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T his list is not the top 25 beers of all time, but our annual 
ranking of the best-reviewed selections from the past 
12 months. Culled from our monthly Beer Buying 
Guide, these represent the most dynamic and exciting 
beers reviewed this year. They exhibit extraordinary 
craftsmanship, innovation and quality at prices that 
still represent affordable luxury.

Continuing the previous year’s trend, the majority of beers submitted 
and reviewed in 2013 were domestic selections (IPAs being the most 
popular style), with a handful of European samples adding international 
perspective. But, for this list, we ultimately strive for overall balance—
of countries, brands, styles, prices and production sizes. Numeric scores 

and pricing play a role, but industry buzz, category trends and ingenuity 
are key considerations as well.

As a result, you’ll find that this is not just a list of top-scoring 
selections, but a ranking that includes selections from numerous states 
and countries, of varying styles, with assorted price tags and distribution 
areas. There are some that are available from coast to coast, while others 
might not be readily available in your area or are extremely limited in 
production. They’re all beer treasures worth the hunt. 

It was difficult to narrow the list to such a small number, so be sure 
to check out our online Buying Guide at buyingguide.winemag.com to 
see what else was reviewed. But for now, grab your favorite cold one and 
turn the page to discover the best that this year’s reviews had to offer.

The Best Beers Reviewed This Year
By Lauren Buzzeo
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1
98 New Glarus Wild Sour 

Ale (American Wild Ale; 
New Glarus Brewing Co., WI). 
Husband-and-wife team Dan and 
Deb Carey have been producing 
some of the most sought-after craft 
beers since establishing New Glarus 
in 1993. They have been at the fore-
front of craft-beer innovation for de-
cades now, and this wild selection—
an homage to traditional European 
wild-ferment ales but sourced entire-
ly from within Wisconsin—proves 
that they have no intention of slowing 
down. Naturally soured by farm valley 
winds blowing wild yeast into the 
brewery’s oak casks, this sour brown 
ale pours frothy and thick. Fruity 

scents of green apple and underripe plum, peach and 
white cherry unfold, but are quickly overshadowed by 
pungent notes of plain yogurt, hay and sourdough 
bread. These notes carry through to the sweet-and-
sour palate, alongside glimmers of lightly toasted oak, 
dried leaves and white pepper. The texture is smooth 
and creamy, with medium carbonation and a dry yet 
sour finish. While remarkable now, this would also age 
well, evolving and maturing beautifully over the next 
few years.
abv: 5% Price: $10/12 oz 4 pack

2

97 Trappistes Rochefort 10 (Quadrupel; 
Trappistes Rochefort, Belgium).  An au-

thentic Trappist product, brewed at one of only sev-
en Trappist breweries in the world, this is Rochefort’s 
boldest and strongest offering. The bouquet is seduc-
tively rich, with dense aromas of roasted malt, brown 
bread, figs and barely-shriveled prunes, all accented by 
spicy notes of cigar box, coriander, pepper and cocoa 
nib. The palate is round and lush, with a full, creamy 
texture that goes down remarkably smooth. The alco-
hol is balanced, and nowhere near as noticeable as it 
should be, with flavors of caramelized malt, overripe 
apricot, plum, brown sugar, peanut skin and just a hint 
of mocha that all carry through the long finish. Mer-
chant du Vin. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $7/11.2 oz

3
95 Deschutes Hop Henge Experimental 

IPA (American IPA; Deschutes Brewery, 
OR). Deschutes’s Hop Henge Experimental IPA—the 
brewery’s “annual exercise in IBU escalation”—pours 
a stunning golden-apricot color, with a thick head that 
really lasts. The bouquet offers forward aromas of 
floral hops, orange blossoms, savory fresh herbs and 
bready malts. The medium-weight mouth exhibits 
similar notes, but with greater hop intensity and bitter-
ness, resulting in a slightly resinous stickiness that car-
ries through to the finish. A clean, malty core grounds 
the astringency and keeps it from feeling overdone, 
alongside flavors of toasted brioche and golden raisin.
abv: 10.6% Price: $6/22 oz

4
95 Smuttynose Big Beer Series Baltic Por-

ter (Baltic Porter; Smuttynose Brewing 
Company, NH). This porter pours just about jet 
black, with no transparency and a thick, foamy, mocha-
colored head that takes significant time to fall. Deca-
dent, earthy characteristics of coffee, dark chocolate 
and roasted malt lead the nose and palate, with hints 
of dark berry and plum making a slight appearance 
in the background after warming. The fruit becomes 
pronounced on the palate, although the malty core 
and mocha flavors still abound. The finish is long and 
warm, laced with hints of sweet smoke and molasses.
abv: 9.36% Price: $9/22 oz

5
98 The Bruery Oude Tart (Flanders-style 

Red Ale; The Bruery, CA). The Bruery has 
a killer line-up of sour ales, but this classic really takes 
the cake. Aged in red-wine oak barrels for 18 months, 
this is the brewery’s take on a Flanders red. The nose 
leads with an upfront, overall sour aroma, comple-
mented by scents of tart cherry, red grape and green 
apple. Spicy, earthy accents of fresh tobacco, leather 
and cocoa nib dance in the background, weaving in 
and out of perception. The medium-weight mouth-
feel is dry and sour, with a lemony-citrus flavor and 
vinegar-like acidity lifting the core caramel malt and 
woody spice flavors. The finish is long and satisfying, 
with oaky tones and subtle tannins that linger.
abv: 7.5% Price: $20/750 ml

6
95 Anchor Porter (American Porter; An-

chor Brewing Company, CA). This clas-
sic porter pours almost black, with a thick, tan-colored 
head. The bouquet is a complex mélange of aromas, 
including notes of dried dark fruit (think prunes, figs 

and raisins), roasted malt, light coffee, cocoa powder 
and a touch of toasted barley. It’s flavorful and creamy, 
but then the palate livens up with a citrus oil burst on 
the finish, followed by a soft hint of dry, bitter choc-
olate. Overall, it’s remarkably balanced and easy to 
drink, with an endless finish.
abv: 5.6% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

7

93 Ayinger Bräu-Weisse Hefe-Weizen 
(Hefe weizen; Ayinger Brewery, Germa-

ny). This beer is a classic, showing all of the hefewei-
zen hallmarks: cloudy golden color in the glass with a 
huge, frothy head, gorgeous lacing and upfront aromas 
of wheat, banana, yeasty spice and lemon. The body is 
smooth and creamy yet clean, lifted by medium car-
bonation. On the palate, flavors of wheat-bread dough 
and earthy spice dominate, followed by notes of lemon 
peel, pepper and clove on the finish. This is an easy-
drinking selection of moderate alcohol that’s perfect 
for summer sipping. Pair it with barbecued or grilled 
chicken, mild cheeses or summer salads. Merchant du 
Vin. 
abv: 5.1% Price: $4/500 ml

8
95 Aleman-Stone-Two Brothers DayMan 

Coffee IPA (American IPA; The Stone 
Brewing Co., CA). This innovative IPA blends the 
assertive hop characteristics of an IPA with fresh roast-
ed coffee. Although that might sound a bit strange, the 
resulting brew is surprisingly harmonious. Bright trop-
ical-fruit notes of Citra hops, along with more tradi-
tional hop characteristics of citrus zest and pine, min-
gle seamlessly with warm, toasty notes of coffee, cara-
mel and earthy spice. It’s medium to full bodied, with 
a creamy and slightly resinous mouthfeel that coats the 
palate. Roasted coffee bean and piny hop flavors com-
plement each other on the finish, and result in an ap-
propriately bitter close.
abv: 8.7% Price: $9/22 oz

9
95 Alaskan Brewing Co. 2012 Smoked Por-

ter (American Porter; Alaskan Brewing 
Co., AK). This stunning vintage-dated porter is a win-
ner every year, but the 2012 release seems to have it all. 
Visually stunning, it has a deep walnut-brown color and 
a frothy, coffee-colored head, showing flecks of red in 
the light. The smoky aromas immediately waft from the 
glass, with supporting notes of roasted malt, milk choc-
olate and campfire. The mouthfeel is smooth and ap-
proachable right through to the long finish, with a ton 
of smoky flavors dominating the palate along with hints 
of s’mores, scorched earth and sweet cured bacon. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $9/22 oz

10

98 Allagash FV 13 (American Wild Ale; Al-
lagash Brewing Company, ME). This is 

Allagash’s first foray into the world of foudre (giant oak 
tanks used for aging) beers, and man, did they come 
out of the park swinging! FV 13 is a blend of wild 
yeasts and bacterias, a malty base beer and, “about 
four years of patience.” The brewery’s patience was 
rewarded, as the finished beer is a masterpiece, com-
plex and layered yet nuanced and balanced. Initial aro-
mas are tart and vinous, with upfront scents of sour 
cherry, plum and citrus supported by accents of light-
ly-toasted oak, walnut shells and forest floor. The pal-
ate is smooth and lively, with mouthwatering acidity 
and ample carbonation that lifts the rich characteris-
tics. Notes of caramel malt, vanilla bean and browned 
sugar add decadence to the red-fruit flavors, accented 
by hints of tobacco and wine-soaked oak that linger on 
the slightly-tannic finish. 
abv: 8.9% Price: $13/375 ml

11
92 Samuel Adams Double Agent IPL 

(American Pale Lager; The Boston Beer 
Co., MA). A new brew from BBC, the Double Agent 
IPL is a playful hybrid of an IPA and a lager. It’s bal-
anced and smooth, with medium-intense citrusy hop 
notes on the nose that continue onto the palate, of-
fering a hint of bitterness through the finish. The 
crisp pale-malt core provides a solid base, with very 
light sweetness and barely ripe stone-fruit flavors sup-
porting the hoppy bite. Brisk carbonation keeps the 

mouthfeel lifted and the finish clean. This is a session-
able selection that’s perfect for those who want a bit 
more oomph and character to their lagers. 
abv: 5%  Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

12
92 Dogfish Head Sixty-One (American IPA; 

Dogfish Head, Inc., DE). Dogfish has a long 
history of playing with wine ingredients (like its Midas 
Touch, brewed with Muscat grapes, or Noble Rot, 
brewed with botrytised Viognier grape must), and now 
has a new year-round release to add to the grape-lov-
ing lineup. Sixty-One, based off of the brewery’s clas-
sic 60 Minute IPA but brewed with Syrah grape must, 
is a complex and layered brew. Initial IPA-like aromas 
of pine, grass and citrus oil lead the bouquet alongside 
subtle secondary accents of red cherry, vinous grape 
and a soft foxy character. The palate is smooth and dry, 
with a slight tannic presence that plays well with the 
hop astringency. The hop-based citrus flavors and tart 
red-fruit tones harmonize, supported by a light cara-
mel malt core and medium carbonation. 
abv: 6.5%  Price: $9/12 oz 4 pack

13
92 21st Amendment Hop Crisis Imperi-

al IPA (American Double/Imperial IPA; 
21st Amendment Brewery, CA). Aged on oak spi-
rals, this is an interesting interpretation of an Ameri-
can Imperial IPA. The oaky notes of baking spice and 
toasted wood complement the bitter hop aromas and 
flavors of pine resin and orange oil. A hint of tobac-
co adds depth to the bouquet, while the palate offers 
citrus-rind and pine-cone flavors supported by toast-
ed malt and a touch of caramel. It’s medium bodied, 
with low carbonation and a slightly resinous texture. 
The alcohol provides a warming sensation that lingers 
through the long finish. 
abv: 9.7% Price: $10/12 oz 4 pack

14

93 Brasserie du Bocq Blanche de Namur 
(Witbier; Du Bocq Brewery, Belgium). 

This is a well-made, traditional Belgian witbier that’s 
new to the Merchant du Vin portfolio, having just 
launched in the U.S. this May. Named after Princess 
Blanche of Namur—who married King Magnus of 

Sweden in 1336 A.D.—this wit shows forward scents 
of orange peel, under ripe pear, coriander, clove, soft 
pepper and clean wheat. Those notes follow through 
on the light- to medium-bodied palate, with additional 
nuances of licorice and earthy spice that linger onto 
the finish. The bright carbonation and brisk citrus fla-
vor, as well as the low alcohol, make this a great warm-
weather selection. Merchant du Vin.
abv: 4.5% Price: $10/750 ml

15

92 Karl Strauss Blackball Belgian IPA 
(Belgian- style IPA; Karl Strauss Brew-

ing Company, CA). This subtle IPA shows great bal-
ance and nuance. A cloudy orange color in the glass, it 
leads with lively aromas of orange and grapefruit zest, 
yeast, pressed yellow flowers and a touch of white pep-
per. The palate offers similar notes, but with a fruity 
core of underripe peach and pineapple. It’s richly tex-
tured, with a full mouthfeel and light carbonation. The 
long, dry finish is accented by earthy hop and bready 
yeast flavors. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $8/22 oz

16

93 Samuel Smith’s Nut Brown Ale (English 
Brown Ale; Samuel Smith Old Brewery 

(Tadcaster); England). A rich, reddish-brown col-
or with a frothy tan head that lingers, this is a classic 
selection that illustrates how delicious balance and re-
straint can be. It’s a traditional English brown ale, very 
elegant and nuanced, offering subtle aromas and fla-
vors of caramel malt, brown bread, dried red fruits like 
raisin and date and a veritable mélange of nutty notes, 
particularly hazelnut and walnut shells. The texture is 
creamy and mouthfilling, but the finish is balanced by 
a hint of earthy hop bitterness, ending dry and clean.
abv: 5% Price: $5/550 ml
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17
92 Harpoon Leviathan IPA (American Dou-

ble/Imperial IPA; Harpoon Brewery, MA 
& VT). There’s a serious hop character to this DIPA, 
but at 90 IBUs, it’s not a complete palate wrecker. It’s 
full, intense and heady, with a solid core of sweet cara-
mel malt to balance out the intense, sticky-hop profile. 
Notes of grapefruit oil, pine and resin abound, with ac-
cents of ripe tangerine and stone fruit adding depth to 
the bouquet and palate. It’s viscous and mouthfilling, 
but extremely well balanced. 
abv: 10% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack

18
92 Odell Amuste (American Porter; Odell 

Brewing Company, CO). As the name sug-
gests, Amuste is definitely a must. The culmination of a 
two-year endeavor to marry wine must and beer wort, 
this is an imperial porter accented with Tempranillo 
juice sourced from Odell’s home state, Colorado, and 
aged in wine oak barrels. The aromas are a veritable 
mélange; with each sniff a new layer is revealed. Notes 
of tart red plum and cherry, cocoa powder, lightly 
toasted wood, caramel malt and espresso dance in the 
bouquet and on the palate, with background hints of 
licorice and leafy hops. Smooth and silky, with medium 
carbonation and a dry, long finish.
abv: 9.3% Price: $17/750 ml

19

91 Elysian Night Owl Pumpkin Ale (Pump-
kin Ale; Elysian Brewing Co., WA). This 

is a well-balanced and layered pumpkin brew that of-
fers all of the pumpkin-pie characteristics one expects 
without being overdone. Over seven pounds of pump-
kin go into each barrel brewed, and it shows with up-
front notes of mashed pumpkin flesh accented with 
ginger, nutmeg, cinnamon, clove and allspice. The 
malty backbone complements the sweet pumpkin-pie 
flavors in the medium-weight mouth, but ample car-
bonation and moderate hop bitterness keeps the pal-
ate lifted and inviting. A toasted pumpkin-seed accent 
unfolds on the long, spicy finish. 
abv: 5.9% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

20
91 Uinta Crooked Line Detour Double In-

dia Pale Ale (American Double/Impe-
rial IPA; Uinta Brewing Co., UT). This is a full-
flavored brew that, while certainly hop-forward, is not 
overdone or too bitter. Initial aromas of pine resin and 
grapefruit rind lead the nose, with additional scents of 
caramel, brown bread, and dried peach and apricot. 
The malts do a good job of keeping the palate ground-
ed, with caramel and sweet bread dough flavors to bal-
ance out the assertive bitter-hop characteristics. With 
a full texture, rich palate and extremely long, dry fin-
ish, this is definitely a bottle best shared with friends. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $8/750 ml

21
91 Founders Dry Hopped Pale Ale (Amer-

ican Pale Ale; Founders Brewing, WI). 
This dry-hopped selection offers upfront hop-derived 
aromas of citrus, fresh-cut grass and piny florals on 
the nose, making it an ideal choice for hopheads look-
ing for a break from traditional IPAs. Similar flavors  
unfold on the palate, with medium carbonation to 
keep the resiny and astringent characteristics lifted 
and approachable. A hint of caramel-like malty sweet-
ness makes a quick appearance on the finish, but is fol-
lowed by a lasting kick of bitter grapefruit peel. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

22

91 Hangar 24 Double IPA (American Dou-
ble/Imperial IPA; Hangar 24 Craft Brew-

ery, CA). This DIPA pours a hazy apricot color, with a 
frothy off-white head that lasts. Hop aromas and flavors 
are in the foreground, with pronounced notes of citrus 
zest—lemon, orange and grapefruit—as well as accents 
of pine and hemp oil. The medium carbonation keeps 
the palate from feeling too heavy or resinous, while the 
biscuity, malty core balances out the hoppy bitterness. 
Despite the alcohol, this is well balanced and easy to 
drink.
abv: 9.0% Price: $7/22 oz

23

91 Herrmannsdorfer Schweinsbräu Weisse 
(Hefeweizen; Reidenburger Brauhaus, 

Germany). This organic hefeweizen is balanced and 
easy-drinking, with sessionable alcohol and a clean 
close. It pours a cloudy amber-mahogany color, with 
forward scents of fresh bread, ripe banana, light cara-
mel and clove that carry through with similar intensity 
to the medium-weight mouth. The texture is full, but 
medium carbonation keeps the palate fresh. A hint of 
grassy bitterness remains though the finish. Magellan 
Wine Imports, Inc.
abv: 5.2% Price: $4/500 ml

24
91 Green Flash Green Bullet Triple India 

Pale Ale (American Double/Imperial 
IPA; Green Flash Brewing Co., CA). Named after 
and dry hopped with a super-robust New Zealand hop, 
Green Bullet Triple IPA (apparently double wasn’t 
quite good enough) is an ideal choice for hopheads. 
It’s loaded with aggressive hop aromas and flavors, in-
cluding grapefruit rind, orange oil, hay, pine and resin. 
The palate is full and round, but well balanced, with 
the high alcohol barely noticeable except in the beer’s 
weighty texture. There’s a slight stickiness that lingers 
on the palate, followed by a long, dry finish.
abv: 10.1% Price: $14/12 oz 4 pack

25
90 Full Sail LTD Series Limited Edition Vi-

enna-style Lager Recipe No. 05 (Vienna- 
style Lager; Full Sail Brewing Co., OR). This rich 
yet smooth lager pours a bright copper color with a 
frothy off-white head that shows good retention. Malty 
aromas of roasted grain, soft caramel and a hint of tof-
fee are upfront on the nose, but are complemented 
by a spicy hop aroma in the background. The mouth 
is creamy and flavorful, lifted by medium carbonation 
and a citrusy dry-hop character that lingers on the fin-
ish. This is a well-balanced and enjoyable brew.
abv: 5.6% Price: $8/12 oz 6 pack

For thousands more reviews and to download the pdf of  
Wine Enthusiast’s Top 25 Beers of 2013 list, visit winemag.com/bestbeers2013.


