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SPAIN
RIOJA

95 Artadi 2011 Viña El Pison (Rioja). Artadi’s 
top wine is dynamite in a bottle. Ripe, satu-

rated, oaky aromas of blackberry, leather, blueberry 
pie and aged cheese are incredibly potent and allur-
ing. This is huge in the mouth, with lemony oak and 
broad tannins that don’t grind. Intense blackberry, 
coffee, toast and smoky flavors finish a mile deep, 
with all sorts of textural grab and character. Best 
from 2016 through 2026. Folio Fine Wine Partners. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $300 

94 Artadi 2011 Pagos Viejos (Rioja). Violet 
petal, fine leather, roasted berry and spice 

aromas are classy and elevated. This is a deep, gen-
erous, modern Rioja with tons of ripeness but also 

ideal balance. Black-fruit flavors spread from cheek 
to cheek, while toast, bitter chocolate and espresso 
notes add complexity. This beauty finishes stout, 
with toast, mint, chocolate and herb flavors. Drink 
from 2015 through 2025. Folio Fine Wine Partners. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Artadi 2011 Valdegines Single Vineyard (Rio-
ja). Ripe, savory and smoky up front, this is 

oozing blackberry, cassis, bacon and leather aromas. 
The palate on this minerally Rioja is as juicy, ripe 
and fresh as they come. Flavors of plum, berry, herbs 
and oak are integrated, classy and finish long, with a 
touch of coconut and raw wood that will likely dis-
appear with more bottle age. Drink through 2025. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Bodegas Ontañón 2004 Reserva (Rioja). 
Ripe berry, red cherry and molasses aromas 

are simultaneously crisp yet loamy. This reserva 
from a great year is juicy, structured and firm, yet 
not unforgiving. Flavors of raspberry, currant and 
plum finish earthy and with a speck of raisiny ripe-
ness. Drink through 2024. Gabriel Wilson Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

92 Bodegas Ontañón 2001 Gran Reserva (Rio-
ja). Minerally, dusty aromas of red plum and 

raspberry precede a compact palate with juicy acid-
ity. A tight, layered set of spicy red-berry flavors 
comes with oak, chocolate and spice notes on the 
backside, while the finish is long and folds in vanilla 
alongside preserving vital acidity. Drink through 
2030. Gabriel Wilson Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 

92 Marqués de Cáceres 2011 MC (Rioja). This is 
arguably the best MC Cáceres has bottled. 

Dense, smoky aromas of bacon, toast and blackberry 
are showing well. A concentrated yet balanced pal-
ate is home to flavors of ripe black fruits accented 
by proper doses of spice and leather. A toasty finish 
is black as night, with coffee and hard spice notes. 
Drink through 2020. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Se-
lection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

92 Marqués del Puerto 2005 Bentus Vendimia 
Seleccionada (Rioja). Leather, spice, lemon 

peel and dried-fruit aromas are textbook for mature 
Rioja. An elegant yet common mouthfeel is medium 
bodied and racy, while flavors of dried berry fruits, 
vanilla, pepper and tobacco are familiar and well 
presented. A long finish holds onto its fruit, indicat-
ing this can age for another decade or so. W. Direct. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Marqués del Puerto 2004 Gran Reserva (Rio-
ja). Mild rooty notes come side by side with 

plum, berry and cola aromas. This is deep, pure and 
elegant in the mouth, with ripe berry, spice and va-
nilla flavors doled out in proper amounts. A loamy 
finish with just enough acidic kick confirms the ex-
cellence of this gran reserva from a classic vintage. 
Drink through 2018. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Muga 2009 Unfiltered Reserva (Rioja). For 
full review see page 8. 

abv: 14% Price: $27 

92 Viña Olabarri 2001 Gran Reserva (Rioja). De-
spite persistent gaseous, rubbery aromas, 

this is superb in the mouth, with bright acidity and 
a firm, unwavering structure. Plum, raspberry and 
integrated oak create a fine flavor profile, while the 
finish offers cocoa powder and toast notes along 
with juicy acidity. Drink now through 2025. Com-
munal Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

SPAIN
Spanish stars from the 2011 vintage

T
here’s no shortage of excellence among the 
more than 100 Spanish wines reviewed in 
this month’s Buying Guide.

Roughly one-third of the wines in this 
report rated 90 points or higher, with a couple 
of wines reaching the rarified 94–95 range. If 
that seems like a high percentage of great wines 
from one country, look at the 
names of the producers and re-
gions that are driving the qual-
ity bus, and the picture becomes 
clearer.

At the head of the class in this 
report is Artadi, the modern- 
leaning Rioja winery run by 
the meticulous Juan Carlos de 
la Calle. Artadi’s 2011 pres-
tige bottlings—Valdegines Sin-
gle Vineyard, Pagos Viejos and 
Viña El Pison—which are 100% Tempranillo  
and range in price from $65 to $300 per bot-
tle, are all outstanding. In general, the 2011 vin-
tage in Spain, which is on the market now, was 
a solid year that yielded good to superb wines 
throughout the country. 

More affordable 2011 Tempranillo-based 

wines that showed well were Marqués de  
Cáceres’s MC (92 points; $30) and Aldonia’s 
basic Rioja (91 points; $25). Meanwhile, 2011 
was a strong year for Garnacha (Grenache) as 
well, with wines like Scala Dei’s Negre from 
Priorat, Castillo de Maluenda’s Punto y Coma  
Viñas Viejas from Calatayud and Bodega Muriel’s  

JME from Rioja each earning 90 
points or more. 

In summary: If you’re look-
ing for high-quality, robust red 
wines to usher in the fall, Spain 
is a good place to begin your 
search.

Also in this issue, we take 
a look at some other stunning 
reds, from outstanding Barolos 
to New World selections from 
Argentina, Australia, California 

and Oregon. We also review the latest releases  
from Portugal and the Loire Valley. And, as  
always, be sure to check out our complete  
database, with thousands more reviews, at  
buyingguide.winemag.com.

Cheers! 
 —Michael Schachner

If you’re looking  
for high-quality,  
robust red wines 

to usher in the fall, 
Spain is a good 
place to begin  

your search.
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100 Paolo Scavino 2010 Bric dël Fiasc (Baro-
lo). If a wine can truly be perfect, this is 

it. Displaying power, grace, depth and complexity, 
this Barolo delivers sublime Nebbiolo sensations 
including rose, underbrush, red cherry, leather, 
licorice, baking spices, clove, white pepper and bal-
samic notes. The intense flavors are balanced by 
velvety tannins and fantastic energy. Drink 2018–
2038. Martin Scott Wines. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

96 Paul Hobbs 2012 Hyde Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Mouthwateringly juicy in bright 

tart cherry fruit, this is lush, with delicate acidity 
and completely resolved tannins. It provides a mas-
terful study in how to balance an exuberance of ripe 
California fruit while still offering finesse and re-
straint. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

95 Elvio Cogno 2010 Ravera (Barolo). Cogno 
helped put the Novello village on the Barolo- 

lovers’ map. This wine opens with fragrances of red 
and black berries, rose, baking spice and leather. 
The vibrant palate delivers wild cherry, raspberry, 
mint, sage, thyme and cocoa accents alongside brac-
ing tannins and nervous acidity. Drink after 2020. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

95 Fratelli Alessandria 2010 Monvigliero  
(Barolo). This offering comes from one of 

Barolo’s top producers and one of the best vineyard 
areas in the entire denomination. It delivers clas-
sic Nebbiolo sensations of ripe black cherry, fleshy 
raspberry and wild strawberry accented by white 
pepper, cinnamon, leather and uplifting mineral 
notes. With firm but polished tannins and bright 
acidity, it’s already accessible, but will develop for 
decades. Drink 2020–2040. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

95 Lazy Creek 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson Val-
ley). Full-bodied and generously flavorful, 

this is shaped and accented by oak influences, but 
still governed by rich, enticing flavors of ripe plum, 
dark cherry, blackberry and cinnamon. It features 
great depth of flavor, breadth in the silky texture 
and length on the finish. Best now through 2020. 
Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 

95 Penfolds 2009 Grange (South Australia). 
Huge dill and vanilla aromas wrap around 

intense mixed-berry fruit, ending on notes of 
espresso and dark chocolate. It’s full bodied and 
richly textured, but perhaps a bit coarse as well. 
This may not be the biggest, baddest or longest-
lived Grange, but it maintains the Grange standard 
of excellence. Drink 2020–2030. Treasury Wine 
Estates. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $850 
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95 Trisaetum 2013 Estates Reserve Dry Riesling 
(Willamette Valley). Trisaetum produces 

both a dry and an off-dry cuvée from each of its 
estate vineyards, and continues the practice with 
this Estates Reserve. This offers extra concentra-
tion, grip and complexity. Floral, citrus, stone fruit 
and bracing acidity combine in a midpalate that is 
packed with young fruit flavors. Good as it is, the 
best is yet to come. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $32 

94 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Bussia Vigneto Bo-
fani (Barolo). Structured but elegant, this 

opens with a classic Nebbiolo bouquet of crushed 
flowers, perfumed berries, leather, spice and bal-
samic. The ethereal palate weaves together juicy 
red cherry, mint, cinnamon, clove and alpine herbs 
all supported by silky, smooth tannins. It’s already 
tempting, but hold for additional complexity. Drink 
2018–2038. Boisset Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

94 Cattleya 2012 Soberanes Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). This complex Syr-

ah has a surprisingly deep, dark red color, almost 
like a Port, but it’s not nearly as heavy as it looks. It 
boasts intricate flavors, a firm but not fat structure, 
and signature cool-climate Syrah characteristics of 
black pepper, wood smoke, plum and grilled meat 
flavors. Medium-bodied and silky textured, it sips 
smoothly and leaves you wanting more. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $70 

94 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Monts 
Damnés (Sancerre). From the intensely 

steep Monts Damnés vineyard, this wine is rich and 
full of ripe tropical and citrus fruits, with a tight 
line in steely minerality. It’s still too structured and 
firm, so drink from 2016. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

94 Donum 2011 Estate Grown Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). There’s pronounced 

power in this Pinot, a selection of 14 barrels giv-
en 18 months in 71% new French oak. Complex, 
it achieves a sense of balance that will come into 
greater focus over time. At the moment, it offers 
kirsch notes and sizzling acidity around a core of 
peppery allspice and toasty brioche, but it will only 
continue to develop and evolve with age. Cellar Se-
lection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $90 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2012 Angel Camp Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). A purely deli-

cious fruit personality makes this single-vineyard 
Pinot stand out from the crowd of oak bombs. It has 
an unusually deep, dark color for a Pinot Noir and it 
stays a rich red on the rim. It’s medium to full-bod-
ied but not at all heavy. A vein of tannin and berry-
like acidity lifts the rich, ripe plum and black cherry 
flavors on the palate and through the finish. While 
gorgeous now, it should improve through 2020. Cel-
lar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

94 Gary Farrell 2012 Rochioli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). This flinty Char-

donnay shares a full oak expression with a whiff of 
petrol, suggesting a decant or cellaring until 2016 to 
fully soften. It offers sublime lemon curd and min-
erally peach flavor amid tangy acidity and a bright 
finish. It displays a ying-yang between polish and 
power. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $50 

94 Justin 2010 Isosceles Reserve (Paso Robles). 
Justin’s Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon—

which this vintage features 5% Malbec, 3% Cab-
ernet Franc and 2% Merlot—drinks like a compel-
ling mystery novel with many twists and turns. It 
opens with scents of red clay and black earth, then 
leads into deliciously rich but uplifting flavors of 
olallieberry reduction sauce with some mocha and 
mincemeat pie. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $120 

94 Kay Brothers 2010 Amery Vineyard Block 6 
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). This is a McLaren 

Vale classic, produced from vines planted in 1892. 
It’s a full-bodied, chewy style that marries cedar 
and mint to deep, plummy fruit. Like many of the 
big-name Australian Shirazes, this doesn’t require 
cellaring, but will reward it, at least through 2020. 
Quintessential Wines. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 
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94 Le Strette 2010 Bergera Pezzole (Barolo). 
Aromas of red rose, wild cherry, forest floor 

and a whiff of leather take center stage. The palate 
expresses ripe black cherry accented by vanilla, cin-
namon, cocoa, clove, white pepper, balsamic herbs 
and subtle oak alongside firm tannins. It’s already 
delicious, but give it time to develop. Drink after 
2020. WS Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

94 Marimar Estate 2011 Don Miguel Vineyard 
Bonita’s Hill Unfiltered Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). Fresh in mouthwatering minerality, 
this is positively bright, balanced and layered in 
lingering notes of lemon curd, green apple and just-
picked vanilla bean. It is a gloriously delicate wine 
that’s named for one of Marimar’s beloved Springer 
Spaniels, made from one block planted to a selec-
tion of the See clone. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

94 Trisaetum 2012 Estates Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Concentrated and live-

ly, this showcases luscious black cherry fruit that’s 
perfectly framed with zippy acidity and ripe tan-
nins. It’s a full-bodied, New World style, but with a 
complex, layered finish that says Oregon rather than 
California. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

94 Wrath 2011 Boekenoogen Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). There’s some-

thing magical in the dirt of this vineyard, and wine-
maker Michael Thomas makes it shine extra bright 
in this bottling. The nose combines cranberry and 
light pomegranate with a fennel funk. Next, the pal-
ate starts with a zing of acidity followed by layers 
of flavor. Red currant and raspberry morph to cola, 
mocha and dried lavender, then finish on tart cran-
berry. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $49 

93 Angove 2009 The Medhyk Old Vine Shiraz 
(McLaren Vale). Full-bodied and creamy-

textured, this is a lush, fruit-forward Shiraz. Yet 
it manages to cram in layers of cherry, vanilla and 
mint without seeming overly confected, balanced by 
the mocha and roasted-meat notes on a long, softly 
dusty finish. Trinchero Family Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

93 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Barolo. This opens 
with a beautiful Nebbiolo nose of red rose, 

red berry, earth and mineral. The elegant palate de-
livers bright, juicy, wild cherry and raspberry fla-
vors layered with mineral, white pepper, clove and 
licorice. Firm but refined tannins and fresh acidity 
make this surprisingly approachable now, but it will 
be even better after 2016. Boisset Family Estates. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Château Bouscaut 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Wood aromas show strongly and lead on to 

the toasty palate that’s rich and complex while not 
losing sight of its citrus character. It is juicy, with 
ripe yellow fruits and dense texture. This needs se-
rious aging, so wait to enjoy until 2017. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

93 Cheval des Andes 2009 Red (Mendoza). 
Toasty, minty and true to form, this Malbec-

Cabernet blend is heady stuff, with hard tannins 
and plenty of ripeness. Blackberry, coffee, chocolate 
and herbal flavors are aggressive yet harmonious, 
while the finish is black and muscular in nature. 
With such tough tannins, this needs time to settle; 
best after 2017. Moët Hennessy USA. Cellar Selec-
tion. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

93 Elvio Cogno 2010 Cascina Nuova (Barolo). 
This wine expresses Barolo’s more acces-

sible side. It opens with an alluring potpourri of 
scents including rose, violet, red berry, underbrush, 
leather and eucalyptus. The bright palate doles out 
crushed black cherry accented with cinnamon and 
herbs alongside lively acidity. Drink 2016–2025. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 
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93 Ferrari-Carano 2012 Middleridge Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Rich and structured, 

this is a grand wine for a grand occasion. It starts 
with a deep ruby color that stays dark almost to the 
edge of the glass. Flavors of dark cherry and pome-
granate are vivid, deep and delicious. The combo of 
lively acid and firm tannin holds it all together for a 
lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

93 Gary Farrell 2012 Rochioli-Allen Vineyards 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). Concen-

trated with touches of oak, this wine offers bright 
layers of citrus and wet stone, striking a tense bar-
gain between delicacy and power. The two vineyards 
are well-known for meticulous farming and vibrant 
clones. Together they compose a structured wine of 
spicy beauty, nuanced in classic Russian River Val-
ley apple, lime zest and honeysuckle flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

93 Goldeneye 2011 Confluence Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). The standout of 

Goldeneye’s 2011 offerings, this features a deep 
smoky ruby color and seductive aromas of grilled 
baguette, pine forest and cinnamon. The toasty oak 
character is harmoniously integrated with deep 
cherry, rhubarb and baking spice flavors. The oak 
influence is very prominent, yet the deep, enticing 
Pinot essence stays strong enough to support it. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Grgich Hills 2011 Paris Tasting Estate Grown 
Chardonnay (Napa Valley). With ample 

acidity to buoy things along, this is a barrel-influ-
enced, zingy Chardonnay. It offers bright flavors of 
lemon curd, apple tart and a dip into tropical ter-
ritory with a suggestion of just-picked pineapple. 
A nod to Grgich’s great history with the grape, it’s 
balanced and plenty long on the finish, calling out 
for roast chicken. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $91 

93 La Fusina 2010 Barolo. This opens with 
earthy, almost funky sensations that quickly 

burn off to reveal violet, leather, game, red and black 
cherry, crushed raspberry, baking spices, sage and 
thyme alongside an infusion of firm but noble tan-
nins and edgy acidity. Notes of pipe tobacco signal 
the close. This should evolve and develop beauti-
fully. Best after 2020. Marathon Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

93 Red Car 2012 Heaven & Earth Pinot Noir (So-
noma Coast). A mouthfilling, spicy, seam-

less Pinot from the cool outreaches of the Sonoma 
Coast, this offers a bouquet and taste of clove and 
rose petal as well as juicy layers of cherry fruit. It’s 
a wine that’s easy to enjoy on its own, or pair with a 
gorgeous slab of fresh salmon. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $68 

93 Riglos 2011 Gran Corte Las Divas Vineyard 
(Tupungato). Always one of Mendoza’s best 

blended reds, this mix of 60% Malbec, 30% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and 10% Cabernet Franc opens 
with crisp aromas of minerals and black fruits. The 
palate is jammy and chunky but not soft. Roasted, 
earthy, leathery berry flavors are complex, while the 
finish is deep and dense. Drink through 2019. Paul 
Hobbs Imports. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Terrazas de Los Andes 2008 Single Parcel Los 
Castaños Malbec (La Consulta). Dark plum, 

prune, forest floor and mossy aromas blend with 
leather on the nose of this muscular, brawny wine. 
In the mouth, it’s full-bodied but holds onto agility 
and freshness. Ripe, pure flavors of black fruits, fig 
and chocolate finish with density, power and rich-
ness. Drink through 2018. Moët Hennessy USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

93 Venge 2012 Maldonado Vineyard Dijon 
Clones Chardonnay (Napa Valley). Made 

from 100% Dijon Clones, this is hugely expressive, 
gorgeously aromatic and full-figured. Balanced and 
well-integrated, it boasts a core of citrus and pear. 
While heavy in aromas of toast and honey, it is sur-
prisingly light on the tongue, with a sneaky tropi-
cal element of pineapple and coconut that’s entirely 
rewarding. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 
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93 Walt 2012 Sierra Mar Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Rich aromas of 

raspberry jam, brown spice and coffee greet the 
nose on this wine from Napa Valley’s Hall Wines, 
named Walt after Kathryn Hall’s middle name. The 
delicious flavors include long-lingering plum, some 
earthiness and a distinct orange peel acidity that 
keeps the mouth salivating long after the sip is gone. 
—M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $65 

92 Alma Sol 2011 Cuevas Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Rich aromas of 

cooked cherries, stewed plums and a blend of bell 
pepper, paprika and wet tobacco combine for an 
intriguing nose. Once sipped, the flavor of wet dirt 
hits first, followed by dark fruit and continually 
evolving beef stew elements. It’s uniquely appeal-
ing. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

92 Cattleya 2012 Donum Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Big and bold, this emphasizes 

flavor impact. Attractively deep in hue, it stays 
ruby-colored and fresh-looking at the rim. An oak 
influence shows in the vivid vanilla and light maple 
syrup aromas and carries over to the flavors that 
show a vein of ripe berry fruit, too. Full bodied and 
velvety in texture, it has ample tannins that help 
carry flavors to the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Sancerre. 
Hugely herbaceous, this is a crisp, mineral-

driven wine that’s so fresh and fruity at the same 
time, with bright stone fruit and citrus character. 
Textured with a nervy acidity and a steely core, it 
could age to round out its corners. Drink from 2015. 
Vineyard Brands. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

92 Fontanafredda 2010 del Comune di Serralun-
ga d’Alba (Barolo). Violet, rose, juicy cherry-

berry, cinnamon and clove all come together on this 
straightforward, vibrant wine. With its brisk acid-
ity and enveloping, velvety tannins, this is already 
surprisingly accessible, but it will be even better in 
a few years. Drink 2018–2025. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

92 Hall 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
Voluptuous and well-developed, this is 

tingling in acidity with a luscious mouthfeel and 
flavors of ripe peach, grapefruit and vanilla bean. 
Complex, the citrus is seasoned with a vibrancy of 
herb and pepper spice. A delicious wine for fresh 
oysters or crab cakes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $24 

92 Henry’s Drive Vignerons 2009 M Reserve 
Shiraz (Padthaway). This full-bodied Shi-

raz is muscular yet supple, with soft tannins fram-
ing dark, savory notes of sour plum, black olive 
and brown sugar. The long finish adds mocha and 
roasted meat nuances to the complex mix. Drink 
now–2025. Quintessential Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

92 Hartley Ostini 2012 Hitching Post Highliner 
Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). The 

Hitching Post team of Frank Ostini and Gray Hartley 
hit a home run on this Highliner, with a nose that 
features fried shiitake mushrooms, violet and siz-
zling balsamic vinegar. It boasts an elegant mouth-
feel, with very round and widely expressive fruit, 
characterized by orange peel, olallieberry and more 
violet. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $44 

92 Leoness 2011 Fitzpatrick Vineyard Syrah 
(Temecula Valley). Leoness Cellars show-

cases the potential of Temecula with this Syrah. 
Sautéed plums and espresso on the nose lead to 
powerful black-as-night flavors on the palate: dark 
chocolate, black coffee and chewy tannins, with a 
hint of black cherry. The finish swirls with evolv-
ing vanilla and mocha elements. Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $49 
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92 Muga 2009 Unfiltered Reserva (Rioja). This 
is dark and smoky up front, with well-ap-

plied oak. The palate is tight and structured, with 
full-force tannins and bold acidity playing off each 
other to create balance. Tobacco, dried leaves, plum, 
dried cherry and cocoa flavors finish spicy and dry, 
what Rioja is known for. Drink through 2022. Jorge 
Ordoñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

92 Robert Mondavi 2012 Fumé Blanc (Oakville). 
This vintage of 92% Sauvignon Blanc and 

8% Sémillon presents a savory study in herbal-
laced lemon and melon, rich and ripe. Expressive 
and expansive, it combines balanced acidity with 
a dry finish, spicing things up with notes of lem-
ongrass and almond. All fruit is sourced from the 
famed To Kalon Vineyard. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Siduri 2012 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Black earth, violet 

and crushed-pepper spice form an intriguing and 
powerful nose. Bright red fruits on the start of the 
palate give way to seriously savory flavors of espres-
so and dark chocolate in the midpalate, followed by 
a finish of elderberry, sour cherry and coffee. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $48 

92 Zolo 2010 Black Malbec (Mendoza). Com-
pact, inky aromas of blackberry, balsamic 

notes, earth and smoke are complete. This is lively 
yet full-bodied in feel, with dark, toasty black-fruit 
flavors that come with hints of chocolate, pepper, 
herbs and fig. A long, toasty, slightly hot and burn-
ing finish keeps this smoldering for a while. Drink 
through 2018. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

91 Altvs 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). Lush ripe plum, licorice and toasty oak 

form a triangle of flavor in this blend of 89% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, with 6% Merlot, 3% Cabernet 
Franc and 2% Petit Verdot. The tannins are un-
doubtedly present yet soft. Much of the fruit comes 
from cool Coombsville, with a slight floral charac-
teristic popping up from the midpalate through to 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

91 Anaba 2011 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Ar-
omatically muted at first, the bouquet opens 

up with time to reveal steely, finessed notes of pear 
and fresh citrus that continue through to the palate. 
The oak is subtle and well-managed, and the miner-
ality alive and fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

91 Avanthia 2010 Tinto Cuvee Mosteiro Mencía 
(Valdeorras). Lemony oak, tobacco, sandal-

wood and berry fruit aromas come together in fine 
form. This is a full, heavily oaked wine with big tan-
nins and plenty of ripeness and power. Baked black-
fruit flavors are propped up by spicy oak, pepper 
and herb notes, while the finish is spicy, woody, dry 
and long. Drink through 2018. Jorge Ordoñez Selec-
tions. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Bonterra 2012 Made With Organic Grapes 
Pinot Noir (Mendocino County). Well made, 

complex and complete, this offers a tantalizing whiff 
of lightly toasted oak that mingles with cinnamon 
and berry aromas, all carrying through to the palate. 
It’s nicely balanced between assertive flavors, fresh 
acidity and full body. Nuances of rosemary, plum 
and cherry linger on the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

91 Cambria 2012 Julia’s Vineyard Estate Grown & 
Bottled Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). This 

single-vineyard selection from the Jackson Fam-
ily’s Santa Maria Valley winery kicks off with scents 
ranging from red, blistered tomato to pomegranate 
reduction and mole sauce. On the palate, flavors 
vary from sweeter berry to tart cherry, with a sa-
vory, roasted pork element rounding out the wine. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 
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91 Dierberg 2011 Drum Canyon Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This opens 

with a subtle nose of cola and boysenberry before 
unleashing a nice take on the savory side of Pinot 
Noir via the palate: shiitake mushrooms, black pep-
per, cardamom and iced peaberry coffee. This wine 
comes from Dierberg’s estate vineyard. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

91 Domaine Cherrier et Fils 2013 Sancerre. A 
smooth, soft and full wine, rich in fruits 

and warm acidity. A touch of minerality expresses 
the chalk soil of the vineyard. Still dominated by 
young fruitiness, it will be better in 2015. Vineyard 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2012 Cul de Beau-
jeu (Sancerre). From a steep, south-facing 

vineyard planted only with Pinot Noir, this rich, 
toasty wine balances firm tannins and smoky wood 
flavors with ripe red plum fruits. It is structured, 
still very young and needing to age. Drink this con-
centrated wine from 2016. Vineyard Brands. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

91 Elk Cove 2013 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
This full-bodied, lightly spiced wine seduces 

with fresh fruit flavors of pear, apple, kiwi and mel-
on. Polished and bracing, it finishes with a lick of 
wet stone. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

91 En Garde 2008 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Diamond Mountain). A mountain of a moun-

tain-grown Cabernet, this is hearty and generous in 
cherry-vanilla-laden tannins and a leathery grip on 
the palate. Herbal notes intermix with anise and soy 
sauce, a taste of black tea and ripe black, brambly 
fruit upfront. Give the wine time and air to soften. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $98 

91 Finca El Origen 2011 Gran Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Uco Valley). Cedar, vanilla, to-

bacco and earthy aromas blend with mellow berry 
scents to form a welcoming nose. This feels wide 
and blocky but healthy and balanced. Flavors of 
berry, herbs and spice are prototypical Cabernet fla-
vors, while a spicy, peppery, dry finish gives a classy 
ending. Drink through 2018. Carolina Wine Brands 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

91 Goldeneye 2011 Gowan Creek Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). This is a 

full-bodied Pinot Noir, showing lavish new-oak aro-
mas and rich, ripe fruit flavors. Medium-deep ruby 
in tone, it has aromas suggesting vanilla, toasted 
oak and nutmeg, with a hint of rhubarb. Flavors re-
call cherry and blackberry. Gradually the oak flavors 
recede and the lively fruit character comes out, lin-
gering on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Hahn 2012 SLH Estate Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). The nose is reserved at first, but 

then offers a mushroomy earthiness alongside fresh 
raspberry, chopped black sage and olive tapenade. 
There is a solid blend of tannins, fruit and acid on 
the palate, like black tea and espresso with berry 
syrup. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Laetitia 2012 Reserve du Domaine Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). This is one of La-

etitia’s strongest Pinots of 2012. Aromas of spiced 
plum jam and graphite lead into an elegantly soft 
mouthfeel, with raspberry fruit flavors enhanced by 
the savory bitterness of eucalyptus. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 
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91 Patient Cottat 2013 Anciennes Vignes 
(Sancerre). With intense, mineral aromas, 

this is a complex, tight and nervy wine. It has great 
concentration, serious amounts of acidity and a fi-
nal series of herbaceous flavors that give a totally 
dry, steely aftertaste. Age until 2015 to round it out. 
Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

91 Ponzi 2012 Reserve Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). If you like a bigger, broader style, 

with plenty of toast and buttery goodness, this is 
the one for you. It spent a year in one-quarter new 
barrels, another eight months in neutral oak. Oily, 
buttery and loaded with ripe peach, pear and pine-
apple fruit, it’s a wine to drink chilled and early, 
while it retains all of its innate freshness. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

91 Saracina 2013 Unoaked Chardonnay (Men-
docino County). This tantalizing, unoaked 

Chardonnay offers relatively reserved fruit flavors 
and abundant, appetizing acidity. With its crisp 
apple aromas and tastes, it would pair well with a 
cheese plate or skewers of grilled shrimp. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

91 Sensorium 2009 Uvas Valley Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

There’s a unique and pleasing savory character to 
the nose of this wine, like a just-seared filet mignon. 
On the palate, it’s quite smooth, with rich plum, 
tart cherry and dark chocolate flavors, making for a 
complex yet quality sipping experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

91 Vincent Vatan 2012 Sélection Silex (Pouilly-
Fumé). Very mineral and textured from the 

limestone soil, this is a concentrated and complex 
wine. It boasts considerable acidity and very crisp 
fruit, with grapefruit and juicy lemons coming 
through strongly. Age until at least 2016. Esprit du 
Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Berryessa Gap 2011 Club Series Durif (Yolo 
County). A hearty, tannic, rich and enjoy-

ably different red wine. This Durif—the French term 
for Petite Sirah—has a deep, red-black color. It of-
fers meaty and plummy flavors, good firm tannins 
and richness in the texture. A thread of ripe fruit 
carries over to the finish. Enjoy it with equally rich 
food. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $23 

90 Black Stallion 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). A handful of Sémillon adds to this 

wine’s creaminess and texture, which is otherwise 
alive with citrus, stone fruit, grapefruit and ginger 
swirling through the glass. A lift on the finish makes 
the wine mouthwateringly juicy and complete. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

90 Bodegas Muriel 2011 JME Garnacha (Rioja). 
Round, robust aromas of ripe berry fruits, 

minty herbs, latex and smoky oak set up a fresh, 
tight, slightly tannic and drawing palate with sa-
vory, foresty flavors of raspberry and plum. A red-
fruit finish shows a touch of citric acid, but overall 
this is fresh and clean. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $30 

90 Charles Krug 2013 Estate Bottled Sauvignon 
Blanc (St. Helena). A classic Napa Valley 

Sauvignon Blanc, buzzing in margarita-ready lime, 
grapefruit pith and sweet jasmine, with a nuance of 
grassy underbrush. Creamy in vanilla-bean flavor 
on the midpalate, it finishes dry and crisp. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 
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90 Doña Paula 2009 Selección de Bodega Mal-
bec (Mendoza). Meaty and savory on the 

nose, this has rubbery, dark, intense aromas that 
suggest blueberry and exotic spice notes. The pal-
ate is round and chunky but a bit hollow on struc-
ture. Flavors of Graham cracker, herbal blue fruits 
and cardamom finish with weight but good balance. 
Drink through 2016. Trinchero Family Estates. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Doña Paula 2008 Selección de Bodega Mal-
bec (Mendoza). Smoky aromas of bacon 

and rubber lead the charge. The palate is good and 
ripe, with roasted berry, molasses and tangy acid-
ity that’s reflected via a lemony note. The finish has 
bite and shear to it along with flavors of olive and 
green herbs. Drink now. Trinchero Family Estates. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 En Garde 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon (Dia-
mond Mountain). Holding its wines in bar-

rel and bottle longer than most before release, En 
Garde’s Cabernet shows ample, leathery tannin that 
will benefit from further aging, in addition to being 
hedonistically enjoyable now. Cinnamon and clove 
are the most pronounced aromas and flavors, fol-
lowed by black currant. —V.B. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $88 

90 Frog’s Leap 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Ruther-
ford). Bouncing in acidity, this crisp white 

offers nuttiness around a core of melon rind, citrus 
and herb. Despite the relatively low alcohol, it offers 
enough weight on the palate to be companionable to 
appetizers laced with seafood, goat cheese and feta, 
or easily enjoyed on its own. —V.B. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $22 

90 Lancaster 2010 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). This 79% Cabernet 

Sauvignon is firm in tannins, with a thickly tangled 
web of herb and savory leather amid cassis and cur-
rant. With smaller percentages of Merlot, Malbec, 
Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc, in that order, it’s 
midweight, dry and could stand more time in the 
bottle. Try after 2018. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

90 Lange Twins 2010 Centennial Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Lots of fruit character, tannin and 

oak sensations all blend together in this layered, 
balanced and yet full-bodied wine. It smells like 
dark cherries and cinnamon, while flavors suggest 
ripe raspberries with a dash of maple syrup. Very 
rich and velvety in texture, it has ample tannin and 
a lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $60 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2012 Goodchild High 9 
Vineyard Estate Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 

County). Lighter in color than many 2012s from 
Santa Barbara County, this wine begins with an in-
viting nose that offers scents of strawberry-infused 
balsamic vinegar and sandalwood. Once sipped, 
it’s light and crisp, but surprisingly powerful, with 
cranberry, pomegranate and a leather finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 MacMurray Ranch 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Generous in spicy 

clove and dark cherry fruit, a mark of its Middle 
Reach Russian River Valley clime, this wine is full of 
life and minerality. It offers good value for Russian 
River Valley, and the finish boasts a zesty pepper ac-
cent. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $37 

90 Marimar Estate 2011 Don Miguel Vineyard La 
Masía Unfiltered Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Estate grown and bottled, this Pinot comes 
from a cool, organic vineyard planted to several 
different clones. Sultry and spicy in dark cherry 
and berry fruit, the spice is all clove with a touch 
of orange zest, completely pleasurable and smooth 
drinking. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $44 
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90 Michael David 2012 Ancient Vine Cinsault 
(Lodi). Taste history in this Rhône vari-

etal made from the oldest vines in Lodi, and one of 
the few plantings of Cinsault in the state. It is so 
smooth and polished it could almost be a Pinot Noir. 
Full-bodied but soft textured, it offers ripe fruit aro-
mas, generous and satisfying fruit flavors and a rich, 
lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Raffaldini 2011 Sangiovese (Swan Creek). 
This is a wine of marked elegance rather 

than power, dealing glossy tannins and succulent 
acids. A pretty expression of Sangiovese from North 
Carolina, this has delicate layers of red currant, 
strawberry, spiced flower and pomegranate. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —A.H. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $18 

90 Robert Mondavi 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Fruity in black plum and ripe 

raspberry, it’s structured and weighty on the pal-
ate, dark and brambly with firm, substantial tan-
nins. The grapes come from both Rancho Carneros 
and the mighty Hyde Vineyard, both sites planted 
to relatively older vines, which show through in this 
wine’s savory side. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Rutini 2010 Encuentro Barrel Blend (Men-
doza). Deep, rubbery black-fruit aromas 

suggest prune and cassis along with blackened spic-
es and toasty oak. The wine is flush and bursting 
with fruit and herbal notes. Cassis and berry flavors 
settle with blackened toast and menthol. Drink this 
Bordeaux-style blend through 2019. Graziano Im-
ports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Salentein 2012 Reserve Malbec (Uco Valley). 
An opening of dense berry aromas along 

with coconut, cedar and tobacco announce an en-
ergetic palate of ripe blackberry and cassis flavors. 
There’s framework and acidity on the finish as well 
as black licorice and toasty darkness to ponder. 
Drink through 2018. Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Sobon Estate 2012 Lubenko Zinfandel (Fid-
dletown). This full-bodied but nicely bal-

anced and dry Zin has cedar and nutmeg aromas 
that waft over earthy, wild blackberry and cedar 
flavors. The texture is smooth and slightly tannic, 
and the finish lingers. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

90 St. Supéry 2012 Dollarhide Estate Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Napa Valley). From the estate 

vineyard, this crisp white opens with ripe, slightly 
tropical aromas of cantaloupe, guava and papaya, 
with a darker, riper undertone of honey on the pal-
ate. Although fleshy and full on the palate, it’s also 
bright in acidity and offers attractive floral aromas 
throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 St. Supéry 2012 Virtú Sémillon-Sauvignon 
Blanc (Napa Valley). Virtú is the winery’s 

white blend, this vintage partnering 56% Sémil-
lon with 44% Sauvignon Blanc. The combination 
is explosive, briny and flowery in the best ways, a 
taste of apple and fresh-squeezed lime vibrant on 
the palate, followed by savory herb and a nuanced 
taste of toasty oak. The aroma conveys a sense of 
fresh salt air. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Sutcliffe 2011 Cabernet Franc (Colorado). 
Attractive aromas of exotic spice, potpourri 

and cedar are mirrored on the juicy, elegant palate. 
The bright acidity gives the floral finish energy and 
great length. Editors’ Choice. —A.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 
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90 Tapiz 2012 Alta Collection Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Mendoza). Stout, smoky aromas 

revolve around thick berry scents and minerally 
notes. This is rock solid in the mouth but not too 
heavy. Jammy blackberry, spice and herbal flavors 
are generous, while the finish is lightly oaked, with 
modest toast, vanilla and chocolate notes along with 
mint. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

90 The Boneyard 2010 Syrah (Virginia). This 
smells brooding like midnight. At this 

date, with the heavy usage of oak, there’s plenty 
of espresso, licorice, pretzel and charred-wood 
aromatics. The palate feels seamless, with highly 
buffed tannins and silken acids. Lay this wine down 
for a few years for better oak integration—or if 
you’re antsy, decant it for at least an hour. Cellar 
Selection. —A.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $100 

90 Trione 2011 River Road Ranch Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Sultry pear and 

baked apple are the stars. Lemony and creamy on 
the palate, this offers slight hints of honey and 
tropical fruit. It boasts a long finish and robust yet 
restrained oak that should relax in time. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 TwentyFour by Charles Woodson 2009 Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Calistoga). As intense 

and strapping as a Hall of Fame cornerback, this 
Cabernet is ripe in dark cherry, vanilla and milk 
chocolate, the tannins mouthfillingly sweet. Built to 
last, it should stand up to even the fiercest of meats, 
from rib eye to ribs. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $112 

89 Château Haut Lagrange 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. This is a very aromatic, intensely fruity 

white wine that is also rounded and generous. Full-
bodied, it offers rich tropical fruits such as mango 
and pineapple, and is ready to drink now. Barton & 
Guestier USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

88 St. Supéry 2013 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). The winery’s signature wide-

ly distributed white is heady in flowery jasmine, 
with vibrant acidity and a sense of sweetness on 
the palate thanks to fresh fruit flavors of grapefruit, 
peach and nectarine. An ideal wine for summer or 
whenever one needs to recall a summer’s day. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Tarara 2012 Cabernet Franc (Virginia). Ripe 
and fragrant, this offers delineated scents of 

cherry pie filling, raspberry, rose and dillweed. It’s 
lithe and succulent, with polished lines and plenty 
of charm. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 William Hill Estate 2012 Merlot (Central 
Coast). Boysenberry, cracked peppercorn 

and caramel frame the nose of this rich red. Al-
though not particularly complex, lush flavors of 
berry juice and espresso on the palate prove rather 
tasty and enjoyable. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

86 Fox Meadow 2011 Reserve Cabernet Franc 
(Virginia). Espresso and turmeric scents 

hit the nose first, trailed by dark berry and smoked 
wood tones. Tangy acidity frames the wine’s slinky 
core, and the dusty tannins lend the palate some 
texture. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 
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BEST BUYS

91 Les Hauts de Lagarde 2013 Made From Organi-
cally Grown Grapes (Bordeaux Blanc). Rich 

and full, this is a concentrated and well-balanced 
wine. It has a good mix of herbaceousness, fresh cit-
rus and pineapple, all intense and fruity. It could 
age a few months, so wait until 2015. Natural Mer-
chants LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

90 Aveleda 2013 Quinta da Aveleda Estate Bot-
tled Loureiro-Alvarinho (Minho). This wine 

remains a benchmark for the Vinho Verde region, 
even though the producers have now recast it as 
a Minho wine. It is steely, tight and crisp, with a 
touch of creaminess that gives it a more rounded af-
tertaste. Drink now through 2015. Aveleda Imports. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $9 

90 Dancing Bull 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). Tangy green-apple aromas and flavors 

make this medium-bodied wine refreshing, crisp 
and palate-cleansing. The texture is vibrant and the 
finish lively. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $12 

BEST BUYS

90 Sobon Estate 2012 Old Vines Zinfandel 
(Amador County). A solid, middleweight 

Zinfandel, this emphasizes sophisticated, toasty, 
spicy oak aromas. The oak doesn’t overwhelm, how-
ever, but enhances the ripe boysenberry flavors, 
juicy acidity and lingering finish. Enjoyably tan-
nic, this will pair well with grilled lamb, steak and 
chicken. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Castle Rock 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Mendoci-
no County). A flavor spectrum emphasizing 

grapefruit and kiwi makes this lively and original. 
Assertive aromas of grapefruit and new-mown grass 
leap out of the glass, then the flavors are vivid, tangy 
and lingering. A crisp texture and just enough rich-
ness in the body complete the package. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

89 Coto de Hayas 2013 Garnacha-Syrah (Campo 
de Borja). Hints of smoke and rubber come 

with typical raspberry, plum and berry aromas. This 
feels ripe and balanced, with purity of fruit. Flavors 
of blackberry, plum and cassis are yummy, while the 
finish hints at complexity, offering spice and choco-
late notes. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

BEST BUYS

89 D’Arenberg 2011 The Stump Jump Grenache-
Shiraz-Mourvèdre (McLaren Vale). A ter-

rific value for current consumption, the 2011 Stump 
Jump GSM blends 46% Grenache, 39% Shiraz and 
15% Mourvèdre into a plump yet firm wine that 
combines black cherry fruit with savory notes of 
chocolate, herbs and roasted meat. There’s even a 
touch of mocha on the long finish. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $13 

88 Castle Rock 2012 Zinfandel (Lodi). The 
somewhat light red-purple color does not 

mean that this medium-bodied wine lacks flavor. 
Toasty, smoky, caramel aromas from oak carry over 
to the bold and almost sweet flavors, powering over 
moderate raspberry and plum undertones. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Les Vignerons des Terroirs de la Noëlle 2013 
Domaine de Bégrolles Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). It’s the hard, granite rock of the 
vineyards that gives this wine its tight, firm texture. 
It is very crisp, structured with tense acidity and 
strong lemon-lime flavors. The wine, with its in-
tense freshness, is very much made to partner food. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 
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BEST BUYS

88 Venta Morales 2012 Made With Organic 
Grapes Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra de Cas-

tilla). Plum and berry aromas are pure and compact. 
This is a lively, energetic, everyday Tempranillo 
with lots of bounce to its step. The power-packed 
palate is full of mixed berry flavors, while the fin-
ish is dense and comfortable, with residual weight. 
Jorge Ordoñez Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

87 Castle Rock 2012 California Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(California). This delivers cedary, smoky 

aromas and tasty plum and berry flavors. There’s 
a good balance between mild tannins, firm acidity 
and moderately rich fruit character. Nothing over 
the top, all in proportion. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

87 Viña Albali 2012 Smooth Red Tempranillo 
(Valdepeñas). Raspberry and cherry aromas 

are juicy and wiry, with no fat at all. Pure, simple 
berry flavors come with a touch of spice, while the 
finish is short yet juicy. An easy-drinking and ap-
proachable selection. MHW, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

BEST BUYS

86 Callia 2013 Alta Torrontés (Tulum Valley). 
Orange peel and lychee aromas are typi-

cal of the variety. This feels straightforward, juicy, 
clean and fresh, with tangy acidity. Flavors of lime, 
lychee and tangerine finish bright and snappy. Palm 
Bay International. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

86 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Shiraz (California). 
Here’s a tasty, full-bodied Shiraz that tastes 

like the Aussie wines after which it is named. It 
has ripe, jammy flavors and a broad, rich texture 
that helps the flavors linger on the finish. It recalls 
blackberry jam, but not nearly that sweet. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

86 Salentein 2013 Portillo Estate Bottled Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Uco Valley). Firm dark-

berry aromas come with cola and leafy notes that 
feel tannic and gripping but alive. Big berry and 
black plum flavors are leafy and spicy in style. It fin-
ishes tight, but should open and relax with a bit of 
time in the glass, and would go well with pizza and 
burgers. Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

BEST BUYS

86 Viña Albali 2010 Crianza (Valdepeñas). De-
spite showing ripe, raisiny aromas, this is 

solid in the mouth, with adequate acidity. Earthy 
flavors of blackberry and plum are straightforward 
and basic, while the finish hums along with a mild 
raisiny flavor. MHW, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

SPIRITS

94 Sōmrus Indian Cream Liqueur (USA; Som-
Priya Fine Spirits, New York, NY). This un-

usual rum-based liqueur hints at exotic cardamom, 
almond and rosewater. It’s creamy but light, and 
would be a palate-cleansing way to end a richly 
spiced meal. The ornate gold and red bottle is an 
eye-catcher, too. Sip it or try the producer’s recom-
mendation to serve frozen into a “kulfsicle.”
abv: 13% Price: $25

90 Blue Chair Bay Coconut Spiced Rum Cream 
(USA; Fishbowl Spirits, Nashville, TN). Part 

of singer Kenny Chesney’s rum line, this unusual 
rum-based cream liqueur has an enticing coconut 
and spice aroma, with a stronger hit of cardamom 
emerging on the palate. The mild coconut-milk ef-
fect would lend itself to tropical drinks. Best Buy.
abv: 15% Price: $19
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91 Aldonia 2011 Rioja. Black-fruit aromas along 
with floral violet notes are draped all over 

the nose on this impressive mondern-styled Rioja. 
A juicy, zesty palate is acidic but offers enough body 
to handle it, while flavors of plum, berry and oaky 
vanilla and chocolate finish warm but fairly quick. 
Drink through 2020. Regal Wine Imports Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Bodegas Larchago 2001 Izarbe Gran Reserva 
(Rioja). Dry spice, red fruits, a hint of prune 

and dusty minerality make for a really nice set of 
aromas. In the mouth, this is juicy, spunky and still 
fresh for its age. Plum and red currant are the main 
flavors, with leafy notes and spice accents setting 
up a peppery, toasty, crisp finish. Drink through 
2020. Assa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Aldonia 2011 100 (Rioja). Lightly medici-
nal aromas of Band-Aid and latex accent 

minerally red-berry scents on this medium-bodied, 
elegant Rioja Garnacha. A bouncy, fresh palate is 
modest in body but serious in character; flavors of 
savory oak, herbs, raspberry and plum finish dry, 
clean and fresh. Drink through 2017. Regal Wine 
Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

90 Bodegas Corral 2005 Don Jacobo Reserva 
(Rioja). Traditional Rioja aromas of leather, 

vanilla, dried red fruits, spice and dill turn earthy 
with airing. This is healthy but mature on the pal-
ate, with oaky flavors of vanilla accenting core pie 
cherry, red plum and raspberry. Oak spice and acid-
ity reverberate on the finish. Drink now. Vintage 
Wines Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 Bodegas Muriel 2011 JME Garnacha (Rioja). 
For full review see page 10. 

abv: NA Price: $30 

90 CVNE 2009 Reserva (Rioja). Berry and 
plum aromas are clean and true for Rioja, 

with notes of fall leaves and earth. A juicy, taut pal-
ate features earthy flavors of plum and berry, while 
loam and a touch of ripe raisin add weight and flavor 
to the finish. Drink through 2018. Europvin USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

90 Marqués de Murrieta 2008 Finca Ygay Reser-
va (Rioja). Earthy, dry aromas of plum and 

cherry come with notes of vanilla, herbs, tobacco 
and leather. This feels fresh, acidic and generally 
well balanced. Flavors of spiced plum and berry are 
riper than many 2008s from Rioja, while a finish 
with tobacco and leathery flavors is solid and fairly 
long. Drink through 2020. Maisons Marques & Do-
maines USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

90 Sierra Cantabria 2009 Crianza (Rioja). This 
opens with baked fruit, foxy notes and 

cheesy oak scents; in short time all that melds to-
gether nicely to introduce berry, spice, pepper and 
chocolate flavors that are supported by firm tannins 
and bright acidity. This is pretty much your classic 
Rioja crianza done right. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Viña Bujanda 2009 Reserva (Rioja). Leafy, 
earthy, lightly herbal aromas of stewed 

red-berry fruits accurately foretell this wine’s acid-
driven, red-fruit character. Flavors of red plum and 
raspberry are earthy and finish dry, loamy tasting 
and firmly in the classic mold. Drink through 2021. 
Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Sierra Cantabria 2009 Reserva Única (Rio-
ja). This is quite oaky at the start, with 

hickory and maple aromas blending with saucy 
fruit to give off a BBQ’d bouquet. The palate is full, 
even a bit syrupy, while savory, oak-aided flavors of 
baked berry, raisin, fig and woodspice finish sweet 
and spicy. This may be trying a bit too hard. Drink 
through 2020. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Bodegas Muriel 2008 Vendimia Selecciona-
da Reserva (Rioja). Aromas of dry red fruits, 

dill, leather and vanilla are woody yet reticent. This 
feels firmly tannic, while oak-led flavors of rasp-
berry and plum dry up quickly on the finish, leaving 
tannic grab and raw acidity. This screams of a cool, 
wet year, which 2008 was. Quintessential Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Bodegas Valdemar 2010 Inspiración Las 
Canteras (Rioja). This modern Rioja opens 

with sweet, jammy, raisiny aromas and spice. The 
palate is cumbersome, with tomatoey acidity pro-
viding spine. Baked dark-fruit flavors show a leath-
ery, spicy side, while the finish is full, grabby and 
tannic, with notes of prune and rubber. 70% Tem-
pranillo and 30% Graciano. Terlato Wines Interna-
tional. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Bodegas Vínícola Real 2005 200 Monges 
Selección Especial Reserva (Rioja). Despite 

being nine years old, this comes across young and 
jammy, with foxy aromas of wild berries and animal 
fur. The palate is blocky, heavily extracted and fully 
ripe in feel. Flavors of prune and blackberry finish 
with hard tannins. Drink or hold. Grapes of Spain. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

88 Dominio de Berzal 2012 Maceración Car-
bónica (Rioja). Oak, density and medicinal 

berry aromas are the three most prominent char-
acteristics on the nose of this carbonic macerated 
Tempranillo. In the mouth, it’s full and a bit grabby. 

Flavors of smoky oak and hickory vie with black-
fruit tastes, while the finish is firm and dry, with 
residual woodiness. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Viña Herminia 2010 Crianza (Rioja). Minty, 
scratchy aromas of cherry and berry air out 

well. This feels chewy yet fresh in the mouth, with 
plum and cherry flavors matched by good overall in-
tensity and balance. A controlled finish tastes dusty 
and loamy; drink through 2017. Europvin USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Bodegas Valdemar 2012 Rioja. Plum and 
berry aromas are fresh, youthful and the 

slightest bit briny. In the mouth, this standard-fare 
Rioja is juicy and a bit rubbery in feel. Flavors of 
berry and plum match the nose, and the finish is 
fresh and grabby. Terlato Wines International. Best 
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Carlos Serres 2012 Serres (Rioja). Raspberry 
and plum aromas are mild and entirely fresh. 

This is your typical cosecha wine with plenty of 
fruit and giddy-up. Punchy plum and cherry flavors 
finish with controlled bitterness and a spot of burnt 
toast. Testa Wines Of The World. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Monte Clavijo 2012 Rioja. Fresh plum and 
berry aromas are cut from a common mold. 

This is a good but typical juicy Rioja with clean fruit, 
crisp acidity and nice cherry and raspberry flavors. 
A touch of bitterness comes up at the tail end of the 
finish. Total Wine & More. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

87 Patrocinio 2010 Zinio (Rioja). This starts out 
leafy and earthy, but improves with airing. A 

lively palate delivers herbal plum and berry flavors 
along with ample spice. The finish is bold and bright 
initially, transitioning to tight and peppery. Undis-
covered Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Beronia 2008 Reserva (Rioja). This is a 
very ripe and raisiny specimen from a rocky 

vintage. It’s chunky and somewhat grating in the 
mouth, with balance issues. Prune, raisin and choc-
olate flavors finish without much structure or spine. 
Drink now. San Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

86 Conde de Altava 2012 Rioja. Typical for basic 
Rioja, this is violet in color, with fresh plum 

and red berry aromas. The palate comes across kind 
of hard, tight and candied, with sweet berry fruit 
flavors that turn bitter on the finish. Simone Inter-
national. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Finca del Marquesado 2012 Rioja. Plum and 
red-berry aromas are clean and fresh. This 
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skips along on the palate, while flavors of wild berry 
and plum are a touch raw in character and feel. A 
rubbery finish is fresh and turns mildly bitter once 
the fruit fades. CIV/USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

85 Bodegas Bilbainas 2010 Viña Pomal Crianza 
(Rioja). This is hard-hitting, rumble-ready 

Rioja with raw, minty aromas coming in front of a 
packed, drying palate. Powerful berry flavors finish 
with a peppery flavor, rubbery notes and sharpness. 
This may improve some over the next two years. 
Aveniù Brands, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Casa Juan 2005 Señor de Lesmos Reserva 
(Rioja). Initial aromas are suggestive of tur-

pentine and alcohol, but with time things improve. 
This is chunky and low on pulse; flavors of tomato, 
green herbs and red fruits are marginal, while the 
finish carries some burn and heat. Terraneo Mer-
chants. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

85 CVNE 2008 Cune Reserva (Rioja). Stalky, 
short aromas suggest that this is raw and 

underripe. The palate feel confirms that impression; 
it’s tight and choppy, with drying tannins. Roasted, 
gritty flavors of red fruits come with a sprinkle of 
cocoa, while the finish is tough in feel, spicy and ul-
timately mildly bitter. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

82 CVNE 2010 Cune Crianza (Rioja). This shows 
weedy, herbal aromas, a blocky mouthfeel 

and leafy, woody red-fruit flavors that taste of faux 
butter. Dry, peppery, herbal and brawny on the fin-
ish. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

RIBERA DEL DUERO

93 Matarromera 2005 Gran Reserva (Ribera del 
Duero). This is one of Matarromera’s best 

wines to date. Aromas of cedar, tobacco, leather 
and smooth black fruits are elegant and complex. 
A big, lush but balanced and integrated palate is 
home to blackberry, spice cake, tobacco and cocoa 
flavors, while the finish displays lemony oak notes 
and toasty espresso. Drink this flush, delicious 
wine through 2019. Matarromera USA, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

91 Lecco 2006 Reserva (Ribera del Duero). Ma-
ture aromas of mushroom, leafy berry, to-

bacco, dried berries and cherry settle nicely. A 
smooth, ready palate is home to chocolaty flavors 
of baked berry fruits and sautéed mushroom, while 
tobacco, chocolate and mocha flavors are dominant 
on a smooth finish. Drink now. Biagio Cru & Estate 
Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 de Restia 2006 Reserva Selected Harvest 
(Ribera del Duero). Ripe blackberry, tobac-

co and leftover alcohol define the nose on this syr-
upy, sun-baked Tempranillo. Slightly stewed berry 
flavors come with creamy oak and chocolate notes, 
while the finish is full of oaky vanilla and mocha 
along with lasting fiery heat. Drink now after giving 
it breathing time. Biagio Cru & Estate Wines, LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

89 Peña Roble 2006 Reserva (Ribera del Du-
ero). This opens with dry, traditional Tem-

pranillo aromas of cherry, plum, tobacco and even 
some asphalt and woodsmoke. The palate is smooth 
and loamy, with mild tomatoey acidity keeping 
things fresh. Wiry cherry, plum and baked flavors 
finish with mocha and stewed notes. Drink now. Bi-
agio Cru & Estate Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

86 Bodegas Fuentespina 2013 Granate Roble 
(Ribera del Duero). Bright plum and berry 

aromas are clear but basic. In the mouth, this young 
wine is crisp, tannic and a touch citric. Wild berry 
flavors dance alongside peppery spice notes, while 
the finish is zesty, a touch bitter and hot. Axial 
Wines USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Cathar 2006 Reserva (Ribera del Duero). 
Gritty, heavily roasted aromas of stewed 

berry, coffee grinds and compost are less than ap-
pealing, although with airing things improve. This 
is wide and blocky in the mouth, with ripe, raisiny, 
roasted black-fruit flavors matched by bitter espres-
so. Molasses and heat drive the finish on this pricey 
wine that’s not in great shape. Savorian Inc.. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

86 Martín Berdugo 2013 Joven (Ribera del Du-
ero). Fresh, punchy aromas of cherry and 

berry are like a fruit punch or Kool-Aid. This feels 
zesty, acidic, tannic and rubbery, while flavors of 
boysenberry and plum are juicy and aggressive, with 
a clean but jumpy finish. Wineco Corp. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Rejadorada 2013 Reja Joven (Ribera del Du-
ero). Berry and plum aromas come with a 

hard oak topping that’s hinting at paint and tur-
pentine. The palate is juicy and tannic, with flavors 
of plum, berry, minty herbs and oak. The finish is 
rubbery and hot, with oaky leftovers. Regal Wine 
Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Torrederos 2013 Joven (Ribera del Duero). 
Minerally red-berry aromas suggest vita-

mins and latex. Like most RDD jovens, this is raw 
and rubbery in feel, with high-intensity plum and 
berry flavors. A loud, acidic finish is fresh as can be 
but entirely simple in terms of complexity. Estelle 
Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $9 

85 Zumaya 2013 Tempranillo (Ribera del Du-
ero). A wiry, fresh, slightly briny smelling 

nose sets up a pointed, zesty palate with electric, 
high-strung flavors of red plum and wild berry. The 
finish is hard, juicy and a little hot and fiery. Axial 
Wines USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

TORO

90 Cyan 2004 Selección Personal Carlos Moro 
(Toro). Ripe, chunky aromas of raisin, carob 

and molasses are heavy but friendly. A mix of hard 
tannins and richness create a mouthfeel that some 
might love and others might find too soft. Flavors 
of stewed blackberry and cassis finish with fudge, 
burnt brown sugar and spice flavors. Drink this fully 
mature, very ripe wine now. Matarromera USA, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

89 Teso La Monja 2011 Romanico (Toro). Min-
erally, toasty aromas sit on top of crusty 

black-fruit scents. Typical for Toro and this winery, 
this is flush on the palate, with black cherry, black-
berry and dark plum flavors. A tight, tannic finish is 
true and honest. Drink through 2018. Jorge Ordoñez 
Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Hermanos Lurton 2011 Toro. Earthy, ripe, 
slightly flat aromas of black fruits define the 

nose on this dense Toro. Soft, mellow, quiet flavors 
of blackberry and raisin finish rich, loamy and with 
a note of prune. Drink this ripe, fairly sweet-tasting 
wine now. Seaview Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 

87 Muruve 2011 Joven (Toro). Minerally, warm 
aromas are rustic and savory, with berry 

power lurking in the backdrop. A full, grabby, tannic 
palate is meaty in feel, while flavors of blackberry, 
dark spices, cocoa and herbal notes finish flush and 
tannic, with ample ripeness. United Cellars, Inc. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

87 Muruve 2011 Roble (Toro). Savory aromas 
of hickory and slow-cooked meat are highly 

suggestive of southern barbecue. This feels blocky 
and tannic, with resiny notes to the palate. Clove, 
woodsmoke, BBQ sauce and other savory flavors are 
barrel driven, while the finish registers as dense, 
roasted and a bit hot. United Cellars, Inc. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

85 Tierras Guindas 2011 Toro. Brambly, lightly 
herbal aromas of berry fruit, sugar beet and 

a touch of chemical precede a wiry, narrow palate 
with briary flavors of herbal berry and cassis. A tan-
nic, crimped finish is rugged and houses cherry fla-
vors and heat. Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 
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BIERZO

90 Godelia 2010 Mencía (Bierzo). This is full, 
ripe and baked on the nose, with aromas of 

raisin, blackberry and tobacco. The palate is friend-
ly and just juicy enough, while raisin, plum, berry 
and chocolate flavors finish round and lush. Drink 
now. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

88 Losada 2010 Mencía (Bierzo). While 2010 
was a great vintage in most of Spain, parts 

of Bierzo had a mildew problem and thus some 
wines are less than fully ripe. This seems to be a 
case in point; it’s scratchy on the nose, with a sin-
ewy, drawing mouthfeel that’s only partly covered 
up by oak. Prickly berry and black cherry flavors 
finish tight, with scraping tannins. Drink now with 
meat or cheese. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Luna Beberide 2013 Mencía (Bierzo). This 
respected Bierzo producer’s base-level 

Mencía is jumpy on the nose, with floral berry and 
plum aromas. It feels fresh and bright, with ample 
structure. Standard berry, plum and currant flavors 
come with notes of spice, while the finish is forward 
and fresh. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

82 Encanto 2010 Charm Mencía (Bierzo). This 
leads with harsh, stunted aromas of earthy 

berry fruits and rubber. The palate is equally stunt-
ed and rough in feel, while tarry, gritty berry flavors 
finish drawing. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

CAMPO DE BORJA

89 Coto de Hayas 2013 Garnacha-Syrah (Campo 
de Borja). For full review see page 14. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

88 Los Dos 2013 Grenache-Syrah (Campo de 
Borja). Pure berry aromas define the nose 

on this highly drinkable Garnacha-Syrah blend. In 
the mouth, it’s clean, juicy, a bit round and easy to 
process. Typical Aragónese flavors of plum and ber-
ry finish tasty and unbroken. Winebow. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $8 

83 Pagos del Moncayo 2013 PdM Moncayo Gar-
nacha-Syrah (Campo de Borja). A heavily 

charred nose loaded with burnt oak dominates any 
fruity scents. In terms of flavors and feel, it’s more 
of the same: roasted, burnt oak that’s like licking a 
barrel or hickory branch. This is a one-dimensional 
oak bomb. Axial Wines USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

PRIORAT

92 Gratavinum 2009 2ΠR (Priorat). Immedi-
ately this presents itself as being a big, po-

tent package. Smoky, dark aromas are briary and 
heady. This is huge in the mouth, with blackberry 
and wild herb flavors. A finish of chocolate, fig and 
prune is rich but right for the gig. Drink through 
2018. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $43 

91 Scala Dei 2011 Negre (Priorat). Prior to this 
vintage, Negre has been a midlevel introduc-

tion to Priorato. But this bottling brings the goods 
and more. Floral berry aromas show Band-Aid and 
rubber scents, but not too much. Cassis, black cher-
ry and blackberry flavors finish with drive, youthful 
heat and notes of spice and chocolate. A strong val-
ue; drink through 2018. Aveniù Brands, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Clos de Tafall 2011 Selecció de Vinyes (Prio-
rat). Roasted, black-fruit aromas are tight 

and focused. In the mouth, this is tannic and con-
centrated, with each pass revealing another layer 
of grip and bite. Flavors of smoky black cherry and 
blackberry finish long, jagged and spicy, with length 
and power. Give this a few more years and it might 
become more subtle and complex; now it’s quite 
fierce. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

89 L’Obaga 2011 Priorat. Raspberry and plum 
aromas are wide and jammy, with notes of 

earth and schist. This is mellow on the palate, with 
non-biting tannins. Medicinal red-berry flavors 
are slightly candied, while the finish is sweet tast-
ing, with residual tannins. The Artisan Collection. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $24 

87 Prior Art 2009 Crianza (Priorat). This is an 
edgy wine with a mix of berry and cassis aro-

mas along with harsh leather. It’s mouthfilling and 
potent on the palate, where flavors of spiced berry 
and herbal-infused plum finish scratchy and with 
all the muscle one could ask for. Cariñena, Garnacha 
and Syrah is the blend. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

85 Marco Abella 2009 Loidana (Priorat). From 
the starting gun, this is a raisiny, candied 

wine with complexity issues. The palate is tannic 
and not the least bit varied; basically it just sits 
there. Flavors of raisin and red licorice finish sweet, 
medicinal and with a note of green peppercorn. This 
is flavorful but blocky and strange. Terlato Wines 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

84 Cellers Unió 2011 Señorio de Convey (Prio-
rat). Jammy aromas of raisin and cassis in-

clude a green whiff and volatility. Flavors of plum 
and berry are herbal, then overripeness comes back 

into play. Given the region’s high standards, this is 
just o.k. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

VALDEPEÑAS

88 Viña Albali 2009 Reserva (Valdepeñas). 
Raw, lightly leafy red-berry aromas prop-

erly announce what amounts to a juicy, snappy 
Tempranillo with berry, spice and dry oak flavors. A 
dry feeling, peppery tasting finish is traditional for 
good, basic Spanish table wine. MHW, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Viña Albali 2012 Smooth Red Tempranillo 
(Valdepeñas). For full review see page 15. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

86 Bodegas Los Llanos 2009 Señorio de los Lla-
nos Crianza Tempranillo (Valdepeñas). Ripe 

aromas of baked berry and raisin stop short of be-
ing too ripe. In the mouth, this basic Tempranillo 
is chunky but balanced by fresh acids. Plum, prune 
and spice flavors finish loamy and plump. Good 
wine for $8. CIV/USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

86 Viña Albali 2010 Crianza (Valdepeñas). For 
full review see page 15. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $10 

LA MANCHA

89 Finca Antigua 2010 Crianza (La Mancha). 
Focused cherry and plum aromas are ripe 

and loamy. This is a well-built, fully ripe blend of 
four grapes with a plus-size palate. Flavors of plum, 
raspberry and oak finish chunky, generous and with 
just enough acidity to generate length and character. 
Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Yuntero 2010 Crianza (La Mancha). Dusty 
black cherry and dark plum aromas are ripe 

and friendly. This is a plump, modern-style red with 
a clean mouthfeel and weight. Berry fruits, spice 
and oak flavors blend well, while the finish is, in 
general, full, smooth and adequately fresh. Tempra-
nillo with 10% Petit Verdot. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 El Vinculo 2009 Red (La Mancha). Full, 
pushy aromas of stewed plum, tomato, 

herbs and heavy oak come in front of a high-acid 
palate with salty flavors of herbal red plum, orega-
no, basil and tomato. A saline character sits heavily 
on the wine’s chunky finish. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $22 
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TIERRA DE CASTILLA

92 Mano A Mano 2010 Venta la Ossa TNT (Vino 
de la Tierra de Castilla). Intriguing aromas of 

boysenberry and blueberry come with smoky notes 
of hickory and aged cheese. This is showing a firm 
grip on the palate along with ripe, intense flavors 
of black fruits and prune. On the finish, it’s tannic 
and loaded with licorice and toasty accents. Drink 
through 2019. Aviva Vino. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Mano A Mano 2010 Venta la Ossa Tempra-
nillo (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). After 

this opens with charred, roasted aromas, things 
settle on smoky black-fruit scents and savory notes. 
The palate is big and concentrated, with fine bal-
ance for such a modern, full-fruited wine. Flavors 
of ripe blackberry, toast, coffee, chocolate and spice 
cover the spectrum of what you want from a crowd 
pleaser such as this. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

88 Venta Morales 2012 Made With Organic 
Grapes Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra de Cas-

tilla). For full review see page 15. Best Buy. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

87 Casa de la Viña 2012 Old Vines Tempranillo 
(Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). Bright, un-

adulterated plum and wild berry aromas set up a 
firm, grapy, powerful palate. With dark, almost syr-
upy flavors, this is a ripe Tempranillo that finishes 
with bounce and oomph. Scoperta Importing Co. 
Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Pallas 2012 Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra de 
Castilla). Concentrated berry aromas are 

basic and hint at sugar beets. This feels jammy and 
a bit syrupy, while robust berry, beet and chocolate 
flavors finish a touch heavy and sticky. For the mon-
ey, this is generous and plenty good. Jorge Ordoñez 
Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $8 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Castillo de Maluenda 2011 Punto y Seguido 
Viñas Viejas Garnacha (Calatayud). Initially 

this smells chunky, gaseous and heavy, but with 
airing things turn toward minerality and red-berry 
scents. The palate is immediately pleasing and deep, 
with good structure and strong but tame tannins. 
Meaty red-and-black flavors are dense and deli-
cious, while the finish is broad shouldered, with a 
stout feel and moderate complexity. Drink through 
2018. Hidalgo Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Marques de Griñon 2008 Svmma Varietals 
Estate Bottled Syrah-Cabernet Sauvignon-

Petit Verdot (Dominio de Valdepusa). Compact and 

harmonious up front, this three-grape blend deliv-
ers aromas of oak, dark berry fruits and prune. The 
palate is saturated and fully ripe, with wide tannins 
that don’t grate. Jammy berry, raisin, coconut, to-
bacco and creamy oak flavors finish long and ripe. 
Drink through 2018. Winebow. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Avanthia 2010 Tinto Cuvee Mosteiro Mencía 
(Valdeorras). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Castillo de Maluenda 2011 Punto y Coma Viñas 
Viejas Garnacha (Calatayud). Smoky, spicy 

berry and plum aromas are more fresh than oaky. 
This shows a tight, balanced structure and ample 
body. Flavors of plum, red cherry, berry and vanilla 
finish direct and fairly long, with clarity as well as 
some complexity. Drink through 2017. Hidalgo Im-
ports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Marques de Griñon 2008 Single Vineyard Es-
tate Bottled Cabernet Sauvignon (Dominio 

de Valdepusa). This is one supercharged, intense 
Cabernet. Aromas of bold black fruits are balanced 
off by herbal hints and a blast of juniper. The pal-
ate is deep, muscular and tannic, with baked flavors 
of cassis, raisin and chocolate. On the finish, this 
is powerful, with tannic grip that won’t quit. Drink 
through 2026. Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

90 Marques de Griñon 2008 El Rincón Estate 
Bottled Syrah-Grenache (Vinos de Madrid). 

Aromas of dried spices, earth, cola and obligatory 
black fruits open this Syrah-Garnacha blend. The 
palate features grabby tannins and flavors of black-
berry, herbs and leather. On the finish, a licorice fla-
vor pops up and blends into earthy notes supported 
by muscular tannins. Drink through 2017. Winebow. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

88 Cellers Baronia del Montsant 2009 AV14 
Clos d’Englora (Montsant). Floral, stony 

red-fruit aromas are the right set up for a tight, al-
most citric feeling palate. Flavors of cherry and red 
plum are narrow and quick-hitting, while the finish 
is bright, juicy and runs on acidity. This demands 
food; it’s raw by itself. Deutsch Family Wine & Spir-
its. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Val de Los Frailes 2006 Prestigio (Cigales). 
This is brilliantly purple in color, with 

jumpy, untamed black-fruit aromas. In the mouth, 
it is tannic and clawing, with a cheek-drilling 
mouthfeel. Syrupy blackberry flavors offer baking 
spice and clove accents, while the finish is showing 
unabsorbed oak and monster tannins. Matarromera 
USA, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Faunus 2011 Red (Montsant). The nose on 
this multigrape blend is gaseous, with force-

ful berry aromas but little nuance. A tannic, rub-
bery, rock-hard palate is home to candied black-
fruit flavors that are a touch green at the core. Mint 
and licorice flavors confirm an herbal presence on 
a brutally tannic finish. United Cellars, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

85 Lurra 2013 Garnacha (Navarra). Sweet, flo-
ral aromas of plum, candied berry and sugar 

beet are friendlier than the palate, which is a bit 
piercing and high in acidity. Cherry and tart plum 
flavors finish with choppy, bright acids and citric 
flavors. Polaner Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Vega Moragona 2010 Ribera del Júcar. Ripe 
blueberry, black plum and violet aromas are 

sweet and ripe. This is a chunky, flat feeling Tem-
pranillo with candied, soft blackberry and other 
black-fruit flavors. A short, simple finish fits this 
heavy wine’s overall profile. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

84 Bodegas Julián Chivite 2008 Selección Es-
pecial Finca de Villatuerta Tempranillo (Na-

varra). Gritty, earthy aromas suggest compost and 
underripeness. This is grabby and rough on the pal-
ate, with muddled, leafy flavors of herbal plum and 
raspberry. A grating, peppery finish is low on fruit 
and hard in feel. Spain Wine Collection. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

ROSÉS

88 Bodegas Ontañón 2013 Vetiver Tempranillo 
Rosado (Rioja). Aromas of stone fruits and 

citrus are dusty and nice; so is the mouthfeel, which 
is fresh but shows texture and body. Watermelon, 
nectarine and citrus flavors finish slightly bitter but 
within reason. Gabriel Wilson Selections. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Bodegas Ontañón 2013 Clarete Rosado 
(Rioja). This is a perfectly good rosé that’s 

90% Tempranillo and 10% Viura, hence the Clarete 
name. Fresh aromas of nectarine and citrus show a 
touch of yeasty vanilla, while the palate feels pure 
and zesty. Orange and pink grapefruit are the key 
flavors, and the finish is snappy. Gabriel Wilson Se-
lections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Dinastía Vivanco 2013 Tempranillo-Garnacha 
Rosé (Rioja). Compact berry and plum aro-

mas set up a solid, nice palate with nectarine and 
raspberry flavors. This is very drinkable and easy-
going; the finish is mellow but propped up by core 
acidity. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 
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87 Enanzo 2013 Garnacha Rosado (Navarra). 
Snappy, dry red-fruit and citrus aromas are 

a good opening. The palate is fresh and bouncy, with 
punchy pomegranate and grapefruit flavors. A zesty 
finish with mild citrus and nectarine flavors is par 
for the course. Regal Wine Imports Inc. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Coto de Hayas 2013 Garnacha-Cabernet 
Sauvignon Rosado (Campo de Borja). Clean, 

fresh and inviting aromas are simple as rosé should 
be. Plum, raspberry and other red-fruit flavors are 
full and tight, with ripeness, acidity and just a hint 
of sweetness. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

86 Las Rocas de San Alejandro 2013 Rosé (Ca-
latayud). Stony aromas of minerally citrus 

and nectarine are clean and upright. This Garnacha 
rosé is simple but good in feel, with generic but 
clean flavors of stone fruits. Bitter, pithy flavors rise 
up to dominate the finish. E & J Gallo. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

84 Ochoa 2013 Estate Bottled Rosado Garna-
cha (Navarra). The nose on this Navarran 

rosado is briny and strained. The palate is on the 
heavy side, while flavors of peach pit and citrus peel 
finish pithy and mildly bitter. This will not age well. 
Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

84 Parés Baltà 2013 Ros de Pacs Organic Farm-
ing Cabernet-Merlot-Syrah Rosé (Penedès). 

This funky rosé is made from Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot and Syrah, and there’s color, spice aromas 
and weight dictated by that grape mix. Heavy plum 
and cherry flavors are fruity but flat in feel, with no 
cut to the finish. This is interesting but not refresh-
ing. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

82 Enate 2013 Rosado Cabernet Sauvignon (So-
montano). Compost aromas and a clunky 

feeling palate get this off on the wrong foot. Flavors 
of burnt berry fruit and sweetness fail to impress. 
This shows hardly any snap on a cloying finish. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

SWEET WINES

90 Cuva Vella 1980 Vintage Muscat (Valencia). 
This chocolate-colored, 34-year-old Mus-

cat is ripe as can be, with prune, fig and chocolate 
aromas. It’s rather flat and mature on the palate; 
however, robust, incredibly rich flavors of raisin and 
chocolate finish in a swirl of hazelnut and fudge. 
This is thick stuff that sometimes seems too heavy 
while at other times it’s just right. Drink now. Wein 
Bauer Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $65/500 ml 

88 Ochoa 2012 Vendimia Tardia Single Vineyard 
Finca El Bosque Moscatel (Navarra). Vari-

etally specific aromas of wild flowers, honey and 
lemon verbena set up an unctuous, creamy palate 
with modest acidity and lots of weight. Honey, man-
go, vanilla and other sweet, tropical flavors finish 
thick but not quite cloying. This is a unique wine 
for Navarra that deserves to be judged on its own. 
Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30/500 ml 

87 Dinastía Vivanco 2010 Colección Vivanco 
Dulce de Invierno 4 Varietales (Rioja). This 

unique Rioja dessert wine can’t be judged against 
anything but itself. It’s rusty in color, with aromas 
of horsehide, sweaty saddle and exotic fruits. The 
palate is coarse but staunch, while the flavor profile 
starts with brine and ends with more familiar cara-
mel and toffee. A sweet, syrupy finish is as challeng-
ing as it is flavorful. This is a breed unto its own. 
Drink now. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52/375 ml 

86 Alta Alella 2012 Dolç Mataró Organic Sweet 
Red (Spain). Aromas of cherry cough drops 

and huckleberry syrup are heady and perplexing. 
The palate is like cough medicine, while syrupy 
cherry and berry flavors transition to medicinal and 
chocolaty. A rich, flabby finish is just more fuel for a 
unique but challenged fire. Palateur Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $39 

PORTUGAL
WHITE WINES

VINHO VERDE

91 J. Portugal Ramos 2013 Alvarinho (Vinho 
Verde). As part of Alentejo based João Ra-

mos’s venture to the north, he has produced this 
rich and creamy wine, which is typical Vinho Verde 
only in name. It is full-bodied, lightly toasty and 
rich, only hinting at yellow fruits. This is worth ag-
ing, so keep until the end of 2015. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Casa do Valle 2013 Grande Escolha (Vinho 
Verde). This wood-aged Vinho Verde is a 

world away from the light and sweetened wines. 
It is rich, almost Chardonnay-like in its smooth, 
creamy character. At the same time, it still shows 
its origin in its tight acidity and a crisp aftertaste. 
Drink now, or better in a year. Massanois Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Casa de Vila Nova 2013 Torre de Vila Nova 
(Vinho Verde). Crisp, dry and fresh, this is 

a lively and fruity wine. It’s lightly textured, tangy 
and clean as a whistle. Drink now. Quintessential 
Wines. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

87 Casa do Valle 2013 Branco (Vinho Verde). 
This is a bone dry Vinho Verde, very crisp 

and tight. It has the freshest sliced apple and lime 
flavors that are both refreshing and invigorating. 
From high, cool vineyards, this is a fine wine that 
would benefit from a few more months in bottle. 
Massanois Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

87 Quinta da Raza 2013 Dom Diogo Arinto (Vin-
ho Verde). This is a wine that shows a more 

serious side to Vinho Verde. Bone dry, with a crisp 
and creamy texture, it has citrus, pineapple and red 
apple flavors. It could even age a few months, but is 
so drinkable now. Matadorvino LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Adega Cooperativa Ponte de Barca 2013 
Hera Grande Escolha Loureiro (Vinho Verde). 

While it’s fresh and creamy, as any Vinho Verde 
should be, there’s something extra to this smooth 
wine. The tangy acidity is balanced by melon and 
apple flavors to give the wine some richness. Drink 
now. M Imports, LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

85 Adega Cooperativa Ponte de Barca 2013 Las 
Lilas (Vinho Verde). A richly-styled style of 

Vinho Verde, one that’s well integrated, fresh and 
fruity. Baked apple and crisp lemon go well with the 
sweeter aftertaste to create a light and bright wine. 
The Artisan Collection. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 10% Price: $9 

85 Solar de Pinheiro 2013 Paço de São Lourenço 
Escolha (Vinho Verde). Here is a lightly 

sparkling, just off-dry Vinho Verde, the sort of wine 
that just goes down as an apéritif or, in Portugal, 
with sardines. It’s a crisp, bright wine, a lemon curd 
flavor finishing the apple fruitiness. Laurel Import-
ers. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

84 Quinta da Raza 2013 Raza (Vinho Verde). 
This is a fruity style of Vinho Verde that 

also brings out the crispest citrus and pink grape-
fruit flavors. The wine, with its light spritz, is fresh, 
full of acidity and just off dry. Drink now. Matador-
vino LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

83 Adega Cooperativa Ponte de Barca 2013 Es-
colha (Vinho Verde). Soft and soapy, this is 

a simple wine without much character. It’s a light, 
slightly sweet wine to be drunk this year. Screwcap. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $9 

82 Vidigal 2013 White (Vinho Verde). A sugar 
water style of Vinho Verde, all sweetness 

and acidity. It is fresh and clean, very crisp and 
green. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $9 
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DOURO

89 Kopke 2012 Reserva Branco (Douro). Rich 
and toasty, this is a complex, wood-aged 

wine. It has weight, spice, yellow fruits and a strong 
wood component that brings in richness and en-
hances the fruit. It’s ripe, rounded and ready to 
age a few more years. Drink from 2016. Wine In-
Motion. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

87 Burmester 2011 Reserva Branco (Douro). A 
smooth, wood-aged wine that is rich and 

toasty. With a touch of honey to show the ripe side 
of the apricot and white peach fruit flavors, the 
wine is soft, now mature and ready to drink. Wine 
In-Motion. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

86 Kopke 2013 White (Douro). With attractive 
lemon flavors within a smooth and rich 

wine, this is both bright and ripe. It’s aromatic and 
full in the mouth, showing apple, peach and mineral 
tones. Drink from 2015. Wine In-Motion. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

84 Quinta do Judeu 2012 White (Douro). Lightly 
wood aged, this is a rich wine that has trop-

ical fruits as well as toast and pepper from the al-
cohol. Unfortunately, there’s a streak of citrus that 
sits awkwardly with the rest of the wine. Drink now. 
River Horse Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

ALENTEJANO

89 Terras d’Alter 2012 Fado Branco Reserva 
(Alentejano). With some oak aging, this is a 

naturally rich wine that has a rounded, full charac-
ter. It’s generous, opulent and full of yellow fruits, 
ripe red apples and the subtlest touch of toast. Drink 
now, or keep until 2015. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Herdade de São Miguel 2013 Colheita Selec-
cionada Branco (Alentejano). With a touch 

of wood aging, this is a bright yet toasty wine. Its 
fruitiness shows as citrus, pineapple and pear, with 
a tangy edge. There is aging potential here, to round 
out the wine and bring out its softer side. Drink 
from 2015. Saraiva Enterprises. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Herdade do Esporão 2013 Duas Castas (Alen-
tejano). Duas Castas, two grapes, is a blend 

of Gouveio and Antão Vaz. Together they give a 
smooth, fruity wine, tangy in orange zest and bright 
acidity. The wine has weight and richness, with de-
licious hints of white peach to finish. Aidil Wines/
Old World Import. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Herdade do Esporão 2013 Monte Velho 
(Alentejano). Soft and round, this is a wine 

that has the warmth of the Alentejo coupled with 
a tangy, fresh slice of lemon. Blending Antão Vaz, 
Roupeiro and Perrum, it’s a wine to drink now, or 
just age for a few months. Aidil Wines/Old World 
Import. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Herdade do Esporão 2013 V Verdelho (Alen-
tejano). As fresh as can be, this is a bright, 

lively and lightly perfumed wine. It has grape-
fruit, apricot fruit and a touch of minerality. Drink 
through 2015. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Terras d’Alter 2013 Fado Branco (Alente-
jano). The apricot notes of Viognier come 

through strongly with this smooth, ripe wine. It 
has a steely character and a cool freshness from the 
Arinto and Síria in the blend. All in all, an attractive 
wine that could age a few months. Tri-Vin Imports. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Aveleda 2013 Quinta da Aveleda Estate 
Bottled Loureiro-Alvarinho (Minho). For full 

review see page 14. Best Buy. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $9 

88 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Grand’Arte Alvarinho (Lis-
boa). The cool-climate-loving Alvarinho 

translates well to the coastal Lisboa region. It’s rich 
and creamy, acidity well in hand and supporting the 
melon and citrus flavors. It’s a delicious wine now, 
but it will age, so keep it until 2015. Dionysos Im-
ports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 DFJ Vinhos 2013 Paxis Branco Arinto (Lis-
boa). Green plums and ripe apples bring out 

the best in Arinto’s range of flavors. This is a soft 
wine, with light acidity that’s well integrated into 
the rich fruitiness. Drink now. Dionysos Imports 
Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $8 

ROSÉS

88 Casa Ferreirinha 2013 Vinha Grande Rosé 
(Douro). As pale as any Provence rosé, this 

fresh and fragrant wine is delicious. It’s crisp in ap-
ple and red berry fruits, light and fresh at the end. 
The aftertaste is as bright as the rest of the wine. 
Drink now. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

87 José Maria da Fonseca 2013 Periquita Rosé 
(Península de Setúbal). An instantly enjoy-

able, balanced rosé. It’s fresh, clean and full of red 

berry fruits, with a crisp finish. Drink now. Palm 
Bay International. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

86 Herdade do Esporão 2013 Alandra Rosé 
(Alentejano). Warm and ripe, this is a 

full-bodied rosé that has the weight and some of 
the tannins of a red wine. With its vivid pink color 
and sweet strawberry fruits, it’s fruity and ready 
to drink. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

86 Herdade do Esporão 2013 Vinha da Defesa 
Rosé (Alentejano). A cherry pink, red-cher-

ry flavored wine that has soft, clean fruit and acid-
ity. It’s pure fruitiness, easy to drink although with 
a heft of alcohol that contrasts with its light style. 
Aidil Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 José Maria da Fonseca 2013 Colecção Privada 
Moscatel Roxo (Península de Setúbal). With 

its intense spice and rich texture, the wine seems 
bigger than it is. In fact, it is fresh while soft and 
very aromatic, with a pale salmon color. It’s deli-
cious, smooth and ready to drink. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

85 DFJ Vinhos 2013 Storks Landing Rosé (Lis-
boa). This blend of Shiraz and Castelão is 

in a soft and ripe rosé style. There is just a touch 
of tannin from the Shiraz to give weight. The after-
taste is lightly sweet. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $8 

85 Terras d’Alter 2013 Fado Rosé (Alentejano). 
Rich and caramel flavored, this is a rounded, 

sweet strawberry wine. It has plenty of fresh acidity 
to cut through the ripe texture, but it’s not for an 
apéritif, more for food. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

83 Adega Cooperativa Ponte de Barca 2013 Hera 
Rosé (Vinho Verde). This wine is fresh, with 

plenty of acidity. It also has delicious raspberry 
fruits, the ripeness well integrated into the wine. 
For immediate drinking. M Imports, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 10% Price: $9 

83 DFJ Vinhos 2013 Portada Rosé (Lisboa). This 
wine is so soft, gently fruity and easy to 

drink, but without much character or freshness. It’s 
a gentle ramble that takes no effort. Luiz’s Grocery 
And Liquors. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $7 
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PORTUGAL
RED WINES

DOURO

94 Quinta do Crasto 2011 Vinha Maria Teresa 
(Douro). From an old block of vines, pro-

ducing a field blend of many different varieties, 
Vinha Maria Teresa is a major wine. Its low yields, 
firm tannins and dense wood aging give it great 
staying power. Black plum surge through the choco-
late flavors and are given point by acidity. Age this 
fine wine until 2018. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $160 

93 Duorum 2011 Reserva Old Vines (Douro). 
This major wine is terroir driven. It shows 

the hard rocks, the heat and the powerful structure 
that gives the Douro its unique vinous structure. 
It’s a dense wine with its firm, dry tannins and 
black plum fruits offering great acidity and a black 
texture. The wine needs to age, drink from 2017. 
Winebow. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

93 Quinta do Crasto 2011 Touriga Nacional 
(Douro). This is a very fine wine with its 

dense tannins and concentrated black fruits. It is 
a structured wine that shows the intimate connec-
tion between Touriga Nacional and the tough grow-
ing conditions of the Douro. Its fruit and its firm 
core all point to aging. Drink from 2018. Broadbent 
Selections, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Sogrape 2010 Callabriga (Douro). Part of a 
range of wines made to show the strengths 

of each wine region. This Douro wine certainly 
brings out the tough soil and the firm tannins. They 
go along with dark fruits, a mineral texture and the 
spice from wood aging. Drink this serious, dense 
wine from 2015. Evaton, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

91 Quinta do Crasto 2011 Tinta Roriz (Douro). 
There is power inside this bottle. Tinta Roriz, 

or Tempranillo, showing both its tannic strength 
when young and also its potential for elegant aging. 
So this impressive wine is smooth, ripe, full of black 
fruits with a layer of caramel wood aging and a firm 
core. Age this for several years and drink from 2017. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

91 Wines & Winemakers 2009 Aguia Moura 
em Vinhas Velhas Garrafeira (Douro). A big, 

structured wine that is so firm and tannic even after 
five years. It’s a massive construction, full of dark 
fruit, blackberries and black plums that are sup-
ported by the solid texture and smoothed by wood 

aging. The wine still needs time, drink from 2015. 
Best Brands Incorporated. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Duorum 2012 Colheita (Douro). Ripe and 
juicy, this is an impressive, dense and dark 

wine. It has tarry tannins, black plum and berry 
fruits and a solid structure. The fruit and the struc-
ture balance in a wine that could age, has a mineral 
edge and a firm aftertaste. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Kopke 2011 Red (Douro). A solid, tannic 
wine that has both great rich fruits and a 

dry core that needs to soften with age. It tastes pow-
erful without sacrificing a perfumed and floral el-
egance. This is a serious wine, with a dense texture 
and potential. Drink from 2016. Wine In-Motion. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Sogevinus 2011 Veedha (Douro). This is a 
rich and jammy wine, packed with black 

fruits as well as dark tannins. Dark chocolate fla-
vors come from the wood aging which also leaves a 
burnt taste. These both suggest this potentially fine 
wine needs to age. Drink from 2016. Wineworth 
LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Vidigal 2012 3 Autores (Douro). Firmly tan-
nic and dense, this dry wine is dedicated to 

the winemakers at Vidigal, the authors in the name 
of the wine. It has berry fruits under its dark tex-
ture, promising more fruit in the next several years. 
There is a show of wood aging as well as acidity at 
the end. Screwcap. Suprex International. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Borges 2011 Lello (Douro). There is a strong 
barnyard aroma here, although the palate is 

cleaner and more modern. With rich tannins and a 
dark plum character, it’s ripe and structured. There 
is a strong mineral element, giving the wine power 
and density. Drink from 2016. Dionysos Imports 
Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $8 

87 Duorum 2012 Tons de Duorum (Douro). This 
second wine from Duorum is softly ripe, 

broad and fruity, full of bright red fruits as well 
as fresh acidity and gentle tannins. Just hinting at 
wood aging, it’s a wine to drink soon, from 2015. 
Winebow. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

DÃO

95 Vinha Paz 2011 Reserva (Dão). This is Dão at 
its best. It’s a powerful wine, embedded in 

the hard granite of the region with its dark, brood-
ing tannins and solid structure, with a touch of 
chocolate in the background. Dominated by Touriga 

Nacional, juicy but very firm, it wears its long wood 
aging easily. The wine is already integrated, but 
should be aged for several years. Drink from 2017. 
Laurel Importers. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Vinha Paz 2012 Colheita (Dão). The wines 
has concentration, while also having rich, 

smooth fruits that exude blackberries, fresh acidity 
and just the right amount of wood to give complex-
ity. It’s firm, but ready to drink. Laurel Importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

86 Borges 2012 Meia Encosta (Dão). While 
the wine does have tannins, it’s dominant 

characters are juicy red fruits, sweet tannins and a 
fresh, lightly mineral texture. It’s a wine that’s ready 
to drink, fruity while firm at the end. Dionysos Im-
ports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

86 Vidigal 2012 Red (Dão). A blend of Touriga 
Nacional with a more local grape, Jaen, 

gives a juicy, light and fragrant wine. There’s a tan-
nic structure, but the wine is more to do with red 
fruits and acidity. Drink in 2015. Suprex Interna-
tional. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

LISBOA

87 Vidigal 2012 NBNC = No Branding No Cry (Lis-
boa). The name of the wine is, of course, a 

branding exercise in itself. Luckily, the wine inside 
the bottle is ripe and enjoyable. It’s fruity, soft, gen-
tly tannic with juicy red fruits and black plums, all 
finished with fresh acidity. Drink now. Screwcap. 
American Northwest Distributors Inc. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Vidigal 2010 Reserva dos Amigos (Lisboa). 
While the wine is rich and tarry, it has an 

old-fashioned feel to it that comes from the juicy 
tannins and touch of rusticity. That’s not unattract-
ive, a wood-aged oxidized wine that has fruit and 
spice to add to its allure. Drink from 2015. Global 
Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

85 Vidigal 2011 Reserva (Lisboa). This is a soft 
wine, attractively fruity with gentle tan-

nins. It is fresh with red berry fruits and open acid-
ity. There is a burnt edge at the end which needs 
to blow off. Drink from 2015. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Vidigal 2009 Touriga Nacional (Lisboa). 
There is an attractive rustic, old-fashioned 

feel to this wine. It has less fruit and more tarry tan-
nins along with touches of old wood. There is a juicy 
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final taste that keeps the wine refreshing as well. 
Global Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

ALENTEJANO

93 José Maria da Fonseca 2011 José de Sousa 
(Alentejano). Fermented partially in old clay 

amphoras, this is a rich wine that has managed to 
retain freshness as well. The blend includes Grand 
Noir, a grape with red juice, as well as Trincadeira 
and Aragonez. Its density is revealed as it opens up, 
giving ripe red fruits, solid tannins and a dry core. 
Drink from 2017. Palm Bay International. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

91 Monte da Ravasqueira 2011 Reserva (Alente-
jano). Still firmly closed up, this is a power-

ful wine with considerable potential. It has strong 
tannins and a tight black-berry fruitiness. The juic-
iness of Alicante Bouschet shines through, prom-
ising a rich future in which the structure will be 
coupled with more forward fruit character. Artisan 
Vines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Monte da Ravasqueira 2011 Vinha das 
Romãs (Alentejano). Strongly tannic, this 

is a powerhouse of fruit and structure. It has weight 
and richness, but with ample acidity to keep the 
wine fresh and juicy. Complex and ripe, hold this 
powerful wine until 2017 before drinking. Artisan 
Vines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 J. Portugal Ramos 2012 Vila Santa Reserva 
(Alentejano). For those who want power 

along with elegance, this Reserva is just right. It 
has concentration, delicious tannins and black 
fruits and a solid core that gives it weight and ag-
ing potential. Drink now, but also wait until 2016. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Herdade de São Miguel 2013 Ciconia Tinto 
(Alentejano). Ripe and smooth, this is a 

rich, rounded wine that has a warm character, tast-
ing of sunshine. With soft tannins, a touch of cara-
mel from the wood aging and layers of black fruits, 
it’s an attractive wine to drink now, or age until 
2017. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

88 Terras d’Alter 2010 Fado Tinto Reserva 
(Alentejano). Fruity and lightly structured, 

this is a wine for drinking now. It has great juicy 
fruitiness, soft tannins and an immediately drink-
able character, great for barbecues. The wine is 
named after the Fado Portugal’s national music, 
songs by seamen longing for home. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Falua 2012 Tagus Creek Shiraz and Trincadei-
ra (Alentejano). This is a finely made, easy 

to drink wine. It is soft, round, with spice and light 
tannins, a wine that would travel to parties, barbe-
cues and pasta bakes. The acidity from the black-
berry flavor keeps it fresh and fruity. Aidil Wines/
Old World Import. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 J. Portugal Ramos 2012 Smart Dog Syrah 
(Alentejano). Quite why Smart Dog is a good 

name for a wine is a mystery. The wine itself a rich, 
soft Syrah with attractive ripe blackberry and plum 
flavors and soft, finely integrated tannins. It’s an en-
joyable wine that’s ready to drink. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

86 Terras d’Alter 2013 Fado Tinto (Alentejano). 
Fado, wine and song, reads the label, and 

Fado is the essentially Portuguese style of music. 
The wine is more international in character, ripe, 
soft and smooth, with attractive acidity and juicy 
fruit. Drink through 2016. Tri-Vin Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $9 

85 Herdade de São Miguel 2013 Monte dos Ami-
gos (Alentejano). A wine that is meant to 

be drunk young, with its berry fruits and soft tan-
nins. It’s fruity and fresh, a ripe and spicy mouthful. 
Drink over the next year. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

83 Monte da Ravasqueira 2012 Red (Alente-
jano). Here’s a fruity wine that’s full of juicy 

black-currant aromas and flavors. The tannins gives 
the wine a strongly earthy character on the finish. 
Artisan Vines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

83 Monte da Ravasqueira 2012 Fonte da Serrana 
(Alentejano). This wine has a strange juicy 

character, reminiscent of tomato juice. The tannins 
under the odd fruitiness are firm, with a bitter edge. 
Artisan Vines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

OTHER RED WINES

91 José Maria da Fonseca 2009 Periquita Supery-
or Castelão (Península de Setúbal). From old 

vines, this is a powerful wine that is perfumed, rich 
and dense. It celebrates the importance of Castelão 
in the history of Setúbal winemaking in a way that 
brings out its ripe juiciness. Foot trodden in open 
fermenters, it has a full, concentrated character. 
Drink from 2016. Palm Bay International. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Casa do Valle 2011 Homenagem Reserva 
(Minho). For a red wine from the Vinho 

Verde region, this is impressive. Serious wood ag-
ing hasn’t dampened the red fruits and firm tan-

nins. The wine is dry, solid and with final acidity. 
It should be drunk now. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

86 Cooperativa Reguengos de Monsaraz 2013 
Reguengos (Alentejo). This is a young, 

fresh wine that’s laced both with black currants and 
some dry tannins. It’s so young and fruity that is 
all up front freshness. In fact it could do with a few 
months in bottle to give it more weight and round it 
out. Saraiva Enterprises. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $8 

84 Cooperativa Reguengos de Monsaraz 2013 
Pátria (Alentejo). Rich and so smooth, this 

is like drinking a syrup. The tannins are so soft, so 
cushioned by the ripe berry and plum fruits. The 
real contrast is with the acidity at the end that gives 
a final lift. Drink now. Saraiva Enterprises. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $8 

PIEDMONT
2010 BAROLO

100 Giuseppe Rinaldi 2010 Brunate (Barolo). 
The 2010 Brunate is one of the greatest 

expressions of this fabulous vintage. Polished and 
structured, it seamlessly combines layers of rose, 
violet, perfumed red berries, juicy black cherry, 
leather, spice and eucalyptus sensations that convey 
a Nebbiolo purity of compelling depth and finesse. 
It’s already gorgeous, but will become one of the leg-
endary bottlings of the vintage. Drink 2020–2045. 
Vinifera Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $126 

100 Paolo Scavino 2010 Bric dël Fiasc (Baro-
lo). For full review see page 3. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

99 Cantina Bartolo Mascarello 2010 Barolo. 
From one of the denomination’s leading 

traditional producers, this gorgeous, elegant Barolo 
opens with floral aromas of dried rose petals, wood-
land berries, leather, spice and whiffs of balsamic 
herbs. The palate seamlessly combines crisp, red 
cherry-berry fruit, white pepper and mint balanced 
by firm but polished tannins and bright acidity. Full 
of finesse, it will age majestically. Drink after 2020. 
Polaner Selections, Rare Wine Co. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

99 Massolino 2010 Parafada (Barolo). Power-
fully structured yet surprisingly graceful, 

this is one of the stars of the vintage. It seamlessly 
weaves together tobacco, underbrush, leather and 
intense balsamic sensations with succulent black 
cherry, raspberry and licorice flavors. It’s all sup-
ported by a backbone of lively acidity and noble 
tannins. This will age and evolve for decades. Drink 
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2020–2050. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

99 Sandrone 2010 Cannubi Boschis (Barolo). 
Structured but extremely elegant, this 

opens with an intense fragrance of violet, rose, wild 
berry, leather, underbrush and balsamic notes. The 
delicious, focused palate delivers crushed black 
cherry layered with notes of exotic spices, licorice, 
sage and black pepper, perfectly balanced by asser-
tive tannins and vibrant energy. It already boasts 
gripping depth, but this has serious aging potential. 
Drink 2020–2040. Vintus LLC. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $165 

98 Cavallotto 2010 Bricco Boschis (Barolo). 
Leather, balsamic herbs, black fruit and 

spice aromas lead the nose. The delicious palate 
delivers ripe black cherry, crushed raspberry, lico-
rice, cinnamon, black pepper and carob notes, bal-
anced by bold but noble tannins and vibrant acidity. 
It needs years to fully develop and will age for de-
cades. Drink 2020–2040. Michael Skurnik Wines. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

98 Giacomo Fenocchio 2010 Bussia (Barolo). 
From the historic heart of the famed Bussia 

vineyard area, this wine beautifully expresses the 
fabulous vintage. Boasting great depth and energy, 
it seamlessly delivers violet, incense, underbrush, 
crushed black cherry, licorice, graphite and bal-
samic sensations alongside vibrant acidity and big, 
velvety tannins. Drink 2020–2040. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

98 Massolino 2010 Parussi (Barolo). This bold 
wine is yet another impressive 2010 Barolo 

from Massolino. Powerfully structured, it delivers 
succulent black cherry flavors layered with black 
pepper, sage, tobacco, licorice, balsamic notes and 
grilled herbs. It’s superbly balanced but has youth-
ful tension and an abundance of energy so give it 
time to fully develop. Drink 2020–2050. Vineyard 
Brands. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

97 Ascheri 2010 Coste & Bricco (Barolo). Vi-
brant red berry, leather, white pepper, clove, 

violet, turned soil, mint and mineral sensations all 
come together on this structured but elegant wine. 
The creamy fruit is brightened by fresh acidity and 
supported by firm, velvety tannins. Made only in ex-
ceptional vintages, it shows a fantastic combination 
of power and finesse. Drink after 2020. Martignetti 
Companies. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

97 Brezza 2010 Sarmassa (Barolo). From one 
of the best sites in Barolo, this intense 

wine opens with a multi-dimensional fragrance of 
crushed flower, new leather, earth, incense, spice 

and black cherry. The vibrant, spicy palate deliv-
ers red berry accented with notes of black pepper, 
cinnamon spice, licorice and clove. Bold but noble 
tannins and brisk acidity promise fantastic aging 
potential. Drink 2020–2050. Acid Inc Selections, 
Stefano Miretti Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $67 

97 Comm. G. B. Burlotto 2010 Monvigliero 
(Barolo). From the most celebrated vineyard 

in the village of Verduno, this dazzling wine opens 
with an enticing bouquet of exotic incense, violet, 
cedar, leather, moist earth, pine forest and a whiff 
of smoke. The focused palate delivers layers of dark 
cherry, clove, cinnamon, thyme, balsamic notes and 
mineral alongside supple tannins. It’s incredibly el-
egant. Drink 2018–2040. Bacchanal Wine Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

97 Elio Grasso 2010 Ginestra Casa Matè (Baro-
lo). Endowed with impressive structure 

and balance, it offers beguiling scents of rose, black 
cherry, leather, sweet spices, licorice and balsamic 
notes with a just a whiff of tar that all carry over to 
the palate. A wine with power and finesse, it will age 
and continue to develop for decades. Drink 2020–
2045. Martin Scott Wines. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

97 Massolino 2010 Margheria (Barolo). Under-
brush, rose, violet, black cherry, balsamic 

notes, cinnamon, mint, leather and Mediterranean 
herbs are just some of the sensations that emerge. 
The juicy fruit is balanced with energy and velvety 
tannins. It’s loaded with energy and finesse, and 
give it time to develop even more complexity. Drink 
2020–2040. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

97 Paolo Scavino 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). Made 
from old vines in the heart of the historical 

Cannubi zone, this needs a little time in the glass 
before it opens to reveal rose, violet, clove, cinna-
mon, leather and berry aromas. It’s very elegant, 
with concentrated flavors of red cherry accented 
with balsamic notes and cake spices alongside pol-
ished tannins and bright acidity. Drink 2020–2040. 
Martin Scott Wines. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

97 Paolo Scavino 2010 Monvigliero (Barolo). 
Intense scents of rose, wisteria, red berry, 

herbs and baking spices take center stage. The vi-
brant palate seamlessly weaves together red cherry, 
black raspberry, cinnamon, clove and mint, with a 
blast of orange peel on the finish. Velvety tannins 
make this tempting now but it also shows aging 
potential. Drink 2020–2040. Martin Scott Wines. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

97 Poderi Aldo Conterno 2010 Bussia Colonnello 
(Barolo). It opens with varietal aromas of 

leather, tilled earth, underbrush, truffle and berry. 
The intense palate delivers black cherry, crushed 
raspberry, cinnamon, clove and licorice alongside 
velvety, teeth-coating tannins and brisk acidity. 
Usually the most accessible of Conterno’s single-
vineyard Barolos, the 2010 is loaded with energy 
and destined for lengthy aging. Drink 2020–2040. 
Massanois Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

97 Poderi Luigi Einaudi 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). 
Enticing scents of rose petals, violet, tilled 

earth and leather mingle on this wine hailing from 
the historical heart of the celebrated Cannubi vine-
yard. The vibrant palate offers crushed dark cherry 
accented with cinnamon, clove and a touch of va-
nilla alongside silky tannins. Balanced and loaded 
with finesse, it will develop more complexity over 
the next few decades. Drink 2020–2040. Empson 
USA Ltd. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $112 

97 Sandrone 2010 Le Vigne (Barolo). This com-
pelling wine delivers a combination of con-

centration and complexity. It opens with a multi-
faceted fragrance that includes mature black fruit, 
leather, cinnamon and balsamic notes. The palate is 
still tightly wound but offers bright red berry and 
black cherry layered with notes of tobacco, alpine 
herbs and baking spices alongside bracing tannins 
and invigorating acidity. It’s young but impeccably 
balanced. Drink after 2020. Vintus LLC. Cellar Se-
lection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $155 

96 Brezza 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). From the 
heart of the historic Cannubi zone, this clas-

sically crafted wine opens with a gorgeous fragrance 
of violets, dried rose, new leather and crushed ber-
ries. The vibrant palate is still restrained by youth 
but it delivers bright sour cherry, sage, balsamic 
notes, Mediterranean herbs and sweet spices along-
side great energy and intensity. Drink 2020–2040. 
Acid Inc Selections, Stefano Miretti Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

96 Brovia 2010 Brea Vigna Ca’ Mia (Barolo). 
This structured, vibrant wine opens with 

classic Nebbiolo aromas of red cherry, leather, 
clove, spice and balsamic notes. The savory palate 
doles out red and black berry reined in by mint, lic-
orice and black pepper alongside brisk acidity and 
tightly woven tannins. It will blossom into a beauty. 
Drink after 2022. Rosenthal Wine Merchants. Cel-
lar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $95 

96 Comm. G. B. Burlotto 2010 Acclivi (Barolo). 
Made from a blend of top vineyard sites 

in Verduno, this balanced Barolo has a wonderful 
fragrance of woodland berries, new leather, intense 
balsamic notes and menthol. The smooth palate 
weaves together juicy red cherry, herbs, sweet spic-
es and mineral notes alongside velvety, enveloping 
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tannins and brisk acidity. Drink 2020–2040. Bac-
chanal Wine Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

96 Germano Ettore 2010 Prapò (Barolo). It 
opens with earthy aromas of underbrush, 

tilled soil, red berries, leather, toast and intense 
balsamic notes. The bright palate displays crushed 
black cherry, licorice and orange peel alongside 
great energy and bracing but noble tannins. Give it 
time to develop. Drink 2020–2040. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

96 Guido Porro 2010 V. S. Caterina (Barolo). 
Leather, blue flower, black berry, tilled soil 

and allspice scents leap from the glass. The juicy 
palate delivers crushed black cherry, mint, thyme 
and sage alongside bracing but polished tannins 
and fresh acidity. The ripe fruit makes this almost 
accessible already, but hold for more complexity. 
Drink after 2020. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

96 Poderi Aldo Conterno 2010 Bussia Romiras-
co (Barolo). Aromas emerge of underbrush, 

leather, violet, eucalyptus, balsamic notes, sage and 
menthol. Still young and tightly knit, it also delivers 
fleshy black cherry flavors accented with spice and 
alpine herbs supported by brooding tannins. Give 
this time to develop fully. Drink 2020–2040. Mas-
sanois Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $180 

96 Principiano Ferdinando 2010 Ravera di Mon-
forte (Barolo). This powerfully structured 

wine offers earthy aromas of underbrush, porcini 
mushroom, leather, tobacco, berry and game. The 
savory palate delivers crushed black cherry accent-
ed with clove, sage, white pepper, balsamic notes 
and mineral. It’s still young and wound-up but it 
holds all the key elements. Drink 2020–2045. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

95 Ascheri 2010 Sorano (Barolo). Underbrush, 
truffle, leather, tobacco and dark cherry aro-

mas lead the nose on this bottling from Serralunga, 
home to the most structured Barolos. The palate 
delivers crushed black cherry, black pepper, clove 
and a medley of herbs supported by brisk acidity 
and a tannic spine. Drink after 2020. Martignetti 
Companies. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

95 Aurelio Settimo 2010 Rocche dell’Annunziata 
(Barolo). This structured wine opens with 

earthy aromas of tilled soil, underbrush, leather, ce-
dar, bright berries and baking spices. The vibrant 
palate displays classic Nebbiolo flavors of crushed 
dark cherry, clove, cinnamon, truffle, sage, thyme 
and licorice alongside brisk acidity and bracing but 

noble tannins. It will bloom into a beauty. Drink 
2020–2040. Verity Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

95 Cordero di Montezemolo 2010 Enrico IV 
(Barolo). This structured, vibrant Barolo 

opens with a medley of scents including violet, 
leather, black cherry, thyme and toast. The palate 
delivers candied cherry accented with mocha, or-
ange peel and clove alongside brisk acidity and fine 
tannins. Drink after 2020. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

95 Elio Grasso 2010 Gavarini Chiniera (Barolo). 
From one of Monforte d’Alba’s top produc-

ers, it weaves together succulent red berry, crushed 
cherry, clove, cinnamon, truffle, white pepper, sage, 
cedar and balsamic notes with a hint of espresso. It 
has fabulous energy alongside supple tannins. Drink 
2018–2038. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

95 Elvio Cogno 2010 Ravera (Barolo). For full 
review see page 3. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

95 Francesco Rinaldi 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). 
It emerges from the glass with layers of 

perfumed rose, violet, bright berry and balsamic 
scents. The vibrant palate delivers intense red ber-
ry, black raspberry, moist earth, white pepper and 
nutmeg alongside great energy. A burst of orange 
zest signals the close. Best after 2018. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

95 Fratelli Alessandria 2010 Gramolere (Baro-
lo). Scents of red berry, violet, iris, baking 

spices and leather emerge from the glass. The in-
tense, creamy palate exhibits crushed black cherry 
and red raspberry accented by white pepper, cin-
namon, thyme and mint. It’s impeccably balanced 
with vibrant acidity and velvety tannins. Drink after 
2018. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $74 

95 Fratelli Alessandria 2010 Monvigliero (Baro-
lo). For full review see page 3. Multiple U.S. 

importers. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

95 Giacomo Fenocchio 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). 
It offers up crushed flower, red berry, new 

leather, wild strawberry, mint, mineral, balsam and 
sage sensations. It’s still young, with energy and 
intensity that promise lengthy aging. Drink 2020–
2040. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

95 Giacomo Fenocchio 2010 Villero (Barolo). 
Scents of woodland berries, violets, dried 

rose petals, baking spices and Mediterranean herbs 
emerge from this wine. Crushed Morello cherry, 
graphite, red raspberry and white pepper all come 

seamlessly together on the palate alongside invigo-
rating energy and intensity. It shows fantastic aging 
potential. Drink 2020–2040. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

95 Giovanni Rosso 2010 Cerretta (Barolo). Aro-
mas of Mediterranean herbs, hay, leather 

and red berry come together in this structured 
Barolo. Loaded with energy and intensity, it deliv-
ers creamy cherry-berry flavors layered with white 
pepper, clove, nutmeg and orange zest. It already 
has depth but needs time to develop complexity. 
Drink after 2022. The Sorting Table. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $96 

95 Giuseppe Rinaldi 2010 Tre Tine (Barolo). 
Made with Nebbiolo from three top vine-

yard areas, it boasts scents of rose, violet, red berry, 
leather and tilled soil. The vibrant palate delivers 
crushed black cherry and red raspberry accented 
with wild mint, white pepper, clove and sage. It has 
great energy, intensity and aging potential. Drink 
2018–2040. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $126 

95 Guido Porro 2010 Lazzairasco (Barolo). 
Bright aromas including wild cherry, red 

rose, white pepper and clove lead the nose on this 
structured but refined Barolo. Succulent Morello 
and black cherry, raspberry, mint, sage and black 
pepper seamlessly intertwine on the palate along-
side exhilarating acidity and firm tannins. It prom-
ises great aging potential and complexity further 
down the road. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. Cel-
lar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

95 Monchiero 2010 Rocche di Castiglione 
(Barolo). Balsamic herbs, hay, cedar, dense 

black cherry, white pepper, sage and balsamic notes 
emerge from this focused, vibrant Barolo. The lin-
gering finish is bolstered by bright orange peel laced 
with Mediterranean herbs. It’s tightly tannic but 
impeccably balanced with tremendous cellaring po-
tential. Drink 2020–2040. Scoperta Importing Co. 
Inc. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

95 Oddero 2010 Brunate (Barolo). Underbrush, 
intense rose petal, rosemary, grilled herbs 

and red berry scents leap from the glass. Polished 
and almost pulsating with energy, the palate dis-
plays succulent red cherry, sage, leather, cinnamon 
and white pepper alongside supple tannins and vi-
brant acidity. Drink after 2020 for more complexity. 
Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $123 

95 Poderi Aldo Conterno 2010 Bussia (Barolo). 
Rose, violet, red berry, mint, menthol and 

eucalyptus scents lead the nose. Even at this young 
stage the vibrant palate seamlessly weaves together 
juicy Morello cherry, wild strawberry, spice and bal-
samic sensations supported by firm, polished tan-
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nins. It already shows breeding and class, but give it 
time to develop fully. Drink after 2020. Massanois 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

95 Poderi Aldo Conterno 2010 Bussia Cicala 
(Barolo). Juicy black cherry, tobacco, 

leather, underbrush, licorice, menthol, mint and 
balsamic notes all come together on this powerfully 
structured wine. The succulent, ripe fruit is sup-
ported by a solid tannic backbone. It’s already deli-
cious but it’s still compact and brooding so give it 
time to unwind. Drink after 2020–2040. Massanois 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

95 Poderi Colla 2010 Bussia (Barolo). Multifac-
eted aromas of ripe plum, bright red berry, 

leather and underbrush jump from the glass. The 
intense palate delivers crushed red cherry alongside 
notes of black pepper, clove, sage, mint, licorice and 
balsamic notes. It has great energy thanks to brisk 
acidity and decisive tannins. Drink 2020–2040. 
Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

95 Sordo 2010 Gabutti (Barolo). This struc-
tured Barolo is still closed but already dis-

plays its impressive Serralunga d’Alba pedigree. It 
delivers crushed black cherry flavors layered with 
licorice, black pepper, clove, alpine herbs and bal-
samic notes alongside assertive but noble tannins 
and brisk acidity. It’s well balanced but needs time 
to develop complexity. Drink 2025–2045. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

95 Sordo 2010 Monvigliero (Barolo). This el-
egant wine is all about silky texture and 

balance. It delivers crushed flower, sour cherry, 
black raspberry, cinnamon and balsamic sensations 
alongside supple tannins and vibrant acidity. It’s al-
ready accessible but is still young and promises to 
blossom into a Barolo with complexity and depth. 
Drink 2020–2040. Tri-Vin Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

95 Sordo 2010 Perno (Barolo). Intense and full 
of youthful energy, it delivers succulent 

black cherry and black raspberry sensations ac-
cented with notes of black pepper, new leather, cin-
namon, clove and Mediterranean herbs. The vibrant 
palate is supported by a tannic backbone and lively 
acidity that promise serious cellaring potential. 
Drink 2020–2045. Tri-Vin Imports. Cellar Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

95 Vietti 2010 Ravera (Barolo). Aged entirely 
in large casks, this elegant but firmly struc-

tured Barolo weaves together classic Nebbiolo sen-
sations including red cherry, black raspberry, rose, 
violet, leather, spice, sage and balsamic notes. The 
savory palate delivers ripe fruit supported by big, 
round tannins. Give this time to develop to its full 

potential. Drink 2020–2040. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $150 

94 Barale Fratelli 2010 Castellero (Barolo). 
This vibrant wine opens with intense aro-

mas of rose, violet, ripe berries, pastry cream and a 
whiff of leather. The savory palate offers juicy black 
raspberry and tart red cherry accented with notes 
of mint, thyme and mineral alongside round tannins 
and fresh acidity. Drink after 2018. Chambers Street 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

94 Bel Colle 2010 Barolo. From the village of 
Verduno, this elegant wine boasts classic 

aromas and rich flavors of black cherry, raspberry 
and strawberry accented with white pepper, cinna-
mon, clove and balsamic notes. It’s still young, with 
forceful but polished tannins. Give this beauty time 
to develop. Drink after 2018. Premium Brands. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $42 

94 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Bussia Vigneto Bofani 
(Barolo). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

94 Borgogno F.lli Serio e Battista 2010 Cannubi 
(Barolo). Hailing from the heart of the his-

toric Cannubi vineyard, this polished wine opens 
with notes of black fruit, violet, leather and baking 
spices. The palate offers black raspberry, crushed 
cherry, clove and vanilla alongside brisk acidity and 
firm tannins. It’s already accessible but will improve 
over the next four to five years and then evolve 
gracefully for decades. Drink 2018–2038. Michael 
Skurnik Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

94 Brezza 2010 Barolo. Intense and elegant, 
it brings together sensations of violet, 

crushed red berry, mineral and cake spices that are 
supported by firm but fine tannins and brisk acid-
ity. Fermented with wild yeasts, it illustrates the 
vibrant character of the vintage. Drink 2018–2040. 
Acid Inc Selections, Stefano Miretti Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

94 Brezza 2010 Castellero (Barolo). Scents of 
rose, violet, leather, berry and spice unfold 

from the glass. The linear palate displays sour cher-
ry, juicy raspberry, mint, thyme, balsam and bak-
ing spices alongside invigorating energy and supple 
tannins. Drink 2018–2030. Acid Inc Selections, 
Stefano Miretti Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Cascina Ballarin 2010 Tre Ciabot (Barolo). 
Black cherry, mint and white pepper aromas 

jump out of the glass along with a whiff of balsamic 
herbs. The intense palate boasts mouthwatering red 
cherry and strawberry flavors restrained by black 
pepper, cinnamon, clove, orange zest and a hint of 

eucalyptus. It’s already gorgeous but it will develop 
even more complexity. Drink 2020–2030. Multiple 
U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

94 Cascina Luisin 2010 del Comune di Serralun-
ga d’Alba Leon (Barolo). Black plum, fleshy 

wild cherry, crushed raspberry, white pepper, leath-
er, sage, cinnamon and balsamic sensations are all 
woven together. It’s nicely balanced with firm but 
fine tannins and brisk acidity, closing on a licorice 
note. Best after 2020. Acid Inc Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

94 Comm. G. B. Burlotto 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). 
It reveals aromas of rose, tilled earth, and 

smoky mineral. The bright palate doles out crushed 
red cherry and black raspberry accented with herbs, 
white pepper and clove. Juicy flavors are balanced 
by vibrant energy and polished tannins. Drink 
2018–2038. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

94 Cordero di Montezemolo 2010 Bricco Gattera 
(Barolo). This concentrated Barolo opens 

with aromas of violet, plum, subtle oak and men-
thol. The dense palate delivers crushed black cherry 
and raspberry layered with milk chocolate, coffee, 
clove and white pepper alongside fresh acidity and 
bracing tannins. Drink 2018–2038. Omniwines 
Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

94 Cordero di Montezemolo 2010 Monfalletto 
(Barolo). It offers compelling fragrances of 

rose, violet, leather, woodland berries and herbs, 
with balsamic accents. The savory palate delivers 
crushed Morello cherry, raspberry, mint, vanilla and 
espresso with a blast of orange zest on the finish. It’s 
young but already elegant and balanced. Drink after 
2018. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

94 Damilano 2010 Brunate (Barolo). An in-
tense fragrance of exotic incense along with 

whiffs of violets and perfumed berries take cen-
ter stage on this elegant but structured wine. The 
bright palate delivers crushed red cherry alongside 
sweet cake spices. The silky texture makes this al-
ready tempting but give it time to develop. Drink 
2020–2040. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

94 Fratelli Alessandria 2010 Barolo. This el-
egant wine opens with a spicy fragrance of 

white pepper, clove and nutmeg along with notes 
of violet and forest floor. The palate offers crushed 
red cherry and raspberry accented with allspice and 
cinnamon alongside silky tannins. This is already 
accessible but will also age well over the next de-
cade. Drink 2015–2025. Multiple U.S. importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 
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94 G D Vajra 2010 Albe (Barolo). Intense floral 
scents of freshly cut roses and wild violets 

jump out of the glass. On the palate, dark cherry 
and crushed cherry twine with allspice, cinnamon, 
clove, leather and alpine herbs. All are partnered by 
assertive but supple tannins and fresh acidity. Best 
2015–2030. Martin Scott Wines. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

94 Le Strette 2010 Bergera Pezzole (Barolo). 
For full review see page 5. 

abv: NA Price: $60 

94 Luigi Oddero & Figli 2010 Barolo. The entic-
ing bouquet suggests rose, exotic spice, red 

berries and a whiff of cedar. It’s vibrant, with an 
impressive depth of flavors including wild cherry, 
black pepper, tobacco and a hint of vanilla support-
ed by a tannic backbone and fresh acidity. There’s 
real power and elegance here. Drink after 2020. Io-
nia Atlantic Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

94 Marcarini 2010 Brunate (Barolo). This pol-
ished wine opens with aromas that recall 

porcini mushroom, underbrush, woodland berries 
and whiffs of balsam. The dense palate delivers 
crushed black cherry, red raspberry, menthol, sage, 
black pepper and licorice alongside bracing tannins 
and lively acidity. Drink after 2020. Empson USA 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $75 

94 Massolino 2010 Barolo. This elegant wine 
boasts a floral and spice fragrance of 

crushed violets and clove. The bright palate offers 
juicy dark cherry with cinnamon and cake spices. 
Supple tannins reveal a surprisingly accessible side 
to Serralunga, home to the most structured Barolos. 
Drink 2015–2025. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

94 Mauro Veglio 2010 Castelletto (Barolo). 
Menthol, eucalyptus, violet, berry, clove 

and sage aromas all meld together on this savory 
wine. The bright, succulent palate delivers dense 
black cherry and crushed raspberry accented with 
mocha, cinnamon and vanilla alongside a backbone 
of brisk acidity and fine tannins. It’s tempting now 
but will be even better after 2018. Multiple U.S. im-
porters. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Mauro Veglio 2010 Rocche dell’Annunziata 
(Barolo). Aromas of crushed roses, violet, 

tilled earth, forest floor, leather and balsamic notes 
all come together. The palate delivers juicy black 
cherry accented with thyme, white pepper, mocha 
and subtle oak. It’s still young, with brisk acidity 
and compact tannins but already shows finesse and 
balance. Drink after 2020. Multiple U.S. importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

94 Oddero 2010 Barolo. It opens with a classic 
Nebbiolo fragrance of rose, crushed violets, 

cinnamon and balsamic notes. The vibrant palate 
displays intense red cherry with mint, menthol and 
anisette accents. It’s well balanced and already ac-
cessible but will be even better in a few years. Drink 
2016–2030. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $48 

94 Palladino 2010 Parafada (Barolo). Polished 
and structured, this opens with aromas of 

crushed violets, red berry, leather and intense bal-
samic notes. The delicious palate is surprisingly ap-
proachable for a Barolo from Serralunga, delivering 
succulent wild cherry, cocoa, clove, and sage along-
side big, velvety tannins. Hold for complexity. Drink 
after 2020. Enotec Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Paolo Scavino 2010 Carobric (Barolo). Bold 
and savory, it delivers black cherry, violet, 

and baking spice aromas with a whiff of espresso. 
The palate is still a bit austere, but offers up juicy 
black cherry, raspberry, sage and licorice alongside 
solid, assertive tannins. Don’t even attempt this be-
fore 2020, but it will blossom into a beauty. Martin 
Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

94 Pietro Rinaldi 2010 Monvigliero (Barolo). 
Another stunning expression of the Monvi-

gliero vineyard, it opens with an alluring Nebbiolo 
fragrance of ripe red berry, spice, leather, vineyard 
dust and balsamic notes. The structured and savory 
palate doles out rich red cherry, white pepper, cin-
namon, licorice and Mediterranean herbs alongside 
firm but supple tannins and vibrant acidity. It’s 
loaded with flavor and finesse. Drink after 2020. 
Terravino Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $78 

94 Pio Cesare 2010 Barolo. Structured and 
powerful, it features aromas of underbrush, 

leather, spice, plum cake and subtle oak. The con-
centrated palate delivers juicy black cherry and red 
raspberry accented with notes of espresso alongside 
tightly packed tannins and fresh acidity. Give it time 
to unwind. Drink after 2020. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $64 

94 Principiano Ferdinando 2010 del Comune di 
Serralunga d’Alba (Barolo). Made without 

any chemical treatments in the vineyards and with 
almost no intervention in the cellar, this vibrant 
Barolo weaves together sensations of violets, bright 
red berries, forest floor, leather, sweet spices and 
balsamic notes. The finesse and purity of fruit are 
supported by silky tannins. Drink 2015–2035. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

94 Rivetto 2010 del Comune di Serralunga 
d’Alba (Barolo). Aromas of wild cherry, 

leather and truffle are quintessential Barolo. On 

the palate, rich black cherry, raspberry, vanilla, co-
coa, balsamic herbs, sage and black pepper all come 
together supported by brooding tannins and brisk 
acidity. Best after 2020. Voliovino. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $75 

94 Roccheviberti 2010 Rocche di Castiglione 
(Barolo). Juicy red and black cherry, 

crushed raspberry, violet, white pepper, cinnamon 
and sage sensations all come together. Assertive 
tannins and exhilarating acidity balance out the in-
tense fruit and spice flavors. It’s still austere and 
tight but displays great breeding and serious aging 
potential. Drink after 2020. Artisan Wines, Inc. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $42 

94 Sordo 2010 Rocche di Castiglione (Barolo). It 
opens up to reveal layers of scents includ-

ing tilled earth, underbrush, black berries, balsamic 
notes and baking spices. Juicy red cherry, black 
cherry, crushed raspberry, white pepper and cocoa 
flavors flow along the vibrant palate supported by a 
backbone of lively acidity and solid tannins. Drink 
after 2020. Tri-Vin Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

94 Vietti 2010 Rocche di Castiglione (Barolo). 
Initially closed, it slowly unfolds in the 

glass to reveal black cherry, espresso, plum, herbs, 
licorice, mocha and cake spices. Fine but brooding 
tannins still need time to unwind. Drink 2020–
2040. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $150 

94 Virna Borgogno 2010 Cannubi Boschis (Baro-
lo). Lovely aromas include red rose, violet, 

red berry, leather and baking spices. The bright, 
succulent palate doles out Morello cherry, mint, 
white pepper, balsamic notes and hints of coffee 
and vanilla alongside compact tannins. It has nice 
depth but needs time to develop complexity. Drink 
2020–2040 Solstars Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

93 Agostino Bosco 2010 Neirane (Barolo). 
Loaded with finesse, this vibrant, struc-

tured Barolo boasts an alluring fragrance of ripe red 
berry, violet, rose, and cinnamon. The bright palate 
delivers concentrated black cherry, raspberry, bak-
ing spices and balsamic notes supported by youth-
ful but refined tannins. It’s already accessible but 
will be better after 2020. Tanaro River Imports LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Alessandro Rivetto 2010 del Comune di Ser-
ralunga d’Alba (Barolo). This structured 

wine opens with aromas of red and black berry, 
spices and a whiff of coffee. The palate displays Ser-
ralunga’s tannic power, offering rich black cherry 
flavors accented with vanilla, mint and baking spic-
es alongside bracing tannins and racy acidity. It’s 
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still young and austere with great aging potential. 
Drink after 2022. Nicola Biscardo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Ascheri 2010 Pisapola (Barolo). This elegant 
wine boasts fragrances of violet, exotic spic-

es, cinnamon and alpine herbs. The vibrant palate 
displays bright red cherry and crushed strawberry 
layered with truffle, clove and white pepper along-
side brisk acidity and supple tannins. Drink 2018–
2028. Martignetti Companies. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Attilio Ghisolfi 2010 Bricco Visette (Barolo). 
It opens with hallmark Nebbiolo scents of 

freshly picked roses, crushed violets, leather, berry, 
alpine herbs and forest floor. The delicious palate 
delivers a core of succulent black cherry accented 
with notes of cake spices, mint, licorice and grilled 
herbs. It’s young but already balanced with pow-
erful but refined tannins and brisk acidity. Drink 
2020–2045. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Attilio Ghisolfi 2010 Bussia (Barolo). Un-
derbrush, black raspberry, dark cherry, 

sage, spice, espresso, chocolate and balsamic notes 
are some of the sensations that emerge from this 
structured Barolo. It’s still young, with solid but 
ripe tannins, and needs time to develop fully. Drink 
2018–2038. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Barolo. For full review 
see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Boscareto (Barolo). 
Forest floor, porcini mushroom, truffle, 

moist soil, red berry, sage, mocha and leather sensa-
tions all emerge on this young wine. It’s still tightly 
tannic and brooding so give it time to unwind. Drink 
2020–2040. Boisset Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

93 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Brunate (Barolo). It 
starts with an alluring fragrance of rose, for-

est floor, and cake spices. The vibrant, subtle palate 
doles out crunchy red cherry lightly accented with 
notes of clove and cinnamon alongside silky tan-
nins. It’s already enjoyable but will be even better 
after 2018. Boisset Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

93 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Cerequio (Barolo). 
Crushed flower, leather, menthol and bal-

samic aromas meld together. The bright palate 
displays dense black cherry marinated in spirits, 
licorice and thyme alongside solid tannins. Drink 
2018–2038. Boisset Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

93 Bersano 2010 Nirvasco (Barolo). Red cherry, 
wild strawberry, rose, violet, sweet spices, 

licorice and balsamic notes all come together on this 

straightforward, elegant wine. Supple tannins make 
this already accessible, but brisk acidity will give it 
longevity. Drink 2018–2028. Vin Divino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Cascina Adelaide 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). A 
mélange of scents including crushed flow-

ers, leather, forest floor and balsamic notes emerge. 
On the palate, red cherry-berry, prune, cinnamon, 
toast and espresso all weave together. It has great 
focus and energy but is still tightly knit. Drink 
2018–2038. Superior Wines . —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

93 Cascina Cucco 2010 Cerrati Vigna Cucco 
(Barolo). Underbrush, black plum, juicy 

Morello cherry, leather, moist earth, violet, mocha, 
vanilla and balsamic notes are all woven together on 
this structured but polished wine. The vibrant acid-
ity and velvety tannins need to soften but promise 
great aging potential. Drink after 2022. Angelini 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $55 

93 Elvio Cogno 2010 Cascina Nuova (Barolo). 
For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

93 Germano Ettore 2010 Cerretta (Barolo). 
Smoky mineral, red berry fruit and under-

brush aromas lead the nose on this bold Barolo to-
gether with a whiff of espresso. The palate delivers 
crushed sour cherry accented with graphite, subtle 
oak and vanilla supported by bright acidity and in-
vigorating tannins. Drink after 2020. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

93 Germano Ettore 2010 del Comune di Ser-
ralunga (Barolo). Forest floor, crushed vio-

lets, sage, truffle, mint and menthol aromas jump 
from the glass. It shows its Serralunga pedigree, de-
livering juicy red cherry, black raspberry, anisette, 
thyme, herb and spice flavors supported by solid 
but ripe tannins. Drink 2018–2040. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

93 La Fusina 2010 Barolo. For full review see 
page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

93 La Torricella 2010 Barolo. Crunchy black and 
red cherry, raspberry, mint, leather, blue 

flower and clove are woven together in this balanced 
wine. It’s already accessible with firm but supple 
tannins and bracing acidity but it time to develop 
more complexity. Drink after 2018. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

93 Marcarini 2010 La Serra (Barolo). Under-
brush, leather, tobacco leaf and ripe red 

berry lead the nose on this intense red. The bright 
palate delivers tart red cherry, sage, mountain 
herbs, sweet tobacco and balsamic notes alongside 

brisk acidity and firm but polished tannins. It will 
be even better after 2018. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $76 

93 Marchesi di Barolo 2010 Sarmassa (Barolo). 
This intense wine opens with an alluring 

fragrance of crushed flower, vineyard dust, bright 
berry, leather, cooking spices and balsamic notes. 
The structured palate delivers ripe black cherry, 
prune, cracked black pepper, toast and licorice 
alongside vibrant acidity. The fruit richness stands 
up to the assertive tannins but it ends on a mouth-
drying finish. Drink 2020–2040. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $120 

93 Mauro Veglio 2010 Gattera (Barolo). Aromas 
of tilled earth, leather, violet, alpine herbs 

and forest floor lead the nose. The vibrant pal-
ate doles out crushed red cherry, menthol, thyme, 
grilled sage and black pepper alongside firm but fine 
tannins. Drink 2018–2038. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $50 

93 Michele Chiarlo 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). From 
the heart of Cannubi, this delivers crushed 

cherry, clove, nutmeg, toasted sensations, licorice 
and balsamic herbs alongside vibrant acidity and 
decisive tannins. Give it time to develop. Drink 
2018–2038. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $107 

93 Michele Chiarlo 2010 Cerequio (Barolo). Red 
and black berry, leather, menthol and bal-

samic scents lead the nose on this structured but 
polished wine. The palate brings together succulent 
sour cherry, coffee, clove, eucalyptus and balsamic 
notes alongside bracing tannins. Drink 2018–2040. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $107 

93 Palladino 2010 Ornato (Barolo). This Barolo 
shows its pedigree from Serralunga, home 

to the most powerful and age-worthy wines in the 
denomination. It opens with aromas of underbrush, 
tobacco, leather and cherries marinated in spirits. 
These carry over to the palate along with notes of 
sage and licorice. The assertive tannic spine needs 
time to soften and promises serious aging potential. 
Drink 2020–2040. Enotec Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

93 Paolo Scavino 2010 Barolo. Enticing aromas 
of violet, rose, red berry, vineyard dust and 

alpine herbs float from the glass. The savory, bright 
palate delivers crushed Morello cherry, red rasp-
berry, graphite and clove alongside polished tannins 
and brisk acidity. Already surprisingly accessible, it 
will be even better in a few years. Drink after 2018. 
Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

93 Paolo Scavino 2010 Bricco Ambrogio (Baro-
lo). Delicate aromas of ripe berry, tilled soil, 
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rose petals and white pepper waft out of the glass. 
The palate is still a bit shy but extremely elegant, 
revealing bright wild cherry, orange peel and cin-
namon perfectly balanced with youthfully bracing 
tannins and nervous acidity that need time to soft-
en. Drink after 2020. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

93 Pelassa 2010 Barolo. Intense and youthful, 
it opens with a fragrance of sour cherry and 

leather, with hints of vanilla and balsamic herbs. 
The vibrant palate displays delicious black and red 
berry fruit alongside black and white pepper, cin-
namon and energizing mineral notes. It’s balanced, 
with bracing but refined tannins and fresh acidity. 
Strecker Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $55 

93 Piazzo Armando 2010 Barolo. It begins with 
red berry aromas, violet, rose, white pepper 

and hints of orange peel. The bright palate delivers 
juicy red cherry, black raspberry, clove, cinnamon 
and sage alongside bracing but fine tannins and racy 
acidity. Classic but youthful, it needs time. Best af-
ter 2020. Angelini Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Scuola Enologica Castello 2010 Barolo. A 
quintessential expression of this classic 

vintage. The palate doles out rich black cherry and 
juicy red raspberry accented with vanilla, black 
pepper, mint, sage and balsamic herbs. It’s loaded 
with finesse and supported by assertive tannins and 
a backbone of racy acidity. Drink after 2010. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

93 Seghesio 2010 La Villa (Barolo). Dark cher-
ry-berry, leather, baking spices, sage, thyme 

and balsamic notes are some of the sensations dis-
played by this vibrant, balanced wine. The focused 
palate is still tightly wound but offers succulent 
black cherry, prune, crushed raspberry and black 
pepper supported by a decisive tannins and lively 
acidity. Drink after 2020. de Grazia Imports LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $56 

93 Sobrero 2010 Ciabot Tanasio (Barolo). This 
is still a bit closed, but scents of rose, berry, 

white spices and underbrush slowly emerge. The sa-
vory flavors include bright berry, black cherry and 
white pepper supported by lively acidity and firm 
tannins. Young and tightly wound, it needs time to 
unfold. Drink after 2022. Chigazola Merchants, Do-
menico Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

93 Sordo 2010 Barolo. Fragrances include 
crushed rose petals, red berry, leather, spice 

and smoky mineral. The straightforward palate is 
quintessential Nebbiolo, displaying crushed black 
cherry accented with white pepper and clove bal-
anced by firm, supple tannins. Drink 2016–2025. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Viberti 2010 Buon Padre (Barolo). Sensa-
tions of pressed rose, violet, black cherry, 

cinnamon and crushed raspberry emerge from this 
elegant Barolo alongside brisk acidity and tightly 
woven tannins. Give it time. Drink 2018–2030. 
Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Vietti 2010 Brunate (Barolo). Aromas of per-
fumed red berries, red rose petals, Mediter-

ranean herbs and leather leap from the glass. The 
bright palate delivers bright red cherry accented 
with vanilla, licorice, coffee and espresso alongside 
bright acidity. Astringent wood tannins leave a dry-
ing finish on the close. Drink after 2020. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $150 

93 Virna Borgogno 2010 del Comune di Barolo 
(Barolo). Crushed violet, rose, leather, lico-

rice and grilled herb aromas all meld together on 
this earthy Barolo. The vibrant palate delivers black 
cherry, juicy raspberry, white pepper, anisette and 
mint alongside lively acidity and firm but fine tan-
nins. Drink 2016–2025. Solstars Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Beni di Batasiolo 2010 Briccolina (Barolo). 
This opens with aromas of intense under-

brush, tobacco leaf, leather, and roasted coffee bean. 
The palate offers up black cherry accented with 
nutmeg, dried sage, espresso and mocha alongside 
compact tannins that leave a drying finish. Give it 
time to unwind. Drink 2018–2038. Boisset Family 
Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

92 Brovia 2010 Rocche di Castiglione (Barolo). 
This structured but refined Barolo opens 

with a fragrance of blue flower, woodland berries, 
leather and balsamic notes. The palate is young 
and still austere but displays black cherry, crushed 
raspberry, clove, cinnamon and mint alongside 
youthfully spirited but noble tannins and nervous 
acidity. Give this time to develop. Drink after 2020. 
Rosenthal Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

92 Cantina Massara Burlotto 2010 Barolo. This 
intense wine opens with classic Nebbiolo 

aromas of black fruit, underbrush and a whiff of 
balsamic herbs. The vibrant palate doles out succu-
lent black cherry and red berry accented with white 
pepper, leather, licorice, sage and thyme. It’s well 
balanced but still young, displaying assertive tan-
nins and nervous acidity. Drink after 2020. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Ceste 2010 Barolo. Leather, black fruit, 
truffle and subtle vanilla lead the nose on 

this structured wine. The palate delivers juicy black 
cherry layered with cinnamon, nutmeg, sage and 
white spices alongside brooding tannins and fresh 
acidity. This will be even better after 2020. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Deltetto 2010 Sistaglia (Barolo). This earthy 
wine opens with slightly funky aromas in-

cluding tilled soil, game, leather and just a whiff of 
farmyard that quickly burns off. The delicious pal-
ate delivers ripe black cherry accented with notes 
of cracked red pepper, orange peel, sage, thyme and 
licorice. It’s still tightly tannic so give this time to 
unwind. Drink after 2020. APS Wine & Spirits. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

92 E. Pira e Figli 2010 Via Nuova (Barolo). Aro-
mas of toast, subtle oak, rich black fruit, 

dried roses, clove and white pepper lead the nose 
on this structured but polished wine. The succu-
lent palate doles out ripe wild cherry accented with 
licorice, black pepper, and red-hot cinnamon. It’s 
balanced with firm, bracing tannins and freshness. 
Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $75 

92 Fontanafredda 2010 del Comune di Serralun-
ga d’Alba (Barolo). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14% Price: $54 

92 Giacosa Fratelli 2010 Vigna Mandorlo (Baro-
lo). Aromas of red rose, plum, tilled soil, 

game and black berry fruit lead the nose. The bright 
palate delivers a medley of Morello cherry, cracked 
black pepper, sage, espresso and cocoa alongside 
austere tannins and brisk acidity. Give it time to 
together. Drink after 2020. Bedford International. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

92 Gianfranco Alessandria 2010 Barolo. Blue 
flower, rose, ripe red berry, spice, balsam 

and leather are some of the aromas that emerge. 
The palate delivers succulent red cherry layered 
with toast, espresso, oak, licorice and black pepper. 
It’s still on its oak but thanks to the rich fruit, this 
should come together nicely. Drink after 2020. Sa-
ranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $50 

92 Grimaldi Bruna 2010 Bricco Ambrogio (Baro-
lo). Savory sensations of bright red cherry, 

balsamic herbs, red rose, iris, leather and earth are 
highlights. The fresh, vibrant palate displays succu-
lent red and black cherry alongside notes of spice, 
vanilla and subtle oak. Bracing but fine tannins and 
fresh acidity bestow great energy. Massanois Im-
ports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $55 

92 Josetta Saffirio 2010 Barolo. Aromas of 
plum, red berries, meat juices, subtle oak 

and balsamic notes lead the nose. The dense palate 
offers sweet black plum, crushed black cherry and 
bitter prune accented with chocolate, licorice and 
cake spices. Tightly woven but refined tannins and 
fresh acidity give support. Drink after 2018. Peter 
Warren Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 
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92 Mauro Veglio 2010 Barolo. Savory and 
straightforward, it boasts a pretty fragrance 

of crushed violets, mint and eucalyptus. The vibrant 
palate doles out crushed red cherry accented with 
notes of sage, thyme and mocha alongside supple 
tannins. It’s a great introduction to the vintage and 
is already enjoyable. Drink through 2025. Multiple 
U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

92 Mirafiore 2010 Barolo. Leather, red berry, 
cake spices and balsamic aromas come 

together on this fresh and enjoyable wine. The 
smooth, subtle palate doles out wild cherry, cin-
namon and clove supported by supple tannins. It’s 
already extremely enjoyable. Drink 2015–2025. Do-
maine Select Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

92 Negretti 2010 Bricco Ambrogio (Barolo). 
Mouthwatering sensations meld together, 

including ripe red berry, black raspberry, orange 
peel, white and black pepper, balsamic herbs and 
espresso. It’s already accessible but the firm, supple 
tannins and nervous acidity promise aging poten-
tial. Delectatio Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

92 Oddero 2010 Rocche di Castiglione (Barolo). 
This firmly structured wine opens with fra-

grances of violets, rose, woodland berries, balsamic 
notes and cedar. The bracing palate is still young 
and wound up but delivers black cherry, red rasp-
berry, coffee, cinnamon and licorice alongside lively 
acidity and compelling tannins that should soften 
over the next few years. Drink after 2022. Soilair 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

92 Oddero 2010 Villero (Barolo). This supple 
wine opens with aromas of black fruit, 

crushed flowers, coffee, subtle oak, cocoa and black 
spices. These carry over to the palate along with 
balsamic notes, sage, toast and espresso. It’s almost 
accessible but hold for complexity. Drink 2018–
2038. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

92 Paolo Manzone 2010 del Comune di Serralun-
ga d’Alba (Barolo). Violet, espresso, toasted 

notes and underbrush aromas lead the nose on this 
understated Barolo. The palate displays crunchy 
black cherry, black pepper, roasted coffee bean and 
subtle oak alongside bracing tannins. Drink after 
2018. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

92 Paolo Manzone 2010 Meriame (Barolo). This 
displays primary aromas of black fruit along 

with whiffs of roasted herbs and espresso. The pal-
ate offers black plum, prune and Morello cherry 
accented by black pepper, coffee, toast and vanilla. 
Youthfully aggressive and tightly packed, this needs 

time to fully develop. Drink after 2022. Quintessen-
tial Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Pecchenino 2010 Le Coste (Barolo). Cake 
spices, leather, violet and tilled soil are 

among the aromas that emerge from this structured 
wine. The bright palate offers crushed black cherry 
layered with vanilla, fig, carob, licorice, sage and 
balsamic notes. The vibrant finish is highlighted by 
a blast of orange peel. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Serradenari 2010 Barolo. Aromas of under-
brush, tobacco leaf, mushroom, black ber-

ries, leather and a whiff of truffle lead the nose on 
this intense wine. On the palate, black cherry, red 
raspberry, wild mint, sage, white pepper and smoky 
mineral notes are supported by nervous acidity and 
bracing, drying tannins. Drink after 2020. Quail 
Distributing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

92 Sukula 2010 Meriame (Barolo). Red berry, 
rose, tilled soil, allspice and orange zest are 

some of the aromas that emerge from this struc-
tured wine. The vibrant palate delivers black cher-
ry, cinnamon and sage alongside racy acidity and 
youthfully aggressive tannins. It closes on notes of 
licorice and mineral. It needs time to develop fully 
so drink after 2022. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

92 Sylla Sebaste 2010 Bussia (Barolo). Black 
plum, juicy red berry, leather, espresso, va-

nilla and chocolate sensations all meld together on 
this brawny Barolo. The rich fruit flavors are sup-
ported by lively acidity and bracing tannins that 
need time to unwind. Best after 2020. Bravo Wine 
Cellar. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

92 Tenuta Montanello 2010 Barolo. Opening 
aromas include red berry, spice and subtle 

oak. Fleshy and ripe, the palate delivers black cher-
ry accented with cracked white pepper and espres-
so. The tightly packed tannins need time to unwind. 
Don’t attempt this wine before 2022. Angels’ Share 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

91 Ceretto 2010 Prapò (Barolo). Espresso, 
roasted coffee bean, plum and toasted oak 

aromas lead the nose. The dense palate doles out 
crushed dark cherry, espresso, mocha and roasted 
sage alongside youthfully aggressive and very as-
tringent tannins. Give this time to unwind. Drink 
2020–2040. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $110 

91 Clavesana 2010 Olo (Barolo). It leads with 
dense aromas of black fruit, plum, spice and 

dried rose petals. The rich palate offers juicy black 
cherry and red raspberry accented with notes of 
white pepper, cinnamon clove and cocoa alongside 

bracing tannins. It closes on a note of black licorice. 
Drink 2020–2030. Clavesana USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Conterno Fantino 2010 Sorì Ginestra (Barolo). 
Dense and richly structured, this opens with 

black cherry, rose, leather and asphalt aromas. The 
concentrated palate offers succulent black cherry, 
crushed red raspberry, orange peel, sage, toasted 
oak, espresso and vanilla alongside brisk acidity. As-
tringent wood tannins leave the mouth feeling dried 
out. Drink after 2018. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $114 

91 Damilano 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). Rich and 
structured, this is one of the plusher 2010s. 

It displays concentrated plum, fleshy black cherry, 
cocoa, leather, clove and balsamic flavors that are 
supported by big, ripe tannins. Drink after after 
2016. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

91 Damilano 2010 Lecinquevigne (Barolo). A 
blend of Nebbiolo from five different vine-

yards situated throughout the denomination, it 
opens with aromas of underbrush, porcini mush-
room, black berries, tobacco and leather. The pal-
ate delvers ripe Morello cherry and red raspberry 
accented with baking spices alongside firm tannins. 
Drink after 2018. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

91 Grimaldi Bruna 2010 Badarina (Barolo). Sage, 
underbrush, leather and crushed flower aro-

mas lead the nose. The palate offers black cherry, 
coffee, espresso and subtle oak alongside packed 
tannins that need to time to unwind. Drink 2018–
2038. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

91 Mauro Veglio 2010 Arborina (Barolo). Allur-
ing aromas including crushed flower, under-

brush, espresso and subtle oak carry over to the pal-
ate along with raw cherry, roasted coffee bean and 
dried sage. It’s still austere, with astringent tannins 
that give a drying finish. Drink 2018–2030. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Pio Cesare 2010 Ornato (Barolo). From one 
of Barolo’s most storied houses, this con-

centrated wine opens with aromas of toasted oak, 
espresso, red berry, leather and baking spices. The 
palate offers up sweet oak, vanilla, toasted notes, 
mocha, roasted coffee bean and juicy black cherry 
alongside bracing tannins. Maisons Marques & Do-
maines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

91 Prunotto 2010 Barolo. Fleshy red berry, rose, 
blue flower, mint and baking spice aromas 

take center stage. The racy palate is still somewhat 
closed but offers Morello cherry layered with white 
pepper, alpine herbs and spice alongside assertive 
tannins and nervous acidity. Young and tightly 
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wound, this should evolve into a classic. Best after 
2020. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Terre da Vino 2010 Essenze (Barolo). This 
straightforward, inviting Barolo boasts clas-

sic Nebbiolo aromas of rose, leather, berry spice and 
tilled earth. It’s not loaded with complexity, but the 
sour cherry, black pepper and clove flavors are deli-
cious. It closes on a note of subtle oak alongside a 
drying, tannic finish. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Amalia 2010 Barolo. Aromas of coffee, 
espresso, toast, black plum, vanilla and 

berry fruit open this wine. The straightforward pal-
ate delivers rich black cherry accented with vanilla, 
chocolate and licorice alongside tight tannins that 
leave an astringent finish. Drink after 2018. Votto 
Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Aurelio Settimo 2010 Barolo. This earthy 
Barolo opens with up funky but not un-

pleasant aromas of game, animal, leather and truffle 
with a whiff of dried rose petal. The straightforward 
palate offers up juicy and dense black cherry layered 
with cake spices. This is already accessible and will 
drink best 2015–2025. Verity Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Bric Cenciurio 2010 Barolo. Black fruit, 
toast, coffee and berry aromas lead the nose 

on this young, assertive Barolo. The palate displays 
black cherry, toasted spices, espresso and a hint of 
licorice alongside youthfully aggressive tannins. At 
this stage it’s underdeveloped but it should come 
together nicely. Drink after 2020. Quigley Fine 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

90 Ca’Romè 2010 Rapet (Barolo). Surprisingly 
ripe and dense for the vintage, this opens 

with aromas of plum, vanilla and chocolate that 
carry over to the palate along with espresso and cof-
fee. It has a forward nature with tame acidity and 
soft tannins that make it already accessible. Drink 
2015–2025. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $103 

90 Cantina Terre del Barolo 2010 Barolo. The 
nose is still somewhat closed but the 

straightforward palate delivers ripe black cherry, 
underbrush, white and black pepper alongside brac-
ing tannins and nervous acidity. This needs time 
but should evolve into a classic, solid Barolo. Drink 
after 2020. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $27 

90 Ceretto 2010 Barolo. Opening aromas in-
clude oak, coffee and espresso. Oak carries 

over to the palate together with crushed red cher-
ry, toast, mocha and roasted coffee bean alongside 
bracing wood tannins. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Ceretto 2010 Bricco Rocche (Barolo). Black 
cherry, red raspberry, oak, espresso, cof-

fee, white pepper and sage sensations take center 
stage on this tightly wound red. The nervous acid-
ity needs time to soften, and the astringent wood 
tannins leave a drying finish. Drink after 2020. 
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $300 

90 Ceretto 2010 Brunate (Barolo). Toasted oak, 
espresso and a whiff of tire rubber open the 

nose on this wine. The palate displays crushed black 
cherry alongside coffee, sweet vanilla and plum. 
Bracing tannins need time to integrate. Winebow. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

90 Conterno Fantino 2010 Mosconi (Barolo). A 
dusty aroma eventually burns off to reveal 

balsamic notes and allspice. The palate doles out 
black cherry, crushed raspberry, coconut, espresso, 
mocha, dried sage and licorice. Astringent tannins 
give an abrupt and drying finish. Empson USA Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $92 

90 Damilano 2010 Cerequio (Barolo). Under-
brush, red cherry, crushed strawberry, 

leather, vanilla, coffee, subtle oak and cocoa aromas 
all come together on this single-vineyard Barolo. 
The structured palate is still closed and austere 
with mouth-drying tannins. Drink after 2020. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $87 

90 Fontanafredda 2010 Vigna La Rosa (Baro-
lo). This opens with aromas of ripe plum, 

toast and subtle oak. The palate delivers crushed 
black cherry accented with mocha, baking spices 
and sage alongside brisk acidity and tightly packed 
tannins. This needs time to unwind. Drink after 
2020. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

90 Franco Conterno 2010 Panerole (Barolo). 
Unusually ripe for the vintage, this struc-

tured Barolo opens with aromas of tilled earth, 
leather and mature black fruit. The rich palate offers 
succulent red and black cherry layered with bak-
ing spices and balsamic notes alongside firm tan-
nins and softer acidity than many others from the 
vintage. It’s already accessible but will age through 
2024 or longer. Global Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

90 Francone 2010 Barolo. The nose is still a bit 
closed, but the palate is more expressive 

and accessible. It delivers ripe black cherry, sweet 
raspberry, subtle oak, vanilla and espresso flavors 
alongside firm tannins. It’s good now but will be 
better after 2018. De Benedetto Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

90 Gianfranco Alessandria 2010 San Giovanni 
(Barolo). Tightly wound, this wine displays 

sensations of violet, plum, red berry, spice, toast, 
coffee and vanilla alongside sweet oak. Brisk acid-
ity give energy but the youthfully aggressive tannins 
create a drying, mouth-puckering finish. Drink after 
2020. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

90 Luigi Pira 2010 Margheria (Barolo). This 
opens with aromas of underbrush, vio-

let, black cherry, plum and allspice. The palate is 
austere at this stage but it still offers sour cherry 
and crushed raspberry accented with notes of black 
pepper, espresso and sage alongside tightly packed 
tannins and brisk acidity. Drink after 2022. de Gra-
zia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

90 Marchesi di Barolo 2010 Cannubi (Barolo). 
An inviting fragrance recalls rose, violet, 

berries and a whiff of leather. The understated pal-
ate offers up sour cherry accented with subtle oak, 
toast, espresso, vanilla and baking spices alongside 
drying tannins. Drink 2018–2025. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $120 

90 Michele Chiarlo 2010 Tortoniano (Barolo). 
Aromas suggest subtle oak, vanilla and 

espresso with whiffs of leather and balsam. The 
bright palate offers candied red cherry accented 
with white pepper, nutmeg, clove, coffee bean and 
grilled sage alongside bracing tannins. Drink 2018–
2038. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $56 

90 Parusso 2010 Barolo. This dense wine 
opens with aromas of balsamic herbs, mint, 

thyme and black berries alongside subtle oak. The 
rich palate doles out concentrated black cherry, 
licorice, sweet vanilla, clove and toasted oak that 
doesn’t overwhelm red fruit. It’s still young, with 
youthfully aggressive, drying tannins and nervous 
acidity. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Pertinace 2010 Barolo. This straightforward 
Barolo opens with classic Nebbiolo aromas 

of black cherry, violet and underbrush. The bright 
palate offers up dark red cherry, black pepper and 
licorice alongside firm tannins and brisk acidity. 
Drink 2018–2028. MW Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Poderi Luigi Einaudi 2010 Terlo (Barolo). 
Aromas of forest floor, leather, espresso, 

spice and grilled herbs lead the nose. The palate of-
fers toasted oak, roasted coffee bean, dried sage, raw 
red cherry and licorice alongside astringent tannins 
that need time to integrate fully. Drink after 2018. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $81 

90 Rocca Felice 2010 Barolo. This wine ex-
presses the vibrant character of the 2010 

vintage, with a silky texture will that will deliver 
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drinking enjoyment over the next several years. It 
displays bright cherry, fleshy strawberry, white 
pepper, clove and mineral alongside supple tannins. 
Drink 2015–2022. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Rocche Costamagna 2010 Rocche 
dell’Annunziata (Barolo). It opens with 

scents of plum, red berries, sage and balsam. The 
understated palate offers up crushed wild cherry 
accented with notes of vanilla, espresso, sage and 
menthol alongside brisk acidity and bracing tan-
nins. Give it time to develop fully. Drink after 2020. 
Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

90 Tenuta L’Illuminata 2010 Tebavio (Barolo). 
Pretty scents of violet, rose, red berry, 

leather and forest floor rise from the glass along 
with a balsamic note. The palate offers crushed 
black cherry accented with notes of espresso, toast 
and sage. It has a tightly tannic, astringent fin-
ish. This will be better after 2018. Jackson Family 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Terre da Vino 2010 Paesi Tuoi (Barolo). Aro-
mas recall underbrush, leather and violet, 

with a whiff of roasted coffee beans. The bright pal-
ate doles out candied red cherry lightly accented 
with baking spices. It’s already accessible but will 
be even better after 2016. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Vietti 2010 Lazzarito (Barolo). Inviting aro-
mas of black berry, spice, leather, truffle 

and a whiff of toasted oak lead the nose. The palate 
opens with flavors that include black cherry, bak-
ing spices, herbs, black pepper and espresso. Drying 
wood tannins give an astringent and abrupt finish. 
Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $150 

89 Boroli 2010 Barolo. Subtle oak, toast, 
espresso and mature black fruit aromas 

lead the nose. The youthfully assertive palate dis-
plays coffee bean, crushed dark cherry, vanilla, 
black raspberry and black pepper alongside drying 
wood tannins. Drink after 2018. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

89 Cascina del Monastero 2010 Bricco Luciani 
(Barolo). This opens with aromas of black 

berry fruit along with more rustic notes of game and 
a whiff of barnyard. The palate offers up crushed 
black cherry, toast, black pepper, espresso and va-
nilla alongside oak extract. The brooding, astringent 
tannins need time to integrate fully. Drink after 
2020. Metropolis Wine Merchants, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

89 Curto Marco 2010 La Foia Arborina (Barolo). 
A bright Barolo, it opens with a fragrance 

of crushed flowers, berries and balsamic notes. The 

palate offers up raw sour cherry accented with mint, 
thyme, sage and toasted oak. Astringent wood tan-
nins truncate the finish. Riahi Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $90 

89 Demarie 2010 Barolo. It leads with aromas 
of violets, woodland berries and mint. The 

bright palate delivers candied cherry lightly accent-
ed with mocha, cinnamon and clove alongside fresh 
acidity and soft tannins. It’s already very accessible 
but will be better 2016–2022. Uva Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

89 Dosio 2010 Barolo. This opens with aro-
mas of plum, prune, leather and espresso. 

Crushed black cherry, red berry, coffee and balsamic 
notes combine on the palate alongside somewhat 
astringent tannins. Give this a few more years to 
soften up. Drink after 2018. Atlas Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

89 Giribaldi 2010 Barolo. Mature plum, vanilla, 
toast and toasted oak sensations lead the 

nose. The palate opens with juicy black cherry and 
plum layered with coffee, dense chocolate and bit-
ter espresso that slightly diminish the impact of its 
Nebbiolo pedigree and purity. It’s already acces-
sible but should also age well. Opera Wine Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

89 Livia Fontana 2010 Villero (Barolo). Aro-
mas recall forest floor, underbrush, red 

berry and balsamic notes. The dense palate delivers 
crushed black cherry accented with notes of thyme, 
sage, coffee and vanilla supported by a backbone of 
nervous acidity. Youthfully aggressive tannins leave 
a drying finish. Drink after 2020. Selected Estates 
of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

89 Marchesi di Barolo 2010 del Comune di Baro-
lo (Barolo). It offers dense black cherry and 

plum sensations layered with chocolate, vanilla, 
roasted coffee bean and espresso. Bracing tannins 
deliver a drying close. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

89 Podere Rocche dei Manzoni 2010 Vigna Cap-
pella di S. Stefano (Barolo). Aromas recall 

tilled earth, clove, spice, herbs and red berry. The 
palate displays crushed black cherry, black pep-
per, toasted oak, vanilla and coconut alongside big, 
brooding tannins. Although the fruit richness holds 
up at first, astringent wood tannins generate an 
abrupt, drying finish. Delectatio Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

89 Podere Ruggeri Corsini 2010 Bricco San Piet-
ro (Barolo). Crushed violet, rose, menthol, 

leather and balsamic notes lead the nose. The pal-
ate isn’t very expressive but reveals raw red cherry, 

thyme and sage alongside brisk acidity and firm tan-
nins. Drink 2018–2038. Casa Bruno. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

89 Rocca Felice 2010 Sorì Paradiso (Barolo). It 
opens with a pretty fragrance of rose petals, 

violet and forest floor. The palate isn’t very expres-
sive, but reveals raw cherries marinated in spirits 
and spice. It’s very accessible so drink through 
2018. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

89 Veglio 2010 Barolo. Earthy aromas recall 
underbrush, licorice, leather and black 

cherry. These all carry over to the palate along with 
notes of espresso. It’s already accessible but will 
also age modestly. Drink 2015–2022. Bacco Wine & 
Spirit, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Villadoria 2010 Barolo. Underbrush, truffle, 
bright red cherry, raspberry, clove, vanilla 

and black pepper come together. Exhilarating acid-
ity and forceful tannins give an Old School quality 
that needs time to soften and unwind. Drink after 
2022. WinesU. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

89 Villadoria 2010 Sorì Paradiso (Barolo). This 
understated wine opens with unusual aro-

mas of raisin, fig, and overripe plums. The subtle 
palate delivers prune accented with notes of carob 
and sweet vanilla. It’s already extremely accessible 
so enjoy soon. WinesU. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

88 460 Casina Bric 2010 Bricco delle Viole 
(Barolo). Closed cellar aromas burn off to 

reveal black fruit, baking spices and balsamic notes. 
The palate is subdued, showing raw cherry-berry, 
cooking spices and herbs alongside nervous acid-
ity and astringent tannins. Best Value Wine Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

88 Andrea Oberto 2010 Rocche dell’Annunziata 
(Barolo). This opens with aromas of toasted 

oak, espresso and a hint of tire rubber. The palate 
displays sweet black cherry extract layered with 
milk chocolate, coffee and oak alongside bracing 
tannins and racy acidity. Drink after 2018. Multiple 
U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

88 Anna Maria Abbona 2010 Barolo. This 
earthy Barolo has funky sensations of game, 

meat juices, oak, vanilla, spice and ripe black berry 
fruit. The warm midpalate and sweet fruit are bal-
anced by tightly packed, astringent tannins that 
leave the mouth feeling dry. Drink after 2020. Mas-
ciarelli Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $56 

88 Boroli 2010 Villero (Barolo). This retro-
styled wine displays its new-wood influ-
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ence. It opens with aromas of coconut, oak extract, 
coffee and espresso that continue onto the palate 
along with a hint of mint and spice. But there’s not 
enough fruit richness to support the evident oak 
and drying wood tannins. Dalla Terra Winery Di-
rect. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $77 

88 Camparo 2010 Boiolo (Barolo). This Barolo 
has a somewhat raw quality, delivering sen-

sations of tart red cherry, black pepper, sage, coffee 
bean and bitter chocolate. The bracing tannins are 
astringent and overpowering at this stage. Try it af-
ter 2020. Brian Cuddy. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $99 

88 Cantina del Nebbiolo 2010 Cannubi Bos-
chis (Barolo). This opens with aromas of 

crushed black fruit, mint, toasted oak and balsamic 
notes. The brooding palate offers up black cherry, 
licorice, black pepper and oak alongside raspy tan-
nins that leave the mouth feeling dry. Drink after 
2018. Lettieri & Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

88 Cascina Chicco 2010 Rocche di Castelletto 
(Barolo). This wine has an unusual com-

bination of sweet and sour sensations that include 
ripe plum, sour cherry, vanilla, dark chocolate, hay, 
dill, sage and leather. It’s still very young with ner-
vous acidity and aggressive tannins that need time 
to tame. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Casetta 2010 Case Nere (Barolo). A whiff of 
cellar floor burns off to reveal berry, subtle 

oak and leather. The palate displays juicy sour cher-
ry, sage and menthol alongside tightly packed tan-
nins that need time to unwind. Drink 2018–2025. 
D&G Distributors. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

88 Eugenio Bocchino 2010 del Comune di La 
Morra (Barolo). The nose on this earthy 

wine offers up game, dark berry, plum and a hint 
of barnyard. The palate is still somewhat closed 
but reveals crushed red cherry, toast and espresso 
alongside drying tannins. Drink after 2020. Indie 
Wineries. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Germano Angelo 2010 Mondoca di Bussia 
(Barolo). This opens with aromas of plum, 

exotic spice and incense. The palate displays black 
cherry accented with white and black pepper, leath-
er, licorice, espresso and balsamic notes but astrin-
gent tannins cut this short. Tanaro River Imports 
LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

88 Marchesi di Barolo 2010 Coste di Rose (Baro-
lo). This is rather subdued but after ample 

time in the glass it reveals aromas of oak, toast, 
espresso and chocolate that continue on to the pal-
ate along with vanilla notes. It lacks the vintage’s 

hallmark intensity. Drying tannins give an astrin-
gent finish. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

88 Mario Marengo 2010 Bricco delle Viole (Baro-
lo). Pretty aromas include violet, crushed 

berries and a balsamic note. But the palate isn’t 
very expressive, offering up raw Morello cherry and 
espresso notes alongside racy acidity and astringent 
tannins. Drink after 2020. de Grazia Imports LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $58 

88 Natale Verga 2010 Barolo. It opens with aro-
mas of forest floor, porcini mushroom and 

espresso. The straightforward palate offers bright 
berry, coffee and grilled herbs alongside firm tan-
nins. Drink 2015–2020. Jandell Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

88 Palladino 2010 del Comune di Serralunga 
d’Alba (Barolo). Made from vineyards 

throughout the village of Serralunga d’Alba, this 
straightforward wine is still closed. It reveals black 
cherry, espresso, prune and subtle oak alongside a 
note of tire rubber. It’s still extremely young, with 
aggressive tannins that dry out the finish. Enotec 
Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

88 Rattalino 2010 Trentaquattro34 (Barolo). 
Pretty aromas suggest plum, red berry, 

leather, graphite and eucalyptus. The understated 
palate isn’t as expressive as the nose, but reveals 
subdued black cherry, black pepper, espresso and 
oak. Astringent tannins still need to integrate, but 
for now leave the mouth feeling dried out. Drink af-
ter 2020. Aviva Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

88 Reverdito 2010 Castagni (Barolo). Plum, va-
nilla, chocolate and subtle oak aromas carry 

over to the palate. The palate displays chocolate-
covered cherries, fig and coffee alongside bracing 
tannins that leave a drying finish. Drink 2018–
2025. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Reversanti 2010 Barolo. Made for early 
drinking, this bright wine delivers red berry 

fruit lightly accented with sage and baking spices. 
It’s not an ager so enjoy now through 2020. Empson 
USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

88 Silvano Bolmida 2010 Bussia (Barolo). This 
opens with aromas of black plum, oak, 

espresso, black pepper, balsamic notes and a whiff 
of barnyard. The bracing palate delivers crushed 
dark cherry alongside oak sensations of espresso, 
toast and vanilla. Aggressive wood tannins cut this 
short and give an astringent finish. Artisan Wines, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

88 Simone Scaletta 2010 Chirlet (Barolo). Aro-
mas of ripe plum, rose petals, cake spices 

and toasted oak lead the nose on this structured 
wine. The rich palate opens with a burst of dark 
cherry fruit followed by accents of roasted coffee 
bean, espresso, and vanilla. The succulent midpal-
ate is cut short by astringent wood tannins that 
leave the mouth feeling dried out. Weygandt-Met-
zler. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Trediberri 2010 Barolo. Black plum, choco-
late-covered cherry and mocha sensations 

come together alongside forceful tannins. It’s rather 
ripe and forward for the vintage. Drink 2018–2025. 
MS Walker. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

87 Abbona Marziano 2010 Pressenda (Barolo). 
The nose on this dense wine opens with aro-

mas of roasted coffee bean and toasted sensations. 
The concentrated palate offers espresso, chocolate, 
mature plum and vanilla alongside an infusion of 
brooding tannins. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

87 Bava 2010 Scarrone (Barolo). Aromas of un-
derbrush, espresso and toasted oak carry 

over to the palate along with raw red berry. But 
there’s not enough fruit richness to stand up to the 
astringent tannins and racy acidity. Barsotti Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

87 Bosio 2010 Boschi dei Signori (Barolo). Funky 
aromas of barnyard eventually burn off to 

reveal game, animal, rubber, earth and leather. The 
palate displays porcini mushroom with raw cherry, 
prune, nutmeg and dried sage. There’s not much 
complexity and it’s not an ager so enjoy over the 
next few years. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

87 Cascina Bruciata 2010 Cannubi Muscatel 
(Barolo). Aromas recall nail polish remover, 

mature plum, mint, sage and thyme. The palate 
displays red cherry-berry, balsamic notes, white 
pepper and sage. Astringent wood tannins give an 
abrupt and drying finish. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

87 Cavalier Bartolomeo 2010 Altenasso (Baro-
lo). Mature plum, espresso, coffee and oak 

aromas emerge on this young and still rather closed 
Barolo. The palate delivers black cherry, vanilla and 
cocoa alongside aggressive tannins that leave the 
mouth feeling parched. Drink after 2020. Superior 
Wines . —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Ellena 2010 Ascheri (Barolo). Oak, toast, cof-
fee, espresso, chocolate and vanilla sensa-

tions dominate this wine along with notes of black 
plum. There’s not enough fruit richness to stand up 
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to the oak or the astringent wood tannins on the 
finish. Vine Street Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

87 Gemma 2010 Colarej (Barolo). Aromas in-
clude underbrush, truffle, graphite and raw 

red cherry. These carry over to the palate along with 
strawberry, white pepper and mineral. It’s elegant, 
with vigorous tannins and brisk acidity but it lacks 
fruit richness and body. New England Wine and 
Spirits Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

87 Giacomo Grimaldi 2010 Le Coste (Barolo). 
There’s lots of espresso, roasted coffee bean 

and toasted wood on the nose that carry over to 
the palate along with black plum and vanilla. But 
there’s not enough fruit richness to stand up to the 
astringent wood tannins. Banville Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $69 

87 Giulia Negri 2010 La Tartufaia (Barolo). The 
nose isn’t very expressive but eventually re-

veals fig and raisin aromas. The simple palate offers 
raw, red cherry alongside brisk acidity and firm tan-
nins. MS Walker. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 Malvirà 2010 Barolo. This brooding Barolo 
opens with aromas of crushed black fruit, 

leather and balsamic notes. The palate displays oak 
extract, espresso, black licorice, toast and coffee 
alongside extremely astringent wood tannins. In-
digenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

87 Mario Gagliasso 2010 Torriglione (Barolo). 
Oak, sweet vanilla, chocolate and plum cake 

aromas take center stage. The aromas carry on to 
the palate but there’s not enough fruit to stand up 
to the oak or the astringent wood-driven tannins 
that leave the mouth feeling dried out. Kysela Père 
et Fils. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $66 

87 Olivero 2010 Bricco Rocca (Barolo). Oak, 
toast, coffee, espresso, chocolate and vanilla 

sensations dominate this wine along with notes of 
black plum. It lacks fruit richness to balance the oak 
and the astringent wood tannins on the finish. Clas-
sic Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Parusso 2010 Bussia (Barolo). An unusual 
medley of aromas include orange peel, dill, 

mint, thyme, espresso and oak. The palate offers 
coffee, toasted oak and sugary vanilla but it doesn’t 
have much fruit richness. Astringent tannins give a 
short, bitter finish that dries out the mouth. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

87 Podere Ruggeri Corsini 2010 Bussia Corsini 
(Barolo). This opens with aromas of under-

brush, leather, oak and crushed black cherry. The 
palate shows predominantly oak sensations includ-
ing coffee, vanilla and espresso alongside notes of 
prune, but it lacks fruit richness. Astringent tan-
nins leave the mouth feeling dried out. Casa Bruno. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

87 Renato Ratti 2010 Marcenasco (Barolo). This 
wine begins with aromas of oak, coffee bean 

and toast. The palate lacks fruit richness, offering 
instead dried tobacco leaf, oak extract, espresso, 
dried sage, vanilla and mocha alongside bitterly as-
tringent tannins. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Stroppiana 2010 San Giacomo (Barolo). 
Mushroom, tobacco, leather and red berry 

aromas lead the nose. The palate is still closed, re-
vealing game, barnyard and bitter, green tannins but 
not a lot of fruit. Superior Wines . —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

87 Tenuta Rocca 2010 Bussia (Barolo). Aromas 
suggest porcini mushroom, espresso and 

oak. The oak-driven palate offers up roasted cof-
fee bean, vanilla, oak extract, coconut and vanilla 
alongside astringent wood tannins that leave the 
mouth feeling dried out. The lack of fruit richness 
gives it a raw quality. Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $69 

87 Virna Borgogno 2010 Sarmassa (Barolo). 
Funky aromas soon burn off to reveal oak, 

coffee, espresso and vanilla sensations. The palate 
also shows a heavy wood influence, displaying oak 
extract and vanilla alongside plum and black cherry. 
It finishes on an astringent note of drying tannins. 
Solstars Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

86 Costa di Bussia 2010 Bussia (Barolo). Rustic 
aromas recall barnyard, game and overripe 

black fruit. The palate offers mature plum layered 
with chocolate, vanilla and game, with extremely 
astringent tannins that give a drying, lean finish. 
Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

86 Diego Conterno 2010 Ginestra (Barolo). 
It opens with aromas of oak extract and 

burned tire rubber. The lean palate delivers toasted 
oak, vanilla and espresso alongside astringent oak 
tannins. It lacks fruit richness. AP Wine Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

86 Mauro Molino 2010 Conca (Barolo). This 
wine rests heavily on its oak. The palate de-

livers coffee, oak extract and espresso but very little 
fruit. Astringent wood tannins on the finish leave 
the mouth feeling dried out. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

86 Mauro Sebaste 2010 Prapò (Barolo). Aro-
mas of underbrush, mushroom and dried 

tobacco leaves lead the nose. The muddled palate 
delivers a clash of flavors including dill, sugary va-
nilla, bitter dark chocolate, sweet oak and espresso 
alongside green tannins. Multiple U.S. importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

86 Mauro Sebaste 2010 Tresuri (Barolo). Infor-
mal and simple, it offers bright red cherry-

berry fruit, sweet cake spices and hints of alpine 
herbs. The silky smooth tannins and fresh acid-
ity make this already extremely accessible so enjoy 
now–2020. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $55 

86 Parusso 2010 Le Coste di Monforte (Barolo). 
This offers aromas of dill, wet leaves, hay, 

pickled beets, roasted coffee bean and spearmint. 
The palate lacks fruit richness, delivering instead 
espresso and vanilla-sweetened oak. Astringent 
tannins generate a tongue-drying finish. Regal Wine 
Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

86 Parusso 2010 Mariondino (Barolo). This 
opens with weedy aromas along with whiffs 

of coffee, espresso and toasted oak. The raw palate 
displays oak, licorice and dried sage but it lacks fruit 
richness. Astringent tannins generate an abrupt fin-
ish. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

86 Raineri Gianmatteo 2010 Barolo. The nose is 
overwhelmed by oak sensations of roasted 

coffee bean, espresso and toast. The marked wood 
influence carries over to the palate, which displays 
oak extract, coconut, coffee, chocolate, vanilla and 
plum accents alongside drying wood tannins and 
racy acidity. There’s no fruit richness to stand up 
to the dominant oak. Angels’ Share Wines. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

2009 BAROLO

92 Conterno Fantino 2009 Mosconi (Barolo). 
The multi-faceted fragrance includes tilled 

soil, black berries, exotic incense, toast, new leather 
and espresso. The round, structured palate doles 
out ripe black cherry layered with milk chocolate, 
licorice, black pepper and balsamic notes, with big 
but ripe tannins. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

91 Tenuta Carretta 2009 Cascina Ferrero (Baro-
lo). This is initially rather closed but even-

tually reveals underbrush, ripe black cherry, plum, 
prune, mushroom, dried rose petals, licorice and 
black pepper sensations. It’s warm and already ac-
cessible but give the ripe tannins time to integrate 
fully. Drink 2016–2024. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 
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89 Ca’Romè 2009 Rapet (Barolo). The nose is 
initially closed but opens to reveal rose pet-

al, red berry and white pepper aromas. The warm, 
forward palate offers dense black cherry, espresso 
and alpine herbs alongside a solid tannic backbone. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $93 

89 Damilano 2009 Liste (Barolo). Aromas 
suggest sandalwood, exotic spice, vanilla, 

subtle oak and mature black fruit. The warm pal-
ate reflects the forward nature of the vintage and 
delivers underbrush, black cherry, espresso and cof-
fee alongside aggressive, drying tannins. You’ll also 
notice the alcohol on this. Drink after 2019. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

86 Torlasco 2009 Barolo. This begins with aro-
mas of overripe plum, nail polish remover, 

fig, raisin, nutmeg, vanilla, resin and sweet oak. The 
dense, warm palate delivers chocolate, coffee, va-
nilla, plum and sweet oak alongside searing alcohol. 
It’s already tired and evolved, and almost past its 
prime. Wines d’Italia LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

2008 BAROLO

95 Borgogno F.lli Serio e Battista 2008 Cannubi 
Riserva (Barolo). Aromas recall black ber-

ries, violets, leather, toasted notes, baking spices 
and subtle oak. The juicy palate delivers Morello 
cherry accented with notes of fig, cracked black pep-
per, balsamic herbs and licorice. The delicious fruit 
is supported by a seriously tannic backbone and 
bright acidity. Drink after 2018. Michael Skurnik 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $48 

93 Beni di Batasiolo 2008 Riserva (Barolo). Red 
flower, intense cherry, underbrush, leather 

and balsamic notes are some of the aromas that 
emerge. The palate brings together black cherry, 
crushed raspberry, fig, licorice and black tea sup-
ported by bracing tannins and fresh acidity. Give 
this time to develop more complexity. Best after 
2018. Boisset Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

92 Cantina Terre del Barolo 2008 Riserva (Baro-
lo). It opens with aromas of leather, black 

cherry, Mediterranean herbs and balsamic notes. 
The structured palate delivers crushed Morello 
cherry accented with notes of sage, menthol, white 
pepper, and pipe tobacco alongside bracing tannins 
and vibrant acidity. Fresh and balanced, it needs a 
few more years to develop fully. Omniwines Distri-
bution. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

92 Monchiero 2008 Riserva (Barolo). Aromas 
include black berry, underbrush, tobacco 

leaf, subtle oak, and espresso. The dense palate de-

livers fleshy black cherry accented vanilla, white 
pepper, cinnamon, sage and cocoa alongside astrin-
gent tannins. Drink after 2018 for more complexity. 
Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Dosio 2008 Fossati Riserva (Barolo). 
Crushed rose, violet, leather, espresso and 

dark berry aromas lead the nose. The bright palate 
offers black plum, fleshy raspberry, black cherry, 
coffee, toasted oak and black pepper alongside fresh 
acidity and teeth-coating tannins. Drink after 2018. 
Atlas Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Sarotto 2008 Audace Riserva (Barolo). 
Sweet vanilla, oak, espresso, coconut and 

plum aromas lead the nose and carry over to the 
palate. The sugary vanilla and toasted oak flavors 
mask the Nebbiolo purity, while bracing tannins 
leave the mouth feeling dried out. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

2007 BAROLO

92 Bersano 2007 Riserva Nebbiolo (Barolo). 
This structured wine opens with aromas 

of forest floor, tobacco leaf, porcini mushroom 
and dark berries. The concentrated palate delivers 
crushed black cherry, black pepper, espresso and 
licorice supported by a tannic backbone. Drink after 
2017. Vin Divino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

BARBARESCO

95 Rizzi 2009 Boito Riserva (Barbaresco). It 
offers classic Nebbiolo scents of red berry, 

forest floor, violet, baking spices, leather and Medi-
terranean herbs. The juicy palate doles out bright 
red cherry, mint, sage and black pepper alongside 
firm but velvety tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 
2016–2024. The Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $59 

94 Produttori del Barbaresco 2009 Rio Sordo 
Riserva (Barbaresco). Structured and pol-

ished, it has an alluring fragrance of dried rose pet-
als, leather, red berries, menthol and eucalyptus. 
Succulent black cherry flavors are accented with 
notes of white pepper, mint, sage and balsam. Firm, 
velvety tannins and fresh acidity create balance. 
Drink 2016–2024. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Cantina del Nebbiolo 2011 Barbaresco. Red 
rose, balsamic herbs, red berry and baking 

spice aromas jump out of the glass. The succulent 
palate weaves together lush black cherry, cinnamon, 
eucalyptus, licorice and orange peel sensations that 
are supported by velvety tannins and fresh acidity. 
Drink 2015 through 2021. Lettieri & Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

93 Castello di Verduno 2009 Rabajà Riserva 
(Barbaresco). This intense wine opens 

with aromas of cherry-berry, plum, rose and hints 
of espresso. The juicy palate offers layers of wild 
cherry, black plum and licorice alongside gripping 
tannins. It’s still tightly knit and needs to unwind. 
Drink 2016–2024. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $86 

92 Adriano Marco & Vittorio 2011 Sanadaive 
(Barbaresco). Rose, violet, leather, wild 

cherry, strawberry, orange peel, clove and balsamic 
notes are woven together in this juicy Barbaresco. 
The succulent fruit makes this delicious now but 
firm tannins and vibrant acidity bestow staying 
power. Drink 2015–2021. Monsieur Touton Selec-
tion Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

92 Adriano Marco & Vittorio 2009 Basarin Riser-
va (Barbaresco). Classic aromas of forest 

floor, red berry, leather and truffle emerge on this 
structured wine. The palate delivers crunchy red 
cherry, licorice, white pepper and balsamic herbs 
alongside youthfully assertive tannins that need 
time. Drink after 2016. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

92 Casetta 2009 Riserva (Barbaresco). This 
powerful wine opens with aromas of under-

brush, leather, plum, prune and whiffs of eucalyptus 
and balsamic notes. The palate delivers ripe black 
cherry accented with white pepper, sage and mint 
alongside bracing tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 
now through 2019. D&G Distributors. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $58 

92 Francesco Rinaldi 2011 Barbaresco. A fra-
grance of freshly cut roses and bright red 

berries take center stage. The succulent palate 
delivers concentrated red and black cherry flavors 
accented with fig, carob, spice and black pepper 
alongside assertive tannins. It’s already friendly but 
hold a few more years for complexity. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

92 Gemma 2011 Barbaresco. This structured 
red opens with intense aromas of violet, 

rose, black cherry, ripe raspberry, white and black 
pepper, cinnamon and clove, which all carry over 
to the juicy palate. Elegant and friendly, it features 
polished tannins and soft but still fresh acidity. 
Drink 2015–2021. New England Wine and Spirits 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

92 Produttori del Barbaresco 2009 Muncagota 
Riserva (Barbaresco). This opens with a 

classic Nebbiolo fragrance of Morello cherry, dried 
rose petal, mint and thyme. The ripe palate offers 
up crushed black cherry, prune, black pepper, cake 
spices and licorice alongside brooding tannins and 
uplifting acidity. It’s already well balanced but will 
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be even better in another few years. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Prunotto 2011 Barbaresco. Aromas of wild 
cherry, rose petals and cake spices lead the 

nose. The juicy palate offers ripe black cherry, fleshy 
raspberry, white pepper and mineral notes along-
side bracing, refined tannins and fresh acidity. This 
will offer fine drinking through 2020. Ste. Michelle 
Wine Estates. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Beni di Batasiolo 2011 Barbaresco. Loaded 
with finesse, this structured wine boasts an 

alluring fragrance of ripe red berry, violet, rose, and 
cinnamon. The bright palate delivers concentrated 
black cherry, raspberry, baking spices and balsamic 
notes supported by youthful but refined tannins. 
It’s already accessible but will be better after 2020. 
Boisset Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Bera 2009 Riserva (Barbaresco). Rose petal, 
violet, tilled earth, leather and a whiff of 

pastry cream lead the nose. The ripe palate delivers 
succulent wild cherry accented with cracked black 
pepper and cinnamon supported by assertive tan-
nins. It’s delicious and structured but also forward, 
so enjoy now–2019. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Cantina del Nebbiolo 2009 Riserva (Bar-
baresco). It opens with pretty aromas of red 

rose, wild cherry, leather, earth and balsamic notes. 
The palate delivers juicy black cherry accented with 
black pepper and licorice, with brawny, teeth-coat-
ing tannins. Drink 2016–2021. Lettieri & Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Castello di Neive 2009 Albesani Santo Ste-
fano Riserva (Barbaresco). Leather, berry, 

toast, crushed rose and herbs are some of the scents 
that emerge. The palate displays crushed cherry, 
black pepper, licorice and balsamic notes alongside 
youthfully aggressive, tightly packed tannins that 
need another few years to unwind. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $75 

90 Francone 2009 Riserva (Barbaresco). Dried 
rose, violet, crushed black cherry, cake 

spices, leather, herbs and balsamic notes come to-
gether alongside bracing tannins. It’s already tempt-
ing but give it time to unwind. Drink after 2016. De 
Benedetto Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $40 

90 Piazzo Armando 2011 Barbaresco. This 
opens with aromas of blue flower, wood-

land berries and balsamic notes. The straight-
forward, succulent palate offers mature black cherry  
accented with spice notes of clove and cinnamon 
alongside a tannic backbone. Drink 2015–2021. An-
gelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Produttori del Barbaresco 2011 Barbaresco. 
Always one of the best quality-for-value 

wines in Italy, this classic Barbaresco delivers 
quintessential Nebbiolo sensations of rose, black 
cherry, red berry, cinnamon and a hint of leather. 
It’s friendly, with firm, round tannins and just 
enough fresh acidity. Drink now–2020. Vias Im-
ports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

90 Rattalino 2009 Currà Quarantatre43 Riser-
va (Barbaresco). Aromas of eucalyptus, 

balsamic herbs and cherry marinated in spirits lead 
the nose. The palate shows toast, black cherry, bit-
ter prune and licorice alongside notes of coffee, oak 
and drying tannins. Aviva Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

90 Sarotto 2009 Currà Riserva (Barbaresco). 
This opens with a beautiful fragrance of 

rose, violet, red berry, new leather, turned earth and 
balsamic notes. The palate delivers Morello cherry, 
red raspberry, espresso and mint alongside astrin-
gent tannins that still need to integrate. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

90 Sorelle De Nicola 2009 Bordini Vigna di Mon-
tesommo Riserva (Barbaresco). Ripe berry, 

plum, milk chocolate, leather, truffle and balsamic 
notes lead the nose. The dense palate weaves to-
gether crushed black cherry, baking spices, mint 
and white pepper alongside underlying mineral 
notes. It’s already accessible so enjoy now–2020. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

90 Villadoria 2011 Barbaresco. This accessible 
Barbaresco opens with ripe red berry, rose, 

leather and earthy aromas. The fresh palate offers 
dark cherry, ripe raspberry and black pepper along-
side firm tannins and bright acidity. Drink now–
2019. WinesU. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Ceste 2011 Barbaresco. Underbrush, plum, 
black berry and baking spice aromas lead 

the nose. The cherry-berry palate is accented with 
cinnamon, clove, licorice, and white pepper along-
side velvety tannins. Enjoy this now–2019. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Nada Giuseppe 2009 Casot Riserva (Bar-
baresco). Aromas recall underbrush, leath-

er, toasted notes and espresso. These carry over to 
the dense palate along with coffee, crushed black 
cherry, black pepper and sage. Tightly packed tan-
nins need a few more years to unwind. American 
Northwest Distributors Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

89 Rivetti Massimo 2009 Serraboella Riserva 
(Barbaresco). Cherry-berry, baking spices, 

espresso, vanilla and balsamic notes take center 
stage. The palate still needs to open, but reveals 
red cherry, sage and licorice alongside astringent 

tannins that need time to integrate fully. Superior 
Wines . —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

88 Ca’ del Baio 2010 Asili (Barbaresco). Exotic 
incense, sandalwood and ripe berry aromas 

waft from the glass of this single-vineyard Barbares-
co. The palate is initially closed but slowly reveals 
crunchy Morello cherry, toast and espresso along-
side assertive tannins. Drink after 2018. Multiple 
U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

87 Negro Angelo e Figli 2009 Basarin Riserva 
(Barbaresco). Aromas of coconut, vanilla 

and toasted oak carry over to the palate alongside 
fig, espresso and astringent tannins. It’s already 
evolved and lacks vibrancy and fruit richness. The 
Piedmont Guy. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

87 Taliano 2011 Ad Altiora (Barbaresco). This 
ripe wine opens with a fragrance of mature 

red and black berry, clove and black pepper. These 
carry over to the warm palate alongside brooding 
and tightly-knit tannins. It has a forward character 
and soft acidity so enjoy this now and over the next 
few years. Dancing Bear Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

86 Cascina Bruciata 2009 Rio Sordo Riserva 
(Barbaresco). This forward wine opens 

with funky aromas of game and leather, with a whiff 
of barnyard. The palate is evolved and much of the 
fruit has already dried up, leaving bitter prune 
alongside green, astringent tannins. Soilair Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

86 Ressia 2009 Oro Canova Riserva (Barbares-
co). This wine is dominated by aromas of 

oak, toast and espresso that carry over to the palate 
along with black cherry. Extremely astringent wood 
tannins cut the finish short and leave the mouth 
feeling dried. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

86 Terre da Vino 2011 La Casa in Collina (Bar-
baresco). Aromas of plum, espresso and 

coffee carry over to the one-dimensional palate 
alongside mature black cherry and drying tannins. 
It’s a bit forward so drink this over the next few 
years. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

OTHER RED WINES

89 Castello di Neive 2013 Grignolino (Piemon-
te). Bright and light-bodied, it opens with 

intense aromas of red berries and exotic spices. The 
refreshing palate delivers succulent Morello cherry, 
wild strawberry, allspice and Asian spices alongside 
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crisp acidity and silky tannins. For a perfect sum-
mer red, serve this slightly chilled. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Ca’ del Baio 2011 Bric del Baio Nebbiolo 
(Langhe). This young Nebbiolo is loaded 

with ripe red cherry and black raspberry sensations 
accented with notes of white pepper. It’s straight-
forward, with a round, soft palate and velvety tan-
nins. Not an ager so enjoy this soon. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

WHITE WINES

89 De Forville 2013 Arneis (Langhe). Full-bod-
ied but refreshing, it boasts juicy green ap-

ple, white pear and mineral sensations. The creamy 
palate is brightened by fresh acidity, giving this a 
clean, fresh finish. Sip as an apéritif or pair with 
pasta topped with vegetable sauces. Rosenthal Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 Cascina del Pozzo 2013 Roero. This bright 
Arneis boasts sensations of tart green apple, 

white peach and nectarine accented with a note of 
mineral. Fresh acidity gives it a clean, refreshing 
finish. World of Wine Guide. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

LOIRE
WHITE WINES
POUILLY-FUMÉ

93 Michel Redde et Fils 2012 Les Cornets (Pouil-
ly-Fumé). Grown on Kimmeridgian chalk, 

this is one of a series of wines from different soils. 
It’s mineral driven, while also having great fruiti-
ness. Full and rich, it’s likely to take a few years to 
mature. It offers an impressive expression both of 
Sauvignon Blanc and its terroir. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

93 Michel Redde et Fils 2011 Cuvée Majorum 
(Pouilly-Fumé). There’s a light, salty texture 

to this rich, wood-aged wine. It’s the top of the line 
for Michel Redde, giving a rich wine that’s touched 
by toast as well as full apple and tropical fruit fla-
vors. It is likely to be ready to drink in 2015. Ko-
brand. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 

92 Bertrand Jeannot et Fils 2012 Pouilly-Fumé. 
This is a ripe Sauvignon Blanc, full and 

rounded. Tropical fruits and ripe apricots are bal-
anced by lively acidity. With its concentration of 
flavors, this is an already delicious wine, but would 
benefit by waiting until 2015 to add complexity. Tri-
cana Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Domaine A. Cailbourdin 2012 Triptyque 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Full in the mouth and 

packed with ripe apricot and white peach fruit, this 
is a generous wine. The citrus element cuts through 
the rich fruitiness to give a sustained structure 
that’s also brought out by the steely texture in the 
background. Drink from 2016. Vigneron Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

92 Domaine Laporte 2012 Les Duchesses (Pouil-
ly-Fumé). In its youthful state, the wine has 

an earthy character that will soon move into a ripe, 
fruity while always structured state. Rich and fruity 
now, it’s likely to become a serious, ageworthy wine. 
Martine’s Wines. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Michel Bailly et Fils 2012 Les Loges (Pouilly-
Fumé). Ripe and rich, it offers upfront apri-

cot and lime flavors. In the background, a more min-
eral, firm character acts as a great support for this 
open, generous wine. Michael Skurnik Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

92 Michel Redde et Fils 2012 Les Champs des Bil-
lons (Pouilly-Fumé). Pure chalk soil has pro-

duced a complex, ripe and full-bodied wine. With 
tight acidity, grapefruit and herbaceous flavors, it 
still is holding back on its full, fruity and structured 
potential. Age until 2016. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

91 Domaine A. Cailbourdin 2012 Les Cornets 
(Pouilly-Fumé). A complex, ripe wine from a 

fine single-vineyard site, it has rich yellow and cit-
rus fruits that are right up front. Behind, the texture 
is steely and nervy, with intense herbaceous acidity. 
It’s full of potential, so wait until 2016. Vigneron 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine Chatelain 2012 Les Vignes de Saint-
Laurent l’Abbaye (Pouilly-Fumé). There is a 

good balance of tropical and citrus flavors on this 
warm, ripe wine. The fruit easily covers the more 
mineral core that gives structure. Rich and full-
bodied, it can age through 2015. BNP Distributing. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Michel Redde et Fils 2012 La Moynerie (Pouil-
ly-Fumé). Full-bodied, with a rich character 

that adds to the fruitiness, this still needs to ma-
ture. Bright apples and citrus are caught up in a 
strongly mineral texture that gives a steely charac-
ter. Wait until 2015. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Vincent Vatan 2012 Sélection Silex (Pouilly-
Fumé). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Dominique Pabiot 2012 Les Vieilles Terres 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Strong tropical fruit aro-

mas conjure up richness. It’s soft and round while 
not losing touch with the more nervy, herbaceous 
character of Sauvignon Blanc. Full in the mouth 
while still poised and light, it’s ready to drink. 
Siema LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

90 Francis Blanchet 2012 Calcite (Pouilly-Fu-
mé). Calcite (chalk) is the nature of much 

of the bedrock of Pouilly. Here it gives a tight, min-
eral wine that’s also full of ripe fruit and juicy apple 
flavors. Crisp at the edges and ripe in the center, 
it’s a wine to age through 2015 to bring out the full 
fruitiness. North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Bouchié-Chatelier 2012 Premier Millésimé 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Still young, it’s fruity but 

closed up. A tight, steely character gives a strong 
texture that is still dominating the fruit. Wait un-
til 2015 for the citrus and white fruits to come 
through. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Bouchié-Chatelier 2013 Argile à S (Pouilly-
Fumé). From clay and chalk (Argile and Si-

lex) soil, this wine is all texture, very young and very 
crisp. With a strongly herbaceous character, it’s an 
intense wine that needs until at least 2016 to soften 
and fill out. For the moment, just revel in its con-
centrated flavor. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine A. Cailbourdin 2012 Les Cris (Pouil-
ly-Fumé). Round and soft, it offers apples, 

citrus and gooseberries enveloped in a full-bodied 
texture. An edge of steely background suggests it’s 
a wine for some aging, so wait until 2015. Vigneron 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Dominique Pabiot 2012 Cuvée Plaisir (Pouil-
ly-Fumé). This tight, young wine is shot 

through with steely acidity and minerality. It tastes 
of the flinty soil of Pouilly, full in the mouth and 
concentrated. Give it until 2015 before drinking. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Francis Blanchet 2012 Cuvée Silice (Pouilly-
Fumé). Crisp with apples and citrus, it’s 

also laced with a more mineral character. It’s full in 
the mouth, very bright with acidity and grapefruit. 
Drink now. North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Domaine Patrice Moreux 2012 La Loge aux 
Moines (Pouilly-Fumé). A softly textured, 

fruity wine that has a feeling of richness. Apricot 
fruits are balanced by lime crispness. Full and ripe, 
it’s ready to drink. Imported Heritage. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

87 Jean-Max Roger 2012 Les Chante Alouettes 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Warm and ripe, it’s roundly 
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textured, full of yellow fruits and rich acidity. It has 
developed well, giving a palate feel that is soft and 
fruity. Enjoy now. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

85 Domaine Patrice Moreux 2012 Pouilly-Fumé. 
Light and textured, it’s packed with lime 

and lemon flavors with a hint of sage. As dry as a 
bone, it’s very much for food and is ready to drink. 
Imported Heritage. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

84 Francis Blanchet 2012 Vieilles Vignes (Pouil-
ly-Fumé). With a metallic aroma that fol-

lows through to the palate, this tight wine is all 
about texture and not much about fruit. Mineral 
and concentrated, it might round out, but is always 
likely to be firm in character. North Berkeley Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

SANCERRE

95 Domaine Vacheron 2012 Les Romains 
(Sancerre). From the flint soils of Les Ro-

mains, this tight wine is full of acidity, steely min-
erality and a promise of future greatness. It’s power-
ful, concentrated and rich, with yellow fruits, toast, 
gorgeous acidity and a long-lasting aftertaste. Drink 
from 2016. North Berkeley Imports. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

95 Henri Bourgeois 2012 Jadis (Sancerre). From 
selected, sunny parcels of vines, it’s pow-

ered by its citrus and pear fruits along with an in-
tensely mineral texture and supreme concentration. 
It’s a Sancerre to keep, still young and gawky, best 
drunk from 2016. Slocum & Sons, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

94 Domaine Vacheron 2012 Chambrates 
(Sancerre). This opulent, ripe wine comes 

from a single vineyard. It has a rich texture, with 
dense yellow and apple fruits that are allied to a 
more citrus, gooseberry and lemon character. It 
rolls around the mouth with a smooth, satisfying 
aftertaste. North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

94 Domaine Vacheron 2012 Guigne-Chèvres 
(Sancerre). One of the impressive range of 

single-vineyard wines from Vacheron, this is mas-
sive and dense, its acidity and citrus flavors masked 
by the ripe yellow fruits and opulent texture. The 
structure comes in with a firm showing of steeli-
ness that suggests the wine could still age. Wait un-
til 2016. North Berkeley Imports. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

94 Domaine Vacheron 2012 Le Paradis 
(Sancerre). The challenge is not drinking 

this gorgeous wine, but just lifting the bottle. Once 

in the glass, the wine is rich, superripe and still el-
egant. It’s a fine mix of yellow fruits, crisp green and 
citrus fruits and a tight, intense texture. Hold until 
2016. North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

94 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Monts 
Damnés (Sancerre). For full review see page 

4. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

94 Michel Redde et Fils 2012 Les Bois de Saint-
Andelain (Sancerre). Silex, a flinty soil, is 

commonly found around the village of Saint-An-
delain. It gives a wine that is all about minerality, 
very textured and tight when young. This full wine 
shows considerable tightness, nervy acidity and a 
crisp, zesty character. It’s a wine to age for a few 
more years; drink from 2016. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

93 Domaine Thomas & Fils 2012 Ultimus 
(Sancerre). The top cuvée from Jean Thom-

as is hugely ripe and rich. A touch of toastiness and 
almonds give an extra dimension to the already 
full citrus and tropical fruit flavors. It’s dense and 
rounded, while still shot through with tight, nervy 
acidity. Keep until 2015. Robert Kacher Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

93 Domaine Vacheron 2011 Chambrates 
(Sancerre). This single-vineyard wine is 

full of ripe fruits that are touched by tropicality as 
well as a more citrus edge. It’s moving gently to-
wards a more mature phase with its hints of toast 
and almonds. Drink now with great pleasure. North 
Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

93 Domaine Vacheron 2011 Le Paradis 
(Sancerre). Showing its powerful chalky 

terroir, this single-vineyard wine has intense herba-
ceous and steely characters. They go with the ripe, 
open fruitiness that brings in citrus, crisp apple and 
quince flavors. It’s ready to drink. North Berkeley 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

93 Gitton Père et Fils 2012 X-elis (Sancerre). 
The heavy bottle indicates a major cuvée 

for Gitton, and this rich wine lives up to it. It’s full, 
complex and powerful, ripe with yellow fruits while 
still keeping an intense steely acidity and strong 
minerality. It’s a fine wine for aging, so keep until 
2015. Grape News Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

93 Henri Bourgeois 2012 Sancerre d’Antan 
(Sancerre). From the classic sand and flint 

soil that makes up much of the Sancerre vineyard, 
this complex wine has both fruit and intense min-
erality. The touches of toast and almonds round 
out the still young wine, contrasting with the more 

steely core. Drink from 2017. Slocum & Sons, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Henry Natter 2010 Cuvée François de la 
Grange de Montigny (Sancerre). Now in ma-

turity, it has an opulent ripe character, full of apri-
cot and mango fruits that are fill the mouth and give 
a rich aftertaste. Floral and fragrant, it’s completely 
ready to drink now. Vintage ’59 Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

93 Jean-Paul Picard 2012 Cuvée Prestige 
(Sancerre). Complex and rich, this is packed 

with apple and pear flavors that are cut with cit-
rus to give a balanced, lightly tropical character. It’s 
ready to drink. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

92 Domaine de la Villaudière 2012 Sancerre. 
Tensely mineral, this is a tight, crisp wine. 

The palate ranges from pink grapefruit to a more 
steely, stony texture. The acidity shooting through 
the wine is well in balance with the fruits and struc-
ture. It could go through 2015 to be even better. Eu-
ropean Wine Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

92 Domaine de la Villaudière 2012 Cuvée Héri-
tage (Sancerre). Rounded ripe fruits and a 

touch of wood aging give an unexpected softness. 
The Sauvignon acidity is there, but it’s filled out 
with spice and apricot flavors. The wine is topped 
with rich toast. Keep until 2015. European Wine 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

92 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Sancerre. 
For full review see page 7. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13% Price: $29 

92 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Silex Cuvée 
Maxime (Sancerre). Very closed and tight, 

this is still a young wine. Its fruitiness, with citrus 
and pear flavors, is just beginning to develop into 
something that’s rich and full-bodied. With its 
steely structure and taught acidity, it shouldn’t be 
drunk before 2016. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $46 

92 Hubert Brochard 2012 Aujourd’hui comme 
Autrefois (Sancerre). “Today, as in the past,” 

reads the title of this wine. Rich and full, it was aged 
on the lees to give extra weight and body. The re-
sult is ripe with yellow fruits as well as citrus, with 
full-bodied flavor. It could well age until 2015. The 
Country Vintner-Craft and Estate. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

92 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2012 Vieilles Vi-
gnes (Sancerre). This is a deeply rich and 

concentrated expression of steely Sauvignon Blanc. 
The wine is ripe, full in the mouth with yellow fruits 
vying with citrus and capped by the more tense tex-
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ture. It could still age, so wait until 2015. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine Cherrier et Fils 2013 Sancerre. For 
full review see page 9. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Domaine Fouassier 2012 Clos Paradis 
(Sancerre). Tropical fruits dominate this rich 

wine. Mango and pineapple flavors are freshened 
with a twist of lemon. There are only hints of a more 
steely character in this full and round wine that’s 
ready to drink now. Tenzing Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Domaine Fouassier 2012 Les Romains 
(Sancerre). An opulent wine, it offers ripe 

yellow fruits, apricots and white peaches and just 
a touch of mango. It’s full in the mouth and rich, 
developing well and likely to mature to 2015. The 
fruits are balanced by a steely, nervy texture that 
comes through at the end. Tenzing Wine and Spir-
its. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Domaine Laporte 2012 Sancerre le Rochoy 
(Sancerre). Still in its first flush of youth, it 

shows great minerality as well as intense citrus and 
apple fruit flavors. A light touch of ripeness brings 
out a more yellow fruit character. Drink now, but 
better to keep until 2015. Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

91 Patient Cottat 2013 Anciennes Vignes 
(Sancerre). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

91 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2013 Les Belles 
Côtes (Sancerre). Initially fresh and fruity, it 

opens to show a richer side, full of ripe pear and 
quince, with an apricot touch. The wine is textured 
and steely with a firm core that suggests it will age. 
Drink now, but better wait until 2015. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine de Rome 2012 Sancerre. A warm 
and generous wine with its peach and trop-

ical fruit flavors and properly cut through with ripe 
acidity. Rich and rounded, it’s ready to drink now. 
DB Wine Selection. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Patrice Moreux 2012 Les Bénédic-
tins Cuvée Prestige (Sancerre). From the 

weight of the bottle, this is obviously the top of 
the Moreux range. Intensely tropical, the wine is 
full, rich and ripe. Well structured, it shows hints 
of minerality while being more about full fruit and 
delicious finishing acidity. Imported Heritage. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

90 Domaine Philippe Raimbault 2012 Apud 
Sariacum (Sancerre). Rounded and full, it’s 

firmly in the tropical fruit Sauvignon Blanc camp. It 
is rich, softly textured and ripe. The warm fruits are 
well balanced with a line of acidity to keep a good 
element of freshness. Apud Sariacum was the Latin 
name of Raimbault’s village of Sury-en-Vaux. T. Ed-
ward Wines Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

90 Domaine Thomas & Fils 2012 Grand’Chaille 
(Sancerre). Rich and soft, this is powerful 

and ripe. Concentrated white fruits show through 
the still-young citrus character and give complex-
ity. The flint soil gives a steely underlay that sus-
tains density. It will be even better in 2015. Robert 
Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Gitton Père et Fils 2012 Les Herses 
(Sancerre). The wine is round, full in the 

mouth and rich. With yellow fruits as well as red 
apple flavors, it’s ripe without missing out on a 
more steely, cool and herbaceous backdrop. Drink 
now. Sacred Thirst Selections. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Henry Natter 2012 Sancerre. This complex 
wine shows both good acidity and layers 

of fruit and mineral texture. It’s ripe, rounded and 
fruity; the chalky substrate gives a structure that’s 
likely to round out. Drink now, or in 2015. Vintage 
’59 Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

90 Michel Vattan 2012 Les L-O (Sancerre). 
Named after a parcel of vines, this youth-

ful, fruity wine is on its way to being delicious. It 
has a proper steely character, shot through with 
acidity and minerality while the citrus character is 
strong and firm. Drink from 2015. DB Wine Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

89 Domaine Vacheron 2012 Sancerre. With a 
year’s aging, it’s impressive how a Sancerre 

can bring out so many more interesting flavors. Here 
a softer acidity is allied to ripe yellow and mango 
fruits and a ripe, full-bodied character. Dense min-
erality comes through strongly without masking the 
fruitiness. Drink now, or age until at least 2015. 
North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $37 

89 Henri Bourgeois 2013 Les Baronnes 
(Sancerre). While herbaceous, this wine 

also has ripe tropical fruits that bring out a rich-
er, early drinking side. It’s bone-dry and crisp, the 
apricot fruits balanced by intense citrus. Concen-
trated and very fruity, it can be drunk now. Slocum 
& Sons, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Domaine Gérard Fiou 2013 Sancerre. This 
lightweight, fruity wine is very direct in 

its acidity and canteloupe flavors. Citrus cuts the 

richness, while a fine chalky texture comes from the 
soil of the region. It’s a wine to drink soon, fresh 
and packed with crisp fruits. Luxe Wines & Spirits. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

88 Domaine Thomas & Fils 2012 Le Pierrier 
(Sancerre). Totally herbaceous, it’s full of 

green herb flavors and tight with citrus and goose-
berry. A light touch balances the intensity, giving 
freshness to the wine that’s ready to drink now. 
Robert Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

88 Domaine Vacheron 2013 Sancerre. The ripe 
and fruity style typical of Vacheron wines is 

evident here. Citrus flavors are given a rich fillip by 
yellow fruits and a rounded, full texture. Touches 
of minerality and youthful acidity are already well 
integrated into the body of the wine. Drink in 2015. 
North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $37 

88 Gitton Père et Fils 2012 Les Montachins 
(Sancerre). A soft and rounded wine, it’s 

ripe, full in the mouth and warm in character. A 
steely edge merges with the ripe apple and pear fla-
vors to give a wine that’s rich and ready to drink. 
ABC Wine Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

88 Gitton Père et Fils 2012 Les Romains 
(Sancerre). Quince and rhubarb aromas 

give an exotic feel. The palate is soft, ripe and warm 
with layers of apricot, quince and pear emphasizing 
the wine’s fruitiness. It’s a wine to savor now, ripe 
and full-bodied. Soif.de. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Jean-Max Roger 2012 Cuvée C.M. (Sancerre). 
This fragrant wine is full of fresh citrus and 

green apple flavors that are crisp and lively. A steely 
element comes through to give structure. Massanois 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

88 Michel Vattan 2012 Cuvée Argile (Sancerre). 
Argile is French for clay soil, and that ter-

roir gives this wine a full-bodied feel that is ripe and 
rich. The Sauvignon flavors lean more to tropical, 
rounded and fruity. It could benefit from some ag-
ing, so wait until 2015. DB Wine Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Pierre Prieur et Fils 2012 Domaine de Saint-
Pierre (Sancerre). A lemon-scented, crisp 

wine, it’s also full of ripe yellow fruits. It’s a warm 
in style, rich with both fruit and an open texture. 
Almonds and acidity give a refreshing aftertaste. 
Tru Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2013 Eclat de 
Fraîcheur (Sancerre). This is a fresh, lem-

ony wine, crisp and steely. A richer element rounds 
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out the tight texture and acidity. Lively and fruity, 
it will be ready to drink in 2015. DM Vineyards & 
Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Hubert Brochard 2012 Sancerre. The wine is 
soft, a gentle meander through the flavors of 

Sauvignon Blanc without any shocks. It has an at-
tractive, rounded texture, with shots of acidity that 
complement the apple skin and pear flavors. Drink 
now. Metrowine Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2013 Sancerre. In 
this lemon-scented wine, flavors range eas-

ily from herbaceous to pears with a touch of grape-
fruit thrown in. It’s an attractive, ready-to-drink, 
fruity wine. Wine Wine Situation LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Gitton Père et Fils 2012 Les Belles Dames 
(Sancerre). Soft and fruity, it shows round-

ed apple and fresh pineapple flavors. A crisp side is 
smoothed by the natural fruitiness. It’s a wine to 
drink now, easy and fresh at the end. Grape News 
Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

85 Jean Maréchal 2013 Le Roi des Pierres 
(Sancerre). While this wine is herbaceous, 

the attractive aspect lies in its lemon and orange 
zest flavors that are full and bright. It’s crisp while 
deliciously fruity, ready to drink. Cape Classics. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

85 Jean Reverdy et Fils 2012 La Reine Blanche 
(Sancerre). Quince and lemon aromas con-

tinue on the palate. Crisp and tightly textured, it’s 
spoiled by a metallic flavor that hardens the after-
taste. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

85 Jean-Max Roger 2012 Cuvée Les Caillottes 
(Sancerre). A yeasty character masks the 

fresh fruitiness. Underneath the bready notes, 
grapefruit and other attractive citrus flavors are 
waiting to get out. Wait until 2015 to see if the wine 
improves. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

85 Vincent Grall 2012 Sancerre. This is an at-
tractive, soft wine, with fruit right up front. 

It has light acidity, with pink grapefruit and lime 
flavors that are bright and lively. Drink now. Ma-
tinicus Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

83 Eric Cottat 2012 La Vallée des Vignes 
(Sancerre). Round and ripe, with an earthy 

character, this is a simple, fruity wine. Attractive 
apple and grapefruit flavors have been hit by a barn-
yard element that leaves a bitter taste in the mouth. 
OSLO Enterprise LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

MENETOU-SALON

87 Domaine Jean Teiller 2012 Menetou-Salon. 
Rounder and less textured than a Sancerre, 

this style of Menetou-Salon makes a fine alternative 
Sauvignon Blanc. It’s full and ripe, fresh with acid-
ity while also bringing some tropical fruits into play. 
It’s ready to drink. Charles Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

86 Chavet Fils 2013 Menetou-Salon. This is a 
simple, bright fruity wine, with crisp apple 

and lemon fruits. It’s fresh and ready to drink, with 
no need to age. A touch of minerality gives the nec-
essary texture. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Jean-Max Roger 2012 Le Charnay (Menetou-
Salon). Soft and ripe, it has attractive peach 

and pear fruits and a lively shot of lemon acidity. 
It’s rounded, rich and ready to drink. Massanois Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Pierre Jacolin 2012 Le Prieuré de Saint-Céols 
(Menetou-Salon). Soft and smooth, it has 

warm fruit flavors and an open, generous character. 
It’s full of apple juice, with just the lightest texture, 
crisp and bright at the end. Serge Doré Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

85 Isabelle et Pierre Clément 2012 Châtenay 
(Menetou-Salon). This is a ripe while in-

tensely herbaceous wine. It’s steely and crisp, but 
spoiled by the intrusion of sulfur that hasn’t gone 
away. If the sulfur blows off, this is a potentially 
attractive and fruity wine finished off with lemon 
zest. World Wine Source. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 Domaine de l’Hermitage 2012 Menetou-Sa-
lon. There is an earthy, barnyard character 

to this Sauvignon Blanc, with a tightly herbaceous 
flavor overshadowed by a more rustic style. It’s 
ready to drink, but does need food to balance that 
earthiness. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

TOURAINE

88 Les Vignerons des Coteaux Romanais 2013 
Domaine du Haut Morlu (Touraine). Herba-

ceous and crisp, this wine shows its steely side be-
fore it brings out the fruit. It’s mineral in character 
along with a strongly zesty intensity and a bone-dry, 
very fresh aftertaste. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

87 La Grille 2013 Touraine. This is a bony, tight 
and herbaceous wine, sharp and crisp with 

bright apples and lime flavors. Light and full of 
minerality, it has a steely line that goes to its heart. 

Drink now, but it will be better in 2015. Vinameri-
cas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Les Vignerons des Coteaux Romanais 2013 
Le Grand St-Vincent (Touraine). This is a 

rich and soft Sauvignon, full of ripe fruits that are 
heading in a tropical direction. Acidity cuts easily 
through the yellow fruit flavors and hint of her-
baceousness. It’s ready to drink now. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Bougrier 2013 Domaine Guenault (Touraine). 
Soft while still herbaceous, this is simple 

and fruity. Lemon partners melon, bringing ripe 
fruit and acidity attractively together. It’s a bright, 
fresh wine to drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Caves du Val de France 2013 Jovly (Touraine). 
Tight and herbaceous, this bright and fruity 

wine offers grapefruit, very fresh acidity and lemon 
zest flavors. It’s all about fruit with no complexity, 
just pleasure. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

85 Les Vignerons des Coteaux Romanais 2013 
Château de Pont (Touraine). It still tastes 

very young with its aggressive acidity and herba-
ceous character. It’s mineral, tight, with zesty lem-
on, lime and strong gooseberry flavors. It needs un-
til 2015 to calm down. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

84 Les Vignerons des Coteaux Romanais 2013 
Les Roches (Touraine). Tightly herbaceous, 

this is also a friendly, fruity wine. With bright acid-
ity, crisp lemon and grapefruit flavors, it’s cool and 
bright. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

VOUVRAY

89 Château Moncontour 2013 Sec (Vouvray). 
From the showplace château of Moncon-

tour, this wine delivers ripe fruitiness balanced by a 
more structured, steely texture. Tight acidity gives 
both freshness and structure to this still-young 
wine. Wait until 2016. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

88 Cave des Producteurs de Vouvray 2012 Les 
Fosses d’Hareng (Vouvray). Just off-dry, 

this fruity and creamy wine has a touch of honey 
to go on top of the melon and baked apple flavors. 
Great acidity makes the wine refreshing and brings 
out the bright fruitiness. Drink now. Great Lakes 
Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

87 Cave des Producteurs de Vouvray 2012 Ros-
nay (Vouvray). With its honeyed aroma, 

and off-dry palate, this is a ripe and ready-to-drink 
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wine. A touch of acidity balances the rich peach and 
mango fruits, giving a wine that’s delicious as an 
apéritif. Great Lakes Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

87 Château Moncontour 2013 Demi-Sec (Vou-
vray). With attractive peach and baked-

apple flavors, this is immediately appealing. It bal-
ances acidity with a lightly off-dry style that’s both 
fresh and ripe. It can be drunk now, but will be bet-
ter in 2015. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

85 Cave des Producteurs de Vouvray 2012 Les 
Lys (Vouvray). This is a fruity but dry wine, 

with a telltale hint of honey to bring out the Chenin 
Blanc character. It has an attractive line in almonds, 
along with crisp acidity and a tangy texture. Drink 
now. Great Lakes Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Domaine de Vaugondy 2013 Demi-Sec (Vou-
vray). Honey, almonds and intense acidity 

mingle in this off-dry wine. The acidity is still dom-
inant, surpassing the apple and berry fruitiness. 
Wait until 2015 before drinking. Metropolis Wine 
Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

85 Domaine du Petit Coteau 2013 Sec (Vou-
vray). This soft and rounded wine has at-

tractive lemon, peach and almond flavors. It’s crisp 
while showing touches of honey that give a riper 
feel. It’s ready to drink USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

84 Caves du Val de France 2013 Jovly (Vouvray). 
Nuts and lemons are the main flavors of 

this light and fruity wine. Acidity cuts through the 
lightly mineral texture. Drink now. USA Wine West. 
—R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

83 Cave des Producteurs de Vouvray 2012 La 
Javeline (Vouvray). Not quite dry, but cer-

tainly not medium dry, this is a hard wine to place. 
It has yeasty flavors and and an acidity that seems 
unbalanced. The aftertaste, with its baked-apple 
flavor, is more attractive. Great Lakes Wine Com-
pany. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

81 Bougrier 2013 V Douce France (Vouvray). In 
this unbalanced, medium-dry wine, the fruit, 

the acidity and the sweetness don’t seem to want to 
hang together. At the end, the acidity wins, while 
the rest of the wine is left behind. Saranty Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

SAUMUR

87 Cave de Saumur 2013 Lieu-dit Les Epinats 
(Saumur). The wine is initially soft and 

then begins to show a more steely, mineral charac-
ter. That gives structure as well as citrus and crisp 
apple skin flavors. Very tight at this stage, it needs 
to develop, so give it until 2015. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

84 Cave de Saumur 2013 Les Pouches (Saumur). 
The wine is tight, apple-y and bone-dry. 

A hint of honey gives extra, attractive dimension. 
Acidity cuts through this very young wine that will 
be better in 2015 Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

84 Cave de Saumur 2013 Réserve des Vignerons 
(Saumur). A wine that’s all about fresh ap-

ple and lemon fruitiness. An attractive, zesty touch 
that adds to the up-front, lively character. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

MUSCADET

88 Les Vignerons des Terroirs de la Noëlle 2013 
Domaine de Bégrolles Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). For full review see page 14. Best 
Buy. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

87 Château de la Ragotiere 2013 Sur Lie (Musca-
det Sèvre et Maine). There is a slight prickle 

on the tongue with this young wine. It’s fruity and 
has some concentration from the 50-year-old vines. 
It’s also totally dry and very crisp, with a delicious 
cut of acidity to partner that shellfish. Vineyard 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

87 La Grille 2013 Single Estate (Muscadet). Light 
and bone-dry, this is crisp, tight and full of 

lemon and green apple flavors. It’s fruity, textured 
and ready to drink. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Les Vignerons des Terroirs de la Noëlle 2013 
Château Juyons Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). While there is a delicious fresh crispness 
to this wine, a richer, creamy side expresses itself in 
the baked apple and pear flavors. It finishes bone-
dry while very fruity. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

86 Les Vignerons des Terroirs de la Noëlle 2013 
Château de La Haudinière Sur Lie (Musca-

det Sèvre et Maine). The wine is soft, showing ripe 
apple fruits, pears and apricots, with fresh acidity. 
It’s light, but has a strong sense of texture and min-
erality. It’s ready to drink but will be better early in 
2015. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

85 Bougrier 2013 Château du Jaunay Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Fresh and fruity 

with a strong lemon flavor, this is full, crisp and to-
tally bone-dry. It does have some weight and a lem-
on zest sharpness as well as a ripe texture from ag-
ing on the lees. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

85 Les Vignerons des Terroirs de la Noëlle 2013 
Domaine de l’Aurière Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre 

et Maine). Steely and crisp, this tight, very fresh 
wine is full of lemon zest and grapefruit flavors. It’s 
bright, light, and taut as a wire. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

VAL DE LOIRE

85 Henry Brochard 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Val 
de Loire). Classic herbaceous, catty aro-

mas usher in a wine that has crisp, gooseberry and 
grapefruit flavors. It’s bright and tight, with acid-
ity that dominates all the fruitiness. It needs to be 
drunk by 2015. Metrowine Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

84 Le Frères Couillaud 2013 Chardonnay (Val de 
Loire). A soft, light and fruity wine that’s to-

tally ready to drink. With apple and quince fruit fla-
vors, fresh acidity and a light steeliness to freshen 
it up, it’s simple and good as an apéritif. Vineyard 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

84 Musset-Roullier 2013 Les Blanches Chenin 
Blanc-Chardonnay (Val de Loire). The nutty 

aromas of Chenin Blanc dominate this fresh and 
apple fruity wine. It has crisp acidity, a lively and 
light texture and light, dancing aftertaste. Drink 
now. Simonin N Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Musset-Roullier 2011 Le Moulin (Anjou). This 
is a rich, full-bodied Chenin Blanc, dry and 

with delicious hints of baked apple and honey. 
There’s a definite mineral texture, taut and brim-
ming with orange zest. It is dense, full in the mouth 
and ready to drink now, but better in 2015. Simonin 
N Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Benoît Daridan 2013 Sauvignon Blanc-Char-
donnay (Cheverny). A blend of Sauvignon 

Blanc that is smoothed out with some Chardonnay, 
this is ripe and full in the mouth despite its light, 
poised character. Citrus fruits, a firm structure and 
floral aromas give a wine that is attractive now, but 
which will age at least through 2015. Verity Wine 
Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Domaine Philippe Portier 2012 Quincy. 
While the aromas scream herbaceous, the 
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palate is more subdued and rounded. That gives 
space for the citrus to mingle with green apple skin 
and white peach flavors. It’s very fruity and ready to 
drink. Robert Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Domaine Roux 2012 Quincy. This is steely, 
crisp and mineral. It is brightly lit by acidity 

and juicy green fruits, plums and limes. Over all the 
fruitiness, a tight structure gives a cool aftertaste. 
WineWise. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Domaine Dyckerhoff 2013 Reuilly. Fruity 
and fresh, this is Sauvignon Blanc at its 

most attractive. It shows a touch of minerality, but 
the citrus and crisp apple flavors dominate. With its 
light touch, it will make a fine apéritif wine. Mar-
gaux & Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Joseph Mellot 2012 La Gaupière Sauvignon 
Blanc (Coteaux du Giennois). From a small 

region just north of Pouilly Fumé, this is light and 
fruity. It’s soft, just herbaceous and full of green 
apple and grapefruit flavors that give a fresh, lively 
character. It’s completely ready to drink. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

CRÉMANT DE LOIRE

88 Musset-Roullier NV Noctambule (Crémant 
de Loire). This fresh and fruity sparkling 

wine is crisp with apple skin and apricot flavors. 
Ripe and full in the mouth , it has a lightly creamy 
mousse. The blend of Chenin Blanc and Chardon-
nay gives delicious fruitiness and tight final acidity. 
Matinicus Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

ROSÉS

88 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Rosé 
(Sancerre). This structured rosé has a firm 

character, with tannins as well as fruit. It’s crisp, 
while also full-bodied, full of ripe red fruits. A 
steely edge adds to the structure, making this an 
excellent partner for food. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

88 Henri Bourgeois 2013 Les Baronnes Rosé 
(Sancerre). Very dry, with a firm mineral 

content, this rosé really needs food. Fresh red cur-
rant and raspberry fruitiness are surrounded by 
tannins and tight acidity. Drink by 2015. Slocum & 
Sons, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 Domaine Vacheron 2013 Rosé (Sancerre). 
Pale in color, this is a fruity rosé. It’s packed 

with acidity that gives a tight, crisp feel as well as 
red cherry and red currant fruits. The acidity could 

benefit from a few months of calming, so wait until 
2015. North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

86 Henry Natter 2012 Rosé (Sancerre). A light 
orange-colored rosé, it’s equally light on the 

palate. It has lost its freshness while broadening 
out into a softly fruity, orange peel and strawberry 
flavored wine. It needs food. Vintage ’59 Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

86 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2013 Rosé 
(Sancerre). Fresh and fruity, this is classic 

cool climate rosé. It has as much fresh apple as red 
berry fruits in its light, tight texture. It’s crisp and 
ready to drink. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

84 Jean Maréchal 2013 Le Roi des Pierres Rosé 
(Sancerre). A ripe rosé that’s spoiled by a 

touch of sulfur. Get past that and the red fruits are 
crisp and layered with acidity. The wine needs until 
2015 for the sulfur to go. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

85 Henri Bourgeois 2013 Petit Bourgeois Rosé 
(Val de Loire). A deliciously fruity wine 

whose dryness is masked by the ripe, exuberant red 
fruit flavors. Acidity keeps the wine fresh, crisp and 
bright. It’s light, lively and ready to drink. Slocum & 
Sons, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

85 Musset-Roullier 2013 L’Esquisse Rosé (Cab-
ernet d’Anjou). This is a medium sweet 

rosé, fresh while having a riper core character. It’s a 
fruity, lightly spicy and caramel flavored, with acid-
ity and sweetness coming through strongly to finish. 
Matinicus Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

85 La Grille 2013 Rosé d’Anjou. An off-dry blend 
of Grolleau and Gamay, it’s crisp and attrac-

tively fruity. Strawberries dominate this fresh and 
aromatic wine. It’s a great rosé to drink now. Vina-
mericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

82 Bougrier 2013 Rosé d’Anjou. Cut with sulfur, 
this is a wine whose bitterness hides the po-

tential of the strawberry fruits and acidity. Off-dry, 
it’s unbalanced. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

LOIRE
RED WINES

SANCERRE

92 Domaine Vacheron 2010 Belle Dame 
(Sancerre). Vacheron is well known for the 

quality of its wood-aged reds, and this is a good ex-

ample. It benefits from a fine vintage and showing 
rich black fruits, layers of tannins and a ripe, full 
character. With a solid structured backbone that 
underlies the firm fruits, it will age. Drink from 
2016. North Berkeley Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

91 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2012 Cul de Beau-
jeu (Sancerre). For full review see page 9. Cel-

lar Selection. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

91 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2012 Maxime Vie-
illes Vignes (Sancerre). While the wine’s aro-

mas are dominated by burnt wood rather than fruit, 
things are better on the palate. Here, the true Pinot 
Noir cherry and red fruits are full, rich and struc-
tured with tannins. They make for a firm, complex 
wine that will benefit from aging. Drink from 2016. 
Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $46 

90 Joseph Mellot 2012 Le Connétable de Joseph 
Mellot (Sancerre). This complex, wood-

aged wine has a rich subtext of firm tannins, spice 
along with juicy berry fruits and tight, ageworthy 
acidity. It needs to age to broaden out its tough 
character. Drink from 2016. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

89 Domaine de la Villaudière 2012 Cuvée Héri-
tage (Sancerre). High in acidity as well as 

red berry fruits, this is a wine in development. Its 
fruits are all there, fresh and rich. Light tannins and 
touches of wood add a structure. It will need time; 
drink from 2016. European Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Domaine Gérard Fiou 2011 Sancerre. With its 
light color, this is deceptive. The palate is 

rich, balanced with wood-aging flavors and black 
cherry fruits, concentrated tannins and juicy acid-
ity. It’s a rich wine that still needs time to develop. 
Drink from 2015. Luxe Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2012 Sancerre. 
This structured red is full of both fruit and 

tannin. It has weight, a rich interior that brings out 
juicy red plums and black cherries. It needs some 
aging, so drink from 2015. Wine Wine Situation 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Domaine des Chaintres 2012 Sancerre. This 
firm wine has a strong element of dry tannin 

that masks the fruit. It feels cool, fresh and rather 
hard now. It needs to age until 2015 when it will 
become a richer, fuller wine. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

87 Jean-Paul Picard 2012 Sancerre. Bitter cher-
ries and a dry core are the two components 
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of this wine. Young, cool fruit comes through the 
edgy tannic structure. It is still a few months away 
from maturity, so wait until 2015. VOS Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Patient Cottat 2010 Anciennes Vignes 
(Sancerre). With its light color, this is a soft 

and fruity wine that is now beginning to mature. Its 
red berries are acquiring a more barnyard character, 
while acidity is merging into the ripe texture. It’s 
ready to drink. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

86 Joseph Mellot 2012 Domaine des Emois 
(Sancerre). Raspberry fruits and juicy acid-

ity are allied to a softly tannic structure to give a 
ripe while fresh wine. It’s fruity but with a firm, 
dry core that gives the potential to age 2016–2017. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

CHINON

90 Château du Coudray Montpensier 2012 Le 
Grand Bouqueteau Réserve (Chinon). A 

wood-aged wine from old vines, it combines good 
concentration and a firm tannic backbone with the 
red fruits and light acidity. It’s in need of aging, so 
drink from 2016. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Saget la Perrière 2012 Marie de Beauregard 
(Chinon). This is a firmly wood-aged wine, 

full of spice and burnt toast flavors. They leave little 
room for the berry fruits at the moment. It is struc-
tured, a statement wine with its heavy bottle, and 
needing time to round out. Drink from 2016. Paster-
nak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Château du Coudray Montpensier 2013 Le 
Grand Bouqueteau (Chinon). The wine is all 

juicy fruit, black cherries with just a modicum of 
tannin to hold it together. It’s fresh, ripe and im-
mediately attractive. Ready to drink now, but with 
those tannins it should also age 2016–2017. USA 
Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

OTHER RED WINES

88 Domaine de l’Hermitage 2012 Menetou-
Salon. A cherry-fresh wine that’s so full of 

fruit that its structure becomes secondary. A dry 
edge of tannin supports the fruit and acidity, mak-
ing this wine so drinkable now. Baron Francois Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Joseph Mellot 2012 Domaine Geoffrenet-
Morval Version Originale (Châteaumeillant). 

With 70% Gamay in the blend, this attractive and 

fruity wine is dominated by bright cherry flavors 
and soft tannins. It is fresh with light acidity, a de-
licious summer red that would also work slightly 
chilled. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Musset-Roullier 2012 Les Neuf Vingt (An-
jou). This cool Cabernet packs enough ripe-

ness to sustain the more stalky character. It is full of 
red berry fruits, smoky acidity and a core of tannin. 
Drink now, best lightly chilled. Simonin N Cellars. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Cave de Saumur 2013 Les Pouches (Saumur). 
Tobacco aromas are followed by a palate 

that is classic smoky, cool Cabernet Franc. With 
tannins, juicy acidity and light red berry flavors, it’s 
a fruity wine with a bright aftertaste. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

84 Chavet Fils 2012 Cuvée Exception (Menetou-
Salon). Touches of toast and tannin give 

enough structure. The red berry fruits taste firm 
and extracted, giving a bitter edge. It’s a wine that 
brings out the structured character of Pinot Noir 
rather than its fruit. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

BORDEAUX
WHITE WINES

PESSAC-LÉOGNAN

95 Château Malartic-Lagravière 2012 Pessac-
Léognan. A dense, wood-aged wine, it 

brings richness, intense fruit and acidity together. 
It’s complex and concentrated, powerfully struc-
tured and full of yellow fruits as well as lemon juice, 
edged with toast. It’s a wine for aging, so drink from 
2018. Multiple U.S. importers. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $56 

95 Château Pape Clément 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. Fresh wood dominates this powerful, 

rich wine. It’s developing its fruitiness well, bring-
ing out tropical flavors. A ripe full-blooded, no-
holds-barred density suggests a fine future. Drink 
from 2018. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $144 

95 Château Smith Haut Lafitte 2012 Pessac-
Léognan. A richly rounded wine, impres-

sively dense and powerful. Its ripe tropical and 
green fruits are integrating well with the toast 
from wood aging to give great swathes of complex 
fruit and structure. This is a wine for the long haul. 
Drink from 2017. Sherry-Lehmann. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

94 Château Carbonnieux 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
This is pure fruitiness but with a tense, 

tight structure underneath.The fresh exterior is all 
citrus fruits and acidity, while behind lies a tex-
ture that demands aging. It’s impressive, rich and 
worth waiting for. Drink from 2018. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

94 Château de Fieuzal 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
The wine is beautifully balanced, poised be-

tween ripe yellow fruits and a tight, taut acidity and 
minerality. It shows roundness initially, then offers 
a long-term prospect of intense fruit and a strong 
structure. Drink from 2017. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

94 Château la Louvière 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Pure Sauvignon, this is a tropical fruit fla-

vored wine. It’s bright and fruity while also showing 
a dense texture of grapefruit and steely minerality. 
The combination makes for an intense wine that’s 
likely to need time, so drink from 2017. Deutsch 
Family Wine & Spirits. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

94 Château Olivier 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Closed and tight, this dense wine is slow 

to develop. It has great weight, richness, powerful 
green and white fruits that are coming through the 
complex texture. It needs to age. Drink from 2018. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

93 Château Bouscaut 2012 Pessac-Léognan. For 
full review see page 5. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

93 Château Brown 2012 Pessac-Léognan. Well 
balanced, it’s round while also fruity. A min-

eral character pushes the crisp green fruits forward, 
while the background brings out toast, ripe fruits 
and a full aftertaste. Drink from 2016. Victoire Im-
ports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château de France 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Rich and full-bodied, it’s full of tropical 

fruits that dominate the ripe texture. Hints of wood 
are there as well as the natural crisp acidity of Sau-
vignon Blanc. It needs time to develop and bring out 
all its ripe flavors. Drink from 2016. Jeff Wellburn 
Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Château Larrivet Haut-Brion 2012 Pessac-
Léognan. Ripe, creamy and powerful, it’s full 

of tropical fruits, apricots and peaches, all firmly 
supported by rich wood flavors. It makes a strong 
statement of broad fruits and a generous texture 
while also offering a chance to age. Drink from 2017. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 
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92 Château Couhins 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Beautifully tight, fresh and crisp, it offers 

refreshing green fruits, fresh acidity and an intense, 
herbaceous aftertaste. It’s structured and its steely 
texture promises a good aging. Drink from 2017. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Château la Garde 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
While displaying strong herbaceous Sauvi-

gnon Blanc flavors, the wine is also rich with fruiti-
ness, offering a delicious series of green fruits fol-
lowed by pineapple and tropical flavors. It’s a wine 
that’s right up front, crisp and bright at the end. 
Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Château Latour-Martillac 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. Steely and tight, it has intense acidity, 

a dense texture and powerful green apple and grape-
fruit flavors. The wine is still finding its way, sug-
gesting considerable potential for long-term aging. 
Drink from 2018. Millésima USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Château Couhins-Lurton 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. This is a fruity wine, fresh and herba-

ceous. Bright crisp apples and citrus flavors are 
tightened by a steely texture that comes through 
strongly. It should develop and fill out, so drink 
from 2016. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

91 Château de Rochemorin 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. Full-bodied herbaceousness is the hall-

mark of this ripe wine. It offers great acidity while 
also having rich yellow and grapefruit fruits. Dense 
with fruits and acidity while also structured, this 
is a wine to age for a few years. Drink from 2017. 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 Château Haut-Bergey 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Generously ripe and creamy, it has layers of 

wood giving way to a beautiful, smooth texture. It’s 
dense and complex, although a crisper citrus ele-
ment gives a fresher side to this broad, rich wine. 
Drink from 2016. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Château Cantelys 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
Tight acidity characterizes this wine. It’s 

fresh, touched by some toastiness and minerality. 
The dominant character is the fresh herbaceous 
character that brings out sliced apple and chive fla-
vors. Attractive now, it will be even better in 2016. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine de la Solitude 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. Made by Domaine de Chevalier for an 

order of nuns, this ripe and rich wine keeps a beau-
tiful sense of proportion. Already delicious, it has 
touches of wood as well as quince and green plum 

fruits. Drink from 2016. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Château de Rouillac 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
A well-balanced ripe wine, fresh with at-

tractive green plum and sliced apricot flavors. The 
texture is smooth and soft, rounded while not losing 
sight of a fresher, crisper character. Attractive now, 
it will be even better in 2015. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Château Gazin Rocquencourt 2012 Pessac-
Léognan. Fresh and very crisp, it’s domi-

nated by herbaceous flavors and tight acidity. Light 
hints of toast are brought out by the bright fruiti-
ness. It’s developing well, lively and aromatic at the 
end. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Château Haut Lagrange 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. For full review see page 13. 

abv: 12% Price: $30 

88 Château de Cruzeau 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
An aromatic wine, it has a rounded texture, 

a spicy character and only light acidity. Very for-
ward and fruity, it’s going to be ready to drink by 
2015. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Château Ferran 2012 Pessac-Léognan. A 
tight and herbaceous wine that is crisp, 

mineral and fresh. It shows a great potential for 
fruitiness, with natural juicy acidity as well as a 
bright, aromatic aftertaste. Drink from 2016. Total 
Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Château Lafargue 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
The wine is rich, showing toast as well as 

apricot and peach flavors. It’s full-blown, right up 
front with fruitiness and rounded texture. Drink 
now. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château le Sartre 2012 Pessac-Léognan. It 
balances a crisp texture against ripe fruiti-

ness. Finely structured, it’s very fresh with herba-
ceous fruits and lively acidity. Drink from 2015. 
Ruby Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Clos Marsalette 2012 Pessac-Léognan. 
White currants and fresh apricots domi-

nate this fruity, fragrant wine. Bright acidity is en-
veloped by the generous texture and touch of toast. 
This rich wine is ready to drink. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Château Lafont Menaut 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. This herbaceous wine is fresh, steely 

and crisp. Bright acidity cuts strongly through the 

lively texture, giving apples, lemon and pink grape-
fruit. Developing fast, it is ready to drink. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Château Luchey-Halde 2012 Pessac-Léog-
nan. Strongly herbaceous, it’s also packed 

with gooseberry and grapefruit flavors. It’s a sharp 
as a knife, very crisp and deliciously fresh, with a 
distinctly mineral aftertaste. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

CÔTES DE BOURG BLANC

87 Closerie du Bailli 2011 Tradition (Côtes de 
Bourg). While this is obviously Sauvignon 

Blanc, it also has some rich creaminess that makes 
it more rounded and rich. The citrus and crisp apple 
flavors are well-integrated into this ripe wine. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

BORDEAUX BLANC

92 Château Bois de Rolland 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Well-balanced, ripe and toasty, it has 

all the elements in the right place. It’s rich, packed 
with spice, apricot and red apple fruits given a 
creamy texture by the wood aging. The wine could 
benefit by waiting until 2015, although it’s delicious 
now. Serge Doré Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

91 Cheval Quancard 2013 Réserve Sauvignon 
Blanc-Sémillon (Bordeaux Blanc). Toasty aro-

mas give a strongly spicy character. They also bring 
out a ripe side to the wine, rounded and rich, full 
of wood and warm fruit flavors. It needs time to 
develop its full potential, so wait until 2016. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

91 Les Hauts de Lagarde 2013 Made From Organi-
cally Grown Grapes (Bordeaux Blanc). For full 

review see page 14. Best Buy. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

90 Château Boisson 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
is a wine with a serious side, its fruitiness 

balanced by a firm steely texture. Apples and lime 
flavors are lined out with minerality, with a chalky 
character as well as intense acidity. It’s a wine to 
keep for a few months, so drink in 2015. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château Saint-Genès 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
While it has no wood aging, the wine dis-

closes attractive caramel and vanilla flavor. Al-
though it has plenty of herbaceousness, it also of-
fers richer apricot and quince flavors that bring out 
a warmer side. Almonds and acidity come together 
well at the end. Wirtz Beverage. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  45

90 Mission St Vincent 2013 Sauvignon (Bor-
deaux Blanc). The wine balances acidity 

and full fruitiness. These show in the lively, fresh 
character as well as the rich apple and pear flavors. 
The end shows more youthful texture, offering the 
chance to hold this wine until 2015. Metrowine Dis-
tribution. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

89 Château Fonfroide 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. A 
crisp and green wine that’s full-bodied and 

rich. It has lively acidity, concentrated apple and 
lemon flavors and a ripe texture. It could well age 
for a few months, so drink from 2015. Advantage 
International. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

89 Château Lamothe-Vincent 2013 Héritage 
(Bordeaux Blanc). While the aromas are all 

about herbaceous fruit, a light touch of wood gives 
the wine a richer edge. Very fruity still and still 
young, it needs a few months to fully integrate the 
toastiness. Laville Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

89 Château Penin 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. A 
round and ripe wine, it’s full of rich fruits 

and with spice from light wood aging. It’s dense and 
developing layers of creaminess and tropical fruits. 
Give it time to reach its potential, so drink from 
2015. Spec’s. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

89 Château Roquefort 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Mint and sage aromas give an instant herbal 

character. That’s balanced by citrus fruits that cut 
through the texture to give great freshness and in-
tense acidity. Drink from 2015. McM Imports. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

88 Château Chaubinet 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
While the wine is rich, it’s also very crisp 

and fruity. Tight acidity and a chalky, steely texture 
are balanced by ripe apples and pink grapefruit. It’s 
a wine for drinking this year, bright and fruity. Me-
trowine Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

88 Château Mezain 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. Crisp 
and deliciously fruity, this is lively and 

bright. Acidity points up the lime and grapefruit 
flavors, leaving a fresh, juicy aftertaste. Drink now 
for maximum pleasure. Advantage International. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

88 Château Roc de Minvielle 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. At this stage, the wine is closed, just 

hinting at its rich, fruity future. It has good acidity 
and a touch of bitter almonds, but the real fruiti-
ness is still to come. Wait until 2015. LVC Las Vegas 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $18 

88 Château Thieuley 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Fruity and attractive now, it features touch-

es of lime, spicy underlay and tight crispness. It’s 
ready to drink, very fresh and fragrant. Southern 
Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

88 Prince de Tabourg 2013 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Bordeaux Blanc). Tight, nervy and mineral, 

this crisp and fruity wine needs a few months to 
develop fully. It’s lively with citrus fruits, an her-
baceous character and steely aftertaste. Eagle Eye 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château de la Vieille Tour 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. The wine is soft, rounded, showing 

light acidity and fresh fruit. Melons and pears dom-
inate the ripe flavors, with a touch of almonds and 
rich aftertaste. Wine Traditions. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

87 Château Goumin 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. It of-
fers weight and richness as well a more nu-

anced herb and green fruit character. Depth of flavor 
shows ripeness, while a crisp, tight aftertaste sug-
gests it could age. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. 
—R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

87 Château Lamothe-Vincent 2013 Intense 
(Bordeaux Blanc). This wine shows a tropi-

cal fruit character, with apricots and mangos laced 
by more citrus and lime acidity. It’s rich, warm and 
round, although at the back a steely tautness pro-
vides balance. Laville Imports. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

87 Closerie du Bailli 2013 Tradition (Bordeaux 
Blanc). Crisp and herbaceous, it has a riper 

background of yellow fruit fleshiness. It’s bright and 
likely to soften and round out into 2015. Misa Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Schröder & Schÿler 2013 Chartron la Fleur 
(Bordeaux Blanc). The wine is tight and 

nervy, very fresh, crisp and citrus dominated. It de-
livers a cool feel and delicious acidity that brings 
out a light character, as well as a bone-dry, mineral 
aftertaste. MS Walker. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $12 

86 Château Bonnet 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. With 
its green, herbal aromas, this wine could 

come from New Zealand. It’s crisp with intense 
gooseberry and packed with citrus and green apple 
flavors. Drink now. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. 
—R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

86 Château du Cros 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Bor-
deaux Blanc). Fresh and lightly fruity, it’s 

crisp and fragrant. With great acidity and a touch 

of herbaceousness, it’s ready to drink. Old Wine Im-
port. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $18 

86 Château la Freynelle 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
White currant aromas give an exotic char-

acter that is confirmed by the spice and ripe apricot 
flavors. Acidity is bright and fresh while the after-
taste moves the wine more to a warmer character. 
Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

86 Château Pierrail 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. In-
tensely herbaceous, this is a crisp, green, 

herbal wine. It’s fragrant, textured and conveys a 
bright acidity. Gooseberry, lime and apple flavors 
are very tight and concentrated. Regal Wine Im-
ports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

86 Château Timberlay 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
The earthy intensity of herbaceous Sau-

vignon leaps out of the glass, giving a wine that’s 
concentrated with citrus and green herbs. It’s crisp 
at the end, with a hint of thyme that gives a peppery 
aftertaste. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $18 

86 Maison Malet Roquefort 2013 Léo de la 
Gaffelière (Bordeaux Blanc). This is tight, 

crisp and herbaceous, dominated by Sauvignon 
Blanc. A mineral character gives a firm texture. It 
needs to age a few months, so drink from 2015. Lu-
neau USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

85 Chai de Bordes 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. A 
bright, light and fruity wine that’s already 

delicious to drink. With lemon and green apple 
fruit, it also has acidity that cuts through the af-
tertaste. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

85 Château Borie de Noaillan 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This herbaceous, classically fruity 

wine is given a push by a touch of spice. It’s bright, 
light, and fresh, with a green aftertaste. It’s ready to 
drink. Delirium Wines. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $12 

85 Château Buisson-Redon 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. The wine is attractively fruity, its 

crispness balanced by round apple and pear flavors 
that give richness. It has a creamy texture, concen-
trated acidity and a finish that brings out lemon and 
lime. Pinnacle International. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

85 Château de Parenchère 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Fruity, and crisp, it has citrus flavors bal-

anced by an intense herbal character. It’s fresh and 
juicy; the acidity gives a bright, lively aftertaste. The 
Vintner Group. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 
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85 Chateau le Grand Verdus 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This is a ripe, fruity wine, its herba-

ceous citrus character well blended with full melon 
and green apple flavors. Already attractive wine, it’s 
full of crisp acidity and lively fruitiness. Petit Pois. 
—R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

85 Vignobles Boissonneau 2013 Vinum Terra 
(Bordeaux Blanc). This is a creamy textured 

wine, its round character pointed up by a citrus 
edge that brings out fruit and a mineral character. 
All these elements make for a balanced wine that’s 
ready to drink. Wine Traditions. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $19 

84 Château des Tourtes 2013 Le Duo (Bordeaux 
Blanc). Toasted almond aromas follow 

through to give this wine a creamy, nutty charac-
ter. There’s vanilla, soft acidity and a final thrust of 
acidity. Lompian Wines. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

84 Château Fayau 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
wine is all about fruitiness, its crisp texture 

merely an aid to the lively acidity and herbaceous 
character. Cool and fresh, it delivers a bright after-
taste of lime juiciness. Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

84 Château Lamothe de Haux 2013 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Fruity and fresh, it’s full of grape-

fruit, lime and green apple flavors. It is crisp and 
ready to drink. Bayfield Importing Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

84 Château Lauduc 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. A 
wine that is bright, fruity and light in char-

acter. The crisp apples and juicy lemon flavors are 
brightly lit by acidity and a hint of a more steely 
texture. Drink now. Bacchus Importers. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

84 Maison Malet Roquefort 2013 L’Instant Bor-
deaux (Bordeaux Blanc). Fresh and lightly 

fruity, this is a crisp and fragrant wine. With great 
acidity and a touch of herbaceousness, it’s ready to 
drink. Luneau USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

84 Schröder & Schÿler 2013 La Croix Barton 
(Bordeaux Blanc). The wine is fruity, crisp 

and herbaceous. Everything is in place for an attrac-
tive, ready-to-drink wine, all fruit and with only a 
light texture. Pearson Wine & Spirit. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

83 Château Magondeau 2013 Bordeaux Blanc. 
A touch of sulfur spoils this wine, subduing 

the citrus fruit and the mineral texture. This should 
blow off, so wait and drink in 2015. Francki Wine. 
—R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

83 Château Roquefort 2013 Roquefortissime 
(Bordeaux Blanc). A mix of toast and mint 

aromas lead to a wine that has a split personality 
between herbal flavors and spicy toast. It doesn’t 
work, its fruit forgotten in the middle. McM Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $22 

ROSÉS

86 Château Tour de Guiet 2013 Rosé de Guiet 
(Bordeaux). Fresh, light and fruity, it has 

ripe strawberry flavors, bright acidity and just 
a touch of caramel. It is full in the mouth, with a 
rounded feel and a soft texture at the end. Misa Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Closerie du Bailli 2013 Tradition Rosé (Bor-
deaux). Very fruity, this is a ripe Merlot-

dominated rosé with some Cabernet Franc. It is 
rounded, smooth, soft at the end with bright and 
crisp acidity. Wild strawberries and a rich aftertaste 
give extra weight. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

BORDEAUX
RED WINES

SAINT-ÉMILION

93 Château Ausone 2011 La Chapelle d’Ausone 
(Saint-Émilion). This complex wine has rich 

tannins and layers of new wood atop dark black ber-
ries. At the same time, it is rounding out well, offer-
ing spice, sweet acidity and a terse freshness that 
is infectious. It’s a very fruity wine for the medium 
term. Drink from 2017. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

91 Château Moulin Saint-Georges 2011 Saint-
Émilion. A powerful wine that has both juicy 

red and black fruit flavors and dense tannins that 
are still dominant. Old vines and dense planting 
have given great concentration and richness. It 
shows touches of new wood aging at this stage, but 
they will integrate. Drink from 2017. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

89 Château Haut-Simard 2011 Saint-Émilion. 
This finely structured wine comes from a 

small 10-acre vineyard. It has power, density as well 
as fresh fruits, a touch of perfume and solid tannins 
at the base. With its dusty structure and ripe fruits, 
it needs to age. Drink from 2017. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Château de Fonbel 2011 Saint-Émilion. This 
rich wine has both open, ripe black fruits 

and the freshness of the vintage. On top, there is 

an extra layer of color and exuberance. It includes 
some Petit Verdot, rare in Saint-Émilion. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Fortin Plaisance 2011 Saint-Émilion. A blend 
of wine from different Saint-Émilion vine-

yards, this is a solid, balanced effort. Rich berry 
fruits are sustained by the underlying dry, tannic 
structure. It is powered by sweet ripe fruits that are 
well finished by the fresh element of acidity. Drink 
from 2015. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château Simard 2011 Saint-Émilion. It has 
attractive acidity and fragrant, juicy fruiti-

ness. Underneath this fruit is a solid structure, fine 
tannins and fresh final acidity. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

86 Château des Landes 2010 Cuvée Prestige 
(Lussac Saint-Émilion). A big, ripe and jam-

my wine made from old vines. There are black plum 
fruits but the wine is dominated by licorice, black 
coffee and wood. It is powerful and very solid. Drink 
from 2017. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

85 Château des Landes 2009 Cuvée Prestige 
(Lussac Saint-Émilion). Bordeaux wine 

should not have high alcohol; it detracts from the 
play between fruit and tannins, as in this wine. It is 
powered by its extracted structure, with flavors of 
bitter chocolate that leave the fruit behind. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

MÉDOC

88 Château Haut Canteloup 2009 Médoc. This 
super-rich wine is dominated by ripe Mer-

lot that is given structure by leaner Cabernet Sau-
vignon. The wine is ripe, full of black plum flavors 
and dark tannins. Touches of licorice and wood ag-
ing flavors give a bitter edge to this powerful wine. 
Drink from 2015. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

87 Les Hauts de Tousquiron 2011 Cuvée Lucie 
(Médoc). This structured, young wine has 

good acidity along with black currant fruitiness and 
firm tannins that need time to soften. The after-
taste, with its lift of freshness is already attractive. 
Drink from 2017. Stephen Augustus Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Monfort-Bellevue 2011 Médoc. This Caber-
net-dominated wine is elegant, structured 

with plenty of black currant and berry fruits that 
give a fresher element. With firm tannins that need 
to soften, it will age. Drink from 2016. Saranty Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 
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85 Château Laffitte Laujac 2011 L de Laffitte 
Laujac (Médoc). This wine is layered with 

wood that has softened the young fruitiness, add-
ing spice and toast. The wine just keeps the right, 
juicy side of being too woody. It should be drunk 
now–2015. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

CÔTES DE BOURG

90 Château Moulin de Guiet 2011 Côtes de 
Bourg. Firm and obviously wood-aged, this 

ripe wine is full of rich black plum fruits that bal-
ance the smoky toasty character. It is dense, a solid 
wine with good potential. Drink from 2017. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Château Pradier 2010 Côtes de Bourg. Dense 
and solid, its black fruits are firmly embed-

ded in the big, dry tannins. It’s powerful, with lay-
ers of acidity that give freshness to this complex, 
ageworthy wine. Drink from 2016. Misa Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Château Fongalan 2010 Côtes de Bourg. The 
wine is rich and still shows firm tannins, 

along with full-bodied blackberry fruitiness and a 
tight, crisp texture. It’s solid and concentrated, full 
of juiciness at the end. Drink from 2016. Misa Im-
ports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Prince de Tabourg 2010 Côtes de Bourg. Ripe 
and smooth, it has a rich wood taste that 

has rounded the berry fruits, giving a mint touch 
along with fresh, juicy acidity. Only towards the 
end do the tannins show more strongly. The wine is 
ready to drink. Eagle Eye Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château Fleur de Plaisance 2012 Côtes de 
Bourg. This wine is already soft, warm and 

attractive. With blackberry fruit, ripe tannins and a 
crisp acidity at the end, it shows a generous nature. 
Drink from 2015. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château Fongalan 2011 Côtes de Bourg. 
Round and velvet smooth, it has blackberry 

fruits that are full in the mouth, giving freshness 
while also making the wine rich and generous. The 
tannins are already well-integrated into this soft 
wine. Drink from 2015. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château Métairie Neuve 2010 Côtes de 
Bourg. A concentrated wine, it’s packed 

with both dark fruits and tannins. A dense struc-
ture contrasts with the fresher black currant fruiti-
ness. Ripe and full-bodied, the wine needs to age. 
Drink from 2016. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

88 Château Peugeais 2012 Côtes de Bourg. This 
rich wine offers spice and black plum fruit 

flavors in equal measure. It’s certainly ripe, but a 
fresher character adds lift. Tannins are already 
well-integrated into this velvet-textured wine. 
Drink from 2017. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Etienne de Tauriac 2011 Côtes de Bourg. This 
wine has both fruitiness and delicious, 

bright acidity. A subtle use of wood creates a firm 
structure under the black currant fruit flavors, giv-
ing a solid base on which to develop. Drink from 
2017. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

87 Château Noblet 2011 Côtes de Bourg. This 
well-balanced wine is both fruity and struc-

tured. It has good acidity, blackberry juice flavors 
and a bright aftertaste. It can be drunk now–2018. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Etienne de Tauriac 2010 Côtes de Bourg. This 
wine is heavily spiced from its wood aging. 

Fresher fruit flavors do come through to give black 
currants, bright acidity as well as firmer fruit struc-
ture. The wine still needs time, so drink from 2016. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Bailli de Bourg 2010 Côtes de Bourg. Ripe 
and jammy, this is a rich wine from a fine 

vintage. The tannins are well-integrated into the 
black fruits, soft texture and juicy plum flavors. 
Drink now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Château Blanchereau 2011 Côtes de Bourg. 
The wine is light, fresh and fruity. Red berry 

flavors come through strongly along with crisp acid-
ity and the lightest touch of tannin. You can’t miss 
the acidity at the end. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Château le Piat 2012 Côtes de Bourg. This 
20-acre estate has produced a firm but 

already attractively ripe wine. It is still young and 
juicy, with black currant flavors dominating. The 
tannins are solid and need a while to soften. Drink 
from 2016. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

86 Château Noblet 2012 Côtes de Bourg. The 
young tannins are keeping the wine dry at 

the moment. But the flavors of black currant fruiti-
ness and fresh acidity promise a bright and fruity 
future. Drink from 2016. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Grand Bourgeau 2012 Côtes de Bourg. A 
firmly tannic wine packed with both toast 

and blackberry fruits. It needs to soften to bring out 

the ripe fruitiness and jammy texture. Drink from 
2015. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

85 Bailli de Bourg 2011 Côtes de Bourg. Fresh 
and fruity, it has ripe blackberries, soft tan-

nins and a fresh aftertaste. It presents an attractive 
smoky character along with vanilla and a rich after-
taste. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

85 Château Blanchereau 2010 Côtes de Bourg. 
For the vintage, this is a surprisingly lean 

wine. Some juicy fruit is still struggling out of the 
very dry tannic shell. Acidity is a dominant charac-
ter of this firm, dry wine. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

85 Château Le Prieuré de Bellegarde 2011 Sélec-
tion (Côtes de Bourg). This light wine offers 

attractive black currant fruitiness. Burnt tannins 
from the wood aging give it a bitter edge, although 
the aftertaste does bring back the freshness of the 
vintage. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Château les Mottes Pradier 2011 Côtes de 
Bourg. This fruity wine is full of juicy red 

berries that are laced with acidity. Hints of wood 
aging stay in the background of this essentially fresh 
and bright wine. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Château Métairie Neuve 2011 Côtes de Bourg. 
Still young and dry, it has an austere, lean 

side that is still a way from being mature. Some 
juiciness gives a fresher potential. Drink from 2016. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

84 Château Haut-Gelineau 2011 Côtes de Bourg. 
The wine does have fruit, but it is masked 

by strong burnt tannins from the wood aging. The 
acidity shows the possibility of red berry fruits ap-
pearing later. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

84 Château Haut-Gelineau 2010 Côtes de Bourg. 
Heavily dominated by wood aging, this wine 

should be showing its fruit by now, but isn’t. It has 
bitterness, layers of spice and smoky wood. Only the 
aftertaste brings some freshness and acidity. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

83 Château Haut-Lansac 2010 Les Moulins du 
Haut-Lansac (Côtes de Bourg). This is a 

spicy wine, soft and open. Its tannins and red berry 
fruits have a diffuse character that takes away the 
focus of the wine. It will age quickly. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 
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BLAYE CÔTES DE BORDEAUX

88 Château Chantemerle 2012 Blaye Côtes de 
Bordeaux. Smoky and toasty, this is a struc-

tured wine. It has layers of black currant fruits, 
fresh acidity as well as firm tannins that overlay the 
juicy fruitiness. It needs to age. Drink from 2016. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Château Gauthier 2011 Blaye Côtes de Bor-
deaux. Firm and dry, it’s packed with as 

much tannin as fruit. It has a dark, structured char-
acter that’s shot through with mint and black cur-
rant flavors. The aftertaste is dense and solid. Drink 
from 2017. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Château Chantemerle 2011 Blaye Côtes de 
Bordeaux. Bright and fruity, it has soft tan-

nins layered with black currant fruitiness and a dry 
core. It’s juicy, ripe and developing well. Drink from 
2016. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château Haut Prieur 2010 Blaye Côtes de 
Bordeaux. The wine is sweet, very rich and 

smooth. Firm tannins are cushioned by the ripe 
berry and red plum fruits to give a spicy wine with 
touches of wood, finishing with pepper from the al-
cohol. Drink from 2017. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

87 Château Haut-Mévret 2010 Tradition (Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux). With some years un-

der its belt, this has become a ripe, full and smooth 
wine. It shows attractive acidity as well as some 
firm tannins, but these fit well into the juicy black 
plum fruits and fresh aftertaste. Drink now. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Château Peyrefaure 2012 Blaye Côtes de Bor-
deaux. The wine is firm, dominated by black 

currant fruit and a strongly tannic character. That 
gives fresh fruitiness that is contained within a sol-
id, structure. The wine will need time to round out. 
Drink from 2017. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Château Seguin 2012 Réserve (Blaye Côtes 
de Bordeaux). This wood-laden wine shows 

more toast than fruit at this stage. It does have 
plenty of blackberry flavors for the future, giving 
texture to the firm structure. Drink from 2016. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 Château Saint-Urbain 2011 Blaye Côtes de 
Bordeaux. This dry wine is strongly domi-

nated by tannins. It is structured, firm and hard-
edged. Without the fresh acidity at the end, it would 
be a tough proposition. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

BORDEAUX

87 Cru de la Maqueline 2012 Bordeaux. The wine 
comes from a small vineyard close to Mar-

gaux, but only with the lowly Bordeaux appellation. 
It is ripe, full and rich, with smooth tannins and an 
approachable character. Red fruits dominate, along 
with wood flavors. The acidity at the end gives a lift. 
Luneau USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

85 Château Chai Neuf 2012 Bordeaux. This 
young, fruity wine is almost ready to drink. 

Attractive black currant acidity and light tannins t 
bring a bite to the natural smoothness of the wine. 
Drink from 2015. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Château Fleur la Forge 2012 Réserve (Bor-
deaux). Firm and structured, this wine 

has strong wood-aging spice and ripe tannins. The 
fruit is suppressed by the toasty wood flavors, but 
it holds hints of black currant fruitiness for the fu-
ture. Drink from 2015. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

85 Closerie du Bailli 2011 Tradition (Bordeaux). 
Ripe and fruity, it does have some weight, 

structure and a smoky character from wood aging. A 
wine with a future, drink from 2016. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

84 Château Cagnas 2012 Bordeaux. This offers 
black currant flavors and firm, stalky tan-

nins. It has acidity, a good juicy character and a dry 
aftertaste. Drink from 2015. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

84 Château La Fleur Beaumont 2011 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. This is a wine that’s on the lean 

side. That gives it structure without enough fruit 
to balance. It is dry, tight and shows black currant 
acidity at the end. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

OTHER RED BORDEAUX

90 Château Tour Saint-Joseph 2012 Haut-Mé-
doc. Attractive mint aromas lead to a wine 

that shows strong wood-aging flavors. These are 
balanced by the ripe black currant fruits and firm 
tannins. Taken together, these have produced a rich 
wine that needs to age. Drink from 2017. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Château Bellevue 2010 Castillon Côtes de 
Bordeaux. This rich wine conveys flavors of 

milk chocolate and ripe black plums. It is smooth, 
velvet-textured and full in the mouth. Acidity and 
firm tannins are a fine supporting cast to the black 

fruit flavors at the end. Drink from 2016. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

87 Château de Paillet-Quancard 2011 Cadillac 
Côtes de Bordeaux. On the slopes above the 

river Garonne, this vineyard has produced a fresh 
and fruity wine. Firm tannins are balanced by the 
intensely young and juicy berry fruit. Wood aging 
rounds the corners of this wine that will be drink-
able from 2015. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

83 Château Cossieu-Coutelin 2011 Saint-Es-
tèphe. A hard, too-toasty wine that is com-

pletely dominated by smoky wood flavors. Whatever 
fruit is there is swamped, only a juicy hint through 
the wine’s weight. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

CROATIA
WHITE WINES

90 Roxanich 2008 Ines in White (Istria). Sure 
to please any wine-geek, this orange wine is 

a blend of seven grapes including Sauvignon Blanc, 
Vermentino, Reisling Italica, Glera, Fruilano, Pinot 
Gris and Pinot Blanc. It’s aged for three years in 
large wooden vats and has aromas of dried nectar-
ine, dried peach, apricot and freshly ground black 
pepper that lead to luscious flavors of apricot nectar 
and honeycomb. Winebow. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $41 

89 Bibich 2010 Lučica Debit (North Dalmatia). 
This Croatian white is made from 100% 

Debit and has aromas of dried apricot, toasted bri-
oche, peach and just a touch of cinnamon in the 
bouquet. The palate is generous, with delightful fla-
vors of white and yellow peaches and fresh apricot 
nectar. It’s aged for 24 months in French oak; 150 
cases produced. Blue Danube Wine Co. —J.J. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

89 Enjingi 2012 Graševina Welschriesling 
(Kutjevo). This medium-straw colored wine 

opens with floral notes of jasmine and honeysuckle. 
On the palate, there’s a strong caramelized apple 
flavor, as well as a hint of floral character in the bal-
anced finish. Vinum USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $15 

89 Enjingi 2006 Rajnski Rizling Kasna Berba 
Suho Riesling (Kutjevo). This white is medi-

um straw colored, with aromas of dried apricot and 
canned peaches. In the mouth, there are lush flavors 
of fresh and dried stone fruits, followed by a clean, 
balanced finish. Vinum USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Bibich 2012 P9 Pošip (North Dalmatia). This 
Croatian white has delightful aromas of 

pineapple, tropical fruits and fresh cut honeycomb. 
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It’s round and generous in the mouth, with flavors 
of guava and lime rind that lead in to the clean, as-
tringent finish. Blue Danube Wine Co. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

88 Bibich 2011 Riserva R5 (North Dalmatia). 
This Croatian white is a blend of Debit, 

Pošip, Marastina, Pinot Grigio and Chardonnay. It 
has heady aromas of dried fruits, fresh peaches and 
buttered toast. There are great flavors of fresh stone 
fruits and black figs in the midpalate, and a pleas-
antly astringent finish. Blue Danube Wine Co. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Carić 2012 Bogdanjuša (Hvar). There’s a top 
note of petrol over crisp aromas of lemon 

and lime rind in this Croatian white made on the is-
land of Hvar. It has flavors of fresh picked apple and 
pear, with a nice level of minerality in the balanced 
finish. Blue Danube Wine Co. —J.J. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $17 

88 Katunar 2012 Kvalitetno Vino Vinogorje 
Zlahtina (Krk). Light yellow in color, this 

has heady aromas of elderflower, white lemon blos-
som and freshly picked basil. There are touches of 
vanilla and honeycomb on the palate, with fresh 
stone fruit flavors. It’s well-balanced, with an ener-
getic acidic finish. Vinum USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

88 Zlatan Otok 2012 Vrhunsko Bijelo Vino Pošip 
(Hvar). This has aromas of Bartlett pear and 

black Mission figs. In the mouth, there are flavors of 
pear, lemon and fresh picked apricots. Vinum USA 
Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Pošip Čara 2012 Pošip (Korcula). Aromas of 
lemon blossom and freshly squeezed lemon 

juice lead to refreshing tropical fruit flavors. The 
finish is crisp and acidic, and it would make a won-
derful pairing with freshly shucked oysters. Vinum 
USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $19 

86 Pošip Čara 2011 Marko Polo Pošip (Korcu-
la). Hailing from Korcula, the birthplace 

of Marco Polo, this Croatian white has aromas of 
lemon preserves and caramelized pineapple. There 
are flavors of dried apricot and vanilla on the entry, 
with a burst of green apple in the midpalate. Vinum 
USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

ROSÉ

89 Trapan 2013 Rubi Rosé (Istria). This rosé is a 
blend of Teran, Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Merlot. It has aromas of red cherries and straw-
berries, and delightful flavors of dried strawberries 
and strawberry ice cream. The finish has a good 

level of acidity, with enough astringency to pair well 
with fresh seafood. Winebow. —J.J. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

ROMANIA
RED WINES

88 Cramele Halewood 2013 La Umbra Merlot 
(Colinele Dobrogei). Black cherry and va-

nilla aromas lead this young Merlot. There are big 
flavors of red plum and cooked black fruits in the 
midpalate, with balanced acidity on the finish. Tri-
Vin Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

88 Cramele Halewood 2013 La Umbra Pinot Noir 
(Dealurile Munteniei). Aromas of cherry, 

raspberry and a whiff of mint lead to flavors of dried 
cherry, raspberry and strawberry in this easy quaff-
ing Pinot Noir. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

87 Cramele Recas 2013 Dreambird Merlot (Re-
cas). This has aromas of vanilla, plum and 

black raspberry. In the mouth, there are ripe fruit 
flavors followed by a wave of tart cherry flavor. Tri-
Vin Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $7 

86 Cramele Halewood 2012 La Umbra Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Dealurile Munteniei). Ruby gar-

net in color, this has aromas of red plums, purple 
flowers and black fruit conserves. There are nice 
bright fruit flavors on the palate, with touches of 
tobacco leaf and tart cherry on the finish. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Cramele Recas 2013 Dreamfish Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Viile Timisului). This young 

Cabernet has aromas of black plum, vanilla and a 
big bowl of freshly picked blackberries. There are 
flavors of black fruits and freshly ground black pep-
per in the midpalate, with good acidity on the finish. 
Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

ROSÉ

88 Cramele Halewood 2013 La Umbra Rosé (Co-
linele Dobrogei). This playful pink has fun 

aromas of cinnamon, red berry and bubble gum that 
lead to flavors of sour cherry and red plum on the 
palate. The finish is big, fruity and generous. Tri-
Vin Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

OTHER EUROPE
BULGARIA

88 Vini 2012 Veni Vidi Vici Pinot Noir (Thracian 
Valley). This dark cherry-red wine has aro-

mas of red plums and dried black plums that flow to 
the palate. An easy drinking wine, with pleasantly 
tart cherry flavors. Bulgarian Master Vintners. Best 
Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Vini 2012 Veni Vidi Vici Merlot (Thracian Val-
ley). This garnet colored wine has aromas 

of red plums and black pepper. There are jammy fla-
vors of ripe cherry and red raspberry on the palate. 
There’s a nice acidic bite and a pleasant touch of as-
tringency on the finish. Bulgarian Master Vintners. 
Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Vini 2012 Veni Vidi Vici Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Thracian Valley). This Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon has aromas of black plum, violet and vanilla 
that pave the way for bright flavors of red plum 
and blackberry on the palate. The tannins are a bit 
chewy, but the long finish is rewarding. Bulgarian 
Master Vintners. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

MACEDONIA

86 Stobi 2011 Žilavka (Tikves). This Macedo-
nian white is bright yellow with green high-

lights. It has great aromas of pineapple juice and 
lemon custard. There are tropical fruit flavors in the 
midpalate, with a touch of creaminess on the finish. 
Winebow. —J.J. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

SERBIA

87 Budimir 2011 Zupska Tamjanika (Župa). This 
Serbian white has notes of fresh cut grass, 

lime peel and mango on the nose, and tropical fruit 
flavors like mango and guava on the palate. The fin-
ish is nice and crisp with good acidity. Winebow. 
—J.J. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $22 

87 Milijan Jelić 2011 Morava (Pocerina). This 
white wine from Serbia has aromas of cara-

melized pineapple and elderflower. It is lively and 
energetic, with flavors of Japanese apple and ripe 
pineapple. Winebow. —J.J. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

86 Budimir 2008 Margus Margi Riesling (Župa). 
This aged Riesling is medium gold colored, 

with pleasant aromas of lemon peel and petrol. It 
is round and generous on the palate, with flavors 
of lemon custard and green olive tapenade. The 
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finish is long, with lingering flavors of lemon pith. 
Winebow. —J.J. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $22 

HUNGARY

89 Sauska 2013 Rosé (Villány). This pale-pink 
rosé has aromas of white flowers and red 

raspberries. It’s a blend of five grapes, predomi-
nantly Kefrankos, Merlot and Syrah. There are fla-
vors of Lady apples, red raspberries and dried cher-
ries before a crisp, clean finish. Opici Wines. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

SLOVENIA

90 Kabaj 2010 Luisa White (Goriska Brda). This 
Slovenian wine is golden straw colored, 

with aromas of white flowers and freshly cut honey-
comb. It is round and opulent, with flavors of apple 
and peach and just a touch of saline minerality. Blue 
Danube Wine Co. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

87 Zajc 2012 Cviček PTP Red (Dolenjska). This 
opens with aromas of sour cherry and red 

raspberry. In the mouth, there are pleasant flavors 
of tart cherry and red raspberry leading up to an as-
tringent yet balanced finish. Vinum USA Inc. Best 
Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 10% Price: $12 

SWITZERLAND

90 Robert Gilliard 2012 Dôle des Monts Pinot 
Noir-Gamay (Valais). A Swiss blend of Pinot 

Noir and Gamay, this delightful wine has aromas of 
mint and black raspberry and flavors of cherry, red 
raspberry, fig and tobacco leaf. The finish is gener-
ous and long lasting. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —J.J. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

89 Château d’Auvernier 2012 Oeil de Perdrix 
Pinot Noir Rosé (Neuchâtel). This salmon-

pink rosé is made from 100% Pinot Noir. It has 
classic aromas of freshly picked cherries and vanilla 
bean. There are flavors of dried cherries and fresh 
cream on the palate that are reminiscent of cherry-
vanilla ice cream, with balanced acidity and a lin-
gering finish. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

AUSTRALIA
SHIRAZ

95 Penfolds 2010 St. Henri Shiraz (South Aus-
tralia). This dense, richly textured wine 

packs in a ton of cassis and blackberry fruit. Yet 
the tannins are firm, the acids crisp. Because this 
wine is matured in old, large oak vats—and hence 

exposed to less oxygen than it would if matured 
in small barrels—it often needs considerable time 
in the bottle to come around. Drink 2016–2025+. 
Treasury Wine Estates. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

95 Penfolds 2009 Grange (South Australia). 
For full review see page 3. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $850 

94 Kay Brothers 2010 Amery Vineyard Block 6 
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). For full review see 

page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

94 Kilikanoon 2010 Attunga 1865 Shiraz (Clare 
Valley). Fruit from 900 of some of the plan-

et’s oldest vines goes into this wine, which gives it 
an interesting link to the past as well as being excel-
lent. Cedary notes frame blueberry and blackberry 
fruit, picking up nuances of menthol, hickory smoke 
and mocha along the way. The supple tannins seem 
to gain grip as you sip, finishing firm enough to sug-
gest cellaring up to 15 years. Old Bridge Cellars. Cel-
lar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $235 

94 Torbreck 2010 RunRig Shiraz-Viognier 
(Barossa Valley). A perplexing wine to 

evaluate, the 2010 RunRig (97% Shiraz and 3% 
Viognier) evolves rapidly once poured, going from 
slightly stewed and overoaked to a wine that shows 
considerable class within 20 minutes or so. Aromas 
and flavors of brown sugar, mocha and roasted meat 
give way to raspberry compote, while the creamy 
texture and supple tannins conceal the wine’s high 
alcohol level with ease. Wine Creek. —J.C. 
abv: 16% Price: $225 

93 Angove 2009 The Medhyk Old Vine Shiraz 
(McLaren Vale). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

93 Château Tanunda 2009 The Château 100 
Year Old Vines Shiraz (Barossa). Full bodied 

and supple, this wine shows an interesting array of 
sensory notes for Barossa Shiraz, with notes rang-
ing from espresso, tar, mint and green peppercorn 
to dark chocolate and blueberry. Finishes long and 
softly dusty, suggesting the ability to age through 
2020, although it’s very drinkable now. Banfi Vint-
ners. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Kilikanoon 2009 Attunga 1865 Shiraz (Clare 
Valley). Looking back at my notes, I may 

have underrated this one a bit, as they’re filled with 
classic descriptors: cedar, toast, vanilla, cassis and 
mint are among the aromas and flavors. It’s full bod-
ied and expansive on the palate, with a long, mouth-
watering finish. Approachable now. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $235 

93 Penfolds 2010 Magill Estate Shiraz (Ad-
elaide). This full-bodied Shiraz features 

ample blueberry and blackberry fruit, embellished 
with lashings of vanilla- and brown sugar-laden 
oak. The tannins are somewhat chewy and the acids 
fresh, suggesting longevity. Finishes long and com-
pelling. Drink now–2025. Treasury Wine Estates. 
Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

92 Cluster M45 2010 Shiraz (Heathcote). This 
joint venture between the Laughton (Jasper 

Hill) and Chapoutier families continues to impress. 
The 2010 is firmly built, with raspberry and boy-
senberry fruit notes supported by hints of mint and 
chocolate. The finish is long and dusty, tinged with 
mocha. It’s approachable now, but should age well 
through 2020, at least. Old Bridge Cellars. Cellar 
Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Cluster M45 2009 Shiraz (Heathcote). Firm 
and crisp, this gives lie to the notion that all 

Australian Shirazes are big-bosomed fruit bombs. 
Blueberry, cracked pepper, espresso and black olive 
flavors are packed onto a solid frame, finishing dry 
and dusty. Give it a couple of years to soften. Drink 
2016–2025. Old Bridge Cellars. Cellar Selection. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Greg Norman Estates 2009 Reserve Shiraz 
(Limestone Coast). This country club favor-

ite is full bodied and slightly warm, but also long 
and finely textured. Aromas of maple syrup, roasted 
meat, spice and floral notes lead the way, followed 
by flavors reminiscent of Asian-marinated beef and 
dark-skinned plums. Drink now–2020. Treasury 
Wine Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

92 Henry’s Drive Vignerons 2009 M Reserve Shi-
raz (Padthaway). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

92 Kilikanoon 2009 The Oracle Shiraz (Clare 
Valley). One of the more backwards 2009 

Shirazes in these tastings, the Oracle only stub-
bornly gives up hints of mint, tar and blackberry. 
It’s full-bodied yet quite drying and austere on the 
palate, where flavors of mocha, plum, blackberry 
and cedar dominate. Long and thickly textured on 
the finish, which bodes well for the cellar. Drink 
2015–2025. Old Bridge Cellars. Cellar Selection. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Winner’s Tank 2009 Velvet Sledgehammer 
Limited Release Shiraz (Langhorne Creek). 

A terrific value, this wine showcases some of Lang-
horne Creek’s attributes: incredibly silky tannins 
and a hint of mint. Blue- and blackberries mingle 
easily, joined by cedar, chocolate and mint shadings 
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in this full-bodied, lush wine. Drink it over the next 
few years. Epicurean Wines. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

90 Wakefield Estate 2009 St. Andrews Single 
Vineyard Release Shiraz (Clare Valley). An 

extremely supple rendering of Shiraz probably best 
enjoyed over the next couple of years, this wine of-
fers a complex blend of the savory and fruity. Mo-
cha, tar and roasted meat notes mingle with mo-
lasses, plums and raspberries before fading on the 
finish. AWDirect. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

GRENACHE

91 Kilikanoon 2009 The Duke Grenache (Clare 
Valley). This is a smooth-textured, medium- 

to full-bodied wine loaded with scents of cedar and 
spice. Red berry fruit emerges on the palate and 
lingers alongside the cedar notes on the long finish. 
Drink now–2020. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

90 Charles Melton 2009 Richelieu Grenache 
(South Australia). After 26 months in 

French oak and additional time in bottle, this is a 
sumptuously silky Grenache. The complex aromas 
hint at roasted meat, vanilla and stewed plum, while 
the flavors follow suit, picking up mocha notes on 
the long, mouthwatering finish. Ready to drink. Epic 
Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

88 Kilikanoon 2009 Prodigal Grenache (Clare 
Valley). This medium-bodied Grenache fea-

tures vanilla and raspberry compote on the nose. 
It’s a smooth, if not particularly textural wine, with 
berry flavors and hints of toast that fall away on the 
finish. Drink now. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

93 Casella 2006 1919 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(South Australia). Despite reaching its 

eighth birthday, this is still an incredibly youthful 
vibrant purple color, with no signs of aging. Aro-
mas and flavors of smoke, toast, black olive, vanilla 
and cassis are what you might expect from a much 
younger wine. The tannins are firm, yet the wine is 
fleshy enough to carry them into a long finish. Drink 
2018–2025. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. Cellar 
Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

92 Château Tanunda 2009 Noble Baron Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Barossa). This intriguing 

effort starts off a bit odd, hinting at scents of ma-
ple syrup, mint and tomato. Thankfully, it quickly 
rights itself, morphing into a complex herbal mé-
lange laced with mocha and plum. There’s a sense of 
restraint to it on the midpalate, but then a surge of 

vibrancy on the long, velvety finish. Ready to drink. 
Banfi Vintners. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

91 Penley Estate 2009 Reserve Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Coonawarra). Despite 

the relatively high alcohol, this comes across as a 
fairly classic Coonawarra Cabernet. Mint accents 
chocolate and cassis, and the wine is full bodied yet 
still seems a bit restrained on the palate. Firm tan-
nins frame the dusty, appropriately drying finish. 
Drink 2016–2025. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

91 Wakefield Estate 2009 The Visionary Limited 
Release Cabernet Sauvignon (Clare Valley). 

The tannins of this refined yet full-bodied Caber-
net come across as sinfully silky in texture, giving 
the wine a sense of softness while still providing 
structure. Smoke, maple syrup and cassis notes 
gracefully intertwine on the nose and palate, then 
end on a long, cedar-laced finish. Drink now–2020. 
AWDirect. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $180 

89 Henry’s Drive Vignerons 2009 The Trial 
of John Montford Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Padthaway). This wine, from a part of the Lime-
stone Coast just north of Coonawarra, hits a couple 
of Cabernet’s stereotypes. While moderately full 
bodied, there’s a dip in intensity on the midpalate. 
While predominantly dark-fruited, it shows some 
weedy, herbal notes as well. It does end positively, 
on notes of chocolate and cassis, with a supple, 
creamy texture. Ready to drink now. Quintessential 
Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

PINOT NOIR

88 Giant Steps 2011 Applejack Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yarra Valley). This crisp, delicate Pi-

not Noir should be consumed over the next few 
years for its elegant cherry and rose petal notes and 
silky tannins. Hints of scorched earth and dry leaves 
add extra interest to the reasonably complex bou-
quet. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

88 Giant Steps 2012 Sexton Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yarra Valley). This is a bit more muscular 

than the other Giant Steps single-vineyard wines, 
so try to hold onto it for another year before crack-
ing the seal. It’s still appropriately light to medium 
in weight, with notes of mushroom, earth and dried 
mint wrapped around dark cherry fruit. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

87 Giant Steps 2012 Applejack Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yarra Valley). Smoky and herbal up-

front, this is a light-bodied wine with silky-soft 
tannins. The flavors are on the savory side, ranging 
from hickory smoke and hung game to dried mint 

and thyme. Worth trying with roasted or braised 
lamb. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

86 Giant Steps 2012 Gladysdale Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yarra Valley). The lightest of the 2012 

single-vineyard Pinot Noirs from Giant Steps, this 
is an almost delicate wine with silky tannins. Notes 
of smoke, earth and mushroom mark the nose, while 
hints of pine boughs impart a slightly medicinal 
edge to the cherry fruit. Drink now. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

RED BLENDS

92 Langmeil 2011 Three Gardens SMG (Barossa). 
The complex herbal aromas of this wine 

suggest something akin to “Australian garrigue,” 
mingling elements like mint, rosemary and thyme. 
That’s all buoyed by ample cherry fruit and a round, 
supple structure. Drink now–2020. Negociants 
USA, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Penfolds 2011 Bin 138 Shiraz-Grenache-Mata-
ro (Barossa). This is a full-bodied, impres-

sively textured example of a traditional Rhône-style 
blend. It’s fruit-forward on the nose and palate, 
driven by notes of black cherries, plums and apri-
cots, but folds in enough black olive and mocha 
shadings to give it a balancing savory edge. Drink 
2015–2023. Treasury Wine Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Rosemount 2011 G-S-M (McLaren Vale). Full-
bodied and lushly textured, this is an impres-

sive effort, especially given the vintage’s challenging 
nature. Slightly resinous herb notes, like rosemary, 
pine and thyme, accent the ample black cherry fruit. 
The blend is 66% Grenache, 28% Shiraz and 6% 
Mourvèdre. Treasury Wine Estates. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

90 John Duval Wines 2011 Plexus G-S-M (Baros-
sa Valley). This wine’s plum, mocha and 

cedar notes are carried by ample body and a silky 
texture. It’s a round, supple blend of 59% Shiraz, 
31% Grenache and 10% Mourvèdre that finishes 
long, reverberating with fresh acids and mocha 
shadings. Drink it over the next several years. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 D’Arenberg 2011 The Stump Jump Grenache-
Shiraz-Mourvèdre (McLaren Vale). For full 

review see page 14. Best Buy. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $13 
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ROSÉ

89 Turkey Flat 2013 Rosé (Barossa Valley). The 
2013 offers the ample body and ripe fruit 

that have made this wine a favorite at Wine Enthu-
siast for more than a decade. It’s a purpose-built 
blend of 81% Grenache, 10% Shiraz, 6% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 3% Dolcetto that the Schulz family 
has been making since 1994. The cherry-berry fruit 
is backed by white chocolate, which gives the wine 
the necessary richness to stand up to grilled meat, 
and citrus, which keeps it refreshing. It’s warm, 
sunny Barossa in a glass. American Estates Wines, 
Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

CHARDONNAY

93 Cullen 2011 Kevin John Chardonnay (Mar-
garet River). Cullen’s Kevin John remains 

one of Australia’s classiest Chardonnays. The 2011 
starts off with delicate scents of toasted almond and 
ripe pear, then develops strident citrus and tropi-
cal-fruit flavors. It’s plump enough in the mouth to 
satisfy while remaining only medium bodied. The 
mouthwatering finish seems to last forever. Drink 
now–2020. Old Bridge Cellars. Cellar Selection. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $109 

92 Penfolds 2011 Yattarna Chardonnay (Tasma-
nia). Sourced entirely from Tasmania, the 

2011 Yattarna shows a richer style than some other 
recent vintages while still retaining exceptional 
freshness and length. Roasted nuts and grilled cit-
rus dominate, and the palate is plump and silky 
in texture. Drink now–2020. Ten cases imported. 
Treasury Wine Estates. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $130 

91 Giant Steps 2011 Arthurs Creek Vineyard Char-
donnay (Yarra Valley). Marked by punchy, 

pineapple and citrus aromas, this is a medium-bod-
ied Chardonnay with ample richness and texture. 
Custard and citrus flavors finish long and mouthwa-
tering. Drink now–2018. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

89 Yeringberg 2011 Chardonnay (Yarra Valley). 
Restrained aromas of roasted sweet corn 

and citrus lead into mild flavors of sweet corn, cit-
rus and melon. This plump, medium-bodied wine 
finishes fully dry and a bit chalky in texture, and 
as good as it is, one wonders what if the grapes had 
gotten just a bit riper. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

88 Heggies Vineyard 2011 Chardonnay (Eden 
Valley). Hints of lemon curd and struck flint 

emerge from they lass, while the palate reveals fla-
vors of apple, pear and citrus. With its pared-back 
flavors and restrained nature, this medium-bodied 

Chardonnay should prove versatile at the table. 
Drink now–2016. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

ARGENTINA
TORRONTÉS

88 Colomé 2013 Torrontés (Calchaquí Valley). 
Pine and other green-leaning aromas blend 

with lychee and exotic soapy scents to lay the path 
for a round palate with tropical flavors of lychee, 
melon and star anise. The finish is full, citrusy and 
generous. Hess Family Wine Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Quara 2013 Estate Bottled Torrontés (Ca-
fayate). Quara makes good, true Cafayate 

Torrontés. Aromas of lychee, citrus, tropical fruits 
and bath oils are vital. This remains solid and clean, 
with upright acidity. Lime, mango, lychee and ba-
nana flavors finish round, with just enough acidity 
to maintain the wine’s character. Drink immediate-
ly. Pampa Beverages LLC. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Trapiche 2013 Broquel Torrontés (Cafayate). 
This is lightly perfumed with green melon, 

lychee and papaya aromas. The palate is middle of 
the road in terms of acidity and snap. Flavors of ly-
chee, peach and nectarine are typical of the variety, 
while the finish is plump and smooth. The Wine 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Fabre Montmayou 2013 Phebus Torrontés 
(Mendoza). Lemon, lychee and a slight oily 

character create a familiar Torrontés bouquet. A 
plump body is balanced by citrusy acidity, while fla-
vors of tangerine, mango, passion fruit and lychee 
finish a touch heavy but vertical. Drink right away. 
Saranty Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Callia 2013 Alta Torrontés (Tulum Valley). 
For full review see page 15. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

86 Finca El Origen 2013 Reserva Torrontés (Sal-
ta). Neutral aromas and a mouthfeel with 

modest lemony acidity set up pithy citrus flavors 
and notes of green melon and lychee. The finish on 
this tropical-tasting wine is creamy and a bit heavy, 
with lime and green banana flavors. Drink right 
away. Carolina Wine Brands USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

86 Terrazas de Los Andes 2013 Reserva Torron-
tés (Salta). Varietally correct aromas of 

white flowers, lychee and tropical fruits feed into 
a plump, creamy palate that’s losing some of the 
steam it probably had when it was bottled. Mel-
on, banana and lychee flavors finish on the heavy, 

creamy side. Drink immediately. Moët Hennessy 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Dominio del Plata 2013 Crios Torrontés (Men-
doza). Slightly oily, gritty aromas match 

wits with melon and lychee scents. The palate is 
propped up by adequate acidity, while flavors of 
melon, orange and lychee are typical and end sweet 
and tropical. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Santa Julia 2013 Tardío Late Harvest Torron-
tés (Mendoza). Grassy, lightly weedy aromas 

set up a palate with sweet citrus and melony fla-
vors. This is sticky and a touch mealy come finishing 
time, with a fleshy, unctuous feel and only modest 
structure and acidity. Winesellers Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 7% Price: $13/500 ml 

84 Finca La Luz 2013 Callejon del Crimen Estate 
Torrontés (Uco Valley). There’s matchstick 

to the nose along with aromas of lychee and tropical 
fruits. This is a bit heavy and creamy on the tongue, 
with sweet, lightly grassy flavors of melon and cit-
rus. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

84 Raffy 2013 Terroir Torrontés (Salta). Lychee 
and tropical fruit aromas are heavy and 

rubbery. Ditto the palate, which weighs in soft. Ge-
neric tropical flavors of lychee and papaya are mel-
low at best and finish with bitterness. USA Wine 
West. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

81 Tres Exilios 2013 Torrontés (Mendoza). Soapy, 
funky aromas feel unfocused, with bland fla-

vors of melon and not much else. It finishes soft. 
Eagle Eye Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

CHARDONNAY

85 Alfredo Roca 2013 Fincas Chardonnay (Men-
doza). Apple and peach aromas are slightly 

waxy and show a spot of petrol. This is citrusy but 
full in body, with flavors of apple, pear, melon and 
citrus. A plump, basic finish is monotone, but clean 
and fruity. Hand Picked Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $12 

85 Salentein 2012 Reserve Chardonnay (Uco 
Valley). Nutty aromas of almond skins and 

walnut aren’t terribly fruity but show some min-
eral cut. The wine is punchy but standard in feel, 
with a mix of citrus and melon flavors. The finish 
tastes nutty and a bit briny. Palm Bay International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

85 Santa Julia 2013 Made with Organic Grapes 
Chardonnay (Mendoza). Waxy, floral white-

fruit aromas are tropical in style. This feels citrusy, 
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with some pulpiness to the texture. Tangerine, or-
ange and nectarine flavors finish tangy and citric, 
with one-dimensional juiciness. Winesellers Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

85 Tapiz 2013 Alta Collection Chardonnay (Men-
doza). Popcorn and butter are the lead aro-

mas, and they give way to dusty baked apple over 
time. This wine feels round, but with just enough 
acidity. Flavors of candy corn, vanilla, spun sugar 
and ripe stone fruits finish sweet and fleshy. Vino 
Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

84 Alamos 2012 Chardonnay (Mendoza). Apple 
and tropical fruit aromas are mild. This 

feels round, creamy and soft, with moderate acidity. 
Flavors of walnut, banana, melon and vanilla finish 
creamy, without much follow through. E & J Gallo. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

84 Region 1 2013 Chardonnay (Mendoza). Trop-
ical fruit and melon aromas are basic but 

friendly. This has a punch-like mouthfeel as well as 
open-knit flavors of orange, nectarine, white grape-
fruit and apple. What it lacks in finesse is made up 
for in fruit. Pampa Beverages LLC. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

84 Verum 2013 Chardonnay (Alto Valle del Río 
Negro). Peach and apple aromas are light. 

Peachy acidity carries the palate toward basic fla-
vors of orange and nectarine, while the finish feels 
healthy but low on flavor and character. Vino Del 
Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $17 

83 Pascual Toso 2013 Estate Bottled Chardon-
nay (Mendoza). Heavy oak scents create a 

popcorn nose that leads to flabby flavors of peach 
and melon. The wine is woody and simple. TGIC Im-
porters. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

83 Septima 2013 Chardonnay (Mendoza). 
Resiny oak aromas drown out peanut brit-

tle and apple notes. This is acidic and briny in the 
mouth, with a cidery complex. Oak and sour apple 
flavors finish chunky, woody and briny. Aveniù 
Brands, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

80 Tres Exilios 2013 Chardonnay (Mendoza). 
Tropical, soapy aromas are yeasty and flat. 

Flavors of lychee and melon have no follow-through 
and finish mealy. Eagle Eye Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

OTHER WHITE WINES

87 Trivento 2013 Amado Sur Torrontés-Viognier-
Chardonnay (Mendoza). Lychee and melon 

aromas are proper for Torrontés. And while this has 
Viognier and Chardonnay in the blend, it’s Torron-
tés that dominates via a spritzy, citrusy mouthfeel 
and flavors of lychee, nectarine and citrus fruits. A 
fresh, lively but simple finish confirms the wine’s 
refreshment potential. Excelsior Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Amalaya 2013 Torrontés-Riesling (Salta). 
Ginger, lemongrass and herbaceous aromas 

precede a zesty, citric palate with sharp acidity. This 
hints at sour lemon and grapefruit flavors while 
bringing in sweeter lime and melon notes. A cleans-
ing, citric finish is tart to sour. 85% Torrontés and 
15% Riesling. Hess Family Wine Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Trivento 2013 Amado Sur Chardonnay-Pinot 
Grigio-Viognier (Mendoza). This is Chardon-

nay with small amounts of Pinot Grigio and Viog-
nier. The nose is nutty, oily and low on fruit. In the 
mouth, it’s racy and citrusy in character. Flavors of 
orange, papaya and passion fruit are basic, while the 
finish is fresh and juicy, with tart flavors. Excelsior 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

81 Region 1 2013 Moscato (Mendoza). Vaguely 
floral aromas precede a sweet, cloying palate 

that tastes candied. Pampa Beverages LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $8 

ROSÉ

82 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2013 Made With 
Organically Grown Grapes Malbec-Cabernet 

Sauvignon Rosé (Tupungato). It’s oxidized and nut-
ty on the nose. The palate is peachy, while flavors of 
nuts, dried-out citrus and baked stone fruits finish 
bland. Domaine Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

82 Domino 2012 The Perfect Play Pink Moscato 
(Mendoza). Sweet and candied on the nose, 

it has a touch of citrus and melon to the flavor pro-
file. It has an okay mouthfeel. DFV Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $7 

MALBEC

93 Terrazas de Los Andes 2008 Single Parcel Los 
Castaños Malbec (Luján de Cuyo). For full re-

view see page 6. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

92 Maal 2011 Bestial Malbec (Mendoza). This 
small-production Malbec offers appealing, 

pure berry and plum aromas. The palate is bright, 
racy and fresh, with spicy berry and cherry flavors 
enveloped in toasty oak. A peppery finish is perfect-
ly balanced. Bestial means “brutal” in Argentina, 
but this is anything but. Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $39 

92 Zolo 2010 Black Malbec (Mendoza). For full 
review see page 8. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

91 Ruca Malen 2010 Kinien Malbec (Mendoza). 
A minerally, crusty bouquet includes hard-

driving berry and cassis aromas. A mouthfilling set 
of tannins and powerful fruit is focused on berry, 
toast, pepper and a stewed note. Finishing flavors 
of cocoa and espresso fold in a leathery note along 
with a lasting beam of bright acidity. Opici Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

91 Terrazas de Los Andes 2008 Single Parcel Los 
Cerexos Malbec (Luján de Cuyo). This mas-

sive, highly concentrated Malbec is now six years 
into its life and it’s still a monster. Toasty, unruly 
aromas of licorice, raisin, leather and crude oil filter 
into a loud palate with heady black-fruit, coconut 
and vanilla flavors. It’s oaky, sinewy and pumped 
full of grabby tannins and acidity. It’s work to get 
through this; easy riders need not apply. Moët Hen-
nessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

90 Clos de Chacras 2010 Gran Estirpe Malbec 
(Mendoza). Lush and ripe, it presents ma-

ple, blackberry, coconut and balsam aromas. The 
palate is big and creamy, with a shock of acidity in 
the midpalate. Coconut and cream flavors are oak-
derived, while blackberry essence gives way to rai-
sin and fig on the finish, which shows a salty, briny 
character. IBESC Wine Distributor. —M.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

90 Doña Paula 2009 Selección de Bodega Mal-
bec (Mendoza). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Rutini 2010 Apartado Gran Malbec (Men-
doza). Brambly, leathery aromas of berry 

fruits, plum and spice set up a high-acid, broad pal-
ate with a strong sense of brightness and electricity. 
Flavors of roasted berries come with raciness and 
notes of spice and chocolate. Things remain zesty 
and bright on the finish, where residual acidity cre-
ates energy to spare. Drink through 2019. Graziano 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

90 Salentein 2012 Reserve Malbec (Uco Valley). 
For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Terrazas de Los Andes 2009 Single Vineyard 
Las Compuertas Malbec (Luján de Cuyo). 

This is extremely ripe and a mirror-reflection of 
2009’s warm conditions. Raisin, prune and cassis 
aromas are soft. The palate is heavy and broad, with 
tannic grip and modest acidity. Prune, raisin, cassis 
and loamy flavors finish chunky. Drink now. Moët 
Hennessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 
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89 Belasco de Baquedano 2011 Swinto Old 
Vine Malbec (Mendoza). Earth, tomato and 

baked black-fruit aromas define the nose on this 
fully ripe wine. In the mouth, it’s rich and immense, 
with soft tannins, mild acidity and a lot of weight. 
Flavors of roasted berry fruits are spicy and savory, 
while the finish is jammy in feel, with a salty flavor. 
Cabernet Corporation. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

89 Doña Paula 2008 Selección de Bodega Mal-
bec (Mendoza). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Familia Cecchin 2009 Made with Organic 
Grapes Oak Malbec (Mendoza). Cherry and 

cassis aromas are mature and not overtly oaky. A 
dense palate is striving to find ideal balance, but 
settles on the slightly flat side. Black cherry and 
plum flavors lead to toast and spice on the finish. 
Drink now. Southern Grapes LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

89 Finca la Celia 2012 Pioneer Reserve Malbec 
(Uco Valley). Jammy, ripe aromas of black-

berry filter toward an intense, concentrated palate 
that’s packing berry, plum, spice and peppery fla-
vors. This is fresh and full-bodied in style, with a 
toasty, dark, slightly salty finish closing it out. Bue-
na Cepa Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Las Moras 2012 Reserva Malbec (San Juan). 
Full, dark berry aromas come with no short-

age of minty oak and toast. The wine is full-bodied, 
ripe and solidly structured. Flavors of boysenberry 
and blackberry come across fresh and juicy, while a 
finish full of minty oak, spice and peppery flavors is 
voluminous and deals lots of kick. The Wine Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Quara 2011 Viña Cabra Corral Single Vineyard 
Malbec (Cafayate). Tomato and herbal aro-

mas rest softly on an earthy, baked bouquet. Stewy, 
herbal flavors of berry and plum finish savory and 
salty, with a lasting roasted aftertaste. Pampa Bev-
erages LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

88 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2012 Grande Re-
serve Malbec (Tupungato). Cherry and plum 

aromas are earthy, gritty and not overly potent. The 
palate is saturated, with the right amount of body 
weight and volume. There’s a blitz of berry and 
black cherry flavors, backed by a finish that’s black 
in nature and shows mild bitter notes of chocolate 
and coffee. Domaine Jean Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

88 Finca La Luz 2012 Callejon del Crimen Gran 
Reserva Malbec (Uco Valley). Raspberry and 

plum aromas start with a resiny oak covering that 
turns foresty and briary with airing. This is raisiny 
and ripe in feel, with a complex mix of berry, fen-

nel and anise flavors. A lush, dense-feeling finish is 
minty and herbal. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

87 Bodega Norton 2012 Barrel Select Malbec 
(Mendoza). Spunky, youthful aromas of 

wild berry and currant are aggressive but fresh in 
style. This is a juicy, forward, bright Malbec with 
boysenberry flavors followed by a short wave of bit-
ter chocolate and toast. It finishes in the same style. 
TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

87 Cielo y Tierra 2009 Don Juan Nahuel Malbec 
(Mendoza). Lean, green and mild, it’s aro-

matically earthy and low on fruit. In the mouth, 
it’s medium-bodied, with herbal, raspberry and red 
plum flavors. Peppery spice, a green note and raw 
heat drive the finish. The Sorting Table. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

87 Puramun 2012 Reserva Malbec (Uco Valley). 
Subtle aromas of minerals, rose petal and 

red berry are not overdone. In the mouth, it has as-
tringency, hard tannins and an overall narrow feel. 
Flavors of raspberry and red plum seem sharp and 
jagged, while oaky mint and heat rise up on the fin-
ish. Give this more bottle time and it may improve. 
Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

86 Jed Wines 2012 Malbec (Uco Valley). Dark 
aromas suggest shoe polish and roasted 

black fruits. This feels rubbery and chunky, while 
the flavor profile includes quick pokes of cherry, 
plum and rubbery berry before a salty-tasting fin-
ish. The Australia-New Zealand Wine Connection. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

86 Ruta 22 2012 Malbec (Patagonia). Red-fruit 
aromas of plum and berry are earthy and 

a bit stalky. The palate is tight, narrow and crisp 
more than flush. Spice, a touch of green herbs and 
then raspberry and plum flavors finish herbal, spicy 
and drying in feel. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

85 Bodega Cuarto Dominio 2013 Lote 44 Malbec 
(Mendoza). Dark plum and berry aromas are 

given a wild side from juniper and pine notes. This 
feels grabby in the mouth, with prune and hickory 
flavors bringing a backing of smoke and clove. A 
toasty, hot finish feels muscular and rubbery. Ter-
lato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2013 Reserve Made 
with Organic Grapes Malbec (Tupungato). 

Spice and smoky oak aromas blend with perfumed 
berry scents and candy in front of an astringent pal-
ate with plum, cherry and smoky aftertones. Dark, 
minty flavors on the finish are matched by hard, 

rubbery tannins. Time in bottle could be a benefit. 
Domaine Jean Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

84 Bodega Cuarto Dominio 2013 Tolentino 
Winemaker’s Selection Malbec (Mendoza). 

Aromas of smoky rubber match damp dark-fruit 
notes. A tannic, tough mouthfeel and cool-green 
flavors of minty blackberry finish with hot notes 
of toast and menthol. Terlato Wines International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

84 Cielo y Tierra 2009 Celador Malbec (Mendo-
za). This herbal wine has grassy plum aro-

mas and a touch of cowhide on the nose. Aggressive 
tannins and sharp acidity run alongside leafy plum 
and raspberry flavors. Chocolaty oak with vanilla 
sweetness helps things along. The Sorting Table. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

84 Cruz Alta 2012 Reserve Malbec (Mendoza). 
Herbal, stalky aromas surround scents of 

asphalt and animal hide as well as generic berry 
notes. A lively palate holds flavors of herbal, leafy 
plum, raw wood and funk, while the finish is tangy 
in feel, with flavors of dry oak and hints of green. 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

84 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2013 Made With 
Organically Grown Grapes Malbec (Tupun-

gato). Earthy, rubbery red-berry aromas lead to a 
hard-drilling palate with fiery cherry flavors and an 
allotment of herbal mint. The hollow finish leaves 
a salty flavor and heat. Domaine Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

83 Anko 2013 Malbec (Mendoza). Stalky, briary 
raspberry aromas set up a tannic palate with 

more burnt bitterness than bright fruit flavors. Tart 
plum and red currant notes are leafy and peppery, 
with heat and burn. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

80 Terrenal 2013 Estate Bottled Malbec (Men-
doza). Candied plum and red berry aromas 

smell like red licorice. Flavors are raisiny, with 
sourness and astringency. Kosher. D’Aquino Italian 
Importing Co. Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $5 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

92 Finca Perdriel 2010 Colección Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Mendoza). This purple-tinted, lush 

wine offers a nose full of ripe berry fruit, while the 
massive body is saturated yet balanced. Potent 
black-fruit flavors offer up some savory spice notes 
for complexity, while the finish is peppery, toasty 
and tannic, but not a driller. Drink through 2019. 
TGIC Importers. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 
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92 Riglos 2011 Las Divas Vineyard Gran Caber-
net Sauvignon (Tupungato). Pure berry and 

cassis aromas gain complexity courtesy of balsam 
wood, spice and light herbal accents. This is full, 
fresh and well balanced; flavors of berry, cassis, 
chocolate and herbs are complex and finish with 
earthy fig and licorice flavors. Drink through 2019. 
Paul Hobbs Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Finca El Origen 2011 Gran Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Uco Valley). For full review see 

page 9. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

91 Finca El Origen 2010 Gran Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Uco Valley). Berry and cassis aro-

mas are spicy and powerful, with integrated oak in 
support. This solid, tough wine features rugged but 
fair tannins. Savory berry, baked notes, leather and 
herbal flavors are very Cabernet-ish, while the finish 
is dry, firm and tannic. Age this until 2017–2022, or 
decant if drinking now. Carolina Wine Brands USA. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

91 Terrazas de Los Andes 2010 Single Vineyard 
Los Aromos Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). 

Aromas of black fruits, herbs and floral hints are a 
little unfocused. This Cab is big in the mouth, with 
chewy tannins and ample richness but also strong 
acidity. Black-fruit flavors include brambly berry 
and cassis, with prominent chocolate and spice 
notes. It finishes tannic, spicy and with energy. 
Drink through 2022. Moët Hennessy USA. Cellar 
Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $58 

90 Durigutti 2011 Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Dry, oaky aromas suggest saw-

dust, hickory smoke and spice along with raspberry 
and cassis. The palate is round but a bit hollow 
in the center. Flavors of jammy berry fruits, black 
cherry and cassis get buried in waves of hickory. It 
finishes creamy, dense and ripe. Drink through 2017. 
Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Ruca Malen 2009 Kinien Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). Initially this smells like 

bell pepper and green bean more than ripe berry 
fruits, but with time in the glass it rounds into 
spicy, herbal form. A tight, reedy palate is bolstered 
by tomatoey acidity, while flavors of herbal rasp-
berry and red currant finish with ripped tannins 
and plenty of residual acidity. Drink through 2024. 
Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

90 Tapiz 2012 Alta Collection Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). For full review see page 

13. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

89 Clos de Chacras 2009 Ereditá Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Mendoza). The nose on this very 

ripe Cab is rubbery, earthy and a touch leafy. In the 
mouth, it’s soft like a pillow, with pudgy tannins. 
Baked black-fruit flavors are accompanied by a dose 
of fudge. The finish is rich and raisiny, with a crème 
de cassis aftertaste. Drink now. IBESC Wine Dis-
tributor. —M.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $29 

89 Zolo 2012 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Open, ripe, clean aromas of 

berry and cassis set up a loaded palate with tons 
of cherry, plum and blackberry flavor. Oaky, subtle 
notes of butter, dry spices and sautéed mushroom 
control the finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

88 Lamadrid 2011 Single Vineyard Reserva 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Agrelo). Immediately 

this smells raisiny, but with time secondary scents 
of cinnamon and Middle Eastern spices come into 
play. The body is soft and extracted, with modest 
acidity. Flavors of baked black fruits, fig paste, choc-
olate and herbs follow the nose, as does a choco-
laty, rich finish. Drink through 2016. Vino Del Sol. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Pascual Toso 2012 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). Candied red-berry aro-

mas are pasty at first, with a twinge of green. In the 
mouth, this is wiry and jammy feeling, with juicy 
acids. Herbal, slightly green flavors of olive, toast 
and berry fruits finish minty and a bit hot. TGIC 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

87 Clos de Chacras 2010 Cavas de Crianza Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). This is a more 

rustic, woody Cabernet than many from Mendoza. 
The nose suggests asphalt, herbs and spice more 
than bright fruit. A tannic yet solid body and flavors 
of coffee, herbs lead to a finish that tastes dry and a 
bit hollow, with coffee and cocoa notes. IBESC Wine 
Distributor. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

87 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2013 Reserve Made 
with Organic Grapes Cabernet Sauvignon (Tu-

pungato). Plum and berry aromas are mildly jammy. 
This is fast moving on the palate, with racy acidity 
pushing berry flavors that veer toward tartness but 
pull back in time. An aggressive finish is also almost 
sour but not, while oaky coffee and bitter chocolate 
flavors wrap it up. Domaine Jean Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

87 Finca La Luz 2012 Callejon del Crimen Gran 
Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon (Uco Valley). 

Saucy, scratchy aromas suggest road tar and com-
post. This wine is wide in feel, with peppery, spicy 
raspberry and plum flavors. A minty, herbal tasting 

finish is neither overbearing nor oaky. Tri-Vin Im-
ports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

87 Michel Torino 2012 Don David Finca La 
Urquiza #8 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cafayate). 

Crusty and showing hard spice notes, this opens 
with staunch aromas. A narrow, pinching palate 
offers herbal, green-leaning flavors of currant and 
briary berry. Oak-based chocolate and herbal fla-
vors finish long and strong. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $23 

86 Alamos 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendo-
za). Herbal black-fruit aromas come with 

a lot of oak. This is full, chunky and meaty in feel, 
with green hints and blackberry flavors appearing 
before a blast of hickory smoke takes over. A high-
toast, slightly bitter finish confirms the strong oaky 
character. E & J Gallo. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2013 Finca Rosa 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Tupungato). Rubbery, 

drawn aromas include smoky black fruits and red 
licorice. A firm, full mouthfeel rings in racy, tangy 
flavors of plum and berry that turn woody, spicy and 
dry on the finish. Domaine Jean Bousquet. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

86 Michel Torino 2013 Cuma Organic Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Cafayate). Earthy, spicy, con-

centrated red-berry aromas give way to a full pal-
ate with spicy, oaky lead flavors and secondary red-
fruit notes. Dry spice and a dusting of chocolate rise 
up on a simple finish. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

86 Salentein 2013 Portillo Estate Bottled Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Uco Valley). For full re-

view see page 15. Best Buy. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

86 Santa Julia 2013 [+] Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Tight, snappy aromas of citric 

red fruit and lemon peel set up a driving, tight pal-
ate with brambly berry, spice and herbal flavors. 
This shows chocolaty oak on the finish and juicy 
acidity that ensures freshness and long-lasting fla-
vor. Winesellers Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 Michel Torino 2013 Coleccion Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Calchaquí Valley). Roasted, earthy 

aromas of herbs and tomato play off red-berry 
scents. This wine is full in body and feel, with 
earthy, baked flavors of red plum and red currant. 
Acidity rises up on the finish, which otherwise 
shows vanilla oak and raw tannins. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 
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85 Valentin Bianchi 2013 Elsa Bianchi Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). Dusty plum, prune 

and leafy notes appear on a plump but somewhat 
flat nose. This is jammy and chunky in feel, with fla-
vors of stewed berry fruits and herbal hints. Syrupy 
notes and a fig character add weight to an oaky fin-
ish. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $12 

84 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2013 Made With 
Organically Grown Grapes Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Tupungato). Dry, leafy, spicy aromas have a 
perfumed accent. A pushy, forward-feeling palate 
houses similar oaky flavors of cherry. On the finish, 
it turns woody, with resiny flavors and drawing tan-
nins. Domaine Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

83 Santa Julia 2013 Made with Organic Grapes 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Berry aro-

mas come in front of a sharp, plummy palate. This 
tastes herbal, spicy and woody, with dry berry fla-
vors that turn tangy, edgy and oaky on the finish. 
Winesellers Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

CABERNET FRANC

88 Verum 2011 Reserva Cabernet Franc (Alto 
Valle del Río Negro). Smooth, earthy, light-

ly herbal aromas are balanced by fresh red-berry 
notes. This feels racy and lean in the mouth, with 
nothing fat or grabby getting in the way of steady 
raspberry, plum and herbal flavors. A note of olive 
and leafy green rises up on the finish. Vino Del Sol. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

RED BLENDS

93 Cheval des Andes 2009 Red (Mendoza). For 
full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

93 Riglos 2011 Gran Corte Las Divas Vineyard 
(Tupungato). For full review see page 6. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Pascual Toso 2011 Magdalena Toso Limited 
32 Barrels Barrancas Vineyards Malbec-Cab-

ernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). This blend of 60% 
Malbec and 40% Cabernet Sauvignon is scratchy 
on the nose, with cola, herb, cedar and tobacco aro-
mas running alongside berry scents. The palate is 
generous, while smoky, wiry red-berry flavors show 
a lot of oak, spice and toast notes. A spicy, peppery 
finish is heavily barrel-influenced. Drink this loaded 
red through 2020. TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $105 

91 Trivento 2011 Amado Sur Malbec-Bonarda-
Syrah (Mendoza). Pure blackberry and 

friendly side aromas of cola, sandalwood and fine 
leather give this blend of Malbec and smaller parts 
of Bonarda and Syrah a classy bouquet. The palate 
is firm and staunch, with tough but manageable 
tannins. Blackberry, spice, fresh herb and tobacco 
flavors finish fresh and under control. Excelsior 
Wines. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Alambrado 2011 Estate Bottled Malbec-
Tempranillo (Mendoza). Leathery blackber-

ry and cherry aromas suggest a touch of Old World 
Tempranillo, which is 40% of the blend along with 
60% Malbec. In the mouth, this is balanced and 
powerful, not over the top. Cherry, cassis and berry 
flavors end with chocolaty oak and controlled tan-
nins. Lionstone International. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

90 Rutini 2010 Encuentro Barrel Blend (Men-
doza). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2011 Ameri Single 
Vineyard (Mendoza). This is one dense, sat-

urated blend of Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah 
and Merlot. The nose is all black fruits and prune, 
while the palate runs deep and dense, but without 
a lot of finesse. Jammy black-fruit and blueberry 
flavors are peppery, while the finish is hulking. It 
shows the heat of its alcohol. Domaine Jean Bous-
quet. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $35 

88 Kaiken 2011 Terroir Series Corte Malbec-
Bonarda-Petit Verdot (Mendoza). Jammy 

cassis, blackberry and foxy aromas define the nose 
on this lush, almost ponderous blend of Malbec, Bo-
narda and Petit Verdot. There’s flatness to the pal-
ate along with flavors of blackbery, plum and dark, 
minty oak. A heavy, grabby finish is bold and volu-
minous. TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Proemio 2011 Grand Reserve Winemaker’s 
Selection (Mendoza). There’s a mix of 

herbal aromas and raisin on this blend of Malbec, 
Merlot, Cab Sauvignon and Syrah. In the mouth, it’s 
edgy and rubbery, with rock-hard tannins. Flavors 
of baked black fruits, tobacco and citrus peel finish 
raw and rubbery. This will need a lot of air and also 
hearty food to show its better side. Pierpont Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

85 Benvenuto de la Serna 2009 Trisagio Mal-
bec-Petit Verdot-Tannat (Uco Valley). In this 

hot vintage, the wine seems narrow and reduced on 
the nose and palate. A collapsed structure shows 
density and jammy flavors of leafy berry, herbs and 
spice. The finish feels spent but offers tobacco and 
earth notes. Cannon Wines Limited. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

CALIFORNIA
WHITE WINES

CHARDONNAY

95 Paul Hobbs 2012 Ellen Lane Estate Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). Sunflower-gold 

in color, this heady, hedonistic Chardonnay brims 
with aromas of toasted brioche, lemon and herb. 
Bright and completely balanced, it invites sip after 
sip until there simply is no more. Concentrated and 
complex it finishes dry, lingering in beautiful layers 
on the tongue. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

95 Paul Hobbs 2012 Richard Dinner Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Mountain). This ex-

quisitely crafted model of balance offers lemon-bar 
meringue and baked pear on the nose before reveal-
ing a tightrope of minerality and lush concentra-
tion on the palate, weighted perfectly against each 
other. Fleshy and delicious, the wine has so much 
fine fruit to offer now it’d be shame to wait, yet it 
will clearly hold onto its beauty with age. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

94 Gary Farrell 2012 Rochioli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $50 

94 Marimar Estate 2011 Don Miguel Vineyard 
Bonita’s Hill Unfiltered Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). For full review see page 5. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

94 Reuling Vineyard 2012 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This gorgeous rendering comes from 

the owners of Reuling Vineyard itself, made famous 
years ago by the likes of Mark Aubert. Here, in wine-
maker Matt Taylor’s hands, the wine recalls orange 
blossom and steely wet stone. Layers of mid-weight 
pear and almond paste deliver aching complexity on 
through the fig-infused finish. This is one to cellar 
2019–2024. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

93 Cattleya 2012 Pratt Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). An all-out California 

Chardonnay in a creamy, plush and fruity style. Bril-
liant yellow gold color foreshadows the ripe pear, 
apple, vanilla and butter aromas. Flavors are com-
plex and layered with almond, fig and cream. Very 
full and soft in texture, it has just enough fresh acid-
ity to keep it lively on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

93 Gary Farrell 2012 Rochioli-Allen Vineyards 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 
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93 Grgich Hills 2011 Paris Tasting Estate Grown 
Chardonnay (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 6. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $91 

93 Red Car 2012 Estate Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Fort Ross-Seaview). This complex, cool-

climate Chardonnay is briny, gamey and floral all at 
the same time. Layered in crisp flavors of lime, fen-
nel and Mandarin orange, it’s almost crisp enough 
to get to grapefruit rind. Still, there’s a lush creami-
ness to the palate that drinks easily and an exiting 
tanginess to the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $58 

93 Testarossa 2012 Fogstone Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). With a nose 

approaching butterscotch but expertly cut with 
acidity and cinnamon spice, this is the best Testa-
rossa single-vineyard Chardonnay of 2012. On the 
palate, there are lovely flavors of salted caramel and 
yellow peach, and the wine manages to be simulta-
neously spicy, sharp and smooth. The finish lingers 
extra long. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

93 Venge 2012 Maldonado Vineyard Dijon 
Clones Chardonnay (Napa Valley). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

92 Gainey 2012 Limited Selection Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). From the Gainey family’s 

Sta. Rita Hills ranch, this begins with aromas of 
buttered popcorn, vanilla, pineapple and crushed 
rocks. Once sipped, golden apple flavors integrate 
superbly with a lime pith tartness and a slight bri-
oche character on the midpalate and finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

92 La Rochelle 2012 Dutton Ranch Morelli Lane 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). Dark 

golden straw in color, this concentrated wine is a 
mix of brioche and lemon custard, balanced in acid-
ity and texture with a layering of oak. In aroma and 
flavor, swirls of butterscotch and vanilla stand out, 
sweetly inviting without over-influencing the wine, 
which finishes lean. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

92 Longoria 2012 Rita’s Crown Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Upfront aromas of buttered din-

ner rolls—which take on a caramel quality with long 
sniff—contrast nicely with lime edges. The wine is 
expansive on the palate, but subtle in flavorings, 
with toasted coconut, balanced acidity and, on the 
finish, toasted marcona almonds. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $50 

92 Paul Hobbs 2012 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). This classic warmer-vintage Char-

donnay exhibits plenty of vanilla custard around a 
core of lemon zest and nectarine, full-bodied yet 
soft and lip-smacking to drink. Balanced with some 

heft, it’s food-friendly, calling out for buttery shell-
fish or paella. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $47 

92 Testarossa 2012 Soberanes Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Another 

single-vineyard wonder from Testarossa, this of-
fers scents of Meyer lemon curd and sea spray. 
Well rounded with a soft mouthfeel, it has flavors 
that hover between ripe fruit and sharp tang, like 
white peaches drizzled with white balsamic vinegar. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Anaba 2011 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). For 
full review see page 8. 

abv: 14% Price: $28 

91 Charles Heintz 2012 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). From the esteemed grower behind 

many a famous Sonoma Coast Chardonnay, this 
estate wine is golden colored and intoxicatingly in-
viting in layers of baked apple, lemon verbena and 
orange blossom. A toasty subnote gives the impres-
sion of voluptuousness in this otherwise lean and 
lovely wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

91 Comartin 2012 Chardonnay (Santa Cruz 
Mountains). White flower perfume and rain-

soaked concrete scents make an interesting and ap-
pealing nose on this wine from the summits of the 
Santa Cruz Mountains. There is tight, barely ripe 
nectarine on the palate and a bright freshness, mak-
ing it a perfect partner for shellfish or counterpoint 
to aged cheese. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

91 Cuvaison 2012 Kite Tail Chardonnay (Carne-
ros). From an organically-farmed hillside 

vineyard planted to the Old Wente clone, this white 
is expressive in oak and intense aromas and flavors 
of delicate pear, peach and lime. Made in a fuller, 
creamy style, it’s balanced in acidity with a crisp-
ness to the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

91 Fog Crest 2010 Elevage Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). This crisp, mid-weight Char-

donnay reveals classic Russian River Valley layers 
of Gravenstein apple and lemon custard. It derives 
keen minerality from its estate-farmed vineyard 
rooted in Goldridge soils. Pair with Dungeness crab 
dipped in butter. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

91 La Montagne 2013 Huber Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). It conveys Asian influ-

ences, with lemongrass leading the nose alongside 
chalkiness, lemon curd and soft peach. Those ele-
ments power the palate too, with lemongrass, Thai 
basil and coconut milk framed by yellow grapefruit 
acidity and Chinese spice. Serve with pho. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $42 

91 Lava Cap 2012 Battonage Chardonnay (El Do-
rado). Rich but subtle, this medium-bodied 

wine is not overtly fruity or oaky, but blends com-
plex nuances in an attractive and compelling way. 
The term “battonage” refers to stirring the lees 
while the wine ages in barrels or tanks, which can 
enhance the creamy texture. It smells like vanilla 
and nutmeg, and tastes creamy and buttery backed 
by ripe apple and a touch of lemon. It feels rich in 
texture, elegant rather than bold. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $18 

91 Saracina 2013 Unoaked Chardonnay (Men-
docino County). For full review see page 10. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

90 Bacio Divino 2012 Lucie Dutton Ranch Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). Fuller in 

style, it’s richly textured, creamy and as juicy-sweet 
as a tree-ripened apple. Honeysuckle and lilac add 
aromatic adornment. The finish is clean and bright, 
a good example of Dutton Ranch in an exuberant 
year. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Chamisal Vineyards 2012 Estate Chardon-
nay (Edna Valley). There’s a bit of limestone 

on the brisk nose of this wine from vines planted 
in 1973, but the real kicker is the unique red apple 
characteristics. Once sipped, it’s soft and light but 
flavorful, with tart pear, citrus zest and a bit of Gala 
apple. Pair with grilled salmon or roasted pork. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

90 Saintsbury 2012 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
Lemony and balanced in oak, it reveals 

ripe Asian pear, creamy vanilla and a swirl of tof-
fee. Medium bodied and smooth on the palate, it 
features buoyant acidity. It’s ideal for pairing with 
roast chicken or meat topped with an apple chut-
ney. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Trione 2011 River Road Ranch Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 13. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

89 Dolin 2011 Estate Chardonnay (Los Angeles 
County). This wine hails from what’s soon 

to be a new Malibu appellation, which Elliott Dolin 
has championed. It tastes a bit older than its vin-
tage, with a marshmallow nuttiness and candied 
mango on the nose. Piña colada flavors of coconut 
and pineapple accompany a tad of butterscotch. It’s 
definitely for fans of aged Chardonnays, and is peak-
ing now. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $39 

89 Joullian 2012 Chardonnay (Monterey). Very 
classic Chardonnay aromas of toasted ha-

zelnut and pineapple come off of this wine, which 
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is from the Highlands, Sleep Hollow, and RogerRose 
vineyards. On the palate, which has nicely balanced 
acidity, there are flavors of lemon meringue and and 
warmer guava troplicality as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

89 Longoria 2012 Cuvee Diana Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). The complex nose blends 

white and yellow flowers with bay leaf and willow 
bark. It’s light on the palate, with emerging nectar-
ine flavors and a tad of bitterness and tannins on 
the finish. It’s tight, but appealing. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $40 

89 Pull 2012 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). This 
wine from Broken Earth Winery—which 

took over the longtime EOS property a few years 
ago—stands up tall against much pricier bottles, 
with lemonade, apple cider and stargazer lily on the 
nose. There is tropicality on the palate character-
ized by ripe papaya as well as fermented apricot, 
roasted carrot and white flower essence. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

89 Ridge 2012 Estate Monte Bello Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Cruz Mountains). On the 

elegant nose of this wine from an historic vineyard, 
dainty and yet piercing aromas range from brisk 
chalkiness to crushed spearmint. It’s supple and 
light on the palate, with very fragrant apples and a 
yeasty, saison-like finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Rodney Strong 2012 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). This wine exhibits all the posi-

tive attributes of barrel fermentation —a fullness 
of aroma, creamy texture and layers of complexity 
not often found at this price point. While there’s a 
taste of richness the wine actually drinks lean, an 
exploration of Gravenstein apple and pear between 
swipes of lemon curd on toast. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Toad Hollow 2012 Francine’s Selection Char-
donnay (Mendocino). One of the original 

unoaked California Chardonnays, it’s fresh, fruity, 
clean and perhaps better than ever. It smells and 
tastes like ripe apple, lemon and a hint of pineap-
ple. The balance of moderate ripeness and mouth-
cleansing acidity is right on the money. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

88 Alma Rosa 2011 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). There’s a lot happening on nose of 

this wine from Sta. Rita Hills pioneer Richard San-
ford’s recently rejuvenated Alma Rosa label. Aromas 
suggest light butterscotch, baked pear, fresh pluot 
and jasmine. Once sipped, the flavors don’t live 
up to the aromatic promise, but apple, pear and a 
sharper tangerine rind round out the flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.06% Price: $18 

88 Balletto 2013 Teresa’s Unoaked Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). High-toned aromat-

ics precede a light, lean palate, with a jolt of tingling 

acidity polished around a medium-weight body. 
There’s a hint of wet stone and spice to the finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Broken Earth 2012 Estate Chardonnay (Paso 
Robles). There’s slight peach, candied 

lemon, honey and just opened orange-colored rose 
aromas on the nose. The wine’s mouthfeel is very 
full and even, with pineapple flavors prominent and 
a slight herbal twist of anise on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Chamisal Vineyards 2013 Stainless Char-
donnay (Central Coast). Light, bright and 

refreshing, it offers pear spritzer, lime zest and a 
hint of guava on the nose, followed by citrus rind, 
light papaya and apple juice on the palate. It makes a 
nice bridge between the richness of Chardonnay and 
crispness of Sauvignon Blanc. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Clos du Val 2012 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
Full-bodied and resplendent in ripe apple 

and brioche, this well-crafted wine is layered and 
smooth. It would pair well with grilled salmon or 
herb-roasted chicken. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

88 Cuvaison 2012 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This longtime Carneros pro-

ducer sources from dozens of its own blocks to put 
together this estate Chardonnay. Intense in floral 
aromas as well as peach and lemon, it’s dusted only 
slightly in clove and a light barrel imprint. Bright 
on the tongue and on the finish, it’s a food-friendly 
wine that will complement. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Daniel Gehrs 2012 Limited Selection Char-
donnay (Central Coast). Bright orange juice, 

dill herbs and a slight whiff of vanilla bean lead the 
aromas on this un-oaked Chard. On the palate, fla-
vors of apple cider come with a wash of fresh lime 
juice on the back end. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Deep Sea 2012 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). A complex nose emerges as this 

wine opens up with chalk, soda, lemon and lime 
pith. The scents go well with the ocean breezes at 
Deep Sea’s tasting room on Santa Barbara’s wharf. 
It’s lean on the palate, with lime throughout and a 
bit of papaya on the end. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $22 

88 Fog Crest 2011 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). Fuller in style, it boasts layers of 

coconut cream pie, fig and honey, with a swirl of 
vanilla lurking in there too. Mineral-rich, the fin-
ish revisits the creamy, baked fruit theme, lush and 
generous. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

88 Kendall-Jackson 2013 Avant Chardonnay 
(California). This unoaked Chardonnay 

represents its genera beautifully. It has fresh apple 
aromas with a hint of honey, just-ripe pear flavors, 
good acidity and a relaxed texture. Very refreshing, 
bright and easy to enjoy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Peter Paul Wines 2011 Bacigalupi Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). Old 

Wente clones drive the richness of this wine, a mix 
of lemon, oak and fennel, with a touch of spice on 
the finish. A waft of buttered popcorn invites in-
trigue aromatically, developing into creaminess on 
the body. Bacigalupi has a history of famous Char-
donnay, having provided grapes for Chateau Mon-
telena’s winning Chardonnay in the 1976 Paris Tast-
ing. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

87 Benziger 2012 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coun-
ty). Lovely and aromatic, it’s made in large 

enough quantities to be easily found. Lemon curd 
and orange blossom pop out first, followed by a soft, 
minerally midpalate and an intense finish of citrus. 
A good white to stock up on for a myriad of occa-
sions. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Decoy 2012 Chardonnay (Sonoma County). 
This crisp, clean Chardonnay is a good find 

for $20. Fruity with a suggestive note of caramel on 
the nose, it delivers a taste of citrus and green apple 
on the palate that evolves into a satisfying finish 
that’s entirely tropical. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 La Crema 2012 Chardonnay (Los Carneros). 
This is an expansive, fuller-style of Char-

donnay from windswept Carneros. Juicy in apple 
and Meyer lemon, it’s softly textured, with a pro-
nounced richness in aroma, evocative of earthy oak 
and petrol. Mouthfilling and creamy, it finishes with 
a taste of crème caramel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Layer Cake 2012 Chardonnay (Central Coast). 
With a motto of “affordable luxury,” Layer 

Cake sources Chardonnay fruit from the fringes of 
pricey appellations. In this case it draws from Mon-
terey County vineyards near the Santa Lucia High-
lands and Santa Barbara County vineyard between 
the Santa Maria Valley and the Sta. Rita Hills. The 
results are solid for the price, with expressive aro-
mas of honeydew and vanilla soda, and a palate of 
juicy melon and toasted oak. It is slightly boozy, so 
very much in the cocktail style, and is not for those 
afraid of oak. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $13 

87 Testarossa 2012 Dos Rubios Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Wet slate 

minerality leads the brisk, tightly wound nose. On 
the palate, the wine is a bit perfumed, at least for 
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how tight the nose is, with elements of crisp apple, 
pear and a touch of nectarine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

87 Three Knights 2012 Chardonnay (Russian Riv-
er Valley). Meyer lemon pervades this wine, 

from the first aroma to the lingering finish. Rich and 
mouthfilling, there’s toffee and butterscotch too. It 
shows the sweeter, more dessert-assortment side of 
Chardonnay, along with plenty of zesty apple and 
pear fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

87 VinRoc 2012 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
There’s very little oak influence apparent 

in this wine that offers lean acidity and high-toned 
layers of citrus fruit. It could be served similarly to 
a Sauvignon Blanc, ready to be paired with fresh-
caught oysters or clams. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

86 Foppiano 2012 Estate Bottled Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This wine has over-

lapping personalities. One drips richly in vanilla 
and honey, while the other is lemony tart and elec-
tric in acidity. They commingle on the finish, and 
will clearly decide whether to get along or part over 
time. Give the wine a good swirl. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

86 Girard 2012 Chardonnay (Russian River Val-
ley). Steely yet somewhat sweet, it offers a 

richness of baked apple and pear amid midweight 
layers of softened tannins. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

86 Verde Sole 2013 Chardonnay (Sierra Foot-
hills). A well-behaved 100% Chardonnay 

fermented in stainless steel, it had no malolactic 
conversion to add a buttery quality. Smooth-tex-
tured and medium-bodied, it’s filled out by mod-
erate pear and apple flavors accented with hints of 
white pepper, fig and vanilla. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $17 

85 Still Waters 2013 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). 
This young Chardonnay packs an overpow-

ering array of scents and flavors, and it may get 
better if they mellow over time. The nose offers 
grapefruit, guava and vanilla, while the palate is 
dominated by canned pears. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

VIOGNIER

91 Sensorium 2012 MdR Vineyard Viognier (Paso 
Robles). Orange marmalade, lemon meringue 

and warm melon aromas open this wine from the 
cool Templeton Gap area southeast of Paso Robles. 
The flavors show off the brighter elements of the 
grape, with caramelized pear giving way to slate in 
the midpalate and a nicely bitter finish of orange 
peel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

89 Imagery 2013 Pratt Vineyard Viognier (Rus-
sian River Valley). Steely, it bursts with wet 

stone, jasmine and lemon aromas, the body quite 
full yet mellowed by effervescent minerality. High-
lights include layers of melon and pear. It would 
pair well with citrus-based salads or meats sea-
soned with citrus zest. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $29 

88 Lucas & Lewellen 2013 Estate Viognier 
(Santa Barbara County). Light and brigh, it 

comes from tSanta Barbara County grape-growing 
pioneer Louis Lucas. Aromas of orange juice, pas-
sionfruit and sugared grapefruit peel create a strong 
introduction. On the floral-laced palate, pear cider 
and night jasmine flavors make for a solid sipper if 
not particularly complex. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Materra 2013 Estate Grown Viognier (Oak 
Knoll). Floral and pretty in ripe peach and 

pineapple/mango, it unwinds with a finish of va-
nilla. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

87 Still Waters 2012 Still Waters Vineyards Viog-
nier (Paso Robles). Honey, toasted almonds 

and lemon slushie aromas are present on the nose 
of this Viognier from the El Pomar district. A very 
smoky element on the palate is a bit overbearing 
alongside the caramel, vanilla and other oak-driven 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

87 Tolosa 2013 Tolsosa Vineyard Estate Viog-
nier (Edna Valley). Quite pale, it offers fresh 

scents of limeade and honey on the nose, yet it is 
surprisingly viscous on the palate, where more hon-
ey teams with guava. A tiny bit of chalkiness stops 
it from being cloying. Pair with pan-fried trout or 
poached salmon. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Novy 2013 Sunny View Vineyard Viognier 
(Russian River Valley). A 100% Viognier 

that’s heady in ripe pit fruit, mostly sweet peach, 
and accented in nutty, floral aromas. It’s full-bodied 
and robust, with tannins that are soft and juicy. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $25 

86 Wattle Creek 2012 Viognier (Alexander Val-
ley). Fermented in stainless steel, this 

medium-bodied wine is supple in nutty pear and 
fig, as well as viscous in honey. Serve chilled with 
chicken-lemongrass banh mi. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

92 Brander 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Fred Brander and winemaker Fa-

bian Bravo study Sauvignon Blanc through several 
bottlings each year, but this Santa Ynez Valley ap-

pellation cuvee is an early favorite for 2013. Delicate 
flinty notes on the nose are bolstered with honey 
dew and apple. The palate leads with a lot of zing 
that evolves into flavors of kiwi and pear, with 
a slightly buttery, almost vanilla finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $16 

92 Robert Mondavi 2012 Fumé Blanc (Oakville). 
For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Hall 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $24 

91 Joullian 2013 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (Mon-
terey). Tropical scents of guava and cheri-

moya with the mineral edge of concrete lead the 
aromatics on this Carmel Valley wine. Sharp acidity 
at first sip massages into softness soon afterward, 
upholding the nose’s rocky promise as well as deliv-
ering lime-zest tang throughout. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

91 Saracina 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino 
County). Tasty and tangy, it brings together 

fresh citrus and herbal aromas, crisp grapefruit and 
green apple flavors in a well-balanced, medium-
bodied package. The texture is lively and the finish 
is fresh. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $23 

91 Still Waters 2012 Still Waters Vineyards Sau-
vignon Blanc (Paso Robles). Banana blends 

with cut grass for a tropical-meets-traditional take. 
On the palate, the wine is very soft, reminiscent of 
pineapple-flavored whipped cream, and there is a 
nice touch of smoke as well. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

90 Alta Maria 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa 
Barbara County). Aromas recall freshly 

chopped herbs such as thyme and parsley, with a 
very likable hint of pine tar as well. That mix of tree 
resin and Italian herbs comes through on the palate 
too, making for a flavorful and stand-out wine. Cel-
lar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Apsara 2013 River’s Reach Sauvignon Blanc 
(Rutherford). Fresh and fruity this is a 

fuller style of Sauvignon Blanc with 10% Sémillon 
blended in, whole-cluster pressed, and barrel-fer-
mented in neutral oak. It offers tingling acidity and 
a briny mouthfeel amidst highlights of apricot and 
savory herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

90 Black Stallion 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $26 
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90 Charles Krug 2013 Estate Bottled Sauvignon 
Blanc (St. Helena). For full review see page 

10. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

90 Dancing Bull 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 14. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.3% Price: $12 

90 Frog’s Leap 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Ruther-
ford). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 12.4% Price: $22 

90 MacLaren 2013 Lee’s Sauvignon Blanc (Dry 
Creek Valley). Winemaker Steve Law, a 

specialist in cool-climate Syrah, offers a barrel-fer-
mented and barrel-aged Sauv Blanc named for his 
mom. It’s completely herbal, dry, savory and com-
plex, yet deliciously sippable. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $25 

90 Sevtap 2012 Istanbul Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Istanbul native Ertu-

grul “Art” Sevtap is former underwater oil worker 
and wine tour guide who started his own label in 
2008 and makes a passion-driven line of wines. 
This Sauvignon Blanc, named after his hometown, 
offers nicely rounded melon aromas with saffron, 
toasted herbs and spiced nuts, scents which are 
pleasing if not varietally typical. The amazing nose 
goes a tad flat on the palate, where nuttiness over-
whelms the acidity. But it’s soft and massaging to 
the mouth, and would make great partner for a 
croque monsieur. —M.K. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $25 

90 St. Supéry 2012 Dollarhide Estate Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

89 Brander 2012 Au Naturel Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). A brilliant pairing for 

chilled oysters, this age-worthy wine from Fred 
Brander offers traditional green grass and feline 
notes on the nose. There’s refreshing tartness when 
sipped, with apple and dill flavors upheld by a min-
erally backbone. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

89 Brander 2012 Cuvée Nicolas Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). The pungent grassy 

elements of these aromas are nicely rounded, with 
sour apple candy and hoppy herbals. On the palate, 
there is apple cider and bright citrus as well as a 
slightly savory note of herb butter, thanks to the 
25% Sémillon. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

89 Broman 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Val-
ley). Stainless-steel fermented, this crisp, 

floral white is defined by minerality and an un-
derpinning of herb. With a heft to the palate, its 

balanced acidity is complemented by a richness of 
tone. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

89 Castle Rock 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Men-
docino County). For full review see page 14. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

89 Rancho Sisquoc 3013 Flood Family Vineyards 
Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Barbara County). 

Aromas of sautéed pears, apple sauce, pineapple 
candy and tarragon make for an intriguing entry 
into this wine from Rancho Sisquoc, whose label 
features a nearby chapel built in 1875. It’s well-
rounded on the palate, with steely flavors, a sharp 
greenness and toasted almond on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $16 

89 Shared Notes 2012 Les Pierres Qui Decident 
(Russian River Valley). A rare style of Cali-

fornia white, this is made from 100% Sauvignon 
Blanc, but is not labeled that way. Striking smoky, 
white-pepper aromas and aggressive dried herb fla-
vors jangle with apparent oak character. The combi-
nation of sharp acidity and soothing body begins to 
come together on the finish. It needs time to mellow 
and may improve after 2015. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

89 The Girls in the Vineyard 2013 Rooster Vine-
yard Sauvignon Blanc (Lake County). It mar-

ries subdued but exotic aromas and flavors of lime, 
fennel and melon with an ultra-smooth texture, 
showing a sophisticated facet of this variety. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Tolosa 2013 Tolsosa Vineyard Estate Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Edna Valley). White rocks and 

green bell pepper aromas take centerstage on this 
somewhat rare Sauvignon Blanc from Edna Valley, 
which usually focuses on Pinot Noir and Chardon-
nay. Those bell peppers carry into the palate along-
side a round melon presence and the savory contri-
bution of dried herbs. Try with chile verde. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

88 Clos du Lac 2013 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Amador County). Thirst-quenching, 

lean and tangy, it would make a good match with 
shucked oysters. It shows lemon and green apple 
aromas, plus fresh and crisp citrus flavors. Medium 
in body, the texture is pleasantly lean while the fin-
ish is refreshing. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $10 

88 Groth 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
Dry, savory and richly steeped in oak, this 

SB has the markings of whole-cluster pressing and 
3% Sémillon blended in, along with an inviting flo-
ral hum on the nose. The taste leans toward peach 
and grapefruit, zesty and alive. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

88 Horse & Plow 2013 Preston Vineyards Sau-
vignon Blanc (Dry Creek Valley). Made with 

organically grown grapes, it features a levity of cit-
rus at its heart, a celebration of crisp grapefruit and 
lime. Dry and midweight, it has texture and a pleas-
ant, long-lasting finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

88 Robert Mondavi 2012 Fumé Blanc (Napa Val-
ley). Inviting in tropical aromas of guava 

and pineapple, it smells sweet but drinks dry, bal-
anced in melon and high-toned citrus, just a hint of 
grass on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 St. Supéry 2013 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Bartholomew Park 2013 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County-Napa County). From So-

noma and Napa-grown grapes, this white combines 
fresh peach and apricot flavor with a taste of grape-
fruit and fresh-squeezed lime. Through the middle 
it veers into vanilla and tropical swirls, before fin-
ishing crisp. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $24 

87 Benziger 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). Apple aromas and flavors character-

ize this medium-bodied wine. It tastes concentrat-
ed, focused, bracing and fresh. The texture is lean 
and crisp, with enough body to add some richness 
on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Happy Canyon Vineyard 2012 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). This 

vintage of the winery’s Sauvignon Blanc doesn’t 
reflect the tropicality that’s started to define the 
region. It has more warmth to the nose than the 
grassy pungency common elsewhere, but the stron-
ger differences are on the palate, with cooked apple, 
squeezed lemon and a brisk acidity, though not a 
particularly long finish. Altogether, this is a mellow, 
subdued wine. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

87 Joseph Carr 2012 Josh Cellars Sauvignon 
Blanc (Sonoma County). Creamy, balanced 

and tropical, it’s a bang-up deal for the quality. 
Deeply layered in fig and vanilla, it offers sweet aro-
mas of honeysuckle on the nose. Stock up for par-
ties or all your midweek meals. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Kendall-Jackson 2013 Avant Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). Fresh, lively and brimming over 

with fruit flavor, from lemon to lime to peach. The 
appearance is light gold, the aromas are very imme-
diate and effusive, the texture tangy and the finish 
light with a hint of sweetness. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 
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87 Steven Kent 2013 Lola Sauvignon Blanc 
(Livermore Valley). A bold white wine, it 

smells and tastes like grapefruit, canteloupe and 
very crisp apples. It has a fresh, acidic texture that 
cleans the palate and makes the mouth water, but 
wraps in enough richness for good balance. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

86 Berryessa Gap 2013 Horseshoe Vineyard 
Sauvignon Blanc (Yolo County). A light 

straw color, bright fruit aromas and a dot of sweet-
ness paint the picture of an easy-drinking refresher. 
The bracing grapefruit and green apple aromas and 
flavors are attractive and pleasurable. It’s medium-
bodied, crisp in balance and slightly soft on the fin-
ish. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Francis Ford Coppola 2013 Diamond Collec-
tion Yellow Label Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-

fornia). This smooth wine has plenty of varietal 
character, from the grassy, citrus-like aromas to the 
lemon and green-apple flavors. Balanced and flavor-
ful, it should pair well with seafood, goat cheese and 
other food choices. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Graziano 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino 
County). Herbaceous in flavor and firm in 

texture, it brings a freshness and tang with plenty 
of acidity to perk up fish, shellfish or chicken like a 
squeeze of fresh lemon. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Robert John 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). This austere wine tastes lean with 

a touch of wax, honeysuckle and apple. Creamy sea-
food will coax out its soft and subtle nature. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

85 Brander 2012 Mesa Verde Vineyard Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). Fans of 

sharply scented Sauvignon Blancs will be happy 
with this bottling, which features a strong nose of 
green pear skin and freshly cut lawn. It is fairly flat 
upon sipping, though, with a bit of Granny Smith 
apple tang and faint lemongrass. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $22 

85 Rutherford Ranch 2013 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Flowery in aroma, this dry, 

balanced wine offers ripe flavors of melon and a 
touch of barrel.The finishis fleshy but abbreviated. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

84 Indigené 2012 Estate Sauvignon Blanc (Car-
mel Valley). The nose on this slightly cloudy 

wine is ruled by lemon-lime soda and chalky candy, 
which is interesting but one-dimensional. It’s easy 
to drink and smooth enough, with a slight green 
apple skin tartness, but somewhat flat on the pal-
ate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

91 Landmark 2013 Pinot Gris (Russian River Val-
ley). Sourced from the Hop Kiln Vineyard on 

Westside Road, this crisp, creamy white is seduc-
tive and balanced, a refreshing sip of white peach 
and almond. Aromatic in honeysuckle and orange 
blossom, it leaves a suggestion of exotic spice on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

88 Bargetto 2013 Pinot Grigio (Monterey Coun-
ty). This is a great sunny day wine, starting 

with aromas of honeydew melon, ripe nectarine and 
lemongrass. There is a slightly peachy, bubblegum 
character once sipped, with lemon-lime soda in the 
midpalate and a flinty, gunmetal finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 MacMurray Estate Vineyards 2013 Pinot Gris 
(Russian River Valley). A new label for Mac-

Murray Ranch, this Pinot Gris is stony in fresh nec-
tarine, pear and mango, wrapped in a creamy tex-
ture that develops fleshy flavors of fig in the glass. 
The fruit is sourced from both MacMurray Ranch 
and Gallo’s cooler Russian River Valley outpost, 
Two Rock, near Petaluma. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

86 Still Waters 2013 Still Water Vineyards Pinot 
Gris (Paso Robles). This wine shows appar-

ent barrel aging on the nose, with vanilla bean and 
coconut oil alongside caramelized apricot aromas. 
There is a very ripe papaya and guava tropicality on 
the palate, with a slight finish of iodine. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

WHITE BLENDS

91 Quivira 2012 Roussanne-Viognier (Dry Creek 
Valley). Waxy and crisp, this white is a blend 

of 61% Roussanne and 39% Viognier, a marriage 
that complements in fresh, balanced creaminess 
amidst light layerings of pear and apricot fruit. 
Nicely sippable on its own, it’s the right call for 
fruity salads or goat-cheese omelets dusted in her-
bes de Provence. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

91 Shared Notes 2012 Les Lecons Des Maitres 
(Russian River Valley). Made from 75% Sau-

vignon Blanc and 25% Sémillon, this has fresh 
peach and light green apple aromas, peachy flavors 
touched with almond and white pepper, a lush 
rounded texture and a lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $65 

90 Brander 2013 Cuvée Natalie (Santa Ynez 
Valley). A very delicate shade of pale yel-

low, this 50% Sauvignon Blanc, 30% Pinot Gris 
and 20% Riesling blend offers a refreshing aroma 
somewhere between passionfruit, pineapple and 

apple juice. Tart green apple and lime tang emerge 
once sipped. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 St. Supéry 2012 Virtú Sémillon-Sauvignon 
Blanc (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 12. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Bonny Doon 2011 Le Cigare Blanc Beeswax 
Vineyard (Arroyo Seco). Racy, zesty aromas 

of honey and squeezed orange form the nose of this 
still-tight wine, a blend of 62% Grenache Blanc 
and 38% Rousanne from a vineyard at the mouth 
of the Arroyo Seco appellation. The crisp palate 
offers pear and apple cider flavors with a finish of 
honeydew melon. A perfect pairing for halibut and 
shellfish. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Davis Family 2012 Cuvée Luke Saralee’s 
Vineyard (Russian River Valley). This white 

combines 48% Roussanne with 35% Marsanne and 
17% Viognier to creamy, tropical effect, its balance 
between ripe melon and pear fruitiness and spiced 
acidity well woven. From one of the few sources of 
some of these grapes in the Russian River Valley, 
this Rhône-inspired wine is ready to pair with lob-
ster or a roast turkey dinner. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $30 

87 The Messenger NV White Wine Number One 
Lot 314 (California). Like a tropical vacation 

in a bottle. It smells like kiwi fruit and lime, tastes 
like ripe green apples, and finishes with that kiwi 
again. This blend of Sauvignon Blanc, Muscat and 
Riesling is fresh, smooth, medium bodied, ever so 
slightly sweet and easy to enjoy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Bonny Doon 2011 Le Cigare Blanc Reserve 
Beeswax Vineyard (Arroyo Seco). Quite 

cloudy due to being unfiltered, it offers subtle lemon 
peel and chalkboard at first on the nose. Some but-
tered croissant elements arise as the wine opens up. 
The mouthfeel is even and soft, with a slight cream-
iness alongside citrus, peach, and, fittingly, a bit of 
beeswax. Still very tightly wound, it would go well 
with a Cobb salad or shrimp Louie. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Longoria 2013 Clover Creek Vineyard Albariño 
(Santa Ynez Valley). This lively, vibrantly 

young sipper kicks off with generous aromas of 
pineapple sherbet and peach brioche. A racy energy 
dominates the bright palate, with crisp pear fruit, 
lime juice tang and white rock minerality. An excel-
lent partner for oysters or sashimi, but drink now, 
for the lovely energy may quickly evaporate. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $23 
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90 Wharton 2013 Riesling (Napa Valley). 
There’s not much Riesling left in the Napa 

Valley so this is a rare find, a dry, crisp white burst-
ing in aromas of citrus and flowers, balanced and 
completely refreshing. A touch of honey and lychee 
linger on the finish. Serve cold with spicy carnitas. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Foursight 2013 Charles Vineyard Sémillon 
(Anderson Valley). This dry white wine 

seems to be all about smooth texture and reserved 
flavors rather than overt fruitiness. It has a gold, 
Chardonnay-like color, mild aromas of almond and 
butter, a rather full body and a lingering but subtle 
honey-like finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $28 

89 Rancho Sisquoc 2013 Food Family Vineyard 
Riesling (Santa Maria Valley). This off-dry 

Riesling has a slight effervescence and aromas of 
honeyed nuts, night jasmine, papaya, mango and 
guava. The tropical sweetness carries to the palate, 
and it’s rather tasty, like a pound cake with sugar-
glaze frosting. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $12 

88 Gundlach Bundschu 2013 Estate Vineyard 
Gewürztraminer (Sonoma Coast). From old 

vines planted on the Mayacamas Mountains, this 
Gewurz is pungent in lychee and grapefruit, a trace 
of pepper, ginger and clove hiding beneath the sur-
face. Medium-bodied and dry, it offers a rich inter-
play between herb and spice plus freshness on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $22 

87 Berryessa Gap 2013 Iberian Series Verdelho 
(Yolo County). Almost like a salad in your 

glass, this fresh-tasting, dry white wine smells like 
sugar snap peas and just-picked greens. It tastes 
snappy and crisp with parsley and thyme flavors, 
and has a refreshing texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

ROSÉS

93 Red Car 2013 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Light in color, this nuanced rosé is 

perfectly balanced between savory and sweet. Deli-
cate yet ripe berry notes marry harmoniously with 
pink and purple flower accents. It’s refreshing and 
beautiful to drink, like a freshly picked peach on a 
summer’s day. —V.B. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $25 

92 The 50 by 50 2013 Rosé of Pinot Noir (So-
noma Coast). This gets better and better in 

the glass, unfettered by distractions of oak to reveal 
grapefruit, watermelon and a candied orange rind 
layering of fruit. Pinkish-red in color it’s dry and 
tingling with acidity, both incredibly quaffable and 
memorable. —V.B. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $20 

91 Quivira 2013 Rosé (Dry Creek Valley). From 
organically-grown and certified Biodemeter-

grown grapes, this rosé blends 70% Grenache with 
15% each of Mourvèdre and Syrah to produce a dry, 
robust wine aromatic in peach skin and tangerine. 
Orange blossom and candied orange peel on the pal-
ate add to the freshness and lively acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Adelaida 2013 Version Anna’s Estate Rosé 
(Paso Robles). This Rhône varietal-based, 

pink lemonade-colored rosé starts with warm wa-
termelon and sharp lime zest on the fresh, bright 
nose. The 71% Grenache, 18% Cinsault, 6% Couno-
ise, 5% Mourvèdre blend offers light cherry flavors, 
some honey and a bit of bubblegum, with nice grip 
and racy acidity taking it to the finish line. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $20 

90 Bucher 2013 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Wild in barely ripe strawber-

ry, grapefruit and a hint of mint, it hails from great 
ground, the Bucher Vineyard along Russian River 
Valley’s Westside Road. A tinge of orange blossom 
and orange playfully intermingle on the nose and 
on the palate. Midweight and layered, it’s a lovely 
wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

90 Lusso Della Terra 2013 Rose of Merlot (Cali-
fornia). Brilliant pink with a touch of or-

ange, this refreshing and light-bodied wine tastes 
fresh and strawberrylike. It has an appetizingly 
crisp texture and clean fruity finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

90 Presqu’ile 2013 Pinot Noir Rosé (Santa Maia 
Valley). This clean and sleek rosé comes 

from the Santa Maria Valley-by-way-of-Louisiana 
Murphy family. Watermelon candy and juice on the 
nose come with a touch of peach. These are followed 
by nice tension on the palate between strawberry 
fruit, bright acidity, chalk minerality, and quite a 
noticeable tannic grip for a pink wine. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

89 Brander 2013 Rosé (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Rich salmon in color, this Syrah-dominant 

rosé—rounded out with 30% Merlot and 7% Ries-
ling—smells of strawberry soda, fresh nectarine and 
a tiny bit of papaya. The tropically comes through 
on the excitingly zingy palate, which culminates in a 
pink grapefruit finish. Serve with sunshine. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Field Stone 2013 Heritage Block Rosé of Pe-
tite Sirah (Alexander Valley). Dark in color, 

the wine is meaty, dry and brambly in wild straw-
berry. It’s easy to drink and like, with a smooth, 
hearty finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

87 Fritz 2013 Rosé (Dry Creek Valley). Crafted 
from estate vineyards and a blend of Zinfan-

del, Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec, this is a rosé 
rich in watermelon that’s slightly effervescent and 
sweet, the finish speedy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

87 Justin 2013 Rosé (Paso Robles). The Caber-
net Sauvignon grape really comes through on 

this rosé from Paso Robles pioneer Justin. There is 
strawberry shortcake at first, but the Cab’s capacin-
led aromas of green bell pepper are prominent. The 
pepper carries through to the palate, in a very in-
triguing, tasty way, offering balance between berry 
fruit and green bitterness. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 MCV 2013 Pink Rosé (Paso Robles). Pink 
lemonade and cherry pie mesh together 

into a strong, slightly boozy aroma on this adven-
turous blend of 30% Petite Sirah, 30% Syrah, 30% 
Grenache and 10% Tannat from Matt Villard’s Pe-
tite Sirah-focused project. Cherry and orange juice 
dominate the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

86 Tolosa 2013 Estate Rosé of Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). In this pale rosé, freshly cut orange 

and papaya mousse aromas are cut with a bit of 
flintiness. The wine plays to the citrus side of the 
pink scale, with lemon rind and pink grapefruit fla-
vors. It’s a bit more watery than other rosés of the 
vintage. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

86 Y Rousseau 2013 Rosé of Tannat (Russian 
River Valley). Sourced from Saralee’s Vine-

yard-Matthew Station, it offers indelible savory and 
herbal notes, a chewy sense of wild strawberry and 
a drying finish for a curious, more thirst-quenching 
take on Tannat. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

83 Vino Vargas 2013 Costa Rosa Rosé (Paso 
Robles). It displays a very pretty pink color, 

but that’s the showiest side of a rather reserved 
wine. The nose smells slightly of rosebush and the 
palate is a bit watery, with some stone fruit and no-
ticeable tension. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $27 

CALIFORNIA
RED WINES
PINOT NOIR

96 Paul Hobbs 2012 Hyde Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). For full review see page 3. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

95 Lazy Creek 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson Val-
ley). For full review see page 3. Cellar Se-

lection. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 
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94 Donum 2011 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). The deep, dark color matches 

the deep, rich fruit and oak aromas, and the ripe, 
resounding dark cherry and cola flavors that follow. 
This is powerful, full-bodied Pinot Noir for a special 
occasion, maybe now, but there is no hurry. Should 
improve through 2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $72 

94 Donum 2011 Estate Grown Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $90 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2012 Angel Camp Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review 

see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

94 Paul Hobbs 2012 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Powerful and lush, this is a vel-

vety, classically styled Russian River Valley Pinot, 
weighty and lip smacking in black cherry and touch 
of earth buoyed by finely hued acidity. Perfectly en-
joyable right now, it’ll age, too, the spicy undertones 
coaxed to take center stage. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

94 Wrath 2011 Boekenoogen Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review 

see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $49 

93 Donum 2011 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). The cool 2011 vintage in 

no way diminished the power of this Pinot. An exot-
ic taste of black cherry is full-bodied in the mouth, 
yet supported by admirable acidity. With back lay-
ers of mushroom and earth, the wine becomes more 
expansive and expressive over time, suggesting a 
decant or lie down of several years. Cellar Selec-
tion. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $72 

93 Donum 2011 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Carne-
ros). Leaner and brighter than Donum’s 

brooding Russian River Pinots, the Carneros is 
higher in acidity and high-toned fruit, tight in red 
cherry and black tea, confounding and complex. A 
pronounced spicy element on the midpalate con-
tinues through the finish, and is entirely seductive. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $72 

93 Dragonette 2012 Radian Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Rather dark and in-

timidating at first glance, this bottling comes from 
a big elevation vineyard planted on starkly white 
diatomaceous soils above the Sta. Rita Hills. Aro-
mas of cherry, uplifting spices and stone mineral-
ity lead into a silky palate of tar, black fruit, violet 
and fleshy meats. It’s heavy duty but elegant, and 
likely to sell out quickly at just 200 cases. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

93 Ferrari-Carano 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson 
Valley). Smooth, harmonious and seductive, 

this full-bodied but elegantly structured Pinot has 
deep red color and lots of fresh, ripe fruit flavor. It 
offers a texture as smooth as silk and a finish that 
lingers for 30 seconds. Vibrant acidity and firm 
tannins help to keep it fresh and vital. Enjoy now 
through 2018. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $34 

93 Ferrari-Carano 2012 Middleridge Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

93 Goldeneye 2011 Confluence Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Joyce 2012 Tondre Grapefield Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Savory, spicy aro-

mas wage a battle for the bouquet, with stewed 
mustard greens, shiitake mushrooms, cooked 
plums, gingerbread and roasting meats all on the 
nose. The umami power persists on the palate, with 
cherry tomatoes and gingersnaps. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

93 Pessagno 2011 Four Boys Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Though fairly light 

in color, the aromas on this single-vineyard wine 
are quite dark and meaty: dried mushroom, dried 
cherry, even beef jerky. Once sipped, macerated 
cherry, chai, black tea and espresso combine into 
a soft, expressive mouthfeel that finishes with tart 
cranberry. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $72 

93 Red Car 2012 Heaven & Earth Pinot Noir (So-
noma Coast). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 13.1% Price: $68 

93 Red Car 2011 Zephyr Farms Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Bright, floral and in-

triguingly juicy, it reveals incredible brightness, 
all red cherry with hints of lavender and violet. 
Remarkably low in alcohol, (12.9%) it nonetheless 
tastes fully formed, mid-weight with a touch of oak 
on the finish, a testament to incredible raw ingredi-
ents and respectful winemaking. —V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $68 

93 Stephen Ross 2011 Stone Corral Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Showcasing the 

southeastern Edna Valley’s sandy loam soils, this 
begins with lush black cherry and sleek graphite 
aromas. On the palate, racy acidity precedes orega-
no, licorice and rocky minerality, all painted across 
a canvas of boysenberry fruit. The acidity and tan-
nins assure that this will last in the cellar as well; 
drink after 2018. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

93 Testarossa 2012 Fogstone Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). A savory nose 

of seared beef crust gets lift from violet and laven-
der florals, and then the wine coats the palate very 
softly, with luscious flavors of stewed cherry, ripe 
cranberry and more herb-crusted roast. A licorice-
aided acidity cleans the mouth on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $61 

93 Walt 2012 Sierra Mar Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: NA Price: $65 

92 Cattleya 2012 Donum Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Cottonwood Canyon 2010 Elizabeth’s Vista 
Estate Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). 

Though lightly colored, this is a powerful Pinot Noir 
from the estate vineyard of Norman Beko. He cold-
soaks the fruit and ferments with native yeasts to 
deliver aromas of raspberry, pine and wet slate. The 
flavors range from pomegranate to violet to red rose 
to a fruit punch that lingers a long time thanks to a 
nice acidic lift. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $48 

92 Ferrari-Carano 2012 Sky High Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). It features enough 

body and texture to carry the full flavors nicely. 
Aromas suggest ripe cherries and plums accented 
with baking spices. Flavors are deep with cherries 
and hints of herbs, and a welcome layer of tannin 
gives a little grip on the palate and the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Hartley Ostini 2012 Hitching Post Highliner 
Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). For full 

review see page 7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: NA Price: $44 

92 Saintsbury 2011 Cerise Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). This Pinot is not hiding 

behind anything. It has lots of natural-tasting fruit 
aromas and flavors without overt oak. Flavors recall 
cherry, berry and rhubarb; the wine tastes firm and 
moderately tannic, and has medium to full body. 
Beautifully balanced, it should improve through 
2018. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

92 Siduri 2012 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $48 

92 Sostener 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). This wine smells delicious, with 

aromas of cola, pomegranate and yellow cake with 
frosting. The excellence carries through to the pal-
ate, with whipped cream and cherries, teriyaki and 
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maple-glazed pork. There is noticeable grip and lots 
of zing and energy in the glass. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Stemmler 2011 Nugent Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). The sister brand to 

Donum Estate, Stemmler offers amazing value for 
outstanding wines. This is a case in point. Fresh 
black cherry, spicy clove and layered acidity com-
bine for a nuanced Pinot that just gets better in the 
glass, ready to enjoy now yet also structured to grow 
older gracefully. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $44 

92 Testarossa 2012 Dos Rubios Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Rich black-

berry fruit gets aromatic lift from violet and sage-
brush in this wine from a relatively new vineyard, 
planted in 2008. That spice and fruit tension works 
well on the palate too, with ripe pluot and wild ber-
ries accompanied by black licorice, black olive and 
roast beef. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $61 

92 Testarossa 2012 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Testarossa’s 

annual study of Rosella’s Vineyard—which was 
planted in 1999 to the Santa Luca Highlands’s 
homegrown Pisoni clone—begins with raspberry, 
cardamom and wet slate aromas. The slate carries 
through to the palate as well, with distinct graphite 
flavors backed up by blackberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $61 

92 Windy Oaks 2010 100% Whole Cluster Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). This intrigu-

ing, 100% whole-cluster wine comes from a vine-
yard in Corralitos, 900 feet above the Monterey 
Bay. Remarkably light in color and slightly foggy 
in appearance, it offers distinct red licorice, sharp 
orange peel, Mexican spice and fresh cracked dark 
chocolate aromas. On the palate, the soft mouthfeel 
is layered with cranberry, pepper spice and straw-
berry fruit leather, making for a light but wickedly 
flavorful sipping experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

91 Bink 2012 Thomas T Thomas Vineyard Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). Ripe aromas are 

full of cherries and plums, with a hint of pine. Con-
centrated flavors recall dark cherries and cinnamon. 
The texture is full and broad with moderate tannins 
and fresh acidity to keep it lively. —J.G. 
abv: NA Price: $49 

91 Bonterra 2012 Made With Organic Grapes Pi-
not Noir (Mendocino County). For full review 

see page 8. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

91 Cambria 2012 Julia’s Vineyard Estate Grown & 
Bottled Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). For 

full review see page 8. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

91 Carr 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). 
Downtown Santa Barbara-based Ryan Carr 

takes the best parts of the Sta. Rita Hills and Santa 
Maria Valleys for this county blend, which smells 
of spiced cranberry, wet slate and black spices. On 
the palate, it’s soft and elegant, with sassafras and 
cherry cola flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Dierberg 2011 Drum Canyon Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full re-

view see page 9. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

91 Goldeneye 2011 Gowan Creek Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). For full 

review see page 9. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Hahn 2012 SLH Estate Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Kendall-Jackson 2012 Outland Ridge Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This substantive Pi-

not shows definite toasted oak character along with 
ripe fruit, full body and firm tannins. Hints of oak 
smoke and caramel waft over the ripe plum aromas. 
The flavors go to dark cherries and coffee, the tex-
ture is attractively astringent from tannins, and the 
finish carries a little bite. Well done but not over-
done. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Laetitia 2012 Reserve du Domaine Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). For full review see 

page 9. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Nuggucciet 2012 Riverbench Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). From an Oxnard-

based winery, the wine offers aromas of tart cran-
berry, savory stewed tomatoes, violet, black car-
damom and other Indian spices. These evolve into 
flavors of blackberry fruit, dill and oregano on the 
midpalate, and cola-flavored acidity on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $36 

91 Paul Hobbs 2012 Ulises Valdez Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Flavors and aro-

mas recall brambly boysenberry and tree-ripened 
cherry fruit. Meanwhile, a delicate backbone of 
subdued tannins gives structure and weight. Soft, 
the midpalate repeats the brambly theme, a touch 
of vanilla-cherry highlighting expansive layers that 
linger through to a long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

91 Rochioli 2012 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Savory and structured, 

it has a supple layering of allspice that dances on 
the palate, with floral violet tones. Black cherry and 

earth make up the soul of this wine; it’s both classy 
and hearty. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Siduri 2012 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Deep smells of sage-

brush, cherry and herbed mushroom sauce lead the 
nose in Adam Lee’s take on Rosella’s Vineyard. The 
wine is rich and soft on the palate, with sour cherry, 
roasted tomatoes and a slightly bitter, tannic finish 
framed by espresso. Serve with thinly sliced roasted 
beef. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

91 Sonnet 2012 Tondre’s Grapefield Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Tar and rich black 

cherries form the nose of this wine sourced from a 
vineyard planted in 1997. Luscious red fruit begins 
the palate, supported in the midpalate and finish by 
black pepper and fennel seed. It makes for a very ap-
proachable but complex, spice-driven wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

91 Stemmler 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
Sophisticated, delicious and tight enough to 

age through 2018. The color is a deep but not dark 
ruby, the aromas suggest fresh crushed cherries. 
Flavors blend crisp, jazzy raspberry with deeper 
plum and currant notes, wrapped in a lively texture 
of bright acidity and tannin. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $44 

91 Stemmler 2011 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). A minty aroma wafts from this 

wine, fresh and herbal, intermingled with the smell 
of sun-warmed tomato leaves. In taste, cranberry 
and savory black tea surround soft layers of well-
built acidity and subtle red cherry fruitiness. It’s an 
intriguing wine that gets better in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $44 

91 Stephen Ross 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Cranberry, chalk, slate and red 

licorice lead the aroma profiles of this appellation 
cuvee from winemaker Stephen Dooley (whose 
middle name is Ross), one of the only winemakers 
based in the city of San Luis Obispo. On the palate, 
the pleasing red licorice continues, boosted with 
oregano and graphite. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Stephen Ross 2012 Chorro Creek Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (San Luis Obispo County). Sage and 

anise characterize the nose of this single-vineyard 
offering. On the palate, there is a distinct element 
of elderberry, a native fruit to the Central Coast, as 
well as the expected balance between slightly grippy 
tannins and a bright acidity. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $38 

91 Tantara 2012 Dierberg Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Presumably unfil-

tered, this wine is slightly cloudy, which leads to a 
nicely creamy mouthfeel. But first come aromas of 
blistered cherry tomatoes, fennel seeds and green 
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olives, followed by flavors of soft strawberry, tart 
cranberry and a tongue-tantalizing finish of cracked 
peppercorn. Serve with roasted pork. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

91 Waits-Mast 2011 Pinot Noir (Mendocino). Viv-
id, lively fruit flavors and electrifying acidity 

light up this unique, nervy wine. The aromas are 
raspberry, cranberry, slight earthiness and a hint of 
licorice. A crisp, tangy texture and firm tannins hold 
everything in a tight grip. Cellar until 2017 for it to 
open up. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $34 

90 Brophy Clark 2011 Pinot Noir (Santa Maria 
Valley). The husband-and-wife team be-

hind this label deliver a well-balanced, approach-
able but serious wine in this bottling. Aromas in-
clude red rose, dark violet, pomegranate, limestone 
and clove. On the palate, there is luscious black 
cherry fruit, with slate and acidity to stand it up 
straight. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Clos La Chance 2010 Murphy’s Choice Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Tasty and 

well-made, it’s relatively straightforward. Blackber-
ry soda, cola and graphite on the nose are followed 
by dark raspberry fruit that’s nicely integrated with 
leather. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $50 

90 Francis Ford Coppola 2012 Votre Santé Pinot 
Noir (California). The personality of Pinot 

Noir comes through in this charming, medium-bod-
ied, lighter-colored and aromatic offering. Nuances 
are reminiscent of cherry, herb and walking through 
a pine forest, along with a tangy texture and fresh 
finish that lingers. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Gary Farrell 2012 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Refreshing, lift-

ing aromas of cherry soda, violet and black pepper-
corns frame the nose of this Bien Nacido Vineyard 
interpretation from the Russian River winery. A 
spicy, stewed-tomato character carries the palate, 
with some red fruits and pink grapefruit acidity as 
well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Gary Farrell 2012 Hallberg Vineyard Dijon 
Clones Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Soft and seductive, it’s yeasty and full of ripe cran-
berry-cherry and boysenberry fruit. It features lay-
ers of herb and licorice with a mid-weight core of 
integrated tannins and firm structure. The taste of 
oak and roll-your-own tobacco is most pronounced 
on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Gary Farrell 2012 Toboni Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Earthy, spicy and 

big-boned in rich tones of ripe black cherry, licorice 
and mocha, the wine is fully developed in weight, 

well-integrated in tannins and hearty, with plenty 
of power and mouthfilling fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 La Crema 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
It pulls together toasty oak sweetness in the 

aromas and delicious ripe cherry and cranberry fla-
vors with bass notes of black plum and clove. Full-
bodied, it has firm but not tight tannins that add to 
the velvety texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Longoria 2012 Fe Ciega Vineyard Block M 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). A lesson in el-

egant restraint, it offers a subtle nose of eucalyp-
tus, rhubarb and roasted root vegetables, followed 
by reticently emergent flavors of cherry, blackberry 
and wet dirt. Extremely delicate with vibrant acid-
ity, this wine only comes out of its shell when paired 
with a good meal. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2012 Goodchild High 9 
Vineyard Estate Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 

County). For full review see page 11. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 MacMurray Ranch 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 11.
abv: 14.6% Price: $37 

90 Marimar Estate 2011 Don Miguel Vineyard La 
Masía Unfiltered Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 11. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $44 

90 Pessagno 2012 Central Avenue Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Monterey County). The savory side 

of Pinot Noir shines in this bottling from a vineyard 
south of the Arroyo Seco appellation. Aromas in-
clude stewed tomato and green olives with pimento. 
Falling in line are the Middle Eastern spices and ol-
ive tapenade on the palate, with tight pomegranate 
fruit. Serve with lamb gyros. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

90 Robert Mondavi 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Savannah-Chanelle 2010 Muns Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Rugged 

scents of wild berries and forest woods blend into 
intriguing aromas on this wine from the highest Pi-
not Noir vineyard in the Santa Cruz Mountains. It 
unleashes a rainbow of flavors, from acai and red 
fruit to rum cake and brown spices to mocha, tea, 
tobacco and Dr. Pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Scar of the Sea 2012 Seven Leagues Pinot 
Noir (Santa Barbara County). Deep red rose 

and violet florals meld with cooked meats and ripe 
raspberry on the nose. It’s a bit dainty on the palate 

but full of texture, with lingering vanilla elements, 
some light mocha and impressive tannic grip for a 
2012. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $46 

90 Stemmler 2012 Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). A bouquet of wild strawberry 

is what first comes to mind, followed by tight, soft 
tannins and swirls of leathery raspberry. Several 
different clones of Pinot from different blocks go 
into this wine, an approachable, layered beauty. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

90 Stemmler 2012 Winside Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Once known as 

Nugent Vineyard, Winside is a blend of Dijon and 
Pommard clones that’s on the more robust side, es-
pecially in this climatically perfect vintage. Offer-
ing exuberant red cherry fruit and layers of cola and 
milk chocolate, it’s ready to enjoy with pork tender-
loin and similarly hearty fare. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

90 Testarossa 2012 Tondre Grapefield Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). From single 

vineyard specialist Testarossa, this has fresh aro-
mas of raspberry and a bit of eucalyptus. The flavors 
are very straightforward and pleasant, with cherry 
dominating. Dill, oregano and thyme provide herbal 
backbone. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

90 Windy Oaks 2012 Diane’s Block Pinot Noir 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Rather light in 

color for a very ripe year, this Pinot Noir from the 
Corralitos area near Watsonville packs a powerful, 
Zinfandel-esque nose of sour cherry, black carda-
mom, licorice candy and Chinese five spice. Once 
sipped, a Dr. Pepper-like flavor ensues, bolstered 
with a pinch of black pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

89 Foursight 2011 Charles Vineyard Zero Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). A lighter, leaner 

style of Pinot Noir for Anderson Valley, but it has 
plenty to like. A medium garnet color lightens to 
tawny where it touches the glass, possibly indicat-
ing some maturity. The balance of light dried cherry 
flavors, good acidity and firm tannins make it ap-
petizing. Fermented with wild yeast, unfined, unfil-
tered and no new barrels used. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

89 Goldeneye 2011 Ten Degrees Pinot Noir (An-
derson Valley). Enticingly sweet aromas 

of toasted French bread and maple syrup lead to 
similarly rich flavors of vanilla, brown sugar and red 
cherry. The spicy, seemingly sweet character mostly 
comes from the oak barrels. It’s very tasty, and it 
will be interesting to see if more of the fruit com-
plexity that Pinot Noir fans love will come out with 
time. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 
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89 MacMurray Ranch 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Cinnamon spice blends 

with fresh minerality and tart cherry on the nose. 
It starts very soft on the palate until tannins add 
grip by the end. It’s plush with blueberry fruit and 
savory with kalamata olive, highlighted with a touch 
of violet. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

89 Portola Vineyards 2010 Los Trancos Estate 
Pinot Noir (Santa Clara Valley). Spicy cin-

namon candy and very ripe boysenberry tickle the 
nose on this wine from a vineyard 540 feet above 
the Portola Valley, between Silicon Valley and San 
Francisco. It’s soft and even once sipped, if a tad 
hot, with pomegranate and licorice in the midpalate 
and a cherry pie aftertaste. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

89 Saintsbury 2012 Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
Herbal and spicy, this vibrant red cherry-

laced Pinot is tightly woven and expressive. Full in 
the mouth, it also has buoyant acidity to keep things 
moving along and steer the wine into elegance. Con-
sider pairing this fine food wine with pork tender-
loin lathered in a cherry reduction sauce. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

89 Stephen Ross 2011 Estate Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). This appellation cuvée lures the 

nose with warm, inviting scents of a berry-laced 
balsamic reduction sauce atop an herbally oak 
backbone. It’s soft on the palate with rounded fruit 
flavors and dried Italian herbs in the background, 
finished with a zing of blackberry. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

89 Testarossa 2012 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Green, black and 

kalamata olives rise to the top of this savory-scent-
ed wine. There is rich raspberry juice once sipped, 
alongside a sharper Earl Grey tea bitterness and a 
midpalate of beets and other roasted root vegeta-
bles. Tartness lingers in the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $61 

88 Balletto 2012 Sexton Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). There’s a burly 

amount of black fruit and black tea in this estate 
wine, concentrated and coiled in a tight tannic 
structure. The fruit tends toward ripe black cher-
ry and even blackberry, the texture is soft and the 
finish delightfully marked by a touch of chocolate. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

88 Carr 2012 Turner Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Stewed tomato, graphite and 

mushrooms in a brown sauce lead the aromas on 
this single-vineyard offering from downtown Santa 
Barbara-based winemaker Ryan Carr. The tomatoes 
continue on the palate, alongside cran-raisin juice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

88 Cuvaison 2012 Spire Pinot Noir (Carneros-
Napa Valley). Silky in cherry and straw-

berry with a dense midpalate of refined oak, this 
delicately hued Pinot comes from a single, hillside 
block of Cuvaison’s Carneros property. With pretty 
aromas of violet and rose, it has richness that isn’t 
overdone, a nice expression of the appellation’s 
power and finesse. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

88 Firestone 2012 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Earthy aromas of dried herbs, forest floor 

and freshly felled fennel shrubs emerge form this 
blend from the now William Foley-owned Firestone 
brand. Warm cherries and tart acidity make for a 
nice blend of fruit and complexity on the palate. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Foppiano 2011 Estate Bottled Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This tastes of warm-

er Russian River Valley climes, darker and riper in 
black cherry and berry fruit character with a layer-
ing of toasty cinnamon and oak. The aroma tends to 
the earthy/pastoral. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Goldeneye 2011 Pinot Noir (Anderson Val-
ley). Big and flashy, it has oodles of almost 

sweet oak and ripe fruit character. Full-bodied, rich 
in texture, with ripe raspberry and red cherry fla-
vors, it offers firm tannins and a lingering, vanilla 
scented finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

88 Hanzell 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Valley). 
Hanzell took on a new barrel regime with 

the 2011 vintage, opening the door to several differ-
ent coopers to taste over time. Additionally in 2011, 
the Pinot grapes came from both the Sessions and 
de Brye vineyards. The wine is marked by a bouquet 
of baked strawberry and cherry, the layers interwo-
ven in oak and dust. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $98 

88 Hartley Ostini 2012 Hitching Post Cork Danc-
er Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). The 

Hitching Post team’s blend hits the nose with ripe 
raspberry and wet, black slate scents. It’s fairly thin 
once sipped, mostly tight and tart with pomegran-
ate flavors, though a broader red licorice element 
adds to the experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

88 Laetitia 2012 Estate Pinot Noir (Arroyo 
Grande Valley). One of the many estate 

Pinot Noirs produced by the pioneering Arroyo 
Grande Valley winery, which was founded as a spar-
kling wine house, this offers scents of sandalwood, 
black licorice and red currant. The flavors are tart 
with cranberry, then bring some bitter notes of 
crushed herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

88 Navarro 2011 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
This is a smooth, easy-drinking and rather 

light-bodied wine, not unusual in the tricky vintage 
of 2011. Relatively light in color, this offers scents 
of sweet cherry, vanilla and cinnamon, while the 
flavors recall cherry and raspberry. The texture is 
almost delicate but livened up with a good touch of 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

88 Red Pony Ranch 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Bar-
bara County). The Red Pony brand is put-

ting out reliably distinct wines. This one smells of 
cranberry, oregano and barnyard. The tannins and 
acidity are solid, with strawberry and pomegranate 
flavors leading to an earthy finish. Hold until 2016 
for an even smoother time. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

88 Saintsbury 2011 Brown Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). This is a rich, broad-shouldered 

Pinot Noir, woodsy and oaky with a firm and fierce 
grip on the palate. It leans more toward earth and 
smoke than exuberant fruit. Textured in soft un-
dertones of silk, it also offers plenty of fresh herb, 
a component to take advantage of in pairing. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $72 

88 Saintsbury 2011 Toyon Farm Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). The other realm of the coin 

from Brown Ranch, Toyon is leaner and lighter, its 
color even subdued, a study in wild strawberry and 
layered floral highlights, oak and cardamom spice. 
It bristles with acidity, pleasant to sip on its own or 
with bacon-wrapped figs. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

88 Schug 2010 Heritage Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). It offers an imprint of spear-

mint, dill and black cherry fruit, a modicum of tan-
nins and a soft side, the aroma replete in rose petals. 
On the finish expect a darker influence of tobacco 
and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Stemmler 2012 Pinot Noir (Carneros). Pas-
toral and earthy, it’s straightforward and 

tightly woven in tannins, with balanced acidity that 
offers a sense of wild strawberries. A well-made 
wine priced attractively; stock up for midweek 
needs. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Tantara 2012 Pommard Clone Dierberg 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). 

Winemaker Jeff Fink is unleashing a cross-section 
of clones in 2012, and this take on Pommard offers 
delicious aromas of berry-laced crème brûlée with 
bay leaf. There is a bitterness at first on the tannic 
palate, and it washes out quickly with tart cranber-
ries. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

88 Testarossa 2012 Doctors Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). With a licorice, 
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chemise and cherry-laden nose reminiscent of a 
hillside hike through the chaparral in the morning 
dew, this wine is rather tannic on entry, tending 
toward chamomile tea with cranberry fruit. With 
a strong tannic backbone, it could drink well for 
awhile. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $63 

88 Testarossa 2012 Guidotti Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Smells of rust, 

iron, tomato and untracked peppercorns rise to the 
nose. On the palate, the wine is quite light and racy, 
with a little boysenberry and more sanguine flavors. 
Hold onto this one until 2016 for maximum enjoy-
ment, as more flavors will emerge. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $61 

87 Bink 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). A 
medium-to full-bodied Pinot, it emphasizes 

full ripeness and rich texture. It looks slightly tawny 
in color on the rim of the glass, shows aromas of 
candied cherry, cola and fully developed fruit fla-
vors. A dash of tartness keeps it alive on the finish. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

87 Castle Rock 2012 Pinot Noir (Mendocino). 
A tasty, lighter style of Pinot Noir, it offers 

fresh cherry and raspberry aromas, juicy fruit fla-
vors and a delicate texture. There’s enough com-
plexity to keep you coming back for another sip. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Castle Rock 2012 California Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(California). For full review see page 15. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

87 Dierberg 2011 Dierberg Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). The nose on this estate 

bottling is sparse at first, with pencil shavings and 
a speck of boysenberry fruit. It opens more once 
sipped, delivering a pleasant tartness powered by 
sour cherry flavors and a tiny bit of clove. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

87 Edna Valley Vineyard 2012 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). Getting quality Pinot Noir for $20 

remains a tough trick to pull, but this succeeds with 
fresh raspberry, white pepper and wet rock aromas. 
The flavors are delicate, ranging from cherry to ce-
dar to Italian herbs, with some noticeable complex-
ity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

87 Ernest 2012 The Wrangler Pinot Noir (So-
noma Coast). A feral, oaky Pinot Noir from 

cool-climate vineyards that tastes of just-ripe cher-
ry and raspberry fruit, with a distinct smokiness on 
the nose. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $48 

87 Francis Ford Coppola 2012 Director’s Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Light in color and 

weight, it’s earthy in pastoral mushrooms and for-
est floor. Layers of spicy clove twirl throughout the 
palate aided by a juicy strawberry bouquet and a re-
strained touch of oak on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

87 Francis Ford Coppola 2012 Director’s Cut Pi-
not Noir (Russian River Valley). Light in color 

it offers spicy, earthy overtones under thin layers of 
clove-wrapped cherry fruit and an easygoing tex-
ture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

87 Francis Ford Coppola 2012 Gia Pinot Noir 
(California). Light in color, aroma and flavor, 

it would be perfect when you want something sim-
ply fresh. It has cherry and cinnamon aromas, light 
raspberry and cherry cola flavors, and a light touch 
of tannin and acidity to balance the otherwise soft 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

87 J Wilkes 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). 
Lighter in color, this wine comes from the 

Miller family that owns Bien Nacido Vineyard. Aro-
mas combine brisk raspberry and fresh strawberry 
with clove. There is a bitterness on the palate akin 
to sautéed beet greens, followed by pepper spice 
and more raspberry, with tannins that may evolve 
over time. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

87 La Rochelle 2010 Dutton Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Darkly hued, it’s a 

mix of tropical-teased cherry and vanilla, with a 
taste of sweet tannins on the midpalate and a layer-
ing of herb on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

87 Layer Cake 2012 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). 
There’s something delicious about this wine, 

but it’s not very Pinot Noir-like. Aromas of barbe-
cue, bacon fat, smoked meats and strawberry carry 
through to the flavor profile, making it a perfect 
pairing for grilled ribs. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

87 Marimar Estate 2010 Don Miguel Vineyard 
Cristina Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Rambunctious and brawny, it’s burly in dark color 
and oaky black cherry and blackberry, with a pas-
toral earthiness. Higher in alcohol and tannin than 
many other Marimar wines, it’s velvety on the pal-
ate, finishing with a meaty taste of game or bacon. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $57 

87 Mossback 2012 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). 
Strawberry syrup aromas laced with woody 

scents of cigar box kick off this wine from industry 
veterans John and Lane Giguiere. There is lots of 
vibrant acidity on the palate, carried by flavors of 
pomegranate and cranberry juice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

87 Pangloss Cellars 2012 Pinot Noir (Anderson 
Valley). Enjoyable in a non-fruity style, this 

full-bodied wine has oaky, smoky, cigar-box aromas 
and flavors that hover over modest plum notes. A 
broad texture helps the flavors linger on the palate. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

86 Cuvée Wine Cellars 2012 Saralee’s Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Light in 

color it reveals intense aromas of ripe, baked cherry 
fruit and pungent earth, streaks of herbal cinnamon 
and clove playing in the background. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

86 Foursight 2011 Charles Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Solidly structured, this 

wine is medium- to full-bodied, moderately tannic 
and heading toward maturity in flavors. The medi-
um garnet color goes to tawny at the rim. Aromas of 
cola, cherries and a touch of smoke are followed by 
rather lean fruit and clove flavors. Unfined, unfil-
tered and fermented with wild yeast. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $46 

86 Saintsbury 2011 Stanly Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Intense in aromas of fresh bread 

and a flowery, lilac-filled garden, it offers entangle-
ments of red cherry and strawberry within a some-
what flat structure and tannic finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

85 Francis Ford Coppola 2012 Diamond Collec-
tion Pinot Noir (Monterey County). Canned 

cranberry sauce and Indian spices collide on the 
nose. Light in color, it feels tad sweet once sipped, 
thanks to juicy flavors of strawberry and cherry. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $16 

85 Naughty Boy 2010 Pinot Noir (Potter Valley). 
This Pinot falls on the lean side of the fence, 

with firm acid and tannins and mature flavors remi-
niscent of old-style European wines. It has a slightly 
tawny color at the edge, a brick color in the middle, 
earthy-oaky aromas, and lean cranberry and cedar 
flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $24 

85 Three Knights 2012 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This is an appropriately simple Pi-

not, not particularly varietal, with a good amount of 
red fruit and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

84 Coomber Family Ranch 2010 Private Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). There’s a slightly 

sour smell to this offering from Coomber Family, 
who produce “wines for animal lovers.” However, 
the sipping experience is pleasant enough, with 
hard cherry candy, a range of spices and a lingering 
licorice finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 
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84 Testarossa 2012 Cuvee Los Gatos Pinot Noir 
(Monterey County). Rustic, hearty aromas 

of tar, cola, herbs and burnt rhubarb make for an 
intriguing nose on this entry-level bottling from Te-
starossa. The sips feature cola and cherry flavors, 
with a very quick finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $27 

84 Twin Arches 2012 Pinot Noir (California). 
This medium-bodied red wine doesn’t quite 

track the classic Pinot Noir profile, but will make 
an appetizing refreshment for lunch or dinner. The 
aromas and flavors suggest prune and berries, while 
the texture is lean but palate-cleansing. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $10 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

94 Justin 2010 Isosceles Reserve (Paso Robles). 
For full review see page 4. 

abv: 15% Price: $120 

94 World’s End 2010 Good Times, Bad Times 
Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard Cabernet Sau-

vignon (Oakville). Brambly and spicy red and black 
fruit mark this mighty Cabernet, sourced from the 
famed To Kalon Vineyard in the heart of Oakville. 
Despite its name it offers only Good Times, a well-
composed, unabashedly hedonistic taste of juicy 
ripe Napa fruit and overtly lush tannins. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $135 

93 Sabina Vineyards 2010 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). A heady 100% 

Cabernet Sauvignon aged for two years in oak, this 
cassis-kissed wine also offers black olive and spicy, 
peppery layers. Balanced and on the lighter side of 
the ripeness coin, it possesses plenty of grip on the 
finish, suggesting that cellaring could conjure more 
magic. Dry after 2018. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $125 

93 Venteux 2010 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Luscious, intoxicating aro-

mas of crème brûlée, vanilla liqueur and Bourbon 
barrel lift up ample purple and blue fruits on this 
rich wine from a 22-acre family vineyard. The 
mouthfeel is accordingly velvety, with plum flavors 
most prevalent. The three years of new French oak 
élevage play a central yet nicely integrated role. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $68 

92 Alma Sol 2011 Cuevas Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

92 Kunde 2010 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Sonoma Valley). Leather saddle and pep-

pery spice pop aromatically here, followed by Medi-
terranean spice, dusty dark raspberry fruit and 
black tea. Though there’s a level of opulence to this 
wine, it never crosses the line, instead suggesting 

elegance and delicacy. The acidity stays buoyant be-
hind dark chocolaty tannins. Filet mignon would be 
the right call. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Peter Paul Wines 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). This soft, juicy Cabernet 

is subdued and perfumed, a waft of calming cedar 
and herb on the nose. On the palate it offers struc-
tured red fruit and anise amid mellowed tannins 
and a finish of chocolate, a fine expression of Mount 
Veeder Cab. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Altvs 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

91 C. Beck 2010 Barlow Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This is an elegant, cin-

namon-spicy Cabernet from Corey Beck, the head 
winemaker for Francis Ford Coppola. Balanced and 
soft, it has a texturally pleasing mouthfeel of velvety 
herb and cassis and a fully realized, lingering fin-
ish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $48 

91 En Garde 2008 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Diamond Mountain). For full review see page 

9. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $98 

91 Lancaster 2010 Nicole’s (Alexander Valley). 
The winery’s proprietary blend of 85% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, 8% Malbec, 5% Petit Verdot and 
2% Merlot, Nicole’s is estate-grown and culled 
from the best blocks. A leggy, ripe study in black 
berry and currant, it has back notes of chocolate 
and coffee to fill in the grooves. The balanced tan-
nins and use of oak suggest good aging potential 
through 2024–2029. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

91 Sensorium 2009 Uvas Valley Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). For 

full review see page 10. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

90 Adelaida 2011 Viking Estate Reserve Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Fresh and 

vibrant aromas of dark cherry and purple flowers 
get serious weight from a touch of tar on this very 
balanced, tighter Cabernet. Dark red fruits, sweet 
plums (and their more tart skins) and even blueber-
ry show on the palate, which is equally acidic and 
tannic. It’s neither lean nor lush, but right down the 
middle. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

90 Animo 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). Sourced from high atop Michael Mon-

davi’s Atlas Peak vineyards, this is feral and intense 
in black currant liqueur and leather, the mountain 
tannins up front and fierce. Cellaring until 2014–

2019 will do further wonders for this wine. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $85 

90 En Garde 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon (Dia-
mond Mountain). For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $88 

90 Forefathers 2010 Lone Tree Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). Intense 

in clove and black cherry and currant, this is a lay-
ered and complex 100% Cab. Still grippy on the pal-
ate, it will gain maturity and further complexity in 
due time. Leathery with a waft of tobacco and toasty 
oak, it’s burly but balanced. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

90 Jackson Estate 2010 Hawkeye Mountain 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). 

Soft and supple in black cherry and currant, this 
mountain Cab expresses an herbal underbelly of 
elegance, with finely formed minerality. It’s ap-
proachable and juicy now but will gain complexity 
2017–2021. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

90 Lancaster 2010 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

90 Peter Paul Wines 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Sanguine in cranberry, 

pomegranate and cherry, it has well-integrated tan-
nins. The texture is smooth and the acidity bright. 
Drink now or enjoy 2019–2024. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Saint Helena Winery 2009 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). Beguiling in cedar, 

black cherry and black tea, this inviting Cab is made 
by consulting winemaker Aaron Pott with 2% Pe-
tit Verdot blended in, noticeable in its dark, inky 
color. The tannins are well-managed, present but 
softened, a taste of dark chocolate and coffee subtly 
hinted at through the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 TwentyFour by Charles Woodson 2009 Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Calistoga). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $112 

90 V. Sattui 2010 Preston Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Intense, this 

Rutherford-based Cab is marked by dark roasted 
coffee accented in coconut and baked plum, the tan-
nins sturdy. On the toasty oak finish, expect piquant 
black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

90 V. Sattui 2010 Vittorio’s Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). With 4% Petit 

Verdot added for body and color, this Cab is oth-
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erwise on the brighter side of red fruit and acidity, 
nicely balanced and approachable in cranberry, cas-
sis and a wink of violet. It’s not as meaty and robust 
as the winery’s Morisoli, a tamer version of a simi-
lar beast. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

89 Happy Canyon Vineyard 2009 Barrack Ten-
Goal (Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). It 

starts with a nose of wet tar, red rose and brooding 
pomegranate fruit. The tannic structure is rather 
pronounced once sipped, with cranberry and leath-
er flavors that make for a more tart than lush expe-
rience. That will change with time, so hold onto this 
one until 2017 and beyond. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $62 

89 Pezzi King 2010 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Dry Creek Valley). Dusty in black currant 

and black olive , it’s spicy in red cranberry fruit, 
medium in weight and tannins, and peppery on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $22 

89 Sabina Vineyards 2009 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). There’s an angular-

ity to this 100% Cabernet, a brightness of chewy 
red fruit like cranberry and cassis that intermingles 
with an underpinning of herb. High in acidity, the 
finish is complex and severe. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $125 

89 Three Sticks 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Moon Mountain District Sonoma County). 

This blend is 76% Cabernet Sauvignon with 12% 
Malbec, 9% Cabernet Franc and 3% Petit Verdot, 
hailing from one of Sonoma County’s newest appel-
lations, Moon Mountain. Rich with black cherry, 
coffee and vanilla, it also has a slight spiciness that’s 
pleasant on the palate. All in all, the wine is bal-
anced yet substantial. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

89 V. Sattui 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount 
Veeder). This 100% Cabernet Sauvignon is 

rich and generous in wood, the toasty oak aggres-
sive toward the red currant and herbal undertones 
lurking beneath. Mountain-grown tannins show up, 
too, unencumbered. Give them time or air and they 
should settle down. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 V. Sattui 2010 Morisoli Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A 100% Cabernet 

Sauvignon generous in milk chocolate and burly, 
brambly dark cherry and plum, all tightly woven in 
tannins. Morisoli Vineyard resides on the Ruther-
ford Bench and the wine exhibits plenty of Ruther-
ford’s revered taste of dust. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

88 Oso Libre 2010 Querida Cabernet Sauvignon-
Merlot (Paso Robles). Chalky earth, black 

pepper and clove comprise the nose on this wine, 
which gets a boost from 10% Merlot. The flavors are 

spicy and complex, with cedar, tea and a tiny bit of 
varietally distinct green pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Pull 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso Ro-
bles). Blackberry liqueur, violet, cola and 

slight dustiness form the nose of this well-priced 
wine. The flavors are a bit thinner than expected, 
most reminiscent of ripe pomegranate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Still Waters 2009 Still Waters Vineyards 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Licorice 

and blackberry scents float off the surface of this 
estate wine. Once sipped, a thinner juiciness takes 
hold, with boysenberry and cracked pepper leading 
the way. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $26 

87 Estate 1856 2011 Barrel Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). There is juicy 

blackberry at the core of this Cab, 2% Petit Verdot 
blended in for concentration and color. Dusty, the 
accompanying flavor players include clove and herb. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

87 Genius Wines 2009 Creò Clajeux Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Chalk Hill). Sanguine 

and brawny, it’s concentrated in dark plum and 
blueberry fruit, with an earthy element teasing 
around the edges. The finish is marked by power 
and grip. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

87 Laird 2011 Mast Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). From Yountville, this 100% 

Cab is austere and lean on the nose, still closed 
somewhat, a waft here and there of herb and green 
pepper balanced by hearty black fruit and a taste of 
black tea. Since it’s grippy on the palate, decant the 
wine and let it open awhile before enjoying. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $70 

87 Pangloss Cellars 2010 Optimism Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). Velvety and 

plush, it’s 100% Cabernet Sauvignon, aromatic 
in cedar and cassis. With a winking taste of black 
walnut liqueur it has a thickness to the midpalate 
that smoothes out on the finish, intermingling with 
a taste of vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $49 

87 Spann Vineyards 2008 Mayacamas Range 
Seven Barrels Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma 

County). This powerful wine opens with deep fla-
vors and aromas of mint and dark chocolate. Its 
pleasure diminishes somewhat with an evolving 
taste of smoke and oak mid-sip that lasts subtly 
through the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

87 Unum 2009 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Spring Mountain). Big, oaky and concen-

trated, it’s rich in coffee and leathery toffee, the 
tannins firm and feisty. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

86 6 North 2009 Flagstone Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This muted, tannic 

Cabernet spent 20 months in new French oak. The 
dark black cherry and berry fruit are overwhelmed 
somewhat by the toast and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $59 

86 Broken Earth 2010 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). Aromas of dust and 

stewed plums give a pleasing entry, but once sipped 
the wine tastes like it needs more time to mature. 
The flavors approach strawberry and other red 
fruits, but remain quite tart and tannic. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

86 Conway 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). The Rutherford grapes that go 

into this wine travel down to Santa Barbara post-
harvest, a journey that doesn’t diminish the wine’s 
sense of place. It represents its dusty provenance 
well amid a taste of sanguine tannins, soy sauce and 
ripe plum. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $77 

86 Joullian 2011 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Carmel Valley). Dust, pipe ash and pencil 

shavings give an Old World vibe to the nose. The 
palate offers very austere blackberry and soil fla-
vors. Serve with pot roast or cigars. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

85 Cuvée Wine Cellars 2010 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Cedar, pepper and herb 

show up in healthy doses within this dense, struc-
tured wine. A good measure of juicy red fruit hits 
the tongue midpalate before fading away. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $37 

85 Keating 2010 Montecillo Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Sonoma Valley). This is a 

soft, still grippy Cabernet with an earthy, tobacco-
infused character that somewhat overwhelms the 
taste of blackberry and black currant. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

84 Billhook 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). A wine of medium weight and al-

cohol that tastes bigger on the palate due to the 
tannins. There’s dullness to the fruit, which shows 
blackberry and cherry amidst a trace of clove before 
a hint of greenness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $33 

84 City Winery of New York 2011 Haystack Peak 
Vineyards Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (At-

las Peak). There’s a tension between leanness and 
grip in this Cab, from the mountainous terrain of 
Atlas Peak. Black tea and tarragon intermingle be-
tween near-hidden layers of black fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 
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82 Estate 1856 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon (So-
noma County). There’s a tannic flatness to 

this 76% Cabernet Sauvignon, with 12% Malbec 
and 12% Petit Verdot blended in. The crunchy 
blackberry and cassis fall somewhat flat on the pal-
ate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

CABERNET FRANC

93 World’s End 2010 Against the Wind Reserve 
Cabernet Franc (Napa Valley). There’s nu-

anced green pepper and herbs on the nose of this 
classic Cabernet Franc, balanced in dense but firm 
black fruit, tobacco and dusty tannins. Rich and 
velvety it has plenty of grip for the long haul and 
is a fine choice for rosemary-adorned lamb. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

90 Ziata 2010 Cabernet Franc (Oakville). A 
perfumed wine, it holds expressive blue-

berry, cedar, black licorice and a seasoning of spice. 
Although it shows upfront tannin, it remains lean 
on the palate and finish. Composed and silky, it 
wants to spend more time in bottle, letting the acid-
ity duke it out with the oak to further soften. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

85 Eagle Eye 2009 Estate AlphaWOLF Ranch 
Cabernet Franc (Napa Valley). The nose is 

muted somewhat and the wine grippy yet a tad thin, 
its flavors a mix of licorice and dust. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $55 

MERLOT

92 World’s End 2010 Little Sister Merlot (Napa 
Valley). Bursting in vibrant red plum and 

raspberry fruit, this bright, juicy wine is layered in 
black peppery seasoning and vanilla. Smooth and 
age-worthy, the finish is lingering and as satisfying 
as a triple encore with drum solo from your favorite 
band. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

90 Pull 2010 Merlot (Paso Robles). Deep aro-
mas of cherry liqueur and cedar make a 

very appealing nose. Cigar box and cherry juice fla-
vors continue to the palate alongside cola nut, and 
there are very chewy tannins. So either serve now 
with a hearty cut of beef, or wait until 2015 for the 
grip to mellow out. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Yates Family Vineyard 2010 Fleur de Veeder 
Merlot (Mount Veeder). Full-bodied, struc-

tured and leathery, it’s characterized by a combina-
tion of plum and gamy meat, accented by a taste of 
black olive tapenade. It finishes smooth and toasty. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

89 Charles Krug 2011 Merlot (Napa Valley). A 
finely made Merlot with smaller amounts 

of Cabernet Sauvignon, Petite Sirah, Malbec and 
Petit Verdot blended in. It offers soft red currant 
fruit, with a nice integration of tannins on the pal-
ate. There’s a long grip of black pepper and clove on 
the finish, and the wine is balanced in weight and 
alcohol. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

89 Still Waters 2009 Still Waters Vineyards 
Merlot (Paso Robles). Intoxicating, inviting 

aromas of vanilla pipe tobacco and rich blueberry 
form the nose. It’s quite extracted on the palate, 
thick and viscous, with powerful cherry and cigar 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

88 Chelsea Goldschmidt 2012 Merlot (Alexan-
der Valley). A collaboration between wine-

maker Nick Goldschmidt and his daughter Chelsea, 
this 100% Merlot delivers great value. Oaky in 
plummy black fruit and tobacco, it shows a touch 
of cedar and clove amidst mountainous tannins. An 
ideal wine for pepper steak off the grill. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

88 Decoy 2012 Merlot (Sonoma County). Tak-
ing time to come around aromatically, it 

opens up with plum and bright red cherry fruit 
that follow on the palate, a touch of savory tobacco 
suggested around the tannins. On the finish expect 
a balance of spice and sweet as black pepper and 
caramel compete for affection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Robert Mondavi 2011 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
Complex and grippy, it offers classic layers 

of spicy black pepper, clove and red cherry and plum 
fruit. Not overpowering on the palate or in price, it 
will pair with flair. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

88 William Hill Estate 2012 Merlot (Central 
Coast). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

87 Educated Guess 2012 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
This is a well-constructed, with 95% of the 

grapes from Napa Valley and the rest supplied from 
nearby Lake County. Merlot makes up 85% of the 
wine; the remainder is Cabernet Sauvignon. Hearty, 
it offers juicy plum and black cherry as well as 
streaks of cedar and black pepper. The tannins are 
soft and integrated while the finish hints at mocha 
and chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Rutherford Ranch 2012 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
Plummy, soft and supple, this 100% Merlot 

dances in bright black cherry fruit and vanilla. Juicy 
on the palate and food-friendly, it finishes dusty 
and fast. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

86 District 2011 Merlot (Oakville). There’s a 
spicy cinnamon character to this wine 

that’s otherwise flush in blackberry and chest-
pounding ripe fruit and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

85 Benziger 2011 Merlot (Sonoma County). A 
mix of plum and vanilla, this is an easygo-

ing Merlot that’s good for most group occasions and 
palates, muted in aroma but developed in flavor. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

85 Broken Earth 2010 Estate Merlot (Paso Ro-
bles). Fresh smells of blue raspberry and 

black licorice characterize the nose. On the palate, 
it’s heavily tannic, beginning with some cherry be-
fore becoming distractingly grippy. Hold until 2017. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

82 Michel-Schlumberger 2011 Le Sage Merlot 
(Dry Creek Valley). This is a big Merlot, 

earthy but a tad flat, with a tobacco-like bitterness 
on the tail end. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

GRENACHE

90 Chamisal Vineyards 2011 Estate Grenache 
(Edna Valley). Boasting a beautiful ruby 

red color, this cool-climate Grenache offers aromas 
of red and pink roses, with blackberry juice down 
the middle and a lithe, near-citrus freshness on the 
edges. It’s very spicy once sipped, with the black-
berry juice and sharper citrus present again. Would 
be great with blue cheese burgers. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

88 Epiphany 2011 Grenache (Santa Barbara 
County). A complex aromatic profile of 

the fruit, spice and savory elements found in plum 
chutney, this promising wine drops off a bit once 
sipped. But it is still tasty, with freshly picked plum 
flavors bringing fruit, tartness and tannins together, 
a bit of bacon fat on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $30 

81 Four Fields 2012 Grenache (El Dorado Coun-
ty). A vivid floral aroma pops from the glass 

and carries through to the palate, blending orange 
blossom with bursts of cherry, orange and red ver-
mouth. It’s smooth in texture, full-bodied and not 
very tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $20 

MOURVÈDRE

91 Rideau 2011 Estate Mourvèdre (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Meaty, herbaceous notes of black tea, 

roast beef and tar form the aromatic profile of this 
varietally typical yet comparably smooth bottling 
from New Orleans native Iris Rideau’s longtime 
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winery. On the palate, red and black licorice accom-
pany cola and a certain leathery character, with a 
finish of Chinese five spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

88 Adelaida 2011 Anna’s Estate Vineyard 
Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). A brighter, more 

mineral- and acid-driven take on the often rus-
tic Rhône grape, this kicks off with fresh smells of 
raspberry and rock. The palate brings tart cherry, 
followed by just-ripe black berry and really ripe 
raspberry on the midpalate, and a tartness on the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $32 

88 Winery by the Creek 2012 Mourvèdre (Ama-
dor County). This grape variety originated 

in Spain and is also popular in the southern Rhône 
Valley of France. In this bottling, smoky, chocolaty 
aromas lead to blackberry and dark cherry flavors, a 
broad, generous texture and moderate tannins. It’s 
rather big in structure but not heavy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.25% Price: $26 

86 Eagle Eye 2009 AlphaWOLF Ranch Estate 
Petit Verdot (Napa Valley). Puckering in 

mouthfuls of leathery, burly tannins, the color and 
power indicate Petit Verdot all right, so dark black 
is the wine and bursting in black licorice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $60 

SYRAH

94 Cattleya 2012 Soberanes Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 4. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $70 

93 Chamisal Vineyards 2011 Estate Syrah (Edna 
Valley). Crushed potpourri, cherry-rhubarb 

pie, black pepper and fresh raspberry aromas lift 
this Syrah to the upper echelon. There are very nu-
anced, evolving flavors on the palate: violet and lav-
ender, red and black currant, chamomile tea. Soft 
and even tannins make for a more delicate experi-
ence overall. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

93 Justin 2011 Focus Syrah (Paso Robles). There 
is a pleasantly dainty nose on this decid-

edly undainty wine, with light, toasted coconut and 
cherry cola aromas. The palate discloses root beer, 
cooked raspberry and slight vanilla, with flavors 
walking an expert tightrope between the grape’s 
brooding character and an acidic freshness. It’s 
ideal for pairing with a variety of foods, from hearty 
cuts of beef and sausage to turkey and pork roast. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $100 

93 Venteux 2011 Tache le Verra Syrah (Santa 
Barbara County). This is a Syrah to be reck-

oned with. Deep violet, macerated cherry and black 
berry and fresh fennel on the nose give way to a 

luxurious palate, where a little sip goes a long way. 
Flavors include black and sour cherry and licorice-
led herbals, providing great tension between fruit 
and spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $38 

92 Adelaida 2011 Reserve Block 5 Anna’s Estate 
Syrah (Paso Robles). The tension between 

ripe fruits, lovely florals and savory spices make this 
memorable. On the nose, aromas include blueberry 
pie, violet and anise, while the palate offers plum 
jam followed by tree bark tartness finished with 
dried oregano. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

92 Chamisal Vineyards 2011 Califa Syrah (Edna 
Valley). Deep and rich aromas of clove and 

brandy form the nose of this cool-climate Syrah. On 
the palate, there is prominent Coca-Cola and a little 
tobacco, making for a very approachable style that 
wipes up its finish pretty quickly. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

92 Epoch Estate Wines 2011 Block B, Paderewski 
Vinyard Syrah (Paso Robles). This is Syrah 

at its rich and rugged finest, with aromas of grilled 
game, freshly turned earth, barnyard and even body 
odor. Once sipped, flavors of a blackberry-crusted 
roast and clove emerge, with serious tannins that 
will promise ageability. It’s good for drinking now, 
but can hold until 2017. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $75 

92 Joyce 2012 Tondre Grapefield Syrah (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). This is an extremely 

smooth Syrah, another reminder of how well the 
Rhône grape does when planted in California’s 
cooler Pinot Noir climates. Licorice and boysen-
berry characterize the nose, with the combination 
of rich fruit and peppery spice framing the palate. 
The lingering vanilla finish kicks it up even one 
more notch. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

92 Leoness 2011 Fitzpatrick Vineyard Syrah 
(Temecula Valley). For full review see page 

7. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $49 

91 Venteux 2010 Estate Syrah Syrah (Paso Ro-
bles). Roasted game, white pepper, sage and 

tarragon form the spicy, savory nose on this Syrah 
from the Templeton Gap area. It is extremely soft on 
the palate, ripe with blueberry and blackberry juice, 
nicely gripping tannins, and a refreshing tartness. 
Serve with rosemary grilled lamb. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $46 

90 Demetria 2011 North Slope Syrah (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Root beer, Coca-Cola and 

cherry soda aromas get spicy kicks from pepper and 
tarragon on this Côte Rôtie-style Syrah-Viognier. 
Boysenberry leads the palate, with black pepper and 
a bitter, dark chocolate finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $38 

90 Solminer 2012 DeLanda Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Ynez Valley). This lighter-bodied 

and colored wine works the lithe side of the Syrah 
scale, with fresh whiffs of licorice, squeezed cherry 
and dark chocolate on the nose. On the palate, fresh 
plums, sour cherries and tart pomegranate juice 
come with herbal notes and solid tannins to keep 
your attention. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

89 Bien Nacido 2011 Estate Syrah (Santa Maria 
Valley). Blackberry fruit is enhanced with 

cola, clove and smoke on the nose of this cool-cli-
mate Syrah from the legendary Bien Nacido Vine-
yard. The barrel smoke is also prevalent on the pal-
ate, though cherry is the core flavor, and the serious 
tannins play a major role. This will be even better 
from 2016 and beyond. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $52 

86 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Shiraz (California). 
For full review see page 15. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $8 

PETITE SIRAH

92 C. Beck 2010 Petite Sirah (Napa Valley). An 
inky black 100% Petite Sirah that’s smoky 

and soft, luxurious in nuanced and complex layers 
of black and blueberry fruit, black pepper and wild 
game. An incredible offering from the Napa Valley. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

91 Spellbound 2009 Reserve Petite Sirah (Napa 
Valley). Black as night, it offers classic char-

acteristics. Oodles of black pepper on the nose and 
palate are seasoned over soft, lush tannins and 
hearty layers of licorice, dark chocolate and coffee. 
It’s ready to enjoy now but will also grow gracefully 
over many years. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

90 Berryessa Gap 2011 Club Series Durif (Yolo 
County). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13.6% Price: $23 

90 Stags’ Leap Winery 2011 Petite Sirah (Napa 
Valley). There are small percentages of Syr-

ah, Grenache, Carignane, Mourvèdre and Viognier 
in this Petite. Combined, they add to a greater whole 
of inky, coffee-mocha flavor around soft, restrained 
tannins. Blackberry and blueberry fruit also figure 
prominently, as good as your grandmother’s pies. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $39 

89 Keating 2011 Petite Sirah (Rockpile). Leather 
saddle and gingerbread spice come to mind 

first, followed by savory black pepper, more leather 
and plenty of dark coffee on the palate. Layered and 
juicy it has plenty of muscle and power. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $38 
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88 Elyse 2010 York Creek Vineyard Petite Sirah 
(Napa Valley). A blend of 73% Petite Sirah 

with 17% Zinfandel, this is a black, inky wine, as to 
be expected, from Spring Mountain’s longstanding 
York Creek Vineyard. Dusty, earthy and mouthfill-
ing, it is out and out savory. Tastes of black pepper 
and gamy oak lead to a lingering finish marked by 
more peppery spice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $37 

88 Miro 2012 Petite Sirah (Dry Creek Valley). 
This wine offers a lighter side of Petite Sir-

ah. It conveys more red fruit than brooding black 
and blue, a taste of red licorice and lean, balanced 
red cherries sleekly layered over earthy plum and 
spice. Its structure and acidity make it food-friend-
ly, ready to accent a black pepper steak or similarly 
seasoned roast. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

87 Anaba 2011 Teldeschi Vineyard Home Ranch 
Petite Sirah (Dry Creek Valley). Brambly soft 

vanilla marks this wine that’s otherwise bright in 
blueberry fruit and zesty acidity. Medium in weight, 
it has an abbreviated finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

87 Foppiano 2011 Estate Bottled Petite Sirah 
(Russian River Valley). There’s plenty of dark 

chocolate and full-throttled blueberry fruit in this 
Petite Sirah from a producer with a longstanding 
history with the grape. Subtle yet chewy black pep-
per plays on the palate, finishing in a waft of smoke. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

ZINFANDEL

93 Maley Brothers Vineyards 2012 Lodi Native 
Wegat Vineyards Zinfandel (Mokelumne Riv-

er). One of six Lodi Native wines from 2012, this Zin 
is very dark and deep in color and has attractively 
smoky, spicy aromas. It packs in tremendously rich 
fruit flavors, full body and a generous, broad tex-
ture. Concentrated boysenberry, blueberry and 
blackberry essences seem bursting to get out as you 
sip. Delicious but not over the top. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

92 Fields Family 2012 Lodi Native The Century 
Block Zinfandel (Mokelumne River). It’s 

crafted by one of the six Lodi Native wineries us-
ing native yeast and neutral barrels. Savory and dis-
tinctive, it offers smoky, peppery, meaty complexity 
and mellow fruit flavors. Full-bodied but not tannic, 
it has a velvety texture and finishes soft but long. It 
seems made for mealtime. —J.G. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

92 Macchia 2012 Lodi Native Noma Ranch Zin-
fandel (Mokelumne River). Very full-bodied 

it carries a gorgeous ripe blackberry character from 
the first whiff to the long, lingering finish. Deep, 

dark ruby in color, it discloses aromas of berries 
with hints of cedar. The pure fruit essence in the 
flavor makes it delicious, compelling and memo-
rable. —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $35 

92 St Amant 2012 Lodi Native Marian’s Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Mokelumne River). Not a fruit 

bomb, it’s suave and complex. Aged in neutral oak, 
this limited-production wine shows baking spices 
in aroma, a smooth, lush texture and good concen-
tration. Plum and blackberry flavors are layered, so-
phisticated and linger on the finish. It’s full-bodied, 
but has enough tannin and acidity to balance out 
the richness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Lange Twins 2010 Centennial Zinfandel 
(Lodi). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 15.7% Price: $60 

90 Perry Creek 2011 Zinman Zinfandel (El Do-
rado). It captures the Sierra Foothills bal-

ance of power and seems to have everything in the 
right proportions, including the price. Deep, nearly 
opaque garnet in color, it offers cedar and clove aro-
mas that lead to rich fruit flavors like blackberry 
and boysenberry, firm tannins and full body. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $14 

90 Sobon Estate 2012 Lubenko Zinfandel (Fid-
dletown). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

90 Sobon Estate 2012 Old Vines Zinfandel 
(Amador County). For full review see page 

14. Best Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Charles B. Mitchell 2012 Indian Hills Vine-
yard Zinfandel (Fair Play). An attractive, 

dry, lighter style of Zinfandel, it has fresh raspberry 
aromas and a rich enough texture to make it appe-
tizing. Medium-bodied, it offers lively fruit flavors 
that linger on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

89 Ehrenberg 2010 Zinfandel (Lodi). Good fla-
vor concentration and a sense of power help 

this stand out. A dark red color goes almost to the 
rim, with aromas that suggest blackberries and rai-
sins. Flavors go deep into sweet oak and dark fruit. 
The tannins support the wine’s overall richness, 
adding a little grip to the texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $28 

89 M2 2012 Lodi Native Soucie Vineyard Zinfan-
del (Mokelumne River). This wine is smooth 

and complete, from the jammy fruit aromas to the 
slightly oak-accented flavors to the lingering, seem-
ingly sweet finish. This limited bottling fermented 
with native yeast picks up attractive toast, vanilla 
and nutmeg flavors that enhance the ripe, pure 

raspberry and blackberry notes that fill out the full 
body. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 McCay Cellars 2012 Lodi Native Trulux Vine-
yard Zinfandel (Mokelumne River). One of 

a limited release set of Zinfandels fermented with 
native yeast and aged in neutral barrels. It’s deep 
garnet colored, nearly black to the rim. Barrel-aged 
complexity shows in the lightly spicy aromas like 
cinnamon and toast, along with faintly herbal but 
largely plummy aromas and flavors. It’s full-bodied, 
smooth and rounded. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

88 Castle Rock 2012 Zinfandel (Lodi). For full 
review see page 14. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Watts 2012 Upstream Zinfandel (Lodi). Bal-
anced toward the bold side, it’s full-bodied 

and shows aromas of ripe grapes and sage, accom-
panied by flavors of cherry and plum. Layers of fine 
tannin give it grip without bitterness. Tasty cherry 
and baking spice flavors linger on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $25 

87 Charles B. Mitchell 2012 Zinfandel (Amador 
County). It has a vivid ruby color, cherry and 

raspberry aromas and flavors, and good balance. It’s 
not too fat, but medium bodied, with firm tannins 
that help frame the ripe fruit. It adds up to an el-
egant style. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

87 Sobon Estate 2011 Rezerve Zinfandel (Ama-
dor County). Easy-drinking and dry, it starts 

with pleasant strawberry and raspberry aromas 
that lead to moderately rich fruit flavors accented 
with white pepper. It doesn’t feel as full-bodied as 
one might expect from Amador, and has an almost 
soft, silky finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $24 

85 Sobon Estate 2012 Rezerve Primitivo (Ama-
dor County). A sense of sweetness from oak 

smooths out this medium- to full-bodied wine and 
complements the moderate tannins and smooth 
texture. A pleasant plummy thread winds through 
the aromas and flavors, lingering on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $24 

85 Winery by the Creek 2012 Lyman Vineyard 
Reserve Zinfandel (Fiddletown). Well-bal-

anced, this medium- to full-bodied Zin offers spice 
and berry aromas and plummy flavors. The notice-
able, firm tannins are a good thing in Zinfandel, 
which can sometimes be too soft. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

RED BLENDS

93 Proulx 2011 Merveille (Paso Robles). Aromas 
of egg nog, gingery spices and rich black-
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berry fruit power the nose on this blend of 46% 
Zinfandel, 26% Merlot, 24% Petite Sirah, 2% Gr-
enache and 2% Syrah. The mouthfeel is velvety and 
the flavors are quite fun: black fruit, grilled pork fat 
and a nuanced finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

92 Cottonwood Canyon 2012 Bistro Red (Santa 
Maria Valley). This Pinot Noir-Syrah blend 

opens up with aromas of cherry compote, red cur-
rant, pencil shavings and roasted beets. It’s ex-
tremely silky on the palate, with purple fruit, even 
blueberries present. The alcohol is not out of bal-
ance, thanks to a touch of bitterness. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $24 

92 World’s End 2010 Wavelength Sugarloaf 
Mountain Vineyard Syrah-Cabernet Franc 

(Napa Valley). Rich and hearty, it’s an unusual 
Napa Valley blend of 65% Syrah and 35% Cabernet 
Franc, fruity in bright red raspberry and dark plum. 
High-toned amidst its luxurious mouthfeel, it’s 
well-developed with plenty of structure and mel-
lowed tannins. The herbal element is underplayed, 
with the tobacco more prominent. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

91 Oso Libre NV Por Vida (Paso Robles). This 
nonvintage blend of 50% Cabernet Sauvin-

gon-41% Primitivo-9% Mourvèdre begins with a 
nose of red berries, pencil shavings and eucalyptus 
acorns. Very ripe pomegranate and cooked berries 
dominate the palate, set off by pepper spices. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

91 Yates Family Vineyard 2010 Alden Perry Re-
serve (Mount Veeder). Upfront red currant 

and plum fruit marks this well-composed propri-
etary blend that offers juicy, leathery texture and 
plenty of muscle to make an impact. Structured, it 
could be cellared if need be but is entirely drinkable 
right now. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

91 Zaca Mesa 2010 Z-Cuvee G-S-M (Santa Ynez 
Valley). The exciting range of aromas include 

the rose petal lift of Grenache and a citrusy mix 
of grapefruit and grenadine, as well as iron, whole 
peppercorns and Dr. Pepper soda. It’s quite smooth 
once sipped, with tart cranberry-orange fruit and 
noticeable tannins. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

90 Alma Sol 2011 Meritage (Paso Robles). 
Green elements are often frowned upon 

in New World Bordeaux, but this wine shows why 
that’s flawed thinking. Black pepper and sour cherry 
accompany vibrant jalapeño on the nose. That vivid 
herbaceous character extends to the palate, making 
for an intriguing, eye-opening drink. Why not pair 
with chile relleno? —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $38 

90 Quadrant 2010 Copper (Paso Robles). 
Spiced plums and purple flowers such as 

violet make for an appealing aromatic profile on 
this well-priced wine, a blend of 57% Syrah, 23% 
Petite Sirah, 17% Grenache and 3% Viognier. The 
palate is soft with flavors of ginger and red currant, 
tasting elegant though not exactly restrained. The 
strong tannins could use until 2016 to mellow out 
properly. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

89 Atalon 2011 Pauline’s Cuvée (Napa Valley). A 
blend of 63% Merlot, 31% Cabernet Franc 

and 6% Cabernet Sauvignon, the vineyards for this 
red blend stretch from Coombsville to Stagecoach. 
That span provides the wine with both toasty oak 
and juicy, soft, dusty black cherry and berry fruit. 
On the nose, it’s classic Cab Sauvignon, all black 
currant and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Rancho Sisquoc 2011 Flood Family Vineyards 
(Santa Maria Valley). Chalky dust, fine sand 

and a pasilla-chile spice dominate the nose of this 
Bordeaux blend from one of the longest-running 
Santa Barbara County estate wineries. Its fairly 
light body allows for easy drinking, with strong 
oregano, thyme and black pepper notes. The green 
pepper elements do persist throughout, so perhaps 
this is not for people seeking a juice bomb, but nice 
tannins on the end to ensure an evolving sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

88 Dry Creek Vineyard 2011 The Mariner Mer-
itage (Dry Creek Valley). A red Meritage 

blend of 51% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 
10% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot and 4% Mal-
bec, the name honors Dry Creek Vineyard’s love of 
seafaring. With a nod to the Old World, it’s lean and 
savory in black tea and exotic herb. Juicy, brambly 
berry come to the fore on the finish, which is still 
grippy on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

88 MCV 2012 Red (Paso Robles). This Petite 
Sirah-led blend offers cherry, cedar and 

smoke, with a bit of morel mushroom funk on the 
nose. The palate reveals tobacco, plum jam and 
harder-than-expected tannins, with a slight vanilla 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $21 

88 Oso Libre NV Primoroso (Paso Robles). Oso 
Libre ventures into the nonvintage category 

with this blend of 10 wines from the past five years, 
delivering a nose with blackberry and a pinch of 
pepper. The meaty wine really gets your attention 
once sipped, with boysenberry, cracked peppercorn, 
some iron and a lingering licorice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $39 

88 V. Sattui 2010 Paradiso (Napa Valley). Dark 
and viscous, this blends 65% Cabernet 

Sauvignon with 26% Merlot and 5% Petit Ver-
dot. All settle into a high percentage of new French 
oak, which lends the wine a brawny, savory leather 

mouthfeel. The flavors tend toward olive, black pep-
per and cedar, a powerhouse in all. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

87 Pull 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon-Merlot (Paso 
Robles). This 50-50 blend offers a bit of dust 

on the nose with some eager-to-emerge blueberry. 
Those blueberries show up stronger on the palate, 
and there is a definite sense of rich, fresh-turned 
dirt. It’s very much a soil-driven wine. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

OTHER RED WINES

91 Y Rousseau 2011 Alder Springs Vineyard Tan-
nat (Mendocino County). This big, tannic, 

compelling wine needs aging and/or a robust dish 
like roast beef or grilled lamb chops to show its best 
stuff. It has a deep smoky red color, intense aromas 
of wood smoke, black pepper and Worcestershire 
sauce, with flavors of black cherry, cinnamon, clove 
and cassis. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $200/1.5 L 

90 Michael David 2012 Ancient Vine Cinsault 
(Lodi). For full review see page 12. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

OREGON
CHARDONNAY

92 Adelsheim 2012 Caitlin’s Reserve Chardon-
nay (Willamette Valley). This is barrel-fer-

mented in one-third new French oak. The fruit is 
perfectly ripe, clean and expansive, running from 
apple into light tropical flavors. There are light hints 
of honey and caramel, but, as usual, the fruit is 
front and center, and the barrels play a supporting 
role. Previous vintages of this wine have proven to 
be ageworthy, with a prime drinking window from 
2020–2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Ponzi 2012 Reserve Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

90 Stoller 2013 Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). 
Here is a fine, fruity, expressive example of 

all-stainless Oregon Chardonnay. A generous mix 
of apple, pear, lime and lemon zest combines with 
perfect balance to yield a wine with real flavor and 
depth that is not derived from barrel aging. The low 
alcohol is an added bonus. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

84 Dragonfly Creek 2012 Estate Reserve Char-
donnay (Willamette Valley). This wine 

doesn’t pull itself together very well, perhaps as a 
result of oak treatments that need additional time 
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to resolve themselves. In any event the flavors are 
woody, oily and disjointed. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

PINOT BLANC

92 Ponzi 2013 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Valley). 
A picture-perfect white wine, it offers pre-

cise, detailed fruit flavors of apple, pear and melon, 
dotted with a dash of white pepper. Flavors are deep 
and the mouthfeel elegant and penetrating. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $20 

90 Elk Cove 2013 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). This lovely wine shows perfect physi-

ological ripeness, with high acidity intact. Melon 
and white peach fruit flavors anchor a snappy, fresh, 
all-stainless style. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2013 Pinot Blanc (Wil-
lamette Valley). This was whole-cluster 

pressed and fermented in stainless steel. Low in 
alcohol and high in acid, it’s bone dry, short, and 
finishes on the sour side of tart, with a hint of rot. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $20 

PINOT GRIS

93 Aubichon Cellars 2012 Vista Hills Pinot Gris 
(Dundee Hills). Distinctive, artisanal and 

sourced from a spectacular site, this was fermented 
in oak and barrel aged. The hock bottle indicates the 
Alsatian style, and the wine inside is both powerful 
and sturdy, with supple, generous flavors of stone 
fruits running into light tropicality. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

91 Coeur de Terre 2013 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). Lightly blushed, it’s fresh and refresh-

ing. Flavors of perfectly ripened pear explode from 
the glass, with generous fruit and a palate-pleasing 
sprinkle of cinnamon. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $19 

91 Elk Cove 2013 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
For full review see page 9. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13% Price: $19 

91 King Estate 2013 Signature Collection Pinot 
Gris (Oregon). There’s extra richness across 

the palate of perfectly ripened apple, pear and 
melon fruit. The weight of the wine in the mouth is 
substantial but maintains a sense of lightness and 
proportion, and the finish extends out gracefully 
as long as you can wait for that next sip. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Lange 2013 Reserve Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Entirely fermented in neutral pun-

cheons, this new release shows some extra depth 
and roundness, with a clean, leesy and mineral un-
derpinning. Fresh cut pear and a hint of orange peel 
highlight the core fruit flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $28 

90 Acrobat 2013 Pinot Gris (Oregon). A double 
bonus here—a price drop and what is cer-

tainly the best vintage yet for this widely available 
Pinot Gris. Outstanding depth of flavor focuses on 
apple, pear and melon fruits. There’s an appealing 
streak of vanilla custard, with a lush mouthfeel and 
plenty of detail right on through the generous finish. 
Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90 Lange 2013 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
Pinot Gris from 2013 is looking very good 

in the Willamette, with crisp, concise, complex fla-
vors. Here it’s a mix of lemon, lime and pineapple, 
with refreshing minerality. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $18 

88 Maysara 2013 Momtazi Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(McMinnville). Finished (apparently) off-

dry, this seems to show some residual sugar in a 
leesy, yeasty style. The fruit suggests pears and cot-
ton candy, with juicy acidity supporting the sweet-
ness. Don’t look for your standard dry Pinot Gris, 
but what’s here is generous and enjoyable. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

88 Silvan Ridge 2013 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). This is aggressively tart and herbal, 

but shows good density and concentration. Flavors 
of lemon verbena mixed with lime-ade run true and 
full on through an extended, focused finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2013 Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). All stainless ferment-

ed, this seems to show some residual sugar, perhaps 
in order to round out the austere acidity. Lemon and 
tangerine fruit—all with plenty of acid—are anno-
tated with highlights of fresh cilantro. It would be a 
fine match for simple, white fish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 River’s Edge 2011 Pinot Gris (Umpqua Valley). 
Aged in neutral oak barrels with malolactic 

fermentation, this medium yellow-colored wine 
brings notes of wheat cereal, peach and lees. It’s dry 
and broad in feel with tart acidity, seeming slightly 
advanced for its age. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $16 

87 Silvan Ridge 2013 Estate Bottled Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). This is searingly tart, 

with more lemon juice than pear fruit, and sug-
gestions of unripe pineapple. On the plus side, it’s 
bright, vivid and strongly acidic. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

86 Corvallis Cellars 2013 Pinot Gris (Oregon). 
Young and spicy, this easy-drinking Pinot 

Gris still shows some bite and some bitterness, per-
haps from skin contact. Give it a little more bottle 
age, and drink it chilled, to bring out the tart fruit 
and cut the phenolics. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $19 

85 Château Bianca 2013 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). The low alcohol suggests fruit that 

was minimally ripened, and the flavors seem closer 
to fresh greens than ripe fruit. There’s a splash of 
gooseberry, again quite tart, and a leesy texture. 
Drink chilled with a fresh salad. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

RIESLING

95 Trisaetum 2013 Estates Reserve Riesling 
(Willamette Valley). Sourced from the best 

barrels made at the winery in 2013, this off-dry re-
serve checks in with roughly 30 g/L residual sugar, 
and plenty of acidity to more than balance it out. 
It’s sweet, tart and sappy, with concentrated, juicy 
flavors of Meyer lemon, grapefruit and tangerine. It 
feels full-bodied and roundly fruity, then continues 
to extend itself with concentrated details of mineral 
and acid. A wine of exceptional power and length. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $32 

95 Trisaetum 2013 Estates Reserve Dry Riesling 
(Willamette Valley). For full review see page 

4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 12% Price: $32 

94 Trisaetum 2013 Ribbon Ridge Estate Riesling 
(Ribbon Ridge). Both the dry and off-dry 

Ribbon Ridge Rieslings are outstanding—no need to 
pick a favorite. Here is an elegant, sophisticated mix 
of stone fruits, mineral, sweet fruit sugar and brac-
ing acidity. The overall balance, tension and com-
plexity are superb. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $24 

94 Trisaetum 2013 Ribbon Ridge Estate Dry 
Riesling (Ribbon Ridge). This dry wine from 

the Ribbon Ridge vineyard, adjacent to the winery, 
is briskly tart without being sour. Flavors of lemony 
tea and Meyer lemon meringue intrigue immedi-
ately. There is splendid structure and complexity in 
play here, with layers of flower, citrus and mineral, 
all in perfect harmony. It’s easy to believe this wine 
could age through 2024, even longer. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

93 Trisaetum 2013 Coast Range Estate Riesling 
(Yamhill-Carlton District). This is the medi-

um-dry (about 23 g/L residual sugar) Riesling from 
one of Trisaetum’s estate vineyards. Full-bodied, 
forward and bearing an acid-driven mix of pear, 
white peach, apricot and papaya fruit flavors, this 
wine delivers gobs of pleasure immediately, yet con-
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tinues to add depth and detail when left to breathe 
overnight. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 10.8% Price: $24 

92 Trisaetum 2013 Coast Range Estate Dry Ries-
ling (Yamhill-Carlton District). This offers a 

hint of honey in the nose, then moves into a fresh 
palate loaded with a full range of yellow fruits. The 
acidity is spot on, and a suggestion of wet cement 
adds a hint of mineral to the lengthy finish. Drink 
now through 2024. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

91 Trisaetum 2013 Wichmann Dundee Estate 
Riesling (Dundee Hills). Mostly fermented 

with native yeasts, this shows a yeasty/floral com-
ponent right from the start. A suggestion of honey 
accompanies juicy grapefruit and orange fruit fla-
vors. The overall balance is excellent, fading out 
just a little sooner than most of the winery’s other 
outstanding Rieslings. —P.G. 
abv: 10.6% Price: $24 

90 Trisaetum 2013 Wichmann Dundee Estate 
Dry Riesling (Dundee Hills). Newly grafted 

over from Pinot Gris, this is the first vintage for 
Wichman Dundee Estate Rieslings. Aromas are 
gentle and offer a suggestion of rose petals and 
mint. The palate has a lightly toasted aspect, with 
medium weight and solid fruit flavors. It’s a good 
effort, but it remains the lightest of the Trisaetum 
offerings. —P.G. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $24 

89 Kramer 2012 Yamhill Vineyard Riesling 
(Yamhill-Carlton District). Sourced from 

vines approaching 30 years of age, this is quite dry 
and complex, with plenty of dry extract. Scented 
with citrus and stone fruits, flavors run more to-
ward apple and pear. The length is impressive. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

86 Château Bianca 2013 Riesling (Willamette 
Valley). Pungent and acidic to the brink of 

sour, this tastes like unsweetened grapefruit juice. 
Though not especially typical for Riesling, it might 
be a pleasant match for fresh oysters. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Ponzi 2013 Arneis (Willamette Valley). This 
racy, textural white wine presents a mix of 

wet stone and sweet yellow apple flavors. Bright and 
persistent, it is surprisingly rich, almost unctuous, 
and almost demands a second glass, or a second 
bottle if you must share it. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

86 Château Bianca 2013 Gewurztraminer (Wil-
lamette Valley). Floral and lightly soapy, 

this is clean and simple, with bare bones varietal 

character. Drink it chilled within the first couple of 
years after release. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Treos 2013 Dry Muscat Muscat (Willamette 
Valley). Sampled in a half bottle, this un-

usual version of a Muscat (most are off-dry) was 
quite tart, with potent flavors of citrus flesh and 
rind. Not as much orange flavor as one might expect, 
it’s more in the lemon/grapefruit camp. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $21/375 ml 

86 Treos 2012 Stolen Kisses White (Willamette 
Valley). Two bottles were tasted; the first 

sour and disjointed, the second, considerably bet-
ter, with tart lemon and green apple fruit and some 
pretty orange-peel highlights. It’s finished with a 
screwcap so a bad cork is not an issue, but watch 
out for bottle variation. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $21 

85 Kramer 2013 Müller-Thurgau (Yamhill-Carl-
ton District). This shows its residual sugar 

without quite masking the very tart fruit. Flavors 
are simple and clean, hinting at barely ripe melon, 
sweetened with a bit of sugar. —P.G. 
abv: 10.4% Price: $14 

SPARKLING WINES

88 Silvan Ridge 2013 Early Muscat (Willamette 
Valley). This is a frizzante style of Muscat, 

the pressure slight enough to allow for a screwcap 
seal. Off-dry, spicy and aromatic, it’s a great sipping 
wine, with concentrated flavors of sweet orange-
pekoe tea. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 6% Price: $15 

85 Kramer 2013 Celebrate Pinot Gris (Yamhill-
Carlton District). This young sparkler is 

bracingly tart, and seems to have zero dosage. 
Flavors are simple, fruity and fresh, and the wine 
works well as a base for cocktails. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

84 Kramer 2013 Celebrate Müller-Thurgau 
(Yamhill-Carlton District). Off-dry, it’s sim-

ple and clean, with not much flavor beyond basic 
light melon. It can best serve as a mixer for cocktails 
or punch. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

ROSÉS

90 The Eyrie Vineyards 2013 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Cherries and straw-

berries abound in this elegant wine. Old-vine fruit 
was fermented and briefly aged in neutral barrels 
that somehow lend a subtle hint of apple-pie spices 
to the wine. A perfect late summer sipper. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Elk Cove 2013 Pinot Noir Rosé (Willamette 
Valley). Crafted entirely from estate-grown 

fruit, this tart, citrus-flavored rosé is anchored in 
rhubarb and strawberry flavors. It offers medium 
concentration and length, with a subtle suggestion 
of cola woven into the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Stoller 2013 Pinot Noir Rosé (Dundee Hills). 
This offers fresh fruit flavors of watermelon 

and strawberry. Delicate and flavorful, it’s perfect 
for sipping on your porch, deck, boat or simply 
while picnicking. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

87 Coeur de Terre 2013 Rustique Rosé (Willa-
mette Valley). Bold and fruity, this saignée-

style rosé is 75% Syrah and 25% Pinot Noir. Tart, 
tangy, primary fruit flavors of watermelon, straw-
berry and cranberry fill the mouth, turning just a 
little bit sour in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

86 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2013 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). A pretty strawberry-

colored rosé, this shows uniform scents and flavors 
of strawberry, with a peppery kick in the finish. It 
was fermented in neutral French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

PINOT NOIR

94 Trisaetum 2012 Estates Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). For full review see page 

5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

93 The Eyrie Vineyards 2012 Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Fine-tuning a legacy, second-

generation winemaker Jason Lett’s wines are clean, 
elegant, poised and balanced. This is textbook Pi-
not Noir, with just-ripe raspberry and cherry fruit, 
vivid acidity, savory herb, and a foundation of clay 
and clean earth. Drink now–2024. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

93 The Eyrie Vineyards 2011 Original Vines Re-
serve Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). When first 

opened this wine was stubbornly unyielding, but 
with some coaxing (and many hours) it began to un-
fold. Its mix of rhubarb, tart berry, a whiff of stem 
and bright, pineapple acidity. As with old-school 
Eyrie, you may expect it to age for decades. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

93 Trisaetum 2012 Ribbon Ridge Estate Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). Coffee aromas and 

some delicate raspberry fruit come up immediately. 
At first the fruit seems over-matched, but give it 
some hours of breathing time and it fills out nicely, 
bringing on sweet cherry nuanced with fresh herbs. 
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The coffee-edged barrel flavors put a frame around 
the finish. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

93 Trisaetum 2012 Wichmann Dundee Estate 
Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). This is just the 

second vintage made from this site in the Red 
Hills of Dundee. It’s an intriguing wine, with richly 
scented accents of soil and compost. Those delicate 
hints of funk mingle with a cherry-soaked midpal-
ate of excellent concentration, and lead into a finish 
streaked with fresh-ground coffee. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

92 Aubichon Cellars 2011 Armstrong Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Ribbon Ridge). Scented with 

sandalwood and cocoa, it’s a nicely balanced blend 
of strawberry, cherry and mineral components, un-
derscored with clean, crisp acidity. A wine you may 
happily sip forever, and cellar through 2024 or lon-
ger. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $50 

92 Aubichon Cellars 2011 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). The reserve is a barrel 

selection and demonstrates its special status with 
pretty floral topnotes suggesting rose petals and 
body soap. In the mouth it’s a substantial wine with 
juicy red fruits, excellent texture and impressive 
length. A lick of milk chocolate puts the frosting on 
the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Dominio IV 2012 Block 36 Willakia Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This lovely ef-

fort shows both finesse and generous ripe fruit. A 
soft smudge of mocha—or maybe halvah—lingers 
gracefully through a lengthy finish. The complexity 
and supple integration of fruit and barrel mark this 
as the best of an excellent lineup from Dominio IV. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 

92 Merriman 2012 Merriman Vineyard Estate 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton District). From 

vines planted in 1999, this nicely oaked effort shows 
full ripeness without sacrificing details of forest and 
mushroom. Cherry cola, iron ore and a palate-pleas-
ing dose of barrel toast all contribute to the lengthy 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

92 Trisaetum 2012 Coast Range Estate Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton District). A defining 

citrus streak runs through this young, tangy wine 
from start to finish. Briary purple fruits carry ap-
pealing flavors of cola and sassafras, and the full 
body and crisp definition keep the wine complex 
and evolving as it sits in the glass. More bottle age 
should improve it even further. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

91 Aubichon Cellars 2011 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This immaculate, fresh and beauti-

fully defined wine is Aubichon’s entry-level Pinot 
Noir, and sets the stage for a lovely lineup. Cranber-
ry, cucumber, wet stone and even a faint hint of ba-
nana wreathe aromatically into a sinuous midpalate 
with both density and focus. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $35 

91 Dominio IV 2012 Flow Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 
Hills). This wine gets good marks for elegance 

and complexity. The scents and flavors seamlessly 
incorporate earth, herb and licorice into a core of 
just-picked berries. A light whiff of shoe polish slips 
into the mix—not unpleasantly. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

91 Lange 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Pretty aromas of boysenberry and 

spicy plum carry over into a broad palate. The fruit 
is framed with ripe tannins, and just a touch of fin-
ishing heat. It’s drinking nicely, but should benefit 
from bottle aging until 2017 for optimum enjoy-
ment. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $34 

91 Le Cadeau 2011 Côte Est Pinot Noir (Oregon). 
Delicate and fascinating, this offers both 

charm and persistence. Deep, drawn-out fruit fla-
vors of raspberry, cranberry and cherry are matched 
to vivid acidity. Balanced and well-structured, this 
promises excellent evolution. Drink after 2018. Cel-
lar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $48 

91 Roco 2012 Clawson Creek Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton District). Initially sharp and spicy, 

this compact effort supports its cranberry and 
cherry fruit with ample acidity. Give it some extra 
time to breathe open and it shows the muscle and 
structure to age nicely through 2024 at least. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Trisaetum 2012 Trisae Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Sourced from all three estate vine-

yards, this offers the same fine structure and impec-
cable balance as the individual cuvées. Berry fruit 
flavors are firmly perched on a frame of iron, with 
polished tannins and a streak of fresh ground coffee 
running through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

91 William Hatcher 2012 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The Hatcher delivers excellent value. 

Concentrated black cherry fruit runs on through a 
delicious, cherry cola finish. It’s dusted with cinna-
mon and sassafras, and built for cellaring through 
2024. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

90 Bethel Heights 2012 Casteel Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This cuvée builds upon 

the forward, pretty, fruit-driven profile of the 2012 
vintage. A mix of rose petals, raspberries and Bing 

cherry flavors, it glides smoothly into a finish with 
soft tannins and a streak of cola. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

90 Coeur de Terre 2012 Oregon Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). A lightly funky whiff of the 

chicken yard underlies the aromatics, but for most 
tasters it will be an asset, as it does not block the 
pretty cherry fruit. These forward, appealing cherry 
flavors, matched to natural acidity and lengthened 
with that whiff of funk, make for a delicious and 
value-priced effort. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Dominio IV 2012 Love Lies Bleeding Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Perhaps love lies 

bleeding (it’s not clear why) but your wallet won’t 
with this moderately priced wine. Smooth and pret-
ty, with a full-bodied midpalate that is supple and 
complete, it’s likely to become your go-to bottle for 
the 2012s while you wait for the pricier wines to 
age. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

90 Dominio IV 2012 Rain on Leaves Stermer 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton Dis-

trict). This elegant, soft wine offers light floral aro-
matics and highlights of raspberry pastry. It’s subtle 
and sexy, with a zippy little gingersnap note tucked 
into it as well. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

90 Panache Cellars 2012 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This fragrant wine from an excel-

lent vintage offers terrific value. Silky and potent, 
it features mixed flavors of berries, cherries, cola 
and mocha, with a dash of white pepper. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $21 

90 Panache Cellars 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). The word “reserve“ is 

hidden on the back label. Another surprise—under 
the thick wax capsule is a glass seal, certain to am-
bush more than a few unsuspecting cork-pullers! 
The wine inside is very much of a piece with the 
regular bottling—aromatic, bright and sappy, with a 
strong citrus/pineapple streak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

90 Roco 2012 Knudsen Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). From one of the founding vineyards 

of the Willamette Valley wine industry, this aromat-
ic Pinot offers an intriguing mix of curry and cumin 
spices, along with pretty raspberry and cherry fruit. 
Tannins are balanced, ripe and firm without be-
ing intrusive. Enjoy this over through 2020–2022. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Roco 2012 Private Stash #10 Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). From the Wits’ End 

estate vineyard’s best lots, this offers a complex 
fruit mix running from orange and pineapple into 
raspberry and cherry. A suggestion of Dr Pepper 
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soda is in play also, and the wine shines with excel-
lent texture and freshness. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

89 Lange 2012 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
In this solidly made wine, the varietal char-

acter shines through, with cranberry and cherry 
fruit precisely defined. It offers medium depth and 
good balance, with a light lick of chocolate in the 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $26 

89 Le Cadeau 2011 Équinoxe Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Sourced from the heart of 

the estate vineyard, this is the most muscular of the 
2011 releases from Le Cadeau. It hails from the the 
Chehalem Mountains AVA, and shows ripe flavors 
of Bing cherries. The tight tannins hint at some 
green, slightly vegetal character, along with barrel 
flavors of coffee and caramel. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $48 

89 Roco 2012 Marsh Estate Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton District). Well-rounded and fruit-

driven, it shows a mix of citrus and berry flavors. 
Still young and not entirely focused, its main asset 
is its concentrated core that brings in hints of men-
thol and spice around cherry cough-drop flavors. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

88 Coeur de Terre 2011 Estate Pinot Noir (Mc-
Minnville). Toasty scents and flavors of the 

barrels (40% new) cloak tart raspberry fruit. It’s 
clean and efficient, though for the moment at least, 
the barrel flavors outrun the rather light fruit. That 
can change over time, so give this one until 2015 or 
so in bottle. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $36 

88 Coeur de Terre 2011 Sarah Jane’s Block Re-
serve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). The 

best of the winery’s 2011 block reserves, this dis-
plays a solid core of cherry fruit, augmented with 
some streaks of steel and stone. It’s firm and tannic, 
with plenty of tart acidity behind the crisp fruit. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

88 Dominio IV 2012 Mulberry Street Vitae 
Springs Vineyard Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-

ley). The lightest wine in the winery’s well-crafted 
lineup, this marries grapefruity acidity to tart cher-
ry fruit. It’s nicely balanced, airy and a pleasure to 
drink. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

88 Kramer 2011 Heritage Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton District). As is often the case with 

Oregon’s 2011 Pinots, this remains stubbornly tight, 
and shows herbal and stem flavors rather than 
pretty fruit. That said, it also displays the excellent 
structure of the better wines from the vintage. Un-
derpinnings of acid and tannin, plus the still sharp-

edged pomegranate fruit, may carry it up to 2024. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

88 Le Cadeau 2011 Diversité Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Potent and pungent, it holds 

juicy acids tasting of grapefruit. It plunges into 
a chocolaty midpalate with strawberry fruit that 
thins into light flavors of soda pop. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

88 Le Cadeau 2011 Rocheux Pinot Noir (Oregon). 
This comes from estate-grown fruit in the 

Chehalem Mountains AVA. Spicy and sharp-toned, 
it brings tart acidity and highlights of orange peel 
to flavors of wild mountain berries. The tannins are 
still a bit rough, but should smooth out with more 
bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $48 

88 River’s Edge 2011 Pinot Noir (Umpqua Val-
ley). Pale in color, it has pleasing aromas 

that mix fruit and barrel with notes of cinnamon, 
cherry and sarsaparilla. The palate is medium bod-
ied with the oak (30% new French and American) 
getting just a bit out front of the fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Roco 2012 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
A penetrating whiff of wintergreen is the 

first impression of this aromatic young wine. The 
tightly-wound fruit brings cranberry and tart plum 
flavors into focus, followed by a lick of dark choco-
late running through stiff tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Roco 2012 Wits’ End Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). Sourced from the estate vine-

yard—the same vineyard that fuels the Private Stash 
reserve—this shows a dusty, somewhat charred 
character, presumably from the barrel aging. Along 
with the slightly burnt toast character comes plenty 
of black cherry fruit, and acids that leave a slightly 
chalky impression in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

88 Siduri 2012 Arbre Vert Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). A delicate, almost frag-

ile wine, this opens with tart fruit flavors of straw-
berry and red plum. There’s more than enough acid-
ity, smooth tannins, and a graceful flow to the wine, 
ending with a light dusting of cocoa. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

88 Torii Mor 2012 Alloro Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Elegant and com-

pact, it offers appealing flavors that call to mind 
a cherry popsickle—fruity, with palate-cleansing 
freshness. The wine does a gentle fade, perhaps 
more quickly than you’d wish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

88 Torii Mor 2012 La Colina Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Even with some hours of 

breathing time, this remains tight and tannic, with 

compact flavors of black cherry hard candy. A streak 
of cola is highlighted with brown spices. The wine 
loses momentum in the finish, which thins out and 
quickly fades. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $60 

88 Walt 2012 Shea Vineyard Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Loaded with scents and 

flavors of chocolate, mocha and buttered toast, this 
forward and very pretty wine surrounds a light core 
of strawberry and cherry fruit. It’s polished—even 
silky—and very tasty, though without the depth and 
complexity for long-term aging. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $65 

87 Coeur de Terre 2011 Renelle’s Block Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This is the 

winery’s “mother block,” the oldest planting that 
dates back to 1999. Bright and spicy—perhaps a 
shade too bright—it hints at volatility. Raspberry 
and cherry fruit are matched with balanced tannins 
and a soft suggestion of clean earth. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

87 Siduri 2012 Muirfield Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This stubbornly tight, 

short, tart wine shows lightly spiced cherry fruit. 
But after being opened for some hours, the flavors 
seem to thin out quickly, leaving an impression of a 
wine that lacks concentration. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

87 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2012 Found-
ers’ Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Black cherry fruit is encased in dark barrel flavors 
of smoke, charcoal and espresso. Tart acids tighten 
up the finish. It’s got plenty of power, but the fruit 
seems over-matched by the oak, at least at this 
young stage. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

86 Corvallis Cellars 2012 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This is a hard, rather 

chewy young wine, tannic and tight, with some 
earthy flavors. The fruit is thin and plummy, with a 
vein of chocolate adding some extra interest. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

86 Evening Land 2012 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The most widely available bottling 

from Evening Land, this has a strong streak of earth 
and bark, with somewhat flat-tasting fruit flavors of 
black cherry cola. It finishes earthy and tannic, with 
a rough edge that may smooth out with additional 
bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

86 River’s Edge 2011 Barrel Select Pinot Noir 
(Umpqua Valley). Light in color, it brings 

notes of cranberry, currant and vanilla, with the 
barrel notes getting out front. The palate is broad in 
feel with tart cranberry flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $23 
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86 Siduri 2012 Hawk’s View Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Spice frames the bone-

dry red fruit, which carries a sharp, astringent fla-
vor profile into a rather short, tight finish. More 
cellar time might help to open this up further. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $42 

86 Silvan Ridge 2011 Freedom Hill Vineyard Re-
serve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Vola-

tile and hinting at a vinegary aftertaste, this offers 
straightforward pomegranate fruit with spice and 
pepper. The finish has a little burn, despite moder-
ate alcohol. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

86 Torii Mor 2012 Dundee Hills Select Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This new cuvée brings for-

ward, spicy, peppery fruit centered around cran-
berry flavors. The back end tannins turn earthy, 
and take the shine off the finish. Perhaps a bit more 
bottle age will open it up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

85 Coeur de Terre 2011 Tallulah’s Run Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This very 

limited block selection is too thin, herbal and green 
to offer much pleasure. Tannins are stemmy and 
overtake the fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

85 Silvan Ridge 2011 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Vinegary overtones suggest a vola-

tile wine from the first sniff. Flavors are high-toned 
as well, with plum and cherry. Some sort of barrel 
treatment brings in dark chocolate and espresso, 
with slightly burnt, bitter tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

83 Dragonfly Creek 2011 Estate Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This wine is aging 

out quickly and will not meet reserve-level expecta-
tions for most consumers. The fruit tastes a little 
cooked and the tannins have a strong stemmy char-
acter. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

OTHER RED WINES

91 Jaxon 2011 Syrah (Rogue Valley). Coming 
from the cool 2011 vintage, this lightly col-

ored wine brings appealing notes of assorted ber-
ries, herbs and barrel spices. It’s very pretty in style, 
soft in feel with a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

90 Sineann 2012 Red Table Wine (Oregon). 
This racy, vivid wine carries an Oregon 

AVA, but the fruit is principally sourced from 
warm sites in the Columbia Gorge. Bright raspber-
ries are set amidst sappy acidity, and the structure 
brings both precision and vitality into play. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $16 

86 Evening Land 2012 Seven Springs Vineyard 
Gamay Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Noticeably 

impacted with scents of leather and chicken-yard 
soils, this also shows some muted, brambly berry 
fruit. It’s tart and juicy, with a flavor of pomegran-
ate or acai berry, and best to be drunk sooner rather 
than later. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

COLORADO
WHITE WINES

88 Sutcliffe 2012 Viognier (Colorado). Ex-
otic and exuberant on the nose, this packs 

scents of peppercorn, crystalized ginger, flower 
and white peach cobbler. Medium in weight, the 
midpalate feels fleshy and fit, with balanced acids 
that drive the concentrated finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

87 Sutcliffe 2012 Riesling (Colorado). Aromas 
of quince, piecrust and apricot transfer onto 

the palate, which feels soft, round and intense. 
Notes of apricot and white strawberry cobbler mark 
the slightly off-dry finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

87 The Infinite Monkey Theorem NV The Blind 
Watchmaker White (Colorado). Expressive, 

honeyed white currant, banana purée and peach 
aromas give this blend of Viognier and Roussanne 
depth. The palate is smooth, lush and weighty, and 
it ends with some warmth and flower tones. —A.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

85 Garfield Estates 2012 V° Viognier (Grand Val-
ley). Notes of cider, sweat and Chinese five 

spice give this wine an intriguing edge. Medium-full 
in weight, it has soft lines, plenty of flesh and a suc-
culent finish. —A.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Sutcliffe 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Colorado). 
Soft scents of apple sauce, currant bud, 

baby’s breath and white nectarine mark this Sau-
vignon Blanc. It has impressive midpalate density, 
with coddling acids and a taste of Asian pear on the 
finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

ROSÉ

83 Sutcliffe 2012 Rosé (Colorado). A concen-
trated and toasty raspberry flavor perme-

ates the light- to medium-bodied palate, which is 
endowed with crisp acids. —A.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

RED WINES

90 Sutcliffe 2011 Cabernet Franc (Colorado). 
For full review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

89 Canyon Wind 2012 Cabernet Franc (Grand 
Valley). Wild berry, pepper and hoisin 

sauce notes carry onto the medium-weight palate, 
which comes with sinewy tannins, succulent acids 
and a long finish. A savory wine that craves to be 
paired with barbecue. Editors’ Choice. —A.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

89 The Infinite Monkey Theorem 2012 Cabernet 
Franc (Grand Valley). Spicy green notes ac-

cent the crème de cassis and peppercorn aromas. 
The palate is concentrated and fluid, with refined 
tannins and a medium-long finish. —A.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $36 

87 Anemoi 2011 Notus (Grand Valley). Quiet 
notes of smoked meat, flowers and toast lead 

on the nose of this blend of 60% Petit Verdot and 
40% Syrah. Traces of mint and blackberry fill in 
the backdrop. This has a lush, alluring mouthfeel, 
but the midpalate needs a few years to gain weight. 
—A.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

87 The Infinite Monkey Theorem 2012 The Hun-
dreth Monkey (Grand Valley). Plush and 

mouthfilling, this blend of Petit Sirah, Malbec, 
Cabernet Franc, Syrah and Tinta Cão comes with 
notes of wild berries, cedar, flowers and spiced co-
coa. Dusty, tongue-coating tannins keep the palate 
grounded. —A.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

86 Canyon Wind 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Grand Valley). A scent of toasted oak fully 

wraps the nose, with touches of mint, fruitcake and 
blackberry underneath. Fine-grained, astringent 
tannins coat the tongue, and tangy acids gain steam 
toward the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

ARIZONA
CHARDONNAY

85 Carlson Creek 2010 Chardonnay (Arizona). 
A mix of peach and lychee aromas give an 

exotic edge. Full in body and fleshy, this is endowed 
with concentrated flavors and tense acids. —A.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $23 

85 Pillsbury 2011 Chardonnay (Cochise County). 
Broad tropical fruit and nut aromas gain 

more focus on the medium- to full-bodied palate. 
The wine feels lush and plump, but solid acidity 
gives it some buoyancy. —A.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 
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84 Page Springs 2010 Arizona Stronghold Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Cochise County). High-

toned lemon and toasted nut notes mark the nose. 
Medium in body, this has cutting acids, which kick 
the salivary glands into overdrive. —A.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

WHITE BLENDS

86 Sultry Cellars 2011 Crop (Arizona). Focused 
scents of white peach, salumi and yellow 

apple mark this blend of 50% Chardonnay and 
50% Sauvignon Blanc. Lax acidity makes the wine 
feel tensionless. A note of apple juice marks the 
medium-long finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $26 

86 Sultry Cellars 2011 Seductive (Arizona). A 
blend of Marsanne, Roussanne and Ries-

ling, this delivers golden apple and toasted pastry-
crust aromas. The middleweight palate comes with 
smooth lines and a lingering note of shortbread on 
the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

84 Fiddlebender NV Evolution (Arizona). Hon-
eyed white-currant and toast aromas lead 

to a middleweight palate that sports slack acids. 
Two bottles tasted, this note reflects the better re-
sult. —A.H. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $13 

84 Fiddlebender NV Out of Sight (Arizona). 
Rose petal and candied lemon scents lead to 

the medium-bodied palate, which loses a touch of 
concentration midway. —A.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $13 

83 Arizona Angel NV Artige White (Arizona). 
Nutty and pomaceous on the nose, this 

blend of Riesling, Grenache Blanc and Gewürztra-
miner has a slightly sweet, slinky palate that makes 
it easy to imbibe. —A.H. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $11 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Pillsbury 2011 Chenin Blanc (Cochise Coun-
ty). Aromatic layers of golden apple and 

pear, beeswax and toasty brioche lead to an ample, 
concentrated palate, which comes threaded with 
glowing acids. Editors’ Choice. —A.H. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $28 

87 Carlson Creek 2011 Chenin Blanc (Arizona). 
Pear juice, toast and macadamia nut aromas 

hit the nose first. The broad-shouldered palate of-
fers integrated acids, which contribute to the plush 
mouthfeel. Hints of brown spice and lemon give the 
finish intrigue. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

86 Pillsbury 2011 Pinot Gris (Cochise County). 
Concentrated toast and golden apple notes 

carry onto the round, medium- to full-bodied pal-
ate, which comes with bright acids, a white peach 
flavor and a sense of flesh. —A.H. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $18 

84 Pillsbury 2011 Symphony (Cochise County). 
Outspoken, delineated notes of candied 

lemon and peach meld with a bold aroma of lychee. 
The attack feels a touch slack, but the acids slowly 
gain steam across the palate, giving the wine a sense 
of delayed energy. —A.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

82 Carlson Creek 2012 Sweet Adeline Riesling 
(Arizona). Silky and easygoing on the pal-

ate, this comes with slightly sweet flavors of shaved 
apples, pears and tropical fruits. —A.H. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

PETITE SIRAH

87 Pillsbury 2009 Stronghold Vineyard Petite 
Sirah (Cochise County). Spiced black-fruit 

aromas come etched with saddle leather and cigar 
box tones. Almost full in body, this Petite Sirah pos-
sess furry mouth-coating tannins and relaxed acids. 
The finish is earthy, showing a tinge of minerality. 
—A.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

86 Page Springs 2010 Estate Vineyard Yavapai 
County Petite Sirah (Arizona). High-pitched 

leather, chewing tobacco and desiccated black-fruit 
aromas lead on the nose. On entrance the wine feels 
loose and easy, but a medium amount of chewy tan-
nins give footing to the second half of the palate. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

86 Freitas 2011 Petite Syrah (Arizona). A mild 
note of blueberry scone hits the nose first, 

followed by touches of grilled herb and flower. The 
palate proves to be quite finessed, showcasing firm 
but buffed tannins and agile acids. Dark cherry and 
pastry spice notes mark the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

RED BLENDS

86 Fiddlebender NV On the Edge (Arizona). Ari-
narnoa (a crossing of Petit Verdot and Mer-

lot), Merlot, Petit Sirah and Nebbiolo go into this 
diverse blend. A medium amount of chalky tannins 
and mild acids give shape to the molten chocolate 
and black cherry flavors. This finishes with light 
traction, plus notes of licorice and potpourri. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Sultry Cellars 2010 Inked (Arizona). Pressed 
flowers, undergrowth and blood orange lead 

to a lithe, medium-weight palate that comes with 

juicy acidity. The finish features hints of desiccated 
black fruit and clover honey. —A.H. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $54 

85 Fiddlebender NV In Tune (Arizona). Orange 
marmalade and potpourri notes are ac-

cented by cocoa powder and toast tones. Silky tan-
nins and even-keeled acids define the palate, which 
concludes with a reprise of the orange flavor. —A.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $16 

85 Freitas 2009 Rays Mesa (Arizona). Baking 
spice, ripe dark cherry and cassis aromas 

lead to a medium-bodied palate that is soft and 
succulent. A blend of Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and Merlot, this finishes with tannic traction. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

85 Page Cellars 2010 Landscape Page Springs 
Estate Vineyard Yavapai County (Cochise 

County). Fleeting leather and black fruit notes creep 
onto the medium-full palate, which feels malleable 
with its lank acids. The finish comes with a focused 
note of long-cut tobacco. —A.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $47 

OTHER RED WINES

84 Page Springs 2010 Colibri Vineyard Grenache 
(Cochise County). Subtle on the nose, it has 

a dusty strawberry-jam aroma. Understated tan-
nins, succulent acids and a somewhat clipped finish 
define the palate. —A.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

84 Freitas 2011 Private Reserve Merlot (Arizo-
na). Worn saddle leather and brown spice 

aromas transfer onto the juicy medium-bodied 
frame, which becomes more sturdy on the finish. 
—A.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

NORTH CAROLINA
RED WINES

90 Raffaldini 2011 Sangiovese (Swan Creek). 
For full review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.8% Price: $18 

86 Raffaldini 2011 Riserva Montepulciano 
(Swan Creek). A scent of Mexican chocolate 

carries on to the medium-full palate, which bares 
polished tannins and bright acids that give lift to 
the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $29 

86 Raffaldini 2011 Riserva Sangiovese (Swan 
Creek). A hint of ripe apricot gives extra 

dimension to the core of strawberry preserves and 
cedar. With its mild tannins and tender acids, this 
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is an easy-to-drink wine that will pair well with 
grilled pizza. —A.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $23 

85 Raffaldini 2011 Montepulciano (Swan Creek). 
Dark cherry and mocha aromas come with a 

hint of desiccation. Supple and smooth on the pal-
ate, this finishes with a tangy mineral element and 
some warmth. —A.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

ROSÉS

81 Jones von Drehle 2012 Rosa Dia Estate Rosé 
(Yadkin Valley). A Grenache-based rosé, this 

features broad aromas of tart red fruits and an edgy, 
medium-bodied palate. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

81 Raffaldini 2012 Girasole Rosé (Swan Creek). A 
rosé of Sangiovese, Montepulciano and Syr-

ah, this has flavors of herb and raspberry, which are 
etched with nervy acids. —A.H. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $13 

SPARKLING WINE

82 Biltmore 2010 Château Reserve Méthode 
Champenoise Blanc de Blancs Brut (North 

Carolina). Course and snappy on the palate, this 
blanc de blancs features broad apple flavors. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

VIRGINIA
CHARDONNAY

87 Stinson 2012 Chardonnay (Monticello). 
Toasted pastry-crust and macadamia nut 

notes frame core aromas of white orchard fruits. 
The palate tastes concentrated and feels round, and 
snappy acids invigorate the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 King Family 2012 Chardonnay (Monticello). 
Brûléed pastry crust and salted butter aro-

mas overlay golden apple and spiced pear tones. The 
palate feels lax with curved acids, which lead to a 
light, yielding finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

86 Tarara 2012 Chardonnay (Virginia). Medium 
in body, this has pretty lemon-blossom and 

white peach flavors that are boosted by fresh acids, 
and that linger on the open-textured finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

85 Jefferson Vineyards 2012 Rsv. Chardonnay 
(Virginia). Agile and glossy, this has toasty 

apple, pear and tropical fruit flavors that continue 
to a light, fresh-tasting finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

84 Fox Meadow 2012 Barrel Fermented Char-
donnay (Virginia). Toasty, pomaceous 

scents lead onto the lithe, medium-bodied palate. 
The acidity gains steam on the finish, making the 
wine feel zesty and tense. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

83 The Williamsburg Winery 2011 Acte 12 of Six-
teen Nineteen Chardonnay (Virginia). Lithe 

and slick, this has broad apple flavors and loose ac-
ids. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

VIOGNIER

87 King Family 2012 Viognier (Monticello). On 
first sniff, this shows Viognier’s lean side, 

offering notes of kiwis and lemons. Letting the wine 
sit in the glass helps to lure out the grape’s charac-
teristic scents of exotic flowers, apricots and peach-
es. A fresh, easygoing selection, this concludes with 
a clean, medium-length finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

87 Trump 2012 Viognier (Monticello). Aromas of 
flaky piecrust, spiced apple and macadamia 

nut are vivid and alluring. Medium to full in body, 
this proves to have both flesh and spine. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

86 Jefferson Vineyards 2012 Viognier (Virginia). 
Broad and sinuous in feel, it sports notes of 

wool, white apricot and papaya. Bright acidity gives 
the finish some spark. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

83 Bluestone 2011 Viognier (Virginia). A layer of 
toast accompanies the principal aromas of 

white apricot and papaya. It feels slack and cushi-
ony, with ripe tropical flavors. —A.H. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $18 

81 North Gate 2012 Viognier (Virginia). Medium 
in body, this deals a slender peach flavor, 

bearing acids that become jumpy toward the finish. 
—A.H. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $20 

81 Prince Michel NV Viognier (Virginia). Kiwi, 
mint and green apple notes mark the nose. 

Medium in weight, it features seemingly underripe 
acids that give the palate a discernible nerviness. 
—A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

WHITE BLENDS

87 Tarara 2012 Neveah Chardonnay-Viognier 
(Virginia). White apricot, spice and lemon 

flavors give character. Vibrant acidity lends the 
plump palate satisfying energy. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

85 The Williamsburg Winery 2012 A Midsummer 
Night’s White (Virginia). Glitzy notes of ly-

chee, pink flower and yellow plum skin mingle on 
the luscious, pliable palate. A blend of Traminette, 
Vidal Blanc and Viognier, this is full bodied and a 
touch sweet, with exaggerated flavors that cling to 
the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

83 The Boneyard 2012 Skins (Virginia). Having 
fermented on its skins, this wine is bol-

stered by delicate tannic traction, giving some foot-
hold to the subtle white-apricot flavor. Lax acids 
give it an open-textured core. —A.H. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

OTHER WHITE WINES

85 Greenhill 2012 Vidal Blanc (Virginia). Green 
pear and golden apple aromas lead onto the 

palate, which is edged by peppy acids. —A.H. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

83 Tarara 2012 Winemakers Select Bin #5 Uno-
aked Rkatsiteli (Virginia). The yellow grape-

fruit, tropical fruit and nectarine flavors are light in 
concentration and are marked by gentle yet enrich-
ing acids. It finishes clean but short. —A.H. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $38 

83 Tarara 2012 Winemakers Select Bin #6 Barrel 
Aged Rkatsiteli (Virginia). Fleshy and bright, 

this has tight-lipped flavors of buttered popcorn, 
spring flowers and white apricots. Fresh and easy-
going. —A.H. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $38 

81 Glass House NV Vino Signora Traminette 
(Monticello). A ripe-smelling wine, with 

notes of wilted flower, lychee and papaya flesh. It 
feels amorphous on attack, and the clingy finish 
shows some bitterness. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

81 Virginia Mountain Vineyards 2011 Traminette 
(Virginia). Quince and apple juice notes lead 

to a tart, medium-bodied palate. The elevated acid-
ity makes for a rigid finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

SPARKLING WINES

87 Greenhill 2009 Blanc de Blancs Méthode 
Champenoise (Virginia). Coconut and golden 
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apple, hazelnut and pastry crust notes mark the 
nose. Light to medium in body, the palate feels taut 
and linear, with a slightly raspy bead. It’s aged for 
22 months in barrels prior to undergoing secondary 
fermentation. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

87 Trump 2009 SP Blanc de Noir Brut (Monticel-
lo). Graham cracker and lemon aromas weave 

into the brioche and porcini undertones. Graceful in 
weight, this bears a frothy bead that lends the pal-
ate tension. Aged on lees for 36 months. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

86 Trump 2009 SP Brut Rosé (Monticello). A 
blend of 92% Chardonnay and 8% Pinot 

Noir, this is elegant in weight, offering a brioche 
note that adds character to the subdued pomaceous 
flavors. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

84 Thibaut-Janisson NV Brut (Monticello). 
Toasted hazelnut and apple flavors infuse 

this wine’s light- to medium-bodied frame, which 
comes with a coarse, foamy bead. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

ROSÉ

86 King Family NV Crosé Rosé (Monticello). Vi-
brant and showy on the nose, this yields 

alluring aromas of white peach, apricot and grape-
fruit. Zesty acidity gives this rosé of Merlot energy 
and pizzazz. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

CABERNET FRANC

88 Tarara 2012 Cabernet Franc (Virginia). For 
full review see page 13. 

abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Fabbioli Cellars 2012 Cabernet Franc (Virgin-
ia). Notes of potpourri, pepper, dark cherry 

and raspberry are well established and alluring. It 
has an open-feeling core, with buffed tannins and 
a juicy, textured finish. 80% Cabernet Franc, plus 
10% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Tannat and 5% Petit 
Verdot. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

87 Fabbioli Cellars 2011 Reserve Cabernet Franc 
(Virginia). Delicate red-cherry and raspber-

ry aromas pick up touches of tobacco and turmeric. 
On first sip, the palate is charming and elegant, if a 
tad slender. But pop the wine into a decanter and it 
puts on some weight, becoming fleshier. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

86 Fox Meadow 2011 Reserve Cabernet Franc 
(Virginia). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

86 The Boneyard 2012 Cabernet Franc (Virgin-
ia). Expressive of dill, licorice and cherry 

flavors, the palate bears firm tannins and balanced 
acids. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 The Williamsburg Winery 2010 Trianon 
Cabernet Franc (Virginia). A blend of 75% 

Cabernet Franc, 17% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Petit 
Verdot, this features scorched herb, tar, leather and 
dark cherry aromas. It’s a graceful, medium-weight 
wine, endowed with polished tannins and pliant ac-
ids. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

85 Jefferson Vineyards 2012 Cabernet Franc 
(Virginia). A medium-bodied wine with 

mild strawberry and cherry flavors, this feels lithe 
and easygoing. It finishes smooth but short. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

83 Veramar 2012 Estate Club Cabernet Franc 
(Shenandoah Valley). A bold aroma of warm 

salted butter melds with notes of undergrowth, 
dark cherry and raspberry. Malleable at first, the 
palate becomes jolted by elevated acids, making the 
wine feel edgy on the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $18 

MERLOT

88 North Gate 2011 Merlot (Virginia). The 
scents of humus, spiced blackberry and 

char are deep, delineated and balanced. Fine-
grained tannins and lifting acids unfurl across the 
poised palate, and the long finish concludes with 
black raspberry and vanilla notes. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 CrossKeys 2011 Merlot (Virginia). Mocha, 
cola, dark cherry and berry aromas are mild, 

but they pick up power on the supple, polished-
feeling palate. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 The Williamsburg Winery 2010 Reserve Mer-
lot (Virginia). Medium to full in body, this 

has flavors of char, coffee and spiced dark cherries. 
It bears lax acids, and it finishes with a streak of 
clove. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

87 Veramar 2012 Estate Club Free Run Merlot 
(Virginia). A note of cupcake batter hits the 

nose first, but it quickly integrates into the chief 
aromas of raspberries, ladyfingers and herbs. Pow-
dery tannins provide some traction to the otherwise 
lithe palate. —A.H. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

86 Rosemont 2011 Merlot (Virginia). Aromas of 
grilled herbs, barbecue sauce and pressed 

flowers are bold and delineated. Medium in weight, 

it has a soft core framed by lean tannins and bright 
acids. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

83 Three Fox 2012 La Trovatella Merlot (Middle-
burg). Date and tar notes come nuanced 

with a funky, sweat-like aroma. The palate feels lax 
on attack, and it tastes a bit thin on flavor. Firm, 
upper-lip-grabbing tannins mark the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

SYRAH

90 The Boneyard 2010 Syrah (Virginia). For full 
review see page 13. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 15% Price: $100 

84 Rosemont 2011 Syrah (Virginia). Potpourri, 
toast and leather notes transfer onto the 

middleweight palate, which comes with burnished 
tannins and a touch of bitterness. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

83 Greenhill 2012 Syrah (Virginia). Unforthcom-
ing on the nose, it offers mild aromas of red 

fruits and flowers. Soft and fluid in feel, the palate is 
imbued with flavors of raspberries and dried herbs. 
It finishes with a loose, open-knit texture. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

RED BLENDS

89 Jefferson Vineyards 2010 Estate Reserve 
(Monticello). This blend of 67% Cabernet 

Franc and 33% Petit Verdot is packed with layers of 
aromatics, ranging from cassis and grilled meats to 
mocha and coconut shavings. A hefty wine, it sports 
a deep, warm and concentrated midpalate that is 
bolstered by polished tannins and tender acids. 
—A.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

88 The Williamsburg Winery 2010 Adagio (Vir-
ginia). Medium to full in weight, it offers 

sleek acids and highly buffed tannins. Subdued 
notes of charred herb, dark cherry and tobacco give 
character to this blend of 42% Cabernet Franc, 
30% Merlot, 28% Petit Verdot. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $72 

87 Jefferson Vineyards NV Rsv. Meritage (Vir-
ginia). Blackberry liqueur and char flavors 

are bolstered by mouth-coating tannins and plush 
acids. A stout wine, this craves to be paired with a 
platter of grilled meats. —A.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

87 Jefferson Vineyards 2007 Meritage (Monti-
cello). Charred turmeric and cumin notes 

spice up this Bordeaux-style blend’s core of dark 
cherry and mocha aromas. It’s robed with tame 
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acids and finessed tannins, finishing with a tangy 
sanguine-like note. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

87 North Gate 2011 Meritage (Virginia). Char, 
thyme and blackberry aromas are foremost 

on the nose. The palate feels dense and well built, 
with grasping tannins that latch onto the brittle fin-
ish. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Tarara 2012 Neveah (Virginia). A laundry 
list of a blend, this combines Merlot, Syrah, 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Viognier. 
Medium in body, it features flavors of cherry, straw-
berry and flower, plus juicy acids that thrust the 
wine across the palate. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

87 The Williamsburg Winery 2009 Gabriel Ar-
cher Reserve (Virginia). A blend of 44% Pe-

tit Verdot, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, 13% Malbec, 
12% Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, this is dressed 
with brown spices, tart cherries, dried rose petals 
and char aromas. Medium in body, it has polished 
acids and fine, muscular tannins that latch onto the 
finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

87 Trump 2012 Meritage (Monticello). A blend 
of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet 

Franc and Petit Verdot, this bears flavors of cher-
ry, plum, grilled herb and pastry spice that are 
sustained by the chalky tannins and tender acids. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Jefferson Vineyards 2010 Meritage (Virgin-
ia). Supple at the core, this wine is framed 

by a medium amount of chewy tannins that give 
traction to the high-toned flavors of tobacco, vanilla 
and earthy spices. —A.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

86 Tarara 2012 Long Bomb Edition Six (Virgin-
ia). Ripe cherry and raspberry aromas are 

accented by red flower and light turmeric tones. 
Lissome and juicy, the palate is robed with fine 
powdery tannins that lend the finish some toehold. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 868 Estate 2012 Meritage Red Wine (Vir-
ginia). A note of strawberry shortcake hits 

the nose first, shadowed by a touch of ripe red plum. 
This is a succulent wine, with mild flavors and 
wispy, chalky tannins. —A.H. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $27 

84 Fox Meadow 2011 Le Renard Rouge (Virgin-
ia). Toasted oak scents of espresso and char 

coat the underlying blackberry note. Although the 
palate is lax, the acidity becomes heightened as the 
wine unfurls across the palate. A pleasant note of 
raspberry coulis marks finish. A blend of Cabernet 

Franc, Merlot, Petit Verdot and Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon. —A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

84 Greenhill 2009 Philosophy (Virginia). Re-
served notes of desiccated black fruit, loam 

and tobacco carry onto the medium-bodied, subtly 
textured palate. High-strung acids mark the finish. 
—A.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

82 Naked Mountain 2011 Catamount Run Red 
(Virginia). Diminished scents of rubber, 

dried cherry and raspberry translate onto the nim-
ble, glossy palate. The acidity becomes jumpy on 
the finish, leaving the wine feeling tense and asym-
metrical. —A.H. 
abv: NA Price: $18 

82 Tarara 2012 Winemakers Select Bin 11 (Vir-
ginia). The nose on this blend of Merlot, 

Syrah, Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon 
is a bit tight, with subtle notes of cocoa powder, 
raspberry and angel food cake. On the palate, fine 
tannins give structure, but the flavors taste equally 
muted. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

81 Veramar 2012 Ameritage Estate Club (Vir-
ginia). Aromas of worn saddle leather and 

stewed blackberries and raspberries come with 
some volatility. Overall, the palate feels taut and 
tense. Tart acids cut the finish short and kick the 
salivary glands into overdrive. —A.H. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $18 

OTHER RED WINES

90 8 Chains North 2010 Malbec (Virginia). Ex-
pressive and generous on the nose, this has 

a solid core of boysenberry preserves and dark cher-
ries accented by touches of pastry spices, lightly 
charred herbs and tobacco. The palate is weighty 
and round. Firm, medium-grip tannins provide so-
lidity, while bright acids give the wine some cut. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Fabbioli Cellars 2011 Tannat (Virginia). An 
amalgam of 85% Tannat, 10% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 5% Petit Verdot, this sports leather 
and blackberry aromas. The medium-bodied palate 
comes with tight, finely plaited tannins, and the 
boosted acids give the wine spine. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

87 North Gate 2011 Petit Verdot (Virginia). Dark 
berry, sous bois and pastry spice aromas 

lead to a medium- to full-bodied palate that exhib-
its easy acids and fixed, chalky tannins. —A.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

85 Jefferson Vineyards 2012 Petit Verdot (Vir-
ginia). Charred meat and toast tones overlay 

the central scent of dark fruit. The soft core tastes 
a bit slender in flavor, and the gentle acids give the 
palate a pliant feel. —A.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

84 Veramar 2012 Estate Bottled Norton 
(Shenandoah Valley). Nervy acids and ex-

tra-fine powdery tannins frame flavors of wild ber-
ries, crimini mushrooms and wilted flowers. —A.H. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $18 

83 Molliver Vineyards 2008 Norton (Virginia). 
Aromas of black plums, medicinal sour 

cherries and toasted nuts seem sweet and oxida-
tive—like a fortified wine. With that in mind, this 
is a table wine, and it tastes unexpectedly dry. Mild 
tannins and yielding acids encase the dominant 
sour-cherry flavor. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

82 Château Morrisette 2011 Chambourcin (Vir-
ginia). Arabica coffee and toasted hazel-

nut aromas are layered on top of wild-berry notes. 
Overall, this medium-bodied wine feels soft and a 
tad runny. —A.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

82 Veramar 2012 Estate Club Free Run Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Virginia). Oregano, sun-dried 

grass and vanilla scents veneer seemingly volatile 
notes of plum and blackberry. Although the wine 
comes with a supple attack, high-strung acidity 
marks the midpalate, which makes the wine feel 
stressed and uneasy. —A.H. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $18 

SWEET WINES

85 Stinson 2011 Imperialis Tannat (Monticello). 
Aromas of clover honey and raisin pick up 

traces of baking spice and date on the palate. As-
tringent, bulletproof tannins brace the palate. 
Roquefort anyone? —A.H. 
abv: 16% Price: $29/500 ml 

82 Rockgarden NV Vin Doux (Virginia). A des-
sert wine based on 100% Chambourcin, 

this sports warm flavors of brandied blackberries 
and pastry spices that also mark the palate, which 
comes with dusty tannins and a truncated finish. 
—A.H. 
abv: 17% Price: $28/500 ml 

80 Cooper Vineyards NV Noche Sweet Table 
Wine (Virginia). The color of castor oil, this 

sweet table wine offers clove and root beer flavors 
that cling to the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $17/375 ml 
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OTHER U.S.
WHITE WINE

86 Arizona Stronghold 2011 Bonita Springs 
Vineyard Site Archive Chardonnay (Ameri-

ca). Aromatic and intense, it deals stewed-peach 
and spring flower aromas. The medium-bodied pal-
ate packs plenty of flavor, and lively acids keep the 
wine feeling chiseled. —A.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 

RED WINES

87 Ryker’s Cellars 2011 R Red (America). Dried 
porcini and herb notes give breadth to the 

principal blackberry scent. It feels fluid and lithe, 
with a medium amount of sinewy tannins that lend 
the palate some traction. It’s floral and peppery on 
the finish. —A.H. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $23 

86 Ryker’s Cellars 2012 R Petite Sirah (Ameri-
ca). Juicy and supple on the palate, this has 

bold flavors of blackberry, pepper and currant. It’s 
a casual wine that would do a grilled burger plenty 
of justice. —A.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 
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94 Sōmrus Indian Cream Liqueur (USA; Som-
Priya Fine Spirits, New York, NY). For full 

review see page 15.
abv: 13% Price: $25

92 300 Joules Lemon Infusion (USA; Big Still 
Liquors, Clifton, NJ). Created by a cardiolo-

gist, the name refers to the units of energy used to 
shock a patient’s heart back into rhythm. This pale 
yellow liqueur offers an appealing fresh lemon peel 
fragrance and mild lemon-curd flavor. The best fea-
ture is that it retains a light freshness.
abv: 13.4% Price: $25

92 Kringle Cream (USA; Nordic Distillers, Mid-
dleton, WI). The name isn’t a Christmas 

reference. Rather, a kringle is a hand-rolled Danish 
pastry filled with fruit, nuts and spices and topped 
with icing. This superrich liqueur combines the fla-
vor of the pastry with Wisconsin cream. Reminis-
cent of milk punch, it’s creamy white, with slightly 

nutty, butterscotchy notes. Sub it for cream in your 
coffee at dessert. Best Buy.
abv: 15% Price: $20 

91 1921 Crema de Tequila Mexico (Mexico; Casa 
1921, San Antonio, TX). Though this cream 

liqueur is Tequila-based, you’d never know it. In-
stead, you might guess this was a smooth latte, with 
its tan hue and coffee-tinged aroma and flavor, fin-
ishing with just a flicker of cinnamon. Presented in 
a 1921 replica package.
abv: 15% Price: $30

91 Fennelly’s Irish Cream (Ireland; W.J. Deutsch 
& Sons–Blue Division, White Plains, NY). This 

whiskey-based treat looks and smells just like boozy 
chocolate milk. On the palate, the subtle flavor sug-
gests mocha cut with cream. It strikes just the right 
balance between sweet creaminess and alcohol to 
cut the richness. Best Buy.
abv: 17% Price: $14

91 Tolon-Tolon Macadamia Nut Cream (Spain; 
W.J. Deutsch & Sons–Blue Division, White 

Plains, NY). Rich and thick, this tan-hued liqueur 
has lots of bold nutty flavor and pleasingly creamy 
texture. Consider mixing with raspberry cordial for 
an old-school “nuts & berries” cocktail or pour over 
fresh berries. Best Buy.
abv: 17% Price: $18

90 Blue Chair Bay Coconut Spiced Rum Cream 
(USA; Fishbowl Spirits, Nashville, TN). For 

full review see page 15. Best Buy.
abv: 15% Price: $19

90 Tolon-Tolon Whisky Cream (Spain; W.J. 
Deutsch & Sons–Blue Division, White Plains, 

NY). Reminiscent of a peanut-butter cup in a bottle, 
from the chocolate milk-like appearance, aroma 
and flavor to the surprising—and delicious—pea-
nut-butter note on the finish. Less surprising: it’s 
mighty addictive. Best Buy.
abv: 17% Price: $18

90 Vermont Ice Maple Crème (USA; Boyden 
Valley Spirits, Cambridge, VT). Creamy and 

lush, but not too thick, this liqueur offers bold ma-
ple sugar aromatics, but pulls back on the palate. 
Easy sipping.
abv: 15% Price: $28

89 Averna Cream Liqueur (Italy; Domaine Se-
lect, New York, NY). Though it lacks the 

bracing bitterness that makes Averna so refreshing, 
this new cream liqueur still has faint herbal scent 
reminiscent of the amaro. The resemblance ends 
there: it’s slightly sweet and resembles milky cof-
fee in appearance and flavor, with a hint of nutmeg 
spice. 
abv: 17% Price: $20

89 Brady’s Irish Cream Liqueur (Ireland; Castle 
Brands, NY). Made using single-malt Irish 

whiskey, this full-bodied, creamy liqueur has an 
enticing coffee-and-milk aroma and flavor, with a 
modest but welcome whiskey note on the finish.
abv: 17% Price: $10

89 Gioia Luisa Lemoncello Crème (Italy; Red 
Sea Import Company, Princeton, MN). Made 

with Sorrento lemons and Holland cream, this 
bright-yellow cream liqueur is light and fresh, from 
its lemon-peel scent to the lemon-curd flavor and 
balanced sweetness. It has less alcohol than Gioia’s 
regular limoncello, and both seem like refreshing 
ways to end a meal.
abv: 17% Price: $25

89 The Irishman Superior Irish Cream Liqueur 
(Ireland; Palm Bay Spirits, Port Washington, 

NY). This whiskey-based liqueur has a bold, pleas-
ant mix of coffee, cocoa and cream, plus a slight 
whiskey hit on the finish. It’s not too thick, not too 
strong, and goes down easy. 
abv: 17% Price: $16

 

T
hink of sweet, decadent cream liqueurs as 
the Halloween candy of the spirits world. 
Grown-ups have a sweet tooth too, and 
cream liqueurs are one of our  favorite 

ways to indulge, whether slipped into coffee or 
sipped over ice. 

No wonder Bailey’s Irish Cream is the best-
selling liqueur in the world, ac-
cording to stats compiled by 
International Wine & Spirit Re-
search. Still, cream liqueurs get 
a bad rap. They don’t have the 
swagger of whiskey or the so-
phistication of bitter amaros, 
and they rarely make an appear-
ance before the dessert menu is 
presented.

Might that be poised to 
change? A number of these li-
queurs offer remarkably complex flavors, like 
Sōmrus Indian Cream Liqueur, with its refresh-
ing mix of exotic spices and rosewater; and Av-
erna Cream Liqueur, which evokes its namesake 
herbal Italian apéritif.

However, most cream liqueurs embrace 

their dessert-like nature—and a pair of rum-
based treats illustrate the allure. Kringle Cream 
liqueur, a rum-based liqueur from Wisconsin, 
pays homage to the kringle—the state’s beloved 
round pastry (the name originates from the Old 
Norse word kringla, meaning ring or circle). It’s 
made by craft distiller Death’s Door Spirits us-

ing Wisconsin cream (natch) 
and Don Q rum. 

Meanwhile, keep an eye on 
Blue Chair Bay Coconut Spiced 
Rum Cream, a sweet new en-
try this fall from singer Ken-
ny Chesney’s rum line. Trying a 
sample of this coconut-creamy 
spiced rum, a friend drained his 
glass and blurted, “This stuff is 
like crack!”

I might not have used that 
exact phrasing, but it certainly underscores the 
point: these dreamy cream liqueurs can gener-
ate the same joyful, unrestrained enthusiasm 
once reserved for a prize Halloween candy haul.

Cheers!
 —Kara Newman 

How sweet it is: cream liqueurs

Cream liqueurs  
get a bad rap.  

They don’t have  
the swagger of 
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sophistication of 
bitter amaros.

SPIRITS
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88 Alize Coco Pineapple (France; Kobrand 
Corporation, New York, NY). Made with a 

base of French vodka, this seems styled as a tropi-
cal drink shortcut. It’s thin and milky in the glass, 
with a sweet, piña colada aroma. On the palate, the 
pineapple flavor dominates, leaving mostly coconut 
flavor on the finish. Easy drinking. 
abv: 20% Price: $20

88 Belle Gabrielle Chocolatier (France; W.J. 
Deutsch & Sons–Blue Division, White Plains, 

NY). Vibrant light brown hue, like fresh coffee with 
just a splash of cream, this liqueur offers a bold 
mocha aroma and flavor, plus an herbal note on the 
finish. Luxe and tasty, and presented in gift-worthy 
Art Nouveau-style packaging.
abv: 15% Price: $22

87 300 Joules Cinnamon Infusion (USA; Big Still 
Liquors, Clifton, NJ). Created by a cardiolo-

gist, the name refers to the units of energy used to 
shock a patient’s heart back into rhythm. The subtle 
cinnamon aroma and flavor will evoke thoughts of 
eggnog. Use for holiday cocktails or for perking up 
coffee.
abv: 13.4% Price: $25

87 Bols Yogurt Liqueur (Holland; Lucas Bols USA, 
New York, NY). Pristine milky white, this 

unique liqueur has a tangy aroma reminiscent of the 
Dutch yogurt from which it is made–and some will 
find it challenging to get past the scent. The flavor is 
slightly sweet, and only fleetingly tart. Since mixing 
cream liqueurs with citrus can risk curdling, this 
might add a useful tart note to creamy cocktails. 
abv: 15% Price: $18

87 Vermont Ice Apple Crème (USA; Boyden Val-
ley Spirits, Cambridge, VT). An apple cream 

liquor is definitely different. Made using apple 
brandy and produced by Boyen Valley Winery, a 
fourth-generation farm that produces wines and 
ice wines, it features apple faintly in the aroma and 
more boldly on the palate. The acidity of the apple 
seems to fight a bit with the cream element, but 
overall it’s a refreshing take.
abv: 15% Price: $30

87 Morandini Limoncello Cream (Italy; Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, New York, NY). Creamy yel-

low and viscous, this proffers a mild lemon scent. 
Most of the lemon-peel flavor emerges on the finish, 
plus a hint of cardamom.
abv: 17% Price: $20

86 Alize Coco Peach (France; Kobrand Corpo-
ration, New York, NY). Think peaches and 

cream: this French vodka-based liqueur has a light 
peach aroma and flavor, mixed with a thin coconut-
cream texture. Best served over ice.
abv: 20% Price: $20

86 Tolon-Tolon Chocolate (Spain; W.J. Deutsch 
& Sons–Blue Division, White Plains, NY). 

The bluish-brown color looks dirty, but the fudge-

like aroma reassures. On the palate, it’s almost like 
fresh-baked brownies: fudgy and sweet, with faint 
hints of cocoa and espresso.
abv: 17% Price: $18

86 Tolon-Tolon Leche Merengada (Spain; W.J. 
Deutsch & Sons–Blue Division, White Plains, 

NY). The aroma recalls candied sweet cinnamon 
and lemon cream; on the palate, there’s a fleeting 
mintiness and a vanilla-cinnamon fade. The black 
and white cow-spotted bottle with a bell around the 
neck sure gets attention.
abv: 17% Price: $18

85 300 Joules Ginger Infusion (USA; Big Still Li-
quors, Clifton, NJ). Milky, thick, and lightly 

spiced with ginger, it might inspire you to crave 
ginger-cream cookies as a pairing. 
abv: 12.7%  Price: $25

85 Crema de Alba (Spain; Palm Bay Spirits, Port 
Washington, NY). Made with Solera Gran 

Reserva Brandy from Jerez, this light-brown cream 
liqueur is sweet and buttery, with mild notes of 
hazel nut and vanilla, plus a flick of whiskey.
abv: 17% Price: $20

84 Giuliana’s Crema Di Limoncello (USA; CH Dis-
tillery, Chicago, IL). This is made with fresh 

lemon peels (instead of lemon extract) and milk, 
and the producer assures that it’s not unusual for 
the product to separate, which is what happened 
with the reviewed bottle. Even after vigorous shak-
ing, this cream liqueur still appears yellow and 
lumpy in the glass, and it’s hard to get past that. 
That said, the bold lemon-oil aroma and lemon sor-
bet flavor are appetizing.
abv: 16% Price: $30
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92 Great Lakes Brewing Oktoberfest (Märzen; 
Great Lakes Brewing Co., OH). A dazzling 

copper color in the glass, this pours with great clar-
ity and a pillowy tan head, leaving stunning lacing 
behind with each sip. The aromas are fresh and in-
viting, reminiscent of a crisp fall day, with notes of 
fresh-baked bread, roasted malt, peanut shell and a 
touch of soft caramel. The palate offers more of the 
same, with additional accents of earthy hops and 
forest floor. Smooth, clean and creamy on the pal-
ate, this is a seasonal treat that should be enjoyed 
as often as possible.
abv: 6.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

90 Firestone Oaktoberfest Paso Märzen Beer 
(Märzen; Firestone Walker Brewing Com-

pany, CA). The name might mislead consumers into 
thinking this is an oak-aged Märzen, but it’s really a 
rich, spicy and traditional interpretation of the tra-
ditional Oktoberfest style. The “oak” in Oaktober-
fest is merely a playful nod to the brewery’s location 
in Paso Robles, which  translates as “Oak Pass.” It 
offers upfront aromas and flavors of caramel malt, 

earthy hops and dried grass, with hints of brown 
bread and baking spice. The palate is smooth and 
balanced, full without being heavy, while medium 
carbonation keeps the finish fresh and lively. A ses-
sionable yet richly satisfactory brew. 
abv: 5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

90 Samuel Adams Octoberfest (Märzen; The 
Boston Beer Co., MA). This classic Ameri-

can Octoberfest beer remains consistent year after 
year, with a rich malt core that’s spiced by earthy 
clove, cinnamon stick and whole hop accents. It 
pours a brilliant amber color, with a substantial 
cream- colored head that lingers. Scents of fresh-
baked bread and whole roasted peanut add depth 
to the bouquet, while hints of stone-fruit preserve 
and orange oil harmonize effortlessly with the malt- 
dominant palate. Balanced and refreshing, this is 
surely one to enjoy throughout the entire season, 
and even with a slice of pumpkin pie. 
abv: 5.7% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

OTHER LAGERS

90 Alaskan Pilot Series Troppelbock (Dop-
pelbock; Alaskan Brewing Co., AK). This 

“imperial doppelbock” is not for the faint of heart. 
Aged on oak chips, it boasts assertive aromas of 
caramel malt, vanilla, pecan pie and sweet toasted 
oak, with a warm, alcohol presence. Flavors of dark 
red plum, cherry and fig counter the otherwise rich 
and malt-driven flavors. The palate is big and warm, 
the round, lush mouthfeel coupled with low car-
bonation. Flavors of vanilla bean, brown sugar and 
toasted oak linger on the long finish. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $8/22 oz

90 Echt Veldensteiner Landbier (Munich Dunkel 
Lager; Kaiser Bräu, Germany). A traditional, 

balanced and well-made dunkel lager, this pours a 
dark chestnut color with a vigorous head. The aromas 
are all rich and brown, with scents of baking spice, 
brown bread, toffee and honey-roasted peanuts. The 
palate is generous but not overdone, with a medium-
weight mouthfeel and ample carbonation to keep  
the sweet flavors of roasted malt and caramel from 
feeling too heavy. Subtle hop and tea-like astrin-
gency lingers on the finish. All Star Imports, LLC.
abv: 5.4% Price: $4/500 ml

89 Miltenberger Doppelbock (Doppelbock; 
Brauhaus Faust, Germany). This pours a 

reddish-brown color, with glimmers of copper when 
held up to the light. The carbonation looks moder-
ately aggressive from the outset, though the head 
doesn’t linger long. Caramel, brown sugar, toasted 
malt and brown-bread aromas lead the nose, while 
the palate offers fruit-driven flavors of baked apple, 
dried cherry and raisin that flesh out the malty core. 
It’s medium-full in the mouth, with lifting carbon-
ation and hints of grassy hops that linger on the 
lightly bitter finish. Iron Horse Beverage LLC. 
abv: 7% Price: $4/500 ml

87 Veldensteiner Zwick’l (Zwickelbier; Kaiser 
Bräu, Germany). This unfiltered lager pours 

a light amber color, with delicate opening scents of 
bread dough, Honeycomb cereal, lemon and grassy 
hop. The palate offers a cracker-like flavor, with 
hints of honeyed orange and light caramel on the 
midpalate. It boasts medium carbonation and an 
approachable, clean mouthfeel, with mildly astrin-
gent notes of noble hops and citrus peel that unfold 
on the finish. All Star Imports, LLC. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $4/500 ml

86 Veldensteiner Premium Pils (Pilsener; Kaiser 
Bräu, Germany). Light and dry, this is an ap-

proachable and easygoing selection that’s ideal for 
warm-weather days. The aromas and flavors are 
soft and fleeting, and the mouthfeel is brisk and re-
freshing. Delicate notes of dried grain, fresh grass 
and green apple tease on the nose and palate, with 
a touch of bright citrus adding life to the finish. All 
Star Imports, LLC. 
abv: 4.9% Price: $4/500 ml

 

H
uge, colorful tents full of men in leder-
hosen and women in dirndls. Ridicu-
lously large glasses, brimming with gold 
colored, frothy refreshment. Large trays 

laden with assorted wursts, krauts and Bavarian 
pretzels. Sounds of an Oompah band joined by  
traditional drinking songs, rau-
cous cheers and rowdy laughter.

These are the traditional im-
ages associated with Germa-
ny’s Oktoberfest, and for most 
beer lovers, a trip to Munich is a 
must. The 16–18-day-long festi-
val began as a celebration of the 
marriage between Crown Prince 
Lugwig of Bavaria (later King 
Ludwig I) and Princess Therese 
of Sachsen-Hildburghausen. For 
those of us who can’t make the 
trip to one of the most significant events in Ba-
varian culture, at least we can enjoy the same 
beers at home. 

The traditional makers of Oktoberfest 
beers are Augustiner, Hacker-Pschorr, Hof-
bräu, Löwenbräu, Paulaner and Spaten, all 

brewed within Munich. Before the revolu-
tion in brewing brought about by refrigera-
tion, Märzen (March) beers were brewed in 
March and lagered, or cold-stored, in caves 
for 10–12 weeks, making them ready to drink 
by late summer or early fall. Traditional  

styles are amber-gold-colored 
lagers, with pronounced malt 
flavors and accents of German 
noble hops such as Hallertau 
and Tettnang.

Domestic Märzens are simi-
lar to the traditional offerings, 
though they can be slightly 
higher in alcohol, redder in col-
or and more robust in hop aro-
ma and flavors. It’s the typical 
American approach of doing ev-
erything just a little bit bigger. 

If Oktoberfest beers aren’t your thing, this  
month’s reviews also include some tasty lager 
alternatives, from a light and easy-drinking 
Pilsener to some heady and heavy doppelbocks. 

Prost!
 —Lauren Buzzeo 

Oktoberfests and other lagers for fall

For those of us  
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