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CABERNET SAUVIGNON

95 Jarvis 2007 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). A designation used only 

when a vintage deserves, this reserve is definitely 
worthy. Almost a decade after bottling, it offers an 
intensity of chocolate, cinnamon and clove against 
soft, mellowed and structured tannin. Dusty sage 
and a bramble of blackberry complete the picture. 
It may have another five to seven years of beauty left 
within, but why wait? —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $260 

95 Ramey 2013 Pedregal Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). This wine was co-fer-

mented with 15% Petit Verdot from the same rocky, 
hillside site. The two varieties marry seamlessly 
in the glass, exuding a distinct perfume of forest 
mushroom and violet. Though pronounced in struc-
ture the wine is also soft and round, with a dotting 

of dried herb and a considerable length of clove and 
dust. It’s rich, intense and memorable. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $200 

94 B Cellars 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (St. Hel-
ena). This 100% varietal wine from the 

Lewelling Vineyard is a blockbuster, providing a 
showy demonstration of ripe richness that’s gor-
geously lush. Christmas plum pudding, clove and 
cinnamon lurk behind a chalky underbelly of firm 
tannin and black licorice, finishing fresh in the 
glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $108 

94 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 Passing By 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles Willow 

Creek District). For full review see page 4. Cellar 
Selection. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $65 

94 Les Belles Collines 2013 Les Sommets Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 4. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $90 

94 Mattucci 2013 Bentley Ironworks Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). So much is hap-

pening on the nose and palate of this bottling that 
it can hold one’s attention for hours. Rich aromas of 
cola, cocoa, coffee, dred black cherry, oregano, black 
pepper, dried herbs and slow-roasted beef lead into 
a palate packed with peppercorn sauce, tangy dried 
berries and hints of ancho chile-chocolate. After 
wading through layers of herbs, the finish is minty. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

94 Pahlmeyer 2013 Red (Napa Valley). A pow-
erfully rich and concentrated Bordeaux-

style blend of 81% Cabernet Sauvignon with 
smaller percentages of four other Bordeaux variet-
ies, this wine presents itself as juicy and fresh on 
entry, with high-toned sparks of cranberry, cherry 
and cassis. It takes on more strength and structure 
as it opens, suggesting its worth for the cellar. Hold 
until 2023–2028. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $175 

94 Ramey 2013 Annum Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This beautiful wine includes 

9% Cabernet Franc that gives a lift of floral violet 
and grainy cedar. Classic all around in its etchings 
of coconut shavings, graphite, spice and dust, the 
fruit is additionally savory in bright red currant and 
a crunch of cassis, with an underpinning of soft, 
succulent blackberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Acumen 2013 Mountainside Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

6. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 B Cellars 2013 Ehrlich Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). Perfumed in lavender 

and sage, this vineyard-designate highlights well-
crafted flavors of dried cherry and blueberry, the 
texture soft and interwoven in spicy oak. A bite of 
peppery tannin storms the lengthy finish, giving the 
already full-bodied wine an extra hit of richness and 
concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $118 

93 Bell 2013 Clone 337 Unfiltered Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Rutherford). For full review see page 

6. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

93 Golden Triangle 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). For full 

review see page 6. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $70 

CALIFORNIA
The 2013 vintage in Napa Valley: Cabs and beyond

T
o Jean Hoefliger, winemaker of Alpha 
Omega Winery in Rutherford, Napa Valley 
is the most consistent climate he’s seen in 
the world.

It’s true. The climate in Northern California 
has been remarkably consistent and generous 
over the last several years. The stretch of vin-
tages from 2012 through 2016 
is a run of warm, relatively calm 
grape-growing years the likes 
of which even longtime Napans 
say they’ve never seen before.

Many winemakers will tell 
you the 2013 vintage is par-
ticularly stunning, though not 
always immediately approach-
able. Unlike 2012 and 2014, 
2013 is a boldly structured, big-
tannin year, speaking as much 
to California’s tenacious drought as the warmth 
of the sun.

So far, the highest scoring wines tend to 
come from the southern end of the Napa Valley, 
up through the Oakville and Stags Leap District 
AVAs. This may be because they were able to 
retain more acidity in the warm, dry year and 

feel more pleasurably balanced in their youth.
That said, my top-rated Cabernet from the 

vintage up to now is from Spottswoode (98 
points), an estate-grown beauty from St. Helena, 
one of the warmest appellations of all. Despite 
concentrated fruit and ample tannin, it retains 
rose-garden grace. It should age well for decades.

While 2012–2016 looks to 
be a string of serious successes 
for Napa Cabernet, other vari-
eties tell a similar tale. Mer-
lot makes its case in 2013 bot-
tlings from Venge Vineyards, La 
Jota Vineyard and Pahlmeyer, 
while Robert Biale Vineyards is 
allowing Winemaker Tres Goet-
ting to try new things with old 
vineyards, resulting in a lineup 
of dialed-in single-site Zinfan-

dels; Biale’s 2013 Royal Punishers Petite Sirah 
is also worth a look.

So don’t be shy about picking up all the 
Napa reds from 2013 you can find—though they 
may not be drinking at peak now, they show the 
stuff that cellaring dreams are made of. 

Cheers! —Virginie Boone

Many winemakers 
will tell you the 

2013 vintage 
is particularly 

stunning, though not 
always immediately 

approachable.
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98 Iron Horse 2003 Joy! Estate Bottled Spar-
kling Wine (Green Valley). This is an incred-

ibly beautiful and yes, joyful, sparkler, made from 
equal parts Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. This par-
ticular offering was disgorged in July 2016. It posi-
tively impresses in minerality, complemented by a 
more fulsome sense of lemon, apple and hazelnut 
on the creamy palate, leaving a rich trail of silk on 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $250/1.5 L 

96 Iron Horse 2012 Wedding Cuvée Estate 
Bottled Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). An 

offering meant to toast all manner of celebrations, 
this wine wows, blending 78% Pinot Noir with 
22% Chardonnay in a near-perfect union. Dry and 
beautifully floral, it opens in a bouquet of marzipan, 
peach and honey. The mousse is fine, while support-
ing acidity lends a lemon peel and grapefruit lift. 
The memory imprinted on the palate will linger long 
after all the toasts to the happy couple—or whatever 
else you’re celebrating—have been made. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

96 Schramsberg 2008 J. Schram Rosé (North 
Coast). This is a beautiful, complex and 

complete wine, from the delicate, spiced raspberry 
aroma through the creamy, nuanced finish. Subtle 
but well-defined fruit flavors like white cherry and 
raspberry pulse across the palate, buoyed by an 
ultrafine effervescence and lively acidity. But the 
texture is smooth around the edges, lending a sense 
of extra depth and layering to this extraordinary 
bottle. Just coming into its own now, it will improve 
through at least 2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $150 

95 Cordant 2014 Presqu’ile Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Maria Valley). Winemaker Tyler 

Russell sources the fruit for this bottling from an 
extremely cool-climate vineyard. Tons of fresh-
pressed boysenberries meet with wood ash, 
underripe berries, black olives, rosemary, roasted 
lamb and Mediterranean spices on the nose. Tart 
black-plum skin is layered with bay leaf, rosemary, 
thyme, crushed peppercorn and charred beef on the 
dynamic palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

95 La Jota Vineyard 2013 Merlot (Howell Moun-
tain). The La Jota and W.S. Keyes vineyards 

are the sources for this classically styled wine that 
is intense and alive in minerality. Clove, black pep-
per and mountains of dried herb are front and cen-
ter between firm, dusty tannin and oak. The texture 
is plush and velvety on the palate, with plenty of 
length on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

95 San Felice 2013 Il Grigio Gran Selezione (Chi-
anti Classico). Smooth and delicious, this 

boasts enticing scents of violet, berry, leather, tilled 
soil and aromatic herb. The radiant, elegant palate 
offers ripe red cherry, crushed raspberry, white pep-
per and licorice, while a note of pipe tobacco closes 
the finish. Polished tannins and bright acidity pro-
vide balance and structure. Drink 2018–2025. San 
Felice USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

The Wine Enthusiast 
Buying Guide

The Buying Guide includes ratings and reviews of new-release 
and selected older beverage alcohol products evaluated by Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine’s editors and other qualified tasters. Regular 
contributors to our Buying Guide include Tasting Director/Senior 
Editor Lauren Buzzeo, Executive Editor Susan Kostrzewa, Manag-
ing Editor Joe Czerwinski, Contributing Editors Michael Schachner, 
Anna Lee C. Iijima, Mike DeSimone, Jeff Jenssen and Spirits Editor 
Kara Newman in New York; European Editor Roger Voss in France; 
Italian Editor Kerin O’Keefe in Switzerland; Contributing Editor 
Anne Krebiehl in England; Contributing Editors Virginie Boone, Jim 
Gordon and Matt Kettmann in California; and Contributing Editors 
Paul Gregutt and Sean Sullivan in Washington.

If a wine was evaluated by a single reviewer, that taster’s ini-
tials appear following the note. When no initials appear follow-
ing a wine review, the wine was evaluated by two or more review-
ers and the score and tasting note reflect the input of all tasters. 
Unless otherwise stated, all spirit reviews are by Kara Newman 
and all beer reviews are by Lauren Buzzeo.

Each review contains a score, the full name of the product, its 
suggested national retail price, its alcohol (abv) as reported to us 
by the submitter and a tasting note. If price or alcohol content 
cannot be confirmed, NA (not available) will be printed. Prices 
are for 750-ml bottles unless otherwise indicated. 

TASTING METHODOLOGY AND GOALS
All tastings reported in the Buying Guide are performed blind. 
Typically, products are tasted in peer-group flights of from 5–8 
samples. Reviewers may know general information about a flight 
to provide context—vintage, variety or appellation—but never 
the producer or retail price of any given selection. When possible, 
products considered flawed or uncustomary are retasted. 

ABOUT THE SCORES
Ratings reflect what our editors felt about a particular product. 
Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
tasting note to learn about a product’s special characteristics.

 Classic 98–100: The pinnacle of quality.
 Superb 94–97: A great achievement.
 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
 Very Good 87–89: Often good value; well recommended.
 Good 83–86: Suitable for everyday consumption;  
  often good value.
 Acceptable 80–82: Can be employed in casual, less- 
  critical circumstances.

Products deemed Unacceptable (receiving a rating below 80 
points) are not reviewed.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
Editors’ Choice products are those that offer excellent qual-

ity at a price above our Best Buy range, or a product at any price 
with unique qualities that merit special attention.

Cellar Selections are products deemed highly collectible 
and/or requiring time in a temperature-controlled wine cellar to 
reach their maximum potential. A Cellar Selection designation 
does not mean that a product must be stored to be enjoyed, but 
that cellaring will probably result in a more enjoyable bottle. In 
general, an optimum time for cellaring will be indicated.

Best Buys are products that offer a high level of quality in 
relation to price. Wines meriting this award are generally priced 
at $15 or less, and are designated Best Buys after surpassing a 
specific quality-to-price ratio benchmark.

SUBMITTING PRODUCTS FOR REVIEW
Products should be submitted to the appropriate reviewing lo-
cation as detailed in our FAQ, available online via winemag.com/
contact-us. Inquiries should be addressed to the Tasting & Review 
Department at 914.345.9463 or email tastings@wineenthusiast.
net. There is no charge for submitting products. We make 
every effort to taste all products submitted for review, but there 
is no guarantee that all products submitted will be tasted, or 
that reviews will appear in the magazine. All samples must be 
accompanied by the appropriate submission forms, which may 
be downloaded from our Web site.

LABELS
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
the opportunity to submit labels, which are reproduced and 
printed along with tasting notes and scores. For information 
on label  purchases, contact Denise Valenza at 813.571.1122; fax 
866.896.8786; or email dvalenza@wineenthusiast.net.

Find all reviews on our fully searchable database at  
winemag.com/ratings
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95 Williams Selyem 2014 Allen Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). Allen Vine-

yard grapes have the maturity and complexity to 
impart a boldly balanced roundness of lemon curd, 
fig and apple, plus a searing undercurrent of salty 
minerality. With substantial weight, and texture for 
miles, it remains bright and fresh in the glass, with 
a lingering impression of cinnamon toast. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $58 

94 El Lugar 2014 Rincon Vineyards Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). Pretty aromas of 

rose petal, raspberry, hibiscus and slate make for a 
lovely entry to this wine from a historic vineyard in 
southern San Luis Obispo County. Made from just 
the 2A clone, it has refined cranberry-fruit flavors 
laced with eucalyptus oil and Earl Grey tea. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $46 

94 Gloria Ferrer 2005 Carneros Cuvée (Carne-
ros). Disgorged in October 2015, this spar-

kler opens with sublime green-apple tones, offering 
both tartness and stony minerality. A crisp, lemony 
mousse adds freshness and vibrancy to the complex 
hazelnut and brioche characteristics. This wine has 
long legs and memorable completeness. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $75 

94 Golden Triangle 2013 Syrah (Paso Robles 
Willow Creek District). It’s a good thing 

Garagiste Festival cofounder Stewart McLennan 
caught the winemaking bug. This delicious bottling 
shows black currant, plum, blueberry, fennel, lav-
ender, vanilla and gingerbread spice on the nose. 
Elegant purple-flower elements kick off the palate, 
and then come waves of blueberry-chiffon cake, 
blackberry juice, sea-salt caramel and a touch of 
vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $55 

94 J. Lohr 2013 Cuvée St. E (Paso Robles). The 
most easily accessible of J. Lohr’s Bordeaux 

series, this Cabernet Franc-led ode to Saint- Émilion 
opens with caramel, vanilla and crème de cassis on 
the lavish nose. There is ample structure on the pal-
ate, with medium tannins, but it’s soft enough to 
enjoy now, with rich fudge, clove and chai flavors 
laid across tasty black fruits. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

94 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 Jersey Girl 
Syrah (Paso Robles Willow Creek District). 

Elegant aromas of gingerbread spice, baked blue-
berry, blackberry and vanilla show on the nose of 
this layered bottling. Flavors are well integrated and 
presented atop a soft but noticeable structure, thick 
with lavender, beef, black currant and allspice on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $55 

94 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 Passing By 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles Willow 

Creek District). This is an extracted and dark style of 
Cab, showing tar, black pepper, espresso, deep pur-
ple fruit and loam on the nose. Baked black plum, 
elderberry and blackberry fruits show strongly on 
the palate, which is made deliciously complex by 
mocha, coffee syrup and cracked pepper accents. 
Mouthcoating tannins ensure a long cellar life; it 
should cellar well through 2034. Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $65 

94 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 WCS Jack John 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). Plush 

black-currant aromas meet with light licorice and 
a plum-pudding note on the nose of this 70% Gre-
nache, 28% Syrah, 1% Mourvèdre and 1% Viognier 
blend. It dries up tightly on the palate, showing 
blackberry alongside strong licorice and violet ele-
ments, all framed by a chalky structure. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $75 

94 Les Belles Collines 2013 Les Sommets Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This small-

production wine is dense in currant and licorice 
tones, both generous and lengthy on the palate. 
Firm tannins lend solid structure, with ample acid-
ity to balance. A clove flavor adds depth to the fruit 
and lingers on the enduiring finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $90 
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94 Macauley 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). A beautiful waft of rose-petal perfume 

makes for an thrilling entry into this bold, volup-
tuous wine. Full bodied and exuberant from start to 
finish, it’s marked by well-defined offerings of spicy 
cardamom and wild strawberry, finishing lush and 
round. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

94 Marchesi Antinori 2013 Solaia (Toscana). 
This blend of 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

20% Sangiovese and 5% Cabernet Franc opens 
with intense aromas of black-skinned fruit, purple 
flower, oak and exotic spice. The taut, elegant palate 
offers black currant, black cherry, chopped mint and 
white pepper alongside bright acidity and polished, 
fine-grained tannins. It’s still youthfully austere, so 
give it time to fully develop. Drink 2020–2033. Ste. 
Michelle Wine Estates. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $325 

94 Marchesi Antinori 2013 Tignanello (Tos-
cana). Vibrant and loaded with finesse, this 

blend of 80% Sangiovese, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 5% Cabernet Franc opens with enticing scents 
of red woodland berry, new leather, Asian spice and 
a touch of menthol. The youthful palate delivers red 
currant, wild cherry, star anise and clove alongside a 
backbone of firm acidity and polished, tightly wound 
tannins. It will age majestically; drink 2020–2033. 
Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $105 

94 Mt. Brave 2013 Merlot (Mount Veeder). From 
a site that reaches up to 1,800 feet and 

dates back grape-growing wise to before the Civil 
War, this wine is bold and beautiful. It’s a study in 
dusty leather, black pepper and cigar, allowing sau-
vage, savory aspects to speak louder than fruit. Full 
bodied and robustly structured, it offers a memo-
rable Tahitian-vanilla note on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

94 Nelle 2014 Grenache (California). Intrigu-
ing layers of fruit and herbs interplay on 

the delicious nose of this bottling, showing bay 
leaf, thyme, oregano, pepper, hibiscus and cherry. 
The palate is rich and savory, with more of the same 
roasting herbs as well as fig, black olive, black pep-
per, fennel and purple-flower flavors. It’s quite rich 
and delicious. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $36 

94 Santa Carolina 2012 VSC Assemblage 
(Cachapoal Valley). This dark, concentrated 

blend of five grapes opens with spicy aromas of cof-
fee, black fruits and toasty oak. If the palate is a 
touch firm, airing or more time in bottle will soothe 
that. Tar, spice, olive, herbs and black-fruit flavors 
are deep and seamless, backed by licorice and choc-
olate on the finish. Drink through 2023. Carolina 
Wine Brands USA. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

94 The Vineyard House 2014 Estate Grown Char-
donnay (Napa Valley). Pear and anise intro-

duce this robust, voluptuous wine that’s brimming 
in high-toned acidity. It becomes more lengthy and 
complex as it develops in the glass. Touches of baked 
pineapple provide a tropical edge amid wintertime 
nutmeg and spiced lemon. This is a beautiful, full-
bodied wine that’s lush and memorable. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

94 Two Sisters 2014 Courtney’s Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). From heritage 

clones of Wente and Mt. Eden, this top-end Char-
donnay from the Foley family offers salted peaches, 
hazelnuts and crushed sea shells on a nose that 
recalls a steady sea breeze. It’s light and brisk on the 
palate, with yellow pear, nectarine and lemon salt, 
all wrapped by a grippy texture. Excellent by itself, 
it would pair with foods from shellfish to roasted 
chicken. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Bacigalupi Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). This is a 

lovely, full-bodied wine from a historic vineyard 
site on Westside Road. Bready and brambly, it offers 
a juicy, exuberant palate that’s rich and layered 
in blackberry, coffee and a persistent backdrop of 
white pepper. It’s structured and balanced, with a 
deft twist of dusty dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $58 
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94 Williams Selyem 2014 Drake Estate Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). This 

Guerneville-area estate is one of the last picked by 
the producer, and it delivers enviable depth and 
complexity. Highlights include a dollop of apricot 
jam beside rich honeycomb and toasty oak. Juicy 
acidity supports its creamy tendency toward tropi-
cal flavor, as streaks of citrus fiercely protect its 
freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

93 Acumen 2013 Mountainside Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This new project from 

the heights of Atlas Peak involves Steve Matthias-
son as both viticulturist and winemaker, having had 
to take over the reins from the late Denis Malbec. 
It shines in bristling acidity, dusty tannin and a 
beautiful floral aroma of violet. Notes of chocolate, 
fig and cigar sit atop a pillowy, complex structure, 
while vanilla lingers on the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 Baileyana 2014 Firepeak Chardonnay (Edna 
Valley). Burgundy-raised vintner Christian 

Roguenant gets to show his stuff in this line of Fire-
peak wines. Wet cement, honeysuckle, crisp Asian 
pear and the slightest hints of tropicality show on 
the nose, while the palate offers yellow grapefruit, 
lemon skins, squeezed lime and lime-blossom fla-
vors, wrapped around nervy tension. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

93 Bell 2013 Clone 337 Unfiltered Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). From the Georges 

III Vineyard in the heart of the appellation, this 
100% clonal-specific wine is juicy and generously 
seasoned in blackberry, tobacco and black pepper. 
With a huge presence on the palate, it finishes with 
dried herb and anise. Cellar through 2023. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

93 Cakebread 2014 Two Creeks Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Great fruit concen-

tration and depth give power to this full-bodied 
wine from Cakebread, better known for its Napa-
grown Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay. Not 
tricked up with too much oak, it tastes energized, 
deep and layered. Black cherry, rhubarb and cedar 
fan out across the palate, lingering a long time on 
the finish. Best from 2018. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

93 El Lugar 2014 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). From the Pom-

mard and Martini old-vine clones in a special 
corner of this historic vineyard, Winemaker Coby 
Parker-Garcia presents elegant raspberry fruit 
spiced by sagebrush, bay leaf and mulling spices for 
a pretty and vivacious nose. The palate clings to an 
earthy grip, with forest-floor flavors meshing into 
baked cranberry, sour cherry, roasted beef, iron and 
white pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $46 

93 Foley 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). Light on the nose, this 

shows delicate aromas of Asian pear, honeysuckle, 
squeezed lemon wedge, fresh coconut flesh and a 
tiny bit of butter. The palate is also demure yet deli-
cious, with lightly poached apples, squeezed lime 
and a chalky textural grip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Giesen 2013 The Fuder Single Vineyard Selec-
tion Matthews Lane Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-

borough). Fuder is German for a large wooden ves-
sel, used in this case for the fermentation and aging 
of wine. Hints of struck-match complexity mark the 
nose, giving way to notes of grilled nectarine. The 
wine is full and rich in the mouth, with a mouth-
watering finish that marries stone fruit and pink 
grapefruit into a stunning finale. Pacific Highway 
Wines & Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Golden Triangle 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles Willow Creek District). 

Extremely dark in the glass, this bottling by a 
founder of the popular Garagiste Festival shows 
blueberry, black currant, dark chocolate, graphite 
and soft licorice on the nose. Deep and lavish but 
not overripe on the palate, flavors of anise, elder-
berry and black currant hang from a grippy struc-
ture bolstered by strong acidity. Drink 2018–2028. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $70 
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93 Iron Horse 2011 Classic Vintage Brut Estate 
Bottled Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). 

Meant to showcase the producer’s classic style, this 
is made from 74% Pinot Noir and 26% Chardonnay, 
the lots chosen for their fruit forwardness. Succu-
lent peach speaks quietly around bright floral aro-
mas, while a richer undertone of hazelnut biscotti 
comes into play on the smooth palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

93 J. Lohr 2013 Cuvée Pau (Paso Robles). This 
Cabernet Sauvignon-based ode to Pauillac 

improves immensely as it sits open for days, sug-
gesting great ageability. Black currant, gravel, teri-
yaki and dark chocolate show on the nose, leading 
into a palate that is tightly wound with chalky tan-
nins. Flavors of black fruit, charcoal, pencil shav-
ings and coffee slowly emerge. Drink 2019–2033. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

93 J. Lohr 2014 Hilltop Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). This appealing wine is widely 

available. Blueberry, vanilla cream and gingerbread 
make for an inviting nose. The palate packs layers 
of intriguing, ripe and easily lovable flavors: baked 
strawberries, vanilla ice cream, blueberry sauce and 
baking spice. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

93 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 Hell’s Kitchen 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). Fresh-

pressed blackberry and strawberry meld into 
vanilla, milk chocolate, minty herb and gravel on 
the nose of this lavish blend of 57% Syrah, 33% 
Grenache, 7% Mourvèdre, 2% Tannat and 1% 
Viognier. Flavors are well rounded, with blueberry-
cream sauce, dark plum, fig and touches of mint and 
sweet basil. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $55 

93 Kokomo 2014 Cuvée Red Wine (Sonoma 
County). Perfumed and high-toned, this is 

an impressively crafted and priced blend of 35% 
Merlot, 24% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Malbec, 
16% Grenache and 5% Petite Sirah. It shows a peek 
into each variety’s personality, luxuriating in black 
pepper, leather, meat and black jam, with a juicy 
lushness to the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

93 Lava Cap 2014 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (El Dorado). Pure, concentrated 

grape flavors fill up this full-bodied and well- 
balanced wine. It’s a pleasure to smell and taste 
the black currant and cherry character, deftly and 
lightly accented by baking spice. The velvety texture 
fills the mouth and propels those flavors through a 
lingering finish. It will drink best after 2018. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

93 Lincourt 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Char-
donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). Light but invit-

ing wood aromas from oak to acacia show on the 
nose of this bottling, along with red-pear skins, 
yellow- grapefruit pith and the slightest touch of 
marshmallow. The sip is more about chalky grip and 
the tightly woven texture than blunt flavors, with 
enough sour Key-lime and pink-grapefruit touches 
to entertain the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Lincourt 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Hibiscus, rose, juniper, 

clove, marjoram and graphite aromas all show on 
the nose of this Foley family wine, which is light yet 
powerful in finesse and depth. Plummy fruits meet 
with incense, pine needle and herbal, forest-floor 
intrigue on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Mazzei 2012 Mix 36 (Toscana). Made entirely 
from Sangiovese, this polished red opens 

with aromas of red berry, violet, sunbaked earth and 
a whiff of thyme. Structured and smooth, the palate 
delivers juicy red cherry, cinnamon and clove along-
side fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2023. Palm 
Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 
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93 Mazzei 2012 Philip (Toscana). Made entirely 
from Cabernet Sauvignon, this stylish wine 

opens with aromas of red berry, Mediterranean 
herb and cedar. The juicy, elegantly structured pal-
ate doles out red currant, black raspberry, licorice 
and white pepper alongside silky tannins. Drink 
now–2024. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Poggio al Tesoro 2012 Dedicato a Walter 
(Bolgheri Superiore). Made entirely from 

Cabernet Franc, this structured and polished red 
opens with intense varietal aromas of black currant 
and grilled bell pepper. The plush, full-bodied palate 
delivers cassis, plum, violet and licorice framed in 
velvety tannins that leave a smooth texture. A note of 
dark chocolate closes the finish. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

93 R&A Pfaffl 2013 Altenberg Reserve St. Laurent 
(Niederösterreich). Fine red-cherry notes 

are perfumed by the more decadent aroma of can-
died Amarena cherries. The palate reveals hints of 
conifer and white pepper, framing the mellow but 
surprisingly textured and dense body. This is sump-
tuous in oak and concentrated for a St. Laurent—
but the fruit is at perfect pitch. This needs further 
bottle age; drink 2019–2028. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Santa Rita 2012 Casa Real Estate Bottled 
Old Vines Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Val-

ley). This top-shelf Cabernet never fails, and in this 
warm year the wine is dark in color, with lush yet 
precise aromas of graphite, fresh blackberry, bak-
ing spices and forest floor. A deep palate is just 
racy enough, while spicy flavors of cassis include 
integrated herbal notes. Closing flavors of coffee 
and chocolate, along with soft tannins, make this 
approachable now and best through 2022. Palm Bay 
International. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

93 Soulmate 2009 Estate Nebbiolo (Santa Cruz 
Mountains). This bottling of the classic Ital-

ian variety hits the right notes, with cherry, rose 
and tar on the nose, along with hints of sandalwood 
and incense. It’s smooth on the palate, with dried 
cherry flavor and touches of chocolate, dried mint 
and caramel on the finish. It’s still young and the 
firm tannins ensure a long life. Drink 2018–2029. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

93 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2012 Indaco (Toscana). A 
blend of 30% Malbec, 30% Merlot, 30% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Cabernet Franc, this 
opens with aromas of ripe blackberries, Mediter-
ranean herbs and cedar. The firmly structured pal-
ate doles out layers of black currants, blackberries, 
white pepper and licorice alongside chewy tannins. 
Drink through 2022. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Theopolis 2013 Estate Grown Petite Sirah 
(Yorkville Highlands). Black pepper and 

boysenberries put oomph into this dark-colored 
and firmly structured wine. While vivid and con-
centrated, the fruit, spice and dark-chocolate fla-
vors are not sweet, but beautifully dry and appetiz-
ing, made to pair with a rare steak or tender osso 
buco. It will drink best from 2019. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

93 Vanessa 2012 Syrah (Similkameen Valley). 
For those who want a little funk in their 

Syrah, this conjures up flavors reminiscent of wines 
from the Rocks District in Walla Walla. Credit the 
rocky soil of this Similkameen Valley vineyard, 
which delivers dense, well-knit flavors of red and 
purple fruits, smoke, tanned leather, tobacco and 
licorice. Concentrated flavors of raspberry purée 
hold down the core. Vanessa Vineyard. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

93 Viña Requingua 2012 Potro de Piedra Family 
Reserve Single Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon-

Cabernet Franc (Curicó Valley). Smooth, spicy black-
berry, cassis and licorice aromas include hints of 
heat and fresh asphalt prior to a full, wide palate. 
Spice, black currant, plum and peppery flavors 
end with toast, chocolate and a light warmth remi-
niscent of the nose. Drink this stacked Cabernet 
through 2024. Puerto Viejo Wines. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 
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92 Acacia 2013 Winery Lake Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Carneros). There’s no 

doubt this estate-grown wine is at first funky on the 
nose, a mix of forest, mint and farmhouse cheese. It 
develops in the glass to embrace its quirks, comple-
menting them with vibrant acidity, ripe texture, and 
hints of orange, rhubarb and spicy clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Armida 2014 Tina’s Block Maple Vineyards 
Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). From a block 

planted in 1910 consisting of hearty portions of 
mixed blacks, this wine is abundantly floral in rose 
petals, with a plummy core dusted in smoky oak. 
The tannin structure is sizable, while the wine is 
full of leather, cigar box and black pepper accents 
that weave within the ripe fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

92 Artezin 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel (Mendocino 
County). “Wow” is the first word that comes 

to mind when tasting this superconcentrated and 
immensely fruity wine. It practically overwhelms 
the nose and the palate with ripe, jammy boysen-
berry and blackberry, sprinkled with licorice and 
black-pepper nuances that add attractive complex-
ity. It’s a big wine all the way, but not extreme in 
alcohol. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

92 Ballentine 2014 Estate Grown Merlot (Napa 
Valley). Handfuls of Cabernet Franc and 

Petit Verdot figure into this wine, a lovely, medium-
bodied beauty that finds balance in its measured 
use of oak. Vanilla, plum and bold jolts of pepper 
and cinnamon combine well on the lengthy palate. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

92 Balletto 2015 Teresa’s Unoaked Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Chardonnay (Rus-

sian River Valley). This is a delightful wine, crowd 
pleasing and complex. It benefits from its lack of 
oak by focusing on its lifted fruit—a twist of fresh-
squeezed lemon and grapefruit—its acidity nicely 
measured and not one-dimensional. The crisp 
freshness is complemented by a hint of white rock 
and subtle lushness on the back palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

92 Brancaia 2012 Ilatraia (Toscana). Made from 
40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Petit Ver-

dot and 20% Cabernet Franc, this has inviting aro-
mas of ripe black-skinned fruit, forest floor and a 
whiff of cedar. The dense, polished palate delivers 
ripe black cherry, clove, licorice and tobacco. Firm, 
refined tannins provide support. E & J Gallo. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Castello di Amorosa 2013 Morisoli-Borges 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). 

Compost aromas open this vineyard-designated 
wine, a full-bodied, densely concentrated explora-
tion of juicy black licorice, coconut and dust. Soft 
and lengthy, it develops slowly in the glass, provid-
ing a vibrant showcase for the site. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $145 

92 Duckhorn 2013 Three Palms Vineyard Merlot 
(Napa Valley). An integrated, powerful wine 

from a famous northern Napa Valley site, this wine 
offers notes of baked plum and cherry wrap around 
the structured, spicy oak. Lingering accents of a 
pepper, clove and graphite grace the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

92 Eberle 2014 Steinbeck Vineyard Syrah (Paso 
Robles). Tarry, gamy aromas provide an 

intriguing entry into this bottling from pioneer 
Gary Eberle’s winery, founded in 1982. The nose 
also conveys charred blueberries, thyme, rosemary 
and lavender. Leathery, rustic flavors show on the 
palate, alongside hints of boysenberry, cracked pep-
percorn and roasted venison. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 
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92 Freakshow 2014 Red (Lodi). Dark, dense 
with fruit flavor and thickly tannic, this 

full-bodied wine is a monument to concentration, 
ripeness and richness. Massive tannins are matched 
by huge jammy fruit, with a sense of layering and 
depth that is impressive and satisfying to experi-
ence. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

92 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de la Vigne 
Romaine (Moulin-à-Vent). From five dif-

ferent parcels in Moulin-à-Vent, this cru wine is a 
structured representative of the appellation. With 
some wood aging, the wine has gained extra rich-
ness to add to the generous black currant and berry 
fruits. Drink this concentrated wine from 2019. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Giesen 2013 The August 1888 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). Another high-end 

Sauvignon Blanc that sees some oak aging, this is 
a rich, ripe wine, loaded with nectarine and cit-
rus fruit. The oak framing is barely noticeable, 
but serves to highlight the silky texture and adds a 
pleasant grilled note on the long finish. Pacific High-
way Wines & Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Greywacke 2014 Pinot Gris (Marlborough). 
Full bodied, rich and carrying a bit of 

residual sugar, this is a fine example of the variety’s 
potential in Marlborough. Smoky, grilled-pear notes 
add hints of honey and melon on the palate, where 
despite its richness, the wine soars into a long, vel-
vety finish. Drink now–2020, at least. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Hess Collection 2013 The Lion Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount Veeder). A new, 

high-end offering from this producer, this wine is 
made to celebrate and luxuriate in the appellation, 
which it does in its ying-yang of dark chocolate and 
cedar. Bright acidity uplifts a soft, creamy texture 
and firm, subtle tannin, allowing the blackberry 
bramble to speak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $175 

92 Hunt & Ryde 2013 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Sonoma County). Named for his sons 

Hunter and Ryder, this is part of Guy Fieri’s small 
wine project based in Sonoma County. The part-
nership with Winemaker Guy Davis of Davis Fam-
ily Vineyards sources from three old-vine sites, 
including Doug Rafanelli’s, to make a balanced wine 
marked by savory black olive, black pepper and a 
strong current of Italian deli aromas and flavors. 
Pillowy tannin and a shot of tobacco add nicely to 
the whole. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 Iron Horse 2014 Estate Chardonnay (Green 
Valley). This is a tart, sublime still wine 

from the sparkling wine-producer’s estate. With 
lovely acidity, it’s lemony fresh yet lush on the pal-
ate, developing further flavors of nectarine and salty 
pretzel that finish crisp and stony. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $29 

92 Iron Horse 2012 Rainbow Cuvée Estate Bot-
tled Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). After 

three years in tirage, this 78% Pinot Noir-22% 
Chardonnay sparkling blend reveals complex golden 
apple crisp and honeycomb notes. An homage to 
diversity, vanilla and peach purée tones add to the 
flavor of this richly rewarding, lively wine. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

92 Iron Horse 2011 National Geographic Ocean 
Reserve Blanc de Blancs Estate Bottled Spar-

kling Wine (Green Valley). A portion of the proceeds 
from sales of this dry sparkler helps support marine 
protected areas and sustainable fishing. Tart and 
doughy, it imparts a bite of vanilla biscuit, apple pie, 
orange peel and lime. A streak of minerality gives it 
plenty of life atop the medium body. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 
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92 Koyle 2013 Royale Los Lingues Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). Spicy 

aromas of balsam wood, tobacco and sawmill work 
well with ripe but reserved red-berry scents. Tight, 
tannic but also fresh as opposed to drying, this Cab-
ernet from a cool year delivers a classic set of herbal 
berry, plum and wood spice flavors. A ripped finish 
is dry and oaky now, with core fruit resting for the 
future. Drink 2018–2028. Quintessential Wines. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

92 Les Belles Collines 2015 Pinot Gris (Califor-
nia). Crisp, clean flavors of apple and apri-

cot shine in this medium-bodied, lively and dry 
white, an ideal companion at the table. A sly finish 
of lemon peel adds to its refreshment, and it’s best 
enjoyed now. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

92 Les Belles Collines 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Softened by 10% Merlot, 3% 

Malbec and 1% Petit Verdot, this is a medium-bod-
ied, elegant wine, with highlights of coffee, cedar 
and cherry-vanilla. Classic elements of cedar and 
dried herb complement firm, solid tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Lucienne 2014 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Sultry black 

cherry, clove and crushed graphite show on the 
nose of this single-vineyard study from Winemaker 
Paul Clifton. That baked black-cherry power arises 
strongly on the palate as well, with lots of allspice 
and star anise. The wine finishes crisp, wiping the 
palate clean. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Lucienne 2014 Smith Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Baked black cherry, 

rare roast beef and light sage aromas show on the 
dynamic, earthy nose of this bottling by Winemaker 
Paul Clifton. Garrigue is prominent on the tip of the 
sip, with strong but not overripe black cherry and 
plum flavors. These lead into forest floor, juniper, 
pine needle and mulling spice on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 MacPhail 2014 Pratt Vineyard Vine Hill Road 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). This is 

from a fantastic vineyard site in the Laguna Hills 
neighborhood of the appellation, and the second 
vintage of this particular selection from this pro-
ducer. Generous lemony oak meets toast within a 
robust body of complex layers and salty caramel. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

92 MontGras 2012 Ninquén Mountain Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon-Syrah (Colchagua 

 Valley). Aromas of olive, coffee, oak, cassis and 
plum are strong all along the way. This is 60% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and 40% Syrah, and it’s firm and 
grabby, but a touch jammy in the middle. Textbook 
Chilean flavors of plum, berry, olive and spice fin-
ish long, smooth and complex. Drink through 2022. 
Esprit du Vin. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Palencia 2014 Syrah (Yakima Valley). Allur-
ing aromas of blackberry and barrel spice 

lead to ripe, full-bodied black-fruit flavors, showing 
beautiful depth and a long finish. It packs a hefty 
punch while never losing its sense of balance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $36 

92 Peachy Canyon 2014 Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). Deep and hearty black cherry, 

vanilla, cola and black-pepper aromas make for 
a lush, imposing and yet classic nose on this bot-
tling. It’s simultaneously soft and powerful on the 
palate, with black-cherry foam, crème de cassis, 
vanilla custard and melted milk-chocolate flavors 
set against a backbone of vibrant acidity and plush 
tannins. It’s a decadent mouthful. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 
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92 Pine Ridge 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags 
Leap District). Softly mellow yet surpris-

ingly powerful, this 100% varietal wine speaks 
loudly to its sense of place, born of a region known 
for combining elegance with sheer force. Cherry and 
plum highlight a supportive layering of subtle oak, 
while the gravely texture is juicy and lengthy, a mix 
of ageworthy complexity and instant appeal. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $125 

92 R&A Pfaffl 2013 Burggarten Reserve Zwei-
gelt (Niederösterreich). Beautifully poised 

notes of ripe red and black cherry are emblematic 
of the Zweigelt grape and are expressed here with 
conviction. Peppery spice shimmers everywhere on 
nose and palate. There is a grippy tannin structure 
and the spicy support of oak. This is fresh and solid 
and only just now hitting its stride. Impressive and 
totally moreish. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Stags’ Leap Winery 2013 Ne Cede Malis 
Estate Grown Petite Sirah (Stags Leap Dis-

trict). This perennial head-turner lives up to its 
pedigree in this vintage, offering a full-bodied, lush 
and plush experience characterized by soft layers 
of dark cherry, blackberry, vanilla and a seasoning 
of cinnamon. The vines are head-trained within a 
block planted to many other varieties, 15% of which 
make their way into this wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $115 

92 Talbott 2014 Logan Sleepy Hollow Vineyard 
Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-

lands). This offers a great taste of an iconic vine-
yard for less than $30. Tart cranberry, bay leaf and 
sagebrush make for an expressive nose. The palate is 
laced with thyme, sage and more bay-leaf as well as 
nutmeg, which all sit atop dark red, almost-purple 
fruit, making for an intriguing combination. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $27 

92 Talbott 2014 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Savory spice meets with lavish fruit on the nose of 
this bottling, conveying smashed figs, baked mul-
berries, smoked meats, oregano, gingerbread and 
black pepper. Baked mulberries also show on the 
palate, where vanilla, allspice, star anise and clove 
make for a rich, dessert-like palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

92 Theopolis 2014 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
This intriguing and multifaceted wine is a 

great discovery. Beautifully made in a slightly rustic 
style, it offers abundant forest floor and clove aro-
mas while dealing out black tea, rhubarb and tart 
cherry on the palate. Drink from 2018 for the most 
enjoyment. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

92 Thirty-Seven Wines 2015 Pinot Gris (Sonoma 
Coast). This impressive white was fer-

mented in equal parts concrete and stainless 
steel, retaining a lush texture and vibrant min-
erality. Night-blooming jasmine exudes from the 
glass before revealing well-defined layers of spiced 
lemon, peach and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

92 Trinity Hill 2014 The Gimblett Gimblett Grav-
els (Hawke’s Bay). At almost half Cabernet 

Franc (49%), this is slightly leafier than what most 
producers are pulling out of the Gimblett Gravels. 
The balance is Cabernet Sauvignon (39%), with 
small amounts of Merlot (9%) and Malbec (3%). 
The tobacco, chocolate and cassis notes are car-
ried by medium body and a firm, dry texture. Drink 
2019–2030. Terroir Life. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Vanessa 2012 Meritage (Similkameen Valley). 
West of the Okanagan valley, Similkameen 

Valley is being touted as the next great Canadian 
wine region. If these first releases from Vanessa 
are typical, they are right on track. This Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot and Cab Franc blend is a supple 
and sensuous wine, with well-integrated flavors of 
fig, black cherry, brambly berry, roasted coffee and 
mocha. It’s sturdy, layered and balanced, with a hint 
of smoke from aging 18 months in a mix of French 
and American oak. Vanessa Vineyard. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 
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92 Williams Selyem 2014 Lewis MacGregor 
Estate Vineyard Chardonnay (Russian River 

Valley). This is the inaugural vintage of a new 
estate wine, from a 30-acre property on Eastside 
Road across the Russian River from the winery. 
Pear compote, anise and lemon candy wrap around 
voluptuous layers marked by green apple and orange 
peel, offering richness and weight in hearty mea-
sure. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

92 Yao Family Wines 2014 Napa Crest (Napa Val-
ley). This is a Cabernet Sauvignon-driven 

blend, with 25% Merlot and 12% Petit Verdot. 
Generously oaky and ripe, it offers textured layers 
of graphite, cigar and cedar. An exciting sideshow 
of spicy Mexican chocolate accents deeper, darker 
shocks of black cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

91 Alma Rosa 2014 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Quite light and restrained on the nose, this 

bottling from Richard and Thekla Sanford shows 
pithy Key lime and scratched grapefruit-skin aro-
mas. There is a decent sizzle of acidity to the pal-
ate, with lime rinds, pith and juice playing together. 
Touches of almond and flint add interest. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Balletto 2014 Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
Pinot Gris (Russian River Valley). From one of 

the few producers to grow and make this variety in 
the appellation, this was fermented in both neutral 
oak and stainless steel. It’s focused and viscous, 
with a tropical opening of Tahitian vanilla built 
around white peach, lemony acidity and a fresh, 
crisp texture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

91 Balletto 2012 Brut Rosé Méthode Traditio-
nelle Sparkling Wine (Russian River Valley). 

From entirely estate-grown Pinot Noir (70%) and 
Chardonnay (30%), this dry sparkling is vivacious 
and fun, crisp in apple, pear and raspberry. Lively, 
lemony acidity lifts the palate. Complementing the 
freshness is the rounded plushness of ripe fruit and 
an earthy accent. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $42 

91 Bianchi 2012 Syranot Pinot Noir-Syrah-Petite 
Sirah (Central Coast). Pronounced like 

“Cyrano,” this blend of 63% Petite Sirah, 28% 
Pinot Noir and 9% Syrah successfully mingles 
these distinct varieties. Crushed mulberry, straw-
berry and black plum meet with thyme and mint- 
chocolate-chip aromas on the nose. The palate 
shows similar flavors, yet is more subtle than a 
typical Petite Sirah, with a plush mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $26 

91 Black Stallion 2013 Limited Release Merlot 
(Napa Valley). This bold, full-bodied wine 

is understated in its layering of cassis, currant and 
juicy black cherry, with hints of clove and smoked 
meat. It’s well balanced, with an enduring and 
evolving finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

91 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Côte du Py (Morgon). A 
family-owned vineyard on this famous slope 

in Morgon supplies the grapes to Duboeuf for the 
wine. It is structured and dense, full of black plum 
and berry flavors. Acidity cuts through the tannins, 
resulting in a wine that will age well. Drink from 
2019. Quintessential Wines. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Jean-Ernest 
Descombes (Morgon). The Descombes fam-

ily has farmed vines in this appellation since the 
French Revolution and Jean-Ernest Descombes 
supplied one of Georges Duboeuf’s first Morgon 
wines in 1968. The latest generation has produced a 
ripe and fruity wine with a balanced structure. It is 
dense in tannins that will soften over the next year. 
Drink from 2018. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 
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91 Giesen 2013 The Fuder Single Vineyard Selec-
tion Dillons Point Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-

ough). Some struck-match aromas bring pleasant 
complexity to the aromas of vanilla and tangerine, 
then ripe citrus, smoke and vanilla take over on the 
palate. This is a full-bodied, fully ripe wine, with-
out that intense pungency that marks many Marl-
borough Sauvignon Blancs. Pacific Highway Wines 
& Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Groth 2014 Hillview Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley). This is a thick, rich and lay-

ered white from Oak Knoll District-grown estate 
fruit. It’s inviting, with lemon chiffon, baked pine-
apple and anise. Medium bodied and not afraid to 
be robust, wet-stone minerality brings it together. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Hess Collection 2014 Allomi Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This full and smoothly 

soft wine blended with 10% Petite Sirah, 7% Mal-
bec and 3% Petit Verdot is aged in American oak, a 
quarter of it new. It pleases in bright red currant, 
cassis and wisps of blackberry, both approachable 
and sophisticated. Velvety black licorice meets 
smoky campfire on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

91 J. Lohr 2013 Cuvée Pom (Paso Robles). From 
the winery’s Bordeaux study series, this 

Merlot- based blend shows roast beef, smoke, lilac, 
violet, lavender and shy black-cherry fruit on the 
nose. There’s more fruit on the palate, with black-
berry paste. However, the rigid tannins don’t open 
up easily. Notes of crushed volcanic rock, espresso, 
dried herbs and leather are subtle. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

91 Martin Ranch 2012 Thérèse Vineyards Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

Done in the classically savory Santa Cruz Mountains 
style, this bottling shows black and red licorice on 
the nose along with blueberry and blackberry fruit. 
It’s brisk on the palate and still wound up tightly, 
with blackberry, peppercorn and black-olive flavors 
lifted by dried herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

91 Meeker 2013 Cabernet Franc (Dry Creek Val-
ley). This 100% varietal wine is sourced from 

Pedroni Vineyard on Dry Creek Road. It shows clas-
sic elements of cedar, currant and an herbaceous 
streak. It remains bright in acidity and supportive 
in tannic strength, balancing between ripeness and 
structure. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

91 Migration 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). This wine has lovely, inviting aromas of 

baking spice and earth. Full-bodied flavors of blue-
berry and raspberry are supported by spicy oak. 
Its boldness and density is met by fresh cranberry, 
while a tease of vanilla complements the other char-
acteristics. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Monte Smith 2014 Pauli Ranch Barbera (Men-
docino). This is a handsome wine all the way, 

from the lightly spicy aromas through the layered 
fruit, chocolate and cinnamon flavors, to the mod-
erately tannic and lingering finish. With its great 
balance and mouthwatering flavors, it will be a tasty 
addition to almost any meal. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

91 Mumm Napa NV Blanc de Blancs (Napa 
County). This is made from 80% Chardonnay 

and 20% Pinot Gris. It offers an impressive com-
mingling of preserved lemon, burnt orange peel and 
apricot, meeting crisp acidity and floral undertones 
along the way. Light and bright, it’s a food-friendly 
option, as well as good go-to solo. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 
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91 Mumm Napa NV Brut Prestige (Napa County). 
The winery’s signature sparkler, this blend 

of equal parts Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, with 
touches of Pinot Gris and Pinot Meunier, dazzles 
in rounded oak and a soft texture marked by grape-
fruit zest and fresh nectarine. Crisp and vibrant, it 
becomes richer on the finish, showing a spark of 
honey-baked brioche. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Ottimino Vineyards 2013 Zinfinity Zinfandel 
(Sonoma County). From a selection of its 

best vineyards across the county, this producer 
showcases a majority of the variety with 16% Petite 
Sirah, all aged in French oak, 25% of it new. Black 
olive, spicy leather and cinnamon make for a bold, 
dry and boisterous wine that’s entirely enjoyable, 
integrated in terms of both tannin and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Parducci 2014 Reserve Grenache (Mendocino). 
Extremely flavorful and wonderfully exotic, 

this full-bodied wine has intense fruit flavors like 
raspberry and rhubarb, with a host of interesting 
accents recalling cedar, white pepper and clove. The 
mouthfeel is warm and rich, tannins are soft and 
easy, and the finish lingers nicely. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

91 Peachy Canyon 2014 Vortex Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). Concentrated strawberry, black 

cherry, cinnamon-laced latte, licorice and mocha 
converge in an intriguing and beautiful nose from 
this legendary Zin winery. The structure is immedi-
ately apparent on the palate, framing smoked straw-
berry, oregano and dill flavors. It’s full of plush, ripe 
fruit, but seemingly bone dry. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $38 

91 Replica 2015 Retrofit Chardonnay (North 
Coast). This wine is subtle in aroma but 

extremely generous in texture. It seems to start 
out slow and then floods the palate with very ripe 
but not sweet flavors like kiwi, pear and honeydew 
melon on a nicely viscous, pillowy texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Rutherford Ranch 2014 Merlot (Napa Val-
ley). Dusty Mexican chocolate meets black 

plum, cherry and pomegranate in this light-bodied, 
rounded wine that’s juicy and delicious. It’s well 
balanced and approachable now, so drink up. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). A bright, lovely layering of cherry 

and strawberry strikes first, before a jolt of rose 
perfume finds its complement in an earthy lilt of 
salt and forest. Sandalwood enhances the intrigue 
and complexity of this medium-bodied wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Stags’ Leap Winery 2013 Petite Sirah (Napa 
Valley). A lofty violet perfume meets bold 

black pepper in this lively, fresh and memorable 
wine, which blends smaller amounts of Syrah, Gre-
nache and other Rhône varieties. Blackberry, blue-
berry and leather form a reel of highlights that is 
soft enough to enjoy now. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 The Calling 2014 Fox Den Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Bold, juicy dark cherry 

and cola drift along a bed of rose petals. Ripe and 
full bodied, this wine manages to be soft and spicy 
on the midpalate, then delivers a lengthy, complex 
finish that’s girded in structured tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $62 
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91 Township 7 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Okanagan 
Valley). Opening with classic peavine aromas, 

this is a bright, fleshy and pungent wine that should 
delight fans of Loire Valley-style Sauvignon Blancs. 
Rich, cascading flavors of fig, pear, grapefruit and 
star fruit keep the mouthfeel lively. Just 10% was 
barrel-fermented, the rest in stainless. Township 7 
Vineyards & Winery. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Urlar 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Gladstone). Fig, 
nectarine and grapefruit notes mark this as 

a ripe style, without much of the herbal pungency 
found in Sauvignon Blancs from Marlborough. It’s 
medium bodied, with a silky mouthfeel and a long, 
harmonious finish. Drink now. Atlas Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Acacia 2013 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). Tightly wound and floral, this wine 

has bright acidity with earthy cola and clove 
accents. Medium bodied, with some heft on the pal-
ate, it’s ripe and rewarding in cherry and berry fruit 
flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Acacia 2013 Thornton Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). This wine is big in tannin, 

extracted and full bodied, with dense blueberry and 
maple syrup at its core. For fans of a rich style, it 
will impress for  its ripe, dark fruit and sizable yet 
velvety mouthfeel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Angeline 2015 Reserve Pinot Noir (Men-
docino). This lively, well-balanced wine 

offers great value. Delicious fruit and subtle spice 
notes extend from the aromas through the substan-
tial flavors and on through the finish. Fresh acidity 
and a touch of tannic structure make it especially 
appetizing. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

90 Balletto 2014 BCD Vineyard Estate Grown 
Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Velvety-smooth and rich in red plum and 
strawberry, this medium-bodied, varietally honest 
wine is textured and complex. It’s well-crafted and 
balanced, with a lingering finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

90 Balletto 2014 Sexton Hill Vineyard Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Russian 

River Valley). Light in color and body, this is a cool-
climate-influenced wine full of spice and life. It 
offers a mixture of rhubarb, strawberry and black 
tea, dusted in cardamom. The wine’s spicy tones 
carry through to the medium-length finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $42 

90 Broken Earth 2015 Verdelho (Paso Robles). 
There is tons of potential for this varietal in 

the hot eastern reaches of Paso Robles. Light peach 
and Pink Lady apple aromas start off the easy-to-
enjoy nose. The palate shows more layers, starting 
with ripe peach and then firming up on citrus pith, 
sour apple and tangy pear. A gravelly minerality and 
rising texture on the finish complete the picture. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

90 Buehler 2014 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). Searing acidity supports apple 

blossom and quince in this complex, light-bodied 
and entirely delightful wine. As it opens in the 
glass, it gets more velvety and tense, finishing on a 
refreshing bite of anise. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 
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90 Chalk Hill 2013 Clara’s Vineyard (Chalk Hill). 
Cabernet Sauvignon meets Malbec and 

Petit Verdot in this hearty, big-boned red. Dark 
and stormy, it offers a wealth of juicy black fruit, 
leather and tobacco wrapped around sizable tannin. 
Peppery clove and chocolate round out the finish. It 
will drink best 2018–2023. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $85 

90 Château de Campuget 2013 1753 Syrah 
(Costières de Nîmes). The right bank of 

the Rhône (the Gard department) is known for its 
Syrah. This is a fine example, packing plenty of 
plum and garrigue into a full-bodied, well-struc-
tured wine. Dried herbs, cocoa powder and espresso 
mingle on the still-firm finish. Drink 2018–2025. 
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Cougar 2015 Falanghina (Temecula Val-
ley). Finding new varietals is always fun, 

and this take on an ancient grape from Campania, 
Italy, offers promise in warm Temecula. Crisp Anjou 
and Asian pears show on the nose, along with salt, 
Gala apple, white flowers and gravel. Sharp citrus 
appears on the palate, with lime pith, pink-grape-
fruit juice and a chalky, seashell component. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 CULT 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 
While obviously not a “cult” wine, this full-

bodied bottling has just what the varietal should 
offer in terms of ripe fruit, spice, a firm and mod-
erately tannic texture, and a mouthfilling presence. 
Its strengths lie in good balance, tempting layers of 
flavor and a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

90 Davis Bynum 2014 River West Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). From a site 

on Westside Road, this vineyard-designate boasts 
a rich experience aromatically and flavor-wise, 
revealing graham cracker, peach, lime and green 
apple alongside salty acidity. The oak (34% of it 
new French) plays a pleasant, supportive role, add-
ing a note of brioche. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Decoy 2014 Merlot (Sonoma County). This 
straightforward wine delivers a lot of flavor 

for the price. The juicy, rounded layering of dark 
cherry, dried herb and cedar works within a light-
bodied, mellowed context of balanced acidity and 
fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

90 Fattoria La Vialla 2015 Barricato Bianco 
(Tos cana). This unfiltered, cloudy wine 

offers aromas of lime and yeast. A blend of Chardon-
nay (80%) and Viognier (20%), it’s grown accord-
ing to the principles of biodynamic viticulture. 
The juicy palate doles out white peach, vanilla and 
lemon, closing on a toasted hazelnut note. T. Elen-
teny Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Foley 2014 Steel Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). The winery’s annual stainless-steel 

bottling, this is showy rather than reserved, with 
ripe Asian pear, tropical flowers, sweet apple blos-
soms, pineapple and a bit of vanilla on the nose. 
Nicely fresh, it’s bright on the palate, with a sizzle 
of acidity and grippy chalkiness that frame the 
poached-pear palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

90 Foxtrot 2013 Foxtrot Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Okanagan Valley). Though pale in color, 

this is a tannic and flavorful wine with an earthy 
underpinning. Lightly spiced red-fruit flavors 
unfold and gather strength midpalate. This nicely 
captures the elegance of Naramata Bench Pinot 
Noir. Foxtrot Vineyards. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $50 
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90 Gehricke 2014 Zinfandel (Russian River Val-
ley). Pungent earth and a tease of potato 

skin add to a perfumed nose of brambly blackberry 
and strawberry, surrounded by big, grippy tannin. 
Full bodied, it develops further flavors of vanilla, 
cinnamon and dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

90 Hess Collection 2014 Estate Grown Chardon-
nay (Napa Valley). The producer pulls from 

its estate Su’skol Vineyard for this wine, which 
opens in an aromatic flirtation of sweet honey-
suckle, revealing the site’s abundance of musqué 
clone. Crisp on the entry and midpalate, it shows a 
full-bodied style as it opens—notes of pear and fig 
are wrapped between spicy nutmeg and a viscous 
bite of oak on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $22 

90 Hess Collection 2014 Lion Tamer Red Wine 
(Napa Valley). A new offering from this 

producer, this wine blends 55% Malbec with 15% 
Zinfandel, 12% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Petite 
Sirah and 8% Merlot. It satisfies in rich, rounded 
flavors of blueberry pie, cranberry and clove, with 
an underlying streak of dark chocolate. Medium 
acidity supports an appealing full-bodied juiciness. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

90 Jax 2014 Y3 Taureau (Napa Valley). This is 
an impressive blend of 45% Merlot with 

25% estate-grown Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Syrah 
from Stagecoach Vineyard and 10% Biale Zinfandel. 
It comes together seamlessly in a twist of structured 
blackberry, leathery tannin and tomato leaf, priced 
to be enjoyed by many. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2012 La Divine (Côte 
Rôtie). Full-bodied and richly textured, 

this isn’t a prototypically delicate Côte Rôtie, but 
it’s still very enjoyable. Clove and black olive notes 
are backed by plummy fruit, capped off by a long, 
dusty finish. Drink now–2025. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

90 La Crema 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
This juicy, medium-bodied wine offers a 

mix of crisp lemon meringue and richer notions of 
pear compote and biscotti. Grapes are sourced from 
a range of vineyards, including Saralee’s. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 La Crema 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
This lush wine offers true value, deeply fla-

vored in strawberry and cherry. A tannic foundation 
supports the fruit beside black tea, clove and a twist 
of orange and cranberry, with a soft and smooth tex-
ture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Lawer 2015 Betsy’s Vineyard Viognier 
(Knights Valley). This lively white is floral 

in honeysuckle aromas, while creamy, rounded lay-
ers of apricot play on the full-bodied palate. A spicy 
nutmeg chaser closes things out. Well balanced and 
accessible, this is ready to drink now. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $24 

90 Lucienne 2014 Lone Oak Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Rounded straw-

berry fruit, clove and vanilla show on the nose of 
this single-vineyard bottling from the Hahn family 
of wines. Baked red cherry, cocoa spice, nutmeg, all-
spice and more clove pop on the palate and linger 
through the close. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 
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90 MacRostie 2014 Wildcat Mountain Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). This wine has a volup-

tuous rich-oak character, complemented by ripe 
apple and full-bodied concentration. It celebrates a 
warm, generous vintage in its ability to offer plenty 
of fruit and acidity, delightfully balanced by a lime 
chaser. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Maxville 2014 Cabernet Franc (Napa Valley). 
Rounded in texture, this wine boasts a juicy 

midpalate and well-integrated oak tones. Cigar, tar, 
cranberry, currant and a pleasing bouquet of violet 
give it lingering character and a lasting impression. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $67 

90 MontGras 2014 Antu Syrah (Colchagua Val-
ley). Loam, berry, lavender and spice aro-

mas are all welcoming. This is full in body—solidly 
structured and tannic. Savory to the max flavors of 
peppery berries finish tight and juicy. Drink through 
2020. Esprit du Vin. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

90 Oyster Bay 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This ticks all the Marlborough Sau-

vignon Blanc boxes: cut grass, snow pea, nectarine 
and citrus, all bundled into a medium-bodied wine 
that comes across as dry, silky and refreshing. Del-
egat USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Goldjoch Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinviertel). Gently savory hints 

of yeast on the nose lead to an easy, refreshing pal-
ate. This is light, with notes of citrus and pear, but 
it has a concentrated core and comes with a clean, 
moreish finish and harmonious balance. Esprit du 
Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Zeiseneck Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). The savory, yeasty nose 

comes with a hint of spicy sandalwood. The pal-
ate echoes this rounded harmonious spiciness and 
plays more to those mellow tones than to the shades 
of fruit. The body comes with a lovely, inviting and 
appetizing light-footedness. The finish is long and 
clean. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

90 Rocca delle Macìe 2013 Roccato (Toscana). 
A blend of Sangiovese and Cabernet Sau-

vignon in equal parts, this opens with aromas of 
black-skinned fruit, cedar and a whiff of espresso. 
The polished palate doles out juicy black plum, 
white pepper and licorice alongside ripe tannins. 
Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $57 

90 RouteStock 2014 Route 121 Chardonnay 
(Carneros). Fresh and complete, with sub-

tle oak and ripeness, this white shines in a lilt of 
pear, lime and tangerine, showing plenty of mineral-
ity. It remains bright despite medium weight. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

90 Smith & Hook 2013 Proprietary Red Wine 
Blend (Central Coast). Dark and hearty in 

the glass, this blend of Merlot, Malbec, Petite Sirah 
and Cabernet Sauvignon is lush and inviting to the 
nose, with milk chocolate, caramel, black cherry and 
crème de cassis aromas. The palate shows tobacco 
and coffee tones as well as black cherry, black cur-
rant and elderberry fruit, with tannins that settle 
in softly. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 
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90 Sobon Estate 2014 Rocky Top Zinfandel 
(Amador County). Rich, spicy aromas and 

flavors of black cherry and cedar make this full-
bodied wine from one of the longest-running win-
eries in California’s Sierra Foothills hard to resist. 
It has a feeling of breadth and depth on the palate 
alongside lush layers of tasty fruit. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 SOLID 2012 Proprietary Red (California). 
Bold, well structured and nicely dry, this 

wine has plenty of dark-red color, appetizing black-
cherry and wild-berry aromas, and ample but not 
overripe fruit flavors. A full-bodied, grown-up kind 
of wine, it doesn’t overdo anything and will be great 
at the dinner table. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

90 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 Winemaker’s Release 
Owsley Single Block Estate Bottled Pinot 

Noir (Russian River Valley). Earthy and brimming 
with black tea, this is an exotic, medium-bodied 
wine. The palate starts off tangy in cranberry and 
strawberry flavors, with a hint of mint, while a for-
ested, mushroomy underbelly provides extra com-
plexity and a savory component. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

90 Theopolis 2014 Symphony (Yorkville High-
lands). Generous aromas of rose petal and 

lemon zest meet dry but fruity flavors recalling crisp 
kiwi and apricot in this dramatic, flavorful wine 
made from the Symphony grape variety. The texture 
is crisp and tangy, and the flavors are vivid. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

90 Volpaia 2012 Balifico (Toscana). Made from 
65% Sangiovese and 35% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon—organically farmed—this polished red opens 
with aromas of black-skinned fruit, violet and Med-
iterranean herb. On the full-bodied palate, tobacco 
and aniseed accent a core of ripe black cherry, while 
firm tannins provide support. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

89 Paul Dolan 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Pot-
ter Valley). Good balance and subtle fla-

vors make this full-bodied wine quietly attractive 
and versatile with food. It tastes fresh, like white 
peaches, and has mild hints of herbs and lemon 
along with richer notes of honeydew melon on the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Paul Dolan 2014 Pinot Noir (Potter Val-
ley). Nuanced and smooth, this reasonably 

priced wine comes from a lesser-known inland val-
ley that has a moderately cool climate. The wine 
pours on plenty of ripe cherry and berry flavors 
to complement the suave, spicy aromas. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Kirkland Signature 2011 Signature Series 
(Brunello di Montalcino). This opens with 

subdued aromas suggesting sour berry, clove and 
a touch of leather. The accessible, straightforward 
palate offers morello cherry and a hint of star anise 
alongside polished tannins. Drink through 2019. 
Misa Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Tinto Rey 2015 Estate Bottled Verdejo (Dun-
nigan Hills). This medium-bodied wine 

brings delicate floral aromas and tangy white-cherry 
flavors, along with a full mouthfeel and appetizingly 
dry finish. Hints of earth and mineral add interest, 
complementing the fruit flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  21

85 Uptick Vineyards 2012 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This is an abun-

dantly ripe wine, big in oak and tannin, with a 
streak of earthy compost. A tinge of spearmint 
brightens the palate, while persistent acidity graces 
the close. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $49 

BEST BUYS

91 J. Lohr 2014 Estates South Ridge Syrah (Paso 
Robles). This bottling offers gingerbread 

cake, baked blueberry and smoked pork on the nose. 
It’s soft on the palate, with finely polished tannins 
imparting a plush texture. Black plum, strawberry 
and a touch of mint mark the palate. The structure 
shows itself just enough on the finish. Best Buy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Bianchi 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Monterey 
County). Wet cement, pear flesh, lemon 

pith and white flowers make for a classic base to the 
nose of this bottling, but the intriguing chive-like 
herbs take it to another level. There is a nice tex-
tural grip to the palate, with brisk flavors of grass, 
stonefruit flesh, lime peels and chopped herbs. The 
sizzle of acidity grows into the finish. Best Buy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $12 

BEST BUYS

90 J. Lohr 2014 Estates Los Osos Merlot (Paso 
Robles). This Merlot is dark in the glass, 

with lots of oak, vanilla and caramel aromas against 
a black-cherry and chocolate-cake backdrop on the 
nose. Soft and chalky tannins frame the sip, where 
blueberry, vanilla and chocolate-cream flavors 
prove lush and inviting. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Murphy-Goode 2015 The Fumé Sauvignon 
Blanc (North Coast). Fresh aromas, vivid 

citrus flavors, elegance and poise make this an 
attractive wine. It has a balance that is easy to enjoy 
and keeps calling for more sips, with pleasant notes 
of citrus and green fruit throughout. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Whiplash 2015 Red Wine (California). Con-
centrated flavors and a richly tannic tex-

ture make this dry wine more sophisticated and 
interesting than many other red blends. It combines 
cranberry, black cherry and cinnamon notes for a 
mouthfilling and harmonious impression. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

88 Belle Ambiance 2015 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). This is not an attention-getter, but 

a mild-mannered, reasonably balanced wine that 
will happily pair with dishes ranging from seafood 
to roast chicken. It has faint apple and vanilla aro-
mas, mild apple and lemon flavors, and a lingering, 
lightly spicy finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Belle Ambiance 2014 Pinot Noir (California). 
A lively, oak-spice aroma leads into bright 

red fruits and cinnamon tones on the palate. A 
smooth but lively texture completes the picture for 
this medium-bodied wine. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Happy Camper 2015 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). This medium-bodied wine blends 

lively citrus and crisp apple aromas with just-rich-
enough pear, apple and butter flavors for good bal-
ance. Satisfying and refreshing, it will be great with 
many different dishes. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 
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BEST BUYS

88 Mirassou 2015 Pinot Grigio (California). 
Smoothness and subtlety come with a 

texture just rich enough to be interesting, without 
damping down the acidity that makes this light-
bodied wine refreshing. It offers flavors of crisp 
green apple and a touch of pear. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $12 

88 Ste. Chapelle 2015 Special Harvest Ries-
ling (Snake River Valley). Aromas of ripe 

peaches, white flowers and fresh jasmine explode 
from the glass. The wine tastes sweet but still shows 
delicacy, with enough acid to balance it all out. Best 
Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 HandCraft 2015 Artisan Collection Dark Red 
Wine (California). This delicious, fruity, 

lightly sweet wine blends ripe berries and black 
cherries on a smooth, supple texture. A touch of 
lip-smacking tannin balances it out. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

BEST BUYS

87 Oveja Negra 2015 Reserva Estate Bottled 
Chardonnay- Viognier (Maule Valley). This 

Chardonnay-Viognier blend is a touch viscous in 
feel but honest as a whole, with floral and melon 
aromas. Mild flavors of white flowers, orange and 
green herbs are light in intensity, but are coupled 
with a sense of roundness on the palate. Old Bridge 
Cellars. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Santa Rita 2015 120 Sauvignon Blanc (Col-
chagua Valley). Grassy, slightly green aro-

mas are fresh and suggest cactus pad. This is easy 
on the palate, with flavors of citrus fruits and green 
herbs, such as tarragon and rosemary. A crisp finish 
is just solid enough to maintain integrity. Palm Bay 
International. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

SPIRITS 

93 The Tyrconnell 16 Year Old (Ireland; Beam 
Suntory, Chicago, IL). This new single malt, 

debuting in March 2017, has a fresh, grassy scent, a 
drying feel and plenty of bold flavor. Think rounded 
almond, subtle vanilla sweetness and coconut 
cream pie, finishing with a burst of citrus- and 
ginger- peel zing. 
abv: 46% Price: $100

SPIRITS 

91 The Pogues (Ireland; MS Walker, Somerville, 
MA). “The official Irish whiskey of the leg-

endary band,” this robust spirit is made at West 
Cork Distillers, one of two remaining 100% inde-
pendently owned and operated distilleries in Ire-
land. The aromas suggest stone fruit and a whiff 
of smoke. The palate also shows smoke, plus dried 
apricot richness and a mouthwatering saline finish. 
A mix of whiskies aged 5 to 10 years. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $40

90 Brothership Irish-American Whiskey Aged 10 
Years (Ireland/USA; Millstone Spirits Group, 

Philadelphia, PA). This unusual bottling comprises 
55% Irish whiskey and 45% American whiskey, 
both 10 years old. Look for a citrusy aroma with 
a hint of smoke. The palate shows lots of bright 
tropical fruit, lemon curd and pear, with a whiff 
of smoke, and finishing with drying oak and ginger 
heat. Sip or mix.
abv: 45% Price: $50

90 The Dubliner Irish Whiskey (Ireland; Prestige 
Beverage Group, St. Paul, MN). A blend of 

single-malt and grain whiskeys, this has a relatively 
light, approachable profile. The aroma is bright, 
fresh and grassy, with hints of white peach and 
smoke. The palate shows subtle sweetness, layering 
peach, lemon and grapefruit peel with almond, oak 
and coconut, plus a mouthwatering, spicy ginger-
cinnamon finish. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $27
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93 J. Lohr 2013 Cuvée Pau (Paso Robles). For 
full review see page 7. Cellar Selection.

abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

93 J. Lohr 2014 Hilltop Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 7. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

93 Lava Cap 2014 Estate Bottled Cabernet Sau-
vignon (El Dorado). For full review see page 

7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

93 Pine Ridge 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Howell 
Mountain). This is a juicy, complete and full-

bodied showcase for the variety from this moun-
tainous appellation, known for its ability to impart 
sizable structure and concentration. It delivers that 
here, integrating firm tannin into a complex, lengthy 
portrait of ripe, brambly blackberry, black currant 
and a powerful dose of cigar box. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $125 

93 Ramey 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). Sites from throughout the valley con-

tribute to the lovely layering of this accessible wine, 
softly structured and classically inspired in its dried 
herb and distinct purity of cassis. Delicate despite 
its ripeness and power, it leaves a smoky hint of 
sweet tobacco on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

92 Brilliant Mistake 2013 Taylor Family Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap District). 

This is the inaugural vintage for this producer, a 
husband-and-wife team in partnership with wine-
maker Maayan Koschitzky, who also works with 
Philippe Melka. The vineyard-designate is lush and 
powerful, a full-bodied, tannic representative of an 
amazing growing year. Mint, black olive, blackberry 
and cigar highlight the sensual texture, enriched in 
dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $85 

92 Castello di Amorosa 2013 Morisoli-Borges 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). 

For full review see page 9. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $145 

92 Gundlach Bundschu 2013 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Sonoma Valley). The producer 

sources primarily from its historic Rhinefarm 
Estate Vineyard for this wine, a rich expression of 
the variety opaque in color. Meat, black pepper, 
leather and tobacco give it a velvety lushness and 
concentration buoyed by complex, savory compo-
nents. The lengthy finish is all about bittersweet 
chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

92 Hess Collection 2013 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mount Veeder). A hearty 18% 

Malbec is part of this wine, from the producer’s 
appellation estate. Clove, cedar and graphite kick 

things off on the nose, before youthful tannin give 
breadth and depth to the ripe blackberry, cherry 
and blueberry. The wine is soft and seductive on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

92 Hess Collection 2013 The Lion Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount Veeder). For 

full review see page 10. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $175 

92 La Honda Winery 2013 Salinian Block Caber-
net Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). This 

bottling is a great representation of the savory style 
that’s typical of the Santa Cruz Mountains, but with 
enough rounded, approachable ripeness that it will 
appease those seeking juicier wine as well. Aromas 
of blackberry, blueberry, spicy vanilla and sharp 
cinnamon-allspice lead into a black and white pep-
per-laden palate, full of ripe elderberry, blueberry 
and elderflower. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $38 

92 La Voix 2013 Ecstasy of Gold Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Santa Barbara County). Dried 

elderberries and plum skins meet with cocoa, soy, 
cracked peppercorn and hoisin sauce unfold on 
the nose of this wine, made by Steve Clifton. The 
teriyaki and black-plum sauce touches kick into 
high gear on the palate, where roasted ancho chile-
cocoa flavors prove quite savory and tasty. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Les Belles Collines 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Malibu Rocky Oaks 2014 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). One of the more 

promising wines coming out of the newer Malibu 
area, this Cab that is boosted by 10% Merlot and 
4% Cabernet Franc. It shows deep blueberry, black 
currant and black olive on the nose, along with 
dill, pepper, spearmint and caramel-laced fudge. 
The intriguing palate offers black olive, black pep-
per and dark, deep fruit. It’s well structured and 
tasty, like a salt- and pepper-crusted steak. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

92 Oakville Winery 2013 Estate Grown Caber-
net Sauvignon (Oakville). This lovely wine 

from the producer’s Pelissa Vineyard is perfumed 
in roses, while offering a soft, velvety texture that’s 
restrained in terms of tannin and oak. Clove, graph-
ite and white pepper develop in the glass, adding to 
the wine’s classical nature. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

92 Pine Ridge 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags 
Leap District). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $125 

92 Rendarrio Vineyards 2013 The Rocker Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles). From Clare 

Ranch Vineyard in the Templeton Gap, this bottling 
by Ryan Render shows rounded notes of boysen-
berry and cooked blackberry on the nose alongside 
strong licorice and mocha aromas. Blackberry and 
boysenberry also arise on the sip, with olive, pep-
per and pretty violet floral flavors, all framed by a 
solidly dry structure. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Vinum Cellars 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Impressive at any price, but 

especially notable at this cost, this 100% varietal 
red is a testament to the power and concentration 
of the vintage, integrated with a push of tannin on 
the back of the tongue. Spicy clove and pepper ride 
a wave of cassis, dark cherry and chocolate, needing 
time to unwind in the glass. It will do well in the 
cellar through 2028. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $37 

92 Wood Family Vineyards 2013 Especial Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). This is 

a concentrated, substantive wine with great struc-
ture and layers of flavor that taste wonderful now 
and should improve with time. It coats the palate 
with rich black cherry, light oak spices and a hint 
of chocolate, while the full body makes it mouth-
filling and luscious. It will drink best from 2019. 
Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $52 

91 Alyris 2013 The Audition Take 1 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This is a purely 

varietal, estate-grown wine from Mount George, 
cave-aged for nearly two years in all-new French 
oak. Generously expansive on the palate, it offers 
full-bodied richness around a thoughtful layering 
of clove, juicy black cherry and savory red currant, 
lingering on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $85 

91 Bell 2013 Clone 6 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). From a section of the Beckstoffer 

Georges III vineyard originally planted by Beaulieu 
Vineyard in 1928, this wine exalts in this particular 
clone that imparts classic elements of forest floor 
and dried herb. Intense and smooth, with a back-
bone of chalky tannin, the fruit shines in black plum 
and cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $250 

91 Bell 2013 Longtable Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Mount Veeder). Soft and round, this 

100% varietal wine made from two clones is juicy 
and fresh in acidity, a sense of restraint allowing it 
to sconvey more than just fruit. Cassis, black pep-
per, cedar and a slight streak of menthol combine 
nicely on the palate, intertwining on the lengthy 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $150 

91 Garnet Vineyards 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Winemaker Alison Crowe does 
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it again, managing to provide delicious and inter-
esting wine at a tremendous value. Deep red straw-
berry, black pepper, graphite, black plum, chocolate, 
licorice and dried chiles show on the nose. The sip 
brings rounded black cherry fruit lifted by anise, 
dark chocolate and a touch of olive flavors. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

91 Grassini 2013 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). Black 

cherry, licorice, loamy soil and a touch of roasted 
beef show on the nose of this bottling from a beau-
tiful estate in the eastern Santa Ynez Valley. Black 
cherry, dried dill and fennel, coffee bean and slightly 
bitter dark chocolate come across on the palate that 
is still quite young with sticky tannins, though very 
easy to sip already. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

91 Hess Collection 2014 Allomi Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

14. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

91 Honig 2013 Bartolucci Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (St. Helena). An herbal undertone 

lurks beneath richer, layered concentrations of big 
tannin and toasty oak in this 100% varietal wine. 
Meaty and bold, it highlights the variety’s ability 
to be extracted, fruity and nuanced in dried herb, 
cedar, graphite and sage. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $100 

91 La Honda Winery 2012 Lonehawk Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

Deep strawberry, blackberry, black olive and oreg-
ano show on the nose of this bottling that comes 
from a vineyard 1,100 feet above the town of Sara-
toga. The 100% American oak treatment makes for 
a savory sip, with bay leaf, white pepper, cracked 
peppercorn and olive, all bone dry and mouth-dry-
ing in tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

91 Martin Ranch 2012 Thérèse Vineyards Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

For full review see page 14. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

91 Piña 2013 Ames Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Oakville). Winemaker Anna Monti-

celli coaxes soft, leathery layers of graphite and red 
cherry from this 100% varietal vineyard-designate 
Cab. Aged in French oak, 67% new, it shows ripe-
ness and density, with a pleasant structure and good 
length on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

91 Wrights Station 2012 Bates Ranch Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

From a vineyard just below Mt. Madonna, this bot-
tling offers deep blackberry and black-pepper spice, 
with herbal oregano, thyme and touches of pasilla 
chile on the nose. It’s quite herbaceous in that typi-

cal mountain style, with bay leaf and dried basil set 
against dry elderberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $44 

90 Bell 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). With a perfumed nose of rose and 

toasted oak, this wine is thick in red fruit, dense 
oak and a welcome undercurrent of bright acidity 
that helps keep it fresh in the glass. Small amounts 
of Merlot, Petit Verdot, Cabernet Franc and Malbec 
are all within. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

90 CULT 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 
For full review see page 17. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

90 Gallo Signature Series 2013 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). For this well-made, 

robust wine, the producer taps into multiple vine-
yard sources, including William Hill and Monte 
Rosso. Hung around a focused structure, it offers 
classic elements of dried herb, clove and graph-
ite, with significant tannin that persists through a 
lengthy finish of toasty oak. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

90 Mersenne 2013 Dalla Gasperina Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). From an 

organically farmed vineyard, this rich, full-bodied 
wine offers flavors of baked plum, cherry and choco-
late cake, taking on an edgy flirtation with toasted 
oak. It finishes with a sprinkling of black pepper and 
nutmeg, ready for a giant steak. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $59 

90 Mount Veeder 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This is a brawny, leathery 

expression of the variety, explosive on the palate in 
brambly blackberry and black cherry. Leather, cof-
fee and tobacco give it additional edge and savory 
qualities that work within its full-bodied, ripe and 
rich context. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

90 Sean Minor 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This smooth, lean red attractively 

delivers above its price point. Tart in clove and cur-
rant, it finishes with a whiplash of mocha. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Terlato 2013 Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stags Leap District). A substantial 

addition of 18% Merlot and smaller touch of 2% 
Cabernet Franc contribute to the heartiness and 
warmth of this wine that is tight in tobacco and 
graphite, with a smattering of coconut. Bittersweet 
chocolate, clove and dried herb contribute aroma 
and full-bodied flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

89 Casto Oaks 2013 Gardner Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sierra Foothills). Nicely bal-

anced and classically styled, this dry wine is cedary 
and spicy in aroma, and full of plum and red-cherry 

flavors shaded by light herbal, savory accents. Not 
very full-bodied, it has a trim, agile texture and 
appetizing fine-grained tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $19 

89 Grassini 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara). The nose on this 

bottling is a tad weak compared to other wines from 
the same estate, with a dense but shy black currant 
nose. The palate is wrapped in an extreme tannic 
structure, so it will need some more time to allow 
the pleasant black cherry, blueberry and charred-
meat flavors to shine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

89 High Valley 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (High 
Valley). This very good go-to wine can 

stretch from weekday meals to special occasions. 
The aromas are ripe and fruity, shaded by light oak 
spices. Flavors are abundantly plummy and the tex-
ture is nicely firm and moderately tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Husch 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
docino). Layered fruit and spice flavors plus 

a firm, dry texture will make this medium-bodied 
wine a good pairing for all kinds of big proteins. 
It has black cherry and plum aromas, firm, fine-
grained tannins and a lip-smacking finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $23 

89 Wood Family Vineyards 2014 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Livermore Valley). Full bodied and 

with good, gripping tannins to make the texture 
appetizing, this wine is very dry and nicely complex. 
Moderate cranberry and dark chocolate flavors are 
accented by hints of sage and black olive—classic 
Cabernet traits. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

88 Barbed Wire 2014 Winemaker’s Reserve Lot 
No 9 Cabernet Sauvignon (North Coast). 

This is a well-behaved, medium-bodied, dry wine. 
Good doses of ripe fruit and oaky spices in the 
aroma and flavor are carried on a firm structure 
of supportive tannins and fruit acidity. Everything 
balances out well and the price is right. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Buck Shack 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lake 
County). Ripe fruit flavors like prunes and 

raisins, and a soft, smooth texture make this wine 
easy to drink as it spreads across the palate and fills 
the mouth with flavor. Relatively light in color, it is 
gentle in texture compared to many of its peers with 
more tannin, and should be popped and enjoyed 
soon. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Charles Krug 2013 Family Reserve Genera-
tions (Napa Valley). This is a full-throttle, 

Cabernet Sauvignon-based, Bordeaux-style blend, 
all from estate-grown grapes. It is huge in velvety 
texture, though moderate acidity props up the bold-
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ness of the blackberry jam and meaty characteris-
tics, all dotted with black-pepper accents. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $60 

88 Director’s Cut 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). Made in a lush, full-

bodied style, with 10% Petit Verdot and 5% Caber-
net Franc, this wine delivers in deep, concentrated 
flavors of blackberry, currant and dried cherry, the 
oak integrated and toasty. Sumptuous hits of mocha 
and dark chocolate add to its richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

88 Dry Creek Vineyard 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Dry Creek Valley). This is a remark-

able value, over-delivering in terms of its varietal 
characteristics of cola, cinnamon, grippy tannin, 
black pepper, cedar and leather. Medium bodied 
and approachable, it’s right for the table or cock-
tail party, able to please a range of palates. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

88 Duckhorn 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Sinewy leather, tobacco and dried 

herb intertwine on the thick, full-bodied palate in 
this unfussy red that should appeal to a broad spec-
trum of tastes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

88 Great American Wine Company 2014 Caber-
net Sauvignon (California). This wine draws 

a lot of its flavor power from oak, which is evident 
from the spicy, cinnamon aroma to the lightly sweet 
maple flavor and finish. Not too full bodied, it is also 
light in tannins and rather easy on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 J. Moss Wines 2012 Spicer Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Stags Leap District). This 

soft, round and juicy wine is ripe and full bodied, a 
good representative of the vintage. It shows brambly 
black fruit, mocha and hints of coconut flakes that 
endure through the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $70 

88 Malibu Rocky Oaks 2014 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (California). Dark hibiscus, deep red 

cherry and rare roast beef show on the nose of this 
wine from Malibu that is fragrant but fairly light 
in aromas. Pencil shavings, baked blackberry and a 
touch of clove show on the sip, which is juicy and 
interesting. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

88 Medlock Ames 2014 Bell Mountain Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). 

With 11% Petit Verdot, this hearty, full-bodied red 
shows crunchy, high-toned cranberry and elements 
of black pepper, pencil shavings and dried herb. A 
toughness of leather dives into the tobacco-laden 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $48 

88 Oberon 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
County). This lightly crafted, affordable 

red blends in smaller percentages of Merlot, Petit 
Verdot and Syrah. It works as a soft, approach-
able and rounded experience of moderately tannic 
black cherry and cola, with a streak of black pepper, 
graphite and cedar mixed within. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

88 Robert Mondavi 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Toasted coconut meets a big grip 

of tannin and wood in this full-bodied wine that 
offers moderate acidity. Tobacco leaf, currant and 
graphite dance around the edges of rich black cherry 
compote. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

88 Trotter 1/16 2013 Oak Canyon Ranch Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A 100% vari-

etal wine from grapes sourced in Coombsville, this 
offers cranberry, currant and clove in equal mea-
sure. This tiny-production project features tight-
grained tannin and a dusty texture built around 
moderate acidity and body. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

87 Franciscan 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This softly layered wine has a tannic 

bite that undergirds its lighter stylistic approach. 
Currant, cedar and vanilla play on the palate in 
pleasant, straightforward ways. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

87 J. Lohr 2014 Seven Oaks Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Baked boysenberries, purple 

flowers and baking spice show on the nose of this 
widely available bottling. The palate is quite min-
erally, with crushed lava rocks, followed by cooked 
elderberry, black-cherry pie and a touch of clove. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Malibu Rocky Oaks 2014 Collective 10 Year 
Anniversary Lot 1 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-

fornia). Baked red cherry and strawberry scents 
meet with touches of soy, nori and crushed rock 
on the nose of this bottling. Lots of peppery spice 
shows on the palate, though blackberry-pie flavors 
are sweeter than expected. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

87 Piña 2013 Wolff Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Yountville). This 100% varietal wine 

opens in a heady aroma of leather pouch, clove and 
marshmallow. Both herbaceous and tannic, it begs 
for more time in the bottle or substantial swirling 
in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

87 Pull 2012 Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Black-pepper-crusted beef, 

crushed graphite, dried mint, elderberries and 
blueberries show on the nose of this bottling. The 
palate reflects a juicy, fruit-forward style, with ripe 

mulberries and red plums lifted by star anise, clove 
and cinnamon. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

86 Angeline 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Fairly simple blackberry, 

olallieberry and strawberry fruits meet with just a 
touch of dried herbs and black spice on the nose of 
this bottling. It’s very juicy on the sip, with more 
ollalieberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

86 Bianchi 2012 Signature Selection Caber-
net Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Dried black 

cherries, dried herbs, pencil shavings and touches 
of roasted meat and balsamic vinegar show on the 
nose of this bottling. The sip conveys smoked ber-
ries, dried strawberry, red plum and touches of 
oregano, marjoram and black pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

86 Castoro Cellars 2014 Estate Grown Caber-
net Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Black cherry, 

blueberry, pepper spice and a touch of toasted pine 
shows on the nose of this bottling. There is juniper 
spice and baked cherry on the palate, which is rela-
tively simply yet flavorful. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

86 Five Rows 2015 Durant Ranch Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Lodi). A strong, smoky, grilled-sage 

aroma and similar flavors give this wine plenty of 
personality. It’s medium bodied, dry and shows the 
herbal side of the variety, with a lively mouthfeel 
and light tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $14 

86 Francis Coppola 2014 Director’s Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). This bold, 

leathery red includes sizable additions of Petite 
Sirah, Merlot, Zinfandel and Cabernet Franc. These 
wrap layers of reduced oak, cedar, dried herb and 
pepper around a relatively light but round body, 
with a distinct taste of blackberry. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

86 Klinker Brick 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Lodi). An aroma like maple syrup on waf-

fles and similar, sweet-seeming flavors are reminis-
cent of breakfast, but this will pair well with slow-
cooked barbecue. Most of that spicy sweetness 
comes from oak barrels or add-ins, complementing 
the full body and light tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $19 

85 Ernest & Julio Gallo 2013 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Northern Sonoma). Cherry, 

plum and vanilla aromas and flavors ride a dusty 
texture in this wine that’s beset by astringent tan-
nin and wisps of dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

85 J. Moss Wines 2012 Steffensen Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Coombsville). Perfumed in 

rose and violet, this full-bodied wine is leathery and 
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somewhat dull on the palate, opting for savory ele-
ments over fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

84 Robert Mondavi 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Chalky, dusty cedar, currant 

and pencil shavings contribute a classic feel to this 
wine that is blended with 8% Merlot and 5% Cab-
ernet Franc. Somewhat austere in style, it’s also full 
bodied and abundantly ripe, with a harshness to the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 

83 Textbook 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This wine is both reduced and 

diluted, with astringency biting at its heels. It may 
simply be underripe. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $33 

CABERNET FRANC

91 Galvan 2013 Russo Family Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (Solano County). This is a big, concen-

trated and lush-textured wine, bolder and thicker 
than many of its peers and beautifully laced with 
dark berry, dark chocolate and cardamom flavors. 
The mouthfeel is full and gripping, as the many lay-
ers of fine tannins coat the palate and help the rich 
flavors linger on the finsh. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

91 Jarvis 2013 Will Jarvis’ Science Project Caber-
net Franc (Napa Valley). This wine is named 

for the producer’s son and his real-life 8th-grade 
project making one small barrel of wine. It contin-
ues on the theme, blending in 5% Merlot and aging 
again in new French oak, all small barrels. Meant to 
be enjoyed young, it shows a youthful exuberance of 
smoked wood, pillowy tannin, peppercorn and dried 
herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $140 

91 Meeker 2013 Cabernet Franc (Dry Creek Val-
ley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

90 Maxville 2014 Cabernet Franc (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 19. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $67 

89 Naggiar 2014 Estate Cabernet Franc (Sierra 
Foothills). Bold and substantial, this full-

bodied and firmly tannic wine has a good core of 
ripe black berry and black cherry trimmed with 
lighter cinnamon and vanilla notes from oak. It’s 
very attractive in a firm, palate-gripping way. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

89 Prima Materia 2013 Cabernet Franc (Califor-
nia). This smooth, layered wine is medium 

bodied, well balanced and rich, with soft tannins to 
give it heft. Flavors run to black cherry, clove and 

cinnamon. The great sense of polish and composure 
make it a pleasure to drink. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $26 

89 St. Supéry 2013 Estate Cabernet Franc 
(Rutherford). Cedar dust, dried herb, cur-

rant and graphite combine effortlessly in this 
restrained wine, subtle in buried tannin. It shows 
voluptuous body with moderate acidity and a ripe-
ness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

88 Jarvis 2012 Estate Grown Cave Fermented 
Cabernet Franc (Napa Valley). This is a 

100% varietal wine grown entirely on the produc-
er’s estate. Aged nearly two years in all-new French 
Nevers oak, it shows a tinge of smoke—campfire 
nearly—from the barrel, followed by a reduced 
expression of blueberry and herbes de Provence. 
Firm, integrated tannins don’t distract. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

88 Rutherford Hill 2013 Cabernet Franc (Napa 
Valley). This is a simple, soft and quite flo-

ral wine, showing a wealth of dusty tannin and full-
bodied power. Cedar and pomegranate are the high-
lights that ride a textured wave of chalky oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 William Harrison 2012 Estate Cabernet Franc 
(Rutherford). This 100% varietal wine 

offers a simplicity of blueberry, black licorice and 
chocolate wrapped in integrated tannin and oak. 
Full bodied and ripe, it softens in the glass to a 
rounded finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

MERLOT

95 La Jota Vineyard 2013 Merlot (Howell Moun-
tain). For full review see page 3. 

abv: 15% Price: $85 

94 Mt. Brave 2013 Merlot (Mount Veeder). For 
full review see page 5. 

abv: 15% Price: $75 

94 Pahlmeyer 2013 Merlot (Napa Valley). The 
wine launched cinematically by Robert 

Redford in “Indecent Proposal,” this delivers a 
succulently memorable and seductive mix of crisp 
cassis and meaty rare beef, a sanguine underpin-
ning that gives it intrigue. Full bodied and ripely 
crafted, it is completely satisfying in its classical 
components of sage and cedar, with a lingering lust 
of chocolate-covered cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $85 

93 Duckhorn 2013 Merlot (Carneros). This 
100% varietal wine hails entirely from 

Hyde Vineyard, a meticulously farmed and magi-
cal site. With a rich nose leading the way, it shows 
dusty licorice and chocolate plum. Voluptuously 

well crafted, it finishes in a lengthy tinge of baking 
spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $72 

93 Jarvis 2012 Estate Grown Cave Fermented 
Reserve Merlot (Napa Valley). The third 

reserve by this producer made of this variety, this 
is 100% estate and varietal. It unfurls in fireplace 
smoke, red and black berry, leather and tobacco, 
with an edginess of cedar and herb. The texture is 
soft and integrated around a full-bodied concentra-
tion of flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $200 

92 Ballentine 2014 Estate Grown Merlot (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

92 Duckhorn 2013 Three Palms Vineyard Merlot 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

91 Black Stallion 2013 Limited Release Merlot 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

91 J. Lohr 2013 Cuvée Pom (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 14. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

91 Jarvis 2012 Estate Grown Cave Fermented 
Merlot (Napa Valley). Enviable structure 

marks this lovely wine that appears to have been 
made in a slightly reductive style. Light oak, a bou-
quet of dried herb and vanilla ride along a medium-
bodied texture that’s soft and silky, with a panache 
of juicy blackberry and currant on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $95 

91 Rutherford Ranch 2014 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Y Rousseau 2013 Pépé Cavedale Vineyard Mer-
lot (Moon Mountain District Sonoma County). 

Named for the producer’s French grandfather, Pépé 
is peppery in clove and Mexican cinnamon, with an 
abundance of black cherry. Made in small amounts, 
it shows a softness around its rounded edges of 
structure and moderate body of acidity, finishing 
with length and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

90 Decoy 2014 Merlot (Sonoma County). For 
full review see page 17. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

90 Ehlers Estate 2013 Merlot (St. Helena). 
From entirely estate-grown fruit and 

blended with 5% Cabernet Franc, this is a soft, full 
and well-structured wine, sanguine in currant, cas-
sis and a dusting of brambly raspberry. Inviting, it 
finishes in a pleasing note of mocha. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 
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90 J. Lohr 2014 Estates Los Osos Merlot (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 21. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Mill Creek 2013 Merlot (Alexander Valley). 
Juicy black plum and milk chocolate com-

bine for a richly lush, soft and mild experience in 
this approachable wine, ripe and seasoned in a 
sprinkling of black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $32 

90 Saddleback 2014 Merlot (Oakville). This is 
a thick, rich and chocolate-laden wine, soft 

and generously ladened with tannin. Cigar, cedar 
and dried sage remind one of its varietal intent, 
while its medium-bodied size allows for plushness 
on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Duckhorn 2013 Merlot (Napa Valley). From a 
range of sites, including the producer’s own 

Three Palms Vineyard, this wine is muted in spiced 
plum and a trace of gunpowder, as well as dried herb 
and mountaintop cedar. Dense and generous in tan-
nin, it’s soft and potently round. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

88 Bench 2014 Merlot (Knights Valley). A light, 
bright version of the variety, this soft and 

herbaceous wine mixes a subtle richness of toasted 
oak and dark chocolate with black plum and cherry. 
It retains its acidity well, showing a tightness of 
structure with enough approachability. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $24 

88 Dry Creek Vineyard 2013 Merlot (Dry Creek 
Valley). This youthful, tannic wine needs 

time in the glass to unfold, benefiting from the addi-
tions of 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet 
Franc. A reductive style shows slightly on the nose 
before streaks of soy, leather and tobacco provide 
plenty of savory elements with which to play. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

88 Duckhorn 2013 Rector Creek Vineyard Merlot 
(Napa Valley). A full-bodied expression of 

the variety, blended with 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
this soft, rounded wine is dense in blueberry and 
currant, with a complexity of leather, pencil and 
soy. A pinpoint of reduction on the finish gives it a 
tinge of bitterness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

88 Vanderbilt 2013 Reserve Merlot (Dry Creek 
Valley). A mild current of cinnamon, clove 

and tobacco provide a spicy entry into this wine, 
backed up by a fruity mid-palate. Medium weight 
and body give it some power and substance, while 
on the finish, it comes under an herbaceous light. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

86 Angeline 2014 Reserve Merlot (Paso 
Robles). Olallieberry, cedar and lacquered-

wood aromas show on the nose of this bottling from 
a winery based in the Russian River Valley. There is 
a decently structured tannic chalkiness to the pal-
ate, with flavors of black cherry, vanilla and pepper. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Buena Vista 2014 Merlot (Sonoma Valley). 
This highly concentrated, richly ripe red 

explores notions of plum, black cherry and tobacco. 
It finishes with a mildness of dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

86 Joullian 2013 Merlot (Carmel Valley). Sharp 
Concord grape ripeness meets with a touch 

of chile pepper and dark tobacco on the nose of 
this bottling. The palate is redolent with aromatic 
woods, from cedar to sandalwood, as well as blue-
berries and dried herbs, but it’s a tad thin. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

86 Pull 2012 Merlot (Paso Robles). Light dried 
herbs, cigar box and cranberry aromas 

arise on the nose of this bottling from the Broken 
Earth team. It’s zesty on the sip, with raspberry and 
cooked red-plum flavors that are spiced up by pep-
per and more dried herbs. It’s a tad thin. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

86 St. Supéry 2013 Dollarhide Estate Vineyard 
Merlot (Rutherford). Thick, rich and woody, 

this herbal, estate-grown red shows a wealth of 
baked-plum flavor laced in vanilla, with richness 
bursting on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

85 Camp 2015 Merlot (Sonoma County). This is 
a simple wine with a touch of menthol and 

astringency, a mix of dried herb and grapes picked 
at an early stage of ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

84 Broadway Vineyards 2013 Estate Grown Mer-
lot (Carneros). This is a basic wine, thick 

and extracted with a generosity of ripe, bold red 
fruit and walled-in tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

PETIT VERDOT

94 Boeschen Vineyards 2013 Estate Petit Verdot 
(Napa Valley). Winemaker Doug Boeschen 

has but one acre of this variety, and he puts it to 
tremendous use here, in this tamed, food-friendly 
expression of a robust grape. This vintage is his first 
single-bottling of PV. Soft, integrated tannin sup-
ports juicy black currant and a svelte layering of 
dark chocolate, punctured by an arsenal of beautiful 
violet aromas. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

92 Jarvis 2010 Estate Grown Cave Fermented 
Petit Verdot (Napa Valley). This wine takes 

a light approach to a robust red grape, in this case 

mellowing it with the addition of 15% Merlot. It 
remains buoyant on the palate and well structured, 
a combination of black olive, toffee, chalky tannin, 
juicy blackberry and blueberry. It allows for a rich-
ness of flavor without ever going overboard in tex-
ture or weight. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $120 

91 Concannon 2013 Reserve Petit Verdot (Liver-
more Valley). Juicy blackberry and boy-

senberry flavors fill out this deeply colored, bold-
tasting, full-bodied but not oaky wine. More fruit 
nuances and concentration develop with each sip, 
and the richly tannic texture coats the sides of the 
mouth, propelling the ripe fruit through the finish. 
It’s a great way to enjoy this Bordeaux grape variety 
bottled on its own instead of in a blend, as usual. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

91 St. Supéry 2013 Dollarhide Petit Verdot (Napa 
Valley). Full bodied and fully concentrated, 

this estate-grown wine showcases black tar, licorice 
and black cherry, well-developed flavors that ride a 
luxurious texture of grippy tannin and toasty oak. 
Dark as night, the flavors are protracted and exten-
sive through the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 William Hill Estate 2013 Benchland Series 
Petit Verdot (Napa Valley). This big, 

brawny red has a baked quality to the fruit, a rich-
ness of blackberry, blueberry and tobacco leaf that’s 
surrounded by lush, velvety and integrated tannin. 
Subtle in oak, it speaks to power and concentration 
of the grape itself. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $55 

89 Peju 2013 Petit Verdot (Napa Valley). This 
100% varietal wine is dense and heavy on 

the palate in a generosity of tannin and concen-
trated black fruit. Lingering notions of cedar, dried 
herb and tar provide a tinge of bitterness as it devel-
ops in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

87 Midnight 2012 Synnove Petit Verdot (Paso 
Robles). Just-plucked blueberry, cedar and 

fermenting-grape aromas show on the dusty nose of 
this dark and heavy bottling. Boysenberry, turned 
earth and coffee beans show on the palate that is 
framed by chalky tannins, finishing on a touch of 
vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $44 

87 Parducci 2013 Reserve Petit Verdot (Men-
docino). This is a dark, intensely astringent 

wine with so much grape and oak tannin that it’s 
challenging to enjoy now. Since PV is known as a 
grape that provides color and tannin in Bordeaux 
wines, it’s no wonder that it’s so stiff today. It will 
drink best after 2020. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 
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ZINFANDEL

94 Robert Biale 2014 Stagecoach Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Napa Valley). From the only pro-

ducer to source Zin from this famous vineyard, this 
wine is abundant in a complexity of baked bread, 
blackberry jam and vanilla, with endless depth on 
the palate. Fresh and juicy, it balances its fruitiness 
with mountain-sized tannin strength and concen-
tration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $52 

94 VGS Chateau Potelle 2013 Zinfandel (Mount 
Veeder). Perfumed in a wildness of violet 

and lavender, this beautiful wine is rich and smooth 
on the palate, both textured and layered. Seduc-
tive in its hint of leathery white pepper, it develops 
brambly blackberry-compote flavors as it opens in 
the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Bacigalupi Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 5. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $58 

93 Robert Biale 2014 Valsecchi Vineyard Zinfan-
del (Carneros). Meaty and dusty, this wine 

from a Vineburg-based site is full bodied, ripe and 
voluptuous with a light dusting of black pepper and 
clove. Within its cradling of dense concentration, an 
underbelly of acidity allows for freshness within the 
power. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $58 

92 Alyris 2014 The Audition Mount George 
Estate Zinfandel (Napa Valley). Peppery, 

brambly, integrated and balanced, this impressively 
layered and complex 100% varietal wine highlights 
the grape’s ability to be fruity, spicy and soft all at 
the same time. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

92 Armida 2014 Tina’s Block Maple Vineyards 
Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). For full review 

see page 9. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

92 Artezin 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel (Mendocino 
County). For full review see page 9. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

92 Haraszthy 2013 Indian Springs Ranch 
Reserve Zinfandel (Sonoma Valley). This 

sultry, big-boned wine offers deft aspects of black 
pepper and dried herb atop a softly layered touch of 
brown sugar. Richness is there, as is a voluptuous 
flirtatiousness, yet it remains dry and dusty on the 
palate and classically varietal. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $34 

92 Hunt & Ryde 2013 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Sonoma County). For full review see page 

10. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 Jaxon Keys 2013 Estate Michael’s Reserve 
Norma’s Vineyard Primitivo (Mendocino). 

In this wine, a distinct and delicious blackberry-
jam aroma is backed up by concentrated and pure 
fruit flavors. But the balance is good and dry, and 
the wine has a mouth-filling texture buoyed by fine-
grained tannins and full body. This is a wonderful 
example of a flavor-packed but sophisticated dinner 
wine from this varietal. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $24 

92 Novy 2014 Limerick Lane Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Russian River Valley). This showcases a 

highly sought-after vineyard site known for its ten-
sion of big, bold, ripe fruit and notable acidity. Red 
currant, cranberry and leather find a well-composed 
rendering of leathery clove and other lively hits of 
spice, including black and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $34 

92 Ottimino Vineyards 2013 Biglieri Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). From a dry-

farmed vineyard planted more than 50 years ago, 
this 100% varietal wine is highlighted in compost, 
leather and graphite. Well structured, with firm, 
strong tannins, it offers a tartness of pomegranate 
and black cherry along with a complexity of savory 
tobacco leaf. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $37 

92 Rosenblum 2012 Carla’s Reserve Zinfandel 
(Contra Costa County). Luscious and sleek 

in mouthfeel, and drenched with wonderful fruit 
flavors, this wine is a beauty. It has ample ripe fruit 
flavors like boysenberry and cherry pie without 
being literally sweet, while a sense of quiet concen-
tration lasts on the lingering finish. It is structured 
with enough fine-grained tannin to age gracefully, 
so it’s best to drink after 2019. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 Sequum 2013 Kidd Ranch Zinfandel (Napa 
Valley). Leathery at its core, this small-pro-

duction wine is subdued and relatively restrained, 
showing bold, juicy layers of strawberry and cran-
berry. It offers enviable structure and ability to age. 
It will drink best 2023–2028. Cellar Selection. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

91 Ancient Oak Cellars 2012 Pagnano Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). From estate-

grown grapes, this impressive bottling is moderately 
spicy, showing a floral flair on the nose. Medium 
bodied and soft on the palate, it shines in a depth of 
plum, leather and black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

91 Black Saint Peter 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Lodi). An earthy, black-pepper aroma and 

classic blackberry, raspberry and brambly spice 
components make this a fine example of Zinfan-
del. It is full bodied, mouthfilling and generous in 
flavor, benefitting from good acidity and moderate, 
fine-grained tannins for structure. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $17 

91 Graziano 2013 Zinfandel (Mendocino County). 
An unusual level of flavor concentration and 

density of texture make this wine substantive in 
mouthfeel, intriguing in depth, and a good wine to 
age for a few years. It has touches of sage and sweet 
oak in the aroma, plus full-bore flavors of black-
berry and black cherry on the palate. With great 
structure due to firm tannins and acidity, it will be 
best to drink after 2019. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

91 Novy 2014 Carlisle Vineyard Zinfandel (Rus-
sian River Valley). Dried sage and a hint of 

saddle leather highlight this dry, dusty wine note-
worthy for its bright, buoyant acidity and layer-
ing of red currant. It delivers plenty of full-bodied 
flavor within a complex, approachable experience. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $34 

91 Ottimino Vineyards 2013 Zinfinity Zinfandel 
(Sonoma County). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Peachy Canyon 2014 Vortex Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $38 

90 Beekeeper Cellars 2014 Secret Stones 
Madrone Spring Vineyard Zinfandel (Rock-

pile). Smoky and abundant in brambly blackberry 
and black cherry, this is a soft, ripe and leathery 
wine from a dry-farmed site. Black olive and black 
pepper contribute additional complexity and spicy 
intrigue, while measured acidity keeps it grounded. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

90 Gehricke 2014 Zinfandel (Russian River Val-
ley). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

90 Mike and Molly Hendry 2014 R.W. Moore 
Vineyard Zinfandel (Coombsville). From a 

terrific, old-vine site in the heart of the southern-
lying appellation, this is a mild-mannered, juicy 
wine, structured and balanced despite the abun-
dance of ripe red fruit. Cinnamon and pepper 
complement the restrained nature of the brambly 
cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

90 Ottimino Vineyards 2013 Rancho Bello Vine-
yard Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). This 

is a 100% varietal wine aged in French oak from a 
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dry-farmed site. It begins with a heady rush of ripe-
ness before finding a balance between acidity and 
concentration. Soft layers of cherry, berry and white 
pepper combine expertly for a delicious expression 
of the grape. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $33 

90 Quivira 2014 Black Boar Zinfandel (Dry 
Creek Valley). Measured oak cradles spicy 

pepper and a richness of vanilla-kissed black cherry 
and blackberry in this bold, full-bodied wine, that 
yes, would pair deliciously with wild boar. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

90 Rosenblum NV Vintner’s Cuvée XXXVIII Zin-
fandel (California). This old favorite has an 

excellent new release. A classic style of Zin, it sur-
rounds generous fruit and spice flavors with a firm 
texture and appetizing tannins. It starts with light 
black pepper and sage aromas to complement the 
rich blackberry and raspberry fruit, and finishes 
with lingering nuances of spice and berry. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

90 Sobon Estate 2014 Rezerve Zinfandel (Ama-
dor County). Fragrant, spicy oak aromas 

blend with ripe raspberry and blackberry flavors in 
this full-bodied, almost-sweet tasting wine. All that 
spice and fruit fills out a soft, velvety frame shaped 
by light tannins, an almost thick texture and ele-
vated alcohol. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $24 

90 Sobon Estate 2014 Rocky Top Zinfandel 
(Amador County). For full review see page 

20. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Wood Family Vineyards 2014 Big Wood Zin 
Zinfandel (Livermore Valley). This wine has 

that wonderful but hard-to-pin-down Zinfandel 
essence that’s extremely fruity but also uniquely 
spicy and brambly. It blends together ripe rasp-
berry, creamy vanilla and red cherry on a smooth, 
nicely viscous and very full-bodied frame that helps 
the finish linger. —J.G. 
abv: 16.1% Price: $32 

89 Kendall-Jackson 2014 Vintner’s Reserve 
Zinfandel (California). Powerful fruit fla-

vors and a firm, high-octane feeling on the palate 
make this a big, imposing wine. It offers tasty, ripe 
boysenberry-jam flavors, moderate tannins and a 
lip-smacking finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Mattucci 2014 Primitivo (Paso Robles). 
Quite dark in the glass, this is very fruit-

forward on the nose, with blueberry sauce, tart 
plum skin, turned loam and vanilla aromas. Ripe 
blackberry fruits mix with licorice on the palate, 
where rising acidity and soft but present tannins 
also offer up roast-beef flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $30 

88 Jaxon Keys 2013 Estate Mae’s Block Ravazzi 
Vineyard Zinfandel (Mendocino). This big, 

bold wine has the taste profile of a Port but is not so 
sweet or full bodied. Deeper than usual in color, it’s 
concentrated to the point of overripeness in aroma. 
Rich on the palate with flavors like blackberry syrup 
and dark chocolate, it should be perfect as an after-
dinner wine. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $32 

88 Novy 2014 Papera Ranch Zinfandel (Russian 
River Valley). Fruity in wild strawberry and 

cherry, this is a straightforward, lightly spiced wine 
from a marquee old-vine site, complete with dusty 
tannin and softly integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

88 Sobon Estate 2014 Cougar Hill Zinfandel 
(Amador County). Smoky, toasty oak aro-

mas and flavors give a flamboyant personality to 
this full-bodied wine. It smells literally like wood 
smoke and toasted French bread, while flavors recall 
jam spiced with cloves and cinnamon. These are all 
tasty elements, and this wine will be a hit with oak 
lovers. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Sobon Estate 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel (Ama-
dor County). Very ripe, very fruity and prac-

tically oozing across the palate, this full-bodied 
and very fairly priced wine tastes sweet and lightly 
tangy. The berry and plum flavors are quite concen-
trated, keeping the wine focused on fruit and fresh-
ness. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $13 

87 Great American Wine Company 2013 Zinfan-
del (California). Blackberry and boysenberry 

flavors so ripe they seem sweet fill out this smooth, 
full-bodied wine. The texture is soft and not at all 
tannic, letting the potent fruit flavors flow easily 
through the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Martin Ranch 2014 J.D. Hurley Zinfandel 
(Santa Clara Valley). Lots of spearmint, coy-

ote mint, hot licorice, ginger snaps and Dr Pepper 
spice up the strawberry fruit of this wine that pro-
vides a very herbal take on the grape. Oregano, mar-
joram, thyme and dill all make a showing on the sip, 
against a backbone of sweet cherry and blackberry 
fruit, finishing on cedar. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $26 

86 Ancient Peaks 2014 Zinfandel (Santa Mar-
garita Ranch). Cinnamon, leather, roasted 

beef and red cherry show on the nose of this bot-
tling from a winery that essentially enjoys its own 
appellation above the Cuesta Grade in the very 
southern corner of the Paso Robles region. Candied 
red apple and candied cherry show on the easy-
drinking, somewhat sweet sip, with more cinnamon 
and a touch of bay leaf. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $18 

86 Iron Hub 2013 Esola Zinfandel (Amador 
County). Rather light, easy-to-enjoy aromas 

suggesting fresh strawberry and raspberry, along 
with equally fruity flavors don’t indicate how full-
bodied and high-octane this wine is. Still, it has a 
smooth texture and lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $32 

86 Iron Hub 2013 Old Vine Zinfandel (Amador 
County). Very mellow and mature tast-

ing, this full-bodied wine leaves no rough edges 
or elbows sticking out, so sipping it is a pleasure. 
Aromas are savory, herbaceous and lightly earthy 
rather than fruity, and the flavors follow the same 
path. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $28 

86 Pech Merle 2013 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Val-
ley). Floral and brimming in baked-bread 

aromas, this full-bodied, full-flavored wine is sim-
ply layered, with muted characteristics of brambly 
berry, sage and leather. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $23 

85 Haraszthy 2013 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). 
This wine has a severity of sour cherry and 

yeasty baked bread on both the nose and palate, 
showing a lightness of touch in terms of ripeness 
and oak. It’s simple and bright. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

84 Kenwood 2014 Jack London Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Sonoma Mountain). Astringent 

tannin mars wild cherry and sage tones that take 
on a heightened sense of ripeness in this vineyard-
designate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

PETITE SIRAH

95 Carlisle 2014 Palisades Vineyard Petite Sirah 
(Napa Valley). This wine impresses from 

first pop, a complicated, well-crafted exploration 
of full-bodied flavor and brambly beauty. Blueberry 
pie, violet and cigar tease the nose as they follow 
through on a soft, supple layering of fine-tuned tex-
ture. But it’s the stony minerality and undeniable 
coaxing of white pepper that imprint the memory. 
This wine should only get better through 2034. Cel-
lar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $50 

93 Sobon Estate 2014 Rezerve Petite Sirah 
(Amador County). This big, brawny, boister-

ous wine is firing on all eight cylinders as it gener-
ates powerful and concentrated fruit flavors. Rich, 
warm tannins partner with a thick, velvety texture 
and lingering finish. It has that exuberant fruiti-
ness of some Zins but with more blueberry and dark 
chocolate, plus considerable heft and depth. Best 
through 2023. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $24 
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93 Theopolis 2013 Estate Grown Petite Sirah 
(Yorkville Highlands). For full review see 

page 8. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

92 Mauritson 2013 Madrone Spring Vineyard 
Petite Sirah (Rockpile). This wine is 100% 

varietal, aged entirely in French oak. Shy at first, it 
allows room for an earthy element of compost and is 
dark and brooding all around, with sizable, tamed, 
chalky tannin. Leather, black pepper, licorice and 
cinnamon all make an appearance, adding to the 
wine’s complexity and likability. —V.B. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $41 

92 Peachy Canyon 2014 Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

92 Stags’ Leap Winery 2013 Ne Cede Malis 
Estate Grown Petite Sirah (Stags Leap Dis-

trict). For full review see page 12. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $115 

91 Jaxon Keys 2013 Estate Allie Key’s Vineyard 
Petite Sirah (Mendocino). Mouthfilling, 

mouthcoating and full bodied, this dark-colored 
wine blends ripe but not sweet blackberry and 
black-cherry flavors with dark chocolate and bak-
ing-spice nuances for a complex and delicious taste 
profile. It’s rich enough in flavor and viscous enough 
in texture that the abundant tannins seem to be 
absorbed, and the mouthfeel is soothing. Best from 
2018–2023. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

91 Stags’ Leap Winery 2013 Petite Sirah (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 Wolff 2014 Petite Sirah (Edna Valley). This is 
a fascinating show of what a cooler climate 

can do to this usually unctuous grape. Aromas of 
Mediterranean spices, olives, leather, fresh forest 
herbs, rose hips, dewy thyme, raw beef, black pep-
per and soy lead into a sip full of gamy funk. Think 
rare lamb and venison, set against tart elderberry 
and pine sap, that coat the mouth with sticky tan-
nins. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

90 Jacob Franklin 2012 Hayne Vineyard Petite 
Sirah (Napa Valley). Aged in all-new Ameri-

can oak, this vineyard-designate is light bodied and 
restrained, a nice surprise for the variety. Soft, sim-
ple and bright, it shows a warmth of plum cake and 
Christmas spice, ending in a rainfall of black pepper. 
A nuanced, quiet wine, it should be enjoyed in its 
youth. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $75 

90 Klinker Brick 2014 Petite Sirah (Lodi). This 
wine has all the deep, dark color and firm 

tannins that are expected, but it pleasantly sweet-
ens the blackberry flavors ever so slightly and 

smooths the edges in terms of texture, for a big wine 
that’s also quite friendly. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

SYRAH

95 Cordant 2014 Presqu’ile Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 3. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

95 Stolpman 2014 Originals Syrah (Ballard Can-
yon). Very savory aromas of roasted lamb, 

bacon fat, teriyaki and crushed pepper meet with 
light blueberry and a touch of mint on the nose of 
this delicious, well-rounded bottling by winemaker 
Sashi Moorman from the vineyard’s oldest blocks. 
The palate kicks off with a zesty acidity, then come 
waves of black pepper-crusted beef roast, oregano, 
bay leaf, dark plum fruit and lavender. The solid 
structure ensures cellar potential but it’s ready to 
drink today. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

95 Terre Rouge 2013 Sentinel Oak Vineyard Pyr-
amid Block Syrah (Shenandoah Valley). This 

gorgeous, concentrated, mouthfilling wine is deli-
cious to sip now but will certainly improve in the 
cellar for a decade or more. Tempting black cherry 
and boysenberry flavors seem to swell in the mouth, 
while light baking-spice and black-pepper accents 
weave in and out. Even on the finish it keeps surging 
with dark fruits and spices. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

94 Alta Colina 2013 Toasted Slope Estate Syrah 
(Adelaida District). Roasted and raw beef, 

dried strawberry, crushed marjoram and salt-and-
pepper seasonings show on this Syrah. Extremely 
dark in the glass, it’s bolstered by 4% Grenache, 
4% Mourvèdre and 2% Viognier. Elderberry fruit 
kicks off the palate, following by pepper, coffee 
grinds, espresso beans and dark-chocolate sauce, 
surrounded by grippy tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $48 

94 Baker & Brain 2014 Le Mistral Vineyard Syrah 
(Monterey County). The nose on this wine 

from the dynamic duo of Fresno State professor/
winemaker Matt Brain and custom-crush manager/
winemaker Josh Baker is well integrated, showing 
layers of dark berries, soy, dried violets, candied 
blueberry and a touch of caramel. It’s soft and plush 
on the palate, with touches of milk chocolate, can-
died grapes and licorice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $42 

94 Golden Triangle 2013 Syrah (Paso Robles 
Willow Creek District). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $55 

94 Hecho por Ruben 2012 Harrison Clarke Vine-
yard Syrah (Ballard Canyon). Ruben “The 

Grape Whisperer” Solorzano may need a new cel-
lar-oriented nickname if he keeps turning out such 
excellent bottlings. This offers lots of white and 
black pepper on the nose alongside thyme, rose-
mary, black plum, licorice, black olive, roast beef 
and Mediterannean spice. The palate packs thyme, 
peppercorn, dried sage, black and green olive, 
espresso and green coffee beans atop underripe 
blackberry and strong elderberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

94 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 Jersey Girl 
Syrah (Paso Robles Willow Creek District). 

For full review see page 4. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $55 

94 Stolpman 2014 Angeli Syrah (Ballard Can-
yon). As the Stolpman family’s top-of-the-

line bottling each vintage, this wine impresses on 
all fronts. Candied boysenberry, dried lilac, snapped 
dark chocolate and hints of dried mint show on 
the nose. The entry into the palate is refined and 
soft with juicy mulberry and elderberry fruit plus 
touches of thyme and forest floor. Firm but polished 
tannins and a decent dose of acidity ensure long 
drinkability. Drink now–2029. Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $68 

94 Wedell Cellars 2012 Manchester Vineyard 
Syrah (Arroyo Grande Valley). There’s a lot 

to love in this bottling for those who enjoy cooler-
climate Syrah. But the tons of cracked black pepper, 
asphalt and gamy funk meet with enough elderberry 
and lavender to appeal to others as well. The palate 
packs a wide array of flavors, from anise to lavender 
to cracked peppercorn, with savory tar, dried elder-
berry and even some elderflower showing as well. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

93 Caliza 2013 Syrah (Paso Robles Willow Creek 
District). Dark in the glass, this wine by Carl 

Bowker offers fragrant vanilla, baked blueberry, a 
touch of pepper and coffee-cocoa foam on the rich 
and inviting nose. Hearty blueberry and blackberry 
fruit flavors are lifted by baking spice, bound to a 
tart, tannic, black-plum-skin-like structure. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $62 

93 Foxen 2014 Tinaquaic Vineyard Syrah (Santa 
Maria Valley). Violets, bacon fat and caramel 

sauce are drizzled across blueberry and olallieberry 
fruits on the nose of this bottling from Billy Wathen 
and Dick Dore. The palate is expertly integrated and 
deep with flavors of blackberry, pepper dust, tart 
black-plum skins, cocoa powder and roasted pork. 
It conveys classic Syrah flavors, done with grace. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $48 

93 Foxen 2014 Williamson-Dore Vineyard Syrah 
(Los Olivos District). Dark boysenberry, 

dried lilac and the slightest touch of tar show on 
the nose of this bottling, one of the first that Foxen 
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has labeled with the new Los Olivos District appel-
lation. Tart plum skins and elderberry show on 
the sip that is structured by solidly dry tannins 
accented by flavors of lavender and thyme. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $46 

93 Rendarrio Vineyards 2013 The Lost Ones 
Syrah (Santa Barbara County). A very rich 

nose offers blackberry syrup, crème de cassis, 
crushed pepper, lilac, light asphalt and soy sauce 
on this bottling by Ryan Render. The palate is well 
integrated, with black cherry and black plum enliv-
ened by licorice, crushed marjoram and cinnamon 
that lead into ginger snaps and a milk-chocolate fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

93 Stolpman 2014 Estate Grown Syrah (Ballard 
Canyon). Dark aromas of black currant and 

black olive meet with charred beef and supple herbs 
of dill and anise on this wine’s excellent nose. The 
sip is very full and hefty in body, allied with a juicy 
acidity and fruity character of concentrated black-
berry that’s imminently appealing. More elegant 
touches of lavender, rosemary and incense round 
out the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

92 Eberle 2014 Steinbeck Vineyard Syrah (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 15% Price: $28 

92 Lynch Wines 2013 Strummer Syrah (Sierra 
Foothills). Concentrated, well structured 

and not too full bodied, this is an almost architec-
tural wine in how it fills out the palate and clings 
to the taste buds. It has an appetizing texture due 
to fine-grained tannins, a sense of ripeness without 
overripeness, plus deep and layered fruit, coffee and 
black-pepper nuances. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $25 

92 Nelle 2014 Syrah (California). Blackberry 
and ripe elderberry meet with white pep-

per and thyme on the nose of this bottling by wine-
maker Tyler Russell. It’s soft and syrupy on the 
sip, with rich blueberry, blackberry and a touch of 
kirsch made more interesting by a hint of anise and 
mint on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $36 

92 Stolpman 2014 Hilltops Syrah (Ballard Can-
yon). Deep notes of elderberry and pepper 

meet with roasted lamb on the somewhat reductive 
nose of this bottling. The structure is a bit rigid at 
this early date, giving a lengthy frame to flavors of 
deep purple fruit, brown baking spices and a touch 
of vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

91 Beckmen 2013 Block Six Purisima Mountain 
Vineyard Syrah (Ballard Canyon). Deeply 

concentrated mulberry, fig and violet aromas arise 
alongside black pepper, roast beef and lavender on 
this classically styled bottling from a small part of 

the Beckmen family’s mountaintop vineyard. Fla-
vors are elegantly layered, with dark olallieberry 
fruit, roasted fennel and gingerbread spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $60 

91 J. Lohr 2014 Estates South Ridge Syrah (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 21. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Foxen 2014 Toasted Rope Syrah (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Rustic aromas of blackberry, 

leather, pepper, dried violet and a light tar show on 
the nose of this appellation-blend bottling. Cocoa 
and dark elderberry appear on the sip, along with 
dried herb. It’s a light style of Syrah, but vibrant and 
versatile. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $44 

89 Malibu 2014 Syrah (California). There is a 
lot of promise in this bottling from a single 

vineyard 1,200 feet above the Malibu coast. Baked 
blackberry, red plum and sultry strawberry notes 
appear alongside savory roasted beef and herbs. 
There’s enough pepper on the palate to indicate 
Syrah, but the fruit is lighter than usual, with 
bramble and raspberry lifted by touches of fennel 
and dill. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $30 

89 Pianetta 2013 Syrah (Monterey). This bot-
tling is fresh and herbal on the nose, with 

sagebrush, charcoal and charred lamb aromas as 
well as a touch of red fruit. Dried oregano and mar-
joram mix with pepper, charred beef and rosemary 
on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

88 Rideau 2014 Thompson Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). Bright purple 

flowers, boysenberries, tar and a waxy, fruit-coat-
ing aroma show on the nose of this bottling from a 
vineyard near Los Alamos that is known for Rhône 
varietals. Tart boysenberry, plum, raspberry and 
elderberry appear on the sip, which is strong in 
acidity. Touches of white pepper, oregano, anise and 
charcoal accent the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $39 

87 Rideau 2014 Estate Syrah (Los Olivos Dis-
trict). Baked red cherry, crushed clove, iron 

and rose petals make for standard aromas on this 
bottling, although they are fairly light and simple 
here. There is a sizzle of acitity on the palate, where 
juicy strawberry and olallieberry flavors are easy to 
enjoy, made more complex by graphite and cedar 
touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

GRENACHE

94 Hecho por Ruben 2012 Kimsey Vineyard 
Grenache (Ballard Canyon). Ruben “The 

Grape Whisperer” Solorzano leaves the vineyard to 
try his hand in the cellar, and the results are magi-

cal. Deep rose and fresh lilac aromas make for an 
extreme florality, followed by blackberry and black-
plum scents. Purple flowers also show on the pal-
ate, where a nice sizzle of acidity unleashes candied 
grape flavors and a spicy pepper element. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

94 Nelle 2014 Grenache (California). For full 
review see page 5. 

abv: 15.2% Price: $36 

92 Cordant 2014 Wills hills Vineyard Grenache 
(Paso Robles). This is not a dainty Gre-

nache, with boysenberry syrup, purple flowers, 
vanilla, clove cream and Christmas spices redolent 
on the nose. It’s rich on the palate, with blackberry 
syrup, baked blueberry and vanilla, but also reflec-
tive of the variety, with violet, clove, pepper and a 
touch of asphalt. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $42 

91 Herman Story 2013 On the Road Grenache 
(California). This is a hearty and quite deli-

cious wine, although nuances of the Grenache grape 
are overshadowed by richness. Roasted duck, bacon 
fat, smoked pork loin and freshly sliced filet mignon 
show on the nose, with violet and blueberry-syrup 
touches. The palate offers licorice, pepper, blue-
berry sauce and a very soft texture. —M.K. 
abv: 16.1% Price: $48 

91 Parducci 2014 Reserve Grenache (Mendocino). 
For full review see page 15. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

89 Iron Hub 2013 Estate Bottled Grenache 
(Shenandoah Valley). Very tasty, this full-

bodied but not heavy wine has an earthy, iron-y vein 
running through ripe fruit and black-pepper flavors, 
giving it unusual complexity. The balance is good, 
lending a smooth but lively feeling on the palate. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

88 Rideau 2014 Estate Grenache (Los Olivos 
District). Quite light in the glass, the aro-

mas on this bottling are also a bit weak, with cin-
namon and red fruits emerging with patience. It’s 
light and lithe on the palate, with candied cherry, 
rose petals and tons of cracked pepper making for a 
lengthy, grippy sip. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

84 Jaxon Keys 2013 Estate Ravazzi Vineyard 
Grenache (Mendocino). An unsual combina-

tion of almost-sweet fruit flavors and a vivid vegetal 
element makes this full-bodied, rustic wine an out-
lier. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $26 

BARBERA

91 High Valley 2013 Barbera (High Valley). This 
wine from a small, high-elevation district 
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in Lake County adds fresh cherry and raspberry 
aromas to rich, softly spicy fruit and oak flavors. 
Smooth and easy in texture, it’s supported by good 
acidity and moderate tannnis in a style for which 
Barbera is well known in Italy. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

91 Monte Smith 2014 Pauli Ranch Barbera (Men-
docino). For full review see page 14. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

90 Naggiar 2014 Reserve Barbera (Sierra Foot-
hills). Deep color and lots of concentration 

make this full-bodied wine stand out. It has smoky, 
black-peppery aromas along with ripe but not sweet 
blackberry and black-cherry flavors. Firm tannins 
add texture. This boldness needs rich food for a 
pairing. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $37 

90 Pianetta 2013 Barbera (Central Coast). All-
spice, cinnamon cookies and nutmeg kick 

off the nose of this bottling, then come turned earth 
and blueberry fruit. Hearty blueberry and black-
berry fruits show on the sip alongside coffee grinds 
and cooked meats. It’s quite hearty in structure, but 
fruity all around. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $34 

89 Enotria 2012 Barbera (Mendocino County). 
Mellow, smooth and lightly spicy, this wine 

is well balanced and polished. It shows lots of berry 
flavors plus a bit of cedar and cinnamon while 
cleansing the palate with good fruit acidity and light 
tannins. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

89 Oak Farm Vineyards 2014 Barbera (Lodi). 
Apropos of the winery name, this wine has 

a beautiful oak blanket wrapped around its cherry 
and raspberry flavors. Clove, cinnamnon and cedar 
aromas lead to mulled-wine characteristics on the 
palate. It’s a very perfumed and attractive wine for 
oak lovers. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

86 Naggiar 2014 Barbera (Sierra Foothills). 
Gushing blackberry aromas and flavors 

along with a lean, rather crisp texture make this 
medium-bodied, somewhat tannic wine fun to 
drink. It would go with casual and rich foods like 
ribs or fried chicken. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $27 

83 Domenico 2011 Barbera (Lake County). An 
unusually light brownish color leads to 

earthy aromas and subtle earthy, cola-like flavors. 
This wine tastes overly mature for its age but is 
interesting to taste. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

PINOT NOIR

95 Lynmar 2014 Monastery Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). The new oak is dialed down a 

bit to 33% in this memorable red from the produc-
er’s estate Quail Hill Vineyard. Lovely in every way, 
it opens in rose petals and a subtlety of Asian five-
spice, before a succulence of cranberry, rhubarb and 
orange unleash a fullness of fruit and lush texture 
on the palate. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

95 Lynmar 2014 Summit Block Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Another knockout of this 

vintage from this site, a portion within the larger 
estate Quail Hill Vineyard, Summit is perfumed 
and pretty, full bodied without ever seeming heavy. 
Crisp punches of strawberry, cherry and a streak of 
lemon tartness please the palate in an endless loop 
of complex, velvety texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

95 Wedell Cellars 2010 Hillside Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Edna Valley). A prime example of 

why Pinot Noir is great to release later in its life, 
this six-year-old wine is signing with concentrated 
strawberry, iron, dried rose petals, stewed black 
cherry and raw beef. The palate is quite earthy but 
also packs black plum, vanilla, pepper, thyme and 
marjoram into a wondrous and complete package. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

94 El Lugar 2014 Rincon Vineyards Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $46 

94 Gainey 2014 Limited Selection Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Baked black plum, gin-

gerbread, dried mint, clove-laden cherry pie and a 
touch of light licorice show on the nose of this rich 
style of Pinot from the Santa Ynez-based, family-
owned winery. The palate starts with rich black-
cherry fruit, but then dives into an intriguing wash 
of thyme, sagebrush and anise, finishing on dried 
cranberry and pomegranate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

94 La Follette 2014 Hawk’s Roost Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This wine 

is both incredibly pretty and wild, a tenacious qual-
ity of feral forest and ocean at its core. Honeysuckle 
and rose provide the beauty first, followed by a 
depth of gorgeous cherry, strawberry and rhubarb, 
the fruit alive and fresh atop a gravelly texture of 
complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

94 Macauley 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

94 Melville 2014 Block M Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Lots of red flowers, from roses to 

hibiscus, show alongside plump candied red cher-
ries, exotic Asian spice, black tea and hearty chap-
arral herbs on the nose of this bottling. The palate 
is heavy with bay leaf, thyme and eucalyptus served 
atop a strawberry-cherry base. It’s earthy and 
herbal, yet redolent with ripeness. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

94 Pali 2014 Rancho la Vina Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Red plum, white sage, 

graphite and iron combine for a well-defined nose 
on this bottling from an iconic vineyard in the 
region. Winemaker Aaron Walker walks the line 
between depth and lightness on the palate, where 
light cranberry fruit pairs with smoked meat, oreg-
ano and marjoram seasonings. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $58 

94 Ryan Cochrane 2014 Solomon Hills Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). The 

eponymous winemaker of this brand is based in San 
Francisco, from which, in this bottling, he turns 
out a stunner. Focused, intense, energetic and yet 
delicate, the nose is full of just-ripe raspberries, 
bay leaf, thyme, eucalyptus and chipped slate. A sip 
reveals crushed herbs galore, from oregano to anise, 
set against tart pomegranate and red plums. Men-
thol shows on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $43 

94 Small Vines 2014 MK Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). This smoky, earthy, soft 

and delicate wine comes from an estate vineyard 
planted in 1999 in the Occidental Hills. Rose petals 
and cranberry mingle effortlessly on the silky pal-
ate, while a bite of black tea and tannin tease on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $82 

94 Talbott 2014 Diamond T Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Monterey). Hailing from a precipi-

tously perched vineyard above Carmel Valley on the 
coastal end of the region, this bottling offers baked 
red cherries, beets, rhubarb pie, cinnamon spice 
and a touch of iron-rich soil on the nose. There’s a 
powerful chalky grip to the sip, with rising oregano 
and marjoram herbs laid across an earthy core of 
deep red fruit and peppercorns. The finish shows 
dried mint. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $52 

94 Wedell Cellars 2012 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). English breakfast tea, light plum, 

dark strawberry, rhubarb, thyme and lavender swirl 
in the heady nose of this bottling. It’s elegant and 
floral on the palate, with more lavender and lots 
of bergamot and Earl Grey flavors that linger long 
through the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Brophy Clark 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Maria 
Valley). Though an appellation blend, this 

bottling often comes from a single vineyard and 
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is treated with great care, resulting in a complete 
package. That starts with baked red cherry, mul-
berry and tangy plum on the nose, dusted with nut-
meg and hickory smoke. The intriguing flavor pro-
file offers tangy black raspberry, suave hibiscus and 
other red-flower touches along with clove stick and 
cinnamon spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

93 Bruliam 2014 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Hearty sagebrush, 

rust and dust meet with dried Montgomery cherry 
and tart pomegranate aromas on the nose of this 
bottling from a Healdsburg-based producer. It’s lus-
cious on the palate with ripe plum fruit and tons of 
baking spice, from cinnamon to clove cream, nut-
meg and vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $46 

93 Cakebread 2014 Two Creeks Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review see 

page 6. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

93 Couloir 2014 John Sebastiano VIneyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Baked black cherry and 

black plum meet with lots of crushed gravel and 
light fennel on the nose of this bottling that is all 
about fruit and earth, rather than herb and spice. 
Tart red plum and sour raspberry show upon the 
palate’s gravelly texture, but darker red fruit awaits 
in the midpalate along with char and a touch of soy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $52 

93 El Lugar 2014 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $46 

93 Kynsi 2013 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Turned earth is very 

apparent on the nose of this bottling from the his-
toric vineyard, with crushed shale and loam dust as 
well as cinnamon spice and a red-cherry backbone. 
The sip shows deep pomegranate and black-rasp-
berry fruit with gingerbread, hibiscus and a touch 
of thyme. It’s rich in the midpalate, with extreme 
spice throughout. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

93 Kynsi 2013 Stone Corral Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Edna Valley). Deep aromas of hibiscus, rose 

buds, dark red berries and sugar plums are spiced 
up by cola, crushed pencils and lots of garrigue on 
this bottling. The palate is clean and crisp, with 
snappy raspberry, light cranberry and lots more 
chaparral-like herbs, including wild thyme, bay lau-
rel, lavender and fennel pollen. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

93 Lincourt 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Loring Wine Company 2015 Garys’ Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Deep, 

rich aromas of baked plum, rhubarb pie, star anise, 
red cinnamon, forest floor and gingerbread show on 
this nose of this wine from a vineyard planted by the 
two Garys, Pisoni and Franscioni. The palate is full 
of baked raspberry and cinnamon-and-clove-spiced 
cookies, remaining elegant and layered throughout 
the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

93 Loring Wine Company 2015 Rancho La Viña 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). A bril-

liant combination of rich fruit, hearty spice and 
lovely florality shows on the nose of this bottling 
by Brian Loring, conveying deep red cherry, cola, 
rose buds, hibiscus, star anise, dark clove and mace. 
The palate recalls baked goods laced with allspice 
and drizzled in black-plum sauce. The richness is 
attention-grabbing. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

93 Nielson by Byron 2014 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Comprised solely of old-school Swan 

and Calera clones, this bottling offers red cherry-
cinnamon-mocha foam on the well-integrated, mul-
tilayered nose, along with some heartier plum and 
vanilla. It tightens on the sip to reveal strawberry 
fruit but also oregano, raw beef and lots of floral-
ity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

93 Pali 2014 Huber Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Hibiscus and raspberry mesh 

with lots of iron and a touch of smoke on the nose 
of this bottling from a vineyard that the winery 
leases. That iron and rust character shows on the 
palate too, up against a dried strawberry and ripe 
cranberry backdrop. Flinty minerality and minty 
herbs enhance this light and lithe wine that is full 
of character. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $54 

93 Peake Ranch 2014 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
This is the first round of wines from this 

project by John Wagner, who owns parts of Sierra 
Madre and John Sebastiano vineyards, and wine-
maker Paul Lato. Black-plum skins, roasted game, 
anise and sandalwood aromas show on the nose. 
Earthy and zesty, the palate delivers cranberry-beet 
juice along with roasted fennel, eucalyptus oil and 
bitter Earl Grey tea touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

93 Rideau 2014 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). From one of the more 

popular vineyards in the appellation, this bottling 
shows strawberry fruit, allspice, black pepper, can-
died cherry and cinnamon on the nose. A strong 
sizzle of acidity marks the sip, with intriguingly 
deep raspberry, tangy cranberry, white pepper and 
crushed-slate flavors. Though light in body, it is 
heavy in flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $46 

93 Scar of the Sea 2014 Seven Leagues Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Though this is 

their appellation blend, Mikey Giugni and Michael 
Brughelli don’t hold back, offering elegant aromas of 
rose petals, purple flowers, rich pomegranate fruit, 
rusty strawberries and light vanilla on the nose. The 
palate begins with a light cranberry-raspberry fla-
vor that deepens into tart mulberry before showing 
dried rose petals, uncrushed clove and a lava-rock 
minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $46 

93 Small Vines 2014 Baranoff Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

From a vineyard planted in rocky red soil, this wine 
shows a depth of concentrated and intense cran-
berry and black tea. It’s currently youthful in feel, 
with structured tannins and full, rich chocolate and 
coffee flavors. It will benefit from time in the cellar, 
so enjoy 2020–2024. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $82 

93 Small Vines 2014 TBH Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). A first-release from this 

site, this is a balanced, lightly textured wine, pretty 
in rose and lavender, with an intriguing shock of 
white pepper. Baked cherry and plum find compan-
ionship in savory clove and cinnamon on the deli-
cate palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $82 

93 Thomas Fogarty 2013 Kent Berry Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). This bot-

tling kicks off with a strikingly distinct aromatic 
profile recalling an elegant fruit punch, with hibis-
cus, raspberry sorbet, sour-cherry candy, sandal-
wood, incense and an underlying anise scent. Plump 
raspberry shows on the rounded red-fruit palate, 
with a minty, herbal touches of cedar and tobacco. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $50 

93 Transcendence 2014 La Encantada Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Cola, smoked 

cherries, rhubarb, earthy beets, crushed cloves and 
a touch of iron show on the nose of this wine by 
Kenneth Joey Gummere. The attention-grabbing 
texture on the grippy palate unleashes flavors of 
earthy rhubarb, beet, rose hips and a touch of mint. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

93 Wedell Cellars 2011 The Row Find Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Gravel, chaparral, sage-

brush, mulberry and fig aromas show on the nose 
of this bottling from a distinct row of grapes. The 
strong herbal profile on the palate ranges from oreg-
ano and marjoram to thyme, rosemary and a touch 
of juniper, all set against black-plum fruit. It’s firmly 
structured, very dry and deftly restrained. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

93 Wolff 2013 Dijon Clones Selection Pinot Noir 
(Edna Valley). Bright and ready-to-burst 

flavors of raspberry and just-ripe cranberry show 
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on the nose of this bottling that also features tart-
ness and graphite minerality alongside vanilla and 
baking spice. More of an underripe character shows 
on the forest-floor palate, where thyme and marjo-
ram mix with tangy red fruit, pine needle and juni-
per. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $29 

93 Wrights Station 2013 Arena Block Pinot Noir 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Herbal and chapar-

ral-driven, this bottling from a specific estate block 
shows bay leaf, thyme, oregano and menthol notes 
against a ripe cranberry aromatic base. The earthy 
palate offers beet, rhubarb, oregano, marjoram and 
anise. Camphor, juniper and pine needle kick in 
toward the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $39 

93 Zoetic Wines 2014 Block 21 Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Baking spice wraps 

around sizzling acidity in this well-made, full-bod-
ied red from the heart of the appellation’s Westside 
Road. Dark fruit is represented within a stemmy, 
brooding and slightly carbonic texture that’s com-
plex and rewarding. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $65 

92 Acacia 2013 Winery Lake Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Carneros). For full review 

see page 9. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Bernardus 2014 Pisoni VIneyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Fresh and zesty 

notes of strawberry, bright raspberry, white pepper 
and herbal touches of fennel show on the nose of 
this wine from an iconic vineyard. The herbal influ-
ence goes big on the sip, where, thyme, oregano, 
bay leaf and fennel decorate the light raspberry and 
cranberry fruit, with vanilla on the finish. It pres-
ents a lighter take than usual from this site. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

92 Blue Rock 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
The producer sources from three sites, each 

vineyard-designate worthy: Cleary Ranch and Ray-
hill Vineyard in Freestone, and Stiling Vineyard in 
Russian River Valley. Together they sing, coaxing 
spicy white pepper and clove from the grapes while 
a velvety texture of firm tannin provides support. 
Raspberry and baked cherry highlight the fruit fla-
vors. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $60 

92 David Bruce 2013 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Spicy cardamom adds to the exotic 

perfume that opens this wine that is juicy in acidity 
and bright with crisp red cherry. Refreshing, it takes 
on more weight and substance as it glides effort-
lessly to the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

92 Davies 2014 Hyde Vineyards Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). This is the second vintage from 

this producer to showcase this site, one of the mar-

quee vineyards in the appellation. With a slightly 
bitter tinge of black tea, it shows orange, clove 
and strawberry around a lovely, earthy underbelly. 
Medium bodied and bold, the acidity is integrated 
and supportive, providing a fresh antidote to the 
strength of the tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Husch 2014 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
Husch is one of the original Anderson Valley 

wineries and has not been a particular Pinot Noir 
star, but this fantastic 2014 may start a trend. Fresh 
and alive, the wine is medium bodied but packs lots 
of tangy cherry and almost jammy plum flavors into 
a smooth but lightly tannic texture that provides 
great structure. Simply delicious, it’s balanced well 
enough to enjoy time after time. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

92 Loring Wine Company 2015 Sierra Mar Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Candied cranberry and grape meet with light nut-
meg, gingersnap cookies and wet slate on the rich, 
interesting nose of this wine by Lompoc-based 
Brian Loring. The palate is power-packed and spicy, 
with boysenberry, sandalwood, cedar, incense, star 
anise and black-tea touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

92 Lucienne 2014 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Lucienne 2014 Hook Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Rhubarb, ripe 

cherry and wet slate show on this wine, one of the 
many higher-end, single-vineyard expressions that 
winemaker Paul Clifton makes for the Hahn family. 
Hearty beet juice and lots of star anise show on the 
sip that is redolent with dark, wild berries. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Lucienne 2014 Smith Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Lynmar 2014 Block 10 Quail Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Full and 

roundly lush, this is a big, bold wine from a specially 
selected site within an estate vineyard. It imparts 
smoked meat alongside rich, spiced plum, an under-
current of rosemary and herbes de Provence whip-
ping in between the fruit and generous tannin. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Peake Ranch 2014 John Sebastiano Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Plum fruit, 

smoked pork and sandalwood mesh with some 
funky game on the nose of this bottling from a new 
winery owned by John Wagner, with winemaker 
Paul Lato at the helm. It’s light in body, with sultry 

cranberry fruit and touches of thyme, white pepper 
and iron. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

92 Siduri 2014 Sonatera Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Black pepper and orange 

rind complement one another aromatically before 
riding a medium-bodied layering of soft, seductive 
texture and acidity, additionally highlighted in rhu-
barb and black tea. As the wine builds complexity 
in the glass, it shows a minerality marked by earthy 
mint on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $49 

92 Small Vines 2014 Estate Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). A proprietor’s blend 

from three estate properties, this wine has a depth 
of flavor that’s compelling and complex, opening 
in a heady floral combination of rose and lavender. 
From there, it imparts a crispness of cranberry and 
cassis, dusted in cardamom and a touch of forest 
floor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

92 Talbott 2014 Logan Sleepy Hollow Vineyard 
Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-

lands). For full review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $27 

92 Talbott 2014 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

For full review see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

92 Theopolis 2014 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

92 Wrights Station 2013 Cave Block Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Beet and 

dark cranberry juice make for a very deep red-fruit 
entry to this bottling that is lifted by bay leaf, thyme 
and anise on the nose. It’s easy, clean and refreshing 
in a lighter style on the sip, with dried strawberry 
and red plum spiced up by star anise and fennel. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $49 

92 Ziata 2013 Chenoweth Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). This satisfyingly full-bodied, 

dense wine offers a wealth of baked strawberry 
complemented by a fistful of clove, cinnamon and 
Asian five-spice. The tannins are firm and sup-
ported by moderate acidity, while strong elements 
of forest floor and sautéed mushroom add to the 
savory nature of it all. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

91 A.P. Vin 2014 Kanzler Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Tannic waves of tartness 

add to a complicated, slightly carbonic edginess 
in this wine, accentuated by ripe black fruit that 
almost seems baked. Spicy acidity and a hit of for-
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est floor make it savory and substantially reward-
ing. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $56 

91 Bernardus 2014 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Cranberry 

juice, touches of juniper and muddy-soil notes arise 
on the nose of this bottling from a popular vineyard 
in the region. The earthy palate combines a line 
of beet juice with clay, turned earth, black plum 
and dried pine needles, framed by chalky tannins. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Bernardus 2013 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Clean and classic aromas of dark-red 

fruit, from cherry to bramble, meet with candied 
rose petal and clove aromas on the nose of this 
appellation blend. The palate is led by allspice and 
dried mint, all packaged in a medium-bodied for-
mat. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Blair 2013 Delfina’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Seco). Peppery herbs lead the nose 

on this bottling, with sagebrush, bay leaf and rust 
giving depth to the light cranberry and raspberry 
fruit. The palate is earthy with juniper and turned-
loam flavors, plus more bay leaf, iron cranberry and 
some rhubarb. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

91 David Bruce 2013 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). 
This is a deliciously spicy exploration of wild 

strawberry and succulent waves of medium-bodied 
earth and structure. Lengthy and complex, it makes 
a case for the beauty that can come from blending 
from various vineyards. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $36 

91 En Garde 2013 Olivet Court Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). This wine is made entirely from 

the Martini clone of the variety, a heritage clone 
that imparts a lovely perfume of raspberry and rose 
that’s hard to resist. Moderately spicy cola seasons 
a voluptuous midpalate that fills with length as the 
wine develops, never letting go of its unshakeable 
prettiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $54 

91 Migration 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Monte Smith 2014 Leras Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This is made from a 

cool vineyard site, low in elevation and often cov-
ered in fog. The wine is sultry and velvety, with a 
smoky edge wrapped in candied cherry and cin-
namon. It’s overdelivers in terms of price as well. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

91 Puma Road 2012 Apex Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Hearty rhubarb, 

cranberry and cherry notes meet with copious 
spices, from allspice to cinnamon to vanilla, on 
the nose of this bottling that also shows dust and 
cigar box. It’s boisterous with fresh flavors on the 
palate, where black raspberry and juicy strawberry 
flavors are cut by sharp spice and a pine-needle fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 R2 2013 Guidici Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This is a clear, light wine, aged lightly 

in oak, only 30% of it new. Wild brush and burnt 
orange dominate in taste and aroma, with addi-
tional characteristics of rhubarb, red cherry and 
lovely rose. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $68 

91 Rideau 2014 Garey Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). A healthy dose of potpourri 

and lavender kick off the nose of this bottling, with 
sweet pine, plum and raspberry waves inviting one 
in for repeat sniffs. Cedar, sandalwood and incense 
touches show on the palate, where tangy plum fruit 
and roasting herbs start to delve toward the olive 
and Mediterranean spice rack as well. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $46 

91 Saintsbury 2014 Pratt Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From the Pratt Vineyard on 

Sexton Road, this impressive offering is bold and 
lush, smoothly textured even in its concentration of 
thick red cherry and forest. It exalts in a shock of 
white pepper that is beautiful to behold. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

91 Saintsbury 2014 Sundawg Ridge Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Green Valley). Cranberry and 

strawberry make for a pretty, fruity wine that’s vel-
vety in texture and full bodied in depth and length. 
Black tea and a backbeat of orange and lemon add 
to the tartness of this layered, complex red. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

91 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Talisman 2013 Adastra Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Los Carneros). Adastra is an organically 

farmed vineyard and the wine shows an earthy 
profile that’s substantial and defining. Full bodied 
and ripe, it rides a tension of acidity that provides 
freshness, seasoned in tart cherry and pomegran-
ate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $56 

91 Talisman 2013 Gunsalus Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). From a sloped vine-

yard in Green Valley, this impressive wine is spicy 
in cardamom with plenty of forest floor character, 
a tanginess dominant on the full-bodied palate. 
Orange zest and cranberry accent fine-tuned tannin 
and subtle oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $54 

91 Talisman 2013 Weir Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yorkville Highlands). The antithesis of a 

squeaky-clean commercial wine, this funky but 
compelling and complex bottling is an adventure 
to drink. Brownish in color, it conveys strong earth, 
spice and new-leather notes in the aroma, followed 
by flavors like black tea, rhubarb and cedar. While 
it was aged for an unusually long time in 70% new 
French oak, it comes off as layered and spicy but not 
at all overoaked. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

91 The Calling 2014 Fox Den Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 15. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $62 

91 White Hart Wine 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). From a vineyard that’s 40 years 

old, this smartly priced bottling shows vanilla, 
clove, hickory smoke and black cherry on the hearty 
nose. The palate is soft upon entry, showing more of 
that clove against a baked black-plum background. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Acacia 2013 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Acacia 2013 Thornton Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 

16. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Angeline 2015 Reserve Pinot Noir (Men-
docino). For full review see page 16. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

90 Balletto 2014 BCD Vineyard Estate Grown 
Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-

ley). For full review see page 16. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

90 Balletto 2014 Sexton Hill Vineyard Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Russian 

River Valley). For full review see page 16. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $42 

90 Bernardus 2014 Gary’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Mulberry, crushed 

slate, turned earth and a touch of clove can be found 
on the nose of this bottling from a vineyard planted 
by the Franscioni and Pisoni families. The sip shows 
rusty rhubarb and beet juice, with some tart cran-
berry, sour cherry and graphite rounding out the 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 65% Price: $65 

90 En Garde 2013 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Light in color and lightly spiced, 

this wine has a leathery undertone that veers into 
intriguing aspects of baking spice, white pepper and 
sap. Full bodied and densely concentrated, the fruit 
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is clearly defined and on the brighter spectrum of 
red cherry, strawberry and cranberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Gracianna 2014 Bacigalupi Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Sanguine and 

meaty, this big-shouldered wine from a prime site 
on Westside Road showcases a ripeness of black 
cherry accented in forest floor, cola and cardamom. 
Mellow oak contributes softness to the texture as a 
length of licorice takes over at the end. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $52 

90 La Crema 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
For full review see page 18. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 La Follette 2014 Sangiacomo Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Smoky tar and oak 

meet baked huckleberry in this soft, textured and 
lengthy wine from this great family of grape grow-
ers. Moderate acidity allows for a ripe, full-bodied 
expression of the variety. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

90 Lucienne 2014 Lone Oak Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 18. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 On Point 2014 Christina’s Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(North Coast). Full bodied and definitely 

fruity without being sweet, this wine from Fulcrum 
comes straight at the taste buds with opulent black 
cherry and tart raspberry flavors on a vivid texture. 
Having spent 15 months in French oak before bot-
tling, it tastes a bit dense and muted at this point, 
and should be best after 2018. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

90 Ron Rubin 2013 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). This earthy, cool-climate 

wine is perfumed in a delicate layering of rose and 
spice, with subtle additions of brown sugar, tart 
cranberry and rhubarb. The oak is muted and sup-
portive, while the body is light and bright. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

90 Ryan Cochrane 2014 Fiddlestix Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This is a very 

light expression of the grape from a San Francisco-
based producer, with thyme, chaparral, cranberry, 
tart pomegranate juice and wet clay on the nose. 
The palate shows light, tangy cherry juice, fennel, 
crushed olive and peppery spice. It will work well 
for fans of this style, but there’s not enough there 
to entertain the mainstream Pinot Noir fan. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $43 

90 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 Winemaker’s Release 
Owsley Single Block Estate Bottled Pinot 

Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review see page 
20. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

89 Calstar Cellars 2012 Sangiacomo Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This wine dis-

closes a richness of compost-like earthiness, rose 
petal and black tea. Medium bodied, it also shows 
dried herb and wild strawberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

89 Medlock Ames 2014 Moss Oak Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Cloudy with a touch 

of reduction on the nose, this wine opens with a 
heady perfume of roses, kirsch and crushed straw-
berries, tight and lively on the palate in fresh acid-
ity. It remains highly aromatic in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

89 Paul Dolan 2014 Pinot Noir (Potter Valley). 
For full review see page 20. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 R2 2013 Day Ranch Pinot Noir (Anderson 
Valley). A light garnet color along with 

lightly earthy and spicy flavors fit this wine into the 
old school, where it offers nice balance, elegant tex-
ture and complex nuances of tea, cherry and rasp-
berry. There is no heavy, overripe fruit or extreme 
oakiness to get in the way of pure enjoyment. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

89 Sundae wines 2014 Pinot Noir (California). 
This spicy, medium-bodied wine is heav-

ily sprinkled with cinnamon and nutmeg aromas. It 
tucks layers of red cherry and raspberry into the fla-
vors while soothing the palate with a velvety, easy-
to-sip texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

89 Wrights Station 2013 777 Clones Pinot Noir 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). This clonal study 

could have used a touch of help from other clones, 
but it’s still a very tasty and vibrant wine. Quite 
light in the glass, it shows rust, earth, forest floor 
and tart berries on the dainty nose. The equally 
demure palate offers light cranberry plus touches of 
thyme and white pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $39 

89 Wrights Station 2013 Far Away Block Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Though quite 

light in the glass, this bottling shows dark Indian 
spices and cinnamon as well as strawberry and can-
died cherry on the nose. Those same red fruits arise 
on the palate, lifted by thyme, more cinnamon and a 
peppery spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $49 

88 Acacia 2013 Reserve Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
This wine is bold and brawny, defined by 

big, oaky tannin and concentrated weight. Fresh 
black cherry develops a candied quality in the glass, 
while an earthy undercurrent of minty forest adds 
complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Belle Ambiance 2014 Pinot Noir (California). 
For full review see page 21. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Calstar Cellars 2013 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Light in color and texture, this wine 

at first is muted and shy, getting spicier and earthier 
as it goes, with a baked strawberry-compote flavor 
at its core. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

88 Carmel Road 2015 Panorama Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Arroyo Seco). This wine is somewhat 

shy in aroma, with rust, light raspberry, cherry, 
gravel, dust and a slight cola element arising with 
patience. Bright red-cherry fruit and hibiscus 
shows on the sip, yet it’s a tad dried out. Slate and 
riverstone touches add minerality, and the structure 
is defined by a rocky grip. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

88 Chime 2015 Pinot Noir (California). Con-
centrated oak aromas and flavors are the 

hallmarks of this medium-bodied, full-flavored 
and attractively priced wine. Lush plum and black-
cherry notes vie for attention, but oaky accents like 
cedar, nutmeg and cinnamon stay in the forefront 
from the aroma through the soft texture to the fin-
ish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 En Garde 2013 Starkey Hill Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). This is a smooth, well-

mannered and distinctly varietal wine, richly 
rewarding in cola spice and earthy black tea, with a 
juicy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $54 

88 Martin Ranch 2014 J.D.Hurley R.E.D. Vine-
yards Pinot Noir (Central Coast). A powerful 

aroma of incense arises on the nose of this bottling, 
along with thyme, rosemary and a pomegranate 
touch. That herbal presence is strong on the sip as 
well, with more thyme and oregano as well as juni-
per and forest floor. Dark-red fruit gives it a base, 
and the finish shows off a menthol element. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $22 

88 Pessagno 2013 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Fig, black plum, dried cherry and 

chai spice show on the nose of this bottling from 
River Road south of Salinas. Heavy flavors of dried 
black cherry and dried cranberry show on the sip, 
lifted by eucalyptus oil, juniper and black-tea ele-
ments. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $42 

88 Portalupi 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
This ripe, full-bodied coastal wine retains 

a wealth of smoky bacon layered atop baked blue-
berry, the fruit seasoned in cinnamon. Warm and 
robust, the flavors are lush and supremely rich. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 
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88 R2 2014 Lennox Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Savory sandalwood, leather and 

black fruit are surrounded by a strong, persistent 
grip of solid tannin in this spicy, cola-layered wine. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $54 

88 The Forager 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Earthy and herbal, this wine shows 

a bitter twinge of black tea and clove-punctured 
orange while revealing a seductive texture of 
medium-bodied freshness. It will make a fine com-
panion for the table. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $27 

87 Inconceivable 2015 The Fog Prince Pinot Noir 
(Santa Barbara County). Red cherry, ripe 

cranberry, clove, star anise, dried plum skins and 
slate converge on the fairly complex nose of this 
bottling, with a label that features a whimsical 
map of Santa Barbara County. Light cranberry fruit 
meets with bay leaf on the sip that offers decent 
grip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

87 Layer Cake 2014 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). 
An intriguing, distinctive nose combines 

hickory smoke, baked raspberry and a touch of sage. 
Dark-red cherry and cranberry meet with thyme on 
the sip, where swirling flavors strive to find a cen-
terline. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

86 Aiken 2013 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Mountain). 
This wine is marked by a woody, herbal 

undertone that evolves into cardamom and clove. 
Fruitier, full-bodied waves of cherry, wild straw-
berry and vanilla play out on the boisterous, boldly 
built palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

86 Charles Krug 2014 Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
This is a simple, smoky wine, earthy and 

brimming in a mix of compost and mint. Medium 
bodied and moderate in acidity, it’s ripe and round. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

86 Irony 2014 Black Pinot Noir (Monterey). 
Black plum, mulberry and a touch of graph-

ite show on the nose of this bottling. Ripe cranberry 
and pomegranate juice form a tangy fruit base on 
the palate, enhanced by oregano, cinnamon and, on 
the finish, some juniper. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Marimar Estate 2013 Mas Cavalls Doña 
Margarita Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma 

Coast). This is an estate-grown wine from a vine-
yard planted to three clones. It has an air of for-
ested truffle, pine and cinnamon within a stemmy 
and somewhat unresolved body of medium weight. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

86 Prosper 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
This brushy, foresty wine offers big, ripe 

blackberry and cherry flavor around a smoky core 
of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

85 Calstar Cellars 2013 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Baked strawberry, burnt orange and 

rose petal combine aromatically and on the palate in 
this moderately flat wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

85 Carmel Road 2014 Pinot Noir (Monterey). 
There’s a peppy ease to the aromas of this 

bottling, with light raspberry and rhubarb lifted by 
cola and sarsaparilla notes. The palate is a tad fruit-
punchy, with red cherry and some thyme to give 
depth. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

85 Orsi Family Winery 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). A sourness of bitter black tea 

overtakes a shyness of fruit in this light-bodied 
wine that holds on to its tannin with tenacity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $32 

85 Uptick Vineyards 2012 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 21. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $49 

84 Ca’ Momi 2014 Pinot Noir (Napa Valley). 
This wine is a tad thin and stewy. Dull on 

the palate with only the slightest suggestion of fruit, 
it opts instead to celebrate a thicket of forested 
earth. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $26 

84 Picket Fence 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This light-bodied wine unfurls a 

strong aroma of bacon fat and salumi, while camp-
fire smoke contributes weight and richness. Black 
tea and black cherry provide additional components 
of flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

RED BLENDS

95 Daou 2014 Cuvée Lizzy (Adelaida District). 
An extreme and lovely amount of dill and 

spearmint shows on the nose of this exciting bot-
tling by the Daou brothers, whose blend of 54% 
Malbec, 27% Cabernet Franc and 19% Petite Verdot 
also offers squeezed black-plum aromas. The palate 
is deep and rich but also fresh, lively and minty, 
with more dill laid across a blueberry and plum 
base, with a touch of charcoal. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

95 Herman Story 2013 Casual Encounters (Cali-
fornia). Hearty black plums, smoked beef 

and violets meet with rust, crushed rocks and a 
little dried sage on the nose of Russell From’s blend 
of 45% Grenache, 35% Syrah, 18% Mourvèdre and 
2% Tannat. Intense and dark blueberry-blackberry 

fruit shows on the palate along with elegant herbs 
and spices, from bay leaf and thyme to powerful 
black pepper. This wine is an attention-grabber for 
sure. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $48 

94 Cordant 2014 Chaos Theory (Paso Robles). 
This blend of 60% Grenache, 20% Syrah 

and 20% Counoise shows sharp aromas of pressed 
olallieberry, cola, uncracked peppercorns and 
dried oregano on the nose. A strong central line 
of smashed plum, fig and sweet berries arises on 
the sip, but with tons of herbal lift. It’s a buoyant 
and well-rounded flavor profile, fruity but herbal. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $42 

94 J. Lohr 2013 Cuvée St. E (Paso Robles). For 
full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

94 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 WCS Jack John 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). For full 

review see page 4. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $75 

93 Bacio Divino 2014 Red (Napa Valley). A 
Cabernet Sauvignon-dominant blend from 

heritage vineyards farmed by Andy Beckstoffer, this 
wine tastes of chocolate-covered clove, sage and a 
waft of eucalyptus, thick in concentration and firm, 
integrated tannin. While it presents itself as a big, 
bold wine, it retains balance and grace in the glass. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $100 

93 Caliza 2013 Companion Cabernet Sauvignon-
Syrah (Central Coast). This is a hearty, lav-

ishly styled blend of 54% Cabernet Sauvignon and 
46% Syrah by Carl Bowker, who pushes the purple-
fruit aromas to the max, with deep blueberry, crème 
de cassis and violet flowers on the nose. The palate 
touches a wide range of dark fruits such as boysen-
berry, olallieberry and elderberry, picking up cola 
and root beer along the way. It finishes on coffee 
and a touch of elderflower, with an extremely soft 
texture. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $62 

93 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 Hell’s Kitchen 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). For full 

review see page 7. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $55 

93 Kokomo 2014 Cuvée Red Wine (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

93 Piocho 2011 Reserve (Happy Canyon of Santa 
Barbara). This is a cohesive and well-inte-

grated blend of 34% Cabernet Franc, 29% Caber-
net Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 9% Petit Verdot and 
8% Malbec. It offers blackberry, black currant, 
cedar, toasty oak, violets, roast beef, black pepper 
and pencil lead on the nose. The well-hewn palate 
combines pepper and blackberry at the tip of the 
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sip, followed by oaky vanilla and a touch of pine. it’s 
very well focused. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

92 Alta Colina 2014 Estate Cask Reserve G-S-
M (Adelaida District). There’s a savory 

roasted-meat quality to the nose of this blend of 
68% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre and 12% Syrah 
that also offers crushed riverstone, a touch of violet 
and coffee-syrup scents. The hefty, meaty character 
carries right into the palate that is thick in body, 
chalky with structure and redolent in roasted black-
berry and tangy elderberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $48 

92 Ascension Cellars 2013 Testament (Paso 
Robles). This hearty blend of Cabernet Sau-

vignon, Petit Verdot, Merlot, Malbec and Cab Franc 
shows dried strawberry, fresh olallieberry, leather 
and hints of vanilla and cola on the nose. A strong 
peppery spice runs throughout the very focused, 
structurally driven palate, with flavors of roasted-
beef crust, pencil lead, cedar and light incense. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $86 

92 Baker & Brain 2013 Pendulum (Monterey 
County). A savory rather than fruity blend 

of 60% Syrah and 40% Grenache, this bottling 
offers black pepper, anise and light violet alongside 
boysenberry and elderberry fruit on the nose. The 
palate tightens up into underripe cherry, thyme, 
marjoram and bay leaf, with very dry elderberry 
fruit tones. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

92 Blackbird Vineyards 2014 Arise Proprietary 
(Napa Valley). This blends 38% Merlot 

with 32% Cabernet Sauvignon and 30% Cabernet 
Franc. Together these find a healthy companionship 
of wood, cedar, currant and dried herb, allowing the 
two Cabernets to speak loudest. Lightly spicy nut-
meg and clove linger around well-defined layers of 
cherry and vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

92 Caliza 2013 Azimuth (Paso Robles Willow 
Creek District). Plump blueberries and 

blackberries meet with a little bit of red cherry on 
this blend of 40% Grenache, 40% Mourvèdre and 
20% Syrah that also features light baking spice and 
white pepper on the nose. It’s fat on the palate, with 
blueberry sauce and black cherry. It delivers grippy 
tannins, great peppery spice and tons of nutmeg on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $58 

92 Freakshow 2014 Red (Lodi). For full review 
see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 15% Price: $20 

92 Grassini 2013 Articondo (Happy Canyon of 
Santa Barbara). Named after the family’s 

grandfather, this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot and Petit Verdot is still young, but quite 

delicious and elegant. Aromas of lava rock, dust 
and cracked earth meet with black-plum fruit on 
the nose. The palate is framed by sticky tannins, 
offering concentrated elderberry, rose petal, lilac, 
incense and wet-riverstone flavors. It has great 
potential for long aging. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

92 Jarvis 2010 Lake William (Napa Valley). 
This estate wine made of 36% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 32% Cabernet Franc, 27% Merlot and 
5% Petit Verdot spent nearly two years in all-new 
French oak. Time has elevated its sanguine, herba-
ceous characteristics, melding them within a con-
text of graceful softness dotted in black pepper, 
black olive and meat. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $170 

92 Lost Blues 2013 Good Fences Syrah-Grenache 
(Santa Maria Valley). Emerging winemaker 

Giovanni Grandinetti is one to watch. In this bot-
tling he blends co-fermented lots of 60% Syrah 
and 40% Grenache from Bien Nacido and Murmur 
vineyards to produce aromas reminiscent of veni-
son in a rainbow peppercorn glaze, with touches 
of tar and crushed graphite. The palate is likewise 
quite gamy and tarry, with dried beef and teriyaki 
touches. —M.K. 
abv: 16.1% Price: $42 

92 Sidebar 2014 Rhôneish (Redwood Valley). 
With an aroma like sweet vermouth and 

rich, chocolaty, smoky flavors, this Rhône-style 
blend exerts an exotic influence on the palate. The 
mouthfeel is smooth and graceful, with mild tan-
nins, while the lingering finish echoes opulent fruit 
and spice notes. The winemaker used 48% Mourvè-
dre and lesser amounts of Grenache and Syrah. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

92 Yao Family Wines 2014 Napa Crest (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

92 Ziata 2013 Mia Madre (Napa Valley). This 
red blend relies mostly on Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, adding smaller amounts of Malbec, Cabernet 
Franc and Petit Verdot. Soft, spicy and impressively 
lengthy, it’s highlighted in blackberry, currant and 
toasty oak, concentrated and complex. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $100 

91 Bianchi 2012 Syranot Pinot Noir-Syrah-Petite 
Sirah (Central Coast). For full review see page 

13. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $26 

91 Buck Shack 2013 Red (Lake County). This 
bold, densely flavored and impressively tan-

nic wine is dry, very well structured and will be 
interesting to age until 2018–2019. It smells darkly 
fruity, smoky and spicy, and tastes like cranberry 
and black cherry, finishing with a firm tang of tan-

nin. It will be best after 2018. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

91 Hunter DeHaven 2011 Collusion (California). 
Meaty, smoky aromas and equally meaty, 

smoky, peppery flavors give an untamed person-
ality to this full-bodied blend made with Syrah, 
Petite Sirah, Grenache, Mourvèdre and a touch of 
Viognier. An emphasis on savory elements clearly 
separates it from the pack of simply fruity wines, so 
it’s a fun little adventure in a bottle. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Luke Donald 2012 LDC (Napa Valley). Merlot 
and Cabernet Sauvignon are equally repre-

sented in this soft, robust blend that also includes 
smaller amounts of Cabernet Franc and Petit Ver-
dot. Juicy blackberry and plum combine with dusty, 
integrated tannin, as a length of dark cherry and 
sage weave in and out. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

91 Lynch Wines 2014 Lucky Cash (Sierra Foot-
hills). Savory, smoky, sagey and floral, this 

wild and remarkable rendition of a Rhône-style 
blend is made from 50% Mourvèdre plus Syrah, 
Grenache and Counoise. Aromas recall grilled herbs 
and stewed berries, while flavors bring out sour 
cherry, chocolate and beef broth. It’s full in body, 
with a firm and tannic texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Marietta Cellars NV Christo Lot Number 3 
(North Coast). Dark, dense, rich and spicy, 

this Rhône-style blend is impressively delicious. 
Full bodied, it’s saturated with blackberry, cinna-
mon and black-pepper flavors supported by fine-
grained tannins. While it packs a punch, it is well 
balanced for a big, assertive wine, and will be best 
after 2019. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $20 

91 Naggiar 2014 Dahlia Noir (Sierra Foothills). 
A very dark color, tons of ripe fruit aromas 

and abundant black-fruit flavors give a lot of wal-
lop to this full-bodied but not overly sweet or fat 
Rhône-style blend. Ripe blackberry, stewed plum 
and a touch of smoke hang on a big structure of firm 
tannins and good acidity. It will be best after 2019, 
but it’s difficult not to drink up at this price. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $16 

91 Ramey 2014 Claret (Napa Valley). This is one 
of the producer’s deepest value propositions, 

a well-made, robustly approachable and accessible 
wine made from 63% Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% 
Merlot, 7% Malbec, 3% Syrah, 2% Petit Verdot and 
1% Cabernet Franc. Soft and firmly integrated, it’s 
perfumed and floral, with layers of dark cherry and 
tobacco that evolve with grace in the glass. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 
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90 Ancient Oak Cellars 2012 Reserve Series 
Alcaeus Berger Vineyard (Sonoma Moun-

tain). Comprised of 75% Cabernet Franc and 25% 
Merlot, this is a juicy, savory and lengthy wine, with 
herbaceous elements of cedar, brush and pepper-
corn. A lush, full-bodied complement of baked plum 
and cherry ride out a lengthy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

90 Ancient Oak Cellars 2012 Reserve Series 
Sappho Berger Vineyard (Sonoma Moun-

tain). This blend relies heavily on Merlot, boosting 
its softness and approachability with 20% Caber-
net Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet Franc. Herbaceous 
and bursting in cedar and graphite, it’s also thickly 
extracted and reasonably rich, fresh in red currant 
and cranberry. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

90 Chalk Hill 2013 Clara’s Vineyard (Chalk Hill). 
For full review see page 17. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 15.5% Price: $85 

90 Hess Collection 2013 19 Block Mountain 
Cuvée (Mount Veeder). This is an estate-

grown blend of 61% Malbec, 33% Cabernet Sau-
vignon, 3% Petit Verdot and 3% Syrah. It sizzles 
in a mix of huckleberry and blueberry, full-bodied 
and dusty in tannin. Its juicy and lifted by moder-
ate acidity, with oaky accents of vanilla, nutmeg and 
clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $38 

90 Hess Collection 2014 Lion Tamer Red Wine 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

90 Jax 2014 Y3 Taureau (Napa Valley). For full 
review see page 18. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Now Presenting... 2014 Red (Paso Robles). 
This is quite a dynamic and layered wine, 

especially for the bargain price, with deep and 
hearty blackberry, caramel, rust, lavender and pot-
pourri on the nose. The berry-led palate is rustic 
and unrefined, but in that pleasingly Rhône way, 
with feral flavors, peppery spice and decent acidity. 
Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $12 

90 Piocho 2012 Red (Happy Canyon of Santa 
Barbara). Black cherry, grape, Jolly Rancher 

candy and crushed black rocks show on the rela-
tively reserved nose of this blend of 39% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 29% Cabernet Franc, 27% Merlot, 4% 
Malbec and 1% Petit Verdot. It’s dry and a bit sour 
on the palate, with black currant, elderberry, bay 
leaf and dried herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 Smith & Hook 2013 Proprietary Red Wine 
Blend (Central Coast). For full review see 

page 19. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 SOLID 2012 Proprietary Red (California). For 
full review see page 20. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

90 Stolpman 2014 La Croce Sangiovese-Syrah 
(Ballard Canyon). The nose on this win-

ery’s annual blend of Sangiovese and Syrah is quite 
fruit-forward, with black raspberry, black-cherry 
soda, cola and root-beer aromas. It’s quite poppy on 
the palate, with more black cherry and blueberry, 
proving fun and lively while leaving a slightly sweet 
impression. It’s a sure crowd-pleaser. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $66 

90 Whiplash 2015 Red Wine (California). For 
full review see page 21. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Ancient Oak Cellars 2012 To Ergon Berger 
Vineyard (Sonoma Mountain). Three red-

Bordeaux varieties combine in this blend, a soft, 
supple expression of baked plum with a subtle grip 
of leather. Texturally medium bodied, it shows an 
abundance of ripeness on the midpalate before set-
tling into more classic elements of cedar and dried 
herb. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

89 Bianchi 2011 Geste G-S-M (Paso Robles). 
Distinctive aromas of cinnamon stick, cola, 

red cherry, ripe cranberry, rose petal, lavender and 
smoked beef show on the nose of this blend of 39% 
Syrah, 35% Grenache and 26% Mourvèdre. It’s 
light and easy drinking on the sip, with cranberry, 
red cherry, thyme, pepper, bay leaf and more rose-
petal flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Foxen 2014 Cuvée Jeanne Marie Williamson-
Dore Vineyard (Los Olivos District). This 

blend of 79% Grenache and 21% Mourvèdre is 
playful and easy to imbibe, with aromas of cola, 
cranberry juice and dark Indian spices. The pal-
ate is light with cranberry and pomegranate fruit, 
enhanced by tangy orange rinds and rosewater fla-
vors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

89 Kuleto Estate 2013 Native Son (Napa 
County). Zinfandel makes up 58% of this 

blend, followed by 26% Cabernet Sauvignon, 7% 
Sangiovese plus smaller doses of Syrah, Petite Sirah 
and Alicante Bouschet. It presents as oaky and dusty 
in plum, with a full-bodied, fruity profile that’s soft 
and lush on the palate, finishing with bittersweet 
tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

89 Marietta Cellars NV Old Vine Red Lot Num-
ber 65 (California). This great-value wine 

proves that a vintage date is not always needed for 
high-quality. Drenched with fruit flavor and nicely 
thick in texture, this full-bodied wine is not overly 
tannic, so it’s easy to appreciate. It shows ripe black 
cherry and blackberry flavors, with smoky, meaty 

accents that come out on the second and third sips. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Naggiar 2014 Root 49 Estate Grown, Pro-
duced & Bottled (Sierra Foothills). Great 

fruit flavors, firm texture and vivid acidity make 
this an especially lively and dynamic wine. It bursts 
with red cherry, raspberry and black-grape flavors 
that wake up the palate and vibrate through the fin-
ish. It contains 30% Syrah and 30% Tempranillo, 
plus Grenache and Malbec. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

89 VGS 2014 Potelle Two (Napa Valley). Caber-
net Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc meet up 

with smaller amounts of Syrah, Zinfandel and Petit 
Verdot in this soft, silky blend. Mild tannin and a 
robustness of ripe black currant and cedar are sea-
soned in a strong whiplash of eucalyptus, as the fin-
ish touches a theme of black tea. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

89 Wood Family Vineyards 2014 El Loco Rojo 
(Livermore Valley). The ripe cherry and 

strawberry flavors in this medium-bodied wine get 
great support from mild acidity and appetizing tan-
nins. These create good balance and keep a little 
grip in the texture, helping the wine pair nicely with 
big proteins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

88 Brophy Clark 2014 G-S-M (Santa Ynez Val-
ley). Juicy black cherry, vanilla and clove 

aromas show on the nose of this blend of 50% 
Grenache, 37% Syrah and 13% Mourvèdre. Stewed 
black plum, slate, gravel and graphite show on the 
earthy, minerally palate that is presented atop a 
leathery texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $26 

88 Buena Vista 2014 The Sheriff (Sonoma 
County). Soft waves of plum meet a tightly 

gripped midpalate of power and concentration in 
this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Petite Sirah, 
Grenache, Malbec, Petit Verdot, Syrah and Mer-
lot. Along the way, blackberry and blueberry meet 
graphite and tobacco, finishing with economy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Ferrari-Carano 2014 Siena (Sonoma 
County). This blend of Sangiovese, Malbec, 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Petite Sirah and other vari-
eties plays well to type. It shows a wealth of ripe, 
dusty black fruit that’s richly round and soft on the 
palate, approachable and lightly oaked. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

88 Franciscan 2013 Magnificat Meritage (Napa 
Valley). All red Bordeaux varieties are 

represented in this blend, except for Petit Verdot. 
Together, they offer a simple tannic structure that 
strengthens a chewiness of leather, tobacco and 
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a touch of cedar. Full bodied, it’s a ripe, bold and 
brawny wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

88 Galvan 2013 Sun on the Mountain (Howell 
Mountain). This blends 62% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 20% Cabernet Franc and 18% Petit Verdot. 
Spicy and lean, it was aged in all-new French oak 
that provides a nice background of structure and 
strength. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

88 Kuleto Estate 2013 India Ink (Napa Valley). 
Ripe, dark and leathery, this full-bodied, 

rounded wine blends 45% Syrah with 28% Caber-
net Sauvignon, 22% Merlot plus handfuls of Mal-
bec and Petit Verdot. Aged in French and Hungarian 
oak barrels and puncheons, it shows its heritage in a 
perfume of woody chewiness and meaty dried herb. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

88 Lost Blues 2012 Good Fences Grenache-
Syrah (California). At first whiff, there’s a 

slightly odd funkiness to this co-fermented blend 
of 60% Grenache and 40% Syrah, but that blows 
off with time. Aromas of dill, green peppercorns, 
wet cedar and forest underbrush lead into flavors of 
freshly sliced rare beef, dried mulberry, fresh elder-
berry and slightly sour tar. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $42 

88 Marietta Cellars NV Arme Lot Number 3 
(North Coast). Dark in color, intense in 

fruit flavor and firmly packed with tannins, this 
blockbuster Bordeaux-style blend feels massive and 
grippy. It tastes like cranberry and blackberry, leav-
ing astringency on the palate that will match up to 
the richest foods. Age a few bottles through 2019 to 
see how it matures. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

88 Parker 2014 Daily Red Blend Alisos Vineyard 
(Santa Barbara County). Crushed black cur-

rant meets with turned earth and black pepper on 
this interesting blend of 50% Syrah, 25% Cabernet 
Franc and 25% Merlot. The palate is well integrated 
with flavors of sour cherry and black plum, proving 
quite tangy and tart, although wrapped up in silky 
tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

88 Priest Ranch 2013 Coach Gun Estate Grown 
Proprietary Red (Napa Valley). This big-

boy red combines 30% Cabernet Franc with 20% 
each of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, adding 
15% each of Malbec and Petit Verdot for an all-five 
red-Bordeaux-varietal blend. Coconut flakes and 
vanilla-hugged oak ride sticky tannins to a quick 
finish, offering huge ripeness along the way. —V.B. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $80 

88 Sequum 2013 MIXT (Napa Valley). This is a 
hearty coming-together of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, Zinfandel, Syrah and Petite Sirah. It dances 

in baked plum and raisin as a tartness of cherry and 
savory dried herb counterbalances the rich ripeness 
and sizable tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Soquel Vineyards 2013 Intreccio Library 
Selection (Napa Valley). This blends 20% 

each of all five red-Bordeaux varieties, showing 
grapy, plummy flavor that’s juicy and soft on the 
palate. With a core of tobacco, tar and graphite, 
it complements the fruity with the savory, ending 
simply and elegantly. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

87 Bota Box 2014 Nighthawk Black (California). 
There is something compelling and delicious 

about the pure, grapy jamminess of this exuberant 
wine. It has deep color, aromas like blackberry and 
Concord-grape jelly, a dry balance and ripe flavors. 
A light touch of tannin boosts the texture, and it’s 
difficult to beat the value. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23/3 L 

87 Buena Vista 2014 The Count Founder’s Red 
(Sonoma County). A mix of unidentified red 

varieties, this wine opens slowly, without much in 
the way of aromatics. Weedy sage, tobacco and a 
grip of tannin give it weight and richness alongside 
its full body, as a bramble of blackberry and currant 
weave within. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Cameron Hughes 2014 Lot 530 Syrah- 
Grenache (Santa Ynez Valley). Black cherry, 

roasted meats, turned loam and a little bit of gin-
gerbread make for a very inviting nose to this bot-
tling. Clay and wet earth flavors kick off the palate, 
followed by touches of forest floor and dried red 
cherry. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $14 

87 HandCraft 2015 Artisan Collection Dark Red 
Wine (California). For full review see page 

22. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

87 Pull 2012 BDX (Paso Robles). Tar, dried meat, 
olallieberry and sharp cedar aromas show 

on this blend of 51% Cabernet Sauvignon and 49% 
Merlot. Dried strawberries and plums mix with 
thyme and dried rose petals on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $18 

87 R2 2013 Rhapsody En Blu (Santa Ynez Val-
ley). The most interesting thing about this 

wine is the use of 62% Carignane (the rest being 
Grenache), which gives it a peppery, crushed-clove 
quality on the nose, alongside red cherry and red-
plum fruit. Rose petals, cinnamon and red fruits 
play on the zesty if slightly thin palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $26 

86 Great American Wine Company 2013 Red 
(California). Lots of grapy, raisiny flavors 

drench this wine with fruitiness, while a smooth, 

soft texture and touch of sweetness keep the texture 
mild. It’s medium bodied, not at all tannic, and easy 
to sip. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Mount Veeder 2013 Reserve (Mount Veeder). 
Four out of five red-Bordeaux varieties are 

represented here, with Cabernet Sauvignon the 
overwhelming majority. Dried herb, tar and a bit-
ter note of tobacco leaf meet persistent oak and a 
wealth of tannin, the wine still youthful in its grip. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

86 Neyers 2015 Sage Canyon (California). 
Medium bodied and lean in profile, this 

wine starts with floral aromas, then brings in fairly 
tart cherry and pomegranate flavors and firmly tan-
nic texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $26 

86 Rhiannon 2014 Red (California). Aromas 
like maple syrup and fresh-cut oak sawdust 

set the stage for a powerfully oaky, smoky, spicy 
flavor and finish for this full-bodied, firm-textured 
wine. It’s very dramatic and extreme in style, so 
some drinkers will love it and others will find it over 
the top. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Stolen Identity 2014 Red (California). This 
deeply colored, full-bodied wine adds 

chocolaty richness to ripe plum and blackberry fla-
vors, backed with light tannins that counter a bit of 
sweetness. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $17 

86 Wolff 2014 Red Wolff (Central Coast). Red 
cherry, brick, dust and dried-earth aromas 

arise from this blend of 30% Merlot, 24% Caber-
net Sauvignon, 20% Syrah, 15% Grenache and 11% 
Nebbiolo from San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara 
counties. Forest-floor flavors of pine needle and 
turned earth show on the palate, along with light 
cranberry and cherry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

85 Four Sisters Ranch 2014 Tilden (Paso 
Robles). This interesting blend holds 67% 

Grenache and 33% Tempranillo, although the 
results are a tad thin and reedy, with dried berries, 
hay, smoke and allspice aromas. The palate is rela-
tively light, with oregano and cherry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

85 Pull 2012 CdR (Paso Robles). This blend of 
53% Grenache, 23% Petite Sirah, 20% 

Syrah and 4% Viognier offers cinnamon spice, red 
cherry and slight pomegranate on the nose. The pal-
ate shows tangy cranberry fruit, a bit of baking spice 
and a very clay-like minerality and texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

85 Q & A NV Red (California). Smooth, medium 
bodied and agreeable, this wine is plummy 
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in flavor and easy on the palate. It is good and user-
friendly. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $14 

85 Stack House 2013 Red (Napa Valley). A 
majority of Merlot meets Cabernet Franc in 

this chocolaty-cherry wine, boldly full bodied and 
robust in tannin and oak. Brambly blackberry and 
black currant ride a soft mouthfeel that’s moderate 
in acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

85 William Harrison 2012 Rutherford Red (Ruth-
erford). All five Bordeaux red varieties are 

represented in this wine that puckers in sizable 
tannin and oak. Tobacco and pencil shavings add 
savory character to its full-bodied concentration. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $85 

83 Gnarly Head 2015 Authentic Harvest Red 
(California). Soft, smooth and sweet, this is 

a basic wine with raisin and prune flavors. It won’t 
please those who normally drink dry varietal wines. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

82 Work 2012 Adrien’s Blend (Napa Valley). This 
pruney, baked and somewhat sour blend of 

Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot presents itself as 
overly ripe. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Soulmate 2009 Estate Nebbiolo (Santa Cruz 
Mountains). For full review see page 8. Cel-

lar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

92 Solminer 2014 Delanda Vineyard Blaufrän-
kisch (Santa Ynez Valley). David and Anna 

deLaski follow her Austrian heritage to this plant-
ing of a sprightly red variety, with appealing fresh-
ness and depth. It’s light in the glass, with aromas 
of hibiscus, dried lilac, squeezed black plum and 
a gravelly, slate-like minerality. The palate blends 
smashed raspberry, dried mint, grape candy and 
touches of herb. It’s light but fruity. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $38 

91 Loring Wine Company 2015 Huber Vineyard 
Dornfelder (Sta. Rita Hills). From vines of 

this German grape planted by German ex-pats many 
years ago, Brian Loring makes a delicious wine. Dark 
and inky in the glass, it shows aromas of concen-
trated blueberry, vanilla, mint and grape candy on 
the nose. The palate is surprisingly medium bodied 
for such a dark wine, with a decent dollop of acid-
ity along with lots of dried blueberry and juniper 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

90 Cougar 2013 Negroamaro (Temecula Val-
ley). Italian varieties do well in this warmer 

Southern California region, and this obscure grape 
is on that path. Baked blueberry, intriguing choco-
late spice, sandalwood and a touch of vanilla show 
on the nose. Flavors are hearty, with blackberry, 
nutmeg, espresso bean and melted chocolate set 
upon a chalky structure. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

90 Holly’s Hill 2015 Estate Carignane (El 
Dorado). This likable wine smells sweet 

and plummy. It tastes smooth, juicy and fruity, as 
red cherry and black-plum flavors spill over the 
palate. Pleasantly medium bodied, it’s moderate in 
tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Klinker Brick 2014 Carignane (Lodi). Beauti-
ful oak accents help light up this rich, nicely 

complex wine. Cinnamon, nutmeg and clove dress 
up the aromas, while ripe, jammy black-cherry fla-
vors spread nicely on the palate and linger on the 
finish. It’s light on tannins and pretty light in tex-
ture for such a flavorful wine. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Longoria 2014 Tempranillo (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Smoky beef aromas meet with 

crushed pencils, toasty oak, cola and sweet tobacco 
set against a subtle purple-fruit backdrop on this 
bottling by Rick Longoria. The palate is dry, easy to 
quaff and quite refreshing for a dark-red wine, with 
subtle touches of clove, black currant and more oak-
smoked meat. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

89 Mesa Del Sol 2012 Sangiovese (Arroyo Seco). 
Aromas on this wine are quite shy at first, 

but then reveal dried black cherry, dust, turned 
earth, with a touch of tar and cedar. The palate is 
very dark and dry, with bitter chocolate, elderberry 
and more cedar, showing impressive structure. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

88 Wolff 2014 Estate Teroldego (Edna Valley). 
Meaty aromas of beef jerky and roasted 

game meet with licorice, black peppercorn and 
black raspberry on the nose of this bottling of a 
rarely used grape. The palate delivers lots of pepper 
and quite a bit of tannic grip, though flavors aren’t 
too deep, with gamy elements the most prevalent. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $29 

85 Cerridwen 2012 Moonlight Sonata Abouriou 
(Russian River Valley). Comprised 100% of 

this rare variety, this wine was given time to fer-
ment and age in French oak, half of it new. Ashy red 
fruit meets a mild structure and considerable tannic 
grip; only a tiny amount was made. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

82 Cougar 2014 Estate Cask Reserve Sangiovese 
(Temecula Valley). Light in the glass, this 

bottling is quite funky on the nose with reductive 
red cherry and tar notes. Flavors are sour, full of tart 
cherry and composting earth tones. —M.K. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $41 

CALIFORNIA
WHITE WINES

CHARDONNAY

95 Ryan Cochrane 2014 Solomon Hills Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). Along 

with a fascinating nose, this bottling from the appel-
lation’s westernmost vineyard offers the rounded 
ripeness of cherimoya, nectarine and white peach 
but with a laser-sharp line of crushed sea shell and 
flint minerality alongside scratched lemon skin. The 
palate rides that chalky line the whole way, offer-
ing hints of lime pith, tangerine, sea salt and just 
enough almond warmth. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $34 

95 Three Sticks 2014 Durell Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Valley). Spicy acidity lies 

beneath the full-bodied richness of this wine, pro-
viding balance, freshness and a lightness on the pal-
ate that surprises. Meyer lemon, salty caramel and 
a feral overtone of forested woods combine effort-
lessly to intrigue and delight, showcasing the beauty 
that is Durell. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Allen Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 4. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $58 

94 Lobo 2015 Wulff Vineyards Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley). Winemaker Randy Lewis 

made this wine, a showstopper in fleshy texture 
and supportive oak. Characteristics of charcuterie 
and spicy apple pie combine in a complex tension 
of savory and richly layered concentration, leaving 
a memorable impression as it traffics in nutmeg on 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $60 

94 Mollie 2014 Zotovich Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Lovely white-flower aro-

mas of lily, tuberose and plumeria are elegant and 
engaging without being overpowering. These pair 
nicely with the light mango, crushed sea shell and 
petrol touch of the nose. Coconut, both dried flakes 
and milk, shows strongly on the creamy sip, along 
with honeysuckle, pineapple and fragrant white 
fruit. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

94 Reuling Vineyard 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This site continues to wow, espe-

cially when featured by this grower-producer. Light, 
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bright and lemony in initial aroma and flavor, it 
develops additional complexity and nuance in the 
glass, alighting in apple crumble, anise and mouth-
filling succulence, the minerality well defined and 
vibrantly fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $70 

94 The Vineyard House 2014 Estate Grown 
Chardonnay (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 5. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

94 Two Sisters 2014 Courtney’s Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Drake Estate Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

93 Baileyana 2014 Firepeak Chardonnay (Edna 
Valley). For full review see page 6. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

93 Baileyana 2014 La Pristina Chardonnay 
(Edna Valley). The nose on this wine by Bur-

gundy-raised veteran vintner Christian Roguenant 
is very minerally and focused, showing chalk, 
crushed sea shells, lemon rind and a touch of Mar-
cona almond. The texture is pleasantly grippy and 
taut, containing flavors of white peach, grapefruit 
pith and baking soda, all of which sail deep into the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

93 Foley 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Grow Wines 2014 Ruhl Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Mount Veeder). This small-production, 

single-vineyard white hails from a site at the south-
ern end of the appellation, close to Carneros. It 
shines in golden apple, honey graham cracker and 
a rich texture that impresses from start to finish. A 
floral element persists and intrigues, a mix of wild-
flower and fennel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

93 La Voix 2015 Here and Heaven John Sebas-
tiano Vineyard Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 

Hills). Steve Clifton’s music-meets-wine project 
taps into mandolinist Chris Thile and vocalist 
Aoife O’Donovan’s song for this bottling. It shows 
rounded ripe mango, pineapple, Pink Lady apples 
and peach on the nose, framed by steely alkalin-
ity and tight lemon rind. The flavors are soft, clean 
and easy to enjoy, with Asian pear, nectarine and a 
steady saltiness emerging toward the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

93 Lincourt 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 

7. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Loring Wine Company 2015 Sierra Mar Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Complex aromas of honeysuckle, whipped but-
ter, poached pear, baked white peach, sea salt and 
crushed rocks find their way into this rich, layered 
and yet zesty wine by Brian Loring. Ripe Gala apples 
meet with sea salt and slate on the palate that 
shows a lot of ocean influence. A slow sizzle of acid-
ity presents more flavors of toast, vanilla and clove. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $44 

93 Pahlmeyer 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
From the Pahlmeyer Estate and the Atlas 

Peak Vineyard, this wine is made in a huge, sultry 
and seductive style. Tingly acidity supports a reduc-
tive style of rich oak and honeycomb that delves 
into concentrated layers of baked peach and apple 
pie. This should stand up well to cellaring; hold 
until 2022–2029. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

93 Parker 2014 Duvarita Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Barbara County). Plump tangerine, 

pink grapefruit and warmer tones of Gala apples 
show on the nose of this bottling from a vineyard 
that’s slightly northwest of the Sta. Rita Hills appel-
lation. Rounder nectarine and apple flavors show 
on the sip that fattens up in the midpalate with 
poached Asian pear and popcorn, deftly leveled 
throughout with a zesty lemon-wedge touch. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

93 Peake Ranch 2014 Sierra Madre Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). This is 

the first white bottling from a new project by John 
Wagner, co-owner of John Sebastiano and Sierra 
Madre vineyards, and winemaker Paul Lato. Flint, 
dried limes, chives and a touch of smoked chicken 
show on the fresh nose. Light and clean on the sip, 
it’s distinctive with flavors of buttered lemon slices, 
smoke and sweet onions. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

93 Ram’s Gate 2014 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
Dark gold in color, this appellation wine is 

tropical and salty, medium bodied with a strong 
taste of lemon preserves. Its fuller, richer nature is 
complemented by fresher streaks of grapefruit and 
mandarin, with a mineral component of wet stone. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

93 Ram’s Gate 2014 Green Acres Hill Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Carneros). Golden Delicious 

apple, stone fruit and honey star in this vineyard-
designate, a showcase for baked apple seasoned in 
nutmeg. Gravelly texture supports full-bodied fla-

vor and a strength of toasted oak lightly suggestive 
in vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $64 

93 Ram’s Gate 2014 Hudson Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Carneros). From a marquee grand-

cru-like site famous for the variety, this version 
enhances its reputation, offering a twist of green 
martini olive, zesty lemon rind and wild anise. Lin-
gering in freshness, the acidity is remarkable and 
memorable, supporting a full-bodied concentration 
of great flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $64 

93 Small Vines 2014 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Light, bright and citrusy, 

this lovely wine is integrated in terms of oak and 
ripeness, letting its crispness of lemon and tan-
gerine speak loudest. A complex, structured wine, 
it becomes more interesting as it opens, allow-
ing room for specks of stone and nutmeg to peek 
through. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $55 

93 Stolo 2014 Estate Chardonnay (San Luis 
Obispo County). Warm tones of marzipan, 

roasted almond, yellow peach, pineapple and a touch 
of coconut are reminiscent of a piña colada on the 
nose of this bottling from a vineyard just behind the 
coastal town of Cambria. Gala apples and poached 
pears show on the sip along with lemon curd, chalk 
and meringue flavors, all tightly woven into a fresh 
expression of the grape. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

93 Stony Hill 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
This producer is well respected for its long 

reputation of making ageworthy whites and this 
vintage is no exception, a bright, complex and nutty 
expression of pear and ginger cookie. Textured and 
restrained, it shows a wealth of structure and lem-
ony acidity. Cellar it away until 2024 if you can. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

92 Balletto 2015 Teresa’s Unoaked Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). For full review see page 9. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

92 Daniel Wines 2014 Sangiacomo Vella Ranch 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This small-

production wine exhales in high-toned minerality, 
allowing the brightness to teeter-totter with a vel-
vety texture that suggests luxurious richness that 
never gets to be too much. Pear, stone and tanger-
ine play on the palate within a balanced framework. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $50 

92 Iron Horse 2014 Estate Chardonnay (Green 
Valley). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13.6% Price: $29 
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92 La Honda Winery 2015 Chardonnay (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). Key-lime rinds, pink 

grapefruit, crisp pluot, just-ripe pineapple, nectar-
ine and a steely gunmetal aroma show on the nose 
of this bottling. There’s an intriguing touch of sweet 
onion to the sip. The laser-sharp precision would 
pair well with shellfish, but a slightly buttered 
warmth makes the bottling quite versatile. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $26 

92 Loring Wine Company 2015 Rosella’s Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Caramel, peach custard, caramelized apple, baked 
Asian pear and cinnamon show on the lavish nose 
of this bottling. Orange Creamsicle notes mark the 
palate, where rounded, baked Gala apples meet with 
a touch of walnut oil. Somehow just enough acidity 
and depth is integrated into this rich style. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $44 

92 MacPhail 2014 Pratt Vineyard Vine Hill Road 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 11. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

92 Ram’s Gate 2014 Estate Chardonnay (Carne-
ros). Dark gold in color, this estate wine 

from hillside vines aged 11 months in one-third new 
French oak. Salty brine takes center stage before an 
unctuous pillow of caramel and honey rides along a 
full-bodied richness of flavor. A bright spark of lem-
ony acidity marks the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $76 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Lewis MacGregor 
Estate Vineyard Chardonnay (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 13. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

92 Wolff 2014 Old Vines Chardonnay (Edna 
Valley). An oxidative style of Chardon-

nay seems to match the old-vine character in this 
bottling that is a nutty yellow in color and shows 
crushed hazelnuts, dried lemon, sourdough and 
croissant on the nose. Lemon rinds, tangerine and 
walnut flavors appear on the sip, which is rich and 
nutty but not unctuous. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

92 Wood Family Vineyards 2015 Para Mas Ami-
gas Chardonnay (Livermore Valley). A vivid 

yellow-gold color and creamy, butterscotchy flavors 
pile up the richness in this full-bodied wine. Great 
underlying acidity lifts up the wine for good balance 
and a lasting, tingly finish. The concentration and 
creaminess are wonderful to taste. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

91 Alma Rosa 2014 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Blair 2014 Delfina’s Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Arroyo Seco). There is an unctuous char-

acter to this bottling by iconoclastic cattleman-
turned-vintner Jeffrey Blair, with hazelnut, apricot 
jam and mandarin orange on the nose. Almond oil 
shows on the palate, but then a rush of squeezed 
tangerine and sharp lemon-skin acidity arises, giv-
ing freshness while finishing with a pinch of vanilla 
dust. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 Gainey 2014 Limited Selection Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Warm aromas of yellow 

peach, baked-apple croissant, vanilla and marzipan 
show on the nose of this bottling from the longtime 
family-run winery near the town of Santa Ynez. It’s 
soft and lush on the palate, with baked nectarine 
and poached pear. It’s familiar for those who enjoy 
the ripe California style, but chiseled enough to 
appeal to others as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

91 Groth 2014 Hillview Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Lucienne 2014 Smith Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Toasty oak kicks off 

the nose of this bottling, and then come touches 
of vanilla, lemon cookie, flint, buttered toast and 
almost marshmallow. Flavors are quite smoky, with 
roasted almond and sea salt, but the grippy texture 
is the most intriguing part. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 MacPhail 2014 Vagon Blanc Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This is a blend of two vine-

yards, Pratt Vine Hill Road and Gap’s Crown, envi-
able sources for both red and white grapes. The end 
result here shines in honey and a sublime hint of 
lemon candy. Bright, floral acidity lines a founda-
tion of fresh tangerine and lime, finishing with an 
intensity of salty, spiced oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

91 Migration 2014 Searby Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Beautifully aromatic, 

this crisp, light-bodied white has flavors of lemon 
and Golden Delicious apple, refreshing notes com-
plemented by warm, toasty caramel. From a dry-
farmed, old-vine site planted in 1972, it delivers an 
abundance of balanced fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Peace Water 2014 Soulful Reserve Oaked 
Chardonnay (Carneros). Yellow apple, pine-

apple and pear play off streaky minerality in this 
rich, robust wine, heartily defined by additional lay-
ers of lemon chiffon and butterscotch. The density 
and concentration work in its favor, complemented 
by a comforting tease of tangerine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

91 Ram’s Gate 2014 Durell Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Dark-gold color makes way 

for a tension of Meyer lemon, grapefruit and tart 
apple, unexpectedly fresh flavors given the hue and 

concentration of this wine. A creaminess on the pal-
ate is lush and round yet able to find companionship 
in a wealth of juicy acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $74 

91 Rendarrio Vineyards 2014 Baja-Ha Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Light but juicy 

aromas of white grapes, sandalwood and cinna-
mon show on the nose of this bottling by Irvine-
raised, Cal Poly-educated, Paso Robles-residing 
Ryan Render. There is a flinty touch to the palate, 
with rounded green pear, baked apple and nectar-
ine fruit, though the savory sea-salt touch is what 
makes this wine shine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Replica 2015 Retrofit Chardonnay (North 
Coast). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Rochioli 2015 Estate Grown Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). Golden-honey colored, this 

wine has toasty toffee oak and full-bodied richness, 
with a stark layering of citrus and baked apple. Con-
centrated and thick, it shows its youth and should 
benefit with time in both the glass and in the bottle. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

91 William Knuttel 2013 Bacigalupi Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). An 

intensely concentrated white from the famous his-
toric vineyard, this youthful wine shows toasted 
oak around a palate-coating flirtation with tropical 
flavor, finding a supportive streak of minerality as it 
develops in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

90 Buehler 2014 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 16. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

90 Davis Bynum 2014 River West Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Foley 2014 Steel Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

90 Frank Family 2014 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
Caramelized oak finds a companion in 

tangy acidity in this full-bodied, lushly concen-
trated white from various vineyard sources. A taste 
of baked pear gives it a richness that veers on sweet 
upfront before it opens and expands on the palate 
into a broader spectrum of rounded texture and a 
lilt of anise. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $35 

90 Garnet Vineyards 2013 Chardonnay (Mon-
terey County). Plum, white peach, pineap-

ple and mango show on the nose of this wine that 
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is quite tropical in aromas. The palate offers yellow 
pear, buttered toast and salty acidity that come 
together in a delicious package that is affordable 
and widely available. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $18 

90 Gibbs 2014 Bacigalupi Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Golden caramelized 

oak supports a fleshy, full-bodied sensation of pear 
and fig in this bold, rich wine. Resolved on the pal-
ate and possessed of moderate acidity, it finishes in 
a plume of nutmeg. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $36 

90 Great American Wine Company 2013 Char-
donnay (California). In this wine, a core of 

juicy apple and Anjour pear flavors is dressed with 
light vanilla, nutmeg and cream accents for a beau-
tiful, airy wine that’s dry and not at all heavy. Bak-
ing spices linger on the long, vibrant finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Hess Collection 2014 Estate Grown Chardon-
nay (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

18. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $22 

90 Husch 2015 Chardonnay (Mendocino). This 
wine is big and rich, with a lot of buttery, 

spicy oak showing in the aormas as well as the fla-
vors, while it also brings out ripe pear, nutmeg and 
hazelnut accents. A toasty oak element and moder-
ate acidity help to balance out the ripe fruit charac-
ter. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

90 Iron Horse 2014 Rued Clone Chardonnay 
(Green Valley). Black licorice and orange 

zest star in this high-toned wine from a singular 
clone. It’s moderate in acidity, with a strong pres-
ence of fresh lemon that lingers through the finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

90 Iron Horse 2014 Unoaked Chardonnay 
(Green Valley). With a clarity of fruit and 

minerality, this wine is brightly floral and notice-
ably stony, with highlights of melon, lemon and 
green apple. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $27 

90 La Crema 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 MacRostie 2014 Wildcat Mountain Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 19. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Once and It’s Gone 2015 Limited Edition 
Chardonnay (Dry Creek Valley). A youth-

ful wine still pushing out its elbows, this displays 
fullness and concentration at its core, an intensity 

of oaked spice that provides warmth on the palate. 
Pear, lime and lemongrass dot the landscape of com-
plex flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Pride Mountain 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Val-
ley). This wine opens in sour, zesty lemon 

peel before unveiling a deeper, richer midpalate of 
honey and ginger. Medium bodied and textured, it 
conveys an intense backbeat of toasty oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

90 Robert Mondavi 2013 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Carneros). Toast with apricot jam comes 

first to mind in this nicely balanced white that 
begins in richness and evolves in the glass to offer a 
freshness of lime zest and grapefruit, the minerality 
well-defined. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

90 RouteStock 2014 Route 121 Chardonnay 
(Carneros). For full review see page 19. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

90 Vigilance 2015 Chardonnay (Red Hills Lake 
County). Lush without being overtly oaky 

in aroma, this wine has a wonderful, creamy tex-
ture, lots of ripe pear and melon flavors, full body 
and a nicely viscous mouthfeel. Pair its richness 
with richness, counterpointing scallops or even a 
steak. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

89 Lucienne 2014 Lone Oak Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Meyer-lemon 

curd, melted butter and salted peach show on the 
nose of this bottling from the Hahn family team. 
Sour lemon, tangerine skins and sharp green-apple 
flavors show on the sip, as does a savory salty ele-
ment. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Alma Rosa 2015 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). Lime, sea shell, rainy cement and 

orange-rind aromas make for a brisk entry to the 
nose of this bottling, rounded out by a touch of 
pineapple. The palate is framed by a chalky grip, 
and shows flavors of tangy lemon and slightly sour 
apple. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

88 Belle Ambiance 2015 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 21. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Bennett Lane 2014 Sangiacomo Vineyard 
Reserve Chardonnay (Los Carneros). Flo-

ral apple blossom invites one into this otherwise 
intense, powerfully concentrated wine. Green apple 
and quince give in to richer, riper tropical flavors 
and a generosity of caramelized oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $52 

88 Franciscan 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
Of medium build and seasoned in oak, this 

wine has a classic complement of baked apple and 
baking spice, providing a layered, ripe experience on 
the palate that finishes cleanly and simply. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Happy Camper 2015 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 21. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $9 

88 LaZarre 2014 Chardonnay (Santa Maria Val-
ley). Light and reserved on the nose, this 

bottling by regional legend Adam LaZarre shows 
chipped slate, lemon rinds and apple flesh on the 
nose. The palate picks up a touch of petrol on the 
edges, but centers on more familiar notes of lemon 
rind, dried apples, honeysuckle and slight hazelnut. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

88 Luke Donald 2013 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
Big, ripe waves of baked apple, pear and 

pineapple play on the palate in this rich wine, mea-
sured by a moderate helping of acidity. Quince and 
lime play supportive roles. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

88 Silver Stag 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
Dark in color and meaty on the palate, this 

perfumed wine offers developed characteristics of 
toasty oak, vanilla and apple pie, complemented by 
a high-toned twist of tangerine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

88 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 The Cutrer Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). A generosity 

of baked pear is supported by sizable notions of 
toasted oak and tannin in this burly, rich and con-
centrated wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

88 White Hart Wine 2015 Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). This bottling is quite tropical on the 

nose, with plumeria, banana, honeysuckle, sweet 
peach and Gala apple aromas. The palate is also 
quite ripe with yellow melon and more Gala apples, 
but an intriguing texture of crushed rocks and slate 
keeps it grounded. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

87 Alyris 2014 The Audition Chardonnay (Carne-
ros). Butter and honey make for a rich, 

hedonistic tone to this mildly structured white. A 
soft, malleable texture provides creaminess without 
complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 Ernest 2014 The Farmer Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Perfumed in a heavy dose 

of jasmine, this wine is aromatically curious, more 
Muscat-like than Chardonnay. Bold and low in oak, 
it offers a simplicity of white flower, wet stone and 
nectarine. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 
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87 Layer Cake 2015 Chardonnay (Central Coast). 
Lemon rind, orange juice and chalk show 

on the nose of this bottling, which is a tad simple 
but very quaffable. Lemon wedge, green and yel-
low apples, and a bit of citrus pith show on the sip. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Pull 2013 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). 
Poached pears, yellow apples and a touch 

of butter show on the classic nose of this Chardon-
nay that holds to steely frame. Very sharp acidity 
kicks off the sip, where Pink Lady apples and warm 
vanilla surround a tight minerality. It’s both sharp 
and slightly sweet. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

87 The Federalist 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). Sugary peach and a taste of stone 

surround a lifted, floral undercurrent in this wine 
that takes on a richer, creamier midpalate and 
hearty oak as it finishes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

86 Angeline 2015 Reserve Chardonnay (Mon-
terey County). Crisp and clean lines of tart 

apricot, nectarine, Gala apple and honeysuckle ride 
a steely frame that characterizes the nose of this 
wine. Minerality shows first on the sip, but then 
the wine becomes ripe with apple, pear and peach 
flavors. A green-apple-rind tartness arises on the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $14 

86 Cameron Hughes 2015 lot 533 Limestone 
Cowboy Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 

County). Lots of white flowers, from jasmine to lil-
ies, show on the nose of this well-priced bottling, 
alongside poached pears and lime sorbet. The palate 
packs tangy pungency, with Anjou pear and Granny 
Smith apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

86 Chime 2015 Chardonnay (California). Full 
bodied and rich in texture, this wine has 

ample toast and vanilla aromas, ripe pear and honey 
flavors, and low acidity. That adds up to a flavorful, 
almost sweet wine that is soft and syrupy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Mountain View 2014 Slippery Slope Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). With 

a tropical nose of guava and fleshy texture on the 
palate, this wine is unfussy and straightforward in 
approach and style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

86 Picket Fence 2014 Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). Hugely floral with jasmine 

and honeysuckle in aroma, this light, approachable 
white is also oaky and ripe in pineapple and papaya, 
with a lingering freshness of acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Sundae Wines 2015 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). Heavy oak aromas and flavors meet 

milkshake flavors in this full-blown wine that is 
soft, almost thick in texture and leaves a butter-
scotch impression on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

85 Educated Guess 2014 Chardonnay (Carne-
ros). This basic, intensely ripe wine shows 

less fruit and acidity than toasty spice and oak. 
Fruit is sourced from Sangiacomo Vineyards and 
the wine fermented in both barrels and stainless 
steel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $19 

85 Michael Sullberg 2014 Lot 92 Reserve Char-
donnay (California). Smooth and fat in tex-

ture, this wine has pear and butterscotch aromas, 
candied apple and butter flavors, and an almost 
sweet finish. It’s a big, soft wine with low acidity 
and a short finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

84 Four Vines 2015 Naked Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). A pink-grapefruit-pith 

aroma shows strongly on this stainless-steel bot-
tling, along with squeezed tangerine and a chalky 
scent. The palate conveys gin-like flavors of tonic 
and botanicals. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

VIOGNIER

90 Lawer 2015 Betsy’s Vineyard Viognier 
(Knights Valley). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $24 

90 Liana Estates 2015 Viognier (Mendocino). 
This bracing, precisely crafted wine empha-

sizes crispness and attractively lean fruit flavors 
over richness, and it will be great with appetizers 
and seafood, even raw oysters. It’s fresh, clean and 
inviting. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

88 Parducci 2015 Small Lot Blend Viognier 
(Mendocino County). This wine is full bod-

ied but not heavy. Light floral and citrus aromas 
lead to ripe fruit, spice and butter flavors. A gener-
ous, smooth texture coats the palate and helps the 
mélange of flavors linger on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Martin Ranch 2014 Therese Vineyards Viog-
nier (Arroyo Seco). Ripe yellow apples and 

touches of banana and pineapple show on the nose 
of this bottling. It also has a restrained, steely frame 
to the aromas, along with some flint. Honeysuckle, 
jasmine and apple-blossom flavors show on the sip, 
which is quite floral, and also offers white peach and 
salt. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

CHENIN BLANC

91 Baker & Brain 2015 Chalone Vineyard Chenin 
Blanc (Monterey County). There is an exu-

berance to the nose of this bottling, with peach 
and apple blossoms, honeysuckle, cherimoya and 
nearly a tropical, banana-like scent. Yet it tightens 
up nicely on the sip, where pithy apple flesh, Meyer 
lemon tang and Asian pear flesh combine for a zesty 
palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

90 Foxen 2015 Ernesto Wickenden Vineyard Old 
Vines Chenin Blanc (Santa Maria Valley). 

Pluot flesh, wet cement, crushed chalk and Asian 
pear show on the nose of this bottling that boasts 
aromas promising a crisp and textural experience. 
The palate does not disappoint, with clean, refresh-
ing flavors of lemon rind and grapefruit pith, with a 
grippy mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

88 Ballentine 2015 Betty’s Vineyard Estate 
Grown Chenin Blanc (St. Helena). This is 

a crisp, creamy white wine, with lingering acidity 
that offers a tartness of preserved lemon and stone. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

85 Casa Nuestra 2015 Dry Chenin Blanc (St. 
Helena). A mix of lemon candy and apple 

Jolly Rancher overtakes a floral, fruity nose in this 
medium-bodied, concentrated and creamy wine. A 
severe streak of acidity shows on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 Bianchi 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Monterey 
County). For full review see page 21. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $12 

90 Murphy-Goode 2015 The Fumé Sauvignon 
Blanc (North Coast). For full review see 

page 21. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Sidebar 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (High Val-
ley). This is an outstanding choice for peo-

ple who appreciate a really crisp and electric white 
wine. Lean in flavor and light in body, this wine is 
bright and refreshing to sip, alive with good acidity 
and light citrus flavors that light up all corners of 
the mouth. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Great American Wine Company 2014 Sau-
vignon Blanc (California). This interesting 

and rather subtle wine smells like white pepper and 
pistachios and tastes like white peaches. It stays 
dry on the palate, while the texture spreads flavors 
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smoothly for a sense of richness. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Husch 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino). 
Bold herbal, grassy aromas and rich, full 

citrus and melon flavors make this wine gener-
ous and mouth-filling, while crisp acidity makes it 
appetizing. This not one of those simply crisp and 
neutral wines, but a full-fledged and herbaceous 
one. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Paul Dolan 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Potter 
Valley). For full review see page 20. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 Coda 2015 Overture Sauvignon Blanc (Santa 
Barbara County). Emerging winemaker 

Spencer Daley makes a very light expression in this 
bottling from Curtis Vineyard. Delicate lime-peel 
aromas show on the nose. Flavors of yellow apple, 
grapefruit pith and concrete arise on the sip, mak-
ing for easy drinking though nothing too complex. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $22 

88 Villa San Juliette 2015 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Paso Robles). Extremely fresh on the nose 

with a touch of honeysuckle and hint of passion-
fruit, this bottling also offers fruity lime-blossom 
scents. There is grip and balance to the sip, with 
lime skins, grass, more passionfruit and rounded 
honeydew-melon notes that grow riper on the pal-
ate. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

92 Les Belles Collines 2015 Pinot Gris (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 11. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

92 Thirty-Seven Wines 2015 Pinot Gris (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

91 Balletto 2014 Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
Pinot Gris (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 13. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

88 Folie à Deux 2015 Pinot Gris (Sonoma 
Coast). This wine has a touch of percep-

tible sweetness on its tropical nose, yet tastes dry, 
showing a straightforward approach to this crisp, 
coastal-grown variety. Apricot, melon and guava 
wrap around a lightness of body and texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

88 Mirassou 2015 Pinot Grigio (California). For 
full review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.4% Price: $12 

87 Chalk Hill 2014 North Slope Pinot Gris (Chalk 
Hill). This is a concentrated, voluptuous 

white, made from mature vines on the producer’s 
estate. It opens in a richness of apricot fuzz, goose-
berry and banana, kept fresh by moderate acidity 
and a flourish of wildflowers and white pepper. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

86 Bianchi 2015 Pinot Grigio (Central Coast). 
Honeydew melon, just-sliced Gala apple 

and wet-cement aromas show on the nose of this 
bottling that starts to take on Jolly Rancher sour-
apple scents. The simple palate is round and easy to 
enjoy, with ripe, slightly sweet green-apple flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $14 

86 Monte Smith 2014 Pinot Gris (Russian River 
Valley). This wine is made from grapes 

grown at the Hop Kiln Vineyard in the Russian 
River Valley, a project of BR Cohn winemaker Tom 
Montgomery and winemaker Melissa Smith. It’s 
Chardonnay-like in its grasp of green apple and gen-
erosity of toasted oak, medium bodied with a burst 
of ripe peach. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $14 

86 Noble Vines 2015 152 Pinot Grigio (San Ber-
nabe). Dried lime rinds, wet cement, pear 

blossoms, honeydew melon and tangerine show 
on the nose of this bottling that is ever-so-slightly 
pink in the glass. Honeysuckle flavors meet with 
ripe pear and apple on the palate that is a tad sweet. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Benessere 2015 Pinot Grigio (Napa Valley). 
With just the tiniest amount of residual 

sugar, this wine presents as thick and heavy on 
the palate. A woody, herbal, nutty tone underplays 
fruitier aspects of peach and pear. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

WHITE BLENDS

90 Concannon 2015 Reserve Assemblage Blanc 
(Livermore Valley). This very appealing 

wine smells like a Danish pastry but then turns 
nicely dry on the palate, gushing with crisp apple, 
ripe Bosc pear and toasted-baguette flavors. Made 
from Sémillon and Sauvignon Blanc grapes, it’s 
medium bodied, complex and well balanced. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Theopolis 2014 Symphony (Yorkville High-
lands). For full review see page 20. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

90 Uvaggio 2015 Zelo Bianco (Carneros). This 
proprietary blend combines 63% Pinot 

Grigio from Carneros, 22% Traminer from Carne-
ros and a small percentage of Moscato Giallo from 
Lodi. Together they harmonize in a light, crisp and 
floral bouquet of apricot, ginger and lemon, never 
becoming overly fussy and instead focusing entirely 
on refined refreshment. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Wolff 2014 White Wolff (San Luis Obispo 
County). This blend of 42% Viognier, 42% 

Roussanne, 8% Sémillon and 8% Riesling from 
Edna Valley and Paso Robles would be great to sip 
on the porch during a sunny afternoon. Chamomile, 
poached Asian pear, white peach and light honey 
aromas show on the nose. The palate tightens up a 
bit, with hints of honey, pear and baked apple set 
against a pithy structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

86 Smashberry 2014 White (Central Coast). 
Light white peach, apple blossoms, jas-

mine and intriguing green-tea aromas show on the 
nose of this widely available blend of various white 
varieties. It’s a tad sweet on the sip, with poached 
apples, nectarine, honey, lemon curd and baked-
orange flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Baker & Brain 2015 Paragon Vineyard Grüner 
Veltliner (Edna Valley). Sour-orange juice, 

yellow-grapefruit flesh, citrus pith and wet-river-
stone aromas make for a dynamic, tangy nose on 
this bottling. There is fresh crispness to the palate, 
with rounded nectarine flesh, a sizzle of lime-led 
acidity and gravel minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $27 

91 Clif Family 2014 Gewürztraminer (Men-
docino). This extroverted dry wine has big 

rose-petal and honeysuckle aromas. Powerful floral 
and grapefruit flavors flood the palate and linger 
long on the finish. It’s full bodied and very concen-
trated, with a mouthfilling viscosity that leaves a 
lasting impression. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

91 Ron Rubin 2015 Dutton Ranch Shop Block Cool 
Climate Pinot Blanc (Green Valley). The first 

vintage of this variety for this producer, this lovely 
white comes from a rare and renowned site in Green 
Valley. An austere nose of lemony green apple and 
honey follows through on the crisp, light-bodied 
palate. Floral in apple blossom, it reveals a touch of 
wet stone on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Broken Earth 2015 Verdelho (Paso Robles). 
For full review see page 16. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $24 
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90 Cougar 2015 Falanghina (Temecula Valley). 
For full review see page 17. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Fleur 2015 Las Brisas Vineyard Vermentino 
(Carneros). Lightly floral and shining in 

medium acidity, this vineyard-designate shows a 
restrained, stony element of apricot and lemon that 
remains unfussy on the palate and lengthy finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Husch 2015 Dry Gewurztraminer (Anderson 
Valley). This light-bodied, dry wine has 

floral, smoky aromas and apricot and grapefruit fla-
vors that are vivid and long-lasting on the palate. 
Its crisp balance will pair well with varied dishes. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

90 Sidebar 2015 Kerner (Mokelumne River). An 
apple scent and crisp, fruity, lightly herbal 

flavors lend plenty of refreshment to this graceful, 
medium-bodied and unoaked wine. It has great 
acidity and a dry but not austere personality. Kerner 
is a cross of the German grape varieties Riesling and 
Trollinger. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

90 Thirty-Seven Wines 2015 Albariño (Sonoma 
Coast). This crisp, coastal wine was fer-

mented in half concrete and half stainless steel. It 
blithely retains plenty of acidity amid its medium-
bodied layers of quince, white peach, lemon, forest 
floor and a touch of dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

89 Wolff 2014 Riesling (Central Coast). Tight 
and minerally aromas of grapefruit pith, 

crushed white rocks, lemon zest and the slightest 
hint of petrol make for a tense and fresh nose on 
this bottling. That textural tension shows brightly 
on the palate, along with nicely rounded flavors of 
melon and mango, leveled by a touch of tonic water. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $21 

88 Alta Colina 2014 Claudia Cuvée Estate Mar-
sanne (Adelaida District). Aromas of warm 

peach custard meet with baked yellow apples, 
banana flambé and caramelized fruit on the nose. 
Baked pears and slightly sour tangerine rinds show 
on the intriguing sip that may need some time in 
bottle to become fully appreciated. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Belden Barns 2014 Estate Grown Grüner Velt-
liner (Sonoma Mountain). Dark gold in color 

with a waft of cologne, this aromatic white pushes 
on tartness despite its medium-bodied, okay under-
side. Wet stone and dried flowers provide additional 
complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

88 Casa Nuestra 2015 Riesling (St. Helena). 
This is made from old vines and fermented 

dry in stainless-steel tank and barrel, retaining 
freshness and body in its moderate approach. Apri-
cot, pear and biscuit highlight the experience, as a 
taste of lemon candy closes things out. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

88 Tinto Rey 2015 Estate Bottled Verdejo (Dun-
nigan Hills). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

87 Broken Earth 2015 Vermentino (Paso Robles). 
Light aromas of squeezed lime and sliced 

Anjou pear emerge on the nose of this bottling from 
a large vineyard on the eastern flanks of the region. 
The palate is tight and bright if quite restrained, 
with thinly sliced lime and a chalky grip. The wine 
would be refreshing in warm weather. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

87 R2 2013 Camp 4 Vineyard Grenache Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). The distinctive nose 

on this bottling is tight yet tropical, with mango, 
pineapple, pear skins, orange rinds, dried lime peels 
and a gin-like juniper all converging. The palate 
offers a balance between tightly woven texture and 
ripe tropicality, with lime rinds, mango and petrol 
touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

84 Cuda Ridge Wines 2015 Semillon (Livermore 
Valley). This wine has a bright yellow-gold 

color and assertive aromas of apple cider and cin-
namon. Flavors start rich and then turn tart on the 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

SPARKLING WINES

96 Schramsberg 2008 J. Schram Rosé (North 
Coast). For full review see page 3. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $150 

98 Iron Horse 2003 Joy! Estate Bottled Spar-
kling Wine (Green Valley). For full review 

see page 3. 
abv: 13% Price: $250/1.5 L 

96 Iron Horse 2012 Wedding Cuvée Estate Bot-
tled Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). For full 

review see page 3. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

94 Gloria Ferrer 2005 Carneros Cuvée (Carne-
ros). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $75 

94 Iron Horse 2011 Brut X (Green Valley). X is for 
extra dry, and this is, made from 74% Pinot 

Noir, the remainder Chardonnay. It jumps out of the 
glass in an explosion of nutty, salty lemon peel, dry 
as a bone and rewarding in its full embrace of min-

erality. This sparkler begs for oysters and a skiff out 
to sea. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Gloria Ferrer 2008 Extra Brut Late Disgorged 
Reserve Cuvée (Carneros). This is a lovely, 

complex and ultimately beautiful wine, a blend of 
67% Pinot Noir and 33% Chardonnay given extra 
time to develop in the bottle. It presents as dar-
ingly dry but doesn’t miss a beat on flavor, showing 
moderate acidity built around a richness of hazel-
nut cream complemented by brighter high tones of 
grapefruit and lime. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

93 Iron Horse 2011 Classic Vintage Brut Estate 
Bottled Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). For 

full review see page 7. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

93 Schramsberg 2011 Methode Traditionelle 
Brut (Carneros). This sparkler was made 

from a majority of Chardonnay with a seasoning 
of Pinot Noir, the grapes grown at Hyde Vineyard, 
among other sites within the appellation. A doughy, 
tart wine, it brightly expresses green apple, orange, 
grapefruit and a more developed creaminess of 
biscotti, delighting in a persistence of lemon zest. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

92 Frank Family 2012 Brut Rosé (Carneros). 
This méthode Champenoise blend of 76% 

Pinot Noir and 24% Chardonnay impresses with its 
inviting mousse of peach and strawberry. It’s fresh 
and lush, aged on the lees for three years, giving it 
body without an overabundance of alcohol. Dry, it 
finishes with a twist of candied orange peel. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

92 Iron Horse 2011 National Geographic Ocean 
Reserve Blanc de Blancs Estate Bottled Spar-

kling Wine (Green Valley). For full review see page 
10. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Iron Horse 2012 Rainbow Cuvée Estate Bot-
tled Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). For full 

review see page 10. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Balletto 2012 Brut Rosé Méthode Traditio-
nelle Sparkling Wine (Russian River Valley). 

For full review see page 13. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $42 

91 Gloria Ferrer NV Blanc de Blancs (Carne-
ros). Introduced by a lively, crisp mousse, 

this 100% Chardonnay sparkler is made méthode 
Champenoise, and dry. Highlights on the nose and 
palate include a nuttiness of hazelnut and almond, 
green apple and orange, with a lilt of lemon zest. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 
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91 Mumm Napa NV Blanc de Blancs (Napa 
County). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Mumm Napa NV Brut Prestige (Napa County). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

90 Gloria Ferrer NV Blanc de Noirs (Carneros). A 
méthode Champenoise blend of 92% Pinot 

Noir and 8% Chardonnay, this dry, crisp sparkler 
shows a finesse of texture wrapped in green apple, 
preserved lemon and vanilla. It’s light and bright. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Gloria Ferrer NV Sonoma Brut (Sonoma 
County). Creamy, lush and somewhat 

robust, this dry sparkler offers a thick mousse and 
touch of richness in its mix of nutty bread dough, 
green apple, pear and lime. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Iron Horse 2011 Russian Cuvée (Green Val-
ley). First made during the Reagan-Gor-

bachev years, this blend of 74% Pinot Noir and 
26% Chardonnay tastes of hazelnut torte and 
almond paste, offering richness interwoven with 
moderate acidity. On the lusherside of the sparkling 
spectrum, it offers a sweetness of peach, brown 
sugar and lemon meringue. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

90 Longboard NV Brut Cuvée (Russian River 
Valley). Winemaker Oded Shakked works 

with 57% Pinot Noir and 43% Chardonnay from 
multiple vintages, using pure cane sugar in a small 
dosage. Full-bodied richness underlies a crispness 
of tight acidity and fresh-squeezed lime and apple, 
finishing dry and vibrantly refreshing. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

90 Mumm Cuvée Napa NV Brut Reserve (Napa 
County). A majority of Pinot Noir is bal-

anced by 40% Chardonnay. Nutty, rich and full fig-
ured, with a tenacity of stone fruit woven into the 
lengthy finish, this wine has moderate acidity, opt-
ing for a balance of concentration and weight. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

88 Mumm Cuvée Napa NV Cuvée M (Napa 
County). This blends Chardonnay, Pinot 

Noir, Pinot Gris and Pinot Meunier, with a slightly 
sweet dosage providing rich creaminess. Soft, mod-
erate acidity leans against a taste of vanilla cream, 
ripe peach and honey. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

84 Blanc de Bleu NV Cuvée Mousseux Brut (Cali-
fornia). This straightforward, light-bodied 

and slightly sweet wine has a very thin candied 
aroma and smooth, frothy texture that fills the 
mouth. Cherry and blueberry flavors lead to a soft 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

ROSÉS

89 Terra d’Oro 2015 Rosé (Amador County). 
While light coral in color, this unusually 

rich and mouth-filling wine is flavorful, dry and 
smooth-textured. It smells like watermelon and 
tastes like ruby grapefruit with just a hint of maple 
syrup. It is hefty in flavor while light in body, and 
will be perfect with ham or prosciutto. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Theopolis 2014 Rosé (Yorkville Highlands). 
This assertive wine is one of the few rosés 

made from this bold grape variety. It has a medium 
red coppper color and vivid, tart cherry and rhubarb 
flavors. Meaty, spicy accents emerge on the finish, 
so it will add a little drama to any meal. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

WASHINGTON
CHARDONNAY

90 Kerloo 2015 Calling Club Exclusive Chardon-
nay (Columbia Gorge). Fermented and aged 

in neutral French oak with full malolactic fermenta-
tion, the aromas are light, with notes of green apple 
and mineral. The freshly squeezed lemon acids are 
tart and racy, capped off by a lightly creamy finish. 
Pair it with food to see it at its best. —S.S. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $48 

89 Balancing Act 2015 Chardonnay (Washing-
ton). Baked apple and baking spice aromas 

lead to a lightly creamy palate capped off by a tart, 
lemony finish. It provides a lot of appeal. Best Buy. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Disruption 2015 Chardonnay (Washington). 
Most of this wine comes from esteemed 

Evergreen Vineyard in the Ancient Lakes appella-
tion. It charms with aromas of green apple, Bosc 
pear and mineral. The flavors are medium bodied 
and pure, with a lightly creamy feel and a zing of 
acidity stitching it all together. The balance is spot-
on. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

89 Forgeron 2014 Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). 
Winemaker Marie-Eve Gilla has a knack for 

making quality Chardonnay. This one brings aromas 
of crème fraîche along with pineapple and other 
tropical fruits. The palate shows restraint. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

89 Ryan Patrick 2015 Rock Island Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of baked apple, 

spice and pear are followed by full-bodied almost 
unctuous fruit and barrel flavors. Baking spice fla-
vors linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Airfield Estates 2015 Chardonnay (Yakima 
Valley). Cantaloupe and spice aromas are 

followed by light tart fruit flavors that linger. The 
flavors are quite elegant but it shows a lovely sense 
of balance. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Marshall Davis 2015 Chardonnay (Columbia 
Valley). Spice, lees and custard aromas are 

followed by creamy-feeling fruit flavors that taper 
slightly toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

88 Ryan Patrick 2015 Naked Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Vibrant aromas of pear 

and apple lead to a creamy, full-feeling palate. It’s 
a strong example of the variety and style. Best Buy. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Boomtown 2015 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). This wine brings aromas and flavors of 

pear along with light tropical accents. The concen-
tration dips toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $19 

86 Liberty Lake 2015 Tahija Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Closed-up aromas are 

followed by lightly creamy pear flavors. It finishes 
tart. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

VIOGNIER

88 Gård 2014 Grand Klasse Reserve Lawrence 
Vineyards Viognier (Columbia Valley). Barrel 

notes are prominent, with aromas of Creamsicle and 
baking spice. The palate is broad and dry with stone-
fruit and barrel flavors. It provides intrigue but the 
wood seems to get in the way at times. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

88 Hawkins Cellars 2015 Barrel Select Viognier 
(Columbia Valley). The flower and peach 

aromas are quite subdued for the variety. The 
stone-fruit flavors provide more generosity while 
still displaying elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

88 Ott & Murphy 2014 Viognier (Rattlesnake 
Hills). The aromas are light, with notes of 

spice, apricot and lime zest. The peach flavors feel 
broad while still retaining a sense of balance. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

RIESLING

90 Gård 2014 Grand Klasse Reserve Lawrence 
Vineyards Riesling (Columbia Valley). Per-

fumed aromas of lime rind, white flowers, thyme 
and baking spice are followed by bone-dry flavors 
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that lead to a tart finish. It possesses an almost 
creamy feel, showing light oak influence. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $20 

90 Vino La Monarcha 2015 Riesling (Ancient 
Lakes). This is an aromatic wine, with 

scents of green melon candy, lime zest, white flow-
ers and white peach. It drinks off dry, with stone-
fruit flavors brightened by zippy acidity leading to a 
mouthwatering finish. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $15 

89 Ryan Patrick 2015 Olsen Brothers Vineyard 
Riesling (Yakima Valley). Lime, slate and 

floral aromas lead to an off-dry palate, with gener-
ous amounts of stone-fruit flavors. Floral notes per-
sist on the finish. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

88 Pacific Rim 2014 Dry Riesling (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas of white peach and apple lead 

to bone-dry fruit flavors. It provides a lot of appeal. 
Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Boomtown 2015 Pinot Gris (Washington). 
Aromas of freshly cut apple and pear are 

followed by dry fleshy fruit flavors with Granny 
Smith apple notes on the finish. It’s an accessible 
and enjoyable wine. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $19 

88 Eufloria NV Aromatic Blend (Washington). 
This wine lives up to its name with generous 

aromas of lychee, jasmine, apricot, and honeysuckle. 
It drinks off dry, with mouthful of stone-fruit flavors 
that are easygoing and immensely enjoyable. Best 
Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

88 Forgeron 2014 Façon Blanc (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is a blend of 33% Roussanne, 

30% Grenache Blanc, 22% Viognier and 15% Mar-
sanne. Aromas of corn husk, pear and flowers are 
followed by light elegantly styled stone-fruit flavors. 
It shows a sense of grace. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Tildio 2015 Estate Grown Sauvignon Blanc 
(Lake Chelan). Fermented in stainless steel, 

this fresh vibrant wine brings aromas of green pep-
per, gooseberry and citrus. The just off-dry tropical- 
fruit flavors are light in style but show depth, lin-
gering on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $25 

87 Gård 2014 Grand Klasse Reserve Lawrence 
Vineyards Pinot Gris (Columbia Valley). This 

wine starts out lightly reduced, with aromas of 
apple and baking spice followed by a full weighty 

just-off-dry palate, with a touch of warmth on the 
finish that adds some bitterness. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

ROSÉS

88 Eufloria NV Aromatic Rosé (Washington). 
Electric pink in color, this wine brings 

pungent notes of flowers, green herbs, peach and 
lychee. It drinks off dry, with grapefruit, lychee and 
stone-fruit flavors that linger on the finish. Best 
Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

83 Rocky Point 2015 Alice’s Rosé Boushey Vine-
yard (Yakima Valley). This pale strawberry 

colored wine is half Mourvèdre and half Grenache. It 
shows a fair amount of volatility that distracts from 
its aromas. It drinks dry with full seeming flavors. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35/500 ml 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

91 Dusted Valley 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are pitch 

black, with notes of blackberry and black cherry 
along with high-toned spices. The flavors are full 
and ripe, with blackberry notes lingering on the fin-
ish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $42 

91 Lauren Ashton Cellars 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Red Mountain). Aromas of cocoa, dark 

cherry, baker’s chocolate and graphite rise up from 
the glass. The flavors are dense and full, with firm 
chewy tannins backing them up. It should only 
improve with additional time in bottle. Best after 
2020. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Palencia 2014 El Viñador Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). The aromas bring notes of 

dark cherries and exotic spice. The palate is big and 
bold, with a mixture of fruit and barrel flavors backed 
by firm slightly dry tannins. It needs some time to 
settle in, with the wood currently a bit primary. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Airfield Estates 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Yakima Valley). The aromas suggest notes 

of herb, vanilla, wood spice, plum and dark fruit. 
The palate is restrained in style, full of dark-fruit 
and barrel flavors and lightly grainy tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

90 Airfield Estates 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Yakima Valley). High-toned aromas 

of cocoa, barrel spice, vanilla and dark fruit lead to 
plentiful, focused fruit and barrel flavors. The flavors 
linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

90 Balancing Act 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Washington). Deep blue and black-fruit 

and spice aromas lead to a soft silky palate loaded 
with fruit flavors. It’s a perfect example of the 
approachability of this vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

88 Disruption 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Wash-
ington). The variety is unmistakable on this 

wine, with its aromas of black currant, black cherry, 
dried herb and spice. The palate is fruit filled but 
well structured, with tart acids and a firm squeeze 
of tannin. Dark chocolate notes linger on the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Boomtown 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Blue and red-fruit aro-

mas lead to lightly styled cherry flavors. Herb 
accents run throughout. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

87 Keira 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia 
Valley). A blend of Stillwater Creek and Con-

ner Lee Vineyard fruit, this wine brings aromas of 
dried cherry and cranberry. The flavors are restrained 
but still show depth, seeming a bit dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

87 Liberty Lake 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). The aromas are subdued, with 

notes of spice, mineral and black fruit. The palate 
is reserved in style, supported by a frame of firm 
somewhat gruff tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $33 

MERLOT

91 Tamarack Cellars 2014 Merlot (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas of cocoa, milk chocolate, spice 

and red berries are followed by tart luscious red-
cherry and chocolate flavors. It shows a pleasing 
sense of balance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

89 Vino La Monarcha 2013 Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). Herb, baking spice and exotic spice 

aromas are followed by tart luscious cranberry and 
cherry flavors. It comes off as a bit oaky but it still 
brings a lot of appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $20 

88 Airfield Estates 2014 Merlot (Yakima Valley). 
Raspberry, plum and light herb aromas are 

followed by a flavorful palate, speckled with vanilla 
and other spices. Grainy tannins provide support. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

87 Boomtown 2014 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
Aromas of red fruit and herb are followed 

by light but pure cherry flavors. It provides a lot of 
easy-drinking appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $19 
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87 Liberty Lake 2011 Merlot (Red Mountain). 
Barrel aromas are out front with notes of 

wood spice, vanilla and cocoa followed by dark 
cherries and herb, starting to show a bit of age. The 
palate is fruit filled but shows the restraint of the 
vintage. The oak seems a bit overweighted. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

85 Keira 2014 Merlot (Yakima Valley). This 
wine all comes Chandler Reach Vineyards. 

The aromas seem to lack clarity while the cran-
berry, prune and cherry flavors want for midpalate 
concentration. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

GRENACHE

92 Kerloo 2014 Upland Vineyard Grenache 
(Snipes Mountain). All aged in neutral 

hogsheads and puncheons, this wine displays mes-
merizingly pure laser-focused aromas of raspberry, 
kirsch, white pepper, lemon zest, fresh flowers and 
dried herb. The palate brings a dazzling sense of 
freshness and purity—like drinking a bowl of fresh 
fruit. A velvety texture only adds to the intrigue. It’s 
a sensational effort. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

91 Palencia 2014 Grenache (Yakima Valley). 
Light aromas of raspberry, coriander, vanilla 

and barrel spice are followed by ripe rich red-fruit 
flavors that glide on the finish. A pillowy mouthfeel 
only heightens the interest. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

89 Ott & Murphy 2013 Sugarloaf Vineyard Gre-
nache (Rattlesnake Hills). Intriguing aro-

mas of fresh herb, potpourri and red fruit are fol-
lowed by juicy but restrained raspberry flavors. It 
shows a lovely sense of balance, tapering slightly 
toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

88 Rocky Point 2014 Boushey Vineyard Gre-
nache (Columbia Valley). Bright aromas of 

raspberry, cherry and orange peel are followed by 
full-throttle flavors that still display a sense of ele-
gance. It shows some warmth on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $48/500 ml 

88 Ryan Patrick 2013 Reserve Northridge Vine-
yard Grenache (Wahluke Slope). This wine 

is made in a ripe forward style, with lightly volatile 
aromas of apple, plum and dark raspberries. It’s full 
bodied and pulls no punches as generous red and 
black-fruit flavors with cocoa accents show some 
warmth on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

SYRAH

92 Dusted Valley 2014 Tall Tales Stoney Vine 
Vineyard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). Coming 

from the winery’s estate vineyard in The Rocks Dis-
trict, this aromatic brooder shows notes of crushed 
flowers, wet stone, orange peel, brown stems and 
dark fruit, along with lightly smoked meat accents. 
The palate boasts generous fruit and savory flavors 
that linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Kerloo 2014 Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). This 
wine mostly hails from Les Collines, with a 

splash of fruit from Upland Vineyard (12%) round-
ing it out. Aged in neutral oak, it displays brooding 
aromas of black pepper, plum, smoked meat, parsley 
and fresh violets. The plum and savory flavors bring 
a rich textured feel all the while displaying exquisite 
freshness. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

92 Kerloo 2014 Les Collines Syrah (Walla Walla 
Valley). Fermented with 100% stems and 

aged in neutral French oak, this textbook example of 
this top Syrah site brings aromas of smoked meat, 
purple fruit, crushed violets and fresh parsley along 
with other green herbs. The palate’s über-fresh 
fruit and savory flavors are supported by tart bright 
acids. This one will only get better with some bottle 
age and will truly shine at the dinner table. Best 
from 2022 through 2030. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

92 Palencia 2014 Syrah (Yakima Valley). For full 
review see page 11. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $36 

92 Saviah 2014 Reserve Syrah (Walla Walla Val-
ley). A blend of Funk (60%) and Watermill 

vineyards—both in The Rocks, this wine opens with 
brooding aromas of crushed flowers, plum, coffee, 
funk and tapenade, along with meaty undertones. 
The palate is soft and silky but full in feel, provid-
ing a lot of texture that keeps the interest high. The 
finish lingers. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

91 Dusted Valley 2013 Stained Tooth Syrah 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are bright, 

with notes of huckleberry, blueberry, dried vio-
lets, orange peel, olive and moist earth. The palate 
is brings an elegant styling, full of fruit and savory 
flavors with light meaty streaks running throughout. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $36 

90 Ott & Murphy 2013 Boushey Vineyard Syrah 
(Yakima Valley). Aromas of mineral, dried 

herb and plum are followed by fruit flavors that 
display depth and purity. It shows a lovely sense of 
elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

90 Tildio 2013 Estate Grown Syrah (Lake 
Chelan). The aromas are enticing, with 

notes of dark plum, clove and vanilla, with the latter 
becoming more prominent over time. The fruit and 
barrel flavors show a sense of poise and polish. The 

oak seems a bit heavy handed at times but there’s 
plenty of delicious fruit underneath. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

88 Airfield Estates 2014 Syrah (Yakima Val-
ley). The aromas are quite light, while the 

purple-fruit flavors are sappy and generous. If the 
aromas start to express themselves it could move up 
a notch. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Boomtown 2014 Syrah (Columbia Valley). 
Dark berry, huckleberry, wood spice and 

cocoa aromas are followed by palate-coating blue 
and purple-fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

88 Hawkins Cellars 2014 Reserve Syrah (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas are light, with notes 

of baking spice and black and blue fruit. Tart cherry 
flavors linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $36 

RED BLENDS

93 Latta 2013 Latta Latta (Columbia Val-
ley). A new offering from this winery, this 

wine is a blend of 58% Grenache, 23% Syrah and 
19% Mourvèdre hailing from Upland and Freewa-
ter Rocks vineyards. It brings mesmerizingly pure 
aromas of kirsch, white pepper, boysenberry, black 
plum and raspberry, along with a hint of barrel 
spice. The flavors show depth and texture, with cof-
fee notes lingering on the finish. It’s a stunner, espe-
cially at this price. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

92 Dusted Valley 2013 Wallywood (Columbia 
Valley). A blend of Syrah (62%), Petite 

Sirah (25%) and Mourvèdre, this no-holds-barred 
wine offers aromas of potpourri, orange peel, pep-
pery spices and dark fruit. It’s ripe and full bodied 
with a finish that lingers. —S.S. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $42 

92 Gård 2014 Vaucluse Lawrence Vineyards 
(Columbia Valley). A blend of Syrah (68%), 

Grenache (29%) and Viognier, this wine brings 
pungent, directly appealing aromas of smoked meat, 
blue fruit, black olive, orange peel and high-toned 
flowers. The blue and black-fruit and smoked-meat 
flavors are silky and well constructed with a finish 
that lingers. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

91 Dusted Valley 2014 Squirrel Tooth Alice Red 
Wine (Red Mountain). This wine is a blend of 

Mourvèdre (63%), Grenache (27%) and Syrah. The 
aromas pop, with notes of freshly ground black pep-
per, black fruit and herb. The palate is action packed 
with juicy dark-fruit flavors that stretch out on the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $39 
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91 Forgeron 2013 Façon Rouge (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is just under half Syrah with the 

balance near equally split between Mourvèdre and 
Grenache. Peppery spices and sappy dark-fruit aro-
mas are followed by juicy dark-fruit flavors that 
persist. It shows a very pretty styling. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $35 

91 Palencia 2014 Casa Amarilla (Yakima Valley). 
Grenache makes up 60% of this wine with 

Syrah (30%) and Mourvèdre rounding it out. Light 
aromas of exotic barrel spice, herb and dark fruit are 
followed by rich lusciously textured cherry flavors 
that coat the palate from end to end. One wants a 
bit more aromatically but the palate more than 
makes up the difference. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Saviah 2014 Une Vallée Red Wine (Walla Walla 
Valley). This wine is a blend of Cabernet Sau-

vignon (56%), Merlot (33%) and Cabernet Franc. 
Aromas of milk chocolate, cherry, herb and moist 
earth give way to soft supple palate-coating fruit 
and barrel flavors. It shows a lot of elegance and 
refinement. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Airfield Estates 2014 Dauntless Red Wine 
(Yakima Valley). Merlot (73%) takes the 

lead on this wine, which is rounded out by Mal-
bec (12%), Cabernet Sauvignon (7%), Petit Verdot 
(4%) and Cabernet Franc. Aromas of herb, barrel 
spice, pencil lead and red and black fruit are fol-
lowed by plump yet elegant fruit flavors backed by 
chalky tannins. It shows a lot of restraint. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

90 Lauren Ashton Cellars 2013 Proprietor’s 
Cuvée (Columbia Valley). Cabernet Sau-

vignon makes up over 70% of this blend with the 
balance Merlot, Petit Verdot and Malbec. It shows 
aromas of dark cherries, licorice and brooding black 
fruit that at times seems slightly dried out. The pal-
ate shows elegantly styled dark-fruit flavors that 
linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

89 Disruption 2014 Red Wine (Washington). 
A blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

40% Malbec, this wine is fresh and fruit filled, 
with aromas and flavors of plum and black currant, 
sprinkled with light barrel spices and mocha tones. 
It shows a lovely sense of balance and poise that 
kicks it up a notch. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Lauren Ashton Cellars 2013 Cuvée Arlette 
(Columbia Valley). Principally Merlot, Cab-

ernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon along with 
smidges of Malbec and Petit Verdot, this wine offers 
subdued aromas of dark coffee, herb, blackberry and 
graphite. The coffee and cherry flavors are lighter 
in style, tapering slightly toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

89 Lauren Ashton Cellars 2013 Cuvée Estelle 
(Columbia Valley). Merlot (64%) takes the 

lead on this blend followed by Cabernet Sauvignon 
(27%) and Petit Verdot. Light aromas of red and 
black fruit and herb are followed by sweet cherry 
flavors. It shows a lot of elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

89 Ott & Murphy 2013 L’Entente (Columbia Val-
ley). Syrah makes up three-quarters of this 

wine, with the balance Mourvèdre (20%) and Petit 
Sirah. Lightly volatile aromas of cherry and black 
pepper are followed by elegantly styled plum and 
spice flavors. It provides a lot of intrigue. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $41 

88 Charles & Charles 2015 Syrah Post No. 35 
Blend Cabernet Sauvignon-Syrah (Columbia 

Valley). This 70-30 blend of Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Syrah brings fruit-filled aromas of plum, herb 
and cherry. It packs a mouthful of fruit flavors, with 
firm lightly astringent tannins providing support. It 
needs some time to stretch its legs. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

88 Columbia Winery 2013 Legacy Red Blend 
(Horse Heaven Hills). Cabernet Sauvignon 

makes up just over two-thirds of this blend with the 
balance Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit 
Verdot. Aromas of vanilla, cocoa, dill and cherry 
lead to restrained fruit and barrel flavors, with the 
tannins showing some grit. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

87 Keira 2014 G-S-M (Columbia Valley). This 
wine is 60% Grenache, 35% Syrah and 5% 

Mourvèdre. Vanilla aromas are prominent along 
with prune and other dried fruit. Fruit and barrel 
flavors intermingle on the palate, with the fruit 
seeming dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

87 Ryan Patrick 2015 Redhead Red (Columbia 
Valley). Aroma of freshly cut red apple, rasp-

berry and cherry are followed by sweet jammy red 
and black-fruit flavors. It goes down easily. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Liberty Lake 2011 Aquila (Red Mountain). 
Aromas of dried fruit and barrel spice lead 

to tart, slightly dilute seeming fruit flavors backed 
by lightly gritty tannins. It seems a bit evolved for 
its age. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Syncline 2014 Heart of the Hill Vineyard 
Mourvèdre (Red Mountain). This variety is 

still a rarity in the state, with vineyard-designated 
offerings even more so. Aromas of cherry, mortared 
herb and mineral are followed by focused tightly 
wound black-fruit flavors that persist on the finish. 
It appears to show a bit more oak influence than the 

winery is typically known for but still delivers the 
goods. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

91 Palencia 2013 El Viñador Petit Verdot (Wah-
luke Slope). Brooding aromas of moist soil 

and dark cherry are followed by big bold cherry fla-
vors that coat the palate. The variety’s often burly 
tannins are kept well in check. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

91 Palencia 2014 Mourvèdre (Yakima Valley). 
Somewhat pale in color, this wine offers sub-

dued aromas of herb, cherry, cigar box and peppery 
spices. The palate shows exquisite freshness and 
purity along with a lovely sense of texture and rich-
ness. It’s an elegant expression of the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $36 

91 Tildio 2013 Estate Grown Cabernet Franc 
(Lake Chelan). Brooding aromas of herbs, 

dark cherries and flowers are followed by supple, 
polished dark-fruit flavors. It’s a promising wine 
from this young growing region. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

90 Dusted Valley 2013 Petite Sirah (Wahluke 
Slope). Aromas of vanilla, baking spice, 

wood spice and pitch-black fruit are followed by 
power-packed fruit and barrel flavors. The oak is 
primary at present. Give it time to integrate. Best 
after 2021. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $42 

90 Vino La Monarcha 2014 Sangiovese (Wah-
luke Slope). Very varietal aromas of sour 

cherry and cranberry lead to a fruit-filled flavorful 
palate. Light oak accents linger on the finish. It’s a 
very pleasing example of the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

89 Airfield Estates 2014 Pinot Noir (Yakima 
Valley). Pinot Noir is a relative rarity in 

Washington, especially coming from this appel-
lation. This one charms with abundant aromas of 
strawberry and sarsaparilla followed by an elegantly 
styled yet flavorful palate. One of the better exam-
ples coming from the state. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

89 Tildio 2012 Stillwater Creek Vineyard Malbec 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of clove, black-

berry and dried fig lead to palate-staining cherry 
flavors. Lightly grainy tannins provide support, with 
the fruit seeming a bit dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

89 Vino La Monarcha 2014 Malbec (Wahluke 
Slope). The aromas are quite light for the 

variety, while the palate brings plush plump velvety 
cherry and cranberry flavors that linger and provide 
a lot of appeal. If the aromas open up it could go up 
a notch or two. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 
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88 Ott & Murphy 2014 Boushey Vineyard Cou-
noise (Washington). Aromas of blue fruit, 

smoke and herb are followed by plump rounded 
plum flavors. It delivers a lot of enjoyment. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

88 Tildio 2013 Estate Grown Tempranillo (Lake 
Chelan). Examples of this variety from this 

young growing region are quite rare. This one pro-
vides aromas of pencil lead, herb, vanilla and prune 
that are followed by a flavorful palate with the black-
fruit flavors seeming slightly dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

87 Liberty Lake 2012 Tempranillo (Red Moun-
tain). This variety is an extreme rarity in this 

appellation. This one offers aromas of wet penny, 
spice and red fruit. The palate is medium bodied, 
with the tannins bringing some grit. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

IDAHO
RIESLING

88 Ste. Chapelle 2015 Special Harvest Riesling 
(Snake River Valley). For full review see 

page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

86 Cinder 2015 Off-dry Riesling (Snake River 
Valley). Vibrant but slightly reduced aro-

mas of canned pear, jasmine, flowers and peach are 
followed by off-dry-leaning sweeter fruit flavors. It 
brings appeal but needs more acid to stand it up. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $18 

86 Sawtooth 2015 Estate Grown Riesling 
(Snake River Valley). Bright aromas of hon-

eysuckle, honey and ripe peach lead to medium-
sweet fruit flavors. The concentration isn’t all there 
but there’s still much to enjoy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $13 

86 Snake River 2013 Arena Valley Vineyard Ries-
ling (Snake River Valley). Aromas of honeyed 

peach and lime leaf are followed by off-dry flavors. It 
needs more acid to stand it up. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $10 

85 Bitner 2013 Reserve Riesling (Snake River 
Valley). Aromas of lees and ripe red apple 

lead to medium-sweet apple flavors. It goes down 
easy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $NA 

CHARDONNAY

88 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2014 Single Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Snake River Valley). Toast, 

lime and nut butter aromas lead to full-bodied but 
well-balanced kiwi and pineapple flavors that carry 

on the finish. The concentration wavers at times but 
there’s plenty to hold interest. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $18 

87 Sawtooth 2014 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Snake River Valley). The aromas are gener-

ous, with notes of red apple, melon, pear and spice. 
The palate is lightly creamy in feel, very varietal, 
with a kiss of oak providing accents. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $12 

87 Sawtooth 2013 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Snake River Valley). Aromas of butter, pear 

and pineapple are followed by a somewhat light-
weight but still flavorful palate. Tropical flavors lin-
ger on the finish. The concentration doesn’t all seem 
there but what is provides plenty of interest. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

WHITE BLENDS

87 Laissez Faire 2015 Sauvignon Blanc-Chenin 
Blanc (Snake River Valley). Light aromas of 

herb, toasted grapenuts, peach and orange peel lead 
to off-dry stone-fruit flavors. It shows a touch of 
reduction but otherwise goes down easy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $16 

87 Huston 2014 Chicken Dinner White Wine 
(Snake River Valley). A blend of Riesling, 

Muscat and Viognier, this wine offers aromas of white 
flowers, orange peel and citrus. It drinks off dry, with 
abundant mandarin flavors that linger. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $16 

85 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2014 Vivacious 
Viognier 76%/Roussanne 24% (Snake River 

Valley). The floral aromas seem somewhat wilted, 
with peach notes lurking in the background. It’s full 
in feel, drinking dry. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $18 

OTHER WHITE WINES

87 Sawtooth 2015 Pinot Gris (Snake River Valley). 
The pear, apple and apple skin aromas are 

light. The palate brings just off-dry pear flavors with 
a full feel. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

84 Hat Ranch 2014 Estate Grown Dry Moscato 
(Snake River Valley). The aromas of lychee, 

lime, herb and white flowers are pungent. The pal-
ate brings a light spritz, with the concentration 
seeming wanting. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $27 

SYRAH

89 Cinder 2014 Syrah (Snake River Valley). The 
aromas are generous, with notes of blueber-

ries and cream along with an herbal grace note. The 

flavors show a fine sense of purity along with an 
appealing texture. The oak shows a bit prominently 
at times. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $29 

89 Telaya 2014 Syrah (Snake River Valley). This 
wine provides plenty of aromatic intrigue, 

with notes of wet stone, black pepper and umami. 
The savory and citrus flavors are quite restrained, 
showing a lot of elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2014 Single Vine-
yard Syrah (Eagle Foothills). One of the first 

bottles to bear the name of this new growing region, 
the aromas are light with notes of baking spice, 
cherry, vanilla and Red Vines. The fruit flavors are 
sweet and supple, backed by lightly grainy tannins. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $30 

RED BLENDS

89 Cinder NV Cabernet Sauvignon 67% Merlot 
19% Malbec 14% (Snake River Valley). The 

aromas are fruit forward and pleasing, with notes 
of plum, spice, tangerine peel, dark fruit and green 
herbs. The palate brings a sense of elegance and 
subtlety, showing a deft touch. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

89 Telaya 2014 Turas (Snake River Valley). This 
wine opens with notes of cedar, toast, black 

olive and smoke, with the Syrah showing promi-
nently. The palate is quite restrained in style, with 
tart acids framing the fruit and savory flavors nicely. 
Floral and orange peel flavors round out the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

88 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2013 Syrah 80% 
Mourvèdre 20% (Snake River Valley). 

Unusual aromas of freshly rubbed herb, peppery 
spice, plum and pencil eraser lead to a supple full-
feeling palate with a coffee-filled finish that lingers. 
It has nuances that hold the attention. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $23 

88 Sawtooth 2013 Estate Grown Skyline (Snake 
River Valley). Dried black and red-currant, 

green herb and vanilla aromas are followed by 
plummy fruit flavors that provide appeal. Best Buy. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $12 

88 Williamson Vineyard 2012 Harvest Moon Red 
(Snake River Valley). This wine is a blend of 

40% each Mourvèdre and Syrah along with 15% 
Petite Sirah and 5% Viognier. Aromas of orange 
zest, flowers, raw meat and peppery spices lead to 
a soft palate, full of citrus flavors that seem a bit 
out of balance but that still provide intrigue. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 
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84 Laissez Faire 2015 Red Table Wine (Idaho). 
The aromas of tire rubber and reduction are 

a challenge to get around. The palate offers sweet cur-
rant flavors but can’t make up the difference. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $16 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Telaya 2014 Mourvèdre (Snake River Valley). 
The varietal is unmistakable, with generous 

amounts of freshly ground black pepper along with 
lemon twist, herb and raw meat. The medium-bod-
ied palate brings more of the same, with fruit and 
savory flavors that provide intrigue. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Huston 2013 Merlot (Snake River Valley). 
Pleasing aromas of raspberry jam and spice 

lead to soft plump raspberry and cranberry flavors. 
It’s fruit forward and brings a lot of enjoyment. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $27 

87 Bitner 2012 Erletxe Tempranillo (Snake River 
Valley). Brooding aromas of earth, tobacco, 

spice and red fruit lead to plentiful savory tobacco 
and mesquite flavors. It seems a bit dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $27 

87 Sawtooth 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Snake 
River Valley). The aromas bring notes of 

herb, sweet tobacco and ash. The plum flavors are 
tart and full in feel, with the tannins giving a (quite) 
chalky squeeze. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $16 

87 Snake River 2012 Arena Valley Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Snake River Valley). Aromas 

of dried and fresh herbs, whole green pepper and 
tobacco lead to tart savory cranberry and citrus fla-
vors. It trails toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $20 

87 Williamson Vineyard 2011 Reserve Petite 
Sirah (Snake River Valley). The aromas of 

tilled soil, white pepper, lemon grass and citrus pro-
vide intrigue. The palate brings a big squeeze of dry 
tannins along with tart acids. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

87 Williamson Vineyard 2012 Sangiovese (Snake 
River Valley). Aromas of herb, tobacco, tire 

rubber and leather lead to soft-feeling citrus and 
savory flavors. There are some interesting things 
going on but the variety seems hard to find. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $18 

86 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2014 Single Vine-
yard Sangiovese (Eagle Foothills). This wine 

offers aromas of wild berry, flowers, barrel notes 
and spice. The palate is lighter styled, backed by 
chalky tannins. The variety seems somewhat hard 
to find. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

85 Williamson Vineyard 2012 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Snake River Valley). The vanilla, cocoa 

and dark-fruit aromas show some volatility. The fla-
vors are sweet and ripe, not quite able to stay in bal-
ance. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $30 

NEW YORK
CHARDONNAY

89 Hound’s Tree 2015 Chardonnay (North Fork 
of Long Island). Fresh and fragrant, this 

luscious Chardonnay bursts with flavors of pink 
grapefruit, lemon and apple. It’s ripe and yielding in 
texture but pertly balanced in acidity, finishing on 
a lingering bite of astringency. Drink now through 
2020. —A.I. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $24 

89 One Woman 2015 Chardonnay (North Fork 
of Long Island). Fresh white grapefruit and 

peach flavors abound from nose to finish in this 
elegantly balanced Chardonnay. It’s juicy and quaf-
fable with a rich, expansive mouthfeel, yet nuanced 
by subtle hints of mineral and toast. Enjoy now 
through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

88 Glenora 2015 Barrel Fermented Chardonnay 
(Finger Lakes). Ripe red apple, lemon and 

caramelized sugar scent this enticingly fragrant 
Chardonnay. On the palate, fresh apple and citrus 
flavors are backed by a rich slightly clingy back-
drop of vanilla cream. A fresh hit of lime and hints 
of wood and spice mark a moderately long finish. 
Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Kontokosta 2014 Orient Chardonnay (North 
Fork of Long Island). Buoyantly fragrant, 

this voluptuous Chardonnay bursts of mango, guava 
and berry aromas. The palate is a bit more subdued, 
suggesting fresh apple and pear. Fruity, fresh and 
uncomplicated, it’s balanced neatly by a flash of 
acidity on the midpalate. Drink now through 2019. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Rooster Hill 2015 Chardonnay (Finger 
Lakes). While the nose is intensely oaky, 

wafting of dark toast, smoked nuts and spice, the 
palate of this Chardonnay is surprisingly fresh with 
crisp apple and pear flavors. It’s a rounded, volup-
tuous wine that neatly balances the richness and 
complexity of oak against fruit. Drink now through 
2021. —A.I. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $16 

88 Standing Stone 2015 Chardonnay (Finger 
Lakes). Judiciously balanced notes of toast, 

spice and vanilla augment crisp red apple and lemon 
tones in this brisk Chardonnay. Cutting minerality 

on the midpalate lends an invigorating freshness 
through the finish. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $16 

87 Chateau Lafayette Reneau 2014 Proprietor’s 
Reserve Chardonnay (Finger Lakes). Oak 

tones of spice, smoke and toasted wood show prom-
inently on this Chardonnay, juxtaposed against 
muted apple and pear flavors. Glimpses of pretty 
white floral and citrus lend freshness to the palate, 
amplified by zesty acidity and a sexy tinge of vanilla 
on the finish. Of the two bottles received for sam-
pling, there was noticeable bottle variation with one 
showing signs of premature maturation. Drink now 
through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Jamesport 2014 Estate Chardonnay (North 
Fork of Long Island). Waxy citrus peels and 

pressed apples waft on the nose of this Chardon-
nay. Flavors of apple and pear cider are a bit muted, 
but it’s elegantly composed, marked by brisk acidity 
and a pleasantly bitter tone on the finish. Drink now 
through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Lamoreaux Landing 2014 Reserve Chardon-
nay (Finger Lakes). Fresh lemon perfume 

juxtaposes delicate toast and spice notes on this 
briskly balanced yet full-bodied Chardonnay. It’s 
not deeply penetrating, but crisp apple and pear 
flavors brighten the palate. The finish lingers on a 
silken vanilla tone. Drink now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

87 Stony Lonesome 2015 Estate Reserve Char-
donnay (Finger Lakes). Intensely fruity, 

almost tropical, on the nose, this juicy Chardonnay 
is chock full of fresh pineapple, melon and mango 
flavors. While not complex, it’s a fun, widely appeal-
ing wine marked by bright acidity and luscious 
mouthfeel. Enjoy now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $16 

87 Treleaven 2013 Silver Lining Chardonnay 
(Finger Lakes). Dusty mineral tones mingle 

amidst zesty lemon and apple in this particularly 
light-bodied white. Zippy and brisk, it’s a lean but 
properly concentrated Chardonnay that finishes 
with vigor and vibe. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $14 

86 Wagner 2014 Reserve Chardonnay (Finger 
Lakes). Lithe and lean, this Chardonnay 

suggests a lighter-bodied, slighter expression. Zesty 
acidity and tart lemon-lime flavors are refreshing 
and thirst quenching on the palate though. The 
finish eases into delicate notes of spice and toast. 
Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $18 

85 Diliberto 2015 Chardonnay (North Fork of 
Long Island). Layers of wood and bramble 

juxtapose flavors of pressed apple, pear and lemon 
here. While its light-bodied style and brisk acidity 
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are refreshing, it finishes on slightly bitter tones of 
sap and resin. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

88 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2015 Pinot Gris 
(Finger Lakes). Pristinely fresh apple and 

pears are cutting and crisp in this dry Pinot Gris. 
Texturally, it’s luscious and expansive, yet maintains 
a keen balance of acidity as well as a crisp mineral 
finish. Enjoy now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Ventosa 2015 Pinot Gris (Finger Lakes). 
Fresh apple, lemon and pear flavors are 

accented by a hint of smoked nuts in this bold, full-
bodied Pinot Gris. Rich and a bit creamy in mouth-
feel yet balanced briskly, it’s a satisfying white with 
wide pairing appeal. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $18 

87 Martha Clara 2015 Island Series Pinot Grigio 
(North Fork of Long Island). Hints of cara-

melized sugar lend warmth to this fresh fruity wine 
full of nectarine and grapefruit flavors. It’s rich in 
body with a luscious, mouthfilling cling off set by 
sunny tangerine acidity. Enjoy now through 2018. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

86 Billsboro 2015 Sawmill Creek Vineyards Pinot 
Gris (Finger Lakes). Savory, smoky tones 

lend a shadowy feel to fresh apple and pear flavors 
in this dry medium-bodied Pinot Gris. It’s not deeply 
concentrated in fruit but refreshing and easy going. 
Drink now through 2018. —A.I. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $16 

86 Glenora 2015 Pinot Gris (Finger Lakes). 
Zesty red apple and lemon notes are marked 

by touches of smoke and nuts in this easygoing 
Pinot Gris. Dry in style, it’s not deeply concentrated 
on the palate but refreshingly citrusy. The finish is 
brisk and clean. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

GEWÜRZTRAMINER

90 Standing Stone 2015 Gewürztraminer (Fin-
ger Lakes). Bursts of fresh lychee and pink 

grapefruit are tinged with lemongrass and rose pet-
als on the nose of this classically perfumed Gewürz-
traminer. It’s bold in body and alcohol, and a bit 
dense in mouthfeel, yet balanced tautly with zesty 
acidity and a shimmer of salty mineral on the finish. 
It’s a lovely wine now but should hold nicely till at 
least 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $19 

89 Treleaven 2013 Gewurztraminer (Finger 
Lakes). From delicate grapefruit to lychee 

and guava, fruit flavors gain concentration from 

nose to palate in this rich almost tropical Gewürz-
traminer. Bold and lusciously textured, it’s slightly 
warming on the palate yet balanced, finishing with 
sizzles of spice and lemon-lime acidity. Drink now 
through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

88 Lamoreaux Landing 2015 Gewürztraminer 
(Finger Lakes). Voluptuous and a bit 

brawny, this ebulliently perfumed Gewürztraminer 
is hardly a wall flower. It’s lavishly fruity, bursting 
of sun-kissed grapefruit, lychee and white-peach 
flavors. Yielding acidity and a richly dense mouth-
filling texture leave a lingering kiss of warmth on 
the finish. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

87 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2015 Gewürztra-
miner (Finger Lakes). While ripe nectarine 

and grapefruit notes are bold on the nose, the pal-
ate of this medium-bodied Gewürztraminer is a 
bit demure. It’s a refreshing easy-drinking white, 
however, offering delicate hints of lychee, citrus and 
guava flavor. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Rooster Hill 2015 Estate Gewürztraminer 
(Finger Lakes). While grapefruit and lychee 

aromas are fresh and clean on the nose, the palate of 
this full-bodied Gewürztraminer is a bit muted by 
comparison. It’s texturally rich, but flavors suggest 
pressed apple and pear accented by hints of ginger 
and spice. Drink now through 2018. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

GRÜNER VELTLINER

88 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2015 Grüner Veltliner 
(Finger Lakes). Asian pear and white-grape-

fruit notes are cutting and spry from nose to palate 
in this light-footed Grüner Veltliner. While delicate 
in concentration, invigorating acidity and brisk tex-
ture invigorate the palate. A hint of smoke meanders 
through a long finish. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Fulkerson 2014 William Vigne Grüner Velt-
liner (Seneca Lake). Wisps of green herb 

and alpine breeze lend a cool refreshing tone to this 
zesty Grüner Veltliner. While delicate in body and 
concentration, it’s spry lime and grapefruit flavors 
are invigorating. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

88 One Woman 2015 Grüner Veltliner (North 
Fork of Long Island). Dusty mineral tones 

accent fresh apple, pear and green plum in this full-
bodied Grüner Veltliner. Its rippling mouthfilling 
texture is pleasing, offset pertly by zesty lime acidity 
on the finish. Enjoy now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

86 Lamoreaux Landing 2015 Grüner Veltliner 
(Finger Lakes). Delicate but savory apple 

and pear aromas extend to the palate of this big-
bodied Grüner Veltliner. While texturally bold, dense 
even, the palate is anchored neatly by brisk acidity. 
Fruit flavors are not deeply concentrated but it’s a 
satisfyingly rich wine to enjoy now through 2018. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $20 

RIESLING

90 Heron Hill 2014 Reserve Riesling (Finger 
Lakes). Crushed minerals and pristine 

white-grapefruit and green-plum flavors mingle 
gorgeously throughout this revitalizing Riesling. It’s 
zesty and spry but has a rounded, slightly yielding 
mouthfeel. The finish wraps up quite dry. Drink 
now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Glenora 2015 Dry Riesling (Finger Lakes). 
A hint of lemongrass lends complexity to 

fresh lime, lemon and green plum in this revitaliz-
ing dry Riesling. It’s light as a feather in texture yet 
concentrated in flavor. Crushed mineral tones linger 
on the finish. Drink now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

88 Atwater 2014 Riesling (Finger Lakes). While 
the nose suggests more dusty mineral than 

fruit, the palate of this off-dry Riesling offers loads 
of concentrated tangerine, lemon and apple flavors. 
It’s juicy and ripe yet keenly balanced by a pene-
trating backbone of lemon-lime acidity. Drink now 
through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 10.1% Price: $16 

88 Heron Hill 2015 Ingle Vineyard Riesling (Fin-
ger Lakes). A wisp of bramble extends a 

savory tone from nose to finish on this otherwise 
bright bristling wine. Delicate honey tones register 
as off dry on the palate but balance neatly alongside 
flavors of freshly pressed apples and pears. The fin-
ish is marked by a touch of pencil lead. Drink now 
through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Wagner 2015 Dry Riesling (Finger Lakes). 
Fresh and fragrant, this apple-scented 

Riesling offers loads of brisk lemon-lime flavors 
augmented by a subtle vein of smoke. Dry in style, 
it’s delicately textured with a lean, slightly cutting 
demeanor. Drink now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $15 

87 240 Days 2015 Riesling (Finger Lakes). Waxy 
citrus skins and pressed apple notes are 

accented by a whiff of pine in this racy light-footed 
Riesling. It’s just a shade off dry, with an invigorat-
ingly brisk texture. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $28 

87 Barnstormer 2014 N6679P Riesling (Finger 
Lakes). Veins of smoke and petrol thread 

through layers of pressed apple, pear and tangerine 
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in this sprightly semi-dry Riesling. It’s a delicately 
concentrated wine but bolstered by crisp lemon 
acidity and touches of bramble and spice. Drink 
now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $33 

87 Lamoreaux Landing 2014 Red Oak Vine-
yard Riesling (Finger Lakes). Dusty min-

eral, smoke and struck flint lend a savory tone to 
this lean light-bodied Riesling. Off dry in style, the 
palate offers delicately concentrated flavors of red 
apple and nectarine off set by tangerine acidity. 
Drink now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $20 

87 Lamoreaux Landing 2014 Yellow Dog Vine-
yard Riesling (Finger Lakes). Intensely smoky 

tones of struck flint and ash extend throughout this 
otherwise bright nimble Riesling. The palate boasts 
freshly pressed apple and pear flavors accentuated by 
zippy lemon-lime acidity. Drink now through 2021. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $20 

87 Sheldrake Point 2015 Dry Estate Bottled 
Riesling (Finger Lakes). Cutting lemon, lime 

and tangerine flavors lend puckering refreshment to 
this light-bodied dry Riesling. It’s lean in style but 
invigorating and fresh. A hint of zest adds bite to 
a lingering finish. Drink now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $16 

87 Treleaven 2014 Semi-Dry Riesling (Finger 
Lakes). Zippy white grapefruit and lemon 

juxtapose more savory tones of crushed mineral, 
pressed apple and pear in this off-dry Riesling. The 
palate is sprightly and bright with a clean, moder-
ately persistent finish. Drink now through 2019. 
—A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 McGregor 2014 Riesling (Finger Lakes). 
Savory, sightly bruised tones of pressed 

apple and pear persist throughout this briskly com-
posed wine. Off dry in style, it’s limned by a comfort-
ing edge of honey and sweet-tart tangerine. Drink 
now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

86 Swedish Hill 2015 Dry Riesling (Finger 
Lakes). While fresh white flower, apple and 

lemon aromas on the nose are quite concentrated, 
the palate of this feather-light Riesling is a bit lean 
by comparison. Its lemony-fresh disposition offers 
refreshment though without complication. Enjoy 
now through 2018. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

86 Treleaven 2013 Reserve Riesling (Cayuga 
Lake). Savory tones of dusty mineral and 

smoked nuts persist from nose to finish on this 
slightly off-dry Riesling. Pressed apple and pear fla-
vors on the palate are crisp, finishing with lingering 
earthiness. Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

85 Three Brothers 2015 0 Degrees of Riesling 
Dry Riesling (Finger Lakes). While fresh 

lemon and lime notes are invigorating, there’s a 
slightly savory tone to this dry Riesling suggesting 
hints of grain and milled corn. Its spry light-bodied 
style is thirst quenching, however, and the finish 
wraps up brisk and clean. Drink now through 2018. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Heron Hill 2015 Reserve Morris Vineyard 
Pinot Blanc (Finger Lakes). Crisp lemon, 

apple and pear abound in this richly textured yet 
pertly balanced Pinot Blanc. It’s an easy quaff-
ing, elegant wine with hints of nut and toast that 
extend elegantly on the finish. Drink now through 
2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Rooster Hill 2015 Estate Vidal Blanc (Finger 
Lakes). Pleasant whiffs of smoked nut and 

blossom accent fresh apple and pear in this squarely 
balanced dry white. Fresh acidity on the midpalate 
lends zip to a lingering but refreshing finish. Drink 
now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $15 

86 Glenora 2015 Pinot Blanc (Finger Lakes). A 
rich backdrop of cream and toast bolsters 

this delicate apple-scented wine. While light in 
body and concentration, its lingering silkiness is 
pleasant and comforting. Drink now through 2019. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Standing Stone 2015 Dry Vidal (Finger 
Lakes). Slightly muted tones of pressed 

apple and pear waft from this light-bodied Vidal 
Blanc. It’s not a deeply concentrated or persistent 
wine but bright and quaffable. Sunny tangerine 
acidity brightens a brisk finish. Drink now through 
2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $14 

ROSÉS

89 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2015 Dry Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). Intensely fruity notes of red currant 

and raspberry abound on this fragrant full-bodied 
rosé. It’s boldly concentrated on the palate as well, 
bursting of fresh berry and plum flavors. Primary 
and juicy in style, yet elegant and penetrating, it’s 
an excellent rosé for year-round consumption—if 
you can still find a bottle. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $15 

89 McGregor 2015 Rosé of Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). Fresh raspberry and peach 

perfume collide into a zesty crush of minerality on 
the nose and palate of this invigorating dry rosé. It’s 
feather light on the palate but zippy and bright in 

acidity. The finish is marked by a lingering but deli-
cate bite of astringency. A rosé worth seeking out far 
beyond the summer months. —A.I. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $16 

88 Lamoreaux Landing 2015 Dry Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). Smoky flint and crushed mineral 

tones contrast concentrated raspberry and straw-
berry flavors in this richly concentrated rosé. Full 
bodied and supple in texture, it’s sturdy enough to 
accompany heartier fish and fowl dishes far beyond 
the summer months. Sunny acidity brightens the 
finish. —A.I. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $17 

86 240 Days 2015 Rosé (Finger Lakes). Subtle 
notes of bramble, smoke and raspberry 

entice on the nose of this dry rosé. While delicate 
in concentration, its supple silken mouthfeel and 
yielding acidity are approachable and comforting. 
The finish is bright and clean. Drink now. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

86 McGregor 2015 Pinot Noir Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). While the nose is quite bold, boast-

ing concentrated notes of strawberry leather and 
caramel, the palate on this delicately framed rosé 
is demure. It’s a bit light in concentration with soft 
acidity, but an easygoing quaffer for early consump-
tion. —A.I. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $16 

PINOT NOIR

91 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2015 Pinot Noir 
(Finger Lakes). Lavish violet perfume intro-

duces this demure yet luminous Pinot Noir. Crisp 
black cherry and berry flavors are full of tartness 
and vibe, yet edged by soft tones of toast and earth, 
along with a fine frame of tannins. The finish mean-
ders beautifully. It’s ready to drink now but should 
continue to drink well until at least 2023. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $18 

90 Hudson-Chatham 2014 Columbia County 
Pinot Noir (Hudson River Region). A bright 

star within Hudson-Chatham’s strong lineup of red 
wine, this Pinot Noir offers loads of fresh pristine 
black-cherry and berry flavors. Whiffs of bramble, 
toast and anise lend complexity to a neatly balanced 
yet silken palate. A fine feathery fringe of tannins 
leads a long finish. Drink now through 2022. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Billsboro 2014 Leidenfrost Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Finger Lakes). Rich ripe black-cherry 

and plum flavors burst from the glass in this robust, 
lavishly toasty Pinot Noir. Shards of granite miner-
ality and bold tannins lend structure to the midpal-
ate, along with a refreshing swathe of herbs on the 
finish. Enjoy now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 
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89 Rooster Hill 2014 Estate Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Finger Lakes). Luscious blackberries and 

cherries are edged with anise and exotic spice in 
this rich expansive Pinot Noir. Luscious mouthfeel 
is offset by fine-grained tannins and a refreshing 
swathe of green on the finish. Drink now through 
2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Billsboro 2014 Sawmill Creek Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Finger Lakes). Nuanced notes of 

dried sour cherry, savory spice and resin abound on 
the nose of this Pinot Noir. The palate is a bit more 
straightforward, offering bold fleshy red-cherry 
flavor but still augmented by hints of bramble and 
savory herbs. Fine, rigid tannins mark a tightly 
wound finish. Drink now through 2022. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Lamoreaux Landing 2014 Pinot Noir (Fin-
ger Lakes). Despite its robust body, there’s 

a delicacy to pristine red cherry and cassis in this 
pretty Pinot Noir. It’s not a richly concentrated wine, 
but nuanced elegantly by touches of crushed min-
eral, licorice and cocoa. Soft, feathery tannins guide 
a moderately long finish. Drink now through 2020. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

BACO NOIR

91 Hudson-Chatham 2014 Middlehope Casscles 
Vineyards Baco Noir (Hudson River Region). 

This perfumed floral red made from Baco Noir, an 
underappreciated French-American hybrid grape, 
offers surprising depth of complexity and finesse. 
Hints of dark char, porcini and spice mingle amidst 
prettier tones of violet and black cherry. It’s crisp 
and lively on the palate, edged by layers of fine 
feathery tannins and a crush of granite on the fin-
ish. Ready to drink now, but tuck a few bottles away 
to enjoy from now until 2022 if you can. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

88 Hudson-Chatham 2014 Old Vines Masson 
Place Vineyard Pulteney Farm Baco Noir 

(New York). Lusciously rich black-cherry preserves 
are juxtaposed by a puckery tartness in this struc-
turally bold Baco Noir. It’s rich and velvety on the 
palate with lingering tones of spice, vanila and wet 
earth on the finish. Drink now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

88 Hudson-Chatham 2014 Reserve Casscles 
Vineyards Baco Noir (New York). Despite its 

delicate body, there’s a fleshy unctuous feel to this 
forward red. Bright black-cherry and plum flavors 
are straightforward yet pristine on the palate, edged 
by hints of granite and toast. Taut, medium-grained 
tannins mark a moderately long finish. Drink now 
through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

CABERNET FRANC

91 Damiani 2013 Barrel Select Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). Ample toast, cinnamon and 

cedar gild this intensely ripe concentrated Cab-
ernet Franc. It’s a lusciously textured wine, full of 
fleshy blackberry and plum flavors. Velvety tannins, 
brisk red-currant acidity and meandering traces 
of smoked meat and game contribute finesse and 
depth. It’s ready to drink now but should improve 
further through 2023. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $43 

91 Harbes Family Vineyard 2014 Cabernet Franc 
(North Fork of Long Island). Wisps of thyme 

and sage lend herbaceousness to this otherwise 
plump, densely fruity wine. It’s chock full of lus-
cious black-cherry and plum flavors, held taut by 
firm tannins and crisp cranberry acidity. Velvety 
and smooth, it’s a pleasurable wine to savor through 
a long spiced Graham-cracker finish. Enjoy now 
through 2025. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

90 Paumanok 2014 Cabernet Franc (North 
Fork of Long Island). Spice and green pep-

per notes accentuate ripe luscious blackberry and 
cassis flavors in this classically inspired Cabernet 
Franc. Fine tannins and fresh cutting acidity lend 
vibe to the midpalate. Fleshy and ripe yet pleasantly 
herbaceous, it’s ready to drink now but should hold 
well through 2022. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

90 Red Newt Cellars 2012 Glacier Ridge Vine-
yards Cabernet Franc (Finger Lakes). Richly 

extracted black cherry and cassis flavors flood the 
palate of this bold bruising Cabernet Franc. It’s a 
nuanced wine despite its voluptuousness, accented 
by hints of leather, spice and lavender. Tannins are 
big and unyielding now but ripe enough to integrate 
with age. Hold till 2020. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

89 Anthony Nappa 2015 Bordo Cabernet Franc 
(North Fork of Long Island). Anthony Nap-

pa’s Bordo highlights Cabernet Franc at both its 
most savage and feral, but also vulnerable state. 
Black-cherry and plum flavors are plump and fleshy 
on the palate but layered in dark shadowy swathes 
of char, smoke, bramble and herb. Bold and expan-
sive on the palate, it finishes softly, wrapped in fine 
feathery tannins. It’s ready to drink now but should 
hold well through at least 2024. —A.I. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

89 Hound’s Tree 2015 Cabernet Franc (North 
Fork of Long Island). Exotic streaks of lico-

rice and cinnamon spice bolster this full-bodied 
forward Cabernet Franc. Ripe blackberry and cherry 
flavors are approachable and plump yet elegantly 
anchored by fine firm tannins and brisk acidity. It’s 

ready to drink now but should hold well through 
2020. —A.I. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

89 Lamoreaux Landing 2013 Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). Accents of vanilla, spice and 

coconut waft boldly from nose to finish on this lav-
ishly oaked Cabernet Franc. There’s plenty of con-
centrated red-cherry-preserve flavor on the palate 
too though, tinged by savory touches of herb and 
bramble. It’s rich and full bodied with firm tannins 
bracing the finish. Drink now through 2023. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 McGregor 2013 Reserve Cabernet Franc (Fin-
ger Lakes). Slightly muted tones of black 

cherry and plum preserves are accented by wet soil, 
mushroom and coconut in this rustic yet elegant 
Cabernet Franc. Ripe fruit is contrasted by vibrant 
acidity, rigid tannins and a pleasant bite of astrin-
gency that persists through the finish. Drink now 
through 2022. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

MERLOT

94 Paumanok 2010 Tuthill’s Lane Vineyard 
Merlot (North Fork of Long Island). Intense 

blackberry and plum perfume burst from the glass 
of this bold concentrated red. It’s a rich lavishly tex-
tured wine but keenly balanced in acidity and gilded 
by subtle layers of spice and toast. While delicious 
already, it’s still brawny in its youth and should 
meld out gorgeously with more maturation. Drink 
2021 through 2026. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

93 Paumanok 2013 Grand Vintage Merlot (North 
Fork of Long Island). A marker of Long 

Island’s exceptional 2013 vintage, this exception-
ally ripe yet complexed and balanced Merlot offers 
long aging potential. It’s deeply concentrated in fruit, 
boasting ruddy, ripe streaks of black cherry and plum 
off set by brisk acidity and fine, penetrating tannins. 
Shades of dried herb, autumn leaves and mushroom 
lend finesse and elegance. It’s tasty now but should 
improve further from 2020 through 2025. Cellar 
Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Keuka Spring 2015 Merlot (Finger Lakes). Gor-
geous rose, plum and bramble notes perfume 

this exceptionally fragrant Merlot. Its complexity 
extends through the palate with bright cherry and 
plum flavors bolstered by savory nuances of olive 
and dried herb. Crisp acidity and fine persistent 
tannins guide a long finish. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

91 Paumanok 2013 Merlot (North Fork of Long 
Island). Paumanok’s standard-label 2013 

Merlot shares much of the same ripe ruddy fruit 
intensity of the Grand Vintage bottling. Lighter in 
body and a touch crisper on the palate, it’s an elegant 
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and nuanced yet more approachable wine. Taut with 
tannins and still tightly wound, it will still benefit 
from cellaring through 2022. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

89 Hound’s Tree 2015 Merlot (North Fork of 
Long Island). Intense aromas of vanilla and 

sweet spice waft throughout this ripe voluptuous 
Merlot. Ruddy rich flavors of plum preserves and 
black-cherry cola penetrate deeply on the palate 
edged by fine persistent tannins. Bright cranberry 
acidity lends freshness, lingering nicely on the finish. 
Drink now through 2023. —A.I. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

RED BLENDS

93 Paumanok 2014 Assemblage (North Fork of 
Long Island). While a shade brighter and 

brisker than the 2013 Assemblage, this gorgeously 
composed Bordeaux blend offers invigorating bursts 
of blackberry and plum flavors nuanced with spice, 
vanilla and fur. It’s full bodied and texturally quite 
satisfying, yet stately, framed by crisp cranberry 
acidity and penetrating tannins. It’s delicious now, 
but should gain further complexity and depth from 
2020–2030. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Paumanok 2013 Assemblage (North Fork 
of Long Island). Decadent yet finessed, this 

intensely ripe, concentrated wine brims with fleshy 
flavors of black plum and cassis. Tart cranberry 
acidity and complexities of olive, savory spice and 
granite push the palate into greater depths. The fin-
ish is long, marked by fine firm tannins. It’s lovely 
already, but should meld beautifully from 2020–
2030 and further. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Anthony Nappa 2013 Tocca Ferro Reserve 
(North Fork of Long Island). Whiffs of cin-

namon, savory spice and cedar accentuate this 
intensely ripe, almost pulpy bend of Cabernet Franc 
and Malbec. It’s richly deeply concentrated yet 
anchored by a backbone of pert cassis acidity and 
fine penetrating tannins. The finish lingers long on 
a scintillating thread of vanilla spice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

89 Barnstormer 2015 Proprietor Red Cabernet 
Franc-Merlot (Finger Lakes). Blackberry and 

bramble tones are laced with cinnamon and vanilla 
on this perfumed blend of Cabernet Franc and Mer-
lot. It’s ripe in fruit flavor, but sprightly in body and 
acidity, giving it a lean refreshing demeanor. Fine 
tannins and warming vanilla and spice notes linger 
through a long finish. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

89 Billsboro 2014 Sawmill Creek Vineyards Cab-
ernet-Syrah (Finger Lakes). Savory slightly 

rustic tones of forest floor and bramble lend com-
plexity to this elegant blend of Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Syrah. Peppery spice and dried herb flavors 
meld into tart red cherry and plum on the palate. 
It’s rich in body yet balanced neatly with a taut 
frame of acidity and fine persistent tannins. Drink 
now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

89 Paumanok 2014 Festival Merlot-Cabernet 
(North Fork of Long Island). While it shares 

the same ripe rich fruit intensity of Paumanok’s 
more expensive reds, there’s a distinctly green tone 
to the Festival marked by shades of herb, bramble 
and green pepper. It’s approachably juicy, yet com-
plex, with pert acidity and a tight frame of tannins. 
Drink now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Treleaven 2014 Meritage (New York). A 
whiff of violet florals accents ripe black 

cherry and plum in this luscious silken-touched 
red. It’s fleshy and juicy on the palate but maintains 
a spry zesty backbone of acidity. Robust yet inte-
grated tannins frame a lingering finish. Enjoy now 
through 2025. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Hudson-Chatham 2013 Empire Reserve 
(New York). Rich and languid on the palate, 

this is an inviting approachable red blend made from 
roughly equal proportions of Merlot, Cabernet Franc 
and Baco Noir. Ripe red-cherry and plum flavors are 
offset by sunny cassis acidity and fine-grained tan-
nins. The finish is marked by pleasant notes of savory 
herb. Drink now through 2021. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

88 Rooster Hill 2015 Meritage (New York). 
Fleshy black-plum and cherry flavors are 

cloaked in layers of dark toast, smoke and spice in 
this boldly structured red. A blend of Merlot and 
Cabernet Sauvignon, it neatly balances Merlot’s 
softness with crisp refreshingly herbal expressions 
of Cabernet. The finish is marked by bramble and 
elegant fine-grained tannins. Drink now through 
2022. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Heron Hill 2014 Eclipse (New York). Primary 
flavors of luscious cherry, berry and plum 

reverberate throughout this fleshy red blend. Sunny 
acidity and a silken rounded mouthfeel lend to a 
juicy and easy-drinking demeanor. Fine but persis-
tent tannins lend structure to a vanilla-spiced finish. 
Drink now through 2019. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Hector Wine Company 2014 Essence (Seneca 
Lake). Accented by tones of forest floor and 

spice, there’s a distinctly Old World tone to this 
bold red wine. A traditional Bordeaux-style blend 
of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc, 
it’s concentrated with sweet-tart black cherry and 
plum, but also swathed in slightly vegetal layers of 
herbs and leaves. Drink now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Paumanok 2013 Limited Edition Apollo Drive 
Vineyard Petit Verdot (North Fork of Long 

Island). Superripe blackberries and cherries are 
cloaked in a haze of vanilla, cardamom and leather 
on the nose of this inky perfumed Petit Verdot. 
Black fruit flavors are unctuously ripe and pene-
trating, yet maintain a four-square balance of acid-
ity and elegance. Fringed in fine firm tannins, it’s 
delicious now but should only improve from 2020 
through 2030. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

92 Osprey’s Dominion 2013 Carmenère (North 
Fork of Long Island). It’s rare to see varietal 

Carmenère outside of Chile, let alone in Long Island, 
and such a great surprise when it’s as tasty as this. 
It’s lusciously fruity yet pristinely fresh, boasting 
crisp black-plum and cherry flavors that penetrate 
deeply on the palate. A herbaceous swathe of green 
leaf and bramble only accentuates the freshness. 
Fine firm tannins need a few years to meld. Hold 
until 2020. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

87 Hudson-Chatham 2014 Casscles Vineyards 
Chelois (New York). Concentrated but crisp 

black-plum and cherry flavors are accented by 
savory hints of mushroom, toast and spice in this 
surprisingly elegant Chelois, a French-American 
hybrid variety. Slightly puckering acidity lends bal-
ance to a rich fleshy mouthfeel. Fine tannins frame a 
taut finish. Drink now through 2020. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

CANADA
RIESLING

90 Cave Spring 2014 CSV Estate Bottled Riesling 
(Beamsville Bench). There is a refreshing 

minerality underscoring this tightly wound wine. 
Fruit flavors of grapefruit, lime and white melon 
carry a hint of spice. There’s penetrating acidity, 
only slightly muted by the 13 g/L of residual sugar. 
Cave Spring Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $26 

88 Cave Spring 2014 Riesling (Niagara Penin-
sula). Slightly spritzy, this zesty effort puts 

a mineral base under flavors of fresh lime and mixed 
citrus. There is enough residual sugar—18 g/L—to 
offset the bracing acids, without turning the wine 
overly sweet. Cave Spring Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

87 Cave Spring 2014 Estate Bottled Riesling 
(Beamsville Bench). This tastes quite dry, 

though the residual sugar comes in at 12 g/L, enough 
to tilt some Rieslings toward off dry. The fruit is a 
bit thin, with flavors of celery and white peach. The 
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mouthfeel is refreshing, with wet stone minerality 
and plenty of tart acids. Cave Spring Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

91 Township 7 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Okanagan 
Valley). For full review see page 16. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Township 7 2015 Blue Terrace Vineyard 
Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (Okanagan Val-

ley). Sourced from a single vineyard on Oliver’s 
North Bench, this was fermented and aged in one-
quarter new French oak barrels. The time in oak has 
somewhat muted the snappy vitality of the fruit 
(some tasters might argue it has simply rounded 
it off). Grassy hints of fresh asparagus remain, and 
with peppery herb, juicy gooseberry and citrus peel. 
Township 7 Vineyards & Winery. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $23 

PINOT GRIS

91 Township 7 2015 Naramata Estate Vineyard 
Reserve Pinot Gris (Okanagan Valley). Rich 

and creamy, this barrel-fermented (in neutral oak) 
wine has appealing flavors of pear tart, grapefruit 
and coconut cream pie. The bracing acids compen-
sate for all the lush creamy flavor, and the result 
is darn near irresistible. Township 7 Vineyards & 
Winery. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $23 

90 Laughing Stock 2015 Pinot Gris (Okanagan 
Valley). This wine may surprise you with 

its rich round full-bodied fruit. It’s not the racy, 
high-acid style you might expect from a BC winery–
rather it pumps up the flavors with pear, peach and 
papaya front and center, clean and fresh. Fermen-
tation took place in a mix of oak, concrete egg and 
steel. Laughing Stock. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

CHARDONNAY

89 Burrowing Owl 2015 Chardonnay (Okanagan 
Valley). Half barrel fermented, and all oak-

aged (roughly two-thirds new), this cloaks the lush 
fruit flavors of pineapple, peach and nectarine in 
a wash of caramel. The wine remains well propor-
tioned, with acids and barrel toast playing a sup-
porting role. Burrowing Owl. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Foxtrot 2014 Four Shadows Chardonnay 
(Okanagan Valley). This barrel-fermented 

Chardonnay offers subtle layers of flavor, weav-
ing hints of leafy green herb, lemon skin and oil, 
together with suggestions of white peach. It’s struc-
tured for drinking now and through 2021, with 

an elegant frame and modest proportions. Foxtrot 
Vineyards. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $41 

MUSCAT

91 Township 7 2015 Rock Pocket Vineyard Muscat 
(Okanagan Valley). With its intense scents 

and flavors of orange candy, Muscat is often made 
in a sweet style, but here it shows its dry side, and 
to good effect. Bright and penetrating scents and 
flavors hit on the entire spectrum of oranges, with 
excellent weight, precision and concentration. A 
touch of candied ginger adds further interest. Town-
ship 7 Vineyards & Winery. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $18 

PINOT NOIR

92 Burrowing Owl 2014 Pinot Noir (Okanagan 
Valley). The Okanagan has the capability 

to produce delicate, almost ethereal Pinot Noirs, 
and this fine example proves the point. Fragrant 
and feminine, its strawberry and cherry fruit ripe 
enough to suggest fresh pastry, it’s simply deli-
cious, offering complexity and persistence as well 
as immediate enjoyment. Burrowing Owl. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

91 Foxtrot 2012 Henricsson Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Okanagan Valley). The complex aromatics, 

texture and detail on display here may dazzle you. 
It’s a wine that deserves your attention, deceptively 
light in color and taste, yet penetrating, with a core 
of strawberry jam and a streak of caramel mocha 
running through the finish. Drink now through 
2025. Foxtrot Vineyards. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $44 

90 Foxtrot 2013 Foxtrot Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Okanagan Valley). For full review see page 

17. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $50 

88 Cave Spring 2014 Pinot Noir (Niagara Escarp-
ment). Light and delicate, yet flavorful and 

perfectly ripe, this elegant wine taps into the ethe-
real side of the grape. It’s tart and somewhat choco-
laty, yet neither acid nor barrel flavors obscure the 
oh-so-pretty raspberry fruit. Cave Spring Cellars. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

RED BLENDS

94 Laughing Stock 2014 Portfolio (Okanagan 
Valley). Portfolio is a full-on, five-grape, 

Bordeaux-style blend—half Merlot. Dark, dense 
and textural, it’s loaded with blackberry and black 
cherry fruit, swathed in baking spices, cinnamon 
and mocha. The tannins are beautifully managed, 

and it should drink magnificently through the mid-
2020s. Laughing Stock. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

92 Laughing Stock 2014 Blind Trust (Okanagan 
Valley). The impenetrably obscure label 

design makes this difficult to find, but once your 
hands are on the bottle, it’s smooth sailing. A “sec-
ond label” Bordeaux-style blend, this delicious, 
fruity and distinctive wine puts a wrap of tangy cit-
rus around black cherry, coffee and licorice compo-
nents. Malbec is the principal grape, with smaller 
amounts of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cab 
Franc. Laughing Stock. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $25 

92 Vanessa 2012 Meritage (Similkameen Val-
ley). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

88 Burrowing Owl 2013 Meritage (Okanagan 
Valley). A well-rounded, five-grape Bor-

deaux-style blend, the emphasis here is on forward-
fruit flavors that mix tart berry with lemon and 
orange-tinged acids. It’s made for near-term drink-
ing, a most pleasant wine, though without the gravi-
tas for long cellaring. Burrowing Owl. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Vanessa 2012 Syrah (Similkameen Valley). 
For full review see page 8. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

92 Burrowing Owl 2014 Malbec (Okanagan Val-
ley). This delicious and distinctive take 

on the grape as a pure varietal impresses with its 
solid core of purple plum and blueberry fruit. Aro-
matic accents of lemon and green tea continue into 
the palate as well, and the lengthy finish is fresh 
and multi-dimensional. Burrowing Owl. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

91 Burrowing Owl 2014 Cabernet Franc (Okana-
gan Valley). This pure varietal bottling spent 

18 months in oak, emerging perfectly proportioned 
with deftly integrated flavors of berry and herb, and 
a touch of fresh snap peas. The tannins carry the 
characteristic green olive notes, and the finish offers 
the scent and flavor of ground coffee as well. Overall 
a very fine effort. Burrowing Owl. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $34 

91 Burrowing Owl 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Okanagan Valley). This hits the herbal side 

of the grape gently, with a solid base of black cherry. 
There’s a nice suggestion of orange peel also, and 
the overall impression is of a complex, sophisti-
cated, well-balanced but relatively light style, in 
keeping with the strengths of this northern climate. 
Drink now through 2025. Burrowing Owl. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 
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91 Burrowing Owl 2013 Merlot (Okanagan Val-
ley). Smooth and fruity, yet complex and 

complete, this excellent wine offers ample acid and 
polished tannins around pretty red fruits. Notes of 
citrus and spice, tobacco and toast linger through a 
satisfying finish. Burrowing Owl. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 Burrowing Owl 2014 Syrah (Okanagan Val-
ley). The scents and overall sense of this 

wine point clearly to its varietal specificity, with 
smoky notes of tea leaf, coffee, umami and red lico-
rice. The light fruit flavors are a tutti–frutti mix, 
and it’s styled for immediate enjoyment. Drink now 
through 2022. Burrowing Owl. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

SWEET WINES

91 Cave Spring 2014 Icewine Riesling (Niagara 
Peninsula). Golden raisins, poached pear, 

caramel and butterscotch meld together in this 
low alcohol, intensely flavored icewine. The flavors 
expand to include candied pineapple, with tremen-
dous viscosity and enough acidity to keep it aloft 
and penetrating. Cave Spring Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $60/375 ml 

87 Cave Spring 2014 Indian Summer Riesling 
(Niagara Peninsula). Though it was picked 

at 29 brix and fermentation stopped with 87 g/L 
residual sugar, this carries a bitter streak all through 
the palate. The sweetness shows as a burst of cara-
mel apple. Cave Spring Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30/375 ml 

CHILE
SAUVIGNON BLANC

89 Loma Larga 2016 Lomas del Valle Sauvignon 
Blanc (Casablanca Valley). Lime and green-

apple aromas are tight and stony. Bright, juicy and 
chiseled on the palate, this tastes of wet stones, 
lime and bell pepper. Citrusy residual flavors along 
with a note of bitter citrus pith make for an honest 
finish. Winery Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

89 San Pedro 2016 Castillo de Molina Reserva 
Sauvignon Blanc (Elqui Valley). Pungent, 

pure aromas of citrus and tarragon are appealing. 
This feels upright and tangy, with bright, driving 
acidity. Grapefruit, lime and jalapeño flavors finish 
juicy, with leftover citrus notes and a dash of white 
pepper. Shaw-Ross International Importers. Best 
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Estampa 2015 Reserva Sauvignon Blanc 
(Colchagua Valley). A controlled mix of cit-

rus and herbaceous aromas are what we’ve come 
to expect from Chilean Sauvignon Blanc. This one 

kicks into gear with slightly salty flavors of white 
grapefruit and lime. A crisp finish meets all norms. 
For what it’s worth, this contains some Viognier and 
Chardonnay American Estates Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Leyda 2016 Reserva Sauvignon Blanc (Leyda 
Valley). Celery, lettuce and lime aromas are 

cool and green. This is showing tangy, snappy acid-
ity in support of lime, tarragon, sage and scallion 
flavors. A fresh, racy finish is fitting. MundoVino–
The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Leyda 2014 Lot 4 Sauvignon Blanc (Leyda 
Valley). Briny, vegetal aromas of asparagus 

and jalapeño lead to a viscous palate with blazing 
coastal acidity. Flavors of lime and tangerine are 
offset by vegetal bell pepper and asparagus notes, 
while this feels round, oily and smooth on a finish 
with good acidic cut. Drink now. MundoVino–The 
Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

87 De Martino 2015 Legado Reserva Sauvignon 
Blanc (Casablanca Valley). Pungent briny cit-

rus aromas announce a lean, tangy palate. This edgy 
SB features zesty, sharp citrus and green-herb fla-
vors, which are typical for Casablanca. A dilute finish 
displays  watered-down snap. Broadbent Selections, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Siegel 2016 Crucero Collection Sauvignon 
Blanc (Curicó Valley). A common mix of 

snappy citrus and green-herb aromas announce a 
chunky, still-vital palate with pink grapefruit, tan-
gerine and passion fruit flavors. A mild medium-acid 
finish suggests drinking this as soon as possible. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Valdivieso 2015 Valley Selection Gran Reserva 
Sauvignon Blanc (Leyda Valley). Crisp aro-

mas veer towards fresh bell pepper and tangerine 
peel. This feels minerally but also like extracted 
grape skins. Mixed citrus and green-herb flavors 
end with a stony lasting feel. Wine Bridge Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

87 Viña Bisquertt 2016 La Joya Gran Reserva 
Sauvignon Blanc (Colchagua Valley). Citrusy 

aromas include pithy notes and a metallic hint of 
tin. This is more chunky in feel than tight, with 
moderate snap and acidity. Flavors of citrus fruits 
and green herbs end with mild acidity. Prestige Bev-
erage Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Autoritas 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Valley). Dusty white-fruit and citrus aro-

mas are more than adequate but nonspecific. This 
feels round, with salty citrus flavors. A modest fin-

ish is doing its best to stay fresh and vital. Pacific 
Highway Wines & Spirits. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

86 Casas del Bosque 2015 Reserva Sauvignon 
Blanc (Casablanca Valley). Pungent pyr-

azine-heavy aromas of bell pepper and asparagus 
are typical for this winery. A chunky palate is oily in 
feel, while vegetal-leaning, green flavors of pickled 
citrus fruits end with a salty note. Southern Starz, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Junta 2015 Momentos Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (Curicó Valley). Clean pear and apple 

aromas come in front of a citrusy palate with just 
enough shearing acidity to keep things balanced. 
Ringing, lasting lime and orange flavors are slightly 
briny, while this finishes solid and zesty. Apollo 
Fine Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Montes 2016 Classic Series Sauvignon Blanc 
(Aconcagua Costa). Cool-climate pyrazinic 

aromas are punchy and feline. This feels good but 
weaker and more dilute than in most years. Briny, 
pickled citrus flavors follow the nose, while this 
ends lean and green but solid enough. Guarachi 
Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

86 Santa Rita 2015 120 Sauvignon Blanc (Col-
chagua Valley). For full review see page 22. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

85 Santa Carolina 2016 Reserva Sauvignon 
Blanc (Leyda Valley). Briny citrus and grape-

fruit aromas are controlled. This feels simple and a 
bit hollow, while pyrazine-based flavors of grape-
fruit and green veggies finish bland, with lingering 
citrus notes. Carolina Wine Brands USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Santa Luz 2015 Alba Sauvignon Blanc (Cen-
tral Valley). Gritty citrus aromas are oily 

but adequate. This basic SB tastes of citrus and 
green vegetables. Beyond that, it’s mostly fresh in 
feel. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 Undurraga 2015 U Estate Grown Sauvignon 
Blanc (Maipo Valley). Waxy, slightly mealy 

white-fruit aromas set up a pulpy citrusy palate. This 
offers salty orange and yeasty flavors in front of a fin-
ish that’s struggling to stay fresh. Drink immediately. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

85 Viña Marty 2014 Ilaia Sauvignon Blanc (Cen-
tral Valley). Lightly vegetal aromas suggest 

asparagus. This feels round and chunky but not lazy 
or flabby. Flavors of citrus and citrus peel include 
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bitter notes, while this tastes outright pithy on the 
finish. Drink now. Wines & Beyond Import. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

84 Chilensis 2015 Reserva Estate Bottled Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Maule Valley). Grapefruit aro-

mas are a touch stale and harsh. This feels plump, 
with just enough acidity. Citrus and green-herb fla-
vors roll onto a finish that feels oily and grabby. Old 
Bridge Cellars. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

84 Cono Sur 2016 Bicicleta Sauvignon Blanc 
(Central Valley). Basic citrus and green-

leaning aromas introduce a mild palate with flavors 
of lime, celery and green herbs. A light, easy finish 
is on the watery and hollow side. Vineyard Brands. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

84 Santa Helena 2013 Gran Reserva Sauvignon 
Blanc (Colchagua Valley). Tropical and veg-

etal aromas turn more green as this sits. A plump, 
slightly tired mouthfeel indicates that this is losing 
steam. Vegetal, briny, pickled flavors are vacuous 
when it comes to fruit. Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

83 Concha y Toro 2016 Casillero del Diablo 
Reserva Sauvignon Blanc (Chile). Aromas 

of bland citrus, oyster shell and pool water are not 
stout or convincing. This basic SB feels flat, while 
flavors of bell pepper and salted pickle finish light, 
bland and green. Excelsior Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

83 La Fortuna 2014 Twelvestones Estate Grown 
and Bottled Sauvignon Blanc (Chile). This 

confusing SB is bold in color, with aromas of petrol 
and apple juice. Dry, bitter melon, papaya and white 
pepper flavors control a dull finish. Chilean Sisters 
Imports LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

83 Undurraga 2015 T.H.Terroir Hunter Lo Abarca 
Sauvignon Blanc (San Antonio). A hard-

driving, ultragreen nose oozes pure bell pepper. A 
plump palate with cutting lime-like acidity adds 
zest and sharpness to vegetal citrus flavors. Packed 
to the brim with pyrazines, this is about as green as 
SB gets. Maritime Wine Trading Collective.—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

82 Albamar 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Casablanca 
Valley). Briny aromas of sauerkraut fail to 

make much of an impression. This is dull in feel, 
with bitter, fruitless flavors. On the finish, bitter-
ness remains. Drinkable but with few positives. 
Global Vineyard Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

81 Echeverria 2016 Reserva Sauvignon Blanc 
(Curicó Valley). With a strange pink color 

and powdery nondescript aromas, this is shape-
less and lacking in structure. Weak bitter flavors 

are completely fruitless; overall this seems to be 
going nowhere good. Ararat Import/Export Co. LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

SAUVIGNON GRIS

87 Cousiño-Macul 2015 Isidora Sauvignon Gris 
(Maule Valley). This varietal Sauvignon Gris 

isn’t as aromatic as the more pungent Sauvignon 
Blanc. In the mouth, this is medium in body, with 
good overall texture. Dry racy flavors of scallion and 
bitter melon are not exuberant but turn fruitier on 
the finish. MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Leyda 2015 Single Vineyard Kadún Sauvi-
gnon Gris (Leyda Valley). Initial aromas 

of canned peas and green fruits are classic Leyda. 
This Sauvignon Gris is intense on the palate, with a 
sense of green grape skins to the mouthfeel. Potent, 
racy flavors are herbaceous, while bell pepper is a 
key flavor on the finish. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

CHARDONNAY

89 Viña Tabalí 2014 Vetas Blancas Reserva 
Especial Chardonnay (Limarí Valley). Melon 

and citrus scents blend with notes of crushed vita-
mins and lanolin. This feels round and smooth, with 
acidic kick that helps maintain balance. Melon and 
creamy flavors lead the charge, with a briny hint 
in the background. Drink now. Biagio Cru & Estate 
Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Leyda 2015 Single Vineyard Falaris Hill Char-
donnay (Leyda Valley). A bright nose with 

green apple and citric aromas comes with mild oak. 
This is acidic and racy in composition, with round-
ness along the edges of the palate. Apple and nec-
tarine flavors are lightly oaked and salty, while this 
holds form on a high-acid finish. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Morandé 2014 Gran Reserva Chardonnay 
(Casablanca Valley). Aromas of orange peel 

and citrus pulp are oily but not oaky. This is chunky 
and seems to be starting to fade. Salty citrus flavors 
are mild, while controlled saltiness persists on the 
finish. Drink now. Grupo Belen USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Cousiño-Macul 2015 Chardonnay (Maipo 
Valley). Apple aromas are standard, clean 

and direct. This everyday Chardonnay feels plump, 
with modest acidic boost. Peach, melon and mild 
salty flavors finish solid, with no added complexity. 
MundoVino–The Winebow Group. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Pura 8 2013 Reserve Chardonnay (Rapel Val-
ley). Lanolin and squash aromas indicate 

that this is fading. The palate is wide and fleshy but 
lacking in a focal point. Flavors of spiced pumpkin 
and aged apple are a bit like holiday pie, while mod-
est acidity on the finish ensures that this is bland on 
the exit. MHW, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

85 Chilensis 2015 Reserva Estate Bottled Char-
donnay (Maule Valley). Basic apple, melon 

and bready aromas are fine but not distinct or 
complex. Ditto the palate, which feels balanced but 
highly basic. Simple papaya and melon flavors finish 
flat. Old Bridge Cellars. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 De Martino 2014 Legado Reserva Chardon-
nay (Limarí Valley). This low-sizzle Char-

donnay opens with little to nothing in the way of 
fruit aromas. The palate is chunky, with squash 
and bready flavors. A lightly vegetal, bitter finish is 
plump but low on intensity. Broadbent Selections, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Kingston Family 2015 Sabino Chardonnay 
(Casablanca Valley). Grainy, oaky aromas 

of clove, cinnamon and wood spice sit atop mini-
mal white-fruit notes. This feels lean and linear, 
with overriding resiny barrel influences. Savory 
and forceful oak flavors dominate tart apple notes, 
while this offers mostly resin and spice on the fin-
ish. Kingston Family Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

85 Rubus 2015 Chardonnay (Colchagua Valley). 
Midlevel apple-based aromas are mild, as is 

a palate that’s more basic than exciting. Oily tropi-
cal flavors of banana and pear turn slightly bitter 
on a finish that shows a green-leaning note of bell 
pepper. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

84 Tololo 2014 Chardonnay (Maule Valley). 
Generic apple aromas are short on inten-

sity and length. This tastes of melon but not much 
more. A light, dilute finish with bready flavor notes 
ensures that this is O.K. for easy quaffing. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

84 Viña Chocalan 2015 Gran Reserva Origen 
Chardonnay (San Antonio). Cool-climate 

aromas of bell pepper and asparagus are minimally 
ripe. This feels round and a bit chunky, with strong 
core acidity. Pyrazine-driven flavors of asparagus and 
pickled cucumber are persistently briny on the fin-
ish. MHW, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

83 Lapostolle 2014 Casa Grand Selection Char-
donnay (Casablanca Valley). Fleshy vegetal 

aromas of squash and pumpkin lead to a flat pal-
ate. This tastes like zucchini and squash, with bit-
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terness and wheaty flavors on a dull finish. Terlato 
Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

83 Santa Rita 2015 120 Chardonnay (Central 
Valley). Gritty white-fruit aromas show a 

note of vanilla. This tastes of bland passion fruit, 
with a weedy note thrown in. On the finish, this 
doesn’t give much at all. Palm Bay International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $8 

83 Viña Tabalí 2015 Talinay Chardonnay (Limarí 
Valley). This limestone-reared wine aspires 

to be a Chardonnay leader in Chile, but so far its 
track record lags behind its desires. This version 
smells minerally like a multivitamin, but not fruity. 
A blocky palate is oily in texture, while this tastes 
briny and of sour citrus and stone fruits. A savory 
finish tastes oaky and muddled. Biagio Cru & Estate 
Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

PEDRO XIMÉNEZ

85 Falernia 2015 Reserva Pedro Ximénez (Elqui 
Valley). Aromas of oily petrol and stone 

fruits lead to a round palate. This offers mild papaya 
and melony flavors in front of a leesy-tasting fin-
ish that’s solid in feel. Empson USA Ltd. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Mayu 2015 Pedro Ximénez (Elqui Valley). 
Aromas of white flowers are light yet clean. 

This feels basic, while the flavors are greener and 
more pyrazinic than the nose indicates, especially 
on the finish, which tastes of bell pepper and white 
fruits. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

84 Cucao 2014 Reserva Pedro Ximénez (Elqui 
Valley). Prickly foxy aromas are mildly pyr-

azinic. While this Pedro Ximénez feels plump and 
mostly healthy, it’s short and simple in terms of 
flavors, with a note of briny citrus prior to a low-
intensity finish. Vintner Select. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

WHITE BLENDS

87 Oveja Negra 2015 Reserva Estate Bottled 
Chardonnay- Viognier (Maule Valley). For full 

review see page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Estampa 2015 Estate Viognier-Chardonnay 
(Colchagua Valley). Basic white-fruit aro-

mas are pleasant and uncomplicated. A solid,pithy 
mouthfeel and flavors of peach, green banana and 
green herbs conclude with a detectable note of 
grape skins and citrus pith. This is 85% Viognier 

and 15% Chardonnay. American Estates Wines, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

85 Junta 2014 Reserve Momentos Viogner Sau-
vignon Blanc (Central Valley). Oily aromas 

of petrol are almost akin to certain Rieslings. This 
Viognier-Sauvignon Blanc mix feels round and 
mildly citrusy. Bready wheaty flavors of melon and 
papaya suggest that it’s losing sizzle, so drink now. 
Apollo Fine Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

83 Oveja Negra 2015 Reserva Sauvignon Blanc-
Carmenère (Maule Valley). Grapefruit and 

passion fruit aromas are muddled and not bright. 
This blend of Sauvignon Blanc and the juice of Car-
menère feels wide but amorphous. Pink grapefruit 
and generic tang make for a simple but unexciting 
flavor profile. Old Bridge Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

82 François Lurton 2015 Hacienda Araucano Clos 
de Lolol (Lolol Valley). This yellow-tinted 

blend of Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay smells 
more like freshly waxed floorboards and wood resin 
than fruit. In the mouth, this is resiny and plump, 
with mild acidity. A weird set of woody, waxy flavors 
falls flat on the finish. Seaview Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

SPARKLING WINES

84 Echeverria NV Nina Brut (Curicó Valley). This 
pale brut smells neutral except for notes of 

lemon-lime and matchstick. On first take, this feels 
zesty and fresh, with flavor notes of sugar-free lime 
and tangerine. On the finish, however, things turn 
bland and bready as the freshness falls away. Ararat 
Import/Export Co. LLC. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

84 Valdivieso NV Brut Rosé (Chile). More red 
than pink in color, this smells of berry jam 

and grass, which is alarming but not outright wor-
risome. Round on the palate, with low acidity, this 
tastes candied, while the finish fades away in sweet 
harmless fashion. Wine Bridge Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

82 Apaltagua NV Extra Brut Costero (San 
Antonio). Grassy aromas include a note of 

crushed vitamin. This is basic at best, lacking at 
worst. There’s not much to the palate, while salty 
grassy grapefruit flavors fail to stir excitement. An 
unfriendly note of onion appears on a tart green fin-
ish. Global Vineyard Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

81 Valdivieso NV Brut (Chile). This tan-colored 
brut is outright oxidized and bready from 

front to tail. A foamy full palate is awkward, while 

this tastes yeasty and stale, as oxidized wines often 
do. Wine Bridge Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

80 Loma Larga 2011 Brut Nature Limited Edi-
tion Cabernet Franc (Casablanca Valley). 

Other than a strange note of mustard, there’s little 
to say about the nose of this brut nature Cab Franc. 
It tastes of sauerkraut and mustard, while the finish 
tastes pickled, with an infusion of vinegar. Winery 
Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

93 Cono Sur 2013 20 Barrels Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Maipo Valley). Dense, baked and 

mulled blackberry and cassis aromas include bold 
but classy oak notes. This feels seamless except for 
raring tough tannins, while flavors of toast, graph-
ite and spiced blackberry finish smooth and chewy, 
with a sense of lushness despite lasting residual 
tannins. Drink through 2025. Vineyard Brands. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

93 Santa Rita 2012 Casa Real Estate Bottled Old 
Vines Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). 

For full review see page 8. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

92 Concha y Toro 2013 Don Melchor Puente Alto 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Puente Alto). 

Initially this smells foxy, with jumpy untamed berry 
and plum notes racing across the nose. After the aro-
mas come around, this is hard and choppy on the 
palate, while herbal black-plum and carob flavors 
finish more lushly than before, but still fairly tannic. 
Drink through 2023. Excelsior Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

92 Koyle 2013 Royale Los Lingues Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). For full 

review see page 11. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

92 Ventisquero 2012 Enclave Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Maipo Valley). Earthy aromas include 

herbal notes, a hint of tomato sauce, asphalt and 
dusty berry fruits. This has a raw tannic exterior 
but is softer in the middle. Flavors of saucy, herbal 
plum and blackberry come with notes of tobacco 
and olive, while this is drawing and gritty on the 
finish, with a roasted quality. Drink through 2024. 
San Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

91 Lapostolle 2013 Cuvée Alexandre Apalta Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). 

Dark spice, rubber, tree bark and herbal black-fruit 
aromas are congruent. This big tough tannic Cab-
ernet is layered but hard as nails. Flavors of black 
fruits, chocolate, fig and dark spices finish with 
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toughness and charred oak. Drink through 2024. 
Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

91 San Pedro 2013 Cabo de Hornos Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Cachapoal Valley). Earthy balsamic 

aromas become more tarry and oaky the longer 
this sits. In the mouth, the tannins are fierce and 
extremely dry. Flavors of toast and raw wood are big 
players, while minty, chocolaty berry notes are also 
in play. This seems more woody than fruity, with 
dry rough tannins pushing the finish. Drink through 
2026. Shaw-Ross International Importers. Cellar 
Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Agustinos 2013 Escorial Limited Selection 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). A big 

blanket of oaky, chocolaty, minty aromas sits on top 
of herbal plum and cassis scents. No surprise that 
this is a big wine with loud plum, blackberry and 
spice flavors, but it’s also a bit awkward in feel. On 
the finish, this spreads apart at the seams, leaving 
no cushion for scorching acidity and hard tannins. 
Drink through 2021. Apollo Fine Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Echeverria 2012 Founder’s Selection Caber-
net Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Soft stewy 

raisiny aromas are not problematic but they do sug-
gest a wine that’s a bit overripe, which isn’t surpris-
ing for 2012—a notoriously hot year. A heavy palate 
is a touch mushy but also tannic. Candied flavors of 
cherry and cassis are raisiny, while this is plodding 
and chocolaty on the finish. Ararat Import/Export 
Co. LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Undurraga 2014 Sibaris Gran Reserva Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Uncompli-

cated berry and plum aromas are easy to process. 
This everyday Cabernet feels complete despite 
showing rubbery grabby tannins. Lightly herbal 
plum and berry flavors finish tight, bright and fresh. 
Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 San Pedro 2014 1865 Single Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Roasted 

smoky berry aromas are good but nothing special. 
This feels alive and wiry, with grabby tannins and 
prodding acidity. Roasted spicy plum and berry fla-
vors finish dry, spicy and in good shape. Shaw-Ross 
International Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

87 Alcance 2014 Gran Reserva Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Maule Valley). Berry, raw oak and 

graphite aromas lead to a rock-hard drying palate 
with fierce tannins. This tastes of oaky salty plum 
and berry, while a woody finish is overtly tannic and 
borderline abrasive. Majestic Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

87 In Situ 2014 Gran Reserva Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Aconcagua Valley). Rubbery berry 

aromas come with a note of raw oak. On the pal-
ate, this is drawing and hard, with drying tannins. 
Jammy berry flavors are generic and a bit hot, while 
hard tannins reappear on the finish, which has a 
natural but raw tomato character. Joseph Victori 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Undurraga 2014 Aliwen Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Chile). Smoky nuances of camp-

fire and hickory are detectable on a nose that’s 
anchored by generic berry scents. This is medium 
in body, with juicy fresh acidity. Snappy piquant 
red-fruits turn spicy and peppery on a steady finish. 
Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

86 Chilensis 2014 Reserva Estate Bottled Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). Dry 

herbal red-berry aromas are generic all the way. 
This feels a bit grabby and hard, while medicinal 
plum and raspberry flavors rank as herbal. Minty 
spicy flavors control the finish on this standard-
issue Cabernet. Old Bridge Cellars. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Santa Ema 2014 Reserva Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Maipo Valley). Lightly herbal black-

berry and cassis aromas come with strong notes of 
olive and oak-based clove. Oaky prune and raisin 
flavors have tartaric and animal notes, while this 
is grabby and tannic as well as acidic on the finish. 
Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

86 Santa Luz 2015 Gran Reserva Corte Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). Grapy berry 

and raisin aromas include notes of baking spices. 
This feels wide but wiry, with tartaric acidity at the 
core. Generic berry flavors end with a dry drawing 
finish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

86 Ventisquero 2014 Reserva Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Maipo Valley). Generic cherry and 

berry aromas are lightly herbal, jammy and medici-
nal. This mid-tier Cabernet is fresh and fair, noth-
ing more. Everyday red-plum and cherry flavors end 
with a touch of leafy greenness. San Francisco Wine 
Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Agustinos 2015 Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Maipo Valley). Raisin and berry aromas set 

up a medium-bodied palate. Herbal, lightly green-
berry flavors revert to raisiny and leafy on a lively 
but middle of the road finish. Apollo Fine Spirits. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

85 Aresti 2016 Special Release Reserva Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Curicó Valley). This early 

2016 release smells like a scented sandalwood 

candle. In the mouth, things are sticky and scratchy, 
while olive and herbal berry flavors finish with little 
to no change. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Bossy Boots 2014 Reserva Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Maule Valley). Herbal aromas of 

tomato leaf and thyme feed into a crisp raw pal-
ate. Leafy herbal flavors of tomato and dried green 
herbs finish with raw tannins that scratch. Think of 
this like you would basic Bordeaux. Vinaio Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

84 Balduzzi 2015 Estate Bottled Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Maule Valley). Wiry cherry and 

berry aromas include a note of olive. This value Cab 
is lean and light in body, with leafy red-fruit flavors. 
An inoffensive finish with no new flavors struggles 
but holds it together. Vintage Wines Inc. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

84 San Pedro 2015 Castillo de Molina Reserva 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Central Valley). Gritty 

rubbery aromas are slightly acrid, like asphalt. This 
is standard in feel, with generic berry flavors. Herbal 
spice and mild heat control the finish. Beyond that, 
there’s not much to say about this simple Cab. 
Shaw-Ross International Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

83 Finca Patagonia 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Maule Valley). Gritty roasted aro-

mas of burnt meat and herbal black fruits set up a 
grabby palate that feels rough and tannic. Flavors 
of salty, herbal, roasted berry fruits are strained. 
Halby Marketing. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

83 Rayun 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Central 
Valley). Aromas of tire rubber, mint, clove 

and green-leaning plum and cherry are less than con-
vincing. This lightweight Cabernet tastes of herbal 
plum and cherry along with cinnamon powder. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

CARIGNAN

89 Meli 2013 Carignan (Maule Valley). Concen-
trated cool aromas of herbal plum and berry 

along with lemon peel announce this firmly tannic, 
medium-bodied Carignan. Toasty herbal blackberry 
flavors include a note of black olive, while this 
tastes spicy, savory and wild on the finish. Global 
Vineyard Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Alcance 2013 Vigno Carignan (Maule Valley). 
Chunky rubbery aromas of black plum form 

the first act. This feels big and wide, with grabby 
tannins. Flavors of toast, burnt oak, licorice and 
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blackberry finish woody and with scratchy tannins. 
Teplin Nuss. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Meli 2014 Carignan (Maule Valley). Floral 
cherry and plum aromas are inviting. This 

Carignan is fleshy and wide in body, with high 
acidity. Plum and berry flavors are clean and pre-
sentable, while this hits with a shock of acidity on 
the finish before quieting down. Global Vineyard 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

83 De Martino 2013 Vigno Old Vines Dry Farmed 
Carignan (Maule Valley). Gritty aromas of 

compost, animal hide, burnt beef and leather set 
up a pinching palate. Like the nose, this Carignan 
tastes gritty, sharp, foxy and like tart plum. A salty 
finish with little ripeness is grabby on the way out. 
Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

CARMENÈRE

89 Koyle 2014 Gran Reserva Carmenère (Col-
chagua Valley). Aromas of black coffee 

blend with lightly herbaceous, spicy notes of olive 
and green herbs as well as plum and currant. A 
fresh moderately big palate tastes of spicy red plum, 
tomato, oregano and chocolate. On the finish, this 
retains a spicy dry character. Quintessential Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Morandé 2014 Reserva Carmenère (Maipo 
Valley). Spicy leafy red-berry aromas open 

this Carmenère. On the palate, this smacks with dry 
hard tannins. Flavors of herbal cherry and black 
plum finish with a touch of heat and abrasive yet 
chewy tannins. Grupo Belen USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Root:1 2014 Carmenère (Colchagua Valley). 
Raspberry, plum and currant aromas are 

darkened by a mild note of asphalt. This feels round 
but also fresh and lively. Flavors of plum and spiced 
currant finish dry and focused. MundoVino–The 
Winebow Group. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Estampa 2014 Estate Carmenère (Colchagua 
Valley). Tarry, gritty, spicy plum aromas are 

common for Carmenère. This contains some Malbec, 
and the wine feels wide, grabby and a bit lush. Foxy, 
gamy, herbal berry and olive flavors finish spicy, 
with notes of oregano and basil. American Estates 
Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Viña Marty 2012 Pirca Carmenère (Maule Val-
ley). Spicy berry, bath soap and graphite 

aromas are a bit hard to understand. Somewhat raw 
and pinched in feel, this tastes of spicy plum and 
tomato. On the finish, peppery notes of hard spice 

and plum are solid, as is the closing feel. Wines & 
Beyond Import. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

86 Casas del Bosque 2014 Reserva Carmenère 
(Rapel Valley). Earthy spicy black-fruit 

aromas come with toasty, almost caramelized oak 
scents. This is drawing on the palate, so much so that 
it feels collapsed. Wood-dominant flavors of herbal 
black plum, coffee and carob finish candied and dry, 
with grabby tannins. Southern Starz, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

86 Oveja Negra 2012 Single Vineyard Carmenère 
(Maule Valley). Spiced plum, vanilla and 

sandalwood aromas add up to something nice. This 
feels good enough, with nothing demanding about 
the palate. Spicy berry and olive flavors are typical of 
the variety, while this feels dry and tastes a bit woody 
on the finish. Old Bridge Cellars. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

84 Viña el Aromo 2011 Private Reserve Carmenère 
(Maule Valley). Staunch but murky aromas 

of coffee grounds, leafy berry, olive and lemon peel 
announce a tight raw palate. Flavors of olive, plum 
skins and herbs finish with a reprise of spent coffee 
along with scratchy tannins. Simone International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

83 Kunza 2012 Reserve Carmenère (Maule Val-
ley). This smells rather strange, with stewed 

fruit and orange peel notes. A clampy palate with 
hard tannins holds saucy herbal flavors that are 
stewy and mildly green. A bulky, hard finish fails to 
bring this around. G&G Trading Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

MALBEC

88 Valle Hermoso 2014 Elegido Gran Reserva 
Malbec (Colchagua Valley). Earthy plum 

and berry aromas come with hints of rubber and 
animal. This is a saturated chewy dark Malbec 
with salty blackberry and savory oak flavors. A 
spicy blackened well-oaked finish is balanced and 
healthy. Graziano Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Santa Carolina 2014 Reserva de Familia Mal-
bec (Rapel Valley). Aromas of mint and lico-

rice complement raisin and jammy berry notes on 
this extracted Malbec that feels flabby around the 
edges despite a shot of core acidity. Flavors of prune 
and blueberry come with savory notes, while this 
lacks structure on the finish. Wolf Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Concha y Toro 2014 Serie Riberas Gran 
Reserva Ribera del Tinguiririca Malbec 

(Marchigue). Grapy but generic black-fruit aromas 
open this wide bulky Malbec that’s high in acidity. 
Salty grapy flavors are plump but simple, while this 

finishes with a toasted element and blocky weight. 
Banfi Vintners. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Junta 2014 Momentos Reserve Malbec 
(Curicó Valley). Campfire, animal, horserad-

ish and berry aromas make for a slightly difficult 
nose. This Malbec feels pinched, with tannic pull. 
Salty black-fruit flavors finish similar, with popping 
acidity that keeps this lively. Apollo Fine Spirits. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Valle Secreto 2014 Key Malbec (Cachapoal 
Valley). Gritty horsey berry aromas lead to 

a medium-bodied, basic palate. This tastes of black-
berry and savory spices, while the finish is mild in 
flavor and short on length. AWDirect (The Wine 
Trees Portfolio). —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

MERLOT

87 Alcance 2014 Gran Reserva Merlot (Maule 
Valley). Minty oaky aromas of baking spices 

share space on the nose with earthy black plum and 
berry notes. This feels tannic and resiny while the 
oaky spicy berry flavors finish with force and drying 
tannins. Majestic Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

87 Finca Patagonia 2014 Reserve Merlot (Maule 
Valley). Gritty black-fruit aromas come with 

notes of bell pepper and green herbs as well as cof-
fee grounds. A snappy, tough, drawing palate deliv-
ers peppery, blackened spice and herbal berry fla-
vors prior to a crisp, tight finish with fresh acidity. 
Halby Marketing. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Château Los Boldos 2014 Grand Reserva 
Merlot (Cachapoal Valley). Plum, tomato 

and animal aromas feed into a tight, pulling, tannic 
palate. Salty and savory plum and berry flavors end 
with dry tannins and an overall scratchy feel that’s 
rugged but stout. Evaton, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Cousiño-Macul 2014 Merlot (Central Valley). 
Basic but clean plum and cherry aromas 

show a note of orange peel. This is quite tannic for an 
everyday red, while cassis, plum and prune flavors 
end tannic, spicy and slightly herbal. MundoVino–
The Winebow Group. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

85 Santa Helena 2014 Reserva Merlot (Central 
Valley). Gritty marginally ripe plum aromas 

smell a bit like a wild field. This feels full but pushy, 
with roughness to the palate. Herbal plum and 
blackberry flavors finish minty and slightly green. 
Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 
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82 Bossy Boots 2014 Reserva Merlot (Maule 
Valley). Raw abrasive plum and berry aro-

mas are grassy. This passable Merlot is rubbery and 
pinched in feel, with herbal generic berry flavors 
that finish with a weedy accent. Vinaio Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

82 Santa Ema 2014 Reserva Merlot (Maipo Val-
ley). From the outset this is woody and arti-

ficial in style. Aromas of milk chocolate and clove are 
strange and forced. In the mouth, this feels wiry but 
also gummy, with clove-heavy oak and tannic bite. In 
general, this is overly woody, candied and seemingly 
not natural. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

PINOT NOIR

90 Cono Sur 2013 Ocio Pinot Noir (Casablanca 
Valley). Smoky, charred berry aromas 

include notes of tea and crushed leaves. This mod-
ern Pinot feels big, with lemony acidity. Dark, 
roasted plum and black-tea flavors end blocky, with 
smoky woody notes. Drink this ripe, round wine 
through 2020. Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

90 Valdivieso 2013 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Leyda Valley). There’s complexity to the 

nose of this Leyda Valley Pinot courtesy of leather, 
fresh mushroom and spicy plum aromas. A smooth, 
elegant palate delivers flavors of earthy plum and 
spiced black cherry. Mild toast and Middle Eastern 
spice notes help the finish. Wine Bridge Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Cono Sur 2014 20 Barrels Pinot Noir (Casa-
blanca Valley). Big briary berry aromas 

smell smoky and like coffee. This is tight at its core, 
with a sensation of buttery oak around the fringes. 
That same buttery oak character carries over to the 
flavor profile, which includes medicinal red fruits. 
On the finish, this is firm, crisp and juicy. Vineyard 
Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Casas del Toqui 2013 Terroir Selection Gran 
Reserva Pinot Noir (Casablanca Valley). 

Lightly herbal cherry and plum aromas are earthy 
and dry. This feels austere, with fresh acidity and 
firm tannins. Peppery herbal plum flavors are spicy, 
while oak-related spice notes stick out on a solid 
and tight finish. Winery Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

88 Matetic 2014 EQ Pinot Noir (Casablanca Val-
ley). Gritty minerally aromas of vitamins 

and medicinal plum and cranberry set up a full-
bodied palate with creamy oak. Herbal spicy black-
plum flavors finish oaky and a bit sticky and heavy. 
Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

85 Chilcas 2015 Reserva Estate Bottled Pinot 
Noir (San Rafael). Basic cherry aromas turn 

more earthy and soupy with air. A crisp pulling pal-
ate holds flavors of tomato and spiced plum, while 
this is mild, with nothing much to speak of on the 
finish. Old Bridge Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

83 Santa Rita 2015 120 Pinot Noir (Aconcagua 
Valley). Funky aromas of red plum are leafy 

and come with an odd scent of clove. This feels 
grabby, while salty flavors of clove and dried-out red 
fruits finish mildly woody. Palm Bay International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

81 Finca Patagonia 2015 Expedicion Pinot Noir 
(Maule Valley). Aromas of chewing gum dust 

are not attractive. This feels flat, with zero edge 
and structure. Lightly oxidized flavors of generic 
berry leave one with nothing to latch on to. Halby 
Marketing. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

81 Santa Rita 2015 Secret Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Central Valley). A blast of fake-smelling 

clove is the dominant aroma on this sticky Pinot 
Noir. Clove returns as the singular flavor, while 
the finish is woody but not toasty or classy. This is 
uniquely one-dimensional, but in the wrong way. 
Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

80 Casas del Toqui 2015 Barrel Series Reserva 
Pinot Noir (Cachapoal Valley). Rusty in 

color, with aromas of compost and rotten leaves, 
this isn’t cutting it. A drawing hard palate and 
burnt-out flavors that match the nose make this a 
hard road to navigate. Winery Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

SYRAH

90 MontGras 2014 Antu Syrah (Colchagua Val-
ley). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

88 San Pedro 2014 1865 Single Vineyard Syrah 
(Cachapoal Valley). The spicy, borderline 

herbaceous and gritty aromas are plenty expressive. 
This feels round and deep, with good balance, while 
herbal savory flavors of roasted berry and tea finish 
dry and clampy. Shaw-Ross International Importers. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Viña Bisquertt 2015 La Joya Gran Reserva 
Syrah (Colchagua Valley). This dark con-

centrated Syrah is loaded with spicy black-fruit 
aromas. The mouthfeel is hard and tannic as well 
as fresh, racy and juicy. Spiced plum, cherry and 
blackened gritty flavors turn peppery on a tannic 
finish. Prestige Beverage Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 Viña Tabalí 2014 Pedregoso Gran Reserva 
Syrah (Limarí Valley). Oaky chocolaty aro-

mas and candied berry notes make for a rich open-
ing. This is tannic and bracing in feel, with pep-
pery, herbal berry flavors that are fully oaked. A 
dark toasty finish offers some residual cream and 
chocolate. Biagio Cru & Estate Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Leyda 2014 Single Vineyard Canelo Syrah 
(Leyda Valley). Proprietary cool-climate 

aromas of spicy meaty black fruits are suggestive of 
peas. While this is raw, choppy and bumpy in feel, 
it’s not ponderous. Roasted salty meaty plum flavors 
are spicy, while this remains herbal in character but 
fresh on the finish. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Santa Ema 2013 Barrel Select Syrah 
(Cachapoal Valley). Oaky aromas of graphite, 

vanilla, berry fruits and plum lead to a firm clampy 
high-acid palate with oak-rich flavors of spiced plum 
and currant. Mildly green, minty flavors close out a 
drawing tight finish. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

86 Alta Cima 2013 Speical Edition Reserva 
Syrah (Lontué Valley). Angular plum and 

berry aromas are rubbery. This Syrah feels wide 
and blocky, but solid. Black-fruit flavors finish with 
drawing tannins and a shot of black coffee. Global 
Alliance Corp. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 De Martino 2013 Legado Reserva Syrah (Cho-
apa Valley). Aromatically speaking, this is 

shaky due to murky earthy berry aromas that sug-
gest peanut butter. In the mouth, this is compact and 
fairly full. Collapsed berry and plum flavors include 
notes of gritty earthy spice, while this is blocky and 
pounding on the finish. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Finca Patagonia 2015 Expedicion Syrah 
(Maule Valley). Bright but basic plum, spice 

and leather aromas are uncomplicated. This feels 
grabby and rugged, with chewy tannins. Leafy red-
fruit flavors offer a jammy side note, while this fin-
ishes with dry, scouring tannins. Halby Marketing. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Santa Rita 2015 Reserva Syrah (Maipo Val-
ley). Spicy grassy aromas of catmint are 

matched by unusual clove scents. A tough rubbery 
palate is where you’ll find spicy blackberry and 
green-herb flavors. Pulling tannins are the driving 
force on this wine’s choppy clipped finish. Palm Bay 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 
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RED BLENDS

94 Santa Carolina 2012 VSC Assemblage 
(Cachapoal Valley). For full review see page 

5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

93 Estampa 2012 LaCruz (Colchagua Valley). 
Dark in color and extracted on the nose, 

with prune, cassis and chocolate aromas, this Car-
menère-led blend feels full and plush, not tannic 
and rough. Blackberry, balsamic notes and spice 
flavors finish long, ripe and spicy. Drink this meaty 
wine through 2023. American Estates Wines, Inc. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

93 Viña Requingua 2012 Potro de Piedra Family 
Reserve Single Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon-

Cabernet Franc (Curicó Valley). For full review see 
page 8. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

92 MontGras 2012 Ninquén Mountain Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon-Syrah (Colchagua 

 Valley). For full review see page 11. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Viña Tabalí 2012 Payen Syrah-Cabernet Franc 
(Limarí Valley). Aromas of spiced blackberry, 

tar, wood smoke and herbs are complex and on tar-
get. This Syrah (with 10% Cab Franc) feels big and 
wide, with screechy acidity and rubbery tannins. 
Dark peppery berry flavors are a bit salty, while this 
is compact on the finish. Drink through 2022. Biagio 
Cru & Estate Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Espiritu de Chile 2015 Winemaker’s Selec-
tion Assemblage (Colchagua Valley). Black-

berry, sandalwood soap and licorice are the key aro-
mas on this mystery blend that’s full and grabby on 
the palate. Black plum, berry and chocolate flavors 
finish with a creamy note of mocha and lingering 
peppery spice. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

90 Ventisquero 2012 Vertice Apalta Vine-
yard Carmenère-Syrah (Colchagua Valley). 

Woodsy earthy berry aromas share the nose with 
fresh-cut oak scents. This Carmenère-Syrah blend 
feels lively and juicy, not heavy or flat. Dark spicy 
berry and plum flavors include notes of olive and 
oak, while the finish is spicy and tastes of olive and 
tobacco. San Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

89 Aresti 2012 Family Collection (Curicó Valley). 
Oaky aromas of coconut, balsam wood and 

vanilla control the nose on this Cabernet blend 
that’s raw, rugged, acidic, tannic and grating on 
the palate. Big biting flavors of plum, oak grain and 

vanilla finish with screechy acidity and snap. Drink 
through 2021. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Casas del Toqui 2012 Codigo (Cachapoal 
Valley). Floral aromas of violet, lemon peel, 

Graham cracker, plum and boysenberry stray from 
normal. This Cabernet-led blend feels wide, jammy 
and little soft in the center. Herbal blueberry flavors 
are slightly unfocused, while this is lush and jammy 
but lacks spine on the finish. Winery Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

89 Cono Sur 2015 Organic Cabernet Sauvignon-
Carmenere-Syrah (Chile). Saucy black-fruit 

aromas are beefy, dense and spicy. In the mouth, this 
blend of Cabernet, Carmenère and Syrah is chunky, 
with hard tannins. Herbal spicy black-fruit flavors 
include tea and coffee notes, while the finish tastes 
herbal and peppery, with a leafy aftertaste attribut-
able to the Carmenère. Vineyard Brands. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

88 Concha y Toro 2015 Marques de Casa Con-
cha Old Vines (Cauquenes Valley). This 

magenta-colored blend of old vines of Cinsault and 
País smells like raspberry chewing gum, latex and 
dried spice. Despite looking translucent, this feels 
tight, with abrasive tannins. Jumpy raspberry and 
spice flavors are atypical for Chile, while nutmeg and 
plum notes drive a grabby finish. Excelsior Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

87 Aresti 2015 Special Release Reserva Car-
menère-Syrah (Curicó Valley). Demanding 

aromas of coffee grounds, tomato sauce, herbs and 
black fruits are normal for Carmenère and Syrah. 
With choppy, aggressive tannins and oaky flavors of 
herbal plum and berry fruits, this tastes somewhat 
green, minty and spicy on the finish. Vinamericas 
Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Odfjell 2012 Capítulo by Odfjell Carignan-
Cabernet Sauvignon-Malbec (Central Val-

ley). Despite herbaceous aromas of eucalyptus and 
thyme, this choppy, grating blend of Carignan, Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and Malbec offers forward bold 
plum and currant flavors along with can’t-miss 
herbal notes. This is aggressive on the finish, with 
mild heat and raw tannins. Epic Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 J. Bouchon 2015 Canto Sur (Maule Valley). A 
shiny magenta color is pretty. This blend of 

Carmenère, Carignan and País smells of cherry and 
raspberry along with latex and iodine. A medium-
bodied palate is home to foxy oaky herbal raspberry 
flavors, while medicinal berry notes steer the finish. 
Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $15 

84 Viña Maipo 2012 Vitral (Chile). Overripe 
aromas of raisin and prune are matched on 

a dense raisiny palate that tastes like baked black 
fruits. The entirety of this wine is raisiny but not 
unfriendly or difficult. Fetzer Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

NEW ZEALAND
SAUVIGNON BLANC

94 Brancott 2013 Chosen Rows Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). This special Sauvi-

gnon Blanc is only being released in top vintages. 
The first was the 2010; the 2013 is the second vin-
tage. Fermented in oak, it offers up complex aro-
mas of pencil shavings and grapefruit, followed by 
hints of toast, cedar, red currants and gooseberries. 
It’s a ripe, weighty style, but it carries those traits 
without a hitch, gliding seamlessly through a long, 
silky, mouthwatering finish. Pernod Ricard. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Giesen 2013 The Fuder Single Vineyard Selec-
tion Matthews Lane Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-

borough). For full review see page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Te Mata 2013 Cape Crest Sauvignon Blanc 
(Hawke’s Bay). This has come to epitomize 

the Hawke’s Bay style of Sauvignon Blanc, typical 
in it’s ripe fruit and oak treatment. Hints of vanilla 
and cedar frame passion fruit and pink grapefruit 
notes, then leave a lingering impression of Cream-
sicle behind on the silky-textured finish. Wine Dogs 
Imports LLC. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Giesen 2013 The August 1888 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). For full review see 

page 10.
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Cloudy Bay 2013 Te Koko Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). The most recent release of Te 

Koko seems tamer, more controlled than some pre-
vious vintages. It’s Graves-like in style, offering up 
toast, vanilla and passion fruit notes, ample weight 
and a fine, silky finish that goes on for minutes. It 
embodies elegance and precision in place of wild-
ness and raw power. Moët Hennessy USA. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

91 Giesen 2013 The Fuder Single Vineyard Selec-
tion Dillons Point Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-

ough). For full review see page 14. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Marisco Vineyards 2016 The Ned Waihopai 
River Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). This 

medium-bodied Sauvignon Blanc is slightly leafy in 
style, but balances that with lush citrus fruit. The 
crushed tomato stalk and grapefruit come together 
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in a dry, harmonious finish that’s mainstream deli-
cious. Drink now. Marisco Vineyards USA. Best 
Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

91 Marisco Vineyards 2013 Craft Series Pride & 
Glory Waihopai River Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-

borough). There’s a subtle oak component to this 
wine, hinting at toast and vanilla, but the main 
thrust of Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc remains 
intact, driving forward with sweaty, pungent notes, 
prickly pear and pink grapefruit. Drink it over the 
next couple of years. Marisco Vineyards USA. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Opawa 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
Pungent, leafy and loaded with passion fruit 

on the nose, this is green, but in a good way, bal-
ancing those notes with just enough pineapple 
and citrus flavors. For a medium-bodied wine, it 
shows remarkable creaminess on the palate. A long, 
tomato- stalk-accented finish completes the picture. 
Drink now. Negociants USA, Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

91 Urlar 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Gladstone). For 
full review see page 16. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Cloudy Bay 2012 Te Koko Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). The 2012 vintage was a 

cool one in Marlborough, and it shows in this wine, 
especially when compared to the fine, elegant 2013 
Te Koko. This is grassy and herbal, even hinting a 
bit at green peas, yet still offers a compelling tex-
ture and ample length. It may even outlive the 2013, 
even if it doesn’t quite reach the same heights. Moët 
Hennessy USA. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

90 Foxes Island 2013 Belsham Awatere Estate 
Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). This 

medium- bodied Sauvignon Blanc showcases some 
of the leafy, nettle-like character the Awatere is 
known for, but balances that with ample grapefruit 
and even a hint of red berries. It’s clean and refresh-
ing on the finish, a fine representation of grape vari-
ety and site. Esprit du Vin. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 Glazebrook 2016 0410S 1740E Regional 
Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 

These entry-level Sauvignons rarely improve with 
age, so drink this one up before the end of 2017 
for its exuberant notes of passion fruit and goose-
berry. It’s medium in weight, with perhaps a tickle 
of residual sugar, but finishes crisp and long, with 
mouthwatering acids. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Loveblock 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Gooseberries and yellow plums 

mark the nose of this medium-bodied wine. Some 
grassy-herbal elements add freshness and nuance, 

while the finish is long, dry and filled with stone 
fruit. Drink now. Terlato Wines International. —J.C. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

90 Oyster Bay 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 Savor 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
This is a rather light-bodied wine for its 

genre, but one that boasts remarkable freshness 
and purity of fruit. Passion fruit and cut-grass aro-
mas lead into flavors that include white grapefruit, 
gentle herbal notes and stone fruit. Versatile as an 
apéritif or alongside any fish or shellfish. The Wine 
Group. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Barker’s Marque 2015 Arona Certified Sus-
tainable Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 

Certified Sustainable applies to almost all New Zea-
land wines these days, so it’s a bit of a gimmick to 
place it so prominently on the label, but what’s in 
the bottle is very good. It’s got those “good green” 
notes of snow pea, a hint of struck flint and tart 
pineapple flavors that linger on the finish. It’s only 
light in body, but concentrated in flavor. Interna-
tional Vines, Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

89 Hunter’s 2015 Jane Hunter Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). More restrained—and 

therefore more versatile with food—than many 
other Marlborough Sauvignon Blancs, this wine 
combines hints of cut grass with citrus on the nose. 
Grapefruit and nectarine take over on the palate, 
while a hint of bitter greens emerges on the finish. 
Drink now. Merchant Vintner Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 The Crossings 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Awa-
tere Valley). Bright and tropical, with pas-

sion fruit and pink grapefruit aromas and flavors. 
They come together in a plump, medium-bodied 
wine that finishes soft and easy—a true crowd-
pleaser. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Yealands 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This is a bit austere and linear, but 

the tradeoff is that it’s refreshingly brisk and long 
on the finish. Tart citrus—think grapefruit—forms 
the core of the wine, garnished by hints of struck 
flint. Palm Bay International. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Black Cottage 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Struck flint offers an extra 

dimension to this wine’s aromas of nettles and 
snow peas, while white grapefruit flavors line the 
medium-bodied palate, finishing with hints of pine-
apple and fresh greens. Domaine Select Wine & 
Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Cottesbrook 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Fresh greens and white grape-

fruit aromas come together in this medium-bodied 
wine. A silky texture carries celery leaf and citrus 
flavors through the slightly bitter finish. Saranty 
Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Frenzy 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (South Island). 
Sweaty and pungent, this is an aggressively 

aromatic wine with ample intensity. Fresh greens 
and passion fruit flavors finish dry, even a bit aus-
tere, without excessive weight or ripeness. Drink 
now. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Giesen 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
This clean, crisp, medium-bodied Sauvignon 

Blanc boasts standard regional notes of tomato leaf 
and white grapefruit without going too far into the 
tropical-fruit spectrum. Drink now. Pacific Highway 
Wines & Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Grey’s Peak 2015 Waipara Sauvignon Blanc 
(Waipara). Sourced from a region along the 

eastern coast of the South Island, this is fresh and 
greenish on the nose—think green onion, cut grass, 
lime—yet riper-tasting, offering hints of stone fruit 
and melon. It’s a pleasant mix that finishes soft and 
easy. Drink now. American Estates Wines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Nobilo 2015 Regional Collection Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). This wine presents an 

intriguing mix of green, nearly vegetal, aromas and 
tropical and stone fruit. It’s plump and mouthfill-
ing, then finishes on a ripe, honeyed note. Drink 
now. Constellation Brands, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Vinterra 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Waipara). 
As Marlborough becomes increasingly 

planted-out and pricy, expect to see more wine from 
Waipara, a region along the South Island’s eastern 
coast. This light-bodied Sauvignon Blanc is some-
what neutral, but does show some attractive lime 
zest and grapefruit shadings. Drink now. Kysela Père 
et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

85 Wairau River 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). For one of the region’s pioneers, 

this medium-bodied wine is somewhat under-
whelming. The core grapefruit flavors suffer from 
pervasive hints of green onion that seemingly grow 
in influence from nose to palate to finish. Terlato 
Wines International. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

84 Urlar 2014 Sauvignon Blanc (Wairarapa). 
Herbal and grassy, with aromas and flavors 

that veer close to green onion, then swing back 
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toward pineapple and citrus. Drink this lightweight 
wine over the next few months. Atlas Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

PINOT GRIS

92 Greywacke 2014 Pinot Gris (Marlborough). 
For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Wairau River 2014 Pinot Gris (Marlborough). 
Made in a clean, refreshing style, this is a 

medium-bodied wine that bursts with aromas and 
flavors of pear, melon and ginger. A pineapple note 
on the finish adds zest and freshness. Drink now. 
Terlato Wines International. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

88 Kim Crawford 2014 Small Parcels Favourite 
Homestead Pinot Gris (Awatere Valley). Kim 

Crawford is the leading Sauvignon Blanc in the U.S., 
but it turns out Winemaker Anthony Walkenhorst 
knows a thing or two about making Pinot Gris as 
well. This dry, medium-bodied wine is partially 
fermented in acacia barrels. Baking spices, like cin-
namon and clove, add welcome nuance to the fresh 
pear and pineapple flavors. Constellation Brands, 
Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

88 Yealands 2016 Pinot Gris (Marlborough). 
This plump, dry-style Pinot Gris features 

plenty of fruit, which ranges from apple to pear and 
through to pineapple. The finish comes with a cool, 
refreshing note and ample length. Palm Bay Inter-
national. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Giesen 2016 Pinot Gris (New Zealand). Is it 
possible for a wine to taste like a blenderized 

bowl of fruit salad? That comes close to describing 
this mix of pear, melon and pineapple. It’s medium 
bodied and seems almost sweet, then finishes clean 
and refreshing. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. 
—J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Kim Crawford 2016 Pinot Gris (Marlbor-
ough). This wine starts with typical Pinot 

Gris aromas of apple, pear and ginger, then picks up 
some citrusy flavors on the palate before ending on 
a note of orange zest. It’s medium in weight, with a 
dry, silky feel as it glides across the palate. Constel-
lation Brands, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Marisco Vineyards 2016 The Ned Pinot Gris 
(Marlborough). Made with some skin con-

tact, this ramato-style, pink-hued wine is distinc-
tive in the glass. Apple, pear and berry notes make a 
quick impact, then fade equally quickly on the fin-
ish, leaving the palate refreshed. Drink now. Mar-
isco Vineyards USA. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

86 Mt. Beautiful 2014 Pinot Gris (North Can-
terbury). This is a reasonably rich, concen-

trated example of Pinot Gris, but one that seems 
a bit repressed aromatically. It hints rather than 
suggests at fig, pear and melon, before ending on a 
weighty note. Mt. Beautiful USA. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

85 Hillersden 2014 Pinot Gris (Marlborough). 
This starts out just fine, with promis-

ing aromas of ginger, pear and fig. It’s plump and 
reasonably full in the mouth, but the flavors veer 
toward varnish and banana before settling down on 
the abbreviated finish. Drink now. Hillersden. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

84 Opawa 2016 Pinot Gris (Marlborough). This 
follows the standard blueprint for NZ Pinot 

Gris in its pear, ginger and lime aromas, medium 
body and apple-pear flavors, but there’s a slightly 
bitter, pithy edge to the finish. Negociants USA, Inc. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

WHITE BLEND

89 Pegasus Bay 2013 Sauvignon-Semillon 
(Waipara Valley). On the one hand, this 

wine seems almost honeyed, broad and rather lush. 
On the other, it shows hints of green vegetables 
reminiscent of tinned peas. Together, the blend of 
70% Sauvignon and 30% Sémillon works reason-
ably well, ending with the sensation of sun-warmed 
ripe stone fruit. Empson USA Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

PINOT NOIR

93 Quartz Reef 2014 Bendigo Single Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Central Otago). Owner-

winemaker Rudi Bauer believes in making Pinot 
Noirs that can age, so it’s no surprise that this 
is darker, firmer and more muscular than most. 
There’s plenty of toast, cedar and coffee-bean-like 
oak, but it’s amply supported by plum and black 
cherry fruit. The finish is silky enough to make this 
wine approachable now, but it will likely improve 
through at least 2025. Station Imports Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Rockburn 2014 Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 
This wine seems soft and silky on the sur-

face, but boasts a sinewy structure that should 
enable it to age well through 2025. Floral and cedar 
notes add nuance to the black cherries on the nose, 
while the flavors include hints of cola and herbal tea 
that linger on the finish. American Estates Wines, 
Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Two Paddocks 2015 The Fusilier Proprietor’s 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Central Otago). In mar-

ginal climates, what a difference a vintage can make. 
The 2015s from proprietor Sam Neill (yes, the 
actor) are a big step up from the 2014s. This bot-
tling, from the Bannockburn subregion, offers bold 
notes of black cherries, plum and cola. It’s a rich, 
ripe and powerful wine, with a long, intense fin-
ish that bodes well for cellaring. Drink now–2025. 
Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $79 

91 Two Paddocks 2015 The First Paddock Pro-
prietor’s Reserve Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 

Silky and delicate in texture, this nearly weightless 
Pinot Noir offers red cherry-berry aromas and fla-
vors, laced with hints of blossoms and herbs. The 
tart finish lingers sweetly in an intriguing, para-
doxical juxtaposition. Drink now–2025. Negociants 
USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $79 

90 Cloudy Bay 2014 Te Wahi Pinot Noir (Central 
Otago). Cloudy Bay’s latest vintage is the 

first from their own vineyards in Central Otago and 
reflects a step up in quality despite a challenging 
vintage. Plummy fruit dominates the rather chunky 
wine, framed by hints of toast and dried herbs, 
while moderately dusty tannins and bright acids 
mark the finish. Drink 2018–2025. Moët Hennessy 
USA. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

90 Mt. Difficulty 2014 Roaring Meg Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). Earthy and beet-like on 

the nose, this medium-bodied Pinot Noir also 
boasts hints of cola and black cherries. It’s round 
and silky in texture, with a softly dusty finish remi-
niscent of cola and espresso. Drink now–2020. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Trinity Hill 2014 Pinot Noir (Hawke’s Bay). 
Trinity Hill has been one of the wineries 

pioneering inland portions of Hawke’s Bay for Pinot 
Noir production. This is a medium-bodied, silky 
rendering of the variety, showing delicate and com-
plex notes of cherries, sous bois and beet greens. 
Terroir Life. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Two Paddocks 2015 Estate Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Central Otago). The blended wine 

from Two Paddocks is a crowd-pleaser in 2015, 
offering medium body, silky tannins and enjoyable 
notes of baking spices and red cherries. It’s a fine 
introduction to the brand and the region, delicious 
now, yet capable of aging through at least 2020. 
Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

88 Carrick 2015 Unravelled Pinot Noir (Central 
Otago). A sleek, streamlined rendering of 

Pinot Noir, marked by hints of espresso and barrel 
char, but also offering ample pie cherry, pomegran-
ate and tea shadings. It’s crisp but not very tannic, 
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so there’s no need to wait on this one. Drink now–
2020. Pacific Prime Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Rockburn 2014 Devil’s Staircase Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). Rockburn’s second label is 

meant for current drinking. It’s soft and silky in tex-
ture, without much tannin, yet easily blends crisp 
cherry fruit with savory, mushroomy notes. Ameri-
can Estates Wines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Two Paddocks 2015 The Last Chance Propri-
etor’s Reserve Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 

Sometimes said to be the world’s most southerly 
vineyard—it’s certainly one of the most southerly 
vineyards—Last Chance is also fairly elevated. It’s 
a difficult plot to ripen, and always seems a bit lean 
in style compared to its stablemates. The 2015 is 
floral and herbal on the nose, but full of bright and 
crispy-crunchy red fruit on the palate, finishing tart 
and strident. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $79 

87 Paritua 2014 Pinot Noir (Central Otago). This 
Hawke’s Bay-based producer has drawn fruit 

from Central Otago for this wine, which shows some 
austere tannins and minty overtones. Cherry and 
cinnamon notes join wintergreen, while the finish 
is clean, dry and firm. Worth holding a few years to 
see what develops. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 Seaside 2014 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). This 
is light in hue, even for Pinot Noir, but it 

offers attractive, bright cherry fruit backed by crisp 
acids. The tannins are supple, leaving the acids to 
define the structure. Drink it before the end of 2017. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Wairau River 2014 Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). This light-bodied wine showcases 

the sometimes perfumed nature of Pinot Noir from 
Marlborough . Vanilla, cedar and mocha notes from 
oak maturation layer atop the delicate cherry fruit, 
finishing a bit dry. Drink it over the next few years, 
before the fruit fades. Terlato Wines International. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

86 Kate Radburnd 2014 Vine Velvet Pinot Noir 
(Martinborough). This is somewhat generic 

and oaky, with its modest cherry fruit overwhelmed 
by baking spices, yet supple and superficially attrac-
tive. Drink now. Pacific Rim Wine Logistics. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

RED BLENDS

95 Squawking Magpie 2014 SQM Gimblett 
Gravels Cabernets/Merlot (Hawke’s Bay). 

This blend of Cabernet Sauvignon (62.5%), Mer-
lot (25%) and Cabernet Franc (12.5%) is aged in 

one-third new French oak for 10 months, resulting 
in a lovely marriage of vanilla and cedar with cas-
sis. The wine is youthful and primary, but the oak 
and fruit are seamlessly integrated, blending baking 
spices and chocolate into the mix. Richly textured, 
with a long finish, this wine is delicious now, but 
should age well through 2030. Veedercrest. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $79 

92 Trinity Hill 2014 The Gimblett Gimblett Grav-
els (Hawke’s Bay). For full review see page 

12. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Craggy Range 2014 Sophia Gimblett Gravels 
(Hawke’s Bay). Nineteen months in 40% 

new French oak has left a strong mark on this wine, 
imparting it with notes of cedar, graham crackers, 
baking spices, toast and some drying, woody tan-
nins. Cassis fruit backs up all those oaky sensations, 
but will likely remain a background player, so drink 
it while it retains a sense of freshness, now through 
2025. Kobrand. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $95 

BEAUJOLAIS
JULIÉNAS

93 Domaine Chignard 2015 Beauvernay (Julié-
nas). This powerful rich wine is finely struc-

tured and concentrated. It has weight from solid 
tannins that contrast with the high tones of the ripe 
red-cherry fruits. From a single parcel, this cru wine 
is dense, both firm and fresh. Drink from late 2017. 
Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Stéphane Aviron 2014R Vieilles Vignes (Julié-
nas). Produced from two separate vineyards, 

the wine has all the concentration of old vines. It 
has tannins and dark fruits, blackberry and black 
plum. This is a finely structured cru wine that will 
need to age. Drink from 2020. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

92 Trenel Fils 2015 Les Capitans (Juliénas). 
Named after the medieval rulers of the vil-

lage, this cru wine is firm and structured in the solid 
style of the appellation. It has rich black cherry and 
black-plum fruits that come with juicy acidity. At 
the same time, the tannins and the dry core promise 
considerable aging. Drink from 2019. Terlato Wines 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Domaine de Côtes Rémont 2015 Juliénas. This 
is a spicy wine, finely fruity with black-cur-

rant fruits and with some firm structured tannins. 
It is a concentrated wine that is likely to mature 

slowly. There is a sense of power behind this fine 
cru wine. Drink from 2018. Kirkcrest Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Château de Juliénas 
(Juliénas). This is one of several estates in 

this cru appellation where Georges Duboeuf makes 
and markets the wine. It is lightly wood aged to 
smooth out the ebullient fruits. Rich and with some 
firm tannins that will develop, it has concentration 
and a dense texture. Drink from 2018. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Château des Capi-
tans (Juliénas). This cru estate is owned by 

the Duboeuf family. The wine has some wood aging 
that adds to the rich texture while not detracting 
from the ripe juicy red-cherry fruit. With its tan-
nins, the wine could age, so drink from late 2017. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Pardon et Fils 2015 Les Mouilles (Juliénas). 
Ripe perfumed black fruits dominate this 

cru wine. They float above the firm tannins and con-
centrated acidity to offer a wine that will become 
rich and generous as it develops. A touch of pepper 
and spice adds to the layers of fruit. Drink from 2018 
Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Julié-
nas). This is an especially rich wine. It has 

almost a surplus of structure and ripe black fruits. 
The powerful nature of the wine is balanced by the 
shot of acidity that keeps it crisp. The aftertaste is 
full bodied and likely to age for a while. Drink this 
cru from late 2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Henry Fessy 2015 Juliénas. This is a dense 
wine, packed with both tannins and acidity. 

It brings out the ageworthiness of this appellation 
with its rich potential and dark mineral texture. 
Drink this concentrated cru wine from 2018. Louis 
Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

SAINT-AMOUR

92 Domaine des Chers 2015 Vieilles Vignes 
(Saint-Amour). The northernmost of the 

Beaujolais cru villages can produce wines that are 
Burgundian in their structure. This wine fits that 
profile well with its dark tannins and rich concen-
tration. Densely textured with both black-cherry 
fruit and a dry core, the wine is taking its time to 
develop. Drink from late 2017 or 2018. Alain Jun-
guenet Selection. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Trenel Fils 2015 Saint-Amour. A firm and 
tannic wine from the most northerly of the 
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Beaujolais cru villages near Bourgogne. Blackberry 
fruit and juicy acidity are a balance to this initially 
severe wine. Its dry core and mineral texture show 
that this wine will need to age. Drink from 2018. 
Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

90 Domaine des Vieilles Caves 2015 Saint-
Amour. A solid, structured cru wine with 

a fine line in tannins and black-cherry fruits. It is 
dense with a firm, dry core. Surrounding it are ripe 
fruits and acidity. A wine to keep a few more months, 
so drink from late 2017. Michael Corso Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Terroirs et Talents 2015 Clos de la Brosse 
(Saint-Amour). A four-acre parcel of old 

vines is the source of this dense and rich wine. It 
has jammy red berry and cherry fruits that are lifted 
by the mineral texture and acidity. The wine is bal-
anced although it does need to age. Drink from the 
end of 2017. Imperial Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

89 Jean Loron 2015 Domaine des Billards (Saint-
Amour). Billards is the name of a small area 

of Saint-Amour. The cru wine from this vineyard is 
richly structured and packed with juicy black fruits. 
There is a mineral texture from the granite subsoil 
that gives the wine its structure. Drink from late 
2017. David Bowler Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

89 Jean-Paul Brun 2015 Saint-Amour. This 
is a seriously structured wine. It has lay-

ers of dark tannins over the juicy red-berry fruits. 
The wine has intense acidity at the same time as 
the complex tannins and fruit. Drink this wine from 
2019. Louis/Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine du Paradis 
(Saint-Amour). This is a romantic conjunc-

tion of names. The cru wine is silky and smooth, 
with integrated tannins and red-cherry fruit. It is 
bright and crisply textured, ready to drink from mid-
2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Saint-
Amour). From dark granite soil, this wine 

is structured and concentrated. It has ripe black-
cherry fruit and spice that add to the mineral tex-
ture and firm tannins in the background. Drink this 
cru wine from late 2017. Quintessential Wines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Henry Fessy 2015 Saint-Amour. A rounded 
and soft wine that has juicy red fruits and 

gentle tannins. It just hints at a dry structure that 
will allow it to age for several months. Drink this 

attractive cru wine from late 2017. Louis Latour Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

83 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Château de Saint-
Amour (Saint-Amour). The cru wine is tight, 

missing out on what should be its fruitiness. It has 
some tough dry tannins that are not showing signs 
of softening. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

CHÉNAS

93 Domaine de Côtes Rémont 2015 Chénas. This 
is a delicious and fruity wine from the small-

est Beaujolais cru. There are tannins although they 
are lost in the generous cushion of ripe blackberry 
and black-cherry fruits. It is a smooth, rounded 
wine that is packed with fruit at the moment. Give 
it time and it will mature well. Drink from 2018. 
Kirkcrest Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

93 Stéphane Aviron 2014 Vieilles Vignes (Ché-
nas). This producer, who makes cru wines in 

a Burgundian way by avoiding the region’s carbonic 
maceration technique, has found a parcel of pre-
phylloxera vines that have produced an impressive 
wine. It is serious and concentrated, a wine that is 
made to age over a long period. With black fruits, 
intense acidity and tannins, it should not be drunk 
before 2019. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

91 Domaine les Fines Graves 2015 Chénas. This 
cru wine is still young and firm. It has great 

tannins and a dense character that will give a rich 
generous wine as it matures. Black-cherry fruit 
dominates along with the structure. It is a solid 
wine that will be ready to drink from 2018. Michael 
Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Henry Fessy 2015 Chénas. From the smallest 
of the Beaujolais crus, this wine is struc-

tured, layering tannins with black fruits and acidity. 
It is a wine to age at least for a couple of years. Drink 
from 2018. Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

MOULIN-À-VENT

94 Domaine Richard Rottiers 2015 Moulin-à-
Vent. Produced from vines that are up to 

80-years-old and now organic, this concentrated 
wood-aged wine is perfumed, rich and firmly struc-
tured. Dark tannins line the wine supporting the 
black plum and cherry fruits and acidity. Richard 
Rottiers, new on the scene in 2007, created a cru 
that is going to be a very fine wine. Drink from 2018. 
Constantine Wines. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

94 Stéphane Aviron 2015 Moulin-à-Vent. A firm 
and structured cru wine from 100-year-old 

vines that has layers of firm fruits and tannins. It is 
a wine that is likely to mature well, with its wood 
aging and dry core. A blend from four parcels, it is 
concentrated and with a rich black-cherry char-
acter. Drink this exceptional wine, from old-vine 
hunter Stéphane Aviron, starting in 2020. Freder-
ick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

94 Stéphane Aviron 2014 Vieilles Vignes (Mou-
lin-à-Vent). Be grateful that Stéphane Avi-

ron is an old-vine hunter. Serious tannins and con-
centration from 100-year-old vines give this wine 
its depth and richness. It has a great potential to age 
with black fruits, a mineral texture and acidity. This 
is an impressive cru wine, full of both fruit and den-
sity. Drink from 2019. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

93 Château des Jacques 2015 Clos des Rochegrès 
(Moulin-à-Vent). From this always impres-

sive estate, owned by Louis Jadot in Beaune, this 
wine is richly structured and dense. With some 
wood aging, it has an extra ripeness and tannic con-
centration. This cru wine with its tight texture and 
minerality will age. Drink from 2018. Kobrand. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

93 Domaine de Bel Air 2015 Les Burdelines (Mou-
lin-à-Vent). Jean-Marc Lafont’s 2.8 acres of 

sandstone soil in this area of Moulin-à-Vent has 
produced a ripe, solidly structured wine. Wood aged 
and with a rich, tight texture and firm tannins, it 
is a cru wine to age. It is a bold ripe wine, ready 
to drink from 2019. Vigneron Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

93 Domaine Labruyère 2014 Le Clos du Moulin-à-
Vent (Moulin-à-Vent). From a single-walled 

vineyard, this is a ripe, generous and still structured 
cru wine. It has layers of delicious black-plum fruits 
and a jammy ripe texture that cushions the tannins. 
The vineyard is wholly owned by Edouard Labru-
yère, making it a monopole. Drink from 2018. Fred-
erick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $73 

93 Domaine Labruyère 2013 Le Clos du Moulin-
à-Vent (Moulin-à-Vent). This is a concen-

trated structured cru wine from a single vineyard. It 
has dark tannins and a dense spice character from 
the wood aging. The fruit is still developing to give 
the wine its potential richness. Drink this firmly 
structured wine from 2018. This walled vineyard 
is wholly owned by producer Edouard Labruyère, 
making it a monopole. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 
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93 Jean-Paul Brun 2015 Les Thorins (Moulin-à-
Vent). One of an impressive range of wines 

by this producer from the Beaujolais crus, this wine 
comes from the mineral-driven flint soil of the 
slopes beneath the famous windmill that gives this 
appellation its name. It is powerful and dense, full 
of jammy red fruits as well as acidity and structured 
tannins. Drink from 2019. Louis/Dressner Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $31 

92 Château des Jacques 2015 Moulin-à-Vent. 
This is a rich wine, full of red-plum fruits 

making it ripe and generous. If it does have too much 
alcohol for a wine from Beaujolais, it shows in a mere 
hint of pepper. Full of structured tannins as well as 
the rich fruits, this cru will be ready to drink from 
2018. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Domaine des Chers 2015 Vieilles Vignes (Mou-
lin-à-Vent). Owner Arnaud Briday has made 

a firm structured cru wine. While it has the generous 
fruit of the year, it also has plenty of tannins that 
give it tension and concentration. The wine is rich 
with explosive berry fruits and balanced acidity. 
Drink from 2018. Alain Junguenet Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Domaine du Vissoux 2015 Les Trois Roches 
(Moulin-à-Vent). This is a rich complex 

wine. It has layers of tannins and juicy black fruits 
that are integrated beautifully. The acidity gives 
the wine a crisper edge although never taking away 
from the ripe fruit and structured character. Drink 
this Chermette family cru wine from 2018. Wey-
gandt-Metzler. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Domaine les Fines Graves 2015 Moulin-à-
Vent. This is a serious, complex cru wine 

from Jacky Janodet. It is full of structured tannins 
and rich black fruits. It is a wine that will age with 
its dry core and layers of acidity. There is a brighter 
element to this impressive wine that keeps the 
aftertaste juicy and crisp. Drink from 2018. Michael 
Corso Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

92 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de la Vigne 
Romaine (Moulin-à-Vent). For full review 

see page 10. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Jean-Paul Brun 2015 La Rochelle (Moulin-
à-Vent). There is a firm base of structured 

tannin in this wine. From that comes a tight, min-
eral texture and red-cherry fruits. The wine is 
young, still with its bubbly bright fruit. It comes 
from one of the best sectors of the appellation. This 
is a cru wine with the potential to age. Drink this 
wine from 2019. Louis/Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Domaine Labruyère 2014 Coeur de Terroirs 
(Moulin-à-Vent). This is a rich cru wine with 

red-plum flavors as well as tannins that are still 
young and forceful. Densely textured, the wine has 
plenty of potential. It will become a ripe and fruity 
wine while also remaining firm and structured. 
Drink from 2018. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Albert Bichot 2015 Domaine de Rochegrès 
(Moulin-à-Vent). Beaune merchant Albert 

Bichot has added this Domaine to its estate. The 
wine is rich, structured and with a firm underlay 
of tannins. It has a polished, ripe character, black-
cherry fruits and a structure that will allow it to age. 
Drink from 2018. Albert Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

90 Château de Chatelard 2015 Cuvée Terre de 
Lumière (Moulin-à-Vent). Richly structured 

this wine, from well-exposed vines (hence the land 
of light in the name) is fruity with black cherry and 
some firm tannins. It is going to develop into a seri-
ous, complex wine. Drink from 2018. Wineberry 
America LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de Roche 
Noire (Moulin-à-Vent). From an small 

estate that also has vines in Chénas and Saint-
Amour, this is a firmly tannic wine that also has 
attractive juicy red-berry fruits. The wine, still 
young, will repay aging allowing it to broaden out 
with rich fruit and a soft texture. Drink this cru 
from late 2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine des Rosiers 
(Moulin-à-Vent). Gérard Charvet took over 

Rosiers from his father in 1983 and remains focused 
on the art of vinification. A percentage (30%) of 
wood aging has give this ripe wine its dense tex-
ture. That contrasts with the generous black fruits 
that are still developing. This is a serious, dense 
wine that will age. Drink from 2018. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Domaine Labruyère 2013 Coeur de Terroirs 
(Moulin-à-Vent). Wood-aging flavors have 

given this cru wine a toasty character that balances 
its natural fruitiness. The structure and linear char-
acter of the wine is prominent. The red fruits and 
acidity come through slowly at the end. Drink from 
mid-2017. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

87 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine du Pourpre 
(Moulin-à-Vent). Vines over 50-years-old 

give a concentrated cru wine. It is ripe with berry 
fruits topped by spice. Fruity and likely to develop 
quickly, it is an attractive wine to drink young from 
mid-2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

87 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Moulin-
à-Vent). A structured cru wine, full of firm 

tannins. It is a bold ripe wine with black-cherry 
fruit, a hint of banana and juicy acidity. The wine 
comes from a single 30-acre vineyard. Drink from 
late 2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter 2015 Léon (Mou-
lin-à-Vent). Light and only gently structured, 

this is a cru wine that is more about juicy red fruits. 
It has attractive acidity and a touch of spice. It is 
likely to be ready to drink in the next few months, 
certainly by mid-2017. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

FLEURIE

93 Domaine des Marrans 2015 Clos du Pavillon 
(Fleurie). From this old vineyard, producer 

Jean-Jacques Mélinand has selected the oldest 
vines to make this wine. The result is a solid, firmly 
structured wine that will take several years to fully 
develop. It is intensely textured, with layers of acid-
ity and red fruits hinting at a crisper, fruity future. 
Drink the wine from 2018. Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

93 Domaine du Vissoux 2015 Les Garants (Fleu-
rie). The Chermette family has produced a 

rich generous cru wine. It is structured and dense 
with some firm tannins from maturing in wood. It 
also has a generous black plum and cherry fruits 
that are developing well. Drink this wine from late 
2017. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

93 Jean-Paul Brun 2015 Terres Dorées Grille-Midi 
(Fleurie). Although he is based in the Terres 

Dorées (golden earth) region of southern Beaujolais, 
this producer has an enviable palate of vineyards in 
the crus to the north. This wine comes from one. It 
has structure, density and a a solid core of both tan-
nins and rich fruit. Drink from 2018. Louis/Dress-
ner Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

92 Château de Chatelard 2015 Cuvée les Vieux 
Granits (Fleurie). From vines planted as its 

name suggests on granite soil, the wine is structured 
and dense with rich juicy black fruits. Packed with 
perfumed fruitiness and acidity, the wine is devel-
oping well, ready to drink from late 2017. Wineberry 
America LLC. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

92 Château de Chatelard 2015 Renaissance 
(Fleurie). Produced from a selection of vine-

yard fruit, the wine is rich with berry flavors that lie 
over dark tannins. A solid texture is balanced with 
juicy fruits and acidity to give a wine that is ripe and 
likely to age well. Drink this impressive wine from 
2019. Wineberry America LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 
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92 Château des Jacques 2015 Fleurie. Wines 
from this great producer have developed a 

tendency towards too much alcohol for a wine from 
Beaujolais. It is a shame because otherwise this is a 
generous structured cru wine that is finely balanced. 
With tannins and delicious acidity, the wine is ready 
to develop further. Drink from 2018. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 Domaine des Marrans 2015 Fleurie. This cru 
is a solid wine. It has a dense structure spear-

headed by the tannins and lifted by acidity. Black 
plum and berry fruits are still developing behind the 
firm facade. It will take some time to develop, so wait 
until early 2019. Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Stéphane Aviron 2014 Domaine de la 
Madrière (Fleurie). From a family-owned cru 

vineyard. Stéphane Aviron has produced an impres-
sive, ripe and dense wine. It has great swathes of 
black fruit and generous acidity. The tannins, still 
young, are a background to this delicious fruitiness. 
Drink from 2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Château de Fleurie 2015 Fleurie. With vine-
yards spread across the top sectors of the 

Fleurie cru, this wine is fruity and structured at the 
same time. It has a dry core that is surrounded by 
ripe berry fruits that also hint at black cherry. The 
wine needs time to soften, so drink from 2018. David 
Bowler Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Domaine Chignard 2015 Les Moriers (Fleurie). 
This single vineyard wine comes from a steep 

parcel that is wedged between crus Fleurie and 
Moulin-à-Vent. It is deliciously packed with crisp 
cherry fruits and fine acidity. At the same time, it is 
structured, solid and with a core of tannins. It is a 
wine that will age for a while longer, so drink from 
late 2017. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

91 Domaine du Vissoux 2015 Poncié (Fleurie). 
One of a series of single parcel wines from 

the Chermette family estate, this is dark and rich. It 
has generous tannins alongside the dark cherry and 
plum fruit. The cru wine’s structure and richness 
will allow it to age. Drink from 2018. Weygandt-
Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Stéphane Aviron 2015 Domaine de la Madrière 
(Fleurie). This wine is packed with cheer-

ful red fruits that are given a more serious edge by 
the tannic structure and acidity,. With its touch of 
pepper and minerality, it will age well over the next 
two years. The cru wine comes from a family-owned 
property on steep slopes. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Trenel Fils 2015 Fleurie. This is a complex cru 
wine that has ripe fruits, firm tannins and a 

good ageworthy structure. It has a dense texture, 
rich black-cherry fruits and a finish that brings out 
crisp acidity. Produced by this Beaujolais-based 
negociant, the wine will be ready to drink from the 
end of 2017. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Domaine de Bel Air 2015 Granits Rosés (Fleu-
rie). Annick and Jean-Marc Lafont’s three 

acres on the slopes below the chapel of la Madone 
give a firm and concentrated cru wine that will repay 
aging. There are layers of red-berry fruits that are 
cut with solid tannins and a dry core. The wine will 
age, so drink from 2018. Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine des Quatres 
Vents (Fleurie). Owned by the Darroze fam-

ily, the cru wine from this estate is produced by 
Georges Duboeuf. It is a dense wine with balancing 
rich black fruits. Its spicy cherry-fruit flavor and 
rich tannins give a wine that should age further. 
Drink from 2018. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Joseph Drouhin 2015 Hospices de Belleville 
(Fleurie). Three parcels, totaling 16 acres 

from the Hospices de Belleville estate, provide the 
fruit for this wine. Wood aged and rich, the wine 
is fruity, packed with generous red-cherry flavors. 
There are concentration and some dark tannins as 
well as fine fruitiness and acidity. Drink this wine 
from 2018. This is Drouhin’s second vintage making 
wine in partnership with the Hospices de Belleville 
charity. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Domaine de Gry-Sablon 2015 Vieilles Vignes 
(Fleurie). Owner Dominique Morel has pro-

duced a firmly structured wine that wraps firm tan-
nins and red-cherry fruits into a crisp parcel. It is 
still young, bursting with fruitiness. Drink this cru 
wine now for its fruit, but it’s better to wait until 
the end of 2017. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

89 Georges Duboeuf 2015 La Madone (Fleu-
rie). The wine comes from the La Madone 

vineyard just below the small chapel on the hill 
in Fleurie. It is a solid cru wine, with tannins and 
dark-berry fruits as well as acidity. There is a strong 
mineral element here, along with concentration and 
the ability to age. Drink from mid-2017. Quintes-
sential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Fleu-
rie). A floral wine, full of ripe black-cherry 

fruit and with a firm structure that sustains the 
wine. This cru wine is rich, still developing, still 
with enough tannins and acidity to allow it to age 

further. Drink this attractive wine from mid-2017. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Henry Fessy 2015 Château des Labourons 
(Fleurie). The estate is located to the north 

west of the village of Fleurie, further into the hills. 
The wine is structured and tannic with layers of red 
berries and tight acidity. It will need to soften for a 
few months, so drink from late 2017. Louis Latour 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $224 

88 Pardon et Fils 2015 Domaine Pardon Vie-
illes Vignes (Fleurie). Based in the village 

of Beaujeu, this producer has made a dense wine 
that needs time for the fruits to develop. It is juicy 
with acidity that is beginning to show through the 
tannins. Give this cru wine time and drink starting 
from 2018. Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Clos des Quatres 
Vents (Fleurie). This is a family-owned 

estate whose wines is made by Georges Duboeuf. 
It is structured and firmly concentrated, more tan-
nin than fruit. That gives the wine a lean character 
that seems to miss out on fleshy and fruit. Give it a 
little time and drink from late 2017. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

CHIROUBLES

90 Domaine Cheysson 2015 Chiroubles. From 
one of the leading estates in this cru appel-

lation, the wine is structured and firm and likely to 
age well. With black cherry and red-currant fruits 
it is crisp although with its solid texture it should 
broaden out. Drink this wine from 2018. Queen of 
Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Château de Javernand 2015 Indigène (Chi-
roubles). Produced using natural indig-

enous yeasts, the wine is rich and firmly structured. 
It has dark tannins as well as generous black-cherry 
fruits. The wine is serious and complex without los-
ing the cool, mineral texture of the cru appellation. 
Drink from 2017. Sierra Nevada Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

89 Château de Javernand 2015 Vieilles Vignes 
(Chiroubles). From the oldest vines on the 

estate, this is a rich and full-bodied wine. It has 
plenty of the bright, full concentration that comes 
from old vines. At the same time it has attractive 
layers of ripe plum and blackberry fruits. Let this 
cru wine age a little and drink from 2018. Sierra 
Nevada Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Domaine de la Combe au Loup 2015 Chir-
oubles. With its high elevation, it is logical 



BUYINGGUIDE

72  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  MARCH 2017

that Chi roubles produces some of the coolest Beau-
jolais cru wines. This is fruity with a tang of acidity 
and a mineral texture that is enhanced by a crisp 
character. The wine has light tannins and a final 
juicy finish. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Domaine des Marrans 2015 Vieilles Vignes 
(Chiroubles). This is a fruity wine, full of 

red-cherry flavors. They are framed by the firmer 
texture and tannins that give the wine its character. 
The wine is delicious and crisp with a lively after-
taste. Drink now. Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

89 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine des Pon-
theux (Chiroubles). Georges Duboeuf fol-

lows this cru estate, owned by the Meziat family, and 
produces the wine. It is a ripe wine, shot through 
with young, juicy acidity. There is structure as well 
as minerality to give the wine shape. Drink from late 
2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Château de Javernand 2015 Les Gatilles (Chi-
roubles). Named after the little lizards that 

come out in the summer, the cru wine is attractive 
and fruity. With acidity as well as plenty of red 
fruits, it is soft and cool. Drink the wine now. Sierra 
Nevada Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Chir-
oubles). Full of crisp fruit, this cru wine 

is bright with red-berry flavors. It is light and with 
a cool character that comes from the high altitude 
of the vineyards. There is an edgy texture that 
keeps the wine together. Drink now. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Henry Fessy 2015 Chiroubles. A solidly struc-
tured wine with fine tannins and ripe red-

berry fruits. The acidity adds a piquancy to the 
fruitiness giving the wine a lift. The wine comes 
from Henry Fesse vines. Drink from late 2017. Louis 
Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

MORGON

94 Château des Jacques 2015 Morgon. This is 
a finely structured wine that will age well. 

With black-plum fruits, layers of dark young tan-
nins and balanced acidity, it is both juicy and full of 
great ripe swathes of fruit. From the cru estate that 
is owned by Louis Jadot in Beaune, it is impressive 
and worth aging. Drink from 2018. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

94 Stéphane Aviron 2014 Côte du Py Vieilles 
Vignes (Morgon). The Côte du Py, one of 

the best cru vineyard sites in Beaujolais, is on the 
slope of a 3,000-foot extinct volcano. It produces 

structured wines that can age well. Stéphane Aviron 
brought out the quality of Py with a wine that is 
powerful, ripe and dense with considerable tannic 
structure. It will certainly need to age, so drink from 
2019. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

93 Château de Chatelard 2015 Cuvée les Roches 
(Morgon). Vines planted almost directly on 

the rock have produced this firm and structured 
wine. It is solid with dark tannins and concentrated 
black fruits. Plenty of acidity gives a succulent char-
acter to this generous wine. Drink from 2018. Wine-
berry America LLC. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

93 Stéphane Aviron 2015 Côte du Py Vieilles 
Vignes (Morgon). Produced from old vines in 

the Côte du Py on the slopes of an extinct volcano, 
this cru wine is structured with generous black fruits 
and a series of ripe tannins and balanced acidity. It 
has the structure and density to age while also having 
a light touch of black cherry fruit. Drink from 2019. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

92 Château des Jacques 2015 Côte du Py (Mor-
gon). Owned by Beaune merchant Louis 

Jadot, this cru estate produces some impressive 
wines. While its alcohol is excessive for a Beaujolais, 
it wears its power well. The black plum fruit and tan-
nins from wood aging that are still very present will 
soften over the next year to give a rich generous wine 
with a style that is Burgundian rather than tradi-
tional Beaujolais. Drink from 2018. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $43 

92 Jean-Paul Brun 2015 Morgon. A dense wine 
with the tannins and structure to go with 

the density. It is concentrated with great swathes 
of black plum and spice flavors, shot through with 
acidity. Made with wild yeast and without car-
bonic maceration, this is a wine for serious aging. 
Drink from 2019. Louis/Dressner Selections. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Jean-Pierre Large 2015 Les Délys (Morgon). 
Seriously structured, this is a powerful 

and tannic cru wine. It has a dry firm core that is 
guarding the blackberry and cherry fruits. As they 
develop, the wine will become riper and richer. Wait 
until 2019 to drink this long-term wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine de Bel Air 2015 Les Charmes (Mor-
gon). Jean-Marc Lafont’s 16-acre Les 

Charmes vineyard is on granite soil in the west of 
the cru appellation. The wine is firm and concen-
trated with serious tannins as well as perfumed 
juicy black fruits. With its tannins, it is a wine to 
age. Drink from 2018. Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Côte du Py (Morgon). 
For full review see page 13. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Jean-Ernest Descombes 
(Morgon). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Domaine Gaget 2014 Côte du Py (Morgon). 
This ripe and smooth wood-aged cru wine 

from small parcels on the south slope of 1,174-foot 
Côte du Py is now very approachable. It has gener-
ous tannins that are mature and with fine acidity 
and black-cherry fruits. The wine, concentrated and 
rich, is ready to drink. Roche-Mère Wine Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de Javernière 
Côte du Py (Morgon). From the south-east 

facing Côte du Py, this is a powerfully structured 
wine. It is as full of tannins as of ripe red fruits. The 
wine with its dense character it likely to age well 
over several years. Drink from 2018. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Jean-Ernest 
Descombes Côte du Py (Morgon). Old vines 

on the slope of the Côte du Py have given a cru wine 
that certainly has structure. It has vivid red-cherry 
fruits, lightly spiced and peppery. With its attrac-
tive acidity and bright fruity character from the lat-
est generation of the Descombes family who have 
been growing grapes in Morgon since the French 
Revolution, it will be ready to drink from late 2017. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Joseph Drouhin 2015 Hospices de Belleville 
(Morgon). Aged in large 130-gallon wood 

vats, this is Beaujolais made in a Burgundian style. It 
has ripe red fruits, a firm structure to allow aging and 
concentration. It will develop over the next two years 
to give a generous rich wine. This is Drouhin’s second 
vintage of handling the vines, wines and marketing in 
partnership with the Hospices de Belleville charity. 
Drink from 2018. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Trenel Fils 2015 Morgon. A rich and fruity 
wine that is ripe with black-plum fruits. It 

is soft and smooth, with a juicy berry character. The 
tannins act as a cushion to all this opulent fruit. It 
is an attractive cru wine, ready to drink from mid-
2017. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château de Pizay 2015 Morgon. This estate 
has been producing wine in Morgon since 

the 11th century. The wine comes from structured 
granite soil in a blend of different parcels. It has 
a strong mineral elements as well as layers of ripe 
black-cherry fruits. There is just a hint of banana 
that does spoil the full effect of the wine and hope-
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fully will blow away as it ages. Drink from 2018. 
David Milligan Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Domaine de Gry-Sablon 2015 Douby (Mor-
gon). Named after the sector in the Morgon 

cru where this wine comes from, it is ripe and bal-
anced with acidity and solid tannins as well as juicy 
blackberry fruits. The wine needs to age. Drink from 
2019. Chemin Des Vins. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

88 Domaine des Gaudets 2015 Côte du Py (Mor-
gon). From the south facing Côte du Py, 

this oak-aged wine is full of ripe fruit that is given a 
crisp edge by the acidity. Lightly textured, the wine 
is tight, mineral and likely to age. Jean-Ludovic 
Loron is the cru property’s fifth generation. Drink 
from 2018. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de 
Javernière (Morgon). From one of the many 

cru estates that are run by Beaujolais merchant 
Georges Duboeuf, this wine is smooth, generous 
and juicy. It has red-cherry fruit that is surrounded 
by some firm tannins as well as juicy acidity. Drink 
from late 2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine Mont Chavy 
(Morgon). This cru wine comes from a 

44-acre vineyard with 50-year-old vines supplied 
by one of Duboeuf’s regular growers. It is structured 
and dense, perhaps too dense with its heavy dry 
tannins. The wine will need time. Drink from 2019. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaine de la Combe au Loup 2015 Morgon. 
This cru is a structured wine that is full of 

dry tannins. It has hints of the typically Morgon 
dark-cherry fruit underneath along with acidity. 
It is likely to remain a firm wine. Drink from 2018. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Domaine des Gaudets 2015 Morgon. This is a 
fruity wine, packed with red-berry flavors. It 

is lightly textured and with plenty of acidity to keep 
it crisp. This wine, from the cru property’s fifth gen-
eration, is going to mature over the next few months, 
so drink from mid-2017. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

87 Ferraud et Fils 2015 Les Charmes (Morgon). 
From one of the top vineyard areas in Mor-

gon, the wine is dense and full of red-berry fruits. 
It has concentration and a firm background of tan-
nins. The cru wine needs to age further, so drink 
from 2018. The Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Mor-
gon). While it misses out on the firmer side 

of the Morgon cru, this is a robust ripe wine. It has 
attractive red-cherry fruit and juicy acidity. The 
structure will allow it to age for a few more months, 
so drink from late 2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Henry Fessy 2015 Morgon. An attractive, 
lightly structured cru wine that has juicy 

cherry fruits. It is balanced, ripe with acidity and 
gentle tannins in equal measure. Drink from late 
2017. Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Trenel Fils 2015 Côte du Py (Morgon). Almost 
too rich, this wine comes from obviously 

super ripe grapes with dense tannins and acidity. It 
has structure and the potential to age. Drink from 
2019. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

86 Domaine des Marrans 2015 Corcelette (Mor-
gon). This bright wine has red fruit and just 

the hint of structure. It is still young, still burst-
ing with energy. The tannins will develop quickly 
to give a crisp, fruity wine. Drink from mid-2017. 
Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 Terroirs et Talents 2015 Pierre Dupond Les 
Grands Cras (Morgon). Structured and 

dense, the wine is dominated by its tannins. With 
a dry core and only the hints of real fruitiness, it is 
likely to take a while to develop. Final acidity pro-
vides hints of a fruitier future. Drink from 2018. 
Imperial Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

RÉGNIÉ

93 Domaine des Capréoles 2015 Sous la Croix 
(Régnié). Thus cru wine by Cédric Lecareux 

comes from shallow soil over granite. That gives a 
strong and serious character: textured and mineral. 
Bold ripe black plums dominate along with intense 
acidity. The wine, layered with tannins and wood-
aged, is still young. Drink from 2018. Vineyard 
Road. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Domaine des Capréoles 2015 Diaclase (Régnié). 
Made from the Domaine’s oldest vines, this 

is a generous concentrated wine. With its ripe black 
fruits and firm tannins it is also a wine to age. It has 
perfumed black-cherry flavors that are enhanced and 
lifted by the acidity. Drink this wine from late 2017. 
Vineyard Road. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

88 Domaine de la Combe au Loup 2015 Régnié. 
Fruity and juicy, this is an immediately 

attractive cru wine. With its ripe berry fruits and 
soft tannins, it has a good depth of flavor that gives 

it richness. The wine, with its crisp fruitiness, is 
ready to drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Domaine des Capréoles 2015 Chamodère 
(Régnié). A soft and fruity wine that has 

lively acidity and light tannins. The wine is finely 
balanced, full of red-cherry flavors. It’s an immedi-
ately attractive, ripe cru wine that is ready to drink. 
Vineyard Road. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Henry Fessy 2015 Régnié. The wine comes 
from one of the cru estates followed by this 

negociant house. It is a light, ripe and fruity wine. 
With its attractive red-berry flavors, finished with 
crisp acidity, it is accessible and ready to drink. 
Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Maison des Bulliats 2015 Vieilles Vignes (Rég-
nié). Ripe and fruity, this is a soft cru wine 

full of cherry and red-berry flavors. It has an acid 
core firmed up by a smattering of tannins. Mainly 
though it is a lively, crisp wine that is ready to drink. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

BROUILLY

90 Domaine du Vissoux 2015 Pierreux (Brouilly). 
Although the Chermette family is based 

among the Beaujolais vineyards to the south, it does 
also possess vines in the crus villages of the north. 
With an open, ripe and juicy character the wine has 
concentration and richness. It is full, fruity and 
ready to drink. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 Albert Bichot 2015 Roche Rose (Brouilly). 
A blend of wine that has been aged in tank 

and in wood, this is structured although with a great 
layer of juicy red fruits. The combination preserves 
the natural fruitiness of the wine while giving it the 
tannins to age. Drink from late 2017. Albert Bichot 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Domaine de Bel Air 2015 Briante (Brouilly). 
The small Briante parcel in Annick and 

Jean-Marc Lafont’s Brouilly vineyard has produced 
a fruity cherry-flavored wine. With hints of blue-
berry, and layers of tannin and acidity, it is still 
young. Let this cru soften from its total fruitiness 
and drink from late 2017. Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Château de la Chaize 2015 Brouilly. The 
wine is fruity, bright and with cherry fla-

vors. With its soft tannins and juicy acidity, it is a 
cru wine to drink young. The aftertaste is all fruit. 
Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 
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88 Château de la Terrière 2015 Brouilly. From 
an estate enveloping a magnificent medieval 

castle, this is a lightly structured cru wine with red 
cherry and berry flavors. It has a backdrop of tannins 
and acidity that give it structure. The wine is ripe 
and fruity at the end and ready to drink. Imperial 
Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de Combi-
aty (Brouilly). The wine is produced from a 

15-acre parcel of 60-year-old vines. With concentra-
tion as well as juicy acidity, the wine is structured 
and needing to age for a few months. Red currant 
and berry fruits are shot through with a mineral 
aftertaste. Drink from 2018. Quintessential Wines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Joseph Drouhin 2015 Hospices de Belleville 
(Brouilly). This is Drouhan’s second vintage 

of handling the vines, wines and marketing in part-
nership with the Hospices de Belleville charity. This 
open generous wine is packed with ripe red fruit and 
given shape by light tannins. There is a fresh crisp 
aftertaste that gives the wine a great lift. Dreyfus, 
Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Château de Nervers 
(Brouilly). This grand estate was once a 

hunting ground for an even grander nearby chateau. 
The cru wine that’s now produced here is crisp and 
fruity, streaked through with acidity and red cur-
rants. It has a touch of tannin as well as minerality. 
Drink from late 2017. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Jean-Paul Brun 2015 Pisse Vieille (Brouilly). 
This is a ripe, soft and rich cru wine. With 

its attractive cherries and gentle tannic structure, it 
is fruity and easy. The acidity that comes through at 
the end gives the wine a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. 
Louis/Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

87 Pardon et Fils 2015 Les Quartelets (Brouilly). 
Produced from cru vines at the base of Mount 

Brouilly, the wine has structure as well as ripe black-
plum fruits. It is generous and its fruit is well bal-
anced by acidity and solid tannins. The wines is 
ready to drink. Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

86 Château de Corcelles 2015 Brouilly. In its 
traditional Beaujolais bottle, like the one-

pint pot that was served in local restaurants, this 
is a soft and fruity wine. It has classic red-cherry 
fruits and light tannins. The aftertaste is juicy with 
just a hint of banana. Seaview Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Château des Tours 2015 Brouilly. Planted 
around a 12th-century fortress, the vines of 

this estate have given a crisp wine with red-berry 

fruit. Along with its fruit, the wine has fine bright 
acidity and a core of dryer tannins. Like most cru 
wines from Beaujolais’s biggest appellation, it is 
ready to drink now. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine de la Mar-
tingale (Brouilly). This nine-acre property 

has produced a fruity wine that has only the lightest 
tannins. It is much more to do with red cherries, red 
currants and crisp acidity. The wine is ready to drink. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Henry Fessy 2015 Brouilly. Produced from 
Henry Fessy’s own cru vineyards, the wine 

is fruity and very accessible to drink young. Gen-
erous berry fruits and soft tannins make this an 
attractive wine. The aftertaste brings in light acid-
ity. Drink now. Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Jean Loron 2015 Château de Bellevue 
(Brouilly). The wine comes from vineyards 

surrounding a stylish 19th-century chateau. With 
its bright red-berry fruit, the wine is crisp and only 
lightly structured. It is a cru wine to drink soon to 
appreciate its fruitiness. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label 
(Brouilly). The wine is soft and fruity. Red 

berry and cherry flavors have a hint of banana as 
well as the layers of crisp acidity. Drink this fresh 
wine now. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

CÔTE DE BROUILLY

93 Domaine Baron de l’Ecluse 2015 Les Garances 
(Côte de Brouilly). From a parcel on this 

12-acre estate, the wine is structured and rich. It 
has layers of firm tannins under the black fruits. 
Acidity and a crisp mineral texture mix with the 
solid structure and concentration. The aftertaste 
shows the generous future of this fine cru wine. 
Drink from 2018. Vineyard Road. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

91 Domaine Baron de l’Ecluse 2015 Vieilles Vignes 
(Côte de Brouilly). This is an ageworthy wine 

from 60-year-old vines. There is a fine structure 
that offers rich tannins and equally rich black plum 
fruits. It is worth keeping this finely structured cru 
wine to allow its tannins to integrate and soften. 
Drink from 2018. Vineyard Road. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Stéphane Aviron 2014 Vieilles Vignes (Côte 
de Brouilly). Old vines, at least 40-years-

old, are behind this ripely structured wine. It was 
wood aged to give the extra richness this producer 
looks for. With concentration and tannins, this cru 

will age. Drink from 2018. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Trenel Fils 2015 Côte de Brouilly. With its 
hint of acidity along with the textured fruit, 

this is a fruity wine that is balanced between rich-
ness and crispness. It has a light tannic structure 
that gives the wine its shape and ability to age for a 
few more months before drinking. Drink from mid-
2017. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Domaine Baron de l’Ecluse 2015 L’Ecluse 
(Côte de Brouilly). This is an early drinking 

style of wine. It is warm and ripe with attractive soft 
tannins and plenty of red fruits and balancing acid-
ity. The wine will just need to calm its bubbly fruiti-
ness and will be ready to drink during late 2017. 
Vineyard Road. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Domaine Du Riaz 
(Côte de Brouilly). The cru wine is soft, full 

of cherry fruits and with a light touch of tannin. 
With its fruit, it is open and generous with a crisp 
aftertaste. Drink now. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Ferraud et Fils 2015 Domaine Rolland (Côte 
de Brouilly). This is an open light wine. It 

has some attractive tannins as well as red-berry 
fruits. With its structure, it will age for several 
more months to give a fuller wine—hopefully with 
the richness that is missing at the moment. Drink 
from late 2017. The Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Georges Duboeuf 2015 Flower Label (Côte de 
Brouilly). Cool and crisp with red-currant 

fruits, this is a fruity wine that also has layers of 
acidity. It has a tight mineral texture that balances 
the fruit. Drink now. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

85 Henry Fessy 2015 Côte de Brouilly. The wine 
is tight with acidity and red-currant fruits. 

It has structure and tannins as well as the fruiti-
ness. That means the cru needs to age a few months, 
so drink from mid-2017. Louis Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

RHÔNE VALLEY
CÔTE RÔTIE

94 E. Guigal 2011 Château d’Ampuis (Côte 
Rôtie). The essence of the appellation 

smokes out from the glass, offering hints of cracked 
pepper, bacon, clove and leather. It’s reasonably 
full-bodied for Côte Rôtie, with feral, smoked-
meat flavors, ample spice and plenty of the con-
centrated plummy fruit. Tannins are silky, making 
this approachable now, but likely capable of aging 
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well for at least 10–15 years. Vintus LLC. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

91 E. Guigal 2012 Brune et Blonde de Guigal (Côte 
Rôtie). The 2012 vintage was reasonably 

warm, and this wine is ripe and creamy in texture, 
with ground clove and cracked pepper notes accent-
ing plummy fruit. Vanilla and bacon notes chime in 
on the slightly dusty finish. Drink now–2025. Vin-
tus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $78 

91 Olivier Ravoire 2011 Côte Rôtie. This is a ripe, 
somewhat creamy style of Côte Rôtie, with 

potent mocha notes complementing hints of clove, 
olive and plum. The tannins are silky-supple on the 
finish, so don’t hesitate to pop a cork soon. Drink 
now–2021. Wine Warehouse Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2012 La Divine (Côte 
Rôtie). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

89 Domaine de Bonserine 2012 La Viallière 
(Côte Rôtie). Lovely aromas of black olive 

and dried spices (cinnamon and clove) are followed 
by dark, earthy flavors. It’s full in the mouth and a 
bit creamy in texture, with supple, velvety tannins 
on the somewhat abbreviated finish. Europvin USA. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

SAINT-JOSEPH

94 Tardieu-Laurent 2013 Vieilles Vignes (Saint-
Joseph). This wine combines ample fruit 

concentration with generous oak in ideal propor-
tions. Peppery herbs and red berries get a boost 
from vanilla and baking spices, while raspberries 
linger on the tannic finish. Drink 2020–2030. Wil-
son Daniels Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

92 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2013 Saint-
Joseph. Leather and scorched fruit lead the 

way, slowly unfolding to reveal plummy, rich flavors 
accented by baking spices. This is full bodied and 
slightly dusty in texture, with a long finish marked 
by hints of bacon. Drink now–2025. Esprit du Vin. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

91 Gilles Flacher 2013 Les Reines (Saint-Joseph). 
Classic northern Rhône aromas of smoke, 

espresso and black olive set the stage, followed by 
layers of dark fruit and spice. The finish is softly 
dusty, brimming with plum and licorice notes. Full-
bodied, concentrated and supple, this is ready to 
drink now, yet should age well through 2025 or so. 
Bird Rock Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

91 Gilles Flacher 2012 Terra Louis (Saint-Joseph). 
From a granitic section of the appellation, 

this wine features bacony notes layered over black 
cherries and cedar. Hints of black olive, brown sugar 
and baking spices add nuance. The wine is medium 
to full in body, with supple tannins that finish 
on a dry, dusty note. Drink now–2025. Bird Rock 
Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

89 E. Guigal 2013 Saint-Joseph. For many 
consumers, Guigal remains a reference 

point for Rhône wines. This Saint-Joseph is a fine 
example, showcasing black-cherry fruit, earth and 
leather notes. It’s firmly structured, with crisp acids 
as well, and should drink well for up to a decade or 
more. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

93 Tardieu-Laurent 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
For once, I wasn’t able to pick this wine out 

as a Tardieu-Laurent. The oak is reined in, leav-
ing the focus on plummy yet savory notes of coffee 
and black olive, mint, clove, licorice and chocolate 
liqueur. It’s full-bodied, firm and intense, with a 
long finish framed by dusty but ripe tannins. Drink 
now–2025+. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

92 Domaine de Nalys 2013 Le Châtaignier 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Clove, leather and 

cherry aromas lead the way, followed by more of the 
same flavors on the palate, joined by hints of darker, 
plummier fruit. This full-bodied blend of 95% 
Grenache and 5% Mourvèdre has some dusty tan-
nins, but they’re balanced by ample fruit, at least 
for the moment. Drink now–2025. Baron Francois 
Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

92 Domaine Lucien Barrot et Fils 2013 La Sousto 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). This full-bodied, 

fleshy wine fits the typical Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
mold, delivering ample black-cherry and plum fruit, 
then layering atop hints of Mexican chocolate and 
baking spices. Drink now–2025. Wine Wine Situa-
tion LLC. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Tardieu-Laurent 2013 Vieilles Vignes (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Bigger, richer, oaken 

and more structured than T-L’s regular Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape, this cuvée flirts with being just 
too much. Vanilla, cedar and plum cake aromas, 
licorice, plum, and cocoa on the palate have a lot 
to recommend them, while the muscular midpalate 
and firmness of the tannins on the finish suggest 
agreeability but not much charm. Try after 2020? 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $91 

90 Sélection Laurence Féraud 2013 Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape. This wine displays 

attractive notes of bay leaf and thyme typical of the 
region, but they overshadow the cherry fruit. Some 
leathery flavors also show up on the palate. There’s 
a silky mouthfeel, finished off by cocoa-powder-like 
tannins. Drink now–2025. Hand Picked Selections. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

VENTOUX

89 Marrenon 2014 Capella (Ventoux). This 
dark-hued blend of Syrah and Grenache 

shows ample length and suppleness to go along with 
aromas of fresh herbs, black cherries, espresso and 
black olives. It’d be a fine casual pairing for burgers 
or pizza. USA Wine Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Alain Jaume et Fils 2014 Les Gélinottes (Ven-
toux). Masses of black cherries and black-

berries ultimately come across as a bit simple, but 
satisfying. There’s plenty of flavor in this medium-
bodied red, and the fruit is fresh rather than con-
fected, with a hint of cocoa on the finish. Drink 
now–2020. Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 8333% Price: $15 

86 Marrenon 2014 Orca Vieilles Vignes (Ven-
toux). This high-end bottling features fruit 

from 90+-year-old vines, aged for 12 months in oak. 
It’s medium to full in body, with supple tannins and 
crisp acids. Notes of barrel char and cherries finish 
dry, with a rustic edge. USA Wine Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $21 

86 Ravoire et Fils 2014 Domaine De Yves (Ven-
toux). A blend of Syrah, Grenache and 

Carignan, this medium- to full-bodied red fea-
tures bright aromas of cherry, herb, chocolate and 
espresso, but turns dry and dusty-textured on the 
finish. Drink now. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 Domaine de Fondrèche 2014 Ventoux. In a 
vintage that yielded some attractive, supple 

wines, this wine stands out for its extraction and 
toughness. Chocolate, plum and clove notes are 
framed by firm tannins that come across gritty and 
hard on the finish. Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

COSTIÈRES DE NÎMES

92 Michel Gassier 2013 Les Piliers Syrah 
(Costières de Nîmes). A super bargain, this 

is a concentrated, structured glass of gamy Syrah. 
Black cherry liqueur, black olives, espresso and 
meaty flavors combine on the full-bodied palate, 
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finishing with a hefty dose of smoky goodness. Drink 
now–2025. Saranty Imports. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Château de Campuget 2013 1753 Syrah 
(Costières de Nîmes). For full review see 

page 17.
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Château de Nages 2013 Vieilles Vignes 
(Costières de Nîmes). Open-knit and 

approachable, this is a warm, velvety wine. Cedar, 
chocolate and cherry notes glide easily across the 
palate. Drink now–2020. Saranty Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

88 Château de Nages 2013 Buti de Nages 
(Costières de Nîmes). Superripe cherries 

and plums burst from the glass in this engagingly 
fruity, quaffable red. The tannins are supple, while 
hints of cocoa and black olive add enough complex-
ity to warrant coming back again and again. Saranty 
Imports. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

85 Sélection Laurence Féraud 2013 Costières de 
Nîmes. Cherries, leather and earth all min-

gle on the nose and palate of this medium-bodied 
wine. It’s a pleasant, easy-to-drink offering, even 
if it’s not terribly concentrated or complex. Drink 
now. Hand Picked Selections. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

90 Alain Jaume et Fils 2014 Haut de Brun (Côtes 
du Rhône). This blend of 60% Grenache, 

30% Syrah and 10% Cinsault would be a crowd 
favorite if more than 700 cases were available in the 
U.S. The black cherry fruit is punched up by hints of 
herbs and cracked pepper, there’s ample weight but 
great freshness and zest, and the finish is long and 
complex, showing off hints of licorice, pepper and 
dusty earth. Drink now–2020. Kysela Père et Fils. 
Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 M. Chapoutier 2014 Belleruche (Côtes du 
Rhône). Readers looking for a widely avail-

able, fairly priced Côtes du Rhône have long been 
able to depend on Chapoutier’s Belleruche, and 
the 2014 vintage is no exception. It’s medium bod-
ied, with fresh plum and cherry fruit and hints of 
licorice and garrigue. Drink it up by 2020. Terlato 
Wines International. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 H to H 2014 Homage to Heritage (Côtes du 
Rhône). This crisp, lively red shows off the 

herbal notes of Provence—what the French call gar-
rigue—and tart cherry fruit. It’s less ripe than many 
Côtes du Rhône wines, but bright and mouthwater-

ing. Drink now–2020. Saranty Imports. Best Buy. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Les Collines 2014 Côtes du Rhône. Hints of 
sweaty saddle leather, cherries and dark 

chocolate mark the nose and palate of this wine. 
This medium-bodied wine doesn’t show much in 
the way of tannins, making it easy to drink now and 
probably best drunk up before 2020. Sancan Mer-
chants. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

TAVEL

93 Château de Ségriès 2015 Tavel. This rosé is 
mouthfilling and round, with ample melon 

and berry fruit, a sprinkling of dried spices and 
minimal herb notes. It actually drinks almost like a 
red wine for its weight and berry-scented richness, 
but remains refreshing on the long, mouthwater-
ing finish. Drink now. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

92 Château d’Aqueria 2015 Tavel. The 2015s 
Tavels are almost uniformly excellent, 

so it’s no surprise that this bottling, from a large 
estate excels. Crushed stone and strawberry notes 
mark the nose, while the full-bodied palate folds in 
hints of savory, olive-like complexity. Drink now. 
Kobrand. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Les Vignes des Prêcheurs 2015 Tavel. Full-
bodied for a rosé (as Tavel should be), this 

wine boasts plenty of cherry-berry fruit, but also 
appealing, complex notes of fresh thyme, ground 
clove and aniseed. Drink this blend of 60% Gre-
nache, 20% Cinsault, 10% Syrah and 10% Clairette 
(a white grape variety) over the rest of 2017. Saranty 
Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Chateau de Manissy 2015 Cuvée de Lys 
(Tavel). A surprising 30% of this wine 

is Clairette, a white grape variety. Perhaps that 
accounts for the wine’s apparent freshness. Hints of 
crushed stone mark the nose, while the ripe flavors 
suggest peaches and berries, tailing away slowly on 
the finish. Drink this mouthfilling rosé over the rest 
of 2017. Weygandt-Metzler. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Domaine de la Mordorée 2015 La Dame 
Rousse (Tavel). Despite Christophe Delo-

rme’s untimely passing before the 2015 harvest, 
this Tavel stands as a fine testament to his family’s 
perseverance. It’s full, round and rich, with cherry-
berry fruit and hints of peach and crushed stone. 
Drink it over the rest of 2017. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE ROSÉS

90 E. Guigal 2015 Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). Even 
as Guigal’s entry-level prices creep higher, 

the quality continues to shine and possibly even 
improve. This medium-bodied rosé is silky in tex-
ture, delivering peach and melon fruit, hints of 
anise and other herbs, and a clean, refreshing finish. 
Drink now. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Charles Thomas 2015 Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). This 50-50 blend of Grenache and 

Syrah has yielded a medium-bodied, pale coppery 
rosé. It’s dry and refreshing, hinting at red currants, 
pink grapefruit and melon. Drink now. Kysela Père 
et Fils. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Domaine Guy Mousset 2015 Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). Another fine dry rosé from the 

2015 vintage, this one is pale pink in hue, with 
aromas and flavors that suggest cantaloupe, straw-
berries and citrus. It’s dry and refreshing, best con-
sumed before the end of 2017. Saranty Imports. Best 
Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

84 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Réserve Grand 
Veneur Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). A bit of a dis-

appointment from this normally reliable producer, 
this 2015 rosé is cisp, tart and mildly sour, with a 
cidercast to its strawberry and citrus flavors. Drink 
up. Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

83 H to H 2015 Homage to Heritage Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). This pale pink rosé is light in 

body and lacking much texture. Delicate melon aro-
mas and flavors are pleasant, but marked by persis-
tent notes of struck match. Saranty Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

CONDRIEU

95 Paul Jaboulet Aîné 2014 Domaine des Grands 
Amandiers (Condrieu). This lush, concen-

trated Viognier combines cool-weather weight with 
summertime echoes of apricots and honey. Hints of 
toasty oak provide an ample frame for this full-bod-
ied wine that avoids any sense of oiliness or heavi-
ness while remaining bold, rich and long. Drink 
now–2020. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: NA Price: $124 

92 Gilles Flacher 2013 Les Rouelles (Condrieu). 
This is aged in barrel, but the power of the 

source’s granitic soils is such that the oak is barely 
noticeable. Nasturtium blossom and apricot mark 
the nose, while the palate adds pineapple, cinna-
mon and clove. The wine is a bit oily in texture, but 
with a long, tropical-fruit-laced finish that brings 
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admirable freshness, focus and energy. Bird Rock 
Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $84 

91 Ogier 2013 La Combe de Malleval (Condrieu). 
This is a rich, unctuous, yet refreshing exam-

ple of Condrieu. Apricot and melon notes pick up 
hints of honey, then end with a pop of wood spice 
and a balanced tannic feel. Drink now. Robert 
Kacher Selections. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $95 

91 Tardieu-Laurent 2014 Condrieu. Full-bodied, 
concentrated and richly textured, this is a 

succulent wine with refreshingly balanced oak. 
A floral note on the nose gives way to apricot and 
ginger-like spice, then finishes with a flourish of 
mouthwatering acidity. Drink now. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

90 E. Guigal 2014 Condrieu. By the sheer size of 
its production and ubiquity of distribution, 

Guigal’s bottling has become the de facto standard 
of the appellation. The 2014 is full-bodied and silky 
in texture, with gorgeous gingery-peppery spice and 
plenty of apricot-like fruit. Drink it over the rest of 
2017. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2013 Amour de Dieu 
(Condrieu). This wine seems broad across 

the palate, but not quite as deep as some Condrieus. 
The fruit is understated, resembling gently toasted 
marshmallow and maybe a touch of baked pineap-
ple, rather than flamboyant apricot and spice. Plan 
on serving it with fish or chicken rather than some-
thing rich or extravagant. Palm Bay International. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

89 Maison Nicolas Perrin 2014 Condrieu. This 
wine is pretty retrained on the nose for 

Condrieu, but still offers aromas of spring blos-
soms and white pepper. Fruit takes hold on the pal-
ate, suggesting apricot, peach and pineapple. Those 
flavors continue through the finish, which is silky 
in texture but only medium in length. Vineyard 
Brands. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE BLANC

94 Tardieu-Laurent 2014 Vieilles Vignes (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Full-bodied, rich and 

unctuous, this is an exotic, flamboyant white Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape for drinking over the next year. 
Grilled pineapple is drizzled with caramel and cin-
namon, wrapping up long and lush. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $66 

92 Domaine de Nalys 2014 Blanc (Châteauneuf-
du-Pape). This blend—mainly Grenche 

Blanc and Roussanne—is fairly neutral on the nose, 
but weighty and rich on the palate, where it deliv-
ers succulent notes of pineapple, perked by a sprin-
kling of white pepper. That peppery spice picks up 
in intensity on the finish, imparting vibrancy and 
length. Drink now. Baron Francois Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Famille Perrin 2014 Les Sinards (Châteauneuf-
du-Pape). This is refreshingly bright for a 

white Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Pineapple and berga-
mot notes mark the palate, while the finish is tight, 
citrusy and even a bit chalky in texture. Drink now–
2020. Vineyard Brands. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

90 Domaine de Nalys 2014 Eicelènci (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). This contains a higher 

proportion of Roussanne than Nalys’s regular white 
cuvée, and more barrel influence as well. Toast 
accents pineapple, melon and honey flavors, finish-
ing clean and pleasant. Baron Francois Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

89 Olivier Ravoire 2014 Blanc (Châteauneuf-
du-Pape). Full-bodied, broad and verging 

on fat, this is a corpulent white for immediate con-
sumption. Toasted marshmallows and baking spices 
accent honeydew melon flavors, ending warm and 
soft. Wine Warehouse Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $49 

TUSCANY
CHIANTI CLASSICO

95 San Felice 2013 Il Grigio Gran Selezione (Chi-
anti Classico). For full review see page 3. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

94 Fontodi 2013 Vigna del Sorbo Gran Selezi-
one (Chianti Classico). Initially closed, this 

elegant vibrant red slowly reveals alluring aromas 
of mature black-skinned fruit, French oak, violet 
and a whiff of new leather. The full-bodied polished 
palate delivers ripe black cherry, chopped mint, 
star anise and pipe tobacco alongside a backbone 
of fresh acidity and velvety tannins. It’s still young 
and will be even better after a few more years in the 
cellar. Drink 2020–2033. Vinifera Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Casa al Vento 2013 Foho Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). Elegantly structured, this opens 

with enticing scents of red berry, blue flower and a 
whiff of tilled soil. The vibrant palate is loaded with 
finesse, offering crunchy red cherry, strawberry, star 
anise and a hint of mineral alongside silky tannins 
and bright acidity. Drink through 2013. Votto Vines 
Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Castelli del Grevepesa 2012 Panzano Gran 
Selezione (Chianti Classico). Made entirely 

with Sangiovese, this linear red opens with inviting 
aromas of pressed violet, iris, dark-skinned berry 
and a whiff of cake spice. The taut elegant palate 
offers succulent wild cherry, cranberry, white pep-
per and chopped herb set against firm refined tan-
nins and fresh acidity. Drink 2018–2023. Votto 
Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Castello di Bossi 2012 Berardo Riserva (Chi-
anti Classico). Aromas of chopped mint, 

underbrush, spiced berry, toast and a whiff of iris 
take shape on this savory, approachable wine. Made 
entirely with Sangiovese, the ripe round palate 
offers dried cherry, raspberry, truffle and licorice 
framed in supple tannins. It finishes on a savory, 
almost salty note. Drink through 2020. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Rocca di Castagnoli 2012 Poggio a’ Frati Riserva 
(Chianti Classico). New leather, blue flower, 

wild berry and a whiff of oak-driven spice lead the 
nose. The savory chewy palate offers mature black 
cherry, raspberry, star anise, clove and menthol 
while lithe tannins provide polished support. Drink 
through 2019. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Casa al Vento 2014 Aria (Chianti Classico). 
Fragrant and refined, this vibrant red 

boasts enticing scents of violet, wild berry, tilled 
soil and a whiff of new leather. The bright palate 
delivers juicy red cherry, crushed raspberry and a 
hint of dark baking spice alongside zesty acidity and 
polished tannins. Votto Vines Importing. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Renieri 2013 Chianti Classico. Aromas sug-
gesting toasted oak, sunbaked earth and a 

whiff of pressed violet lead the nose. The smooth, 
easygoing palate offers black raspberry, grilled herb 
and a hint of star anise alongside polished tannins 
and fresh acidity. Drink through 2018. Michelangelo 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Rocca delle Macìe 2013 Famiglia Zingarelli 
Riserva (Chianti Classico). This linear red 

has attractive aromas of fragrant blue flower, red 
berry and chopped herb. The taut medium-bodied 
palate offers dried black cherry, red currant, white 
pepper and a note of dried sage alongside fine-
grained tannins and bright acidity. Palm Bay Inter-
national. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 Triacca 2012 La Madonnina Gran Selezione 
(Chianti Classico). Initially shy, the nose 

eventually reveals subdued aromas of dark berry, 
sunbaked earth and blue flower. The medium-bodied 
palate offers mature black cherry, anise and a hint 
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of crushed herb while rounded tannins provide the 
framework. Drink through 2019. Wine Emporium. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

88 Canonica a Cerreto 2012 Chianti Classico. 
Aromas of cassis, chopped herb and licorice 

lead the nose and carry over to the medium-bodied 
palate along with dried cherry and espresso. Fine-
grained tannins provide the framework. Drink soon 
to capture the remaining fruit. Holiday Beverage. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Castellani 2013 Campomaggio (Chianti 
Classico). Blue flower, tilled soil and dark-

skinned berry aromas lead the nose along with a 
balsamic note. The fresh enjoyable palate offers 
ripe black cherry, black raspberry, crushed herb and 
anise alongside smooth tannins. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

88 Gagliole 2013 Rubiolo (Chianti Classico). A 
blend of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Merlot, 

this easygoing red has aromas of underbrush, truffle, 
black plum and a whiff of toast. The soft round pal-
ate is already rather evolved, offering dried black 
cherry, clove and a hint of raisin alongside soft, sup-
ple tannins. It’s extremely approachable, so enjoy 
soon. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 La Castellina 2011 Squarcialupi Riserva 
(Chianti Classico). A blend of 90% Sangio-

vese, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Merlot, this 
opens with earthy aromas of truffle, scorched earth, 
violet and a touch of dark spice. The palate offers 
dried black cherry and ground pepper alongside 
fine-grained tannins. It also shows the heat of the 
vintage, so drink soon. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

88 Poggio ai Mandorli 2012 Gran Selezione (Chi-
anti Classico). A blend of Sangiovese, 5% 

Merlot and 5% Syrah, this exhibits subdued aromas 
of underbrush, toast, French oak, chopped herb and 
prune. The ripe approachable palate offers dried 
cherry, pomegranate, leather and a funky hint of 
game alongside pliant tannins. Drink through 2019. 
D’Aquino Italian Importing Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Renieri 2012 Riserva (Chianti Classico). The 
nose is initially shy but eventually reveals 

blue flower, toast and a hint of baking spice while 
the easy-drinking palate offers juicy wild cherry, 
white pepper and a note of grilled herb. It’s soft and 
easy drinking, with polished tannins. Michelangelo 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Rocca delle Macìe 2014 Tenuta Sant’Alfonso 
(Chianti Classico). This has aromas of dark-

skinned berry, blue flower, cooking spice and oak. 

The bright palate offers dried cherry, licorice and 
coffee framed in rounded tannins and firm acidity. 
Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

88 Triacca 2012 La Palaia (Chianti Classico). A 
blend of 85% Sangiovese and 15% Caber-

net Sauvignon, this has subdued aromas suggesting 
scorched earth, coffee bean and a whiff of dark spice. 
The round palate offers dried black cherry, espresso 
and a hint of cake spice framed in pliant tannins. 
Drink soon to capture the remaining freshness. Wine 
Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Bonacchi 2013 Casalino Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). Blue flower, iris, used leather and 

woodland berry aromas float out of the glass. The 
easygoing palate offers red cherry, white pepper and 
a hint of anise accompanied by soft relaxed tannins. 
Drink through 2017. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Carpineto 2015 Chianti Classico. This opens 
with floral aromas of violet, iris and a whiff 

of sunbaked earth. The straightforward palate offers 
wild black cherry and a hint of dark spice alongside 
polished tannins. Enjoy through 2018. Opici Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Triacca 2014 Bello Stento (Chianti Classico). 
This straightforward informal red offers aro-

mas of dark berry and moist soil. The soft palate 
displays raspberry jam and a hint of dark spice. It’s 
easy drinking, with supple tannins. Wine Emporium. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Castello di Bossi 2013 Chianti Classico. For-
est floor, porcini mushroom, violet and a 

whiff of chopped herbs lead the nose on this sim-
ple red. The straightforward palate is on the thin 
side, offering red cherry, a suggestion of clove and 
a hint of game alongside relaxed, loose-knit tan-
nins. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

OTHER CHIANTI

91 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2013 Nipozzano 
Vecchie Viti Riserva (Chianti Rufina). Hailing 

from the oldest vines on the Castello Nipozzano 
estate, this offers enticing aromas of fragrant vio-
let, iris, perfumed berry, aromatic herb and baking 
spice. Made with Sangiovese and small percentages 
of Malvasia Nera, Colorino and Canaiolo, the silky, 
linear palate offers wild cherry, crushed raspberry, 
clove and a hint of licorice framed in smooth tan-
nins and fresh acidity. Folio Fine Wine Partners. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2013 Nipozzano 
Riserva (Chianti Rufina). Made with Sangio-

vese and small amounts of Malvasia Nera, Colorino, 
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with 
aromas of dark-skinned fruit, fragrant purple flower 
and dark culinary spice. Bright and juicy, the easy-
going palate doles out succulent wild cherry, cin-
namon and clove set against supple tannins. Drink 
through 2019. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

87 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2015 Castiglioni 
(Chianti). A blend of Sangiovese and Merlot, 

this delightful red has fruity aromas of wild berry 
and plum. The easy-drinking palate offers black 
cherry and a spicy note of clove alongside polished 
tannins. It’s made to be drunk young, so enjoy soon. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO

95 Cerbaiona 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
delicious Brunello opens with classic San-

giovese aromas of dark-skinned berry, new leather, 
crushed herb and baking spice. Showing impressive 
freshness and elegance for what was a scorching 
vintage, the balanced palate delivers layers of juicy 
morello cherry, licorice and cinnamon while refined 
tannins provide polished support. Drink through 
2026. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

95 Lazzeretti 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Montal-
cino). Inviting aromas of ripe black-skinned 

fruit, new leather, pressed blue flower, mint, cake 
spice and a balsamic note meld together on this deli-
cious, impressive red. The velvety full-bodied palate 
provides layers of succulent wild cherry, crushed 
raspberry, truffle, licorice and cinnamon. Firm, pol-
ished tannins provide the framework. Drink 2018–
2025. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. Cellar Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

93 Amantis 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Classic Sangiovese aromas of 

wild berry, blue flower, underbrush and a whiff of 
new leather emerge on this full-bodied red. The 
structured elegant palate delivers juicy morello 
cherry, crushed raspberry, grilled herb, licorice, 
pipe tobacco and baking spice framed in firm, fine-
grained tannins. Drink 2018–2028. Superior Wines. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

93 Innocenti 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with classic Sangiovese aromas of 

ripe dark-skinned fruit, new leather, chopped herb, 
underbrush and a balsamic note. The big chewy pal-
ate doles out layers of juicy black cherry, crushed 
blackberry, licorice and pipe tobacco alongside vel-
vety tannins. It’s already approachable but will also 
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offer several more years of fine drinking pleasure. 
Enjoy through 2021. Grapes and Greens. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

93 Salvioni 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. Aromas 
of wild berry, dark spice and a whiff of Med-

iterranean herb lead the way on this full-bodied red. 
The delicious palate delivers ripe strawberry, juicy 
black cherry, licorice and white pepper framed in 
firm, refined tannins. The ripe fruit seamlessly sup-
ports the hefty alcohol. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

93 Tenuta di Sesta 2010 Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Leafy underbrush, sunbaked 

earth, star anise and a whiff of new leather lead the 
way. The firm, elegantly structured palate offers 
mature wild cherry, crushed raspberry, licorice and 
clove alongside a backbone of firm, rounded tannins. 
Drink 2018–2025. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $140 

92 Casanuova delle Cerbaie 2010 Vigna Monto-
soli Riserva (Brunello di Montalcino). Aro-

mas of crushed berry, fragrant purple flower, dark 
spice and a balsamic note almost jump out of the 
glass. The full-bodied structured palate delivers 
dried black cherry, raspberry compote, licorice and 
a hint of clove set against a backbone of firm, refined 
tannins. Drink 2018–2030. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $80 

92 Fattoria La Lecciaia 2010 Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Aromas of dark-skinned berry, 

leather and truffle take shape in the glass. The full-
bodied palate doles out fleshy wild cherry, orange 
zest, licorice, clove and coffee bean while notes of 
chopped mint lift the finish. Firm fine-grained tan-
nins give it structure and finesse. Drink 2018–2028. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

92 Pieve Santa Restituta 2011 Rennina 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Subtle aromas of 

sunbaked earth, toast, French oak and chopped herb 
slowly emerge in the glass. The aromas carry over to 
the round robust palate along with raspberry jam, 
dried black cherry, licorice and baking spice while 
velvety tannins lend finesse. You’ll also detect the 
warmth of alcohol on the close. Drink 2018–2023. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $145 

92 Pieve Santa Restituta 2011 Sugarille 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Aromas of under-

brush, scorched earth, French oak and a whiff of 
new leather lift out of the glass. The powerfully 
structured palate offers dried black cherry, toast, 
espresso and dark spice alongside firm fine-grained 
tannins. It’s still a bit austere so give it a few more 
years to fully develop. Drink 2020–2025. Terlato 
Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $160 

92 Villa Poggio Salvi 2011 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Aromas of sunbaked soil, ripe plum, 

dark spice, chopped herb and a whiff of new leather 
lead the nose. The smooth full-bodied palate deliv-
ers juicy black cherry, mint, licorice and a hint of 
coffee alongside big, chewy tannins. Drink through 
2021. Vintage Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

91 Molino di Sant’Antimo 2011 Brunello di 
Montal cino. Plum, dark spice, aromatic herb, 

blue flower and tilled earth are some of the aromas 
you’ll find on this smooth full-bodied red. The struc-
tured, already approachable palate delivers black 
cherry, raspberry, star anise and coffee alongside 
ripe, polished tannins. Drink through 2022. Massa-
nois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Podere Paganico 2010 Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Mature black-skinned fruit, 

new leather, Mediterranean herb and dark spice are 
some of the aromas you’ll find on this big, bold red. 
The brawny monolithic palate doles out ripe plum, 
black cherry marinated in spirits and cake spice 
alongside chewy tannins and the warmth of evident 
alcohol. Drink 2018–2025. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $64 

91 Tenuta Buon Tempo 2010 Riserva (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Aromas of sunbaked earth, 

leather, dried plum, toast and grilled herb take 
shape in the glass. The smooth full-bodied palate 
shows dried black cherry, raspberry jam and a hint 
of baking spice set against fine-grained tannins. 
Drink through 2025. Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

91 Villa Poggio Salvi 2011 Pomona (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Violet, scorched earth, dried 

herb and dark spice aromas take shape in the glass. 
The full-bodied palate offers wild cherry, raspberry, 
star anise, ground pepper a hint of orange rind along-
side firm fine-grained tannins. Drink 2018–2023. 
Vintage Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

90 Cerbaia 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. Inviting 
aromas of dark-skinned fruit, blue flower, 

leather and a whiff of baking spice waft out of the 
glass. The firm juicy palate offers ripe wild cherry, 
licorice and hint of charcuterie while assertive, sea-
soned tannins provide support. Drink through 2021. 
Pietro De Marco Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Fornacina 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Leather, menthol, ripe dark berry, 

pressed blue flower and a balsamic note emerge 
on this robust red. The full-bodied palate deliv-
ers mature wild cherry, pomegranate, star anise 
and clove set against a tannic backbone. You’ll also 

detect the warmth of alcohol on the close. Drink 
2018–2023. Villa Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

90 Il Valentiano 2011 Campo di Marzo (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Leather, aromatic herb, 

mature dark-skinned fruit and a balsamic note take 
center stage. The full-bodied palate shows ripe wild 
cherry, black raspberry, mint and anise framed in 
enveloping refined tannins. Drink 2018–2023. 
FX Magner Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Pinino 2010 Pinone Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Pressed blue flower, rose, dark 

berry and spice are some of the aromas on display 
here. The solid palate offers mature wild cherry, 
licorice and grilled herb that carry through to the 
finish. Drink 2018–2023. Total Beverage Solution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

90 Podere San Giacomo 2011 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This opens with aromas of toast, 

French oak, chopped mint and coconut. The dense, 
approachable palate offers dried black cherry, rasp-
berry jam, anise, coffee and a vanilla note alongside 
chewy tannins. Drink through 2020. Enoclassica 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

90 San Carlo 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. Ripe 
and round, this offers enticing scents of 

violet, rose, perfumed berry and a whiff of pressed 
powder. The big juicy palate doles out fleshy black 
cherry, raspberry star anise and chopped herb 
alongside chewy tannins. Corquete Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

90 Siro Pacenti 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Earthy aromas of truffle, under-

brush, tilled soil and mature dark-skinned fruit 
take shape on this full-bodied red. The powerfully 
structured palate offers macerated black cherry, 
cassis, espresso and licorice alongside the warmth 
of alcohol. Firm close-grained tannins provide the 
gripping framework. Drink 2018–2025. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $150 

89 Grazia 2010 Il Bosco di Grazia Riserva 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Aromas of stewed 

plum, leather, truffle and dark spice lead the nose. 
The full-bodied palate offers dried cherry, orange 
zest and a hint of licorice alongside assertive tannins 
that leave a firm finish. Give the tannins another year 
or two to unwind a little then drink to capture the 
remaining fruit. Ionia Atlantic Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

89 La Fornace 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Aromas of underbrush, leather, 

dried plum, a whiff of French oak and a balsamic 
note lead the nose. The firm palate offers dried 
cherry, cranberry, licorice and espresso set against 
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close-grained that leave a firm, rather drying finish. 
Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

89 Palazzo 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Truffle, underbrush, mature plum, 

saddle leather and a balsamic note emerge on this 
robust red. The hearty, one-dimensional palate 
delivers dried black cherry, licorice and grilled herb 
alongside solid if not very persistent tannins. You’ll 
also notice the heat of alcohol on the rather quick, 
drying finish. Bedford International. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

89 PianCornello 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Scorched soil, toasted oak, dried sage and 

roasted coffee bean aromas lead the nose. The 
approachable, full-bodied palate offers dried cherry, 
espresso and a hint of clove alongside fine-grained 
tannins. Drink sooner rather than later to capture 
the remaining fruit. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

89 Tassi 2010 Franci Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Aromas of ripe plum, clove, sage, 

a whiff of violet and a balsamic note lead the nose. 
The round, hearty palate is more monolithic than 
the nose suggests, doling out mature black cherry, 
licorice and the searing heat of evident alcohol. 
Firm velvety tannins provide support. K&L Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

89 Tenuta Vitanza 2011 Andretta (Brunello di 
Montalcino). A subdued nose slowly reveals 

underbrush, clove, new leather and balsamic aro-
mas. The firm hearty, palate shows dried Marasca 
cherry, raw cranberry, coffee, grilled sage and a hint 
of star anise alongside assertive, fine grained tannins 
that grip the finish. Drink 2018–2023. GP Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Val di Suga 2010 Poggio al Granchio (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Aromas of black-skinned 

berry marinated in spirits, dark spice, chopped herb 
and a balsamic note emerge in the glass. The robust 
assertive palate offers dried sour cherry, powdered 
sage and star anise alongside a backbone of bracing, 
mouth-drying tannins that grip the finish. Give this 
a few more years to soften, then drink up to capture 
the remaining fruit. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $99 

88 Baccinetti 2011 Saporaia (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). This opens with aromas of toast, 

prune, scorched earth and chopped mint. The juicy 
palate offers dried black cherry, star anise and a 
hint of sweet baking spice alongside supple tan-
nins. Straightforward and already approachable, it 
will offer enjoyable sipping in the near term. Drink 
through 2020. Premier Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Bonacchi 2011 Molino del Piano (Brunello di 
Montalcino). This medium-bodied red opens 

with subtle aromas suggesting underbrush, leather 
and pressed violet. The soft round palate offers ripe 
black cherry and a hint of baking spice alongside pli-
ant tannins. It’s easygoing and already approachable. 
Drink through 2019. Tri-Vin Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Bonacchi 2011 Molino della Suga (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Wild berry, purple flower and 

sunbaked earth aromas come together on this. The 
medium-bodied palate offers dried black cherry, 
coffee and a hint of star anise alongside polished, 
fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2020. Prestige 
Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

88 Brunelli Martoccia 2010 Riserva (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Eucalyptus, forest floor, 

new leather and dark spice aromas swirl around in 
the glass. The full-bodied forward palate is already 
approaching its peak drinking window, offering 
dried black cherry and star anise alongside soft 
acidity and solid tannins. Drink through 2022. 
August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

88 Cencioni Patrizia 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Aromas of coconut, exotic spice and men-

thol lead the nose while the full-bodied palate dis-
plays dark cherry, pomegranate, vanilla, a hint of 
licorice and a confectionery note. You’ll also detect 
the warmth of alcohol on the firm finish. Arte Vino. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Corte Pavone 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This has subdued aromas suggesting 

charred soil, underbrush and toast. The robust one-
dimensional palate shows dried black cherry, cran-
berry, a note of star anise and the heat of evident 
alcohol. Solid tannins provide the framework. Drink 
sooner rather than later before the fruit disappears. 
Noble Grape Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $78 

88 Ferrero 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Underbrush, grilled porcini mush-

room, cured meat and grilled herb aromas take shape 
in the glass. The brawny palate offers raisin, cherry-
marinated-in spirits, licorice and a confectionery 
note alongside firm fine-grained tannins. You’ll also 
notice the heat of evident alcohol that throws it off 
balance. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $100 

88 Kirkland Signature 2011 Signature Series 
(Brunello di Montalcino). For full review see 

page 20.
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Mocali 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. Scorched 
soil, toasted oak, dried sage and roasted cof-

fee bean aromas lead the nose. The approachable 

full-bodied palate offers dried cherry, espresso and 
a hint of clove alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
sooner rather than later to capture the remaining 
fruit. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Uggiano 2010 Brunello di Montalcino. For-
est floor, dark-skinned berry, clove and sage 

aromas emerge in the glass. The juicy straightfor-
ward palate offers wild cherry extract, anise and a 
hint of pipe tobacco alongside chewy tannins. Drink 
2018–2023. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Bonacchi 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. Aro-
mas of fragrant blue flower and wild berry 

waft out of the glass. The easygoing no-frills pal-
ate offers juicy wild cherry and a hint of baking 
spice alongside supple tannins. It’s enjoyable but 
already accessible and extremely straightforward 
by Brunello standards. Drink through 2019. Prestige 
Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 La Collina dei Lecci 2010 Riserva (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Aromas of dry underbrush, 

toast, oak and eucalyptus lead the nose. The palate 
is already quite evolved, offering dried red cherry, 
espresso and a hint of anise alongside close-grained 
tannins that dry out the rather abrupt finish. Drink 
sooner rather than later. Monsieur Touton Selec-
tion Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

87 Renieri 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with an unusual combination of aro-

mas including resin, cured meat, raisin, game and 
grilled herb. The aromas carry over to the evolved, 
one-dimensional palate along with raspberry jam 
and chewy tannins. It’s already approachable, so 
drink over the next few years. Michelangelo Selec-
tions. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Sommavite 2010 Brunello di Montalcino. 
You’ll find aromas of wild berry, violet and 

a touch of leather in this wine. Straightforward by 
Brunello standards, the medium-bodied no-frills 
palate offers dried cherry and dark baking spice 
alongside solid tannins. It has a rather abrupt fin-
ish. Drink through 2020. Latitude Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

86 Castellani 2010 Brunaio (Brunello di Montal-
cino). Leafy underbrush, sunbaked earth and 

a toasted note lead the way. The lean one-dimen-
sional palate is a bit shy on freshness, offering dried 
sour cherry, raisin and a hint of dark spice alongside 
dusty, not very persistent tannins. Drink sooner 
rather than later to capture the remaining fruit. Lati-
tude Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

86 Fanti 2010 Vigna Le Macchiarelle Riserva 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Aromas of toast, 
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French oak, coconut and a balsamic follow over to 
the robust palate along with the heat of evident 
alcohol. Lacking fruit richness, it can’t stand up 
to the dominant oak-driven flavors while close-
grained tannins grip the finish. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

86 La Velona 2010 Riserva (Brunello di Montal-
cino). Oak, toast and scorched soil aromas 

lead the nose along with a whiff of dry underbrush. 
The assertive, robust palate shows dried cherry, lic-
orice and the heat of evident alcohol alongside brac-
ing tannins that leave an astringent finish. While the 
tannins need time, this lacks the fruit richness to 
stand up to lengthy aging. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

86 Vasco Sassetti 2010 Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). The nose is quite shy but 

eventually reveals whiffs of scorched soil, leather 
and a balsamic note. The lean straightforward pal-
ate offers dried wild cherry and a hint of dark spice 
alongside grainy, rather fleeting tannins that leave 
an astringent finish. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

85 La Fornace 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. Sub-
dued aromas of spirits, raisin, menthol and 

resin emerge on this. The bulky palate shows blis-
tering alcohol and a hint of raisin but it lacks fruit 
richness. Grainy tannins leave a raspy finish. Vig-
naioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $65 

85 Mocali 2011 Vigna delle Raunate (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Funky aromas of scorched 

earth, game, cured meat, and a whiff of barnyard 
carry over to the palate along with overripe plum 
and a distinctly bitter note. Grainy, fleeting tan-
nins leave an astringent finish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

MONTECUCCO

89 Poggio Stenti 2013 Tribulo (Montecucco). 
Aromas of black cherry, tilled soil and a hint 

of dark spice lift out of the glass. The palate offers 
juicy wild cherry, cinnamon and white pepper while 
smooth tannins lend a polished texture. Romano 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Campinuovi 2014 Montecucco. Made with 
60% Sangiovese, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon 

and 10% Merlot, this has a rather shy nose that 
slowly reveals aromas of fresh red berry, chopped 
herb and a whiff of espresso. The palate delivers 
black currant and white pepper notes accompanied 
by fine-grained tannins. Integrity Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Campinuovi 2014 Montecucco. Made with 
organic grapes, this has subtle aromas of red 

cherry, leather and blue flower. Solid and fresh, the 
palate offers tart cherry, star anise and clove framed 
in supple tannins. Integrity Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Poggio Mandorlo 2011 La Querce (Monte-
cucco). Raspberry jam, prune and cake spice 

aromas unfold on this blend of 90% Sangiovese 
and 10% Merlot. The accessible palate offers dried 
black cherry, fig, star anise and toast alongside fine-
grained tannins. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Poggio Mandorlo 2010 La Querce (Monte-
cucco). Made with 90% Sangiovese and 

10% Merlot, this opens with aromas of prune and 
baking spice. The straightforward palate offers 
dried black cherry, raspberry jam and toast along-
side fine-grained tannins. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Assolati 2012 Montecucco. The nose isn’t 
very expressive but eventually shows sug-

gestions of leafy underbrush and sunbaked earth. 
The solid palate offers raspberry, tart cherry and a 
hint of ground pepper alongside firm tannins. Lang-
don Shiverick. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

87 Collemassari 2012 Poggio Ombrone Riserva 
(Montecucco). Hints of menthol and leather 

lead the nose on this robust red. The hearty, mono-
lithic palate offers dried black cherry, clove and a 
hint of tobacco alongside firm tannins. You’ll also 
detect the warmth of evident alcohol on the close. 
Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $67 

87 Palmoletino 2012 Scarafone (Montecucco). 
Made with 90% Sangiovese and 10% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this has subdued aromas of 
toast, underbrush and sunbaked earth. The round 
approachable palate offers mature black cherry and 
hints of cake spice. Vi Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Peteglia 2012 Montecucco. You’ll find subtle 
aromas of red cherry, scorched earth and 

clove on this solid red. The full-bodied palate deliv-
ers dried black cherry, tobacco and walnut. Fine-
grained tannins leave a firm finish. Luisa’s Selects. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

86 Basile 2011 Ad Agio Riserva (Montecucco). 
Made with 100% Sangiovese, this offers 

aromas of dark-skinned berry, exotic spice and 
French oak. The firm palate displays dried red 
cherry, tobacco and toasted oak but it doesn’t have 
quite enough fruit richness to balance the evident 
wood sensations. Golden Ram Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

86 Collemassari 2013 Riserva (Montecucco). 
Made with 80% Sangiovese, 10% Ciliegi-

olo and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this has subdued 
aromas suggesting espresso and toast. The palate is 
rather lean in terms of fruit richness, offering red 
currant, clove and a hint of vanilla alongside close-
grained tannins that lead to a mouth-puckering 
close. Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

86 La Querciolina 2013 Sassetti Livio (Mon-
tecucco). The shy nose eventually reveals 

suggestions of red berry, aromatic herb and a whiff 
of game. The bright simple palate offers red cherry, 
clove and an earthy note alongside mellow tannins. 
Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Peteglia 2010 Riserva (Montecucco). This 
has aromas of mature dark-skinned berry, 

cake spice and toast while the astringent palate dis-
plays dried black cherry, coffee and tobacco. It’s a 
bit shy on freshness, so drink soon. Luisa’s Selects. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

86 Pianirossi 2014 Sidus (Montecucco). Made 
with 60% Sangiovese and 40% Montepul-

ciano, this opens with subdued aromas of woodland 
berry and pomegranate. The fresh easygoing palate 
offers raspberry, sour cherry and a hint of cedar 
alongside pliant tannins. Drink soon. Vinvino Wine. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Villa Patrizia 2009 Orto di Boccio Riserva 
(Montecucco). A blend of 70% Sangiovese, 

20% Merlot and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this 
opens with aromas of underbrush, scorched earth 
and espresso. The evolved palate offers coffee, toast 
and dried black cherry set against mouth-puckering 
tannins that grip the finish. The Shepherd Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

85 Assolati 2014 Montecucco. Made with 90% 
Sangiovese and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

this has shy aromas that recall violet and red berry. 
The simple palate shows suggestions of sour cherry 
and black tea alongside fleeting tannins. Drink soon. 
Langdon Shiverick. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Impostino 2012 Ciarlone (Montecucco). This 
straightforward red offers subdued aromas 

of leather, white pepper and a balsamic note. The 
simple evolved palate offers red berry, green tea and 
a hint of clove alongside loose knit, rather fleeting 
tannins. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

85 Impostino 2011 Montecucco. Made with 80% 
Sangiovese and 20% Syrah, Merlot and Petit 

Verdot, this has aromas of underbrush and scorched 
earth. The evolved palate shows dried black cherry, 
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raisin and clove alongside rather tired tannins. Drink 
soon. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Villa Patrizia 2013 Istrico (Montecucco). 
Made with organic grapes, the nose offers 

oak, toast and espresso. The bracing palate shows 
dried cherry notes alongside raspy tannins that grip 
the finish. It doesn’t have the fruit richness needed 
to stand up to the oak. The Shepherd Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

MORELLINO DI SCANSANO

92 Fattoria Le Pupille 2012 Riserva (Morellino 
di Scansano). Smooth and delicious, this 

opens with scents of rose, violet, perfumed berry, 
new leather and baking spice. The poised medium-
bodied palate offers layers of juicy Marasca cherry, 
raspberry and star anise while silky tannins lend 
polished support. Drink through 2018. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Fattoria Le Pupille 2012 Poggio Valente 
Riserva (Morellino di Scansano). This opens 

with aromas of black-skinned berry, blue flower, 
French oak and a balsamic whiff of menthol. The 
smooth, refined palate offers dried black cherry, dark 
spice and chopped herb alongside supple tannins. 
Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

89 Poggio Argentiera 2013 Capatosta (Morel-
lino di Scansano). Fresh and polished, this 

opens with scents of wild berry, crushed aromatic 
herb and a whiff of violet. The bright linear palate 
offers wild cherry, anise and baking spice alongside 
fresh acidity and lithe tannins. Enjoy through 2018. 
Dillman Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Suberli 2012 Riserva (Morellino di Scan-
sano). Earthy aromas of underbrush, sun-

baked soil, pressed violet and dried rosemary meld 
together with whiffs of espresso. The firm palate 
offers dried Marasca cherry, cranberry, star anise 
and a gamy note alongside close-grained tannins. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Terre di Talamo 2012 Tempo Riserva (Morel-
lino di Scansano). Made with 85% Sangio-

vese, 5% Alicante, 5% Cabernet and 5% Syrah, 
this opens with aromas of violet and Mediterra-
nean brush. The juicy palate doles out black cherry, 
licorice and black pepper alongside supple tannins. 
Drink through 2019. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Val delle Rose 2013 Poggio al Leone Riserva 
(Morellino di Scansano). Fresh and easygo-

ing, this opens with scents of berry, blue flower and 
a whiff of baking spice. The light-bodied, simple 
palate offers tart cherry, black currant and a hint of 
espresso alongside soft, not very persistent tannins. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Bruni 2015 Marteto (Morellino di Scansano). 
This pretty red has an alluring fragrance 

of iris, violet, brown spice and crushed berry. The 
easygoing palate offers juicy black cherry, white 
pepper and a hint of espresso while lithe tannins 
lend support. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2015 Titolato Strozzi 
(Morellino di Scansano). Enticing floral 

aromas of fragrant blue flower mingle with whiffs of 
fresh berry. On the easy-drinking savory palate, notes 
of white pepper and orange zest accent a core of wild 
cherry while supple tannins lend soft support. Drink 
through 2017. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

88 La Selva 2015 Morellino di Scansano. Sun-
baked earth, mature black-skinned berry 

and brown spice aromas take center stage. The round 
easygoing palate doles out dried Marasca cherry, 
blackberry and a hint of star anise. Pliant tannins 
lend easy drinking support. Bon Vivant Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 La Selva 2013 Colli dell’Uccellina Riserva 
(Morellino di Scansano). Made with 85% 

Sangiovese and 15% Merlot, this has aromas of vio-
let, black-skinned berry and a whiff of baking spice. 
The round, chewy palate offers ripe morello cherry, 
red currant, white pepper and a hint of game. Sup-
ple tannins and bright acidity give it an easy-drink-
ing vibe. Bon Vivant Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

88 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2012 Pietraregia 
Riserva (Morellino di Scansano). Wild berry, 

dark brown spice, French oak and underbrush aro-
mas lead the way. The medium-bodied palate dis-
plays ripe black cherry, cranberry, vanilla and dried 
aromatic herb alongside taut, tightly wound tannins. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Poggio Argentiera 2015 Bellamarsilia 
(Morellino di Scansano). Fragrant and 

enjoyable, this offers aromas of ripe berry, Medi-
terranean herb, pressed violet and a whiff of pine 
forest. On the round easygoing palate, savory notes 
of brown cooking spice accent a core of red cherry 
and black raspberry. Enjoy through 2017. Dillman 
Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Serpaia di Endrizzi 2010 Dono Riserva 
(Morellino di Scansano). Forest floor, men-

thol, espresso, cranberry and pressed violet aromas 

take shape in the glass. The lean linear palate shows 
dried sour cherry, licorice and coffee bean alongside 
assertive close-grained tannins. Even though the 
tannins are still firm, drink sooner rather than later 
to capture the remaining fruit. Artisan Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Val delle Rose 2015 Morellino di Scansano. 
This opens with aromas suggesting under-

brush, scorched earth, chopped herb and dried 
berry. The straightforward palate delivers concen-
trated black cherry, black currant and dark spice set 
against rounded tannins. A coffee note signals the 
close. Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Castellani 2015 Guadalmare (Morellino di 
Scansano). Woodland berry, blue flower, 

dried mint and a whiff of sunbaked soil take center 
stage on this easy-drinking red. The straightfor-
ward palate offers ripe red cherry and ground pep-
per alongside round, supple tannins. Mission Wine 
Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Cecchi 2015 La Mora (Morellino di Scansano). 
Mature dark-skinned berry, sunbaked earth 

and pressed blue flower aromas come together on 
this charming red. The easy-drinking palate doles 
out ripe black cherry, raspberry and clove while sup-
ple tannins provide the relaxed framework. Terlato 
Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Fattoria Le Pupille 2014 Morellino di Scansano. 
Delicately scented, this racy light-bodied red 

opens with whispers of blue flower, moist earth and 
woodland berry. The vibrant straightforward pal-
ate delivers raspberry, red cherry and a sprinkling 
of baking spice alongside zesty acidity and polished 
tannins. Drink now. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–
The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Massi di Mandorlaia 2013 Mandorlaia Riserva 
(Morellino di Scansano). Aromas recalling 

Mediterranean brush, fresh violet, moist soil and a 
toasted note lead the way. The straightforward pal-
ate offers juicy wild cherry, dried sage, espresso and 
a hint of anise alongside lithe tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Downey Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

87 Rocca delle Macìe 2015 Campo Maccione 
(Morellino di Scansano). This bright, easygo-

ing red opens with aromas of wild berry, violet and a 
hint of scorched earth. The enjoyable no-frills palate 
offers red cherry, raspberry and a hint of ground pep-
per framed in supple tannins. Enjoy through 2017. 
Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Suberli 2014 Morellino di Scansano. Fra-
grant purple flower, red berry, Mediterra-
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nean brush and a hint of resin come together on this 
enjoyable red. The lively palate offers juicy morello 
cherry, crushed raspberry and a savory sprinkling of 
dark spice alongside rounded tannins and firm acid-
ity. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Coli 2015 Morellino di Scansano. Fruity aro-
mas of dark berry and scorched soil lead the 

nose on this informal red. The simple easygoing pal-
ate offers morello cherry and a hint of dried herb 
alongside soft, fleeting tannins. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2014 Santa Maria 
(Morellino di Scansano). Fresh and easy-

going, this opens with scents of berry, blue flower 
and a whiff of baking spice. The light-bodied simple 
palate offers tart cherry, black currant and a hint 
of espresso alongside soft, not very persistent tan-
nins. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Serpaia di Endrizzi 2014 Morellino di Scan-
sano. Violet, iris, red cherry and a whiff of 

baking spice aromas carry over to the light-bodied, 
straightforward palate. It’s easygoing, with supple 
tannins and bright acidity. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

86 Terre di Talamo 2013 Tempo (Morellino di 
Scansano). Here’s a simple red with sub-

dued aromas of red berry and a whiff of forest floor. 
The lean slightly diluted palate shows dried black 
cherry and a hint anise alongside soft, rather fleeting 
tannins. Drink now. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

85 Bruni 2013 Laire Riserva (Morellino di Scan-
sano). The nose isn’t very expressive but 

eventually reveals earthy aromas suggesting under-
brush, moist soil and toast while the lean palate 
offers roasted coffee bean, oak, espresso and anise. 
It lacks fruit richness while fleeting tannins give it 
an abrupt finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

85 Castellani 2015 Cala de’ Poeti (Morellino di 
Scansano). This young fresh red has aromas 

of dark berry and a whiff of blue flower while the 
easy-drinking palate offers wild cherry and a hint of 
spice. It’s extremely simple, so drink soon. Latitude 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

85 Massi di Mandorlaia 2014 I Massi (Morellino 
di Scansano). Simple and lean, this opens 

with whiffs of Mediterranean herb, lead pencil and 
a whisper of blue flower. The short rather diluted 
palate shows raw sour cherry and a hint of dark 
spice alongside fleeting tannins. Downey Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

85 Mocali 2014 Morellino di Scansano. Aromas 
of violet, woodland berry, a hint of coffee 

and a whiff of adhesive bandage carry over to the 
simple palate. It’s a bit lean and diluted, with fleet-
ing tannins. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

BOLGHERI SUPERIORE

93 Guado al Tasso 2013 Bolgheri Superiore. 
Made with Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 

Cabernet Franc and a drop of Petit Verdot, this pol-
ished linear red has aromas of black-skinned fruit, 
bell pepper, coconut and toasted oak. The vibrant, 
elegantly structured palate offers black currant, 
chopped herb, clove and licorice alongside fine-
grained tannins. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

93 Poggio al Tesoro 2012 Dedicato a Walter (Bol-
gheri Superiore). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

91 Ornellaia 2013 Bolgheri Superiore. A blend 
of 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 38% Merlot, 

10% Cabernet Franc and 7% Petit Verdot, this 
opens with aromas of red currant, fragrant purple 
flower and exotic spice. The currant aroma carries 
over to the austere palate along with cranberry, 
chopped herb and French oak. With its backbone of 
firm acidity and assertive close-grained tannins, it 
already boasts finesse but will need years to soften 
and develop. Drink 2021–2028. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $240 

90 Poggio al Tesoro 2013 Sondraia (Bolgheri 
Superiore). Aromas of black currant and 

a whiff of bell pepper slowly emerge on this hearty 
blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot and 
10% Cabernet Franc. Concentrated and robust, the 
palate offers cassis, black cherry, licorice and the 
heat of evident alcohol alongside big velvety tannins. 
LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

88 Campo alla Sughera 2013 Arnione (Bolgheri 
Superiore). In this blend of Cabernet Sau-

vignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot and Petit Verdot, 
you’ll find delicate aromas of cassis and allspice 
together with an herbaceous note. The smooth pal-
ate delivers mature black-skinned fruit alongside 
rounded tannins. Curious Cork Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

88 Fornacelle 2013 Guarda Boschi (Bolgheri 
Superiore). Made with 40% Merlot, 30% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 30% Cabernet Franc, this 
opens with subtle aromas of black currant and bak-
ing spice. The palate offers red plum and vanilla 
alongside grainy tannins. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

BOLGHERI

92 Ca’ Marcanda 2013 Camarcanda (Bolgheri). 
Black currant, exotic spice, grilled bell pep-

per and fragrant purple flower are some of the aro-
mas you’ll find on this elegant blend of Merlot, Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. The vibrant 
linear palate delivers raspberry, red currant, lico-
rice, French oak and vanilla alongside bright acidity 
and fine-grained tannins. Terlato Wines Interna-
tional. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $145 

91 Guado al Tasso 2013 Cont’Ugo (Bolgheri). 
Made entirely from Merlot, this offers subtle 

aromas of plum, French oak, menthol and a whiff 
of chopped herb. The round accessible palate shows 
blackberry jam, star anise, clove and mocha along-
side lithe tannins and vibrant acidity. Enjoy 2018–
2023. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

91 Tenuta dei Pianali 2011 Coronato (Bolgheri). 
Underbrush, Mediterranean herb, sunbaked 

soil and a whiff of sea breeze are some of the aromas 
you’ll find on this blend of 55% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, 25% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc and 10% 
Petit Verdot. The round chewy palate offers dried 
black cherry, star anise, grilled bell pepper and 
espresso alongside velvety tannins. Enjoy over the 
next several years. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Ca’ Marcanda 2014 Promis (Bolgheri). Aro-
mas of underbrush, cut grass, Mediterra-

nean scrub, red currant and spice take center stage 
along with a hint of menthol. The soft approachable 
palate offers blackberry, black currant, star anise, 
vanilla and white pepper alongside bright acidity and 
supple tannins. Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

90 Donna Olimpia 1898 2014 Millepassi (Bolgh-
eri). Made with 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

15% Merlot, 10% Petit Verdot and 5% Cabernet 
Franc, this bold wine opens with aromas of black 
currant, cedar and exotic spice. The concentrated 
palate delivers blueberry jam, graphite, anise and 
clove alongside assertive tannins that leave a firm 
finish. Majestic Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

90 Le Macchiole 2013 Rosso (Bolgheri). Made 
with 50% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc 

and 20% Syrah, this offers aromas of red plum, 
black currant and clove. The savory palate delivers 
black cherry, blueberry jam and licorice alongside 
smooth silky tannins. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

89 Ca’ Marcanda 2014 Magari (Bolgheri). Aro-
mas of dark-skinned fruit, toast, mint and 

a whiff of espresso lead the nose on this Merlot, 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc blend. The 
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straightforward palate is on the lean side, offering 
raw red currant, coffee and star anise alongside firm 
acidity. Close-grained tannins leave a drying finish. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

89 Le Macchiole 2014 Rosso (Bolgheri). Aromas 
of black currant, French oak, coconut and 

espresso lead the nose on this polished easygoing 
Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Syrah blend. The soft 
accessible palate doles out black cherry, mocha and 
black pepper alongside supple tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Ambrogio e Giovanni Folonari 2015 Campo 
al Mare (Bolgheri). Made with 60% Merlot, 

20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Cabernet Franc and 
5% Petit Verdot, this offers aromas of underbrush 
and prune. The dense palate delivers dried black 
cherry, espresso and a hint of licorice alongside 
chewy tannins. Drink through 2018. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

88 Donna Olimpia 1898 2014 Bolgheri. Made 
with 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Mer-

lot, 10% Petit Verdot and 5% Cabernet Franc, this 
has aromas of dark-skinned berry, cedar and a whiff 
of exotic spice. The dense palate delivers black 
cherry and white pepper alongside round tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Majestic Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Guicciardini Strozzi 2014 Campo al Capriolo 
(Bolgheri). A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Cabernet Franc, Merlot and Syrah, this opens with 
delicate aromas suggesting black-skinned fruit and a 
whiff of cooking spice. The easygoing palate delivers 
black currant and leather alongside round tannins. 
Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

86 Fornacelle 2015 Zizzolo (Bolgheri). Made 
with 60% Merlot and 40% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, this has a shy nose that eventually gives up 
whiffs of plum and scorched earth. The simple and 
zesty palate delivers black-skinned fruit and a hint 
of cedar. Enjoy soon. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

TOSCANA

95 Castello dei Rampolla 2012 Vigna d’Alceo 
(Toscana). Earthy aromas of tilled soil, 

underbrush, leather, purple flower, cedar and ripe 
black-skinned berry lead the way on this delicious 
blend of 85% Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% Petit 
Verdot. The smooth full-bodied palate doles out juicy 
blackberry, red currant, licorice, exotic spice, mocha 
and a hint of game while tightly knit but velvety 
tannins lend both structure and finesse. It’s already 
compelling but give it time to fully develop. Drink 
2018–2027. Vias Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $242 

95 Isole e Olena 2012 Cepparello (Toscana). 
Delicious and loaded with finesse, this offers 

enticing scents of rose, violet, chopped herb, dark-
skinned berry and a whiff of exotic spice. The smooth 
structured palate delivers juicy red cherry, crushed 
raspberry, star anise, and white pepper alongside 
polished tannins. Hints of pomegranate and pipe 
tobacco close the lingering finish. Drink through 
2027. Chambers & Chambers. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

95 Le Macchiole 2012 Paleo Rosso (Toscana). 
Enticing aromas of black currant, violet, 

chopped herb, grilled bell pepper and a balsamic note 
almost jump out of the glass. The smooth full-bodied 
palate delivers cassis, juicy black cherry, ground pep-
per and black licorice wrapped up in velvety tannins. 
Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

94 Castello Banfi 2013 Excelsus (Toscana). A 
blend of 60% Merlot and 40% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this has enticing aromas of black-skinned 
fruit, fresh violet, espresso and a whiff of cake spice. 
Smooth and structured, the elegant palate delivers 
crushed raspberry, cassis, licorice and clove that fol-
low through to the long finish. A backbone of pol-
ished fine-grained tannins and fresh acidity give it 
an age-worthy structure. Drink 2019–2033. Banfi 
Vintners. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $86 

94 Marchesi Antinori 2013 Solaia (Toscana). 
For full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14% Price: $325 

94 Marchesi Antinori 2013 Tignanello (Tos-
cana). For full review see page 5. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $105 

93 Castello Banfi 2013 Summus (Toscana). A 
blend of Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Syrah, this vibrant red has alluring aromas of 
plum, blackberry, purple flower, espresso and a whiff 
of exotic spice. The elegant, structured palate deliv-
ers black cherry, black currant, pipe tobacco, vanilla 
and licorice alongside fresh acidity while firm, 
fine grained tannins lend a polished texture. Drink 
2018–2028. Banfi Vintners. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

93 Castello dei Rampolla 2012 Sammarco (Tos-
cana). Fragrant purple flower, ripe black-

skinned fruit and dark spice aromas slowly emerge 
on this savory blend of 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
5% Merlot and 5% Sangiovese. Full bodied and 
succulent, the smooth structured palate delivers 
crushed raspberry, black currant, star anise and 
chopped mint alongside a backbone of firm polished 
tannins. Drink 2018–2024. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $117 

93 Luce della Vite 2013 Red (Toscana). Made 
with Sangiovese and Merlot, this vibrant 

red offers aromas of mature black-skinned berry, 
exotic spice, purple flower, coconut and a balsamic 
note. The full-bodied palate has weight and finesse, 
delivering dried black cherry, raspberry, espresso 
and star anise alongside a backbone of bright acid-
ity and firm, velvety tannins. Hold a few more years 
to let this fully come together. Drink 2019–2028. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

93 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2013 Montesodi 
(Toscana). Made with Sangiovese, this 

vibrant red opens with aromas of fresh violet, 
woodland berry, underbrush, new leather and a 
balsamic note. The linear, elegant palate delivers 
crushed raspberry, wild cherry, star anise and a hint 
of white pepper. It boasts youthful tension, with 
taut polished tannins and bright acidity that give it 
an ageworthy structure. Give it a few more years to 
come together. Drink 2019–2028. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

93 Masseto 2013 Red (Toscana). This pol-
ished, vibrant red opens with aromas of 

dark-skinned fruit, mocha, French oak, exotic spice 
and a whiff of coconut. The elegantly structured 
palate offers black raspberry, pomegranate, oak-
driven spice and espresso alongside bright acidity 
and tightly knit, close-grained tannins that leave a 
firm finish. Give it time to unwind and fully develop. 
Drink 2019–2033. Folio Fine Wine Partners. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $700 

93 Mazzei 2012 Mix 36 (Toscana). For full 
review see page 7. 

abv: 14% Price: $70 

93 Mazzei 2012 Philip (Toscana). For full review 
see page 8. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Tenuta di Biserno 2012 Lodovico (Toscana). 
You’ll find aromas of cassis, French oak, 

cedar and blue flower on this full-bodied red. Made 
with Cabernet Franc and a tiny amount of Petit Ver-
dot, the polished structured palate delivers black 
currant, star anise, espresso and aromatic herb set 
against fine-grained tannins that leave a firm finish. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $300 

93 Tenuta Monteti 2011 Monteti (Toscana). A 
blend of 55% Petit Verdot, 25% Cabernet 

Franc and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens 
with raspberry, black plum, orange zest and cocoa 
aromas that follow through to the full-bodied pal-
ate. Polished tannins lend a smooth, creamy texture. 
Enjoy through 2021. Communal Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 
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93 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2012 Indaco (Toscana). 
For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Tua Rita 2013 Giusto di Notri (Toscana). A 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 

Cabernet Franc, this opulent wine opens with aro-
mas of black currant, graphite and baking spice. 
The juicy concentrated palate delivers black cherry, 
blackberry, tobacco and licorice framed in bold pol-
ished tannins. Drink now through 2023. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

92 Brancaia 2013 Ilatraia (Toscana). Made with 
40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Petit Ver-

dot and 20% Cabernet Franc, this opens with aro-
mas of mature black-skinned fruit, sunbaked earth 
and a whiff of cedar. The concentrated, polished 
palate delivers juicy black cherry, grilled herb, clove 
and tobacco. Firm velvety tannins provide support. 
E & J Gallo. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Brancaia 2012 Ilatraia (Toscana). For full 
review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Fattoria Montecchio 2013 Priscus (Toscana). 
Made with 100% Sangiovese, fermented 

and aged in terra-cotta amphora, this elegant red 
opens with alluring aromas of sunbaked earth, 
leather, blue flower and a balsamic note. Bright 
and polished, the palate delivers juicy red cherry, a 
sprinkling of baking spice and an energizing mineral 
vein. Lithe tannins and fresh acidity provide the 
framework. Village Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Tenuta di Biserno 2012 Biserno (Toscana). 
Coconut, black currant, toasted oak and 

grilled bell pepper lead the nose on this blend of 
Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Petit Verdot. The polished, full-bodied palate offers 
dried black cherry, raspberry, licorice and espresso 
framed in silky tannins. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

91 Banfi 2013 Cum Laude (Toscana). A blend 
consisting of 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% 

Merlot, 25% Sangiovese, 15% Syrah, this has aro-
mas of black currant, pipe tobacco and a whiff of 
purple flower. Vibrant and elegant, the medium-
bodied palate offers succulent blackberry, crunchy 
red cherry, clove and star anise alongside polished, 
fine-grained tannins. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Carpineto 2010 Farnito Camponibbio (Tos-
cana). A juicy blend of Sangiovese, Cabernet 

Sauvignon and Merlot, this opens with aromas of 
blackberry, plum, blue flower and a whiff of exotic 
spice. The velvety approachable palate offers fleshy 
black cherry, licorice, ground pepper and a hint of 

nutmeg alongside fine-grained tannins. Enjoy over 
the next several years. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Carpineto 2009 Molin Vecchio (Toscana). 
Made with 80% Sangiovese, 10% Syrah and 

10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this offers aromas of for-
est floor, scorched earth, roasted coffee bean and 
dark spice. The firm dense palate offers blackberry 
jam, dried cherry, licorice and espresso alongside 
substantial close-grained tannins that give the finish 
grip. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Castello d’Albola 2013 Acciaiolo (Toscana). A 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Sangiovese, 

this offers aromas of dark-skinned fruit, exotic spice, 
French oak and a whiff of underbrush. Smooth and 
firmly structured, the elegant palate delivers cas-
sis, black cherry and star anise alongside polished, 
fine-grained tannins. Drink 2018–2028. Zonin USA. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

91 Fattoria Torre a Cona 2012 Terre di Cino (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, this 

opens with aromas of black-skinned fruit, under-
brush and a whiff of menthol. The lithe palate offers 
black wild cherry, crushed raspberry and white 
pepper alongside firm but polished tannins. Lynda 
Allison Cellar Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Felsina 2012 Maestro Raro (Toscana). This 
100% Cabernet has scents of ripe black-

skinned fruit, aromatic herb, new leather, baking 
spice and a balsamic note. The round savory palate 
offers black currant, stewed prune, herb, clove and 
a hint of star anise alongside polished, fine-grained 
tannins. Drink over the next several years. Polaner 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

91 Le Macchiole 2012 Scrio (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Syrah, this has aromas of 

mature black-skinned fruit, French oak, leather 
and cedar. The full-bodied palate offers cured meat, 
dried blackberry, ground pepper and anise along-
side firm, fine-grained tannins. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $175 

91 Mazzei 2013 Siepi (Toscana). A blend of San-
giovese and Merlot in equal parts, this con-

centrated wine opens with aromas of vanilla, ripe 
black-skinned fruit and mocha. The supple palate 
offers coconut, toast and black plum alongside vel-
vety tannins. William Grant & Sons. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $140 

91 Orma 2013 Red (Toscana). A blend of 50% 
Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon and 30% 

Cabernet Franc, this offers aromas of ripe black cur-
rant, tilled earth and tobacco. The full-bodied palate 
doles out black cherry, cedar and mocha alongside 

ample velvety tannins. Drink 2017–2023. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

91 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2010 Scipio (Toscana). 
Made entirely from Cabernet Franc, this 

opens with aromas of blueberry, cedar and a whiff 
of rosemary. The juicy polished palate offers red cur-
rant, raspberry and Mediterranean herb. It closes on 
a vanilla note. Drink through 2022. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

90 Altesino 2013 Alte d’Altesi (Toscana). Made 
with Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sau-

vignon in equal parts, this opens with aromas of 
red berry, leather and tobacco. The juicy approach-
able palate doles out black cherry, vanilla, toast and 
graphite alongside fine-grained tannins. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Altesino 2013 Palazzo Altesi (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Sangiovese, this opens 

with aromas of red plum, vanilla and a whiff of 
toasted oak. The lively polished palate presents 
black cherry, raspberry and licorice alongside fine-
grained tannins. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Caiarossa 2012 Aria di Caiarossa (Toscana). 
A blend of Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Caber-

net Sauvignon, Petit Verdot, Sangiovese, Alicante 
and Syrah, this juicy wine opens with aromas of ripe 
plum, baking spice and a balsamic note. The con-
centrated palate doles out ripe black cherry, clove 
and licorice alongside fine-grained tannins. Lyra 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Fattoria di Grignano 2010 Salicaria (Tos-
cana). Made with 90% Merlot and 10% 

Petit Verdot, this opens with aromas of black-
skinned fruit and mint. The juicy palate doles out 
black cherry, anise and white pepper while polished 
tannins provided support. Drink through 2020. 
Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Il Borro 2013 Red (Toscana). Made with 
50% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

10% Syrah and 5% Petit Verdot, this has subdued 
aromas suggesting underbrush, clove, dark-skinned 
berry and French oak. The smooth vibrant palate 
delivers red currant, unripe cherry, mocha and dried 
sage alongside fine-grained tannins. An orange zest 
note closes the finish. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Luce della Vite 2013 Mormoreto (Toscana). 
Made with Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet 

Franc, Sangiovese and a drop of Petit Verdot, this 
has aromas of stewed plum, exotic spice, raisin, 
purple flower and a balsamic note. The concen-
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trated palate offers cassis, dried blackberry, oak-
driven spice, bitter cocoa and espresso alongside 
close-grained tannins that leave a firm grippy finish. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $77 

90 Monteverro 2013 Terra di Monteverro (Tos-
cana). A blend of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

30% Cabernet Franc, 15% Merlot and 5% Petit Ver-
dot, this offers aromas of black currant, fragrant blue 
flower and exotic spice. The structured palate deliv-
ers black cherry, sage and espresso alongside firm 
fine-grained tannins. JH Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

90 Nittardi 2012 Nectar Dei (Toscana). A blend 
of 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 

20% Petit Verdot, 10% Syrah and 10% other variet-
ies, this opens with aromas of dark berry, cedar and 
a whiff of espresso. The dense palate doles out ripe 
black cherry, dried aromatic herb and tobacco along-
side velvety tannins. Drink through 2017–2023. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $59 

90 Rocca delle Macìe 2013 Roccato (Toscana). 
For full review see page 19. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $57 

90 Tenuta Sette Ponti 2013 Oreno (Toscana). 
A blend of 50% Merlot, 40% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 10% Petit Verdot, this opens with 
aromas of dark plum, tobacco, cooking spice and a 
balsamic note. The dense palate delivers black cur-
rant, licorice and clove set against round, polished 
tannins. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

90 Tua Rita 2013 Per Sempre Syrah (Toscana). 
Spicy and supple, this has aromas of cured 

meat, white pepper, toast and dark plum that fol-
low the warm robust palate along with dried black 
cherry, coffee and licorice. Round tannins provide 
the supple framework. Drink through 2020. Leon-
ardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $300 

90 Tua Rita 2013 Perlato del Bosco (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Sangiovese, this opens 

with aromas of mature dark-skinned berry, violet 
and a whiff of baking spice. On the bright silky pal-
ate, notes of pipe tobacco, chopped herb and a hint 
of game add depth to the red-berry core. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 Tua Rita 2013 Redigaffi (Toscana). Cassis, 
bell pepper, toast, French oak and coco-

nut lead the nose. The aromas carry over to the 
tightly wound palate along with raw red currant, 
powdered sage, licorice and a confectionery note. 
Close-grained tannins leave a rather astringent fin-

ish. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $400 

90 Volpaia 2012 Balifico (Toscana). For full 
review see page 20. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

89 Borgo Scopeto 2014 Borgonero (Toscana). A 
blend of 40% Sangiovese, 20% Syrah, 20% 

Merlot and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens 
with aromas of ripe black-skinned fruit and cooking 
spice. The firm savory palate doles out sour cherry, 
cinnamon and tobacco alongside smooth tannins. 
Drink through 2020. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Cafaggio 2011 Basilica del Cortaccio Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Toscana). Made entirely with 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with delicate aro-
mas of cassis, tobacco and cedar. The robust palate 
delivers mature plum, clove and espresso alongside 
chewy tannins. Drink through 2020. Ethica Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Cafaggio 2011 Basilica del Pruneto Merlot 
(Toscana). Made entirely with Merlot, 

this opens with subdued aromas of ripe plum and 
vanilla. The aromas carry through to the robust pal-
ate, together with tobacco and clove. Round tannins 
provide soft support. Drink through 2019. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

89 Caiarossa 2011 Red (Toscana). Made with 
24% Cabernet Franc, 22% Merlot, 15% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Petit Verdot, 14% Sangio-
vese, 6% Alicante and 5% Syrah, this opens with 
subdued aromas suggesting ripe black-skinned fruit, 
toast and coffee. The palate offers black cherry jam, 
espresso and oak-driven spice alongside polished 
tannins. It’s a bit shy on freshness, so drink soon. 
Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

89 Caparzo 2012 Cà del Pazzo Red Blend (Tos-
cana). Made with Sangiovese and Cabernet 

Sauvignon in equal parts, this opens with aromas of 
violet, cedar, and underbrush. The medium-bodied 
palate delivers red currant, black pepper and anise 
alongside smooth tannins. Drink through 2020. 
Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Carpineto 2011 Farnito Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Toscana). Made entirely with Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this opens with aromas of toasted oak, 
scorched earth, underbrush and a balsamic whiff of 
eucalyptus. The dense palate offers blackberry jam, 
licorice, cured meat and a confectionery note along-
side chewy, close-grained tannins. It’s a bit shy on 
freshness, so drink sooner rather than later. Opici 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Carpineto 2009 La Fornace (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Cabernet Sauvignon, this 

opens with aromas suggesting scorched earth, cas-
sis, porcini mushroom and grilled bell pepper. The 
firm austere palate offers dried black currant, prune 
and star anise alongside tightly knit, close-grained 
tannins that leave an astringent finish. Opici Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

89 Carpineto 2009 Sillano (Toscana). A blend 
of 60% Sangiovese and 40% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this has aromas of leafy underbrush, 
bell pepper, dried herb and black currant. The pal-
ate is rather austere, offering dried cherry, leather, 
licorice and powdered sage alongside tightly wound, 
grainy tannins that grip the finish. Let the tannins 
unwind for another year or two, then drink up to 
catch the remaining fruit. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

89 Castello di Meleto 2014 Camboi Malvasia 
Nera (Toscana). Made entirely with Malva-

sia Nera, this has subtle aromas of red berry and 
baking spice. The fresh palate delivers juicy red 
plum and white pepper along with a hint of cocoa 
framed in round tannins. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $78 

89 Fattoria Fibbiano 2013 L’Aspetto (Toscana). 
A 50-50 blend of Sangiovese and Canaiolo, 

this opens with earthy aromas of red cherry, tilled 
soil and a whiff of leather. The bright firm palate 
delivers raspberry and a hint of brown spice along-
side fine-grained tannins that grip the finish. Vene-
zia Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

89 Fattoria Torre a Cona 2013 Merlot (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Merlot, this has a shy 

nose that eventually reveals subtle aromas of black-
skinned fruit, grilled herb and caramel. The round, 
accessible palate provides black cherry, vanilla and 
a hint of baking spice, all framed by smooth tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Lynda Allison Cellar Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

89 Il Palagio 2013 Casino delle Vie (Toscana). 
Made with 80% Sangiovese, 9% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 9% Merlot and 2% Cabernet Franc, this 
opens with aromas suggesting blueberry jam and a 
whiff of coconut. The round palate doles out mature 
black cherry, vanilla and cedar alongside smooth 
tannins. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Luce della Vite 2014 Lucente (Toscana). A 
blend of Merlot and Sangiovese, this offers 

aromas of black plum, dried herb, violet and a whiff 
of baking spice. The vibrant palate doles out juicy 
black cherry, licorice and a hint of espresso along-
side fine-grained, polished tannins and zesty acidity. 
Drink through 2019. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 
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89 Mazzei 2013 Belguardo Serrata (Toscana). 
Made from 80% Sangiovese and 20% 

Alicante, this opens with aromas of plum, black 
cherry and baking spice that follow through to the 
medium-bodied palate along with a hint of clove. 
It’s easy drinking with firm but fine-grained tan-
nins. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Montauto 2015 Pinot Nero (Toscana). This 
opens with aromas of red berry, light spice 

and a whiff of rosemary. The straightforward fruity 
palate shows ripe strawberry, raspberry and a hint 
of cedar alongside smooth tannins. Kindred Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Monteverro 2013 Red (Toscana). Made with 
40% Cabernet Franc, 35% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 20% Merlot and 5% Petit Verdot, this has 
aromas of black-skinned fruit, espresso and coco-
nut. The concentrated palate offers dried black 
cherry, roasted coffee bean and vanilla alongside 
clenching tannins. You’ll also detect the warmth of 
alcohol on the finish. JH Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $175 

89 Monteverro 2013 Tinata (Toscana). Made 
with 70% Syrah and 30% Grenache, this 

opens with aromas of ripe black currant, cedar and 
white pepper. The robust palate doles out black-
berry, licorice and a note of exotic spice alongside 
smooth tannins. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

89 Nittardi 2013 Ad Astra (Toscana). Made with 
40% Sangiovese, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

20% Merlot, 10% Syrah and 5% Petit Verdot, this 
offers aromas of red currant, cedar and cooking 
spice. The firm palate delivers anise, white pepper 
and dried aromatic herb alongside assertive tannins. 
Drink 2017–2021. Weygandt-Metzler. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Ornellaia 2014 Le Serre Nuove (Toscana). 
Made with Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this has aromas of 
black-skinned berry, violet, toasted oak and a whiff 
of dark baking spice. The soft palate offers black cur-
rant, espresso, French oak and a hint of dried sage 
alongside fine-grained tannins and bright acidity. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2014 IXE Tempranillo (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Tempranillo, this 

opens with aromas of red plum, leather and violet. 
The smooth, easygoing palate delivers black cherry, 
ground pepper and a hint of exotic spice. Fine-
grained tannins and fresh acidity provide support. 
Drink through 2020. Savorian Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2013 IXE Tempranillo (Tos-
cana). Made with Tempranillo, this opens 

with aromas of black-skinned berries, cured meats 
and herbaceous notes. The fresh medium-bodied 
palate offers blackberries, currants and a hint of 
sage alongside close-grained tannins that leave a 
firm finish. Savorian Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2012 Reciso (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Sangiovese, this opens 

with aromas suggesting violets, red berries and bak-
ing spice. The structured palate doles out star anise, 
black cherries and Mediterranean herbs alongside 
refined tannins. Savorian Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2011 Vigna Le Nicchie Tem-
pranillo (Toscana). Densely concentrated, 

this has subtle aromas of leather, dried plum, nut-
meg and a whiff of exotic spice. The robust palate 
delivers raisin, cassis and pipe tobacco alongside 
hearty tannins. Made with grapes that were left to 
dry before fermentation, you’ll also notice the heat 
of alcohol on the close. Savorian Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $48 

89 Podere San Cristoforo 2015 Toscana. Made 
entirely with Petit Verdot, this has aromas 

of cedar, graphite and Mediterranean scrub. The 
polished palate doles out black currant, black pep-
per and a tobacco note alongside smooth tannins. 
Planet Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

89 Rascioni e Cecconello 2012 Poggio Ciliegio 
Ciliegiolo (Toscana). Made entirely with 

Ciliegiolo grapes, this opens with fruity aromas of 
red raspberry and red cherry that carry over to the 
easy-drinking palate along with hints of vanilla and 
cinnamon. It’s already accessible and enjoyable, 
with smooth tannins. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

89 Ruffino 2011 Alauda (Toscana). Made with 
45% Cabernet Franc, 45% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 10% Colorino, this opens with subtle aro-
mas of black currant, ginger and a hint of star anise. 
On the mature palate, notes of vanilla and licorice 
accent ripe plum while polished tannins provide the 
framework. Constellation Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $99 

89 Tenuta Cappellina 2012 Caspiolo (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Canaiolo, this offers 

aromas suggesting red berry and cake spice. The 
aromas carry over to the juicy palate together with 
wild strawberry and clove. It’s fresh and enjoyable, 
with smooth tannins. Drink soon. Vision Wine 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

89 Tenuta di Biserno 2014 Il Pino di Biserno 
(Toscana). An easy-drinking blend of 40% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 12% Petit Verdot 
and 8% Cabernet Sauvignon, this offers aromas of 
black currant, clove and roasted coffee bean. The 

polished, accessible palate shows cassis, toasted oak, 
licorice and mocha alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Enjoy over the next few years. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

89 Tenuta San Guido 2014 Guidalberto (Tos-
cana). Made with 60% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 40% Merlot, this delicately fragrant wine 
offers alluring scents of dark-skinned berry, purple 
flower and a whiff of cedar. The bright light-bodied 
palate offers red currant and star anise framed in 
racy acidity and lithe tannins. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $56 

89 Tolaini 2011 Picconero (Toscana). Herba-
ceous aromas and a whiff of blackberry take 

center stage on this 65% Merlot and 35% Cabernet 
Franc blend. The dense palate doles out raspberry 
jam, French oak and white pepper alongside close-
grained tannins that grip the finish. Banville Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $135 

89 Tua Rita 2014 Rosso dei Notri (Toscana). 
Made with 50% Sangiovese and the rest 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah, this easy-
going wine opens with aromas of tilled soil, dark-
skinned berry and a whiff of game. The soft palate 
doles out black cherry, ground pepper and a hint of 
licorice framed in round tannins. Enjoy soon. Leon-
ardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Ambrogio e Giovanni Folonari 2013 Cabreo 
Il Borgo (Toscana). Made with 70% San-

giovese and 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, this offers 
aromas of baked plum, espresso, and baking spice. 
The robust palate opens with black fruit, chocolate 
and licorice alongside gripping tannins. You’ll also 
notice the warmth of evident alcohol on the close. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $57 

88 Argiano 2014 Solengo (Toscana). A blend of 
Cabernet, Petit Verdot, Merlot and Syrah, 

this has aromas of French oak, vanilla and espresso. 
The palate is rather austere, delivering black currant 
and clove alongside bracing, close-grained tannins. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Banfi 2013 Bel Nero (Toscana). Made pre-
dominantly with Sangiovese and small 

amounts of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, this 
offers pretty aromas of blue flower, red berry, men-
thol and dark spice. The bright straightforward 
palate offers dried red cherry, clove and a hint of 
espresso alongside lithe tannins. Banfi Vintners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

88 Baracchi 2013 Pinot Nero (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Pinot Nero, this offers straw-

berry and tomato aromas. The round and ready 
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palate provides raspberry, green tea and a touch of 
vanilla alongside smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. Curi-
ous Cork Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

88 Baracchi 2012 Ardito (Toscana). Made with 
50% Cabernet Sauvignon and 50% Syrah, 

this opens with delicate aromas of cassis and san-
dalwood. The palate delivers dried black cherry, 
toast, licorice and black pepper alongside gripping 
tannins. Curious Cork Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

88 Borgo Salcetino 2013 Red (Toscana). Made 
with 70% Sangiovese and 30% Merlot, this 

easygoing red offers aromas of black currant and 
cinnamon. The fresh straightforward palate doles 
out red cherry, vanilla and clove alongside smooth 
tannins. Drink soon. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Brancaia 2011 Il Blu (Toscana). A blend of 
50% Sangiovese, 45% Merlot and 5% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, this has a shy nose that eventually 
reveals aromas of black-skinned fruit and scorched 
earth. The firm palate offers dried black cherry, 
prune, clove and French oak alongside clenching 
tannins. E & J Gallo. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

88 Campo di Sasso 2014 Insoglio del Cinghiale 
(Toscana). A blend of Syrah, Cabernet 

Franc, Merlot and a dollop of Petit Verdot, this has 
subtle aromas of ground pepper, toast, French oak 
and espresso. The aromas follow over to the rather 
lean, straightforward palate along with a note of 
fresh cherry set against loose-knit, fine-grained 
tannins. Enjoy over the next few years. Wilson Dan-
iels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Castelli del Grevepesa 2013 Clemente VII 
(Toscana). Made with 50% Sangiovese, 

25% Merlot and 25% Syrah this has aromas sug-
gesting black cherry and Mediterranean herb. The 
round palate offers black currant, licorice, white 
pepper and a note of espresso alongside smooth 
tannins. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 Castello di Bossi 2012 Corbaia (Toscana). 
Made with 70% Sangiovese and 30% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, this opens with subtle aromas 
of black cherry jam and vanilla. The dense palate 
shows black currant, oak and mocha alongside firm 
rather drying tannins. It’s a bit shy on freshness, so 
enjoy over the next few years. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

88 Castello di Bossi 2012 Girolamo (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Merlot, this opens with 

subtle aromas of black-skinned fruit and cocoa. The 
straightforward palate delivers ripe plum, vanilla 
and clove alongside close-grained tannins that 

clench the finish. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–
The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Castello di Poppiano 2013 Tricorno (Tos-
cana). A blend of 50% Sangiovese, 30% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Merlot, this has a shy 
nose that slowly unleashes aromas of black-skinned 
fruit and cedar. The smooth accessible palate offers 
black cherry and cinnamon alongside round tannins. 
Michael R. Downey Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

88 Conte Ferdinando Guicciardini 2013 La His-
toria di Italia (Toscana). Made entirely 

with Merlot, the shy nose eventually reveals notes 
of black-skinned fruit and clove. The dense palate 
delivers cedar, espresso and leather alongside grip-
ping tannins. Downey Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

88 Conti di Sn Bonifacio 2012 Docet (Toscana). 
Made with Cabernet Franc and Cabernet 

Sauvignon in equal parts, this offers subtle aro-
mas of black currant and licorice. The concen-
trated approachable palate provides plum, vanilla 
and French oak alongside chewy tannins. Vintage 
Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Diadema 2013 Rosso (Toscana). Made with 
Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot 

and Syrah, this opens with aromas of raspberry 
jam and underbrush along with whiffs of coffee and 
vanilla. The medium-bodied palate delivers mature 
plum, vanilla and white pepper alongside smooth 
tannins. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

88 Fattoria La Striscia 2014 Red (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Sangiovese, this opens 

with aromas of black cherry, blue flower and baking 
spice. The straightforward palate delivers red plum 
and clove alongside firm tannins. Enjoy soon. Ideal 
Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Fattoria La Vialla 2012 Casal Duro (Toscana). 
Made with 60% Sangiovese, 25% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 15% Merlot, this opens with deli-
cate aromas of black currant, leather and toast. The 
accessible palate doles out mature black cherry, 
vanilla and tobacco alongside chewy tannins and 
modest acidity. T. Elenteny Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

88 Fornacelle 2013 Foglio 38 (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Cabernet Franc, this displays 

subtle aromas of cassis and baking spice that carry 
over to the juicy palate together with bell pepper 
and vanilla. Round tannins provide the approach-
able framework. Drink through 2020. Tradizione 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2012 Vignarè (Toscana). 
A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet 

Franc and Merlot, this opens earthy aromas of game, 
ripe black-skinned fruit and scorched earth. The 
mature palate displays dried black cherry, prune 
and leather alongside grippy tannins that leave a 
firm finish. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

88 Il Palagio 2013 Message in a Bottle (Tos-
cana). Made with 70% Sangiovese, 15% 

Syrah and 15% Merlot, this opens with aromas of 
black currant, freshly cut grass and a whiff of thyme. 
The easygoing palates doles out juicy black cherry, 
clove and a hint of smoke set against smooth tan-
nins. Enjoy soon. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Il Palagio 2012 Sister Moon (Toscana). Made 
with 45% Sangiovese, 45% Merlot and 

10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this has a restrained nose 
that eventually reveals aromas of cassis, toast and 
leather. The polished palate shows mature red plum, 
tobacco and vanilla alongside assertive, fine-grained 
tannins and somewhat soft acidity. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

88 Lornano 2012 Commendator Enrico (Tos-
cana). Made with 50% Sangiovese, 25% 

Merlot and 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens 
with aromas of red cherry and vanilla. The palate 
delivers red plum, tangerine and a hint of clove 
alongside bracing tannins. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

88 Luce della Vite 2013 Lamaione (Toscana). 
Ripe black-skinned fruit, bell pepper, dried 

herb, French oak and balsamic aromas lead the nose 
on this 100% Merlot. The ripe concentrated palate 
offers dried blackberry, raw cranberry, espresso, 
vanilla and a confectionery note alongside firm, 
grainy tannins that leave an astringent mouth-dry-
ing finish. Give the tannins another year or two to 
soften, then drink up to enjoy the remaining fresh-
ness and fruit. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $84 

88 Pagani de Marchi 2012 Olmata (Toscana). A 
blend of 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% 

Merlot and 20% Sangiovese, this offers aromas of 
fragrant blue flower and sunbaked soil. The palate 
delivers ripe plum, French oak and tobacco along-
side clenching tannins. Livorno Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

88 Pietro Beconcini 2014 Maurleo (Toscana). 
Made with 50% Sangiovese and 50% Mal-

vasia Nera, this offers aromas suggesting black plum, 
underbrush and cooking spice. The palate reveals 
black cherry, ground pepper and anise alongside 
firm, polished tannins. Savorian Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 
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88 Poggio Mandorlo 2009 Red (Toscana). Made 
from Merlot and Cabernet Franc, this has 

subtle aromas of black-skinned fruit, graphite and 
cedar. The dense rather evolved palate offers dried 
plum, coffee and vanilla alongside bracing tannins. 
Give the tannins another year or two to soften, then 
drink and enjoy the remaining freshness. Matchvino. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Poggio Mandorlo 2009 Le Ombre (Toscana). 
Made with Merlot, Cabernet Franc and 

Sangiovese, this offers subtle aromas of dried black 
cherry, mocha and cedar. The firm mature palate 
offers black currant, espresso and tobacco alongside 
smooth tannins. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Poggioventoso 2012 Fuochi (Toscana). 
Made with 85% Merlot, 10% Petit Verdot 

and the remaining 5% divided between Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Sangiovese, this opens with delicate 
aromas of cedar, exotic spice and pine resin. The 
palate delivers licorice and blueberry jam alongside 
bracing tannins. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

88 Rocca delle Macìe 2013 Sasyr (Toscana). 
This soft, easygoing blend of 60% Sangio-

vese and 40% Syrah doles out juicy blackberry, 
white pepper and clove. The aromas carry on to the 
fruity palate alongside supple tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Sangervasio 2011 I Renai (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Merlot, the shy nose eventu-

ally reveals whiffs of violet and clove. The medium-
bodied palate offers prune, vanilla and French oak 
alongside chewy tannins and rather modest acidity. 
Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

88 Sangervasio 2010 A Sirio (Toscana). Made 
with 95% Sangiovese and 5% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, the nose reveals aromas of black cherry 
and leather. The concentrated palate displays red 
plum and a touch of anise alongside somewhat 
evolved but still mouth-puckering tannins. Artisanal 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

88 Sangervasio 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, this mature wine opens with subtle aromas 
of black currant and ginger. The palate has reached 
its ideal drinking window, doling out black cherry, 
cedar and vanilla alongside smooth tannins. Drink 
soon to capture the remaining freshness. Artisanal 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

88 Sator 2015 Sileno (Toscana). Made entirely 
with Ciliegiolo, this opens with aromas of 

red berry, violet and allspice, while the approachable 

palate doles out morello cherry, raspberry and bak-
ing spice. Supple tannins and fresh acidity provide 
balance. Drink soon to enjoy the juicy fruit flavors. 
Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Scaranto 2013 Red (Toscana). Made with 
80% Sangiovese, 10% Merlot and 10% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with subtle aromas 
of red berry and leather. The smooth palate doles 
out mature black cherry and clove alongside chewy 
tannins. Holiday Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Tenuta degli Dei 2013 Cavalli (Toscana). 
Made with 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% 

Petit Verdot and 15% Cabernet Franc, this opens 
with aromas of bell pepper, violet and a whiff of 
graphite. The concentrated palate gives raspberry 
and black olive alongside teeth-coating tannins. HP 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

88 Tenuta Poggio Rosso 2013 Velthune (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, this has a subdued nose, eventually revealing 
aromas of black-skinned fruit and baking spice. The 
robust palate offers French oak, vanilla and a hint 
of cedar alongside rounded tannins. Vine to Glass. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

88 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2014 Yantra (Toscana). 
Aromas of blueberry, baking spice and a 

whiff of leather lead the nose of this blend of 60% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 40% Merlot. The firm pal-
ate offers black plum, raspberry and black pepper 
alongside smooth tannins. It finishes on a note of 
mouth-puckering sour cherry. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Terre di Talamo 2012 PerCecco (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Petit Verdot, this opens 

with aromas of ripe black-skinned fruit and cook-
ing spices. The straightforward palate shows black 
currant, vanilla and nutmeg alongside firm tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Tolaini 2011 Valdisanti (Toscana). Made 
with 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% San-

giovese and 5% Cabernet Franc, this opens with 
aromas of black currant and a whiff of brown spice. 
The palate doles out blackberry jam, clove and a 
toasted note alongside gripping tannins that leave a 
firm finish. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

88 Ziobaffa 2015 Red (Toscana). Made with 
80% Sangiovese and 20% Syrah, this has 

aromas of red berry and green tea leaf. The scents 
carry over to the fresh palate, along with black cur-
rant, cinnamon and white pepper. Supple tannins 

support the juicy flavors. Mission Wine Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

87 Agrisole 2013 Malvasia Nera (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Malvasia Nera, this 

opens with aromas of black cherry, ground pepper 
and cocoa that carry over to the straightforward 
palate. Close-grained tannins grip the finish. RWK 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 Agrisole 2013 Sangiovese (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Sangiovese, this opens with 

delicate aromas of black cherry and clove that con-
tinue to the no-frills palate together with a hint of 
white pepper. Firm tannins provide support. RWK 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

87 Altesino 2014 Rosso (Toscana). Delicate aro-
mas of red cherry and forest floor lead the 

way on this straightforward red. With a blend of 
80% Sangiovese, 20% Merlot and Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, the easygoing palate offers red raspberry and 
clove alongside bright acidity. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Argiano 2014 Non Confonditur (Toscana). 
Made with Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 

Syrah and Sangiovese, this opens with aromas of 
black currant, toast and graphite. The straightfor-
ward palate delivers wild cherry, espresso and anise 
alongside chewy, rather astringent tannins. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Brancaia 2014 Tre (Toscana). With Merlot 
and Cabernet Sauvignon added to 80% San-

giovese, this wine has a restrained nose that eventu-
ally reveals black-skinned fruit and charred earth. 
The straightforward palate offers berry, clove and a 
confectionery note alongside smooth tannins. Enjoy 
soon. E & J Gallo. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Brancaia 2013 Tre (Toscana). A blend of 
80% Sangiovese with the remaining made 

up of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, this opens 
with aromas of black-skinned fruit and espresso. 
The straightforward palate offers black plum and 
clove alongside smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. E & J 
Gallo. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Caiarossa 2012 Pergolaia (Toscana). Made 
with 90% Sangiovese, 4% Petit Verdot, 

3% Merlot and 3% Cabernet Sauvignon, this has 
restrained aromas recalling mature black-skinned 
fruit and leather. The approachable palate delivers 
ripe plum and cedar alongside smooth tannins. Lyra 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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87 Casa Catelli 2015 Sangiovese (Toscana). This 
easygoing Sangiovese opens with fruity aro-

mas of red and black berries. The straightforward, 
enjoyable palate delivers black cherries and baking 
spices alongside smooth tannins and fresh acidity. 
Executive Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Colle S. Mustiola di Fabio Cenni 2008 Poggio ai 
Chiari (Toscana). Made entirely with Sangio-

vese, this has a shy nose that eventually reveals red 
berry and vanilla. The evolved palate offers French 
oak, toast and cinnamon alongside teeth-coating 
tannins. Drink soon. Pietro De Marco Importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

87 Conti di Sn Bonifacio 2012 Sustinet Syrah 
(Toscana). Made entirely with Syrah, this 

has subdued aromas of blackberry and a suggestion 
of sandalwood. The dense palate offers dried black 
cherry, black pepper and oak alongside round tan-
nins. Drink sooner rather than later to capture the 
remaining fruit. Vintage Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 Fattoria Montellori 2013 Moro (Toscana). 
Made with 70% Sangiovese, 20% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 10% Merlot, this has aromas of red 
plum and a whiff of cinnamon. The rather lean pal-
ate offers strawberry and vanilla along with a smoky 
finish. Enjoy soon. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Fattoria Montellori 2011 Dicatum Sangiovese 
(Toscana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, 

the nose reveals red berry and French oak aromas, 
while the palate offers unripe strawberry, clove and 
cedar. Rather astringent tannins leave a mouth-
puckering finish. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

87 Fattoria Montellori 2011 Salamartano (Tos-
cana). Made with 55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

25% Cabernet Franc, 15% Merlot and 5% Petit 
Verdot, this opens with aromas of black currant and 
baking spice. The evolved palate provides mature 
plum, oak and toast alongside gripping, rather dry-
ing tannins. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

87 Guicciardini Strozzi 2011 Sòdole (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Sangiovese, this opens 

with aromas of scorched soil, used leather and 
game. The aromas follow over to the funky pal-
ate along with mature plum and black pepper. It’s 
already accessible, with evolved tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

87 Il Borro 2013 Pian di Nova (Toscana). A 
blend of 75% Syrah and 25% Sangiovese, 

this easygoing red has aromas of toast, espresso, 
chopped mint and a whiff of brown baking spice. 
The straightforward palate shows black currant, 

licorice and clove alongside fine-grained tannins. 
USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Il Borro 2013 Polissena Sangiovese (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, this 

easy-drinking wine opens with subdued aromas 
of toast, espresso, aromatic herb and a whiff blue 
flower. The round straightforward palate offers 
dried wild cherry, walnut and star anise alongside 
supple tannins. Drink through 2018. USA Wine 
West. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Madonna Alta 2014 Nativo (Toscana). Made 
with 65% Sangiovese, 20% Merlot and 

15% Cabernet Sauvignon, this has subtle aromas of 
black-skinned fruit and thyme. The easygoing pal-
ate delivers black cherry and cinnamon alongside 
smooth tannins. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Madonna Nera 2013 Red (Toscana). Made 
with 60% Sangiovese, 30% Merlot and 

10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with delicate 
aromas of black-skinned fruit and a whiff of baking 
spice. The no-frills palate shows mature red plum, 
toast and a hint of bell pepper alongside rather 
astringent tannins. Montcalm Wine Importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

87 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2014 Castiglioni 
(Toscana). A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Sangiovese, this pleas-
ant red has aromas of dark-skinned fruit, toast and 
a whiff of espresso. The light-bodied, straightfor-
ward palate offers cherry, red currant and a hint of 
light spice alongside zesty acidity and polished tan-
nins. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

87 Mazzei 2014 Poggio Badiola (Toscana). Made 
with 70% Sangiovese and 30% Merlot, 

this easy-drinking wine has aromas of violets and 
vanilla. The straightforward palate delivers sour 
cherries and aromatic herbs alongside zesty acidity 
and lithe tannins. Enjoy soon. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Ornellaia 2014 Le Volte (Toscana). An easy-
drinking blend of Merlot, Sangiovese and 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with aromas of red 
berry, toast, herb and roasted coffee bean. The soft 
palate offers black cherry, mocha and a hint of coffee 
alongside bright acidity and silky tannins. Drink now. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Pagani de Marchi 2012 Casa Nocera (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Merlot, this opens 

with aromas of black cherry and caramel that fol-
low through to the dense palate along with a hint of 

cedar. Clenching tannins leave a mouth-puckering 
finish. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

87 Perazzeta 2014 Sara (Toscana). Made with 
90% Sangiovese and 10% Ciliegiolo, this 

opens with blackberry and Mediterranean brush 
aromas. The easygoing palate delivers red cherry and 
clove alongside chewy tannins. Enjoy soon. August 
Wine Group. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Pietro Beconcini 2015 Fresco di Nero Tempra-
nillo (Toscana). Light bodied and refreshing, 

this simple enjoyable red delivers sour cherry, red 
currant, chopped Mediterranean herb and a hint of 
white pepper. It finishes clean and crisp. It’s made to 
be drunk young, so enjoy now. Savorian Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

87 Pieve de’ Pitti 2011 Moro di Pava (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Sangiovese, this opens 

with black plum and clove aromas that carry over to 
the palate together with notes of toast and smoke. 
Gripping tannins leave a mouth-drying finish. 
Southport Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

87 Podere Ciona 2014 Semifonte (Toscana). 
Made with 90% Merlot and 10% Alicante, 

this easygoing red opens with delicate aromas sug-
gesting red currant and baking spice. The straight-
forward palate delivers red plum and clove alongside 
soft tannins. Enjoy soon. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Podere Ciona 2010 Le Diacce (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Merlot, this opens with 

delicate aromas of black-skinned fruit and a whiff of 
baking spice. The mature palate reveals prune and 
vanilla alongside rather evolved tannins. Enjoy soon. 
August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Podere Il Castellaccio 2015 Dinostro (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, the 

shy nose eventually reveals red berry and a hint of 
thyme. The straightforward easygoing palate deliv-
ers red cherry and clove alongside smooth tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Podere Il Castellaccio 2014 Valente (Tos-
cana). Made with Sangiovese, Ciliegiolo, 

Foglia Tonda and Pugnitello, this offers delicate 
aromas of black cherry and cinnamon. The aromas 
cross over to the easygoing palate together with a 
hint of thyme and smooth, pliant tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Podere San Cristoforo 2015 Ameri Sangiovese 
(Toscana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, 

this hearty red opens with aromas of ripe berry 
and toasted oak. The dense solid palate delivers 
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black cherry, French oak and white pepper along-
side chewy tannins but the heat of evident alcohol 
dominates the finish. Planet Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $27 

87 Poggio al Chiuso 2013 Le Cappelle (Toscana). 
Made with 80% Sangiovese and 20% Mer-

lot, this opens with subdued aromas suggesting 
red plum and baking spice. The aromas carry on to 
the straightforward palate, together with a hint of 
hazelnut. It’s easy drinking, with fresh acidity and 
round tannins. Village Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Poggio al Lupo 2014 Red (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Cabernet Sauvignon, this 

opens with aromas of black currant, toast and 
cedar. The palate offers tart wild cherry, black pep-
per and oak-driven spice while assertive, somewhat 
astringent tannins leave a mouth-puckering finish. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

87 Poggio al Tufo 2015 Rompicollo (Toscana). A 
blend of 60% Sangiovese and 40% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this has aromas of sunbaked earth, dried 
herb, dark berry and a whiff of underbrush. The soft 
straightforward palate offers juicy black cherry and 
a hint of spice framed in easygoing tannins. Drink 
soon. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Poggio al Tufo 2012 Alicante (Toscana). 
Made entirely with Alicante, this opens with 

delicate aromas of black-skinned fruit and a whiff of 
leather. The straightforward palate offers ripe black 
plum and cooking spice alongside smooth tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

87 Poggio Nicchiaia 2015 Tigliano (Toscana). 
Made with 40% Sangiovese, 40% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 20% Syrah, this has a subdued nose 
that eventually reveals black-skinned fruit and bak-
ing spice aromas. The simple but enjoyable palate 
delivers black cherry and clove with round tannins. 
Enjoy soon. 7 Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Poggio Nicchiaia 2013 Mania (Toscana). 
Made with 70% Sangiovese, 15% Merlot 

and 15% Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with deli-
cate aromas of red berry and baking spice. The easy-
drinking palate delivers mature plum, espresso and 
vanilla. Enjoy soon. 7 Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Poggio Verrano 2010 3 (Toscana). Made with 
equal parts of Cabernet Sauvignon, Mer-

lot and Alicante, this has earthy aromas of black-
skinned fruit and game. The dense palate delivers 
prune, toast and tobacco alongside gripping, rather 
drying tannins. Aveniù Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Ruffino 2013 Modus (Toscana). Made in equal 
parts Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Franc, 

this opens with aromas of black plum and espresso. 
The palate delivers dried wild cherry, mocha and 
vanilla with fine-grained, somewhat drying tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Constellation Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Tenuta Cappellina 2013 Dianne (Toscana). 
A blend of 38% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% 

Syrah, 17% Sangiovese and 10% Merlot, this has 
aromas of French oak and black-skinned fruit. 
The dense palate delivers plum, toast and a hint of 
chocolate alongside rather abrasive tannins. Vision 
Wine Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

87 Tenuta degli Dei 2014 Le Redini (Toscana). 
Made with 90% Merlot and 10% Alicante, 

this has delicate aromas of baking spice and black 
currant. The straightforward palate offers raspberry 
and clove set against loose knit tannins. Enjoy soon. 
HP Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Tenuta di Ceppaiano 2015 Alle Viole (Tos-
cana). Made with 85% Sangiovese, 10% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Merlot, this shows 
subdued aromas of dark berry and cooking spice. 
The straightforward palate doles out crushed plum 
and clove alongside assertive tannins. Mission 
Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

87 Tenuta Forconi 2013 Toscano (Toscana). A 
blend of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% 

Merlot and 20% Sangiovese, this offers aromas of 
black currant, caramel and mocha. The dense palate 
delivers toast, leather and cedar alongside teeth-
coating tannins that grip the finish. Lucky Style. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

87 Tenuta Poggio Rosso 2015 Fufluna (Toscana). 
Made with 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% 

Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc and 15% Syrah, this 
has subtle aromas of red berry and bell pepper that 
carry on to the dense palate, along with a note of 
mature plum. Soft tannins provide the round, easy-
going framework. Enjoy soon. Vine to Glass. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Tenuta San Guido 2014 Le Difese (Toscana). 
Made with 70% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

30% Sangiovese, this supple, easy-drinking red 
offers pretty scents of fragrant purple flower and red 
berry. The round easygoing palate offers wild cherry 
and a hint of a red currant alongside bright acidity 
and soft tannins. Drink now. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

87 Tenuta San Vito 2011 Madiere (Toscana). A 
blend of 60% Sangiovese, 30% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 10% Merlot, this opens with delicate 
aromas of black cherry jam and baking spice. The 

round, accessible palate offers prune and a hint of 
vanilla alongside rather evolved tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Tenuta Sette Ponti 2014 Crognolo (Toscana). 
This blend of Sangiovese and 10% Merlot 

opens with delicate aromas of violet, berry and bak-
ing spices. The palate delivers black cherry, toast 
and clove alongside close-grained tannins that grip 
the finish. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 Volpaia 2014 Citto (Toscana). Made with 
equal parts Sangiovese and organically 

grown Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with fruity 
aromas of red cherry and raspberry. The aromas 
carry over to the easygoing palate alongside tangy 
acidity and smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

87 Zonin 2014 OSO (Toscana). A blend of San-
giovese, Merlot and Syrah, this has fruity aro-

mas of dark-skinned berry along with a whiff of all 
spice. The fresh easygoing palate shows blackberry, 
black cherry and a hint of ground pepper accompa-
nied by soft tannins. Enjoy soon. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Agrisole 2013 Colorino (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Colorino, the restrained nose 

eventually reveals red berry and scorched earth. The 
simple palate delivers blackberry and white pepper 
alongside somewhat fleeting tannins. Enjoy soon. 
RWK Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

86 Caparzo 2014 Sangiovese (Toscana). Made 
with 85% Sangiovese, 5% Merlot, 5% Petit 

Verdot and 5% Alicante, this easygoing wine opens 
with aromas of blackberry and a hint of graphite. 
The simple fruity palate delivers red plum and a 
hint of cedar alongside smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Carpineto 2015 Dogajolo Red (Toscana). A 
blend of 80% Sangiovese and 20% Caber-

net Sauvignon, this informal red has subdued aro-
mas suggesting of dark-berry, violet and a hint of 
kitchen spice. The light-bodied simple palate shows 
black cherry, dried plum and a hint of toast alongside 
soft, rather fleeting tannins. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Castello di Poppiano 2014 Toscoforte (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, this 

has a restrained nose that eventually reveals aromas 
of black-skinned fruit and leather. The straightfor-
ward approachable palate offers roasted coffee bean 
and dried cherry alongside round tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Michael R. Downey Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 
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86 Fattoria di Ruppiano 2014 Selachus (Tos-
cana). Made with 80% Sangiovese and 

20% Cabernet Sauvignon, the shy nose eventually 
reveals notes of plum and baking spice. The lean 
straightforward palate doles out fresh cherry and 
clove alongside drying tannins. Drink soon to cap-
ture the remaining fruit. Alma Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Fattoria La Vialla 2015 Sangiovese (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Sangiovese, this 

brisk wine has subtle aromas of violet and clove. The 
vigorous palate doles out strawberry, cinnamon and 
a hint of orange peel alongside raspy, rather fleeting 
tannins. Drink soon. T. Elenteny Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Il Bastardo 2015 Sangiovese (Toscana). 
Made from Sangiovese, this opens with 

delicate aromas of red berry and baking spice. The 
fresh simple palate presents red plum and clove 
alongside easygoing tannins. Enjoy soon. HB Wine 
Merchants. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 L’Oca Ciuca 2015 The Drunken Goose (Tos-
cana). Made with 40% Sangiovese, 30% 

Merlot and 30% Syrah, this informal red has sub-
dued aromas of strawberry and orange peel. The 
easygoing palate offers red plum and a hint of brown 
spice alongside soft tannins. Enjoy soon. Saranty 
Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

86 Luiano 2015 Rossoassai (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Sangiovese, this opens with 

delicate aromas of violet and baking spice. The 
simple easy-drinking palate offers wild cherry and 
chopped herb alongside round tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Opici Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Maestro Sanguineti 2014 Nesun Dorma (Tos-
cana). Made with 50% Sangiovese, 30% 

Merlot and 20% Syrah, this has subdued aromas 
of black-skinned fruit and dark baking spice. The 
simple palate shows black cherry and a hint of cedar 
alongside round tannins. Enjoy soon. August Wine 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Perazzeta 2015 Mercurio (Toscana). A blend 
of 50% Sangiovese, 30% Cabernet Franc 

and 20% Alicante, this easy-drinking wine opens 
with delicate aromas of raspberry and violet. The 
simple palate delivers cassis and a hint of cinnamon 
alongside soft tannins. Enjoy soon. August Wine 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Podere Ciona 2014 Montegrossoli (Toscana). 
Made with 88% Sangiovese, 10% Merlot 

and 2% Alicante, this opens with whiffs of violet 
and tilled earth. The simple palate offers red cherry 

and clove alongside soft tannins. Enjoy soon. August 
Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Poggio al Tufo 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Toscana). The nose is a bit shy but eventu-

ally offers a whiff of black currant while the round, 
soft palate offers dried black cherry, blackberry and 
a hint of Mediterranean herb. It’s simple but well 
made. Drink soon. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Poggiotondo 2015 Sangiovese-Canaiolo 
(Toscana). Made with 70% Sangiovese 

and 30% Canaiolo, this has a rather shy nose that 
eventually reveals aromas of red berry and a hint of 
thyme. The simple palate offers raspberry and dark 
spice alongside dusty tannins. Old Bridge Cellars. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Tenuta Cappellina 2013 Casa del Capo (Tos-
cana). Made with 40% Merlot, 40% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and 20% Sangiovese, this easy-
going red has aromas of plum and tilled soil. The 
simple palate offers black cherry and a hint of cedar 
alongside round tannins. Enjoy soon. Vision Wine 
Brands. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Tenuta Poggio Rosso 2014 Tages (Toscana). 
Made with equal parts of Sangiovese and 

Merlot, this has a shy nose that eventually reveals 
whiffs of violet and vanilla. The palate isn’t very 
expressive but displays suggestions of dried plum 
and a faint hint of baking spice alongside fine-
grained but rather drying tannins. Drink soon. Vine 
to Glass. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

86 Tolaini 2012 Al Passo (Toscana). Made with 
85% Sangiovese and 15% Merlot, this has 

a shy nose, eventually revealing whiffs of black-
skinned fruit and scorched earth. The subdued 
rather evolved palate suggests dried black cherry 
and a hint of baking spice alongside mellow tannins. 
Drink soon to capture the remaining freshness. Ban-
ville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

86 Valentini 2013 Atunis (Toscana). Made 
entirely with Merlot, this has a shy nose 

that tries to hide suggestions of plum and bell pep-
per. The straightforward palate provides plum with 
hints of vanilla and clove alongside grainy tannins. 
D&D Italian Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Valentini 2013 Crebesco (Toscana). Made 
with 40% Sangiovese, 40% Merlot and 

20% Syrah, the nose has subdued aromas of red 
berry and cinnamon. The simple palate offers 
morello cherry and toast alongside evolved tannins. 
Enjoy soon. D&D Italian Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Vignamaggio 2013 Merlot (Toscana). Made 
with 100% Merlot, this has subdued aro-

mas suggesting ripe red berry and dark spice. The 
one-dimensional palate isn’t very expressive, offer-
ing hints of dried plum and clove alongside rather 
evolved tannins. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

85 Fattoria Il Muro 2014 la Murata (Toscana). 
The nose reveals subdued aromas of red 

plum and bay leaf. With a blend of 70% Merlot, 
20% Sangiovese and 10% Syrah, the simple zesty 
palate offers orange peel and hints of cedar and clove 
alongside evolved, fleeting tannins. Drink soon. Vino 
et Spiritus. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

85 Luiano 2014 Lui (Toscana). Made with 34% 
Merlot, 33% Cabernet Sauvignon and 33% 

Colorino, this has a restrained nose, eventually 
revealing aromas of black-skinned fruit and baking 
spice. The one-dimensional straightforward palate 
offers suggestions of plum, oak and a hint of coffee 
alongside fleeting tannins. Enjoy soon. Opici Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

85 Poggio al Chiuso 2014 Voltaccia 49 (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Merlot, this isn’t 

very expressive, offering aromas and flavors that 
suggest black-skinned fruit along with whiffs of 
tangerine and baking spice. It’s extremely simple, 
with loose-knit tannins. Drink soon. Village Wine 
Import. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

85 Querceto 2014 Red (Toscana). Made with 
60% Merlot, 30% Sangiovese and 10% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with subdued aro-
mas suggesting black-skinned fruit and cooking 
spice. The lean, simple palate offers suggestions of 
plum and a hint of clove alongside easygoing tannins. 
Drink soon. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

85 Vignaioli del Morellino di Scansano 2015 
Golden Boar (Toscana). Made with 85% 

Sangiovese, 5% Ciliegiolo, 5% Merlot and 5% Ali-
cante, this informal red has aromas suggesting prune 
and scorched earth. The aromas carry over to the 
simple palate along with a resin note. Drink soon. 
D&D Italian Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

OTHER RED WINES

98 Tenuta San Guido 2013 Bolgheri Sassicaia. 
Red berry, cedar and light spice aromas 

lead the way on this dazzling red. The vibrant pal-
ate is loaded with finesse, delivering bright red cur-
rant, red raspberry, white pepper and chopped herb 
alongside bright acidity and firm, polished tannins. 
Impeccably balanced, it’s loaded with elegance, 
energy and intensity but it’s still young, so give it 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  93

time to fully develop. Drink 2020–2038. Kobrand. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $235 

93 Biondi Santi 2012 Rosso di Montalcino. 
Lovely scents of violet, iris and fragrant 

woodland berry lead the way along with a whiff of 
pressed powder. The fresh silky palate doles out ripe 
wild cherry, lip-smacking strawberry, white pepper 
and a hint of pipe tobacco. Firm tannins give it an 
almost Brunello-like structure. Drink through 2022. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Fontodi 2013 Flaccianello della Pieve (Colli 
della Toscana Centrale). Made entirely with 

organically farmed Sangiovese, this opens with aro-
mas mature black-skinned fruit, French oak, exotic 
spice and a whiff of blue flower. The vibrant palate 
is both elegant and structured, delivering juicy black 
cherry, pomegranate, mocha, licorice and a potpourri 
of cooking spice. It’s well balanced, with bright acid-
ity and fine-grained tannins. It already dazzles, but 
hold for even more complexity. Drink 2018–2028. 
Vinifera Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

91 Fattoria Le Pupille 2013 Saffredi (Maremma 
Toscana). A blend of 60% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 30% Merlot and 10% Petit Verdot, this 
opens with aromas of red currant, clove and toast. 
The structured, elegant palate doles out plum, sage 
and tobacco alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
2017–2022. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

91 Fontodi 2013 Case Via Colli Pinot Nero (Colli 
della Toscana Centrale). This fragrant red 

opens with aromas of violet, rose, woodland berry, 
tilled earth and a whiff of new leather. The polished, 
fruity palate delivers juicy morello cherry, red rasp-
berry, white pepper, and mineral alongside refined 
tannins and bright acidity. A licorice note wraps 
around the lingering finish. It’s already tempting but 
will be even better in a few years. Drink 2018–2023. 
Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Poggio Scalette 2013 Il Carbonaione (Alta 
Valle della Greve). New leather, blue flower, 

espresso, chopped herb and mature plum aromas 
lead the way. The dense palate offers black cherry, 
blackberry, sage, clove and star anise set against 
firm fine-grained tannins that leave an assertive 
finish. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

89 Corte dei Venti 2014 Rosso di Montalcino. 
Young and fresh, this opens with delicate 

scents of red berry, pressed violet and tilled soil. On 
the bright enjoyable palate, notes of white pepper 
and dark spice add interest to a core of wild cherry. 

It’s easy drinking, thanks to zesty acidity and silky 
tannins. CV Tuscany Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

87 Serpaia di Endrizzi 2014 Serpaiolo (Maremma 
Toscana). Made with 50% Merlot, 30% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Sangiovese, this 
opens with aromas of bell pepper and clove. The 
aromas carry over to the straightforward palate 
together with red berry and a hint of leather. Enjoy 
soon. Heritage Wine Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

ROSÉS

89 Frescobaldi 2015 Alie Rosé (Toscana). Here’s 
a fun rosé that opens with aromas of spring 

flower, wild red berry and a whiff of crushed stone. 
Made with Syrah and Vermentino, the bright palate 
doles out juicy red cherry, yellow peach and a hint of 
white pepper. It finishes fresh and clean. Folio Fine 
Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Sator 2015 Rosato (Toscana). Made entirely 
with the native grape Ciliegiolo, this charm-

ing rosato opens with aromas of red berry, sunbaked 
earth and toasted bread crust. The bright palate 
offers juicy red cherry, raspberry and a hint of bak-
ing spice alongside refreshing acidity. A mineral 
note lifts the finish. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Fattoria Sardi 2015 Rosato (Toscana). Made 
primarily from Sangiovese, with some Mal-

vasia and other white grapes, this offers aromas of 
red berry and a yeasty whiff of bread dough. The 
bright, enjoyable palate offers ripe cherry and hint 
of pastry cream while a note of honeydew melon 
marks the close. SM USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Fattoria Sardi 2014 Le Cicale Rosé (Toscana). 
Made with 60% Sangiovese and 40% Ver-

mentino, this offers delicate aromas of red berry, 
white peach and a hint of Mediterranean scrub that 
carry on to the palate. It closes on a refreshing citrus 
note. SM USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

86 Poggioventoso 2015 Rosato (Toscana). 
Made with Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, 

this opens with aromas of purple flower and red 
berry while the simple palate doles out dried cherry, 
cranberry and a confectionery note. A bitter almond 
note marks the close. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

85 Terre di Talamo 2015 Rosato (Toscana). 
Made with Cabernet and Sangiovese, this 

pale simple rosato offers subdued aromas of dried 
red berry, scorched earth and an unusual hint of 
paraffin that eventually burns off. The aromas carry 
over to the ripe, informal palate along with a touch 

of toasted nut. Drink now. Michelangelo Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

WHITE WINES

90 Fattoria La Vialla 2015 Barricato Bianco 
(Tos cana). For full review see page 17. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Frescobaldi 2015 Gorgona (Costa Toscana). 
Made in collaboration between Frescobaldi 

and prisoners of the Gorgona penal colony, this 
offers delicate aromas of ripe orchard fruit, white 
flower and a whiff of Mediterranean scrub. The 
round palate offers dried apricot and citrus before a 
savory finish. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $146 

89 Montauto 2015 Enos I Vigne Vecchie Sauvi-
gnon (Toscana). Classic varietal aromas of 

tomato vine, gooseberry and passion fruit lead the 
nose on this medium-bodied white. The ripe round 
palate gives honeydew melon, grapefruit and white 
peach while a light mineral touch lifts the finish. 
Kindred Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Ambrogio e Giovanni Folonari 2014 Cabreo 
La Pietra Chardonnay (Toscana). Made 

entirely with Chardonnay, this opens with aromas 
of toast and whiffs of banana and mango. The aro-
mas carry on to the palate along with a creamy hint 
of butter. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $37 

88 Bruni 2015 Vermentino (Toscana). Aromas 
of mature pear, toast and citrus lead the 

nose. The round ripe palate offers yellow apple, 
dried apricot, a confectionery note and a hint of oak. 
A coffee note closes the finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

88 Le Macchiole 2014 Paleo Bianco (Toscana). 
A blend of Sauvignon and Chardonnay, 

this has subdued aromas of toast and orchard fruit. 
The linear palate is on the lean side, offering yellow 
apple skin, oak and a hint of citrus. It closes on a 
bitter-almond note. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

88 Nittardi 2015 BEN Vermentino (Toscana). 
Aromas of citrus and yellow stone fruit lead 

the way along with a whiff of pineapple. The rather 
lean linear palate offers tangerine, grapefruit and 
a hint of almond. It closes on a savory saline note. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

88 Poggio al Tesoro 2015 Solosole Vermentino 
(Toscana). This opens with aromas of white 

and yellow wild flower and yellow stone fruit. The 
bright palate doles out juicy yellow peach, nectarine 
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and a hint of Mediterranean herb alongside fresh 
acidity. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Roscioni & Cecconello 2015 Osa (Toscana). 
Made with 85% Vermentino, 10% Viognier 

and 5% Sauvignon, this has aromas of Mediterra-
nean scrub and yellow peach that carry on to the 
round fresh palate. It closes with white almond. 
Premium Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Carpineto 2015 Farnito Chardonnay (Tos-
cana). Aromas of oak, toast and a whiff of 

mature yellow apple skin lead the nose. The aromas 
carry over to the subdued palate along with a note 
of candied nectarine zest. A note of bitter walnut 
marks the close. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Castello d’Albola 2015 Poggio alle Fate Char-
donnay (Toscana). Made entirely with Char-

donnay, this opens with delicate aromas of mature 
orchard fruit and a whiff of yellow wild flower. The 
soft rounded palate offers ripe pear, yellow apple 
and a hint of juicy citrus. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Fattoria Fibbiano 2015 Fonte delle Donne 
(Toscana). A blend of white grapes Vermen-

tino and Colombana, this opens with aromas yellow 
flower, stone fruit, and a whiff of citrus. The fresh 
palate offers yellow peach and tangerine that lead to 
a clean finish. Venezia Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Frescobaldi 2015 Ammiraglia Massovivo Ver-
mentino (Toscana). Aromas of yellow stone 

fruit, white spring flower and a whiff of citrus lift 
out of the glass. The soft round palate offers ripe 
apricot, yellow peach and a hint of candied nectarine 
zest. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Marchesi Antinori 2015 Villa Antinori (Tos-
cana). Made predominantly with Trebbiano 

and Malvasia, along with Pinot Bianco, Pinot Gri-
gio and Riesling Renano, this has inviting aromas 
of ripe orchard fruit and citrus. The round fruity 
palate doles out ripe apricot, orange zest and juicy 
pineapple. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

87 Pieve de’ Pitti 2013 Tribiana Trebbiano (Tos-
cana). Made entirely with Trebbiano and 

vinified in oak, this opens with aromas of mature 
orchard fruit, citrus, chopped herb and a whiff of 
toast. The linear, rather lean palate offers toasted 
almond, coffee, oak and green pear. Southport 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Poggioventoso 2015 Poetico (Toscana). 
Made with Vermentino, Malvasia di Candia 

Aromatica and Petit Manseng, this easy-drinking 

white has aromas of fragrant white wild flower, 
citrus and white stone fruit. The ripe round pal-
ate offers apricot, lime and a hint of saline. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Sator 2015 Vermentino (Toscana). Aromas of 
yellow wild flower, tropical fruit and a whiff 

of Mediterranean herb lift out of the glass. The full 
round palate offers yellow peach, juicy apricot and a 
candied-citrus note. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Tenuta Poggio Rosso 2015 Feronia Viognier 
(Toscana). Made entirely with Viognier, this 

has delicate aromas of white grapefruit and orchard 
fruit, while the straightforward palate delivers apri-
cot and citrus. Enjoy soon. Vine to Glass. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

87 Vignaioli del Morellino di Scansano 2015 Vigna 
Fiorini Vendemmia Tardiva (Toscana). Made 

with late-ripened grapes (85% Vermentino and 
15% Viognier), this has aromas suggesting beeswax, 
pressed yellow flower and a whiff of honey. The aro-
mas carry over to the round palate along with sugges-
tions of apricot and nectarine. Summit Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

86 Campo alla Sughera 2015 Achenio (Bolgheri). 
Oak, honey, toasted nut and lime aromas 

carry over to the firm palate along with mature yel-
low-apple skin. Lacking fruit richness, you’ll detect 
evident alcohol while a note of bitter walnut closes 
the finish. Curious Cork Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

86 Pagani de Marchi 2015 Blumea (Toscana). 
Made with organically grown 90% Ver-

mentino and 10% Sauvignon grapes, this has subtle 
aromas of spring wild flower and ripe orchard fruit. 
The bright simple palate offers suggestions of yel-
low peach, pear and a citrusy note. Livorno Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

86 Poggio al Tufo 2015 Vermentino (Toscana). 
Here’s a fun informal white that has deli-

cate aromas of yellow stone fruit and a whiff of wild 
flower. The simple but well-made palate offers yel-
low peach and a citrusy note. Enjoy as an apéritif or 
pair it with light first courses. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Poggio Nicchiaia 2015 Fiore del Borgo Ver-
mentino (Toscana). Made with Vermentino, 

this has typical varietal aromas of white spring 
flower, yellow stone fruit and citrus. Soft and round, 
the easygoing palate offers yellow peach and a note 
of candied tangerine. 7 Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Poggiotondo 2015 Vermentino-Ansonica 
(Toscana). A blend of organically farmed 

Vermentino (60%) and Ansonica (40%), this 
enjoyable white has aromas of pressed wild flower 
and ripe orchard fruit. The round juicy palate offers 
ripe yellow apple, apricot and a note of candied-
nectarine zest. Old Bridge Cellars. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Terre di Talamo 2015 Vento Teso Viognier 
(Toscana). The nose is rather shy while the 

round palate offers suggestions of yellow stone fruit 
and a candied citrus note. It closes on a hint of bit-
ter almond. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

AUSTRIA
GRÜNER VELTLINER

95 Franz Hirtzberger 2015 Honivogl Grüner 
Veltliner Smaragd (Wachau). A honeyed 

note clings to the ripe fruit of Bosc pear. The pal-
ate adds immense and appetizing spice to the pear 
notions, edging it with pepper and yeasty notes of 
soy and sandalwood. The palate is ripe and con-
centrated but deeply textured and made precise 
by zesty grapefruit freshness. It appears compact 
and precise and has a lasting, impressive impact, 
shining with pure fruit and aromatics. Lovely now 
but certain to improve with some bottle age. Drink 
2017–2035. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

95 Franz Hirtzberger 2015 Kirchweg Grüner Velt-
liner Smaragd (Wachau). An appetizing top 

note of candied lemon peel hovers over the glass 
before spicy hints of pear peel become apparent. 
The palate is edged with very precise zesty grape-
fruit hints that frame and corset a most generously 
white-pepper-spiced host of pear and yellow plum 
fruit. It is the structure of that zesty acidity that 
make this luminous and appetizing. This is rich but 
concentrated; delicious now but built to last. Drink 
2017–2035. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

94 Alzinger 2015 Loibenberg Grüner Veltliner 
Smaragd (Wachau). The nose is closed and 

only gives the merest hint of ripe Bosc pear. This 
fruit blossoms on the palate, which edges this rich 
and ripe core with hints of beeswax and grapefruit 
zest. These notions also appear as a textural ele-
ment on a concentrated precise body. The finish 
majors on that wonderfully spicy zestiness and is 
amazingly pure. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

94 Alzinger 2015 Steinertal Grüner Veltliner 
Smaragd (Wachau). The spicy nose already 

signals joy: Bosc pear is edged with mandarin and 
white-pepper spice. The concentrated palate flows 
with ripe juicy white-fleshed pear fruit but is given 
direction by gentle ripe citrus freshness and sheer 
bundling of flavor. There is welcome texture to the 
midpalate and beautifully penetrating zestiness. The 
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finish is long and very moreish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

94 Bründlmayer 2015 Käferberg Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). Yeasty savoriness on 

the nose conjures up salty hints of miso and soy, 
alluringly so. The palate is even more salty and 
expressive, with waves of tingling white pepper. 
The fruit that lurks through is of green Conference 
pear and more greenish savor: think nettle and 
lovage, even watercress. A lemony fillip provides a 
fresh backbone. What a joy to drink. Lovely now 
but built to last. Drink 2017–2025. Terry Theise 
Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

94 Eder 2015 Süssenberg Grüner Veltliner Sma-
ragd (Wachau). Beautifully pure notions of 

sun-ripened mirabelle plum appear on the nose, 
edged with aromatic hints of ivy and herb. The pal-
ate makes the fine ripe fruit even more distinct, 
presenting it on a concentrated body made taut by 
clearly delineated, lively citrus freshness. This is 
pristine and beautiful, lasting and impressive. The 
finish shines with the expressive purity. Slocum & 
Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

94 Eichinger 2015 Ried Gaisberg Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). A wonderfully intense 

nose speaks of yarrow and moss, mirabelle plums 
and lifted, invigorating freshness. The palate fizzes 
away with flavor and excitement. This is a very lively, 
concentrated wine that flirts with us right now but 
has its real treasure of fruit still buried in its deep 
core. This will blossom with bottle age: Right now, 
the zesty tangerine peel flavors merely hint at the 
pleasures to come. Drink 2020–2030. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

94 Eichinger 2015 Ried Lamm Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). Beautiful savoriness 

rises from the glass—pepper and yeast, but also 
something of pine and watercress. The palate swings 
with all of these flavors and embeds them on a rich 
cushion of gentle fruit: ripe yellow pear and juicy 
yellow plum. The white pepper always edges its 
way in and tempers the generosity of the fruit. This 
simply is gorgeous and very moreish. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

94 Loimer 2015 Käferberg Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). A wonderfully funky notion of 

yeast precedes the full ripe yellow plum fruit on 
the nose and segues into a salty, spicy and peppery 
palate. Concentration and flavor reverberate with 
a lemony citrus zing. A great varietal expression 
of Grüner’s dual spice and fruit nature in an ele-
gant package with lots of drive. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

94 Loimer 2015 Spiegel Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). There is something juicy on 

the nose that suggests freshly cut apple and pear. 
The palate is rich with these flavors but something 
mellow, savory and yeasty cuts in that is reminis-
cent of miso and soy, adding interest and above all 
spice. The palate veers between fruit and spice but 
is united by bright lemony freshness. The lasting 
savoriness is testament to this wine’s concentration 
and balance. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

94 Schloss Gobelsburg 2015 Ried Lamm Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). There is something of 

the summer meadow about this—the scent of yar-
row combines with sun-ripened stone fruit. The 
lightness of touch is amazing: It tiptoes on the 
tongue but sprays with peppery freshness and lemon 
poise. What a lovely, balanced and light-footed joy. 
The long finish of yeasty spicy savor shows off the 
serious core of this wine. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

94 Schloss Gobelsburg 2015 Ried Renner Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). Notions of ripe stone 

fruit are tempered by the herbal savor of arugula 
and watercress. There is something incredibly ripe 
at play, combined with something incredibly fresh. 
There also is a lightness of touch and a limpid inten-
sity. The palate displays all of these things and adds 
a salty moreish element of yeast. What a wonder-
ful, authentic expression of Grüner. Bravo! Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

94 Tegernseerhof 2015 Loibenberg Grüner Velt-
liner Smaragd (Wachau). The tanginess of 

grapefruit peel, paired with very ripe Bosc pear, is 
already apparent on the nose before becoming full-
blown on the palate. There is concentration and pre-
cision. The ripeness of this vintage is nicely corralled 
and held in check by citrus freshness and countered 
by yeasty richness and spice. The finish is gloriously 
enlivening, fresh and moreish. KWSelection.com. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

93 Allram 2015 Gaisberg Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). The very gentle but seductive 

notion of sun-ripened red-cheeked mirabelle plums 
radiates like sunshine from the glass. With a further 
sniff there also is peppery greenery: yarrow and hay. 
The palate also unites this friendly fruit with the 
savory spice of these herbs and comes in a light-
footed, compact and fresh package that just dances 
on the tongue. This is deceptively frivolous Grüner 
with a seriously delicious concentrated core. Vias 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

93 Allram 2015 Renner Grüner Veltliner (Kamp-
tal). The lifted nose promises purity, which 

the palate follows thorough on, with the gentle 
fruit of ripe pear and mirabelle plum and the softer 

freshness of ripe lemon. There is just a smattering 
of white pepper. All is held with great poise and 
freshness, and there is something utterly clean and 
pure about this. Vias Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

93 Anton Bauer 2015 Grande Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Wagram). Soft vanilla hints of oak 

creep into the mossy aromatic hints of green and 
yellow pear. There also is a generous core of ripe 
fruit, almost reminiscent of lychee. While this is 
fresh with citrus, the deep mellowness and gliding 
fluidity of the palate will win you over. The finish is 
clean and lasting. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

93 Anton Bauer 2015 Rosenberg Alte Reben 
Grüner Veltliner (Wagram). The nose wants 

to reveal next to nothing of this rich complex wine, 
but the palate hints at future glory. This is as tightly 
closed as a firm fist, but the rich fluidity of the pal-
ate is undeniable. There are glimpses of juicy yel-
low pear while dark flinty spice thunders in the 
background. Drink 2018–2025. KWSelection.com. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

93 Bernhard Ott 2015 Rosenberg Grüner Velt-
liner (Wagram). This radiates fragrance and 

spice: ferns and pepper, yeast and juicy, yellow pear, 
mirabelle plums and aloe vera. All of this is on both 
the nose and the palate and is combined in a har-
monious, balanced parcel of rounded goodness. It 
treads a fine line between opulence and freshness 
but does not stray from its perfect high wire act. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $67 

93 Bründlmayer 2015 Alte Reben Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). Funky yeast still holds 

sway on the nose. Underneath that are notions of 
ripe juicy pear and a soft hint of vanilla. The palate 
strikes a sonorous balance between smoky vanilla 
and gently peppered pears. There is concentration 
and promise. The finish is nutty and very long. This 
is still tightly closed and needs to unfurl, but will 
become a great gastronomic wine. Drink 2019–
2025. Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Bründlmayer 2015 Lamm Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). There is a distinct 

nutty smoky impression on the nose. The concen-
trated palate also comes with shades of vanilla and 
hazelnut, wrapping its fresh lemon and herbal spice 
into a warming intriguing cloak. It is the purity of 
the lemon that shines and lasts longest on the pal-
ate. This may be a bit young to drink now, so be 
patient and drink 2020–2030. Terry Theise Estate 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

93 Bründlmayer 2015 Vincents Spiegel Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). A haze of hazel-

nut and wood smoke envelopes the poised concen-
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trated lemon and green-pear fruit on the palate. 
There is incisive freshness and a concentrated core 
with a downright lip-smacking finish. It would be a 
waste to drink this now when everything about this 
bundled, energetic wine still needs to unfurl. Give 
this time. Drink 2020–2030. Terry Theise Estate 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

93 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Alte Reben Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Niederösterreich). Yeasty 

roundedness plays the leading role on the nose and 
palate. Amidst those rich leesy notes, hints of pep-
per and lemon appear and the overall impression 
is one of savory yeasty richness tempered by zesty 
freshness of lemon and grapefruit. This is full-on 
drama. Enjoy. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

93 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Bürsting Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). Rich notes of yeast 

on the nose promise a rounded wine, while on the 
palate they become even more pronounced and 
deliver a big hit of lasting umami flavors. Here and 
there white pepper pokes through with its fresh-
ness supported by leavening citrus notes. This is 
powerful stuff: Handle with care and pair with food 
that is both subtle and robust—just like the wine. 
Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

93 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Sauberg Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Niederösterreich). Fresh 

and spicy form the first impression: ripe pear and 
moss, stone fruit and yeast combine to create an 
inviting, rounded and rich sensation. The palate 
adds the requisite freshness and surprises with 
wonderful concentration. Yellow plum and juicy 
pear shimmer, always edged with savory yeast. Tons 
of character and great length are present, and yet 
demonstrate no heaviness at all. What a lovely but 
honest wine! Winemonger. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

93 Eder 2015 Raubern Grüner Veltliner 
(Wachau). While nose and palate shine with 

beautifully precise pear, there is a core of wonder-
fully pure mandarin. There are hints of zesty grape-
fruit spice but the concentrated purity of fruit 
makes this stand out. Tangy citrus means the ripe-
ness is harnessed into a linear streamlined direc-
tion that gives this drive and lively energy. This is 
moreish and impressive. Slocum & Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

93 Hiedler 2015 Ried Kittmannsberg Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). Lovely and gen-

erous notes of juicy ripe pear are most inviting on 
the nose. The concentrated punchy palate cuts in 
with welcome lemon zestiness and that wonderful 
Grüner spiciness of freshly milled white pepper. The 
lovely texture of the midpalate, combined with that 
lemony verve, is totally disarming. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Ingrid Groiss 2015 In der Schablau Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Weinviertel). Peppery 

mirabelle plums just steal the show. They dominate 
nose and palate and give you an extra spring in your 
step with their spicy zippy fillip of freshness. If you 
are in need of lively refreshment, look no further. 
This is an exemplary Grüner that expresses every-
thing that is exemplary about the 2015 vintage. 
Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

93 Ingrid Groiss 2015 Pankraz Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). There is some-

thing that makes me think about a summer forest: 
Is it the fresh moss, the fresh green foliage, the 
implied ease and freshness of light green foliage on a 
warm day? The palate stuns with white pepper and 
purity and combines fruit ripeness with ballerina-
like poise. Wonderful texture. Prepare to be moved. 
Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

93 Jäger 2015 Achleiten Grüner Veltliner Sma-
ragd (Wachau). Lovely notions of both ripe 

and green pear rise from the glass. There also is a 
more savory edge reminiscent of moss and yeast. 
This comes out even more on the fresh concen-
trated palate with a lovely salty peppery nuance 
that makes this very moreish and thrilling. The 
flavors, amply supported by zesty citrus, just last. 
Grand Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

93 Malat 2015 Gottschelle Reserve Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). The fleshy ripeness of yel-

low pear plays on the nose but the palate adds gor-
geous herbal spice to the proceedings. It is like very 
ripe pear and yellow plum were bedded on yarrow, 
thyme and white pepper. All this is held together 
by gentle rounded lemon freshness and results in a 
totally, balanced, appetizing, moreish wine with an 
clean finish. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

93 Malat 2015 Höhlgraben Reserve Alte Reben 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). Hints of soy and 

pepper color the generously ripe notions of yellow 
pear and red apple on the nose. The palate rein-
forces the spiciness with more shimmering white 
pepper and the ripeness with extra juiciness. This is 
rounded but fresh, and just so full of sunny friendly 
fruit. The appetizing and moreish finish returns to 
that initial soy-like spice. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

93 Markus Huber 2015 Berg Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Traisental). There is a mere hint 

of fresh grapefruit on the nose but the palate fol-
lows with rounded, fresh but spice-edged mira-
belle plums and more gentle citrus. There also 
are glimpses of fragrant citrus foliage with white 
pepper breaking through. This is ripe but light, 
rounded but delicate. A wonderfully zesty lemony 

finish just lasts and lasts. Broadbent Selections, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

93 Pichler-Krutzler 2015 Kellerberg Grüner Velt-
liner (Wachau). The nose is a heady mix 

of very ripe and aromatic dried pear. The palate 
adds yeasty roundness to this fulsome fruit, add-
ing an extra dimension and some pleasant mid-
palate texture with an almost salty tang. There is 
concentrated freshness, which holds this together 
and gives it direction. The finish is warm and long. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 Proidl 2015 Ehrenfels Reserve Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). The merest touch of pas-

sion fruit enriches the ripe pear fruit apparent on 
the nose with a hint of the tropics. The palate is 
wonderfully zesty and the gorgeous grapefruit fresh-
ness harnesses all the ripe fruit into a driven force of 
joy. This is concentrated, juicy and utterly moreish. 
Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

93 Proidl 2015 Pellingen Reserve Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). The nose already hints at 

the concentration of the palate, which hits like a 
bullet of spice and fruit, of pepper and pear. This is 
compact and fresh and given a wonderful and wel-
come drive by grapefruit zest. The finish is of aro-
matic pear and tingling white pepper and generous 
but well-directed ripeness. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

93 Salomon-Undhof 2015 Lindberg Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). A whiff of pas-

sion fruit on the nose immediately hints at ripe-
ness. The palate fulfils that promise not only with 
generosity but counters it with gorgeous grapefruit 
freshness and a lovely zesty texture that makes this 
very appetizing. The flavors are zingy, clean, ripe 
and very, very long. It is the grapefruit spice that 
gets you in the end. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $51 

93 Tegernseerhof 2015 Bergdistel Grüner Velt-
liner Smaragd (Wachau). The nose hints 

at ripe fruit but it is on the palate that the wine’s 
textured yeasty fullness becomes apparent. This is 
edged with the tang of grapefruit peel which encap-
sulates very ripe rounded fluid pear fruit on a con-
centrated palate. This is compact and impactful 
and finishes with pleasant, lip-smacking freshness. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Bernhard Ott 2015 Spiegel Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). There are a number of intrigu-

ing notions on the nose: There is something nutty 
and rich, something mellow and yeasty, something 
green and lively, all tinged with the juicy ripeness 
of yellow-stone fruit. Not one of these impres-
sions dominates, all of them catch your attention 
in a merry haze of flavors delivered against a firm 
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backbone of freshness and concentration. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

92 Bernhard Ott 2015 Stein Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). The very pure scent of green 

Conference pear peel rises from the glass. It is soon 
tempered by peppery yeast notes, but character-
ized throughout but that dual nature of freshness 
and the plumpness of rounded yeast. This contrast 
provides interest and makes this rather moreish, 
especially once you’ve savored the long spicy finish. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

92 Brandl 2015 Lamm Reserve Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). An almost honeyed nose tells of 

the 2015 ripeness, but instead leads to a concen-
trated palate that intriguingly combines peppery 
spice, savory herbs and rich mellow yeast. All this 
richness is tempered by a streamlined lemony acid-
ity. This is savory, so make sure to pair it with sub-
tle, expressive food. What a joy. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

92 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Hermanschachern 
Grüner Veltliner (Niederösterreich). The 

slightest touch of vanilla perfumes the nose. The 
palate is fresh and takes a little while to reveal its 
secrets: slowly enjoy this and its peppery savory 
core will become apparent. This is a quiet, unob-
trusive wine—give it time to breathe and let it come 
towards you. Its gentle harmonious lightness will 
captivate. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

92 Gruber Röschitz 2015 Mühlberg Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Weinviertel). It’s that 

arresting mix of flintiness and savory yeast that gets 
you first. There are hints of pine and ivy, all bedded 
in the ripeness of juicy yellow pear and mirabelle 
plum. Whiffs of white pepper provide extra excite-
ment and draw you in. This is clean and complex, 
rich and streamlined. Dive in. Deutsch Family Wine 
and Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Hiedler 2015 Ried Schnekenbichl Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). Very subtle 

notions of nettle and ripe, yellow mirabelle plum 
play on the nose. The palate displays the same juicy 
notions and bounces with the ample fruit of 2015, 
tempered by spicy grapefruit zestiness. This offers 
a wonderful interplay of ripeness and just the right 
amount of refreshing tartness. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Hirsch 2015 Kammerner Lamm Grüner Velt-
liner (Kamptal). Nettle and yarrow, dried 

hay flowers and spice on the nose promise a lively, 
savory palate which indeed follows. All the spice 
is wrapped up with generous yellow and juicy pear 
fruit and goes down a treat. This is mellow and 

fruity, spicy, rounded and fresh: quite simply a joy 
to drink. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Hirsch 2015 Kammerner Renner Grüner Velt-
liner (Kamptal). The nose is rather shy and 

merely hints at green Conference pear. The palate is 
soft but very peppery, the ripeness of yellow-stone 
fruit bathes the flavors in a warm light. This slowly 
but irredeemably draws you to its delicious, fruit-
driven core. Balance comes by way of lemon fresh-
ness and savory spice. Enjoy! Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Ingrid Groiss 2015 Sauberg Tradition Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). Something ten-

der and fresh rises from the glass: Fresh moss and 
green pear peel and a hint of citrus. The palate is 
light and bright, luminous almost, in its aromatics. 
This draws you in with a seductive refreshing pull 
that promises unfettered joyful refreshment, though 
not without concentration. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

92 Jurtschitsch 2015 Käferberg Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). Softly perfumed stone 

fruits like ripe mirabelles shimmer in the glass and 
are supported on the palate with a zingy backbone 
of freshness. This is a wonderful union of ripe fruit 
flavors and exhilarating freshness. There is concen-
tration at the core and a long whistle-clean finish. 
David Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Jurtschitsch 2015 Loiserberg Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). The ripeness of pear 

and mirabelle is expressed with softness and gen-
tleness. The nose is most inviting and leads to a 
more defined palate that also holds savory yeast 
and white pepper that appears in textured lem-
ony waves. Beautiful and expressive. David Bowler 
Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

92 Markus Huber 2015 Alte Setzen Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Traisental). Notes of spice 

and ripe stone fruit rise from the glass, along with a 
grapefruit-scented freshness. The palate comes with 
a very light-footed feel, full of weightless citrus fla-
vors, edged with gentle white pepper and grapefruit 
spice. This is completely refreshing and beautifully 
delicate. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Markus Huber 2015 Zwirch Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Traisental). While the nose is shy, 

the palate displays a grapefruit-spiced edged along 
with the ripeness of juicy stone fruit: mirabelles and 
yellow pears are conjured up. While the fruit is ripe 
the wine has something weightless, transparent and 
fresh. This goes down far too easily and needs to 
be savored. The finish is delicate but full flavored. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

92 Netzl 2015 Bärnreiser Grüner Veltliner (Car-
nuntum). Yeasty roundness on nose and 

palate plays host to subtle explosions of spice: white 
pepper here, soft soy there. There is an underlying, 
streamlined citrus freshness that provides balance. 
A food wine par excellence: there is both body and 
finesse. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

92 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Hundsleiten Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinviertel). Flint and yeast vie 

with each other to give the first impression of this 
rich wine. The palate backs this up with concentra-
tion and a fluid, soft but defined texture. There is a 
streamline of lemon freshness at the core. This is like 
a powerful beast that has barely flexed its muscle. Let 
it come towards you. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

92 Salomon-Undhof 2015 Von Stein Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). An almost trop-

ical touch of pineapple and passion fruit hovers over 
the glass. This is testament to the ripe 2015 vintage. 
The palate, however, reins in this fruity generosity 
with fresh, zesty notes of citrus, adding also a coun-
terweight of textured phenolics. There is structure 
despite all the ripeness and ample refreshment, 
almost some grippiness. The zesty finish is very 
moreish. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 135% Price: $45 

92 Steininger 2015 Loisium Weingarten Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). Generously 

ripe notions of yellow plum and juicy pear fill the 
nose. The palate benefits from the same fruitful-
ness but adds a touch of pepper and herbal savor 
at its concentrated core. There is something joyful 
about this. Despite the generous fruit this stays 
streamlined and supercrisp. The finish focuses on 
that wonderfully spicy pepperiness. KWSelection.
com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Türk 2015 Frechau Reserve Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). The nose burgeons with so 

much ripeness of fruit, there is almost a hint of 
dried pear with a big dollop of spice. The palate 
shows the same generosity but is masterfully bal-
anced by a lovely phenolic edge and zesty grapefruit 
freshness. White pepper shimmers in the back-
ground and makes for a very well-rounded, bal-
anced, juicy and refreshing wine. Balanced Wine 
Selections LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Dürnberg 2015 Rabenstein Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinviertel). The nose is almost 

closed but the palate paints a subtle picture of 
toned-down intensity. A savory core is made mellow 
with lees and a slight oak influence that becomes 
more apparent on the finish. Fruit—pear and yellow 
plum—plays second fiddle to the yeasty midpalate. 
Massanois Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 
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91 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Hommage Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinviertel). Ripe notions of 

fruit—typical for 2015—are apparent from the word 
go. There is juicy yellow plum and even a hint of 
tropicality—pineapple perhaps. This is rich and 
rounded, balanced with generous lemon freshness 
and textured with lees contact. There is weight 
on the midpalate, which leaves a lasting, if juicy 
impression. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Türk 2015 Thurnerberg Reserve Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). Very aromatic clouds of pear 

and mirabelle dominate the appetizing nose. The 
palate has the same freshness and fruity flow, espe-
cially of more yellow plum and a spicy hint of grape-
fruit zest. There is something fluid that suggests 
ease and joy. The spicy fruit flavors linger long on 
this gentle but refreshing, rounded white. Balanced 
Wine Selections LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

90 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). The nose gives little away but 

the palate is full of lemony freshness and real verve. 
Taut and light on the palate, this is real refreshment 
with an aftertaste of lemon zest and a slight touch of 
savory yeast. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Fischer 2015 Privat Grüner Veltliner Sma-
ragd (Wachau). Sumptuously ripe fruit on 

the nose carries seamlessly onto the generous pal-
ate: here the ripeness of juicy mirabelle is even more 
evident, but countered by much-needed freshness. 
The core of fruit is full on and concentrated and fin-
ishes just a little warm. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Forstreiter 2015 Schiefer Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kremstal). A hint of juicy pine-

apple on the nose leads to a fruity palate that sug-
gests tropical largesse as well as juicy yellow pear 
and plum. This generosity is corseted very softly by 
gentle citrus freshness. The overall impression is 
one of juicy drinkability and burgeoning fruit with 
a lovely lively grapefruit finish. Frederick Wildman 
& Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Graf Hardegg 2015 Steinbügel Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). Lifted primary 

aromas of green pear peel hit you first with their 
inviting freshness. The palate has the gentle vanilla 
kiss of oak and an utterly creamy texture but fin-
ishes beautifully with pure lemon freshness. World 
Wine Headquarters. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

90 Hiedler 2015 Ried Thal Reserve Grüner Velt-
liner (Kamptal). Aromatic hints of ripe, 

yellow mirabelle plum grace the nose. The palate 
gives more flesh to this juicy notion and tempers it 
with a yeasty savory edge. Lemony freshness echoes 

through this fresh, friendly and delicious wine. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Kurt Angerer 2015 Eichenstaude Riede Kies-
ling Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). The easy 

joy of sun-drenched stone fruit is evident on nose 
and palate. The exuberance is only increased by a 
smattering of lively white pepper and savory yeast. 
A total joy. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

90 Kurt Angerer 2015 Spies Riede Ametsberg 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). Yeasty mel-

lowness on the nose brings peppery freshness. The 
palate adds lemon zest and even more savory soy-
like yeast. There almost is something salty on the 
palate. The finish is wonderfully fresh and moreish. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 Müller-Grossmann 2015 Alte Reben Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). Yellow pear 

and plum tinged with savory yeast notes make for 
a spicy subtle opening on both the nose and the 
palate. The yeast flavors continue to add an extra 
flavor dimension to the fresh palate, which has all 
the generosity of the ripe 2015 vintage about it and 
a gentle acidity that is reminiscent of ripe Amalfi 
lemon. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

90 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Goldjoch Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinviertel). For full review see 

page 19. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Zeiseneck Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 12% Price: $18 

90 Rainer Wess 2015 Pfaffenberg Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). Wonderfully 

heady hints of yuzu play about the nose. The pal-
ate, on the other hand, is characterized by ripe juicy 
mirabelle plums. This is plump and opulent, yet 
structured: a rounded and generous souvenir of the 
2015 vintage. Russell Herman Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Setzer 2015 Die Lage Reserve Grüner Velt-
liner (Weinviertel). Yellow mirabelle plums 

are just hinted at on the nose. They become clearer 
on the palate where they are joined by a generous 
dollop of white pepper and creamy yeast. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Steininger 2015 Grand Grü Reserve Grüner 
Veltliner (Kamptal). A slightly earthy nose 

of yellow plum and stone fruit leads to a fresh tex-
tured palate, which shows off mirabelles and lem-
ons. There is a pleasant phenolic edge and a clean, 
long finish. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Steininger 2015 Kittmannsberg Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). The nose does 

not want to give a lot away. The palate, however, 
shows spicy hints of nettle and a fresh bouncy zesty 
backbone of lemon and grapefruit, which makes it all 
the more appetizing. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Türk 2015 Kremser Sandgrube Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). The inviting 

notion of gently sun-ripened yellow plums on the 
nose draws you in. The palate follows this with 
gentle, juicy but balanced ripeness, featuring mira-
belle plum and pear. There is a welcome grapefruit 
zestiness to the body and finish that makes this 
refreshing and moreish. Balanced Wine Selections 
LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

90 Unger 2015 Oberfeld Alte Reben Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). A subdued 

nose leads onto a fresh easy-drinking palate that 
is characterized by generous spritz and ripe almost 
plump pear fruit that is just tempered by citrus 
freshness. This is so easy to drink and so refreshing 
with that spritz. Verity Wine Partners. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Slight spritz and lightness 

of touch characterize this easy light-bodied wine. 
A go-to drink for versatility and food friendliness. 
Make sure you don’t pack your picnic basket with-
out it so you can relish its sprightly fresh notes of 
white pepper. Winemonger. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Fischer 2015 Fraueneweingärten Grüner 
Veltliner Smaragd (Wachau). Generously 

ripe yellow plums are ample on the nose and turn 
into fleshy, broad fruit on the rounded palate where 
welcome grapefruit spice adds direction and some 
drive. The finish is gentle and full fruited. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Hermann Moser 2015 Fortissimo Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). Gentle fruit 

and ripeness are apparent in the ripe pear notes 
that dominate on nose and palate. This is easy, light 
bodied, fresh and fruity. Drink soon while aromatics 
are at their peak. Boutique Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Hermann Moser 2015 Gebling Der Löss 
Reserve Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). Lifted, 

primary notions of pear drop make for an appetizing 
opening. The palate is light and bouncy and full of 
sunny pears—both green and yellow. The finish is 
fresh and clean. This is lively and thirst-quenching. 
Drink soon. Boutique Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

89 Hermann Moser 2015 Gebling Hannah 
Reserve Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). Very 
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ripe juicy pear notes are immediately apparent. 
They appear less concentrated on the fluid easy-
flowing palate. This is simple and fruitful, balanced 
and gentle with a hint of refreshing spritz on the 
finish. Boutique Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

89 Martinshof 2015 Reserve Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Wonderfully green aro-

mas of nettle and herbal-tinged mint lozenge arise. 
The palate counters this with a sonorously rich but 
fresh palate. The finish could be longer but this cer-
tainly has impact. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Rainer Wess 2015 Loibenberg Grüner Veltliner 
(Wachau). The gentle generosity of very 

ripe yellow plums unfolds on nose and palate. The 
body is edged with some citrus freshness but paints 
a picture of plumpness and ease. The clean finish 
adds freshness. Russell Herman Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

89 Schwarzböck 2015 Ried Aichleiten Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Weinviertel). Green pear 

peel and fresh pear flesh make for an inviting easy 
nose. Both reappear on the juicy, fresh and easy 
palate. The finish packs a warming punch. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Weingut Frank 2015 Johannesbergen Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). Soft hints of 

yellow mirabelle plum give way to richer notions of 
yeast. The palate is fresh and precise and delivers 
some spicy hints along citrus freshness. The finish 
is peppery and moreish. August Wine Group. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Winzer Krems 2015 Kremser Wachtberg 
Reserve Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). The 

nose gives little away but the palate comes in with 
the fruity pleasant ease of ripe pear and gentle cit-
rus freshness. This is rounded and ripe, fresh and 
bouncy, with a clean-cut finish. Saranty Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Fuchs 2015 Grüner Veltliner (Burgenland). 
Freshness characterizes the nose: green pear, 

ivy leaves and citrus notes play on nose and palate. 
This is light footed, easy drinking and charming. 
Drink soon while flavors are fresh. Leonard Kreusch, 
Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 H. & M. Hofer 2015 Freiberg Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Green hints of moss and 

ivy play with notes of wet pebble. This is playful and 
lively, fresh and so easy to drink. Enjoy while the fla-
vors are at their aromatic peak. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 H. & M. Hofer 2015 Kirchlissen Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Here is a fruity little 

number with oodles of juicy ripe pear. This is fresh 
and upfront, animating and appetizing. Easy drink-
ing but totally crowd-pleasing, this will be fabulous 
for a party. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Setzer 2015 8000 Reserve Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). Slight spritz and a near-

neutral nose lead to a light-bodied, fresh white with 
hints of spice and that lovely phenolic, yeasty edge of 
Grüner. Yellow plum comes through on the palate, a 
hallmark of this vintage. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Winzer Krems 2015 Grüner Veltliner (Krem-
stal). There is a slight, aromatic lift on the 

nose that turns into pear-fruited freshness on the 
palate. This is easy drinking, refreshing and light, 
just what is needed for a party. Saranty Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

RIESLING

95 Alzinger 2015 Loibenberg Riesling Smaragd 
(Wachau). The nose is closed, but the pal-

ate speaks of concentration and a stony core that is 
still tightly coiled. Once this is ready, it will unfurl 
into glorious lemon zest and oil notions. For now, 
this is taut and tight, secretive and closed. There is 
an implicit stony slenderness, which has a heart of 
generous fruit buried at its core. This comes with 
a great promise of future glory, immense direction 
and concentration. Drink 2020–2040. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

95 Bründlmayer 2015 Heiligenstein Alte Reben 
Reserve Riesling (Kamptal). Very ripe 

notions of red-cheeked mirabelle plums and sun-
ripened apricots with an edge of nettle shimmer 
on the nose. The palate is a clearly delineated but 
gorgeous canvas for foliage-fringed citrus—manda-
rin, clementine and tangerine all vie for space while 
yuzu adds spice and savor. There is generosity and 
slenderness. The finish is ultra clean and the entire 
wine is surprisingly approachable. Drink this now 
and rejoice, or keep it and look forward: In either 
case, this is a delicious fruity trinket of pure plea-
sure. Drink 2017–2040. Terry Theise Estate Selec-
tions. Cellar Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

95 Bründlmayer 2015 Heiligenstein Lyra 
Reserve Riesling (Kamptal). The merest 

hint of reduction reminds you of how young this 
wine actually is. On the palate, a very generous full-
fruited picture unfolds: there is very ripe juicy yel-
low pear and countless juicy citrus notions of clem-
entine, tangerine, satsuma and orange. All of this is 
cut with precise, tart and ripe lemon freshness. This 
interplay of tart and ripe creates tension and drive. 

This is lovely now but is a powerhouse of potent 
long-lasting fruit. Drink 2017–2040. Terry Theise 
Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

95 Bründlmayer 2015 Steinmassel Reserve 
Riesling (Kamptal). Delicious notions of 

ripe greengages haunt the nose, alongside fra-
grant orange peel. The palate is still taut and tight, 
sprightly and streamlined, as if powered and pro-
pelled forward by invisible citrus force. There is 
such drive and precision here, you almost feel 
movement and speed. The finish is clean but clearly 
this is for the longer run. It will take bottle age for 
this to reveal its scented, fruit-laden core. Drink 
2022–2040. Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

95 Eichinger 2015 Gaisberg Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). Clouds of aromatic flower play 

along with zesty orange flavors. Grapefruit provides 
spice and drive. The palate shows that counter-
point of ripeness and tartness that makes this so 
very moreish. This is juicy and powerful, yet precise 
and toned despite all its generosity. This is a light, 
tightrope walk between two thrilling worlds. It’s 
full of life and joy with an endless finish. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

95 Eichinger 2015 Heiligenstein Reserve Ries-
ling (Kamptal). The gentlest hint of the pur-

est ripe apricot aroma rises from the glass. There is 
the merest touch of blossom honey before the pal-
ate opens up into a nirvana of apricot and rounded 
aromatic orange and mandarin flavors. This is clean, 
precise and impressive—a picture postcard of the 
sunny 2015 vintage. This may be charming now but 
wait a few years and it will be lethal. Drink 2017–
2030. Weygandt-Metzler. Cellar Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

95 Franz Hirtzberger 2015 Hochrain Riesling 
Smaragd (Wachau). Wonderfully concen-

trated notes of ripe mirabelle plums open up on the 
nose. There also is a heady lemon note. The palate 
is rich with the same fleshy ripe fruit but has a fault 
line of zesty orange at its core that provides focus 
and seems to illuminate clouds of ripe aromatic 
citrus at every turn. This shimmers with tanger-
ine and clementine. The body is immensely con-
centrated but has total direction and drive. Enjoy 
2020–2040. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $68 

95 Franz Hirtzberger 2015 Singerriedel Riesling 
Smaragd (Wachau). Bittersweet hints of 

honeycomb color the rounded citrus notes on the 
nose. The palate, on the other hand, uses zesty, con-
centrated citrus to corral the ripe generous stone 
fruit at its core. This is concentrated, incisive and 
flowing in its intensity. It’s a big wine but it has ten-
sion and grace. While it is lovely now, in order to do 
it justice this will need bottle age. Its true nature 
will only become apparent over time but it is most 



BUYINGGUIDE

100  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  MARCH 2017

promising. Drink 2025–2040. Weygandt-Metzler. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $89 

95 Loimer 2015 Steinmassl Riesling (Kamptal). 
Perfumed orange peel rises shyly from the 

glass. A yeasty hint still swings in the background, 
before an entire host of ripe citrus notes paints a 
zesty aromatic picture that draws you in by sheer 
force of freshness. This treads along the very cusp 
between tartness and ripeness and provides total 
thrill. The impression on the palate lasts for min-
utes. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

95 Malat 2015 Silberbichl Reserve Riesling 
(Kremstal). A subdued nose has the gentle 

lift of lemon oil and fresh lemon zest. The palate 
confirms all of this rich freshness, which streams 
with great direction across the palate. This is taut 
and concentrated, with a poised freshness and 
structure that holds very rich lemon and tangy cit-
rus at its core. There is so much drive and direc-
tion. The lovely long finish is reminiscent of Seville 
orange and pink grapefruit. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

95 Malat 2015 Steinbühel Riesling (Kremstal). 
A lovely lift of lemon oil on the nose gives 

a seductive headiness to the wine. The palate then 
convinces with generous orange flesh and peel, with 
tangerine spice and juicy fulsomeness, but never 
without citric zesty tension. This has drive, fresh-
ness and a lively energy. You simply want to drown 
in this. Lovely now, but built to last. Drink now 
through 2040. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

95 Salomon-Undhof 2015 Steiner Kögl Reserve 
Riesling (Kremstal). The merest touch of 

tropicality, of ripe passion fruit, hovers on the nose 
before lemon and orange kick in. The palate still has 
an edge of reduction but that is a good and reassur-
ing sign. There is a rich core of ripe poised fruit: 
tangerine and aromatic oranges are firmly held with 
grapefruit freshness. There is a beautiful juxtaposi-
tion of generosity and tangy freshness. The finish 
is lip-smacking and utterly fresh—that rich core of 
fruit invites you to sip and explore again and again. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $51 

95 Schloss Gobelsburg 2015 Gaisberg Riesling 
(Kamptal). Ripe Amalfi lemon and the 

savory peel of still-green Seville oranges make for a 
heady alluring flavor combination. The same notions 
also beguile on the palate where they become even 
more intense. All of this is delivered in a powerful 
but compact parcel of exquisite cleanliness. This 
encapsulates the Austrian virtue of precise pleasure 
perfectly. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

95 Schloss Gobelsburg 2015 Heiligenstein Ries-
ling (Kamptal). The nose is still closed but 

already whispers of fragrant citrus show. The palate 
strikingly combines a core of ultraripe fruit—think 
juicy mandarin, golden peach and gorgeously aro-
matic blood orange—and a masterful lightness of 
touch. The freshness is chiselled and precise, the 
finish is lasting and impressive, but never losing 
its unforced gentle nature and the lightest touch. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $54 

94 Alzinger 2015 Steinertal Riesling Smaragd 
(Wachau). The merest hint of lemon oil 

appears on the nose. The palate is present with con-
centration and poise: all that is to be had for now 
is zesty ripe lemon and stone. This will take time 
to unfold as it holds generous fruit at its presently 
tight, taut core. It is the midpalate concentration 
and zestiness that promise so much. Drink from 
2020 through 2040. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

94 Brandl 2015 Heiligenstein Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). Very slight reduction on the 

nose shows that these wines—despite their beguil-
ing youthful aromas—are built to last. This has the 
generous ripeness of plump stone fruit and the edgy 
freshness of tart, fragrant citrus zest. The palate is 
precise, streamlined and clean; the finish tells of 
purity and lasting power. Enjoy now through 2035. 
MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

94 Hirsch 2015 Heiligenstein Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). The perfumed, otherworldly 

scent of blood orange works its charm on the nose 
of this lovely wine. The palate is equally juicy and 
aromatic: tart and soft, edgy and pliant, plump 
and lip-smacking, juicy and bracing. The palate is 
streamlined and fresh, hinting constantly at this 
world of flavor, if you only give in to it—so moreish, 
so long. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

94 Loimer 2015 Heiligenstein Riesling (Kamp-
tal). Pleasantly bitter hints of orange peel 

mingle with notes of ripe pear on the nose. The juicy 
palate adds tart orange and zesty grapefruit to this 
incisive, aromatic and very moreish mix. The palate 
is precise and lip-smacking, fresh and concentrated. 
The full refreshing impact becomes clear on the long 
finish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

94 Markus Huber 2015 Berg Reserve Riesling 
(Traisental). The gentlest fruit, the rip-

est notions, the freshest palate: there is something 
about the Traisental wines that strikes you as more 
filigree than the rest of Austria. This Riesling is a 
case in point with very fine-boned, clearly delin-
eated citrus fruit. Seville orange peel and ripe tan-
gerine makes this a subtle joy. Broadbent Selections, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

94 Pichler-Krutzler 2015 Kellerberg Riesling 
(Wachau). Stone flint and smoke join a 

lovely combination of superripe orange and juicy 
mandarin. The palate focuses even more on these 
luscious juicy citrus flavors. It gets direction from 
gentle but definite lemon freshness. With a little air, 
an earthier aspect grounds this beautifully and gives 
a three-dimensional picture of aroma, flavor and tex-
ture with immense and intense length. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

94 Pichler-Krutzler 2015 Loibenberg Riesling 
(Wachau). Fresh earth and gloriously ripe 

stone fruit make for a convincing opening on the 
nose. The palate swings with this sonorous, earthy 
edge and frames rich, ripe and rounded pear and yel-
low plum fruit. Overall, there is zesty fresh citrus 
that gathers everything together and presents a con-
centrated wine with drive and personality. The fin-
ish is long, clean and convincing. Drink 2020–2040. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

94 Proidl 2015 Ehrenfels Reserve Riesling 
(Kremstal). The generous appetizing aro-

mas of very ripe yellow plums and apricots play on 
the nose. The palate shows equal generosity and 
ripeness. It is cut by totally focused lemon-zest 
freshness that just tingles all the senses. This has 
tension and excitement and lots of concentration 
that make this long lived and impressive. The fin-
ish is supremely aromatic. Drink now–2035. Soilair 
Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

94 Proidl 2015 Pfeningberg Reserve Riesling 
(Kremstal). The sun-ripened skin of yel-

low mirabelle plums and their ripe flesh suggest 
both texture and fruitiness. This burgeons with 
gloriously ripe fruit, which attains an apricot touch 
on the palate, but is held firmly and with beauti-
ful poise by lemon zestiness and citrus freshness. A 
wonderful combination of generosity and tang with 
lovely concentration, brilliant fruit and a long fin-
ish. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

94 Salomon-Undhof 2015 Pfaffenberg Reserve 
Riesling (Kremstal). The gloriously intense 

lift of fresh lemon zest rises immediately. The con-
centrated palate is so precise, so taut and has so 
much tension that you can almost feel the citrus fla-
vors exploding in your mouth. This is wonderfully 
aromatic Riesling that comes with a panoply of both 
ripe and tart citrus. Gloriously long, ripe and fresh. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $51 

94 Tegernseerhof 2015 Kellerberg Riesling 
Smaragd (Wachau). The scent of lemon and 

orange flesh is contained by lovely zestiness on the 
nose. The palate is no different and holds ripe juicy 
stone fruit with exquisitely drawn tangy zestiness. 
This is concentrated and refreshing, energetic, seri-
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ous and lively. Its lemony verve characterizes every-
thing from the first whiff to the lasting finish. This 
is racy and delicious now but will drink well from 
2019 through 2035. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

94 Tegernseerhof 2015 Steinertal Riesling 
Smaragd (Wachau). The nose opens with a 

totally tangy note of lemon zest. The palate carries 
on in a similar vein of freshness but adds generous 
helpings of fleshy juicy orange, clementine, tangerine 
and mandarin to the streamlined body, which shines 
with countless citrus shades. This is fresh and con-
centrated, brisk and ripe at the same time and totally 
moreish. The finish provides ultimate refreshment. 
Drink 2017–2025. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

93 Eder 2015 Riesling Smaragd (Wachau). 
Beautifully evocative hints of apricot and 

orange rise from the glass. The palate comes in with 
taut zesty citrus and harnesses the beautifully ripe 
flavors. The body is streamlined and very tangy, full 
of tension and flavor. This is totally refreshing and 
sure to develop beautifully. Rejoice in all the cit-
rus drama. Drink 2019–2035. Slocum & Sons, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

93 Hiedler 2015 Gaisberg Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). Ivy leaves and orange peel make 

for an appetizing, ripe and fragrant nose. The same 
flavor combination captures the palate: zesty but 
ripe and heady orange notes are complemented by 
savory, streamlining hints of aromatic greenery. 
This is ripe and precise, rounded but compact, 
and comes with a clean, impressive finish. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Hirsch 2015 Gaisberg Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). The nose just gives a gentle 

hint of ripe apricot. The palate, on the other hand, 
speaks freely of zesty citrus: ripe lemon and fresh 
Seville orange, full of tart zestiness and refreshing 
zing. This is slender and linear, taut but chock-full 
of fruit. There is drive and energy and total refresh-
ment. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

93 Jurtschitsch 2015 Heiligenstein Reserve 
Riesling (Kamptal). A very slight citrus lift, 

edged with ripe pineapple, on the nose announces 
a precise palate of lusciously ripe flavors: sun-rip-
ened yellow mirabelle plums nestle alongside ripe 
oranges and clementimes. A straight, linear but 
ripe acidity at the very core keeps all of this fruit 
in check and provides direction and precision. Deli-
cious and long. David Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

93 Loimer 2015 Seeberg Riesling (Kamptal). 
Fragrant ripe apricot, edged with notions 

of citrus foliage streams from the glass. The same 
intriguing flavor combo of ripeness and freshness, 

aroma and full fruit, makes up the precise and clean 
palate. The finish is lip-smacking and still veers and 
shimmers between full-on fruit ripeness and tart 
zesty citrus. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

93 Proidl 2015 Hochäcker Reserve Riesling 
(Kremstal). Fresh citrus has a tang of green 

apple on the nose. The palate colors this with an 
equally zesty dollop of grapefruit, but something 
riper, richer, almost of dried fruit, also swings in 
there. This is intriguing and fresh, zesty and taut, 
lip-smacking and moreish. I feel that this will give 
up its secrets with a little more bottle age, but it 
already is delicious now. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

93 Stadt Krems 2015 Grillenparz Reserve Ries-
ling (Kremstal). Soft and aromatic hints of 

orange fruit and zest play on the nose. Riper hints 
of juicy mirabelle also join. The palate has the same, 
fragrant, generous and appetizing aspect of fruit, 
but has an extra dimension of savoriness from yeast 
and a wonderfully linear body, shaped by freshness 
and zest. The finish is long, tangy and aromatic. 
Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

93 Stift Göttweig 2015 Pfaffenberg Reserve 
Riesling (Kremstal). The appetizing perfume 

of candied orange peel rises seductively from the 
glass. The palate counters with the very fresh but 
ripe fruit of fleshy juicy yellow mirabelles. These are 
joined by tangy, zesty grapefruit freshness, creating 
a concentrated fruit-driven palate of great tension 
and concentration. This is a wonderful tightrope act 
between tang and generosity. The finish is long and 
clean. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

93 Stift Göttweig 2015 Silberbichl Reserve Ries-
ling (Kremstal). The nose merely reveals the 

slightest shimmer of ripe lemon zest. The palate 
comes in with beautifully spicy mirabelle flavors, 
tempered by tangy citrus. There is lovely citrus 
concentration that has a zesty textural element in 
the streamlined body. This is wonderfully bracing, 
ripe and refreshing. A total joy. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

92 Allram 2015 Gaisberg Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). Very ripe, almost candied 

notions of orange and mandarin peel determine 
the aromatic direction of this streamlined yet ripe 
Riesling. The flavors play along the entire ripe cit-
rus spectrum: clementine and tangerine are there 
as well as pink grapefruit. The purity and subtlety, 
with hints of fragrant citrus leaves, make for a last-
ing impression and long finish. Vias Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Allram 2015 Heiligenstein Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). Tangy orange and zesty tanger-

ine flavors take over nose and palate. They fill your 

mouth and nose, and send signals of acute pleasure 
to the brain. This amalgam of ripe flavors and tart 
freshness makes for a lip-smacking, very refreshing 
and appetizing wine. You will simply want more. 
Vias Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

92 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Alte Reben Riesling 
(Niederösterreich). Sun-ripened apricot 

notes emanate from the glass, mingling with aro-
matic notions of ripe orange. On the precise palate, 
this beguiling fruit is joined by subtle, lifted hints of 
citrus foliage and zest. This is a wonderfully slender 
but profound wine, showing Riesling from its most 
charming bewitching side. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

92 Forstreiter 2015 Schiefer Reserve Riesling 
(Kremstal). A touch of passion fruit haunts 

the nose. The palate is juicy with mirabelle plums 
and lively lemon and orange notes. There is zesty 
textured concentration and a wonderful purity of 
flavor. This is exciting and has lots of drive with a 
lip-smacking finish. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

92 Hiedler 2015 Steinhaus Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). The soft and refreshing nose 

of mandarin peel plays about the nose. The palate 
conquers with the same purity and freshness of 
ripe citrus, aided by a pithy texture that helps to 
corral all the fruit. Wonderfully appetizing and full 
of charming mandarin and tangerine notions. Very 
lasting. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Jäger 2015 Achleiten Riesling Smaragd 
(Wachau). Right from the start there is a 

supreme and appetizing tanginess to the fruit. The 
nose shows orange flesh and zest, the palate coun-
ters this with intense grapefruit zestiness. Between 
these poles there is ample, ripe and juicy citrus—
think tangerine and orange. The finish is long, lip-
smacking, totally refreshing and fruitful. Grand Cru 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

92 Jäger 2015 Steinriegl Riesling Smaragd 
(Wachau). The rather closed nose gives little 

away. The palate, however, is full of juicy stone fruit. 
Think ripe mirabelle and apricot, think juicy tanger-
ine and orange. This is full of fruit and tension, high-
lighted with lemon freshness and a lovely stream-
lined taut palate. The long finish has something of 
fresh apples about it. Grand Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Müller-Grossmann 2015 Steinbühel Reserve 
Riesling (Kremstal). The glorious aromatics 

of the ripest oranges play on the nose. There even is 
a slight hint of candied peel. The palate is opulent 
with fruit expression but held in check by lovely 
ripe lemon freshness. The palate is concentrated 
and has lots of energetic direction. An earthy edge 
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grounds things beautifully. Lasting and lovely. Carlo 
Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

92 R&A Pfaffl 2015 Passion Reserve Riesling 
(Niederösterreich). Notions of very ripe, 

almost golden apricots shimmer in the glass. There 
is a touch of honey and a hedonistic peachy note that 
pervades this entire wine from first sniff to lasting 
finish. This is dry Riesling at its roundest and peachi-
est. I defy anyone not to drink a second glass. The 
finish is delicious and moreish. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

92 Rainer Wess 2015 Loibenberg Riesling 
(Wachau). Very ripe pear and plum notions 

dominate the nose. The palate has concentration 
and drive but still blossoms with generous fleshy 
fruit of great purity. This is an expression of joy and 
ripeness—of ready overflowing fruit kept taut and in 
focus by ripe orange freshness. The long finish has 
a touch of earth. Russell Herman Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Brandl 2015 Kogelberg Reserve Riesling 
(Kamptal). Gentle hints of fragrant orange 

and soft hints of ripe mandarin grace the nose and 
palate. Despite all the precision, there is a gentle-
ness to the way these heady citrus flavors are 
expressed. The palate adds ample lemon freshness, 
a slender body and a clean finish. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

91 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Riesling (Niederöster-
reich). An initially funky hint on the nose 

soon turns into exotically spicy notions of lime zest 
and grapefruit foliage with riper notions of peach 
shimmering through. This dances on tiptoe, it 
speaks of ease and joy, is lively and refreshing with a 
lovely lemony finish. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 Graf Hardegg 2015 Riesling Spätlese (Nieder-
österreich). Honey and the perfumed notes of 

quince are immediately apparent on this Spätlese 
Riesling. The sweetness is carried beautifully by 
ripe notions of peach, additional quince and apricot 
coulis, balanced and countered by the fresh, ripe 
and pliable acidity of oranges and tangerines. This 
is slightly decadent and very harmonious. Perhaps 
sweet enough for an apricot tart but certainly a 
killer with salty blue cheeses. No other grape can 
perform the same tightrope walk as Riesling. Enjoy. 
World Wine Headquarters. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $29 

91 Graf Hardegg 2015 Steinbügel Riesling (Nie-
derösterreich). The fragrant lift of conifer 

and citrus, of cypress and mandarin leaves, will 
make Riesling lovers swoon. The palate follows with 
plump yet precise stone fruit including apricot and 
peach. Sunshine seems to dominate the palate. This 
is full-frontal charm in a glass: decadently fruited 
but utterly balanced and sharp. Simply lovely and 

utterly moreish. Drink soon for top aromatics. 
World Wine Headquarters. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

91 Hermann Moser 2015 Gebling Kellerterrassen 
Reserve Riesling (Kremstal). Lovely and aro-

matic notes of ripe orange flesh and peel are abun-
dant on nose and palate. The flavors are made zingy 
by zesty grapefruit and seem to have a fizz all of 
their own that sprays freshness. A most appetizing, 
enlivening Riesling with great verve. Boutique Wine 
Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Ingrid Groiss 2015 Auf der Henne Reserve 
Riesling (Niederösterreich). Evocative hints 

of orange and tangerine peel softly rise from the 
glass. This leads onto zesty citrus flavors and a 
wonderfully streamlined, effortlessly powerful pal-
ate bursting with freshness and life. You may not 
readily associate Weinviertel with Riesling but in 
this single stony site it works incredibly well! Circo 
Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

91 Rainer Wess 2015 Pfaffenberg Reserve Ries-
ling (Kremstal). Ripe, almost candied notions 

of stone fruit appear. They are so concentrated they 
have an almost fruit-jelly intensity. There also is a 
note of earth that flows from the nose onto the gen-
erous fleshy palate. The finish is clean on this wine, 
which holds all the fruit of a ripe and generous year. 
Russell Herman Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Steininger 2015 Steinhaus Reserve Ries-
ling (Kamptal). There are hints of apple 

and apricot on the nose. The palate shows not just 
freshness but also the ripe and tangy citrus bite of 
tangerine and orange. The finish is clean and totally 
refreshing. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Türk 2015 Kremser Wachtberg Reserve Ries-
ling (Kremstal). The lemony nose promises 

freshness. Tangy citrus fruits are abundant on the 
flowing palate, which wraps you up in its easy fresh-
ness. This is balanced, fruity and very refreshing. 
Balanced Wine Selections LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Winzer Krems 2015 Kremser Pfaffenberg 
Reserve Riesling (Kremstal). A wonderfully 

breezy and fresh citric nose leads to an equally fresh, 
light-footed but ripe palate full of citrus impres-
sions: lemon and tangerine, orange and pink grape-
fruit. This is clean, easy and very enjoyable with a 
real refreshment factor. Saranty Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Schwarzböck 2015 Auichleiten Reserve Ries-
ling (Niederösterreich). A subdued nose 

leads onto a subtle citrus-edged palate of grapefruit 
and lemon peel with some richer notions of lemon 

oil appearing here and there. This is an understated, 
fresh and clean Riesling. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

91 Lackner Tinnacher 2015 Ried Steinbach Sau-
vignon Blanc (Südsteiermark). A very slight 

notion of hazelnut hovers on the fresh nose. The 
palate comes with wonderful citric intensity of 
ripe lemon and a dash of lime. That same smoky 
hint stays on the palate throughout, adding an 
extra dimension. The finish is pleasantly long and 
refreshing. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Neumeister 2015 Klausen Sauvignon Blanc 
(Vulkanland Steiermark). Aromatic hints of 

tomato leaf and pea shoots make for a highly appetiz-
ing nose. The concentrated body adds lovely notions 
of ripe mirabelle plums and combines fulsome fruit 
with ample zest. The midpalate maximizes these 
flavors and leaves you with a very refreshing finish. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

90 Lackner Tinnacher 2015 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Südsteiermark). Mossy freshness and fra-

grance appear on the shy subdued nose. The won-
derfully slender and sprightly palate is fresh and 
delicate. There is something subtle and lithe about 
this, which is very uplifting. The finish is refreshing 
and clean. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

PINOT GRIS

93 Meinklang 2015 Graupert Natural Pinot Gris 
(Burgenland). Gorgeously lifted rich notes 

of orange zest fill the nose of this beautiful “orange” 
wine. Fermented on skins, it has all the elegance of 
white wine, combined with the tannic structure and 
backbone of red. Made from pink Pinot Gris grapes, 
this lends itself beautifully to this treatment and 
leaves us with an intriguing, concentrated, fresh 
and whistle-clean wine of great expression. Savor 
its salty orange-scented length. KWSelection.com. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

91 Meinklang 2015 Graupert Pinot Gris (Bur-
genland). There is a wonderfully aromatic 

element of something floral and tropical on the 
nose of this unusual Pinot Gris. The fruit expres-
sion is very ripe, reminiscent of melon and juicy 
pear, highlighted with pineapple and fresh lemon, 
but there also is ample zesty freshness for bal-
ance. If you thought you had tasted all that Pinot 
Gris has to offer, taste this one, which was created 
from unpruned vines left to their own devices and 
bearing deliciously few clusters of delicious fruit. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 
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PINOT BLANC

93 Prieler 2015 Pinot Blanc (Leithaberg). This 
is all about understatement: there is a waft 

of oyster shell on the nose, nothing more. The pal-
ate, however, displays ample depth of stony, almost 
salty intensity. There is nothing obvious about this 
wine, just depth and concentration that will take 
time to come into their own. This needs bottle age 
and will come out nutty, poised and rounded. Drink 
2019–2030. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Prieler 2015 Ried Haidsatz Pinot Blanc 
(Leithaberg). A sonorous touch of vanilla 

lends its smoky aspect to the bright fruit of this 
intriguing Pinot Blanc. The palate, which is com-
pact, streamlined and concentrated, revels in those 
smoky notes and will need time to unveil its gentle 
white-currant fruit. Lemony freshness preserves 
everything. This is one for the long run. Drink 
2022–2030. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Ebner-Ebenauer 2015 Alte Reben Weissbur-
gunder (Niederösterreich). This slender but 

expressive Pinot Blanc is possessed of a wonder-
fully light touch. Right now, yeasty tones still swing 
alongside the bright stone fruit but this will soon 
come into its own and show off the slender but dis-
tinct and food friendly nature of Pinot Blanc. Revel 
in the subtle stony depth and elegance of this wine. 
Its long finish tells you everything. Winemonger. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Netzl 2015 Bärnreiser Weissburgunder (Car-
nuntum). The nose is a very inviting and 

attractive mix of bright blossom honey and ripe 
lemon peel: the palate follows with rounded rich-
ness that is streamlined by lovely unobtrusive 
freshness. It’s a generous but harmoniously bal-
anced wine and certainly a very good take on the 
much underrated Pinot Blanc grape. KWSelection.
com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

90 Martinshof 2015 Reserve Weissburgunder 
(Niederösterreich). A smoky, almost meaty 

tone of hazelnut is the first impression on the nose. 
This smokiness carries over onto the lemon zest, 
which defines the palate. This is poised and stream-
lined and will stand its gentle but firm ground at the 
table. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Hillinger 2015 Terroir Pinot Blanc (Burgen-
land). At present, the full hit of generous 

oak holds sway over this wine, bathing everything in 
shades of warm vanilla. The palate responds to this 
with freshness and some concentration at the core. 
If you love the flavors of oak and generous rounded-
ness, you will love this. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

CHARDONNAY

92 Anton Bauer 2015 Kreuzgang Chardonnay 
(Wagram). The merest touch of apricot 

caresses the vanilla and hazelnut notes of fine oak. 
The palate, on the other hand, conveys power and 
concentration, held tight and taut by lemon fresh-
ness. This will take a little while in bottle to unfold 
and should entice lovers of Chardonnay with its 
combination of bright freshness and lush fruit. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

91 Gunter Triebaumer 2015 Geyerumriss Char-
donnay (Burgenland). A wonderfully concen-

trated nose of hazelnut and fresh apple draws you 
in. The palate comes in with bundled freshness of 
lemon and bright precision. This is taut now, but 
will open up in good time. Lovers of unusual inter-
pretations of Chardonnay are in for a treat. The lem-
ony purity just lasts and lasts. Drink 2028–2025. 
Magellan Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Gernot and Heike Heinrich 2014 Chardon-
nay (Leithaberg). An initial hit of reduc-

tion blows off to reveal rich vanilla backed by gentle 
lemon purity. This clearly needs some time in bottle 
to find its middle but all the basics are there: fresh-
ness, clean fruit, texture and poise. Drink 2028–
2025. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Graf Hardegg 2015 Steinbügel Chardonnay 
(Niederösterreich). A hint of honey on the 

nose immediately gives the impression of richness. 
The palate obliges with mellow softness and gener-
ous vanilla and yellow plum notes. The texture is 
soft: lovers of creamy Chardonnay will be in heaven. 
World Wine Headquarters. —A.K. 
abv: NA Price: $39 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Eder 2015 Traminer Smaragd (Wachau). 
Honeysuckle and lychee, peach and damask 

rose: These are the tell-tale aromas of Traminer. 
Here they acquire the extra precision and drive of 
the Wachau: fragrant grapefruit peel counters the 
decadent richness of the flavor and gives verve and 
life to all the aromatics. The finish is dry, satisfy-
ing and long. This will age well. Drink now through 
2030. Slocum & Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Johanneshof Reinisch 2015 Satzing Rotgipfler 
(Thermenregion). There is something both 

earthy and berry fruited on the nose: both dried and 
fresh fruit shine with richness. There is a totally 
unusual, lovely bitter edge to this fruit, like a mar-
zipan richness at the edge of tart but with ripe fruit. 
Take this into your treasure chest of vinous curiosi-
ties: It more than deserves its place. This is dry but 

rich, tart but generous, and comes with its very own 
strong and forceful personality. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Neumeister 2015 Steintal Roter Traminer 
(Vulkanland Steiermark). The heady flo-

rality of damask rose is joined by powerful earthy 
forces to acquire a rich autumnal touch of ripe fruit 
and fragrance. The palate is wonderfully dry, precise 
and fresh: There is enough acidity here to brighten 
every last corner of flavor. This is both ethereal and 
earthy, elegant but firm, fragrant and fresh—from 
the first whiff to the last vestige of flavor on the 
tongue. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

91 Johanneshof Reinisch 2015 Satzing Zier-
fandler (Thermenregion). Hints of fresh and 

dried white currant chart their course along a fault 
line of freshness. This Zierfandler, a real Austrian 
rarity, is a lip-smacking wine of great personality. 
The palate is both slender and generous. Savor this 
slowly and wisely. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Lackner Tinnacher 2015 Ried Eckberg Moril-
lon (Südsteiermark). For now, flinty reduc-

tion rules the nose. The palate is threaded with 
freshness and ease. Mellow hints of oak echo in the 
lemony brightness and convey the sunny but cool 
climate of Styria perfectly. This is elegant, light and 
thankfully not overdone. The finish is pure apple. 
MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Lackner Tinnacher 2015 Ried Gamitz Gelber 
Muskateller (Südsteiermark). The gentlest 

hints of honeysuckle and orange blossom flit about 
the nose. They have a fleeting teasing quality that 
makes you want to sip. The palate is rich, tex-
tured and almost oily, but saved by freshness and 
structure. Have this while the aromas are at their 
charming peak. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

BLAUFRÄNKISCH

94 Heinrich 2013 Goldberg Reserve Blaufrän-
kisch (Burgenland). This is still tightly 

closed: There are merely some notions of iron oxide 
on the nose, but otherwise this is brooding and 
mysterious. The palate, however, has something 
majestic and sumptuous about it—a warm heart of 
ripe and aromatic black and red cherry. This just 
needs to breathe and will unfurl like crimson velvet 
on your tongue. While this can be approached now 
as it is beginning to mellow, this will be even bet-
ter in the years leading up to 2020. Very moreish. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

94 Jalits 2014 Szapary Reserve Blaufränkisch 
(Eisenberg). This is still very tightly coiled: 

the nose says little and the palate holds on tight to its 
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beautifully pure blueberry fruit. There is lip-smack-
ing freshness and a very finely woven tannin struc-
ture but this impressive wine does need time to come 
into itself and relax its fruit. There is something pro-
found and stony about this, something mysterious, 
brooding and wild. Cellar this and then rejoice. Drink 
2020–2035. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

94 Prieler 2013 Goldberg Blaufränkisch (Leitha-
berg). Very smoky notes of oak become 

apparent first. This needs some air to open more, 
when the initial smoke is followed by dark sump-
tuous floral-tinged berries. The peony-scented 
blueberry and bramble note is highlighted on the 
palate by fine freshness. The tannins are ultrafine 
and gentle, while the wine is full bodied but still 
taut. This is for the longer run. Drink 2020–2030. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

93 Artner 2014 Kirchweingarten Reserve Blau-
fränkisch (Carnuntum). Sumptuous oak fla-

vors of cinnamon, blueberry notes and spicy pepper 
make for an impressive olfactory trio. The palate 
comes across as velvety but fresh, echoing these 
same flavors, emphasizing pepper and blueberry. 
The structure is big and bold and fully supported 
by oak, but the crunchy fruit freshness holds the 
balance. This has a fruity finish and would need 
some hearty meat to be drunk now. Otherwise drink 
2019–2029. Vintage Epicure. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

93 Gunter Triebaumer 2014 Reserve Blaufrän-
kisch (Burgenland). Soft aromatic notions 

of red cherry and blueberry, along with white pep-
per, rise from the glass. The palate brims with tart 
crunchy ripe fruit and emphasizes blueberry. There 
is a light touch here and lovely fluidity—the tannins 
are like starched velvet. This is refreshing and very 
elegant. It’s neither light nor heavy, but just right and 
medium bodied, perfect for subtle cuisine. Magellan 
Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 Prieler 2014 Blaufränkisch (Leithaberg). 
Rich vanilla notes of fine oak drape around 

dark fruit and iron oxide on the nose. The palate 
delivers the juicy fullness of crushed blackberry 
and bramble, along with the characteristic white 
pepper notes of Blaufränkisch. The fruit is aromatic 
and also has a cinnamon-tinged blueberry note. The 
body is smooth and flows with very soft tannins and 
immense freshness. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Heinrich 2015 Vom Weingebirge Blaufränkisch 
(Burgenland). Very dark, iron-oxide-tinged 

fruit lures you in. There also is a lot of pepper on the 
nose. The palate is full of dark crushed fruit: juicy 
blackberry, aromatic blueberry and red cherry. The 
tannins are supple and there is lovely freshness to 

the palate. This is vibrant, juicy, smooth and aro-
matic. Drink now–2022. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

91 Nittnaus Anita und Hans 2014 Blaufränkisch 
(Leithaberg). The nose is still closed and just 

gives us a whiff of white pepper. The palate is beau-
tifully slender and has a lighter touch of just-ripe 
blueberry and red cherry. There is a gentle silky grip 
and a lot of refreshing tart and delicious fruit. While 
2014 was not an easy vintage for reds, this acquits 
itself with sassiness and grace. Frederick Wildman 
& Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

90 Heinrich 2015 Vitikult Blaufränkisch (Bur-
genland). Dark, chocolaty, juicy and 

rounded blackberries and blueberries take over 
completely on nose and palate. This is sumptuous, 
but not heavy and really vibrant with dark aromatic 
fruit. There is a hint of cinnamon and a touch of 
pepper on the mellow palate. Enjoy the rich exuber-
ance. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

ST. LAURENT

93 Johanneshof Reinisch 2014 Frauenfeld St. 
Laurent (Thermenregion). Something floral 

and soft hovers above the fruit. There also is the 
rich hazel presence of fine oak. The fruit is beauti-
fully luminous: very aromatic red cherry is drenched 
in the soft vanilla of oak. The tannins are silky but 
dense. White pepper shimmers everywhere, sup-
ported by the inherent freshness of the palate. This 
still needs time. Drink 2020–2030. Circo Vino. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 R&A Pfaffl 2013 Altenberg Reserve St. Laurent 
(Niederösterreich). For full review see page 

8. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Stift Klosterneuburg 2014 Ausstich St. Lau-
rent (Thermenregion). The dark red fruit is 

enveloped in the rounded, rich and chocolaty scent 
of oak. The palate shows a lighter side with delicate 
fruit of a red-cherry nature. Freshness sumptuous 
oak and red-cherry notes marry well. This is lovely 
now, but just a few more months in bottle will allow 
it to knit together more. Drink now through 2020. 
Boutique Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

PINOT NOIR

95 Anton Bauer 2014 Reserve Limited  Edition 
Pinot Noir (Wagram). The most gentle 

strawberry fruit appears unobtrusively on the nose. 
The palate reveals incredibly pure and honest wild 
strawberry fruit. The palate is slender but totally 
concentrated—there is depth to the wine and some-

thing ethereal and utterly seductive. This is not 
about power but about arresting allure. The true 
nature of Pinot Noir has been captured here, with-
out force, without guile. This is honest and all the 
more disarming for that. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

94 Johanneshof Reinisch 2014 Grillenhügel Pinot 
Noir (Thermenregion). Smoke and vanilla 

spice hover above appetizing notions of tart red-
berry fruit. The body is light and spicy and has a 
touch of fragrant conifer and an abundance of lovely 
unforced cranberry and red cherry. There is a perva-
sive freshness and elegance to this wine, which lifts 
it well above the ordinary. Pinot lovers will rejoice in 
the spice and light-footedness, but there is a serious 
beautiful core of fruit and a lasting peppery finish. 
Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Bründlmayer 2013 Reserve Pinot Noir (Nie-
derösterreich). A curious mix of roasted 

smokiness and red fruits makes for an appetizing 
autumnal nose. The red fruit underneath these 
flavors is beautifully pure and speaks of raspberry 
and wild strawberries. The wonderfully refreshing 
tartness zips across the palate like a bright streak 
of light and gives freshness, direction and poise to 
everything. The flavors are lasting and long. Terry 
Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

91 Hillinger 2014 Terroir Pinot Noir (Burgenland). 
Gentle hints of smoke and pine wood hover 

on the nose. The palate has the same spicy glint of 
pine and some oaky smoky spice. The fruit under-
neath is lovely and pure: tart cranberry and rasp-
berry are expressed beautifully. The body is soft and 
fresh, undeniably supported by lots of oak but it 
manages to achieve an elegant poised balance. It is 
on the finish that vanilla makes another appearance. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $64 

90 Martinshof 2013 Galgenberg Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Niederösterreich). There is something 

smoky and grilled about the nose. While the red 
fruit of strawberry and cherry is fresh, there are also 
aromas of roasted oak. Nonetheless, the fruit itself 
is delicate and tart, translucent and unforced. The 
palate is slender and fresh, with a deep core of red 
berries. This may take time to come into its own. 
Drink 2018–2024. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Stift Klosterneuburg 2014 Steinfeld Pinot 
Noir (Thermenregion). Candied—almost 

confected—red fruit shimmers on the nose. On the 
palate, this turns into fleshy aromatic red cherry 
that carries immediate charm. The palate is light, 
refreshing and full of easy fruit. The finish is clean 
and reinforces that lovely cherry note. Boutique 
Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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RED BLENDS

93 Heinrich 2011 terra o. (Burgenland). A roasted 
rich note of espresso and grilled pumpkin 

appears first. The palate is still dense with rich 
dark-berry fruit. This is full bodied but pervaded by 
freshness. The finely woven tannin structure is still 
very firm, very grippy, even though the fruit under-
neath it begins to show. This is now five years old 
and has barely begun its trajectory. Lovely now if 
you like full-bodied wines. Drink now through 2030. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

91 Gunter Triebaumer 2014 Blaufränkisch-Cab-
ernet (Burgenland). A touch of roasted coffee 

clings to the nose, otherwise it wants to give little 
away. The taut palate barely shows the dark fruit, so 
tight is it with a fine-grained tannin structure. This 
is dense and sumptuous, but has ample freshness as 
a counterweight. It still needs to mellow and show 
its fruit. Drink 2018–2025. Magellan Wine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

93 Netzl 2014 Anna-Christina (Carnuntum). The 
full-on blueberry fruit of Zweigelt is very 

evident on this peppery, vibrant and fresh-faced 
blend. There is structure from Cabernet that gives a 
firm backbone, but the plummy fleshiness of Merlot 
and the juiciness of crushed blueberry, tinged with 
cinnamon and white pepper brings oodles of joy. 
This is concentrated but totally approachable and 
chock–full of fruit. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

92 Hillinger 2014 Hillside (Burgenland). The 
nose is still closed: There is just a hint 

of dark fruit. The palate lightens with expressive 
and finely drawn fruit. There is pepper-tinged red 
cherry, fine notes of cranberry and red currant. The 
fruit here is beautiful and taut; there is freshness, 
tension and real elegance. Tannins are supple and 
fine, and the body is unforced and fresh. KWSelec-
tion.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Netzl 2014 Edles Tal (Carnuntum). There is 
a dark brooding smell of black cherry and 

dark fruit of the forest, all held together with the 
chocolate tinge of smoky oak. The body is more fresh 
faced and lets the aromatic expressive fruit speak: It 
is juicy and vibrant, with a lovely pepperiness. The 
tannins are velvety and dense, but there is mellow 
flow and ample aromatic freshness. This strikes a 
good balance between sumptuous winemaking and 
pure fruit. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Gunter Triebaumer 2014 Gillesberg Caber-
net Franc (Burgenland). The nose is tightly 

closed, yet there is the suspicion of fine fruit. The 
grippy palate brims with peppery dark-plum fruit 
and very fine distinct tannins that give this a taut, 
rigid frame that still needs to relax. This is unusual in 
so far that it is a Cabernet Franc from Austria, grown 
on slate. It works well: The tannic structure and fruit 
are fully expressed. This needs bottle age and will 
blossom into a far more relaxed and fruitful wine. 
Drink 2020–2030. Magellan Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

92 R&A Pfaffl 2013 Burggarten Reserve Zwei-
gelt (Niederösterreich). For full review see 

page 12. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Artner 2014 Steinacker Reserve Zweigelt (Car-
nuntum). The sonorous smoke and cinna-

mon-tinged tone of oak surrounds this wine. On the 
palate, there is a sumptuousness that marries well 
with the full red-cherry fruit of Zweigelt. Beauti-
fully edged with pepper, this is fresh but full bodied. 
Crunchy now but it will relax and mellow with time. 
Drink 2018–2022. Vintage Epicure. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 
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T
raditionally, Irish whiskey has been 
praised for its approachable nature: gen-
tle, fresh flavors, easy to mix into cock-
tails, affordably priced.

But that’s no longer a given. The ques-
tion that popped up over and over during this 
month’s tastings: When did Irish whiskey 
become so complex, dark and intense? 

Perhaps it’s the influence of 
raucous American whiskeys and 
moody Scotches. The bottles 
of Irish now filling out shelves 
include special cask finishes (not 
just former Bourbon and Sherry 
casks, but also Malaga, Bordeaux, 
Madeira, even rum barrels) and 
longer aging times (16, 18, 21 years and up). 

Many of these are limited editions offered 
with lofty price tags. For example, look to Mid-
leton’s Dair Ghaelach bottling ($270), a blend 
of 15- to 22-year-old whiskeys aged in barrels 
made of wood from one of 10 sustainably grown 
and harvested trees (the tree number is listed 
on the label). Noble endeavor or marketing gim-
mick? Either way, it’s delicious.

Perhaps this change was inevitable. “The 

perception that Irish whiskey is merely smooth 
and accessible—now we think that is almost 
insulting,” says Bernard Walsh, chairman of 
the Irish Whiskey Association and founder of 
Walsh Whiskey Distillery. “We want to rise 
above that and show we are more complex.” 
Mission accomplished.

Of course, plenty of light, grassy, fruity 
Irish bottlings are still available 
too. Knappogue Castle 12 Year 
Old Single Malt or Kinahan’s 
Blended surely would please tra-
ditional palates; so would a fun 
new bottling from Celtic rock 
favorite The Pogues.

As the category continues 
to evolve, Walsh recently traveled to Washing-
ton, where he and the Irish Ambassador to the 
U.S., Ann Anderson, met with U.S. government 
agencies and the Distilled Spirits Council. Their 
request: Give Irish whiskey protection as a geo-
graphic designation, similar to Bourbon.

In the meantime, Irish whiskey continues to 
surprise and delight, whether your taste runs 
to fruity and grassy or caramel-forward and 
intense. —Kara Newman

Meet the new, complex Irish Whiskey

When did Irish 
whiskey become so 
complex, dark and 

intense?
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96 Midleton Very Rare Irish Whiskey (Ireland; 
Pernod Ricard USA, New York, NY). Complex, 

robust, and hard to put down, this sipper offers big, 
buttery, toasty flavor. Look for crème brûlée and 
custard, caramel apple and brioche rounding into a 
gently spiced finish. Limited production. 
abv: 40% Price: $160

95 Barr an Uisce 1803 Single Malt Irish Whis-
key (Ireland; Niche Import Co., Cedar Knolls, 

NJ). Balancing fruit, spice and oak, this 10-year-old 
whiskey offers enticing orchard and stone-fruit aro-
mas warmed by a whiff of butterscotch. The palate 
opens with zingy baking spice and winds into a long 
exit with citrus peel and buttery brioche. A splash 
of water tames the spicy heat, but still leaves plenty 
of sprightly flavor. 
abv: 46% Price: $80

95 Green Spot Single Pot Still Irish Whiskey (Ire-
land; Pernod Ricard USA, New York, NY). The 

bold, fruit aroma suggests fresh-cut apples and hon-
eysuckle, while the silky palate offers deep, bold fla-
vor. Look for dark honey and clove, edging into tea, 
oak and cocoa midpalate. Apple freshness brightens 
the dry finish. An ice cube is the only adornment 
needed for this well-structured, tasty sipper.
abv: 40% Price: $65

94 Midleton Dair Ghaelach (Ireland; Pernod 
Ricard, Purchase, NY). Made with a range of 

15- to 22-year-old whiskies, this big, flavorful bot-
tling will remind some of bourbon. Look for a rich 
amber color and caramel scent, and a robust palate 
with tons of vanilla, peach and a warming cocoa and 
espresso-tinged finish. Add a splash of water to bal-
ance out the high proof. Note: Each label is marked 
with the number of the tree (sustainably grown and 
harvested) from which the barrel was made, mak-
ing this an ideal gift for an environmentally minded 
whiskey lover.
abv: 58.2% Price: $270

94 Tullamore Dew Single Malt 18 Years Old (Ire-
land; William Grant & Sons, New York, NY). A 

quartet of casks (Bourbon, Sherry, Port, Madeira) 
provide a spice-cake-like sipper. The complex, 
drying palate opens with candied citrus peel and 
almond, warms up with hints of molasses, ginger 
and vanilla, and finishes with rounded toffee, cocoa 
and spice.
abv: 41.3% Price: $110

94 Yellow Spot Single Pot Still Irish Whiskey 
Aged 12 Years (Ireland; Pernod Ricard USA, 

New York, NY). Aged in former Bourbon, Sherry and 
Malaga casks, look for a deep orange-gold hue and 
inviting baked-pear aroma. The robust, spiced pal-
ate offers brown sugar, honey, golden raisins and 
vanilla-tinged baked pear.
abv: 46% Price: $110

93 Green Spot Château Léoville Barton (Ire-
land; Pernod Ricard, Purchase, NY). Atten-

tion wine-lovers: Meet an Irish whiskey aged in 
former Bordeaux wine barrels—specifically, barrels 
from Château Léoville Barton, established by native 
Irishman Thomas Barton in 1725. The end result is 
a grassy, bright whiskey with a baked pear note mid-
palate and a subtly smoky finish. 
abv: 46% Price: $100

93 Knappogue Castle 12 Year Old Single Malt 
(Ireland; Castle Brands, New York, NY). The 

aroma is enticingly bright and fruity, like fresh 
pears, while the palate is silky and mellow. A fruity 
core is layered with vanilla, hints of salted butter-
scotch and buttery croissant, plus a light sprinkle of 
cinnamon and clove. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $42

93 Powers John’s Lane Release Aged 12 Years 
(Ireland; Pernod Ricard USA, New York, NY). 

A dark, moody, almost Scotch-like take on Irish 
whiskey. The concentrated aroma suggests caramel 
and vanilla. Meanwhile, the velvety palate starts 
at caramel but quickly deepens to dark chocolate, 
molasses and coconut, teased at the edges by camp-
fire smoke and mint, finishing with anise and black 
pepper heat. Think of s’mores held a little too long 
at the fire and you get the idea.
abv: 46% Price: $70

93 Redbreast Aged 21 Years (Ireland; Pernod 
Ricard USA, New York, NY). Burnished gold 

in the glass, this robust sipper offers complex 
vanilla, caramel, almond, butterscotch and honey. 
A splash of water opens up fruitier notes: dried 
apricot, buttery baked pear and a rounded, clove-
accented finish.
abv: 46% Price: $350

93 The Tyrconnell 10 Year Old Sherry Cask (Ire-
land; Beam Suntory, Chicago, IL). Break out 

the water and ice, because this Sherry-finished 
single malt is packing plenty of alcohol heat. That 
said, there’s also plenty of flavor: vanilla and but-
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terscotch, plum and dried apricot, plus baking spice 
and a whiff of smoke in the finish.
abv: 46% Price: $75

93 The Tyrconnell 16 Year Old (Ireland; Beam 
Suntory, Chicago, IL). For full review see 

page 22. 
abv: 46% Price: $100

92 Barr an Uisce Wicklow Rare Small Batch 
Blended Irish Whiskey (Ireland; Niche Import 

Co., Cedar Knolls, NJ). Made by Wicklow Hills Whis-
key Company, cut with water from the family well, 
and aged in former Bourbon and oloroso Sherry bar-
rels. The end result: a mild vanilla scent with hints 
of pineapple and lemon zest and a light, creamy pal-
ate. Look for vanilla, lemon cream and honey, fin-
ishing smoothly with ginger, cinnamon and cayenne 
heat. A splash of water teases out more vanilla, oak 
and a hint of cocoa sweetness.
abv: 43% Price: $50

92 Jameson The Cooper’s Croze (Ireland; Per-
nod Ricard USA, New York, NY). This new 

blended Irish whiskey is intended to showcase 
flavors imparted by the barrel. (A cooper makes 
barrels; a croze is a tool used to cut grooves in the 
barrel.) Look for a bright, fresh scent layered with 
fresh pear and sweet vanilla, which is echoed on the 
palate. Adding water coaxes out more vanilla, crème 
brûlée and baking spice. A real sipper, this whiskey 
warms all the way down.
abv: 43% Price: $70

92 Kinahan’s Single Malt Irish Whiskey Aged 10 
Years (Ireland; Craft + Estate–The Winebow 

Group, New York, NY). This golden whiskey has a 
gentle honey aroma and complex, layered flavor. 
Look for waxy honey, white flowers, dusty plum 
and black pepper tingle, finishing long, with a brisk, 
drying feel.
abv: 46% Price: $69

92 Knappogue Castle 16 Year Old Single Malt 
(Ireland; Castle Brands, New York, NY). This 

special-edition whiskey matured for 14 years in 
former Bourbon cask, then spent additional time 
in oloroso Sherry casks. The end result is a vanilla-
caramel scent and relatively dark flavors. Oak, car-
amel and toffee dominate, with baked pear in the 
middle and drying to vanilla, cocoa and clove on the 
finish. 
abv: 40% Price: $100

92 Slane Irish Whiskey Blend (Ireland; Brown-
Forman, Louisville, KY). An easy, elegant sip-

per, look for a gentle vanilla-caramel-almond profile 
on the nose and palate as well as a silky feel. Mild 
baked pear and dried apricot midpalate wind into 
a cinnamon and clove finish. Sip or mix. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $30

92 Tullamore Dew Trilogy 15 Years Old (Ireland; 
William Grant & Sons, New York, NY). This 

blended whiskey was matured in Sherry and Bour-

bon casks and finished in former rum casks—the 
latter an unusual touch for Irish whiskey. All this 
yields vanilla sweetness on the nose and palate, plus 
almond, creamy honey and an exceedingly long fin-
ish with plenty of ginger and sweet cinnamon sparks.
abv: 40% Price: $80

91 Kinahan’s Blended Irish Whiskey (Ireland; 
Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group, New York, 

NY). Made with a combination of whiskeys made 
with malted and unmalted barley, this is a gentle, 
versatile spirit to sip or mix. The honeyed scent leads 
into a light, sweet flavor profile that shows coconut 
and vanilla, plus a bracing sprinkle of nutmeg and 
cinnamon heat on the drying finish. Best Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $40

91 Powers Signature Release (Ireland; Pernod 
Ricard USA, New York, NY). This Sherry-

finished Irish whiskey has a vanilla and honey fra-
grance, with hints of white flowers and fresh basil. 
The silky palate echoes the vanilla and honey, plus 
juicy pear and finishing with dark chocolate and 
clove. Add a splash of water to soften the potent 
alcohol heat and watch the flavor profile subtly 
shift: more pear appears, alongside hints of white 
flowers and white peach, finishing with white choc-
olate and nutmeg. Best Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $45

91 Redbreast Lustau Edition (Ireland; Pernod 
Ricard USA, New York, NY). This robust 

newcomer is a collaboration between the master 
blender at Midleton Distillery and winemakers at 
Bodegas Lustau; the whiskey spends time in for-
mer oloroso Sherry barrels. Big, spicy flavors sweep 
over the palate in waves: vanilla, waxy honey, apple 
butter, dried apricot and dried fig, drying to chamo-
mile tea and oak midpalate, and winding into a rich 
honey finish.
abv: 46% Price: $70

91 The Pogues (Ireland; MS Walker, Somerville, 
MA). For full review see page 22. Best Buy.

abv: 40% Price: $40

91 The Tyrconnell 10 Year Old Madeira Cask (Ire-
land; Beam Suntory, Chicago, IL). This single 

malt has a fresh, bright scent with stone fruit and 
vanilla. The drying, relatively hot palate skews a bit 
darker, deepening to cocoa, oak, almond and dried 
apricot, plus a smoky hint in the finish and plenty of 
cinnamon and clove finish. A splash of water helps 
tone down the heat and softens flavors to vanilla, 
peach and ginger sizzle.
abv: 46% Price: $75

90 Brothership Irish-American Whiskey Aged 10 
Years (Ireland/USA; Millstone Spirits Group, 

Philadelphia, PA). For full review see page 22.
abv: 45% Price: $50

90 Flight of The Earl’s Blended Irish Whiskey 
(Ireland; Vision Wine & Spirits, Lyndhurst, 

NJ). The gentle honey scent edged with vanilla leads 

into the vanilla-forward palate, which also shows 
caramel, oak, and baking spice on the raucous, rela-
tively hot finish. A splash of water tames the heat 
nicely, dialing it back to vanilla and honey, with 
hints of pear and a mellow fade.
abv: 40% Price: $24

90 The Dubliner Irish Whiskey (Ireland; Pres-
tige Beverage Group, St. Paul, MN). For full 

review see page 22. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $27

90 The Tyrconnell 10 Year Old Port Cask (Ire-
land; Beam Suntory, Chicago, IL). This 

single malt has fresh, bright scents of pear, vanilla 
and almond. The palate shows darker fruit: plum 
and dried apricot, layered with almond and hints 
of smoke and clove. A splash of water mellows the 
potent alcohol heat, but dilutes the flavors to milder 
almond, coconut and just a whisper of stone fruit.
abv: 46% Price: $75

90 Tullamore Dew Single Malt 14 Years Old (Ire-
land; William Grant & Sons, New York, NY). 

A quartet of casks (Bourbon, Sherry, Port, Madeira) 
yield a gentle, mellow sipper, with vanilla on the 
nose and palate, plus cocoa and dark honey accents. 
Compared to the complex, bold 18-year-old expres-
sion, this is a much more restrained sip.
abv: 41.5% Price: $70

89 Clontarf 1014 (Ireland; Castle Brands, New 
York, NY). This honey-hued blended whis-

key offers vanilla, coconut and almond aromas and 
flavors plus touches of menthol and honeysuckle. 
The finish is quite spicy; cayenne and cinnamon 
prickle the tip of the tongue. 
abv: 40% Price: $30

89 Spade & Bushel Cask Strength 10 Years Old 
Single Malt Irish Whiskey (Ireland; Millstone 

Spirits Group, Philadelphia, PA). The fragrance of 
fresh-cut apples leads the nose. On the palate, look 
for green apple, pear and grass perked up with her-
baceous and menthol notes, plus a hint of smoke, 
smoothed with fleeting honey and vanilla-mint 
sweetness. The drying finish combines spearmint, 
ginger and black pepper heat. Limited edition.
abv: 57.7% Price: $40 for 375 ml 

89 The Dubliner Irish Liqueur (Ireland; Prestige 
Beverage Group, St. Paul, MN). Made with 

Irish whiskey and honeycomb liqueur, mix or serve 
as a dessert pairing. The distinctly sweet aroma 
hints at pecan pie. The palate isn’t overwhelmingly 
sweet and sips well, suggesting nuts, waxy honey, 
white chocolate, nutmeg and cinnamon.
abv: 30% Price: $28

87 Paddy Irish Whiskey (Ireland; Sazerac Com-
pany, Frankfort, KY). Pale gold in the glass, 

look for honey and vanilla, plus a thin ribbon of 
juicy apple and a faint plastic-y note. Recommended 
for mixing. 
abv: 40% Price: $20



98 Rodenbach Caractère Rouge Limited Edi-
tion Ale (Flanders Red Ale; Brewery Roden-

bach, Belgium). This is a selection that, if you find 
it, should absolutely not be missed. It starts with 
Rodenbach’s Vintage Ale, which is macerated with 
cranberries, raspberries and sour cherries for six 
months and then refermented in bottle. The result is 
a stunning, complex and remarkably balanced beer. 
A gorgeous ruby-mahogany color, with a light head 
that falls fast, it leads with vibrant scents of fresh 
whole cherry and berry that are accented by waves 
of oak and sour fruit. The palate is forward in flavor, 
yet surprisingly smooth and refined, with medium 
carbonation and refreshing sour acidity that bal-
ance the ripe red-fruit characteristics. The elegant 
finish boasts notes of dried cherry, raspberry, cocoa 
and wood that linger long. It’s not over-the-top in 
any one trait, and is a beer that exemplifies how 
poised and well-composed a fruited Flanders ale 
can be. Latis LLC. 
abv: 7% Price: $23/750 ml

97 Rodenbach Grand Cru Ale (Flanders Red Ale; 
Brewery Rodenbach, Belgium). For many, 

Rodenbach’s Grand Cru is the benchmark Flan-
ders red, or at the very least, a top example of the 
classic Belgian style. A mix of 1/3 young ale and 2/3 
two-year-old ale that’s aged in oak foeders, it pours 
a slightly muddied, dark mahogany-cherry color, 
with a tan head that fades fast. Tart, wild notes of 
vinegar, green apple, leather, barnyard and musty 
oak dominate the nose, while fruity tones of dark 
cherry and fig offer support. The mouthfeel is alive 
and invigorating, yet smooth and accessible, with 
great acidic lift and freshness that are countered 
by slightly plush red-fruit flavors and lingering 
toasted-wood and oak-spice accents. Soft, fine tan-
nins frame the dry finish. Latis LLC.
abv: 6% Price: $16/11.2 oz 4 pack

96 Rodenbach Vintage 2013 Limited Edition 
Ale (Flanders Red Ale; Brewery Rodenbach, 

Belgium). A foederbier, or single-foeder beer, this 

vintage release was aged for two years in foeder 
No. 149, the 59-year-old foeder that was selected 
by Brewmaster Rudi Ghequire as the top perform-
ing vat of the year. It is a well-balanced and com-
plex brew, showing its youth right now in assertive 
acetic characteristics, tannic texture and tight, wiry 
red-fruit tones, suggesting it is a beer that will 
evolve and mature well through 2019, at least. Cur-
rently, dried cherry, raspberry, Granny Smith apple, 
toasted oak, sour funk and balsamic vinegar notes 
dominate, with accents of wood spice and lemon 
oil on the dry, pleasantly astringent finish. Sour yet 
smooth on the palate, it’s supported by just-enough 
sweet fruit tones. Latis LLC. 
abv: 7% Price: $19/750 ml

95 Bruery Terreux 2016 Oude Tart (Flanders Red 
Ale; Bruery Terreux, California). This selec-

tion, a Flemish-style red ale aged in red-wine oak 
barrels for up to 18 months, is an excellent American 
interpretation of the traditional Belgian style. It’s 
currently drinking quite young and austere, pouring 
a rich mahogany color with initial fruity aromas of 
tart cranberry and cherry that are laced with hints 
of Bretty funk, vinegar, vanilla and oak. The smooth 
yet lively palate offers more of the same, though 
the fruit veers towards a darker spectrum (think 
plum, date and fig) coupled with notes of caramel 
and toasted oak before turning back towards lively, 
sour red-fruit characteristics and a leathery accent 
on the long close. 
abv: 7.7% Price: $20/750 ml

92 Bruery Terreux 2015 Oude Tart with Boysen-
berries (Flanders Red Ale; Bruery Terreux, 

California). This brilliant dark-pink pour is made 
from Terreux’s Oude Tart Flemish-style red ale, with 
over two gallons of boysenberry purée added to each 
barrel during the final stage of aging. The result is a 
vibrant and fruit-forward beer, with intense scents 
of fresh boysenberry and raspberry that are hit by 
musty oak, earth and wild funk. The palate follows 
through on the fruity aromas, lifted by tart notes of 
balsamic and lactic acid that enliven the rich fruit 
flavors and smooth buttery-oak tones. The round 
mouthfeel boasts ample carbonation, while soft tan-
nins and notes of vanilla and leather grace the finish.
abv: 8.3% Price: $23/750 ml

91 Rodenbach Classic Ale (Flanders Red Ale; 
Brewery Rodenbach, Belgium). Don’t let the 

fact that this is Rodenbach’s “entry-level” beer 
deter you—while it’s the most approachable and 
accessible of the bunch, it’s certainly not light on 
flavor or experience. A blend of 75% young ale and 
25% two-year-old ale aged in oak foeders, it pours 
a hazy brown color, with mahogany-red glimmers. 
The bouquet is bright and fresh, brimming with ripe 
raspberry and strawberry aromas that are accented 
by hits of forest floor, vinegar and wild funk. The 
palate is light and refreshing, with medium carbon-
ation and abundant flavors of tart green apple and 
white grape. Rich accents of caramel, vanilla and 
sweet spice dance softly on the end. Latis LLC.
abv: 5.2% Price: $13/11.2 oz 4 pack
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W
ild beers (those fermented with wild 
yeasts and bacteria) have gone main-
stream. Well, maybe not totally main-
stream, but they’re certainly enjoying a 

moment, with many beer drinkers turning to the 
style to experience exciting, eye-opening beers. 

American wild ales are particularly popu-
lar. They are a result of American brewers tak-
ing classic European styles and 
techniques stateside, oftentimes 
creating their own specialized 
equipment (like coolships, a type 
of fermentation vessel) or add-
ing fruits or spices. 

Many domestic brewer-
ies are looking for ways to meet 
this increased demand. The 
team at The Bruery, for example, 
recently created a new brand line, called Bruery 
Terreux, with a dedicated space, equipment and 
staff to concentrate on farmhouse-style wild 
and sour ales. The result is more unique bot-
tlings, like the playful Frucht line and the Oude 
Tart with Boysenberries reviewed below.

But for many, European “wild” styles are 
sacred, and among the best and most renowned 

selections are Belgium’s Flanders red ales. The 
style is epitomized by the beers of Rodenbach 
brewery, founded in 1836. These brews reflect 
regional brewing traditions—the beer is aged for 
up to two years, often in huge oak vessels which 
contain the wild yeasts and bacteria needed 
to sour the beer, and old and young beers are 
blended to balance sourness and acidity. 

Typically light- to medium- 
bodied, with mahogany-like 
coloring, they are notorious 
for pronounced sour, tart and 
fruity aromas and flavors pro-
duced by wild yeast strains and 
bacteria. Those characteristics 
are balanced by a malty core 
and rich fruit flavors. A tan-
nic texture and dry finish come 

from oak aging. They are complex beers that are 
frequently compared to fine red wines in their 
acidic and textural attributes, and can often age 
gracefully for years after release.

Whether you’re eager to taste new-school 
pours or turn to the tried-and-true classics, it’s 
hard not to enjoy such wild explorations.

Prost! —Lauren Buzzeo

Red and wild
BEER

Among the 
best and most 

renowned 
selections are 

Belgium’s Flanders 
red ales.
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