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CLASSICS ENDURE IN 
AN EVER-CHANGING 

LANDSCAPE.
BY KARA NEWMAN

Arguably, 2011 was the year of 
whiskey. Never before have 
so many and so varied new 
expressions of the spirit come 

to the U.S. market—smoky and smooth, 
blended and single malt, Bourbon and Scotch 
and something else altogether. So if this 
year’s Top 50 seems heavily weighted toward 
the whiskey category, it’s with good reason.

But whiskey may need to watch its back 
as 2012 rounds the corner, because so 
many other spirit categories have wonderful 
offerings too: aged rums, Tequilas and bright 
young upstart mezcals, plus a growing range 
of liqueurs, from stalwarts to fresh new 
flavors, and nearly-forgotten products that 
importers are reintroducing. Any one of these 
could change the spirits landscape in the 
year ahead. 

The 50 spirits on the following pages 
represent the best of what we tasted in 2011 
exclusively, so if a particular spirit category 
is not represented, it may be due to few, or 
relatively less notable, submissions. But it’s a 
pleasure to introduce what we have—a list 
of 50 stellar spirits. 

U.S. Spirits Category - Sales Volume
VOLUME (TOTAL 9-LITER CASES SOLD)

Vodka   59,391
Rum  24,880
Cordials  19,916
Canadian Whiskey 15,809
Bourbon & Tennessee Whiskey 15,443
Tequila 11,562
Brandy & Cognac  10,942
Gin 10,906
Scotch (Blended)  7,774
Blended Whiskey   5,398
Irish Whiskey  1,387
Scotch (Single Malt)  1,281

SOURCE: Distilled Spirits Council of the United States 
(DISCUS); Industry Review 2010.  

Source document: http://www.discus.org/

 
U.S. Spirits - Sales Volume Growth
SPIRITS CATEGORY VOLUME CHANGE*

Irish Whiskey (+24.1%)
Imported Vodka (+13.7%)
Single Malt Scotch (+10.6%)
Cognac  (+7.9%)
Non-Cognac Brandy  (-3.5%)
Blended Scotch  (-6.1%)

*2011 year-to-date through June 12 
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93 Punt e Mes (Italy; Infinium Spirits, Aliso 
Viejo, CA). This sweet vermouth is deep and 

intriguing, from the dark winy color to the plummy, 
raisin-like fragrance. A fleeting sweetness, redolent of 
dried fruit and juicy prune notes, gives way to a dry, bit-
ter finish, which saves it from becoming cloying. Medi-
um to heavy in feel. Very easy drinking, especially with 
ice, and it’ s easy to imagine sipping this, well chilled, on 
a hot day. Highly Negroni-worthy.
abv: 16% Price: $25

Blended 
Scotch

96 Chivas Regal 25 Year Old (Scotland; Per-
nod Ricard USA, Purchase, NY). Complex 

and flavorful, with raisin and fresh apple aromas in a su-
persoft, silky texture. Add a splash of water to coax out 
intense clove, burnt orange, caramel and crème brûlée 
notes. The smoky finish is the long-lingering type that 
whisky aficionados exclaim over for 10 minutes as the 
flavors continue to kaleidoscope. For maximum enjoy-
ment, sip without any whisky aficionados around.
abv: 40% Price: $250

95 Johnnie Walker Blue Label (Scotland; 
Diageo North America, Norwalk, CT). A 

honey-colored whisky with a spicy, smoky fragrance. 
The first sip is surprisingly sweet and honeyed, then the 
smoke gently creeps in like fog at dawn, softly surround-
ing the edges of the tongue.
abv: 40% Price: $220

93 Compass Box Asyla (Scotland; Compass 
Box USA, Manhasset, NY). A top choice for 

those who prefer a lighter whisky style. The pale straw 
color and gentle vanilla and fresh pear aromas hint at 
what’s to come. On the palate, expect a flash of sweet-
ness, finishing with caramel and a faint veil of smoke. 
Mouthwatering. 
abv: 40% Price: $45

Cachaça

94 Sagatiba Pura (Brazil; Sagatiba USA, 
Manhasset, NY). Though it smells like vanil-

la-mint Lifesavers, the flavor of this cachaça is bright 
and lightly sweet, with some spicy notes on the finish. 
Soft feel. Good value. 
abv: 40% Price: $25

92 Cabana Cachaça (Brazil; ABB Partners, 
New York, NY). Distinctive vanilla scent with 

a light floral note. This cachaça has strong, sweet fla-
vor, a thick mouth-coating texture and a custardy fin-
ish. Adding ice and soda lightens this spirit, so it almost 
reads like gin & tonic. Excellent for caipirinhas. 
abv: 40% Price: $35

Cherry and  
Berry-Flavored  

Vodka

94 Alchemia Wild Cherry 
Infused Vodka (Poland; 

Domaine Select Wine Estates, 
New York, NY). An almost cordial-
like stunner, from the dense deep 
red color to the brandied cherry fla-
vor. Though it’s a trifle boozy, like 
an eau-de-vie, the syrupy, velvety 
spirit is surprisingly luscious. A dark 
cherry flavor clings to the palate. It 
wouldn’t be out of place as an after-
dinner digestif, swirled in a snifter 
with an ice cube or two. How many 
vodkas can say that?
abv: 40% Price: $29

Coffee & Tea 
Liqueurs

94 Firelit Coffee Liqueur Yirg (USA; St. 
George Spirits, Alameda, CA). Coffee 

geeks will go bananas for this liqueur made with single-
origin cold-brewed beans roasted by cult favorite Blue 
Bottle Coffee. Looks and smells like brewed espresso in 
the glass. It’s not too sweet, has a bracingly bitter edge 
and a lingering true-coffee finish that clings tenacious-
ly to the palate. Oddly, it’s better without milk—it just 
doesn’t need it. 
abv: 30% Price: $50

93 Qi White Exotic Oranges & White Tea Li-
queur (USA; St. George Spirits, Alameda, 

CA). Look out, triple sec, you may have competition. 
Bold, sweet and complex, this spirit has a golden orange 
glow and a bright, juicy citrus and honeysuckle aroma. 
Front-loaded honey, orange blossom and lemon zest fla-
vors ease into a subtle, pleasantly lingering, floral finish. 
This liqueur would lend itself to a fizzy, spritz-like drink 
with ease, and blends dreamily with gin. Lovely.
abv: 40%  Price: $35

Gin  
(London Dry-Style)

96 Citadelle Gin (France, W.J. Deutsch & 
Sons Ltd., Harrison, NY). A soft and refined 

standout. Bright, citrusy aroma. This supersilky gin has 
a big licorice and juniper twang and a slight quinine fla-
vor—in other words, it cries out for tonic water. The 
sweet, lingering finish evokes pink peppercorns, citrus 
peel and white wildflowers. 
abv: 44% Price: $25

95 Beefeater 24 London Dry Gin (England, 
Pernod Ricard, Purchase, NY). Polished, 

versatile and well balanced. Clean, mild aromas of juni-
per and citrus, and a sweeter flavor than most gins, with 
a bracing, astringent, citrus-peel finish. The gin’s famed 
tea botanicals were not apparent in tasting; it had more 
of a pronounced grapefruit profile. The bottle is strik-
ing, with a red base and decorative glasswork.
abv: 45% Price: $29

95 Darnley’s View Gin (Great Britain, 
Weymss Wine and Spirits, San Francis-

co, CA). Fresh, delicate fragrance of anise and corian-
der. This light-bodied, soft gin has a clean, brisk finish 
with anise and eucalyptus notes. A beautiful small-batch 
gin. 
abv: 40% Price: $35

94 Broker’s Premium London Dry Gin (Eng-
land, Broker’s Imports, Hood River, OR). 

Unscrew that adorable bowler-hat bottle top, and a 
warm fragrance of orange peel, cinnamon-cassia, juni-

Aged Rum

97 Ron Abuelo Centuria (Panama; Van 
Gogh Imports, Orlando, FL). Made to cel-

ebrate 100 years of rum making, this is a spirit to sa-
vor. It’s made from a blend of rums aged from eight up 
to 30 years in American whiskey barrels. The unusu-
ally deep caramel hue advertises the powerful flavors: 
crème brûlée, lingering and kaleidoscopic notes of cof-
fee bean, caramel, cola, muted gingerbread spices and 
just a mere hint of sweetness. 
abv: 40% Price: $130

96 Pyrat XO Reserve Rum (Guyana; The Pa-
tron Company, Las Vegas, NV). From this 

dark amber liquid wafts a luxurious aroma of toffee, 
marzipan, candied fruit and sarsparilla. On the sweet-
er side of the spectrum, this aged rum is gorgeous and 
mouth-filling, with caramel and a sprinkling of ginger 
and cinnamon fireworks on the elongated finish. Best 
Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $25

94 Plantation Rum Grande Reserve 5 Year 
Old Barbados (Barbados; Cognac Fer-

rand, Basking Ridge, NJ). As might be expected 
from a rum affiliated with a Cognac maker, this honey-
colored spirit is finished in old Cognac barrels. The end 
result is luxe but light, yielding caramel and orange peel 
aromas, as well as loads of sweet honey and creamy car-
amel on the palate, accented with a bright touch of lem-
on. Especially enjoyable mixed with ginger beer, Dark 
& Stormy-style. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

American 
Brandy

94 Etude XO Brandy (USA; Etude Wines, 
Napa Valley, CA). From Etude Wines comes 

this rich, highly aromatic wine lover’s brandy. Made 
with a blend of brandies aged on average over 20 years 
in French oak casks, look for Sherry-like dried fruit 

and honey flavors, finishing with a lingering and lightly 
boozy caramel note. Sipping brandy. 
abv: 40% Price: $150

94 Germain-Robin Coast Road Reserve 
(USA; Germain-Robin, Ukiah, CA). This 

sophisticated and sippable American brandy can hold 
its own against fine Cognacs, but at a much gentler 
price. Deep amber color and big, resonating tones of 
toffee, figs and allspice. A drop of water releases still 
more toffee. Made with a blend of Pinot Noir brandies, 
aged on average about seven years. Previously sold as 
Shareholder’s Reserve, with a new label and new name. 
abv: 40% Price: $72

93 Osocalis XO (USA; Osocalis Inc., Soc-
quel, CA). From a small family-run distillery, 

this blend of “older” California brandies has a vibrant 
golden-orange color and a sweet apples-and-honey 
note. On the palate, creamy citrus flavors finish big and 
rich, with caramel, ginger and cinnamon notes, and a 
soft texture. Pair with a fruit dessert, like apple pie with 
vanilla ice cream. Come to think of it, this brandy would 
be dynamite simply poured over ice cream, too.
abv: 40% Price: $99

American  
Vodka

95 Smugglers’ Notch Distillery Vodka (USA; 
Smugglers’ Notch Distillery, Jefferson-

ville, VT). This clean, neutral vodka made from winter 
wheat and corn is just the ticket for those who value ab-
solute purity in their vodka. The scent is clean and cit-
rusy, the flavor light and smooth, with just a hint of spicy 
tingle on the finish.
abv: 40% Price: $27

94 Skyy Vodka (USA; Skyy Spirits, San 
Francisco, CA). This flavorful, reasonably 

priced vodka reads almost like a light gin, from the cit-
rusy, juniper-like scent to the zingy anise and coriander 
notes. It’s even better with ice, which coaxes out a little 
more sweetness and spice. Made with American grain.
abv: 40% Price: $20

93 Napa Vodka (USA; Napa Valley Distill-
ery; Napa, CA). A memorable vodka with lots 

of swagger and a hefty price tag to match. Made from 
Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc grapes, it’s reminiscent of 
an eau-de-vie, right down to the fruity scent. The crisp, 
extremely smooth finish (it’s filtered an astounding 10 
times) makes it addictively sippable, especially when 
chilled. Wine lovers will want to try it, though cocktail-
ians will think twice before mixing this pricey elixir into 
drinks. Pair with cheeses, seafood or caviar.
abv: 40% Price: $70

93 Vermont White Spirits (USA; Vermont 
Spirits Distilling Co., St. Johnsbury, VT). 

Distilled from 100% milk sugar, this clear vodka has 
a rich, sweet flavor that wouldn’t be out of place in a 
white Russian. However, the alcohol zing balances out 
this spirit, keeping it light and versatile and lending a 
gently spicy finish.
abv: 40% Price: $30

Apéritifs

96 Campari (Italy; Skyy Spirits, San Fran-
cisco, CA). There’s no mistaking this classic 

apéritif, from the vibrant melted lipstick-red color to 
the distinctive signature bitter finish, clean, clear and 
strong. It’s high, bitter and faintly floral-fruity in scent. 
Americanos and Negronis wouldn’t be the same without 
this jewel-like spirit.
abv: 24% Price: $25

95 Carpano Antica Formula (Italy; Infinium 
Spirits, Aliso Viejo, CA). This dark, myste-

rious vermouth is rich, complex and layered, boasting 
aromas of mint and other herbs, plums and figs, rem-
iniscent of Madeira. The rich flavors are hard to pin 
down: Cocoa, red wine, almonds, bitter marmalade, 
hints of spice and toffee all play across the palate, fin-
ishing with a bracing bitter edge. This delectable sweet 
vermouth would shine in a Manhattan.
abv: 16.5% Price: $30/1 L

95 Chartreuse Green (France; Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, New York, NY). This 

light green liquid features musky, herbal and botani-
cal aromas: star anise, tarragon, basil and Dutch lico-
rice. Flavors are bold and sweet, with a slight earthiness 
and alcohol heat. Finishes sharp, herbal, grassy, floral 
and complex. Thick and viscous. A classic for gin-based 
cocktails.
abv: 55% Price: $50

93 Averna Amaro Siciliano (Italy; Domaine 
Select Wine Estates, New York, NY). 

Complex and appealingly herbal, this spirit is marked 
by its coffee-brown color and a scent like spearmint-
spiked espresso. The flavor is sweet, faintly coffee-like, 
with warm Dutch licorice, anise and sarsaparilla notes. 
The brisk finish is minty then bitter. Heavy, syrupy feel.
abv: 32% Price: $30

93 Lillet (France; William Grant & Sons, 
New York, NY). A light, breezy apéritif for 

white wine lovers. This golden-orange liquid has a tart 
apple and citrus scent, with a touch of honeysuckle be-
hind that, and a honeyed flavor with a dry, faintly spiced 
finish. Light-bodied and drinkable, made even more so 
with the addition of lime juice and club soda. Pair with 
cheese or charcuterie.
abv: 17% Price: $16
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per and licorice wafts out. Well-balanced, clean, medi-
um feel. Classic, strong juniper flavor, with a refreshing 
citrusy, piny finish, spicy and lively. Good value. Gin and 
tonic all the way. 
abv: 47% Price: $21

International 
Whiskeys

96 Gentleman Jack Rare Tennessee Whis-
key (USA; Jack Daniels Distillery, Lynch-

burg, TN). This honey-colored whiskey is mellow, 
smooth, mouthwatering and delicious. Rich and pretty 
caramel and citrus aromas precede complex flavors of 
leather, tobacco, vanilla and cocoa. Its long finish dis-
plays lots of caramel, spicy cinnamon and ginger. Pair 
with a cigar. 
abv: 40% Price: $30

95 Slieve Foy 8 Year Old Irish Single Malt 
Whiskey (Ireland; Preiss Imports, San 

Diego, CA). This was a pleasant surprise: soft, fresh, 
delicate and lovely. It has a light straw color and is per-
fumed with pineapples and tropical fruit. The slightly 
fruity flavor finishes with a wispy smokiness, and lingers 
on. 
abv: 46% Price: $45

93 Bernheim Original Kentucky Straight 
Wheat Whiskey (USA; Heaven Hill Dis-

tilleries, Bardstown, KY). This small-batch whiskey, 
with its bright copper penny color and bewitchingly 
sweet aromas of cocoa, mocha and fresh-baked cookies, 
is one of the few “straight wheat” whiskeys out there. 
The flavors are brisk and restrained, with leather and to-
bacco tones and a clean citrus and vanilla finish. Despite 
a relatively high proof, it still comes across as mellow 
and balanced. Drink straight up, with ice.
abv: 45% Price: $30

93 Canadian Club Sherry Cask Whisky 
(Canada; Canadian Club Import Compa-

ny, Deerfield, IL). Aged eight years, then finished in 
Spanish Sherry casks. The final product is mellow, silky 
and refined. While the Sherry influence isn’t overt, the 
extra cask aging shows in the deep nut-brown color and 
warm flavors of dark chocolate, Guinness Stout and ha-
zelnuts, which fade into a long, intriguing finish. Pair 
with a sweet and sticky dessert. 
abv: 40% Price: $26

93 Charbay Hop-Flavored Whiskey (USA; 
Charbay Winery & Distillery, St. Helena, 

CA). This whiskey reads like a cross between Bourbon 
and a fine Cognac, delivering rich aromas of caramel, 
espresso and crème brûlée. Although initially brisk and 
spicy, the flavor fades to a long burnt-toffee finish and 
bracing bite. Feels warm and soft on the tongue. 
abv: 55% Price: $325

93 John L. Sullivan Irish Whiskey (Ireland; 
Undisputed International LLC, Washing-

ton, DC). This Bourbon-barrel-finished whiskey is a 
treat, with a light amber color, caramel and orange peel 
aroma, and a lingering caramel and spice finish. Soft, 
smooth and full-bodied. 
abv: 40% Price: $24

92 Hibiki Aged 12 Years Whisky (Japan; 
Suntory International Corp., New York, 

NY). With a little water, this golden blended whisky 
opens up to delicate, nuanced honey and floral aromas 
and flavors. Finishes smoky, dry and brisk. 
abv: 43% Price: $65

Pisco

96 Tacama Pisco Puro Quebranta (Peru; Vi-
dalco International, Dunbar, WV). An aro-

matic pisco, with a luscious cherry-almond fragrance. At 
first, the spirit is sweet and lightly fruity, then clove, gin-
ger and black pepper notes spark up in the middle, and 
it finishes lightly floral and spicy. Expect a touch of alco-
hol burn, since this is distilled to 88 proof, but overall a 
beautiful, balanced and complex spirit.
abv: 44% Price: $45/500 ml

93 Pisco Capel Reservado (Chile; Shaw-
Ross International Importers, Miramar, 

FL). The scent reads as fruity and a touch smoky; on the 
tongue, it’s surprisingly sweet, finishing long and fruity, 
with some herbaceous and vanilla notes on the finish. A 
smooth and sophisticated pisco, and an excellent value.
abv: 40% Price: $16

Single Malt 
Scotch

96 The Dalmore Cigar Malt Reserve (Scot-
land; Shaw-Ross Importers, Miramar, 

FL). Honey-amber color and a big butterscotch aroma. 
Intriguingly dry and earthy, with leather, tobacco, dark 
chocolate and clove flavors, which accelerate with re-

Bourbon Boundaries
While 95% of Bourbon whiskey is produced in Ken-
tucky, it can legally be produced anywhere in the 
United States. Tennessee whiskey, however, can 
only be produced in Tennessee.
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peated sips and linger on. Add ice if you must, but avoid 
watering down this delicious after-dinner treat, which 
would be even better accompanied by a well-selected 
dark chocolate or two. 
abv: 44% Price: $125

95 Douglas of Drumlanrig: Laphroaig 17 
Years Old (Scotland; International Spir-

its & Wines, Mt. Kisco, NY). For those who prefer 
a peaty Scotch style, this is an excellent, food-friendly 
example that won’t blow out your palate with smoke. 
This straw-colored spirit has a pronounced but delicate 
brininess, which builds gently with repeated sips. Pair 
this light-bodied spirit with oysters or other shellfish. 
abv: 46% Price: $189

95 Glenmorangie The Nectar D’Or 12 Years 
Old (Scotland; Moët Hennessy USA, 

New York, NY). This golden spirit is often flagged by 
bartenders and sommeliers as a favorite; it’s easy to see 
why. A decade in Bourbon casks, plus an extra two years 
in Sauternes barriques, yields a fresh honeysuckle and 
vanilla perfume and a supersmooth spirit with creamy 
honey and nut flavors, with hints of dark chocolate and 
cinnamon. Very few spirits have such elegance and silky 
finesse. Good value, too.
abv: 46% Price: $70

94 Glen Garioch 1994 Small Batch Release 
(Scotland; Skyy Spirits, San Francisco, 

CA). This 17-year-old Highland Scotch is well struc-

tured and remarkably aromatic. The incredibly rich, 
buttery vanilla scent all but leaps out of the glass, tem-
pered by fresh apple and floral notes. The flavor is brac-
ing and briny, light-bodied and with just a hint of cara-
mel. Pale straw color.
abv: 53.9% Price: $120

94 The Balvenie 17 Year Old Peated Cask 
(Scotland; William Grant & Sons, New 

York, NY). The tagline on the label reads “sweet spice 
and smoke,” and it’s an apt description. This bright am-
ber spirit with golden highlights has a fruity, fresh scent 
and a light waft of smoke on the palate, finishing with 
orange peel and caramel. Add water for a smoother, 
creamier texture. Just enough smoke and alcohol bite. 
abv: 43% Price: $130

93 Highland Park Aged 12 Years (Scotland; 
Remy Cointreau USA, New York, NY). El-

egant, light and pretty. This amber spirit has a light, 
briny vanilla scent and a silky feel. A veil of smoke rises 
through the Scotch (but fades out fast), leaving behind 
a sweet nutty, vanilla finish.
abv: 43% Price: $46

Spiced Rum

96 Chairman’s Reserve Spiced (St. Lucia; 
Team Spirits Import Co., Bowie, MD). So 

this is what all the bartenders have been talking about. 
Bright copper-penny color and a mulled-wine aroma 
rich with cloves, cassia bark and sweet dried fruit notes. 
The flavor is delicately balanced, sweet and spiced but 
not too much of either. Ginger, cinnamon, and allspice 
take the leading role, not vanilla, from the first sip 
through to the lingering, lightly spicy finish. One of the 
few spiced rums worth sipping straight.
abv: 40% Price: $22

93 Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum (USA; William 
Grant & Sons, New York, NY). The bad 

boy of the spiced rum category draws on tattoo culture 
(look for the cute hula-girl tattoo label) and high alcohol 
content (north of 80 proof). Despite the sweet, almost 
root beer-like caramel fragrance, the mahogany liquid 
is brawny and dry. Look for bitter cocoa up front, cin-
namon and allspice notes. A good foil for drinks with 
sweeter ingredients. Best Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $18

Tequila

98 Tequila Don Julio 1942 (Mexico; Diageo 
Americas, Norwalk, CT). A stunning limit-

ed-edition añejo. The golden color and caramel scent 
hint at what’s to come: sweet agave flavor, a lingering 
whisper of smoke and mellow notes of tropical fruit, 
Sauternes and butterscotch.
abv: 40% Price: $125

96 Riazul Premium Tequila Añejo (Mexico; 
Jomada Imports, Lake Zurich, IL). This 

Tequila is aged for two years in oak barrels previously 
used for brandy/Cognac production. The aging shows 
in the bewitching scent of toffee and sarsaparilla, and 
deep flavors of caramel, amaretto, Tootsie Rolls, honey 
and espresso. Weird and special. 
abv: 40% Price: $60

95 Antiguo de Herradura Reposado (Mex-
ico; Brown-Forman Beverages, Louis-

ville, KY). The expressions from this brand were very 
good and value priced across the board, but the reposa-
do was especially memorable. Pale straw color, pleasant 
mix of vanilla, floral and faint pear fragrances. The flavor 
is sweet, with a lightly smoky finish with some vanilla 
tones, reminiscent of lighter peated whiskey. Medium 
body, smooth feel.
abv: 40% Price: $35

94 Cabo Wabo Tequila Reposado (Mexico; 
Skyy Spirits, San Francisco, CA). Yes, this 

is the brand founded by rock star Sammy Hagar, former 
front man for Van Halen. Stop rolling your eyes: This is 
a robust, addictive Tequila, especially recommended for 
those who love peaty Scotches. The spirit has a sweet 
scent of ripe oranges and vanilla, powerful butterscotch 
and honey flavors and a raucous smoky finish.
abv: 40% Price: $45

94 El Jimador Tequila Blanco (Mexico; 
Brown-Forman Beverages, Louisville, 

KY). Among the best of the blancos. The scent is almost 
like an infused vodka, zingy, bright, citrusy and sweet. 
Sweet flavor, with hits of lemon and pepper on the fin-
ish. Smooth, soft feel, and definitely Margarita material. 
abv: 40% Price: $20

To download a PDF of  
Wine Enthusiast’s Top 50 Spirits, 
visit winemag.com/2011spirits

Navigating the Negroni
The classic Negroni cocktail—a blend of gin, Cam-
pari and sweet vermouth—was named for a 1900s 
Florentine aristocrat, Count Camillo Negroni, after he 
asked a bartender to serve his preferred cocktail, the 
Americano, extra stiff. With the addition of gin and 
the exclusion of club soda, the Negroni was born.

Spirited Hearts
The heart of the blue agave plant, known as la piña, 
may weigh 200 pounds or more at maturity before 
being chopped into smaller pieces and cooked for the 
distillation of Tequila.


