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Argentina 7
Australia 6
Chile 9
France 12
Italy 7
Portugal 10
Spain 9
United States 32

Other 8 
Austria 2, Germany 1, Greece 1, 
New Zealand 1, South Africa 3

by Country

Number of Countries Represented: 13

Number of Grape Varieties: more than 30

Average Rating: 89.5

Average Price: $11.89

W ine lovers the world over share a 
common complaint: Why does the 
stuff we so adore often seem to cost 
more than we can afford? This list is 

our antidote to rising wine prices, the remedy 
for what ails us. All of these wines carry sug-
gested retail prices of $15 or less, which makes 
it a list of brands, regions and varieties you can 
bank on to keep your palate happy and your 
wallet fat.

Over the past 12 months, our tasting panel-
ists reviewed more than 16,000 wines, granting 
the coveted Best Buy designation to only 1,224 
(7.6%). From there, we whittled the numbers 
down to the Top 100 listed here, based on the 
relationship between score and price and fac-
toring in availability and buzz. We also tried to 
balance the list in terms of wine style, variety 
and origin. The result is one of the finest and 
most eclectic collections of Best Buys we’ve 
ever come up with, testament to the efforts of 
the wine industry to offer ever-improving wines 
at realistic prices, and—dare we toot our own 
horn a little—our reviewers’ efforts to find the 
wine world’s best values.

OUR EXCLUSIVE  
RANKING OF THE YEAR’S  

BEST VALUES
BY THE EDITORS OF WINE ENTHUSIAST MAGAZINE
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1

90 Pacific Rim 2010 Riesling (Columbia Val-
ley). Right on the borderline between dry and 

sweet, this richly fruity Riesling is packed with flavors of 
peach, apricot, pear, a hint of mint, and a streak of wet 
stone. There is a lot going on for such an inexpensive 
wine. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

2

89 Dominio de Eguren 2009 Protocolo Red 
Wine (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). One 

of the best deals in Spanish red wine you’re likely to 
find. Protocolo has always delivered value but this vin-
tage sets a new high standard for $7 Tempranillo. It’s 
deep, ripe and minty on the nose, with berry power 
foretelling a pure, lush palate that’s packed with berry 
flavors and light herbal shadings. Impressive and su-
per tasty, especially given the price. Fine Estates From 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $7 

3

89 Bogle 2010 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). Another Best Buy from Bogle, which 

seems to produce them so easily. This Sauvignon Blanc 
is crisp and complex in Asian pear, tangerine and green 
apple flavors, brightened with crisp acidity and made 
savory with dusty baking spices. —S.H. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $9 

4
90 Quinta do Serrado 2007 Serrado Colhei-

ta (Dão). A darkly tannic wine, very mineral, 
tasting of the granite Dão soil. The wine is taut, fresh 
with black currants, its structure a major element. For 
aging 3–4 years. Wine Enterprises LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $7 

5

88 Delicato 2009 Domino Pinot Grigio (Cali-
fornia). Made in an appealingly dry, tartly crisp 

style, this is a fine cocktail sipper to drink with appe-
tizers. It impresses for its rich citrus fruit, lemongrass, 
mineral and papaya flavors, and as dry as they are, the 
finish is honeyed. Production was 21,000 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $7

6

92 Cameron Hughes 2007 Lot 157 Caber-
net Sauvignon (Yountville). For sheer he-

donism, this is one of the best Cabs on the market. This 
classic Napa Cab is dry, complex and a joy to drink now, 
framed by elegant tannins. A spectacular bargain. Pro-
duction was 4,000 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15

7

90 MontGras 2009 Quatro (Colchagua Val-
ley). Sweet and smoky on the nose, with prune, 

hickory and spice aromas that come together well. The 
palate on this four-grape blend is saturated and meaty, 
while the flavors of blackberry, coffee and dark plum 
are lush and finish with toast and spice. Always one of 
Chile’s best values; an overperformer year after year. 
Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

8

90 Tormaresca 2009 Neprica (Puglia). Nepri-
ca is an awesome blend of Negroamaro, Primi-

tivo and Cabernet Sauvignon from southern Italy that 
offers an unbeatable price-versus- quality ratio. This ris-
ing star of Puglia would pair with meats, pasta or aged 
cheese and offers clean aromas of ripe fruit, spice and 
leather. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —M.L. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

9

91 DFJ Vinhos 2010 Grand’Arte Alvarinho 
(Lisboa). Full and rounded wine, with touches 

of toast, pineapple, melon and peach. It’s a fine expres-
sion of Alvarinho, keeping the essential fresh structure 
of the grape while also giving extra weight and richness. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11

10

90 Washington Hills 2010 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Washington). Aromatically inviting, with 

a lovely mix of sweet grass and light, fresh sugar pea 
scents. Tart, spicy passionfruit, grapefruit and star-
fruit flavors contribute to a lovely bottle of Sauvignon 
Blanc, with plenty of acidity that does not turn at all 
sour. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $9 

11
89 Château Cabezac 2007 La Tradition (Mi-

nervois). For the price and quality, you just 
can’t go wrong with this one. Medium intense with 
strong suggestions of kirsch and blackberry liqueur lift-
ed by accents of rosemary, espresso grinds and licorice. 
Round and satisfying in the mouth with more dark fruit 
flavors and a peppery finish.Château Cabezac. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $8

12
92 Georges Duboeuf 2010 Domaine Mont- 

chavy (Morgon). Dark-hued wine, domi-
nated by acidity as well as firm tannins. It shows solid, 
chunky structure, ripe fruit and plenty of sweetness. 
Of course, there is acidity as well, the charm of Gamay 
coming through in the fresh cherry flavors. Age 2–3 
years. W.J. Deutsch & Sons. —R.V. 
abv: NA  Price: $14  

13

90 Kitchen Sink NV White Table Wine (Cali-
fornia). A superb white wine, and at this price, 

buy it by the case. Made from Chardonnay, Chenin 
Blanc and Gewürztraminer, it’s streamlined and dry, 
with racy acidity framing citrus, lychee, pear, honey-
suckle, mineral and spice flavors. Production was 10,000 
cases. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10

14
91 Wines & Winemakers 2008 Azul Portu-

gal Red (Ribatejo). A very soft-textured wine 
with delicious jammy fruits that give spice and juiciness. 
It has a rich feel to it, velvet in the mouth, while the 
acidity adds just the right amount of freshness. Iberia 
Wine & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $10

15

90 Hogue 2009 Gewürztraminer (Columbia 
Valley). Very fine, full and fruity, this is a re-

markably flavorful wine. It captures just a hint of the flo-
ral/soapy side of the grape, but brings in delicious fruit 
flavors of peach and pear and melon and more, a lus-
cious mix that continues to resonate right on through 
a powerful finish. It’s just slightly off-dry, but not really 
sweet. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $11

16

90 Viña Bisquertt 2010 La Joya Reserve 
Merlot (Colchagua Valley). Toasty, rich and 

spicy on the nose, with big black fruit aromas, a dusting 
of raw oak and smoked meat. It’s full, round and lush in 
the mouth, with ripe flavors of blackberry and oak but 
nothing candied, faux or cheap tasting. Smooth, full and 
chocolaty on the finish; excellent overall for $11 Merlot. 
Prestige Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11

The Net
The wire nets found on many Rioja bottles today were traditionally used in the 

20th century as a means to thwart merchants from creating fraudulent wines by 
pasting the labels of top wines onto lesser bottles. 

Artsy Mouton Rothschild
Each year, Baron Philippe de Rothschild 

asks a different artist to design the 
label for Château Mouton Rothschild. 
Some of the featured artists include 
Salvador Dalí (1958), Pablo Picasso 

(1973) and Lucian Freud (2006). 



WineMag.com | 63WineMag.com | 63

T O P  1 0 0  B E S T  B U Y S  2 0 1 1

WineMag.com | 6362 | WINE ENTHUSIAST | NOVEMBER 2011

27

88 Stonecap 2009 Merlot (Columbia Valley).  
A delicious bottle that starts with first-rate, es-

tate-grown fruit—80% Merlot, 15% Syrah, and 5% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon. Lots of pretty cherry fruit, wrapped in 
smooth, chocolaty tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $8 

28

91 Chateau St. Jean 2009 Fumé Blanc (So-
noma County). Most of this Sauvignon Blanc 

was tank fermented, but a portion received oak. That 
gives a welcome layer of smoky richness and vanilla to 
the beautiful, underlying Meyer lemon, lime, pear and 
green apple flavors that are so rich and mouthwateringly 
tart. A very drinkable, dry white wine. —S.H. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $14 

29
89 Alma del Sur 2009 Colección Bonarda 

(Mendoza). Clean and full for starters, with 
big berry aromas and hints of freshly poured tar as well 
as minerality. The palate is pure and hits the nail on the 
head in terms of feel. Flavors of blackberry and plum 
are dark and generous. Finishes with pepper, espres-
so and chocolate. Very good wine for the price. Martin 
Scott Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $10 

30
92 Luis Duarte 2009 Rapariga da Quinta 

Branco (Alentejano). Intense wood-aged 
wine, with tropical fruits over the toast and layer of 
acidity. It’s impressive, with a fine balance of all the ele-
ments—richness and elegance. Give the wine a year to 
fully integrate. Laurel Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

31
90 Rock Hollow 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Paso Robles). This is a Cab to bring joy to 
a wine critic’s heart. It’s just lovely, being dry and el-
egantly structured, offering a complex balance between 
blackberry fruit and earthier notes of tobacco and sage. 
What a great house pour, and look at that price. Produc-
tion was only 1,200 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $12

32
88 Coto de Hayas 2009 Garnacha-Syrah 

(Campo de Borja). Opens with cherry aro-
mas and brightness, then the palate fans out and fattens 
up with juicy plum and cherry flavors along with just 
a touch of medicinality. Toasty, warm and tasty, with a 
thoroughness not usually found in $8 wines. Garnacha 
at 70% with 30% Syrah. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8

33

86 Bandit NV Merlot (California). There’s a lot 
going on in this Merlot, which is likeable now 

for its rich blackberry, cherry, cranberry, cola and spice 
flavors. It’s dry and balanced. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $4/500 ml

34
91 J. Bookwalter 2010 Anecdote Riesling 

(Columbia Valley). Somehow this manages to 
be intensely fruity, searingly tart and still rounded out 
with appealing sweetness. It’s a dynamic, lively and lin-
gering mix of flavors, running from grapefruit into pear 
and apricot, with an underlying minerality. Powerful 
and full-bodied. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $15

35
91 Anakena 2008 Ona (Rapel Valley). Big and 

earthy, with char, savory spice and black fruit 
aromas. The palate is full and bold, with ripe tannins 
and delicious flavors of herbs, baked berries, integrat-
ed spice and leather. Smooth, long and muscular; made 
from Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmenère and Syrah. Eva-
ton, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15

36
92 Bacalhôa Wines of Portugal 2008 Tinto 

da Anfora (Alentejano). Always an impres-
sive wine, this latest vintage of Tinto da Anfora powers 
forward with great balance among its black fruits, ripe 
tannins, oak and enticing acidity. There is a jammy feel 
to the texture, although the firm structure holds it all to-
gether. Admiral Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

37

91 Layer Cake 2009 Shiraz (South Austra-
lia). Complex and textured well beyond what 

the modest price point would suggest, this is a full-on 
Shiraz, loaded with plum and black cherry fruit, and 
with enough tar, coffee and olive to retain your interest 
sip after sip. It’s warm and velvety on the finish. Vintage 
Point. —J.C. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $15

17

91 Sebastiani 2009 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). Balance, elegance and varietal purity 

mark this wine. It’s delicious and zesty, filled with pine-
apple, pear, green apple, honey and oak, wrapped into 
a texture of buttercream and with a long, spicy finish. 
What a great price. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90 Pennywise 2009 Pinot Noir (California). 
Surprisingly sophisticated for a Pinot Noir 

at this price. It’s dry, light in the mouth and elegantly 
structured, with a nice bite of acids and tannins. The 
flavors are delicate in sour cherries, sweet tomato jam 
and dusty spices. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $12

19

87 Segura Viudas NV Brut Reserva (Cava). 
Simple, nice and not trying too hard; this basic 

brut is graced with nice apple and citrus aromas. The 
palate is wet, juicy and classic, with crisp apple, green 
herb and melon flavors. Round, clean and just crisp 
enough. Freixenet USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10

20

91 Quinta do Portal 2007 Mural Reserva 
Red Wine (Douro). A firm wine, based on 

dry tannins and some dense fruit. It has acidity, driv-
en by black berry flavors. The core of the wine is dry, 
both from wood and acidity, and it will benefit from 2–3 
years aging. M Imports, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

21
93 Uvaggio 2009 Vermentino (Lodi). Uvaggio 

is making a serious case for Lodi Vermentino. 
This bottling is compelling: savory with herb and green 
olive notes, and yet freshly fruity and delicate, well inte-
grated and plenty acidic to stand up to a wide range of 
food, even given its modest 11% alcohol level. A stunner 
that’ll keep you thinking, and asking for more. —V.B. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

22

90 Ugly Duckling 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). In a word, wow. What a wonder-

ful Cabernet Sauvignon. It has got to be one of the best 
buys out there, so rich and smooth in berry, cherry, cur-
rant and spice flavors. Only 640 cases were produced, 
but worth a search. Drink now. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $12 

23
90 Don Manuel Villafañe 2010 Torrontés (La 

Rioja). A really good and clean white wine with 
all the tropicality and zest that this Argentine variety 
can give. The nose is crystalline and pure, with white 
flower scents of jasmine and citrus blossom, while the 
palate is round, melony and full of lychee and papaya. 
Smooth on the finish. Drink soon. William Harrison 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12

24
88 McManis 2009 Pinot Noir (California). A 

great value in a Pinot Noir. It’s dry and silky, the 
way you want a Pinot to be, and shows flavors of cher-
ries, red currants, cola and bacon. It’s sharp in acidity, 
but nothing too problematic. Easy to find, with 36,000 
cases produced. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

25
89 Domaine Houchart 2010 Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Salmon pink-colored wine that has 
crushed fresh strawberry flavors to go with the dense 
texture and tannins. Rich, full-bodied. David Milligan 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11

26
89 Misiones de Rengo 2010 Carmenère 

(Central Valley). Aromas of pepper, fine herbs 
and ripe berries form a classic Carmenère nose. This 
is a juicy, fresh style of the variety with nice feel and 
smoothness, pure berry and plum flavors, and a clean, 
lightly herbal finish. Delivers a true taste of the grape 
with no green or funk. Total Beverage Solution. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

Man vs. Machine
One mechanical harvester can do the 

same amount of work as  
60 vineyard workers.

x60
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38
89 Dao Sul 2009 Palestra (Douro). Big bold, 

attractive wine that strides over the palate, giv-
ing sweet fruit as well as acidity. The tannins are buried 
within the ripe red berry fruits that are edged with a 
more concentrated meaty character. Aidil Wines & Li-
quor Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

39
91 David Hill 2009 Estate Pinot Gris (Willa-

mette Valley). Spicy and showing some sweet-
ness around the edges, presumably from a bit of resid-
ual sugar. Lovely fruit is the highlight here, textural and 
luscious with flavors of pears and apricots. Vivid acidity 
cuts through the fleshy core. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

40

90 Domaine de la Berthète 2009 Sensation 
(Côtes du Rhône). This sensational blend of 

50% Grenache, 25% Syrah, 20% Carignan and 5% Cin-
sault displays knockout aromas of black cherry and cas-
sis alongside asphalt and black olive. It’s an intense and 
compelling mix of fruity and savory, with a long, mouth-
watering finish. Bourgeois Family Selections. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

41
91 Mount Langi Ghiran 2005 Billi Billi Shi-

raz (Victoria). This offering from Mount Lan-
gi Ghiran displays trademark Syrah notes of leather, 
roasted meat, cracked pepper and violets, balanced by 
a foundation of cherry fruit. It’s silky in texture and long 
on the finish, making it an excellent wine and a superb 
value. Drink it over the next 4–5 years. Rathbone Wine 
Group. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $15

42
90 Palacio de Bornos 2010 Verdejo (Rue-

da). Zesty and clean, with pure grapefruit and 
passion fruit aromas. It’s charged up but perfectly bal-
anced, with bright, focused citrus and pineapple flavors. 
Lemony acidity keeps the finish rolling, then throw in 
some chive and fresh greens and you have a spot-on 
Verdejo. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13

43
90 Casa Lapostolle 2009 Casa Cabernet 

Sauvignon (Rapel Valley). Firm, toasty aro-
mas blend well with cherry and plum notes. The palate 
is healthy in feel, with good depth and balance. Tastes 
lightly herbal, but the heavy lifting is handled by black 
fruit and chocolate flavors. Peppery on the finish and 
very solid as a whole. Moët Hennessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $13

44

90 Terrapin Cellars 2010 Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). Sharp and spicy, with pleasing 

focus and minerality. Flavors mix tart, racy green fruits 
with a bracing acidity and suggestions of chalk. Excel-
lent structure; best to decant it first. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8%  Price: $13 

45

89 Boekenhoutskloof 2009 The Wolftrap  
Syrah- Mourvèdre-Viogner (Western Cape). 

Ripe and juicy with notes of black raspberry, cherry 
and mulberry accented by hints of mocha and cigar 
spice. The mouth is silky and decadent with a wonder-
fully peppery finish that lingers nicely. Widely available  
with 15,000 cases imported. Drink now. Vineyard 
Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

46
91 Casa do Valle 2010 Grande Escolha 

(Vinho Verde). Big, ripe-fruited wine, full of 
apricot and peach flavors, a fine rounded texture, smooth  
and creamy. There is a great tangy citrus finish.  
Impressive, ripe and rich, definitely for food. Massa-
nois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

47

90 Woop Woop 2009 Shiraz (South Eastern 
Australia). Well-known Aussie winemaker 

Ben Riggs has crafted a dense, savory Shiraz that sells 
for a bargain price. Notes of roasted meat, black olives, 
coffee and cinnamon rest on a foundation of mulberry 
fruit, with just the suggestion of dusty tannins on the 
finish. Drink now and over the next couple of years.  
Epicurean Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13

Screwcaps Rule!
Currently, screwcaps seal 75% of 

Australian wines and 93% of New 
Zealand wines.
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48
89 Echeverria 2010 Reserva Sauvignon 

Blanc (Molina). With fruit from coastal Ley-
da in the blend, this Curicó wine surprises with crisp, 
focused understatement. The mouth is fresh but basic, 
with juicy, perky apple and citrus flavors followed by a 
crisp, slightly pithy finish. Overachieves in the context 
of Echeverria’s past Sauvignon Blancs. Ararat Import/
Export Co. LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

49
89 Moncigale 2010 Fruité Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). So crisp and deliciously refreshing, 
a brilliant wine for a hot Sunday by the beach. It does 
have texture as well, with a bite of fruit skins and a pure 
line of acidity. Grantham Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

50
88 Domaine Ste. Michelle NV Blanc de 

Blancs (Columbia Valley). The DSM spar-
klers all come in a fancy package, all are méthode 
Champenoise, all finished with a wire cage and Cham-
pagne cork. This is quite yeasty, with a pretty toasted co-
conut flavor that spices up the fruit. Primarily Chardon-
nay, it has no perceptible residual sugar. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $11

51
89 Robert Mondavi 2009 Private Selection 

Pinot Grigio (California). You won’t find a 
better Pinot Grigio at this price in California. It’s just 
wonderful, with brisk acidity perking up flavors of lem-
ons, limes, green apples and honey. Production was 
111,000 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

52
88 Evodia 2010 Old Vines Garnacha (Ca-

latayud). Floral and fresh smelling, with rosy 
notes, blueberry and nary any funk, leather or earth. 
Vibrant and juicy in the mouth, with boysenberry and 
plum flavors that set up a fruity, clean finish. Brighter, 
smoother and easier going than the 2009. European 
Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $9

 

53

88 Santa Alicia 2010 Reserva Merlot (Mai-
po Valley). Dry, spicy and floral smelling, with 

modest herbal accents. The palate is saturated and fairly 
rich, with good texture and broad, satisfying flavors of 
berry and plum. Sturdy, consistent and fresh, with easy 
drinkability. Halby Marketing. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9

54

90 Kendall-Jackson 2009 Avant Chardon-
nay (California). A new category of Chardon-

nay introduced this year by Kendall-Jackson, and likely 
to eventually compete with its best-selling Vintner’s Re-
serve. The wine is slightly sweet in pineapple, orange 
and vanilla honey flavors, with the crisp acidity that 
comes from coastal grape sourcing. The wine has better 
structure and is somewhat more minerally and elegant 
than the Vinter’s Reserve. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14

55
90 La Colombina 2006 Palpito (Sant’Antimo). 

Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon 
are the base of this well-concentrated and ripe super 
Tuscan blend. Aromas of cherry, raspberry, blueberry 
and hints of clove, smoke and cured meat make for a 
beautiful bouquet. The mouthfeel is equally smooth 
and complex. Michael Skurnik Wines. —M.L. 
abv: 14% Price: $14

56

90 Pedroncelli 2008 Bench Vineyards Mer-
lot (Dry Creek Valley). A terrific Merlot, es-

pecially at this price. Impresses for its soft lushness and 
intricate flavors of berries, currants, cola, anise, pepper 
and sandalwood. A real bargain. Production was 2,500 
cases. Drink soon. —S.H. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $14

57
88 Quinta das Arcas 2010 Arca Nova Col-

heita (Vinho Verde). Delicious bright-fruited 
wine, full of lemongrass, green herbs and delicious lime 
juice and apricot flavors. Drink this summer as a great 
apéritif. Frontier Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $9 

58
88 Novy 2009 Red Wine (North Coast). This 

red blend of Syrah, Zinfandel, Grenache and 
Nebbiolo is such a screaming good deal anyone wanting 
to make the point that California wine can be afford-
able and incredibly well made should buy a case just to 
proselytize to friends. It’s got bright raspberry, cherry 
and cranberry highlights as well as the meatiness one 
can appreciate in a fine Syrah. Well-integrated, smooth, 
clean and balanced, it’s the whole package in an under 
$10 price. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $9 

59
90 Gassier 2010 Château Beaulieu Rosé 

(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). A full, round-
ed wine, very much a rosé for food. It is bone dry in 
character, although the berry fruitiness gives the wine 
an attractive open feel. With its firm texture, it could age 
a year. Opici Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14
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60

90 Francis Ford Coppola 2009 Votre Santé 
Chardonnay (California). This statewide 

blend stands up well against far more expensive Char-
donnays. It’s rich and crisp in acidity, with tropical fruit, 
pear and peach flavors, as well as a generous coating of 
oak and buttercream. Easy to find, with nearly 11,000 
cases produced. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14

61

90 Benegas 2008 Don Tiburcio (Mendoza). 
Earthy and deep from head to tail. The nose 

offers fresh compost, loamy berry, cola and overrid-
ing richness. Feels smooth and layered across the pal-
ate, with dark berry, pepper and bitter chocolate fla-
vors. Blackened on the finish and toasty; 50% Malbec 
with four additional Bordeaux varieties. Vias Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14

62
89 Louis Bernard 2009 Château Noël Saint-

Laurent (Côtes du Rhône). Unusually full 
bodied and lush for a white Côtes du Rhône, with 
smoky, intense aromas of grilled peaches and crushed 
stone and a lingering finish. Drink now. Boisset Family 
Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $12 

63

89 Finca El Origen 2010 Reserva Malbec 
(Uco Valley). Dense and solid from the start, 

with deep plum, wild berry and earth aromas. Ripe, 
whole and nice on the palate, with crusty blackberry, 
chocolate and spice flavors. Finishes lightly toasted, 
with comportment. Real good for everyday Malbec. 
Carolina Wine Brands USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

64
89 Casas del Bosque 2010 Reserva Sauvi-

gnon Blanc (Casablanca Valley). Ocean-
ic and mildly green on the nose, with grassy notes and 
appealing citrusy scents. The palate is juicy, crisp and 
zesty, with flavors of fresh lettuce, lime and green herbs. 
Finishes light and pretty. Vinocopia. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

65
90 Ken Forrester 2010 Reserve Chenin 

Blanc (Stellenbosch). A strong toasty streak 
lines the essence of this beautiful Chenin Blanc, adding 
character to the apple and pear fruit core. The mouth-
feel is full and rich without being overdone thanks to 
the balanced acidity, while nuances of sweet spice, pie 
crust and wood-grilled Red Delicious all linger well into 
the long finish. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

66
89 Domaine Jean Bousquet 2009 Malbec 

(Mendoza). Very nice Malbec for the money. 
The bouquet is floral and bright, with a hint of dry oak 
and mocha. The feel is full and well balanced, while the 
palate has a bright and lively personality with cherry, rasp-
berry, chocolate and spice flavors. Smooth, tastes good 
and offers plenty of value. Buena Cepa Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12

67

89 Renwood 2008 Red Label Syrah (Sierra 
Foothills). A great value, easy-drinking Syrah 

from the Sierra Foothills’ Zin masters, Renwood, who 
have produced here a mouthful of blackberry and plum 
juiciness that is full and sweet. Pair with roasted beef or 
lamb for a succulent meal. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

68

90 Condes de Albarei 2010 Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). Apple and melon aromas are pure 

and minerally. The palate is round and offers good den-
sity and acidic balance along with tasty, better-than-nor-
mal melon, papaya and apple flavors. Creamy but bal-
anced on the finish; meets or beats any reasonable ex-
pectation for fine Alabariño. CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15

69
89 Rutini 2009 Trumpeter Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Mendoza). Sweet, rich and clean, with 
molasses, fig and pure berry fruit aromas. Rich and satu-
rated, but balanced, with blackberry, brown sugar and 
chocolaty flavors. Finishes fairly long, with spice and 
some complexity. A surprisingly good bargain Cab. Pas-
ternak Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12

Inexpensive Bordeaux
While Bordeaux has the reputation for being costly, 80% of Bordeaux’s production falls between $8 and $24 per bottle.
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70
90 Concannon 2009 Conservancy Chardon-

nay (Livermore Valley). Jeez Louise, this is 
good, ripe, rich Chardonnay from a big producer in the 
Livermore Valley, and an amazing deal. It starts with a 
Burgundian nose of slight oak and citrus, then dances 
with intense layers of pear, vanilla and caramel toffee, a 
healthy dose of defining minerality throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15

71
90 Joseph Drouhin 2009 Morgon. In a firm 

style, this is a dense wine, its black fruits packed 
into a solid structure. It has power as well as ripe fruit, 
with tannins and acidity, and is likely to age for a couple 
of years. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

72
90 Mommessin 2010 Les Pêchers (Saint-

Amour). A wine with an important structure, 
tasting very young at this stage. There is great acidity 
through a lovely, fragrant, forward wine. The acidity 
gives everything a lift of fruitiness. OWS. —R.V. 
abv: NA  Price: $15 

73
90 Dürnberg 2010 Cool Climate White 

(Nieder österreich). Despite the light alcohol, 
the wine feels full, with a complex array of green and 
white fruit flavors, certainly crisp, but also with a tangy 
structure, ripe fruits and final rounded, warm acidity. 
Screwcap. Private Reserve. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5%  Price: $15  

74
88 Trapiche 2009 Oak Cask Cabernet Sau-

vignon (Mendoza). Cherry, plum, bacon and 
licorice are all good aromas that indicate that this value 
wine has quality backing it up. The palate is fresh and 
clean, with depth and ripe, slightly oaked flavors of cas-
sis, blackberry and chocolate. Easy to like, with toasty 
touches throughout. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10

75
90 Vinum Africa 2009 Chenin Blanc (Stellen-

bosch). A balanced and quite pleasing Chenin 
Blanc that offers both bright, fleshy fruit flavors and a 
delicately spicy, oak-driven backdrop. Ripe apple and 
pear notes mingle seamlessly with delicate almond and 
hazelnut toast accents, while hints of sweet baking spice 
remain through the lengthy finish. World Premiere 
Wines LLC. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

76

87 Feudo Arancio Stemmari 2008 Pinot Noir 
(Sicilia). Here’s a warm-climate Pinot Noir 

that shows all the characteristic aromas of the variety—
wild berries, blue flowers and cherry—in a more pro-
nounced and immediate manner. It’s a bigger, more 
generous interpretation of the grape with a purely Si-
cilian signature. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —M.L. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

77

90 Martín Códax 2010 Albariño (Rías Baix-
as). A little leesy on the nose, but mostly it’s 

forward and lemony. The palate is citric and crisp as a 
whistle, with lemon, green apple and a secondary sweet-
ness akin to pineapple. Focused and clean on the finish; 
chiseled and defined. Martín Códax USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15

78

88 Rocland Estate 2009 Ass Kisser Fine Red 
Wine (South Australia). Lush and creamy in 

texture and showing a bit of warmth, this is a mouth-
filling, crowd-pleasing blend of Grenache, Shiraz and 
Mataro (Mourvèdre). Ripe currant fruit is nicely framed 
by hints of vanilla and cedar. Drink now–2015. Rocland 
Wine Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $10 

79
89 Tetramythos 2009 Roditis (Patras). This 

wine is a real find, with its crisp green apple, 
floral and citrus aromas and blend of curvy tropical fruit 
and crisp acidity on the palate. Distinctive, lush but re-
freshing, it’s both balanced and complex. A delicious 
white with Greek character. Trireme Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $13 

80
88 Fattoria Zerbina 2009 Il 500 (Sangiovese 

di Romagna). Il 500 is a small-format dry red 
wine made with Sangiovese grapes from the Romagna 
area of central Italy. The wine shows a clean, bright 
quality of fruit with fresh aromas of cherry, blackber-
ry and white almond. Pair it with pasta or cheese. Eu-
ropvin. —M.L. 
abv: 12% Price: $11/500 ml 

81
90 Mills Reef 2010 Reserve Sauvignon 

Blanc (Hawke’s Bay). Mills Reef’s Reserve 
Sauvignon Blanc stays true to the Hawke’s Bay style, 
with ripe fruit notes that recall nectarine and passion 
fruit, medium body and a zesty finish reminiscent of 
fresh citrus. Drink it over the next year. San Francisco 
Wine Exchange. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15

Sweet Advice
When pairing a wine with a sweet dish, always choose a wine that’s as sweet or sweeter than the dish itself, otherwise the 

wine will taste painfully acidic and thin. 
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82

90 Montes 2010 Limited Selection Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Leyda Valley). This SB has one 

of Chile’s best track records for high quality. The nose 
and flavors both exceed norms, with the former show-
ing bold citrus, lime and melon aromas and the latter 
revolving around grapefruit, lime and gooseberry. It’s 
ripe, healthy, pithy, acid-driven and piercing. Summer 
sipping calls. T.G.I.C. Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

83
88 Santa Quiteria 2009 Altitud 1.100 Gar-

nacha (Almansa). Opens with a nice mix of 
black fruit scents, primarily blackberry. The palate is 
juicy and healthy, with berry, plum, spice and herbal 
flavors. Fades smoothly for a $10 Garnacha, with con-
trolled herbal accents. An honest wine for all-occasion 
drinking. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

84
89 Dr. Fischer 2009 Ockfener Bockstein 

Riesling (Mosel). A strong showing for this 
entry-level offering from the Dr. Fischer estate on the 
Saar, with some funky passion fruit notes adding char-
acter to this creamy-textured, amply concentrated wine. 
Finishes off-dry, with lingering mineral notes. Hand-
picked at kabinett-level ripeness, this is a great value.
Winesellers Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $13 

85
91 Barnard Griffin 2009 Fumé Blanc (Colum-

bia Valley). This could be called the signature 
white for Barnard Griffin, for it always delivers aston-
ishing flavor for the modest price. A small percentage of 
Sémillon is in the blend, but the sappy, spicy, penetrat-
ing herbaceousness of Sauvignon Blanc is showcased, 
not disguised. Done in a Sancerre-like style, under 13% 
alcohol, this is a gorgeous food wine, but you may just 
want to sip it all by itself. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $9

86
88 Château de Parenchère 2010 Bordeaux 

Blanc. Attractive wine, boasting a good balance 
between herbaceous Sauvignon Blanc and a more per-
fumed character from Muscadelle. It has a creamy char-
acter along with intense acidity, leaving a fresh taste in 
the mouth. The Country Vintner. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

87
89 Night & Day 2008 Red (Rogue Valley). A 

kitchen sink sort of blend, this nonetheless re-
tains its focus and brings bright and spicy red fruits to 
the front and center. It’s a yummy style, fresh and sim-
ply delicious, in the manner of a good country wine. But 
it goes farther than you expect, lingering and layering 
up through a medium-deep finish. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

88

89 Machherndl 2008 Kollmütz Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). A steely side of 

Grüner here, very crisp with a strong mineral element. 
The wine is razor sharp and bright, with a brittle tex-
ture. With its vibrant acidity, this is a great food-pairing 
wine. Screwcap. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

89

89 Kenwood 2008 Zinfandel (Sonoma Coun-
ty). A solid Zinfandel, made in the dependable 

Kenwood style. Shows real varietal flair, with ripe for-
est berry fruit sprinkled with cloves and pepper. With 
smooth tannins and a firm finish, it’s a real bargain at 
this price. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14

90
92 R.L. Buller & Son NV Premium Fine Tokay 

(Victoria). A bargain among Down Under for-
tifieds, Buller’s Victorian blended Tokay features won-
derfully complex notes of tea, spice and citrus atop lush 
caramel-like sweetness. It’s silky and balanced, with a 
long, citrusy finish. Southern Starz, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 18% Price: $15/375 ml 

91

89 Cachette 2009 Côtes du Rhône. Rich, 
ripe and chocolaty in style, this is a full-bodied 

yet soft and velvety-textured wine. It’s a rich, satisfying 
mouthful of lusty red from the right bank of the Rhône, 
made by Laudun Chusclan Vignerons for the importer. 
Quintessential Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14%  Price: $14 

92

88 Korbel NV Sweet Rosé (California). Even 
if you don’t like sweet sparkling wine, it will be 

hard to turn down another glass of this beauty. It’s so 
clean and delicious, with a raspberry sorbet and vanilla 
richness. One of the best sweet bubblies out there, at a 
great price. —S.H. 
abv: 11% Price: $12

Buckeyes’ Pride
Prior to the Civil War, Ohio was 

considered America’s  
most important  
wine-producing  

state.
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“Come quickly! I am 
tasting the stars!”

—Dom Perignon, after his  
first sip of Champagne.

93

88 Yalumba 2010 The Y Series Viognier 
(South Australia). Even toward the lower 

end of the range, Yalumba’s Viogniers retain the vari-
ety’s hallmark overt floral and spice aromatics. This is 
less conentrated and intense than some of the winery’s 
other bottlings, but it’s still a fresh, nicely balanced wine 
that’s a good introduction to Viognier. Drink now. Nego-
ciants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

94

88 Monte Antico 2007 Red Wine (Toscana). 
From the excellent 2007 vintage, Monte Antico 

(a blend of 85% Sangiovese with Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Merlot) offers easy spice aromas of clove and cin-
namon followed by a fresh dose of cherry fruit. Empson 
(USA) Ltd. —M.L. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $12 

95
88 Delas Frères 2009 Saint-Esprit (Côtes 

du Rhône). Predominantly Grenache Blanc, 
this surprisingly mineral-laden white displays hints of 
graphite that underscore modest pear and melon fruit. 
It’s powerful yet restrained, and would be at home with 
a wide variety of fish or chicken dishes. Drink now. Mai-
sons Marques & Domaines USA. —J.C. 
abv: 13%  Price: $12  

96

91 Arbor Crest 2009 Bacchus Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Columbia Valley). Pungent 

aromas of concentrated stone fruits, bubble gum, a 
whiff of diesel and pine tar introduce a multidimension-
al wine with lip-smacking acidity. All stainless ferment-
ed, no malolactic, no acidification, just a clean, pure, 
natural and richly delicious wine, loaded with ripe, lus-
cious peach, pear, papaya and apricot fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $8 

97
88 Pinord NV Marrugat Brut (Cava). Very 

friendly and clean cava with good fruit and a 
pinch of aromatic toast. It’s far from out of the ordinary, 
but it is extremely fresh and clean, with pure lemon-
lime and green apple on the palate. Finishes fruity and 
with finesse. Really good in an uncomplicated way. Vi-
naio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13

98
90 Messias 2008 Quinta do Penedo (Dão). 

A wonderfully brooding, tannic wine that offers 
huge structure along with richness, dark plum skin fruit 
flavors and a tense mineral and flint texture. Obviously 
for aging over 4–5 years. Luiz’s Grocery And Liquors. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

99
88 Villa Pillo 2008 Borgoforte (Toscana). 

Borgoforte is a well-built and very well-priced 
super Tuscan blend that would taste great with meatloaf 
and mashed potatoes. The wine is dense and round in 
the mouth with pretty but simple aromas of wild cherry 
and blueberry. Pebble Ridge Wine Estates. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12

100

87 Cantina di Soave 2010 Re Midas (Soave). 
Packaged in a screwcap bottle with an eye-

catching purple label, Re Midas is a textbook expression 
of Soave with fresh aromas of melon, peach and hon-
ey. This well-priced white delivers a compact but crisp 
mouthfeel. MW Imports. —M.L. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 


