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And just when we thought we had 
a proper handle on the provenance of 
certain liquor categories—great whisky 
comes from Scotland, gin from England, 
and vodka from Eastern Europe, right?—
the world turned on its head. We had 
an influx of gins from Scotland, single 
malts from Japan and India, vodkas from 
Australia and Napa Valley and luscious 
liqueurs from every corner of the world. 

In an era when little seems certain, 
at least one thing is for sure: We have a 
surplus of wonderful spirits available. 
From the hundreds reviewed during 2012, 
here are 50 favorites to try. 

A WORLD IN WHICH THE 
ONLY THING CERTAIN IS 

 INNOVATION.
BY KARA NEWMAN 

Looking back at the year in spirits, 2012 was a year of contradictions. 
The industry touted historically accurate ingredients and futuristic 

distilling techniques. Extra-high-proof cask-strength spirits shared shelf 
space with an influx of lower-alcohol apéritif bottlings. Mad-scientist 

distillers simultaneously focused on creating laser-focused single-grain whiskeys 
and meticulously balanced über-blends. 

Small-batch craft spirits continued their ascent—to the point where many of the 
largest houses acquired or started their own in-house craft divisions. 

Whimsical dessert-flavored vodkas continued to sell—consumers couldn’t seem 
to get enough of flavors like chocolate-covered pretzel or Fruit Loops, even though 
deriding the category seemed to become a sport of its own. 

U.S. Spirits Market 2011, 9-Liter Cases 
by Category

Spirits Category Total Sold, in Thousands
Vodka 62,915 
Rum  24,716
Cordials  20,135
Bourbon and Tennessee whiskey  16,042
Canadian whisky 15,698
Tequila  11,932
Brandy and Cognac  10,963
Gin  10,716
Blended Scotch whisky  7,568
Blended whiskey  5,348
Irish whiskey  1,715
Single malt Scotch 1,404

U.S. Spirits Market 2011, Annual 
 Percentage Increase by Category

Spirits Category Volume Change
Irish whiskey  +23.6%
Single malt Scotch  +9.5%
Vodka  +5.9%
Bourbon and Tennessee whiskey  +3.9%
Tequila  +3.2%
Cordials  +1.1%
Brandy and Cognac  +0.2%
Canadian whisky -0.7%
Rum  -0.7%
Blended whiskey -0.9%
Gin  -1.7%
Blended Scotch  -2.6%

Source: Distilled Spirits Council of the United States (DISCUS), Annual Industry Review. See 
page 2 of http://www.discus.org/assets/1/7/2011_Industry_Review_Support_Tables.pdf

http://www.winemag.com
http://www.discus.org/assets/1/7/2011_Industry_Review_Support_Tables.pdf
http://buyingguide.winemag.com/toplists/2012/spirits
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ARMAGNAC

97 Delord X.O. (France; Heavenly Spirits, 
Lakeville, MA). Enticing and complex, this 

velvety XO is one to savor. The countryside perfume 
of this 15-year-old brandy evokes notes of fresh flower, 
hay, fig and vanilla, with a crème brûlée flavor that fades 
away ever so gently. Hard wax cap. 
abv: 40%  Price: $55

95 Château du Tariquet VSOP (France; 
Robert  Kacher, New York, NY).  Vibrant 

 yellow-gold in color, this full-bodied blend of Ugni 
Blanc and Baco resounds with a rich butterscotch note 
and a long finish that would be dynamite paired with 
pecan pie. The cap to the rounded cylindrical bottle is 
frustratingly hard to open. 
abv: 40%  Price: $50

93 Armagnac de Montal XO (France; A. 
Hardy  USA, Des Plaines IL). Within the 

curvy, regal-looking bottle with the royal crest—more 
Cognac style than modest Armagnac—is a silky, vanilla- 
forward brandy that resonates into a powerful finish 
with bold notes of clove, cocoa, espresso and cigar to-
bacco. Savor alongside dark chocolate. 
abv: 40%  Price: $100

93 Château de Laubade Intemporel No. 5 
(France; Baron Francois, New York, NY). 

Look for a dark amber hue and a deep caramel aroma 
from this brandy. On the palate, fleeting sweetness gives 
way to a long finish, offering flavors of oak, cocoa, car-
amel, clove and cinnamon. Some might compare this 
Armagnac  to good Bourbon. 
abv: 40%  Price: $189

CAÇHACA

94 Maison Leblon Reserva Especial 
Caçhaca  (Brazil; Leblon USA, Manhasset,  

NY). Most caçhacas are crystal-clear, but this unique 
aged version has a pretty amber cast and enticing aro-
mas that evoke butterscotch and hazelnut. The flavor 
runs to brown sugar, with a warm, nutty finish. Deli-
cious, and new to the market as of summer 2012. 
abv: 42% Price: $30/375 ml

GIN

97 Aviation Gin (USA; House Spirits, 
Portland , OR). With its clean, neutral profile, 

this graceful gin works well with just about anything, 
from aviation cocktails to bone-dry martinis. On the 
 palate, look for bewitching hints of caraway, juniper, 
grapefruit and a dry, faintly spicy finish. 
abv: 42% Price: $30

95 New Amsterdam Gin (USA; New 
Amsterdam  Spirits, Modesto, CA). For 

those who prefer a sweet cast to their gins, this one is a 
winner. The grapefruit-like, almost candied scent leads 
into pleasantly sweet and citrusy flavors, which finish 
with a faint floral note. This blends particularly well into 
light, fruity and citrusy cocktails and gin-based punches. 
Best Buy. 
abv: 40% Price: $14

94 Hayman’s Old Tom Gin (London; Haus 
Alpenz, Edina, MN). A relative newcomer to 

the gin landscape, this is the proper gin to use for a Tom 
Collins cocktail. It intentionally leans sweet, but it’s bal-
anced with the right amount of alcohol bite, showing a 
lightly piny scent, and faint herb and citrus peel notes. 
If using this 19th century-style sweetened gin for other 
cocktails, be sure to hold off on adding sugar. 
abv: 40% Price: $27

94 Smooth Ambler Greenbrier Gin (USA; 
Smooth Ambler Spirits, Maxwelton, WV). 

Discovering this artisanal gin distilled in West Virginia 
was a pleasant surprise. Though it’s perfumed and pret-
ty, it has restraint. The enticing aroma is decidedly bo-
tanical, with notes of fresh basil, white flower and or-
ange blossom. Though the flavors read as floral, they’re 
balanced with cool lightness and a honey-sweet finish. 
Consider this one for fruity and floral spring cocktails. 
abv: 40% Price: $45

93 St. George Botanivore Gin (USA; St. 
George, Alameda, CA). Bartenders will 

want to experiment with this lovely, lightly floral gin 
for spring cocktails. It has a light touch, from the citrus 
scent to the sweet flavor that finishes with a bouquet of 
rose petal, violet and honeysuckle. One of a trio of new 
gins from this small-batch distiller. 
abv: 45% Price: $35 

LIQUEURS

96 Dancing Pines Chai Liqueur (USA; Danc-
ing Pines Distillery, Loveland, CO). Tea is 

one of the hottest flavors in the mixology world now, and 
bartenders are going to fall in love with this complex, chai- 
inspired liqueur. A black tea flavor melds with a vivid, 
spicy palate of orange peel, cinnamon and clove, with 
just a hint of sweetness and a mildly spicy finish. 
abv: 30% Price: $36

96 Grand Marnier Cuvée du Cent 
Cinquantenaire  (France; Moët Hennessey 

USA, New York, NY). This version of Grand Marnier 
uses rare Cognac reserves aged up to 50 years. Here, 
the flavor and scent are closer to Cognac than orange 
liqueur. Look for a rich topaz color, with heady dried- 
fruit notes as well as a clear hit of juicy orange. It’s 
mellow,  mouthwatering and it seems a shame to mix it, 
though it’s been spotted at some restaurants in “ultra-
premium margaritas.”
abv: 40% Price: $220

95 Briottet Crème de Mure (France; Anchor 
Distilling Company, San Francisco, CA). 

This light and nuanced blackberry liqueur is ideal for 
adding color and flavor to cocktails. Garnet in hue, with 
an aroma and flavor of berry and a gentle clove note, 
this finishes well balanced between tart and sweet. 
abv: 18% Price: $33

http://www.tariquet.com
http://www.vignobles-lesgourgues.com/page.php?page=laubade_armagnacs&lang=gbr
http://www.leblon.com
http://www.dancingpinesdistillery.com
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95 Killepitsch (Germany; Vision Wine & 
Spirits, Secaucus, NJ). The special-edition 

bottle is modern and trippy, purple with pink lettering 
and a cartoony Keith Haring-esque design. But the rec-
ipe for this traditional herbal liqueur dates back to the 
mid-1800s—“a taste of old Dusseldorf.” Old or new, it’s 
complex and delicious, with a Cognac-like dried-fruit 
and spice base—notes of raisin, date, cherry, fig, cin-
namon, sarsaparilla and black pepper can be detected. 
Would make a dynamite digestif, especially paired with 
a fruity dessert. 
abv: 42% Price: $25 

95 The Bitter Truth Apricot Liqueur 
(Germany ; Domaine Select Wine Estates, 

New York, NY). Among the best of the fruit liqueurs, 
this delicious spirit is sippable straight up, and would 
be a lovely accompaniment to shortbread or other des-
serts. Rich scents of apple and stone fruit abound, with 
a faint spicy aroma reminiscent of Cognac. Coats the 
palate with true apricot flavor and a hint of baking spice. 
abv: 22% Price: $34 

94 Hum Botanical Spirit (USA; The Hum 
Spirits Company, Chicago, IL). Developed 

by Chicago bartender Adam Seger, this rum-based li-
queur has had a speedy ascent in the past couple of 
years as a must-have for mixologists. The deep garnet 
hue is derived from macerated hibiscus. Although it has 
a warm, earthy floral-fruity base, the spice notes—gin-
ger, cardamom, kaffir lime—get a little wild and take 
center stage. It can stand alone, but this liqueur is at its 
best mixed into cocktails. 
abv: 35% Price: $40

94 Mandarine Napoléon Grande Cuvée 
Liqueur  (Belgium; Royal Dutch Distillers, 

Miami, FL). Especially recommended for sweetening 
cocktails made with dark spirits, this liqueur is made 

with Cognac, Mandarin oranges and spices. Look for 
a vibrant orange color, citrus and tropical fruit aromas 
and a sweet, mouthfilling flavor that mixes bold orange 
with caramel. 
abv: 38%   Price: $37

94 Patrón XO Cafe Dark Cocoa (Mexico; The 
Patron Spirits Company, Las Vegas, NV). 

This addictive newcomer from Tequila maker Patrón 
combines coffee, chocolate and silver Tequila. It looks 
and smells like a dead ringer for your morning espres-
so. But on the palate, a sweet, almost nutty agave note 
emerges, fading into a creamy, caramel milk-chocolate 
profile, with just a dusting of espresso on the finish. 
This liqueur lends itself to mixing with coffee or craft-
ing espresso martini cocktails, yet it’s polished enough 
to sip straight up over ice.
abv: 30% Price: $25

93 Merlet Crème de Fraise des Bois (France; 
MHW/Bedford & Grove, Louisville, KY). 

Dessert-like and syrupy, this berry liqueur should be 
considered for pouring over ice cream or to glaze ber-
ries for a tart. Of course, with its deep cherry color and 
luscious strawberry-jam scent and bright flavor, it’s a 
pleasing spirit for sipping, too.
abv: 18% Price: $25

93 Pierre Ferrand Dry Curaçao (France; 
W.J. Deutsch & Sons, White Plains, NY). 

New to the U.S. market in 2012, this “dry” Curaçao 
is intriguing  and should work well as a sophisticated 
sweetener alongside bitter-edged spirits and dark, bit-
ing spirits like rye whiskey. While not precisely dry, 
this golden liqueur has vanilla sweetness tempered by 
a wash of bitter orange. The scent is rich and agave-like, 
with a touch of mezcal-driven funkiness. 
abv: 40% Price: $30

RUM

95 Banks 5 Island Rum (Caribbean; 
Winebow Inc., Montvale, NJ). Created with 

input from New York mixologist Jim Meehan, a partner  
in the brand, this blend of 21 rums from five rum- 
producing regions—Trinidad, Jamaica, Barbados, Java 
and Guyana—would make a dynamite daiquiri. Bright 
lime flavors meld with warm brown-sugar notes and a 
funky, pleasantly spicy note on the finish. 
abv: 43% Price: $30

Distilled spirits
 contain no carbohydrates, no  

cholesterol and no fat. 

http://www.visionwineandspirits.com
http://www.patrontequila.com
http://www.banksrum.com


5 | WINE ENTHUSIAST | BEST OF YEAR 2012

TOP 50 SPIRITS 2012

93 Appleton Estate 12-Year-Old (Jamaica; 
Kobrand Corporation, New York, NY). 

Hailing from Jamaica, this smooth 12-year-old rum fea-
tures a sticky dark-toffee aroma accented by almond 
and peach notes. On the palate, look for a nice rounded 
caramel flavor that flashes lots of clove and cinnamon 
tones on the finish. 
abv: 43% Price: $35

93 Privateer Silver Reserve Rum (USA; 
Privateer  Rum, Ipswich, MA). With most 

rums, there’s a sense that longer barrel time will make 
it better. But this one is perfectly lovely in its au naturel 
state. Enticingly delicate flower and raspberry notes 
wind into a clean finish with a pop of cinnamon. Soft 
and fresh. 
abv: 40% Price: $25

92 Don Q Añejo (Puerto Rico; Serralles 
USA, Irving, TX). Smooth and mellow, this 

tawny aged rum features light almond and crème brûlée 
flavors, with a long finish accented by notes of black tea 
and clove. It’s good for sipping with a block of ice. Made 
from a blend of rums aged 2–7 years. Best Buy. 
abv: 40% Price: $20

91 Bacardi Superior (Puerto Rico; Bacardi 
USA, Miami, FL). This is clean and classic, 

from the citrusy aroma to the light, crisp flavor, with 
endnotes of ginger and coriander. Add handfuls of mint, 
and stir up a pitcher of mojitos. 
abv: 40% Price: $20

TEQUILA

96 Siete Leguas Reposado (Mexico; Gemini  
Spirits & Wine, Chicago, IL). Excellent all-

around, for sipping or mixing, this highlands Tequila 
has a delicacy and an almost whiskey-like feel to it. Pale 
straw, almost no color at all, with lightly smoky and her-
baceous flavors, finishing with a hint of vanilla.
abv: 40% Price: $45

95 Luna Nueva Ultra Premium Limited 
Edition  Tequila Reposado (Mexico; LCG 

International, Medina, OH). On the dessert-like 
side, this limited-edition Tequila has a light gold cast 
and rich crème-brûlée aromas. Silky, rich and beautiful, 
this has a soft, sweet butterscotch note and just enough 

peppery tingle to brace up the spirit. It’s aged in French 
and American oak casks for at least five months. Con-
sider this as post-dinner sipping Tequila.
abv: 40% Price: $37

94 Don Roberto Reposado (Mexico; Aveniu 
Brands, Baltimore, MD). Don Roberto is 

one of the few remaining 100% Mexican- and family- 
owned Tequila producers. The brand launched in 1924 
as the family’s private stock, and was originally not 
 commercially available, but given only as gifts. It’s still 
gift-worthy, bursting with butterscotch flavor and end-
ing with lilts of fresh apple, pear and light brush of black 
pepper. Aged six months.
abv: 40% Price: $44

94 Tequila Corrido (Mexico; True Blue Imports , 
Scottsdale, AZ). Corrido is Mexican folk music, 

originating from the late 1800s. Nodding to the musical 
name, a guitar pick on a leather strap is wrapped around 
the bottle’s neck. Perhaps because it’s aged twice (first in 
Jack Daniel’s barrels, then in Maker’s Mark barrels), this 
highlands Tequila is dessert-like and reminiscent of an 
añejo. It would make a good sipping Tequila. Look for 
maple syrup and apple notes, with a creamy mouthfeel 
and tingly cinnamon spice on the finish.
abv: 40% Price: $40

93 1921 Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Casa 
1921 LLC, San Antonio, TX). A luscious but-

terscotch flavor touched with lemon peel leads the way, 
while dry cocoa, leather and cigar tobacco notes develop 
on the finish, with a soft feel. This is a complex, mouth-
watering reposado, and the añejo must be a knockout.
abv: 40% Price: $45

There are over 
136 different 

species of agave. 
A spirit is officially a Tequila only if it’s 
made with at least 51% Weber blue 

agave. 

http://www.privateerrum.com
http://www.Donq.com
http://www.bacardi.com
http://www.lunanuevatequila.com
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FLAVORED VODKA

93 Stolichnaya Chocolat Razberi (Latvia; 
William  Grant & Sons, Edison, NJ). The 

photo on the frosted-glass bottle is drool-inducing: a 
raspberry dripping with chocolate. On the palate, lus-
cious notes of raspberry and cocoa linger, and the 
 dessert-like aroma beckons from a half-foot away. Mix 
it with pomegranate juice and lemon, and serve it in a 
martini glass. 
abv: 37.5% Price: $27/1 L

92 Hangar One Maine Wild Blueberry Vodka  
(USA; Hangar One Co., Alameda, CA). 

Made with Maine blueberries, this clear spirit has a 
warm blueberry scent and a sweet flavor, with a candy-
like berry note on the lingering finish. It has a juicy feel 
to it, and should be great for adding scent and flavor to 
cocktails. The rustic-looking label is reminiscent of la-
bels on boxes at the greenmarket.
abv: 40% Price: $30

91 ROKK Orange Vodka (Sweden; Diageo 
Americas, Norwalk, CT). This vodka features 

a clear color and a pleasing juicy-sweet aroma, like Sat-
suma oranges or tangerines. It has a nice  bitter-orange 
flavor, sweet with a clean finish. Best Buy. 
abv: 35% Price: $13

UNFLAVORED VODKA

92 Bimber Vodka (Poland; Myssura Trading , 
Harrison, NJ). Nicely balanced and neutral, 

this winter wheat-based vodka is light and soft on the 
palate, with just a touch of vanilla sweetness. A top 
choice for citrusy cocktails. 
abv: 40% Price: $25

91 Zu Vodka (Poland; Remy Cointreau 
USA, New York, NY). Previously known 

as Zubrowka  the Polish word for the bison grass that 
flavors this spirit, this vodka has a faint yellowish tinge 
and mixes intriguing herb, menthol and sweet vanilla 
flavors. It has a bit of alcohol bite, but that serves to add 
delicacy and liveliness. Look for a blade of bison grass 
inside the bottle. 
abv: 40% Price: $25

90 Vesica (Poland; Adamba Imports, 
Brooklyn , NY). Distinctly fruity, this features 

a soft raspberry aroma and flavors of red berry, dry co-
coa and marshmallow that resonate through to the long 
finish. The crescent-shaped bottle that houses this po-
tato vodka fits well in the hand for pouring. Best Buy. 
abv: 40% Price: $12 

AMERICAN WHISKEY

98 Angel’s Envy Kentucky Straight Bour-
bon Whiskey (USA; Louisville Distilling 

Company , Crestwood, KY). This is a beautiful, 
mouthwatering newcomer to the whiskey scene. Named 
for the “angel’s share,” the portion that evaporates from 
the barrel during the aging process, this golden-amber 
spirit is finished in Port barrels, which explains those 
juicy red-fruit notes that slide into the long finish. Look 
for orange peel, vanilla and roasted nut flavors, too. 
abv: 43.3% Price: $46

95 Old Forester Birthday Bourbon (USA; 
Brown-Forman Distillers Company, 

Louisville , KY). This is a complex, rich Bourbon, with 
notes of brown sugar, toffee, Sherry, dried fig and hazel-
nut, lightened with a soft hint of fresh apple. It’s a little 
boozy on the nose, as might be expected at nearly 100 
proof, but stands up to ice or branch water for mellow, 
flavorful sipping. 
abv: 49%  Price: $50

94 Colonel E.H. Taylor, Jr., Single Bar-
rel Bourbon (USA; The Old Fashioned 

Copper  Distillery, Frankfort, KY). No shrinking vi-
olet here; this is a big, powerful Bourbon, with a fin-
ish that just won’t quit. The honey-colored spirit has 
a sweet, heavy caramel aroma with a deep, somber 
espresso note. Look for a round burnt-orange flavor and 
lots of cinnamon and nutmeg on the dry, elongated fin-
ish. Temper the alcohol sting with ice water—it’s 100 
proof, after all. History buffs will love the old-school 
style of the bottle and label. 
abv: 50% Price: $70

94 Michter’s US*1 Unblended American 
Whiskey (USA; Michter’s Distillery, LLC, 

Louisville, KY). This small-batch whiskey is a treat. 
It’s butter-soft and loaded with sweet toffee and hazel-
nut aromas and flavors. The long finish rolls toward dry 
espresso and mocha flavors, pepped up with clove and 
cinnamon notes.
abv: 41.7% Price: $43

93 Charbay R5 Whiskey Clear (USA; 
Charbay  Distillers, St. Helena, CA). Made 

from Racer IPA, this is one of the most interesting and 
riotous options in the moonshine category. The aromat-
ics are sweet and funky, with a sour hop note. Although 
it’s hot—as would be expected at nearly 100 proof—
bright flavors still emerge, tempered by a touch of 
sweetness and ginger-cinnamon fireworks. A surprising 
effervescence makes the flavors pop. 
abv: 49.5% Price: $63

A martini glass 
 is made with a stem to prevent the hold-

er’s hand from warming the contents.

http://www.Vesicavodka.com
http://www.michters.com/selections/us1-unblended-american-whiskey
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93 Clyde May’s Conecuh Ridge Whiskey 
(USA; Conecuh Ridge Distillery, Dallas, 

TX). This is a spry chameleon of a whiskey. At first, the 
dark amber spirit reads as light and sweet, from its dis-
tinct ripe apple and hazelnut notes to its light-bodied 
feel. But just when you think it’s going to be a light-
weight, there’s surprising oomph on the finish, with dry 
leather and clove notes that balance it out. This sippable  
whiskey would be great for whiskey sours and other 
cocktails. Best Buy.
abv: 42.5% Price: $29 

93 Corsair Nashville Bourbon (USA; Corsair 
Artisan Distillery, Nashville, TN). From a 

small distillery that is leading the Alt Whiskey move-
ment comes this crazy-good, complex whiskey made 
from corn, smoked barley, rye and wheat. This spirit is 
front-loaded with big, sweet caramel, but without miss-
ing a beat it segues into dark chocolate, espresso, clove, 
cigar tobacco and every dry flavor under the sun. Plop in 
the biggest ice cube you can find and enjoy. 
abv: 50% Price: $45

92 High West Whiskey Son of Bourye (USA; 
High West Distillery, Park City, UT). It’s 

no exaggeration to say this well-balanced mix of Bour-
bon and rye provides the best of both worlds, combin-
ing the sweetness of the former with the light spiciness 
of the latter. Fruitcake and dried fig on the finish add 
 complexity. 
abv: 46%  Price: $40

92 Jefferson’s Straight Rye Whiskey 
(USA; Castle Brands, New York, NY). 

Produced in Canada but bottled in Louisville, this 
100% rye whiskey is aged 10 years. Deep gold color, 
soft and full bodied, with vanilla and peach aromas,  
this rye has a pleasing citric brightness, linger-
ing peach and caramel notes and a smattering 
of cinnamon and clove. Would be great savored  
with a chunk of ice, or mixed into a rye Manhattan. 
abv: 47%  Price: $40

CANADIAN WHISKY

94 Masterson’s 10-Year-Old Straight Rye 
Whiskey (Canada; 35 Maple/The Other 

Guys, Sonoma, CA). This 10-year-old straight rye 
whiskey would make a top-notch Sazerac. Despite its 
rich, luxe aroma, this is light and smooth on the palate. 
Look for notes of sweet, creamy caramel and dried fruit 
enlivened by a signature rye bite and a sweet, surpris-
ingly delicate finish with just a sprinkling of ginger and 
cinnamon. The sepia photo on the label features “gam-
bler, buffalo hunter, Army scout, gunfighter and news-
paperman” William “Bat” Masterson. 
abv: 45%     Price: $80

92 Tap 357 Canadian Maple Rye Whisky 
(Canada; Van Gogh Imports, Orlando, 

FL). This maple-syrup-flavored whisky is sure to please 
anyone with a sweet tooth. The base is a small-batch 
blend of 3- 5- and 7-year-old Canadian rye whiskies, 
lending backbone to the big maple and vanilla flavors, 
with a touch of peach and clove on the finish. Good for 
sipping over ice or mixing, as in Tap 357’s suggested 
cocktail, The Montreal––a riff on the Manhattan. 
abv: 40.5% Price: $30

IRISH WHISKEY

95 Jameson 18 Years Old Limited Reserve 
(Ireland; Pernod Ricard USA, Purchase, 

NY). As “the master blender’s special selection of very 
old Jameson Irish Whiskey,” this bottling represents. 
Rich honey color, tropical fruit scent with a touch of 
thick caramel. The flavors are bright and vibrant—ly-
chee, banana, orange peel, tempered by a wash of hon-
ey—and the finish is intriguing and dry with nuances of 
white chocolate, banana, leather and nutmeg. Beautiful.
abv: 40% Price: $85

93 Redbreast Single Pot Still Irish Whiskey, 
Aged 12 Years (Ireland; Pernod Ricard 

USA, Purchase, NY). From county Cork comes this 
bartender favorite. Look for a vibrant golden color and 
enticing honeysuckle and buttery brioche aroma. This 
whiskey feels soft and sets the mouth watering with 
lightly smoky notes tapering off to jazzy layers of honey, 
dried fruit, cinnamon and ginger.
abv: 40% Price: $40

92 Michael Collins 10 Year Old Single Malt 
(Ireland; Sidney Frank Importing Co., 

New Rochelle, NY). “Lightly peated” and matured 
in Bourbon-seasoned casks for a minimum of 10 years, 
this spirit has a particularly beautiful scent, melding 
fresh fruit aromas with a hint of smoke. On the palate, 
the smoke is more apparent, but still has a rich apples-
and-honey finish. Overall, a nicely balanced whiskey 
with a soft, full-bodied feel.
abv: 40% Price: $40

Winston 
Churchill  

drank whiskey with breakfast every day. ©
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http://www.clydemays.com
http://www.35maplestreet.com/spirits/mastersons-rye-whiskey/
http://www.Tap357.com

	2012_Spirits_Opener_opti
	2012Top50Spirits_opti

