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ribera del duero

98 Emilio Moro 2009 Clon de la Familia (Ri-
bera del Duero). Luscious prune and black-

berry aromas come with complex notes of graphite, 
toast and tobacco. The palate on this 80-case, high-end 
Tinto Fino is about as full as they come while still main-
taining impeccable balance. Roasted berry, cassis and 
salty leather flavors are delicious but also challenging, 
while baked berry flavors, raw power and ripe tannins 
define the finish. Drink this outstanding Spanish wine 
from 2014 through 2024. Michael Skurnik Wines. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $450 

96 Emilio Moro 2009 Malleolus de Valder-
ramiro (Ribera del Duero). After two mar-

ginal vintages (2007–08), this is Emilio Moro and Ri-
bera del Duero at their finest. This Tinto Fino deliv-
ers a huge wave of mocha, blackberry, tobacco and 
coffee aromas in front of a dense and layered palate 
that’s packed with prune, chocolate, cassis and black-
berry flavors. A savory, richly textured finish overflowing 
with coffee, chocolate and smoky flavors seals the deal. 
Drink from 2015–2022. Michael Skurnik Wines. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

94 Emilio Moro 2009 Malleolus de San-
chomartin (Ribera del Duero). This is the 

epitome of a dark, strapping, modern wine from an 
Old World region. Coffee, mocha and spicy yet smooth 
black-fruit aromas precede a rich, racy, agile feeling 
palate with toasty flavors of berry fruits, licorice, mocha 
and espresso. Mint and licorice flavors combine with 
firm tannins and heat on the finish. Hold until 2015, 
then drink through 2023. Michael Skurnik Wines. Cel-
lar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

93 Cepa 21 2009 Malabrigo (Ribera del Du-
ero). Dark berry aromas of all sorts, particu-

larly cassis and blackberry, rest comfortably in front of 
a fresh, long, slightly acidic palate that is home to fla-
vors of raspberry, plum and licorice. This is more fresh 
and lively than many top-flight Ribera del Duero wines, 
with crisp finishing acidity and firm tannins. Drink from 
2014 through 2022. Michael Skurnik Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

90 Viña Mayor 2005 Gran Reserva (Ribera 
del Duero). Blackberry, vanilla, coffee and 

leather aromas form a classic Ribera opening. The 
palate feels good and shows depth and body in front 
of roasted berry, spice and herbal flavors. On the fin-
ish, the texture is very good and the mix of persevering 
black-fruit flavors and toastiness is on the money. Drink 
through 2017. Habarcelo North America. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

86 Condado de Haza 2003 Alenza Gran 
Reserva (Ribera del Duero). This 10-year-

old wine from a hot vintage is soft and plump but has 
gaps in its fiber. The mouth is tannic around the edges 
but lacks stuffing, while flavors of plum and berry run 
jammy and heavy. A hollow finish with prune flavors and 
dry tannins is the final act. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $103 

rioja

94 Telmo Rodríguez 2009 Altos Lanzaga 
(Rioja). The last Altos that was this good came 

in 2004; this vintage is on a par with that superb wine 
courtesy of deep plum, mocha and marzipan aromas. 
This is a modern Rioja with impeccable balance despite 
being huge and tannic. Flavors of cassis, black cherry 
and dark plum operate off a mocha base, while the fin-
ish is toasty and chocolaty, with a note of black coffee. 

Best from 2015–2024. Vintus LLC. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $127 

93 Dominio de Berzal 2009 Selección 
Privada (Rioja). Nothing but excellence ema-

nates from the nose of this cool, crisp, focused Tempra-
nillo. The mouthfeel is currently young and tannic, but 
the wine’s structure is just right and its future is bright. 
Flavors of licorice, spice and blackberry lead to a lively 
finish with flavors of mocha, chocolate and fine herbs. 
Best from 2014–2024. Vinamericas Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 Pujanza 2009 Norte (Rioja). Typical of the 
best 2009 Riojas, this is aromatic with scents of 

berry fruits, graphite and spice all mixed to the right 
proportions. A well-structured palate features firm but 
flexible tannins and fresh flavors of plum, berry, spice 
and mocha. On the finish, darkness takes over in the 
form of espresso, peppercorn and bitter chocolate fla-
vors. This can be drunk now but will benefit from an-
other 5–10 years of aging. Grapes of Spain. Cellar Se-
lection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

92 Beronia 2006 Gran Reserva (Rioja). 
Beronia has blended modern and traditional 

touches to create a fine gran reserva with spice, vanil-
la, coconut, tobacco and dried berry aromas. The pal-
ate offers ripe tannins and kick, while the flavor pro-
file is earthy, with mocha, coffee, chocolate and dried 
berry flavors. A long, lightly toasted and chocolaty finish 
provides a fitting end to an excellent wine. Best from 
2015–2022. San Francisco Wine Exchange. Cellar Se-
lection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

Continued on Page 10

spain

The first decade of the new millennium has been a roller-coaster ride for 
producers of Spain’s signature red grape, Tempranillo. The 2001, 2004 
and 2005 vintages were outstanding, with wineries in Rioja, Navarra, 

Ribera del Duero, Toro and elsewhere putting out textbook Tempranillo-
based wines full of body, balance and flavor. However, years like 2002, 2003, 
2007 and 2008 were not so kind due to factors ranging from harvest rains to 
damaging frost to blazing heat, and the wines reflected that.

Now the first wave of high-end 2009s are entering the United States, and 
if my recent round of blind tastings is an indication, it was an excellent vin-
tage for the grape that fuels the Spanish wine engine (91 points on the Wine 
Enthusiast Vintage Chart). By and large, the top 2009 Tempranillos from 
Rioja, Ribera del Duero and beyond are big-boned, rich wines that bene-
fited from warm, dry growing and harvest conditions. As a group, they are 
very much in tune with the 2005s, which were also warm-year winners with 
ample weight and generous flavors.

For this report, my focus was largely on Rioja, Spain’s most iconic wine 
region, as well as Ribera del Duero, Spain’s 1-A when it comes to Tempra-
nillo. Clearly both regions thrived in 2009, as evidenced by the seven Rio-
ja and Ribera wines that scored 93 points or higher this month on the Wine 
Enthusiast scale.

Thus, if you love Spanish Tempranillo, now is your moment. The crian-
zas, reservas, gran reservas and specialty blends from 2009 come highly rec-
ommended. From nose to palate to finish, they are as good as Spanish red 
wine gets. 

Elsewhere in this issue’s Buying Guide, you’ll find reviews of the latest 
releases from Chianti Classico and Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, as well 
as hundreds more selections from Portugal, France, Argentina, California 
and Oregon. And, as always, be sure to check out our online Buying Guide 
at buyingguide.winemag.com for thousands more wine reviews.

Cheers! —Michael Schachner

2009 SpaniSh Tempranillo: a reTurn To Glory



97 Williams Selyem 2010 30th Anniversary 
Cuvée Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Rus-

sian River Valley). This is a Pinot Noir of consider-
able force. Your first impression is of irrepressible pow-
er, with masses of fruit punching through an overlay of 
tannin and oak. Then the flavors fantail out, suggesting 
cherries, cola, currants and spices that are rich and com-
plex through the long finish. For all its richness, the wine 
retains an agreeable delicacy of texture. Comprised of 
lots selected by winemaker Bob Cabral for this anniver-
sary bottling, it’s right up there with Williams Selyem’s 
best 2010 Pinots, and just as ageable. Drink now–2022. 
The wine is only available as part of a two-pack from the 
winery for $250; the other bottle is the 2010 Morning 
Dew Ranch Pinot Noir, from Anderson Valley. Cellar 
Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $125 

95 Dutton-Goldfield 2011 Dutton Ranch 
Rued Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Val-

ley). Rued Ranch consistently is the winery’s top bot-
tling. The 2011, like its predecessors, is modest in al-
cohol but vast in citrus, tropical fruit, honeysuckle and 
mineral flavors, and enriched with smoky oak and but-
tery notes. It has a delicate mouthfeel that makes it a joy 
to savor. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

95 Merry Edwards 2010 Klopp Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). This vineyard 

has been source to some of the winery’s greatest bottlings. 
The wine is enormously fruity, with raspberry, cherry and 
red-plum flavors that flood the palate. But it’s no mere fruit 
bomb, offering the most wonderful tannin-acid structure 
and a dryness that keeps the wine stimulating through a 
long, spicy finish. Drinkable now, but also cellar worthy 
through 2018, at least. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $57 

95 Merry Edwards 2010 Meredith Estate  
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This is 

an amazingly complex wine and a fine expression of the 
cool vintage. Perhaps the most notable feature is acidity; 
it’s strong, almost tingly, and will certainly help the wine 
age. The flavors are explosive yet refined, with notes of 
cherries, cola, pomegranates and plums. Good as it is 
to drink now, you’ll want to cellar it until 2018, and it 
will provide beauty for many additional years. Cellar 
Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $57 

94 Contucci 2009 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. This is a classically crafted wine made by 

one of Montepulciano’s most historic estates. It has an 
alluring bouquet of violet, rose petal, cassis and nutmeg. 
The palate delivers an intense wild-cherry flavor layered 
with white pepper and cinnamon, all impeccably bal-
anced by firm tannins and vibrant acidity. Caffo Bever-
ages Inc, Kiwi Distributing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

94 Mt. Brave 2009 Malbec (Mount Veeder). 
Amazingly rich and voluptuous, this shows none 

of the rustic edges that can sometimes plague Malbec. 
It’s concentrated in blackberry jam and black currant 
flavors, with a jacket of smoky oak. The alcohol is high, 
but not overbearing. This really asserts itself with the 
customary power and authority of a great Mount Veeder 
red. Wonderful now, but should continue to develop for 
at least 10–15 years. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 
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The Buying Guide includes ratings and reviews of new-release 
and selected older beverage alcohol products evaluated 
by Wine Enthusiast Magazine’s editors and other qualified 
tasters. Regular contributors to our Buying Guide include 
Tasting Director Lauren Buzzeo, Assistant Tasting Director 
Anna Lee C. Iijima, Executive Editor Susan Kostrzewa, 
Managing Editor Joe Czerwinski, Contributing Editor Michael 
Schachner, Contributing Taster Andrew Hoover and Spirits 
Editor Kara Newman in New York, European Editor Roger 
Voss in Bordeaux, Italian Editor Kerin O’Keefe in Switzerland, 
California Editor Steve Heimoff in Oakland, Contributing 
Editor Virginie Boone in Santa Rosa and Contributing Editors 
Paul Gregutt and Sean Sullivan in Seattle.

If a wine was evaluated by a single reviewer, that taster’s 
initials appear following the note. When no initials appear 
following a wine review, the wine was evaluated by two 
or more reviewers and the score and tasting note reflect 
the input of all tasters. Unless otherwise stated, all Spirits 
Reviews are by Kara Newman and all beer reviews are by 
Lauren Buzzeo.

Each review contains a score, the full name of the product, 
its suggested national retail price, its abv as reported to us by 
the submitter and a tasting note. If price or alcohol content 
cannot be confirmed, NA (not available) will be printed. 
Prices are for 750-ml bottles unless otherwise indicated. 

TasTing MeThodology and goals
All tastings reported in the Buying Guide are performed 
blind unless otherwise noted. Typically, products are tasted in 
peer-group flights of from 5–8 samples. Price is not a factor in 
assigning scores. When possible, products considered flawed or 
uncustomary are retasted. 

abouT The scores
Ratings reflect what our editors felt about a particular product. 
Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
tasting note to learn about a product’s special characteristics.

 Classic 98–100: The pinnacle of quality.
 Superb 94–97: A great achievement.
 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
 Very Good 87–89: Often good value; well recommended.
 Good 83–86: Suitable for everyday consumption;  
  often good value.
 Acceptable 80–82: Can be employed in casual, less- 
  critical circumstances.

Products deemed Unacceptable (receiving a rating below 80 
points) are not reviewed.

special designaTions
Editors’ Choice products are those that offer excellent 

quality at a price above our Best Buy range, or a product at any 
price with unique qualities that merit special attention.

Cellar Selections are products deemed highly collectible 
and/or requiring time in a temperature-controlled wine cellar to 
reach their maximum potential. A Cellar Selection designation 
does not mean that a product must be stored to be enjoyed, but 
that cellaring will probably result in a more enjoyable bottle. In 
general, an optimum time for cellaring will be indicated.

Best Buys are products that offer a high level of quality in 
relation to price. There are no specific guidelines or formulae 
for determining Best Buys, but wines meriting this award are 
generally priced at $15 or less.

subMiTTing producTs for review
Products should be submitted to the appropriate reviewing 
location as detailed in our FAQ, available online via winemag.
com/contactus. Inquiries should be addressed to the Tasting 
& Review Department at 914.345.9463 or email tastings@
wineenthusiast.net. There is no charge for submitting 
products. We make every effort to taste all products submitted 
for review, but there is no guarantee that all products submitted 
will be tasted, or that reviews will appear in the magazine. All 
samples must be accompanied by the appropriate submission 
forms, which may be downloaded from our Web site.

labels
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
the opportunity to submit labels, which are reproduced and 
printed along with tasting notes and scores. For information on 
label  purchases, contact Denise Valenza at 813.571.1122; fax 
866.896.8786; or email dvalenza@wineenthusiast.net.

Find all reviews on our fully searchable database at  
buyingguide.winemag.com
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94 Spoto 2010 Private Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). This is an awesome 

wine that’s rich and dramatically layered, with smooth 
Oakville tannins and a fine jacket of acidity. It’s up-
front and concentrated, calling attention to its layers of 
blackberry, cassis, mocha, anise and sweet oak. Beauti-
ful now, but it will continue to develop additional com-
plexities over the next 10 years. Spoto has dramatically 
upped its game with this release. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

94 Tantara 2011 Bien Nacido Vineyard Old 
Vine Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). You 

can almost taste the stones in this gentle, complex, deli-
cate wine. Beyond the minerality are layers of raspberry 
tart, cherry cola, orange zest, white pepper and sandal-
wood. This lovely wine is beautiful now after decanting, 
and will age effortlessly for at least 10 years. Cellar Se-
lection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

94 Villa Cafaggio 2009 Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). Here’s a beautiful Chianti Classi-

co from Panzano’s Conca d’Oro, or Golden Basin, one 
of the best areas in the denomination. It has compel-
ling aromas of pipe tobacco, crushed cherry, smoke and 
leather. The palate delivers juicy black-cherry, plum, 
clove, carob and mineral flavors. This wine has a beauti-
ful structure, elegance and mesmerizing depth. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

93 Quinta do Pinto 2010 Touriga Nacional 
(Lisboa). This is a strong, firm wine with an 

initially earthy aroma that fills out with the scent of 
dark black fruits. The structure of the wine is taut, dark 
and brooding, offering serious potential for aging. Its 
bold acidity and young tannins further suggest aging, so 
drink between 2016–2024. Langdon Shiverick, Comète 
Wines. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Aveleda 2009 Grande Follies Vinhas da 
Quinta da Aguieira (Bairrada). The top 

wines in Aveleda’s Follies range (named after eccentric 
buildings) are Grande Follies. This serious, concentrat-
ed wine is richly full of ripe tannins, dark black fruits 
and a powerful structure. It has the weight and tannin 
to age for several more years. Aveleda Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Castelli Martinozzi 2008 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Here’s a classically crafted Brunello, 

with nuanced aromas of violet, iris, tobacco and clove on 
the nose. The palate delivers a core of black cherry fla-
vor punctuated with nutmeg, eucalyptus and truffle. It’s 
tight and tannic now, but should develop great complex-
ity with time; drink 2016–2023. Acnam LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

92 Castello di Verrazzano 2010 Chianti 
Classico. This vibrant Chianti Classico has 

ripe strawberry and raspberry aromas with hints of vio-
let. The palate shows delicious red cherry layered with 
white pepper and a hint of chocolate, all in a fresh and 
supple style. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

92 DFJ Vinhos 2009 Francos Reserva (Lis-
boa). A blend of northern and southern Por-

tuguese grapes, this is a seriously firm wine that’s struc-
tured and dense. Spiced black plums are layered with 
big, drying tannins and acidity, which promise long ag-
ing for this impressive wine. Drink from 2017. Dionysos 
Imports Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2011 Maxime 
Vieilles Vignes sur Silex (Sancerre). Very 

ripe and concentrated, this wine offers fruit-forward 
peach and pear flavors. There is also a hint of mango, 
and a sense of toastiness and smooth texture, although 
the acidity is never far away. Give the wine another year 
to mature. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 
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92 Greywacke 2011 Pinot Gris (Marlbor-
ough). Struck flint and slightly smoky aro-

mas give way to flavors of honeyed peaches and toast-
ed nuts—not full on, like a Chardonnay might be, but 
 restrained yet lush at the same time. In only a few years, 
this has quickly become one of New Zealand’s best 
 Pinot Gris. Old Bridge Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Jean-Luc Colombo 2010 Les Ruchets 
Syrah (Cornas). This shows more finely 

detailed aromas than the 2009—violets and cracked 
pepper  accent dark fruit—but less pure richness and 
concentration. It’s still a full-bodied, dense expression 
of Cornas, with bright acids highlighting plum and black 
olive notes. Drink 2015–2025. Palm Bay International. 
Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

92 José Maria da Fonseca 2010 Domi-
ni (Douro). This dense, black-colored wine 

throws great weight around. It’s firmly concentrated, 
with stylish elegance from perfectly ripe black-currant 
fruits. Dark and lush, it finishes with soft acidity. It 
could benefit from several years aging, so drink from 
2017. Palm Bay International. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

92 Landmark 2011 Damaris Reserve Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). The Damaris 

Chardonnay has varied in grape sourcing over the years, 
ranging from Santa Maria Valley to Sonoma Valley. But 
with this new Sonoma Coast bottling, the wine has hit 
new heights. It’s dry, brisk in acidity and tantalizing, with 
citrus and tropical fruit notes. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

92 Metaphora 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Made from Howell Mountain 

and St. Helena fruit, this wine is rich and savory, with 
black currants and cassis, a tang of minerality and plenty 
of rich, toasted oak flavor. The finish is dry, but the tan-
nins are quite strong. This 100% Cabernet needs seri-
ous time in the cellar; hold until 2018, and it could go 
for another decade. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $150 

92 Senses 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Shows the delicate silkiness and brisk acidity of 

the Sonoma Coast, with a brightness to the raspberry 
and Dr. Pepper cola flavors. Hints of orange zest, va-
nilla bean and baking spices add to the complexity. The 
young winemaker, Chris Strieter, is someone you’ll be 
hearing more about in the years ahead. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

92 TintoNegro 2011 Finca La Escuela Al-
tamira Estate Grown Malbec (Mendoza). 

Deep berry aromas combine seamlessly with sweet 
notes of marzipan and complex accents of balsam wood 
on what is an inviting, rich nose. This is rewardingly 
bright and structured on the palate, where blackberry, 
boysenberry and plum flavors carry onto a full, long fin-
ish. This is high-end, ripe Malbec. Drink through 2018. 
Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Villa Cafaggio 2010 Chianti Classico. This 
is a beautiful wine from a great vintage. It has 

a rich fragrance of underbrush, mushroom and truffle, 
with ripe black-cherry, mint and rosemary accents. It’s 
still young with exuberant but supple tannins and racy 
acidity. Drink 2016–2025. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 DFJ Vinhos 2008 Consensus Pinot Noir 
& Touriga Nacional (Lisboa). This 50-50 

blend of Pinot Noir and Touriga Nacional works surpris-
ingly well. It has weight, but also a smooth texture and 
juicy swathes of black plum and red berry fruits. Juicy 
fruit flavors are encased in a firm, tannic shell that’s solid 
and dark. The wine is drinkable now after decanting, 
but could benefit from aging until 2016. Dionysos Im-
ports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 
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91 Dry Creek Vineyard 2009 The Mariner 
Meritage (Dry Creek Valley). What’s so ap-

pealing about this wine is the precise control it exhib-
its. That’s partly the winemaker’s touch, but it’s also the 
terroir of Dry Creek Valley, which gives the wine crisp 
acids and less overt fruit than neighboring Napa Valley. 
It’s savory, with flavors of blackberries, currants, tobacco 
and herbs, along with a lovely brambly character. Drink 
now–2017. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 François Lurton 2009 Piedra Negra Gran 
Malbec (Uco Valley). An exotic component 

to the bouquet gives this Malbec something different on 
the nose, namely aromas of blueberry, cardamom and 
anise. This is full bodied, maybe a touch fat, but with 
fine balance and rich flavors of blackened toast, licorice, 
peppercorn and blackberry. A chocolaty, toasty, coffee-
laden finish brings mild warmth and gravitas. Drink 
through 2016. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

91 Perrin & Fils 2009 Les Christins (Vacqu-
eyras). This can be a somewhat edgy wine, but 

the warmth of 2009 has softened it, imparting a rich, 
velvety texture and flavors of dried cherries, leather, cin-
namon and clove. The long finish features a chocolaty 
note. Drink now–2025. Vineyard Brands. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

90 Alamos 2010 Selección Malbec (Mendo-
za). This is Alamos’s top Malbec, and it is fat 

and savory on the nose, with rubber, leather, asphalt and 
cured-meat aromas in addition to showing jammy fruit 
scents. In the mouth, this is lush and meaty, with blue-
berry, jerky and campfire flavors. A toasty, stout finish is 
big and weighty, but overall this fruit bomb is balanced. 
E & J Gallo. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

90 Anko 2011 Oasis en Altura Flor de Car-
don (Salta). While the bouquet on this dark-

hued Malbec is inky, jammy and a bit stalky smelling, 
there’s ample berry and leather aromas to keep the nose 
going in the right direction. This is full and jammy on 
the palate, with blueberry, clove and minty flavors lead-
ing to a finish with chocolate and baking spice flavors. 
Drink now–2016. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

90 Apolloni 2012 L Cuvée Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). A new cuvée for Apolloni, this 

is a rich reserve wine that’s loaded with mouth-coating 
flavors of lanolin, lemon curd, candied orange peel and 
ripe pear. A pleasant streak of vanilla adds interest to the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $19 

90 As Laxas 2012 Laxas Albariño (Rías Baix-
as). Flowery aromas of peach, honeysuckle and 

vanilla give this wine its marching orders. A smooth, 
juicy palate is what makes Laxas one of Rías Baixas’s 
best wines. Citrus, apple and minerality combine effort-
lessly on the palate, and the finish is long, clean and oce-
anic. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Beaucanon 2010 Trifecta (Napa Valley). 
The blackberry fruit is so powerful and rich, it 

punches right through this Cabernet Sauvignon-based 
blend. It’s still tough in tannins, however, giving it a 
harshly astringent mouthfeel. It would be a shame to 
drink it too young, so give it until 2016. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Blanco Nieva 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). 
This winery consistantly delivers an excellent, 

pure Verdejo under it’s eponymous label. This features 
strong aromas of nettle, passion fruit and green apple. 
The palate feel is a blend of zest and roundness, while 
flavors of citrus, grapefruit and green herbs precede a 
long finish. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

buyingGuide
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90 Castello di Gabbiano 2010 Riserva (Chi-
anti Classico). This shows plum and coffee 

aromas along with toasted notes of well-integrated oak. 
The palate delivers black cherry flavor along with white 
pepper and cinnamon spice. Let this age a few more 
years to develop additional complexity. Treasury Wine 
Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Courtney Benham 2012 Reserve Char-
donnay (Edna Valley). Brings to mind a good 

French Chablis, by virtue of its dryness, racy acidity and 
minerality. Hints of pineapple and Meyer lemon make 
it especially attractive. Production was 3,300 cases. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

90 Courtney Benham 2012 Reserve Char-
donnay (Napa Valley). What a lovely Char-

donnay. It’s dry, crisp in acidity and rich in pineapples, 
limes, peaches and green apples, but despite all that op-
ulence, it has a tight, minerally elegance. Easy to like, 
and well worth the price. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $27 

90 Familia Villanueva 2009 Deorum Private 
Collection Malbec (Mendoza). Raisin, 

black plum and oregano are the aromas that define this 
lightly baked, earthy Malbec. In the mouth, this is di-
rect and slightly raw in feel, but not overly so. Flavors of 
herbal fruits, raisin and stewed berries finish solid and 
with a peppery taste that introduces a mild burn to the 
picture. Drink through 2017. Cellar Door Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Gundlach Bundschu 2011 Estate Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This 

is Chardonnay just the way lots of people like it. It’s 
dry, but rich in honey, cream and buttered toast notes. 
The lime, kiwi, mango and peach flavors are delicious. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $27 

90 Gundlach Bundschu 2012 Estate Vine-
yard Gewürztraminer (Sonoma Coast). 

A wonderful Gewürztraminer, from a winery that’s 
worked with it for a long time and has a good track re-
cord. It’s crisp in acidity and exotically complex, with 
citrus and tropical fruit, ripe peach and honeysuckle fla-
vors. That famous Gewürztramimer spiciness is perfect. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2010 Terres Brulées 
Syrah (Cornas). Colombo’s entry-level Cor-

nas is a reliable bottling whose high quality reflects the 
impact of the 2010 vintage. It’s full bodied and richly 
textured, with notes of tar, espresso and tapenade that 
linger through the velvety finish. Palm Bay Internation-
al. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

90 Kenwood 2010 Jack London Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma Moun-

tain). There are lots of rich blackberry, currant and 
toasty oak flavors in this dry, full-bodied Cabernet. This 
bottling from Kenwood hasn’t always lived up to its po-
tential, but the 2010 is a welcome return to the wine’s 
historic norm. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Laetitia 2011 Whole Cluster Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). This is the wine 

for people who say they don’t like reds. It’s as light 
and silky as a Beaujolais, yet intensely flavored, with 
ripe raspberry  and cherry flavors. The acidity is Arroyo 
Grande perfect. Whole cluster fermentation has given 
this young Pinot a textural complexity. It seems best 
enjoyed over the next 4–5 years for its fruity vibrance. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 
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90 Louis Sipp 2009 Nature’S Riesling (Al-
sace). This is a structured and complex wine 

that’s still developing. Its primary fruits of apple and 
grapefruit are gaining a more mature, steely character 
that is taut and very textured. It should continue to im-
prove for 2–3 more years. Maritime Wine Trading Col-
lective. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Martin Ray 2012 Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). Not a big wine, but an elegant 

one, displaying lovely Chardonnay character at a good 
price. Creamy flavors of pineapples, mangoes, but-
tered toast and vanilla bean make it delicious. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

90 Metaphora 2009 Pinot Noir (Napa Val-
ley). This is a light Pinot, both in color and tex-

ture, and the alcohol level is moderate. All of that gives 
it elegance. It’s dry and fine in acidity, with raspberry, 
cherry and herb flavors. At the age of about four years, 
it’s beginning to show development, with mushroom 
notes emerging. Drink now–2015. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

90 Nicolas Gaudry 2012 Pouilly-Fumé. This 
is a very fruity, youthful wine, with fine acidity 

and great citrus and green apple flavors. It also has a 
firm texture, with a mineral core that promises several 
years of aging ahead. A well-made wine from the son of 
Denis Gaudry, who has a separate vineyard in Pouilly. 
Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

90 Rocca di Castagnoli 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. Rocca di Castagnoli makes this Chianti 

Classico from its own estate clones. The nose is still a bit 
closed but reveals dark cherry and earthy undertones. 
The palate is more expressive, showing ripe black-cher-
ry and eucalyptus flavor, laced with pepper and clove 
accents. Bracing tannins and bright acidity need time 
to mellow. Drink 2016–2022. Regal Wine Imports Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Beaucanon 2011 Longwood Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley). There’s plenty to admire in this 

Chardonnay, from the dryness and acidic structure to 
the subtle, complex range of citrus and tropical fruit fla-
vors. The creamy, leesy mouthfeel makes it lush. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

88 J. Lohr 2011 Fog’s Reach Pinot Noir (Ar-
royo Seco). This is textbook Arroyo Seco  

Pinot—dry, silky and tart. It appeals immediately for its 
cola, raspberry, cranberry and sandalwood flavors and 
delicate, refined mouthfeel. —S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

88 Sebastiani 2010 Merlot (Sonoma Coun-
ty). Looking for an affordably elegant Mer-

lot to drink now with steak? Try this juicy one. It’s dry 
and richly tannic, with a pleasant spectrum of cherries, 
plums and sandalwood. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Apolloni 2012 Estate Pinot Grigio (Willa-
mette Valley). This young wine emulates the 

style of Northeast Italy in its tart, grassy flavors. The 
fruit treads toward light melon and green apple. It’s 
crisp and refreshing. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $15 



WineMag.com | 9

87 Courtney Benham 2012 Unoaked Char-
donnay (Santa Barbara County). With its 

rich, tropical fruit, citrus and vanilla flavors, accented 
by crisp acidity, this is a nice Chardonnay to drink now. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $17 

87 Dry Creek Vineyard 2012 Fumé Blanc 
(Sonoma County). Kudos to Dry Creek 

for producing a wine this good and affordable. Made 
without oak, it features zesty acidity that brightens and 
boosts the Meyer lemon, lime, peach and vanilla flavors. 
Production was nearly 30,000 cases, making it easy to 
find. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

besT buYs

90 José Maria da Fonseca 2011 Domingos 
Touriga Nacional & Syrah (Península 

de Setúbal). Named after its winemaker, Domingos 
Soares Franco, this is a powerful, concentrated wine. 
Still very young, it is full of blackberry fruits that need 
time to fully integrate into the dry tannins and layered 
wood notes. It’s a dense wine with great potential. Drink 
from 2016. Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15

besT buYs

 

88 A to Z 2012 Chardonnay (Oregon). This 
young, yeasty wine is well made, fruity and 

fresh. Flavors of grapefruit, sliced pear and citrus rind 
abound. It’s made in significant (for Oregon) quantities, 
and should be relatively easy to find as it’s distributed 
nationally. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Casal do Conde 2012 Alvarinho (Tejo). 
A fine, ripe wine, this is strongly influenced by 

lemon-juice acidity as well as a rich green-apple char-
acter. The wine is full and deeply flavored, with great 
acidity and a long, fresh aftertaste. Mosella LLC. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Lucien Albrecht 2012 Cuvée Balthazar Pi-
not Blanc (Alsace). This is an aromatic wine, 

with subtle, delicate flavors. Ripe pears and hedgerow 
fruits are seasoned with a touch of spice and light acid-
ity. Very open and warm, this is a wine to be enjoyed 
now. Pasternak Wine Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

besT buYs

86 Aveleda 2012 Charamba (Douro). A light 
and fruity wine, this boasts attractive red-berry 

fruits and bright acidity. This is not a Douro for aging, 
but enjoying this year for its ripe, fresh character and 
juicy structure. Aveleda Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

86 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Chardonnay 
(California). Crisp citrusy acidity provides bal-

ance to the ripeness of this Chardonnay. It’s rich, with 
apricot and tangerine jam, honey and buttered toast fla-
vors, but finishes clean. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

85 Blue Moon 2011 Sweet 
Riesling (Oregon). This 

has double the residual sugar of the 
off-dry Blue Moon Riesling, and it 
shows in the mouthfeel, which turns 
a bit granular. It’s a time-capsule 
wine, with flavors of lemon, sugar-
water and white tea that have stood 
their ground unchanged for de-
cades. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 
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85 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Pinot Grigio 
(California). Juicy citrus fruits and crisp acid-

ity mark this wine. It’s clean and versatile to drink with a 
wide variety of foods, from ham to fried chicken to veal 
parmesan. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

85 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (California). This is a sound wine, es-

pecially for the price. It’s brisk in acidity, with ripe pine-
apple, lime and orange flavors that finish clean. Best 
Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

84 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Viognier (Cal-
ifornia). An easy, lush Viognier, front-load-

ed with tropical fruit, lemon, ripe peach, vanilla bean, 
buttered toast and honeysuckle flavors. Drink up. Best 
Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

spiriTs besT buYs

91 Sir Reginald’s Swill Ultra Premium Vodka 
(USA; Swill Beverages, Gwyned Valley, 

PA). The amusing name and funny label, with a cartoon 
pig in a top hat, nods to this spirit’s primary ingredient, 
corn sourced “from family farms.” With its subtle sweet-
ness and citrusy, crisp finish, this vodka has all the right 
attributes for ice-cold vodka martinis. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

91 Bodegas Vínícola Real 2006 200 Mon-
ges Reserva (Rioja). Initially this Rioja 

seems topped by gritty aromas of tire rubber and burnt 
leaves, but with airing it gets more earthy and present-
able. Tight tannins and a firm structure are the greet-
ing on the palate, while flavors of stewed berries, herbs 
and oak take things to a warm, lightly baked finish with 
balance and length. The more this wine breathes, the 
better it shows. Drink through 2020. Grapes of Spain. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

91 Dinastía Vivanco 2009 Colección Viv-
anco 4 Varietales (Rioja). Blueberry, rub-

ber and mint are the key aromas on what amounts to a 
linear, narrow nose. This Tempranillo-led blend is juicy 
and fresh in feel as opposed to thick and heavy. Flavors 
of plum, mint and peppery spice set up a finish that 
flashes by with light herbal aftershocks and not much 
more. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

91 Teós 2008 Rioja. Blackberry aromas are 
touched up by graphite, char and herbal ac-

cents. This feels wide, with wall-to-wall tannins and ex-
tracted flavors of loam and earthy plum and blackberry. 
A lead-pencil note is reprised on the finish, which is tan-
nic in feel and loaded with herbal black-fruit character. 
Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

90 Contino 2008 Viña del Olivo (Rioja). Ber-
ry, rubber, exotic spice, earth and toast aromas 

work in harmony. This blend of Tempranillo and Gra-
ciano is packed with acidity, structured tannins, oak and 
red-fruit flavors of plum and raspberry. It’s only on the 
finish where you get richer notes of prune and pastry. 
Drink through 2022. Europvin. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $130 

90 El Coto 2010 Coto Real Reserva (Rioja). 
Lusty black-fruit aromas mesh with hints of to-

bacco and mocha on the bouquet. The palate feels lively 
and not overly heavy, while flavors of coconut and butter 
announce plenty of oak on top of core cherry and plum 
fruit. Drink through 2018. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Izarbe 2006 Reserva Seleccion (Rioja). 
Aromas of vanilla, cinnamon, oak grain and 

spicy, dried fruits are classic and welcoming. This is an 
elegant wine with nice layering on the palate and spicy 
flavors of oak, baked plum and stewed berries. A long, 
mild, oaky finish is classy and doesn’t punish. Drink this 
classy wine now through 2018. Assa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Ramón Bilbao 2005 Gran Reserva (Rio-
ja). Dark berry and plum aromas come with 

gritty, leathery accents and toasty oak. A full, choppy, 
tannic palate is home to dark, oaky, minty flavors of ber-
ry and herbs, while the finish is herbal, with a shading 
of fresh tomato and carob. Drink now through 2018. 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 
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89 Bodegas Muriel 2006 Viña Muriel Reser-
va (Rioja). Tobacco, mocha, lemony oak and 

red-fruit aromas comprise a good, traditional Rioja bou-
quet. The mouthfeel is pinched and raw, while herb, 
tomato and dried raspberry flavors carry the palate to 
an earthy, mossy conclusion. Drink this very good Rioja 
now through 2018. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

89 Obalo 2009 Crianza (Rioja). This is a 
dark, flush specimen that’s smoky, savory and 

charred on the nose. In the mouth, it’s full and grabby, 
with staunch tannins and a toasty, lemony oak charac-
ter driving blackberry, plum and cassis flavors. A finish 
with overriding burnt-toast notes is apropos. Aviva Vino. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

89 Ramón Bilbao 2008 Mirto (Rioja). Coffee, 
mocha, char and roasted black-fruit aromas con-

trol the bouquet on this modern Rioja. Lemony acid-
ity provides lift to the palate, which has a raw, abrasive, 
tannic bite. Flavors of toast, chocolate, lemon rind and 
black fruits finish similarly, with a chewy texture. Drink 
through 2018. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

89 Viña Eguía 2009 Crianza (Rioja). Earthy 
aromas of leathery raspberry and herbs are tra-

ditional for the Rioja region and not overbearing. The 
palate is crisp and tangy, with cherry and plum flavors 
that come with a vanilla accent and a juicy, medium-
length finish. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Beronia 2010 Elaboración Especial (Rio-
ja). Toasty, woody, charred aromas are the greet-

ing on this firm Rioja that’s blessed with a healthy body 
and modest resiny notes. With plenty of oak character 
throughout, this tastes toasty and spicy, with cinnamon 
graced red-fruit flavors at the core. A well-oaked finish 
closes it out. San Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Bodegas Muriel 2009 Vendimia Selec-
cionada Crianza (Rioja). Exotic aromas of 

cardamom, brick dust and cassis lead to a racy, fresh, 
juicy palate. Oaky raspberry and red plum flavors come 
across elegant and restrained, while a warm finish packs 
punch. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Marques de Tomares 2005 Gran Reser-
va (Rioja). The nose on this gran reserva is 

a touch grassy and green on top, with herbal, cheesy, 
dark-berry aromas resting below. A choppy mouthfeel 
with zesty raspberry, plum and cassis flavors is framed 
by hard tannins, while the finish of herbal and tomato 
flavors ends with lasting oak notes. Drink now through 
2018. Parador Selections, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Paco Garcia 2008 Crianza (Rioja). Baked, 
smoky, earthy aromas are more subtle than 

overpowering. The palate is juicy and full, while plum, 
raspberry and cocoa flavors finish tight, with flavors of 

toasty oak and crisp red fruits. This is a textbook Rioja to 
drink now. Palmateer Consulting LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Raiza 2008 Reserva (Rioja). Rubber, toast 
and black-fruit aromas comprise the bouquet. 

The palate feels traditional for Rioja, meaning it’s me-
dium bodied, with pronounced acidity and some chop-
piness. Flavors of vanilla, dried fruits and oak hollow out 
on the finish, leaving an acid-based tang. Vicente Gan-
dia PLA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Siglo 2009 Crianza (Rioja). Rubbery black-
berry and cherry aromas are lightly baked and 

welcoming. A round palate delivers weight and density, 
while flavors of raspberry and plum come with vanil-
la and wood resin. A resiny tasting, roasted finish feels 
right. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Valenciso 2006 Reserva (Rioja). This 
opens with gaseous aromas of rubber and earth. 

Time in the glass reveals red-berry scents, spice and 
dried leaves. In the mouth, this pops with cheek-at-
tacking acidity, and thus things feel shear, with herbal, 
leafy flavors of red plum and raspberry. An herbal tast-
ing, slightly scratchy feeling finish is par for the course. 
Drink now through 2019. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

87 Bodega Antigua Usanza 2009 BAU Cri-
anza (Rioja). Despite showing jammy, raisiny 

aromas, this wide and thick Tempranillo shows just 
enough acidity to maintain balance. Dense flavors of 
prune and berry lead to a chewy, medium-length finish. 
Biagio Cru & Estate Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Bodegas Bilbainas 2010 Viña Zaco (Rio-
ja). Plum, berry and a noticeable oaky streak 

define the bouquet on this well-built Rioja. Flavors of 
raspberry and plum are creamy and end with thickness 
and full-bodied grip that’s balanced off by good acidity. 
This is perfectly good, healthy and adequately fruity, yet 
woody. Aveniù Brands, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Bodegas Valdemar 2008 Inspiración 
Edición Limitada (Rioja). There’s a lot of 

acid, tomato and green notes to this wine from a cool, 
tough vintage. In the mouth, it’s electric due to blazing 
acidity, while up front on the palate you’ll get zesty red 
plum and cherry flavors, while later on spice and vanilla 
come into play. A snappy, tart, tangy finish is the close. 
CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

87 Criadores de Rioja 2008 Castillo Clavijo 
Crianza Tempranillo-Garnacha (Rioja). 

Toasty, roasted aromas of baked berry and earth head 
straight to a narrowly built yet weighty palate with earth, 
plum and raspberry notes. On the finish, this holds onto 
its plum and raspberry flavors as well as its fresh feel. 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Raiza 2011 Altos de Raiza (Rioja). Fresh, 
slightly dark aromas of berry and plum register 

as clean and welcoming. A juicy, focused palate with 
pinching tannins offers a blend of oak, spice, plum and 
raspberry flavors. This is fresh, flavorful, spicy and me-
dium in length on the close. Vicente Gandia PLA. Best 
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

87 Rioja Vega 2009 Tempranillo (Rioja). 
Fresh berry aromas get this under-$10 value 

going in the right direction. In the mouth, this feels 
jammy, fruity and fleshy, while clean flavors of plum and 
dark berries come with modest oak and spice accents. 
A reasonably long finish deals flavors of mint and toast. 
Constellation Brands, Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

87 Viña Eguía 2008 Reserva (Rioja). A smoky, 
savory nose with campfire, jerky and black-fruit 

aromas is tarry and blackened. In the mouth, crisp, raw 
acidity creates a fresh feel for dry, oaky, leafy, herbal flavors 
of plum and cranberry. On the finish, a vanilla note with 
a hint of green takes over. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Bodega Beleluin 2010 Amadeo (Rioja). 
Heavy, raisiny aromas carry heat and a whiff of vin-

egar. In the mouth, this is thick and almost syrupy. Earthy 
flavors of blackberry, raisin and prune finish chewy but flat. 
Look for a ripe, rich wine that’s soft and earthy more than 
structured. Ramirez Vino Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

86 Casa Primicia 2011 Tinto (Rioja). Slightly 
minty plum and cherry aromas lead to a medi-

um-bodied palate with snappy acidity. Flavors of red 
berries and juicy plum come with spicy, peppery side 
notes, while raspberry is the key flavor on the finish 
along with peppery spice. Vin Divino. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

86 Faustino Rivero Ulecia 2009 Yellow Label 
Crianza (Rioja). Earthy plum and berry aro-

mas dominate a fruit-forward bouquet. A layered, prop-
er feeling palate delivers lightly buttered flavors of dark 
plum, creamy oak and spice. On the finish, this tastes a 
little toasty and peppery, while the feel is comported. 
Vinaio Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Larchago 2006 Reserva (Rioja). Creamy 
oak along with toast, vanilla and mocha are the 

lead aromas on this grabby, tight Rioja that hits with 
clampy tannins. Flavors of dried raspberry, red plum and 
tomato lead to an herbal-tasting, high-toned finish that’s 
juicy and a bit hot and scouring. Assa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Ramón Bilbao 2010 Limited Edition Se-
lection of 965 Barrels (Rioja). Scratchy, 

herbal aromas settle on tar, asphalt, tart red fruits and 
leather. The palate on this cutting Rioja is pushy and 
full of bold acidity, while oak and herbal berry flavors 
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finish minty and spicy, with a ringing, acid-driven feel. 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Sierra Cantabria 2010 Rioja. After this 
medium-bodied, fresh-styled Rioja opens with 

scratchy plum and berry aromas, hints of chocolate and 
light oak step in. The mouthfeel is wiry and fresh, with vi-
brant acidity creating high-toned, red-fruit flavors that fin-
ish with ringing zest. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

85 Beronia 2010 Tempranillo (Rioja). Wood 
grain, paint-like aromas and red-fruit scents 

carry the bouquet on this crisp, snappy, high-acid Rioja. 
Flavors of red currant, plum and pie cherry are followed 
by oaky, resiny notes of vanilla and leftover oak spice. 
San Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Bodegas Muriel 2010 JME (Rioja). Aro-
mas of chemical, plastic and milk chocolate are 

dominant and mask the wine’s black-fruit content. The 
palate feels condensed and narrow, while woody, baked 
flavors of berry fruits finish resiny and chocolaty. Quint-
essential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

85 Bodegas Ontañón 2009 Rioja. Hard-
packed plum and berry aromas come with an 

oaky, meaty component that’s manifested in the mouth 
via oaky flavors and a resiny feel. Flavors of wood and 
dark berries end with herbal notes and a minty char-
acter. As a whole this is dark and muscular but a touch 
green. Cavatappi Distribuzione. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

85 Bodegas Riolanc 2010 Vendimia Selecci-
onada (Rioja). Ripe berry aromas are tinged 

with rubbery, gaseous notes on this Tempranillo blend. 
The palate is chunky, blocky and low on acid, which re-
sults in a jammy wine with a hint of saltiness on the back 
palate. Clove flavors define the finish. Matador vino 
LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Criadores de Rioja 2011 Monte Clavijo 
Tempranillo (Rioja). This everyday Tempra-

nillo opens with mildly burnt and stalky aromas, but 
there’s enough fresh plum and berry on the nose to keep 
things positive. The mouthfeel is wiry and alert, while 
plum and raspberry flavors finish short. Deutsch Family 
Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Vicente Gandia 2009 Marqués de Chivé 
Crianza (Rioja). With aromas of wood, mint 

and generic dark fruits, this opens in good form. In the 
mouth, this is fresh and medium in body, with a mix of 
herb, oak and red-fruit flavors. A mild finish feels slight-
ly dilute but easygoing. Vicente Gandia PLA. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 Viña Bujanda 2011 Tinto (Rioja). Berry 
aromas with a hint of pine and juniper form 

the opening on this fresh-style Rioja. A quick wash of 
red plum and raspberry flavors comes with an herbal 
leaning and minty notes. This finishes firm but light in 
weight, with a minty aftertaste. Winebow. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

84 Bodega Beleluin 2011 Amadeo (Rioja). 
Hard, rubbery, leathery aromas are balanced off 

by black-fruit scents. This is tight on the palate, with con-
densed flavors of berry, plum and minty herbs. The finish 
holds onto that herbal character while showing solidity and 
adequate structure. Ramirez Vino Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

84 Marqués de la Concordia 2008 Crianza 
(Rioja). Raisin, dust and red-apple aromas 

come across soft and jammy. The palate follows that 
lead: it’s flat and grabby, with density and mild acidity. 
Raisin and rubbery flavors turn slightly bitter on the fin-
ish, which shows rubbery tannins. MHW, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

84 Rivarey 2009 Crianza (Rioja). This modest 
Rioja opens with herbal, minty aromas of rasp-

berry, cherry and cheese. It’s not much of a scale tipper, 
and that’s backed up by lightweight flavors of cracked 
pepper and cherry. A hint of heat comes up on the fin-
ish. International Wine Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

Toro

90 Elias Mora 2008 Crianza (Toro). An opaque 
color suggests power and density, and for the 

most part that’s what you get. Jammy, raisiny aromas cul-
minate with prune and berry pie scents. There’s pointy 
acidity to the palate, which amplifies cassis, blackberry 
and carob flavors. A warm, long finish is the conclusion. 
Drink through 2016. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

90 Telmo Rodríguez 2008 Gago (Toro). Sa-
vory aromas of turned earth and roasted plum 

and berry are subtle and appealing. This dark-colored 
wine is thick and grabby on the palate, with roasted, 
earthy flavors of loam, toast and blackberry. The finish 
is long but comes with some heat. Drink this big-boned 
Toro now through 2017. Vintus LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

87 Bodegas Fariña 2008 Crianza (Toro). 
Blueberry, sandalwood and mild green-herb 

aromas comprise the bouquet on this cool-vintage Toro. 
In the mouth, clampy tannins create some bite, while 
flavors of dark-berry fruits have a modest herbal edge. 
A tannic finish is lively but choppy in feel. Specialty Cel-
lars. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Bodegas Fariña 2008 Gran Colegiata 
Campus (Toro). Red plum and raspberry aro-

mas come with a distinct whiff of stalks and stems. Big, 
grabby tannins control the mouthfeel, while baked fla-
vors of herbal fruits finish with mossy notes and addi-

tional herbal overtones. This wine has its good points 
but it’s undeniably scratchy and stemmy. Specialty Cel-
lars. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

85 Damalisco 2008 Crianza (Toro). After 
opening with reedy, stalky aromas, this is raw 

and choppy on the palate. Flavors of herbal red plum 
and rhubarb conclude with tight, edgy acids and a bit of 
burn and heat. This is fresh and generally pretty good, 
but it lacks Toro’s usual richness and power. Vinameri-
cas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

navarra

88 Finca Albret 2008 La Viña de Mi Madre 
(Navarra). Lightly herbal aromas of cola, 

forest floor, chocolate and berry are attractive. In the 
mouth, this is linear and tangy, with sharp acidity and 
grabbing tannins. Flavors of pie cherry, plum and oak 
are drawing, while the finish is more scratchy than sub-
stantive. For a Cabernet-dominated wine from 2008, 
this is very good. Oak Barrel Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

88 Inurrieta 2008 Altos de Inurrieta Reserva 
(Navarra). After a whiff of iodine arises, the 

nose on this blend of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon 
offers mostly jammy berry scents in front of a full palate 
containing zesty acidity. Flavors of red plum, salt, cherry 
and cranberry finish long and without any excess weight 
or push. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Ochoa 2011 Tempranillo-Garnacha (Na-
varra). This is dark and firm throughout. The 

bouquet is compact, with rubber, tar and blackberry 
aromas. Hard tannins give the palate a rugged structure, 
while flavors of black fruits and burnt notes ends with a 
blackberry taste mixed with leftover tannic grab. Fron-
tier Wine Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

85 Bodegas Corellanas 2011 Viña Rubican 
Tempranillo (Navarra). This basic Navarran 

Tempranillo smacks hard with acidity and jumpy fruit, 
leaving tangy flavors of red plum and raspberry. A short, 
medium-intensity finish is more crisp and fresh than de-
tailed. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

85 Ochoa 2005 Reserva Single Vineyard 
(Navarra). This mature wine is rusty in color 

and burnt and stalky smelling, with gritty fruit aromas. 
In the mouth, it’s flabby and lacks structure, while the 
flavor profile is earthy, with herbal berry flavors. Carob 
and herbal notes are the finishing flavors. Frontier Wine 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 
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bierzo

92 Dominio de Tares 2007 Bembibre Mencía 
(Bierzo). This dense wine from Bierzo is rich, 

chocolaty and reticent in its delivery of black-fruit aro-
mas. The round, pure palate is rich and easy to like, 
while flavors of baked berry, earth and chocolate lead to 
a chewy, round finish that’s friendly but structured and 
substantive. Drink through 2017. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

92 Gancedo 2007 Xestal Mencía (Bierzo). 
Deep berry and mocha aromas form a red-car-

pet opening that’s topped off by chocolate and earth. 
And while this is a bit soft and jammy on the tongue, 
there’s enough structure to support baked, rich, black-
fruit flavors and dark spice notes. A finish full of mossy 
notes, prune and mellow tannins says drink this wine 
now through 2015. The Artisan Collection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Gotín del Risc 2006 Essencia Mencía (Bi-
erzo). This Mencía is offering up a pretty com-

bo of earth, cola, graphite and black-fruit aromas. The 
palate pops with lush berry fruit balanced by darkness 
and weight; flavors of tobacco, earth, berry and cedar 
impress, while a mossy finish that’s long and elegant car-
ries clout but isn’t too bullish. Drink through 2016. Ta-
ble 31 Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

91 Vinos de Finca 2008 Altos de Losada 
Mencía (Bierzo). Earth, moss, vanilla and oak 

aromas accent blackberry and dark plum scents. This is 
grabby, firm and just rich enough, with earthy, toasty fla-
vors of black plum and blackberry blended with herbs. A 
long, layered, level finish carries smacking tannins as well 
as freshness. Drink through 2015. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

90 Dominio de Tares 2008 Cepas Viejas 
Mencía (Bierzo). Moss, prune, chocolate and 

black-fruit aromas take the bouquet in a good direction. 
The palate is a bit acidic and hard, with firm tannins and 
earthy, toasty flavors of blackberry and mocha. Tannic 
grab and flavors of licorice and blackberry spell out the 
finish. Drink through 2017. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Luna Beberide 2011 Mencía (Bierzo). 
There’s a mountain of fresh, jumpy red- and 

black-fruit aromas on this young Bierzo. In the mouth, 
this is lush and fleshy, with full ripeness expressed 
through prune and black-fruit flavors. A stout and satis-
fying finish offers a quality ending to what amounts to a 
high-quality wine. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Pyjama 2011 Mencía (Bierzo). This is one 
ripe specimen, with aromas of cassis, raisin and 

jammy blackberry. The palate is concentrated but a bit 
hard in feel, with driving tannins supporting prune, 
blackberry and stewed fig flavors. A final wave of black-

fruit richness and toastiness creates an intense finish. 
Enotrends LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 El Pájaro Rojo 2011 Mencía (Bierzo). Ini-
tial oak-driven aromas of bacon and wood resin 

transition toward wild berry, minerality and blueberry 
upon airing. In the mouth, this is a soft, fleshy, slightly 
amorphous wine with exotic blueberry, clove and carda-
mom flavors. A fleshy, cushioned finish is rich but would 
benefit from a boost of acidity. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Ribera de Ulver 2011 Mencía (Bierzo). 
Dark plum and berry aromas hit with oomph 

and are accented by toasty, minerally notes. This 
Mencía is balanced and nicely textured, with blackber-
ry, prune and licorice flavors. Some bitterness comes 
up on the finish, but mostly this ends like it starts, with 
jammy richness and dark-fruit notes. Spain Wine Col-
lection. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

caTalunYa

89 Bodegas 1898 2005 Campo Lindo 
Gran Selección Old Wine Tempranillo- 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Catalunya). This Old World-
style blend comes across medium in body, with an em-
phasis on dry red fruits. The nose is earthy and a touch 
leafy smelling, with vanilla shadings and lots of plum 
and berry. In the mouth, it’s crisp and focused given its 
age, with raspberry, plum and strawberry flavors. A light 
finish with fading cherry notes is a good close. Drink 
through 2014. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Bodegas 1898 2008 Campo Lindo Cri-
anza Tradicional Cabernet Sauvignon- 

Tempranillo (Catalunya). A focused bouquet of red-
fruit scents, minerality and leather is pleasing and invit-
ing. The palate feels tight and focused, with a mix of 
dried plum, raspberry, spice and herbal flavors. Spici-
ness continues onto the finish, which is dry, structured 
and solid in feel. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Bodegas 1898 2008 Ramón Roqueta Cri-
anza Cabernet Sauvignon-Tempranillo 

(Catalunya). Minerally aromas combine with red ap-
ple, prune, raspberry and dry spice notes to form a nice 
bouquet. This is fresh, crisp and a bit tangy in feel, with 
plum, red apple and citrus-like flavors. A fresh, comfort-
able finish solidifies this wine’s value credentials. First 
Tier Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

alicanTe

90 El Sequé 2009 Alicante. Rubbery, herbal 
aromas are challenging on first take but spread 

out and gather clarity upon airing. This is one full-bod-
ied, chunky Monastrell that is grabby and a touch re-
duced. Jammy, raisiny core flavors are just fresh enough 

to not be considered overdone, while the finish shows 
a prune-like character and a touch of heat. Folio Fine 
Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Enrique Mendoza 2009 La Tremenda 
Monastrell (Alicante). Aromas of prune and 

plum come with earthy accents and rubbery notes. The 
palate on this Monastrell is drawing, with rubbery tan-
nins. Flavors lean toward blackberry, dark plum and 
cassis, while the finish is solid but short and clipped. For 
a full-bodied, value-priced wine to drink with grilled 
meats, this is it. Winebow. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

87 Enrique Mendoza 2009 Merlot-Monas-
trell (Alicante). Rubber, compost, leather and 

earthy dark-fruit aromas start out difficult but improve 
with airing. This is round and solid in the mouth, with 
sweet raspberry and cherry flavors accented by herbal 
notes and chocolaty oak. Vanilla, cocoa powder and last-
ing oak spread out on the finish. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

Tierra de casTilla

87 Dehesas y Viñedos de Navamarín 2008 
Aldonza Navamarín Limited Edition (Vino 

de la Tierra de Castilla). Tree bark, rubber and berry 
aromas get this blend going. The palate shows piquant, 
zesty acidity, which pumps up dry, herbal, tangy flavors 
of red-berry fruits. On the finish, it’s all about rubber, 
pepper, herbs and tomato, all wrapped in zesty acidity. 
Sommelier Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

86 Dehesas y Viñedos de Navamarín 2007 
Aldonza Selección Merlot-Cabernet Sau-

vignon-Syrah-Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra de 
Castilla). Cola, bacon and rooty berry aromas define 
the bouquet on this Merlot-led blend. The palate is raw 
in feel, with hard acidity not finding much padding. Fla-
vors of raspberry and red plum are accented by vanilla 
and oak, while the finish offers more of the same. Som-
melier Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

86 Embrujo 2011 Selección Tempranillo-
Cabernet Sauvignon (Vino de la Tierra 

de Castilla). Fresh berry and cherry aromas define 
the bouquet. In the mouth, this is cleansing and full 
of acidity. Medicinal oak and red-fruit flavors carry the 
flavor profile to a finish with spice flavors, acidity and 
mild burn. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 Maximo 2011 Edicion Limitada Tempra-
nillo (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). Hard 

red-fruit aromas of cherry and plum mixed with camp-
fire and mint open this choppy red. On the palate, 
scouring acidity pokes through, creating plum and rasp-
berry flavors along with wood and bacon notes. Freder-
ick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 



14 | WinE EnTHuSiaST | OcTOBEr 2013

buyingguide

83 Casa Solar 2011 Tempranillo (Vino de la 
Tierra de Castilla). Red-fruit aromas lead 

the charge, but they come with a green, candied com-
ponent. This is flabby in feel, with minty berry flavors 
and a modest finish. ENYE Distribution Group, LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

83 Real Compañia de Vinos 2012 Tempra-
nillo (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). Blue-

berry, prune and beet aromas are mulchy and fail to 
improve with airing. The palate is medium in size and 
jammy, with green herb and leafy, stemmy berry fla-
vors. There’s a burning feel to the finish. Quintessential 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

82 Mureda 2011 Oak Aged Tempranillo 
(Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). Leathery 

aromas of raisin and horse hide are shaky. This is thick, 
grabby and a touch cloying, with baked, medicinal fla-
vors of black fruits and blueberry. A minty, herbal finish 
feels sticky. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

oTher red wines

93 Abadia Retuerta 2009 Pago Negralada 
Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra de Castil-

la y León). Dense leather, cola and wild berry aromas 
comprise the bouquet on this massive, layered, supre-
memly rich Tempranillo. Core blackberry, cassis and 
blueberry flavors are incredibly ripe, while chocolate 
and prune flavors carry the finish. This is a thick, dense 
wine squarely made in the modern style. Drink through 
2020. Europvin. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

92 Abadia Retuerta 2009 Pago Valdebellón 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Vino de la Tierra de 

Castilla y León). Among a small population of vari-
etal Spanish Cabernets, Pago Valdebellón is exemplary. 
Bold plum and cassis aromas come with a needling of 
green notes and spice. In the mouth, this is tight and 
tannic, but not angry. Flavors of herbal raspberry come 
with a minty aftertaste, while the finish is lively and 
herbal, with a touch of heat. Drink now through 2020. 
Europvin. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $135 

92 Portal del Montsant 2008 Santbru 
Carinyenes Velles (Montsant). This dark, 

exotic blend of Carignan, Grenache and Syrah is im-
pressive given that 2008 wasn’t a good year in Spain. 
This shows integrated oak, graphite and inky aromas in 
front of a full, balanced palate that’s home to berry fla-
vors, schisty minerality and mocha accents. A generous 
finish with plum and berry flavors as well as licorice is 
the right ending. Drink through 2018. Colección Inter-
nacional del Vino. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

90 Clos Berenguer del Molar 2008 Selecció 
(Priorat). This is a ripe, meaty wine with raisin, 

mint and licorice aromas. The palate is dense and syr-

upy, with stewy blackberry flavors mixed with wild herb 
notes and licorice. That same stewy quality returns on 
the finish, which is powerful and dark in nature. Drink 
through 2017. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Casa Rojo 2009 Cavalls Very Old Vines 
Barrel Aged Single Vineyard Garnacha-

Monastrell (Almansa). This Garnacha-Monastrell 
blend opens with earthy, leafy aromas of blackberry and 
plum. In the mouth, it’s well formed and healthy, with 
tangy acidity and grabby tannins. Flavors of plum and 
blackberry are surrounded by vanilla-laden oak, and the 
finish is similar, with a good feel and nice length. Fron-
tier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 La Conreria d’Scala Dei 2008 Iugiter (Pri-
orat). Iugiter delivers berry, cola and licorice 

aromas in front of a racy, acid-rich palate that’s linear in 
shape. Flavors of cherry, plum and raspberry are snappy 
and reflect a cool vintage, while the finish is equally racy, 
juicy and full of acidic snap. Deutsch Family Wine & 
Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

89 Lafou 2008 De Batea (Terra Alta). After 
early aromas of grass and alfalfa, this Garnacha-

led blend offers dark-berry scents with minty accents. 
The palate on De Batea is firm to the point of being 
hard, with gritty tannins. Flavors of raisin, black currant 
and herbal hints end with prune and licorice. This is 
very good but lacks the clarity and balance of an excel-
lent wine. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Arínzano 2004 Red (Pago de Arínzano). 
This Tempranillo-based blend from Navarra is 

from the Chivite family. Aromas of asphalt, herbal berry 
and graphite come across burnt and stalky. This is tan-
nic and hard on the palate, with baked, herbal, black-
fruit flavors that come with toast and spice notes. Things 
remain that way onto the finish, which is herbal, spicy, 
baked, toasty and tannic. ENYE Distribution Group, 
LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $83 

86 Gaba do Xil 2011 Mencía (Valdeorras). 
Full blackberry and black-plum flavors come 

across lush but soft. That impression is confirmed in 
the mouth, where things feel short on acidity and thus 
kind of flat and mushy. Blueberry and dark plum are the 
lead flavors, while the low-pulse finish feels heavy. Vin-
tus LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Pedro Luis Martínez 2009 Arriba Térmi-
no de Hilanda Monastrell (Jumilla). Black 

fruit, clove, char and mocha are the primary aromas 
on this heavily oaked, saturated Monastrell. The pal-
ate shows bullish tannins, bold acids and weight, while 
dark-leaning flavors of blackberry, stewed plum and 
mint come with enough acidity to cut through the wine’s 
fat and oak. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Raimat 2008 Castell de Raimat Caber-
net Sauvignon (Costers del Segre). Black 

cherry, cassis and oak-based aromas define the nose on 
this dark Cabernet from Catalonia. The palate is solid 
but a little pointed, while wild berry, black cherry and 
mocha flavors end with oak, plum and berry flavors. For 
$11 Cab, this is high in quality and ready to drink. Ave-
niù Brands, Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

84 Dama del Lago 2011 Roble Tempranillo 
(Rueda). Candied plum and cherry aromas 

are bright, jumpy and youthful. The mouthfeel on this 
red Rueda, something you don’t normally see much of, 
is narrow, pinched and grabby. Edgy flavors of plum, 
herbal berry and mild oak set up a finish with a minty 
green accent. Cognac One, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

82 Las Valles 2011 Tempranillo-Garnacha-
Syrah (Cariñena). Jammy, herbal aromas 

come with a note of orange peel. The palate feels chop-
py and rough, while flavors of medicinal red berry and 
herbal influences end in a light, candied, green-tasting 
finish. Hand Picked Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

forTified wines

93 Bodegas Toro Albala, SL 1947 Don PX 
Reserva Especial (Montilla-Moriles). This 

gorgeous dessert wine shows a coffee-colored tint that’s 
backed by lush, deep aromas of fig, caramel, toffee and 
prune. The palate shows weight but a refined mouth-
feel that’s not sticky or heavy. Flavors of coffee, mo-
cha, chocolate, caramel, peanut brittle and prune finish 
warm and long. Only 43 cases made. Classical Wines. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 17% Price: $258 

91 Bodegas Dios Baco S.L. NV Esnobista 
Moscatel Pasa (Jerez). A wine made from 

dried Moscatel with Sherry characteristics? This is that 
and more. Aromas of raisin, cinnamon, flowers and car-
amel are particular for dessert wines. In the mouth, this 
is fresh and juicy but substantive, with caramel, toffee, 
coffee and spice flavors running onto a long finish with 
toffee and chocolate notes. This is ripe and sweet but 
balanced and delicious. Colección Internacional del 
Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 16% Price: $24 

90 González Byass NV Leonor Palo Cortado 
(Jerez). This dry Sherry is a touch hot, with 

alcohol swirling around the glass, but there’s also com-
plex, welcoming aromas of almond, apricot and toffee. 
The palate is appropriately rich, with flavors of caramel, 
toasted nuts and buttered toast. A finish with walnut, 
truffle and mushroom flavors urges contemplation. San 
Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 20% Price: $25 

89 Bodegas Toro Albala, SL 1985 Gran 
Reserva Don PX (Montilla-Moriles). With 

its chocolate-brown color, this PX is full of prune, fig 
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and moderate volatility. It’s heavy, sticky and syrupy 
on the tongue, with fig, dried date, salt and caramel 
flavors. The finish rings of ripeness, but overall this is 
more sweet and rich than distinct and complex. Classi-
cal Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 17% Price: $33/375 ml 

88 González Byass NV Tio Pepe en Rama 
(Jerez). This high-end fino from Tio Pepe is 

yeasty and shows a flor-related character. In addition, 
there are aromas of apple, toasted almond and turpen-
tine. The palate is full for fino, with yeasty weight cut 
by acidity. Flavors of crisp, dry, salty almond and apple 
finish juicy, with a note of sautéed mushroom. San Fran-
cisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

spainish white wines

rías baixas

90 As Laxas 2012 Laxas Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 El Pensador 2011 Gran The Thinker Al-
bariño (Rías Baixas). Tropical fruit aromas 

and minerality combine to forge a solid marriage. This 
feels fresh and citrusy in the mouth, with a salinic note. 
Flavors of pineapple, green apple and tangerine finish 
chalky and light. As far as Albariño goes, this is textbook 
stuff. Drink now. Winery Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

90 Granbazán 2011 Etiqueta Ámbar Albari-
ño (Rías Baixas). White-flower, citrus and 

powdery aromas form a pretty opening to this mature, 
ready-to-drink Albariño. The palate is racy and on its 
toes, while linear flavors of orange and green banana 
are focused and finish clean. Drink immediately. Eu-
ropvin. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Alvinte 2012 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
Flowery, leesy, tropical aromas get this fresh 

white going. The mouthfeel is juicy and ripped, with 
sheer acidity. Tangy flavors of pineapple and tangerine 
set up a citrusy finish endowed with lime and orange 
notes. This is perfectly good Albariño with balance and 
depth of flavors. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Granbazán 2011 Etiqueta Verde Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). Subdued aromas of pear and 

white flowers come in front of a round, mature palate 
that’s at maximum maturity in terms of maintaining 
freshness. Flavors of pulpy citrus and green apple finish 
with zest and kick. Drink now. Europvin. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Pazo Baión 2011 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
Pear and kiwi aromas are a bit richer here than 

in many Albariños. In the mouth, this mature wine is 
fleshy and melony. Flavors of pulpy citrus, pear and ap-
ple finish pithy, with a touch of lasting minerality. This 

wine seems to be slowly fading; drink now. CIV/USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

87 Don Olegario 2012 Albariño (Rías Baix-
as). Like with past vintages, prominant pine-

apple and apple aromas come across pleasantly but 
with a slightly bitter tinge. The palate is concentrated 
with green apple and nectarine flavors. The finish falls 
off and loses some flavor as it moves along. Kobrand. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

85 Lusco 2011 Albariño (Rías Baixas). Al-
bariño is a fragile style of white wine and some 

just don’t age well. This is one of those wines; it’s slightly 
past peak maturity, as evidenced by wheaty, yeasty aro-
mas. The palate finishes with a hint of bitter citrus pith. 
Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

rueda

90 Blanco Nieva 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). For 
full review see page 6. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Valdelainos 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). Fleshy 
aromas of melon and passion fruit introduce a 

rock solid palate that’s pithy and round. Flavors of citrus 
pith lend bitterness to core grapefruit and passion fruit 
flavors, while the finish is briny and tastes of citrus and 
green fruits. Drink this Verdejo right away. Grapes of 
Spain. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Viña Mayor 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). This 
is the type of Rueda that most white-wine fans 

probably want. The bouquet gives a mix of sassy lime 
and passion fruit, while the mouthfeel is zesty and fresh, 
with pithy citrus, grapefruit and lime flavors. A miner-
ally finish that’s angular yet smooth is welcome. Habar-
celo North America. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Hermanos Lurton 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). 
This is a prime example of clean Verdejo; the 

nose is minerally and neutral except for notes of nectar-
ine and peach. A lifted, firm, well-cut palate is home to 
pithy flavors of nectarine, tangerine and melon, while 
the finish is long and tastes mildly bitter, which is com-
mon for the variety. Winesellers Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Viña Gormaz 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). Pas-
sion fruit, scallion, nettle and minerally aromas 

are neither pushy nor piquant. It’s stony in feel, with a 
crisp, acidic palate that houses tropical fruit flavors of 
pineapple and papaya, while the finish is pithy in flavor, 
with bitterness and a leftover hint of papaya. Classical 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Naia 2009 Naiades Verdejo (Rueda). In a 
warm vintage like 2009, this barrel-aged Verde-

jo turned out chunky. Orange, grapefruit, apricot and 
resiny aromas introduce a full-bodied, rounded palate 
with flavors of oak, citrus fruits and melon. Modest acid-
ity on the back end causes the finish to show some flab. 
Drink now. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

86 Marqués de Irún 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). 
Citrus fruits and rind are the lead aromas on this 

minerally Verdejo. Passion fruit, nectarine, orange and 
saline flavors finish with pithy grapefruit and almond-
skin flavors. Overall this is tangy and holds firm. Drink 
now. Europvin. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Viña a Verderol 2012 Spring in a Bot-
tle Verdejo (Rueda). The packaging on this 

Verdejo is attractive, but the wine is relatively neutral 
on the nose, with hints of white-fruit scents. The palate 
has modest depth and tang, with flavors of lime, mango, 
grapefruit and a hint of bitterness. Frontier Wine Im-
ports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

84 Blanco Nieva 2012 Pie Franco Verdejo 
(Rueda). This is not a success given past per-

formances of Pie Franco. The nose lacks Verdejo’s char-
acteristic citrusy punch, showing instead, notes of hay-
stack and mealy apples. A plump, soft palate delivers 
pithy, peachy flavors of papaya and lees, while a bland, 
green-tasting finish doesn’t fully come to the rescue. 
Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

83 Blanco Nieva 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Rueda). This Sauvignon Blanc is so intense 

it’s almost too much to handle. Sharp aromas of nettle, 
juniper and passion fruit are expressive but also assaul-
tive. The palate is round on one hand, but with shooting 
acidity, there’s intensity to the flavor profile, which re-
volves around salt, bitterness and citrus flavors. A little 
funky and herbaceous. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

83 Maitea 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). Powdery cit-
rus aromas are mild yet friendly. In the mouth, 

this is both acidic and a touch sticky. Nutty, almondy fla-
vors of stone fruits and bitterness finish with stalky notes 
of hay and stems. Assa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

80 Blanco Nieva 2009 Pie Franco Fermen-
tado en Barrica Verdejo (Rueda). Verdejo 

and oak is not a marriage made in heaven. This is gold 
in color, with oxidized aromas of vegetal white fruits 
and apple cider. With airing it becomes more resiny and 
woody but not better. Finishes a bit chunky, flat and ci-
dery. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

bizkaiko Txakolina

88 Itsas Mendi 2011 Bizkaiko Txakolina. 
This Basque white is fresh, fit and will go well 

with anything from the sea or garden. Crisp apple and 
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peach aromas are friendly. The palate is firm and of-
fers the right mix of acidity and weight. Flavors of green 
fruits, green herbs and apple finish pithy but not pushy. 
Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Itsas Mendi 2011 No. 7 (Bizkaiko Txakoli-
na). Standard white-fruit and salinic aromas of-

fer hints of apple and flower blossom. The mouthfeel is 
more round and full than most Basque wines, while the 
flavors are a blend of melon and peach. This is quiet and 
not overly flavorful on the finish, with a hint of seltzer 
and minerality. Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

86 Marko 2011 Kortezubi Urdaibai (Bizkaiko 
Txakolina). Despite being fairly young, this is 

a weighty wine with a gold color and waxy apple aro-
mas. A blocky mouthfeel is oily and has enough acidity 
to stay lively. Flavors of chunky apple, peach and melon 
lead to a round, oily feeling finish. Vinamericas Selec-
tions. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

geTariako Txakolina

89 K5 Argiñano 2011 Getariako Txakolina. 
This is a zinger that shows off the core char-

acteristics of the Hondarrabi Zuri grape. The bouquet 
is minerally and citric, with apple and pear aromas for 
added weight. The palate is tight, lemony and strict, 
with lemon, orange and pineapple flavors. While there 
is a lot of acid to this wine, it’s structured and loaded 
with crisp, oceanic flavors. Drink with seafood and sal-
ads. Classic Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $29 

86 Rezabal 2011 Getariako Txakolina. Mild 
white-fruit and pickled aromas are O.K. but 

don’t amount to a whole lot. This is a spritzy wine with 
tang and acidity, and citrusy pineapple, lemon and lime 
flavors. This shows a slight vegetal side, especially on 
the finish, where asparagus and pole-bean notes appear. 
The Artisan Collection. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

rioja

89 Baigorri 2010 Cask Fermented Viura 
(Rioja). This barrel-fermented Viura shows 

toasty popcorn aromas that are derived directly from 
oak. The palate has a woody personality with tight acid-
ity and flavors that suggest Burgundian Chardonnay. 
Baked apple and vanilla notes come in front of a long 
finish. The Artisan Collection. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

88 Bodegas Muriel 2011 JME Viura (Rioja). 
Popcorn, match stick and resin are the lead 

aromas on this oaky Viura. The palate has a compact, 
woody feel that’s followed by stretched flavors of apricot 
and barrel spice. This is toasty and fairly long on the fin-
ish. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

88 Bodegas Palacio 2010 Cosme Palacio 
Vendimia Seleccionada Viura (Rioja). 

Soft, friendly aromas of apple and barrel spice are more 
subtle than intense. The palate is fleshy and mature, 
with vanilla and baked-apple flavors. A soft, resiny pal-
ate is maxed out in terms of intensity, so drink immedi-
ately. HAB North America. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

84 Urbina 2011 Viura (Rioja). Apple aromas 
open to a fleshy palate with tropical flavors of 

melon and mango mixed with powdered sugar. The 
wheaty tasting finish is round and soft. Vinamericas Se-
lections. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

80 Bodega Beleluin 2011 Amadeo Viura 
(Rioja). Baked-apple aromas are not in accor-

dance with an acidic palate that’s stalky yet oxidized in 
flavor. Acidity gives the finish lift, but the balance and 
flavor profile are subpar. Ramirez Vino Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

la mancha

85 Paso a Paso 2011 Verdejo (La Mancha). 
Tropical fruit aromas give this Verdejo a punch-

bowl bouquet that includes lychee and kiwi. The palate 
is melony and round in feel, with flavors of mango, hon-
eydew and green banana. On the finish, this feels flat 
and not that vital. Drink now. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

83 Parra Family 2011 Parra Jiménez Verdejo 
(La Mancha). A maderized tint signals a wine 

in decline. Nectarine and mild citrus aromas lack edge 
or snap, while flavors of apple, melon and white grape-
fruit are showing oxidized characteristics. Parra Family 
Organic Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

82 Finca Antigua 2011 Viura (La Mancha). 
Peach and tangerine aromas are modest and 

inoffensive. The mouthfeel is flat and flabby, while fla-
vors of stone fruits and citrus are green and stalky. A 
bland, peachy, chunky finish offers little help. Winebow. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

oTher whiTe wines

88 The Flower and the Bee 2011 La Flor y la 
Abeja Treixadura (Ribeiro). This Treixadura 

from Ribeiro carries a light gold color. Aromas of apple 
and melon are ripe and lush, while flavors of kiwi, lime 
and melon are tropical in nature. On the finish, this be-
comes more dry and pithy, with roundness and flowery 
notes. P.R. Grisley Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

84 Vicente Gandia 2012 Organic Wine 
Verdejo (Spain). Orange, apricot and hon-

eysuckle aromas are simple and good. A solid, melony 

feeling palate has just enough acid to stay upright. Fla-
vors of passion fruit, cider and briny citrus manage to 
stave off bitterness on the finish. Vicente Gandia PLA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

83 La Purísima 2011 Capa Rota Macabeo 
(Yecla). This is the epitome of an innocuous 

white wine. Modest cantaloupe aromas lead to a rudi-
mentary palate with mealy grapefruit and stone-fruit 
flavors. A chalky, stony finish is simple ad straightfor-
ward. Marquee Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

83 Príncipe de Viana 2011 Roble Tempranil-
lo (Navarra). This is a wiry, scratchy wine with 

generic red-fruit and mild green aromas. A grabby, hard 
palate contains soft berry and plum flavors. A finish of 
carob, herbal notes and oaky spice is an adquate ending. 
Sybarite Global LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $7 

cava

89 Juvé y Camps 2010 Blanc de Noirs 
Reserva Pinot Noir (Cava). Made from Pi-

not Noir, this Blanc de Noirs offers a mix of apple, citrus 
and yeasty aromas along with a hint of smoke and barrel 
toast. This is medium in body, with citrusy acidity and 
flavors of grapefruit, pineapple and tangerine. A fresh, 
driving finish without any obvious yeast or weight func-
tions as a palate cleanser. Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $33 

89 Vallformosa NV Col-Lecció Brut (Cava). 
Crushed vitamins, iodine and saline aromas ac-

cent dusty citrus scents. This is fresh and subtle on the 
palate, with a smooth bubble bead that wouldn’t shake a 
mouse. Flavors of raspberry, cantaloupe and cocoa pow-
der finish mild and toasty. This is a step up from most 
rosé Cavas. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

88 Louis Drescher NV Amor Rosé (Cava). 
This salmon-colored Cava is fresh, fairly full in 

body and quite flavorful. Aromas of cocoa, plum, rasp-
berry and citrus lead to a cleansing, racy palate with lean 
flavors of citrus and nectarine. On the finish, a level of 
elegance and a linear shape are maintained. Matador-
vino LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Vallformosa NV Brut (Cava). Lime, green 
apple and yeast notes define the nose. This is 

plump and fleshy in feel, with peach, nectarine and ap-
ple flavors. That’s also how the finish rolls out. All in all, 
this is juicy, straightforward and well constituted. Quint-
essential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

88 Vallformosa NV Brut Rosado (Cava). Or-
ange and nectarine aromas are mild but pure. 

Like the bouquet, there’s not a lot of edginess to the 
palate; for the most part, it’s mellow like a table wine, 
with candied orange and peach flavors. On the finish 
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this borders up against cloying but pulls back and shows 
welcome restraint. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

87 Biutiful NV Brut Rosé (Cava). Smoky stone-
fruit aromas lead to a fresh and zesty feeling 

palate that hits firmly with plum, raspberry and citrus 
flavors. The finish on this rosé Cava is solid but gas-
eous, with red-fruit and citrus flavors to spare. Grapes 
of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

87 Juvé y Camps NV Brut Rosé (Cava). 
Dusty cherry aromas are basic and open, but 

not complex. The mouthfeel on this Cava is a bit foamy, 
while red-fruit flavors of raspberry and cherry carry a 
citrusy offset. A touch of bitterness rises up on what is 
otherwise a good, healthy finish. Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

87 Vallformosa NV Clasic Brut (Cava). Apple 
and orange aromas are light and slightly toasted. 

The palate is easygoing. Flavors of orange and nectarine 
are fresh and appropriate for Cava. The finish is solid, 
fresh and alert. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $17 

87 Vicente Gandia NV El Miracle Brut 
(Cava). Dusty lime and tarragon aromas come 

with notes of apple and toast. This is a bit abrasive in 
feel, but core lemon and tangerine flavors are zesty and 
fresh. A scouring finish with soda-like qualities is the fi-
nal act. Vicente Gandia PLA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Conde de Subirats NV Brut Rosé (Cava). 
This a good Cava that delivers strawberry and 

raspberry aromas along with a raspy, scratchy side note. 
The palate feels good and honest, while sweet, lightly 
candied flavors of cherry and berry set up a mild finish 
with fresh acidity and length. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

86 Don Román NV Brut Rosado (Cava). Ra-
diator dust, strawberry, cherry and apple-skin 

aromas amount to a slightly flat but not offensive nose. 
Likewise in the mouth: it’s good and pleasant but a bit 
flat. Flavors of plum, berry and brine define the finish. 
Parador Selections, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Jaume Serra 2009 Cristalino (Cava). 
Briny white-fruit aromas and yeasty notes com-

prise the nose. This is compact on the palate and not 
showing much in the way of bubbles, while flavors of 
pickled melon and green apple finish with a briny sug-
gestion of vinaigrette. CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Segura Viudas NV Brut Rosé (Cava). Nec-
tarine and orange peel are the lead aromas on 

this everyday, entirely serviceable Cava. A fresh, juicy, 
citrusy mouthfeel creates a nest for citrus flavors, grape-
fruit and orange in particular, to do their thing before 

finishing slightly bitter and pithy. This is made mostly 
from Trepat grapes. Freixenet USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

85 Jaume Serra NV Cristalino Brut (Cava). 
Melon, pear, apple and mild sulfuric aromas 

lead to a palate with an acidic center. Apple, lime and 
pith flavors are what you get. This tastes and smells 
good; it’s also bubbly and aggressive in feel. CIV/USA. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

85 Paul Cheneau NV Brut Rosé (Cava). 
Gasssy, soda-like aromas are the greeting, how-

ever there are decent red-fruit scents in the backdrop. 
This is a bit sticky and foamy on the tongue, with loud 
nectarine and cherry flavors. A sweet, basic finish with 
tolerable burn and abrasiveness is the final act. Paster-
nak Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

84 Codorníu NV Anna de Codorniu (Cava). 
Apple skin and red-plum aromas are herb-in-

fused and suggest tomato sauce and carrot juice. A full, 
almost sticky feeling palate deals plum, cherry and to-
mato flavors along with notes of oregano and tarragon. 
A finish with red-licorice flavors and tomato notes is the 
final salvo on this blend of 70% Pinot Noir and 30% 
Chardonnay. Aveniù Brands, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

82 Jaume Serra NV Cristalino Extra-Dry 
(Cava). The petillance is faint on this Cava. 

Aromas of sweat and bread introduce flavors of pink 
grapefruit and tart apple. An abrasive mouthfeel deliv-
ers generic citrus flavors. CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

81 Jaume Serra NV Cristalino Rosé Brut 
(Cava). The earthy, mushroomy bouquet on 

this Cava suggests a savory sauce. The palate is foamy 
and coarse, with flavors of barbecue sauce and citrus 
fruits. CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

oTher sparkling 
wines

91 Raventós I Blanc 2010 Conca del Riu 
Anoia Barcelona de Nit (Penedès). There 

are few rosé Cavas out there that register this high on 
the quality meter. This elegant number opens with aro-
mas of wood smoke, citrus and raspberry, while the pal-
ate feels lithe and silky, with a fine bubble bead. Fla-
vors of pink grapefruit, tangerine and cranberry finish 
long and sturdy. Valkyrie Selections. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

88 Raventós I Blanc 2010 Conca del Riu 
Anoia Barcelona L’hereu (Penedès). The 

stalky, yeasty aromas on this sparkler are typical for Cava. 
The mouthfeel is big and a touch flabby, with wheaty, 
stalky flavors of brined apple and papaya. On the fin-
ish, apple and lime flavors are in control, but there’s also 

a streak of haystack and brine that keeps a lid on how 
good this could be. Valkyrie Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

88 Raventós I Blanc 2009 de la Finca 
(Penedès). This is a deliiously yeasty number 

with penetrating aromas of nuts, sundried hay and pithy 
citrus. In the mouth, it’s quite rich and yeasty, but also 
layered. Flavors of saline water, apple, citrus fruits and 
stalky notes finish yeasty but also with a pleasantly bitter 
tinge. Valkyrie Selections. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $40 

83 J. Garcia Carrion NV Opera Prima Brut 
(Spain). This basic brut is yeasty on the nose. 

In the mouth, it’s plump and heavy. Apple and pineap-
ple flavors are mildly bitter and sulfuric on the finish. 
CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $8 

portugal

vinho verde

91 Casa do Valle 2012 Grande Escolha (Vin-
ho Verde). This is an impressively rich wine, 

full of creamed apple and ripe apricot flavors. It has 
weight, a good amount of flesh, and acidity adding di-
mension to the concentration. It’s great to drink now, 
but better to wait until 2014. Massanois Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 J. Portugal Ramos 2012 Alvarinho (Vinho 
Verde). Alvarinho is best from the far north of 

Vinho Verde, which is the source for this wine. It gives a 
full, rich, very ripe wine that’s rounded and packed with 
yellow fruits and a tight mineral and lemon juice charac-
ter. The wine also has youth on its side and could age for 
several more years. Drink from 2014. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Anselmo Mendes 2012 Muros Antigos 
Alvarinho (Vinho Verde). This is a rich and 

full-bodied wine that’s ripe and generous. It has spice, 
ripe apple and crisp pear-skin flavors along with tight, 
mineral acidity. Drink now, or keep for one year. Aidil 
Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Casa do Valle 2012 Branco (Vinho 
Verde). A citrus-dominated wine, this is very 

fruity, crisp and refreshing. Coming from the mountains 
in the southeast of the region, it has a crisp, cool char-
acter with bright and lively texture. Ready to drink now. 
Massanois Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Quinta da Raza 2012 Dom Diogo Col-
heita Seleccionada Arinto (Vinho Verde). 

Bright and fruity, this wine is citrusy while also suggest-
ing ripe white-fruit flavors. It has a fine tang of lime zest 
that gives an underlying cool, green character to this at-
tractive wine. Vision Wine Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 
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86 J. Portugal Ramos 2012 Lima Loureiro 
(Vinho Verde). Crisply herbaceous and cit-

rusy, this is a bright, light and fresh wine. Dry with a 
taut acidity, it’s brisk with lime flavors and ready to drink 
now. Screwcap. Winebow. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $9 

85 Vinhos Norte 2012 Cruzeiro (Vinho 
Verde). Medium dry with a creamy petillance 

that gives a lift of freshness, this wine is fragrant with 
green apples and citrus. Lively and fruity, it’s ready to 
drink now. Value Vines LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 9% Price: $9 

85 Wines & Winemakers 2012 Azul Portugal 
Escolha (Vinho Verde). Crisp. dry and fruity, 

this wine has a light touch of citrus and fresh acidity. 
Fruity with a slight sparkle, it’s an ideal apéritif. Iberia 
Wine & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $11 

84 Quinta da Raza 2012 Raza (Vinho Verde). 
There is just a hint of petillance on this wine, 

resulting in a palate that is bright, crisp and driven by 
apple and soft acidity. it’s light, fresh and fragrant for the 
summer. Screwcap. Vision Wine Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

douro whiTe wines

91 Wines & Winemakers 2011 Aguia Moura 
em Vinhas Velhas Reserva (Douro). This 

is a generous, opulent wine with spicy notes from wood 
aging complementing pear and ripe apple flavors. There 
is a sprinkle of lemon zest giving freshness to the rich 
texture. Full bodied but still well balanced, this is a wine 
to age. Drink from 2015. Iberia Wine & Spirits LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Wine & Soul 2011 Guru (Douro). A wood-
aged wine, this shows Chardonnay’s richness 

along with spicy wood and opulent fruit. Bold acidity 
and a citrus edge cuts the smoothness. It’s for short-
term aging over 2–4 years. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

87 Poças 2012 Coroa d’Ouro (Douro). This 
ripe wine is full of apple fruits with a tight streak 

of citrus acidity. It’s a food wine, showing a creamy tex-
ture, a light texture and attractive acidity. HGC Im-
ports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

Tejo whiTe wines

88 Casal do Conde 2012 Alvarinho (Tejo). 
For full review see page 9. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Casal do Conde 2012 Quinta da Arran-
cosa Moscatel Graúdo (Tejo). This wine 

comes from Moscatel Graúdo, the most fragrant of the 
Moscatel family. Certainly very perfumed, it’s dry with 

attractive acidity, and a crisp, floral and lightly spicy 
character. Mosella LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Fiuza 2012 3 Castas (Tejo). A blend of 
Chardonnay, Arinto and Vital, this is a smooth, 

very new-world style of white wine. It is bright with 
apricot and pear flavors dominating and a delicate, flo-
ral, attractively fresh character. Gabriella Fine Wines. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

88 Quinta da Lagoalva de Cima 2012 Espiri-
to Branco (Tejo). This cool, crisp wine shows 

its bright character right from the go. Very fruity, fresh, 
clean and with a fine aromatic character, it’s a wine to 
drink now or age a year. Screwcap. Winebow. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

87 Casal do Conde 2012 Viognier (Tejo). 
This floral, apricot and peach-flavored wine is 

ripe and full in the mouth. It has fine acidity to bal-
ance this perfumed character. Lively, fresh and ready to 
drink. Mosella LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Quinta da Lapa 2012 Colheita Seleccio-
nada (Tejo). Kerosene aromas are reminiscent 

of Riesling on this wine. It’s perfumed, light in weight 
and fragrantly fruity, with a lively, bright and floral char-
acter. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

83 Casal do Conde 2012 White (Tejo). The 
powerful herbaceousness of Sauvignon Blanc 

dominates, giving a bitter character to this wine and 
leaving the gentle crispness of Arinto in its wake. May-
be a year will help. Mosella LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

lisboa whiTe wines

90 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Grand’Arte Alvarinho 
(Lisboa). A rounded wine with spiced pear 

and citrus fruits, this is juicy and full bodied. A touch 
of textured minerality gives a sense of structure. It’s still 
young and needs aging. Drink from 2015. Dionysos Im-
ports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Grand’Arte Chardon-
nay (Lisboa). This is an impressive, ripe wine 

with creamed green and white fruits layered with a cit-
rus character. It’s full in the mouth—rounded and finely 
textured—to give a serious, while still very fruity wine 
that could age, so drink from 2014. Dionysos Imports 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Quinta do Pinto 2011 Viognier-Chardon-
nay (Lisboa). Very ripe yellow fruits make this 

a generous, dense, rich wine. A light touch of wood and 
acidity balance the super-rich character of the wine. 

Maybe it’s all too much—too opulent—but then again, 
it is delicious. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Point West Alvarinho-
Chardonnay (Lisboa). Two complementary 

grapes produce this ripe wine that’s full of citrus flavors 
and balanced with pear and peach. It’s rounded and rich 
in its texture, with a touch of honey to go with the lemon 
acidity on the finish. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

87 Quinta do Pinto 2011 Vinhas do Lasso 
Branco (Lisboa). This ripe, creamy wine is 

full of pear and quince flavors and layered with fine 
acidity. The wine is fruity and fresh while also maintain-
ing a rich texture. Dry in style, this is very much a food 
wine. Langdon Shiverick, Comète Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Coreto Branco (Lis-
boa). Fragrant and fruity, this is a bright, crisp 

and clean wine that’s totally ready to drink. Lively, with 
a cool feeling like the nearby ocean’s breezes, it finish-
es with light acidity. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $6 

85 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Portada Winemaker’s 
Selection Branco (Lisboa). Soft and cream-

ily fruity, this is an attractive, fresh wine. It has citrus 
fruit and apple-skin flavors and crisp, clean acidity. For 
drinking over the next year. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $7 

oTher whiTe wines

91 Ribafreixo 2012 Connections Limited 
Edition Chenin Blanc (Portuguese Table 

Wine). Winemaker Mario Pinheiro worked in South 
Africa and with the Chenin Blanc grape there. Bringing 
it to the Alentejo produces a surprisingly similar ripe, 
warm style of wine that’s still fresh and citrusy while also 
having signs of bright pineapple and minerality. Drink 
from 2015. Sarmento’s Imports & Exports Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

90 José Maria da Fonseca 2012 Colecção 
Privada 204 Castas (Península de 

Setúbal). This is a blend of 204 different white grape 
varieities from the experimental vineyards at José Maria 
da Fonseca. The result is a wonderful mélange of fla-
vors, ripe white and yellow fruits, and a touch of herbs. 
The bottom line is a fruity wine, layered with great acid-
ity and delicious now. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

90 Quinta de Foz de Arouce 2012 Branco 
(Beira Atlantico). A wood-aged, smooth and 

ripe wine from the Cerceal grape, this has rich peach 
and yellow-plum flavors, a soft texture and an attractive 
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edge of spice from the wood. Sourced from vineyards 
close to the ocean, south of Oporto. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Ribafreixo 2012 Gáudio Alvarinho (Alen-
tejano). Alvarinho, the northern Portuguese 

grape, doesn’t always translate well further south. This 
wine shows it’s possible. It has the crispness of the cool 
climate while bringing out a rounder, full character that 
suggests sun. Well balanced and worth aging a year. Sar-
mento’s Imports & Exports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

89 Wines & Winemakers 2011 Pato Frio 
Grande Escolha Antão Vaz (Alentejo). A 

very lemony wine, this is complex, ripe and full-bodied, 
with some hints of wood aging. It has a rich character 
with a creamy, buttery texture. The acidity at the end 
keeps all this richness on the straight and narrow. Sar-
mento’s Imports & Exports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $8 

87 José Maria da Fonseca 2012 Colecção 
Privada Verdelho (Península de Setúbal). 

Lightly perfumed, this is a soft wine that’s rounded and 
fruity. Yellow fruits, a line of acidity and a delicate fra-
grance make for an attractive wine that’s probably bet-
ter as an apéritif than with food. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Quinta da Raza 2012 Grande Escolha 
(Minho). A blend of Alvarinho and Trajadura, 

two of the Minho’s main white grapes, this is a light-
ly sparkling Vinho Verde in all but name. It is crisp 
and dominated by citrus acidity and green-fruit flavor. 
Ready to drink. Vision Wine Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Ribafreixo 2012 Pato Frio Antão Vaz 
(Alentejo). Pato Frio—cold duck—suggests 

this a summer picnic wine. It certainly has the freshness 
and crisp elegance. But it also some weight, ripe apple 
and citrus fruits and a texture that suggests it could age a 
few months longer. Sarmento’s Imports & Exports Inc. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

86 Ribafreixo 2012 Gáudio Verdelho (Alen-
tejano). This is a freshly perfumed wine that’s 

fruity and fragrant with attractive citrus fruits comple-
mented by bright acidity and pineapple. It’s a delicious, 
crisp wine for drinking now. Sarmento’s Imports & Ex-
ports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $7 

sparkling wine

85 Quinta da Lapa NV Sparkling Brut (Tejo). 
This is a fruity wine with pear and bitter-almond 

flavors. It is clean, fresh, and light in style, with acidity 
that complements the riper fruit character on the finish. 
Aidil Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

rosés

86 Quinta da Lagoalva de Cima 2012 Es-
pirito Rosé (Tejo). An intensely fruity rosé, 

the palate is full with red berries and spirited acidity. 
It’s very fruity, fresh and crisp with a cool-climate feel 
of bright, light texture. Screwcap. Winebow. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Casa do Valle 2012 Rosé (Vinho Verde). 
A wine that is so crisp, dominated by red berry 

acidity and a vibrant texture. Just a touch of tannin to 
give structure, with a light prickle on the tongue, this 
is fresh, fruity and ready to drink. Massanois Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

85 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Portada Winemaker’s 
Selection Rosé (Lisboa). Smooth and soft 

with strawberry and dried-fruit flavors, this is a dry rosé 
with plenty of ripe fruit to balance the acidity on the pal-
ate. The aftertaste is fresh and delicate. Dionysos Im-
ports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $7 

85 Falua 2012 Tagus Creek Rosé (Tejo). 
Smooth and rounded rosé with ripe strawberry 

and red plum flavors. They give a soft, creamy textured 
wine, touched by caramel and ready to drink. Screwcap. 
Aidil Wines/Old World Import. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

85 José Maria da Fonseca 2012 Colecção 
Privada Moscatel Roxo (Península de 

Setúbal). True to it’s varietal characteristics, this is a 
very perfumed wine with a light and delicate nature. 
Pale in color with honey and candy fragrances, it’s a rosé 
for summer drinking, or a bright apéritif. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Quinta da Lapa 2012 Selection Rosé 
(Tejo). A strongly caramel scented wine fol-

lowed by a palate that is rich, smooth, caramel and 
crushed strawberry fruits. The wine is round, ripe, 
ready to drink. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

84 DFJ Vinhos 2012 Coreto Rosé (Lisboa). 
Light and fruity, this is full of crushed-strawber-

ry flavors and attractive acidity. It’s a fresh wine with the 
flavor of vanilla on the finish. Screwcap. Dionysos Im-
ports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $6 

84 Quinta da Raza 2012 Dom Diogo Col-
heita Seleccionada Rosé Rosé (Vinho 

Verde). A very fresh, crisp wild flavored wine. Deep 
pink in color, it has considerable acidity to come out of 
the ripe grapes, very fruity and ready to drink. Screw-
cap. Vision Wine Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

84 Wines & Winemakers 2012 Dona Helena 
Rosé (Península de Setúbal). Round and 

fruity, this is a dry rosé with rich caramel and strawberry 
notes. Soft in acidity, it feels full in the mouth and fin-
ishes with a soft aftertaste. Iberia Wine & Spirits LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

douro red wines

95 Wine & Soul 2009 Pintas Character (Dou-
ro). From a great vintage in the Douro, this is 

a dark, closed, brooding wine. It has the richest texture, 
full of dark layers of black plums, chocolate, leather and 
followed by concentrated acidity. These elements are 
still combining to create a potentially serious, very age-
worthy wine. Give it seven years and more. Winebow. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

94 Quinta da Romaneira 2009 Reserva 
(Douro). The Reserva takes the produce of the 

great terroir of Romaneira to another level. It’s a wine of 
power, flavor intensity and a finely integrated structure. 
Rich black fruits combine with a dry core, acidity and 
the promise of long-term aging. Drink from 2017. Dio-
nysos Imports Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

94 Quinta de la Rosa 2010 La Rosa Reserva 
(Douro). Made from selected barrels, this re-

serve wine is serious, dark and dense. It’s strongly influ-
enced by the richness of the blackberry and dark plum 
fruit flavors that roll through the firm structure giving 
waves of richness. Keep this impressive wine and drink 
from 2018. Winesellers Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Wine & Soul 2010 Pintas (Douro). Fer-
mented in open stone lagars, this fine wine has a 

very rich character. It has a concentrated feel, smooth-
ly ripe and very dense. Black plum fruit and skins are 
combined with intense wood and acidity to give a solidly 
based wine that needs at least 5–7 years. Winebow. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Poças 2010 Simbolo (Douro). New wood 
aromas give this very fine wine a firm start in 

life. It also shows rich blackberry fruits, dark plums and 
a solid, tannic character. Dense and concentrated with 
a smooth surface hiding a much firmer core. A serious 
wine needing aging. HGC Imports. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Quinta da Romaneira 2009 Red (Douro). 
From a great year in the Douro, this is a com-

plex, impressive wine. It has elegance rather than brute 
power, pushed forward by smooth yet dry tannins and 
ripe black fruits. A touch of spice, balanced acidity and 
a great potential for aging. Drink from 2016. Dionysos 
Imports Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

93 Quinta das Bandeiras 2010 Passagem 
Reserva (Douro). Made by the winemaking 
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buyingguide
team of Quinta de la Rosa, this powerful and bold wine 
comes from vineyards up river in Douro Superior. It is 
full of dark, dense black fruits and concentrated tannins 
with brisk acidity on the finish. Drink from 2018. Wine-
sellers Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Wine & Soul 2010 Quinta da Manoella VV 
(Douro). VV refers to the old vines that are at 

the heart of this impressive wine. It has great concen-
tration both from the richly structured fruit and tannins. 
New wood comes through richly on this powerhouse of 
texture and density. Give the wine at least six years to 
mature. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Wines & Winemakers 2009 Aguia Moura 
em Vinhas Velhas Reserva (Douro). This is 

a smooth, impressively rich wine powered by silky tan-
nins and ripe black fruits. The palate is intensely con-
centrated with a big, bold structure and a solid feel. It 
does need some aging, so drink from 2016. Iberia Wine 
& Spirits LLC. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

92 José Maria da Fonseca 2010 Domini 
(Douro). For full review see page 5. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

92 Quinta de la Rosa 2010 Red (Douro). This 
is a tannin-dominated wine that’s dark and firm 

in style. It has the weight of juicy black fruit layered with 
acidity and a dry, wood-aged core with a strong, mineral 
profile. Drink from 2017. Winesellers Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

92 Wine & Soul 2010 Manoella (Douro). A 
big, powerful, fruity wine, this is laden with dry 

tannins as well as blackberry flavor. Dark and concen-
trated, it has a solid, dense feel with fruits layered with 
intense wood notes. It needs at least five years to soften 
and round out. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Quinta da Romaneira 2009 Sino da Ro-
maneira (Douro). This is firm and tannic, 

while still bringing forward black fruits and creamy 
wood notes. The second wine of Quinta da Romaneira, 
it’s both an elegant and solid expression of ripe fruit, 
round tannins and refreshing acidity. Drink from 2014. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Quinta de Malho 2011 Quinta Beira Dou-
ro (Douro). Perfumed with new wood, this is a 

very rich and concentrated wine. The tannins are domi-
nant—coming from both the grapes and the firm ex-
traction—giving the wine a bitter chocolate and pepper 
character. It’s a firm wine that needs to age over another 
4–5 years. LVDH USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

89 Poças 2010 Reserva (Douro). Already ac-
cessible, this rich wine has fine tannins, ripe 

blackberry fruit and a dry core. Acidity and juicy fruit-

iness play well together, giving a solid, firm wine that 
could age well. Drink until 2018. HGC Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

89 Quinta da Romaneira 2010 Red (Douro). 
Surprisingly advanced, this is a soft, rounded, 

fruity wine. The tannins play a supporting role, buoying 
red fruits, ripe black currants and an elegant structure. 
Drink from 2014. Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

88 Quinta da Romaneira 2010 Red (Douro). 
Made from 100% Touriga Nacional grapes, this 

wine is very perfumed and fruity while also structured. 
It is still young, showing its tannins and acidity as much 
as its berry fruits. It is not for long-term aging, so drink 
from 2015. Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

88 Quinta da Romaneira 2010 Sino da Ro-
maneira (Douro). Earthy yet fruity, this sec-

ond wine from Romaneira is delicately textured, full of 
red fruit and soft tannins, and ready to drink. There’s a 
fine flourish of acidity on the finish. Dionysos Imports 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Quinta do Portal 2011 Mural (Douro). Sol-
id and firm while also fruity, this is a ripe and 

full-bodied wine. It has a silky texture, sweet tannins 
and finely concentrated blackberry and red-plum fla-
vors. It can hold for a few years, but it’s ready to drink 
now. M Imports, LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $10 

87 Quinta de Malho 2011 Red (Douro). Big, 
rich, spicy wood and black-plum fruits delineate 

this complex and powerful wine from a vineyard in the 
Torto valley. The palate is dense and full of ripe fruit—
perhaps too ripe for its own good. A huge mouthful of 
wine. LVDH USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

86 Aveleda 2012 Charamba (Douro). For full 
review see page 9.

abv: 13% Price: $8 

84 Caves Vale do Rodo 2009 Cabeça de 
Burro Reserva (Douro). This is a smooth 

but heavily wood-influenced wine with light blackberry 
fruits, a layer of firm tannins, and very fresh acidity. Not 
for aging, but enjoyable for its fruity, lightweight char-
acter. Wine Enterprises LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

dão red wines

90 Adega de Penalva 2008 Reserva (Dão). 
Big and firm wine, layering sweet fruits with a 

more serious mineral structure. The wine has concen-
tration, rich tannins and dark plum and berry fruit fla-
vors. It’s an impressive wine for aging, drink from 2017. 
Marsalle/Stoler Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Adega de Penalva 2009 Touriga Nacional 
(Dão). Touriga Nacional is even more at home 

in the Dão than it is in the Douro. Here it gives an ini-
tially austere wine, very mineral and textured. There is 
fruit there, juicy black currants, red berries balanced by 
dark tannins and condensed acidity. Drink from 2017. 
Marsalle/Stoler Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

84 Boas Quintas 2011 Giesta (Dão). Earthy, 
rustic aromas give this wine an all-too-natural 

feel. It has firm tannins alongside juicy black fruits that 
bring out a dense texture. As the wine ages, maybe the 
barnyard character will go. Lionstone International. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

lisboa red wines

93 Quinta do Pinto 2010 Touriga Nacional 
(Lisboa). For full review see page 4. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 DFJ Vinhos 2009 Francos Reserva (Lis-
boa). For full review see page 4. Cellar Se-

lection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Quinta do Pinto 2011 Estate Collection 
(Lisboa). This is a solid and dark wine, full of 

black fruits and dense tannins. It has weight and rich-
ness, as well as a leather and smoke character that 
comes from the wood aging. A powerful wine for aging, 
drink from 2017. Comète Wines.—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 DFJ Vinhos 2008 Consensus Pinot Noir 
& Touriga Nacional (Lisboa). For full re-

view see page 5.
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Quinta do Pinto 2011 Merlot-Syrah (Lis-
boa). Still young, this fruity, red-berry flavored 

wine is closed, showing acidity and tannins up front. 
With time, it should develop into a firm, cool-climate 
red with acidity and freshness. Drink from 2016. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Quinta do Pinto 2009 Vinhas do Lasso 
Tinto Touriga Nacional (Lisboa). Cool-cli-

mate Touriga Nacional brings forth intriguing red-fruit 
flavors and tannins that are soft. The wine is spicy and 
herbal, and lightly textured with a floral character and 
a smooth aftertaste, touched by brisk acidity. Langdon 
Shiverick, Comète Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2010 Portada Winemaker’s 
Selection Tinto (Lisboa). A serious, rich 

wine, this is full of ripe berry fruits and structured tan-
nins that highlight a dry core. It’s a complex wine with a 
light touch of acidity, a pinch of pepper and a firm after-
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taste that suggests medium-term aging. Drink between 
2014–2020. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $7 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2009 Point West Touriga Na-
cional (Lisboa). This wine emphasizes the 

fruit of Touriga Nacional rather than its structure. Ripe 
red-plum fruits dominate, cushioning acidity and tan-
nins with fruity richness. It’s for drinking now or aging 
until 2015. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 DFJ Vinhos 2011 Coreto Tinto (Lisboa). 
A fruity, lightly tannic wine, this has ripe ber-

ry-fruit flavors and a soft texture. Smooth and light, it’s 
a fresh style of wine, easy on the red fruits and with a 
spicy aftertaste. Screwcap. Dionysos Imports Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $6 

Tejo red wines

93 Fiuza 2011 Ikon Touriga Nacional (Tejo). 
Ikon refers to Touriga Nacional’s position as 

Portugal’s iconic grape. It is almost black in color, and 
profoundly dense and dry with wood tannins at this 
early stage of development. Yet it promises a palate 
that’s rich and smooth with fruit in time. It’s intended 
for long-term aging so drink from 2017. Gabriella Fine 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

92 Fiuza 2011 Premium Touriga Nacional-
Cabernet Sauvignon (Tejo). This dry, spicy, 

solidly tannic wine is still young. Its fruit, still hidden 
behind the structure, promises ripe plums and berries. 
For now, it’s impressively powerful, with layer upon lay-
er of chocolate and coffee marked with bright acidity 
on the finish. Drink from 2016. Gabriella Fine Wines. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

92 Quinta da Lagoalva de Cima 2009 Dona 
Isabel Juliana (Tejo). This is a powerful wine 

with rich black fruits and strong new-wood flavors. Mint 
and ripe, juicy berry fruits are balanced by an edge of 
tannin. While not for long aging, this is still an impres-
sive wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

92 Quinta do Casal Branco 2011 Falcoaria 
Classico (Tejo). The vines of Casal Branco are 

planted in what was once the falcon hunting grounds of 
the Portuguese kings—hence the name of this wine. It’s 
a big, bold wine with flavors of mint and black fruit. It 
shows its wood aging in the smooth texture and touch of 
spice that give it a harmonious, rich aftertaste. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Fiuza 2011 Red (Tejo). A firmly structured 
wine, this is solidly tannic and dense, but main-

tains a good balance between ageworthy fruits and acid-
ity. Tannins, black fruits and bold structure drive this 

wine. Drink from 2014. Gabriella Fine Wines. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

89 Fiuza 2012 3 Castas (Tejo). Blending Syr-
ah, Cabernet Sauvignon and Touriga Nacional 

results in a bold, red-fruited wine with more fruitiness 
than tannin. It’s rich, ripe, right up front and already de-
licious. Gabriella Fine Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Fiuza 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon (Tejo). 
This wine takes a new-world view of Cabernet 

Sauvignon—juicy, fruity and with a mouthful of black 
fruit and chocolate-flavored tannins. At the same time, 
there’s a Portuguese twist in the spice, and the is struc-
tured with bold acidity and a firm, dry core. Drink from 
2014. Gabriella Fine Wines. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

88 Falua 2010 Tagus Creek Reserva Touri-
ga Nacional-Cabernet Sauvignon (Tejo). 

This is a spicy, ripe, black-fruited wine with a distinct 
wood element. Despite being a blend of two naturally 
tannic grapes, the palate is surprisingly soft and round-
ed—a product of gentle winemaking as well as ripe, rich 
fruit. It could improve over the next year, but it is ready 
to drink now as well. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Fiuza 2012 Oceanus (Tejo). An open, ripe 
wine boasting bold tannins sustained by rich 

black fruits, this has the potential to be smoothly tex-
tured and ripe with forward fruit. Drink from 2015. Ga-
briella Fine Wines. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

86 Fiuza 2012 Native Tinto Touriga Nacio-
nal-Cabernet Sauvignon (Tejo). This is a 

fruity, wood-aged wine, showing spice and coffee fla-
vors that complement ripe blackberry fruit. It’s smooth 
in texture and has just the right touch of acidity. The 
wine is ready to drink. Screwcap. Gabriella Fine Wines. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

86 Quinta da Lagoalva de Cima 2011 Espiri-
to Tinto (Tejo). Spice notes from wood aging 

gives this wine a rounded character. Ripe berry fruits 
show strongly so drink soon while its fruitiness lasts. 
Screwcap. Winebow. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

86 Quinta do Casal Branco 2012 Terra de 
Lobos (Tejo). Soft and fruity, this is a full-in-

the-mouth, ripe wine that’s all red fruits and soft tan-
nins. It has an open, juicy character with fruit right up 
front, but boosted by refreshing acidity. Not for aging. 
Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

península de 
seTúbal red wines

90 José Maria da Fonseca 2011 Domingos 
Touriga Nacional & Syrah (Península de 

Setúbal). For full review see page 9. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 José Maria da Fonseca 2010 Periquita 
Reserva (Península de Setúbal). A rich, 

darkly tannic wine, extended wood aging brings out a 
tarry, dense character. On the palate, blackberry fruits 
dominate, along with a well-defined line of acidity and 
a dry core. There’s potential to age, so drink from 2016. 
Palm Bay International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Wines & Winemakers 2011 Dona Helena 
Colheita Tinto (Península de Setúbal). 

Vines grown on sandy soil yield a wine that is accessible 
now. Full, soft and ripe with red berry fruits, the palate 
is marked by gentle tannins and an attractive burst of 
fruity acidity. Drink now. Iberia Wine & Spirits LLC. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

alenTejo red wines

91 J. Portugal Ramos 2011 Marquês de Bor-
ba Reserva (Alentejo). Open, generous, 

powerful wine, currently dominated by its firm tannins, 
this is a solid, chunky wine. A dense texture gives con-
siderable weight to this dry and tannic wine that needs 
at least three years’ aging. Drink from 2016. Winebow. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Cooperativa Reguengos de Monsaraz 
2012 Reguengos (Alentejo). The coopera-

tive of Reguengos is now a major force in the region. 
This wine, named after the hilltop town of Reguen-
gos, is a powerful, condensed wine. It has dark black 
fruits, solid tannins and a smooth texture. Full-bodied 
and worth aging. Drink from 2015. Saraiva Enterprises. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

88 Cooperativa Reguengos de Monsaraz 
2012 Monsaraz (Alentejo). Lush, ripe wine, 

full of black fruits and a generous texture. The wine is 
soft, just a hint of dryness to give it weight and density. 
Berry fruits, black plums and acidity promise some ag-
ing. Drink from 2014. Saraiva Enterprises. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

87 J. Portugal Ramos 2012 Marquês de Bor-
ba (Alentejo). One of Portugal’s most popular 

brands, this is rich, soft, solidly textured. It’s a fine blend 
of five grapes including Syrah and Cabernet, giving a 
warm, enveloping feel. Acidity offers a balance, leaving 
a ripe, full flavored wine that needs a few months but is 
ready now. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 
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oTher red wines

92 Aveleda 2009 Grande Follies Vinhas da 
Quinta da Aguieira (Bairrada). For full re-

view see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Quinta de Foz de Arouce 2010 Baga-
Touriga Nacional (Beiras). Big, black col-

ored wine that is firm and solid while also offering 
smooth richness. It has concentration, dense and bit-
ter tannins that need time to soften out. Powerful and 
dense, age this wine for at least four years. Winebow. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Wines & Winemakers 2010 Pegos Claros 
Grande Escolha Castelão (Palmela). With 

its arm-breaking, heavy bottle, this is a wine obviously 
meant to impress. Old vines do give concentration, and 
heavy tannins promise aging. The wine is packed with 
ripe plums and black currants, but leathery notes and a 
feathered texture suggests the wine is already evolving. 
Iberia Wine & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Quinta da Romaneira 2010 Red (Du-
riense). Put two powerful, warm-climate 

grapes together and you get a rich, densely fruity and 
structured wine. Solid tannins complement a concen-
trated palate full of ripe red-berry fruits. Drink now, 
and until 2020. Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

88 J. Portugal Ramos 2011 Quinta da Viço-
sa T.C. Touriga Nacional-Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Alentejano). Very young, herbal wine, it has a 
surprising green element to its otherwise ripe, succu-
lent fruit. It’s very juicy, fruity, layered with a hard set of 
tannins, a tight acidity. A year or two should help soften 
this firm wine. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

87 Wines & Winemakers 2010 Pegos Claros 
Castelão (Palmela). Very juicy—intensely 

so—this is a wine dominated by red-berry flavor. It has 
a rustic edge with barnyard aromas softened by notes 
from oak aging. Acidity on the finish confirms the wine’s 
inherent freshness. Iberia Wine & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 J. Portugal Ramos 2012 F’oz (Alente-
jano). A warm, southern feeling wine, it has 

herbs, spice and rich tannins as well as a crisper feel of 
acidity. Fruity, full of black currant and red berry fruits, 
forward and ripe. It’s not for aging. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

porT

93 Senhora do Convento NV Porto Tawny 40 
Years Old Port. This is a smooth, toffee and 

caramel-flavored wine. It has a comfortable maturity, 
with acidity coming from hints of fruitiness, and sweet 

sultanas acting as a foil. Like any aged tawny, this mag-
nificent wine is ready to drink. Sherry-Lehmann. —R.V. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $NA 

91 Quinta de la Rosa NV 20 Year Old Tawny 
Port. With its memorable squat bottle, this is a 

classic 20-year old tawny. It retains memories of fruiti-
ness but is focused on concentrated acidity, dried-fruit 
flavors and textural richness. Drink now, but it can be 
kept for a few weeks after opening. Winesellers Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $45/500 ml 

91 Senhora do Convento 1996 Late Bottled 
Vintage Port. Senhora da Convento’s late re-

lease of its Ports has paid off with this impressively ripe, 
mature wine. It has the feel of a vintage wine with its 
depth of black flavors, spice, dried fruits and balance. 
Drink now. Sherry-Lehmann. —R.V. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $NA 

91 Wine & Soul NV 10 Years Old Tawny Port. 
This first aged tawny release from Wine & Soul 

is a dry wine that feels older than 10 years—the average 
age of its blend. Fine and rich, it’s a serious blend with 
flavors of spice, raisins and prunes. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $50 

90 Duorum 2007 Late Bottled Vintage Port. 
2007 was a good year in Port and this LBV re-

flects its best qualities. It is rich and concentrated, but 
on the dry side and elegant. It’s a powerful wine with a 
smooth, ripe character that balances out the tannins and 
acidity. It could continue to improve until 2020, but it is 
ready to drink now. Keep until 2020. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $90 

90 Senhora do Convento 1999 Vintage Port 
(Port). Concentrated fruit and spice embrace 

the tannins in this impressively ripe, full wine. It’s not 
from a major Port vintage, but it shows good structure 
and mature red fruits. It’s ready to drink now and very 
enjoyable. Sherry-Lehmann. —R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $NA 

89 Senhora do Convento NV Porto Tawny 
10 Years Old Port. This is a fruity, ripe wine, 

but on the dry side. The palate shows dried fruits, spice, 
fresh acidity, and a good balance between oak attrbutes 
and forward fruitiness. It’s just right as a 10-year old 
tawny. Sherry-Lehmann. —R.V. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $NA 

88 Ramos-Pinto NV Adriano White Reserva 
Port. A gold colored wine, this is a medium-

sweet white Port with maple syrup and toffee flavors 
balanced by fresh acidity. It would make a great cock-
tail base or can be drunk chilled on its own. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $14 

87 Caves Vale do Rodo NV Reccua 10 Anos 
Tawny Port. A sweet style of 10-year old Taw-

ny, this is rounded with flavors of nuts, dried fruits and 
a hint of fine tannins on the finish. The wine is ripe and 

full bodied, but it’s still integrating, so leave it for a few 
months. Wine Enterprises LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 19% Price: $20 

87 Senhora do Convento 1999 Late Bottled 
Vintage Port. Bottled in 2003, this LBV is 

ready to drink. It is very sweet with notes of toffee and 
almond, along with mature fruit flavors of raisin. The 
downside is that the alcohol seems to stand out on the 
palate, giving a burning aftertaste. Sherry-Lehmann. 
—R.V. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $NA 

oTher desserT wines

88 Quinta da Lagoalva de Cima 2012 Late 
Harvest (Tejo). A blend of Riesling and 

Gewurztraminer, this wine is both spicy and sweet with 
intense acidity. There is great concentration here and a 
rich texture. The wine needs aging for its spice and fruit 
elements to come together. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 10% Price: $30/375 ml 

87 Caves Vale do Rodo NV Reccua Mosca-
tel (Douro). A fortified Moscatel from the high 

vineyards above the Douro, this has a slightly medicinal 
character as well as a rich honey and orange-peel flavor. 
Intense sweetness on the finish is mitigated by some 
light acidity. Wine Enterprises LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 18% Price: $11 

alsace

grands crus

94 Domaine Jean-Luc Mader 2011 Rosacker 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A rich Ries-

ling, just off dry, balancing intense acidity with white 
currant, hedgerow fruits and a concentrated texture. 
The wine is full-bodied, very ripe and superbly struc-
tured. Very fruity now, this is a wine to show how well 
Riesling can age—give it 6–8 years. Elite Wines Im-
port. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

94 Domaine Schoffit 2010 Sommerberg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). This pow-

erful, concentrated wine hails from the steep granite 
slopes of the Sommerberg. It is packed with both acid-
ity and structured white fruits and citrus. The wine is 
textured with great depth of flavor, the acidity streaking 
right through the wine. It needs aging over at least 5–6 
years. Weygandt-Metzler. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2008 Sonnenglanz 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). A beautiful 

wine, fully mature and wonderfully ripe. It has all the 
elements of mature Pinot Gris: great swathes of spice, 
almonds, a good slash of acidity and honeyed sweetness. 
It’s not going to improve but could stay at this level for 
three to five years. Vanguard Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 
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93 Domaine Ehrhart 2010 Brand Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). Mango aromas and fla-

vors give a sense of the sweetness of the wine. It is rich 
and full bodied, with spice and pepper notes just hinting 
at acidity. Keep the wine for 3–5 years. Robert Kacher 
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

93 Domaine Schoffit 2009 Rangen de Thann 
Grand Cru Clos Saint-Théobald Gewurz-

traminer (Alsace). Pale gold-colored wine from an 
exceptional vineyard. The warmth of the volcanic soil 
gives richness to the fruit while still keeping some feel-
ing of dryness. It has weight, dried spice and pepper. 
Honeyed fruits show right at the end. Drink from 2014. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 Joseph Fritsch 2010 Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). An opulent feeling 

Riesling, full of peach and pineapple flavors. It’s ripe, 
full in the mouth and textured, its richness masking the 
dryness of the fruit and the acidity. It could age a few 
more years—give it 2–4. Margaux & Company. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

93 Louis Sipp 2008 Osterberg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Mango aromas 

drive this rich wine, full of honey as well as spicy fruits. 
It is not so much weighty as intense with a sense of 
warmth. Now mature and ready to drink, it still retains 
a youthful fruit character. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2009 Osterberg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Showing signs 

of maturity, this is a delicious, rich and ripe wine, full of 
citrus, mineral and perfumed white fruits. Though rich, 
it is also bone dry, with tight texture and powerful acid-
ity. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

92 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2007 Sonnenglanz 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A 

gold colored wine, it is honeyed, almost as if touched 
by botrytis. It’s full and rich with a syrupy texture, very 
smooth, the spice is completely sublimated by the ma-
ture character and some fragrant final acidity. It’s ready 
to drink. Vanguard Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Domaine Ehrhart 2010 Hengst Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). This is full, rich, round-

ed Riesling, showing the beginnings of a more mature 
character. It is deliciously perfumed, concentrated with 
pepper as well as fragrant white fruits and a floral, crisp 
aftertaste. Age for another 2–3 years. Robert Kacher 
Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

92 Domaine Ehrhart 2010 Hengst Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Big, rich and 

rounded, this is as much a wine about sweet tropical 
fruits as about spiciness. It has weight, concentration 
and a full, honeyed character. For the wine to fully inte-

grate, it should be aged over 3–4 years. Robert Kacher 
Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

92 Emile Beyer 2010 Pfersigberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). There is a touch of gold to 

the color of this fine, full-bodied wine that shows a light 
touch of sweetness. Rich lemon and honey flavors are 
cut with grapefruit acidity to give a taut, wonderfully 
crisp wine. Age for another 3–4 years. Michael Corso 
Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

92 Joseph Fritsch 2011 Furstentum Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A surpris-

ingly fresh wine, balancing acidity with powerful spici-
ness. It’s ripe and full in the mouth, as spice and hon-
ey cut with a more bitter edge of quince jelly and lime 
acidity. Age this fine wine for at least five years. Margaux 
& Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

91 André Blanck et ses Fils 2011 Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A full-

bodied wine, rich and with peach and pear fruits as well 
as more citrus character. It’s a wine with an edge of steel 
and crispness, but this is less dominant than the opu-
lent, ripe structure. It does need aging over at least four 
years. Vineyard Research. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

91 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2009 Altenberg de 
Bergheim Grand Cru Gewurztraminer 

(Alsace). Ripe, soft and spicy. This is an attractive, 
open wine, medium sweet and rich. It has a fine hint 
of pepper along with honey and tropical fruits. For me-
dium-term aging over the next 3–5 years. Planet Wine. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

91 Domaine Ehrhart 2011 Hengst Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Still young, this is a 

rounded full-bodied and intense wine. It has a very per-
fumed character, ripe pear and apricot flavors cut with 
a more steely, tight acidity. A fine Grand Cru wine like 
this needs several years’ aging. Robert Kacher Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

91 Domaine Schoffit 2010 Rangen de Th-
ann Grand Cru Clos Saint-Théobald Pi-

not Gris (Alsace). A warm, opulent wine from the 
southernmost Grand Cru of Alsace. It has richness, ripe 
peach and pear fruits, a hint of maturity bringing out 
spice. There’s a tang of orange giving freshness to this 
serious, complex wine. Drink now and until 2020 Wey-
gandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

91 Domaine Schoffit 2010 Rangen de Thann 
Grand Cru Clos Saint-Théobald Schistes 

Riesling (Alsace). A very concentrated wine, almost 
too much in its overpowering richness. Peaches and 
crisper pears play with the spice, perfume and intense 

acidity. At the end, pepper shows the alcohol. For short-
term aging over 3–4 years. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Domaine Vincent Stoeffler 2011 Kirch-
berg de Barr Grand Cru Riesling (Al-

sace). The ultra-steep Kirchberg de Barr vineyards 
can give ripe wines such as this from its great expo-
sure. The wine has a ripe character, the yellow fruits 
cut through with lively acidity, a perfumed character. 
Fruity, likely to age over the next 3–5 years. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

90 André Blanck et ses Fils 2011 Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Al-

sace). Powerful, concentrated wine, with off dry fruit 
and a drier, spicy core. Cinnamon, star fruit, and dense 
spiciness give a wine that does have a serious side to it 
as well as a more obvious perfumed character. Vineyard 
Research. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

gewurzTraminer

91 Domaine Jean-Luc Mader 2011 Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). If you want spicy Gewurz-

traminer then go no further. This has lychee, sweet 
spice and apricot notes with just a touch of honey. It’s 
not quite dry, as its richness propels it into a richer cat-
egory. Drink now and over the next year or two. Elite 
Wines Import. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2012 Glintz-
berg Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A rich, ripe 

wine and full in the mouth yet still developing. It has 
weight, fine spiciness and tropical fruit flavors with just 
a hint of honey to balance its dryness. Full-bodied while 
stylish. Keep for 2–3 years. Beaune Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Gérard Neumeyer 2011 Les 
Deux M Gewurztraminer (Alsace). An in-

tensely spicy wine, full of bergamot and lychee flavors, 
this is ripe and full bodied. Its exotic character is fully 
balanced by a fine line in acidity, providing just the right 
foil for strong, creamy cheeses or terrines. Wine Agen-
cies Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Domaine Zinck 2011 Portrait Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). Soft and generously ripe, 

it has ripe lychee and tropical fruits while being very 
warm and rich. Just a hint of acidity, but with a wine as 
opulent as this, merely enjoy. Screwcap. HB Wine Mer-
chants. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

90 Domaine Zinck 2011 Terroir Gewurztra-
miner (Alsace). Yes, it is spicy, but this is 

also an elegant wine, balancing its honeyed sweetness 
and tropical fruits with a stylish acidity and sophisticat-
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ed perfume. Warm and round at the end, it is ready to 
drink. Grantham Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Cave Freudenreich 2012 Gewurztraminer 
(Alsace). The typical spiciness of Gewurztra-

miner is balanced here by warm tropical fruitiness and 
a delicious line of crisp lime acidity. Aromatic, rounded 
and soft, it would benefit from aging a year. Wine With-
out Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Domaine Ehrhart 2011 Herrenweg 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Distinctive and 

very rich in character, this is an intensely perfumed 
wine. Acidity comes through the more generous, opu-
lent texture to give a ripe, full-bodied and ready to drink 
wine. Robert Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

88 Domaine Fernand Engel 2011 Cuvée En-
gel Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Perfumed 

wine with some subtle overtones of spice, fresh fruits 
and acidity. It is a wine that has a rounded texture with 
just a final seasoning of pepper. Grape Expectations 
(CA). —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Domaine Moltès 2012 Réserve Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). A particularly fruity 

Gewurztraminer. Spiciness is an after-thought, with 
leading notes of ripe, full-bodied tropical fruits and light 
acidity. It is warm, and would pair well with ripe, creamy 
cheeses. Patagonia Wine & Imports, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Emile Beyer 2011 L’Hostellerie Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). Big, spicy wine, this is 

richly textured and very perfumed. With mango, lychee 
and peach flavors, it is exotic, ripe and immediately at-
tractive. Michael Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 René Sparr 2011 Excellence Gewurztra-
miner (Alsace). An intensely spiced, aromatic 

wine, packed with classic lychee fruits and offering good 
concentration. The wine is rich, weighty and just hint-
ing at acidity. Full-bodied and young, it could age 1–2 
years. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Joseph Fritsch 2011 Gewurztraminer 
(Alsace). A beautifully spicy, rich wine, it is 

opulent and generous. It has a great balance between 
sweetness and drier notes of walnut and quince. Ready 
to drink. Margaux & Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

86 Louis Sipp 2011 Nature’S Gewurztra-
miner (Alsace). All perfume, the wine smells 

like a candy shop. It is almost too much. It’s a ripe, full-
bodied exotic wine. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

86 Lucien Albrecht 2012 Réserve Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). Honey and ripe fruits 

combine easily in this open and generously spicy wine. 
With a rich texture and a deep intensity, it’s a wine that 
is ready to drink now. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 René Sparr 2011 Gewurztraminer (Al-
sace). Rich wine showing all the spicy charac-

ter that comes with Gewurztraminer. It is on the dry 
side while having some softness from its lychee per-
fumes. Fine as an apéritif or with pâté and Chinese 
food. Screwcap. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Frey-Sohler 2011 Vieilles Vignes Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). Light and gently fruity, 

this hints at spice with a candy perfume. It is all ready 
to drink with its very rounded character. J et R Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

riesling

91 Cave Freudenreich 2011 Terre d’Apollon 
Riesling (Alsace). Just off dry, this is a round-

ed soft wine that takes its name after the sun god Apollo 
from the sunny exposure of the vineyard. It has a round-
ed, generous feel as a foil to its more steely, crisp char-
acter. A wine that certainly needs aging for 3–4 years. 
Wine Without Borders. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2012 Glintz-
berg Riesling (Alsace). So elegant, a wine 

with just a fine balance. It has creamy apple fruit fla-
vors, hedgerow fruits, with a line of crisp acidity to cut 
through the fruitiness and give a more mineral edge. It 
will be worth aging this wine for 2–3 years. Drink after 
2014. Beaune Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Josmeyer 2011 Le Dragon Riesling (Al-
sace). Full, fragrant and very perfumed, this 

is a beautiful ripe wine that is already showing signs of 
maturing. Its fragrant white fruit flavors are touched by 
minerality and texture. It could still be aged for anoth-
er 2–3 years. The name recalls the local legend of the 
dragon who fought the sun. Domaine Select Wine Es-
tates. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Zusslin 2010 Clos Liebenberg Riesling 
(Alsace). A really taut wine, this is very nervy. 

It brings out the ageworthy qualities of fine Alsace Ries-
ling, offering white fruits and fragrant acidity. Crisp and 
fruity on the surface, it is steely right at its core. Keep 
for 3–5 years. Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. Cellar Se-
lection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

90 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2010 Les Eléments 
Riesling (Alsace). Fragrant, perfumed, now 

almost mature, this is a delicious Riesling. It has just the 

right minerality, combined with an off-dry character, 
pure lemon and crisp apple flavors with a lively, bright 
aftertaste. Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Domaine Gérard Neumeyer 2011 Les 
Hospices Riesling (Alsace). Delicate, per-

fumed wine, very fragrant and tightly fruity. The wine 
has a steely edge to the open fruitiness, a lively charac-
ter that brings out crisp apples, grapefruit and full acid-
ity. Wine Agencies Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Domaine Jean-Luc Mader 2012 Riesling 
(Alsace). Intense minerality and acidity are 

the main thrust of this young wine. It has a steely ele-
ment, so crisp and nervy, full of green apple and power-
ful citrus. A wine that needs to age for 3–4 years. Elite 
Wines Import. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Domaine Schoffit 2011 Lieu-dit Harth Tra-
dition Riesling (Alsace). Ripe and full of cit-

rus and perfumed tropical fruits. To balance this, the 
wine has an intense mineral structure, almost chewy in 
its concentration. There’s a fresh overlay of white cur-
rants and just a touch of spice. Age this wine for 3–5 
years. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Emile Beyer 2011 L’Hostellerie Riesling 
(Alsace). Ripe and full-bodied wine that still 

preserves the essential steeliness of Riesling. It has cit-
rus, a fine perfumed character and a floral finale. Age 
this attractive wine for at least three years. Michael Cor-
so Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Josmeyer 2011 Le Kottabe Riesling (Al-
sace). Very perfumed white flowers and fra-

grant lemon blossom lead on the nose. It is so crisp, tex-
tured and nervy, as well as very attractive now. There is 
a fine shot of orange zest to give further fragrance at the 
end. Domaine Select Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Louis Sipp 2009 Nature’S Riesling (Al-
sace). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Zusslin 2010 Bollenberg Riesling (Al-
sace). Pale gold in color, the wine is already 

hinting at maturity. It is deliciously ripe, perfumed 
with layers of green herbs and a finely textured charac-
ter. Great acidity gives a tight, bright aftertaste. Avant 
Garde Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Cave Freudenreich 2012 Riesling (Al-
sace). Racy, nervy wine, steely in character 

while remaining attractively fruity. It has a strong lemon 
zest character, along with floral acidity and an elegant 
texture. A wine that is ready to drink but would ben-
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efit from 2–3 years’ aging. Wine Without Borders. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Domaine Ehrhart 2011 Herrenweg Ries-
ling (Alsace). A very soft Riesling, missing the 

steeliness while gaining ripe white fruits and a fragrant, 
gentle character. It is attractively structured, though 
needs a year to age. Robert Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Domaine Fernand Engel 2011 Cuvée En-
gel Riesling (Alsace). Very perfumed Ries-

ling, full of white flowers, hedgerow fruits and fragrant 
acidity. There is a good granular texture to balance this 
fruitiness giving a ripe wine that can be drunk now. 
Grape Expectations (CA). —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Domaine Moltès 2012 Réserve Riesling 
(Alsace). A delicate and elegant Riesling, light, 

fresh and perfumed. It has white fruits, a floral hedge-
row character and a dry, more tight and nervy final char-
acter. Fruity while structured, it’s ready to age a couple 
of years. Strecker Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Domaine Vincent Stoeffler 2011 Riesling 
(Alsace). Ripe and creamy style of Riesling. 

It’s fresh of course but the main thrust is ripe yellow 
fruits, a touch of tropicality and pineapple, along with a 
contrasting mineral aftertaste. Age for 2–3 years. Fruit 
of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

88 Domaine Zinck 2011 Terroir Riesling 
(Alsace). A deliciously balanced wine, bring-

ing perfumed white fruits, almonds and a lively acid-
ity easily together in harmony. There is just a touch of 
spice and minerality to add piquancy to this fruity wine. 
Grantham Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Willm 2012 Réserve Riesling (Alsace). A 
delicate wine, with acidity and perfumed char-

acter touched by citrus and green apples. There is a 
core of steel, finishing with crisp, textured acidity. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

87 Emile Beyer 2012 Tradition Riesling (Al-
sace). Very crisp, tight wine with intense acid-

ity and a nervy, taut character. The wine is full of lemon 
fruit with a touch of zestiness as well, giving a tense, 
very fresh aftertaste. Michael Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $21 

87 Joseph Fritsch 2011 Riesling (Alsace). 
Warm, ripe Riesling, just off dry which gives the 

texture softness and richness. It has flavors of almonds 
and lime juice with hints of peach and melon. Ready 
to drink, but could be aged for 2–3 years. Margaux & 
Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Lucien Albrecht 2012 Réserve Riesling 
(Alsace). This lemon-scented Riesling has a 

bright apple character and hints of peach. It is also de-
lightfully fragrant, while the finish is bright. Pasternak 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 René Sparr 2010 Riesling (Alsace). A new 
brand from the Sparr family, René Sparr has 

produced a classically fresh, perfumed and crisp Ries-
ling. It has currant and white fruit flavors, delicious-
ly fruity and refreshing with just a hint of minerality. 
Screwcap. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2011 Vendanges 
Manuelles Collection Riesling (Alsace). 

Dry, crisp, nervy wine, based around bright acidity. It 
has a steely edge, a dry, mineral core and a strong bite 
of citrus. It’s still a young wine, needing 2–3 years to 
soften. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

pinoT gris

90 Domaine Moltès 2012 Réserve Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). Lightly smoky wine, with spice and 

rounded white fruits with tropical highlights. It’s full 
and rich, not quite dry but with a pepper character that 
makes it seem drier than it is. Ready to drink. Cellars 
Edge. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2012 Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). Very spicy, full-in-the-mouth wine. It 

has just the right amount of acidity to keep it fresh, but 
its main thrust is towards rich pepper and weight. At the 
end, a tighter mineral character appears. Keep for 2–3 
years. Beaune Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Zinck 2011 Terroir Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). Yellow fruits, rich spice and an in-

tense aromatic character come together to produce this 
ripe, full-bodied wine. It’s not overblown, though, of-
fering a contrast of acidity to freshen it up. It’s ready 
to drink, although it can be kept until 2016. Grantham 
Distributing. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

89 Domaine Gérard Neumeyer 2011 Le 
Berger Pinot Gris (Alsace). Just spicy, this 

wine draws its strength from its rich texture, warm apri-
cot fruit flavors and complex balance between acidity 
and ripeness. It makes for a generous wine that will cer-
tainly age a few years. Wine Agencies Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Domaine Jean-Luc Mader 2011 Pinot 
Gris (Alsace). Off dry, this rich and spicy 

wine has a fine, creamy texture, ripe yellow fruits and 
a mango juice flavor. It’s full-bodied and generous yet 

with a fine, crisp aftertaste to balance. Elite Wines Im-
port. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Louis Sipp 2010 Nature’S Pinot Gris (Al-
sace). A very ripe feeling wine, with tropical 

fruit notes. Mango and spice combine with a touch of 
acidity to give a full, balanced wine. Hinting at mush-
rooms at the end, it is ready to drink. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

89 René Sparr 2011 Excellence Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). A ripe and creamy, this is a concen-

trated wine, with depth of pear and peach flavors along 
with just a touch of spice. It’s broad, smooth and young; 
it will need at least a year to open out fully. Deutsch 
Family Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 André Blanck et ses Fils 2011 Clos 
Schwende Pinot Gris (Alsace). Full of 

spice and ripe yellow fruits, it has a dense and concen-
trated character. Honey and nutmeg are in the fore-
ground, while acidity is in the background. Age for 2–3 
years. Vineyard Research. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2010 Terroirs 
Réserve Pinot Gris (Alsace). Very ripe and 

full of honey and tropical fruit flavors. A warm wine, it’s 
richly textured, with a bite of peppery spice and lightly 
lifted by final acidity. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

88 Domaine Ehrhart 2011 Im Berg Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). A ripe, very spicy wine, full of melon 

and peach fruit flavors but light on the acidity. It’s gen-
erous with an opulent character that is balanced by a 
pepper and spice edge. Ready to drink. Robert Kacher 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Domaine Fernand Engel 2011 Cuvée En-
gel Pinot Gris (Alsace). A spicy wine, full of 

ripe fruit and softly textured. Its pear and mango fruits 
are balanced by a tender touch of acidity. The wine can 
be aged a year or two but can also be drunk now. Grape 
Expectations (CA). —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Domaine Zinck 2011 Portrait Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). Very lightly golden in color, this per-

fumy wine has fine ripe tropical fruits with a touch of 
honey and spice. Rounded, full bodied, pepper and 
acidity at the end. Screwcap. HB Wine Merchants. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Lucien Albrecht 2012 Cuvée Romanus 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). With pink hints from the 

skins of the Pinot Gris this wine has honey and canned 
apricot syrup flavors. The spice and acidity complement 
each other at the end of this attractive wine. Pasternak 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 
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87 Domaine Schoffit 2011 Tradition Pi-
not Gris (Alsace). A simple, spicy wine, it 

is rounded and creamy. It tastes of pepper and lychee 
fruits, with a soft, full character. The richness is well bal-
anced with the acidity. A wine that can be drunk now. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

87 René Sparr 2011 Pinot Gris (Alsace). The 
full, rich nature of Alsace Pinot Gris is perfect-

ly—and simply—expressed in this full wine. With its ex-
otic fruits, rounded texture and perfumed spice, it has 
just an edge of sweetness that turns it into a great wine 
for Thai or Chinese food. Screwcap. Deutsch Family 
Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Willm 2012 Réserve Pinot Gris (Alsace). 
A forward, rich wine, full of ripe fruits, peaches 

and honey. It has weight while also keeping a fine sense 
of fresh acidity that cuts the full-bodied character of the 
wine. It’s not for long-term aging. Monsieur Touton Se-
lection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Frey-Sohler 2011 Rittersberg Pinot Gris 
(Alsace). Very soft wine, with honeyed apples 

and light acidity. The wine is already showing signs of 
maturity, with an opulent texture and only a hint of per-
fumed acidity. J et R Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

85 Joseph Fritsch 2011 Pinot Gris (Alsace). 
A soft, rounded, spicy wine with ripe flavors, 

light on the acidity, generous with the lychee and man-
go fruit. Full and rounded and ready to drink now. Mar-
gaux & Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

pinoT auxerrois

87 Domaine Ehrhart 2011 Val St. Grégoire 
Pinot Auxerrois (Alsace). Very soft while 

also full-bodied, this wine has a spicy character and 
only light acidity. It’s a warm wine, open and completely 
ready to drink. Robert Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Domaine Schoffit 2011 Vieilles Vignes 
Pinot Auxerrois (Alsace). Rounded and 

creamy textured wine that is full and ripe. There is at-
tractive acidity to balance the ripe apricot flavors with a 
full, rich aftertaste. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

87 Josmeyer 2011 H Vieilles Vignes Pinot 
Auxerrois (Alsace). A full, spicy and rich 

wine, it is rounded and soft. Pear and ripe apples give a 
warm feel with a shot of acidity to cut through the full 
texture. Ready to drink and already delicious. Domaine 
Select Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

87 Zusslin 2010 Pinot Auxerrois (Alsace). 
Bright and very fruity, this is an Auxerrois that 

is full of freshness as well as having a more rounded 
character. It’s tightly textured, tasting of citrus and crisp 
apples. Juicy acidity at the end. Avant Garde Wine & 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

pinoT blanc

89 Domaine Jean-Luc Mader 2012 Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). A delicate wine, so full of 

fruitiness: ripe pear and apple flavors with a creamy tex-
ture. It’s a wine that is totally ready to drink, although it 
should age for a few years. Elite Wines Import. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2012 Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). Fresh and fruity, this is a 

classic Pinot Blanc, rounded, soft and ripe. It has just a 
touch of spiced pear along with red apples, and a fine, 
fragrant layer of acidity. Beaune Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Josmeyer 2012 Mise du Printemps Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). An opulent, ripe and full-

bodied wine, it is full of creamed apple, pink grapefruit 
acidity and a tangy, zesty character. The fruit is very di-
rect, pure, crisp and drives the wine deliciously forward. 
Domaine Select Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

87 Domaine Gérard Neumeyer 2011 La Tu-
lipe Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Fresh and crisp, 

this is a lively tangy wine, its citrus element nicely dove-
tailed with its apple and white fruit flavors. A hint of 
pepper adds piquancy. Wine Agencies Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaine Zinck 2012 Portrait Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Soft and rounded, it tastes of pear 

and apricot. It has a fine fruity, clean character, hinting 
at spice. Lightly structured and ready to drink. Screw-
cap. HB Wine Merchants. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Domaine Zinck 2011 Terroir Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Full of fruit, this is a a ripe wine. 

Aromatic spice is balanced with acidity. It is rounded, 
smoothly textured and ready to drink. Grantham Dis-
tributing. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Joseph Fritsch 2011 Pinot Blanc (Al-
sace). A rounded and fruity wine, the fresh cit-

rus flavors foiled by ripe spicy pear and melon fruit. It 
is a gentle, generous wine, ready to drink now. Margaux 
& Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Josmeyer 2011 Pinot Blanc (Alsace). 
Creamy textured wine, with smoothly ripe pear 

and spicy quince fruit. It’s full in the mouth, textured 
and with a crisp edge for aging a year or two. Domaine 
Select Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Lucien Albrecht 2012 Cuvée Balthazar 
Pinot Blanc (Alsace). For full review see 

page 9. Best Buy. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Willm 2012 Réserve Pinot Blanc (Al-
sace). Hints of tropical fruits, pears and ripe 

lemon combine gracefully in this warm, fruity wine. It 
has a crisp edge of acidity that adds a light, bright touch. 
Fragrant, fruity and ready to drink. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

86 Cave Freudenreich 2012 Pinot Blanc (Al-
sace). A soft, warm textured wine. Its fresh cit-

rus, red apples and orange zest act as a foil to the full-
bodied structure. At the end, it’s all lightness and fresh-
ness. Wine Without Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Domaine Fernand Engel 2011 Réserve 
Pinot Blanc (Alsace). With just a touch of 

pepper, this is a warmly spiced wine, ripe in character 
and full of soft apple and pear flavors. The fruit is right 
up front, full of ripeness as well as acidity. Grape Expec-
tations (CA). —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Domaine Moltès 2012 Réserve Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). A rounded wine, show-

ing youthful acidity as well as a light, bright apple and 
grapefruit character. It’s tight and more nervy than 
some Pinot Blancs, bringing out a crisp, fresh character 
at the end. Strecker Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Huber & Bléger 2011 Pinot Blanc (Al-
sace). Based in Saint-Hippolyte, the northern-

most village of Haut-Rhin, this domaine has produced 
a smooth, ripe Pinot Blanc, immediately accessible and 
showing a full, spicy character. Attractive and ready to 
drink. Vinum Distribution Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Louis Sipp 2011 Nature’S Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). This light, easygoing Pinot Blanc is 

fruity with apples and white fruits, while gently creamy 
and balanced with some spice. The soft fruit and the 
bite of spice give some complexity at the end. Maritime 
Wine Trading Collective. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 René Sparr 2011 Excellence Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). A very perfumed wine, showing 

spice and soft pear fruits. It’s ripe and ready to drink, 
although a few more months will show further richness. 
Screwcap. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

85 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2011 Vendanges 
Manuelles Collection Pinot Blanc (Al-

sace). Vendange Manuelle (hand harvesting) is a good 
way of sorting the best grapes in the vineyard. Here it 
has produced a ripe, full-bodied pear flavored wine, at-
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tractively shot through with acidity that points up the 
creamy, soft texture. Screwcap. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Emile Beyer 2012 Tradition Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Toward the crisp side of Pinot Blanc, 

this is a green-fruited wine, fresh and textured. It is 
pure, fruity and high in acidity at this stage. Give the 
wine a year or two to broaden out. Michael Corso Se-
lections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $17 

84 Frey-Sohler 2011 Réserve Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). A soft, perfumed and curiously 

earthy wine. It has a ripe structure with quince and pear 
flavors, but with odd hints of geraniums at the end. J et 
R Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

sYlvaner

87 Domaine Moltès 2012 Réserve Sylva-
ner (Alsace). The traditional way to quench 

a thirst in Alsace—apart from its famed beers—was a 
glass of Sylvaner. This is soft, fruity, refreshing with a 
fine balance between acidity and crisp apple fruits. The 
wine is totally ready to go. Patagonia Wine & Imports, 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2012 Grand A 
du Petit Léon Sylvaner (Alsace). Once 

widely planted in Alsace, Sylvaner has lost its place in 
the pantheon and is now rare. It’s good to be reminded 
how attractive, fruity and fragrant it can be. This pear 
flavored wine is soft and generous with just a little spice 
at the end. Beaune Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Domaine Vincent Stoeffler 2011 Sylva-
ner (Alsace). A slightly peppery wine with a 

creamy, full texture and bright acidity. The wine is crisp 
and open, ready to drink with its cream almond flavor at 
the end. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

whiTe blends

90 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2009 Clos du Zahn-
acker (Alsace). A blend of Riesling, Pinot 

Gris and Gewurztraminer from a small vineyard. The 
result is a wine that is hugely rich and spicy but with 
a great fresh line of acidity to balance the peach and 
green plum fruits. It is ready to drink. Planet Wine. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

87 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2010 Métiss (Alsace). 
Labeled Pinot d’Alsace to indicate it’s a blend 

dominated by Pinot Blanc, it’s ripe and very fruity with 
its pear and peach fruit flavors prominent. It has weight, 
spice, richness and a rounded, full texture. Not a wine 

for aging, but enjoyable over the next two to three years. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Cave Freudenreich 2012 Edelzwicker 
(Alsace). A classic Alsace dry white wine, this 

is soft and spicy, with apple and pear fruit and a light 
layering of citrus. Gentle, very open and friendly, a great 
apéritif wine. Wine Without Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 René Sparr 2011 One (Alsace). A blend of 
Muscat, Riesling and Pinot Gris, this is a ripe, 

perfumed wine, attractively fresh while showing a more 
exotic character. It’s fruity, forward, fragrant and ready 
to drink now. Screwcap. Deutsch Family Wine & Spir-
its. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

oTher whiTe wines

90 Domaine Schoffit 2011 Vieilles Vignes 
Chasselas (Alsace). A subtly peppered 

wine made from 60-year-old vines. It is richly textured, 
creamy with an attractive peach and lemon blend. Not 
for aging, but this traditional Alsace variety certainly of-
fers a delicious surprise. Weygandt-Metzler. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

88 Domaine Moltès 2012 Réserve Muscat 
(Alsace). Tasting of white grapes, this is fruity, 

lightly spicy and fragrant. It’s a rare grape in Alsace 
which is a shame because its delicate, attractive fruiti-
ness makes it a great apéritif wine. Strecker Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

pinoT noir

88 Emile Beyer 2011 L’Hostellerie Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). With some initial weight be-

hind it, this is a firm, tannic wine. It has considerable 
spice from wood aging, perhaps too much although a 
year or two should soften this. It does also have red ber-
ry fruits and a light trace of acidity at the end. Michael 
Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

86 Zusslin 2010 Bollenberg Pinot Noir (Al-
sace). Very textured wine, hinting at fruit that 

is only just ripe. This light and fragrant wine has red 
currant fruits and a smoky character. Probably not for 
aging. Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

85 Domaine Robert Klingenfus 2010 Signa-
ture Pinot Noir (Alsace). Light in color, this 

is a fruity, softly tannic and lightweight wine. It brings 
out red fruits that are now maturing, giving spice and a 
touch of pepper with final acidity. Drink now. European 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

85 Louis Sipp 2009 Nature’S Pinot Noir (Al-
sace). Tannins and strong smoky wood flavors 

dominate this wine.Very dark and dry in texture, its 
fruitiness hides behind all this hard structure and dense 
character. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

crémanT d’alsace

90 Domaine Vincent Stoeffler NV Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). A deliciously fruity Crémant, 

full of crisp apples, lively acidity and bright tones. There 
is a touch of peppery spicy to add extra interest. Full of 
life, this is ready to drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

90 Muré 2009 Grand Millésime Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). A new creation from Muré, 

this is a beautifully ripe blend of Chardonnay and Ries-
ling. The combination gives steel to the wine’s creami-
ness as well as a fine perfumed character. It’s full and 
rich, worth aging a year and impressive. Robert Kacher 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Cave de Cleebourg 2010 Symphonie en 
P (Crémant d’Alsace). A blend of Pinots 

(hence the P in the wine’s name)—Gris, Blanc and 
Noir—this is a rich, full in the mouth wine. It has weight 
with a touch of spice as well as crisp acidity. Likely to age 
a few months more. European Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Domaine Fernand Engel NV Brut Rosé 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Fresh strawberries 

dominate this attractive, ripe wine. It is clean, fragrant, 
very fruity in character. There is a fine line of acidity 
cutting through the smooth mousse and offering a fine 
final balance. Grape Expectations (CA). —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Zusslin NV Brut Zéro (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Lively, fruity wine that is fragrant and fresh. 

Having no sugar and bone dry, it is as crisp as an apple. 
A bright mousse offers a fine fruity texture and a light, 
citrus aftertaste. Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

88 Zusslin NV Rosé Brut Zéro (Crémant 
d’Alsace). An attractively red berry fruited 

wine that has a fine tang of texture as well as a full char-
acter. It is bone dry as befits its Brut Zéro moniker but 
balances that with ripe fruits and a smooth aftertaste. 
Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $33 

87 Cave de Ribeauvillé NV Giersberger Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Brilliant, fresh wine, 

very bright and crisp with an attractive touch of toast to 
go with the fragrant berry fruits. Elegant and light, it is a 
fine, refreshing Crémant. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 
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87 Domaine Ehrhart NV Cuvée Prestige 
(Crémant d’Alsace). In fact a Blanc de 

Blancs—although the label doesn’t indicate it—this is 
a nervy, steely wine, packed tight with apple and pink 
grapefruit flavors and bright acidity to finish. Robert 
Kacher Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

87 Domaine Fernand Engel NV Brut Tradi-
tion (Crémant d’Alsace). Apple fruitiness 

dominates this fresh sparkling wine. A light mousse 
plays on the crisp texture, giving a lively, fresh final acid-
ity. It’s a great apéritif style. Grape Expectations (CA). 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 René Sparr NV Brut Excellence (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Rounded ripe wine, showing some 

softness from its dosage as well as creamy pear and 
quince fruit flavors. It’s bright and fresh at the end, and 
attractive to drink now. Deutsch Family Wine & Spir-
its. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 René Sparr NV Brut Excellence Rosé 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Ripe and fruity Cré-

mant, its acidity and red fruits finely integrated into a 
bright, fresh style. It’s delicious, a clean, fragrant and 
direct wine that’s ready to drink. Deutsch Family Wine 
& Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

86 Cave de Cleebourg NV Clérotstein Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). While there is some 

spice here, the wine is more dominated by its acid-
ity, fresh pear and crisp texture. It’s lively, fragrant and 
probably best as an apéritif. European Wine Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

86 Cave de Cleebourg NV Clérotstein Rosé 
Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). Very creamy 

mousse leads to a tight wine with raspberry flavors and 
considerable acidity. That makes the wine very fresh, 
crisp, clean with an attractive final fragrance. It’s ready 
to drink but could have a few months’ bottle age. Euro-
pean Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

86 Cave de Ribeauvillé NV Giersberger Brut 
Rosé (Crémant d’Alsace). Attractive salmon 

pink, fresh wine. It has a strong line of acidity that cuts 
through the bright red fruits, a tight, bubbly mousse. It 
would be worth aging this food friendly sparkler for a 
few months to soften the acidity. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

86 Frey-Sohler NV Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Crisp and apple cen-

tered wine, full of fruitiness and lively acidity. With a 
fresh, creamy mousse and citrus tang it’s deliciously 
forward and bright. Drink anytime. J et R Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

86 Louis Sipp NV Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Fragrant wine, attractively perfumed, crisply 

fresh. It is full of ripe apples, layered with intense acid-
ity and balanced with a warmer peach flavor. Ready to 
drink. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

86 Lucien Albrecht NV Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). This is a ripe, warm, full-bodied 

Crémant. It has a creamy, rich mousse, soft citrus and 
light acidity. The wine is forward, fruity and fresh, light-
ly tangy at the end. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

85 Lucien Albrecht NV Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A wine with soft fruitiness, red ber-

ry flavors and a touch of toast. Ripe, full and not quite 
dry, it is an easy, accessible rosé sparkler, fine for apéri-
tifs. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

85 Willm NV Prestige Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Soft, almond and ripe fruit flavored 

wine. It is rounded, missing the real tang of a good Cré-
mant but still a fruity, fresh and flowery apéritif wine. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

84 Huber & Bléger NV Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). An attractive yet fresh sparkling Pi-

not Noir rosé. It has a fine balance with its acidity well 
integrated into the raspberry fruit flavors. There’s just 
an edge of bitterness that spoils the aftertaste. Vinum 
Distribution Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

83 Cave de Cleebourg NV Clérotstein Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Auxerrois makes a rath-

er vegetal sparkling wine, rustic in character and def-
initely an acquired taste. Somebody who enjoys beets 
might like this wine. European Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

loire white wines

pouillY-fumé

93 Joseph Mellot 2009 Le Grande Cuvée 
des Edvins (Pouilly-Fumé). Wood-aged 

wine, showing both spice and ripe tropical fruits. Mango 
and pineapple combine with vanilla and coconut milk 
to give a full, rich wine, though with Sauvignon Blanc’s 
fresh acidity. Age for 2–3 years. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

92 Saget la Perrière 2011 Le Domaine 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Serious Sauvignon Blanc 

from the Saget home domaine, this full and ripe wine 
has considerable depth of flavor. Like many wines from 
Pouilly, it is for aging, a rich, concentrated wine that 
needs at 3–4 years. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine des Mariniers 2012 Pouilly-Fu-
mé. A rich, full-in-the-mouth wine. It is fine-

ly textured and concentrated, with ripe character. Its 
grapefruit flavors are spiced with pepper and nutmeg, 
giving a firm and structured wine at the end. Age for 
another year. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Nicolas Gaudry 2012 Pouilly-Fumé. For 
full review see page 8. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

89 Joseph Mellot 2012 Le Chant des Vignes 
(Pouilly-Fumé). A chalky textured and miner-

al-driven wine, it’s crisp while also smooth and rich. It is 
full of white fruits, softly textured herbaceousness and 
lively final acidity. A wine to age for a few months or 
even a year or two. Screwcap. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Joseph Mellot 2012 Le Troncsec Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Pouilly-Fumé). Ripe yellow 

and white fruits are the dominant factor in this smooth, 
rich wine. It has good weight, along with a juicy, lem-
on and zest texture. Not for aging, unlike some Pouilly 
Fumé, so drink over the next few months. Screwcap. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

85 Gilles Blanchet 2012 Les Champs des 
Plantes (Pouilly-Fumé). Bright and fruity 

wine, showing its acidity prominently. Crisp layered cit-
rus and apricot fruits flavors finish with fine texture. To-
tal Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

sancerre

92 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2011 Maxime 
Vieilles Vignes sur Silex (Sancerre). For 

full review see page 4. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 

92 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2011 Vieilles 
Vignes (Sancerre). Fragrant currant aromas 

drive this concentrated and rich wine forward. The old 
vines give a great depth of flavor and ripeness while 
keeping the fine herbaceous citrus touch. It’s that rare 
Sancerre for aging, over 3–4 years. Serge Doré Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

91 Joseph Mellot 2010 La Grande Châte-
laine (Sancerre). Celebrating 500 years 

as grape growers, the Mellot family offers this top 
Sancerre. It is rounded and spicy with a touch of wood 
to add to its rich character. Apricots and pineapple are 
a delicious addition to the citrus acidity that cuts right 
through the wine. Age for 3–4 years. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 
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90 Joseph Mellot 2012 Domaine des Emois 
(Sancerre). A small, 15 acre estate controlled 

by Joseph Mellot, giving a full, ripe wine, very bright, 
crisp, with great flavor depth. The delicious wine offers 
good acidity with lemon and lime flavors. Drinkable 
now, but worth aging for 2–3 years. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2012 Les 
Belles Côtes (Sancerre). A beautifully bal-

anced wine, bringing together ripe apples and citrus 
with fragrant acidity. There is a sense of minerality in 
the texture, with depth of flavor finishing with lively 
acidity. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

89 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2012 
Sancerre. A totally fresh and herbaceous wine, 

this is very crisp and citrusy. It does have some weight as 
well, a ripe character that comes from apple juice and 
pear flavors. The wine is great to drink now but could 
age. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Jean-Michel Sorbe 2012 Sancerre. Aro-
matic and fruity wine with soft texture and ripe 

apple and citrus fruit flavors. From a small vineyard area 
not far from Sancerre, this wine is just that bit warmer 
and fatter in style with a full-bodied aftertaste. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Saget la Perrière 2012 Domaine de la 
Perrière (Sancerre). Relatively soft wine, it 

is fruity, showing ripe yellow as well as green and citrus 
fruits. It is a mouthful of fruitiness and minerality neatly 
combined with acidity. It has enough structure to sug-
gest it could age for up to four years. Pasternak Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine des Chaintres 2012 Sancerre. 
A soft and rounded wine with a warm fruitiness 

that comes from the edge of spice and lime flavors. The 
wine has weight and good depth of herbaceousness. It 
is designed for accompanying food. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Domaine des Levrys 2012 Sancerre. A 
very herbaceous, aromatic wine. The acidity 

cuts through the grapefruit flavor, giving a touch of min-
erality at the end. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Joseph Mellot 2012 La Chatellenie 
(Sancerre). Steely, mineral wine, very tex-

tured and tight in character. Though touched with ap-
ple and citrus fruit notes, this one needs to age to round 
out. With its acidity and green asparagus flavors, give 
it 2–3 years. Screwcap. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Domaine des Coltabards 2012 Sancerre. 
A soft wine that shows a rounded green apple 

character. It has a touch of nervy texture to give some 
structure as it opens up. It’s otherwise fresh and crisp, 
ready to drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Joseph Mellot 2012 Le Montarlet 
(Sancerre). One of the more herbaceous Sau-

vignons in Joseph Mellot’s range, this is crisp, leaning to 
green fruits although with an underlying feeling of ripe-
ness. There is a touch of minerality in the texture, giving 
the acidity a taut, nervy feeling at the end. Screwcap. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Xavier Flouret 2012 French Blonde 
(Sancerre). Classic herbaceous Sauvignon 

Blanc, packed with green fruits, gooseberries and lime. 
It’s textured and almost chewy in its youthfulness. The 
dominant character, though, is crisp, breezy and very 
fruity. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

86 Domaine des Caves du Prieuré 2012 
Sancerre. A simple, fruity wine, there is a 

fine line of acidity that shoots right through to give a 
bright and breezy character. It is light, very fresh with 
an attractive lemon zest at the end. Baron Francois Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

86 Joseph Mellot 2012 La Gravelière 
(Sancerre). Ripe and creamy wine, with some 

herbaceousness and yellow fruits. Layering citrus and a 
tangy texture, it’s fruity, full of lively acidity and ready to 
drink this year. Screwcap. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

85 Domaine de Bellecours 2012 Sancerre. A 
fresh, fragrant Sauvignon Blanc. It’s bone dry, 

full of citrus flavors and a fine swathe of acidity. Herba-
ceous, crisp and ready to drink now. Screwcap. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

savennières

94 Domaine des Baumard 2008 Clos du Pa-
pillon (Savennières). Now approaching its 

maturity, this is such a smooth, almond and quince fla-
vored wine. It is full in the mouth, very ripe and opulent 
in style. A gorgeous wine, a wine for sipping and appre-
ciating. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine des Baumard 2010 Saven-
nières. This is perfectly balanced dry Chenin. 

It has just the right amount of richness, aided by a touch 
of vanilla. The green and white fruits are blended with 
deceptively soft acidity to give a wine that feels full and 
ripe in the mouth. Good to drink now, but also worth 
aging for 3–4 years and more. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine des Baumard 2010 Trie Spéci-
ale (Savennières). A mature and ripe wine, 

with great nut and biscuit flavors to go with the full yel-
low fruits. An impressively dense wine, it’s a wine that 
can age, but is ready to drink now. Screwcap. Vintus 
LLC. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine des Baumard 2009 Clos du Pa-
pillon (Savennières). Shaped like a butter-

fly (papillon), this vineyard is one of the best known in 
Savennières. It is very rich and ripe, from a warm vin-
tage. With its apricot and pear flavors and opulent tex-
ture, it brings out the potential of Chenin Blanc. So age 
this wine for 5–6 years more. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine FL 2008 Savennières-Roche-
Aux-Moines. Big, fruity, mature wine, show-

ing a petrol character as well as a rounded texture and 
a shot of minerality. The wine is both chewy and gener-
ous, packed with fruit skins and green bean-acidity. It is 
ready to drink, very fresh. Michael Skurnik Wines. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

92 Domaine des Baumard 2009 Saven-
nières. To harvest this wine, successive pass-

es are made through the vines to get the ripest grapes. 
The result is a rounded, very rich wine, whose ripe fruits 
are right up front. There is some caramel and bitter al-
mond, with a smooth final texture. It has weight and 
a good future over 3–5 years. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Saget la Perrière 2010 Château de la Mu-
lonnière l’Effet Papillon (Savennières). 

From grapes that were just touched by noble rot, this 
dry wine is a beautiful, golden wine in color and flavor. 
It feels full, with mature yellow fruits, the merest hint of 
honey, but always rich rather than showing any sweet-
ness. A very fine, unusual wine. Pasternak Wine Im-
ports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine FL 2008 Chamboureau (Saven-
nières). Spicy, fragrant wine, offering a strong 

mineral character and rich fruitiness. There is a firm 
edge of almonds and pear skins which give a tight tex-
ture. The wine has aged well and will continue to do so 
over the next 4–5 years. Michael Skurnik Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

oTher whiTe wines

91 Saget la Perrière 2010 Domaine des 
Grandes Esperances Aurora Chenin 

Blanc (Touraine Amboise). A very aromatic, wood 
aged wine. It shows great richness and spice from the 
wood, along with white fruits. The wine also has fresh-
ness, in the form of lime and plums. There is a taut, 
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lively aftertaste. Age for 4–5 years. Pasternak Wine Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Domaine des Tilleuls 2012 Haute Sélec-
tion Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

Held on the lees until bottling, this fine wine combines 
both extreme freshness and a more creamy textured 
weight. Lemon and green apples are combined with the 
tangy texture to give a wine that is ready to drink but 
could also age for a few more months. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

89 Domaine des Tilleuls 2011 Les Quatre 
Chanteaux Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). The top cuvée from Domaine des Tilleuls is 
a Muscadet with just an extra amount of richness and 
depth of flavor. Apples, pears and aromatic acidity give 
a wine that has some complexity, a mineral texture and 
the ability to age for another year or two. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Domaine FL 2010 Le Chenin (Anjou). In-
tensely fruity, ripe and full-bodied. It has deli-

cious apple and apricot flavors, bursting out of the glass 
with pure enjoyment. Lively acidity gives an extra di-
mension of brightness. Drink now. Michael Skurnik 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Vignoble Brisebarre 2011 Sec Chenin 
Blanc (Vouvray). A young Chenin Blanc, with 

notes of green apples, almonds and some bitterness. It’s 
closed and tight at the moment, exhibiting more miner-
ality than fruit. Give this wine at least four years. Good 
Company Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Domaine des Tilleuls 2012 Chardonnay 
(Val de Loire). There is just pure fruitiness 

here, a Chardonnay that is light and fresh although with 
some creamy richness behind it. It’s softly textured, a 
warm wine with a vanilla hint at the end. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

85 Saget la Perrière 2012 Domaine des 
Grandes Esperances Sauvignon Blanc 

(Touraine). Very fruity, catty wine. It is green and 
crisp, tightly herbaceous yet explodes with fruit. The 
acidity cuts right through, this clean, fresh wine. Paster-
nak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

sweeT wines

94 Domaine des Baumard 2010 (Quarts de 
Chaume. Still young, this bright and fruity 

wine shows lively fruits as well as more intense sweet-
ness. The structure is important here, showing a dry 
edge of botrytis, lychee and mangos. It has extreme 
freshness, needing several years to reveal its full, mag-

nificent potential. Give it 5–6 years. Screwcap. Vintus 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

94 Domaine des Baumard 2009 Quarts de 
Chaume. The Quarts de Chaume are four 

ridges that jut out into the Layon valley, subject to 
botrytis because of the mists that come from the valley 
floor. This fine example is smooth, opulent and unctu-
ous in character, a richly sweet wine. It is full of noble 
rot while also exhibiting the all-important acidity. Hon-
ey, ripe peaches, pineapple are still prominent. Give it 
5–7 years. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine des Baumard 2003 Cuvée le 
Paon (Coteaux du Layon). Now in golden 

maturity, this is a smooth, unctuous and ripe wine. Hon-
ey is the dominant character, a perfumed wild flower 
honey that is layered with intense acidity that lifts the 
wine in a beautiful way. A sweet wine yes, but one that 
is so balanced. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

92 Domaine des Baumard 2011 Carte d’Or 
(Coteaux du Layon). The acidity is almost 

shocking, cutting through the richness of the wine. Its 
sweet apple and lemon flavors balance the honey and 
maple syrup notes. The wine is still young, demanding 
aging over a decade at least. beautifully ripe. Screwcap. 
Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

92 Domaine des Baumard 2010 Clos de 
Sainte-Catherine (Coteaux du Layon). 

Certainly intensely sweet, but it is the acidity that adds 
much to this wine. It is still very young with its bright 
acidity, mango and pineapple fruits and a dry edge from 
honey and botrytis. It needs aging for at least five years 
and more. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

92 Saget la Perrière 2010 Château de la Mu-
lonnière A la Faveur de l’Automne (Co-

teaux du Layon Beaulieu). This is a fine wine, with 
balanced noble rot and yellow fruits, layered with honey 
and a intense acidity in the background. Some wood ag-
ing has rounded the texture while not dominating the 
flavors. Age for 4–6 years. Pasternak Wine Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine des Baumard 2009 Clos de 
Sainte-Catherine (Coteaux du Layon). A 

fine apéritif sweet wine, rich while also balanced and 
delicate. It has acidity to go with its sweet/dry fruit fla-
vors and honey and tropical fruits. Not a wine for aging, 
it is showing splendid, full maturity. Screwcap. Vintus 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Saget la Perrière 2003 Château de la Mu-
lonnière A la Faveur de l’Automne (Cote-

aux du Layon Beaulieu). A fine and mature wine, 
its honey flavors dominating, the fruitiness now into a 

more rounded, so rich style. It’s a beautiful wine, very 
ripe, with a touch of wood aging to add some extra spice. 
No need to age, it’s ready to drink. Pasternak Wine Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA/375 ml 

sparkling wines

92 Château Moncontour 2011 Cuvée Pré-
dilection (Vouvray). One of the best spar-

kling wines to come from the Loire, this is a classical-
ly driven wine, packed with tingling acidity along with 
some toastiness and apple fruits. The wine is still fresh 
and could age a few more months in bottle. USA Wine 
West. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Domaine des Baumard 2010 Tirage Ex-
tra Brut (Crémant de Loire). A blend of 

Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc and Chenin Blanc, giv-
ing a fruity wine with a steely core. Green apples and 
lime come through strongly, finishing a fine wine. Vintus 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine des Baumard NV Rosé Brut Ex-
tra (Crémant de Loire). A rich wine, bone 

dry, its red currant fruits cutting through the creamy 
mousse. It’s a serious rosé, with some tannins, spice, 
very textured and worth aging for a few months in bottle 
to bring out its incipient toastiness. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Vignoble Brisebarre NV Brut (Vouvray). 
An almond and green apple flavored wine, a 

touch off dry. The wine has a creamy, full mousse in the 
mouth that is ready to drink. Good Company Wines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Domaine des Baumard NV Carte Corail 
Rosé Brut (Crémant de Loire). There is 

some bitterness here, bringing out spiciness and herbal 
character. The wine should develop in bottle to give a 
more rounded feel. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

rosés

88 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2011 Rosé 
(Sancerre). Deliciously fresh wine that is very 

fruity in character. The wine is crisp, just with a touch of 
vanilla and full of red fruits. For drinking now. Vineyard 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

88 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2012 Rosé 
(Sancerre). This crisp wine has fresh fruits 

that also impart a sense of firmer structure. With the 
acidity cutting the strawberry flavors and a hint of dry 
tannins, this is a food rosé. It ends with a touch of spice 
T. Edward Wines Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 
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86 Couly-Dutheil 2012 Rosé René Couly 
(Chinon). Soft and rounded, this is a warm 

style of rosé, with ripe strawberry fruits, smokiness and 
a light layer of acidity. It’s a food style of rosé, fruity 
while also structured. Frank-Lin International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Joseph Mellot 2012 Le Rabault Rosé 
(Sancerre). This is a beautifully fresh, ready-

to-drink rosé, with deliciously refreshing red currant 
fruits, lively acidity and just a touch of caramel to add 
further interest. Screwcap. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

loire red wines

sancerre

90 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2012 
Sancerre. There is a good depth of flavor here, 

a wine that’s both firmly structured with hints of coffee 
as well as red hedgerow fruits. A fine balance with the 
acidity and tannins gives the wine a chance to age for 
3–5 years. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

90 Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2011 Maxime 
Vieilles Vignes sur Silex (Sancerre). Obvi-

ously wood aged, the wine has a dry core of tannins and 
a smoky character along with rich red berry fruits. It 
has weight and an impressive depth of flavor. Still young 
and dominated by its wood, it should certainly be aged 
for 3–4 years. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 

86 Joseph Mellot 2012 Le Rabault Rouge 
(Sancerre). Aromatic, ripe fruited wine, full 

of strawberry flavors, refined tannins along with a light, 
smooth texture. The aftertaste brings in a more juicy 
character, adding freshness to the mix. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 Roger et Didier Raimbault 2011 Sancerre. 
Lean, stalky wine, its fruit tending towards black 

currant flavors and acidity. There’s spice, a tannic pres-
ence and bitter cherries to finish. For aging over 2–3 
years. Wine Wine Situation LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

chinon

91 Couly-Dutheil 2011 Clos de l’Echo (Chi-
non). It’s a sign of the times that a wine from 

supposedly cool Loire can have 14.5 percent alcohol. 
The wine handles it well with its solid tannins, dark 
black fruits and a sense of freshness as well as struc-
ture. The wine is complex, powerful and worth aging 
for 4–5 years. Frank-Lin International. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Couly-Dutheil 2011 La Baronnie Mad-
eleine (Chinon). Firm, ripe and structured, 

this is a wine with a solid grounding in black fruits and 
tannins. It has a dry core and smoky flavors, with a 
blackberry juice note that offers a dense texture as well 
as aging potential. Frank-Lin International. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

89 Saget la Perrière 2011 Marie de Beaure-
gard (Chinon). A dense, wood-aged and to-

bacco scented wine. It has bramble fruits, red currants 
and a mineral texture. With layers of acidity as well as 
firm tannins, it should age well over 4–6 years. Paster-
nak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

oTher red wines

91 Domaine les Pins 2011 Le Clos (Bour-
gueil). A structured wine with tannins from 

wood aging, as well as rich blackberry fruit. The wine 
has fruit and structural intensity, layering spice and juic-
iness atop a dry core. Keep for 3–5 years. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Domaine les Pins 2011 Cuvée les Ro-
chettes (Bourgueil). Concentrated, fruity 

wine, its black currant fruit is smoothed by wood aging. 
The wine has great spice, juicy acidity and good depth 
of flavor. It’s certainly worth aging this wine for 2–4 
years. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Saget la Perrière 2009 Domaine des 
Grandes Esperances Supernova (Tour-

aine). There is a long tradition of Malbec in the Loire. 
This wood-aged dark-colored wine is not powerful, but 
it does have fine density and a smooth, generous tex-
ture. Tannins support the black fruits, giving a wine that 
finishes with intense acidity as well as a drier aspect. 
Age for 3–4 years. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Saget la Perrière 2010 Château de la Mu-
lonnière Rouge Baiser (Anjou Villages). 

Very firm and tannic wine with surprisingly high alcohol 
for the Loire. The wine certainly is rich: wood, caramel 
and dark chocolate are all present as well as the spice 
of Cabernet Franc. They dominant the red plum fruit 
flavors and give a very dry aftertaste. The wine needs 
2–4 years to soften out. Pasternak Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine des Baumard 2009 Clos de la 
Folie (Anjou). Rich and full in character, the 

wine, from a small walled vineyard, has red and black 
berry fruits along with some good flavor depth and well 
integrated tannins. The wine is solid, while also offer-
ing ready-to-drink fruitiness. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine les Pins 2011 Saint-Nicolas-de-
Bourgueil. Fragrant, tobacco, black currant 

and spice aromas lead into a young, fruity wine. It has 
soft tannins, great juicy fruit and lively acidity. The tex-
ture is stalky, likely to round out over the next 2–3 years. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Domaine des Baumard 2010 Logis de la 
Giraudière (Anjou). A fruity, fragrant wine, it 

has a stalky initial character that then broadens out into 
riper fruit. Acidity, firm tannins and blackberry fruits are 
easily combined in this wine that can be drunk now and 
could age for 2–3 years. Screwcap. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Saget la Perrière 2010 Domaine des 
Grandes Esperances Les Ailes Pourpres 

(Touraine Amboise). A cool Cabernet, fresh rather 
than structured. It’s obvious the wine has been worked 
hard to get out the red fruit flavors and tannins, and it 
doesn’t quite work. It feels extracted with bitterness as 
well as a more attractive fruitiness. Pasternak Wine Im-
ports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Jean-Michel Sorbe 2012 Reuilly. Light, 
bright and very fruity, this is a delicate take on 

Pinot Noir. With its red currant fruit flavors and firm 
tannins, it has a potential for aging for a couple of years, 
although it is already a food friendly pleasure to drink. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

84 Joseph Mellot 2012 Clos du Pressoir 
(Menetou-Salon). Rather stalky, this dry wine 

has a sense of extraction in the form of bitterness. The 
wine’s red fruits are behind this dryness, demanding at 
least another 2–3 years. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

rhône

cornas

93 Jean-Luc Colombo 2009 Les Ruchets 
Syrah (Cornas). Firmly in the style of the 

vintage, this is dense, full-bodied Cornas, with plenty of 
fruit. Intense plum, coffee and black olive notes domi-
nate, while the tannins are ripe and plush. Believe it or 
not, this is actually drinkable now, yet should age easily 
through at least 2025. Palm Bay International. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $84 

93 Paul Jaboulet Aîné 2009 Domaine de 
Saint Pierre (Cornas). Sure, it starts out a bit 

toasty and cedary, but that wood will surely integrate 
with the potent plummy, meaty fruit given a few years’ 
time. It’s full bodied and a bit coarsely textured for the 
moment, but finishes long and will clearly benefit from 
cellaring. Drink 2018–2025. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 



32 | WinE EnTHuSiaST | OcTOBEr 2013

buyingguide

92 Jean-Luc Colombo 2010 Les Ruchets 
Syrah (Cornas). For full review see page 5. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

92 Jean-Luc Colombo 2009 Vallon de 
L’Aigle Syrah (Cornas). A surprisingly sup-

ple Cornas, the 2009 “Valley of the Eagle” delivers rich 
plum and smoke notes. It’s an already approachable, 
mouthfilling, superripe Syrah that should express its or-
igins more clearly in about 10 years. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

92 Les Vins de Vienne 2010 Les Barcillants 
(Cornas). A terrific effort, this is a full-bodied, 

almost Port-like expression of Cornas. Asphalt, espres-
so and tapenade notes make for an intriguing bouquet, 
then pick up plum and earth on the palate. The finish is 
long, velvety and packed with drying tannins, so give it 
until at least 2018, then drink through 2025 or so. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $88 

91 Jean-Luc Colombo 2010 La Louvée Syr-
ah (Cornas). This is cool and restrained, with 

peppery flourishes layered over raspberry fruit. Rath-
er than being massive or intense, it’s medium bodied, 
perfumed and elegant, with hints of dusty tannins that 
build slowly on the finish. It’s approachable now, but 
should age well through at least 2023. Palm Bay Inter-
national. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2010 Terres Brulées 
Syrah (Cornas). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 13% Price: $48 

89 Tardieu-Laurent 2009 Coteaux (Cornas). 
Is there such a thing as smoked raspberries? In 

any event, that’s not far off what this wine smells like. 
It’s mouthfilling, with berry and cassis flavors and softly 
dusty tannins on the finish that suggest ample ripeness. 
Drink now–2020. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

87 Tardieu-Laurent 2010 Coteaux (Cornas). 
This stood out among the Cornas tasted for this 

issue as being unusually red-fruited and herbal. Stewed 
raspberries tinged with briar stems manage to be 
mouthwatering despite some drying tannins. Not sure 
where this is headed. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

gigondas

92 Tardieu-Laurent 2009 Vieilles Vignes 
(Gigondas). Despite incredible levels of 

ripeness—evidenced by notes of chocolate and dried 
fruit—this wine features a bit of garrigue on the nose 
and licorice flavors on the palate, which together impart 
a sense of freshness. Full bodied and richly textured, 
it ends in a silky dusting of cocoa powder-like tannins. 
Drink now–2020. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

91 E. Guigal 2009 Gigondas. Even at four 
years of age, this shows great purity of fruit. 

Black cherries laced with garrigue mark the nose, while 
the cherries expand to coat the palate, adding hints of 
leather and baking spices. Ready to drink now, but it 
should easily last through 2020. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

91 Sélection Laurence Féraud 2009 Gigon-
das. Laurence Féraud, the stylish power be-

hind Domaine de Pégaü in Châteauneuf-du-Pape, also 
produces her own négociant line of wines. This Gigo-
ndas is a top example, boasting intriguing scents of 
sweaty leather and peppery, clove-like spice, plenty of 
weight and structure on the palate and a long, firm fin-
ish. Drink now–2024. Hand Picked Selections. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Domaine Santa Duc 2009 Cuvée Tradi-
tion (Gigondas). This is owner Yves Gras’s 

entry-level Gigondas. From a notably warm year, it 
combines slightly herbal notes of alfalfa with dried fruit 
and chocolate, yet does so in a way that comes togeth-
er harmoniously on the nose and palate. It’s full bodied 
and opulent in style, with a warm finish. Drink now–
2017. Robert Kacher Selections. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

89 Vignerons de Caractère 2009 Grand Vin 
Eloquence (Gigondas). For a wine that con-

tains 30% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre (the balance is 
Grenache), this is surprisingly soft. Plum and mocha fla-
vors dominate, but hints of cherries and garrigue make 
appearances. Drink it over the next 6–7 years. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

oTher red wines

93 Domaine de Fondrèche 2009 Persia 
(Ventoux). The name is an oblique reference 

to Shiraz, which forms the basis of this cuvée. It’s inky in 
hue and rather reticent on the nose at first. But swirl it 
vigorously and be rewarded with layers of cassis, black-
berry and black pepper. Full bodied, rich and tannic, its 
blueberry and cassis fruit lingers on the long, mouthwa-
tering finish. Drink 2015–2025. Robert Kacher Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Domaine de Fondrèche 2009 Nadal (Ven-
toux). Nadal is approximately 50% Grenache, 

40% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre. Like the 2009 Per-
sia, it’s a dark, intensely concentrated wine that’s tight 
and ungiving but opens up to reveal notes of asphalt, 
earth, plum and espresso. It’s full bodied and richly tan-
nic, with a long, velvety finish. Drink now–2025. Robert 
Kacher Selections. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

92 Tardieu-Laurent 2009 Vieilles Vignes 
(Vacqueyras). This wine epitomizes the lush 

ripeness of the 2009 vintage, yet does so without going 
over the top into dried fruit. Instead, it delivers bran-
died cherries spiced with cinnamon and clove, plus a 

touch of chocolate. It’s full bodied and maybe just a bit 
warm, but the long finish is textured like fine suede. 
Drink now–2020. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Perrin & Fils 2009 Les Christins (Vacqu-
eyras). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

tuscany

chianTi classico

96 Isole e Olena 2010 Chianti Classico. This 
stunning Chianti Classico has an intense per-

fume of violet, rose and iris accented with scents of truf-
fle and forest berry. The wildly delicious palate presents 
a core of juicy cherry layered with sweet pipe tobacco, 
mint and spice with a hint of well-integrated oak. It 
has great energy, with vibrant acidity and bracing but 
refined tannins. Drink 2016–2025. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

94 Villa Cafaggio 2009 Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

93 Bibbiano 2010 Chianti Classico. A lovely, 
wine, with aromas of red cherry, violet and hints 

of underbrush. The palate delivers succulent wild cher-
ry, cinnamon and natural vanilla flavors with hint of truf-
fle. It has compelling depth but needs time to tame the 
structured yet elegant tannins. Drink 2016–2025. Oasis 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

93 Castellinuzza e Piuca 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. This gorgeous Chianti Classico boasts 

lively cherry, strawberry and violet aromas. The mouth-
watering plate shows concentrated wild cherry layered 
with mint, white pepper and clove. It has fresh and acid-
ity and firm tannins that will develop complexity with 
more bottle age. A textbook Chianti Classico. Moon-
light Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

93 Castello di Ama 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This exquisite wine offers classic Sangiovese 

aromas of violet, wild cherry and tobacco leaf. The 
palate delivers bright red cherry, mint and cinnamon 
notes along with vibrant acidity and bracing but sup-
ple tannins. It’s extremely elegant and should develop 
complexity over the next few years. The Sorting Table. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

93 Istine 2010 Chianti Classico. Floral and 
black fruit aromas are punctuated by spicy notes 

on the nose of this wine. The delicious palate delivers 
juicy black-cherry, white pepper, mint and sage along 
with big but ripe tannins and edgy acidity. Give it a few 
more years to fully develop. Drink 2015–2020. Oliver 
McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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93 San Giusto a Rentennano 2010 Chian-
ti Classico. This hallmark Chianti Classico 

boasts a heady perfume of violet, underbrush, peach 
blossom and clove. The palate delivers bright red fruit, 
pepper and cinnamon with crushed cherry in the fore-
front. It’s nicely balanced and should develop complex-
ity over the next few years but is already delicious. de 
Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Casa al Vento 2011 Aria (Chianti Classi-
co). Aria is a stunning Chianti Classico, boast-

ing earthy, underbrush aromas with hints of subdued 
oak. The palate delivers fabulous, juicy plum and black-
cherry layered with well integrated vanilla and espresso. 
It’s still tight and tannic so give this a few more years. 
Genesis Marketing Concepts, Slocum and Sons. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

92 Castello della Paneretta 2010 Chianti 
Classico. This is a textbook Chianti Classico, 

with dark berry and plum aromas accented by hints va-
nilla and clove. The palate boasts a core of wild cher-
ry flavors layered with balsamic herbs. Still tightly tan-
nic, it needs a few more years to unwind. Multiple U.S. 
importers.—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

92 Castello di Verrazzano 2010 Chianti 
Classico. For full review see page 4. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

92 I Fabbri 2010 Terra di Lamole (Chianti 
Classico). This wine has aromas of under-

brush, cherry and leather, with a hint of spices. The pal-
ate boasts wild cherry, mint, menthol, and meat juices 
and shows structure and balance. Give this a few more 
years to develop complexity. Siena Imports, Barsotti 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

92 Monteraponi 2010 Chianti Classico. 
Here’s a classically crafted Chianti Classico that 

offers a multifaceted boiuquet of wild cherry, spice and 
leather, with a hint of meat juices and herbs. The palate 
shows a core of black-cherry layered with white pepper 
and rosemary. It’s still young, briskly tannic and nervous 
so give this time to fully develop. Drink 2016–2025. A.I. 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

92 Villa Cafaggio 2010 Chianti Classico. For 
full review see page 5. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Bibbiano 2011 Chianti Classico. This 
charming wine has a bright character, showing 

notes of juicy wild cherry, mint and eucalyptus and ac-
cents of leather and truffle. Drink now or wait a few 
years for tannins to tame down. Oasis Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Fattoria Tregole 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This earthy Chianti Classico offers bold aromas 

of truffle, underbrush, dried tobacco and ripe berry. 
The palate delivers succulent black-cherry balanced by 

white pepper, cinnamon and hints of carob. Drink now–
2020. La Ville Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

91 Fontodi 2010 Chianti Classico. Made from 
organic grapes, this succulent wine delivers bal-

samic aromas and juicy black cherry flavors layered with 
cinnamon and white pepper. It’s radiant and structured, 
with big round tannins and edgy acidity. Drink 2015–
2025. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Podere Poggio Scalette 2011 Chianti 
Classico. This lovely selection has intensely 

floral fragrances of rose and iris, with whiffs of balsam 
and leather. The palate shows gorgeous, ripe black cher-
ry and raspberry flavors accented by white pepper and 
baking spices alongside big, polished tannins. Delicious 
and drinking well now, so enjoy through the next two or 
three years. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 San Felice 2010 Chianti Classico. Made 
with Sangiovese, Pugnitello and Colorino, this 

beautiful wine has an intensely floral fragrance of vio-
let and iris, with undertones of dried tobacco and forest 
floor. The palate delivers vibrant wild cherry, white pep-
per and mint along with firm yet elegant tannins. Pre-
mium Brands. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

91 Setriolo 2010 Chianti Classico. This lovely 
wine has hallmark aromas of violet, wild cherry 

and berry, with whiffs of pressed powder. The palate is 
bright and delicious, with marasca cherry, raspberry and 
licorice flavors. Jan D’Amore Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

91 Tenuta di Riseccoli 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. This fragrant selection offers red rose 

and black-cherry aromas punctuated by whiffs of leath-
er and bell pepper. The succulent palate delivers ripe 
black-cherry flavors lifted by firm acidity, youthful tan-
nins and notes of white pepper. Drink after 2015, and 
through 2020. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Villa Cafaggio 2010 Basilica (Chianti 
Classico). This stunning wine boasts a bright, 

vibrant character. The palate has a juicy core of black 
cherry spiced with nutmeg and cinnamon that recalls 
Christmas cake. It’s fresh and delicious, with silky tan-
nins that make it easy to enjoy soon. Ethica Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Antico Borgo di Sugame 2010 Chianti 
Classico. This has lovely aromas of violet, iris 

and woodland berries, with just a hint of truffle. The 
palate is still young and tightly knit, with ripe cherry, 
plum and red currant flavors alongside a hint of green 
pepper. Drink 2015–2022. Singular Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Bandini Villa Pomona 2011 Chianti Clas-
sico. Here’s a classically crafted Chianti Clas-

sico, showing earthy aromas of underbrush and porcini 
mushroom, with whiffs of leather and spice. The palate 
delivers a juicy black-cherry flavor, accented by white 
pepper and herbal spice. It’s tightly knit, with bracing 
but refined tannins. Violette Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Buondonno 2010 Chianti Classico. This 
savory selection offers earthy aromas of under-

brush, truffle and leather. The zesty palate expresses 
tart red cherry flavor punctuated by mint, vanilla and 
espresso accents. It’s nicely balanced, with firm but ripe 
tannins and ample freshness. Artisan Wines, Downey 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Casalvento Radda 2010 Chianti Classi-
co. This young wine shows underbrush aromas, 

with hints of forest floor and mushroom. The palate of-
fers brooding but ripe tannins, with a juicy berry and 
plum core layered with sweet vanilla and café au lait ac-
cents. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Castello di Gabbiano 2011 Chianti Clas-
sico. This vibrant selection offers floral and 

fruit fragrances of violet and red berry. The palate de-
livers juicy red cherry flavor, with white pepper and 
nutmeg accents alongside bracing tannins that should 
soften over the next year or two. Perfect to match with 
barbecues or pastas topped with dense sauces. Treasury 
Wine Estates. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

90 Castello di Gabbiano 2010 Riserva (Chi-
anti Classico). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Castello di Monterinaldi 2010 Chianti 
Classico. This is still somewhat closed on the 

nose but reveals hints of plum and espresso. The pal-
ate is much more expressive, showing ripe red cherry 
notes layered with white pepper, cinnamon, vanilla and 
espresso. A classy and polished wine. Citadel Trading. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Castello di Volpaia 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. This distinctive Chianti Classico has a 

multifaceted bouquet of iris, crushed cherry and truffle 
along with accents of meat and balsamic herbs. It has a 
delicious wild cherry flavor, with a hint of orange zest. 
It’s already enjoyable thanks to its forward personality. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

90 Fattoria di Corsignano 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. Here’s a savory Chianti showing violet 

and plum aromas with hints of leather. The palate offers 
black cherry, prune and white pepper flavors, all nicely 
balanced with edgy but refined tannins and fresh acid-
ity. It will pair beautifully with pastas and bean soups. 
Due Fratelli Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 
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90 Fattoria di Montemaggio 2009 Chianti 
Classico. This has classic aromas of red ber-

ry, violet and porcini mushroom, with a hint of incense. 
The palate shows rich wild cherry flavor, with accents 
of mint and licorice alongside bracing yet elegant tan-
nins and fresh acidity. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Fontodi 2010 Riserva Vigna del Sor-
bo (Chianti Classico). Made with organic 

grapes, this riserva offers very ripe plum and black-
cherry notes layered with pepper, vanilla and coffee ac-
cents. While the fruit is delicious, it’s very ripe tasting 
and has a bit of warmth to the palate and on the finish. 
Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

90 Luiano 2011 Chianti Classico. This zesty 
selection has pretty aromas of violet, rose, mar-

asca cherry and spice. The palate delivers dense wild 
cherry flavor layered with white pepper and hints of 
nutmeg. It’s still tightly tannic but has more freshness 
than most from this hot vintage. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Querceto di Castellina 2010 L’Aura (Chi-
anti Classico). This charming wine shows flo-

ral fragrances of violet and rose, with hints of meat juic-
es and herbs. The juicy palate delivers flavors of black 
cherry and plum alongside well-integrated oaky accents 
of carob and vanilla. Hold onto this for a few more years 
to develop additional complexity. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Renieri 2010 Chianti Classico. This has 
classic aromas of wild cherry, leather and truf-

fle. The palate delivers notes of ripe cherry, raspberry, 
mint, white pepper and white chocolate. A fresh and 
well-balanced selection. Michelangelo Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Rocca di Castagnoli 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Tenuta di Lilliano 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This has a bright bouquet of iris, crushed cher-

ry and mint. A mouthwatering black-cherry flavor leads 
the palate, with accents of nutmeg and white pepper. 
Made in a straightforward style, this will pair wonder-
fully with mildly seasoned cheeses or pasta topped with 
ragu. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Tolaini 2010 Riserva (Chianti Classico). 
This riserva shows ripe aromas of plum and wild 

cherry accompanied by notes of underbrush and oak. 
It has lush black-cherry, raspberry, mint and cinnamon 
flavors, and hints of vanilla and chocolate. It’s enjoyable 
now, thanks to the soft, round tannins and easygoing 
palate. Banville & Jones Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

89 Badia a Coltibuono 2011 RS (Chianti 
Classico). Here’s a luminous Chianti Classico, 

offering upfront wild cherry, violet and iris aromas. The 
bright palate delivers red cherry and cinnamon flavor 
alongside notes of truffle and licorice. Young and for-
ward, this is already enjoyable. Dalla Terra Winery Di-
rect. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Badia a Coltibuono 2010 Chianti Classi-
co. Made with organic grapes, this shows violet 

and toasted aromas of coffee and carob. The palate de-
livers dense, dark fruit with hints of orange peel, herbs 
and well-integrated oak. It’s tightly knit, with lithe tan-
nins. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Bandini Villa Pomona 2010 Riserva (Chi-
anti Classico). This boasts ripe black fruit, 

chocolate and coffee aromas alongside clove and well-
integrated oaky notes that all carry through to the pal-
ate. It has fresh acidity and round tannins, and will pair 
well with game and mildly seasoned cheeses. Violette 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Castello di Cacchiano 2008 Chianti Clas-
sico. This Chianti Classico shows ripe fruit aro-

mas accented with espresso and spice. It has dense wild 
cherry, white pepper and cinnamon flavors layered with 
coffee and espresso notes. While it’s still very tannic, the 
delicious and concentrated fruit balances out the palate. 
Masciarelli Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

89 Castello di Radda 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. This shows underbrush aromas layered 

with hints of espresso and oak, all accompanied by juicy 
cherry, mint and vanilla flavors. It’s not the most typical 
Chianti Classico, but supple and delicious nonetheless. 
It would pair well with chicken cacciatore. Amici Im-
ports, Siema Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Fattoria Poggerino 2010 Chianti Classi-
co. This shows ripe cherry, plum and spice aro-

mas, with hints of oak and mint. The palate is still a bit 
shy but reveals restrained notes of wild cherry, pepper 
and toasty, well-integrated oak. Drink 2015–2020. Vo-
liovino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

89 Felsina 2011 Berardenga (Chianti Clas-
sico). This wine has an intriguing fragrance of 

dill, violet, black fruit, white pepper and new oak. The 
palate is still rather closed, but reveals ripe black cherry 
notes alongside hints of well-integrated oak and mint. It 
has elegant tannins and ample length to the finish. Po-
laner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

89 Gagliole 2010 Rubiolo (Chianti Classi-
co). Rubiolo is a zesty Chianti Classico, with 

earthy aromas of dark cherry, iris and a whiff of leather. 
The palate offers a mouthwatering black-cherry flavor, 
as well as hints of white pepper and cinnamon. It’s fresh 
and enjoyable now. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 I Fabbri 2010 Olinto (Chianti Classico). 
This shows earthy aromas of forest floor, plum 

and leather, with intense notes of bell pepper and whiffs 
of red currant, all of which carry through to the savory 
palate. The fresh acidity makes it a perfect match for 
mildly seasoned cheeses or grilled burgers. Siena Im-
ports, Barsotti Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Le Cinciole 2010 Chianti Classico. This is 
a bright selection, showing wild cherry, leather 

and balsamic notes alongside hints of well-integrated 
oak, pepper and espresso. It’s not complex but it has 
a silky texture and is enjoyable now. Michael Skurnik 
Wines, Estate Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Montesecondo 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This fragrant wine shows rose, violet and berry 

aromas, while the palate offers restrained berry flavors 
laced with hints of white pepper, nutmeg and mineral. 
Its direct, streamlined structure makes it enjoyable now. 
Louis/Dressner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Rocca delle Macìe 2011 Famiglia 
Zingarelli (Chianti Classico). This offers 

upfront aromas of wild cherry, violet and cinnamon. 
The palate shows ripe red cherry, overripe strawberry 
and spice notes in a simple, unfettered style. This will 
work perfectly with pasta with meat sauces or dense to-
mato soups. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 San Giusto a Rentennano 2011 Chianti 
Classico. This offers lovely floral fragrances of 

violet, iris and pressed powder. The palate shows sour 
cherry flavors layered with clove, white pepper, nutmeg 
and espresso notes. The finish is short and dry. de Gra-
zia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

89 Terre di Melazzano 2010 Chiandrè (Chi-
anti Classico). This has violet, cherry and 

graphite aromas punctuated by a hint of vanilla. The 
palate offers bracing tannins and concentrated red-fruit 
flavors layered with well-integrated oak, espresso and 
chocolate. Mike Kaufher Wine Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Vignamaggio 2010 Terre di Prenzano 
(Chianti Classico). Violet and underbrush 

aromas lead on the nose of this wine, with glimmers of 
violet and ripe plum. The palate has wild cherry, mint 
and spice flavors, dusted with a hint of espresso. This is 
well-balanced and fresh, and should develop complex-
ity over the next few years. Bedford International. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Villa Calcinaia 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This has a charming bouquet of rose, violet and 

white pepper. Juicy cherry and strawberry flavors un-
fold on the palate, with nuances of mint and cinnamon. 
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It’s thoroughly enjoyable now, and should pair well with 
soups, pastas or grilled chicken. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Villa S. Andrea 2010 I Massi (Chianti 
Classico). I Massi shows aromas of crushed 

berry, forest floor and dried tobacco. It has plump, can-
died cherry flavors layered with nutmeg, black pepper 
and bright notes of orange zest. Vi.Sco., Panamerican. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Castello di Querceto 2011 Chianti Classi-
co. This opens with oak and coffee aromas sup-

ported by a core of black fruit. The palate offers dense 
cherry, plum and vanilla flavors, with espresso and choc-
olate accents. Pair this with barbecued meats or mildly 
seasoned cheeses. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Castello di Radda 2010 Poggio Servale 
(Chianti Classico). This straightforward se-

lection has aromas of succulent wild cherry, raspberry 
clove and a touch of truffle. The palate shows restrained 
berry, plum and a hint of ripe bell pepper. It’s well 
made, with an easygoing structure perfect for enjoying 
soon. Amici Imports, Siema Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Castello La Leccia 2010 Chianti Classi-
co. This is a charming wine, with scents of vio-

let and crushed cherry. The palate shows dense wild-
cherry flavor alongside hints of pepper, vanilla and 
espresso. It’s not overly complex, but it is delicious. Ide-
al Wine and Spirits Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Castello San Sano 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This wine embodies the allure of young Chianti 

Classico. It has floral and fruit fragrances of violet, berry 
and plum. Juicy black-cherry and white-pepper flavors 
mingle with hints of white mushroom and dried tobacco 
on the palate. ID Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Felsina 2009 Rancia Riserva (Chian-
ti Classico). Rancia Riserva opens with ripe 

plum, red currant and bell pepper aromas. The palate 
shows flavors of black fruit, chocolate and soy sauce 
alongside coffee and oak notes. It has nervous energy 
and intensity, but should develop nicely over the next 
few years. Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $53 

88 San Fabiano 2010 Calcinaia (Chianti 
Classico). Here’s an inky dark wine, with aro-

mas of plum, leather and forest floor. The palate offers 
ripe black-fruit flavors, richened further by oak, choco-
late, vanilla and café au lait sensations. It closes with 
drying wood tannins. Epic Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Terrabianca 2010 Scassino (Chianti Clas-
sico). This straightforward selection shows ripe 

red-cherry and raspberry aromas, along with notes of 
herbs and meat juices. The palate offers juicy black-

fruit flavors accented by a hint of vanilla. This is enjoy-
able now, and cries out for pastas topped with ragu or 
grilled vegetables. Empson (USA) Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Agricoltori del Chianti Geografico 2011 
Lucignano (Chianti Classico). Here’s an 

unpretentious wine with a bright, floral character. It 
has violet and strawberry aromas and a solid core of red 
cherry flavor, sprinkled with white pepper. The tannins 
are a bit brash, but this is still fresh and delicious. USA 
for Little Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Agricoltori del Chianti Geografico 2010 
Contessa di Radda (Chianti Classico). 

This offers red currant, black cherry and chocolate fla-
vors, with a hint of green pepper. It’s round and acces-
sible, with soft tannins. USA for Little Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Banfi 2010 Chianti Classico. A delightful 
wine, with violet and berry aromas followed by 

bright, crunchy red-fruit flavors. A hint of nutmeg adds 
interest to the palate. This is simple, but well made and 
fresh. Pair it with pizza or pasta. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Barone Ricasoli 2011 Brolio (Chianti 
Classico). This young wine offers aromas of 

underbrush and mushroom, along with evident oak and 
toasted notes. The palate is still rather closed but re-
veals oak, plum, espresso and coffee flavors. It’s tightly 
knit, with astringent wood tannins that linger through 
the close. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

87 Bonacchi 2010 Chianti Classico. This 
shows pretty floral and earthy aromas, with 

hints of coffee bean and espresso. The palate shows lots 
of upfront vanilla and oak tones, along with plum and 
black cherry fruit flavors in the background. Tuscany 
Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Candialle 2011 La Misse (Chianti Clas-
sico). Aged partly in concrete vats, this wine 

shows delicate aromas of white pepper, clove and plum. 
The palate reveals juicy berry and red currant flavors 
with black pepper accents. This is still tightly wound, 
with astringent tannins that need time to soften. David 
Bowler Wines, Lemma Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Carpineto 2011 Chianti Classico. This de-
lightful wine has floral and fruity fragrances of 

violet, iris, plum and black cherry. Easygoing and appo-
rachable, the palate delivers a lovely juicy cherry flavor 
accented by soft clove-like spice. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Casa Sola 2010 Chianti Classico. This 
wine shows aromas of toasted oak, black berry 

and espresso. The palate offers forward flavors of black 

cherry, café au lait and chocolate. It’s soft and round, but 
lacks a bit of vibrancy. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Castellare di Castellina 2011 Chianti 
Classico. Earthy fragrances of mint and thyme 

lead the bouquet of this wine, followed by balsamic ac-
cents. The palate opens with ripe plum and black cherry 
flavors, but you’ll also detect some astringent wood tan-
nins. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Castelli del Grevepesa 2010 Clemente 
VII (Chianti Classico). This shows obvious 

toasted oak aromas along with notes of black fruit. The 
palate offers oak-driven flavors of chocolate, espresso 
and vanilla that spice up the dark berry core, along with 
bracing yet round tannins. Duggan’s Distillers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Castello d’Albola 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This straightforward selection leads with aro-

mas of violet and black fruit, while the palate boasts 
crushed cherry and espresso flavors. Easygoing and ap-
proachable, this should pair well with pasta and ragu or 
grilled chicken. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Castello d’Albola 2010 Le Ellere (Chianti 
Classico). Le Ellere has aromas of black fruit, 

red currant and bell pepper. The palate shows black-
cherry and plum flavors layered with chocolate, espres-
so and vanilla. An ideal match for lean grilled steaks or 
mildly seasoned cheeses. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Castello di Bossi 2011 Chianti Classico. 
This reflects the intense heat of the vintage, 

showing mature berry and plum aromas with toasted 
notes. The palate is warm and shows ripe—nearly over-
ripe—black-cherry, chocolate, espresso and spice fla-
vors. It closes with astringent tannins. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Castello di Meleto 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This straightforward selection has aromas of vi-

olet, plum and light toast. The palate offers ripe, black 
fruit and pepper flavors, partnered with brisk acidity 
and firm tannins. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Cecchi 2011 Chianti Classico. This is a 
simple yet well made Chianti Classico with 

fresh and juicy black fruit, cinnamon spice and dense 
plum aromas and flavors. It’s accessible and versatile for 
pairing with food; try it with barbecued chicken, spicy 
soy burgers or pork chops. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

87 Cecchi 2010 Chianti Classico. This offers 
plum and dried tobacco-leaf aromas, with a hint 

of toasted almond. The palate delivers prune and ber-
ry flavors alongside green pepper, espresso and toast-
ed oak accents. This will pair well with hearty Tuscan 
soups. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $15 
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87 Cennatoio 2011 Oro (Chianti Classico). 
This is a forward Chianti Classico with plum, 

espresso and toasted oak aromas. The palate shows ripe 
blackberry, coffee and pepper notes. This would be a 
great partner for gnocchi in cheese sauce. Montcalm 
Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Fattoria Carpineta Fontalpino 2011 Chi-
anti Classico. This earthy wine offers intense 

underbrush and dried tobacco aromas layered with ripe 
berry and white pepper accents. The palate expresses 
flavors of ripe plum, cinnamon-spice and a hint of truf-
fle alongside dusty, drying tannins. Multiple U.S. im-
porters. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Fattoria San Michele a Torri 2010 Chianti 
Classico. La Gabbiola offers aromas of dark 

fruit, espresso and vanilla. The palate shows concentrat-
ed plum and black cherry flavors accented by hints of 
oak and pepper. It’s not overly complex, but it should 
pair well with grilled steaks. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

87 Felsina 2010 Berardenga (Chianti Clas-
sico). Beradenga shows underbrush and oak 

aromas along with berry and white pepper. The palate 
boasts new-wood notes of vanilla and and espresso as 
well as dense black cherry. It has dusty tannins that fin-
ish on a dry note. Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

87 I Fabbri 2011 Lamole (Chianti Classico). 
This wine has a ripe, black fruit fragrance of 

plum and spice. The dense palate shows rich cherry and 
new-oak flavors but it’s more tannic than fresh, a reflec-
tion of the vintage. Barsotti Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Il Colombaio di Cencio 2010 I Massi 
(Chianti Classico). This has iris and cherry 

aromas layered with evident oak and burnt rubber sen-
sations. The palate opens much better thanks ripe ber-
ry, spice and licorice flavors along with oak, coffee bean 
and espresso notes. Vigneti D’Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Il Molino di Grace 2009 Chianti Classico. 
This brooding wine has a ripe character that re-

flects the warmth of the vintage. It shows dense plum, 
black pepper, coffee, chocolate and vanilla sensations, 
along with well integrated oak. Empson (USA) Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $22 

87 La Madonnina 2011 Bello Stento (Chi-
anti Classico). This is a bright, young Chian-

ti Classico, showing violet aromas along with delicous 
strawberry and red-cherry flavors. It’s a simple and food 
friendly wine best enjoyed in its youth. Wine Empori-
um. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 La Madonnina 2010 Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). This riserva offers aromas of plum, 

underbrush and chocolate that carry through to the pal-
ate alongside oak and vanilla accents. It has round, soft 
tannins and a very international, open personality. Wine 
Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Le Fonti 2010 Chianti Classico. This has 
ripe plum and black cherry aromas with hints of 

underbrush, chocolate and spice. On the palate, it offers 
a wild cherry flavor spiced with chocolate and coffee. 
It has a simple structure but is well made. Villa Italia. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Machiavelli 2010 Solatio dei Tani (Chianti 
Classico). This offers plum and orange peel 

aromas with a whiff of white pepper. The palate shows 
ripe black cherry and vanilla flavors along with hints of 
espresso, but then finishes with drying, wood-driven 
tannins. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Melini 2010 Terrarossa (Chianti Classi-
co). This straightforward selection offers plum 

and cherry sensations with hints of espresso and choco-
late. The simple style will work well with pasta dishes 
and cheeses. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Monterotondo 2010 Vaggiolata (Chianti 
Classico). This opens with aromas of under-

brush, oak and mouthwatering red cherry, followed 
by hints of espresso and tobacco leaf. The palate is cut 
short by drying wood tannins that linger through the 
close. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Principe Corsini Fattoria Le Corti 2010 
Chianti Classico. Aged partly in concrete 

vats and partly in oak, this shows concentrated sensa-
tions of ripe plum, sour cherry and raspberry layered 
with espresso notes. Pair this with grilled vegetables or 
spicy cheeses. Henriot Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

87 San Vincenti 2010 Chianti Classico. Pret-
ty fragrances of violet, rose and woodland berry 

lead the bouquet of this wine, with a faint hint of pine 
forest in the back. The palate shows ripe marasca cherry 
as well as sweet-and-sour notes of pickled bell pepper, 
chocolate and oak. Estelle Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Tenuta di Lilliano 2011 Chianti Classico. 
This young Chianti Classico is still a bit closed, 

but it reveals cherry and raspberry sensations along with 
black- and white-pepper notes. It’s still tightly knit but it 
should should open up well after one or two more years 
bottle aging. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

87 Terre di Melazzano 2011 Chiandrè (Chi-
anti Classico). Chiandrè has fresh and flo-

ral fragrances of violet and red berry. The palate shows 
marasca cherry and plum flavors alongside supple tan-

nins and a spicy white pepper accent. Mike Kaufher 
Wine Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

87 Vignavecchia 2010 Chianti Classico. 
Made from 90% Sangiovese and 10% Merlot, 

this has scents of green pepper, sweet plum and vanilla 
layered with espesso and oak. Pair it with cured or bar-
becued meats. Superior Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

87 Villa Calcinaia 2010 Piegaia (Chianti 
Classico). This soft, plummy expression of 

Chianti Classico shows ripe black fruit and roasted cof-
fee bean aromas that carry over to the palate. Thanks 
to its tame acidity and round tannins, this is perfect to 
drink young. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Villa S. Andrea 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This straightforward Chianti Classico has aro-

mas of underbrush, tobacco leaf and forest floor. It has 
a bright character with ripe black cherry, woodland ber-
ries and mint flavors. Vi. Sco., Inc.. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Agricola Querciabella 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. Made with organic grapes, this interna-

tionally-styled wine is still very much on its oak and is 
dominated by toasted wood, coffee and espresso sensa-
tions. Although the palate also shows a ripe plum flavor, 
it has an abrupt finish from drying wood tannins. Mai-
sons Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

86 Agricoltori del Chianti Geografico 2010 
Chianti Classico. This leads with violet, ber-

ry and chocolate aromas, followed by plum and black 
cherry flavors laced with hints of espresso. It’s simply 
structured with fresh acidity and solid tannins. USA for 
Little Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Banfi 2011 Chianti Classico. This young 
wine has aromas of violet and forest floor, while 

the palate reveals ripe strawberry and cherry flavors. 
Forward, easygoing and approachable now, so enjoy 
soon. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Barone Ricasoli 2010 Castello di Bro-
lio (Chianti Classico). This internationally-

styled expression relies heavily on oak. It shows raw and 
toasted oak sensations of vanilla, roasted coffee bean 
and chocolate alongside the plum-fruit core. It finish-
es quickly with drying wood tannins. Dreyfus, Ashby & 
Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

86 Bonacchi 2010 Casalino (Chianti Classi-
co). This shows ripe berry and oak aromas. The 

palate delivers an international flavor profile of domi-
nating coffee, vanilla and toasted notes, with a black 
cherry flavor just beneath the service. Total Wine & 
More. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 
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86 Borgo Scopeto 2010 Chianti Classico. 
The bouquet of this wine boasts aromas of 

plum, earth, spice and vanilla. The palate is still rather 
closed and linear, revealing a black cherry core layered 
with chocolate. The drying wood tannins linger long 
into the finish, ending bitter. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Candialle 2010 Chianti Classico. This bar-
rique-aged Chianti Classico shows cherry and 

espresso aromas. It has very ripe cherry and raspberry 
flavors that are just shy of overripe, along with vanilla 
and coffee notes. You’ll also find drying wood tannins 
that cut the palate short. David Bowler Wines, Lemma 
Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

86 Casaloste 2010 Chianti Classico. This has 
aromas of ripe berry and toast. The palate isn’t 

very expressive but reveals new wood, vanilla and choc-
olate. Give this a few more years to fully develop. Drink 
2015–2020. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Castello Il Palagio 2011 Chianti Classico. 
This shows plum and bell pepper aromas along 

with hints of meat juices and underbrush. The palate is 
quite simple, offering red currant and black cherry fla-
vors that will pair well with pasta al pomodoro. Distinc-
tive Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Castello Il Palagio 2010 Chianti Classico. 
Here’s a direct Chianti Classico with attractive 

plum and vanilla aromas. The palate shows ripe—nearly 
overripe—black cherry and raspberry flavors that fin-
ish rather abruptly on the dry, tannic finish. Distinctive 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

86 Cennatoio 2011 Avorio (Chianti Classi-
co). This shows forward underbrush aromas 

alongside accents of tobacco leaf, berry and oak. The 
palate offers plum, coffee bean, licorice and espresso 
flavors that entice. It has a simple yet accessible struc-
ture. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Fattoria di Valiano 2010 Chianti Classico. 
An upfront aroma of red currant leads the bou-

quet of this wine, with a secondary hint of bell pepper 
that carries over to the palate. It has a tight core of red 
cherry and raspberry flavors alongside some green vege-
tal notes and brash tannins. Aveniù Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Fattoria Vitiano 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This starts off with bell pepper aromas and hints 

of espresso, oak, vanilla, plum and soy sauce. It’s direct 
and straightforward, with an international profile and 
easy personality. Amanzio Tosco. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Lornano 2010 Chianti Classico. This has 
aromas of toasted oak, espresso and spice that 

carry over to the palate along with dark fruit under-

tones. It’s lean and linear without enough rich fruit to 
carry the assertive oak. Verdeor Select Vintages. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

86 Panzanello 2010 Chianti Classico. The 
nose leads with aromas of green pepper, oak, 

vanilla, coffee and espresso that contine into the palate. 
It’s ready now so enjoy soon. It should pair well with 
barbecued meats or game. Verity Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

86 Podere La Cappella 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. This inky and opaque Chianti Classico 

is made in an international style, offering intense oak 
and vanilla aromas. The palate shows overripe plum, 
espresso and green bell pepper flavors. While it starts 
off plush, it has short length with a drying, tannic finish. 
Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Torraccia di Presura 2010 Il Tarocco Chi-
anti Classico. This offers upfront aromas of 

plum and underbrush, with hints of oak and espres-
so. The palate is rather inexpressive but reveals black 
fruit, chocolate and coffee, although its shy on intensity 
and energy. Americal Beverage Group Inc. Best Buy. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Villa di Geggiano 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This wine boasts an oak-driven character, with 

aromas of espresso, coffee and toasted almond. The pal-
ate shows red and black fruit layered with accents of 
oak, chocolate and black pepper. Technically well made, 
it’s shy on personality and length. Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

85 Agricoltori del Chianti Geografico 2011 
Chianti Classico. This wine has a forward 

aroma of red currant and a hint of toasted coffee bean. 
The palate shows black cherry, raspberry and some 
espresso, but it’s already evolved, reflecting the heat 
and forward nature of the vintage. Epic Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Barone Ricasoli 2010 Colledila (Chianti 
Classico). This retro-styled Chianti Classi-

co is so dominated by aggressive, raw oak it recalls the 
1990s, when producers all over Italy experimented with 
new barriques—to mixed results. Underneath all the 
oak, chocolate and coffee, you can detect muffled black 
fruit sensations. It closes with astringent wood tannins. 
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $66 

85 Bindi Sergardi 2010 Chianti Classico. 
Oak dominates the overall character of this 

wine, with forward notes of toasted wood, tobacco leaf, 
roasted coffee bean and a hint of plum. There’s more 
wood than fruit here. Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Fattoria di Montecchio 2010 Chianti Clas-
sico. This shows delicate floral aromas along 

with dominant bell pepper and sawdust sensations. The 

palate is dominated by oaky flavors of roasted coffee 
beans and espresso, giving the wine an anonymous per-
sonality and style. Village Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Franzinelli Socini Guelfi 2010 La Casa-
ccia (Chianti Classico). This shows under-

brush aromas of tobacco leaf and mushroom. The pal-
ate is disjointed, with ripe black fruit, green tannins 
and rustic notes of barnyard. Frank Johnson Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Rocca di Montegrossi 2011 Chianti Clas-
sico. This densely colored Chianti Classico 

opens with solid plum aromas and flavors layered with 
toasty accents. Aggressive and astringent wood tannins 
combine with a lack of evident freshness on the palate, 
ending with an abrupt, bitter finish. Multiple U.S. im-
porters. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

85 Vescine 2010 Castelvecchi (Chianti Clas-
sico). This shows very evident oak aromas 

along with toast, coffee, vanilla and incense notes. The 
palate reflects the heavy wood influence that muffles the 
dark fruit just below the surface. Drying wood tannins 
cut the finish short. Serendipity Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

85 Vignavecchia 2011 Chianti Classico. 
From a very hot and difficult vintage, this Chi-

anti Classico has unusual aromas of dill, thyme and toast-
ed oak that carry over to the palate. It’s already evolved 
with a short finish. Superior Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

85 Viticcio 2010 Chianti Classico. This young 
Chianti Classico has wild cherry and espresso 

aromas, but the palate is dominated by raw oak and va-
nilla flavors. It’s direct and oaky, with more fruity rich-
ness needed to blance the woody tones. Massanois Im-
ports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

84 Castello di Gabbiano 2010 Bellezza (Chi-
anti Classico). If you’re really into invasive 

oak, this might be your wine. The woody notes on this 
wine is so fierce, it recalls a lumberyard and fresh saw-
dust. The aggressive wood covers the fruit, although you 
can detect some coffee and espresso notes throughout. 
Treasury Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

84 L’Orcio 2010 Ca’ di Pesa (Chianti Classi-
co). This is loaded with new oak, toasted wood, 

vanilla and espresso aromas, but light on fruit aromas 
and flavors. It needs a bit more fruity richness to main-
tain balance. Global Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

84 Le Regge 2010 Chianti Classico. This 
densely colored wine is still very much on its 

oak, with toasted coffee bean and sawdust aromas. The 
palate shows evident wood, vegetal notes and red cur-
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rant. Green, bitter tannins cut the finish short. WS Se-
lections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

83 La Porta di Vertine 2010 Chianti Classi-
co. This wine shows both sweet and bitter sen-

sations that include ripe fruit aromas along with rustic 
farmyard notes. The palate shows overripe plum and va-
nilla extract framed by green, bitter tannins. Multiple 
U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

83 Poggio Bonelli 2010 Chianti Classico. 
This wine shows plum and toasted oak sensa-

tions with hints of animal and barnyard. The palate of-
fers overripe black fruit flavors along with astringent 
tannins that cut the finish short. Enotria Wine Import. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

83 Rignana 2010 Chianti Classico. This has 
somewhat acrid aromas of animal and farmyard, 

while the palate offers a very ripe plum flavor that’s just 
short of being overripe, as well as vanilla and choco-
late sensations. It finishes on a bitter note. Panebianco. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

82 Fattoria Carpineta Fontalpino 2010 Chi-
anti Classico. This shows rustic sensations of 

overripe black fruit, animal and hints of barnyard that 
contrast with harsh and astringent tannins. Multiple 
U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

81 Castello di Selvole 2010 Chianti Classi-
co. This opens with aromas of oak and roasted 

coffee bean along with pungent whiffs of farm animals. 
The palate offers a sour cherry flavor and bitterly astrin-
gent tannins. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

brunello di  
monTalcino

92 Castelli Martinozzi 2008 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14% Price: $42 

89 Casisano Colombaio 2008 Brunello di 
Montalcino. This is still somewhat closed, with 

subdued aromas of underbrush and tobacco leaf. The 
palate is not too expressive, but reveals red cherry, white 
pepper and cinnamon flavors. This tannins are still very 
astringent, though they should soften with time. Drink 
after 2018. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

rosso di monTalcino

90 Canalicchio di Sopra 2011 Rosso di Mon-
talcino. This spicy rosso combines structure 

with sheer drinkability. It offers a beautiful bouquet 
of rose, violet and strawberry, while the palate reveals 

ripe black cherry, white pepper, tea and cinnamon fla-
vors wrapped up in silky tannins. This is easily drinkable 
now, and best enjoyed young. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Casisano Colombaio 2011 Rosso di 
Montalcino. This delightful rosso has enticing 

fragrances of violet, iris and red berry. The bright pal-
ate delivers wild cherry, white pepper and mint flavors 
framed by silky tannins. This is made to be drunk young, 
so enjoy soon. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

88 Castelli Martinozzi 2011 Rosso di Mon-
talcino. This rosso has earthy fragrances of 

truffle, underbrush and smoke, with a hint of meat 
juice. The palate offers ample black cherry flavor, with 
hints of menthol and white pepper. It’s warm and for-
ward, so drink soon. Acnam LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Argiano 2011 Rosso di Montalcino. Here’s 
a rosso offering underbrush, tobacco leaf and 

bright cherry aromas accompanied by ripe berry, pep-
per and mushroom flavors. Structured but thoroughly 
enjoyable, pair this with pasta topped with meat sauces 
or mildly seasoned cheeses. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

vino nobile di  
monTepulciano

94 Contucci 2009 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. For full review see page 3. 

abv: 14% Price: $29 

94 Dei 2010 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
This savory wine has earthy and fruity fragranc-

es of underbrush, spice and plum. The palate delivers a 
lush dark cherry flavor, accented by white pepper, cin-
namon and licorice spice. With its fresh acidity and firm 
but elegant tannins, this has complexity and modest ag-
ing potential. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

93 Antico Colle 2010 Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano. Here’s a classically crafted selec-

tion, with a lovely floral and earthy fragrance. The pal-
ate shows dark plum and black cherry flavors laced with 
white pepper, mint and balsamic accents. While it has 
tame acidity, it’s still tightly wound and needs just a few 
years to soften and develop additional complexity; drink 
after 2015. Vi Wines, J & J Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

93 Lunadoro 2010 Tradizionale (Vino Nobi-
le di Montepulciano). As its name suggests, 

Tradizionale is classically crafted. Aged in large French 
casks, this has alluring fragrances of violet, plum and 
black pepper, while the palate delivers black cherry and 
tobacco flavors layered with carob notes. It’s nicely bal-
anced, with soft tannins and fresh acidity. USA Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $31 

93 Montemercurio 2007 Damo (Vino Nobi-
le di Montepulciano). Damo has earthy fra-

grances of tobacco leaf, underbrush and truffle, along 
with notes of raspberry and spice. The palate shows ripe 
black cherry, vanilla and sweet spice flavors, as well as a 
hint of licorice. This has nice depth and balance, but will 
be more complex after 2017. Delectatio Wines. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $65 

93 Villa S. Anna 2009 Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano. This shows floral and underbrush 

aromas of violet, forest floor and woodland berries. The 
palate offers ripe black cherry, red currant, Asian spice 
and toasted notes. It’s structured yet elegant, with firm 
but fine tannins and nice depth. It’s ready now, so enjoy 
soon. Rosenthal Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

92 Il Conventino 2010 Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano. Made from organically grown 

grapes, this wine boasts a refined bouquet of violet, iris 
and baking spices. The palate delivers a core of dark 
cherry and raspberry flavors with white pepper and a 
hint of herbs. It’s elegant, with a bright, silky palate and 
nice length. Vignaioli. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Canneto 2009 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Here’s a savory selection, offering earthy 

and balsamic aromas of underbrush, tobacco and Med-
iterranean herbs. The restrained palate reveals ripe 
plum, cassis and licorice notes layered with chewy tan-
nins and a warm midpalate. Selected Estates of Europe 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Carpineto 2004 Poggio Sant’Enrico (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Made from 

Sangiovese selected from top sites in Carpineto’s Pog-
gio Sant’Enrico vineyards and aged in barriques, this 
wine opens with plum, underbrush and coffee aromas. 
The palate is youthful and well balanced, delivering 
restrained black fruit, spice, espresso and oak flavors. 
Drink after 2016. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

91 Carpineto 2004 Sant’Ercolano (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). This savory wine 

has earthy aromas of truffle, forest floor and woodland 
berries. The dense palate offers concentrated plum and 
raspberry flavors laced with accents of chocolate and 
pipe tobacco. This has a mature palate with tertiary 
sensations and depth. Drink now–2019. Opici Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $70 

91 Folonari 2010 Torcalvano (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). Torcalvano has fruit and 

spice aromas of plum, cassis and vanilla, as well as hints 
of coffee and oak. The palate boasts bracing but fine 
tannins, and reveals a black-cherry core layered with 
notes of espresso, white pepper and cinnamon. Ko-
brand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 
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90 Avignonesi 2010 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. Avignonesi’s Vino Nobile offers an al-

luring fragrance of rose petal and balsamic herbs along 
with cherry and spice accents. The palate delivers re-
strained black fruit flavors alongside notes of choco-
late and licorice. Despite the tannic finish, this is fast 
approaching its ideal drinking window. Martin Scott 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

90 La Braccesca 2010 Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano. Here’s a bold and savory wine, 

with forward plum and coffee aromas and a hint of 
spice. The dense palate shows ripe plum, chocolate and 
coffee flavors, with spicy accents and big but round tan-
nins. This is almost ready now, so enjoy soon. Ste. Mi-
chelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Palazzo Vecchio 2010 Maestro (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Maestro opens 

with fruit and balsamic aromas of red currant, grilled 
pepper and Mediterranean herbs. The palate is still 
quite tight and closed, but reveals soft flavors of plum, 
black cherry, espresso and nutmeg. This needs a little 
more time to open up, so give it a few more years in the 
cellar. De Santis Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

89 Bindella 2009 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. This fragrant wine offers mature cherry, 

white pepper and cinnamon aromas, with a whiff of vio-
let in the back. The palate shows ripe plum and rasp-
berry fruits, layered with nutmeg and licorice accents. 
Thanks to soft tannins and tame acidity, this is ready to 
drink now. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

89 Bindella 2009 I Quadri (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). I Quadri offers violet and 

iris aromas accented by vanilla and toasted oak sensa-
tions. The palate shows a black pepper streak wrapped 
around a core of plum and ripe cherry, finishing on a 
roasted coffee bean note. It’s forward and ready to enjoy 
soon. Select Beverage Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Casale di Daviddi 2010 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This wine leads with entic-

ing floral and earthy fragrances, and just a hint of meaty 
character. The palate is a bit closed, but reveals sweet 
black cherry, plum and spicy pepper notes. This is still 
very tannic and will be better after 2015. WS Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Fattoria Del Cerro 2006 Riserva Antica 
Chiusina (Vino Nobile di Montepulcia-

no). Made only in outstanding vintages, this riserva of-
fers aromas of plum, oak and coffee. The palate delivers 
raspberry, red currant and chocolate flavors accented 
by toasted oak and licorice notes. It has bracing tannins 
that still need some time to loosen up, so drink 2016–
2021. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

89 La Ciarliana 2007 Vigna Scianello (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). This is a bold and 

savory selection, with intense fragrances of violet, plum 
and red licorice. The rich palate shows prune, cassis, 
clove, anisette and espresso, with big but round tannins 
and surprising freshness for the vintage. The finish ends 
with the warmth of alcohol. Maximum Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

89 Tenuta Valdipiatta 2010 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This leads with beautiful 

scents of violet, berry, spice and pressed powder, while 
the palate reveals a black cherry core peppered by hints 
of spice and licorice. This already seems evolved, with 
smooth, round tannins and an accessible nature. Ready 
now, so enjoy soon. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Trerose 2010 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. This straightforward, unpretentious ros-

so offers earthy and floral aromas of iris, leather and a 
whiff of truffle. The palate is restrained, delivering wild 
cherry, white pepper and anisette flavors, along with 
drying tannins. Vindino Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

88 Boscarelli 2010 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. This offers intense aromas of violet, 

plum and crushed berry along with a whiff of orange 
zest. The palate opens with wild cherry, black fruit and 
nutmeg flavors, but then concludes rather abruptly with 
dry tannins on the finish. Empson (USA) Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Fanetti - Tenuta S. Agnese 2007 Riserva 
(Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). This riser-

va shows initial prune and tobacco aromas followed by 
dark cherry, blackberry and coffee flavors. The palate is 
lean and restrained, with smooth tannins and mineral 
notes. Showing the forward nature of the vintage, this is 
already drinking well and should be enjoyed soon. Eno-
tec Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Le Bertille 2007 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. An earthy underbrush aroma mingles 

with scents of plum and prune, with just a hint of flint 
in the background. The palate is warm, showing a spirit- 
soaked black cherry and balsamic herb flavor. While this 
still retains some freshness, the tannins are smoothing 
out and the fruit is fading, so drink soon. Singular Se-
lections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

88 Poliziano 2010 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. This wine is fragrant and forward, with 

aromas of violet, black fruit, incense and oak. The pal-
ate reveals plum and black cherry flavors layered with 
wood-driven sensations of chocolate, espresso, vanilla 
and toast. While this has ripe fruit and is smoothly pol-
ished, it’s also fairly straightforward. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Tenuta Valdipiatta 2007 Vigna d’Alfiero 
(Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). From the 

very warm 2007 vintage, this offers earthy aromas of un-
derbrush, truffle and overripe berry. The palate is warm 
and evolved, with concentrated black fruit and round 
tannins, but it lacks freshness and energy. Drink soon. 
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Antico Colle 2007 Riserva Il Saggio (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). From the scald-

ing 2007 vintage, this riserva has ripe black fruit aromas 
and hints of toasted oak and burnt rubber. The palate 
shows ripe black fruit, espresso and vanilla flavors, and 
finishes abruptly with drying wood tannins. Vi Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

87 Bindella 2007 Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Underbrush, mushroom 

and tobacco leaf aromas lead the nose of this wine, with 
accents of vanilla and espresso. The palate shows ma-
ture plum and coffee flavors. It’s shy on vibrancy and 
freshness, so drink soon. Select Beverage Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 Carpineto 2007 Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). This has bell pepper and red 

currant aromas along with obvious oak and vanilla sen-
sations, all of which carry over to the palate alongside 
a forward espresso note. A bit shy on vibrancy, it’s also 
tightly tannic and demonstrates the heat of the vintage. 
Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 Corte alla Flora 2010 Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano. Aromas of ripe plum, exotic spic-

es, incense and a hint of bell pepper unfold on the nose 
of this wine. The palate delivers ripe and extracted black 
fruit and red currant flavors, with green pepper and 
chocolate accents. This is very tannic and light on fresh-
ness, with an abrupt finish. Noble Tuscan Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Fattoria del Cerro 2010 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This has a spicy bouquet of 

black pepper, nutmeg and plum punctuated by san-
dalwood notes. The palate is subdued, revealing bit-
ter cherry, vanilla and coffee flavors. The finish is short, 
with drying tannins. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Gattavecchi 2010 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. This wine offers upfront plum and 

spice aromas, punctuated by hints of toasted oak. The 
restrained palate reveals black fruit, white pepper and 
licorice notes, and a warm midpalate. Deutsch Family 
Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Gracciano della Seta 2010 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This has a floral bouquet of 

violet and iris, with hints of red currant and black fruit. 
The palate is a bit shy, but reveals sweet plum and spice 
flavors, with hints of chocolate and café au lait. A bit 



40 | WinE EnTHuSiaST | OcTOBEr 2013

buyingguide
short on freshness and length, so drink this within the 
next few years. Ideal Wine and Spirits Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Il Faggeto 2010 Pietra del Diavolo (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). This has scents 

of ripe plum, black cherry and truffle. The palate shows 
notes of plum, bitter cherry, espresso and oaky vanilla. 
It’s aggressively tannic, with a short, drying finish. Vig-
naioli. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

87 Poggio alla Sala 2010 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This leads with aromas of 

black fruit, toasted oak and espresso. The palate delivers 
ripe plum, chocolate, espresso and toasted wood flavors. 
Soft and ready now, with an easy-pleasing personality. 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Tenuta Santavenere 2010 Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano. This wine starts off with 

aromas of dark fruit, mint and toasted oak. The palate 
shows lots of toasted wood flavors in the form of coffee 
and vanilla, as well as plum and bitter cherry fruits. Still 
quite tannic now, so drink after 2015, but don’t cellar 
it for much longer than that. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $18 

86 Salcheto 2010 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. The nose of this wine is brimming with 

dark fruit, spice and toasted-oak fragrances. The palate 
shows oaky notes of coffee and toast, with soft plum and 
pepper undertones. It’s straightforward, with a drying, 
tannic finish. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2010 
Vecchia Cantina (Vino Nobile di Montep-

ulciano). Here’s a simple, direct Vino Nobile, with 
aromas of plum, toast and coffee followed by a linear 
palate of black fruit, espresso and a hint of bell pep-
per flavor. Pair this with grilled meats or salami. Wines 
LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

85 Fattoria della Talosa 2009 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This shows forward red cur-

rant, vanilla and oak aromas. Demonstrating the heat of 
the vintage, the palate is warm and evolved but reveals 
black fruit, coffee and evident toasted oak. Drink this 
soon. Masciarelli Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

85 La Ciarliana 2010 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. This has an earthy nose of truffle and 

tobacco leaf, with a hint of leather. The palate shows 
some rustic notes along with overripe plum, black berry 
and spice. While this has tight, drying tannins, the fruit 
and freshness are evolved. Maximum Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

85 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2010 
Poggio Stella (Vino Nobile di Montepul-

ciano). This wine is loaded with aromas of new oak, 
coffee and toasted walnut. The palate is dominated by 

oak, chocolate and vanilla, with secondary prune and 
plum flavors. It finishes with astringent wood tannins. 
Supreme Wines & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

85 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2010 
Redi (Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). This 

shows oak, plum, espresso and even some bell pepper 
scents on the nose. The palate is straightforward yet 
lush, with black fruit, chocolate and toasted oak flavors. 
It has drying tannins but not much freshness or length. 
Multiple U.S. importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

rosso di  
monTepulciano

90 Contucci 2011 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
This excellent rosso has alluring fragrances of 

violet, plum and a touch of leather. The delicious palate 
delivers plum, black cherry and spice flavors. Vibrant 
and delightful. Caffo Beverages Inc, Kiwi Distributing. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Gattavecchi 2012 Rosso di Montepulci-
ano. This is a lovely rosso that has the fresh-

ness and drinkability so many Vino Nobiles lack these 
days. This shows bright violet and plum aromas, with 
delicious wild cherry and nutmeg flavors balanced by 
silky tannins and bright acidity. Deutsch Family Wine 
& Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Tenuta Valdipiatta 2011 Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano. This Rosso di Montepulciano of-

fers pretty floral fragrances of violet and rose typical of 
Sangiovese and Mammolo grapes. The palate boasts 
wild cherry and white pepper flavors, with a hint of cin-
namon. This is silky smooth and easy to drink; it’s ready 
now, so enjoy soon. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Villa S. Anna 2010 Rosso di Montepulci-
ano. A fragrant rosso, with a lovely floral aroma  

of violet and cherry undertones. The palate delivers 
bright, red fruit flavors and spice notes with elegant 
tannins and fresh acidity. This is a vibrant and enjoy-
able red to drink young and pair with virtually every-
thing from pasta to fish to grilled meats. Rosenthal Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Bindella 2011 Fossolupaio (Rosso di 
Montepulciano). Here’s a delightful and fresh 

rosso, offering ripe strawberry and black pepper aromas 
that carry over to the palate alongside bright cherry and 
cinnamon notes. Chill it down slightly for five minutes 
for a perfect warm-weather red. Selected Estates of Eu-
rope Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Dei 2011 Rosso di Montepulciano. A pret-
ty rosso, with floral and fruit fragrances of violet 

and crushed red berries. The palate shows ripe plum 

and black cherry flavors, dusted with nutmeg spice. It’s 
silky, bright and ready to enjoy now. de Grazia Imports 
LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

88 Il Conventino 2011 Rosso di Montepul-
ciano. Here’s a forward and friendly selection, 

made from Sangiovese and other native grapes. It offers 
a floral nose of violet and iris, with delicious wild cherry 
and spice flavors. This is ready to drink, so enjoy soon. 
Vignaioli. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Poggio alla Sala 2012 Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano. Here’s a delightful rosso, offer-

ing spicy and earthy fragrances of clove and pepper as 
well as whiffs of leather and forest floor. The palate of-
fers delicious dark plum flavors layered with spice. This 
is enjoyable, very well balanced and is perfect to pair 
with salami or seasoned cheese. Deutsch Family Wine 
& Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Casale di Daviddi 2011 Rosso di Montep-
ulciano. This friendly rosso has aromas of ripe 

plum and black fruits, with a hint of tobacco leaf. The 
palate shows sweet black cherry and plum flavors laced 
with cinnamon spice. The warm midpalate is uplifted 
by just enough freshness, but this is best enjoyed young. 
WS Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Fattoria del Cerro 2011 Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano. This rosso has a fruity bouquet of 

plum and black berries, punctuated by orange peel and 
a whiff of espresso. The palate shows black fruit flavors 
accented by chocolate and coffee notes. This has a short 
finish but is soft and meant to be enjoyed young. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Poliziano 2011 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
This rosso has a pretty bouquet of fruit and flo-

ral aromas, with an underpinning of spice. The palate 
is soft, with ripe plum, cinnamon and chocolate flavors, 
and while well made, it doesn’t have a lot of personality. 
This is ripe and ready, so enjoy soon. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

86 Antico Colle 2011 Rosso di Montepulci-
ano. This rosso boasts fruity fragrances of ripe 

cherry and plum, with a hint of orange peel and toasted 
oak. The palate shows ripe plum and black cherry fla-
vors laced with espresso and chocolate accents. Drink 
this young and pair it with pastas or grilled white meats. 
Vi Wines, J & J Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

86 Boscarelli 2011 Prugnolo (Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano). This wine leads with a spicy bou-

quet of plum and white pepper. The palate shows simi-
lar note, but with an added touch of hot cinnamon. It’s 
fresh and enjoyable now, so drink up. Empson (USA) 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 
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86 Canneto 2011 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
This shows fruity fragrances of black cherry, 

plum and red currant, with a soft pepper note. The 
palate offers juicy cherry and cinnamon flavors, and al-
though forward, it has some freshness and a bright char-
acter. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

86 Gracciano della Seta 2011 Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano. Here’s a lively rosso made from 

Prugnolo Gentile, Canaiolo and Merlot that offers an 
alluring violet and strawberry fragrance. Simple but 
well made, the palate delivers bright cherry and cinna-
mon spice, with freshness and a clean finish. Made to 
be drunk young. Ideal Wine and Spirits Co. Inc. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

86 La Braccesca 2011 Sabazio (Rosso di 
Montepulciano). This is a brawny, earthy ros-

so that boasts ripe plum, black licorice and spice notes. 
It has big but smooth tannins and, despite the dense 
fruit, a soft texture and forward nature. This is made to 
be enjoyed young. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 La Ciarliana 2010 Rosso di Montepulcia-
no. This spicy rosso has plum and pepper aro-

mas that carry over onto the palate, along with a hint 
of licorice. It’s linear, lively and fresh. Pair it with pasta 
topped with spicy tomato sauces or not too seasoned 
cheeses. Maximum Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Montemercurio 2009 Petaso (Rosso di 
Montepulciano). This wine shows very ripe 

black fruit aromas, with oak and vanilla sensations in 
the background. The palate offers ripe plum and cassis 
flavors, enhanced by accents of pepper, spice, espresso 
and roasted coffee beans. It’s fresh and still a bit tight, 
but enjoyable now. Delectatio Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

86 Palazzo Vecchio 2011 Rosso di Montep-
ulciano. A straightforward rosso, this is made 

from Sangiovese and other native grapes. It offers plum 
and spice aromas and wild cherry and black fruit flavors, 
all layered with white pepper. This is made to be en-
joyed young. De Santis Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $26 

86 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2012 
Redi (Rosso di Montepulciano). This fra-

grant selection shows violet and plum aromas, with a 
hint of spice and herbs. The palate delivers ripe plum, 
bitter cherry, spice and coffee sensations. The palate is 
still young and tightly tannic, but fresh. Pair this with 
pasta dishes and young cheeses. Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

85 Avignonesi 2011 Rosso di Montepulcia-
no. Red fruit and spice aromas lead the bou-

quet of this wine. The palate is a bit subdued, but re-
veals red cherry and strawberry flavors alongside ac-

cents of white pepper. There’s a subtle warmth to the 
midpalate. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

85 Corte alla Flora 2011 Rosso di Montep-
ulciano. Made from Sangiovese and a bit of 

Colorino, this has an earthy nose of truffle and under-
brush, with a hint of iris and a whiff of leather. Reflect-
ing the forward nature of the vintage, the palate is soft 
and warm, with sweet wild cherry, plum and round tan-
nins. Drink soon. Noble Tuscan Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

85 Fattoria della Talosa 2011 Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano. This pretty rosso has typical fra-

grances of dark fruit and spice. The palate shows ripe 
plum and cherry layered with cinnamon notes. It’s fresh 
and ready to enjoy now, and would pair well with pasta 
dishes or grilled chicken. Masciarelli Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $11 

85 Il Faggeto 2011 Lupaio (Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano). This rosso offers plum and toast 

aromas, as well as a hint of coffee beans. The palate 
shows ripe plum and chocolate flavors. While this is 
warm and forward, it finishes with drying and astringent 
tannins. Vignaioli. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 Le Bertille 2010 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
This rosso offers aromas of plum, toasted oak 

and espresso. The palate shows attractive plum, black 
cherry, chocolate and vanilla flavors. While this has nice 
freshness, the length is cut short by very drying wood 
tannins. Singular Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

85 Lunadoro 2011 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
This is an accessible red, with aromas of black 

fruit, exotic spices and oak. The palate shows plum, 
chocolate and bitter cherry flavors and a warmth that 
reflects the heat of the vintage. Drink soon. USA Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

84 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2012 
Poggio Stella (Rosso di Montepulciano). 

This shows upfront overripe plum and black cherry aro-
mas along with accents of coffee and toasted oak. The 
palate has plum flavors but shows aggressive tannins 
and a lack of evident freshness. You’ll also detect some 
green, vegetal notes and astringency. Vinum Wine Im-
porting and Distributing LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

83 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2012 
Rosso di Montepulciano. Plum, chocolate 

and oak lead on the nose of this wine. A rather inexpres-
sive palate reveals prune, mocha and vanilla notes. Hol-
low with short length and a drying finish. Vinum Wine 
Importing & Distributing, Franco Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

oTher Tuscan reds

91 Castello di Gabbiano 2010 Alleanza (To-
scana). This delicious Merlot and Cabernet 

Sauvignon blend offers an alluring fragrance of black-
berry, red currant and thyme punctuated by tarry, leath-
er aromas. The palate shows ample plum flavor layered 
with chocolate and cinnamon accents, as well as round, 
polished tannins. Treasury Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Rascioni e Cecconello 2012 Rotulaia 
Ciliegiolo (Maremma Toscana). Made 

entirely from the native Tuscan grape Ciliegiolo, this 
charming wine has a delicate floral bouquet of violet, 
iris, rose and pepper. The silky palate delivers bright, 
ripe cherry and raspberry notes accompanied by min-
eral and white pepper accents. It’s polished, smooth and 
incredibly enjoyable. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Livernano 2010 Red (Toscana). This shows 
toasted aromas along with underbrush and truf-

fle. The palate delivers ripe plum, vanilla, chocolate 
espresso and toasted oak flavors. It’s international in 
style, well made and enjoyable. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Argiano 2011 Non Confunditur (Tos-
cana). This blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot, Syrah and Sangiovese offers earthy aromas of 
violet, plum, leather and meat juice. The palate deliv-
ers ripe blackberry, chocolate, orange zest, pepper and 
nutmeg flavors, all enveloped in smooth, round tannins. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

88 Rascioni e Cecconello 2010 Poggio 
Ciliegio (Maremma Toscana). Made using 

Ciliegiolo, a native grape, this boasts obvious oak, coffee 
and tobacco leaf aromas. The dense palate offers rich 
plum and espresso flavors. It’d be interesting to see this 
aged in large neutral casks instead of barriques to have 
the complexity but less obvious wood sensations that 
muffle the grape. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

87 Piazzano 2009 Riserva Rio Camera-
ta (Chianti). This opens with aromas of vio-

let, leather and black fruit. The palate offers flavors of 
dense plum, black cherry and white pepper. There’s a 
warmth to the midpalate, and the finish is a little fleet-
ing. Superior Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Tenuta Valdipiatta 2011 Chianti Colli 
Senesi. Here’s a pretty Chianti from the Sene-

si hills, made in an easy-drinking style, with delicate flo-
ral aromas and a bright palate of cherry and strawberry. 
This should be enjoyed young and would pair beauti-
fully with pastas and grilled chicken. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 
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whiTe wine

89 Palagetto 2012 Tenute Niccolai (Vernac-
cia di San Gimignano). This spicy Vernaccia 

has lovely fragrances of jasmine and pear, with glimmers 
of clove and white pepper. The refreshing palate deliv-
ers flavors of pear, green apple, banana peel and nut-
meg. It has a crisp finish that cleans the palate. Angelini 
Wine. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

rosé

87 Casalvento Radda 2012 Rosè (Toscana). 
Made from Sangiovese, this refreshing rosé has 

floral aromas of iris and white violet. The palate offers 
strawberry, crushed cherry and pink grapefruit flavors. 
Thanks to its crisp nature, this would work wonderfully 
with pizza. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

other europe

bulgaria

89 Castra Rubra 2008 Via Diagonalis Red 
(Thracian Valley). Big boned and brawny, 

this is a lushly textured wine full of intensely ripe black 
plum and cherry flavors. It’s richly fruity, but textured 
with velvety tannins, crushed granite notes and a hit of 
acidity that lingers on the finish. A blend of Bulgarian 
and international grape varieties. McM Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Castra Rubra 2008 CR Red (Thracian Val-
ley). Rich, black cherry flavors layered with va-

nilla, spice and toast makes this an especially decadent 
Bordeaux-style blend. It’s voluptuous and supple, but 
fine, grippy tannins and a rich coffee finish gives it com-
plexity and structure. An exciting find from Bulgaria. 
McM Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

87 Castra Rubra 2009 Pendar Red (Thracian 
Valley). Lush, jammy black fruit fills the pal-

ate on this dense, boldly structured blend of Bulgarian 
Rubin and Merlot grapes. It’s undeniably juicy and for-
ward, but balanced by a streak of sharp acidity and soft, 
chalky tannins that linger. McM Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Gulbanis 2011 Surge Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Danube River Plains). Plush and 

fruity, this Bulgarian Cabernet shines a spotlight on 
ripe, luscious black-cherry flavors. Milk chocolate and 
coffee notes mingle with soft, chalky tannins on the 
midpalate, adding substance and flair. Finishes with just 
a hint of green. McM Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

croaTia

89 Saints Hills 2010 Sv Roko Plavac Mali 
(Neretvansko Vinogorje). Bright red cher-

ry and plum flavors are cloaked in layers of chocolate, 
leather and dried herbs on this lush, luxurious Plavac 
Mali. The palate is deeply penetrating with ripe black 
fruit, and a tannic structure that builds in density to-
wards the finish. Soft floral notes add a feminine flair. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $29 

czech republic

87 Vino z Czech 2011 Rivaner (Moravia). 
Intense floral and yellow peach aromas mingle 

with dusty mineral and savory dried-herb notes on this 
elegant, quaffable white wine. It’s medium bodied with 
a round, easy-drinking structure and a hint of bitter lime 
pith on the finish. Czech Wine Imports, INC. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Vino z Czech 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Moravia). Rich, ripe blackberry and plum 

flavors are touched with dusty, dark mineral notes and 
hints of brine on this full-bodied Cabernet. It’s textured 
on the palate with soft, furry tannins and a hint of bit-
terness that lingers on the finish. Czech Wine Imports, 
INC. —A.I. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $15 

86 Vino z Czech 2011 Grüner Veltliner 
(Moravia). Crisp, slightly underripe melon 

and quince tones lend freshness to white blossoms on 
this pretty, easy-drinking Grüner. The acidity is striking, 
a zippy streak of lemon and lime, bristling on the palate, 
along with a flurry of green, leafy notes that mark the 
finish. Czech Wine Imports, INC. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Vino z Czech 2009 Pinot Blanc (Moravia). 
Salty sea-breeze notes lend an intriguing miner-

ality to this brisk, lemon-scented white wine. It’s pleas-
antly fruity with hints of crisp green melon and quince, 
but anchored by a bitter lime-pith note. Full bodied, yet 
refreshingly easy on the palate. Czech Wine Imports, 
INC. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Vino z Czech NV Cabernet Moravia 
(Moravia). The Cabernet Moravia grape is a 

cross between Cabernet Franc and Zweigelt. Here, it 
incorporates all of Cab Franc’s leafy herbaceousness 
and Zweigelt’s tart, cranberry flavors in a refreshing 
wine. It’s delicate in concentration, but easy drinking, 
with lots of green, grassy notes on the finish. Czech 
Wine Imports, INC. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

85 Vino z Czech 2011 Welschriesling (Mora-
via). Smoke and struck-flint notes add a dark 

tone to this savory, herb-inflected white wine. The pal-
ate is round and rich, and finishes with a reverberating 

hint of salt and bitter lemon rind. Czech Wine Imports, 
INC. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

84 Vino z Czech 2011 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Moravia). Wispy hints of stonefruit and clem-

entine mingle with savory notes of nettle and dried herb 
on this characteristically grassy, brisk Sauvignon Blanc. 
The palate is delicately flavored, with a dusty mineral 
note that lingers. Czech Wine Imports, INC. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

hungarY

88 Sauska 2011 Cuvée 13 (Villány). Pristine 
black cherry and berry notes gain complexity on 

the palate with shades of granite and crushed rock on 
this elegant Hungarian Bordeaux blend. It’s structured, 
yet easy on the palate with bright acidity and soft tan-
nins that linger delicately on the finish. Quintessential 
Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 Weninger 2009 Balf Kekfrankos (So-
pron). This Kekfrankos (known more com-

monly in Austria as Blaufränkisch) layers tart, crisp 
blackberry and briar flavors with earthy, rustic notes of 
wet soil, barnyard and hay. Savory in style and brisk on 
the palate, it would be a wonderful accompaniment to 
wild game or fowl. Circo Vino. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

TurkeY

89 Vinkara 2010 Reserve Dry Kalecik Kara-
si (Ankara). Intensely ripe, fleshy black plum 

and cherry flavors are offset by savory smoke and char 
on this wine made from native Turkish grapes. It’s big 
on the palate with concentrated black-fruit flavor, but 
accented by dainty violet and tart cranberry tones. Fine 
Terroirs LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Vinkara 2011 Red Dry Kalecik Karasi (An-
kara). Char and smoke add a mysterious flair to 

bright red-fruit flavors on this full-bodied Turkish red. 
The palate is densely concentrated, and accented with 
hints of fresh green herbs and a crushed-stone mineral-
ity. Brisk acidity shines on the finish. Fine Terroirs LLC. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

romania

88 Cramele Recas 2012 Dreambird Pinot 
Grigio (Viile Timisului). Another fantastic 

bargain wine from Cramele Recas, the Dreambird is 
a delightfully fresh, floral Pinot Grigio that’s zesty with 
lemon and just a hint of steely minerality on the finish. 
Bright, clean and refreshingly easy quaffing. Tri-Vin Im-
ports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 
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88 Cramele Recas 2012 Dreamfish Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Viile Timisului). The Cramele 

Recas Dreamfish is always a pleasant surprise, and at 
$7, an especially good bargain. Intensely fruity with 
concentrated tropical fruit and berry flavors, it’s bal-
anced with a streak of lemon-lime acidity and a murmur 
of lemon pith that keeps things brisk and clean. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

87 Cramele Recas 2011 Dreamfish Caber-
net Sauvignon (Viile Timisului). Hints of 

coffee and cedar add complexity to ripe, luscious black-
fruit flavors on this very well made Romanian Cabernet. 
It’s delightfully fruit forward, but amplified with a hefty 
mouthfeel and penetrating tannins on the finish. A bar-
gain at $7. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $7 

87 Cramele Recas 2012 Dreambird Pinot 
Noir (Viile Timisului). High-toned berry and 

cherry aromas introduce this easy drinking, yet nicely 
structured Pinot Noir. The palate is ripe with blueberry 
and plum flavors, but bolstered by tart cranberry acidity 
and a flurry of fresh green herbs. Soft tannins carry out 
the finish. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

slovenia

89 Štoka 2009 Grganja Vitovska (Kras). 
Black tea and honey notes are irresistible on 

this intensely minerally Slovenian white wine. Fer-
mented with indigenous yeasts, the midpalate is bright 
with fresh pear and apple flavors that are layered with 
smoke and dried herbs. Finishes on a delicately floral 
note. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

84 Ciringa 2011 Fosilni Breg Sauvignon 
Blanc (Slovenia). Earthy with hints of roast-

ed nuts and dried herb, this is a uniquely savory Sauvi-
gnon that would pair well with herb-accented fowl and 
fish. The palate is round and rich, but balanced with 
brisk lime acidity and a characteristic grassiness on the 
finish. Circo Vino. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

new zealand

pinoT gris/grigio

92 Carrick 2011 Pinot Gris (Central Otago). 
This is slightly smoky on the nose, offering scents 

of toasted almonds that neatly accent pear and kumquat 
aromas. It’s richly textured on the palate, where the pear 
and almond notes pick up zesty citrus overtones that al-
low them to finish clean and fresh. Drink now. Pacific 
Prime Wines. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

92 Greywacke 2011 Pinot Gris (Marlbor-
ough). For full review see page 5. Editors’ 

Choice.
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Peregrine 2011 Pinot Gris (Central Ota-
go). This fruit-forward Pinot Gris is dominated 

by pear and pineapple notes. Some custardy richness 
adds to the mouthfeel, while bright citrus sparks the fin-
ish. Drink now. Vineyard Brands. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Woollaston 2011 Pinot Gris (Nelson). 
Made in a convincingly dry style, this wine’s 

nectarine and lime notes are joined on the palate by 
hints of almond. It’s mouthfilling without being fat or 
blowsy, ending on a bright note of citrus. San Francisco 
Wine Exchange. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Eradus 2011 Pinot Gris (Awatere Valley). 
Floral on the nose, this is lighter and more re-

freshing than many of its peers on the palate. It’s dry or 
nearly dry, offering peach, pear and apple notes. Rad 
Grapes. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Loveblock 2011 Pinot Gris (Marlbor-
ough). This new venture of Erica and Kim 

Crawford has turned out a charming, medium-bodied 
Pinot Gris that Goldilocks would undoubtedly call, “just 
right.” Mixed stone-fruit flavors end on a citrusy, re-
freshing note. Terlato Wines International. —J.C. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

87 Brancott 2011 Pinot Grigio (Marlbor-
ough). There’s an intriguing hint of white pep-

per on the nose of this medium-bodied wine. Nectar-
ine and citrus fruit dominate, finishing with a refreshing 
squirt of lime. Drink now. Pernod Ricard. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Mt. Difficulty 2011 Bannockburn Pinot 
Gris (Central Otago). This full-bodied Pi-

not Gris is admirably concentrated, boasting an almost 
pulpy texture and ample pear, peach and pineapple 
fruit. The only quibble is that it shows a touch of warmth 
on the finish. American Estates Wines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

85 Marisco Vineyards 2011 The King’s Thorn 
Waihopai Pinot Gris (Marlborough). This 

is a bit funky for a New Zealand Pinot Gris, offering 
hints of onion on the nose and some earthy notes to go 
with its melon and citrus flavors. The mouthfeel is rath-
er full and rich, but there’s a hint of nut-skin bitterness 
on the finish. Pelican Brands, LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

pinoT noir

92 Seresin 2010 Rachel Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). At the tender young age of three, this is 

still tight, angular and bold, laden with crunchy black-
cherry fruit that’s framed by hints of sandalwood and 

cedar. The fruit tannins are silky smooth, shored up by 
woody notes on the finish, but expect those to resolve 
over the next few years. Drink 2015–2020, possibly lon-
ger. The Sorting Table. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Felton Road 2010 Bannockburn Pinot 
Noir (Central Otago). The numbered block 

bottlings usually get the biggest scores, but the regu-
lar Felton Road Pinot Noir continues to incrementally 
improve. The 2010 is medium to full bodied and fruit 
foward in style, featuring hints of cola and wintergreen 
that accent elegant cherry fruit. It’s not huge but rath-
er finessed, offering a long, silky finish. Martin Scott 
Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

91 Pyramid Valley 2010 Earth Smoke Pinot 
Noir (Canterbury). Americans Claudia and 

Mike Weersing’s estate vines are grown so close to the 
ground, they look almost like a bonsai vineyard. Made 
as naturally as possible, it’s yielded a smoky, savory style 
of Pinot Noir that shows some dark plum and black olive 
fruit and a lingering, slightly chocolaty finish. The silky 
tannins suggest immediate drinkability, although its in-
herent balance and concentration suggest it’ll make it 
to at least 2020. Pyramid Valley Vineyards LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $60 

91 Rockburn 2011 Pinot Noir (Central Ota-
go). A solid value in the world of Pinot Noir, 

this is pleasantly complex on the nose, offering up hints 
of cola, root beer and green herbs layered over dark 
fruit aromas. On the palate, it’s reasonably full bodied 
and supple, delivering savory, earthy notes without be-
ing inaccessible. Mocha and silk soften the finish. The 
Australia-New Zealand Wine Connection. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Seresin 2010 Leah Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). This is textbook Pinot Noir executed to 

a high standard, from cherry and sous bois aromas to 
supple tannins and a silky finish. There’s ample round-
ness and concentration, and while the wine is fruit fo-
cused, it never seems confected, even if it turns slightly 
chocolaty on the finish. The Sorting Table. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Carrick 2010 Bannockburn Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). Subtly perfumed with black 

cherries and cola, this is nevertheless somewhat chunky 
and muscular on the palate. Dusty, substantial tannins 
frame flavors of mocha, black cherries and baking spic-
es. Best 2015–2020. Pacific Prime Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Forrest 2010 Tatty Bogler Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). This immediately approach-

able Pinot’s texture combines silk and velvet. It’s medi-
um in weight, offering clean, elegant flavors of cola, ce-
dar and black cherries. Drink now–2018. Pacific Prime 
Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 
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90 Stonecrop 2010 Pinot Noir (Martinbor-
ough). An excellent value, this wine comes off 

as a bit crisper and more structured than many of its 
brethren. Black cherry, licorice, mint and olive notes 
combine to provide ample complexity. Drink 2015–
2020. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

90 Wild Earth 2010 Pinot Noir (Central Ota-
go). This dark-fruited Pinot Noir is sturdily 

constructed yet never seems hard or tough, thanks to 
the silkiness of its plentiful tannins. Black cherry fruit 
picks up shadings of mocha on the dusty finish. Drink 
2015–2020. San Francisco Wine Exchange. —J.C. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

89 Omaka Springs 2010 Falveys Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Marlborough). Already show-

ing a bit of evolution in its bricking color and aromas 
of dried cherries and brown sugar, this should be con-
sumed over the next couple of years. It’s still reasonably 
round and supple, with an admirably silky finish. TGIC 
Importers. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

89 Pyramid Valley 2010 Angel Flower Pinot 
Noir (Canterbury). Peppery, beefy and entic-

ing, this wild and wooly Pinot layers those savory notes 
over a core of tart cranberry and cherry-pie fruit. Pyra-
mid Valley Vineyards LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $60 

argentina

chardonnaY

88 Viña Cobos 2012 Bramare Marchio-
ri Vineyard Chardonnay (Perdriel). This 

warm-climate Chardonnay displays aromas of baked ap-
ple, toast and spice. It’s resiny and heavy in the mouth, 
but there’s enough acidity to maintain balance. Flavors 
of honeyed peach, baked apple, cinnamon and white 
pepper finish in tropical fashion, where banana is the 
lasting fruit note. Paul Hobbs Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $46 

86 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2012 Grand Re-
serve Chardonnay (Tupungato). This is a 

full-bodied, warm-climate Chardonnay with the ex-
pected mix of oak and baked-fruit aromas. The palate 
is more juicy than creamy, but also resiny, with nutty 
flavors of butterscotch and toasted apple. A banana note 
enters onto the finish. Domaine Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

85 DiamAndes 2012 de Uco Chardon-
nay (Uco Valley). Popcorn is the overriding 

characteristic on this oaky Chardonnay. On the nose, 
it’s movie popcorn with toast and baked apple. In the 
mouth, it’s more popcorn along with buttered toast, salt 
and baked white-fruit flavors. And on the finish, there’s 
woody flavors, toast and you guessed it, more popcorn. 
Wineberry America LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

85 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2012 Reserve 
Chardonnay (Tupungato). Barrel grain and 

spiced apple are the key aromas. This is round, chunky 
and not showing a lot of structure or backbone. Oaky 
flavors of butterscotch and baked apple end with a note 
of caramel. Domaine Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

82 Alfredo Roca 2012 Chardonnay (San Ra-
fael). Apple and tropical aromas fail to hold up 

to airing. This is flabby and also citrusy in the mouth, 
with pithy citrus and passion fruit flavors. On the finish, 
an onion-like green flavor rises up. Hand Picked Selec-
tions. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

80 Finca Don Carlos 2011 Calathus Roble 
Chardonnay (Uco Valley). This Chard is 

gold in color, with mushy, oxidized aromas of honeyed 
peach and apple. The palate feels flabby while flavors 
of vanilla follow on the finish. Hand Picked Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

TorronTés

87 Terrazas de Los Andes 2012 Reserva Tor-
rontés (Salta). Round, floral, honeyed aromas 

set up a pulpy, fairly full palate with citric cut. Spiced or-
ange and grapefruit flavors finish with tropical notes and 
a citrus aftertate. This goes best with salads and seafood. 
Moët Hennessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Valentin Bianchi 2012 Elsa Bianchi Tor-
rontés (Mendoza). This light, tropical wine 

captures the positives of Torrontés. The nose offers 
melon and mango, with no bitter notes. A citrusy, boun-
cy palate delivers spiced orange and pink grapefruit fla-
vors before finishing juicy and chalky. Quintessential 
Wines. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

83 Callia 2012 Alta Torrontés (Tulum Val-
ley). Peach and white-flower aromas forecast a 

fleshy, soft palate. Papaya and melon flavors are hon-
eyed, but this finishes bland, with a vanilla note. Palm 
Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

83 Doña Paula 2011 Estate Torrontés (Sal-
ta). This Torrontés is fading. After aromas of air 

freshener and lychee, the wine feels heavy and clampy, 
with an oily character. Its tropical flavors are unimpres-
sive, while the finish is round in feel but bitter in taste. 
Better to wait for the 2012, or even the 2013, to come 
around. Trinchero Family Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

oTher whiTe wines

86 François Lurton 2013 Piedra Negra Alta 
Colección Pinot Gris (Uco Valley). With 

light, tropical aromas of melon and mango combined 

with a juicy, clean palate, this is a good PG. Peach, nec-
tarine, melon and papaya flavors finish with citrus notes. 
Drink this patio white as soon as possible. Atlas Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

84 DiamAndes 2012 de Uco Viognier (Uco 
Valley). DiamAndes continues to put out 

clunky Viogniers from the Uco Valley. This is bland and 
waxy on the nose, with notes of green melon and nec-
tarine. The palate is round and full but lacks personality, 
while flavors of papaya and melon are heavy and finish 
yeasty. Wineberry America LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

83 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2012 Reserve 
Chardonnay-Pinot Gris (Tupungato). A 

yellow color and a buttery, waxy nose suggest a wine on 
the decline. However, there’s spritz to the mouthfeel, 
where you get flavors of blanched almond and baked 
apple. A nutty, weighty finish is the final act. Domaine 
Bousquet. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

82 Cueva de las Manos 2011 Reserve White 
Blend (Mendoza). Resiny oak aromas control 

the nose on this awkward, heavy white blend. There’s 
some citric acidity to maintain a sense of vitality, but 
salty flavors of nectarine and orange are O.K. at best. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

80 Bodega Cuarto Dominio 2012 Lote 44 Pi-
not Grigio (Mendoza). Nobody ever said Ar-

gentina was Pinot Grigio country. This wine is yellow in 
color, with aromas of haystack and wheat. There’s acid-
ity to keep it upright, but flavors of briny citrus do little 
to bring it around. Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

malbec

93 O. Fournier 2009 Alfa Crux Malbec (Uco 
Valley). Ripe aromas of blackberry, raisin and 

cassis blend nicely with graphite and vanilla notes. 
There’s a mild, brooding power to this wine but mostly 
it’s lush and generous, with warm blackberry, prune and 
licorice flavors. A smooth finish hums along with no tan-
nic bite or hardness. Drink through 2016. Tempranillo, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

92 Chaltén 2009 Gran Reserva Malbec 
(Neuquén). This is one of the top Malbecs 

from Neuquén and it’s under $20. The bouquet is fo-
cused, dark and loaded with inky berry aromas and 
graphite. The palate is deep and layered, and full bod-
ied, with blackberry, chocolate and coffee flavors. A 
long, spicy, toasty finish is warming but not hot. Drink 
through 2017. Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 
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92 TintoNegro 2011 Finca La Escuela Al-
tamira Estate Grown Malbec (Mendoza). 

For full review see page 5. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 François Lurton 2009 Piedra Negra Gran 
Malbec (Uco Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

91 Hand of God 2010 Old Vine Stolen Horse 
Vineyard Mano de Dios Malbec (Men-

doza). Inky aromas of raspberry and blackberry. This 
shows firm acids and a racy, aggressive palate. Flavors 
of black fruits, espresso, lemon peel and salt finish pep-
pery and with a licorice note. Give this wine two years 
and it should be less choppy and more balanced. Best 
from 2015–2020. Hand of God Wines. Cellar Selec-
tion. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

91 Pascual Toso 2011 Alta Las Barrancas 
Vineyards Malbec (Mendoza). Leather, 

blueberry, blackberry and mild herbal notes make for 
a rich, ribald bouquet. Given the nose, it’s no surprise 
that this Malbec is dense, jammy and a bit oversaturated 
in the mouth. Flavors of blackberry, prune, mint and 
graphite finish with lushness. Drink now through 2016. 
TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

90 Alamos 2010 Selección Malbec (Mendo-
za). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

90 Anko 2011 Oasis en Altura Flor de Car-
don (Salta). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

90 Familia Villanueva 2009 Deorum Private 
Collection Malbec (Mendoza). For full re-

view see page 7. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Krasia May 2010 Malbec (Mendoza). 
Crisp opening aromas of dark fruits turn smoky 

and suggest freshly laid asphalt. This is flush and tannic, 
with lots of punch. A firm but narrow palate holds racy 
blackberry flavors offset by salty notes. On the finish, 
this is forward and stout. Drink through 2020. MHW, 
Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

90 Las Moras 2008 Finca Pedernal Malbec 
(Pedernal Valley). With this bottling, Las 

Moras has put out a top-flight wine from the San Juan 
region. This is woody on the nose, with strong vanilla 
and chocolate aromas. A tight palate rides on a rail of 
acidity, while flavors of cassis, plum and oak finish long 
and lemony. Drink through 2016. The Wine Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Laureano Gomez 2010 Reserva Malbec 
(San Carlos). Full-scale plum and berry aro-

mas come with pastry notes. This feels big, a touch raspy 

and with firm tannins. Flavors of prune, jammy berry, 
coffee and chocolate are rich and rubbery, while black-
berry, dark chocolate and peppery tones carry the finish. 
Drink through 2018. Hand Picked Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

90 TeHo 2011 San Carlos Malbec (Mendo-
za). This black-colored wine is dense, cool and 

collected on the nose, where earthy, loamy black-fruit 
aromas hold court. This is huge in the mouth, almost to 
the point of being syrupy. Dense flavors of ripe black-
berry come with chocolate, caramel, vanilla and toasted 
accents, while the finish is rich like cassis liqueur. Drink 
this fully ripe Uco Valley Malbec before 2016. Vino Del 
Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

90 Viña Alicia 2009 Las Compuertas Mal-
bec (Mendoza). After early foxy, jumpy aro-

mas blow off, this deals cherry and cassis scents. The 
palate is jammy on first impression, but a touch hollow 
as it wears on. Short, fruity flavors of blackberry and 
plum finish with a pastry note and modest length. This 
is more sweet tasting and lusty than complex and struc-
tured. Drink through 2015. Southern Starz, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Michel Torino 2011 Don David Reserve 
Malbec (Calchaquí Valley). While showing 

roasted, tomato-like aromas, this Malbec from northern 
Argentina also features a nose full of tobacco, earth and 
berry fruit. There’s acidic snap to the palate, but that 
only pumps up raspberry, toast and mild herbal flavors. 
A spicy, woody finish tastes exotic and saucy. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

89 Soluna 2010 Premium Malbec (Mendo-
za). Rich, jammy black-fruit aromas come with 

plenty of wood, char and campfire-related grit. The pal-
ate is chunky and a bit soft, with prune, raisin, baked 
plum and herbal flavors, especially on the finish, which 
feels plump, loamy and fully ripe. Dangerous Wine 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Zemlia 2009 Evolución Malbec (Mendo-
za). For starters, this Malbec is oaky, with lem-

on rind and mocha aromas resting in front of a chewy, 
dense, soft-tannin palate. Flavors of leafy berry, choco-
late and herbs end in a toasty, dry, minty tasting finish. 
Everything about this is very good and authentic for the 
variety and origin. Drink through 2016. Hidalgo Im-
ports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Bodega Noemía de Patagonia 2011 J. Al-
berto Single Vineyard Malbec (Río Negro 

Valley). The nose on this Malbec is loaded with oak 
and pencil eraser aromas; there’s also a raisiny quality to 
the bouquet. This feels a touch stewy, although strong 
acidity functions as an offset. Blackberry, licorice and 
clove flavors come in front of a raw, tight, narrow finish 
with stomping tannins. Vias Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

88 Bodega Patritti 2008 Primogénito Malbec 
(Patagonia). This is a superripe Malbec with 

jammy aromas of raisin and prune that can best be de-
scribed as “fleshy.” A chunky palate follows the nose in 
lockstep, and then baked blackberry and chocolate fla-
vors take over. A chubby, jammy finish says drink this 
soon. Patagonia Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

88 Familia Schroeder 2010 Saurus Se-
lect Malbec (Patagonia). Jammy aromas of 

blackberry and iodine set up a rugged-feeling palate 
with baked berry and herbal flavors. A full-powered, 
heavy and stewy-tasting finish comes with a salty note 
and heat. This pours on the power and fruit but takes 
a strike in the finesse and complexity departments. Eco 
Valley. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Medrano 2011 Estate Malbec (Mendoza). 
Jammy raspberry aromas come with a mineral-

ly kick and toastiness. The palate is fresh and delivers 
pointed acidity in support of toasty berry, herb and lico-
rice flavors. Finishes with a lightly baked and chocolaty 
note, confirming that this is well-made, value-priced 
wine. Bronco Wine Company. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

87 Filus 2011 Malbec (Uco Valley). This is a 
meaty, toasty style of Malbec with heady berry 

aromas that become gritty with airing. A full and deep 
palate hosts toasty, ripe plum flavors along with lots of 
oak, which leaves a toasted and hot finish that’s also 
minty. Bronco Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $14 

87 Proemio 2011 Reserve Malbec (Mendo-
za). Plum, wild herb and dusty, dry spice aro-

mas control the bouquet on this crackling, higher-acid 
Malbec. Toasty, oaky, herbal flavors run long and with 
power, while a raspberry essence leads a tight, firm, 
fresh finish. Vitis Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $15 

86 Ombu 2010 Malbec (Mendoza). Meaty 
plum aromas have a floral accent and suggest 

balsam wood or sandalwood. This feels good in the 
mouth, with broad tannins. Flavors of herbal blackberry 
and exotic spices finish rubbery and firm. Specialty Cel-
lars. —M.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $13 

85 Alpamanta 2009 Estate Malbec (Men-
doza). There’s no denying the fact that this 

smells stalky and burnt, with leathery fruit aromas. In 
the mouth, it’s choppy, with scratchy acidity leading to 
a loud flavor profile with stalky berry, raisin and stewed 
flavors. Heat and additional roasted notes drive the fin-
ish on this Malbec. William Harrison Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

84 Casarena 2011 Estate Bottled Malbec 
(Mendoza). This is exceedingly ripe tasting, 

with a syrupy texture. Along the way, you’ll encounter 
tar and rubber aromas in front of flavors such as carob, 
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vanilla and stewed berry fruits. A minty, oaky finish is 
the final weighty act. Southern Starz, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $17 

83 Amalaya 2010 Gran Corte Malbec (Cal-
chaquí Valley). This Malbec-led blend is a 

challenge. Leathery and stalky on the nose, then edgy 
and tomatoey on the palate. On the finish, it’s stewy, 
herbal and salty. This wine shows a rugged, hot side and 
not enough clarity. Hess Family Wine Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

83 Bodega Noemía de Patagonia 2011 A 
Lisa Malbec (Río Negro Valley). This wine 

is being produced at 57,000 cases, and this vintage 
shows distinct aromas of green herbs and tomato. In the 
mouth, it rings with acidity such that raspberry and red-
plum flavors taste sour. Tasted twice with similar results. 
Vias Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

82 Cruz Alta 2010 Grand Reserve Malbec 
(Mendoza). Lightly stewed, tomatoey aromas 

belie how angular and acidic this Malbec is. Sharp is the 
word that best describes the mouthfeel, while tart plum 
and currant flavors finish with drawing acidity. Clock 
Tower Imports. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

caberneT sauvignon

90 Weinert 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
doza). This rusty colored wine shows that Ar-

gentina can produce classy, subtle Cabs in an Old World 
style. Cool berry and cola aromas are sly and attractive, 
while the mouthfeel is mature but not old. Baked berry 
and cassis are the key flavors, while lasting tannins inter-
act with plum and other red-fruit flavors on the finish. 
Drink through 2016. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

89 Michel Torino 2011 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Calchaquí Valley). Earthy, 

mossy berry aromas are a bit damp but improve with 
airing. This shows proper structure with no flab despite 
having a lot of weight. Mint and herbal shadings give 
core cassis and berry flavors character, and those same 
flavors carry onto a long-running finish. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

88 Bodega Patritti 2007 Primogénito Caber-
net Sauvignon (Neuquén). Cassis, mineral, 

floral notes and aromatic subtleties hint at sophistica-
tion and maturity. This is layered and well structured, 
with exotic spice flavors accenting oaky red-currant and 
plum notes. The finish is mellow, woody and fresh feel-
ing. Drink now. Patagonia Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

88 Michel Torino 2011 Don David Finca la 
Urquiza #8 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ca-

fayate). Cigar box, green olive, herbal notes and field 
scents define the bouquet on this single-vineyard Cab-
ernet. With bright acidity, the palate displays raciness 

along with oak-driven flavors of chocolate, mint, vanilla 
and herbal berry fruits. A lasting finish is spicy, herbal 
and mildly green in flavor. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

88 Proemio 2011 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). After an opening of tomato, 

red plum and berry aromas, this shows a smooth texture 
and a full body. Berry, ripe plum and cocoa flavors fin-
ish with medium tannins and good length. Vitis Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $15 

88 Bodega Renacer 2010 Renacer R (Men-
doza). Aromatically this is full and fragrant, 

with giant aromas of boysenberry and black cherry. The 
tannins are fierce and clamp down, which creates as-
tringency that can’t be dodged. Cherry, chocolate and 
menthol flavors accompany heat on the finish. Hold 1–2 
years for a possible better result. Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

88 Terrazas de Los Andes 2010 Reserva 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). A wide, 

jammy nose is the greeting on this fleshy, full-bodied 
Cab. Additional aromas of rubber, latex and smoke give 
it weight and masculinity. This runs spicy and lightly 
herbal in terms of flavors, while wood spice, cinnamon 
and herbs compete with mocha and chocolaty black-
fruit notes on the finish. Moët Hennessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

87 Casarena 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). An overtly raisiny, almost cooked 

bouquet, leads this full-bodied, ultraripe CS. It is ap-
pealing for its richness, density and weight. Flavors of 
cassis and blackberry are on the fringe of being syrupy, 
while moss, prune, black pepper and herbal flavors pop 
up on a plush finish. Southern Starz, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $17 

87 Pannunzio 2010 Giovanni Vincenzo Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Raspberry, 

leather and baked aromas are the entry to a lush palate 
that registers as soft and chunky. Baked, savory flavors 
of bacon, blackberry, mocha and earth finish smoky and 
with an echo of cured meat. This is warm but not hot or 
sticky. The House Of Burgundy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $13 

86 Mil Piedras 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Blueberry and cassis aromas are 

jammy and suggest graham crackers. This feels tight 
and narrow, with strict tannins. As for flavors, look for 
baked berry, herb and earth notes the finish shows ber-
ry, leather and carob notes. Cannon Wines Limited. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

85 Alpamanta 2010 Natal Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Mendoza). Rubber, herbal notes, 

grassy scents and leather comprise the bouquet. This 
feels wiry but solid, with cherry and berry flavors that 

finish with raisin and blackberry. As a whole, this is 
fruity and pleasant. William Harrison Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

84 Pascual Toso 2012 Estate Bottled Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Crisp, lightly 

herbal raspberry aromas are a touch reedy and green. 
This feels chewy and saturated, while herbal, candied, 
slightly syrupy flavors of sweet berries finish minty and 
hot. TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

merloT

87 Andeluna 2011 1300 Merlot (Uco Val-
ley). Powerful, toasty aromas of herbs, black 

fruits and chocolate precede a fresh palate with lift 
and balance. A flavor profile of plum and berry is ac-
cented by herbal shadings, while the finish tastes loamy 
and chunky, with a spot of heat. San Francisco Wine 
Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2011 Made with 
Organic Grapes Reserve Merlot (Tupun-

gato). Woody aromas of tree bark, forest floor and 
earthy, minty berry fruits lead to a full and stocky feel-
ing palate with wiry, herbal, oak-heavy flavors of plum 
and mint. On the finish, this is tannic, with strong spice 
notes and a hint of green. Domaine Jean Bousquet. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

85 Mil Piedras 2011 Merlot (Mendoza). Hard, 
rubbery black-fruit aromas end with a whiff of 

cherry-cola. This feels zesty and fresh, with a medium 
body and snappy acids. Short, choppy flavors of red 
plum and cherry finish quick, with a salty note. Cannon 
Wines Limited. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

red blends

94 Pascual Toso 2010 Magdalena Toso Lim-
ited 20 Barrels Malbec-Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Mendoza). This is a potent brew with com-
plexities galore, but there’s also a simplicity about it 
that’s appealing. Its raw size is bracing, but the structure 
and fabric of this Malbec-Cabernet Sauvignon scream 
balance. Aromas of lead pencil, sawdust, coconut and 
brandied cherries introduce briary dark-berry flavors. A 
long, minty, power-packed finish says lay this down for 
a few years; drink from 2014–2020. TGIC Importers. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $102 

92 Fernando Dupont 2010 Pasacana (Ju-
juy). This driving blend of Malbec with Syr-

ah and Cabernet hails from Argentina’s most northern 
vineyards.Bruising black plum and cassis aromas have 
mossy, floral sidenotes. It’s grapy but not monotone, so 
you get boysenberry then spice flavors, especially clove. 
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This is toasty on the finish, which has drying tannins. 
The Artisan Collection. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $66 

92 Pascual Toso 2010 Finca Pedregal Single 
Vineyard Barrancas Vineyards Malbec-

Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). This is textbook 
juice for the cellar. A cool, herbal nose turns cedary and 
stout. It’s wall-to-wall tannins now, with complex flavors 
of red fruits mingling with tomato leaf, oregano, spice 
and tobacco (reflections of the 40% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon that goes with more familiar Malbec). A bullish 
finish with mild green notes should soften with aging. 
Drink from 2014 to 2021. TGIC Importers. Cellar Se-
lection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

90 Hand of God 2010 Fingerprint Series So-
bremesa Vineyard (Mendoza). Hand of 

God is Santiago Achaval’s (Achaval-Ferrer) new wine 
venture and the name references the infamous World 
Cup goal scored by Diego Maradona in 1986. This 
blend of Malbec, Syrah and Petit Verdot opens with vi-
olet, blueberry and graham cracker aromas. It’s snappy 
and tight as a drum, with hard tannins and sharp acidity. 
Flavors of blueberry, cassis and boysenberry are lively 
and finish with spice and chocolate. Drink from 2014–
2019. Hand of God Wines. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Las Moras 2009 Mora Negra (Pedernal 
Valley). This is an inky, minty smelling Mal-

bec-based blend (with 30% Bonarda), offering wild ber-
ry, resiny oak and vanilla aromas. A tight palate with a 
healthy acid level provides cut and definition, while fla-
vors of baked black fruits come across woody and finish 
with heat and a chocolaty flavor. Universal Wine Net-
work. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Kaiken 2010 Corte Malbec-Bonarda-Petit 
Verdot (Luján de Cuyo). Blackberry, plum 

and licorice aromas indicate that this is a ripe, ready 
blend of Malbec with smaller percentages of Bonarda 
and Petit Verdot. The palate feels full and a bit raisiny, 
while flavors of dark fruits bring touches of pepper and 
spice. This is a friendly wine that’s not complicated. 
TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

86 Michel Torino 2010 Ciclos Malbec-Merlot 
(Salta). Take this wine’s deep purple color as a 

warning of big things to come. A grapy nose with herbal 
and violet aromas precedes a heavily saturated palate 
with spice and prune flavors. A pounding, long, plum-
driven finish confirms that this mostly about size. Fred-
erick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

85 San Huberto 2010 Cabernet-Syrah (Ar-
gentina). Despite being heavy and flat, this is 

an easygoing wine with raisiny notes on the nose and 
earthy, loamy berry and raisin flavors. The finish is soft, 
with nothing jagged or hard to deal with. Jomada Im-
ports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

84 Masi Tupungato 2010 Passo Doble 
Malbec- Corvina (Uco Valley). Stemmy top 

aromas cover up earthy berry notes. This is grabby in 
the mouth with an acid-tannin package that sits on the 
hard side. Herbal red-berry flavors come with minty 
green notes and a stalky finish. This is 70% Malbec and 
30% Corvina, an Italian variety from the Veneto. Ko-
brand. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

83 Bodega NQN 2011 Picada 15 (Patago-
nia). Light, dilute aromas of raspberry and 

cranberry come with a sweet accent of red-licorice rope. 
This feels sticky but shallow, while the flavors are can-
died. A gritty, somewhat bitter tasting and tannic finish 
is the closing act. Vias Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

83 Las Moras 2011 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon-Shiraz (San Juan). Charred, leath-

ery aromas include popcorn and black fruits. This is an-
gular and high in acidity, while the flavors run salty and 
rubbery, with black-fruit notes. A strained, lightly herb-
al finish tastes like roasted tomato. The Wine Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

81 Bodega El Transito 2008 Pietro Mari-
ni Cabernet Sauvignon-Syrah (Salta). A 

saucy, tomatoey nose suggests stewed red fruits and 
salad dressing. In the mouth, this Cab-Syrah blend is 
heavy and stalky, with herbal flavors that finish weedy. 
Table 31 Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

oTher red wines

90 Lamadrid 2010 Single Vineyard Reserva 
Bonarda (Agrelo). Plum, raspberry, graham 

cracker and a note of rubbery latex define the nose. The 
palate is juicy, fit and pure in its delivery of blackberry, 
black plum and pastry flavors. A smooth, lush finish con-
firms that this is excellent Bonarda, a variety that rarely 
reaches such heights. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Pascual Toso 2009 Alta Reserve Barran-
cas Vineyards Syrah (Mendoza). This is 

definitely a New World-type of Syrah. Raisin, graphite 
and tight-grained oak aromas introduce a palate with ex-
tract and plenty of acidity. Briny, leathery, animal-like 
flavors settle on black fruits and spice, while the finish 
delivers an oaky, coconut taste along with syrupy plum 
and raspberry. TGIC Importers. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

89 Pascual Toso 2010 Alta Las Barrancas 
Vineyards Syrah (Mendoza). Ripe cassis, 

raspberry and mint aromas precede a dense, meaty, 
full-bodied and oaky palate. Rooty flavors of baked 
black fruits, licorice, molasses and spice are savory and 
bold, while the finish is a bit more quick and basic de-
spite showing a roasted, chewy texture. TGIC Import-
ers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

california  
white wines

chardonnaY

95 Dutton-Goldfield 2011 Dutton Ranch 
Rued Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Val-

ley). For full review see page 3. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

95 Testarossa 2010 Rincon Vineyard Char-
donnay (Arroyo Grande Valley). A gor-

geous Chardonnay, flamboyant in tropical fruit, honey, 
cream and buttered toast, but so balanced in acids and 
minerals, so clean and pure, that it ventures into truly 
classic territory. The vineyard long has been a special 
one for Talley. Now, Testarossa gets to dip in, with fan-
tastic results. One of the best Chardonnays Testarossa 
has ever produced. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $39 

93 Qupé 2010 Bien Nacido Reserve Block 
Eleven Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). 

You’ll have to go far and wide to find a bigger, richer 
California Chardonnay. It’s enormous, offering an ex-
plosion of tropical fruit, citrus and apricot, brightened 
by crisp acidity. Despite the power, the wine maintains 
elegance and balance. This is one of the few Chards that 
will take bottle age, gradually losing fruit. Drink now–
2018. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

93 Testarossa 2010 Bien Nacido Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). This 

brilliant Chardonnay has the ripe citrus and tropical 
fruit you want, but is also refined in winemaker tech-
nique, particularly a leesy note that marries well with 
the pineapples in sweet clotted cream. The oak is per-
fect and the acidity lovely in this wonderfully drinkable 
wine. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $39 

93 Testarossa 2010 Brosseau Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Chalone). This is the most 

remniscent of Chablis among Testarossa’s new Char-
donnays. It’s a minerally, chalky wine, bone dry and with 
lots of acidity, which makes it racy and clean. But it also 
has a solid core of ripe oranges and limes. It’s fine to 
drink now, and could even develop mushroomy bottle 
complexity over the next six years. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

93 Testarossa 2010 Lone Oak Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Testarossa’s Chardonnays are always rich, but this one 
hits it out of the park. Few Chards have ever exhibit-
ed this powerful a spectrum of tropical fruits, nectar-
ines, peaches, pears and green apples. Fortunately, this 
dazzling richness is perfectly balanced by crisp acidity. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $39 

93 Testarossa 2010 Rosella’s Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Te-

starossa has the Chardonnay formula dialed in. It’s al-
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ways about brilliant acidity, perfect ripeness and tasteful 
application of oak. This Rosella’s hits the Santa Lucia 
sweet spot, a complex wine bursting with tropical fruits, 
white flowers and minerals. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $41 

92 Carpe Diem 2010 Chardonnay (Ander-
son Valley). From the folks behind Roederer 

Estate, its premier producer of sparkling wine, is this 
gorgeous still Chardonnay, clean, complex and crisp 
with a heady perfume of luscious pear and honey. Dec-
adent and yet restrained, the mouthfeel is mellow, a 
touch decadent, with just the suggestion of its time in 
barrel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

92 Gary Farrell 2011 Rochioli Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). Awe-

somely rich and buttery, with new French oak showing 
up as toast, and the intensely concentrated fruit of the 
vineyard starring in the form of pineapple and papa-
ya jam. Bright acidity makes the richness shine, while 
moderate alcohol, officially 14.1% by volume, keeps ev-
erything light and transparent. Drink now–2016, before 
the fruit fades. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

92 Landmark 2011 Damaris Reserve Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). For full review 

see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

92 Pride Mountain 2011 Chardonnay (So-
noma County). Richly opulent, this is creamy 

and nicely tart, with an oaky edge to the nectarine, or-
ange, mango and honeysuckle flavors. The wine re-
mains elegant despite all of its power. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

92 Senses 2011 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This hews to a leaner, minerally style 

remniscent of Chablis. It’s bone dry and tart, with a 
streamlined mouthfeel, but there’s nothing shy about 
the intense core of limes, kiwi fruits and Meyer lemons. 
A beautiful wine, whose modest alcohol level makes it 
particularly delicate. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

92 Sojourn 2011 Sangiacomo Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This has tra-

ditionally been a top bottling for Sojourn, and the 2011 
is especially good. The vibrant acidity and pineapple, 
tropical fruit and honeysuckle flavors are intense and 
pure. Drink it now and over the next three years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Stephen Ross 2011 Bien Nacido Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). 

It’s hard to define minerality in a wine, but this Char-
donnay has it. It tastes and feels like a lick of chalky 
stone. That’s on top of and below the intricate pineap-
ple, orange and Meyer lemon fruit that’s so delicious, 
and finishes so dry and spicy. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Testarossa 2010 Diana’s Chardonnay 
(California). An abundance of everything 

marks this best-barrel selection, which always is the 
winery’s most expensive Chardonnay. The richness of 
the tropical fruit and apricot flavors is obvious. So is the 
oak. The result is as opulent a Chardonnay as Califor-
nia is capable of producing, but one that, awesome as it 
is, nonetheless lacks the interest of Testarossa’s single-
vineyard Chardonnays. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $59 

92 Testarossa 2010 Fogstone Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). A 

leesy, young wine, with the slightly sour, creamy rich-
ness of sur lie aging. A peacock’s tail of tropical and cit-
rus fruits and pears is brightened by crisp acidity and 
sweetened by toasty oak. Rich and complex; drink now 
and over the next three years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

91 Gary Farrell 2011 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). The 

40% new French oak shows in this wine’s prominant 
buttered toast and honey notes. Underneath are rich 
pineapple, pear and tropical fruit flavors as ripe as any-
thing out of California. Add crisp acidity, and you have a 
balanced but strong Chardonnay that wants to be paired 
with the rich lobster, scallop and shrimp dishes. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

91 Gary Farrell 2011 Westside Farms Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). Although 

this Chard is less expensive than the winery’s Rochioli or 
Olivet Lane single-vineyard bottlings, it’s their equal in 
terms of richness. Accented with crisp acidity, it shows 
rich, flamboyant pineapple, papaya and lime flavors, 
with the buttered toast of oak barrels. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $38 

91 Roar 2011 Sierra Mar Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). This appeals 

to fans of ripe fruit and oak offering rich, creamy flam-
boyance. Waves of pineapple and orange jam wash over 
the palate, liberally accented with the buttered toast 
notes. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

90 Courtney Benham 2012 Reserve Char-
donnay (Edna Valley). For full review see 

page 7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

90 Courtney Benham 2012 Reserve Char-
donnay (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $27 

90 Gundlach Bundschu 2011 Estate Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). For 

full review see page 7.
abv: 13.7% Price: $27 

90 Martin Ray 2012 Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 8. Edi-

tors’ Choice.
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

90 Saracina 2012 Unoaked Chardonnay 
(Mendocino County). This is an exceptional 

value for a wine this well-made. Honeycomb, pear and 
quince notes are complete and clean, with bright lay-
ers of unbaked fruit that linger long on the palate. This 
Chardonnay offers freshness and purity of flavor making 
it a great apéritif wine or versatile with a wide range of 
foods. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

90 Steven Kent 2011 Merrillie, Landucci 
Block Chardonnay (Livermore Valley). 

This Wente clone Chardonnay, spent close to 18 months 
in French and American oak. The result is a structured, 
ageworthy wine imbued with ample richness, vanilla ac-
cents and fig fruit. Pair it with lobster dishes. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $34 

89 Banshee Wines 2012 Chardonnay (So-
noma Coast). The cool vintage has given 

this wine brisk acidity and flavors of oranges and citrus 
fruits. Some French oak brings in rich notes of buttered 
toast and vanilla. It’s an elegant wine that shows Chard 
in a more structured, less blowsy style. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Beaucanon 2011 Longwood Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

89 Dierberg 2011 Steel Chardonnay (San-
ta Maria Valley). Despite being made with-

out oak, this Chardonnay doesn’t lack for richness. In 
fact, it’s flamboyantly ripe, with tropical fruit, orange, 
lime and peach flavors. Aging on the lees adds creamy, 
slightly sour notes, while modest alcohol keeps it all bal-
anced. It’s a delightful wine for drinking with tuna, ei-
ther grilled or tartare. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

89 Keller Estate 2011 La Cruz Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Shows the 

extravagant richness with masses of tropical fruits, 
pears, oranges and honeysuckle. This flirts with being 
over the top, but avoids it, retreating from fruit bombi-
ness into more restrained minerality. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

89 Keller Estate 2011 Oro De Plata Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). Brisk acidity and 

a cold, steely minerality give this wine a bracing clean-
liness that makes it especially savory. Yet it has enough 
tropical and citrus fruit to satisfy your Chardonnay crav-
ings. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $33 

89 Robert Mondavi 2011 Chardonnay (Napa 
Valley). If you’re looking for a big, rich, oaky 

fruit bomb of a Chardonnay, you won’t find it here. In-
stead, drink it with salmon, lobster or whatever your fa-
vorite Chardonnay foods are, and find an eager, but not 
egotistic, partner. The acids will cut through butter and 
oil, while the subtle tropical and citrus fruits will satisfy 
discerning Chardophiles. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 
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89 Sebastiani 2012 Steel Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). This is unoaked Chardon-

nay makes you wonder how it can be so good without 
any barrel influence. The reason is the minerally, acidic 
structure and the tropical fruit, green apple and peach 
flavors that come from some great vineyards. With low 
alcohol, it feels as light as air, but possesses real serious-
ness. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

89 Testarossa 2010 Sierra Madre Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). This 

nicely structured Chardonnay balances the creamy 
sourness of sur lie aging, spicy oak and the acidity of a 
cool vintage in Santa Maria Valley, and the long hang-
time flavors of pineapples, oranges and tropical fruits. 
The result is a tremendously rich wine, but not neces-
sarily a very subtle one. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

89 Zotovich Cellars 2010 Estate Grown 
Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). The underly-

ing Chardonnay is dry, brisk in acidity and interesting 
in mineral-driven citrus and tropical fruits. It’s also very 
leesy and creamy, which lends a savory-tart roundness. 
Drink now–2015. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

88 Bratcher 2010 Mary Ellis Sierra Madre 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Santa Maria Val-

ley). This ultrapremium Chardonnay is laden with 
pineapples, nectarines and the buttered toast and car-
amel of oak. It tries hard to make a statement, and is 
actually quite rich and flashy, but it could come from 
anywhere. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

88 Groth 2011 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
Groth’s Chardonnays are never brilliant, as their 

red wines dependably are. But they are consistent. This 
’11 is on a par with recent vintages, showing ripe, drink-
me-now pineapple, lemondrop candy and oak flavors. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $29 

88 Harbor Front 2011 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). The winery is silent on who they are or 

where the grapes come from, but this is a good value in 
a rich, creamy Chardonnay. It has honey, apricot, tropi-
cal fruit, lime and buttered toast flavors that are a steal 
at this price. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Krutz 2011 Martinelli Road Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This is a dry, severe 

Chardonnay that doesn’t offer a lot of upfront plea-
sure. The product of a chilly vintage, it is nonetheless 
elegant and complex. Tart acidity gives a bright boost 
to the mango and pineapple flavors. Don’t drink it too 
cold. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

88 Sextant 2011 Estate Chardonnay (Edna 
Valley). Rich in tangerine, mango and lime 

fruit, with buttered toast and honey notes, this Char-
donnay displays the intensely tart acidity that Edna Val-

ley is famous for. It’s a clean, vibrant wine for drinking 
now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

88 Stephen Ross 2011 Chardonnay (Edna 
Valley). Classic Edna Valley Chardonnay; it’s 

crisp and bright in acidity, with brilliantly-etched or-
ange, lime and tropical fruit flavors that are laser-like in 
their intensity. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

87 Courtney Benham 2012 Unoaked Char-
donnay (Santa Barbara County). For full 

review see page 9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $17 

87 Crossbarn by Paul Hobbs 2012 Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). This seems al-

most sweet in vanilla, honey and buttered toast, with 
ripe pineapple, orange and tropical fruit flavors. A great 
burst of acidity provides balance. Drink now for its 
sheer lusciousness. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

87 EOS 2011 Estate Chardonnay (Central 
Coast). This wine shows good Chardonnay 

character, from the creamy texture to the notes of but-
tered toast, vanilla, lemons and limes. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

87 Jenner 2011 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). So acidic, dry and citrusy, it’s more like 

a Sauvignon Blanc than Chardonnay, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s not a fine wine. Despite the leanness, it shows 
plenty of elegance. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

87 Krutz 2012 Inspiration Vineyard Magno-
lia Series Chardonnay (Russian River 

Valley). Krutz has blended this Chardonnay to drink 
now. The wine shows varietal flavors of tropical fruits, 
with a creamy note from lees aging and oaky notes of 
buttered toast. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

87 Roth 2011 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
This is an interesting wine that offers plenty of 

Chardonnay pleasure at a fair price. It’s dry and creamy, 
with pineapple, peach and lime fruit flavors, brightened 
by tart acidity and accented with sweet oak. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

86 32 Winds 2010 Hudson Vineyard Char-
donnay (Carneros). An oaky, ripe style of 

California Chardonnay, this tastes like a dessert pas-
try of citrus and tropical fruits, vanilla wafer and sugar. 
Brisk acidity goes a long way toward providing balance. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $49 

86 32 Winds 2010 Spinnaker Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Full of apricot jam, honey, 

tangerine, Key lime pie and oak flavors, brightened by 
crisp acidity. It defines the rich, California Chardonnay 
style. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $39 

86 Bianchi 2011 El Camino Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Barbara County). This 

easy-drinking Chardonnay boasts flavors of sweet 
cream, buttered toast, honey and apricot-orange juice. 
Drink it over the next few months with shrimp salad, 
smoked trout or a weekend brunch of scrambled eggs 
and lox. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $16 

86 Cellars 33 2011 Keefer Ranch Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). This is an ec-

centric Chardonnay, despite coming from a highly es-
teemed vineyard. It’s acidic and oaky-sweet with pine-
apple Life Savers candy pineapple and lemon-drop fla-
vors. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $38 

86 Dry Creek Vineyard 2010 Foggy Oaks 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). 

Strong in oak and fruit, this ripe Chardonnay features 
apricots, oranges and peaches. It’s honeyed, but finishes 
dry, giving the impression of great richness. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Hill Wine Company 2011 Black Dog Se-
ries Chardonnay (Napa Valley). Its brisk 

acidity and dry, tart lemon-and-lime flavors make this 
a nice wine to drink now. It has the herb and tobacco 
notes you often find in Napa Valley Chardonnay. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

86 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Chardonnay 
(California). For full review see page 9. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

85 Irony 2011 Chardonnay (Monterey Coun-
ty). This is good everyday Chardonnay, showing 

the creaminess and rich vanilla and fruit flavors people 
love. The acidity is strong, and the finish falls away a bit, 
but the citrus and tropical fruit flavors deliver. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

85 Novy 2011 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). A pretty good Chardonnay, rich in oak 

and fruit. The butterscotch, caramel, buttered toast and 
citrus fruit flavors offer plenty of appeal. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

84 Cameron Hughes 2010 Lot 324 Char-
donnay (Atlas Peak). This simple Chardon-

nay delivers with buttered toast, butterscotch and pine-
apple-orange-mango juice flavors. It’s on the soft side. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $14 

84 De Tierra 2011 Vindegard Chardonnay 
(Monterey). Brisk acidity and buttered toast, 

pineapple jam and brown sugar flavors mark this Char-
donnay. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

84 Dominican Oaks 2012 Unoaked Char-
donnay (Napa Valley). A decent, everyday 
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Chardonnay, dry and crisp in acidity, with citrus, peach 
and tropical fruit flavors that finish a little sweet. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

84 J. Lohr 2011 October Night Chardonnay 
(Arroyo Seco). Good for everyday drinking, 

but on the light side, with modest tropical fruit flavors 
liberally enhanced with butterscotch. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

84 Joullian 2011 Chardonnay (Monterey). 
This is a simple Chardonnay, loaded with brown 

sugar, buttered toast, honey and pineapple jam flavors. 
It has yeasty complications of sur lie aging. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

84 Sonoma-Loeb 2011 Chardonnay (So-
noma County). Not much going on beyond 

oaky flavors of toast, vanilla and butterscotch. Under-
neath all that is pineapple and mango fruit, brightened 
by acidity. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $25 

83 Dominican Oaks 2012 Chardonnay (Napa 
Valley). Modest flavors of peaches and limes 

characterize this bone-dry Chardonnay. It’s clean, crisp 
in acidity, but too light to earn a better score. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

80 Casa Tiene Vista 2012 City Lights Char-
donnay (California). This Chardonnay has 

dilute peach, citrus and vegetal flavors. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

viognier

91 Qupé 2012 Sawyer Lindquist Vineyard 
Viognier (Edna Valley). Avoids the variety’s 

opulent, often sweet side in favor of a leaner, drier, more 
elegant style. It has the weight and texture of a Sau-
vignon Blanc, yet offers rich but subtle tropical fruit, 
white flower and mineral flavors, with a smack of sweet 
oak. This is a complex wine, and you don’t want to drink 
it too cold. —S.H. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

90 Stolpman 2012 Viognier (Santa Ynez Val-
ley). An exotic but compelling wine that allows 

Viognier a full expression of its personality, but reins it 
in with dry elegance. The tropical fruit, nectarine, white 
flower, honey and vanilla flavors are pure Viognier, yet 
the wine never loses its structural integrity and mineral-
ity. Great value at this price. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Zotovich Cellars 2012 Estate Grown 
Viognier (Sta. Rita Hills). Moderate alcohol 

brings a streamlined elegance to a variety that can be 
blowsy. The acidity and minerality firmly ground the 
tropical fruit flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

88 Cline 2012 Viognier (North Coast). A 
widely found Viognier that’s tasty and well-tem-

pered, easy-drinking in its lovely peach and pineapple 

fruit tones. Flavorful and weighty, enjoy this wine with 
Thai food or spicy pork enchiladas. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

88 Legendre 2012 Tumbas Vineyard Viogni-
er (Amador County). Opening with a pretty 

honeysuckle nose, this Viognier is completely in bal-
ance, with layers of lime and pineapple and restrained 
weight. Enjoy with Thai papaya salad or ceviche. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $24 

87 Mineral Wines 2010 Viognier (Calaveras 
County). This Viognier is rich in jasmine aro-

mas, softly hued and textured, with flavors of honey 
and pear. Bright in acidity, this is inviting in every way. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

84 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Viognier (Cali-
fornia). For full review see page 10. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $8 

sauvignon blanc

92 Brander 2011 Au Natural Sauvignon 
Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). Brander’s Au 

Naturel is the winery’s highest expression of unoaked 
Sauvignon Blanc, and the 2011 is one of their great-
est ever. Dry and crisp with acidity, it’s fabulously com-
plex with flavors of citrus and tropical fruit, green apple, 
gooseberry, minerals, spices and dried herbs. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

92 Robert Mondavi 2011 Reserve To Kalon 
Vineyard Fumé Blanc (Napa Valley). The 

cool vintage resulted in an unusually lean and stream-
lined, but by no means uninteresting, wine. It’s sub-
tly fruity with hints of citrus zest and grapefruit. The 
main note, however, is gooseberry—barely ripe, acidic, 
mouthwatering and white peppery. The finish is abso-
lutely dry. It should develop earthy, dried fruit notes 
over the next six years. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Brander 2012 Mesa Verde Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). Made 

without oak fermentation or barrel aging, this wine is 
the essence of Santa Ynez fruit. It’s savory and rich with 
lemons, limes, kiwis and oranges, as well as a touch of 
tart gooseberry. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Brander 2011 Faith Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). Captures the 

purity of Santa Ynez Sauvignon Blanc with laser-sharp 
lemon, lime, pineapple and gooseberry flavors. The 
acidity is wonderful. Fermented in stainless steel and 
aged in neutral oak barrels to give it just a touch of 
smoke. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 V. Sattui 2012 Carsi Vineyard Reserve 
Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). This vine-

yard is south of Yountville, putting it into the coolest 

part of the valley. This dry, savory, young wine is all 
about acidity, minerality and clean citrus and tropical 
fruit flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

89 Bink 2012 Randle Hill Vineyard Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Yorkville Highlands). Stain-

less-steel fermented and aged, this Sauvignon Blanc 
is juicy with kiwi and melon flavors, and pleasant in its 
crispness and bright acidity. A fantastic sipping wine to 
enjoy with all manner of seafood. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

89 Carr 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). This is a lovely Sauvignon Blanc that 

shows how well the Santa Ynez Valley can ripen the va-
riety, while maintaining its vital acidity. Fermented in 
stainless steel, the wine shows tart flavors of lemons, 
limes and tropical fruits. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Pomelo 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-
fornia). What a delicious Sauvignon Blanc, 

and look at that everyday price. It’s so easy to like the 
creamy, yet tart flavors of peaches, with a slight touch 
of sour lees for complexity. From Mason Cellars, with a 
case production of 48,000. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

89 Robert Mondavi 2011 Dry Fumé Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Like the label says, this is a 

bone-dry wine. Laden with flint-infused tropical fruit 
and yellow apricot flavors brightened with a squirt of 
lime acidity, the is an especially mouthwatering wine. 
More than 13,000 cases produced. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 V. Sattui 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). This beautiful Sauvignon Blanc is tart 

in acidity and dry, but there’s a honeyed note that adds 
richness. Citrus and tropical fruit flavors flirt with notes 
of mint and green grass, but are not at all unripe. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

88 Bink 2012 Old Chatham Ranch Vineyard 
Sauvignon Blanc (Yorkville Highlands). 

Bink’s Old Chatham Ranch spends four months in neu-
tral oak. It’s alluring with vanilla and floral aromas, and 
a taste of orange peel that gives it signature appeal. 
The wine is medium bodied with finely textured layers, 
making it a food-friendly wine ready for seared scallops. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

88 Merry Edwards 2011 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Russian River Valley). Despite a chilly vin-

tage, the winery successfully avoiding the green fruit 
that plagues so much Sauvignon Blanc from 2011. 
While the wine is dry, it’s rich in citrus, pear, tropical 
fruit and honey flavors, with a touch of spicy oak. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

88 Niner 2012 Jespersen Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Edna Valley). This wine is 

marked by dry, tingly acidity and pure, laser-iike pink 



WineMag.com | 51

grapefruit, Meyer lemon and lime flavors. A strong hint 
of green gooseberry gives it a savory appeal akin to New 
Zealand Sauvignon Blanc. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $22 

88 Pepi 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
This Sauvignon Blanc is dry, crisp and long on 

citrus and tropical fruit flavors that finish with a hint of 
honey. The acidity is bright and clean. Sourced from the 
lesser-known regions of Clarksburg and Lake County, 
this is a bargain buy that’s easy to find, with 10,000 cases 
produced. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $10 

88 Stephen & Walker 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Green Valley). Tart, lemony acidity gives 

this Sauvignon Blanc a mouthwatering savoriness. The 
wine itself is bone dry, with lemon, lime and grapefruit 
flavors. It’s a great cocktail sipper to start the evening. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

87 Armida 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Russian 
River Valley). This unoaked Sauvignon Blanc 

shows brisk acidity highlighting intensely concentrated 
lemon, lime, peach and honey flavors. Despite the ripe 
fruit profile, it has a dry, minerally finish. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Beaucanon 2011 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). This clean, racy, young Sauvi-

gnon Blanc brims with citrus, Asian pear, mango and 
white-pepper flavors that finish dry and tart with acid-
ity. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Dry Creek Vineyard 2012 Fumé Blanc 
(Sonoma County). For full review see page 

9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Niner 2012 Bootjack Ranch Sauvignon 
Blanc (Paso Robles). This is a well-priced, 

clean and easy-to-like Sauvignon. It’s dry to off dry, with 
a slight fizz that lifts the lime, kiwi, Meyer lemon and 
tropical fruit flavors. There’s just a hint of cream and va-
nilla on the palate. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

87 Sebastiani 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (So-
noma County). This is a good, brisk Sauvi-

gnon Blanc whose citrus and tropical fruit, peach and 
vanilla flavors are delicious. Bright acidity makes it feel 
clean and zesty. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Waterstone 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). Subtle oak gives the lemon, lime and 

peach flavors a creamy richness to this dry, easy-to-like 
wine. It did not undergo the malolactic fermentation, 
allowing it to maintain mouthwatering acidity. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

86 Courtney Benham 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). This is just what you want a 

Sauvignon Blanc to be, from a winery that knows how 
to make it affordable. With mouthwatering acidity, it 
shows lemongrass and pink grapefruit flavors, with hints 
of exotic mangoes. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

86 Eristavi Winery 2012 Vintner’s Reserve 
Sauvignon Blanc (California). Made in a 

family winery based in San Francisco that sources fruit 
mainly from Lodi, this Sauvignon Blanc is rich with fig 
and Nilla Wafer notes, with a pretty, floral nose. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

86 Gracianna 2012 Kiwi’s Blend Sauvignon 
Blanc (Russian River Valley). Bright acidity 

highlights lemonade, sour-pineapple candy and green-
grass flavors in this dry, country-style Sauvignon Blanc. 
There’s a honeyed note that would pair well with South-
east Asian fare. —S.H. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

86 Graziano 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Men-
docino County). Greg Graziano blends 81% 

Sauvignon Blanc and 19% Pinot Grigio for a dynamite 
combination of tropical guava flavor, bracing acidity, 
and a pronounced hit of grapefruit on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Groth 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Val-
ley). Groth’s Sauvignon Blanc is vintage-driven. 

The 2012, from a cool year, has a lusciousness from lees 
contact and oak, along with pleasant citrus and tropical 
fruit flavors. A stubbornly unripe green note distracts. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $21 

86 Lancaster 2012 Samantha’s Sauvignon 
Blanc (Alexander Valley). Lavish barrel fer-

mentation, aging in new French oak and sur lie stirring 
was intended to bring out a Bordeaux-style richness in 
this wine. But the chilly vintage intervened, yielding a 
wine with dominant green peppercorn aromas and fla-
vors. Still, it’s a subtle, elegant wine. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

86 Mason Cellars 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Racy acidity gives this spare, 

elegant Sauvignon Blanc a mouthwatering quality. The 
lime and grapefruit flavors have a green edge of grass 
and gooseberries. A good glass of wine for cocktail sip-
ping with savory appetizers. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Overland 2012 Kick Ranch Sauvignon 
Blanc (Sonoma County). This Sauvignon 

Blanc is dry and a little soft, with one-dimensional cit-
rus, vanilla and green-apple flavors. The creamy texture 
makes it feel plush and round in the mouth. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

86 Tudal 2012 Honker Blanc (Napa Valley). 
A pleasant sipper for drinking now, with citrus 

fruit, Asian-pear and peach flavors, accented by acidity. 
This 100% Sauvignon was unoaked. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

85 Banshee Wines 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). Sweet-pea and citrus fla-

vors are pleasant, along with a welcome touch of creamy 
oak for richness. But there’s also hints of green, unripe 
fruit in this dry, crisp Sauvignon Blanc. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $18 

85 Hill Wine Company 2011 Black Dog Se-
ries Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 

Good, crisp acidity makes this wine bright and clean in 
the mouth, and it’s fundamentally dry. It’s also one-di-
mensional with lemon, lime and grapefruit flavors, with 
a strong note of green, grassy gooseberry. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

85 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (California). For full review see page 

10. Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

85 Pat Paulsen Vineyards 2012 Mio Vigneto 
Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). This is a lean and 

crisp Sauvignon Blanc exhibiting apricot and fig notes, 
and just a bite of lemon sourness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

84 Grey Stack 2012 Dry Stack Vineyard 
Rosemary’s Block Sauvignon Blanc (So-

noma County). Nice acidity and clean varietal flavors 
of citrus and tropical fruit, apricot and peach mark this 
slightly oaky wine. There’s a white sugar note through-
out, however, that turns cloying after a sip or two. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $33 

84 Hess Collection 2012 Small Block Series 
Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). An under-

ripe streak of wintergreen mint accompanies lemon and 
lime flavors in this crisp wine. It would be a good com-
panion to Chinese and Vietnamese food. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

84 Markham 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). This is dryish to off-dry, with simple 

lemon, lime and honey flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

84 Martin Ranch - J.D. Hurley 2011 Sau-
vignon Blanc (Santa Clara Valley). This 

meaty, oaky Sauvignon Blanc, with a trace of Semillon, 
is slightly bitter with grassy and lemony aromas and fla-
vors coming to the fore. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

84 Parkers Estate 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). Ripe lemon, lime and 

tropical fruit flavors lend this wine a sugary tone. Fine 
acidity provides balance. Drink it with sweeter fare, 
such as ham, sausages, or melon with prosciutto. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 Tin Roof 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). There’s no oak on this simple Sauvignon 

Blanc. It’s made in a softer style, which makes the apri-
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buyingguide
cot, orange and lime flavors taste riper than they really 
are. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $10 

83 Grey Stack 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (So-
noma County). Sugary notes make this wine 

remniscent of a lemon-and-lime soda drink. It’s oaky, 
with a bit of heat from unbalanced alcohol. A straight-
forward, simple wine for drinking now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $26 

pinoT gris/grigio

88 Carr 2012 Turner Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(Sta. Rita Hills). They grow this wine in a por-

tion of the vineyard not really suitable for Pinot Noir, 
but it sure does make for a nice Pinot Gris. Ferment-
ed and briefly aged in stainless steel, it has impeccable 
acidity and deep, impressive citrus and tropical fruit fla-
vors. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Pepi 2012 Pinot Grigio (California). This 
wine is clean and refreshing, just what an every-

day Pinot Grigio should be: Dry and crisp, with sugges-
tions of lemons, limes and peaches. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 La Crema 2012 Pinot Gris (Monterey). 
This wine has an accent of clover honey to the 

lemon, lime and peache aromas and flavors. It’s crisp 
in acidity, which balances the ripe fruit flavors. Drink 
now with charcuterie, or bagels and lox with weekend 
brunch. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Buena Vista 2012 The Count’s Selection 
Pinot Gris (Sonoma Valley). Easy to drink 

for its ripe lemon, lime, green apple and peach flavors. 
Brisk acidity provides needed crispness and balance. 
Grab some sausages, tempura or popcorn shrimp and 
enjoy. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

85 Oak Grove 2012 Reserve Pinot Grigio 
(California). For full review see page 10. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

83 Discoveries Vineyards 2011 Pinot Grigio 
(California). Shows the crisp acidity and tangy 

citrus fruit flavors that make Pinot Grigio so popular. 
But it also has a tinge of effervescence. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

83 Forest Glen 2011 Tehachapi Clone Pinot 
Grigio (California). An easy wine, with ripe 

citrus, apricot, apple and honey flavors, brightened by 
crisp acidity. —S.H. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $10 

82 Arrow Creek 2012 Coastal Series Pinot 
Grigio (California). This is a simple, easygo-

ing white wine, with ripe flavors of apricots and oranges. 
It has just enough acidity to get by. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

82 Camelot NV Pinot Grigio (California). Not 
much going on in this soft wine. It has citrus 

fruit, green grass and herb flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $7 

82 Three Pears 2012 Pinot Gris (California). 
A watery wine that tastes like a fruit juice blend 

of oranges, mangoes and pineapples, with a squirt of al-
cohol. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

riesling

88 Stonestreet 2011 Alexander Mountain 
Estate Riesling (Alexander Valley). This 

doesn’t show a ton of apparent Riesling character, be-
yond a petrol note. But it is a fine wine, dry, elegantly 
constructed and crisp, with a sleek, minerally architec-
ture housing citrus and peach flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

87 Coquelicot 2011 Riesling (Santa Ynez 
Valley). A slight touch of residual sugar posi-

tions this Riesling between dry and off-dry. It has rich 
apricot, orange and lime flavors, with a great burst of 
acidity. —S.H. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $29 

87 V. Sattui 2012 Dry Riesling (Napa Valley). 
They call it dry, but it tastes off-dry, although 

high acidity makes it finish tart and clean. The apricot, 
citrus, white flower and honey flavors are delicious. 
Lovely with a delicate fish, such as trout or sole, sautéed 
in butter. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

86 V. Sattui 2012 Secco Riesling (Napa Val-
ley). Lots of easy to like flavors in this dryish 

wine, ranging from apricots to citrus fruits. It’s a little 
heavy for a Riesling, lacking the variety’s crispness, but 
modest alcohol makes it delicate. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

85 Black Box 2012 Riesling (Monterey 
County). A pleasant wine, dryish and tart in 

acidity, with citrus, green apple and honeysuckle fla-
vors. There’s a hint of Riesling’s petrol character. This 
is classic Black Box, with a high likeability factor. —S.H. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $25/3 L 

83 Forest Glen 2012 Riesling (California). 
Shows the flowery, honeyed notes of Riesling, 

with pleasant citrus, apple and peach flavors. It’s a little 
soft, but will drink well with ham, sausages or just about 
anything with bacon. —S.H. 
abv: 10.2% Price: $10 

whiTe blends

94 Sanguis 2011 Incandescent Proprietary 
(Santa Barbara County). This blend of 

Roussanne, Chardonnay and Viognier is a wine of tre-
mendous interest and complexity. While it’s quite dry, it 
shows powerful flavors, but is not a bomb, with the vo-
luptuous, flowery fruitiness retreating into firmer min-
erals in the finish. Sweet oak is present in the most ex-
acting balance. An exciting experiment in control and 
verve from this distinguished winery. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

92 Brander 2011 Cuvée Nicolas Semillon-
Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). 

Brander’s Sauvignon Blancs are so rich in their own 
right, they don’t even need oak. But when you take a 
good one, as this is, and add some new French barrels, it 
becomes even richer. Blended with 35% Semillon, this 
wine has serious weight and texture, with complex lay-
ers of citrus and tropical fruits, buttercream, vanilla and 
toast. It’s a very nuanced white wine, so do not drink it 
too cold. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

90 Baiocchi Wines 2012 del papa Viognier-
Roussanne (Fair Play). This is a gorgeous 

blend of 70% Viognier and 30% Roussanne that’s bal-
anced between notes of honey and almond, white peach 
and honeysuckle. This is a delightful apéritif wine, yet 
serious enough to pair with seafood risotto or coq au 
vin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $24 

86 Kenwood 2012 Vintage White (Califor-
nia). A versatile white wine, made from Char-

donnay and Sauvignon Blanc, and showing aspects of 
both. It’s rich in creamy oranges, peaches, lemons and 
limes, brightened with crisp, citrusy acidity. Best Buy. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

oTher whiTe wines

91 Qupé 2010 Bien Nacido Hillside Estate 
Roussanne (Santa Maria Valley). A fine 

wine from a producer that dependably produces one 
of California’s best Roussannes. Texturally, it has the 
weight of Chardonnay, with some French oak influence 
and the creaminess of lees aging. The acidity is pro-
nounced. Flavorwise, this 100% varietal wine is com-
plex in citrus fruits, peaches and flinty minerality. It has 
all the hallmarks of a wine that will age gracefully. Drink 
now–2020. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

90 Sebastiani 2012 Roussanne (Carneros). 
The rich creaminess and peach, lime, apple and 

pineapple flavors could be Chardonnay, but this is 100% 
Roussanne. Unbelievably, it’s unoaked, which makes 
you wonder where all those buttered toast and vanilla 
flavors come from. For less than twenty bucks, it shows 
extraordinary opulence. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 
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90 Gundlach Bundschu 2012 Estate Vine-
yard Gewürztraminer (Sonoma Coast). 

For full review see page 7. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

88 Niner 2012 Jespersen Vineyard Albariño 
(Edna Valley). The tart acidity, clean miner-

ality and intense citrus, green apple, kiwi, honey and 
gooseberry flavors immediately suggest a cool growing 
area. Edna Valley it is, with excellent results. The wine 
has no trace of oak, so what you get is brisk, mouthwa-
tering fruit and a dry finish. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 V. Sattui 2012 Carsi Vineyard Sémillon 
(Napa Valley). This is one of the best Sémil-

lons California has produced in recent years, although 
the truth is that there haven’t been that many. It has the 
creamy richness and tropical fruit flavors of Chardon-
nay, but is more pinpointed in acidity. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

86 Buttonwood 2012 Estate Grown Gre-
nache Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). Shows 

good Grenache Blanc character, with orange sorbet and 
vanilla flavors, brightened by crisp coastal acidity, and 
finishing dry and clean. The only problem is that it’s on 
the thin, watery side. —S.H. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $22 

86 Margerum 2012 Grenache Blanc (Santa 
Barbara County). Good and dry, with brisk 

acidity and just a touch of oak, making it a versatile 
white wine at the table. The flavors suggest oranges, 
pineapples and vanilla. —S.H. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $21 

85 Buena Vista 2012 The Count’s Selection 
French Colombard (Russian River Val-

ley). Buena Vista is one of the few wineries to release 
this variety, which is widely grown throughout Califor-
nia. It’s a pleasant wine, with simple citrus and green 
grape flavors, accented with acidity. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

sparkling wine

85 JFJ NV Extra Dry (California). Dry, but not 
entirely, with a honeyed edge that softens the 

tough acidity. There’s a good taste of oranges and limes, 
as well as the doughy brioche you want in a sparkling 
wine. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

rosés

92 Onesta 2012 Bechthold Vineyard Rosé 
(Lodi). Onesta is Jillian Johnson’s debut of 

her own wines; she previously made Cinsault-based 
reds and rosés for the Phoenix Ranch brand. She is not 
new, however, to the indelible Bechthold Vineyard and 
its ancient Cinsault grapes, and her passion and exper-
tise with the site shows gorgeously here. Orange-pink 
in hue, this beauty shares notes of crushed strawberry 

that are perfectly in balance with its dry, elegant point-
of-view. Sip this one all night long, with food or with-
out. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

91 Baiocchi Wines 2012 Neophyte Rosé 
(Fair Play). A rosé of Grenache, grown in Fair 

Play, Neophyte is golden peach in color and crisp, with 
a long, spicy finish. Swirls of cucumber, watermelon 
and Nilla Wafer add depth to the palate. Only 60 cases 
made. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

90 Sheldon 2012 Weatherly Rosé (Lodi). 
Sheldon makes this rosé from Graciano sourced 

from Lodi’s eclectic limestone-soiled Ripken Vine-
yard, where it also sources grapes for a red version of 
the wine. Beautiful in its rose petal-red color, this wine 
opens with aromas of baked strawberry, watermelon 
and charcuterie, and is dry, crisp and meaty through-
out, with a kick of spice on the finish. Only 72 cases 
made. —V.B. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $22 

89 Joseph Swan Vineyards 2012 The Vine-
yard Next Door Rosé (Russian River Val-

ley). Silky and delicate in the mouth, with racy acid-
ity and a clean, snowmelt purity. The flavors are fairly 
concentrated for a rosé, showing orange tea, strawber-
ry jam, vanilla bean, honey and spice flavors. It’s a big 
enough wine to drink with things Pinot Noir goes with, 
like salmon or ahi tuna. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

89 Virage 2012 Rosé of Cabernet Franc 
(Napa Valley). There’s a new wave of rosé in 

California, of which this is a good example. It’s dry, deli-
cate and crisp, with subtle orange tea, pink grapefruit, 
spice and mineral flavors. Winemaker Emily Richer has 
done a great job taming the Cabernet Franc for this 
rosé wine. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

87 Cline 2012 Mourvèdre Rosé (Contra 
Costa County). Cline delivers a juicy and in-

viting refresher here, pretty in pink salmon color and 
ripe in raspberry and plum flavors that flood the midpal-
ate and finish dry. This is a great bargain sipping wine 
that will bring a taste of spring to your autumn table. 
Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Waxwing 2012 Spring Hill Vineyard Rosé 
(Sonoma Coast). This is an interesting rosé 

that will pair well with a wide variety of fare, from char-
cuterie to roast salmon or cioppino. It’s dry, tart in acid-
ity and spicy, with flavors of orange zest, white peaches 
and Provençal herbs. —S.H. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $23 

86 Crossbarn by Paul Hobbs 2012 Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). With an or-

ange-pink hue, this strongly flavored rosé lacks delicacy. 
It has forward flavors of ripe pineapple, raspberry, lime 
and vanilla. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

86 Margerum 2012 Riviera Rosé (San Luis 
Obispo County). This is an easy blush wine, 

dryish and tart in acidity, with a light, silky texture. 
Made from 100% Grenache, it shows pleasant orange, 
pink grapefruit and honey flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $21 

86 Martin Ray 2012 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). This is a rosé for fans of Pi-

not Noir or even Chardonnay, for that matter. It’s dark-
ish in color and fairly full bodied, with jammy raspberry, 
orange, strawberry daiquiri and vanilla flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $16 

84 Bruliam 2012 Rosé of Pinot Noir (So-
noma County). This is quite dark, heavy and 

warm for a rosé, with orange zest, raspberry and vanilla 
flavors. The fruit is prominent, sacrificing some of the 
wine’s potential elegance. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

84 Buena Vista 2012 The Count’s Selection 
Pinot Noir Rosé (Sonoma Coast). At a 

time when California rosés are marching toward dry-
ness, this one hews to a richer path. It has flavors of 
raspberries, strawberries and white sugar. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

84 Grey Stack 2012 Two Pinks Rosé (Ben-
nett Valley). The two pinks are Pinot Noir and 

Grenache, which give lots of jammy raspberry, cherry 
and watermelon fruit. Sauvignon Blanc adds acidity as 
well as a touch of citrus. The finish is rich and ripe, with 
a slightly cloying sensation that lingers. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

84 Niner 2012 Grenache Rosé (Paso Ro-
bles). This darkly colored rosé has an orange-

garnet color, and the alcohol is slightly noticeable. It 
feels heavy and rich in the mouth, with raspberry pie-
filling flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

84 Tudal 2012 Alma’s Napa Rosé (Napa Val-
ley). Made from Zinfandel, Malbec, Sangio-

vese and Pinot Noir, this tastes rich in cranberries, wa-
termelons and strawberries. The acidity is refreshingly 
tart, but the ripe fruit flavors make it somewhat cloying 
on the palate. —S.H. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $21 

sweeT wines

90 EOS 2011 Tears of Dew Late Harvest 
Moscato (Paso Robles). Few dessert wines 

in California have as successful a track record as EOS’s 
Tears of Dew. The 2011 is very sweet in honey, apricot, 
orange and vanilla flavors, balanced with crisp acidity. 
The alcohol is refreshingly low, making it clean and light 
to drink. —S.H. 
abv: 9.6% Price: $22/375 ml 

86 Stephen & Walker 2012 Patrona Muscat 
Canelli (Alexander Valley). Sweet and hon-

eyed, this dessert wine has tangerine, apricot and peach 
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flavors. It has a good burst of acidity to give it balance. 
—S.H. 
abv: 11% Price: $38 

86 V. Sattui 2011 Late Harvest Riesling 
(Napa Valley). This dessert wine has rich fla-

vors of honey, apricot and orange jam and vanilla bean. 
Good acidity gives a bracing cleanliness to the sweet-
ness. It’s a little thin on the finish. —S.H. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $42/375 ml 

85 Discoveries Vineyards 2011 Moscato 
(California). You could drink this easy Mosca-

to with fish, chicken, even pork, but it’s sweet enough to 
classify as a dessert wine. It shows flavors of honey, apri-
cots, tangerines and limes. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

85 Lost Angel 2011 Moscato (California). 
With white sugar, honey, apricot, orange and 

lime flavors, this will appeal to your sweet tooth. It has 
just enough acidity for balance. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 11% Price: $10 

85 Martin & Weyrich 2012 Allegro Riesling 
(California). This Riesling has honeyed flavors 

of citrus and tropical fruits, but it’s very brisk in acidity, 
which balances the sweetness. Clean and vibrant, it’s a 
nice cocktail sipper, and will pair well with Asian fare. 
—S.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

california red wines

caberneTs & blends

94 Charles Krug 2010 Limited Release 
X Clones Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Napa Valley). The “X” designation refers to the 
number of clones in this 100% Cabernet Sauvignon. 
You have to search for the richness—buried so deep-
ly now—but it’s there, like a pirate treasure of black-
berries, black currants and cassis liqueur. Hard, thick 
and resistant now, it’s framed by astringent tannins and 
a dryness that’s almost arid. Charles Krug clearly built 
this wine to age, and there’s no reason it shouldn’t. Your 
window begins in 2018 and should last a very long time. 
Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $100 

94 Guarachi Family 2010 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Napa Cabernets of 

this explosive power have the challenge of maintain-
ing balance under the assault of all that fruit. This wine, 
fortunately, succeeds. It does offer an explosion of 
blackberries,  currants, cassis and mocha, but is ground-
ed by a savory olive notes and minerality. Meanwhile, 
the tannin-acid balance is near perfect. It will be hard 
to keep your hands off it until 2020, but try. Cellar Se-
lection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $80 

94 Pride Mountain 2009 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa-Sonoma). This gigantic 

Cabernet is one of Pride’s biggest ever. Blackberries, 

cherries and chocolate nibs explode in the mouth, but 
it’s no mere fruit bomb. The tannins and acids lend it in-
tegrity, and the finish is miraculously dry. A superb job, 
and as good as it is now, should develop over the next 
12–15 years, depending on how old you like your Cabs. 
Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $130 

94 Spoto 2010 Private Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

93 Black Coyote 2010 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Massive fruity ex-

tract characterizes this Cabernet. With noble tannins 
and explosive black currant, cassis and dark chocolate 
flavors, it defines the modern Napa cult style of soft, 
delicious complexity. Good to go now, but you’re better 
off holding it for 8–12 years. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $106 

92 Black Ridge 2009 San Andreas Red (San-
ta Cruz Mountains). What a pretty wine! 

Made from Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cab Franc 
and Petit Verdot, it’s delicious and complex, with each 
of the grape varieties bringing something different. 
The blackberry, cherry, currant and cedar flavors are 
wrapped into silky tannins. Should age for 5–6 years, 
but there’s no reason you can’t drink it now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $49 

92 Charles Krug 2010 Family Reserve Gen-
erations Estate (Napa Valley). A lovely 

wine, soft and supple, with a superb tannin structure 
framing the most interesting and delicious flavors. 
Blackberries, blueberries, red and black currants, anise 
and cedar notes all come together in balanced harmony, 
leading to a long, dry finish. Not an ager, but an elegant 
Napa Valley wine to drink now and over the next few 
years. —S.H. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $50 

92 Charles Krug 2010 Vintage Selection 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). The 

winery’s Vintage Select Cabernet was famous in its day 
as one of California’s greatest and most long-lived. It’s 
not entirely clear why they changed the name to Vintage 
Selection, but this is still a very good wine. Ripe, suc-
culent currant fruit and a soft mouthfeel are the high-
lights, seconded by complexity, dryness and a gentle ap-
plication of new French oak. So gently appealing now, 
it’s drinkable, and should develop for 6–10 years. Cel-
lar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $90 

92 Krutz 2009 Stagecoach Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). You’ll want to 

give this vigorous young Cab time in the cellar to come 
around. It’s tannic and closed now, and the blackber-
ry and cherry fruit has a primary fruit jamminess that 
wants to develop some bottle-aged characteristics. Give 
it until 2017 to begin to come around. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

92 Lancaster 2009 Nicole’s (Alexander Val-
ley). This wine is a blend of 75% Cabernet Sau-

vignon and 25% Malbec. It shows the big, hard tannins 
of both varieties, as well as their dryness and intense 
blackberry, currant and dark chocolate flavors. The 
100% new French oak is in balance with the size of the 
underlying fruit. Don’t even think of popping the cork 
before 2015, and it should still be providing pleasure in 
2021. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

92 Longboard 2010 Mavericks Goosechase 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexan-

der Valley). This is a seriously good Cabernet. You can 
stand it against anything in California and it will acquit 
itself with pride. It shows the soft tannins and herba-
ceousness of Alexander Valley, but is rich in blackber-
ries, cherries and mocha, with a long, spicy finish. The 
result is a deliciously complex wine, dry, full-bodied and 
rich. Drink now–2016. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Metaphora 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 5. Cel-

lar Selection. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $150 

92 Pride Mountain 2010 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa-Sonoma). Defines the Pride 

Cabernet style of big, rich, ripely extracted fruit, signif-
icant oak and dense mountain tannins. Harder to de-
scribe is just how dramatic the wine feels in the mouth. 
Offers black currant, cassis liqueur and dark chocolate 
flavors subtlely tinged with herbs and tannins. May not 
have the stuffing for the very long haul, but great over 
the next six years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

92 Pride Mountain 2009 Reserve Claret (So-
noma-Napa). This is a huge, extracted Caber-

net, potent in blackberry and cherry jam flavors, with 
plenty of oak influence. It shows the intensity of a Pride 
red wine as well as the tough mountain tannins. Impres-
sive now for sheer power, and should develop over the 
next 8–10 years. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $130 

92 Steven Kent 2010 The Premier Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). A Cabernet 

Sauvignon from historic Livermore Valley vineyards, 
including Ghielmetti, Home Ranch and Smith Ranch, 
all single-vineyard designated Cabernets in their own 
right, The Premier represents the winery’s best of the 
überbest, aged entirely in new French oak. With aromas 
of raspberry, currant and coconut, the wine is balanced 
and relatively austere, light in weight with a long finish. 
A hint of tobacco and licorice round things out. This is a 
lovely wine that’s ready to age. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

92 Tudal 2009 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(St. Helena). Heavy, oaky and fruity now, but 

it’s a young Cabernet, and all the signs point to ageabil-
ity. The tannins are firm, in the way of Napa, the acid-
ity is just right, and the core consists of massive black 
currant and cassis flavors, with a fine minerality adding 



WineMag.com | 55

to the structure. The winemaker is the brilliant Kirk 
Venge. Drink 2017 and beyond. Cellar Selection. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Dry Creek Vineyard 2009 The Mariner 
Meritage (Dry Creek Valley). For full re-

view see page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Ghost Block 2010 Single Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Yountville). A huge wine 

with ripe blackberries, currants, dark chocolate and rai-
sins. The oak is strong, and there’s some heat from al-
cohol. The impact is of a dramatically layered wine, but 
one whose internal conflicts may not allow it to age long 
enough for the hard tannins to outlive the fruit. Drink 
now–2016. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

90 Beaucanon 2010 Trifecta (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 6. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Ghost Block 2010 Estate Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Oakville). With smooth, complex 

tannins, this attractive wine shows the structural ele-
gance of a fine Oakville Cabernet. It’s consistent with 
past estate bottlings from the winery, with dry, savory 
black currant, cassis and oak flavors that are drinking 
well now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Hughes Wellman 2009 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Give this wine extra 

credit for sheer power. It’s enormous in blackberries, 
currants and mocha, wrapped into hard, but soft, tan-
nins, a paradox that extends to its drinkability. You can 
pop the cork now because it’s so delicious, but it also has 
the stuffing to last a good eight years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Kenwood 2010 Jack London Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma Moun-

tain). For full review see page 7.
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Charles Krug 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Yountville). Will age for quite a while, grad-

ually shedding fruit and tannins, but you’re best off 
drinking it soon for savory youthful pleasure. Dry and 
balanced, it’s showing lovely blackberry, currant and oak 
flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

89 Hess Collection 2009 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mount Veeder). Depth and complex-

ity typify this mountain Cabernet. There’s plenty of con-
centrated blackberry and black currant fruit, but also 
intriguing notes of olives, dark chocolate and minerals. 
A little soft, but fine for drinking now and through 2015. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

89 Joullian 2009 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Carmel Valley). Made in a style that’s 

lower in alcohol and earthier than your typical Napa 
Valley Cabernet, this bottling has plenty of complex el-
egance. The blackberry, tobacco and cedar flavors will 
pair well with steak. Drink now–2017. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

89 Markham 2009 The Altruist Calistoga Es-
tate Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 

Valley). Enormously rich in blackberry and cherry pie, 
mocha and oak flavors, this Cab has ripe, fine tannins 
and a spicy finish. It’s surprisingly soft, which limits its 
ageability, so drink now–2015. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

89 Markham 2009 The Philanthropist Yount-
ville Estate Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Napa Valley). This is a lush Cabernet, rich in choco-
late and cherry pie flavors, with raisin and currant notes 
that add to the complexity. It’s absolutely delicious, in 
the modern Napa style, but too soft for aging. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

89 Sojourn 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Spring Mountain). Shows a fantastic con-

centration of mountain fruit, with potent black cherry, 
currant, cassis and plum flavors that go on and on into a 
long, spicy finish. The tannins are strong, while acidity is 
soft, suggesting immediate drinkability. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $59 

89 Stephen & Walker 2010 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Howell Mountain). Hard-edged tan-

nins are the star on this wine now, but it does show an 
enormous heart of blackberries and black currants. Will 
it age? It is Howell Mountain, so the answer is, probably 
yes. Drink 2018–2020. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $65 

89 Steven Kent 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Livermore Valley). A minty, tomato-leafy 

Cabernet with 12% Petit Verdot and 3% Merlot, this is 
an accessible, round-tannin wine, elegant and tempting 
in cardamom spice. The flavors ping pong between dark 
chocolate and dark cherries, with enough density to pair 
well with filet mignon and enough high-toned acidity to 
drink before that steak is done. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $48 

88 Dominican Oaks 2009 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Lots of richness 

in this dry, tannic Cab, which compares favorably with 
some more expensive wines. It’s offering a juicy mouth-
ful of blackberries and black currants that finish with a 
slight raisiny sweetness. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

88 Dominus 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This is a lean Dominus, show-

ing the difficulties of the vintage. It’s dry and tannic, 
with black currant, cherry and cassis flavors that are 
wrapped in strong, hard tannins. It’s a good wine, but 
lacks the rich complexity you expect from this property. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $179 

88 GrapeHeart Vineyards 2010 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Suisun Valley). Intense in oak 

and black olive, this Cab is svelte and austere, varietal in 
both Cabernet Sauvignon and the 24% Cabernet Franc 
it contains. With soft tannins, the wine is accessible now, 
but able to hold on for awhile, paired best with braised 
ribs. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $54 

88 Groth 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). There’s a lot of rich, ripe black-

berry, blueberry, black currant and cassis flavor in this 
Cabernet, but it’s still finding its balance. The fruit is 
primary in nature with strong tannins and oak that’s not 
yet integrated. The wine lacks subtlety now, but on the 
other hand, it doesn’t seem to have a long life ahead, so 
give it 3–4 years and drink with steak. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $61 

88 Niner 2009 Fog Catcher (Paso Robles). 
This Cabernet Sauvignon-based wine is a blend 

of all the Bordeaux varieties, including Carmenere. It’s 
soft, luscious and a little hot in alcohol, with very rich, 
almost overripe blackberry, dark chocolate and currant 
flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $58 

88 Robert John 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Rich flavors of blackberry jam, 

cassis and toasty oak mark this dry, tannic young Cab. 
It’s not showing much subtlety or grace, but that may 
be a function of youth. Give it six years and see what it 
does. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

88 Sojourn 2010 Beckstoffer Vineyard 
Georges III Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther-

ford). Incredibly ripe flavors of blackberries, currants 
and mocha mark this 100% Cabernet, which is as sweet 
and heady as a cocktail drink. High alcohol gives it some 
heat. Not going anywhere, so drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $95 

88 Sojourn 2010 Proprietary Cuvée Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Enormously 

rich and ripe in chocolate, blackberry jam and sweet oak 
flavors, this Cab is also very oaky, courtesy of 75% new 
oak barrel aging. No Cabernet in California is more in-
tense, but the alcohol is hot and the wine is too soft for 
aging, so drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

88 Vino Vargas 2011 El Taxi Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Clements Hills). From a sub-region of 

Lodi, El Taxi is a pleasing Cabernet Sauvignon softened 
by 20% Merlot that’s deep in dark cherry and currant 
filling, accentuated by tobacco, chocolate and peppery 
spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $24 

88 Virage 2008 Red (Napa Valley). This inter-
esting wine is a blend of Cabernet Franc and 

Merlot, with a drop of Cabernet Sauvignon that seems 
to give it a bit of needed power. Still, it’s soft and melted. 
While the currant, red stone fruit and licorice flavors 
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are delicious and complex, it lacks structure. Drink up. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $52 

88 William Hill Estate 2010 Bench Blend 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Mas-

sive chocolate, black cherry and cassis flavors mark this 
Cab, not to mention a liberal quantity of sweet, toasty 
oak. Although it’s dry, it tastes as sweet as a dessert pas-
try. Not an ager, it should be opened by 2016. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

87 32 Winds 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Tries hard to hew to the cult 

style, and largely does, in terms of ripe, lush black cur-
rant and chocolate flavors, softness and a flamboyant 
coat of oak. The tannins, though, are very astringent, 
and the toughness doesn’t seem likely to age away. 
—S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $65 

87 Clif Family 2010 Kit’s Killer Cab Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Scoury tan-

nins and tart acids give this young Cab a rough, edgy 
mouthfeel that doesn’t seem likely to age out, despite 
good blackberry and blueberry fruit. Give it a vigorous 
decanting and drink it now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

87 Concannon 2010 Conservancy Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). Juicy and 

rich in cassis and Bing cherry fruit, Conservancy is al-
ways a reliable value-priced option, its tannins thick and 
the wine otherwise full-bodied and hinting at chocolate 
spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Dry Creek Vineyard 2009 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Dry Creek Valley). Good job in a so-

phisticated, food-friendly Cab, at a fair price. They held 
the wine back all these years, letting it soften a little, 
but it’s still pretty hard in tannins. Black currants give it 
sweet ripeness. Drink up by 2014. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Niner 2010 Bootjack Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Power and in-

tensity mark this fruity young Cabernet. The vineyard 
is on the eastern side of Paso Robles. It’s a warmer area, 
but in the cool vintage it did quite well. The wine is soft 
and mellow, and is filled with chocolate, blackberry pie 
and smoky oak flavors. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

87 Pride Mountain 2010 Vintner Select Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Feels 

heavy and soft, with ultraripe blackberry and cherry fla-
vors that have a raisiny, Port-like quality. The tannins 
are beautiful, as they always are in Pride wines, and the 
finish is dry and complex. Could surprise, but doesn’t 
seem like an ager. —S.H. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $85 

87 Vineyard 7&8 2010 7 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Spring Mountain). This is an interest-

ing Cabernet from a difficult vintage. Although the wine 

has some black currant and cassis flavors, they’re scat-
tered and diluted with herbal, tobacco notes, and those 
Spring Mountain tannins are as strong as ever. Hard to 
see it improving with age. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

86 Chateau Chevalier 2007 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Spring Mountain). Surprising to find 

a Cabernet this mature released onto the market. It’s a 
good wine, softly tannic and mellow, whose blackberry 
and cherry fruit flavors are drying out. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

86 Hess 2010 Allomi Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This is Hess’s less-expensive 

Cabernet, nearly always quite good, rarely great. It’s 
rich in blackberries, currants, mocha, Graham crackers 
and oak, soft in acidity and smooth in tannins. But it’s 
not an ager. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

86 Nine North Wine Company 2012 Rock & 
Vine Cabernet Sauvignon (North Coast). 

Oaky in tannin and big black fruit, this Cab has been 
blended with 10% Merlot and 5% Petite Sirah giving 
it ample mouthfeel and a dusting of cocoa and tobacco. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

86 Robert Mondavi 2010 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Oakville). There’s some sharpness on 

this Cabernet that kicks the palate, and also a raisin skin 
bitterness. On the plus side are lush, smooth tannins 
and quite a lot of sweet blackberry fruit. But the insta-
bilities limit the wine’s appeal, as well as its ageability, 
making it rustic. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

86 Scarlett 2010 Estate Grown McGah Fam-
ily Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-

erford). Lots to like in this 100% Cabernet. It’s rich in 
red and black currants, cassis and chocolate flavors and 
fully dry, with a fine minerality that adds to the struc-
ture. But the alcohol is on the high side, and it feels too 
soft for balance. Drink soon. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

86 Wattle Creek 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Yorkville Highlands). A cherry-vanilla Cab-

ernet of oaky prominence with an elongated finish; a 
good example of what warmer sections of the Yorkville 
Highlands can do with Bordeaux varieties. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

85 Hill Wine Company 2010 Black Dog Se-
ries Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). 

This is a rustic but likeable wine. It’s dry, tannic and full-
bodied, with good varietal flavors of black currants, dark 
chocolate and sweet, smoky oak. Drink soon. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

85 Oakville Winery 2010 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). Some pruny, raisiny 

notes compromise this Cabernet, yet it also shows 
green, minty flavors. Despite intricate tannins and fine 
acidity, it’s slightly unbalanced. The cool vintage has 

yielded the winery’s least satisfying estate Cabernet in 
years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

85 Parducci 2010 True Grit Reserve Caber-
net Sauvignon (Mendocino County). A 

Cab with closed aromas, the wine evolves into tough-
skinnned cranberry and cassis goodness worthy of the 
True Grit name, almost Zin-ish in its combination of 
blackberry jam and leather. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

85 Pat Paulsen Vineyards NV California Col-
lection Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 

This Cab is a good value for its blackberry, currant and 
oak flavors that are easy to drink. It’s good for anytime 
you want a full-bodied, dry red wine. Best Buy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 William Hill Estate 2010 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). A big, ripe, textured 

wine, rich in blackberries, currants and oak. It has over-
ripe notes of raisins, which make the finish a little bitter. 
Still, it provides plenty of pleasure. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

85 Wolfgang Puck 2010 Master Lot Re-
serve Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 

A nice everyday Cabernet, this is softly tannic and rich 
in blackberry and cherry flavors that finish a little ripe. 
It’s an easy wine to drink now with beef dishes. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

84 Autry Cellars 2008 Tertian Harmony 
(Paso Robles). At five years, this Cabernet is 

not aging well. It’s soft and simple, with the black cher-
ry fruit flavors thinning out, letting hot alcohol show 
through. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

84 Casa Tiene Vista 2012 Sir Charles Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (California). Tough and 

chewy, with stringy tannins and lots of acidity perking 
up red licorice and cherry flavors. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

84 Concannon 2010 Selected Vineyards 
Cabernet Sauvignon (California). A wide-

ly available offering from Concannon, this Cab is rich 
in jammy cherry and vanilla, with a backbone of oak, a 
nice choice for midweek dinners of rib roast and steak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

84 Magistrate 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). Here’s a sound, every-

day Cabernet. It’s dry and full-bodied, with some good 
blackberry, raisin and oak flavors. A nice buy for the 
price. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

84 RouteStock Cellars 2010 Route 29 Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This is a 

very dry and edgily tannic Cabernet. It has blackberry, 
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sage and black pepper flavors that are fine for drinking 
now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $22 

83 Happy Camper 2011 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (California). A light wine, in color, tex-

ture and flavor. It has simple blackberry and oak flavors, 
and is priced right. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

83 Irony 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). A simple, everyday Cabernet, soft and 

sweet in blackberries, raisins and oak. Despite the prob-
lems, it’s an easy wine to drink, and will satisfy plenty of 
Cab lovers. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

83 Mirassou 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). Good, standard Cabernet, prop-

erly dry and full-bodied, with blackberry and cherry fla-
vors. The price is okay for the quality. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

82 Bianchi 2010 Lakeside Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Rough around 

the edges, hot in alcohol and sweet in raisins on the fin-
ish. All that makes it a rustic Cabernet. Drink now with 
BBQ, Mexican food. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $19 

82 Cameron Hughes 2010 Lot 345 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). Smells and tastes 

overripe, with raisin and prune flavors. Not up to this 
winery’s usual standards. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

82 Casa Tiene Vista 2010 City Lights Caber-
net Sauvignon (California). Thin and soft, 

with watered-down blackberry and raisin flavors, and a 
sweet veneer of oak. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $16 

82 Dominican Oaks 2011 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Soft and dull, with sim-

ple blackberry Lifesaver candy flavors that let the heat 
from alcohol show through. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

82 Jekel 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon (Arroyo 
Seco). While this Cab is basically okay, it’s thin 

in flavor, which leaves that sharp Arroyo Seco acidity to 
star. It’s also a little hot because there’s so little fruit to 
modify the alcohol. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

82 Lockwood 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Monterey County). Thin and harsh, with 

punchy acidity punctuating sour blackberry candy and 
oak-like notes. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

82 Pat Paulsen Vineyards 2009 Heritage Se-
lection Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexander 

Valley). Beginning to dry out with age, with the ber-

ry flavors fading to reveal alcohol and herbs. Drink up. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

82 Wine Spots 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). A rustic, everyday Cabernet, 

with enough blackberry and oak flavors to pass. It’s 
rough in the mouth, with jagged tannins and an ashy 
note that’s weird. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

caberneT franc

90 Pride Mountain 2010 Cabernet Franc 
(Sonoma County). A great success for Cali-

fornia Cab Franc, moving beyond mere fruitiness to 
true structural integrity. It’s bone dry and tart, and while 
the tannins are intense, the fat of a good cut of beef will 
slice right through them. The flavors of black cherries, 
blueberries and currants are strong and flashy. Could 
be an ager, but few Cab Francs are, so drink now–2016. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $62 

88 Niner 2010 Estate Cabernet Franc (Paso 
Robles). A gigantic wine, powerfully extract-

ed in black cherries and red currants. It’s very dry and 
tannic, giving it an astringent mouthfeel. But it’s not an 
ager, so drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Carr 2010 Camp 4 Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (Santa Ynez Valley). You’ll find cher-

ry pie, red currant and sweet oak flavors in this smooth, 
dry wine. The tannins are brisk, but soft enough to drink 
the wine now with pleasure. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Markham 2010 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Franc (Napa Valley). This Cab Franc has 

some nice features, starting with the cherry and herb 
flavors that finish dry and spicy. It’s a bit rough-edged 
right out of the bottle, but the combination of decant-
ing and drinking it with a rich, fatty steak will improve it 
tremendously at the table. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

merloT

88 Charles Krug 2010 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
The blend is complex, including Syrah, Caber-

net Sauvignon and others, and the flavors are also com-
plex. They include delicious red currants, jammy mul-
berries, spicy mocha and smoky oak. Perfectly ready for 
drinking now with upscale fare. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $24 

88 Sebastiani 2010 Merlot (Sonoma Coun-
ty). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Beaucanon 2010 Cuvée Louis Merlot 
(Napa Valley). With sweet, forward flavors of 

red cherries and red currants, this is a lovely Merlot to 
drink now. That’s despite firm, grippy tannins that sting 
the palate. Give it a vigorous decanting, and drink with 
charred beef or lamb dishes. —S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

86 Markham 2010 Yountville Estate Vineyard 
Merlot (Napa Valley). There’s a big, juicy 

Merlot here, dry and tannic and brimming with cherries 
and red currants. But it’s too oaky, with charred, cara-
melized wood flavors sticking out. Drink soon. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

86 Pat Paulsen Vineyards 2009 Heritage Se-
lection Merlot (Alexander Valley). This 

Merlot’s soft mouthfeel and mellow tannins make it fine 
for everyday drinking. It has stylish flavors of cherries 
and red licorice, and is beginning to show its age. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

86 Roth 2010 Merlot (Alexander Valley). This 
Merlot isn’t very complicated, but it does have 

the soft juiciness you want in the variety. The flavors of 
cola and red cherries finish dry and spicy. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Sebastiani 2010 Merlot (Alexander Val-
ley). Soft, smooth and succulent, this Merlot 

has a cherry jam richness It’s a round, mellow wine that 
will appeal to lots of people. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

86 V. Sattui 2010 Merlot (Napa Valley). A little 
rough around the edges, but otherwise a soft, 

juicy wine for drinking now. It has pleasant cherry pie 
and ripe red-currant fruit flavors. Air it in a decanter or 
in the glass for an hour before drinking. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29/375 ml 

86 Waterstone 2010 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
With full-throttle flavors of black and red cherry 

jam, black pepper and sandalwood, this is a savory Mer-
lot. It shows the variety’s silky texture and soft tannins. 
—S.H. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $18 

85 Bianchi 2012 Signature Selection Merlot 
(Paso Robles). A soft, easy Merlot, with rich 

blackberry and blueberry jam and chocolate flavors. 
Nice to drink with burgers, carne asada or, for some-
thing different, lentil soup. —S.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

85 Cameron Hughes 2010 Lot 356 Merlot 
(Chalk Hill). Lots of ripe cherry and black-

berry flavors in this soft, lush and fruity Merlot. Brisk 
tannins give it enough structure to accompany a nice 
barbecued steak. Or drink it with some great beef ta-
cos. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

85 Hill Wine Company 2010 Black Dog Se-
ries Merlot (Napa Valley). This Merlot 

doesn’t pretend to be anything but what it is, a sound, 
everyday wine for drinking now with everything from 
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burgers to burritos. It’s medium-bodied and slightly 
sweet in cherries and cola. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

84 Black Box 2011 Merlot (California). Dry 
and mellow, this easy Merlot gets the job done. 

It has cherry and blackberry flavors that are a touch 
green and minty. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25/3 L 

84 Buena Vista 2011 Merlot (Carneros). A 
simple Merlot, thin and dry, whose cherry and 

red plum flavors are compromised by green, unripe 
notes. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

82 Dominican Oaks 2011 Merlot (Napa Val-
ley). Thin and harsh, especially for a Napa 

Merlot, with tough tannins and flavors of pepper and 
black currants. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

82 Mirassou 2011 Merlot (California). This 
spicy wine is fine to drink now with everyday 

fare. It’s smoothly tannic, with sugar berry-cherry and 
sweet oak flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

81 Casa Tiene Vista 2010 Blackbird Mer-
lot (California). Feels harsh and angular in 

the mouth, with overripe raisin flavors. Not going any-
where. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

81 Happy Camper 2011 Merlot (California). 
Drink this sharp, sweetish Merlot if someone 

gives it to you at a barbecue and don’t complain. Put ex-
tra ketchup on the burger and enjoy. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

sYrah

94 Qupé 2008 Bien Nacido Vineyard X Block 
The Good Nacido Syrah (Santa Maria Val-

ley). This bottling is the winery’s most expensive wine, 
and usually its best. Production of the ’08 was unusually 
low, resulting in amazing concentration. It’s basically a 
detonation of cherries, raspberries, currants, cola and 
mocha. New oak is present, in the form of delicate toast 
and wood spice, but is balanced. So silky and delicious 
now, you can drink it, but the tannic balance suggests 
the cellar. Will evolve over the next 12 years, maybe 
longer. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

92 Longboard 2010 Dakine Vineyard Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). This is Longboard’s 

most successful of three 2010 Syrahs. It comes from 
the winery’s estate Westside Road vineyard, whose vines 
now are acquiring some age. It’s a complex wine, dry, 
full-bodied and tannic, with blackberry, currant, tobac-
co, grilled prosciutto, mineral and pepper flavors that 
finish long and satisfying. Drink now–2016. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Qupé 2008 Bien Nacido Hillside Estate 
Syrah (Santa Maria Valley). Massive black-

berry, cherry, currant and mocha flavors characterize 
this dry, potent Syrah. At the age of five, it’s round and 
mellow in the mouth, with firm tannins and a gentle 
scour of acidity. Just beginning to show its stuff. Drink 
now–2018. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Stolpman 2010 Hilltops Syrah (Santa 
Ynez Valley). The winery’s best Hilltops in 

years, dry and elegantly structured. There’s real pow-
er to the baked black cherry and currant fruit, with all 
sorts of meaty, earthy, peppery nuances that linger long 
into the finish. The alcohol is robust, but in keeping with 
the wine’s volume, giving it a rich, warming headiness. 
Drink now–2018, as suits your taste. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $48 

92 Testarossa 2010 Garys’ Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). The winery brings 

a Pinot Noir-esque touch to this Syrah, with its silky-
heavy texture and cherry, cola and white pepper flavors. 
The tannins give it away, lending weight and substance, 
but still, it’s amazingly supple for Syrah this powerful. 
Drink now–2016. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

92 Zotovich Cellars 2010 Estate Grown Syr-
ah (Sta. Rita Hills). Everything about this 

Syrah works. It’s dry, crisp in acidity, elegantly tannic 
and, above all, superbly drinkable, with subtle but pow-
erful cherry, currant, cola, bacon and sandalwood fla-
vors. Feels delicious and important, with a bit more 
weight than a Pinot Noir. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

91 Longboard 2009 Syrah (Russian River 
Valley). This is a lovely Syrah. It has a medium-

bodied lightness that feels velvety in the mouth, and is 
packed with sweet blackberry, plum, mocha and bacon 
flavors, accented with smoky sandalwood. Nice to drink 
now, and will gain traction over the next 6–8 years. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

91 Newsome-Harlow 2010 The Dalton 
Ranch Syrah (Calaveras County). The 

Dalton Ranch is a special vineyard source for New-
some-Harlow and its ability to grow great fruit shows 
in this wine, a Syrah black in color, boastful in earthy 
ripe, bright violet, blackberry and raspberry, the tannins 
subtle and softened. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $32 

91 Qupé 2010 Sawyer Lindquist Vineyard 
Sonnie’s Syrah (Edna Valley). This wine 

manages to be elegant and powerful at the same time. 
Its delicacy comes from vital acidity and a silky texture, 
while intense red cherry, currant, licorice and sandal-
wood flavors fuel the power. This is a wine that wants 
6–8 years in the cellar. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Sanguis 2009 Some Poets Syrah (San-
ta Barbara County). Going through a tough 

patch, with the primary fruit beginning to fall out and 
drier, earthier notes marching in. The grapes come from 
the cool climate vineyards of Bien Nacido and Watch 
Hill, and the wine shows consequent dryness and acid-
ity. A year or two ago, blackberries would have over-
whelmed. Now, they’re drying out, permitting charred 
meat, mushroom and herb notes to co-star. Drink up. 
—S.H. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $75 

90 Kuleto Estate 2009 Estate Syrah (Napa 
Valley). Kuleto’s Syrah has had its ups and 

downs, but with this ’09, they’ve hit a level not seen for 
years. It’s a big wine, voluptuous in heady, ripe blackber-
ries, currants and dark, bitter chocolate, and bone dry. 
But for all the power, it retains elegance and complex 
interest. At the same time, it’s very tannic, and does not 
seem like an ager, so drink soon rich meats, sauces and 
cheeses. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

90 Longboard 2010 Goosechase Vineyard 
Syrah (Russian River Valley). An impres-

sive Syrah, showing a good structure of acids and tan-
nins and considerable complexity. Offers layers of black-
berries, charred meat, moo shu plum sauce and exotic, 
peppery spices, wrapped into firm but finely-ground 
tannins. Drink over the next six years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Qupé 2010 Sawyer Lindquist Vineyard 
Syrah (Edna Valley). The brisk acidity is typ-

ical of this vineyard. It gives a burst of brightness to the 
cherry, red currant and mocha flavors that make this 
Syrah so easy to drink now, although it will gradually 
develop for up to six years. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Six Sigma 2010 Marianne’s Reserve 
Syrah (Lake County). Peppery and black in 

color, with a backbone of meat and leather, Six Sigma 
shows that Syrah has its place in pockets of Lake Coun-
ty. This is an impressive, intense wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

90 Stolpman 2011 Estate Grown Syrah (San-
ta Ynez Valley). The best thing about this Syr-

ah is its exceptional dryness, which gives it a fine, savory 
elegance despite the obvious power of ripe blackberries 
mingled with tobacco, black pepper and grilled meat. 
The acid-tannin balance is just fine. It would not be sur-
prising if this firm young Syrah improves over the next 
5–6 years. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

89 Bink 2006 Hawks Butte Vineyard Syrah 
(Yorkville Highlands). While thick and dark, 

this brawny Syrah is elegantly structured, firm, and aged 
enough to be a wise choice with food. It tastes of wild 
blackberry—just picked—dripping off the vines. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

89 Margerum 2009 Colson Canyon Vine-
yard Syrah (Santa Barbara County). The 

smooth, velvety texture gives this Syrah a lovely and easy 
feel, an impression compounded by luscious blackberry 
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and blueberry jam, cassis liqueur, dark chocolate, cola 
and pepper flavors. It’s pretty tannic, but nothing that 
beef or game can’t handle. Drink now–2015. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

89 Matchbook 2010 Syrah (Dunnigan Hills). 
A temptingly priced Syrah that’s meaty and inky, 

deep in ink and leather, with a smokey finish. With 10 
percent Cabernet Sauvignon in the mix, this is an im-
pressive wine at this price and will pour nicely with 
grilled meats. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $16 

89 Qupé 2010 Bien Nacido Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Maria Valley). Classic Qupe Bien 

Nacido Syrah—dry, full-bodied and ageable. It has 
complex flavors of blackberries, crisped bacon, black 
pepper and cedar. The mouthfeel is velvety and smooth, 
with young, firm tannins. Give it a vigorous decant if you 
want to drink it before 2016. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Margerum 2009 Syrah (Santa Barbara 
County). A balanced, complex Syrah, a lit-

tle lower in alcohol than many others, and as a result 
smoother and more elegant. At the same time, it has 
potent blackberry, currant, bacon and pepper flavors. 
Drink now–2015. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

88 Margerum 2009 Purisima Mountain Vine-
yard Syrah (Santa Ynez Valley). With pret-

ty black cherry, cola, bacon and cedar flavors that finish 
long and spicy, this Syrah is nice to drink now. It feels 
lush and soft in the mouth, and falls in weight between 
Pinot Noir and Merlot. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

88 Martin Lane Winery 2009 Estate Syrah 
(Sierra Foothills). An elegant Syrah abundant 

in floral aromatics, demure in forward black and red 
fruit and a tinge of lavender. On the finish is pepper, the 
appropriate accent for a tastefully peppery meal. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

88 Novy 2010 Syrah (Napa Valley). This is a 
useful wine, dry and smooth and elegant, and 

it has some rich flavors. Offers waves of blackberries, 
currants, cassis liqueur, sweet grilled Canadian bacon, 
anise and black pepper, wrapped into firm tannins that 
need oil, cheese and rich beef to cut through. Good for 
drinking now. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $19 

88 Novy 2010 Rosella’s Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Still tastes very 

young and fresh, with candied licorice, blackberry jam 
and moo-shu plum sauce flavors. The structure of tan-
nins and acids is just fine, as is the overall balance, but 
the wine is a little rude, like a teenage kid with ques-
tionable manners. Give it 2–3 years to grow up. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

88 Waxwing 2011 Syrah (Sonoma Coast). 
Brisk coastal acidity marks this dry, tannic Syr-

ah. It has rich cherry, plum, currant, bacon and pepper 

flavors. Not an ager, but give it a few hours in a decanter 
to help soften it. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

87 Niner 2010 Estate Bottled Syrah (Paso 
Robles). This pretty Syrah is just shy of having 

the depth to age, but it is a polished, captivating wine 
to drink now. It has all sorts of fruit, berry, meat, herb, 
spice and oak complexities. The alcohol is on the high 
side, in the Paso Robles way. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

87 Novy 2010 Garys’ Vineyard Syrah (San-
ta Lucia Highlands). This is tremendous in 

blackberries, currants and plums, with grilled meat and 
black pepper notes, and the tannins are rich and pro-
found. Right out of the screwtop, however, there’s a tin-
ny, metallic taste that detracts. Your best bet is to decant 
this fresh young wine and hope it blows off. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

87 Qupé 2011 Syrah (Central Coast). This 
is a tasty, if uncomplicated, Syrah. It’s dry and 

roughly tannic, with cherry, licorice, cola and beef jerky 
flavors. The price is fair for the quality. Decant it for a 
few hours before you serve it. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Wood Family Vineyards 2009 Madden 
Ranch Syrah (Livermore Valley). A gamey, 

compelling Syrah with a velvety texture and a string of 
peppered meat on the finish. Intense and not shy in al-
cohol, the black pepper goes on and on in Wood’s Mad-
den Ranch Rhone. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $26 

86 Longboard 2010 Ledbetter Family Vine-
yard Syrah (Russian River Valley). A faint 

but persistent vegetal note immediately leaps out be-
yond the sweet black raspberries, plums and oak, show-
ing the difficulties of the cool vintage. It’s softly tannic 
in the mouth and dry, but not going anywhere, so drink 
up. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

86 Novy 2010 Susan’s Hill Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Tastes unusual 

soft and melted for a Santa Lucia Highlands Syrah, but 
the blackberry, licorice, cola and sweet oak flavors sure 
are delicious. The absence of structure makes the wine 
finish quick, and will not allow it to age, so drink up. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $34 

86 Sanguis 2010 1/1 Syrah (Santa Barba-
ra County). An eccentric wine, very high in 

alcohol, yet there’s a strange vegetal element. Other-
wise, it’s all about sweet blackberry jam, mushu plum 
sauce, white pepper and charred bacon. The green veg-
gie note, which winemaker Matthias Pippig describes as 
“savage”, persists into the finish. —S.H. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $85 

85 Novy 2010 Syrah (Santa Lucia High-
lands). A tough, gritty Syrah, lacking generos-

ity. It’s dry and clean and tannic, and while the black 

currant, cola and coffee flavors offer pleasure, they fin-
ish quick. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

84 Buttonwood Farm 2010 Estate Grown 
Syrah (Santa Ynez Valley). Some green, 

veggie aromas and flavors compromise this Syrah. Oth-
erwise, it’s dry and smoothly tannic, with red currant, 
cola and pepper notes. —S.H. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $24 

84 De Tierra 2010 Syrah (Monterey). Lots of 
cool-climate Syrah character in this wine. It’s 

dry and full-bodied, with blackberry, plum, bacon and 
black pepper aromas and flavors. Too light for aging, so 
drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $24 

83 Euclid Wines 2010 Syrah (Sierra Foot-
hills). An intensely big-shouldered Syrah from 

high-elevation vineyards in the Foothills, with a swirl 
of black tea and very ripe black cherry and chocolate. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $40 

peTiTe sirah

93 Retro 2009 Petite Sirah (Napa Valley). 
Retro makes one of the best, most consistent 

Petite Sirahs in California. Even though they used to 
source their fruit from Howell Mountain and this bot-
tling now is from Pope Valley and Calistoga, it still shows 
the same qualities of complex interest based on impec-
cable winemaking. It’s an amazing wine, dry, full-bodied 
and tannic, with a complex range of berries, currants, 
herbs and white pepper. Truly a Petite Sirah for Caber-
net lovers. Drink now–2020. Editors’ Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

88 Stephen & Walker 2011 Petite Sirah (Dry 
Creek Valley). Immediately telegraphs its Pe-

tite Sirah-ness in the midnight black color, dense tan-
nins and extracted blackberry jam and chocolate flavors. 
It would be a rustic wine, except for the beautifully-
sculpted tannins. Will age for many years, but your win-
dow is now–2017. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

87 Foppiano 2010 Estate Bottled Petite Sir-
ah (Russian River Valley). Ripe cherry, mo-

cha and spice flavors mark this tannic Petite Sirah. It 
tastes rich in fruit and oak, but finishes clean and dry. 
Not an ager, but a fine wine to pair now with steak, duck 
or lamb dishes. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Autry Cellars 2008 Petite Sirah (Paso Ro-
bles). Get the greatest cheeseburger you’ve 

ever had, sit back and enjoy it with this soft, fruity wine. 
The wine is plush and overripe, with very high alcohol, 
but that’s exactly what a burger loves. —S.H. 
abv: 17.5% Price: $38 

84 Foppiano 2010 Lot 96 Petite Sirah (Cali-
fornia). Despite the fancy Lot designation, 
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this is a simple Petite Sirah. It’s soft and lush in licorice 
and blackberry jam flavors, wrapped into firm tannins. 
Fine for drinking now with burgers, ribs, Mexican fare. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

zinfandel

91 Peju 2009 Zinfandel (Napa Valley). While 
the alcohol on this Zin is very high, it’s an out-

standing example of its style, and easily Peju’s most de-
licious Zinfandel ever. Nearly 20% of Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and Petit Verdot in the blend contribute to a no-
bility of structure and firm tannins, but the briary, bram-
bly fruit and spiciness are all Zin. Decadent to drink 
now with short ribs. —S.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $30 

90 V. Sattui 2010 Ramazzotti Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Dry Creek Valley). This Zinfandel 

shows classic Dry Creek character. It’s a briary, brambly 
wine, slightly rustic in tannin structure, but elegant in its 
own way, with intricate wild summer berry jam, nettle, 
white pepper and chamomile tea flavors. There’s a rich-
ness to the finish that’s partly from ripe fruit and partly 
from the glycerine of high alcohol. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $36/375 ml 

89 Mill Creek 2010 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Val-
ley). Lots of alcohol in this Zin, but it wears it 

well. It’s a fat, unctuous wine, sweet in raspberries and 
cherries, with just a touch of savory raisins that give it a 
porty finish. Defines the Dry Creek style. —S.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $28 

88 Peju 2010 Zinfandel (Napa Valley). Fire up 
the barbecue and throw on the ribs to eat with 

this heady, robust Zin. It’s high in alcohol and rich in 
blackberry liqueur, cola, beef teriaki and smoky sandal-
wood flavors. The strong tannins must come from the 
18% Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend. —S.H. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $30 

87 Del Carlo Winery 2010 Old Vine Home 
Ranch Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). This 

is an old-style, rustic Zin. It’s tannic and high in alcohol, 
with wild berry jam, currant, spice and heady liqueur 
flavors. A little pricy, but a sound, robust wine with plen-
ty of forthright character. —S.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $32 

86 Armida 2011 Maple Vineyards Zinfandel 
(Dry Creek Valley). There’s a cherry pie, mo-

cha and raisin richness to this Zinfandel that makes it 
delicious. The wine also is soft in texture and high in al-
cohol, which are attributes of the vineyard. Drink it now 
with savory barbecue and stews. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

86 Novy 2011 Carlisle Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Russian River Valley). Tastes like the wine-

maker struggled to produce a good wine from this chal-
lenging vintage. You’ll find thin, sweet cherry jam and 

red currant flavors alongside green minty ones, in this 
tart, dry Zinfandel. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $34 

86 Sebastiani 2010 Zinfandel (Sonoma 
County). This is a good, standard-issue Zinfan-

del. It’s spicy and dry, with red cherry, licorice, cola and 
tobacco flavors, wrapped into firm tannins. Bring on the 
cheeseburgers, and don’t forget the ketchup. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

86 Stephen & Walker 2011 Zinfandel (Dry 
Creek Valley). This is a good Zinfandel, but 

it’s also enormously high in alcohol, namely 16.7 % by 
volume, which gives it the heat and weight of Port, al-
though it’s dry. The flavors are concentrated in black 
currants, dark chocolate and raisins. —S.H. 
abv: 16.7% Price: $39 

86 Tin Barn 2011 Gilsson Vineyard Zinfan-
del (Russian River Valley). High alcohol 

gives this wine some porty heat, as well as glyceriney 
sweetness. Combined with the superripe red currant, 
raisin and chocolate flavors, it makes this Zin taste al-
most like a dessert sipper. —S.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $29 

85 Dominican Oaks 2010 Zinfandel (Napa 
Valley). There is loads of freshly crushed black 

pepper in this dry, robust Zin. It’s almost enough to 
make you sneeze. You’ll also find good blackberry fruit 
and heady alcohol. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

85 Novy 2011 Zinfandel (Russian River Val-
ley). Jammy raspberry, currant and caramel fla-

vors are countered with acidic sharpness and high alco-
hol in this Zinfandel. It tastes a bit unbalanced, but a 
juicy cheeseburger will handle it well. —S.H. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $19 

84 Oakville Winery 2011 Estate Zinfandel 
(Oakville). This drily austere Zinfandel tastes 

like it hardly got ripe. It’s tough in acids and green tan-
nins, with mint and sour cherry candy flavors. Oak helps 
to provide richness, but the cold vintage has taken its 
toll. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

82 Stephen & Walker 2011 Zinfandel (Rus-
sian River Valley). The chilly vintage in the 

cool Russian River Valley conspired to make this wine 
unripe. It has green mint and asparagus flavors, only 
partially relieved by some blackberry Lifesaver candy 
fruit. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

82 Zinsane 2010 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). 
Unripe vegetal flavors mar this Zinfandel. 

There’s an asparagus note to the blackberries that inter-
feres with your enjoyment. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $14 

81 Cellars 33 2010 Buck Hill Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Sonoma County). Overripe, with 

raisin and prune flavors that finish sweet, hot and bitter 
in tannins. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $30 

barbera

90 Borjón 2011 Reposado Barbera (Shenan-
doah Valley). A Barbera of dark black currant 

and black cherry expression, juicy and spicy, soft, with 
a long, cinnamon-inspired finish. Priced fairly, this is a 
fantastic pizza and pasta wine, not overly fussy but ex-
ceptionally delicious from start to finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $24 

89 Di Arie 2009 Barbera (Sierra Foothills). 
Plummy and spicy, this Barbera is yummy in 

aromatic blackberry fruit, concentrated and structured 
with well-managed tannins. On the finish a teeter-totter 
of vanilla and chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 Fiddletown Cellars 2011 Reserve Bar-
bera (Amador County). Rich with baked 

plum and earthy, mushroom goodness, this is a yummy 
Barbera, soft with a suggestion of cinnamon spice that 
will be beautiful alongside a long-stirred risotto or spa-
ghetti Bolognese. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $27 

87 Hovey 2011 Walker Cuvée Barbera (El 
Dorado). Soft and round, this Barbera offers 

spicy cinnamon and plum, concentrated in flavor and 
aroma. Structured, give it 2–4 years to mellow out some 
of its edges. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $24 

82 Sorelle Winery 2011 Bellezza Fra Bar-
bera (Lodi). There’s a burnt toast quality on 

the nose of this otherwise soft Barbera and a lingering 
aftertaste of that same toast. —V.B. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

pinoT noir

97 Williams Selyem 2010 30th Anniversary 
Cuvée Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Rus-

sian River Valley). For full review see page 3. Cel-
lar Selection. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $125 

95 Merry Edwards 2010 Klopp Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 3. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $57 

95 Merry Edwards 2010 Meredith Estate Pi-
not Noir (Russian River Valley). For full re-

view see page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $57 

95 Tantara 2010 Gwendolyn Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Tantara’s nine new Pinot Noirs are 

all fabulous, but the Gwendolyn is their best. It is, in a 
word, gorgeous. Brisk in acidity, balanced in alcohol and 
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oak, it displays a complex array of flavors, ranging from 
black cherries and cola to pomegranates, rhubarbs, per-
simmons and sweet currants. For all the power, it feels 
as delicate as a rose petal. Drink this lush wine now and 
over the next 10 years. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

94 32 Winds 2010 Hirsch Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Shows the power and 

finesse of this great vineyard. The cherry, persimmon, 
cola and baking spice flavors have the exotically feral 
notes of chamomile, game and mushrooms so typical of 
this vineyard and the Fort Ross area. So beautiful and 
deft now, it’s hard not to pop the cork, but this Pinot will 
age well for at least 10 years. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $59 

94 Guarachi Family 2011 Gap’s Crown Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). A rich, 

complex, ageable Pinot from this increasingly well-
regarded vineyard. It’s a big, dark wine, explosive in 
raspberries, cherries and mocha, but retains a delicacy 
courtesy of its tannins and acids and some mysterious 
elegance from the soil. This is easily Guarachi’s best Pi-
not ever, although it’s also their most expensive. You get 
what you pay for. Drink now–2019. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

94 Merry Edwards 2010 Flax Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Russian River Valley). Merry 

Edwards has had a long relationship with this Westside 
Road vineyard, which has given her some very great 
wines. This 2010 continues her offering of delicious Pi-
nots of early appeal, but whose structural integrity guar-
antees ageability. The wine is lush in raspberries, cher-
ries and currants, yet is elegant and crisp in acidity. You 
can drink it now, but it will gain in the bottle after 2018. 
Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

94 Sojourn 2011 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Sonoma Coast). Another success-

ful 2011 from this winery, in fact the best of their six 
new Pinots. Shows the brilliant acidity and light, deli-
cate texture of the coast, with the concentrated fruit, 
cola and spice flavors this esteemed vineyard is noted 
for. Highly complex and dry, it’s delicious to drink now, 
and should age well for a good six years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $54 

94 Tantara 2011 Bien Nacido Vineyard Old 
Vine Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). For 

full review see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

94 Tantara 2011 Tondre Pisoni Clone Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). An amaz-

ing wine, so light and delicate in the mouth, it has the 
weight of a cloud. Yet this is a powerful wine. Shows 
concentrated red currant, cola, pomegranate and san-
dalwood flavors, brightened by bold acidity. This beauty 
will improve over the next eight years, but it’s lovely to 
drink now. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

93 Couloir 2011 Monument Tree Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). This compelling Monu-

ment Tree Pinot offers a sauvage earthiness, layers of 
red cherry and blueberry fruit and a depth of character 
packaged deftly around its silky smooth texture. This is a 
knockout wine, a testament to the power of great farm-
ing and winemaking in a cool year. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $44 

93 Gary Farrell 2011 Hallberg Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Russian River Valley). Masses of 

cherries and raspberries in this single-vineyard wine, 
and also lots of acidity. It cuts across the palate like a 
squeeze of lime juice, tart and mouthwatering. Oak 
shows up in this equation as sweet buttered toast. Al-
together, it’s a complex, elegant, delicious wine that will 
develop bottle bouquet over the next 10 years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Roar 2011 Garys’ Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). A gigantic Pinot 

Noir, rich and heady in black cherries, sweet licorice, 
bacon, mocha and toasty oak flavors, wrapped into firm 
tannins and brightened with crisp Santa Lucia acidity. 
It’s a dramatic wine, but too young. Give it at least four 
years for all the parts to begin to come together. Cellar 
Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $52 

93 Sojourn 2011 Ridgetop Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Sonoma Coast). This Pinot Noir 

is from the far or “true” Sonoma Coast, near Annap-
olis, north of the new Fort Ross-Seaview appellation. 
It shows its origin in the brisk acidity and delicacy of 
mouthfeel, as well as the fantastic range of wild red 
berry, cola, pine, nettle and white pepper flavors that 
change from second to second. New oak brings toasty, 
vanilla complexities and wood tannins. This is a deli-
cious wine now, but will age gracefully for at least eight 
years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $59 

93 Sojourn 2011 Rodgers Creek Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). A gorgeous Pi-

not Noir that shows winemaker Erich Bradley’s increas-
ing grasp, as well as the winery’s access to top vineyards. 
The wine is dry, silky and delicate in the mouth, yet 
packed with raspberry and cherry pie flavors. There’s a 
mushroomy earthiness that lends fascination, while new 
oak and partial whole cluster fermentation add spicy, 
tannic interest. Drink now–2019. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

93 Testarossa 2010 Niclaire Pinot Noir 
(California). Awesomely rich in black cher-

ries, plums, licorice, mocha, cola and sweet oak flavors. 
Made from selected barrels of the winery’s various vine-
yards around the state, its richness is balanced by brisk 
acidity and a soft scour of tannins. Drink over the next 
six years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $79 

92 Banshee Wines 2011 Marine Layer Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). With tight acidity like 

a squeeze of lemon and a lightness of being, this Pinot 
can be described as elegant rather than opulent. The fe-

ral, exotic flavors of pine cones, wild herbs, tea, raspber-
ries and cola suggest the Fort Ross area. There’s an ex-
citing complexity and challenge to this wine. It doesn’t 
dazzle you, but makes you think about it, and will cer-
tainly reward pairing with serious foods, as it changes in 
the glass. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

92 Bruliam 2011 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Sonoma Coast). So deliciously 

forward in raspberries and cherries, you’re tempted to 
drink it now, and that’s fine. You can. But the wine is 
balanced enough in acids and tannins that it will gain 
traction over six years or so. The vineyard is a great 
one, source over the years to high-scoring Pinots from 
MacPhail, Fulcrum, Expression 38 and others. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 

92 Couloir 2011 Londer Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). A brooding, textured Pi-

not Noir with some weight to it, deep in dark cherry 
and blackberry aromas and flavors, with a finish of roses 
and spice. This wine is aching to be paired with savory 
mushrooms. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $44 

92 Etude 2010 Heirloom Estate Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). This is such a massive wine, in 

terms not just of fruit but tannic structure, that it’s not 
really drinkable now. It’s just too much of everything. 
Jammy raspberries and cherries, sweet toasty oak and a 
generalized heavy mouthfeel make it feel like a melted 
candy bar. All indications point to the cellar. Give it six 
years or so to let it begin to mellow. Cellar Selection. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

92 Gary Farrell 2011 Toboni Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Offers tremen-

dous pleasure now and over the next six years, in a wine 
that feels elegant and sophisticated. The tannin-acid 
balance is perfect, giving it a taut firmness, while the 
raspberry, cherry, plum and cassis flavors are elaborately 
rich, yet dry in the finish. The vineyard is in the Santa 
Rosa Plain, a cool area producing Pinots of elegance. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

92 Joseph Swan Vineyards 2010 Great Oak 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-

ley). Give this young Pinot 3–4 years to begin to devel-
op, and possibly far longer before the fruit fades away. 
Right now, it’s tannic and closed, despite sweet, ripe 
cherry, raspberry and cola flavors. It shows firm acidity 
and a fine jacket of oak that has not yet been integrated 
with the fruit. So intense and powerful, it’s hard to be-
lieve the alcohol is a low 13.2% by volume. Cellar Se-
lection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $36 

92 Joseph Swan Vineyards 2010 Saralee’s 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-

ley). Grace and elegance mark this Pinot, and so does 
plenty of power. It shows concentrated raspberry es-
sence, cherry tart and drier, tart cranberry flavors, with 
oak adding richer, sweeter notes of buttered toast. Brisk 
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acidity and soft tannins provide structure. Beautiful 
now, and should continue to develop over the next 6–8 
years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

92 Merry Edwards 2010 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Power vs. finesse. Which wins out? 

It’s pretty much a draw in this blend of various sites 
throughout the sprawling Sonoma Coast appellation. 
It shows the acidity and dryness of the coast, as well 
as the long hangtime richness of the vintage, with spicy 
raspberry and cherry flavors liberally oaked. A gorgeous 
wine, and a bargain given that it’s the least expensive 
of the winery’s 2010 Pinots. Drink now–2014. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

92 Senses 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

92 Siduri 2011 Sonatera Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Your classic Sonoma Coast 

flavors have a feral element, suggesting foresty mush-
rooms, pine cones and mineral things alongside the 
pomegranates and cranberries. That’s just what you get 
in this bottling from Siduri. The chilly vintage has made 
it lighter and lower in alcohol than the rich 2007, but 
it’s more elegance and complex. This is a very interest-
ing wine, one to linger over as it breathes in the glass. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $48 

92 Sojourn 2011 Silver Eagle Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is a complex Pi-

not Noir, dry and silky, showing the delicate structure of 
the coast in a cool vintage. The alcohol is relatively mod-
est and the acidity is crisp, giving good balance to the 
flavors that range from cranberries, cola and pomegran-
ates to sweet sautéed mushrooms, mocha and exotic 
baking spices. Drink this lovely wine now–2019. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $59 

92 Testarossa 2010 Garys’ Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). What a de-

licious Pinot Noir. The cool, long vintage has given it 
wonderful lightness and acidity, yet also an intensity 
of fruit that makes it irresistible. Marked by flavors of 
raspberries, cherries, cola and red currants, it’s a wine 
to savor now, with Pinot-friendly foods such as lamb and 
steak. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $59 

92 Testarossa 2010 Pisoni Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Has to be 

one of the most forward, immediately drinkable Pisoni 
Pinots out there. It’s enormously flattering in raspber-
ries, cherries, currants and cola, with sweet toasty oak 
complexities. The acidity is gorgeous, the tannins soft. 
There’s no reason to age this beautiful wine, so drink it 
now and through 2016. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $67 

92 Testarossa 2010 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). This Pinot’s 

immediate lusciousness belies its complexity. Your first 

impression is of ripe raspberries and cherries that taste 
like they were baked into a pie. Then layers of minerals, 
mushrooms, cola and earthier fruits like persimmons 
and rhubarbs appear, all made brisk by amazing acidity 
and finishing bone dry. Lovely now and over the next six 
years, after an hour or two in the decanter. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

92 Testarossa 2010 Sierra Madre Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Ripe, sa-

vory cherry, cola and currant flavors mark this fresh 
young Pinot. They’re brightened by crisp acidity that 
cuts right across the palate, making it juicy and clean. 
Elegant in mouthfeel, with earthy, mushroomy com-
plexities, it should develop over the next six years. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $59 

91 Benovia 2010 Savory Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This Savoy Vine-

yards Pinot Noir tastes of baked red cherry and cara-
mel, with a depth of flavor and soft, silky tannins. On the 
long finish is a medley of exotic spices and white pepper 
wrapped in a satisfying profile of juicy goodness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $56 

91 Bruliam 2011 Caritas Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Light in color this is a de-

licious Pinot Noir, woodsy and invoking faint red cherry 
aromas and flavors laced in herb. Softly textured and 
silky, enjoy on its own or with a roast chicken dripping 
in rosemary and butter. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

91 Byron 2010 Whole Cluster Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). The stems that were in-

cluded in the fermentation give this wine a full-bodied, 
tannic mouthfeel, as well as adding to the spices. With 
raspberry, cherry and mocha flavors, it’s a powerful Pi-
not that wants two or three years in the cellar. Cellar 
Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $45 

91 De Tierra 2011 Tondre Grapefield Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). So luscious 

now, it’s hard not to finish the bottle, especially with a 
grilled steak, lamb chop or mushroom risotto. This is 
the winery’s best Pinot in years, rich in cola, red cur-
rants and sandalwood, smoothly tannic, and aged in 
rich, toasty oak. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $47 

91 Guarachi Family 2011 Pinot Noir (So-
noma Coast). Candied cherry, cola, brown 

sugar and toasty oak flavors give this Pinot an imme-
diate deliciousness. Savory acidity and fine tannins add 
to the sense of balanced importance. While it isn’t an 
ager, it is a dramatic Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir to drink 
now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $65 

91 Merry Edwards 2010 Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Most Pinot Noirs would 

kill to have this depth of flavor. Although it’s the win-
ery’s most basic, non-vineyard-designated Pinot, it’s a 
fantastic wine, rich, mellow and delicious. Offers wave 

after wave of cherries, currants, cola, pomegranates and 
persimmons that are as sweet as jam, yet the finish is 
thoroughly dry. The wine is a masterful blend of seven 
vineyards. Drink now–2014. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

91 Roar 2011 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). No reason not to drink this wine right 

now, it’s so delicious. Shows forward flavors of raspber-
ries, cherries and brown sugar, as well as sweet, toasty 
oak. It’s a dessert pastry in a glass, except that the finish 
is thoroughly dry. —S.H. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

91 Robert Mondavi 2011 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). This Pinot’s acidity, tannins and 

juvenile fruit suggest time in the cellar. It’s rich in rasp-
berries, plums and cherries, with the interesting note of 
sweet heirloom tomato you sometimes get from Carne-
ros. The narrow window of drinkability is 2015–2017. 
Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Sojourn 2011 Pinot Noir (Russian Riv-
er Valley). A fruit-forward wine whose deli-

ciousness makes it immediately appealing. The blend 
of warmer and cooler vineyards gives a tantalizing bal-
ance of crisp acidity and ripe cherries. There are deep-
er notes of mushrooms that give it an earthy richness. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

91 Testarossa 2010 Fogstone Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). This is a 

softly delicious, immediately likeable Pinot. It’s all about 
pie-filling raspberries and cherries and cola, with sweet 
toasted oak and fabulously exotic spices, leading to a dry 
finish. Defines in its own way coastal Pinot in its ripest, 
silkiest, drink-me-now incarnation. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

91 Waxwing 2011 Spring Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). So delicious and ap-

proachable, it’s hard not to drink it now for its raspberry 
and cherry jam flavors. The vineyard is in the Petaluma 
Gap, whose cool climate lends it dryness, low alcohol 
and brisk acidity, at no cost at all to the richness. —S.H. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $33 

90 Banshee Wines 2011 Hurst Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Sonoma Coast). The vineyard is 

out toward Sebastopol, a cool area, although daytimes 
can heat up. The fruit barely ripened, in this chilly vin-
tage, beyond cranberries and rhubarbs, with a hint of 
winter persimmon and heirloom tomato. Acidity is cor-
respondingly high, and the finish is as dry as an autumn 
leaf. The result is austere, but interesting and complex. 
Drink it with Pinot-friendly fare and watch as it changes 
in the glass. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

90 Banshee Wines 2011 Tina Marie Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Acidity? 

Check. Dryness? Check. Modest alcohol? Check. This 
tiny-production Pinot shows the silky, light texture of its 
Sebastopol-Graton locale, with the tight acids and tan-
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nins of the chilly vintage. It’s a challenging wine that 
some would call austere, but it does offer plenty of intel-
lectual interest. —S.H. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

90 Byron 2010 Monument Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). Luscious cherry pie, blackberry 

jam, cola, sweet cinnamon toast and sandalwood flavors 
characterize this dark, soft, dry Pinot Noir. The wine is 
a barrel selection that has more intensity than others, in 
the words of winemaker Jonathan Nagy. It truly is a big 
wine, with the weight of Grenache. With Pinot’s noble 
structure, it’s drinking well now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

90 Couloir 2011 Chileno Valley Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Marin County). A cool vintage 

from a cool site, Couloir’s Chileno Valley Vineyard Pinot 
will please those who prefer their wines light and subtle, 
the wine’s character playfully soft, silky and round. In-
termixed with its high tones of red fruit is a substantial 
herbal quality, somewhere between menthol and cedar. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $42 

90 Couloir 2011 Roma’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). This light Pinot has a nice 

balance of red cherry fruit and herbal earthiness that 
tastes substantial despite its 12.7% alcohol level. Com-
plex, it has more to share over the next 3–5 years. —V.B. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $40 

90 De Loach 2010 Marin Pinot Noir (Marin 
County). Sonoma County-based De Loach has 

been a proponent of Marin County fruit for several vin-
tages and this bottle shows that its onto something inter-
esting-the wine drinks young, still resolving the vanilla 
and coconut jolts and oak, the fruit otherwise promising 
in soft blueberry shades accented by cardamom spice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Etude 2010 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Shows the Etude style of greatly 

extracted fruit, making it a big, manly wine. Waves of 
cherry and raspberry pie filling wash over the palate, 
rich and delicious, leading to a long, spicy finish. Noth-
ing shy about it, but it manages to maintain elegance 
throughout. Drink now–2018. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

90 Laetitia 2011 Whole Cluster Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

90 Metaphora 2009 Pinot Noir (Napa Val-
ley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

90 Saintsbury 2010 Cerise Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Sourced from the 

mighty Cerise Vineyard, Saintsbury has ventured out-
side of Carneros to make an earthy Pinot Noir with a 

roasted quality to it, and deep aromas of rose petal and 
dark cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

90 Siduri 2011 Hirsch Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). The vineyard is in such an 

extreme location that its Pinots, always interesting, vary 
in quality. Siduri has long experience with the grapes, 
but this wine, good as it is, is not one of their greatest. 
While it’s dry, tart and wonderfully elegant, concentra-
tion is lacking, no doubt due to the difficult vintage. The 
flavors are of herb tea, raspberries, Dr. Pepper cola and 
pomegranates. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $54 

90 Tantara 2011 Corral Pinot Noir (San-
ta Maria Valley). Nicely dry and silky in the 

mouth, with a light texture but heavyweight cherry, cola, 
currant and cranberry flavors, brightened with tart acid-
ity. Shows a sophisticated approach to Pinot, and should 
hold and develop in the bottle over the next eight years. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Tantara 2011 Evelyn Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). This is one of the winery’s high-

er-alcohol 2011 Pinots, and it shows in a certain heavi-
ness and heat. It’s rich and ripe in cherry pie, currant, 
mocha and exotic baking spice flavors, and will hold in 
the bottle without necessarily gaining complexity for 10 
years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $90 

90 Testarossa 2010 Bien Nacido Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Juicy fla-

vors of softened Dr. Pepper cola, raspberry jam and 
sweet sandalwood mark this drink-me-now Pinot Noir. 
With a light, silky texture and dry finish, it’s a lovely food 
wine to pair with grilled lamb, roast salmon or a great 
mushroom risotto. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $56 

90 Testarossa 2010 Graham Family Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Softly delicious flavors mark this Pinot, which is among 
Testarossa’s easiest to drink of their extensive 2010 port-
folio. Cherry pie and cola are the chief notes, bright-
ened with acidity. So ripe, forward and interesting now, 
there’s little reason to age it. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $59 

90 V. Sattui 2011 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Sweet fruit 

stars in this ripe, forward Pinot Noir. It’s all about rasp-
berries, strawberries and cherries that are as succulent 
as they can be. Smoky oak adds to the deliciousness. It’s 
a wonderful steak and lamb wine for drinking over the 
next few years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42/375 ml 

90 V. Sattui 2010 Reserve Pinot Noir (Carne-
ros). This is the priciest Pinot the winery has 

released in years, but it’s also a very good wine. It shows 
the silky texture and tart acidity of Carneros, with pleas-

ant cranberry, red cherry and spice flavors. Should hold 
over the next six years. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48/375 ml 

90 Zotovich Cellars 2010 Reserve Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This Re-

serve, like the winery’s regular 2010 Estate Pinot, is no-
table for acidity, although it is a bit richer. The tartness 
cuts across the palate like a knife. But it is a delicious, 
complex wine, with waves of raspberries, cherries and 
cola, and could somehow resolve itself over the next 5–6 
years. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $56 

89 Bravium 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This is a savory, delicious young Pinot 

Noir, although it does have a certain generic cool-cli-
mate quality. The acidity brims of the foggy coast, and 
so do the flavors, which range from rhubarbs and cola to 
sweeter red cherries. Decant it before serving. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $34 

89 Joseph Swan Vineyards 2009 Trenton 
View Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Shows a nice balance between ripe plums and cherries, 
and earthier notes of mushrooms, cola, sweet herbs and 
spices. The acidity and tannins are typical of this cool-
er part of the Russian River Valley. Drink now–2017. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Storm 2011 John Sebastiono Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Luscious and 

rich in raspberry and cherry jam flavors, this Pinot for-
tunately shows the dryness, crisp acidity and tannins of 
the coast, which give it grip. It’s a delicate, refined but 
powerful wine to drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $50 

89 Tantara 2011 Bien Nacido Vineyard Ado-
be Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). The 

Adobe block was planted in 1999, and the wine has a 
fruit-forward character, like jam, that makes it some-
what simple. Bright, crisp Bien Nacido acidity makes 
the raspberries and cherries sing. It will be fascinating 
to watch future bottlings as the vines age. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

89 Tantara 2011 Solomon Hills Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Somewhat 

heavy for a Pinot Noir despite modest alcohol, with the 
weight and texture of Grenache. It’s tasty in cherry pie 
and cola flavors, with hints of orange zest, white pepper 
and toast, and the finish is dry. Drink now–2015. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

89 Zotovich Cellars 2010 Estate Grown Pi-
not Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). A lovely Pinot Noir, 

as light as air in the mouth, but with seriously good fla-
vors of raspberries, cherries, orange zest and softened 
cola. The acidity is immediately noticeable, and may 
outlast the fruit as the wine ages. Drink now–2015. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 
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88 Ancient Oak Cellars 2010 Siebert Ranch 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Pretty 

and polished Pinot, with a light, delicate mouthfeel and 
good varietal flavors. Offers waves of cola, red licorice, 
cherry pie and sandalwood. Notable for its attention to 
detail, and could even develop over the next six years. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $37 

88 Byron 2010 Clone 667 Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). A very rich, jammy wine, in fact 

a little heavy, with extracted black cherry and cola fla-
vors, liberally enhanced by oak. Sure is delicious, but 
not an ager, so drink soon. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

88 Fog Head 2011 Hillside Reserve San 
Bernabe Vineyard Pinot Noir (Monterey). 

This is a lovely Pinot to drink over the next several years 
with steak, lamb or a wild mushroom risotto. It’s dry, 
silky and racy in acidity, with a cleansing mouthfeel. 
Sends tiers of sour cherry and raspberry candy, cola and 
white pepper across the palate, finishing long and spicy. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Grey Stack 2011 Bennett Valley Cuvée 
Pinot Noir (Bennett Valley). Lots of rich, 

complex raspberry, cherry, red currant and spice flavors 
in this dry, silky wine. It’s quite well made, although it 
is a little sharp. Could develop, but seems best opened 
by 2014. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

88 J. Lohr 2011 Fog’s Reach Pinot Noir (Ar-
royo Seco). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

88 Sojourn 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). A simple but by no means unattract-

ive Pinot, dry and silky, with pleasant cola, cranberry 
and sandalwood flavors. Shows the sophistication of the 
winery’s single-vineyard bottlings, minus the concentra-
tion. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $39 

88 Stephen Ross 2010 Estate Bottled Pinot 
Noir (Edna Valley). So crisply delicious now, 

it’s the perfect wine to drink with steak, lamb or any Pi-
not-friendly foods. Layers of raspberries, cherries, cola 
and sweet oak wash over the palate, brightened by tart 
acidity. Defines Edna Valley in purity of fruit. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

88 Tantara 2011 Lindsay’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). The dryness, acidity 

and delicate mouthfeel recommend this wine, with its 
pretty flavors of cherries, cola and currants. On the oth-
er side is some heat from high alcohol. Not an ager, so 
decant and drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

87 Bridlewood 2011 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). Easy to like this Pinot for its light, 

silky texture and savory flavors. The cranberries, cola 
and red currants have an exotic edge of sandalwood, 

while tart Monterey acidity makes the mouth water. 
This is the winery’s best effort in recent years, and they 
even lowered the price. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Cellars 33 2011 Bacigalupi Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Russian River Valley). This is a 

lighter-style wine, as Pinots from this vineyard, which 
is in a warm part of the valley, tend to be. But it’s also 
a tasty Pinot, soft and supple, with cola, cherry jam, 
brown sugar, pie spice and sandalwood flavors. Drink 
now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

87 Stephen Ross 2011 Pinot Noir (Santa Lu-
cia Highlands). Ripe, spicy flavors of raspber-

ry jam, spread over buttered toast and sprinkled with 
cinnamon and cocoa mark this silky, light young Pinot. 
It doesn’t have the stuffing for age, but is wonderful now 
with paté, mushroom risotto, beef tacos. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Stephen Ross 2011 Bien Nacido Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Give 

this Pinot 3–4 years. Tasted in the early summer of 
2013, it’s clean, bone dry and young, with brisp acidity 
and cranberry tartness. Yet there’s a heart of cherry ripe-
ness that wants to emerge. Cellar Selection. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

86 Armida 2011 Bacigalupi Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). A good Pinot 

for drinking now, from a winery that’s struggled with 
the variety. The wine is pleasant but one-dimensional 
in cherry, cola and cedar flavors, with crisp acids and an 
elegant, silky mouthfeel. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

86 Banshee Wines 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). This is a lightly-structured, but tight-

ly wound Pinot Noir whose tart acidity gives it a sour 
cherry candy and cranberry taste. A touch of oak is wel-
come for the smoky toastiness it brings. It’s a good, el-
egant wine for drinking now. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

86 Pali 2011 Bluffs Pinot Noir (Russian Riv-
er Valley). Bluffs is a blend of various vine-

yards from around the valley, and varies in quality, de-
pending on the vintage. The 2011 is right in the middle. 
It’s silky and tart and easy to drink now, with cranberry 
and sour cherry candy flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

86 Roth 2011 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Shows Pinot’s elegance and silkiness, with rasp-

berry and rhubarb pie flavors. The texture is light, and 
there’s a lot of mouthwatering acidity. The chief criti-
cism is a lack of concentration. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

86 Stephen & Walker 2011 Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). The red cherry, cola and 

spice flavors finish a little one-dimensional, but the 
mouthfeel is light and silky on this pleasant Pinot Noir. 

With tart acidity, it needs fatty meats like lamb or steak 
to balance it. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $46 

86 Stephen Ross 2010 Stone Corral Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Few Pinots 

are this forward and rich in raspberry and cherry jam 
and softened cola flavors. It’s instantly luscious, but soft, 
and lacking the balance for aging. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

86 Tantara 2011 Challen Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). Some unripe green notes mark 

the ripe raspberry and cherry flavors on this Pinot Noir. 
Otherwise it is a silky, delicate wine, showing Santa Ma-
ria Valley charm and acidity. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $70 

85 Bratcher 2010 Jane Madison Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Somewhat tough and 

gritty, with green tannins and lots of acidity. Yet the tex-
ture is delicate and light, and there are some nice rasp-
berry and red currant flavors. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

85 Bravium 2011 Volamus Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Rich, heavy and soft, 

with cola, red licorice, rhubarb and oak flavors. Tasty, 
but lacks the vivacity you want in a nice coastal Pinot 
Noir. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

85 Cline 2011 Cool Climate Pinot Noir (So-
noma Coast). A tough, stringy Pinot, tight in 

acids, with everyday cherry, cola and persimmon flavors. 
With a silky texture, it’s not bad for the price. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

85 Hill Wine Company 2011 Black Dog Se-
ries Pinot Noir (Napa Valley). Shows the 

delicacy and silkiness of Pinot Noir, and is nicely dry 
and crisp. But it’s on the thin side, with cherry, tobacco 
and sandalwood flavors. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

84 Stephen & Walker 2007 Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey). This Pinot has not aged well. It’s a little 

threadbare, with the cherry and cola fruit fading, leav-
ing little behind except acidity and the burn of alcohol. 
Still, it has an interesting texture. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $39 

82 Pali 2011 Riviera Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). There’s a vegetal note that really mars 

this Pinot Noir. Tastes like it was made from a bunch of 
lots picked up here and there, thrown in some oak, and 
bottled. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $21 

82 Testarossa 2010 Brosseau Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Chalone). With overripe flavors, 

this Pinot is extremely atypical of Testarossa’s normally 
balanced wines. It has a raisin skin bitterness that won’t 
age away. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $54 
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92 Sanguis 2010 Couture (Santa Barbara 
County). Very rich and complex, in the manner 

of Sanguis, with intricate layers of berries, mocha, leath-
er and new oak, highlighted with a burst of citrusy acids. 
The tannins are pure and fine, the mouthfeel is smooth-
ly tannic, and the finish is long and spicy. Made from 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Grenache and Viognier, it’s 
one of the most unique wines in California. —S.H. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $70 

91 Borjón 2010 Diferente (Shenandoah Val-
ley). This half Zinfandel and half Barbera from 

Iscander Borjón, the young owner of Borjón Winery, is 
a stunning introduction to his wines. Soft, spicy and sexy 
good, it deftly shows off the one-two punch that is Zin 
and Barbera in the Sierra Foothills, a mouthful of dusty 
blackberry and bright, lush cinnamon-cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Six Sigma 2010 Diamond Mine Cuvée 
(Lake County). Rich in silky bright blackber-

ry fruit, this blend of 54% Cabernet Sauvignon, 38% 
Tempranillo and 8% Syrah-all varieties that have found 
a happy home in Lake County-is simply delicious. The 
leathery earthiness of the Tempranillo shines through 
most brightly, tempered by the structured tannins of the 
Cab and given a hit of pepper from the Syrah. Enjoy 
with roast chicken or smoked salmon. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

90 Paix Sur Terre 2011 Either Side of the Hill 
Syrah-Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). The win-

ery’s blend of Mourvèdre and Syrah is easily their most 
accessible, delicious new release. It’s softly tannic, with 
a gentle scour of acidity that’s just enough to give the 
raspberries and red currants brightness and lift. The al-
cohol is definitely on the high side, but a fantastic grilled 
steak will ride it in perfect harness. —S.H. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $38 

89 Miro 2011 Cuvée Sasha (North Coast). 
With a nose of strong plum and baked raspber-

ry, Miro’s blend of 67% Grenache, 25% Mourvèdre and 
8% Syrah is strong in Grenache’s perfumed rose petal 
and bright fruit flavor, fairly priced and sure to be en-
joyed with food. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

88 Borra 2010 Fusion (Lodi). A brawny yet re-
fined expression of oak and coffee, this is an in-

tense red wine crafted from mostly Syrah grapes, with 
smaller amounts of Petite Syrah, Zinfandel, Alicante 
Bouschet and Mourvèdre. Well-made it is balanced and 
age-worthy, the proper pour for a slab of grilled meat 
slathered in spicy sauce. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $19 

88 La Clarine Farm 2011 Piedi Grandi (Si-
erra Foothills). For this unusual red, La Clar-

ine Farm has sourced Nebbiolo, Mourvèdre and Syrah, 
combining them together for a savory, intensely per-
fumed wine with strawberry, herb and rose petal high-

lights. The wine is bright in acidity and recommended 
as the perfect pizza wine, which is exactly right. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $24 

88 Tudal 2010 Napa Valley Cuvée (Napa Val-
ley). Has the texture, weight and black currant 

and chocolate flavors of a fine Cabernet, but the sur-
prise is that it’s a blend of Petite Sirah and Zinfandel, 
with a few drops of Gamay, Malbec and Petite Verdot. 
It’s a great success considering the price. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Kenwood 2010 Vintage Red (California). 
For decades, this bottling has made wine drink-

ers happy for its easy drinkability and everyday price. 
Kenwood’s done it again with this dry, medium-bod-
ied red, with its pleasant cherry and plum flavors. Best 
Buy. —S.H. 
abv: NA Price: $8 

87 La Clarine Farm 2011 Home Vineyard (Si-
erra Foothills). A microscopic amount of this 

wine was made - 372 bottles in all - and it is a confound-
ing wine to judge in one or two tastings. A blend of es-
tate-grown Tempranillo (34%), Grenache (25%), Tan-
nat (23%), Syrah (16%) and Cabernet Sauvignon (2%), 
it remains tightly wound with fine tannins still working 
themselves out. In taste there is smoky earth and spicy 
raspberry-strawberry syrup. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

87 Margerum 2011 M5 (Santa Barbara 
County). A bit chunky and jagged in the 

mouth, with sharp edges. But the blackberry and cur-
rant flavors are rich. Drink it with Santa Maria-style bar-
becue, whose smokiness and fat will balance the tannins 
and acids. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $27 

87 Qupé 2011 Maxtap Cuvée (Edna Valley). 
A useful red wine, medium-bodied and fruity, 

whose cherry, blueberry and spice flavors are savory. 
Easy to like with everything from burgers to steak and 
pommes frites. It’s a Rhône-style blend with 15% Tem-
pranillo. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Saint Gregory 2011 Pinotrois (Men-
docino County). Winemaker Greg Graziano 

travels into unchartered territory in this three “Pinot” 
blend—45% Pinotage, 42% Pinot Meunier and 13% 
Pinot Noir. Bursting in soft layers of Rainier cherry it 
delves into a bed of minerality on the finish and will pair 
magnificently with smoked salmon. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Damas 2011 Duo (Amador County). 
Bright and juicy in cherry-red fruit, Duo is 70% 

Zinfandel blended with 30% Barbera, the result clear 
and straightforward. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Gundlach Bundschu 2010 Mountain Cu-
vée (Sonoma County). This full-bodied red 

wine is rough in tannins, but is ready to drink now with 

savory beef dishes. It has succulent blackberry, raisin 
and herb flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

86 Roth 2010 Heritage (Sonoma County). 
Blended from Merlot, Petite Sirah and Syrah, 

and strong in new French oak, this soft, ripe wine is 
fine for drinking now. It has rich flavors of blackberry 
and blueberry marmalade, dark chocolate and licorice. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

86 Tudal 2010 Baci’s Bin 32 Founder’s 
Blend (Napa Valley). Lots of rich, ripe black-

berry, mocha, spice and oak flavors in this dry, robust 
blend. Based on Cabernet Sauvignon, with Petite Sirah, 
Zinfandel and other varieties, it’s a lusty young wine to 
drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

86 Vina Robles 2009 Syrée Syrah-Petite 
Sirah  (Paso Robles). The grapes for this 

blend got a little overripe. The alcohol is high and hot, 
and there’s a taste of shriveled raisins. On the plus side 
is extreme dryness, a long, fruity finish and elegant tan-
nins. Drink up. —S.H. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $39 

85 Buena Vista 2011 The Count Founder’s 
(Sonoma County). This blend of undisclosed 

varieties is a charming red wine to drink now. It’s dry, 
smooth and ripe in blackberry, cherry, currant and spice 
flavors. Beef is its natural partner. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

85 Pat Paulsen Vineyards 2009 ParthenO-
genesis (California). Berry, cherry, currant 

and oak flavors mark this dry, full-bodied red wine. 
It’s fairly tannic, which gives it a grippy feeling in the 
mouth. Fine as an everyday sipper. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

84 Cameron Hughes 2010 Lot 339 (Califor-
nia). Good cherry, currant and cola fruit flavors 

in this Rhône-style blend. It has some brisk tannins and 
is soft and dry. Bring on the burgers. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $13 

84 Cameron Hughes 2010 Lot 362 (Califor-
nia). A common, country-style wine, rich in 

cherries, cola and spices, with lusty tannins. It’s lush and 
simple, but will rise to the occasion with a cheeseburg-
er. The blend is Zinfandel, Petite Sirah and Graciano. 
—S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $16 

84 Project Paso 2011 Lonely Oak Red (Paso 
Robles). A thin little country style wine, tart 

and tannic, with cherry and currant fruit flavors. Fine 
for drinking with a big, gooey cheeseburger. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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94 Mt. Brave 2009 Malbec (Mount Veeder). 
For full review see page 3. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 15% Price: $75 

90 Niner 2010 Bootjack Ranch Sangiovese 
(Paso Robles). Lots of smooth drinking plea-

sure in this Sangiovese. In fact, it does just what this 
Italian variety is supposed to. It’s medium-bodied and 
silky, with great acidity and a firm brace of tannins, and 
has a transparency that seems to reflect the soil. The 
cherry and red currant flavors are savory and pure. A 
little hot, but one of the most pleasant Sangioveses on 
the market. —S.H. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $28 

89 Four Fields 2011 Grenache (El Dorado). 
Winemaker/owner Chuck Mansfield is devoted 

to California Grenache, offering this gem from the Si-
erra Foothills’ subregion of El Dorado County. Light in 
color and fresh in taste, its layers of slightly savory rhu-
barb and strawberry are boosted by firm acidity and an 
enticing finish of spice. At under $20 this is an excep-
tional deal for the quality. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $18 

89 Markham 2009 Estate Grown Petit Verdot 
(Napa Valley). One of the better Petit Verdots 

out there, dark in color, dry, full-bodied and complex. It 
has very hard tannins, but the blackberries and currants 
are so strong, they push right through. Give it a good, 
long decant and drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

88 Paix Sur Terre 2011 Comes a Time 
Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). This 100% 

Mourvèdre is not without its problems, but it is terrifi-
cally interesting, and one to watch as this new producer 
evolves. The wine is absolutely dry, with the silky light-
ness of Pinot Noir, although the alcohol is very high, 
which gives some mouth burn. The flavors are complex, 
including fresh red berries and cola and a generous 
sprinkling of exotic spices. —S.H. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $38 

88 Paix Sur Terre 2011 The Other One 
Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). An impressive 

Mourvèdre from winemaker Ryan Pease, who used to 
work in the tasting room at Linne Calodo. The grapes 
are from the well-known Glenrose Vineyard, and the 
wine shows an enormous burst of fresh red fruits, ber-
ries and spices. It’s a bit hot in high alcohol that gives it 
a burn through the finish. —S.H. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $38 

87 Kuleto Estate 2010 Estate Malbec (Napa 
Valley). Shows the big, hard tannins and full 

body of Malbec, with deep, chewy black currant, dark 
chocolate and cola flavors. It’s a dry wine, but has a core 
of ripe fruit that fatty roasted beef will coax out. Tasted 
twice. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

85 Qupé 2011 Sawyer Lindquist Vineyard 
Grenache (Edna Valley). A pretty Grenache, 

mellow and ripe in the mouth, with savory cherry, dried 
herb and pepper flavors. A burst of Edna Valley acidity 
gives it a cola-like zippiness. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

84 Beaucanon 2010 M Cuvée Petit Verdot 
(Napa Valley). Hard tannins and overripe 

raisiny flavors compromise this wine. Inky black in col-
or, it’s an intense, big-boned wine that’s better enjoyed 
with a meal. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

sweeT wines

87 Stephen & Walker 2010 Portentous Pe-
tite Sirah (Dry Creek Valley). You wouldn’t 

know by the label that this is a dessert wine, but it is. 
It’s sweet in honey, blackberry and Port-style chocolate, 
while smooth tannins give it a velvety mouthfeel. So 
don’t expect a regular Petite Sirah, but do enjoy it with 
chocolate-based desserts. —S.H. 
abv: 20% Price: $65 

84 Niner 2011 Doce Nove Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). Made from undisclosed varieties, this 

is a dessert wine, but not a very rich one. The alcohol of 
18.5% by volume gives it a glceriney heat, but the black-
berry and chocolate flavors are watery. —S.H. 
abv: 18.5% Price: $38 

80 Casa Tiene Vista NV DeLuz (California). 
There’s little going on in this wine beyond sug-

ary sweetness and high alcohol. There’s a hint of choco-
late and blackberry. —S.H. 
abv: 19% Price: $45/375 ml 

oregon

chardonnaY

90 Lange 2011 Three Hills Cuvée Chardon-
nay (Willamette Valley). Tart and racy, with 

pleasing minerality under a wash of citrus peel and cit-
rus fruit, this is an excellent effort in a difficult vintage. 
Grapefruit and stone flavors combine to give it an excel-
lent, long finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $38 

90 Stoller 2011 Estate Grown Reserve Char-
donnay (Dundee Hills). A barrel-fermented 

reserve-level selection, this is tart and lively, with high-
lights of Key lime and pineapple. It’s crisp and refresh-
ing, with a pleasing minerality, but it’s that streak of lime 
that carries through and sets it apart. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Stoller 2012 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Dundee Hills). This is sharp as a knife, with 

peppery herbs in the foreground, a hint of anise, and 
plenty of crisp, green apple fruit. It’s got a refreshing 

gin-like citrus rind character, with hints of pineapple 
and a lick of butter on the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

88 A to Z 2012 Chardonnay (Oregon). For 
full review see page 9. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Carabella 2010 Chardonnay (Chehalem 
Mountains). Carabella’s estate-grown Char-

donnay is generally done in a rich, flavorful style. Here 
it drifts over into a bit of volatility, with hints of nail pol-
ish in the aromas. Oily, nutty, and tasting of ripe tropi-
cal fruits, it’s a stylized wine that will suit some tasters 
to a ’T’. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $27 

85 Girardet 2011 Chardonnay (Umpqua Val-
ley). Aged mostly in stainless steel with a touch 

of new French oak (10%), this has notes of toast and 
char along with freshly cut mango. It’s on the lighter 
side of medium bodied, drinking just a hair off dry with 
a bitter note on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $15 

pinoT blanc

92 Bethel Heights 2012 Pinot Blanc (Eola-
Amity Hills). This estate-grown offering was a 

standout among several dozen tasted for a feature sto-
ry. It’s loaded with bright fruit flavors of grapefruit and 
pear, and even in the warm 2012 vintage, it maintains 
the grape’s signature minerality, while moving graceful-
ly into a detailed, focused finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

92 Ponzi 2011 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). This estate-grown, single-vineyard Pinot 

Blanc is succulent, tart and tangy, with lightly spicy cit-
rus, kiwi and starfruit flavors. The lingering finish, light-
ly flecked with dried herbs, shows amazing grip and tex-
ture, with a mineral ridge across the mid palate. Great 
elegance and length. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $17 

91 Ken Wright 2011 Pinot Blanc (Willamette 
Valley). Barrel fermented in neutral French 

oak, this mouth-watering Pinot Blanc uses fruit from 
the Meredith Mitchell and Freedom Hill vineyards. It 
rested on the lees until bottling, yielding a rich, even 
creamy wine, with a gentle spiciness and plenty of acid-
ity. A hint of beeswax and the lightest suggestion of 
toast bring more interest to the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Thistle 2012 Pinot Blanc (Dundee Hills). 
Thistle consistently produces one of Oregon’s 

best Pinot Blancs. This is creamy and fresh, bursting 
with ripe pear and melon, and streaked with a gentle 
hint of coconut and vanilla. The lush finish seems to 
carry on for a full minute or longer. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 



WineMag.com | 67

91 WillaKenzie Estate 2011 Estate Grown 
Pinot Blanc (Willamette Valley). A defini-

tive, whitepepper spice note runs through many, if not 
most Oregon Pinot Blancs. It’s a positive marker, and 
this wine is a fine example. Winemaker Thibaud Man-
det unhesitatingly calls this his favorite wine. There 
are lovely aromatics, a mouth-teasing mix of citrus and 
green apple fruit, and a wash of minerality on the fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Four Graces 2012 Pinot Blanc (Willa-
mette Valley). Big and fruity, this shows plen-

ty of ripe pear flavors along with delicate spice. There 
is good concentration and medium length, with enough 
acidity to please most palates. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $NA 

90 Maysara 2012 Autees Momtazi Vineyard 
Pinot Blanc (McMinnville). This single-vine-

yard, estate-grown offering is crisp and stylish, with 
grapefruit, pineapple, honeydew melon and citrus skin 
flavors. Excellent minerality and length. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Ponzi 2012 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). More full and fleshier than the 2011 Pinot 

Blanc from Ponzi, here the spices are more prominent 
and the flavors bigger, yet not quite as complex. The 
fruit suggests lemon verbena, lime, grapefruit and star-
fruit, with a lightly peppery note on the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $17 

89 Walter Scott 2011 Crannell Vineyard Pi-
not Blanc (Eola-Amity Hills). This single-

vineyard Pinot Blanc crisply reflects both vintage and 
site, with tart apple and citrus flavors that are slightly 
grassy, herbaceous, and peppery. There is a smooth, 
somewhat oily or glossy finish to it, as if some of the 
rough edges had been sanded away; yet the acidity that 
remains is more than adequate to keep it fresh and the 
fruit flavors vivid. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $18 

89 Witness Tree 2011 Estate Bottled Pinot 
Blanc (Willamette Valley). Labeled Willa-

mette Valley, but actually sourced from the Eola Hills, 
this excellent 2011 has good concentration across the 
palate. There are streaks of almond, citrus skin, a hint 
of grapefruit, and overall a very refreshing minerality. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $NA 

88 ENSO 2012 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). Pears, apples and melon fruits mingle 

gracefully in this textural, palate-pleasing Pinot Blanc. 
The low alcohol and rich acidity are perfect for this va-
riety, which was aged on the lees in stainless steel for 
three months. A whiff of almond adds further interest 
to the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $22 

88 Foris 2012 Pinot Blanc (Rogue Valley). 
Direct and appealing with notes of herbs and 

freshly cut apple. It’s dry, medium bodied and textured 
in feel, pulling back toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $14 

pinoT gris/grigio

90 Apolloni 2012 L Cuvée Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). For full review see page 6. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $19 

90 Lange 2012 Reserve Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). This excellent Pinot Gris is bar-

rel fermented in neutral French oak, and is still young 
enough to show a yeasty freshness to the aromas and in 
the mouth. There seems to be a touch of residual sugar, 
or at least a generous fruity sweetness to the palate. Ap-
ple and cinnamon flavors complete the picture. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $24 

90 Ponzi 2012 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). A fine effort in 2012, this clean and fresh 

Pinot Gris impresses with crisply defined flavors of ji-
cama, white peach, pineapple and honeydew melon. 
Flavors are persistent and lightly kissed with vanilla 
through a lingering, lively finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $17 

90 Rainstorm 2012 Pinot Gris (Oregon). 
Spicy and intense, this excellent Pinot Gris is 

loaded with Gravenstein apple, cut pear, and a taste of 
orange peel. Surprising length and power for a Euro-
styled wine with modest alcohol. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

90 Walnut City WineWorks 2012 Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). All-stainless fermented, 

this flavorful Pinot Gris displays fleshy, ripe pear flavors, 
with a light dusting of cinnamon spice. Simply delicious, 
and ready right now. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $15 

89 A to Z 2012 Pinot Gris (Oregon). A fine 
effort, this has juicy flavors of apple and pear, 

lightly dusted with cinnamon spice. An astonishing 
46,000 cases are made, which must be second only to 
King Estate for Oregon Pinot Gris production. Best 
Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

89 Lujon 2012 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). Meyer lemon and a hint of fresh herbs—

lemon verbena, tarragon and cilantro—elevate this pol-
ished and textural effort. There’s a nice long finish; a 
fine bottle, especially at this price. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $12 

87 Apolloni 2012 Estate Pinot Grigio (Willa-
mette Valley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $15 

86 Emerson 2012 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). This is a sharp, grassy Pinot Gris, which 

does more than a gentle bow in the direction of Sauvi-
gnon Blanc. Herbaceous, peppery and penetrating, it’s 

green and acidic, yet flavorful and a resonant food wine 
also. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

86 Foris 2012 Pinot Gris (Rogue Valley). 
Coming from the warm, dry 2012 vintage, this 

is straight down the fairway with notes of apple, pear 
and herbs, with the alcohol providing some distraction 
on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

85 Coelho 2012 Renovação Estate Pinot 
Gris (Willamette Valley). This would seem 

to reflect a fairly significant stylistic shift from previous 
vintages. Here the influence of malolactic fermentation 
yields a soft, buttery wine with aromas of microwave 
popcorn. This is a winemaker choice, but yields a Pi-
not Gris that has lost much of its typical pear and apple 
fruit, and carries some bitterness in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

riesling

92 Alexana 2012 Revana Vineyard Riesling 
(Dundee Hills). Rich, medium dry, and load-

ed with lemon, orange and citrus scents and flavors, this 
is a marvelous wine graced with a lush, textural, miner-
al-drenched mouthfeel. Despite the low alcohol there is 
just the gentlest touch of sweetness from 8 g/L residual 
sugar. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $28 

87 Stoller 2012 Estate Exclusive Riesling 
(Dundee Hills). Despite the low alcohol, this 

is quite dry and tart, with a lemony base and some or-
ange-pekoe flavors also. Not a complex Riesling, but 
light and pleasantly sippable. —P.G. 
abv: 11.6% Price: $25 

85 Blue Moon 2011 Riesling (Oregon). This 
is the off-dry Blue Moon Riesling, with residu-

al sugar listed at 18 g/L. Flavors are simple and lightly 
sugary, and the familiar blue bottle is a consumer favor-
ite. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

85 Blue Moon 2011 Sweet Riesling (Ore-
gon). For full review see page 9. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $10 

84 Girardet 2012 Estate Grown Riesling 
(Umpqua Valley). This is a moderately aro-

matic wine with notes of tangerine, lime and herbs. It’s 
off dry with tart fruit flavors, finishing a touch bitter. 
—S.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

oTher whiTe wines

90 Echo Ridge 2012 Muscat Canelli (Colum-
bia Valley). A blend of Muscat Canelli and 

Orange Muscat, this off-dry, stainless-steel fermented 
wine offers a panoply of scents and flavors. Ripe mel-
on, apricot, candied citrus and the telltale orange zest of 
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Muscat are all here in abundance. The residual sugar is 
23 g/L but nicely set against refreshing acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $18 

85 Emerson 2012 Viognier (Willamette Val-
ley). Light to the point of being a bit dilute, this 

Viognier has a cotton-candy character, like spun sug-
ar around rhubarb. The tart, not quite fully ripe fruit 
brings it to a quick, acidic finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $20 

85 Folin Cellars 2012 Folin Vineyards Viog-
nier (Rogue Valley). The notes of peach and 

flowers are light and contrast with the palate’s weight 
and oily feel. It’s enjoyable but an alcoholic burn on the 
finish distracts. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

84 Cliff Creek 2012 MRV (Southern Ore-
gon). Half Viognier with the rest equal parts 

Marsanne and Roussanne, this is aromatic with notes of 
pear, apples and apricot with surprisingly tart fruit fla-
vors. The warmth of the vintage shows with the alcohol 
bleeding through, especially on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

84 Girardet 2012 Estate Grown Cayuga 
(Umpqua Valley). This is lightly aromatic with 

notes of wheat, apricot and herbs. It’s off dry with the 
concentration fading on the back half. —S.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23 

sparkling wines

88 Kramer 2010 Brut (Oregon). It’s a plea-
sure to see more Oregon vintners jumping into 

sparkling wines. This elegant, vintage bubbly is a blend 
of estate-grown Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. It’s fresh 
and lively, with green fruit and berry flavors, a delicate 
mousse and good length. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

84 Blue Moon NV Semi-Sparkling Riesling 
(Oregon). The sweetest of the Blue Moon 

Riesling trio, this is also lowest in alcohol, and has a 
semi-sparkling (frizzante) level of bubbles. In terms of 
flavor, it could be a dead ringer for an inexpensive Ital-
ian Moscato. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

rosés

89 ENSO 2012 Dry Rosé (Willamette Valley). 
A co-ferment of Pinot Blanc, Pinot Gris and Pi-

not Noir, this dry rosé has complex fruit aromas and fla-
vors of strawberry, rhubarb, and wild raspberries. Per-
fect for summer. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

88 Ponzi 2012 Rosé Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). There’s real depth and detail here, 

with flowers in front and toast bringing up the tail. Tasty 

and crisp, with watermelon and pink grapefruit at the 
core. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $20 

88 Stoller 2012 Estate Grown Rosé Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). This is a substantial 

wine, with alcohol over 14%, and spicy fruit flavors of 
strawberry, cranberry and apple, buoyed by fresh acid-
ity. Aromatic highlights of cherry and rose petals add 
further interest, and the concentration is impressive. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

86 Carabella 2012 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). This light and pleasant 

rosé comes exclusively from estate-grown fruit. Cool 
fermented in stainless steel, it shows delicate strawberry 
flavors, and a finishing wash of mineral. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

86 Stoller 2012 Estate Grown Rosé Tem-
pranillo (Dundee Hills). Produced from es-

tate-grown vines, this light and fruity rosé is a simple, 
pleasant wine for summer sipping. It was whole-cluster 
pressed and fermented in stainless steel. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

84 Girardet 2012 Pinot Pinot Rosé (Umpqua 
Valley). Pale salmon colored, this medium-

sweet blend of Pinot Noir (80%) and Pinot Gris is light-
ly spritzy with notes of strawberry and mint but doesn’t 
have the acid to hold the sugar up. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

pinoT noir

92 William Hatcher 2010 Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This is an excellent vintage for 

this cuvée, showing great concentration of fruit. It’s a 
generous mix of strawberry, raspberry and cherry fla-
vors, with the depth of preserves, but not the jammy 
character. Perfectly buoyed with zippy acidity, and fin-
ished with a lightly toasty edge, this is a lovely bottle. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

91 Rex Hill 2011 Alloro Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Since last reviewed in 

2008, the Alloro Vineyard’s grapes seem to have gained 
in complexity and sophistication. Elegant and fine 
tuned, this new release combines scents and accents 
of rose petals, wet rock and raspberries with generous, 
supporting acidity. The finish extends gracefully with 
the finesse of Premier Cru Burgundy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $52 

91 Rex Hill 2011 Sims Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This Dundee Hills vine-

yard makes a cellar-worthy style of Pinot Noir. It takes 
some breathing time to get past a rather thin start. But 
it blossoms into a wine that is both deep and tightly 
wound, tannic and concentrated, with raspberry and 
cherry fruit accented with coconut. The finish is long 
and textural. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $52 

90 Angela Estate 2010 Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton District). This estate-grown wine was 

made by Ken Wright. The aromas are pure cherry—
soft and beguiling. Cherry fruit continues on through 
the core, backed with citrusy acidity and hints of rose 
petals. That lush cherry fruit carries right on through a 
lingering finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

90 Rex Hill 2010 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). At first a bit blocky, this reserve 

wine intrigues with a complex array of scents—cured 
meat, cola and spice—around brambly fruits. Blackber-
ries and citrus take over the mid-palate, along with tart 
acidity framing the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

90 Sparkman 2011 L’Autre Pinot Noir (Eo-
la-Amity Hills). Temperance Hill grapes are 

showcased in this very fine, firm and balanced Pinot 
Noir. Lightly leafy, it has a core of bright raspberry fruit, 
with enough depth to feel substantial despite low alco-
hol. This is a wine with verve and personality, and can 
be enjoyed immediately or socked away for another half 
decade. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $42 

90 Stoller 2010 Cathy’s Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). A strong effort in a light vintage, Cathy’s 

is the über reserve for Stoller. It’s a four-barrel selection 
from the oldest block in the vineyard, and captures the 
estate’s signature raspberry and cola flavors perfectly. 
Textural and lightly chocolaty, it’s a lovely Pinot to savor 
or to tuck away for a few more years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

90 Stoller 2010 Reserve Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). Formerly the SV bottling, this light-

hearted reserve shows pretty raspberry fruit with a 
hard candy character. It’s given a peppermint-cinnamon 
twist—just a hint—perhaps from cooperage in 40% 
new oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

89 Dion 2010 Winemaker’s Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This is a four-

barrel selection—a blend of wines made from four dif-
ferent clones aged in 50% new oak. Cola and cherry-
candy flavors carry hints of orange peel and pink grape-
fruit. It’s an elegant wine, a step or two more concen-
trated than the winery’s regular Pinot Noir, with a sug-
gestion of earthy beet root in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

89 Lange 2011 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This is a comfortable, mod-

est wine with subtle pleasures. Strawberry and cherry 
fruit combine in a clean, fresh, lightly-oaked Pinot with 
medium length. Winemaker Jesse Lange has given the 
wine elegant proportion, and a kiss of vanilla in the fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $32 

89 Stoller 2011 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Formerly the JV bottling, this 

is a fresh and textural Pinot Noir, with flavors of rasp-
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berry and cola intermingled. The mouthfeel is lively and 
clean, and the finish lightly spiced with cinnamon high-
lights. —P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $25 

88 Coelho 2010 Paciência Reserva Estate 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Coelho’s es-

tate reserve shows extra weight on the palate, especially 
as it’s from a riper vintage than the recently released 
2011s. Cherry-cola flavors fill the core of this wine, with 
hints of burnt pepper as it opens up. The finish brings 
in more peppery, herbal highlights. Drink soon. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $70 

88 Coeur de Terre 2010 Abby’s Block Re-
serve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This 

single-block, one-barrel reserve is the best of the 2010 
reserve Pinots from Coeur de Terre. It’s medium ripe, 
with pretty accents of rose petals and milk chocolate, 
around raspberry fruit. Showing well already, it’s a wine 
to drink young. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $58 

88 Corvallis Cellars 2011 Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This is a solid effort, especially 

at this price point. The cherry-cola core of flavor grabs 
your interest quickly, and hangs on with a hint of tobac-
co in the smooth finish. Some nice acidity adds a touch 
of minerality. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Dion 2010 Pinot Noir (Chehalem Moun-
tains). Nicely made and expressive of a full 

range of AVA-specific flavors, this well-priced Pinot 
Noir shows off the unique attributes of Oregon’s cooler 
vintages. Scents and flavors of beet root, rosewater and 
fresh strawberries occupy center stage. It doesn’t over-
reach, and brings these disparate elements into harmo-
ny. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

88 Foris 2011 Pinot Noir (Rogue Valley). 
Made in an elegant style, this wine dances light-

ly with notes of cherry, strawberry and mint laced with 
bark. It’s light and airy while still retaining a lot of ap-
peal. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $22 

88 Lange 2011 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Tangy acidity and pretty raspberry fruit 

mark this intro-level Pinot Noir from Lange. There’s a 
hint of funk, and some spice from aging in 25% new 
French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $24 

88 Ponzi 2011 Tavola Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Spicy scents of rose petals, a hint of 

coconut, and well-integrated savory accents mark this 
palate-pleasing effort. The cool vintage adds some min-
erality, like a dusting of crushed rock. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

88 Rex Hill 2011 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Violet and chocolate scents introduce this 

aromatic Pinot Noir from the elegant 2011 vintage. It 
shows pretty, though light, flavors of cherry fruit, then 

turns a bit lean and muscular as the tannins kick in. The 
finish is tart, earthy and firm. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Rex Hill 2010 Shea Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This new Shea designate 

is focused and appealing, with streaks of cola and vanil-
la running through the pretty cranberry and strawberry 
fruit. It’s balanced and nicely textured, with a dollop of 
moist earth accenting the tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $58 

87 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2010 Estate Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This is a rather tan-

nic, lightly peppery Pinot Noir, with plenty of balancing 
acidity. The red fruits are pleasantly backed with a bit of 
barrel toast. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

87 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2010 Jeffrey’s 
Block Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Just 

two barrels were produced of this estate selection, 
which has light, smooth, simple red fruits backed with 
a wash of mocha. There are suggestions of sassafras and 
cola also, giving it a pleasant, quaffable style. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $32 

87 Coelho 2011 Atração Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Coelho has done a nice job with 

this entry-level Pinot in a lighter vintage. It has pretty 
strawberry and red-plum fruit, a streak of butter and a 
finish with a lick of vanilla. It’s all in proportion, delicate 
and expressive. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $20 

87 Coeur de Terre 2010 Sarah Jane’s Block 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Just a single barrel was produced—23 cases—from this 
estate-grown, reserve block. It’s peppery and spicy, with 
a deep streak of cola and light berry fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

87 Corvallis Cellars 2011 Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). In comparison to 

the winery’s regular 2011 Pinot Noir, the reserve seems 
more acidic, and the fruit not quite as ripe. Rhubarb 
rather than raspberry is the dominant note, with a whiff 
of chocolate on the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Rainstorm 2011 Pinot Noir (Oregon). 
There is a dusty aspect to the aromas and tex-

ture of this affordable Pinot Noir. Light berry fruit, 
lemony acids, and some pretty spices add extra inter-
est. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Walnut City WineWorks 2011 Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Though it seems bound 

up tight at first, the pretty color and fresh, tart strawber-
ry and raspberry fruit flavors, and spicy, tangy mouth-
feel are engaging in this wine. Ten months in neutral 
French oak help soften the rough edges. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $21 

87 Walnut City WineWorks 2008 Reserve Pi-
not Noir (Willamette Valley). Bottle aging 

has smoothed this wine out, matching flavors of straw-
berry preserves to some woody notes. The tannins are 
drying, with streaks of cacao and a slightly bitter finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

86 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2010 Krista’s Block 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This estate 

selection is herbal and tart, with a mix of cranberry and 
strawberry fruit. It has tangy acidity also, and would best 
be drunk with a roast of pork or poultry. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

86 Coelho 2011 Paciência Estate Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Blackberry and black-

cherry fruit flavors come up quickly, elevated by some 
high-toned aromatics. The wine was aged for 10 months 
in 19% new French oak. Despite its youth, it seems to 
be drinking at its best as soon as it’s opened and poured, 
and does not keep its freshness once in the glass. Drink 
soon. —P.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $45 

86 Coeur de Terre 2010 Renelle’s Block Re-
serve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Usu-

ally this block is at the top of the offerings from Coeur 
de Terre, but a leathery aroma and dried-out fruit knock 
it down in this vintage. Earth, cola, mint, a hint of cherry 
and a pleasant spiciness are also there, but the saddle 
leather dominates. Two bottles tasted. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

86 Edwin Dyer 2011 Le Cadeau Vineyard Pi-
not Noir (Willamette Valley). Sharply herb-

al, this shows a bit of a green edge, which comes across 
as bitterness on the finish. The pale red-fruit flavors hint 
at thistle and bramble more than ripe berry, but the bal-
ance is there to carry the wine well with food. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

86 Foris 2011 Maple Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Rogue Valley). Considering the coolness 

of the vintage, this wine seems surprisingly ripe with 
notes of cherry, strawberry, herbs and ash. It’s thick and 
weighty in feel, making it seem a bit ponderous. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

86 RouteStock Cellars 2011 99W Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This is a light and fruity 

wine that’s forward on the palate, with red berries and 
hints of orange peel. It leaves a tart, citrusy aftertaste. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $19 

85 Coelho 2011 Dois Irmãos Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Among the 2011 Pinots from 

Coelho, this carries the most herbal, earthy scents and 
accents. Beetroot, black pepper and fertile soil bring a 
sharp edge to tart red fruits. The flavors hit a stiff wall of 
tannins that shorten the finish. More time in the bottle 
may help to open it up. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $30 
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85 Coeur de Terre 2010 Tallulah’s Run Re-
serve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Just a 

single barrel was made, and perhaps a bit more wine to 
blend would have helped. Red-fruit flavors on the pal-
ate are a shade thin, with weedy notes and drying tan-
nins that yield a slightly bitter finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

85 Samuel Robert 2011 Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This opens with an unusual mix 

of watermelon, strawberry, light herbs and a buttery 
mouthfeel. It’s on the lighter, more delicate side, with 
a thin finish. But fine for accompanying lighter fare, or 
simply sipping. —P.G. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $30 

oTher red wines

90 Echo Ridge 2010 Three Blondes and 
a Boy (Columbia Valley). Crafted by Billo 

Naravane from Rasa Vineyards, this is Echo Ridge’s sole 
blend—a mix of 64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Cab 
Franc and 17% Merlot—all from the estate vineyard 
in eastern Oregon. The blend proves to be a bit more 
complete than the single varietal offerings, with plum, 
anise, tobacco and a hint of coconut in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

89 Echo Ridge 2010 Merlot (Columbia Val-
ley). This new winery makes pure varietal wines 

from a vineyard in eastern Oregon. Lightly scented with 
smoke, tar, incense and tobacco, this spicy, somewhat 
peppery wine makes the most of light red-fruit flavors 
from fairly young vines. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

89 Echo Ridge 2010 Syrah (Columbia Val-
ley). This young Syrah is loaded with an aro-

matic mix of vanilla, espresso, dark chocolate and black 
pepper. The fruit is light and the tannins supple. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

89 ENSO 2011 Bieze Vineyard The Prince 
Pinot-Chardonnay (Eola-Amity Hills). 

In keeping with the winery’s commitment to explor-
ing some less-traveled wine roads, this is a coferment 
of 75% Pinot Noir and 25% Chardonnay. Soft, delicate 
and aromatic, with a pale rose color, it is definitely not 
in the mainstream of Oregon Pinots. Nonetheless, it’s 
very well crafted, aromatic and delivers plenty of flavor 
and depth. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $40 

88 Echo Ridge 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Echo Ridge’s Cabernet 

shows more herbal characteristics than their Merlot, 
and the fruit seems less ripe, with echoes of ripe toma-
to along with Italian herbs. The balance and poise are 
impressive, though the finish thins out rather quickly. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $65 

87 Cliff Creek 2009 Sangiovese (Southern 
Oregon). The winery’s first vintage of Sangio-

vese, this has notes of cranberry, raspberry and under-

brush are somewhat faint and accented by tart, cranber-
ry-like acidity with a bit of heft to the tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $26 

87 Echo Ridge 2010 Cabernet Franc (Co-
lumbia Valley). Just two barrels of this Caber-

net Franc were produced, yielding a lightly fruity wine 
with watermelon and strawberry as the dominant fla-
vors. It’s pleasant and focused, though not especially 
deep. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

87 Folin Cellars 2009 Folin Vineyards Syrah 
(Rogue Valley). After 17 months in barrel, 

this wine saw 18 months in bottle prior to release. A 
blend of three different clones from the winery’s estate 
vineyard, it has light notes of chocolate and blueberry 
pie with a soft, silky feel. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

86 Cliff Creek 2009 Super Tuscan (Southern 
Oregon). A blend of nearly equal parts Mer-

lot, Sangiovese and Cabernet Franc with just a splash of 
Cabernet Sauvignon, this seems a bit older than its age 
might indicate. The palate is marked by dried cherries 
and leather backed by tart, puckering acidity and some-
what gritty tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

85 Folin Cellars 2010 Folin Vineyards Petite 
Sirah (Rogue Valley). This is a dark, brood-

ing wine with notes of black fruit, earth, Band Aid and 
spice. It’s tart with firm, blocky tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $34 

85 Folin Cellars 2009 Folin Vineyards Tem-
pranillo (Rogue Valley). Aromas of herbs 

and cotton candy are quite faint, while the palate is ripe 
with red fruit marked by blocky tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

85 Folin Cellars 2010 Misceo Syrah-Mourvè-
dre-Grenache Folin Vineyards (Rogue 

Valley). Made up of equal parts Syrah and Mourvèdre 
with the balance Grenache, this has notes of burnt em-
bers and smoked meat. Though only 20% new oak, the 
wood still seems at the fore with notes of sawdust and 
toast that distract. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $34 

84 Pheasant Valley Winery 2010 Primitivo 
(Columbia Valley). This rustic red has some 

high-toned berry and cherry fruit, cloaked in dusty tan-
nins and brown spices. It falls apart quickly, as if head-
ing over the hill. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 
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94 Karlsson’s Gold Vodka (Sweden; MHW 
Ltd., Manhasset, NY). This is a vodka with 

character. A distinct counterpoint to ultradistilled vod-
kas, this potato vodka is distilled only once and left un-
filtered, which accounts for its unique earthiness. Initial 
notes have a funkiness reminiscent of truffles. It finish-
es with black pepper and ginger, and a buttery mouth-
feel. A standout for a bloody mary, dirty martini or any 
other savory cocktail.
abv: 40% Price: $33

93 Reyka Small Batch Vodka (Iceland; Wil-
liam Grant & Sons, New York, NY). Overall, 

this is a clean and neutral vodka that’s smooth and nicely 
balanced. It’s muscular enough for chilled martinis, but 
is laced with subtle, delicate notes of candied lemon 
peel and coriander. Distilled from grain and “filtered 
through ancient arctic lava rocks.” 
abv: 40% Price: $30

93 Woody Creek Colorado Vodka (USA; 
Woody Creek Distillers, Basalt, CO). 

Neutral and refreshing, this vodka suggests hints of 
mint, rosemary, grapefruit peel and black pepper on 
the finish. Made from Colorado potatoes. The attractive 
bottle is wider at the bottom, and morphs from clear at 
the top to frosted at the base.
abv: 40% Price: $35

92 Grant Teton Potato Vodka (USA; Grand 
Teton Vodka, Driggs, Idaho). Faintly 

marshmallow-sweet, smooth and slightly viscous, this 
is an ideal mixer for cocktails. Consider also sipping 
this vodka, well chilled and paired with smoked salmon. 
Made from Idaho potatoes. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $19

91 Purity Vodka (Sweden; MWH Importers, 
Manhasset, NY). Packaged in a luxe bottle 

with diamond-like facets, Purity is made from organic 
wheat and barley, and distilled a whopping 34 times. 
Remarkably bright in appearance, this vodka is lightly 
sweet on the nose and palate, mildly citrusy and has a 
crisp, almost effervescent feel. 
abv: 40% Price: $40

90 Finlandia Vodka (Finland; Brown-For-
man Beverages, Louisville, KY). Bracing 

and sweet, look for spicy ginger, coriander and black 
pepper on the well-balanced finish. Made from barley. 
Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $18

89 Vodka Viracocha (USA; KGB Spirits, 
Santa Fe, NM). Distilled from potatoes, this 

soft vodka has a barely perceptible fruity note, a bit of 
coriander on the finish and a pleasing creaminess. 
abv: 40% Price: $33

88 Vikingfjord Vodka (Norway; Kobrand 
Wine & Spirits, Purchase, NY). This potato 

vodka is distilled and blended with water from an arctic 
glacier. It’s neutral and mild, with a fleeting touch of bit-
terness on the finish. Enjoyable mixed into fruity cock-
tails, and a good value for the price. 
abv: 40% Price: $13

oTher vodkas

93 Aylesbury Duck Vodka (Canada; The 86 
Company, New York, NY). Made in the 

Western Rockies of Canada, Aylesbury is clean and 
crisp, with lightly sweet, citrusy characteristics. It was 
created by bartenders to blend well in cocktails—mis-
sion accomplished. This would be nice simply chilled 
and mixed with dry vermouth, too.
abv: 40% Price: $31/1 L

91 Five Lakes (Russia; MDG Spirits, Da-
vie, FL). This vodka hails from Siberia, and 

has a neutral aroma and lingering marshmallow-vanilla 
sweetness on the palate. Despite brisk alcohol presence, 
it still feels soft and light. The label specifies “vodka 
with natural flavor added,” but there are no additional 
flavors to detect. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $14

91 Sir Reginald’s Swill Ultra Premium Vod-
ka (USA; Swill Beverages, Gwyned Val-

ley, PA). For full review see page 10. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

90 Ice Cloud Vodka (Holland; Winery Ex-
change, Novato, CA). Soft and smooth, with 

a light vanilla note on the nose and palate, this versatile 
vodka is recommended for cocktails. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $12

90 Ketel One Vodka (Holland; Diageo, New 
York, NY). Best well chilled, this classic brand 

has a mild sweetness that hints at marshmallow and co-
coa bean, plus flares of citrus peel, cassia bark and gin-
ger on the clean finish. 
abv: 40% Price: $25

89 Glaser Distillery Vodka (USA; Glaser Es-
tate Winery, Roseburg, OR). Made from 

corn, Glaser Estate Winery’s debut spirits offering is 
smooth and very sweet on the palate.
abv: 40% Price: $19

88 Epic Classic Vodka (France; Sazerac 
Company, New Orleans, LA). The lightly 

sweet scent of this French vodka is reminiscent of coco-
nut, but on the palate the sweetness balances out into a 
fairly neutral finish.
abv: 40% Price: $13

88 Husky Vodka (Russia; MDG Spirits, Da-
vie, FL). The first thing you’ll notice is the 

husky paw print embedded in the front of the bottle. 
Imported from Siberia, this grain-based vodka has an 
earthy anise note on the palate. 
abv: 40% Price: $19

88 Premium Gera Vodka (Lithuania; Knight 
International, Reno, NV). Play off of this 

vodka’s naturally fruity-sweet aroma by mixing it into 
fruity flavored cocktails. On the palate, it shows crisp 
and citrusy notes at first, then fades into a long, sweet 
finish. 
abv: 40% Price: $18

88 Rain City Spirits Vodka (USA; Rain City 
Spirits, Seattle, WA). The backstory to this 

vodka is that it’s made from grain, and it’s finished with 
spring water from a glacier in the shadows of Mount 
Ranier. Rain City has a distinct earthiness, but it’s also 
lightly sweet, and has a spicy ginger note on the finish. 
abv: 40% Price: $22 

In most people's minds, vodka and Russia 
are firmly intertwined. Travel to Russia, and 
you’ll see plenty of vodka being served—and 

no, it’s not just for the tourists.
But take a look at the vodka section of your 

local retailer and you’ll notice there are a huge 
number of countries producing the stuff. Not to 
mention a handful of artisanal producers right 
here in the United States.

Although vodka can be made almost any-
where and from almost any raw material, this 
month the focus is on two specific categories: 
Vodka made in Scandinavia and vodka made 
from potatoes. Two brands reviewed, Karlsson’s 
and Vikingfjord, actually fit in both categories.

Interestingly, certain patterns emerged. The 
vodkas from Scandinavian countries tended to 
be remarkably crisp and light, with many show-
ing ever-so-faint citrus and spice notes (corian-

der and black pepper in particular). Overall, they 
seemed to have fewer sweet and fruity notes 
compared to vodkas from other regions. Mean-
while, the potato vodkas were  often marked by 
a pleasantly creamy or oily texture.

Perhaps the widest contrast was between the 
polar opposites of funky, mouth-filling Karls-
son’s, distilled once and deliberately unfiltered, 
versus the pristine neutrality of Purity Vodka, 
distilled a total of 34 times. Considering how of-
ten vodka is assessed as “odorless and tasteless,” 
it’s fascinating to see just how wide the range can 
be between bottlings.

Rounding things out are a handful of new and 
notable vodka bottlings from outside these two 
categories. 

Cheers!
  —Kara newMan

spiriTs

poTaTo and Scandinavian vodkaS
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okToberfesT beers

88 Hangar 24 Oktoberfest Fall Lager 
(Märzen/Oktoberfest; Hangar 24 Craft 

Brewery, CA). This is brewed in true Reinheitsgebot 
(also known as the German beer purity law) fashion, us-
ing only imported German malt, hops and yeast. The 
result is a balanced and refreshing brew, with a clear 
orange-amber color and notes of toasted grain, caramel 
malt and subtle orange rind on the nose and palate. It’s 
smooth and medium bodied, with medium carbonation 
and a clean, slightly toasty finish. 
abv: 5.7% Price: $8/12 oz 4 pack

87 Shiner Märzen-Style Oktoberfest 
(Märzen/Oktoberfest; Spoetzl Brewery, 

TX). Made with German-grown Hallertau Tradition 
and Hersbrucker hops, this is a light and refreshing 
märzen that’s quite the sessionable selection. It pours a 
light golden-copper color, with a fleeting off-white head 
and light aromas of toasted grain and sweet malt. The 
mouthfeel is brisk and balanced, with soft malt flavors 
and a flash of hop bitterness that lingers.
abv: 5.7% Price: $8/12 oz 6 pack

brown ales

93 Samuel Smith’s Nut Brown Ale (English 
Brown Ale; Samuel Smith Old Brewery 

(Tadcaster); England). A rich, reddish-brown color 
with a frothy tan head that lingers, this is a classic selec-
tion that illustrates how delicious balance and restraint 
can be. It’s a traditional English brown ale, very elegant 

and nuanced, offering subtle aromas and flavors of cara-
mel malt, brown bread, dried red fruits like raisin and 
date and a veritable mélange of nutty notes, particu-
larly hazelnut and walnut shells. The texture is creamy 
and mouthfilling, but the finish is balanced by a hint of 
earthy hop bitterness, ending dry and clean.
abv: 5% Price: $5/550 ml

91 Smuttynose Old Brown Dog Ale (Ameri-
can Brown Ale; Smuttynose Brewing Co., 

NH). A classic staple in Smuttynose’s year-round line-
up, this is a robust and flavorful brown ale that offers 
rich notes of roasted malt, fresh caramel, toasted pecan, 
brown bread, molasses and a touch of cocoa on the nose 
and mouth. As it warms, subtle spiced black-cherry and 
sassafras accents unfold in the background, adding com-
plexity to the palate and lifting the sweet-malt core. The 
mouthfeel is smooth and slick, with a tea-like bitterness 
that lifts the finish and keeps the palate refreshed. 
abv: 6.7% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

saisons/farmhouse ales

89 Anchor Zymaster Series No. 4 Fort Ross 
Farmhouse Ale (Saison/Farmhouse Ale; 

Anchor Brewing Co., CA). Anchor’s latest release 
in its Zymaster Series is this Belgian-style farmhouse 
ale with a distinctly Californian twist: yerba santa, a na-
tive California herb that exhibits earthy spice and bit-
ter characteristics. The herbal addition complements 
the traditionally spicy character of a saison, which in 
this beer’s case includes notes of clove and delicate pink 
peppercorn, and plays well with the other forward aro-

mas of banana, biscuit, fresh-cut grass and a hint of cit-
rusy, wild funk. The malty core anchors the palate, with 
solid lemongrass and earthy hop flavors adding depth to 
the palate and lingering softly on the finish. 
abv: 7.2% Price: $9/22 oz

89 Smuttynose Luna Moth (Saison/Farm-
house Ale; Smuttynose Brewing Co., 

NH). A new release in Smutty’s Short Batch series, this 
is an interesting and aggressively hoppy saison ale. It’s 
brewed with a new hop variety called El Dorado, which 
contributes fruity notes of stone fruit and watermelon 
rind as well as a solidly bitter hop backbone. A bright 
gold color in the glass, fruity and slightly piney hop aro-
mas lead on the nose, but are followed shortly after by 
scents of lightly toasted grain, grass, citrus oil, pear and 
a hint of white pepper. There’s a warmth to the bouquet, 
which continues on to the full, lush palate, alongside fla-
vors of melon, pear and citrus and medium carbonation 
that keeps the mouthfeel bright and refreshing. 
abv: 7.2% Price: $15/750 ml

india pale ales

91 Smuttynose-Stone Cluster’s Last Stand 
(American IPA; Smuttynose Brewing Co., 

NH). The inspiration behind this brew was a nod to the 
“founding” American IPAs. The base was modeled off of 
Ballantine’s first IPA recipe. The intent was to brew with 
hops that no one really uses anymore (i.e. pre-Prohibi-
tion) , particularly Cluster (hence the clever name), but 
also Bullion and Brewer’s Gold. Slightly kitschy concept 
aside, this is a well-balanced and approachable beer that 
shows great interplay between the complex, malty core 
and fruit-forward hop characteristics. There’s a warm, 
spicy flavor to the palate, while pine and resinous-citrus 
flavors linger through the long close. 
abv: 8.4% Price: $8/22 oz

91 Uinta Crooked Line Detour Double India 
Pale Ale (American Double/Imperial IPA; 

Uinta Brewing Co., UT). This is a full-flavored brew 
that, while certainly hop-forward, is not overdone or too 
bitter. Initial aromas of pine resin and grapefruit rind 
lead the nose, with additional scents of caramel, brown 
bread, and dried peach and apricot. The malts do a good 
job of keeping the palate grounded, with caramel and 
sweet bread dough flavors to balance out the assertive 
bitter-hop characteristics. With a full texture, rich palate 
and extremely long, dry finish, this is definitely a bottle 
best shared with friends. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $8/750 ml

88 Robert & Ryan-Stone-Rip Current R&R 
Coconut IPA (American IPA; Stone Brew-

ing Co., CA). Yet another 2013 collaboration release 
from Stone, this is a celebration of the homebrewing 
spirit; the beer was the winning selection at Stone’s 
Spring 2013 Homebrew Competition. Stone-fruit aro-
mas abound on the nose, with vibrant notes of apricot 
and peach alongside accents of melon, dried tropical 
fruit and toasted coconut. The mouthfeel is round and 
lush, loaded with tropical fruit flavors but balanced by 
bright orange and ruby-grapefruit hop notes. The fin-
ish is long and evolving, ending on a soft nutty accent. 
abv: 7.7% Price: $8/22 oz

beer

okToberfeSTS and oTher beerS To fall for

Huge, colorful tents full of guys in 
lederhosen and women in dirndls. 
Ridiculously large glasses brimmed 

with golden colored, frothy refreshment, 
waving in the air and clanking about. Large 
trays carrying copious amounts of assorted 
wursts, krauts, and soft Bavarian pretzels. 
Sounds of an Oompah band muffled by 
traditional drinking songs, raucous cheers and 
rowdy laugher.

Everyone knows the traditional images 
associated with Germany’s Oktoberfest, and to 
most beer lovers, travel to Munich to participate 
in the 16–18-day-long festivities (depending 
on the year) that began as a celebration of the 
marriage between Crown Prince Lugwig of 
Bavaria (later King Ludwig I) and Princess 
Therese of Sachsen-Hildburghausen is a must. 
But, for those of us who can’t afford to make 
the trip to one of the most significant events 
in Bavarian culture, at least we can enjoy the 
same beers at home. 

The traditional makers of Oktoberfest beers 

are Augustiner, Hacker-Pschorr, Hofbräu, 
Löwenbräu, Paulaner and Spaten, as they are all 
brewed within Munich. Before the revolution 
in brewing brought about by refrigeration, 
Märzen (March) beers were brewed in March 
and lagered, or cold-stored, in caves for 10–12 
weeks, making them ready to drink by late 
summer or early fall. Traditional styles are 
amber-gold-colored lagers, with pronounced 
malt flavors and accents of German noble hops 
such as Hallertau and Tettnang.

Domestic Oktoberfest Märzens are similar 
to the traditional offerings, though they can be 
slightly higher in alcohol, redder in color and 
more robust in hop aroma and flavors. It’s the 
typical American approach of doing everything 
just a little bit bigger. 

If Oktoberfest beers aren’t your thing, this  
month's reviews cover some tasty alternatives: 
rich and robust brown ales, spicy saisons or 
farmhouse ales and, of course, more IPAs. 

Prost!  
 —lauren Buzzeo


