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THE MUST-HAVE 
WINES OF  
THE YEAR

BY THE EDITORS OF WINE ENTHUSIAST MAGAZINE

This year, Wine Enthusiast’s tasting 
panel reviewed more than 16,000 
wines. We’ve previously published 
our lists of Top 100 Best Buys (wines 

for $15 or less, November) and Top 100 Cel-
lar Selections (cellar-worthy and highly rated 
collectibles, December), now here comes the 
big kahuna.

The Enthusiast 100 are not the wines we 
drink on a daily basis, nor do they represent a 
single annual splurge. Instead, they are the sol-
id middle ground: weekend wines, restaurant 
purchases, special occasion wines. In short, 
wines we wish we could drink more often.

To arrive at this list, we look at a myriad 
of factors, including rating, price, drinkability 
and uniqueness. Then we factor in availability, 
diversity and a healthy portion of subjectivity. 
Within the constraints of what we’ve tasted 
during the past 12 months, we try to include 
wines made in different regions, from various 
grape varieties and in many different styles.

The end result? A list of 100 wines we’d be 
happy to drink any night of the week.

2011

THE

Dry Red Wines 68
Dry White Wines 27
Sparkling Wines 3
Sweet Wines 2
Average Rating 93.4
Average Price $39.79
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1

93 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2007 Nipozza-
no Riserva (Chianti Rufina). From Fresco-

baldi’s gorgeous Nipozzano estate, this Riserva Sangio-
vese (with small percentages of Malvasia Nera, Caber-
net and Merlot for extra density and intensity) opens 
with impressive generosity and personality. It offers lin-
gering flavors of cherry, chocolate and dark spice. Folio 
Fine Wine Partners. —M.L. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

2

97 Joseph Swan Vineyards 2007 Trenton 
Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian Riv-

er Valley). An awesome Pinot Noir—it’s hard to find 
words to describe its beauty. It’s bone dry and rich in 
stimulating acidity, and the cherry and raspberry fruit 
flavors have an earthy, mushroomy quality that grounds 
the wine and gives it a real sense of terroir. Shows the 
fleshy attractions of the amazing ’07 vintage, with an un-
disputed capacity to age. Now–2017, at least. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $52 

3

98 Leonetti Cellar 2008 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Walla Walla Valley). Dense, aromat-

ic, layered and rich, this wine explodes from the glass 
with scents and flavors of concentrated berries, cassis, 
black cherry and more. The vines have reached a ma-
ture stage that amplifies the fruit and keeps the gener-
ous barrel flavors in perfect balance. The barrel notes 
roll on in a chorus of toasty accents, and the finish is as 
good in the last minute as the first whiff from the glass.  
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $85 

4

94 O. Fournier 2006 Alfa Spiga (Ribera del 
Duero). A fine and intricate heavyweight that 

blends power and ripeness with complexity and class. 
Quality leather, spice, toast and dark berry aromas set 
up a structured, grippy palate with generous black fruit 
flavors, tobacco notes and chewy tannins. Long, sweet 
and rewarding on the finish. Drink now through 2016.  
Fine Estates From Spain. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47 

5

93 Patianna Made With Organic Grapes 
2009 Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino). 

Winemaker Mike Lee continues to prove his prowess 
with Sauvignon Blanc in this latest vintage of Patianna, 
Patti Fetzer’s line of organically farmed wines from out-
side of Hopland in Mendocino County. Fermented en-
tirely in stainless steel without undergoing ML or barrel 
aging, it delivers everything you love about the variety, 
inviting one in with melon and minerality, then follow-
ing through with a surprising creaminess and almost 
decadent, mousse-like finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $17 

6
93 Fiuza 2008 Ikon Chardonnay-Trincadeira 

(Tejo). Aromatic, tropical textured wine. Great 
flavors of ripe pineapple and mango balance with more 
green fruit characters and a twist of lime. The wood fla-
vors are well restrained, offering just a touch of final 
spice. Aidil Wines & Liquor Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

7

97 Castello Banfi 2007 Excelsus Cabernet 
Sauvignon-Merlot (Toscana). The 2007 

Excelsus is a gorgeous super Tuscan expression (with 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot) that shows quality and 

superior fruit on all levels. Castello Banfi has really hit a 
home run with this vintage. You’ll encounter persuasive 
aromas of cassis, blackberry, chocolate, tobacco, curry 
leaf and deep renderings of exotic spice. The wine’s tex-
ture is exceedingly smooth, rich and long lasting. Banfi 
Vintners. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $81 

8
96 Shafer 2009 Red Shoulder Ranch Char-

donnay (Carneros). Shafer consistently 
produces one of the biggest, fruitiest Chardonnays in 
California, and yet the wine remains balanced and in-
teresting. The 2009 Red Shoulder Ranch is gigantic in 
pineapples, pears, mangoes, tangerines and honey, yet 
so minerally and crisp that somehow it finishes dry. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $48 

9
93 Dao Sul 2007 Casa de Santar Touriga 

Nacional (Dão). The Dão region has some 
superb expressions of Touriga Nacional and this is one 
of them. With its richly perfumed fruit, dusty tannins, 
spiced damson and blueberry flavors, this is a great 
wine, ready for drinking in another 4–5 years. Grape 
Moments. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20

10
95 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2009 Clos 

Saint Urbain Rangen de Thann Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Hints of smokiness com-
bine with a perfumed character in this wonderful wine. 
It has richness, with lychee and spice flavors, while add-
ing the extra complexity of a touch of toast and green 
tea. Wonderful now, but will age for five years and more.  
The Sorting Table. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $74 

11

93 Michael David 2008 6th Sense Syrah 
(Lodi). A ridiculously hedonistic bottle of Syr-

ah, this hits you first with its heady aromas of strong 
black olive, tobacco and bacon, then seduces you fur-
ther with layers of rich berry fruit topped by Syrah-
proper pepper. Blended with Petite Sirah and Petit 
Verdot and fairly high in alcohol (15.5%) this is one for 
those who love good Syrah. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $16 

12
93 Tua Rita 2008 Perlato del Bosco (Tos-

cana). The price is right and the blend is ex-
cellent. Sangiovese and Cabernet Sauvignon are mixed 
in equal parts, resulting in excellent integration and 
aromas that express the characteristics of both variet-
ies. Blackberry and cassis is followed by spicy tones and 
bright freshness. Winebow. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

13
96 Stonestreet 2007 Monument Cabernet 

Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). A dramat-
ic wine, authoritative in tannins, bone dry and noble. 
Withholds its best under a cloak of astringency, but al-
ready shows its mountain terroir in the complexity of its 
structure and deep, intense blackberry, currant, blue-
berry and dried herb flavors. Should develop bottle 
complexities for at least a decade and probably longer. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

14
93 Bodegas Epifanio Rivera 2007 Erial 

Tradición Familia (Ribera del Duero). Big, 
rich and extremely impressive given the price; this wine 
competes with and beats some Riberas that cost five 
times more. It’s textured, deep, silky and layered, with 
integrated berry, plum and cassis flavors. Packed and 
generous all the way to the finish; drink now or cellar 
for up to 10 more years. From 80-year-old Tempranil-
lo vines. Elite Wines Import. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

15
96 Foxen 2010 Block UU Bien Nacido Vine-

yard Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). 
You want decadence, opulence and fabulosity in your 
Chardonnay? This one’s for you. It’s tremendous in ripe 
pineapple, pear, peach, mango, lime, tangerine and pa-
paya flavors. So much fruit, while the oak application 
is never heavy handed, applying just the right touch of 
buttered toast. Where does all that vanilla honey come 
from? A magnificent example of a first-growth Cali-
fornia Chardonnay, at a great price. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

16
97 Cayuse 2008 Cailloux Vineyard Syrah 

(Walla Walla Valley). This is the only Cayuse 
Syrah that is co-fermented (with 8% Viognier), which 
adds nuances of white flower and floral, though the cit-
rus rind scents override them. In the nose it’s hugely 
expressive, though still quite tight and compact in the 
mouth; it must be decanted. It’s a three-ring circus of a 
wine, with things moving and shaking in all directions. 
Mineral, berry, mountain complexity, nuanced herb and 
earth and citrus, all in proportion, and all flowing in the 
mouth. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

17
96 Roederer Estate 2003 L'Ermitage (Ander-

son Valley). 2003 was a great vintage for Roe- 
derer Estate. This, their top vintage wine, is great, and 
the price is an absolute steal for this world class sparkler. 
It’s enormously rich in the strawberries from Pinot Noir 
and the limes from Chardonnay, while the toast and rich 
lees combine for a perfect Champagne-style smokiness. 
And so smooth, it’s like a kiss of silk. At the age of eight 
years, this wonderful wine is just getting started. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $45 

Black as a Crow
The Corvina grape, which is famed for its 
prominent role in Italy’s hearty Amarone 
della Valpolicella, derives its name from the 
Italian word corvo, or crow, expressing the 
black color of the grape’s skin. 
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 27
93 Viña Olabarri 2004 Gran Reserva (Rioja). 

Compact and solid as stone on the nose, with 
leather, earth, tobacco, spice and botanical aromas ac-
centing bold berry fruit. Superb balance and grip show-
case black fruit, chocolate and fine oak flavors. Toasty 
and quite fine as a whole. Drink now through 2016.  P-S 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

28

95 Fort Ross 2009 Fort Ross Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). A brilliant Char-

donnay. Almost nothing quite like it out there. Great, 
zesty acidity makes the mouth water, and oak is strongly 
there but perfectly vindicated by the power of the un-
derlying flavors. They suggest ripe pineapples and tropi-
cal fruits, peaches, honeysuckle and a firm, stony miner-
ality that has to come from the soil. For all the richness, 
the wine is terrifically dry. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

29

92 DFJ Vinhos 2007 Escada (Douro). Want 
dense tannins? Then this is your wine. Of 

course, it has much more than that. It has mineral-driv-
en stone fruit flavors, a sense of terroir, of restrained 
power. It also has a serious side, and definite aging po-
tential. Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18

 30
93 Easton 2009 Monarch Mine Vineyard 

Sauvignon Blanc (Sierra Foothills). A Si-
erra Foothills Sauvignon Blanc with incredibly inviting 
aromatics of grass, grapefruit and melon that evolves 
into a delicious texture that’s light, dry and yet still 
somehow rich with crisp acidity. So good for summer 
and fall. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $18

31
93 Canneto 2007 Filippone (Toscana). This 

impressive blend of Sangiovese and Merlot of-
fers rich softness and a smooth texture backed by ripe 
aromas of red fruit, cinnamon spice, chocolate and mo-
cha. The tannins also show softness and the wine would 
pair with choice cuts of succulent meat. Selected Es-
tates of Europe Ltd. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30

32

95 Dry Creek Vineyard 2007 Beeson Ranch 
Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). The vineyard 

is on winding, picturesque West Dry Creek Road, and 
is comprised of very old vines. In the wrong hands these 
low-yielding grapes might have been mishandled, but 
Dry Creek Vineyard knows Zinfandel. The result is su-
perb, spectacular, the essence of old vine Sonoma. Rich, 
dry and pure, it’s enormously complex in briary, pep-
pery wild berries, with a delicious edge of sweet raisins. 
Drink now for sheer deliciousness. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

33

92 Cruz Andina 2008 Malbec (Mendoza). A 
big, ripe and pure Malbec with gorgeous ber-

ry aromas setting up a lush, yummy palate that pumps 
forth chewy, delicious blackberry, vanilla and chocolate 
flavors. Finishes warm and oaky; from a mediocre vin-
tage, it’s impressive. From the Chilean Huneeus family 
and top-flight winemaker/consultant Alvaro Espinoza. 
Drink now through 2013. Huneeus Vintners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

34

92 Henry Fessy 2009 Fleurie. A richly aromat-
ic wine, with swathes of sweet fruit, ripe tan-

nins and a juicy, jammy feel. This is so generous, open, 
welcoming. There is structure as well, cushioned by the 
sweet fruits. Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20

18

92 Viña Eguía 2007 Reserva (Rioja). A sen-
sational deal can be had with this wine, which 

opens with crusty berry aromas before shifting to cola, 
lemon peel and licorice. Tight and structured on the 
palate, with cherry, plum, vanilla and spice flavors. Har-
monious and smooth; integrated and just rich enough. 
Drink now through 2013. Quintessential Wines. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

19

93 Man O’ War 2008 Dreadnought Syrah 
(Waiheke Island). Representing a new level 

of quality for Waiheke Syrah, this wine boasts captivat-
ing aromas of peppered meat, violets and cassis. It’s full 
bodied without being heavy, and the flavors seamless-
ly blend fruity with savory for a thrilling ride. Finish-
es long, with firm tannins and a hint of espresso. Drink 
now–2018. Gotham Wine Group. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $35

 20
93 Navarro 2009 Cuvee 128 Sauvignon 

Blanc (Mendocino). Mendocino’s Navarro 
Vineyards hits it out of the ballpark with this truly stellar 
Sauvignon Blanc, its 20th year making SB. Partially bar-
rel-fermented, this is an inviting wine of subtle jasmine 
aromas and touching minerality. An incredibly well-bal-
anced version of the varietal full of lemon thyme and 
passion fruit. The acidity would cut nicely through a po-
tato gratin.  —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

21
94 La Gerla 2006 Brunello di Montalcino. La 

Gerla offers a spectacular Brunello that hits all 
the right marks in terms of intensity, beauty and stay-
ing power. This is an opulent and rich wine with plump 
blueberry flavors followed by chocolate fudge and sweet 
exotic spice. You can either cellar it or enjoy it within 
the next few years. Wine Warehouse Imports.  Editors’ 
Choice. —M.L. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

22
93 Luis Duarte 2009 Rubrica Branco (Alen-

tejano). The wine has power and considerable 
wood flavors at this young stage. It also has concentra-
tion of white and yellow fruits, well laced with acidity. 
Powerful while always balanced and stylish. Laurel Im-
porters. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25

23

97 Goldeneye 2007 Confluence Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). A spectacu-

lar Pinot, continuing a string of great vintages from this 
little vineyard. The year 2007 gave California supernat-
urally rich but balanced Pinot Noirs, and this is one of 
them. It’s sensational, offering broad, exotic fruit flavors, 
pinpointed with exotic spices, and exquisitely highlight-

ed with French oak. Truly fine, this small-production 
wine should age over the next 6–8 years.  —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

24
94 Trapiche 2008 Viña Jorge Miralles Single 

Vineyard Malbec (Mendoza). The best of 
the 2008 batch of Trapiche single-vineyard Malbecs is 
this one from Jorge Miralles’ vineyard. Dark, smoky and 
elegant on the nose, with blackberry, cassis and toasty 
spice flavors. It’s juicy, deep and balanced, with a long, 
sultry, smooth finish. Pure and showing nary a fault. 
Drink now through 2015. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd.  Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

25

92 Uvaggio 2009 Moscato Secco (Lodi). A 
stunning and unusual white wine out of Lodi 

made by Jim Moore, with tremendous aromatics of 
honeysuckle and melon and a genius balancing between 
sweetness and acidity. Grapes—technically Moscato 
Giallo—were harvested from the Bella Vigna Vineyard 
fully ripe but at low brix, allowing this bottling to main-
tain a very low 12% alcohol level. An amazing deal for 
a wine that jumps out of the glass, all bright and starry 
eyed. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

26
94 Domaine Huët 2010 Le Mont Sec (Vou-

vray). Very pure in character, a wine that ex-
presses the chalk terroir. Minerality and complexities of 
bright acidity, flavors of pear juice and grapefruit pres-
age a final hint of honey. Rare Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30

“…good company, good wine, good welcome, can 
make good people.”

—William Shakespeare, Henry VIII
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95 DeLille Cellars 2009 Chaleur Estate 
Blanc (Columbia Valley). Consistent year 

after year, this blend of 67% Sauvignon Blanc and 33% 
Sémillon is modeled after top-flight white Bordeaux. 
Deep gold, toasty and scented with olive oil, walnuts 
and loam, it hits the palate full-on with a rainbow of fla-
vors: citrus, stone and tropical fruits, all accented with 
toast, oil and nuts from barrel aging. Riveting, delicious  
and unique.  Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

36
96 Merry Edwards 2008 Klopp Ranch Mé-

thode a L’Ancienne Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). An awesome wine. So delicious and 
complex now in wild cherry, raspberry, Dr. Pepper cola, 
bacon and smoky sandalwood flavors, brightened with 
crisp acidity and totally dry despite the fruitiness. But 
you’ll also find a firm tannic structure that gives it some 
astringency. It’s the kind of Pinot Noir that California 
does at its best, drinkable now for sheer beauty, but eas-
ily capable of a decade of aging. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $57 

37
92 Casa Cadaval 2007 Padre Pedro Reser-

va (Tejo). Selected fruit and longer barrel ag-
ing are the hallmarks of this Reserva. With its bright 
mint flavors, well integrated into the firm tannins and 
plum skin fruits, this is a wine ready to age. VOS Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

38

94 De Bortoli 2007 Noble One Botrytis 
Semillon (New South Wales). De Bortoli’s 

Noble One is as good as ever in 2007, offering intense 
botrytis, dried apricots, honey and bergamot in a sweet-
ly unctuous style. Think of a Sauternes, but with more 
sugar and less alcohol. It should age well for 10 or more 
years. De Bortoli Wines USA Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 10% Price: $32/375 ml 

39
97 Fattoria Petrolo 2008 Galatrona (Tos-

cana). Each new vintage of Galatrona proves, 
year after year, the enormous potential of Italian Merlot. 
This is a soft and beautifully decadent wine with plush 
and perfectly ripe aromas of black cherry, light spice, 
chocolate and tobacco. The smoothness, richness and 
persistency is simply unbeatable. Vintus LLC. —M.L. 
abv: 14% Price: $134 

40
92 Domaine les Roques de Cana 2007 San-

guis Christi (Cahors). The name of the wine 
obviously comes from the Catholic mass, but it’s also in-
spired by the ancient origins of the Cahors vineyards. 
The wine itself is smooth, polished and mint flavored, 
the tannins ripe and juicy. Wood rounds out the natural 
Malbec tannins. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

41

94 Gloria Ferrer 2007 Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
The first of Gloria’s 2007 Pinots to be released, 

and a promising allure to their future block bottlings. 
The wine is, in a word, superb. It has ripe raspberry, 
cherry and blackberry fruit, but also a wonderful earthi-
ness of mushrooms, and the tannin-acid balance is near 
perfect. A gorgeous young wine to decant and enjoy 
now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

42
94 Chateau Ste. Mi-

chelle & Dr. Loos-
en 2009 Eroica Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). This 
wine just gets better with ev-
ery new vintage. Young and 
fresh, it hits the palate with 
lip-puckering acidity, rolling 
on flavors of lemons, orang-
es, citrus rind, and then into 
mango and papaya. Though 
the residual sugar is listed at 
1.6%, it shows only in a pleas-
ing roundness in the lengthy 
finish. Delicious now, but 
entirely cellar-worthy for a 
decade or longer.  Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

Wedding Cake Blues
It’s a tradition to serve Champagne with wedding 
cake. Yet, serving brut Champagne alongside a 
sweet cake is a food pairing no-no. Try reaching for a 
Champagne that matches the sweetness of the cake, 
such as a demi-sec, when you want to make a toast 
with dessert. 
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43
92 Lapostolle 2009 Cuvée Alexandre Apalta 

Vineyard Carmenère (Colchagua Valley). 
Rich and dark smelling, with alluring pastry, earth, herb 
and soothing berry aromas. Deep, meaty and very ripe 
across the mouth, with cola, chocolate, roasted berry 
and fresh prune flavors. Toasty and lush as it fades away. 
Fun and modern; drink now through 2013. Moët Hen-
nessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $24 

44
92 Domaine Sigalas 2010 Assyrtico (Santo-

rini). Sigalas sets the bar high for Assyrtico as 
usual. This 2010 is a balance of rounded citrus, crisp 
sea salt and sparkling minerality. Delicious with grilled 
fish, fruit or alone on a hot day, this is an elegant gem of 
a white that represents some of the best of Greek wine 
offered today. Diamond Importers Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

45
92 Laurent Miquel 2007 Saga Pegot Syrah 

(Faugères). Saga Pegot is a gorgeous single-
block expression of Syrah, aged 14 months in French 
oak. The oak is present and forward, lending a great 
decadence to the wine by way of sweet wood and strong 
mocha characteristics among the black berry and cherry 
fruit core. Additional nuances of licorice stick, crushed 
purple florals and thin mint add depth to the lush 
mouth. Firm, gripping tannins and a dense fruit core 
provide a texture like crushed velvet. Drinkable now, 
but should age nicely through 2017. Laurent Miquel.  
Editors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

46
94 Capanna 2006 Brunello di Montalcino. 

This beautiful Brunello will charm your socks 
off. The wine is rich and plush, deep and concentrated, 
intense and ripe with personality. It offers a modern yet 
sneakily sophisticated nose with tones of bright cherry, 
almond paste and vanilla. The tannins are still a bit firm 
and so give it another five years of cellar aging. Masci-
arelli Wine Co. Editors’ Choice. —M.L. 
abv: 15% Price: $55

47

97 Black Coyote 2007 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Atlas Peak). Tasted blind in a 

large group of Napa Valley Cabernets, this one stood 
out for sheer power and authority. It’s absolutely deli-
cious, dazzling showing blackberry tart, cherry pie with 
the sweet, smoky crust, cassis and baking spice flavors, 
wrapped into wonderfully thick, fine tannins. Pure Cali-
fornia fruit, but dry, balanced and nuanced. A classic, 
but high-alcohol haters will find plenty to complain 
about. Drink now–2020. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $85 

48
94 Jacquesson et Fils NV Cuvée 734 Brut 

(Champagne). Based on the 2006 vintage, 
this current release of Jacquesson’s nonvintage wine 
has richness and power, while tight acidity surrounds 
the core of pear and pineapple fruits. The touch of steel 
gives a great final bite. Vintage ’59 Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

49
93 Piazzo Armando 2007 Barolo. This is a very 

impressive expression of Nebbiolo from the cel-
ebrated 2007 vintage that shows sweet vanilla and spice 
tones at the back of blueberry, cassis and cherry cola. 
The wine shows a softer, more immediate quality than 
compared to past vintages. Angelini Wine. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $43 

50
93 Masút 2009 Pinot Noir (Mendocino). A 

beautifully balanced, well-made Pinot Noir 
from the sons of the late Bobby Fetzer of the famed 
Mendocino Fetzer family, who started Masút original-
ly to farm organic Pinot grapes with his sons. Ben and 
Jake do honor to their family heritage here with a clean, 
bright bottle of high-toned cranberry and tart cherry ac-
companied by a richness of texture and just a touch of 
oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

51
93 David Sterza 2007 Amarone della Valpo-

licella Classico. With a building fan base, 
David Sterza is quickly emerging as one of the best 
Amarone producers to watch. His 2007 vintage opens 
with drying mineral notes that form a delicate contour 
around bright cherry, savory spice and dried tobacco 
leaf. The Italian Wine Trader. Editors’ Choice. —M.L. 
abv: 16% Price: $40 

52

93 William Fèvre 2008 Fourchaume Pre-
mier Cru (Chablis). A beautifully balanced 

wine, mixing an intense, nervy, crisp fruit character with 
light wood flavors and the most piercing acidity. This is 
a serious wine, for aging over 3–5 years while retaining 
impeccable fruit. Henriot Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

53
96 Sequoia Grove 2007 Rutherford Bench 

Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther-
ford). A stunningly beautiful Cabernet, made from 
the estate vineyard of all five classic Bordeaux varieties. 
Softly tannic and dry, it shows lush flavors of green ol-
ives, black cherries, anise and smoky oak that swirl into 
a long, impressive finish. Drinkable now for sheer beau-
ty, it will develop over the next decade. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

“Making good wine is a skill; making 
fine wine is an art.” 

—Robert Mondavi
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54
93 Mocali 2006 Brunello di Montalcino. 

Bright spice, tobacco and leather make for a 
warm, brooding personality that characterizes Mocali’s 
gorgeous Brunello. But the fruit is by no means missing. 
In fact, loads of cherry and blueberry help to liven the 
wine’s densely extracted mouthfeel. Michael Skurnik 
Wines. —M.L. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40

 55
92 Château Eugénie 2005 Cuvée Réserve 

de l’Aiëul (Cahors). While it certainly is tan-
nic, the wine also has bold fruit, full of black berry and 
sweet jam flavors. That makes this balanced, although 
when the tannins are going to soften is unsure. Decant 
before serving. The Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

56

95 Il Poggione 2005 Vigna Paganelli Riser-
va (Brunello di Montalcino). Riserva Vigna 

Paganelli is an outstanding wine with bold chocolate 
and exotic spice aromas that are folded deep within the 
wine’s solid, succulent structure. This expression earns 
high marks thanks to the impressively rich and creamy 
feel it imparts in the mouth. Terlato Wines Internation-
al. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $96 

57

92 Greg Norman Estates 2006 Reserve Shi-
raz (Limestone Coast). A hugely oaky wine, 

but one that manages to taste awfully good nonetheless, 
with layers of vanilla and toast leading into a full-bod-
ied, supple wine loaded with notes of maple syrup and 
brown sugar. Drink now. Treasury Wine Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

58
95 Ideology Cellars 2007 Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Oak Knoll). Although this Cab is too 
young and tannic to drink now, it’s impressive for its vol-
ume and depth, as well as the future possibilities. Shows 
a huge core of blackberries, currants and cassis, with a 
mineral tang and near-perfect oak application. Grows 
more complex and generous as it breathes in the glass. 
Give it 4–5 years in the cellar to soften and mellow. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $39 

59

92 Bailly-Lapierre 2005 Égarade Brut (Cré-
mant de Bourgogne). Égarade means a 

“mysterious evening stroll,” according to the producer. 
Perhaps the idea is that you lose track of time in this 
wine. A blend of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, it is rich 

and full-bodied with a good weight of white and green 
fruits and a final nervy texture and acidity. William Har-
rison Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

60
92 Piccini 2006 Sasso al Poggio (Toscana). 

This flagship super Tuscan from Piccini shows 
us the serious winemaking potential of one of Tuscany’s 
most charismatic and playful wineries. The softness and 
richness of the wine is impressive and its long finish is 
driven forward by chocolate, red cherry and spice. Ave-
niù Brands, Inc. —M.L. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

61
94 Gérard Bertrand 2008 La Forge (Cor-

bières-Boutenac). There’s a strong mineral 
backbone to this wine, which alongside notes of gar-
rigue (think lavender and bay leaves) and purple vio-
let florals highlight this fantastic terroir. Black cherry, 
plum, licorice stick and black peppercorns flood the pal-
ate, while hints of used coffee grinds, cocoa powder and 
Graham cracker crust appear on the seriously long fin-
ish. Creamy and decadent but balanced; easy to drink 
now but will age gracefully. Gérard Bertrand USA. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

62
94 Cascina Ballarin 2007 Bussia (Barolo). 

This beautifully bold and opulent Barolo opens 
with dark extraction and super-soft aromas of melted 
milk chocolate, red cherry, vanilla cream, cinnamon and 
dark spice. The mouthfeel is rich and soft with sweet 
cherry flavors on the close. Ideal Wine and Spirits Co. 
Inc. —M.L. 
abv: NA Price: $70 

63
92 Terre Rouge 2009 Viognier (Shenandoah 

Valley). A silky-smooth Viognier with apricot 
and honey on the nose and taste that’s layered in fla-
vors and textures and has an awesomely lingering fin-
ish without any of Viognier’s prediliction for oiliness. A 
fine example of Shenandoah Valley’s abilities for Rhône 
whites. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 
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64

91 Nautilus 2010 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Winemaker Clive Jones has been 

steadily improving the wines at Nautilus, and the 2010 
Sauvignon Blanc may be his best yet. Leafy, capsicum 
notes arise on the nose and persist through the fin-
ish, backed with just enough grapefruit to see them 
through. Lithe and refreshing. Negociants USA, Inc.  
Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

65
93 Rocche Costamagna 2007 Rocche 

dell’Annunziata (Barolo). From the Rocche 
dell’Annunziata subzone, this well-priced Barolo offers 
beautifully vibrant aromas of cherry cola, chopped mint, 
violets and light shadings of exotic spice. In the mouth, 
it sports a compact, polished texture.  Laird & Com-
pany. —M.L. 
abv: NA Price: $49 

66

93 Château Malartic-Lagraviere 2008 Pes-
sac-Léognan. A powerful, ripe wine, with sol-

id tannins and rich black plum and currant fruits. The 
wine is very much in the Malartic-Lagravière style of 
rich, dense fruits layered with tannins. Château Malar-
tic-Lagravière. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

67
93 Almaviva 2007 Red (Puente Alto). Dark, 

toasty and minerally to start with, then throw in 
some olive, herb and cassis and it’s pure Maipo Caber-
net at its best. The palate is deep, layered and lush, with 
a smooth, elegant yet lusty flow of cassis, berry, olive 
and herbal flavors. Fine on the finish, with mild barrel-
influenced chocolate. Ready to drink but could be cel-
lared for another 4–5 years. Diageo Chateau & Estates. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

68
93 De Toren 2008 Fusion V 

(Stellenbosch). A stun-
ning wine loaded with nuance and 
complexity, Fusion V is a blend of 
56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% 
Cabernet Franc, 12% Malbec, 
7% Merlot and 5% Petit Verdot. 
Spicy accents of leather, tobacco 
and cured meat add intrigue to 
the dark fruit core, while pepper 
and sweet licorice spice infuse 
the long finish. It’s textured like 
crushed velvet with a firm struc-
ture of dusty tannins that linger. 
Drink now–2014. Cape Classics. 
—L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

69
92 Mountford 2007 Estate Chardonnay 

(Waipara). This has really evolved over the 
past 10 months since I tasted it at the winery, going 
from crisp and pineapple-y then to more honeyed and 
tropical now, with opulent layers of peach and mango 
that coat the mouth on the long finish. Drink now. Infin-
ity Imports. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $29 

70
95 Failla 2009 Keefer Ranch Pinot Noir (Rus-

sian River Valley). Failla has been working 
with the fruit from this coveted vineyard for a long time, 
and has figured it out better than anyone. How they 
take basic Russian River Valley cherry, raspberry and 
cola flavors and uplift the wine into the extraordinarily 
exotic is inexplicable. But they do. An amazingly com-
plex, compelling young Pinot Noir. Drink now–2019, at 
least. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

71
93 Emilio Rojo 2009 Blanco (Ribeiro). The 

iconoclastic Emilio Rojo produces this five-
grape blend from terraced vineyards located in inland 
Galicia. The wine is lush, rich and shows barrel char-
acteristics and depth. The nose is toasty and alluring, 
but the real play comes in the mouth, which is healthy 
as an ox, with layered flavors of baked apple, tropical 
fruits and honey. Long on the finish, with an appeal-
ing texture and fine acidity. In perfect condition now; 
drink through 2013. De Maison Selections, Inc. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $53 

72
92 Riglos 2008 Gran Malbec (Mendoza). 

Rich, pure and inviting as can be, with coco-
nut, cola, licorice and a ton of black fruit making for 
an excellent bouquet. The palate is rich and smooth in 
texture, with blackberry, cassis and cola flavors. Lay-
ered and pure on the finish, with exemplary depth and 
length. Paul Hobbs Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

73
92 Vindemio 2009 Amadeus (Ventoux). 

Mainly Grenache (80%, the balance is Syrah) 
aged entirely in tank, this wine features loads of super-
ripe dark cherries and plums, yet with a savory, olive-
and meat-tinged aspect as well. Full-bodied, with a 
velvety texture and a long finish, it should drink well 
through at least 2016. European Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

74
92 Pieropan 2009 La Rocca (Soave Clas-

sico). Past vintages of La Rocca have demon-
strated Soave’s potential for cellar aging, and this beau-
tiful expression from the excellent 2009 vintage also 
shows a bright future ahead. The wine is redolent of 
yellow roses and stone fruit and offers a playfully spicy 
note at the end. Empson (USA) Ltd. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.L. 
abv: 13% Price: $30

Grapes of Wrath 
A 15th-century statute in the Barolo commune 
La Morra decreed that anyone who uprooted a 
Nebbiolo vine would be punished with the loss of 
their right hand, and for repeat offenders, death.
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 75
92 Château de la Liquiere 2008 Cistus 

(Faugères). This dark and concentrated red, 
composed of 70% Syrah, 15% Grenache, 10% Mourvè-
dre and 5% Carignan, offers superb strength of flavors 
in a firmly defined and well-balanced structure. Black 
fruit is abundant throughout, with complex accents of 
licorice, wild game, sweet spice and bittersweet cocoa 
powder. Concentrated fruit, tight tannins and medium 
acidity provide the promise of ageability; try from 2013–
2018. Serge Doré Selections. Editors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

76
92 Cantina Sociale della Valpantena 2007 

Amarone della Valpolicella. This coopera-
tive winery offers good quality at bargain prices. Here’s 
a rich Amarone with lively chocolate, black cherry, va-
nilla and spice components. The sweet, penetrating 
bouquet is further enhanced by light shadings of steak 
sauce and cola. Omniwines Distribution. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

77
95 Qupé 2007 Bien Nacido Hillside Estate 

Syrah (Santa Maria Valley). A massively 
rich, ripe, flamboyant wine. Huge in blackberries, cas-
sis, smoked meat, leather, cocoa, pepper and sandal-
wood flavors that go on and on. Full-bodied, power-
ful, a hedonist’s Syrah. Near perfect balance of tannins 
and acids, with integrated oak. Dramatic and ageable, it 
should develop over the next six years. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

78
92 Campolargo 2008 Rol de Coisas Antigas 

(Bairrada). A fascinating blend of five variet-
ies, this solid, black wine shows structure, dense tan-
nins, an enticing perfume and big, ripe fruits. The finish 
has acidity, but also those powerful tannins. Age for 4–5 
years. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

79
92 Dominio de Tares 2007 Exaltos Cepas 

Viejas Mencía (Bierzo). Deep, dark and 
oaky smelling, with tons of mocha on top of ripe black 
fruit aromas. There’s both heft and elegance to this 
wine, that and coffee, spice and exotic black fruit fla-
vors. Finishes toasty and spicy, with a rich, chunky, 

structured feel. Impressive; drink now through 2013. 
Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

80

92 Inama 2009 Vigneto du Lot (Soave Clas-
sico). This gorgeous Soave Classico boasts 

barrique-inspired aromas of toasted almond and vanilla 
cream with loads of mature melon, peach, apricot and 
honey. The wine opens with a bright golden color and 
offers a silky, smooth feeling on the close. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —M.L. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

81

92 S.A. Prüm 2009 Graacher Himmelreich 
Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). A lovely effort 

from proprietor Raimund Prüm, this plump, creamy-
textured spätlese displays ample minerality—there’s a 
distinctly slate-driven note—allied to ripe apple, stone 
fruit and citrus. Sweet but not overwhelmingly so, this 
would be terrific with slightly sweet or spicy dishes. 
Palm Bay International. —J.C. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $31 

82

94 Joseph Drouhin 2008 Clos des Mouch-
es Premier Cru (Beaune). The aromas of 

smoky new wood follow through to the wood flavors on 
the palate. However, it’s the powerful sweet black cher-
ry and red berry fruit flavors, layered with fruit tannins 
and acidity, that are driving this impressive wine. For 
aging at least six years. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $89 

83
95 Melville 2009 Carrie’s Pinot Noir (Sta. 

Rita Hills). Extraordinarily rich and ripe, if a 
little high in alcohol. Shows great extract, with masses 
of squashed, gooey cherries, raspberries and oodles of 
spices. Feels opulent and dramatic, with smoky oak 
adding to the complex, almost feral layers. So much go-
ing on in the glass. Just gorgeous now, and should hold 
and develop over the next 4–5 years. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $46 

84

92 Guy Saget 2009 Le Domaine Saget 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Perfumed, rounded wine, 

packed with fruit, its ripe flavor given point with kiwi 
fruit acidity. There is a light spiciness that adds to the 
complexity. Age for 3–4 years. Pasternak Wine Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35
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 85

92 Stark-Condé 2007 Three Pines Unfined 
and Unfiltered Syrah (Jonkershoek Val-

ley). An immediately attractive wine with intense aro-
mas of black raspberry, cherry and plum laced with 
toasted cedar and mocha accents. The texture is like 
crushed velvet, and the rich mouth filled with firm but 
fine-grain tannins. A touch of cola spice unwinds on the 
long finish. Drink now–2014. Vineyard Brands. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

86

92 Shingleback 2006 D Block Reserve Shi-
raz (McLaren Vale). For the price, this full-

bodied, richly textured Shiraz “overdelivers,” as Aus-
tralians like to say. Scents of raspberries, chocolate and 
cedar give way to a harmonious mélange of berries 
and chocolate in the mouth, balanced by savory notes 
of black olive and coffee. Drink now–2018. Precept 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50

87

95 Marimar Estate 2007 Don Miguel Vine-
yard Cristina Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Massive, flamboyantly rich, a real treasure in 
the mouth. Just dazzles with the intensity of cherries, 
black raspberries, Dr. Pepper, plums, sweet vanilla-
scented sandalwood and a wild array of savory spices. 
The wine is a small-production barrel selection from the 
estate vineyard, which is in the heart of the Green Val-
ley. Drink now and through 2013, at least.  —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $49 

88
92 Domaine Seilly 2007 Schenkenberg 

Riesling (Alsace). Edging towards maturi-
ty, this shows toast and kerosene aromas, followed by 
a perfumed, ripe fruit-textured wine, concentrated and 
intense. With its rich fruit, now heading towards nutti-
ness, the wine is ready to drink. Frank Johnson Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

89

92 Mas du Soleilla 2008 Les Bartelles La 
Clape (Coteaux du Languedoc). This vel-

vety red blend of 75% Syrah and 25% Grenache is dark 
and heady but approachable and easily drinkable now. 
Boysenberry and black cherry flood the bouquet, ac-
cented by notes of purple flowers and cola. Balanced 
and lush in the mouth, the black raspberry fruit and 

peppery spice carry through to the long, evolving finish.  
Luxe Vintages. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

90
91 Geh. Rat Dr. von Bassermann-Jordan 

2009 Riesling Trocken (Pfalz). This histor-
ic estate has turned out a terrific example of dry Riesling 
at a great price. It’s simultaneously flinty and fruity, with 
Pfalz-characteristic brininess that makes the pear, mel-
on and citrus flavors really pop. Lingering and stony on 
the finish. Magellan Wine Imports. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.C. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $17 

91
94 Franciscan 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Napa Valley). A terrific wine that proves you 
don’t have to spend a fortune for a top-flight Napa Val-
ley Cabernet. It’s a deeply flavored, brooding young 
wine, filled with exciting blackberry, cassis and miner-
al flavors. Big in tannins, yet with a very refined, classy 
mouthfeel, it should begin to hit its stride after 2014.   
Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28

 92
92 Alain Jaume et Fils 2008 Domaine Grand 

Veneur (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Chez  
Jaume, the family took the difficult decision not to pro-
duce its luxury Cuvée Origines in 2008. That old-vine 
juice ended up in this bottling, which no doubt accounts 
for its splendidly lush yet balanced midpalate and in-
tense notes of cracked pepper, cassis and espresso. A 
great success for the vintage. Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93
91 San Pedro 2010 1865 Single Vineyard 

Sauvignon Blanc (Leyda Valley). In the 
four years that San Pedro has been making this SB, 
it has improved steadily. This is pungent, strong and 
piercing, with sharpness that comes up just shy of being 
too much. Spritzy in feel, with lime, fresh lettuce and 
tarragon flavors. Sheer, long and tangy on the finish; ex-
cellent Leyda SB. Shaw-Ross International Importers.  
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19Intense Grapes

If there are too many grapes growing on a vine 
at the same time, the flavor of a finished wine 
can taste dilute. Just by keeping crop yields low, 
winemakers increase a wine’s intensity.
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94

91 Markus Huber 2010 Obere Steigen 
Grüner Veltliner (Traisental). Still closed up 

when tasted in June 2011, but showing great promise. 
It has weight, with vanilla and spice flavors to comple-
ment the rich apricot, pear and lime notes. They will 
give an impressive, full wine in a year. Screwcap. Circo 
Vino. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19

 95
93 Vilafonté 2008 Series C (Paarl). The 2008 

Series C shows more grip and bruising struc-
ture than previous vintages of the Cabernet-based 
blend, with gripping tannins framing the hugely con-
centrated and heady blackberry, boysenberry and deep 
plum flavors. Tight and firm in the mouth, complex back 
notes of black licorice, cigar tobacco and crushed Afri-
can violet petals appear once the structure subsides and 
remain through the very long close. Hold until 2014–
2016. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $75

96

92 Torres 2008 Salmos Perpetual (Priorat). 
On the money right from the start, where deep 

aromas of black fruits, minerality and fresh herbs min-
gle nicely. The palate is creamy and smooth, with rich, 
almost syrupy berry, cream, coffee and toffee flavors. 
Oaked up but not “oaky,” with caramel and chocolate 
on the smooth finish. Drink now through 2015. Drey-
fus, Ashby & Co. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $58

  97
91 Georges Duboeuf 2010 Domaine des 

Rosiers (Moulin-à-Vent). Intense and rich 
wine, with touches of smoky wood, the tannins ripe, 
the acidity a refreshing balancing factor. With its cherry 
character, there is fruit already, but wait a year and this 
will be impressive. W.J. Deutsch & Sons. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18

 

98
92 Peter Lehmann 2005 Eight Songs Shiraz 

(Barossa). This full-bodied, richly textured 
Shiraz is ready to drink, with slightly lifted aromas of 
plums and baking spices and a velvety mouthfeel. Long 
and supple on the finish, it should continue to drink well 
through at least 2018. Hess Collection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

99

98 Dolce 2006 Sémillon-Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). With this wine, Dolce cements 

its status as California’s most consistently great dessert 
wine. This year’s blend is 80% Sémillon and 20% Sau-
vignon Blanc, and the grapes were infected with the 
botrytis, resulting in the fantastic sweetness. Devastat-
ing in apricot, orange, pear, honey, vanilla and créme 
brûlée flavors, in an unctuous, viscous texture, with 
wonderfully clean acidity, it’s certainly one of the great-
est sweet California wines in memory.  —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $85/375 ml 

100
91 Domaine Saint Andéol 2007 Séduction 

Cairanne (Côtes-du-Rhône Villages). 
Perhaps it is this wine’s elevated proportion of Carignan 
(15%) that gives it such a lovely and distinctive per-
fume, incorporating hints of ground pepper, cinnamon 
or clove, and ripe cherries. It’s medium in body, verging 
on creamy in texture because of the supple tannins, and 
features plenty of spice on the long finish. Drink now–
2015. MROI LLC.  Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

To download a PDF of  
The Enthusiast 100  

visit winemag.com/2011

Lofty Champagne 
On January 25, 2008, Luuk Broos of the 
Netherlands and his team garnered a Guinness 
World Record for building the largest pyramid 
using Champagne glasses. The tower consisted of 
43,680 glasses and stood 63 stories tall.
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OUR FAVORITE WINES FROM THE 
WORLD’S PREMIER WINE REGIONS
Score chasers rejoice! These are the top-rated wines of the past year, organized by geographic region. For producers 
with duplicate high-scoring entries, we’ve listed only the first example, but you can find full lists—and full reviews—
of the Top 100 in each region online at winemag.com/scorechaser2011.

FRANCE
99 Domaine Huët 2009 Cu-

vée Constance (Vouvray); 
$159/500 ml. Cellar Selection. Rare 
Wine Company. —R.V.

97 Château Ausone 2008 Saint-
Emilion; $NA. Château Ausone. 

—R.V.

97 Château Lafite Rothschild 
2008 Pauillac; $NA. Cellar Se-

lection. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V.

97 Château Pétrus 2008 Pomerol; 
$NA. Etablissements Jean-Pierre 

Moueix. —R.V.

97 Domaine Dujac 2009 Bonnes-
Mares; $344. Cellar Selection. 

The Sorting Table. —R.V.

97 Domaine Leflaive 2008 Bien-
venues Bâtard-Montrachet; 

$410. Cellar Selection. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. —R.V.

96 Château Haut-Brion 2008 
Pessac-Léognan; $NA. Château 

Haut-Brion. —R.V.

96 Château Latour 2008 Pauillac; 
$NA. Cellar Selection. Château 

Latour. —R.V.

96 Château Léoville-Barton 2008 
Saint-Julien; $90. Cellar Selec-

tion. Château Léoville-Barton. —R.V.

96 Château Margaux 2008 Mar-
gaux; $NA. Cellar Selection. 

Château Margaux. —R.V.

ITALY
99 Gaja 2007 Sorì San Lorenzo 

Nebbiolo (Langhe); $440. Cel-
lar Selection. Terlato Wines International. 
—M.L.

97 Casanova di Neri 2006 Tenuta 
Nuova (Brunello di Montalci-

no); $80. Cellar Selection. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —M.L.

97 Castello Banfi 2007 Excelsus 
Cabernet Sauvignon-Merlot 

(Toscana); $81. Banfi Vintners. —M.L.

97 Fattoria Petrolo 2008 Gala-
trona Merlot (Toscana); $134. 

Vintus LLC. —M.L

96 Cantina Bartolo Mascarello 
2007 Barolo; $NA. Cellar Se-

lection. Robert Chadderdon Selections. 
—M.L.

96 Cordero di Montezemolo 
2007 Bricco Gattera (Barolo); 

$80. Cellar Selection. Omniwines Distri-
bution. —M.L.

96 Poggio Nardone 2006 Brunel-
lo di Montalcino; $50. Cellar 

Selection. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.L.

96 Renieri 2001 Principe di Renieri 
Blanco (Toscana); $NA/375 ml. 

Glazer and Michelangelo Selection. —M.L.

96 Tua Rita 2008 Redigaffi (Tos-
cana); $330. Cellar Selection. 

Winebow. —M.L.

95 Altesino 2006 Montosoli 
(Brunello di Montalcino); 

$150. Cellar Selection. Winebow. —M.L.

NEW ZEALAND & 
AUSTRALIA
100 Chambers Rosewood Vine-

yards NV Rare Muscat 
(Rutherglen); $300/375 ml. Cellar Se-
lection. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C.

98 Campbells NV Isabella Rare To-
kay (Rutherglen); $97/375 ml. 

Cellar Selection. Click Wine Group. —J.C.

96 Penfolds 2004 Grange Shiraz 
(South Australia); $500. Cellar 

Selection. Foster’s Wine Estates Ameri-
cas. —J.C.

95 R.L. Buller & Son NV Calli-
ope Rare Tokay (Rutherglen); 

$120/375 ml. Cellar Selection. Southern 
Starz, Inc. —J.C.

95 Seppeltsfield 1987 Para Taw-
ny Port (Barossa Valley); $70. 

Editors’ Choice. Negociants USA, Inc. 
—J.C.

94 De Bortoli 2007 Noble One 
Bortytis Semillon (New South 

Wales); $32/375 ml. De Bortoli Wines 
USA Inc. —J.C.

94 Torbreck 2007 Descendant 
Shiraz-Viognier (Barossa Val-

ley); $105. Torbreck. —J.C.

93 Andrew Hardy 2004 The Ox 
Shiraz (McLaren Vale); $100. 

Southern Starz, Inc. —J.C.

93 Craggy Range 2007 Calvert 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Ban-

nockburn); $50. Editors’ Choice. Ko-
brand. —J.C.

93 Kilikanoon 2007 Attunga 1865 
Shiraz (Clare Valley); $235. Old 

Bridge Cellars. —J.C.

SOUTH AMERICA
94 Bodega Catena Zapata 2007 

Nicasia Vineyard Malbec 
(Mendoza); $120. Editors’ Choice. 
Winebow. —M.S.

94 Monteviejo 2007 Lindaflor La 
Violeta Malbec (Mendoza); 

$100. Editors’ Choice. Bob Bofman Se-
lections. —M.S.

94 Trapiche 2008 Viña Jorge Mi-
ralles Single Vineyard Malbec 

(Mendoza); $55. Editors’ Choice. Fred-
erick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S.

93 Almaviva 2007 Red (Puente 
Alto); $50. Editors’ Choice. Dia-

geo Chateau & Estates. —M.S.

93 Caliboro Estate 2008 Erasmo 
Late Harvest Torontel (Maule 

Valley); $35/375 ml. Editors’ Choice. 
Palm Bay International. —M.S.

93 Emiliana 2007 Gê (Colchagua 
Valley); $92. Editors’ Choice. 

Banfi Vintners. —M.S.

93 François Lurton 2007 Cha-
cayes Malbec (Mendoza); $77. 

Editors’ Choice. Vintus LLC. —M.S.

93 Kaiken 2007 Mai Malbec 
(Mendoza); $85. Editors’ 

Choice. T.G.I.C. Importers. —M.S.

93 O. Fournier 2004 Alfa Crux 
Red Wine (Uco Valley); $42. 

Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S.

93 Riglos 2008 Gran Corte (Men-
doza); $40. Editors’ Choice. 

Paul Hobbs Wines. —M.S. 

SPAIN
95 François Lurton 2006 Campo 

Eliseo (Toro); $100. Editors’ 
Choice. Winesellers Ltd. —M.S.

94 Alto Moncayo 2008 Aquilon 
Garnacha (Campo de Borja); 

$166. Editors’ Choice. Fine Estates From 
Spain. —M.S.

94 Clos Mogador 2008 Nelin 
Blanco (Priorat); $57. Editors’ 

Choice. Europvin. —M.S.

94 Finca Allende 2007 Aurus 
(Rioja); $247. Editors’ Choice. 

Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S.

94 Muga 2004 Prado Enea Gran 
Reserva (Rioja); $66. Cellar 

Selection. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S.

94 Numanthia-Termes, S.L. 2008 
Termanthia (Toro); $200. Cel-

lar Selection. Moët Hennessy USA. 
—M.S.

94 O. Fournier 2006 Alfa Spiga 
(Ribera del Duero); $47. Edi-

tors’ Choice. Fine Estates From Spain. 
—M.S.

94 Sierra Cantabria 2007 Aman-
cio (Rioja); $174. Editors’ 

Choice. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S.

94 Vall Llach 2006 Priorat; $95. 
Editors’ Choice. Folio Fine Wine 

Partners. —M.S.

93 Agrícola Labastida 2006 Le-
tras (Rioja); $45. Elite Wines Im-

port. —M.S.

UNITED STATES
100 Cayuse 2008 Bionic Frog 

Syrah (Walla Walla Valley); 
$80.—P.G.

99 Charles Smith 2007 Royal 
City Stoneridge Vineyard 

Syrah (Columbia Valley); $140. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G.

99 Stonestreet 2007 Rockfall 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Alex-

ander Valley); $75. Cellar Selection. 
—S.H.

99 Venge 2008 Family Re-
serve Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Oakville); $125. —S.H.

98 Araujo 2007 Eisele Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley); 

$275. —S.H.

98 Dolce 2006 Sémillon-Sau-
vignon Blanc (Napa Valley); 

$85/375 ml. —S.H.

98 Goldeneye 2007 Ten Degrees 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley); 

$100. —S.H.

98 Leonetti Cellar 2008 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Walla Walla Val-

ley); $85. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.

98 Schramsberg 2004 J. Schram 
Rosé (North Coast); $130. 

—S.H.

98 Verité 2006 La Joie (Sonoma 
County); $300. Cellar Selec-

tion. —S.H. 


