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Buy now, drink later.
B Y  T H E  E D I T O R S  O F  W I N E  E N T H U S I A S T  M A G A Z I N E

“G
ood things come to those who wait”—this sing-song phrase of childhood virtue makes most people cringe. It 
evokes a time when maternal intuition met the churlish frustration of stomping feet and an exasperated huff. 
In that moment, patience seemed impossible, yet with age comes the realization that there may be some truth 
to the mantra.

Apply this sentiment to wine and the virtue of patience becomes a wine drinker’s Golden Rule. Letting a bot-
tle mature over time, allowing it to develop into a beautiful work of art, is no easy feat. It takes willpower to leave a bottle untouched 
for years.

Most wine needn’t be locked away from grabby hands and eager palates, but to help guide you in your quest to find cellar-worthy 
beauties, we present our annual list of Wine Enthusiast’s Top 100 Cellar Selections. Culled from a lengthy list of age-worthy wines tast-
ed throughout 2015, this final cut covers a variety of wine styles, producers and regions. 

While reds make up most of the list, white, sparkling and dessert wines are all represented. With an average rating of 95.31 points 
and an average price of $101.33, our Top 100 Cellar Selections is a sure-fire way to find those bottles that deserve space in your cellar.

Hedonists though we are, here at Wine Enthusiast we would never deny you the instant gratification of opening a bottle before its 
prime. However, at the risk of sounding like a nag—patience is a virtue.

TOP 100  
CELLAR SELECTIONS 

2015
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7

97 Emilio Moro 2010 Malleolus de Valder-
ramiro (Ribera del Duero). Gorgeous 

aromas of toasty oak, wood smoke, minerals and 
layered black fruits feed into a concentrated, 
thick palate that demands a knife and fork for 
dissection. Flavors of toast, vanilla bean, wood-
spice, bacon, mint and blackberry are lush. Give 
this beauty another couple of years, then drink 
through 2022. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

8

99 Tenuta San Guido 2012 Sassicaia 
(Bolgheri Sassicaia). One of Italy’s most 

iconic bottlings, the 2012 Sassicaia is drop-dead 
gorgeous. A blend of 85% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 15% Cabernet Franc, it boasts sensations of 
blue flowers, cedar, juicy red currants, ripe rasp-
berries, white pepper and a balsamic note. Struc-
tured, radiant and loaded with finesse, it delivers 
everything you’d expect from a world-class wine 
and more. Drink 2018–2032. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $235 

9

96 Trimbach 2009 Cuvée Frédéric Emile 
Riesling (Alsace). A benchmark for 

Alsace Riesling, Cuvée Frédéric Emile is released 
only as it approaches maturity, and this 2009 
is just getting there now. With kerosene aromas 
and tight, intensely zesty and mineral flavors, 
it shows the Trimbach approach—that Riesling 
needs to be bone dry. It’s impressive now, but will 
be even better from 2016. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

10
96 Domaine Drouhin Oregon 2012 Édition 

Limitée Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 
The winery’s Édition Limitée is a block selec-
tion, ripe, rich and beautifully rounded out. It’s 
totally full bodied without becoming jammy, a 
lush compote of berries, cherries, citrus oil and 
refined acids that conjure up ripe pineapple juice. 
A long, lightly smoky finish seems to go on for 
endless minutes. Drink now through 2030. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

11
96 Emmerich Knoll 2013 Ried Loibenberg 

Riesling Smaragd (Wachau). This is so 
young, the yeast of the ferment still swings on the 
nose. Underneath that, tightly curled freshness 
suggests both candied lemon slices and lemon 
sorbet—but this needs time to unfurl its glory. 
Despite its slenderness, this wine has muscle and 
tone, structure and poise. The long finish is lip-
smacking and moreish. Drink 2018–2025. Circo 
Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54

12
95 Gramercy Cellars 2012 Reserve 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). 
The winery’s first reserve-level Cabernet, this is 
pure Cabernet from the Phinny Hill (60%) and 
Bacchus vineyards. It offers heady aromas of 
dried herbs, black currant, cherry, tobacco and 
graphite. The flavors are tightly wound, imme-
diately accessible but fleshing out and ramping 
up in intensity after several days open. It shows 
impeccable acid and tannin balance and has a 
long life ahead of it. Best from 2020–2032. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $85 

13
97 Gaja 2010 Conteisa (Langhe). Made 

with Nebbiolo from Gaja’s holdings in the 
Cerequio vineyard in La Morra, with a touch of 
Barbera, this combines finesse, structure and 
depth. It’s highly perfumed with rose, balsamic 
notes, berry and spice that follow through to 
red cherry, raspberry, white pepper, licorice and 
mint flavors. It’s balanced with polished tannins 
and closes on a mineral note. Drink 2018–2030. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $240 

14
96 Ramey 2012 Cole Creek Vineyard 

Syrah (Russian River Valley). This is a 
gorgeous expression of the variety, co-fermented 
with 6% Viognier, fruity, ripe and plush yet also 
completely varietal in its punches of floral white 
pepper, anise and gamy meat. Although the wine 
is ready to enjoy now, those who can restrain 
themselves should cellar it through 2022 to see 
how it further develops. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

15
97 Château Climens 2011 Barsac. This is 

a rich, complex wine, full of dry botrytis 
that is surrounded by ripe honey. Spice, white 
peach and green plum jelly give complexity and 
variety. The acidity at the end is beautiful. The 
wine is already enticing but will need many years 
to develop fully. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $145 

1

98 Williams Selyem 2013 Westside Road 
Neighbors Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Seductively smooth and intriguingly 
aromatic, this blend of several knock-out vine-
yards along Westside Road—Allen, Baciga-
lupi, Bucher, Rochioli Riverblock and Williams 
Selyem Estate—is instantly delicious, sharing a 
concentration of cherry, strawberry and citrus 
that perfectly captures the essence of the fruit, 
accented by a tease of black tea. An earthy miner-
ality wraps around dry, polished tannins, with 
a streak of just-right acidity, giving it a realm 
of juiciness and flavorful sophistication. Enjoy 
through 2023. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $69 

2

99 Il Marroneto 2010 Madonna delle 
Grazie (Brunello di Montalcino). Beau-

tiful aromas of violet, rose, pressed powder, 
perfumed berry and refreshing mint mingle in 
the glass. The focused palate boasts power and 

finesse, and delivers a great depth of flavors 
including ripe black cherry, licorice, tobacco and 
mineral. It’s still young, with youthfully austere 
tannins and bright acidity, but this has the fruit 
richness and structure for lengthy aging. Hold for 
complexity; drink 2020–2040. Montcalm Wine 
Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130

3
97 Domaine Jean-Paul et Benoît Droin 

2013 Les Clos Grand Cru (Chablis). 
This young wine is all magnificent structure. It 
is intense, with fruit and acidity given richness 
by the powerful texture and tense tannins. The 
dense symphony of ripe fruits is kept in check by 
the structure. This wine needs many years; drink 
from 2019. European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $69 

4

97 Quinta do Vale Meão 2012 Vinho Tinto 
(Douro). This is one of the grand wines 

of the Douro, from the last estate to be founded 
by the legendary Dona Antonia Ferreira in the 
19th century. This is a long-lasting wine showing 
a fresh character, with dense, dark tannins and 
intense floral fruit. This will age for many years, 
so don’t drink before 2020. Deutsch Family Wine 
and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

5
99 Mascarello Giuseppe e Figlio 2010 

Monprivato (Barolo). Elegant and 
complex, this gorgeous wine is all about 
finesse, offering enticing aromas of rose petal, 
iris, perfumed berry, baking spices, anise and 
chopped aromatic herbs. The structured but silky 
palate seamlessly melds together juicy Morello 
cherry, crushed raspberry, cinnamon, clove, lico-
rice and tobacco while bright acidity and ultra-
fine tannins provide the framework. It’s already 
tempting and impeccably balanced but will be 
even better in a few years. Drink 2018–2030. 
Rare Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $175

6

96 Gary Farrell 2013 Durell Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Valley). To tame 

a Durell is no easy feat and indeed at first this 
wine exudes matchstick and robustness on the 
nose and palate. But tameness comes in the form 
of lemon and grapefruit pith, brightening the 
load, with a sinewy structure supporting its core. 
The finish is succulent in honey and stone. Drink 
now through 2020. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $55 

How the Wines Break Down

California (17), 
Oregon (7), 
Washington (9)

1
22

1 7

4
2

1

2
20

33

3 1
3

Average Score

95.31
Average Price

 $101.33
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16
98 Roagna 2008 Pira Vecchie Viti (Barolo). 

Layers of aromas include blue flower, 
rose, baking spices, sandalwood and perfumed 
berry. These follow through to flavors of crushed 
red cherry, cinnamon, white pepper and thyme. 
Made from vines that are more than 60 years 
old, it’s impeccably balanced with freshness and 
big, velvety tannins. Hold for complexity. Drink 
2016–2033. Polaner Selections, Louis/Dressner 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $162 

17
95 Proidl 2013 Ehrenfels Reserve Grüner 

Veltliner (Kremstal). Fresh, bright pear 
on the nose gives way to far more focused, even 
linear lemon on an extremely streamlined palate. 
This is racy, ripe but laser-sharp. A wine of great 
precision and purity with immense impact and 
mileage. Acid Inc Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

18
95 Terre Rouge 2012 Sentinel Oak Vine-

yard Pyramid Block Syrah (Shenan-
doah Valley). Built for aging, this tightly wound, 
elegant and yet grand wine is sure to develop more 
nuances and smoothness with time. It smells 
enticingly like cedar, tobacco and dark chocolate-
covered blueberries, yet retains a firmness and 
reserve that doesn’t let those melt into richness 
on the palate quite yet. Store this confidently  
in a cool place and enjoy it 2020–2025. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

19
96 Château Calon Ségur 2012 Saint-

Estèphe. Firm and structured, this beau-
tifully concentrated wine has plenty of the dark 
tannins that come out of Cabernet Sauvignon in 
Saint-Estèphe while allowing room for juicy fruit. 
The wood aging is still showing, giving some spice 
to the wine. At the end, it’s the density of the wine  
that’s so impressive. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

20

97 Massolino 2008 Vigna Rionda Riserva 
(Barolo). From one of the most hallowed 

vineyard sites in Barolo, this structured, compel-
ling wine opens with aromas of ripe black cherry, 
leather, anisette, cooking spices and balsamic notes. 
The vibrant palate weaves together dark cherry, 
black raspberry, licorice, mint and black pepper 
alongside brooding, bracing tannins. It’s already 
impressive, but will continue to evolve for decades. 
Drink 2018–2033. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $140 

21
95 The Eyrie Vineyards 2012 Original 

Vines Reserve Chardonnay (Dundee 
Hills). Sourced from the original 1965 planting, 
this wine demands your patience and full atten-
tion. Displaying a deep straw, slightly tawny hue, 
it opens with lightly spicy, nuanced threads of 
mint, hay, olive oil, green banana and almond. It 
seems almost ephemeral, but with some hours of 
breathing time it opens into a full-bodied, dense 
and compelling wine, with the extra dimensions 
that old vines can provide. Drink now through 
2030. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

22

96 Paul Hobbs 2012 Katherine Lindsay 
Estate Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Still tight, and expertly crafted and 
structured, this single-vineyard estate wine is 
meticulous in velvety, plush texture, completely 
seductive at every angle. Rich red cherry, pome-
granate and vanilla improvise against one another 

without ever missing a beat, finishing in fully  
integrated flavor. Drink now through 2022. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

23
97 Château Mouton Rothschild 2012 

Pauillac. This is a beautifully opulent 
wine, great Mouton in its richness and succu-
lent fruits. It’s combines structure and obvious 
new-wood aging with hugely ripe black plum 
and currant flavors. While it is a pleasure to 
taste now, there is a great tannic structure in the 
background to give the sense of power and aging 
potential. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $365 

24
95 Vallana 2006 Gattinara. Alpine herb, 

underbrush, pressed rose petal, dried 
berry and a balsamic note are some of the 
aromas you’ll find in this elegant Nebbiolo. It’s 
still remarkably youthful, with bright red cherry, 
fresh raspberry, clove, white pepper and mineral 
flavors accented by notes of rosemary and sage. 
It’s impeccably balanced, with tightly wound 
but fine-grained tannins and bright acidity that 
support the bright flavors and vibrant edge. 
Drink 2018–2031. Good Earth Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

25
95 Ökonomierat Rebholz 2011 Trocken 

Spätburgunder (Pfalz). A stunner 
amidst an increasingly competitive set of German 
Pinot Noir, this lavishly berried, rich wine is full 
of nuance and complexity. Deep, ripe black-
fruit flavors are accented by rose petals and 
game. Bristling acidity and taut, grippy tannins 
lend structure and depth. It drinks beautifully 
now, but is bound to improve through 2021 and 
beyond. Rudi Wiest Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

26
95 Domaine Cauhapé 2012 Noblesse du 

Temps (Jurançon). This is a rich wine 
that still retains intense freshness. Botrytised 
grapes were harvested in early December, giving 
rich honey and spice flavors. White peach and 
spiced pears give freshness as well as rich texture 
to this young wine. Drink as its opulence comes 
into its own, from 2019. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

27
95 Prats & Symington LDA 2012 Chryseia 

(Douro). This marks the 17th vintage of 
this wine, a joint venture between the Douro-
based Symington family and Bordeaux consultant 
Bruno Prats. Based entirely on fruit from Quintas 
de Roriz and Perdiz, this smooth, structured wine 
has many of the characteristics of Bordeaux with 
its new wood and elegant texture. Acidity, black 
fruits and tannins are developing well. Drink from 
2019. Premium Port Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $75

28

96 Attilio Ghisolfi 2011 Bricco Visette 
Bussia (Barolo). Scorched earth, ripe 

berry, underbrush, ground pepper, leather and a 
balsamic note are just some of the aromas you’ll 
find on this superb Barolo. The young, tight 
palate delivers rich black cherry, baking spice, 
licorice and tobacco while firm, velvety tannins 
provide the framework. A mineral vein ener-
gizes the finish. It already shows a great depth 
of flavors but it’s still young and assertive. Hold 
to let this unwind and develop complexity. Drink 
2021–2031. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

29
96 CVNE 2010 Real de Asúa (Rioja). The 

best of CVNE’s impressive lineup of 2010 
high-end Riojas is this pure, staunch, ripe stud 
that’s blasting with blackberry, woodspice, 
leather and cedar aromas. Lush, layered and deep 
as an ocean trench, this ultraripe, expressive 
wine pumps out blackberry, cassis and chocolate 
flavors prior to a lush, mile-long finish. Amaz-
ingly pure and delicious; drink through 2025. 
Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

30
94 Eichinger 2013 Gaisberg Reserve 

Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). This wine 
pulls off a daring feat: despite palate weight and 
concentration it has a light, almost delicate, 
feathery citrus touch and a streamlined, fresh 
palate. The aromatic expression is just beginning 
to unfold, promising freshly cut apples and oceans 
of green and dried spice. This should carry a 
danger-warning: seriously, deliciously addictive! 
Beautiful now but it deserves maturing. Drink as 
of 2016–2017. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

31
95 Carlisle 2013 Monte Rosso Vine-

yard Zinfandel (Sonoma Valley). This 
substantial wine will age beautifully through 
2023, so structured and elegant it is behind its 
layers and layers of coconut fritter, vanilla and 
strawberry-raspberry jam. Beguiling in floral 
violets and lavender, it has streaks of black 
pepper too, ending in a dream-like trance of 
earthy dust. —V.B. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $47 

32
94 Trisaetum 2014 Ribbon Ridge Estate 

Riesling (Ribbon Ridge). Though 
initially a bit restrained, this elegant, perfectly 
balanced wine is packed with the characteristic 
grapefruit and mineral components that this vine-
yard delivers. There’s more as it unfolds over many 
hours of breathing, with well-mixed pear, orange 
and melon fruit highlights, and refreshing, immac-
ulate acidity. Drink now through 2030. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $28 

33
96 Conti Costanti 2010 Brunello di 

Montalcino. Aromas of menthol, leather, 
pressed violet, forest floor and woodland berry 
lead off this intense Brunello. The firm, delicious 
palate offers dried red cherry, crushed raspberry, 
ground white pepper and licorice alongside a 
backbone of assertive but fine-grained tannins 
and racy acidity. It’s impeccably balanced and 
elegant but still young, so give it time to develop 
to its full potential. Drink 2020–2035. Empson 
USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $93 

34

95 Waits-Mast 2012 Deer Meadows Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 

This full-bodied wine has a treasure trove of flavor 
complexity and great balance. The color is a deep 
red with an auburn rim. Aromas present a fasci-
nating medley of cherry, black tea, rhubarb and pine 
forest, while the flavors weave together ripe Bing 
cherry, crisp raspberry and subtle Asian spices. It’s 
delicious, and best to drink after 2017. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

35
95 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2012 Foot-

hills Reserve Estate Syrah (Walla Walla 
Valley). Locked up tightly on first pour, this wine 
shows brooding aromas of black pepper, smoked 
meat, brown stems, olive and herbs. It explodes 
across the palate with rich yet elegant, nuanced 
savory flavors that lead to a hyperextended finish. 
It will be best after 2020. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $65 

36
95 Cafaggio 2010 Basilica Solatìo Riserva 

(Chianti Classico). Aromas of leather, 
tilled soil, black-skinned fruit, spice and a 
balsamic note slowly take shape on this classi-
cally crafted, full-bodied red. The smooth, deli-
cious palate doles out ripe wild cherry, crushed 
raspberry, cinnamon, licorice and clove alongside 
firm but ripe tannins. Hold for complexity. Drink 
2016–2025. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

37

96 Muga 2011 Torre Muga (Rioja). Concen-
trated, ripe and pure on the nose, this is 

toasty smelling and intense, with notes of char-
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coal, cassis and blackberry. A grabby, extracted 
but balanced and impressive palate holds flavors 
of coffee, toasty oak, bitter chocolate and wild 
berries. The finish tastes savory and fully oaked, 
but not overdone. Hold a few years, then drink 
through 2026. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $101 

38
96 Château Léoville Las Cases 2012 

Saint-Julien. This combines considerable 
power and concentration with rich, impressive 
fruits. It has both style and elegance, with density 
to give it great aging potential. The tannins are 
firm while also having a velvet texture. The wine, 
dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon, is for serious 
aging. Drink from 2025. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $140

 

39

94 DanCin 2013 Chassé Chardonnay 
(Dundee Hills). This splendid effort is 

sourced from the Durant Vineyard, and aged in 
neutral French oak for seven months prior to 
bottling. Spicy and dense, it’s a lively blend of 
lime, apple, apricot and pear fruits. A trickle of 
juicy acidity pulls the flavors through into a finish 
with streaks of vanilla and clove. The 20-year-
old vines provide the complexity and detail that 
will reward another decade of aging. Drink now 
through 2025. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $32

40

94 Terra d’Oro 2013 Deaver Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Amador County). A multi-

dimensional wine, this delicious example made 
from 130-year-old vines combines depth, breadth 
and length. It smells like ripe blackberries, tastes 
fruity and layered, feels luxurious and supple 
but at the same time firm with fine tannins and 
balanced with lively acidity. Medium to full 
bodied, it tastes great now and will improve 
through 2020. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

41

94 Herdade de São Miguel 2011 Private 
Collection (Alentejano). A selection of 

the best lots of wine from the 2011 vintage, this is 
a blend of Aragonez and Alicante Bouschet. Wood 
aging has given this rich wine a smooth and 
creamy texture, offering an opulent companion to 
the dense black fruits and acidity. It is a powerful 
wine, although not showing its high alcohol 
because of the fresh aftertaste. Drink from 2018. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

42

96 Sandrone 2011 Cannubi Boschis 
(Barolo). Initially shy and brooding, 

it eventually reveals a potpourri of aromas, 
including forest floor, graphite, wild berry, mint, 
rose and a balsamic note. The palate delivers 
layers of ripe red cherry, black raspberry, 
tobacco, ground pepper, menthol and cinnamon 
alongside youthfully assertive but ripe tannins. 
Drink 2019–2031. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $165 

43

96 Famille Perrin 2010 Château de Beau-
castel (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). The 

2010 Beaucastel is a tour de force, brilliantly 
combining espresso and black olive notes with 
bright raspberry fruit, while dark earthy notes 
provide a solid base. The feel on the palate is 
ample, with tannins that are a bit dusty but not 
tough or chewy. The long, mouthwatering finish 
bodes well for the future. Drink now–2030. 
Vineyard Brands. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120

44
95 Liparita 2012 V Block Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Yountville). This incredibly tasty 
wine seems to melt in the mouth. Classic aromas 
of cinnamon, black cherry and cedar becomes 
more chocolaty on the palate as layers of cocoa, 
dark plum and toasted baguette unfold. Its texture 
is so velvety that the fine-grained tannins seem to 
dissolve as you sip, while still providing a slight 
grip that counteracts the richness and full body.  
Tempting now, it will be best 2022–2032. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

45

95 Bergström 2013 Silice Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Intensely 

fragrant from the moment the cork is pulled, this 
exceptional wine (formerly bottled as de Lancel-
lotti vineyard) bursts out of the glass with sweet 
baking spices, sandalwood and tart red fruits. 
The structure and balance, along with its impres-
sive concentration and length, mark this as a 
wine to cellar. Drink now through 2030. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $65 

46

96 William Fèvre 2013 Les Clos Grand 
Cru (Chablis). All the Fèvre vines are at 

the top of this vineyard, giving very structured, 
long-lived wines. This is certainly an age-worthy 
wine, tightly coiled and nervy, with a strong 
mineral note at its heart. Lemon and quince 
flavors are caught up in the complex structure. 
Drink from 2020. Henriot Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $115 

47
99 Chambers Rosewood Vineyards NV 

Rare Muscadelle (Rutherglen). This 
wine is dark brown in hue with a greenish-gold 
tint to its rim, providing clues to its advanced 
age. The aromas are nutty, with mossy notes of 
rancio filled out by sweet flavors of dried dates 
and figs. It’s full bodied and unctuous in texture, 
without being overblown or heavy on the palate. 
The intense finish lingers forever—or at least 
until you give in and take another sip. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 17.5% Price: $300/375 ml 

48
95 Rizzi 2010 Nervo (Barbaresco). Violet, 

perfumed berry, menthol and thyme are 
just some of the aromas offered by this fragrant 
Barbaresco. The structured, graceful palate 
weaves together red cherry, crushed raspberry, 
cinnamon and a balsamic note. It’s impeccably 
balanced with firm but polished tannins and bright 
acidity that provide an age-worthy framework.  
Drink 2017–2025. Vin de Garde Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

49

95 Arista 2013 Ferrington Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This wine 

hits the mark for spicy aromas, rich flavors and 
velvety yet vibrant texture. The complex aromas 
resemble pencil shavings and baking spices, with 
flavors of bright red cherry, ripe plum and clove. 
While absolutely delicious to drink now, this will 
improve through at least 2019. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $64 

50
96 Château du Cèdre 2012 GC (Cahors). 

While this is the top wine of a major 
Cahors estate, it is impressive how restrained 
it is. Sure, the wood and dense brooding black 
fruits are there, but they have been subtly 
controlled by the freshness of the wine and its 
great balance. With its richness, still youthful 
fruit and its structure it will need aging. Drink 
from 2020. Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $120 

51

96 Domaine Serene 2011 Récolte Grand 
Cru Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). This 

is the winery’s top Chardonnay, kept in bottle an 
extra year prior to release. Even in a challenging 
vintage such as 2011 it’s a huge wine with aston-
ishing concentration and power. The fruit has 
coiled intensity—so potent that it seems ready to 
burst wide open. Ripe apple and peach, olive oil, 
toasted almonds and plenty of new oak flavors 
abound. It’s a jaw-dropper, and may be drunk 
now through 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $125 

52
94 Luis Duarte 2012 Rubrica (Alentejano). 

This always-impressive wine is a blend 
that pits local Alentejo grapes against Syrah and 
Petit Verdot. Concentrated and complex, it is 
packed both with black fruits and dark tannins. 
Intense acidity proclaims its youth and this 
powerful wine will need to age. Drink from 2019. 
Laurel Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 
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53

95 Louis Roederer 2010 Rosé (Cham-
pagne). Beautifully crisp and fresh, this 

is a young, tightly textured wine that is already 
so refreshing. Its red fruit character is just a part 
of the mineral and tannin texture and the pure 
line of fragrant acidity. Very pale in color, this 
sophisticated wine could do with some aging. 
Drink from 2018. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

54
95 Passopisciaro 2012 Contrada R (Terre 

Siciliane). Aromas of rose petal, perfumed 
berry and exotic spice lead the nose. It’s radiant, 
with wonderful intensity and elegance, delivering 
ripe red cherry, raspberry compote, mineral, lico-
rice, baking spice and a hint of mint alongside a 
backbone of firm, fine-grained tannins and edgy 
acidity. Despite the full structure and youthful 
tension, it has a remarkably silky, supple texture. 
Drink 2018–2032. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

55

95 Venge 2012 Bone Ash Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Calistoga). From 

one of three estate-farmed vineyards belonging 
to the producer, Bone Ash is dry-farmed and 
planted to old vines in volcanic soils, the miner-
ality of which is divinely present in this wine. 

High-toned, balanced in acidity and softly struc-
tured, it offers a range of fruit, from sharp cran-
berry to jammy blackberry, changing in the glass 
over time. Complex and layered, it will cellar well 
through 2022. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $105 

56

95 Quilceda Creek 2012 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Columbia Valley). All Cabernet 

from Champoux, Klipsun, Palengat and Wallula 
vineyards, this wine offers aromas of blackberry, 
incense, blueberry, pencil lead and barrel spices. 
On the palate, it’s tightly wound with black fruit 
flavors and a firm backbone of tannins. The oak is 
primary right now. It needs extended time in the 
cellar to show itself fully, and will be best from 
2022–2030. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $140 

57

94 Herdade do Esporão 2010 Quinta dos 
Murças Reserva (Douro). The steep 

Murças vineyard on the right bank of the Douro 
faces due south. That gives this dense, impressive 
Reserva vast reserves of richness and structure. 
It allows the young ripe fruits to express them-
selves, with a forward, juicy character that will 
age well for many years thanks to the supporting 
tannic structure. Hold this concentrated wine 
until 2018. Esporão Wines & Olive Oils. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

58
96 Domaine Christian Moreau Père et 

Fils 2013 Les Clos Grand Cru Cuvée 
Clos des Hospices (Chablis). From a vineyard 
that once belonged to the charitable Hospices de 
Chablis, this is a superrich wine for a Chablis, 
powered both by acidity and by beautiful ripe 
fruits. It is bright and tight in character, although 
it is the richness and the density of the wine that 
shows most strongly. Drink this powerful wine 
from 2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $142 

59
95 Ugo Lequio 2011 Gallina (Barbaresco). 

Fragrant and balanced, this structured wine 
opens with an alluring fragrance of red rose petal, 
black raspberry, leather and spice. The ripe, savory 
palate delivers mature black cherry, balsamic notes, 
subtle oak and a touch of vanilla, all supported by a 
firm, tannic backbone and fresh acidity. It’s already 
fabulous but hold for complexity. Drink 2016–
2026. Holiday Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

60
95 Jasper Hill 2012 Georgia’s Paddock 

Shiraz (Heathcote). When the alcohol 
levels are reined in to appropriate levels, this 
can be one of Australia’s top Shiraz. The 2012 
is a stunning example of balance and finesse, 
combining youthful scents of cassis and toasty 
oak with floral elements. There’s ample weight 
and texture yet silky elegance at the same time, 
while already complex notes of orange pekoe and 
black currant are sure to gain even more with five 
or 10 years of cellaring. Drink 2020–2030. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

61
97 Pol Roger 2004 Cuvée Sir Winston 

Churchill Brut (Champagne). Following 
on from the great 2002 vintage of this wine, 
the 2004 is equally memorable. It is a magnifi-
cent wine, structured and beautifully balanced 
between the ripe white fruits and the tight 
texture that will allow it to age many years. While 
drinkable now, it is still young at 11 years, still 
with great potential. Drink now, until 2024, and 
probably beyond. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $305 
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62
94 De Toren 2012 Fusion V (Stellenbosch). 

Bold, dark and concentrated, this blend 
of 56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Malbec, 10% 
Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc and 9% Petit Verdot 
still shows some youthful restraint on the nose 
and palate, suggesting this is a wine best enjoyed 
after 2018 and through 2024. Seductive notes of 
toasted oak, cocoa nib, licorice and Thin Mint kiss 
the black-fruit core of boysenberry, blackberry and 
cherry. The mouthfeel is dense, with a firm struc-
ture and bold tannins that grip the long, spicy 
finish. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

63
95 Contucci 2010 Mulinvecchio (Vino Nobile 

di Montepulciano). Aromas of underbrush, 
pressed violet, blackberry, baked earth and new 
leather lead the nose of this classic wine. The struc-
tured, elegant palate offers succulent black cherry, 
crushed raspberry, cinnamon, clove and a hint of 
anise alongside tightly knit but polished tannins 
that need to unwind. It’s already tempting but give 
this time to develop even more complexity. Drink 
2017–2030. Caffo Beverages Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

64
95 Darioush 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Napa Valley). Smoky leather and cigar 
make for a formidable entry on the nose before 
huge, layered tannins rise to the fore. A balance of 
acidity and brightness lurks beneath the weight, 
rounded by succulent blackberry and black cherry. 
Cellar through 2022. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

65
94 Joh. Jos. Prüm 2012 Zeltinger Sonnenuhr 

Riesling Auslese (Mosel). Pristine apple, 
pear and peach are marked with hints of nuts and 
crushed stones in this sprightly yet deeply complex 
auslese. It’s lacy and sheer on the palate, yet lime 
and lemon tones are bracing. Hold till 2020 to 
allow the subtleties to intensify. Valckenberg Inter-
national, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $51 

66
94 Figgins 2012 Estate Red Wine (Walla 

Walla Valley). Closed-up at present, this 
aromatic brooder has notes of red and black fruit, 
scorched earth and herbs, along with a floral top 
note. It has a mountain-fruit profile of firm, chewy 
tannins, tart acids and dense flavors. Time in the 
cellar is required to fully appreciate it. Let it be 
until at least 2020 but it should have a good 15 
years beyond that. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $85 

67
95 Château Rieussec 2011 Sauternes. 

Layers of complex botrytis give this wine 
an immensely aromatic character. It is sumptuous 
and generous, ripe and full-bodied. The essential 
acidity comes through the dry structure of botrytis 
and sweet honey. The fruit is only just beginning to 
show and the wine is obviously very young. Drink 
from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50/375 ml 

68

95 Wine & Soul 2012 Pintas Red Wine 
(Douro). The original vineyard owned by 

winemaking husband and wife Jorge Borges and 
Sandra Tavares da Silva, this is halfway up the 
Pinhão Valley, close to some of the greatest Douro 
vineyards. Pintas is now well established as a 
Douro classic. It is powered by tannins at this stage, 
but the structure, the lush fruit that comes from 
fermentation in open lagars and the sheer density 
of the wine, speak of greatness. Drink from 2019. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

69

95 Archery Summit 2012 Arcus Estate Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). Complex, classy 

winemaking is evident from the first sniff to the 
final sip. Savory notes of green tea and clean earth 
complement a terroir-driven wine. The notes and 
nuances pile on—flowers and fruits, cherry and 
cassis, a whiff of barnyard and undergrowth. The 
lingering, expressive finish is already boggling, and 
seems sure to continue to evolve gracefully through 
2025–2030. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

70
96 Biondi Santi 2010 Brunello di Montalcino. 

This radiant wine is loaded with finesse, 
opening with an alluring fragrance of rose, violet 
and a whiff of pressed powder. The firm, linear 
palate offers bright cherry, crushed red berry, white 
pepper and a hint of tobacco alongside a back-
bone of fine-grained tannins and bright acidity. It’s 
impeccably balanced but youthfully austere and 
needs to open up. Drink 2020–2035. Vision Wine 
& Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $180 

71

96 Gosset 2002 Celebris Vintage Extra Brut 
(Champagne). Aged for 10 years before 

disgorging and a further time before release, this is 
Gosset’s top wine from a great vintage year. Extra 
Brut means it is dry, although the age of this wine 
has softened the intense acidity and turned it into 
an elegant, mature wine of great complexity as well 
as immediate attraction. It will age further at least 



70  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  DECEMBER 2015

TOP 100 CELLAR SELECTIONS 2015
until 2022, although it is totally drinkable now. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $195 

72

96 Joseph Phelps 2011 Insignia Estate 
Grown (Napa Valley). Impeccable elegance 

characterizes this vintage of the producer’s marquee 
Bordeaux-style blend, an expert finessing of 82% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Petit Verdot, 4% Malbec, 
2% Merlot and 1% Cabernet Franc. Juicy in exotic 
black fruit, it stands tall, with silky, towering shoul-
ders of herb, cardamom and clove that will coalesce 
beautifully over time. Hold through 2026. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $225 

73
94 Ata Rangi 2013 Pinot Noir (Martinbor-

ough). Power and grace combine in this 
tour de force from Helen Masters, Ata Rangi’s 
winemaker. Toasty oak frames intense black cherry 
fruit, with hints of herbs adding a savory element. 
Firm tannins provide ample structure, while the 
lengthy finish prolongs the pleasure. Drink 2018–
2025. Epic Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

74
94 Woodward Canyon 2012 Old Vines 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Washington). A 
blend of Champoux (62%), Sagemoor (26%) and 
Woodward Canyon (12%) estate vineyards, this 
wine is aromatically brooding at present, with 
notes of coffee, toffee and vanilla bean alongside 
high-toned cherries, dried herbs and flowers. The 
palate is supremely rich, dense and layered, with 
milk chocolate, coffee and cherry flavors. Tannins 
are expertly managed and the wine brings plenty of 
textural appeal, combining richness and elegance. 
The barrel notes are primary now, so give them 
time to integrate. Best from 2025 to 2035. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $99 

75

95 Louis Latour 2013 Corton-Charle magne. 
There was less than half the normal produc-

tion of this flagship white in 2013. However, the 
wine conveys the rich character that is associated 
with this powerful cuvée. It has density, ripe struc-
ture and a background of toast and honey. The wine 
needs to age for several years, drink from 2020. 
Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $140 

76
95 Lapostolle 2011 Clos Apalta (Colchagua 

Valley). Cool aromas of cola, coffee, black-
berry, stewed plum, herbs and minerals make for 
a highly attractive and complex bouquet. In the 
mouth, wall-to-wall power and tannins suggest that 
this needs a few more years to mellow out. Flavors 
of stewed plum, blackberry, Carolina barbecue 
sauce and a hint of citrus peel are complex and set 
up a deep finish with dark flavors and intensity to 
spare. Drink from 2016 through 2025. The blend is 
57% Carmenère, 34% Cabernet Sauvignon and 9% 
Merlot. Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $110 

77
94 Quinta da Foz 2011 Grande Reserva 

(Douro). Made from a field blend of old 
vines, this is an impressive wine. Oak aging still 
shows in the toasty character, although the weight 
and strength of the fruit and spice flavors are 
coming through well. It’s complex, dark and with 
great richness and potential. The wine comes from 
the Foz Vineyard at the mouth of the Pinhão river 
in the heart of the Douro. Drink from 2018. Saraiva 
Enterprises. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40

78
95 Lanson NV Extra Age Brut (Champagne). 

A blend of 60-40 Pinot Noir and Char-
donnay, this beautifully textured wine offers white 
fruit, citrus and crisp apple flavors. These contrast 
with the yeast and cookie flavors that are devel-
oping after the long aging in the Lanson cellars. 
This impressive wine could still develop further. 
Drink now and until 2020. Lanson International 
Americas Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $105 

79

95 Marchesi Antinori 2012 Tignanello 
(Toscana). Here’s a structured red with lots 

of finesse. It opens with alluring aromas of fragrant 
blue flowers, red berries, baking spices and exotic 
herbs while the firm, vibrant palate delivers black 
cherry, crushed raspberry, clove, orange zest, lico-
rice and a sprinkling of white pepper. It’s still young 
but well balanced, with tightly woven but polished 
tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 2017–2024. Ste. 
Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

80
94 Mvemve Raats 2012 MR de Compostella 

(Stellenbosch). A blend of 28% Cabernet 
Franc, 23% Cabernet Sauvignon, 21% Malbec, 
18% Petit Verdot and 10% Merlot, this is a big, 
bold and powerful wine, with superb balance and 
a firm, concentrated structure that promises great 
long-term aging. Dense aromas and flavors of black-
berry, boysenberry, cherry and fig are layered with 
notes of cocoa powder, roasted espresso bean and 
cigar tobacco. Ripe, rich and lush, but not overdone, 
hints of charred oak and black pepper linger on the 
finish. Drink 2018–2025. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65
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81
94 Shafer 2011 Relentless Syrah-Petite 

Sirah (Napa Valley). There’s no denying 
the power in this wine, which contains Syrah 
and Petite Sirah sourced from one ridgetop Stags 
Leap District site. But in this case, power is a 
beautiful thing, sinewy and contained. Complex 
in plum, gamy meat and a lingering suggestion of 
coconut, it has size offset by the acidity, and a 
beguiling finish of cracked black pepper. Things 
will get more interesting in the cellar, through 
2021–2026. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $80 

82
95 Joseph Drouhin 2013 Marquis de 

Laguiche Morgeot Premier Cru (Chas-
sagne-Montrachet). Perfumed and floral, this is 
a wine with weight and richness. There is a lot 
of structure here, concentrated rich yellow and 
white fruits giving a textured and mineral wine. 
It comes from a property vinified by Drouhin for 
70 years. The wine is for aging; drink from 2019. 
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $132 

83
94 Den Hoed 2010 Andreas Wallula Vine-

yards Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse 
Heaven Hills). This classically styled, 100% 
Cabernet Sauvignon brings vibrant notes of 
cherry pith, cassis, fresh herb, macerated cran-
berry, mineral and an undertone of barrel spice. 
It’s densely packed with rich, layered fruit flavors, 
firm, tightly wound tannins and tart acids. A 
wine for the ages. Best from 2020–2030. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

84

95 Arnaldo Caprai 2010 25 Anni (Monte-
falco Sagrantino). Aromas of black 

cherry marinated in spirits, leather, underbrush, 
licorice and black pepper unfold in the glass 
of this sleek, powerfully structured wine. The 
glossy palate doles out mature black plum, black-
berry, clove, nutmeg, grilled herb and mocha 
while a licorice note closes the lingering finish. 
It’s still young and tightly wound with an asser-
tive, tannic backbone. Drink 2018–2030. Folio 
Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

85
94 Kynsi 2011 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 

Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Made from 
Pommard and Martini clones planted in 1973, 
this wondrous wine shows black and white 
pepper, black slate, dried sage, rainy cement and 
touches of raspberry and blueberry on the nose. 
Pencil shavings hit the palate first, followed by 
rose petals and violets that open onto a sense of 
cherry-black olive compote over roasted pork. 
Expect more exotic spice and fruit to emerge 
2018–2026. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $41 

86
96 Château La Mission Haut-Brion 2012 

Pessac-Léognan. This is closed up, dry 
and tough on the outside. But you can feel the 
rich weight and the dark tannins along with 
the powerful structure. That makes this wine 
both replete with a firm character and also full 
of generous, concentrated black fruits. It’s a 
powerful wine, ready for good aging; drink from 
2022. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $275 

87
94 Corliss Estates 2010 Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Columbia Valley). The 2010 
vintage wines from Washington can be unfor-
giving on release but this wine—already a full five 

years old—is an exception. It shows a compelling 
assortment of jammy red and black fruit along 
with milk chocolate and barrel spices. The flavors 
convey both power and finesse with a spot-on 
sense of balance and a long finish that kicks it up a 
notch. It’s drinking beautifully now but has a long 
life in front of it. Best from 2020 to 2027. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

88

94 Robert Biale 2013 Stagecoach Vine-
yard The Biale Block Zinfandel (Napa 

Valley). Planted in 1999 specifically for the 
producer, this vineyard block provides power 
and structure, revealing shocks of blackberry 
jam, mocha and gunpowder amidst a streak of 
wild anise and black pepper. Robust and bold, it 
begs for another 10 to 15 years in the cellar before 
finding its complete composure. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

89
94 Villa Raiano 2013 Alimata (Fiano di 

Avellino). Yellow flower, Mediterranean 
herb, cut grass, crisp green apple, juicy citrus 
and intense mineral are some of the sensations 
offered by this structured and savory white. It 
boasts great depth and is impeccably balanced 
with vibrant acidity. Enjoy through 2021. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90
95 Moët & Chandon 2005 Dom Pérignon 

Brut (Champagne). With some age, this 
is a gloriously ripe and toasty wine. It has a rich 
character emphasized by the round texture and 
the creamy mousse. It also has great concentra-
tion, bringing together acidity as well as dense 
secondary flavors. With its rich, mature char-
acter, it is best suited for food. It is ready to 
drink, and will be until 2025. Moët Hennessy 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $170 
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91

94 Zuccardi 2012 Aluvional Malbec 
(La Consulta). This pitch-dark, fully 

extracted Malbec from La Consulta in Mendo-
za’s Uco Valley delivers blackberry, black pepper 
and brushy herbal aromas on what amounts to 
a massive, spot-on bouquet. Big, chewy and 
tannic on the palate, with earthy, roasted flavors 
of blackberry, prune, savory spices and raw oak, 
this finishes meaty, slightly salty and strong, with 
wild herb and black-fruit flavors. Drink through 
2022. Winesellers, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

92
94 Paul de Albas 2011 Ribera del Duero. 

Heady, rich, balsamic aromas fold in 
attractive notes of cedar, tobacco and black 
cherry in front of a fully ripe, superbly balanced 
palate that nails it in terms of structure. Mocha, 
espresso, fudge and blackberry flavors finish with 
spicy, mossy, dry notes and a final wave of black-
ened toast and tannins. Best from 2017–2022. 
Assa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

93
94 Vilafonté 2012 Series C (Paarl). A blend 

of 52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Malbec, 
19% Merlot and 7% Cabernet Franc, spicy aromas 
of leather, black pepper, savory herbs, licorice and 
Mexican chocolate lead the nose. It’s grounded by 
a solid fruit core of blackberry, boysenberry and 
mulberry fruit, lending a supporting spine to the 
toasted spice and earthy accents. Well balanced, 
with velvety tannins and a long, evolving finish, 
drink this lush, velvety red from 2018–2024. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

94
93 Baer 2012 Arctos (Columbia Valley). 

Cabernet Sauvignon (65%) takes the lead 
on this wine followed by Merlot (15%) and equal 
parts Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. Aromas 
of high-toned dried herbs, flowers, black currant, 
coffee and barrel spices lead to densely packed 
black fruit flavors that need time to strut their 
stuff. Drink after 2021. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $43 

95
94 Alain Brumont 2010 Château Montus 

Tannat-Cabernet (Madiran). Always a 
powerful wine, this vintage exudes richness and 
density. There is a strongly tarry character as 
well as firm black plum fruits and a concentrated 
texture. This immense wine will need serious 
aging. Drink from 2010 and until 2030. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

96
94 Ch.igai Takaha 2013 Samurai Char-

donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). This collabo-
ration between American winemakers Greg 
Brewer and Steve Clifton and Japanese entre-
preneur Takahide Sugimoto is stunningly high-
toned and buttoned-up at first, with sour cream, 
yogurt, crushed ant, gunmetal, flint and quinine 
elements on the nose. The palate is complex and 
fascinating, with chalk and cement minerality 
bolstered by lime blossom, kumquat and tonic 
that opens graciously with time. Drink 2016–
2026. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $58 

97
95 Monteraponi 2011 Baron’ Ugo Riserva 

(Chianti Classico). This gorgeous wine 
boasts alluring scents of fragrant blue flower, wild 
berry, sun-baked earth, leather and a balsamic 
note. The linear, structured palate shows depth 
and finesse, delivering juicy red cherry, crushed 
raspberry, strawberry, clove, white pepper and 
tobacco. This is one of the best and freshest 
showings from the torrid 2011 vintage. Drink 
2016–2026. A.I. Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $82 

98

93 Seven Hills 2012 Ciel du Cheval Vine-
yard Red Wine (Red Mountain). Hailing 

from one of the state’s most esteemed vineyard 
sites, this wine is half Cabernet Sauvignon and 
just over a quarter Merlot, with the balance Petit 
Verdot and Cabernet Franc. The oak (40% new 
French) is dialed back, allowing rich, layered 
notes of plum, herbs, licorice, toast and coffee to 
rise with a firm scaffolding of slightly dry tannins 
supporting them. Still young, it will be best after 
2018. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

99
95 Roche de Bellene 2012 Charmes- 

Chambertin. As always with a grand 
cru from Gevrey-Chambertin, this wine shows 
immense power. It is dominated by black fruits 
as well as signs of the 60% wood aging. Behind, 
the red cherry fruits are developing along with 
the lively acidity. It needs to age and should not 
be drunk before 2019. Loosen Bros. USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $312 

100

94 Recanati 2011 Reserve David Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Galilee). Inky 

red-violet to the eye, this wine has an intense 
nose of blackberry, toast and chocolate. Tannins 
are strong yet well matched by rich flavors of 
strawberry, raspberry, cranberry, smoke, orange 
zest and violet. It is full-figured on the palate, 
with a smooth yet zesty finish. Kosher. Palm Bay 
International. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25
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