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CELEBRATING THE 
BEST REVIEWED 

BEERS OF THIS YEAR.
BY LAUREN BUZZEO

 
COUNTRY BREAKDOWN OF 
BEER REVIEWS IN 2011:
Belgium 3
Canada 5
England 8
Germany 2
Italy 13
USA 100

 131 total beer reviews in 2011

U.S. REVIEW BREAKDOWN BY STATE:
California 20
Colorado 9
Delaware 1
Hawaii 2
Illinois 1
Maine 1
Maryland 1
Massachusetts 17
Michigan 9
New Hampshire 5
New York 13
Oregon 12
Pennsylvania 2
Texas 1
Utah 2
Vermont 1
Wisconsin 3
 
Most popular style submitted: IPA
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2011
BEERS

T he domestic craft beer boom is still 
in full swing, and there is a growing 
interest in imports. That’s what 
made the selection of our Top 25 

Beers so difficult. The beers presented on 
the following pages are among the best-
reviewed selections we tasted over the past 
12 months, exhibiting extraordinary quality 
at prices that still represent affordable luxury. 

The list is all about balance—the balance 
of countries, brands, styles, prices and 
production sizes. This year’s Number One 
beer is a perfect balance of all the elements 
considered when compiling this list: high 
score, reasonable pricing, brand buzz, hot 
style and superb availability. In addition, 
however, you’ll discover a couple of high-
scoring items here that might not be 
distributed to your area or are extremely 
limited in production; these are beer 
treasures that are definitely worth the hunt. 

Grab your favorite cold one and turn the 
page to discover the best that this year’s 
reviews had to offer.

2011
BEERS
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1

97 Unibroue Don de Dieu (Triple Wheat Ale; 
Unibroue, Canada). There’s a lot going on 

in this triple wheat ale, and it continues to evolve as it 
warms in the glass. The nose is heady and intense, as as-
sertive aromas of orange, peach, white strawberry, yeast 
and spice mingle with hidden accents of barnyard and 
earth. The complexity continues in the mouth with a 
texture like liquid velvet: creamy but light and clean. 
The alcohol is remarkably balanced and the finish is dry 
and long, with an earthy spice flavor persisting through-
out. Best Buy.
abv: 9.0% Price: $10/750 ml

2
98 Founders KBS (Ameri-

can Double/Imperial 
Stout; Founders Brewing 
Co., MI). If you ask a beer geek 
what his or her ultimate stout is, 
chances are high the answer will 
be KBS. This stout is literally 
one of a kind, with an unmistak-
able profile loaded with crazy-
intense notes of dark chocolate, 
brewed espresso, vanilla bean 
and Bourbon thanks to the one 
year of aging in oak Bourbon 
barrels. It pours slightly thick 
and dark as night, flavors of 
roasted malt, cigar tobacco, soft 
spice and brown sugar-glazed 
date flesh out the mouth and 
stay long into the endless finish. 
This is so deep, intense and 
overall powerful that it will cer-
tainly mellow, and perhaps de-

velop into something completely different, with serious 
cellar time. Cellar Selection.
abv: 11.2% Price: $19/12 oz 4 pack

3
98 Westmalle Tripel (Belgian Tripel; Brou-

werij Westmalle, Belgium). A classic Bel-
gian tripel that is truly the benchmark of the style. It 
pours a hazy golden color with a thick off-white head 
that shows serious staying power in the glass. The aro-
mas are fairly intense with fruity notes of banana and 
stone fruit at the forefront and supporting aromas of 
sweet spice, yeast and a touch of candi sugar. The full 
and creamy mouth offers more of the same rich flavors 
as the nose suggests, with a great spice and lemony hop 
characteristic remaining on the long finish. 
abv: 9.5%  Price: $6/330 ml

4

94 Smuttynose Finestkind IPA (American 
IPA; Smuttynose Brewing, NH). A gor-

geous burnt sunset color in the glass, this IPA pours 
with a serious head that clings to the glass and leaves 
beautiful sticky lacing behind. The bouquet is floral and 
citrusy, but the mouth offers more complexity with sup-
porting notes of fresh peach, biscuit and soft peppery 
spice among the hop-driven pine and grapefruit rind 
flavors that linger through the moderately bitter finish. 
Best Buy.
abv: 6.9% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

5
94 Deschutes Black Butte 

Porter (American Porter; 
Deschutes Brewing, OR). Very 
dark brown with beautiful lacing left 
after the head subsides. The aromas 
are dark and decadent: coffee, roast-
ed grain, burnt sugar and bittersweet 
chocolate. The same flavors appear in 
the medium-bodied, silky mouth, with 
a rich finish like a café mocha. A touch 
of sweet spice and hop bite lingers on 
the finish. Best Buy.
abv: 5.2% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

6
95 Stone Imperial Russian Stout 2011 (Rus-

sian Imperial Stout; Stone Brewing Co., 
CA). A classic Imperial Stout with a strong overall char-
acter and elements that are all in balance. Thick and 
dark with aromas of roasted espresso, sweet spice, lico-
rice root, molasses and tobacco leaf framed by a firm 
hop presence and bitterness. Big and full-weight in the 
mouth with medium carbonation and attractive resiny 
citrus flavors and bitterness to the long finish. A nice 
warming kick lingers through the close. 
abv: 10.5%   Price: $7/22 oz

7
96 Brasserie de Rochefort Trappistes Ro-

chefort 10 (Quadrupel; Brasserie de Ro-
chefort, Belgium). One of Rochefort’s three offerings, 
all numerically named (6, 8 and 10) after their “Belgian 
degrees,” a traditional means of measuring gravity (or 
the sweetness of the wort before fermentation) and de-
termining the final strength of the beer. This is by far 
their strongest offering in terms of overall intensity and 
alcoholic strength. Sweet malt and bready yeast domi-
nate the nose and mouth alongside notes of prune, fig 
and brandied pear laced with sweet cigar spice and a 
chocolate dusting. Full bodied and quite heavy on the 
palate with the alcohol present throughout, but the as-
sertive profile has all of the components to make this 
a beer that will age beautifully and mellow with time. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $7/330 ml

8
94 Port Brewing Wipeout IPA (American 

IPA; Port Brewing, CA). There’s no hiding 
this West Coast IPA; as soon as you pop the top, strong 
hop aromas in the form of pine, grapefruit oil and sweet 
grass emanate from the glass. The mouth is just as as-
sertively hoppy as the nose, but the creamy mouth with 
medium carbonation keeps things vibrant and from 
being too bitter or astringent. A soft, sweet malt core 
keeps it balanced. Best Buy.
abv: 7.0%  Price: $5/22 oz

9
93 New Belgium Ranger India Pale Ale 

(American IPA; New Belgium Brewing, 
CO). Golden in color with great clarity and an aromatic 
off-white head full of tart citrus and tropical fruit notes 
alongside accents of earthy spice and soft biscuit. The 
malt is more apparent in the smooth mouth, providing 
a supporting backdrop for the dominating pine and bit-
ter orange rind flavors. Clean and dry on the finish. Best 
Buy.
abv: 6.5% Price: $8/12 oz 6 pack

10
94 Allagash Tripel Re-

serve Belgian Style 
Ale (Tripel; Allagash Brew-
ing, ME). Known for producing 
superb Belgian-style beers, it’s 
no surprise that Allagash’s Tripel 
Reserve is as good as it is. A hazy 
golden-yellow color in the glass 
with a billowy white head that 
shows good retention. Quite in-
tense scents of candi sugar (Bel-
gian brewing sugar), soft green 
apple, pepper and sweet spice es-
ters typical of Belgian yeast start 
off on the nose and then transi-
tion to the mouth alongside ad-
ditional flavors of sweet pithy cit-
rus and raw dough. The hops ap-
pear on the midpalate and linger 
through the dry finish, lifting any 

perceived sugary sweetness. Warming and full but sur-
prisingly mouthwatering.
abv: 9.0%  Price: $9/750 ml

11
93 Victory Yakima Glory Ale (Imperial Dark 

IPA; Victory Brewing, PA). This self-de-
scribed “Dark IPA” is an interesting but quite delicious 
beer from Pennsylvania’s Victory Brewing. It pours a 
light mahogany color with a nice tan head, and imme-
diate scents of roasted malt, walnut, dried date and a 
touch of caramel along with woody spice hit you on the 
nose. The mouth takes on more of the same rich, roasty 
characters, with a touch of cocoa powder and hop pol-
len unfolding on the finish. Balanced and clean, this dif-
ferent brew is definitely worth a try. 
abv: 8.7% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

12
94 Samuel Smith’s Old Brewery Pale Ale 

(English Pale Ale; Samuel Smith Old 
Brewery [Tadcaster], England). This classic Eng-
lish pale ale pours a clear, light mahogany hue with a 
small, coffee-colored head and a nice rim of lacing. A 
rich toasted malt core leads the way, with notes of car-
amel, raw sweet dough and baked apple adding com-
plexity throughout. The medium-weight mouth is full 
and satisfying but remarkably clean thanks to assertive 
carbonation and a floral hop finish with an appropriate 
dryness.
abv: 5.0% Price: $4/550 ml

13
94 Uinta Crooked Line 

Labyrinth Black Ale 
(American Double/Imperi-
al Stout; Uinta Brewing Co., 
UT). Brewed with licorice sticks 
and aged in oak for six months, 
this is a big beer that you’re go-
ing to want to share with friends 
if you’re planning on drinking it 
now. Although it’s strong both in 
flavor and alcohol, the beer still 
exhibits remarkable balance and 
harmony of flavors among the as-
sertive notes of dark fruit, espres-
so, licorice, cocoa nibs and burnt 
brown sugar. Roasted grain and 
nutty sweet oak stay through the 
close, while the slightly sticky but 
slick mouthfeel lingers on your 
tongue along with a back note of 

burnt toffee. Cellar Selection.
abv: 13.2% Price: $14/750 ml

14
93 Dogfish Head 90 Minute IPA (American 

Double/Imperial IPA; Dogfish Head Craft 
Brewery, DE). Perhaps one of the best-known Ameri-
can DIPAs today, Dogfish knows how to do it right for 
serious hopheads looking for a strong, astringent kick. 
Dark stone fruit and fig add depth to the otherwise hop-
dominated nose, while resin and pine flood the full-bod-
ied and round mouth. It’s balanced for what it is, though 
there is an impression of aged Sherry on the finish with 
a touch of rancio and toasted walnut-infused warmth. 
abv: 9.0% Price: $12/12 oz 4 pack

15
93 Samuel Adams Barrel Room Collection 

New World Tripel (Belgian-style Tripel; 
The Boston Beer Company, MA). An intense tripel 
that definitely puts a Sam Adams stamp on the classi-
cally Belgian brew. Right off the bat, you can tell that it’s 
going to be a big and powerful sip as intense aromas of 
rich malt, apricot, orange peel and banana are accent-
ed with spicy notes of coriander, sweet spice and crusty 
bread. The palate offers additional depth and complex-
ity through a toasty oak core, making the mouthfeel 
even more round and full than the style traditionally 
provides. Medium carbonation and a clean finish close 
the swallow nicely.
abv: 10.0% Price: $10/750 ml

16
94 Odell Friek (Fruit 

Lambic; Odell Brew-
ing Company, CO). A brilliant 
red mahogany color in the glass 
with a gorgeous garnet glimmer 
throughout. The nose is intense 
and complex with notes of dried 
red cherries, cocoa powder and a 
touch of tart bretty wildness. Me-
dium full in the mouth but with 
a lively twang of great acidity; a 
perfect match for a fatty steak 
like a ribeye. Tart cherries, wild 
raspberries and a touch of peach 
dance on the palate alongside ac-
cents of soft, spiced vanilla that 
linger through the long finish. 630 
cases produced.
abv: 6.5% Price: $18/750 ml

“He was  
a wise man 

who invented 
beer.” 
— Plato
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17
92 Sierra Nevada Pale Ale (American Pale 

Ale; Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, 
CA). A definite classic, this is one of the most iconic 
and recognizable craft beers out there. The hops take 
center stage in the form of ripe grapefruit peel, fading 
into a lingering resiny flavor accented with pine that 
stays through the mildly bitter finish. The assertive cit-
rus characteristics are kept in check by a clean malty 
core and cleansing carbonation. 
abv: 5.6% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

18
92 Harpoon UFO White (Witbier; Harpoon 

Brewery, MA & VT). There’s a definite orange 
streak throughout this beer, with a strong wheat back-
bone flooding the mouth, and hints of sweet spice add 
complexity to the palate. The mouthfeel is chewy but 
spritzy, and the finish is completely clean and dry with a 
subtle orange essence flavor. An excellent and refresh-
ing choice for summer sipping.
abv: 4.8% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

19
93 The Bruery Trade Winds Tripel (Belgian-

Style Tripel; The Bruery, CA). A pale or-
ange color in the glass, it starts off with a thick white 
head that exhibits good retention. Attractive scents of 
fresh lemon supremes, sweet grass, clean wheat, yeast 
and basil all welcome you into the glass, promising a re-
freshing experience despite the higher alcohol. Cleans-
ing carbonation and a great earthy spice character lift 
the medium-weight mouthfeel and keeps things light 
and brisk on the dry finish. Well balanced and extreme-
ly drinkable. 
abv: 8.1%  Price: $12/750 ml

20
93 Birra del Borgo Re Ale Extra (India Pale 

Ale; Birra del Borgo, Italy). Pours a medi-
um golden orange color with a slight haze and a frothy 
head that has serious staying power, leaving gorgeous 
sticky lacing behind when it finally falls. The bouquet is 
like a hop-bomb: The vibrant grapefruit-dominant cit-
rus aromas are front and center with soft malt, green 
apple and floral notes playing supporting roles. Medium 
full in the mouth with solid citrus, grass, pear and pine 
flavors. The finish is dry with a lingering bitter twang. 
Excellent evidence that Americans aren’t the only ones 
who can do hoppy.
abv: 6.4% Price: $18/750 ml

21
92 Karl Strauss Blackball Belgian-Style IPA 

(Belgian IPA; Karl Strauss Brewing Com-
pany, CA). This IPA pours a bright orange-gold color 
with a significant frothy white head that lingers. Fresh 
stone fruit and floral hops immediately waft out of the 
glass, while secondary notes of whole green pepper-
corns and faint sweet spice are discovered upon deeper 
nosing. The mouth is big and full but with all elements 
in check as the juicy fruit character mingles seamlessly 
with the fresh hop flavor and yeasty spice. Delicious and 
very drinkable. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $6/22 oz

22
92 Ninkasi Tricerahops Double IPA (Ameri-

can Double/Imperial IPA; Ninkasi Brew-
ing, OR). An intense and well-balanced brew with 
strong hop-driven notes of grapefruit rind and pressed 
pine needles against a backdrop of caramel malt and 
fresh-baked bread. The full-bodied and round mouth is 
quite bitter and astringent, with powerful resiny hop fla-
vors along with a touch of woody spice and more citrus 
pithiness. Definitely a good choice for those who like a 
strong hop kick. 
abv: 8.8% Price: $6/22 oz

23
92 Goose Island Fleur Belgian Style Ale 

(Belgian-style Pale Ale; Goose Island 
Beer Co., IL). Though not a fruit beer, this herbed 
pale ale was blended with hibiscus and hombucha tea. 
Flowery phenols start you off, supported by notes of 
peach, tea leaves, soft sweet spice and bready malt. The 
taste is more of the same but with a bit more of an acidic 
kick, finishing with an oily citrus flavor. Red fruit, car-
amel and a soft wild funk round out this complex but 
drinkable and well-balanced brew. 
abv: 7.0%  Price: $8/22 oz

24
92 Full Sail Black Gold Imperial Stout Bour-

bon Barrel Aged Brewmaster Reserve 
2011 (Russian Imperial Stout; Full Sail Brew-
ing, OR). Although the label promises a “hint of oak,” 
there’s no denying that it’s the defining characteristic of 
this beer. Aged in Bourbon barrel casks for 10 months, 
this is actually quite the oak bomb, with intense notes 
of Bourbon-soaked vanilla beans, sweet spice, cigar to-
bacco and roasted cocoa nibs that infuse the soft prune 
and dried black berry fruit accents. Chewy and full, this 
is a big brew with a ton of flavor.
abv: 11.4%   Price: $12/22 oz 

25
92 Baladin Isaac (Witbier; Birrificio Bala-

din, Italy). This Italian wheat ale brewed with 
spices gives the traditional Belgian offerings some fierce 
competition. The medium-intense nose offers aromas 
of raw bread dough, soft banana and delicate spice. Full 
and creamy but balanced by assertive carbonation, the 
almost chewy mouthfeel is loaded with flavors of cereal, 
sweet citrus rind, jasmine florals and coriander that lin-
ger through the long finish.
abv: 5.0%  Price: $18/750 ml
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Stats from the Brewers Association:

• Craft Brewer dollar sales were up 15% in the first half of 2011.

• Craft brewers sold an estimated 9,951,956 barrels* of beer in 2010, up from 8,934,446 in 2009. 

• 1,753 breweries operated for some or all of 2010, the highest total since the late 1800s. 

• The great state of Vermont tops the list of U.S. state breweries per capita based on the Brewers Association’s 
 count of operating breweries and the 2010 population estimates found at www.census.gov. There are 21  
 breweries and 625,741 citizens in Vermont, meaning they have a brewery for every 29,797 people. The top 5  
 states in breweries per capita are rounded out by Oregon, Montana, Colorado and Maine. 

*1 barrel = 31 US gallons

“For a quart of 
Ale is a meal for 
a King.” 
—William Shakespeare


