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BORDEAUX
WHITE WINES

PESSAC-LÉOGNAN

100 Château Haut-Brion 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
Full of ripe fruit, opulent and concen-

trated, this is a fabulous and impressive wine. It has 
a beautiful line of acidity balanced with ripe fruits. 
The wood aging is subtle, just a hint of smokiness 
and toast. This is one of those wines, from a great 
white wine vintage, that will age many years. Drink 
from 2024. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $848 

97 Château La Mission Haut-Brion 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. With 83% Sémillon in the blend, 

this wine has weight as well as richness. At the same 
time, it has a crisp edge, a smoky character from 

wood aging and the fine balance between citrus and 
more exotic fruits. It is a wine to age for many years. 
Drink from 2022. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $698 

97 Château Smith Haut Lafitte 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. For full review see page 3. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

97 Domaine de Chevalier 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
This is a structured wine with its tight acidity 

and concentrated white and citrus fruits. Produced 
from a small parcel on the Chevalier estate, it is com-
plex with its mineral texture, its touch of pepper and 
its fine herbal acidity. It is a wine for long-term aging. 
Drink from 2023. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

96 Château Malartic-Lagravière 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. A tightly coiled rich wine that has 

great acidity as well as a lively structure. Touched by 
spice from wood aging as well as intense citrus, it is 
fruity, firm and strongly textured. Drink this impres-
sive still-young wine from 2022. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

95 Château de Fieuzal 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
Spice from wood aging gives this rich wine 

its great character. It is supported by the tropical 
and white fruits. It is developing into a ripe full 
wine, delicious with its acidity and with its tangy 
aftertaste. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

95 Château Latour-Martillac 2014 Pessac-Léo-
gnan. The wine is rich with layers of wood 

aging and ripe tropical fruits. Pineapple and peach 
dominate, cut with some attractive lime acidity. Full 
of the fruit of the vintage with a texture of serious 
intent, the wine is tight, tangy and likely to age well. 
Drink from 2022. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

95 Château Olivier 2014 Pessac-Léognan. The 
wine shows the success of white wines in 

the 2014 vintage. Initially it has lively acidity and 
a crisp texture. Then the palate fills out with com-
plex citrus, pineapple and apricot flavors. The after-
taste—juicy and tangy—is already delicious. Drink 
from 2021. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

94 Château Bouscaut 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
Intense citrus is overlaid by the ripe pine-

apple and tropical fruit. This delicious complex 
wine, with its tangy acidity, tightly coiled texture 
and touches of wood aging, is packed with great 
fruit. Drink from 2021. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Château Haut-Brion 2014 La Clarté de Haut-
Brion (Pessac-Léognan). This second wine 

of whites from both Haut-Brion and La Mission 
Haut-Brion is both rich and intensely crisp. It has a 
fine blend between great acidity and grapefruit fruit 
and a more tropical element. The tangy texture is 
taut with a mineral edge. Drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $91 

92 Château Carbonnieux 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
This is all citrus and herbal flavors from an 

estate noted for its pure white wines. It makes for a 
tight zesty wine with a chalky mineral texture. The 
fruits are developing to give a crisp wine that’s full 
of fruit along with intense acidity. Drink from 2022. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Château Couhins 2014 Pessac-Léognan. This 
is a bright wine—still a little closed but 

promising fine fruitiness for the future. With herbal 
acidity, lemon and grapefruit flavors and a zesty 

BORDEAUX
Bordeaux 2014: Bursting with fruit and value

T
he 2014 vintage is the year Bordeaux came 
back to the market. After three less than 
stellar vintages (2011, 2012 and 2013), 
this vintage has produced many excellent 

wines, some verging on superb, with quality 
that reaches deep into the unclassified estates. 

The 2014 vintage sings of fruit. The wines 
are open, delicious and juicy. 
Even at the top level, not always 
pleasant to taste at this age, the 
combination of fruit and succu-
lent acidity is a joy. And because 
there are enough tannins, the 
red wines will age for many years 
to come. 

I take the greatest plea-
sure in tasting “everyday” Bor-
deaux. These are the wines that 
consumers don’t need a second 
mortgage to buy, often selling for $25 or less. In 
a good year, like 2014, these are the wines that 
should be delicious and ready to drink young. 
Search out these wines and you won’t be dis-
appointed.

The greatest glories of 2014 are the white 
wines. Because it is a year where the fresh, 

vibrant acidity abounds, the white wines shine. 
Pay particular attention to selections from 
Pessac- Léognan.

A word of advice when buying these wines: 
Some wines are only available in small quanti-
ties. Production numbers can be small and bot-
tles are distributed around the world as well as 

at home in France. So if your 
first choice is not easily avail-
able, check with the importer or 
online to see if it can be shipped 
from another state.

No matter what you end up 
buying from 2014, enjoy the fact 
that Bordeaux has come back 
with a bang.

Although Bordeaux is the 
star of this issue’s Buying 
Guide, we also review some 

stellar wines from Alsace, as well as selections 
from Tuscany and Spain. From the New World, 
check out reviews of wines from Australia, 
California, Oregon and Virginia. And, as always, 
be sure to check out our complete database, 
with thousands more reviews, at winemag.
com/ratings —Roger Voss

Even at the top 
level, not always 
pleasant to taste 

at this age, the 
combination of 

fruit and succulent 
acidity is a joy.
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98 Williams Selyem 2014 Coastlands Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Pretty as all 

get-out, this wine is a floral masterpiece —a study in 
coastal rose and forest scents with a counterpunch 
of white pepper that leaves one wanting more. Juicy 
raspberry, strawberry and tangerine flavors are sea-
soned in allspice and tobacco, the palate so beauti-
fully delicate yet fully realized in savory complexity 
and length. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $75 

97 Château Smith Haut Lafitte 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. Dense and beautifully ripe, this 

is a rounded rich wine. It focuses on the tropical 
yellow-fruit spectrum. That gives a full wine with 
wood-spice hints and just the right amount of citrus 
acidity to give it a lift. Drink this finely structured 
wine from 2023. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

96 Daou 2013 Soul of a Lion Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Adelaida District). This rich, hearty 

and ultimately lovely blend of 82% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, 10% Cabernet Franc and 8% Petit Verdot still 
needs time to open up. When it does, expect dense 
and pure aromas of blueberry, black currant, graph-
ite and nose-tickling spice. The palate’s intense 
structure, though shy for now, reveals charred beef, 
coffee, caramel, black cherry and dried rose flavors. 
Drink 2019–2030. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $150 

96 Domaine Weinbach 2015 Clos des Capucins 
Cuvée Ste Catherine Schlossberg Grand Cru 

Riesling (Alsace). A fragrant and pure nose of slightly 
floral tangerine peel opens this wine. It offers a ripe 
fruit-driven dance of aromas and freshness—think 
tangerine, ripe lemon, crisp apple and a beguiling 
floral dimension. Lovely now in its primary-flavored 
youth, it’s certain to become even more disarming in 
the future. Drink 2020–2035 or later if you like it 
really mature. Vineyard Brands. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $64 

96 Epoch Estate Wines 2013 Block B Paderewski 
Vineyard Syrah (Paso Robles). This wine 

from Jordan Fiorentini is a stunning study in how to 
achieve extreme richness with elegance. Deep black 
cherry, violet, espresso, milk chocolate and vanilla 
pastry show on the nose. On the palate, chalky, soft 
tannins bring forth baked blueberry, star anise and 
clove flavors, with floral tones and acidic lift on the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $90 

96 Hickinbotham 2013 The Peake Cabernet-
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). This is a top example 

of the classic Australian blend. Cabernet (57%) 
provides cigar box aromas and elongates the fin-
ish, while Shiraz (43%) fills out the midpalate. The 
combination is full-bodied yet muscular, generous 
yet firmly structured. Essence of cassis is framed 
by hints of vanilla and cedar, while the long finish 
shows off chewy tannins and mouthwatering acids. 
Drink 2023–2035, and posssibly beyond. Majestic 
Imports. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $150 

The Wine Enthusiast 
Buying Guide

The Buying Guide includes ratings and reviews of new-release 
and selected older beverage alcohol products evaluated by Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine’s editors and other qualified tasters. Regular 
contributors to our Buying Guide include Tasting Director/Senior 
Editor Lauren Buzzeo, Executive Editor Susan Kostrzewa, Manag-
ing Editor Joe Czerwinski, Tasting Coordinators Carrie Dykes and 
Fiona Adams, Contributing Editors Michael Schachner, Anna Lee C. 
Iijima, Mike DeSimone, Jeff Jenssen and Spirits Editor Kara New-
man in New York; European Editor Roger Voss in France; Italian Edi-
tor Kerin O’Keefe in Switzerland; Contributing Editor Anne Krebiehl 
in England; Contributing Editors Virginie Boone, Jim Gordon and 
Matt Kettmann in California; and Contributing Editors Paul Gregutt 
and Sean Sullivan in Washington.

If a wine was evaluated by a single reviewer, that taster’s ini-
tials appear following the note. When no initials appear follow-
ing a wine review, the wine was evaluated by two or more review-
ers and the score and tasting note reflect the input of all tasters. 
Unless otherwise stated, all spirit reviews are by Kara Newman 
and all beer reviews are by Lauren Buzzeo.

Each review contains a score, the full name of the product, its 
suggested national retail price, its alcohol (abv) as reported to us 
by the submitter and a tasting note. If price or alcohol content 
cannot be confirmed, NA (not available) will be printed. Prices 
are for 750-ml bottles unless otherwise indicated. 

TASTING METHODOLOGY AND GOALS
All tastings reported in the Buying Guide are performed blind. 
Typically, products are tasted in peer-group flights of from 5–8 
samples. Reviewers may know general information about a flight 
to provide context—vintage, variety or appellation—but never 
the producer or retail price of any given selection. When possible, 
products considered flawed or uncustomary are retasted. 

ABOUT THE SCORES
Ratings reflect what our editors felt about a particular product. 
Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
tasting note to learn about a product’s special characteristics.

 Classic 98–100: The pinnacle of quality.
 Superb 94–97: A great achievement.
 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
 Very Good 87–89: Often good value; well recommended.
 Good 83–86: Suitable for everyday consumption;  
  often good value.
 Acceptable 80–82: Can be employed in casual, less- 
  critical circumstances.

Products deemed Unacceptable (receiving a rating below 80 
points) are not reviewed.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
Editors’ Choice products are those that offer excellent qual-

ity at a price above our Best Buy range, or a product at any price 
with unique qualities that merit special attention.

Cellar Selections are products deemed highly collectible 
and/or requiring time in a temperature-controlled wine cellar to 
reach their maximum potential. A Cellar Selection designation 
does not mean that a product must be stored to be enjoyed, but 
that cellaring will probably result in a more enjoyable bottle. In 
general, an optimum time for cellaring will be indicated.

Best Buys are products that offer a high level of quality in 
relation to price. Wines meriting this award are generally priced 
at $15 or less, and are designated Best Buys after surpassing a 
specific quality-to-price ratio benchmark.

SUBMITTING PRODUCTS FOR REVIEW
Products should be submitted to the appropriate reviewing lo-
cation as detailed in our FAQ, available online via winemag.com/
contact-us. Inquiries should be addressed to the Tasting & Review 
Department at 914.345.9463 or email tastings@wineenthusiast.
net. There is no charge for submitting products. We make 
every effort to taste all products submitted for review, but there 
is no guarantee that all products submitted will be tasted, or 
that reviews will appear in the magazine. All samples must be 
accompanied by the appropriate submission forms, which may 
be downloaded from our Web site.

LABELS
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
the opportunity to submit labels only after the reviews have been 
finalized and assigned to a specific issue. Labels are reproduced 
and printed along with tasting notes and scores. For information 
on label  purchases, contact Denise Valenza at 813.571.1122; fax 
866.896.8786; or email dvalenza@wineenthusiast.net.

Find all reviews on our fully searchable database at  
winemag.com/ratings
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96 Ken Wright 2014 Abbott Claim Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Somehow, in 

a stellar 2014 lineup, this vineyard designate stands 
out, as the 2012 did when it was the Wine Enthusi-
ast 2015 wine of the year. Power and precision work 
in tandem here. The fruit blend conjures up melon, 
berry, cherry and more, and the oak has the gentlest 
touch to its presence. There’s tremendous midpalate 
concentration, and the clear sense that this could age 
for decades. Let’s just say drink 2018 through 2030. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

96 Ken Wright 2014 Bryce Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Ribbon Ridge). This riveting wine displays 

the exceptional finesse and precision that fruit from 
this AVA can deliver. It’s Pinot Noir expressed in the 
most subtle and demanding way. Beautifully orches-
trated red fruits, sappy acids, lush spices, perfect 
balance and an immaculate mineral-soaked finish 
are all on display. Drink 2018 through 2030. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $63 

96 Le Dôme 2014 Saint-Émilion. This almost 
100% Cabernet Franc single-vineyard wine 

is perfumed and ripe. The velvet tannins and ripe 
black fruits are fine, structured and with enormous 
potential. The wine is generous, opulent and worthy 
of serious aging. Drink from 2027. World’s End LLC. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $175 

96 Stolo 2014 Estate Syrah (San Luis Obispo 
County). This is possibly the most savory 

rendition of Syrah made on the Central Coast, each 
vintage as feral as the last. This bottling shows 
bloody lamb, crushed peppercorn, soy and barn-
yard elements on the nose. The palate is tense with 
tarry structure, revealing unusual kelp, stewed pep-
percorn, black miso and teriyaki flavors. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

96 Williams Selyem 2014 Lewis MacGregor 
Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). This wine shows a high degree of spiciness 
with a rose petal-like flourish—a stellar first effort 
from a new estate vineyard along Eastside Road. 
Brambly raspberry and dark cherry flavors seem 
brushed by a subtle waft of campfire smoke and 
molten chocolate, all swirling together in the glass 
as a lengthy, lively palate framed by acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $85 

95 Benovia 2014 Tilton Hill Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). From an estate vineyard planted 

high atop the Sebastopol Hills near Freestone, this 
wine impresses from start to finish. It shows unique 
white pepper and floral aromas, while a seamless 
texture supports its succulent cranberry and cherry 
flavors, a long, lingering accent of nutmeg spice 
rounding out the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

95 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Single Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Seductive and velvety, this concentrated Pinot 
Noir is richly layered in raspberry cherry cordial, 
cardamom and cola flavors. Pine and allspice notes 
contribute a homey spiciness as as the fullness of 
the wine lingers into a long finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $72 

95 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Angel Camp Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). This beautiful 

wine further confirms the high level of quality in the 
Pinot Noirs from Dan Goldfield and Steve Dutton. 
It has a profusion of ripe black cherry and currant 
flavors, backed by firm acidity and fine-grained tan-
nins, giving it grip. Its balance of concentrated fruit 
flavors and solid structure indicates a long life in 
the cellar. Best after 2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

95 Kynsi 2013 Precious Stone Stone Corral Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). This bottling 

comes from the best blocks and barrels from this 
single vineyard, co-owned by a number of Edna Val-
ley luminaries. The result is stunning, with baked 
raspberry, strawberry, maple, and peppery bacon 
aromas comprising a spicy, exotic nose. Black plum 
fruit melds with white pepper and crushed herbs, 
diving into tangy strawberry and sandalwood 
incense notes on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $62 
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95 Merry Edwards 2014 Flax Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). From a Westside 

Road-adjacent vineyard in the heart of the northern 
Middle Reach, Flax is rocky and the vines a decade 
old. Expect luxurious power and a velvety mouth-
feel from this wine, its black tea, pomegranate and 
rhubarb flavors brushed with allspice, sage and 
cola.  —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

95 Vieux Château Mazerat 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
This powerful ripe wine has firm tannins 

that are so well integrated. With acidity and with 
rich black fruit, the wine is concentrated and dense. 
From a small parcel on the slope of Saint-Emilion, 
it is a wine to age for many years. Drink from 2026. 
World’s End LLC. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $150 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Allen Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Another long-

time standout for Williams Selyem, Allen Vineyard 
fruit imparts textural subtleties and a wealth of 
minerality and freshness. Citrus-driven in its cran-
berry and orange flavors, it shows depth and com-
plexity, accented by lively thyme and clove notes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $82 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Foss Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Smoky clove 

and rose petal aromas underlie a delicately complex 
fruitiness in this wine, its cranberry and pome-
granate flavors complemented by cardamon, dried 
herb and savory black tea. Light-bodied and fresh, 
it offers an indelible silkiness on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Precious Mountain 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). From 

an organic, dry farmed vineyard, this wine is as feral 
as the forest—a study in wild boar, wildflowers and 
dried herbs. Bright acidity buoys that meaty qual-
ity in the form of tart rhubarb and strawberry tea 
flavors. Floral on the nose and palate, it’s spicy too, 
with bold seasonings of clove and pepper. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $95 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Rochioli Riverblock 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Full and plush on the palate, this wine shines in 
spicy red and black cherry, offering both a juicy core 
and sculpted texture. Finishing long, it retains a 
freshness of acidity, fine tannin and seamless oak. 
A dark, earthy expression of the grape with a twist 
of spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $82 

94 Blue Oasis 2014 Docker Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Mendocino County). This is a terrific 

discovery from a tiny winery and remote hilltop 
vineyard near the Pacific Coast. It’s deep in color, 
with aromas evocative of forest floor, rhubarb and 
rosemary. The palate is woven in structure and 
enticing fruit and spice flavors. Balance, complexity 
and moderate tannins combine in an attractive pro-
file and unique personality. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

94 Daou 2013 Mayote (Adelaida District). 
Smoked beef and pork aromas with hints of 

flint, licorice and black currant show on the nose of 
this 45% Syrah, 43% Cabernet Sauvignon and 12% 
Petit Verdot blend. The palate is soft upon entry, 
growing sticky with robust tannins as it opens, and 
offering black peppercorn, teriyaki and lavish black 
cherry flavors. Drink 2019–2033. Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $100 

94 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse West Slope 
Single Vineyard Pinot Noir (Carneros). Tin-

gly acidity complements the lush, full-bodied con-
centration of this estate-grown beauty. It’s both soft 
and sensual in tone. Pine, orange peel and pome-
granate notes play against the richness and add 
freshness to the chewy tannin. Best enjoyed 2024 
through 2034. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 
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94 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Devil’s Gulch Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Marin County). Dense and 

concentrated, this wine is ultra-smooth in texture, 
offering an abundance of red and black cherry, 
dark plum and baking spice aromas. One of the few 
Pinots grown in Marin County, it has great depth 
and a memorable flavor profile that lingers long into 
the finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $68 

94 Epoch Estate Wines 2013 Estate Blend 
(Paso Robles). Sourced from the estate’s 

Paderewski and Catapult vineyards, this blend of 
32% Syrah, 25% Grenache, 25% Mourvèdre, 10% 
Tempranillo and 8% Zinfandel bursts with black-
berry, baking spice, violet and Concord grape aro-
mas. Framed by firm but ready tannins, the palate 
shows blackberry, cola, white pepper and dried lav-
ender flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 Bucher Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). One of the first pro-

ducers to work with Bucher Vineyard fruit, this 
shows familiarity and comfort in its ability to coax 
black cherry, pomegranate and allspice flavors, 
wrapping them in a voluptuous mouthfeel. Full-
bodied and lushly layered, it’s lengthy with a touch 
of smoke. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 Mazie Rose Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). From the BudBreak Vine-

yard, this lengthy and complex wine is bold and 
fresh—an exploration of cranberry and orange fla-
vors complemented by spicy acidity. It continues to 
unveil itself in the glass, revealing additional com-
ponents of toasted oak and forest mushroom. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 Rolling Thunder Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine is from 

the Riddle Ranch above Occidental, a cool, coastal 
village strongly influenced by the Pacific Ocean. 
Reduced on the nose, it offers brightly woven rasp-
berry and strawberry flavors, rounded by sizable, 
firm tannins and a midpalate girth that finds relief 
in rose petal and zesty allspice notes on the finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 The True Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Meant to impart the meaning of 

the “true” Sonoma Coast, this bottling hails from 
Campbell Ranch near Annapolis. It impresses with 
its lush complexity: cherry grenadine and forest 
floor scents, with cardamom spice and a hint of 
orange peel. It’s full-bodied and densely powerful. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Justin 2013 Isosceles (Paso Robles). This 
hearty blend of 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

16% Cabernet Franc and 9% Merlot is what put 
Justin on the map, and it still impresses with its 
elegantly woven tobacco, leather, cocoa, blueberry, 
and caramel aromas. It hits the palate softly, show-
ing black cherry, baking spice, milk chocolate and 
faint mint notes, ending in a finish that reveals a 
firm tannic structure. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $72 

94 Justin 2013 Savant (Paso Robles). This 
blend of Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Gre-

nache and Petite Sirah is quite dark in the glass, 
with blueberry, sharp cedar, clove and vanilla aro-
mas. It coats the palate with soft, lavish tannins, 
offering zesty black fruit with cappuccino, teriyaki 
and cracked pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $50 

94 Merry Edwards 2014 Cuvée August Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Named for Edwards’ 

first grandchild, born in this vintage year, this wine 
is made from fruit sourced from Meredith Estate 
Vineyard. Velvety smooth and perfumed, it offers 
piquant pepper and cardamom scents, along with 
intense rhubarb compote and raspberry flavors. It 
shows both purpose and quiet power, wrapped in 
violet and rose. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $98 
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94 Merry Edwards 2014 Klopp Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Layered black cherry, 

cola and raspberry flavors laced with cardamom and 
clove make this medium-bodied red succulently 
memorable. It’s balanced and forgiving, its supple 
texture yielding to a creaminess on the finish that’s 
irresistible. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $66 

94 Vineyard 511 2012 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Diamond Mountain District). This 

wine is estate-grown and from a single one-acre 
vineyard, entirely varietal and quite impressive. 
Soft, integrated tannin and oak are present but 
behaved, allowing for deeply satisfying layers of 
black olive, blackberry and bittersweet chocolate 
to evolve and intermingle on the palate. Big-boned, 
this wine shows balance and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $140 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Weir Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yorkville Highlands). This full-bodied, 

well-oaked wine offers vanilla, coconut, cinnamon 
and red cherry aromas that meet tart cranberry, 
strawberry, nutmeg and cream flavors. It’s expan-
sive, well-balanced, spicy and delicious and will 
taste best after 2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $58 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Williams Selyem 
Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). This is a soft, complex and floral wine, 
sourced from an estate vineyard on Westside Road. 
Black cherry, tangerine and oak reduction make for 
a bright, brooding combination of medium-bodied 
lushness and subtle power. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $105 

93 Baileyana 2014 El Pico Pinot Noir (Edna Val-
ley). Named for a small volcanic outcrop on 

the Niven family’s sprawling property, this bottling 
from winemaker Christian Roguenant shows hearty 
black cherry, vanilla and star anise spice on the 
nose. The palate is extremely floral, with lavender, 
violet and elderflower scents, along with plum skin 
and crushed slate flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

93 Château Le Boscq 2014 Saint-Estèphe. This 
estate, dating back to the 18th century and 

close to the Gironde estuary, has produced a rich 
wine. Young tannins and fine fruity acidity are both 
present in a wine that is serious and dense. Its 
weight, ripeness and the potential of the black-cur-
rant fruit will all allow it to age. Drink from 2022. 
Thiénot USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

93 Col d’Orcia 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. New 
leather, truffle, sun-baked soil, menthol 

and grilled herb aromas practically jump out of the 
glass. The big, chewy palate delivers mature wild 
cherry, black raspberry, licorice and tobacco note s, 
set against a backdrop of firm, fine-grained tannins. 
Drink 2020–2027. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Single Vine-
yard Reserve Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-

ley). With a sizable presence on the nose and a pal-
ate evocative of black cherry, strawberry compote 
and orange peel, this wine speaks volumes in terms 
of texture and body. Its full-bodied concentration is 
supported by generous oak. Despite all that power, 
the tannins remain demure and relatively behaved. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $90 

93 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Dutton Ranch Walker 
Hill Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Valley). 

This resplendent white offers a wealth of wet stone 
minerality and crisp, lemony acidity, with just a sub-
tle hint of oak. From old vines, it boasts tangerine 
and anise flavors on the palate, with tropical notes 
of guava and mango and a jolt of nuttiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 
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93 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 McDougall Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). The vine-

yard from which this wine is sourced sits along the 
Gualala River in view of the Pacific Ocean, enjoying 
coastal weather and elevations of up to 1,100 feet. 
Baked blueberry pie laced with clove is the first 
impression, supported by bright acidity. Exotic in 
profile, it imparts cedar and tea notes, its tannins 
fine yet tenacious. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

93 Ernest & Julio Gallo 2014 Estate Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This wine opens in 

a flurry of pungent apple blossom and orange zest 
aromas. On the palate, it shows a zesty fullness of 
apple, Meyer lemon and lemongrass flavor, comple-
mented by competing notions of stony minerality 
and lush creaminess on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

93 Hickinbotham 2013 Trueman Cabernet Sau-
vignon (McLaren Vale). Austere, tannic and 

chewy, this Cabernet could use a few years in the 
cellar. Classic mint and cassis notes are framed by 
cedar and vanilla, but the fruit comes through on 
the firm, dusty finish, a sign of positive things to 
come. Drink 2020–2030. Majestic Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

93 Megan Anne 2014 Black Love Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This best-barrel blend 

spent 16 months in 40% new oak, and is comprised 
of fruit from the Nysa and Lachini vineyards, which 
are also featured as vineyard designate bottlings for 
this new project from Mark McNeilly (of Mark Ryan 
Winery). The oak is showing strongly at the moment, 
with baking spices galore, suggesting gingerbread 
cookies and dried cherries. The tannins could use a 
bit more bottle age to soften up, but it’s built to last. 
Drink 2020–2030. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $70 

93 Merry Edwards 2013 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). From 

a vineyard site long tapped by both this producer 
and others, this beautifully crafted white is rich in a 
swirl of apple pie, fig and anise aromas and offers a 
voluptuous texture and mouthfeel. That concentra-
tion is complemented by crisp acidity, allowing for 
both balance and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 Pian delle Vigne 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Alluring wild berry, truffle, Mediterranean 

herb and tilled soil aromas lead the nose of this 
delicious red. The fresh, balanced palate delivers 
crushed raspberry, juicy black cherry, star anise 
and chopped mint flavors, while a cinnamon note 
closes the finish. Firm, polished tannins provide the 
elegant framework. Drink 2018–2027. Ste. Michelle 
Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

93 Piña 2013 D’Adamo Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). A 100% varietal, sin-

gle-vineyard wine, aged nearly two years in French 
oak, 65% new, this is expansive in chalky red fruit 
and rustic saddle leather notes, the tannins billowy 
and round. A rich cocoa-like undertone plays nicely 
on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

93 Seal Beach 2013 Taylor Noelle Pence Ranch 
Vineyard Clone 459 Pinot Noir (Santa Bar-

bara County). There’s been lots to like from this 
SoCal winery, and this bottling adds to the list. 
Rusty in color, it offers cranberry, strawberry, sage-
brush and iron aromas. The palate pops with zesty 
pomegranate fruit, lifted by herbal garrigue notes 
and spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

93 Seal Beach 2011 Natalie Grace Harrison 
Clarke Vineyard Syrah (Ballard Canyon). 

This winery, with its Los Alamitos tasting room 
east of Long Beach, sources from a variety of vine-
yards to make some impressive wines. This bottling 
shows crushed black pepper, tar, roasted lamb and 
savory herb notes on the nose. The palate is tangy 
with underripe boysenberry, thyme, black tea and 
roasted lamb flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 
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93 Sierra Cantabria 2013 Finca El Bosque (Rioja). 
Aromas of cola nut, bacon, blackberry, lico-

rice and wood smoke announce a raw rugged palate 
that’s not nearly as plump and lush as it normally is: 
a clear reflection of the cool 2013 vintage in Rioja. Dry 
peppery black-fruit flavors finish with toasty oak and 
licorice notes. Although rough and rugged now, this 
should improve little by little through about 2030. 
Fine Estates From Spain. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $152 

93 Stolo 2014 Hillside Reserve Estate Pinot Noir 
(San Luis Obispo County). Cherry pie aromas 

kick off the nose of this bottling from a steep hilll-
side site behind Cambria. Clove, nutmeg and maple-
cured bacon notes follow. Blackberry, vanilla and 
clove flavors glide on the palate, which offers ample 
tannins and acidity for cellaring, although the wine 
is delicious now. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $46 

93 Talley 2014 Rincon Vineyard Estate Bottled 
Pinot Noir (Arroyo Grande Valley). Soft 

yet dark aromas of alpine strawberry, blackberry, 
pepper and leather need time to open on this bot-
tling’s tightly packed nose. With patience, the pal-
ate releases layers of flavor, from cranberry and 
pomegranate to wild herb, crushed rocks and earthy 
spices. Drink 2018–2028. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $64 

93 Three 2014 Bigelow Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). Big, powerful and confidently ripe, 

this full-bodied wine oozes with luscious black-
berry, wild sage and blueberry flavors that seem-
ingly melt in the mouth. A great example of the late 
harvest style without being sweet, it’s dry, concen-
trated and persistent on the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $34 

93 Williams Selyem 2014 Hirsch Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Forest, mint and 

campfire scents are complemented by brambly 
black cherry in this explosively complex wine. Soft 
and subtle, it has juicy layers of cranberry, orange 
and maraschino, with a roundness and firmness to 
the strong tannin. The finish is all about coffee, car-
damom and five-spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $82 

92 Aberrant Cellars 2015 Philtrum Pinot Noir 
Blanc (Willamette Valley). This intriguing 

category—white wine made from red grapes—finds 
another winner in this new release from Aberrant 
Cellars. A pale copper hue, it’s rich and full bodied, 
loaded with flavors of poached pear. Highlights of 
pepper and toast give way to a finish that somehow 
suggests Butterfinger candy. It’s flat out gorgeous 
from start to finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

92 Aberrant Cellars 2014 Confero Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Comprised of multiple 

clones from five different vineyards, this excep-
tional value includes a rich cohesive core of pur-
ple fruits, amplified with barrel flavors of toasted 
coconut and bright spice. Everything is beautifully 
focused across the full palate, and even after being 
open for a full 24 hours, the wine tastes fresh and 
delicious. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $29 

92 Ancient Peaks 2014 Renegade (Santa Mar-
garita Ranch). There is a lot to like in this 

blend of 80% Syrah, 18% Malbec and 2% Petit 
Verdot, which offers deep blackberry, black cherry, 
star anise and pie crust on the ripe, exotically spicy 
nose. The palate is rich with black cherry and 
vanilla flavors, cut by dark spice, lingering acidity 
and tannic depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $24 

92 Baileyana 2014 Firepeak Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). This wine from Champagne native 

Christian Roguenant hits all the right Pinot notes 
with aplomb. Fragrant cherry blossom and red fruit 
aromas are spiced with mace and loamy earth notes. 
The palate combines rich red fruit with touches of 
earth and baking spice, manages to stay light and 
refreshing in body. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $33 
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92 Benovia 2014 Cohn Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma County). From the producer’s old-

est estate vineyard, planted in 1970, this is lovely 
in rose petals and baked fruit, offering a powerful 
density of full-bodied concentration and succulence 
on the palate. A velvety texture is complemented by 
a bite of oak and tannin that flirts with grip. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 Blue Oasis 2014 Costa Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Mendocino County). Well-ripened fruit 

flavors and full body define this big, smooth wine 
that was aged in French oak for 18 months—longer 
than is usual for Pinot Noir. It shows black cherry, 
blackberry and mild spices on the palate, with an 
appropriately tannic mouthfeel and warm, lingering 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

92 Bodegas Muriel 2013 Conde de los Andes 
(Rioja). Appealing modern-leaning aromas 

of root beer, berry fruits and vanilla settle with air-
ing and turn more mellow and traditional for Rioja. 
Slightly plush on the palate, especially given 2013’s 
cool nature, this is balanced despite showing raw 
tannins. Toasty blackened flavors of baked berry 
fruits, chocolate and licorice finish long, toasty and 
peppery. Drink through 2025–2028. Quintessential 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Bonterra 2014 Made With Organic Grapes 
Cabernet Sauvignon (California). Beautifully 

integrated oak and a firm structure combine in this 
rather tight but superbly balanced wine. It smells 
like black cherries and tastes like raspberries and 
blueberries, accented by toasted baguette, cinna-
mon and fresh cedar notes. The finish is long and 
lightly spicy. Best after 2018. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $16 

92 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Jeffrey’s Block 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Svelte, focused 

and very appealing, this block selection has a slightly 
roasted aspect, with flavors of plum and cherry. 
There’s a sweet spicy coating around the finishing 
tannins. It was fermented with native yeast, and aged 
15 months in one-quarter new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

92 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Krista’s Block 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This block 

selection is from the vineyard’s highest elevation 
vines. It shows extra cut and precision, with min-
eral flavors under tight raspberry fruit. Tannins 
are polished and proportionate, and the wine has 
a sculpted mouthfeel. It was fermented with native 
yeast, and aged 15 months in one-quarter new 
French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $45 

92 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Combine the two 

block selections and you come close to this reserve. 
There’s good intensity to the black-cherry fruit, and 
a base of minerality that gives it a mouthfeel as if it 
had been carved directly out of rock. Tight and age-
worthy. Drink 2018 to 2026. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $60 

92 Byron 2014 Nielson Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Sultry cooked red 

plum and mulberry fruit meld with rust, mace, sar-
saparilla and a touch of wood smoke on the nose of 
this bottling from the oldest commercial vineyard 
in Santa Barbara County. Smoked pork loin aro-
mas meet with deep red fruit and the sweet tang of 
cherry skins on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

92 Cantina Del Giusto 2013 San Claudio II (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). This bright, juicy 

red offers rose, dark berry, baking spice and new 
leather scents that mingle together in the glass. On 
the palate, crushed raspberry, wild cherry, licorice 
and clove notes are bolstered by chewy tannins 
and fresh acidity. It’s delicious now but will reward 
a few more years in the cellar. H. Mercer Wine & 
Spirit Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 
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92 Castello di Amorosa 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Juicy black and red 

cherry flavors enwrap classic cedar, graphite and 
peppercorn notes in this brawny, full-bodied wine. 
Accessible despite its bulk of tannin, its texture 
leans leathery, with clove scents lingering long on 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

92 Château Belgrave 2014 Haut-Médoc. From 
the flagship Médoc estate of Bordeaux 

negociant Dourthe, this wine is impressive, ripe 
and ready to age well. The wood aging still shows 
slightly but that is already compensated for by the 
ripe black-currant fruits from the 66% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and the generous texture. Drink this 
wine from 2023. Thiénot USA. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $49 

92 Château Grand Barrail Lamarzelle Figeac 
2014 Saint-Émilion. Claiming, with some 

pride, to have the longest chateau name in Bordeaux, 
this estate on the plateau of Saint-Émilion, close to 
Château Figeac, has given a 2014 that is dense, juicy 
and with great fruit. The tannins and the fruit are 
balanced with the blackberry flavors supported by 
the dry core. Drink from 2022. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

92 Château la Garde 2014 Pessac-Léognan. This 
wine, which is dominated by Sauvignon 

Blanc, is from a small plot in the vineyard of La 
Garde. It is wood aged giving spice as well as ripe, 
smooth fruit. There is a young herbal edge that will 
certainly soften as it ages. This is an aromatic crisp 
wine that will be ready to drink from 2021. Thiénot 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

92 Contucci 2012 Pietra Rossa (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). New leather, sun-baked 

earth, blue flower and gamy hints of cured meat 
are some of the aromas you’ll find in this struc-
tured red. The bright, taut palate offers sour cherry, 
crushed raspberry, pipe tobacco and grilled herb 
flavors, while youthfully firm tannins provide sup-
port. It’s chock-full of character but may need a few 
more years to unwind. Drink 2020–2032. Opera 
Wine Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

92 Duckhorn 2012 Red Wine (Howell Mountain). 
A big-shouldered red made predominantly 

of Cabernet Sauvignon with a balance of Merlot, 
Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this wine offers 
bold, firm tannins and heaps of body. Blackberry, 
chocolate mocha and clove flavors meet crayon 
and graphite notes in a mash-up of classic and ripe 
styles. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

92 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Azaya Ranch Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Marin County). Generous and 

fruity in flavor and rich in texture, this is a wonder-
fully warm wine that’s comforting to sip. It has mild 
tannins, a texture that seems to melt on the palate, 
and easy-drinking appeal. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

92 Grgich Hills 2015 Essence Miljenko’s Selec-
tion Estate Grown Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 

Valley). A beautifully rich and rewarding expres-
sion of tropical fruit and creamy texture, this estate 
white spends nine months in large French oak casks 
and is selected from the best lots. Supporting acid-
ity keeps it refreshing in waves of lime and grape-
fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

92 Henry’s Drive Vignerons 2013 Shiraz (Padth-
away). Full bodied, creamy in texture 

and lush on the palate, this wine offers a thrilling 
mouthful of satisfaction. Menthol, vanilla and cedar 
notes frame ripe, plummy fruit, while the velvety 
finish features lingering spice. Drink now–2025. 
Quintessential Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 
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92 I Veroni 2013 Riserva (Chianti Rufina). Made 
entirely from organically grown Sangio-

vese, this opens with red plum, new leather and 
underbrush aromas. The full-bodied palate delivers 
crushed raspberry, black cherry, pipe tobacco and a 
hint of black pepper, with polished tannins provid-
ing backbone. Drink through 2022. Blicker Pierce 
Wagner Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Joseph Cellars 2012 Cellar Select Blend Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A full-bod-

ied explosion of hearty ripe fruit is the story in this 
soft, straightforwardly approachable and enjoyable 
wine. It’s blended with 15% Merlot and 10% Caber-
net Franc and aged in oak, giving it smokiness and a 
length of spice that opens in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Megan Anne 2014 Lachini Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Lovely aromat-

ics greet you from the moment the cork is pulled, 
showing a brambly blend of black cherry, cassis, 
cola and a whiff of dusty barnyard. The tannins are 
well-structured with a black-tea finish. Drink now 
through 2025. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

92 Quintet 2014 Lichtenwalter Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). Textural and spicy, this 

has a subtle mix of herb, salts, stem, leaf and wild 
berry flavors. It’s fascinating and complex, with the 
sort of mystifying sex appeal that only Pinot Noir 
seems to be capable of. It spent 18 months in 30% 
new French oak, to good effect. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

92 Ron Rubin 2013 Cool Climate Syrah (Green 
Valley). From a south-facing hillside site 

on the edge of the Petaluma Gap at Dutton Ranch 
Cherry Ridge Vineyard, this fruity and complex 
wine shows white pepper and earthy notes, tak-
ing time to open in the glass. Varietal in its pep-
per, leather and violet aromas, it’s sleek and tart—a 
cool-climate rendition of the grape. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

92 Sokol Blosser 2014 Made With Organic 
Grapes Estate Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 

In this exceptional vintage, the all-estate bottling 
over-delivers big time at this price. Brambly black-
berry/kirsch flavors fill the mouth with sappy juicy 
flavors. The tannins are a bit stiff, and at first the 
wine hits a tannic wall, but more bottle age, aera-
tion and/or aggressive decanting will open it up. 
The lengthy cinnamon-soaked finish hints at a stel-
lar cellar life ahead. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

92 Sonoma-Cutrer 2013 Les Pierres Estate 
Bottled Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). With 

a touch of barrel reduction on the nose, this wine 
unfolds into layers of crisp, stony minerality and 
bold flavors of lemon and pear. Balanced in both 
ripeness and texture, its acidity carries it to a long, 
spicy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

92 Square Peg 2014 SP-SL Estate Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This wine 

made from estate-grown, dry-farmed fruit has a 
large presence on the nose, offering earthy rose and 
lavender aromas. Velvety on the palate, it broods in 
tart cherry and rhubarb flavors, with allspice and 
toasted oak notes that accentuate its spice on the 
long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

92 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2013 Indaco (Toscana). 
This blend of 40% Malbec, 30% Mer-

lot and 30% Cabernet Sauvignon opens with ripe 
blackberry, underbrush and cedar aromas. Concen-
trated and juicy, the palate doles out black currant, 
bilberry, mint and licorice flavors, framed by chewy 
tannins. Drink through 2025. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 
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92 Volpaia 2011 Vin Santo del Chianti Classico. 
Made of 60% Trebbiano and 40% Mal-

vasia, this opens with acacia honey, ripe Annurca 
apple and hazelnut aromas that carry over to the 
vanilla-inflected palate. Don’t dip your cookies in 
this one; it’s more of a vino da meditazione. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50/375 ml 

92 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2015 Bernau 
Block Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). 

Dijon clones go into this rich mouth-coating wine. It 
pushes pastry flavors front and center—apple pie, pie 
crust and cinnamon—but it never goes too soft, and 
finishes with a well-modulated mix of barrel toast 
(30% new French oak) and underlying minerality. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Burt Williams’ Morn-
ing Dew Ranch Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 

This wine from the personal vineyard of the win-
ery’s co-founder has assertive woodsmoke, toasted 
oak and forest aromas, its bright black cherry and 
pomegranate flavors accented by tamarind and 
black pepper. While strongly oaky and firmly tannic 
in texture, it has a sleek and nervy aspect that’s very 
appealing. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $82 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Calegari Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). From a 

vineyard poised along Eastside Road, this wine is 
juicy in flavor and dense in color and on the palate 
upon entry. Marked by great, well-defined acidity, 
it’s gorgeously floral in fresh rose petal and orange 
peel with just a touch of reduction, with an addi-
tional weight of black tea and cranberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Eastside Road Neigh-
bors Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This 

is one of the producer’s more full-bodied wines, 
a blend from several sites along Eastside Road, 
including Calegari, Foss and a new source—Lewis 
MacGregor Estate. Rich, round and plush, it’s as 
strong as black coffee in its marriage of earthy all-
spice, baked cherry, blueberry and smoke. Moderate 
acidity allows for an underlying minerality. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Ferrington Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). Notable oaky 

aromas like cedar and clove join bold fruit and spice 
flavors in this medium-bodied, stylized wine from 
a classic producer. This bottling seems less overtly 
ripe and more spicy in style than recent vintages. 
On the palate, it oozes clove, tamarind, cardamom 
and black cherry flavors. Best after 2019. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $65 

92 WindVane 2014 Estate Grown Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). This newly released 

still wine from sparkling specialist Gloria Ferrer 
is a successful first effort, blending bright cherry, 
strawberry and tangy blood orange flavors. With an 
earthy hint of compost and forest, it celebrates the 
variety in all its glory, upholding its acidity beneath 
a weight of richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Alexander Valley Vineyards 2014 Wetzel Fam-
ily Estate Grown and Bottled Syrah (Alexander 

Valley). This affordable wine offers tangy oak and 
tannin along with vibrant red fruit. Leather and 
juicy black plum add to its soft layers of flavor. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Avancia 2015 Old Vines Godello (Valdeorras). 
Citrus and white-fruit aromas are elegant, 

smooth and suggestive of Burgundy, which makes 
sense given that this was aged in oak. The right 
amount of acidity lends lightness and length to the 
palate, while ripe lime and honeydew flavors are well 
oaked. A fresh friendly finish is minerally and crystal 
clean. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 
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91 Bonterra 2014 Made With Organic Grapes 
Zinfandel (Mendocino County). This wine is 

big and bold, but its opulent, generous fruit flavors 
perfectly fill out its frame, giving it the balance it 
needs for enjoyment. Ripe blackberry and black 
cherry notes mark the palate, unfettered by of oak-
inflected flavor. The texture is firm with lots of fine-
grained tannins, while the fruit lingers nicely on the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $16 

91 Brutocao 2013 Coro Mendocino (Mendocino). 
A spicy blast of new oak flavor meets bright, 

juicy fruit in this medium-bodied wine. It’s solidly 
structured, firm on the palate, with good concentra-
tion to go with its athletic build. It will pair well 
with lamb chops or roast duck breast. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). A lovely plum shade, this 

blends scents and flavors of pomegranate, cherry 
cola, Asian spice, black licorice and a dash of cacao. 
It’s dense and penetrating, yet drinking well already. 
It spent nine months in 40% new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

91 Castello di Bolgheri 2013 Bolgheri Superiore. 
A blend of 55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% 

Merlot, 18% Cabernet Franc and 7% Petit Verdot, 
this well-structured red offers ripe dark-skinned 
berry, underbrush and graphite aromas. The con-
centrated, savory palate delivers black currant, 
white pepper and soothing licorice flavors and fine 
tannins. Enjoy through 2023. Total Beverage Solu-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Château la Garde 2014 Pessac-Léognan. This 
is a fine wood-aged blend of 57% Cabernet 

Sauvignon with Merlot and Petit Verdot. It is darkly 
colored, dense and with great ripe tannins. One of 
several Bordeaux properties owned by the Thiénot 
family, this estate occupies a fine, gravel outcrop in 
the Pessac-Léognan region, just south of Bordeaux. 
Drink from 2024. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

91 Claiborne & Churchill 2015 Dry Gewürztra-
miner (Central Coast). This pioneering Alsa-

tian-inspired winery always amazes with this dis-
tinctive and approachable bottling. Bright botanical 
aromas of mandarin orange rind, honeysuckle and 
pear give way to a zesty palate full of preserved cit-
rus and marmalade flavors, all set against a firm 
structure and racy acidity. The finish—which is 
bone dry—opens with nectarine notes, then sails off 
with a flash of herbs. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 D’Arenberg 2013 The Derelict Vineyard Gre-
nache (McLaren Vale). The d’Arenberg style 

favors structure over plushness, even in Grenache. 
This is crisp and firm, its cranberryish fruit tinged 
with hints of raspberry, orange zest, cinnamon and 
clove. Give it a few years to soften. Drink 2020–
2030. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $29 

91 Davis Bynum 2014 Jane’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine opens with 

the fresh liveliness of stemmy earth and black tea 
notes, growing funkier and more herbal on the mid-
palate. Brightly layered and deeply flavored, it’s a 
full-bodied rendition that remains true to its vari-
ety. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Single Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Carneros). Spicy forest notes 

speak loudest in this wine, which has a quiet texture 
of tightly woven tannin and supportive oak. Com-
plex and savory, its fruit is subdued, marked by wild 
strawberry and minty herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $72 
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91 E16 2014 E16 Selection Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). A restrained nose leads to 

spicy brown sugar, baked plum and cherry notes in 
this voluptuously crafted, tangy wine. It shows the 
warmth and depth of the appellation while retain-
ing measured acidity and freshness.  —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

91 Enate 2011 Merlot (Somontano). Cedary 
plum and berry aromas are savory and ripe, 

but not overt. This feels layered and almost lush, 
with grabby tannins. Flavors of blackberry, baking 
spices, cocoa and mocha finish chewy, chocolaty 
and long. This is a serious Merlot to drink through 
2019. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

91 Fesstivity 2014 Brut Rosé (Sta. Rita Hills). 
This is the second vintage of sparkling wine 

production for winemaker Blair Fox but the first 
he’s controlled from start to finish, and the early 
results are exciting. Zesty lime, graphite and rasp-
berry scents lead the nose, while red plum, pome-
granate and citrus flavors converge. It’s full and 
foamy on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Flowers 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
This is a delightfully fresh yet creamy wine 

that delivers a spectrum of styles and flavors. Anise 
and tart apple notes accent the floral-driven experi-
ence, unfettered by oak, which plays but a support-
ing role. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Freakshow 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
Rich, ripe and oaky, this full-bodied wine has 

loads of sweet blackberry and black cherry flavors, 
with generous doses of oak spices like cinnamon, 
nutmeg, wood smoke and dark chocolate. It’s bold 
but complex and will be a lot of fun to drink with 
red meat. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Gainey 2014 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). A 
solid Pinot Noir for its price, this offers all 

the expected flavors and strikes a balance between 
richness and freshness. Wild cherry, anise, sage-
brush and slate aromas lead into a palate that packs 
ripe red fruit upfront, followed by tangy elderberry, 
plum skin, hibiscus and rose. A touch of elderflower 
adds depth. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Gloria Ferrer 2013 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). This wine is lifted by vibrant 

acidity and shows bread-like aromas accented with 
wild strawberry, compost and forest floor flavors. 
Light-bodied and fresh on the palate, it’s nicely 
crafted and table-ready. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

91 Hunt & Ryde 2014 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). In its second vintage, 

this wine is light and spicy, clearly made to be 
enjoyed with food. A collaborative effort between 
winemaker Guy Davis and proprietor, grapegrower 
and chef Guy Fieri, it shines in subtly toasty oak, 
cinnamon and dark cherry flavors, with a lingering 
lushness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

91 Iris Vineyards 2015 Pinot Gris (Oregon). Don’t 
be fooled by the low alcohol—this is fully rip-

ened, finished, dry yet packed with delicious pear 
fruit flavors. Light suggestions of grapefruit and 
green apple add interest, and the fullness and fresh-
ness of the fruit is most impressive. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $18 
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91 Ken Wright 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Ken Wright produces as many as a dozen 

or more single-vineyard Pinots in any given vintage. 
This wine is blended from many of those same sites, 
whose vines were often planted back in the 1980s. 
It’s light and elegant, yet powerfully flavorful, with 
strawberry, raspberry and cherry fruit pushing deep 
into the palate. It’s clean and fresh, with crisp defin-
ing acidity, perfect balance, refined tannins and a 
long finish. Best of all, it’s widely available. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 La Braccesca 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Wild berry, tilled earth, new leather 

and truffle aromas lead the nose of this vibrant 
red. The linear palate offers tart cherry, cranberry, 
white pepper and clove flavors, framed by tightly 
wound, polished tannins and firm acidity. Give it 
time to fully come together. Drink 2020 –2033. Ste. 
Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 MacRostie 2014 Wildcat Mountain Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Earthy in anise and blue 

fruit, this wine is inexplicably crisp and plush at the 
same time, showing the allure of the variety in its 
rose petal aromas. Medium-bodied and velvety, it 
follows through in cassis and pomegranate flavors. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $56 

91 Megan Anne 2014 Nysa Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Its prime location near 

Archery Summit and Domaine Drouhin marks Nysa 
as one of Oregon’s most sought-after fruit sources. 
Mark McNeilly (of Mark Ryan Winery) has chosen it 
for one of two vineyard designates for this new proj-
ect. Sweet baking spices and raspberry jam are the 
hallmarks here, offering immediate appeal, while 
retaining the structure to age for another decade. 
Aim for an optimal drinking window from 2019 
through 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

91 Palumbo Family Vineyards 2013 Grenache 
(Temecula Valley). This is an expertly bal-

anced wine from Temecula, showcasing region’s 
potential for Grenache. Rosewater, cherry juice and 
cherry blossom aromas are lifted by herbal touches 
of marjoram and crushed peppercorn. Fennel, thyme 
and oregano flavors kick off the palate, where strong 
acidity carries raspberry and red berry flavors into a 
complex and elegant finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

91 Pine Ridge 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This is a silky-smooth and integrated 

wine, with firm, structured tannins that provide 
support without distracting. A wealth of brawny 
baked berry, tar and chocolate flavors reveal them-
selves over time, while subtle, deep clove and dried 
herb scents lie beneath. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $64 

91 Rancho Sisquoc 2014 Flood Family Vineyards 
Merlot (Santa Barbara County). Sweet cedar 

aromas kick off this attention-grabbing bottling, 
with elderberry and black plum scents combining 
for an Old World feel in which the structure can be 
sensed on sniff alone. Wood and graphite notes pop 
on the palate, where a loamy riverstone minerality 
courses through black currant flavors, finishing on 
chocolate cake. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

91 Robert Hall 2014 Syrah (Paso Robles). 
Roasted beef and bacon fat scents meet with 

maple, char, Concord grape and blueberry on the 
nose of this hearty bottling from a winery recently 
acquired by O’Neill Vintners. Its tannins are deep 
and firm but welcoming, providing the framework 
for black currant, blueberry, charred beef and rose-
mary flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Rocca delle Macìe 2013 Riserva di Fizzano 
Single Vineyard Gran Selezione (Chianti Clas-

sico). Made of 95% Sangiovese and 5% Merlot, this 
elegant, structured wine opens with spicy red berry 
and underbrush notes with a hint of toast. The firm 
palate offers dried black cherry, clove and mocha 
flavors, framed by assertive but polished tannins. 
Drink 2018–2025. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  17

91 Seven Deadly Zins 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Savory pepper and grilled beef aromas 

make this wine appetizing, its rich berry and ripe 
plum flavors bringing excellent concentration and 
depth to the palate. It’s big and bold yet polished, 
firm tannins interlacing with ripeness and spiciness 
to keep it balanced and help propel a lingering fin-
ish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $16 

91 Sibling Bubblery 2014 Sparkling Grenache 
(Santa Barbara County). Inspired by co-

winemaker Eli Parker’s trips to Australia, this is 
simply a fun and tasty sparkling red, with rose, 
clove, black plum, and graphite notes on the nose. 
Ripe berry flavors round out the palate, but tangy 
plum skins and a slate-driven mineral tension keep 
it serious. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

91 Stolo 2014 Creekside Estate Pinot Noir (San 
Luis Obispo County). There’s a beechwood 

smoke touch to the nose of this bottling, accenting 
a core of dried purple flowers and black raspberry. 
It’s well-integrated on the palate, where smoke and 
dark, tangy fruit mix with white pepper and an 
acidity that carries its flavors into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

91 T.W. Fermentation 2013 Straight Cab Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Plush blackberry, 

fennel, mocha, char and peppercorn aromas show 
on the nose of this bottling from longtime friends 
Paul Quinn and James Schreiner. Dried plum skin, 
cherry and elderberry flavors show on the palate, 
which is layered with tannins and turns savory with 
charred beef, charcoal and tobacco flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $64 

91 Villa San Juliette 2013 Romantique Reserve 
(Paso Robles). This top-shelf red blend from 

television producers Nigel Lythgoe and Ken War-
wick shows cooked blackberry, purple flower, soy 
and anise aromas on the nose. Oregano and marjo-
ram lead the palate, which is moderately dense, with 
tangy blackberry and boysenberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2015 Estate 
Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). This lush, 

toasty, vividly fruity wine can’t miss with a wide 
variety of seafood, pasta and poultry dishes. There’s 
plenty of acid under full-bodied apple and melon 
and peach fruit. The acids carry a nice touch of cit-
rus and that clean fresh fruit continues on through 
a medium-long finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Bernau 
Block Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Planted 

in 1983, this is the original Willamette Valley Vine-
yards estate vineyard. The wine remains stiff and 
wrapped up tight, with a mix of wild strawberry, 
raspberry and cherry fruit. There’s a light dusting 
of baking spices, the result of aging 14 months in 
one-quarter new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Hannah 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This block 

selection strikes a good balance between forward 
fruit, spicy barrel, tangy acids and a textural, lin-
gering finish. It’s medium bodied and well balanced, 
with a finish that leaves an impression of astringent 
tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Williams Selyem 2014 Vista Verde Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (San Benito County). There is a 

rich black plum darkness to the nose of this bot-
tling, which transitions to muddy loam and wet 
clay, lifted by aromatic sagebrush. The palate shows 
dried black cherry, star anise and more soil-driven 
minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $58 
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91 Wrath 2014 Ex Anima Syrah (Monterey). 
Winemaker Sabrine Rodem strips wines 

down to their essence in her Ex Anima line, show-
ing the savory side of this cool-climate Syrah. Black 
peppercorn, rosemary, cola and blueberry aromas 
show on the nose, while the palate packs cracked 
pepper, ripe olallieberry and dried beef flavors with 
tarry tension. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

90 2Hawk 2015 Viognier (Rogue Valley). This 
estate-grown, pure varietal effort is excep-

tionally rich and succulent. The flavors of sugared 
grapefruit, lemon pulp and rind and sweet tea are 
concentrated and lingering. Despite the impression 
of sweetness, it’s not a dessert wine, just an espe-
cially ripe and rich one. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Acacia 2014 Chardonnay (Carneros). This 
wine shows crisp apple and pear notes over 

a backdrop of minerality. Its ripe fruit is ribbed with 
anise, fennel and lemongrass scents. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Avancia 2015 Cuveé de O Godello (Valdeor-
ras). Melony floral aromas are friendly and 

easygoing. On the palate, this is clean and precise, 
with moderate weight and a touch of oak. Lime and 
kiwi flavors are a bit sweet, with a welcome oaky 
offset. On the finish, this Godello fades nicely, with 
core acidity extending the ride. Fine Estates From 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Avancia 2014 Mencía (Valdeorras). Aromas 
of sweet oak and maple announce that this 

Mencía received generous barrel treatment. Supple 
in feel, this tastes of oaky plum and raspberry along 
with a dash of salt. Jammy berry notes and a hint of 
Graham cracker rise up on the finish. Drink through 
2019. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

90 Brutocao 2012 Bliss Vineyard Estate Bottled 
Zinfandel (Mendocino). A classic Zinfandel 

with its unmistakable spice aroma and wild berry 
flavor, this is dry and tannic enough to provide bal-
ance. Medium-bodied, it packs plenty of flavor and 
an appetizing mouthfeel. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Cameron Hughes 2013 Lot 508 Syrah (Los 
Carneros). This wine is impressive in its 

full-bodied approach to the variety, allowing it 
ample expression of garrigue and gamy bacon 
scents. Layered acidity keeps it from feeling overly 
dense and ripe, ending on a smoky oak note. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $19 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2014 Terra de Promis-
sio Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Crisp and 

robust in pine-forest aromas, ripe cranberry and 
savory black tea, this coastal wine is feral yet vel-
vety in texture. Concentrated and full-bodied, it has 
underbelly that’s undeniably mineral. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

90 Château Rahoul 2014 Graves. The ripe 65% 
of Sémillon is the secret behind this rich 

wine. While at the young stage it has a herbal char-
acter that is going to fill out impressively to give a 
creamy wine with a touch of vanilla and fine crisp, 
juicy acidity. Drink from 2020. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 
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90 Davis Bynum 2015 Virginia’s Block Jane’s 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River 

Valley). Exotic in orange blossom and jasmine 
scents, this wine presents as full-bodied, brawny 
and rich, showing a touch of oak reduction on the 
palate. Within that framework, hints of lemon and 
grapefruit keep it feeling fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Ten Oaks 
Single Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Full- figured but soft in texture, this wine is 
otherwise light in approach and weight, with spicy 
acidity framing cardamom and black tea accents. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $72 

90 E16 2014 Bacigalupi Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). From the famous 

Westside Road-adjacent vineyard, this Chardonnay 
shows a proclivity toward lush roundness of texture 
and tropical flourish in flavor. Vanilla nuttiness is 
complemented by pineapple, green apple and cara-
mel, lasting long into the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

90 Enate 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon (Somon-
tano). Leafy gritty earthy berry aromas are 

spicy. This feels rugged but fresh, with a tolerable 
but strong tannic grip. Plum, boysenberry, chocolate, 
blackened toast and peppercorn flavors finish leafy, 
with firm tannins. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Fesstivity 2014 Brut Cuvée (Sta. Rita Hills). 
This blend of 60% Pinot Noir and 40% 

Chardonnay from the Fess Parker team offers lemon 
blossom, baking soda and lime zest aromas on the 
light and flowery nose. Broad flavors of yellow apple 
and pear meet with a citrus twist on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2014 J Nicole’s Vine-
yard Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Floral and earthy in tone, this vineyard-
designated wine has an undercurrent of spice to it 
that complements its baked plum, orange and cran-
berry fruit. Medium-bodied, ripe and concentrated, 
it offers breadth and softness of texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

90 Katnook Estate 2014 Founder’s Block Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Coonawarra). It’s been 

some time since Katnook last submitted samples, 
so it’s reassuring to see that quality there remains 
high. This medium-bodied Cabernet boasts crisp 
acids and fine tannins, highlighting notes of red 
currants, olives and bay leaves. Drink now–2025. 
Freixenet USA. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Kenwood 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Earthy and inviting with wild rasp-

berry, cherry and strawberry flavors, this fruity, 
light-bodied wine also allows room for rose petal 
and forest notes. Tart and peppery, it finishes with 
rhubarb accents. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Kilikanoon 2014 Killerman’s Run Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Clare Valley). For $20, you 

could do a lot worse than to sample this wine, 
which boasts plenty of varietal character and ample 
quality. Cedar, tobacco, cassis and dark chocolate 
suggest a fully ripe wine, while the the structure 
remains fine and linear, with gentle, cocoa-powder-
textured tannins that line the finish. Drink now–
2025. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 
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90 Lorenzi Estate 2015 Varietal Collection Dijon 
Clone 76 Chardonnay (Temecula Valley). 

Don Lorenzi is making a strong case for growing 
cool climate-loving Chardonnay in the hot Temec-
ula Valley. This clonal study delivers honeysuckle, 
marzipan and lemon curd aromas, while the palate 
offers richer notes of buttered apple and poached 
pear. Although ripe in style, it’s cut by a zesty 
lemon-like acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

90 Narmada 2014 Yash-Vir Red Table Wine (Vir-
ginia). Vibrant red-currant aromas meld 

with thyme and rosemary on the nose of this wine, 
while metallic and gamy qualities are also evident. 
The palate is intense in chocolate cherry, cassis, 
fennel and black pepper flavors. Leathery tannins 
usher in a long and woody finish.  —C.D. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $38 

90 Orsi Family Winery 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Dry Creek Valley). This is a delicately 

crafted, small production wine that’s attractively 
priced and delivers subtle rose petal, strawberry, 
cranberry and mint flavors. Bright and persistent 
on the palate, it’s a good bottle for midweek or to 
stock up on for a crowd. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

90 Parmeson 2014 Josephine Hill Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). Golden 

Delicious apple meets tart Meyer lemon in this 
medium-bodied, expressive vineyard designate bol-
stered by 25% new French oak. A velvety texture 
enwraps its savory fruitiness and stony acidity. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

90 Portal del Montsant 2014 Brunus (Mont-
sant). A potpourri of floral red-fruit, dried 

herb and wet cement aromas lead to a racy fresh 
palate that’s mildly complex. Oaky red-berry fla-
vors come with a note of chocolate, while this tastes 
lightly herbal on a lasting well-formed finish. Drink 
this Carignan-Garnacha through 2021. Cordelina 
Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $31 

90 Schug 2013 Heritage Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Spicy earth meets baked plum 

and cherry in this medium-bodied wine sourced 
from multiple sites, including Sangiacomo Vine-
yards. Mint and lavender scents emerge on the nose 
before stronger elements of tobacco take over on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

90 Scott 2014 Dijon Clone Pinot Noir (Arroyo 
Seco). Cranberry fruit and hibiscus lead 

the nose of this bottling, bolstered by wild thyme 
and fennel scents. There is a pleasant sandalwood 
entry to the palate, where a rounded, smoky quality 
enwraps the tart raspberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Sivas-Sonoma 2015 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). Integrated acidity and 

ripeness allow for a Good & Plenty licorice-like 
note, accenting the fresh apricot and white peach 
flavors in this lovely, easygoing sipper. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This wine is remarkably well-made 

and memorable for its relatively large production 
scale, making it a great, accessible find. Integrated 
oak meets lifted acidity, the midpalate driven by 
floral and citrus highlights. The finish is light and 
refreshing.  Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $23 
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90 Tinto Rey 2014 Super Tinto Red Blend (Dun-
nigan Hills). Deep color, bold fruit aro-

mas and substantial, spicy flavors lend significant 
power and concentration to this full-bodied wine. 
It’s nearly dry, well structured and balanced, with 
appealing blackberry, nutmeg and cinnamon fla-
vors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

90 Two Sisters 2014 Lindsay’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Baked cherry and 

cranberry fruit kick off the nose of this bottling, fol-
lowed by then wild thyme and touches of dust and 
smoke. The palate is light and zesty, with hibiscus 
and tea flavors along with cranberry fruit and more 
fresh herbs on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

90 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Tualatin 
Estate Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Dijon 

and Pommard clones blend gracefully here, pushing 
sweet cherry fruit and baking spices into the flavor 
center. A touch of fresh-baked pie crust lingers also, 
and this easy-drinking cuvée should be enjoyed now 
through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

90 Williams Selyem 2014 Bucher Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). One of 

the lighter-bodied wines from the producer and the 
first to designate this Westside Road vineyard, this 
wine shows expansive strawberry, raspberry and 
blueberry flavors, with a hearty texture, moderate 
acidity moderate and almost creamy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $59 

89 Brazin 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Potent oaky aromas like nutmeg, cinnamon 

and toasted baguette meet abundant, jammy fruit 
flavors in this full-bodied and smooth-textured 
wine. It has moderate tannins that provide nice grip 
and shore up the oak and fruit components for bal-
ance. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Kirkland Signature 2014 Pauillac. This is a 
new wine in this ever-expanding series. 

Produced by the Cazes family of Lynch-Bages and 
Michel Lynch, the wine reflects the structure and 
solid tannins of the appellation. It also brings out 
the juicy black-currant fruit of the vintage that 
will allow it to mature relatively quickly. Drink this 
attractive wine from 2019. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Uptick Vineyards 2010 Estate Syrah (Rus-
sian River Valley). Leather and meat mark 

the entry of this brooding, brambly wine, offering 
shocks of black pepper on the lightly textured pal-
ate. Soft and sleek on the finish, it’s benefitted from 
time in bottle and is ready to enjoy now. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

88 Château Magnol 2014 Haut-Médoc. In the 
south of the Médoc, close to Bordeaux, this 

chateau has produced a ripe fruity wine. It has a fine 
balance between tannins and juicy black fruits. The 
blend, with its equal balance between Cabernet Sau-
vignon and Merlot, gives richness along with firm 
structure. Drink from 2019. Barton & Guestier USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Matchbook 2013 Syrah (Dunnigan Hills). 
This non-oaky wine is a livelier-than-usual 

offering, its bright acidity tempering ripe cherry, 
plum and black pepper flavors for a sense of bal-
ance that’s often lacking in California Syrah. It’s 
worth seeking out and is versatile with food. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 
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86 New Kent 2015 Vidal Blanc (Virginia). Soft 
and delicate aromas of peach, quince, apri-

cot and violet lead to a lively palate of honeysuckle 
and lemonade alongside more peach and violet. The 
finish is long and sweet in ripe fruit flavors. —C.D. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $22 

85 New Kent 2014 Reserve Chardonnay (Vir-
ginia). This wine is buttery and toasty, with 

sourdough on the nose alongside a hint of clemen-
tine pith. The palate is a creamy blend of mango, 
pineapple, sourdough and sweet cream flavors, with 
a slightly nutty finish.  —C.D. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $26 

BEST BUYS

91 Contour 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County-
Monterey County-Napa County). This afford-

able wine is a testament to skilled sourcing and 
blending, using choice grapes from up and down the 
coast. Spicy cherry, forest and black tea aromas pro-
vide plenty varietal character, while medium-bod-
ied weight and juiciness are lifted by bright acidity. 
Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Bliss 2015 Estate Bottled Sauvignon Blanc 
(Mendocino). Dry, lively and fresh, this 

wine has an attractively restrained range of flavors 
that includes lemon, white pepper and herbs. It’s 
thirst-quenching and clean in texture, with a fruit-
driven acidity that reverberates on the finish. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Bonterra 2015 Made With Organic Grapes 
Chardonnay (Mendocino County). Ripe fruit 

meets butter and spice in this medium-bodied, 
smooth and integrated wine. It opens with Bosc 
pear and golden apple aromas, melding with vanilla 
and marzipan notes, its richness of flavor nicely 
buoyed up by acidity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Bonterra 2015 Made With Organic Grapes 
Sauvignon Blanc (California). Fresh and 

vibrant grapefruit, lemon and crisp apple aromas 
join equally lively citrus flavors in this medium-
bodied, not-too-tart wine. It’s refreshing and clean, 
pairing especially well with seafood. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $14 

BEST BUYS

90 Cannonball 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). A steal for its price, this wine is 

refreshingly quaffable, with a sublimely-textured 
palate of preserved lemon and nectarine. It’s both 
lush and surprisingly complex. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $15 

90 Pierre Sparr 2015 One (Alsace). The rosy 
floral overtones of Muscat are very evident 

on the fragrant nose. The palate, on the other hand, 
gives us the texture of Pinot Gris and the freshness 
of Riesling while floral nuances hover and swirl. 
This is a lovely blend of all that Alsace does well. 
Friendly and fresh with a dry finish. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

90 The Islander 2015 The White Estate Vine-
yards Chardonnay (South Australia). 

Frenchman Jacques Lurton comes from a family 
that knows a thing or two about making wine, and 
this offering is a medium-bodied, creamy-textured 
testament to that. The nose starts off with spring 
flowers, pear and apricot notes, while the palate add 
hints of ginger before gliding to a long, pure finish. 
Drink now. Merchant Vintner Imports. Best Buy. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 
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BEST BUYS

90 Wakefield Estate 2015 Promised Land Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (South Australia). For $13, 

this is an impressively detailed and complex wine. 
Floral notes reminiscent of lavender or rosemary 
mark the nose and impart interest to the palate, 
which deftly marries herbs, baking spices and dark 
fruit. Crisp acids combine with soft tannins on the 
silky finish. Drink now–2022. Seaview Imports. 
Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Fetzer 2015 Echo Ridge Sauvignon Blanc 
(Lodi). This is a medium-bodied, crisp and 

tangy wine with fresh parsley aromas and lemon 
and Granny Smith apple flavors. It’s well-balanced, 
restrained and will be very versatile with food. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

89 Noble Vines 2015 446 Chardonnay (San Ber-
nabe). The aromas on this widely available 

Delicato Family bottling—nectarine, chamomile and 
chalk—  are subtle but approachable. It’s well-hewn 
on the palate, with touches of butter, baking spice, 
poached Asian pear and wafts of smoke. Best Buy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

BEST BUYS

89 Simple Life 2015 Chardonnay (California). 
Bright lemon and crisp apple aromas lead to 

similar but richer flavors, supported by firm acidity 
for balance. It makes for a lively but flavorful pack-
age that both tastes great and is versatile with food. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 SeaGlass 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa 
Barbara County). Wet cement, cut grass 

and fresh oregano aromas show on the nose of this 
affordable white. Dried herb, hay and kaffir lime fla-
vors come through on the palate, making it an excel-
lent choice for weekday sipping. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 SeaGlass 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 
County). Though a lower-priced, grocery 

store-ready brand, Trinchero’s SeaGlass offers reli-
ably tasty and varietally familiar wines. This starts 
with candied red cherry, cinnamon, anise and a 
damp chaparral funk on the nose. The palate packs 
raspberry and cranberry fruit with Earl Grey, fennel 
and thyme accents. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

BEST BUYS

87 Gnarly Head 2015 1924 Limited Edition Dou-
ble Black Red Blend (California). This semi-

sweet wine is dark in color, full-bodied, peppery in 
aroma, and full of berry flavors on the palate. A thick 
texture coats the mouth with jammy sensations that 
slowly recede on the finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $12 

87 McManis 2015 Petit Verdot (California). 
Sweet spices and fresh raspberry flavors 

combine with a lightly tannic and lively texture in 
this medium-bodied wine. It’s lighter, fresher and a 
touch more crisp and tangy than a typical Merlot or 
Cabernet. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 McManis 2015 Syrah (California). Toasted 
oak and cardamom aromas give way to 

powerful oaky flavors on the palate, where maple, 
stewed plum and toasted bread flavors accompany a 
soft, easy texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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BEST BUYS

87 Paringa 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (South 
Australia). Full bodied and warm, this is a 

ripe, fruit-driven style that’s made for immedi-
ate enjoyment. Grapy, plummy fruit adds notes of 
baking spices and chocolate on the supple finish. 
Quintessential Wines. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

87 SeaGlass 2015 Pinot Grigio (Santa Barbara 
County). Clean floral, river stone and Asian 

pear aromas make for an inviting nose on this wine. 
There is moderate tension on the palate, where 
rounded Gala apple flavors meet with honeysuckle, 
jasmine and grapefruit pith. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 SeaGlass 2015 Unoaked Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). This is a very solid wine 

for its price, with floral scents of apple blossom, key 
lime and honeysuckle on the nose. Asian pear, apple 
and nectarine show on the palate, where touches of 
jasmine round out a decently tense sip. Best Buy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

SPIRITS

93 Dripping Springs Vodka (USA; San Luis Spir-
its, Dripping Springs, TX). Overall pristine 

and smooth, this corn-based vodka is clean on the 
nose and palate, finishing with brisk white-pepper 
heat smoothed by faint almond sweetness. Best 
Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

90 Kinky Vodka (USA; Kinky Liqueur Company, 
Princeton, MN). Best known for liqueurs in 

lurid pink and blue, this unadorned vodka is more 
sweet than sass and sips well. It has a coconut-
tinged aroma and palate, a soft, almost plush feel, 
and finishes with cinnamon and nutmeg sparks. 
Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

90 Mamont Vodka (Russia; Niche Import Co., 
Cedar Knolls, NJ). The name means “mam-

moth,” and the enormous, heavy elephant tusk-like 
bottle is hard to miss. Made in Siberia, this vodka 
has a fruity scent reminiscent of raspberries and 
a smooth, drying palate that hints at almond and 
marshmallow, finishing long with a subtle anise 
note.
abv: 40% Price: $40

tang at the end, it will develop relatively quickly. 
Drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

92 Château Couhins-Lurton 2014 Pessac-Léo-
gnan. Tangy and zesty, this is a crisp wine. 

It has tight acidity and a strongly citrus character. 
There are bright gooseberry and herbal flavors that 
show strongly. The downside is it is one-dimen-
sional: all herbal fruit and crisp acidity. Drink from 
2020. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $63 

92 Château la Garde 2014 Pessac-Léognan. For 
full review see page 11. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

92 Château Pape Clément 2014 Pessac-Léo-
gnan. This is a ripe and tropical wine, com-

plex with wood aging. It is warm, intensely rich and 
piled with mango and pineapple flavors. The acidity 
and crispness are well behind this smooth, creamy 
wine. Drink from 2022. Bernard Magrez. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $160 

GRAVES

90 Château Rahoul 2014 Graves. For full review 
see page 18. 

abv: 13% Price: $27 

BORDEAUX BLANC

93 Château Margaux 2014 Pavillon Blanc du 
Château Margaux (Bordeaux Blanc). With 

swathes of delicious herbal and green Sauvignon 
Blanc fruit just delicately underpinned by the wood 
aging, this is a wine that is rich while remaining so 
crisp. It is the tangy grapefruit and crisp texture that 
will allow this wine to age. Drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $150 

91 Château Mouton Rothschild 2014 Aigle 
d’Argent (Bordeaux Blanc). Ripe tropical 

fruits along with intense sweet lemon give this 
wine its fine acidity and ripe character. It is pure, 
clear and clean with lively acidity and a tangy zingy 
after taste that also brings in some minerality. Drink 
from 2018. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Goulée 2014 Goulée de Cos d’Estournel 
(Bordeaux Blanc). The wine has a honeyed 

bouquet which leads to a ripe pineapple and lemon-
flavored wine. Wood aging has given a smoothness 
and richness. There is a fine lift of acidity at the end. 
Drink from 2018. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

88 Le Nardian 2014 Bordeaux Blanc. A spicy, 
wood-aged wine with a fine combination 

of pineapple and citrus fruit. With the spice from 
the wood, the wine is rich while keeping a line of 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  25

pure bright acidity. Drink the wine from late 2017. 
World’s End LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $65 

88 Petite Sirène 2015 Bordeaux Blanc. Pro-
duced by the winemaking team of Château 

Giscours in Margaux, this is finely ripe blend of 
Sémillon and Sauvignon Blanc. With rich tropical 
fruits and lime flavors, it is balanced and already 
delicious. Drink now. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

85 Château Landonnet 2015 Bordeaux Blanc. 
A soft and ripe wine, its Sauvignon Blanc 

component is well into the tropical fruit spectrum. 
Pineapple and white fruits give the wine its full, 
spicy and peppery character. There is just enough 
acidity to keep it crisp. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Saveur des Vins de France 2015 Les Portes 
de Bordeaux (Bordeaux Blanc). This is a 

soft wine from the warm white vintage of 2015. It 
is a touch herbal and much more tropical and white 
fruits. The balance is just right, so drink now. Lati-
tude Wines, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $8 

SAUTERNES

94 Château Rieussec 2014 Sauternes. Layered 
botrytis that gives the wine both its rich-

ness and dense texture. It is sweet but with a dry 
core and crisp acidity, it will age well. It is going to 
be a beautiful wine, with tropical fruits, apricots 
and wonderful final acidity. Drink from 2025. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

BORDEAUX
RED WINES

MÉDOC

92 Château les Grands Chênes 2014 Médoc. 
Laden with wood as much as rich fruit, this 

is a fully structured wine. Dark toast is prominent 
at this young stage although this will go as the wine 
balances out. Then it will be a dense wine full of 
black fruits and with balanced tannins and acidity. 
Drink from 2021. Bernard Magrez. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

92 Château Vieux Robin 2014 Médoc. With 
40% new wood aging, this is a polished 

wine. Along with its smooth texture and juicy black 
fruits, it has a core of dry smoky tannins. The 53% 
Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend gives a fine fruity, 
black-currant aftertaste. Drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Château d’Escurac 2014 Médoc. Low yields 
and a high proportion of Cabernet Sauvignon 

have produced an impressive, dense and structured 
wine. With a smoky backdrop from the wood aging, 
it has rich black-plum fruit and a serious concen-
tration. It is going to age well, and will be ready to 
drink only from 2020. T. Edward Wines Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

91 Château Greysac 2014 Médoc. With 135 acres 
under vine, this is a large estate. The high 

percentage of Merlot in the blend gives this rich 
wine its ripe blackberry smoky fruits. It is juicy 
and really fruity with just enough tannin to give the 
wine shape. Drink this wine from 2020. Esprit du 
Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Château Rollan de By 2014 Médoc. The home 
chateau of the group of properties owned by 

the Guyon family, this estate has produced a solid 
very ageworthy wine. It has dark tannins and rich 
juicy black fruits. With its structure and bright 
berry and plum flavors, it will not be ready to drink 
before 2020. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Château l’Argenteyre 2014 Médoc. Philippe 
and Gilles Reich have produced this rich 

while structured wine from their family vineyard. 
It has generous black fruits that are supported by 
wood-aging flavors and finely balanced tannins. 
The majority Cabernet Sauvignon blend gives juicy 
black-currant fruit. Drink this wine from 2018. 
Vinum Wine Importing and Distributing LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Château La Clare 2014 Médoc. From one of a 
group of chateaus owned by the Guyon fam-

ily of Rolland de By, this is an intensely fruity wine. 
It has finely balanced tannins and acidity along with 
smoky flavors and layers of delicious black currant 
fruit. Drink from 2019. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Château Lestruelle 2014 Médoc. With top 
consultant Stéphane Derenoncourt behind 

this one, the wine is fine and ripe with just the right 
balance between tannin and rich blackberry fruit. 
There is a juicy character that shines through the 
youthful structure. The wine will age well. Drink 
from 2019. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Château Potensac 2014 Médoc. With low 
yields after a hail storm, the wine is con-

centrated and dense. It has a touch of wood aging as 
well as dark black fruits. The tannins are firm in a 
wine that will age well over the medium term. Drink 
from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Château Blaignan 2014 Médoc. This 240-
acre property has produced a ripe, smooth 

and fruity wine. With layers of tannins under the 
juicy blackberry flavors, it is already balanced and 
likely to be approachable soon. There is a lively edge 
of acidity to keep everything crisp. Drink from 2019. 
Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Château Lousteauneuf 2014 Médoc. From 
vineyards close to the Gironde estuary, 

this estate has produced a bright and fruity wine 
dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon. That gives both 
a firm dry tannic structure and crisp black-currant 
fruit. The wine will develop over the next few years 
and should be drunk from 2019. Youngs Market Co. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 Goulée 2014 Goulée de Cos d’Estournel 
(Médoc). A smooth and ripe wine produced 

by the team of Cos d’Estournel. It is full and rich 
with black-plum fruits and velvet tannins. With fine 
acidity at the back, it has kept its freshness. Drink 
from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

88 Château Amour 2014 Médoc. The wine is 
soft and ripe. Generous blackberry fruits 

and a smooth texture from wood aging give this 
wine its richness and open character. Hints of 
vanilla and spice add to the perfumed aftertaste. 
Drink from 2019. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château Castera 2014 Médoc. Both the 
tannins and the wood aging flavors are 

strongly evident in this wine at this stage. But with 
the intense black-currant fruit and the acidity, it is 
going to be a ripe while also structured wine. The 
estate dates back to the 14th century. Drink from 
2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Château Chantemerle 2014 Médoc. The Cru-
chon family has produced a ripe structured 

wine with a high proportion (60%) of Cabernet 
Sauvignon. It has black fruits and acidity along with 
firm tannins and a juicy future. Drink from 2019. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château de Panigon 2014 Médoc. The wine 
comes from a large estate of over 100 acres. 

A balanced blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot 
has given an equally balanced wine. Black-currant 
fruit, some firm tannins in the background and a 
juicy aftertaste all give this wine an attractive char-
acter that will benefit from some aging. Drink from 
2020. Apollo Fine Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Leboscq 2014 Médoc. A ripe, soft 
and rich wine that will be ready to drink 

soon. It has black plum and berry fruits, ripe soft 
tannins and light acidity. The wine has a crisper 
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cooler aftertaste. Drink from 2019. Advini USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Château les Anguilleys 2014 Médoc. From a 
vineyard owned by the same family since 

1840, this is a delicious fruity wine. It is soft with 
great swathes of black currant and red-berry fruits. 
The wine, a blend of half-and-half Cabernet Sau-
vignon and Merlot, will develop quickly and easily. 
Drink from 2018. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château Pierre de Montignac 2014 Médoc. 
Ripe Merlot and layers of toasty wood fla-

vors are the initial tastes of this young wine. It does 
have weight and plenty of blackberry fruit. The 
aftertaste is crisp and fruity with a dry edge from 
the young tannins. Drink from 2020. Deutsch Fam-
ily Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Potensac 2014 La Chapelle de 
Potensac (Médoc). Crisp and fresh, this is 

a bright wine. It has some attractive tannins as well 
as fine acidity. With a light structure and black-cur-
rant fruit, it should be ready to drink soon, certainly 
from 2021. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Château Tour Seran 2014 Médoc. Jean Guyon 
owns a group of estates in the northern 

Médoc village of Bégadan. This wine (blended by a 
former “best sommelier in the world”) has a high 
proportion of Merlot. That produces a wine that 
is smooth and likely to develop easily and quickly. 
With its touch of tannin, it is balanced and fruity. 
Drink from 2019. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Château de Tourteyron 2014 Médoc. This is 
a soft ripe wine. It has already delicious red 

fruits and gentle tannins. With a generous rich pal-
ate, it is full bodied and packed with jammy Merlot 
flavors. The wine will be ready to drink soon, cer-
tainly by late 2017. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Château Laujac 2014 Médoc. Equal propor-
tions of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot give 

this wine a ripe character. The wood aging shows 
in the smoky flavors that underline the juicy black-
currant fruits. The wine is attractive and will soon 
show its fruitiness. Drink from 2019. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Château Les Trois Manoirs 2014 Médoc. This 
is a ripe wood-aged wine. It has tannins and 

layers of spice and toast from the wood aging. Hap-
pily, the fruit is also there, giving well-balanced 
black currants and acidity. The wine will be ready 
to drink from 2020. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Château Méric 2014 Médoc. This wine with 
its tight black-currant character, is still 

also firm with tannins. It has a juicy edge that will 
develop well as the wine matures. With crisp acid-
ity and structure, it should age. Drink from 2018. 
Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

87 Château Patache d’Aux 2014 Médoc. Named 
after the stagecoach stop just outside the 

chateau, this is a crisp wine, still underlined with 
wood, although with plenty of attractive black-cur-
rant acidity and fruit flavors. It will be ready to drink 
from 2020. Advini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château Ramafort 2014 Médoc. The wine 
is ripe, weighty and full of fruit. Its tannins 

are already softening into the blackberry flavors. The 
sole question about this wine is the excessive wood 
aging that has given a burnt edge. Hopefully, this 
blend of 50-50 Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot will 
assert its natural fruitiness. Don’t drink before 2020. 
Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château Taffard de Blaignan 2014 Médoc. 
This is a bright and fruity wine from a blend 

of 50-50 Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. Black-
currant fruit and a touch of spice from wood aging 
leave a wine that is juicy, packed with fruitiness and 
likely to be ready to drink soon. D0rink from 2019. 
Splash Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Château Tour Haut-Caussan 2014 Médoc. A 
half-and-half blend of Merlot and Cabernet 

Sauvignon has yielded a plush wine that also has 
firm tannins. With its juicy blackberries, acidity 
and wood aging, the wine is set for slow aging. Drink 
from 2020. Vignobles LVDH USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Château Bellegrave 2014 Médoc. This is a 
tight stalky wine with black currant and 

layers of acidity. The wine is still young—all fruit 
and acidity supported by some firm tannins. It 
should soften over the next several years. Drink 
from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Château d’Escurac 2013 Médoc. Tight with 
lean fruit and texture, this is a wine with 

more tannins than fruit. It does have a juicy edge 
with some attractive acidity but this is pushed to 
one side by the dry core of tannins and wood. HP 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

86 Château Haut Grignon 2014 Médoc. A blend 
with 67% Cabernet Sauvignon produces 

this black currant and crisply fruity wine. The wood 
aging and the fruit tannins are integrating well, giv-
ing a wine that is bright, packed with fruit and likely 

to age well over the medium term. Drink from 2020. 
Metrowine Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

86 Château Ladignac 2014 Médoc. This is tight, 
juicy wine produced by the local coopera-

tive. It has intense black-currant acidity and spice 
and toast from the wood aging. With its tannins it 
will age. Drink from 2019. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

85 Château de la Croix 2014 Médoc. Owned by 
the Francisco family since 1870, this wine 

is juicy and just lightly stalky, with fine crisp acid-
ity. Needing to develop and soften its firm texture, it 
will be ready to drink from 2020. PS Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

84 Château Tour Saint Vincent 2014 Médoc. 
There was a generous use of wood aging here 

and it shows in the wood and toast flavors. The wine 
has bitter chocolate as well as black-currant fruits 
suggesting overenthusiastic extraction. Vision Wine 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

82 Château la Gravette Lacombe 2014 Médoc. 
This 24-acre estate has produced an 

intensely toasty wine. With burnt oak that totally 
killed the fruit, it has hard to see this wine becoming 
attractive to drink. United Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

SAINT-ESTÈPHE

97 Château Cos d’Estournel 2014 Saint-Estèphe. 
This is an immensely dense wine that is 

going to be a classic. The dark tannins are still lined 
with wood aging but that will go because the fruit 
underneath is also just as dense and intense. Black-
berry, black plum and damson plum give power and 
sweetness. This is a great wine with huge potential. 
Drink from 2028. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $145 

97 Château Montrose 2014 Saint-Estèphe. This 
is a very fine wine showing a new level of 

quality at Montrose. With its almost velvet tan-
nins inside the intense black fruits, the wine is rich, 
smooth and generous. Blackberry and black-plum 
fruits are to the fore along with the fine acidity and 
great structure. A wine to age for decades, it will be 
ready to drink from 2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

95 Château Calon Ségur 2014 Saint-Estèphe. 
This is a beautifully perfumed wine. With 

a high proportion of ripe Cabernet Franc, it is not 
only structured but has a fine dried fruit character 
that gives the wine a memorable richness. The wine 
is tight with its tannins, likely to age over decades. 
Drink from 2027. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 
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93 Château Calon Ségur 2014 Le Marquis de 
Calon Ségur (Saint-Estèphe). This second 

wine of Calon Ségur is beautifully proportioned. It 
is fruity with rich tannins. At the same time, the 
crisp fruit of the vintage gives a lift to the deep con-
centration. Let the wine develop over several years. 
Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

93 Château Capbern 2014 Saint-Estèphe. 
Packed with the dark tannins and structure 

of Cabernet Sauvignon, this wine, produced by the 
team of Calon Ségur is intense, concentrated and 
dark. It has a firm structure, solid and with a lus-
cious aftertaste. The acidity of the year just shows 
at the end. Drink from 2026. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

93 Château Cos d’Estournel 2014 Les Pagodes 
de Cos (Saint-Estèphe). The second wine 

of Cos d’Estournel is powerfully packed with tan-
nins and dark ripe fruit. It is enormously rich and 
intense while keeping a fine smooth texture. There 
is a dark core that is going to allow the wine to 
develop over many years. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

93 Château Le Boscq 2014 Saint-Estèphe. For 
full review see page 7. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

93 Château Le Crock 2014 Saint-Estèphe. 
Owned by the Cuvelier family of Léoville 

Poyferré in Saint-Julien and with Michel Rolland as 
consultant, this is a fine estate with an equally fine 
chateau. It is dense and richly endowed with black 
fruits and spice. At the same time, it has style and a 
way with its fruit and acidity that give it a lift. Drink 
this very ageworthy wine from 2023. United Wine 
and Spirits. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

93 Château Lilian Ladouys 2014 Saint-Estèphe. 
Under the ownership of Jacky Lorenzetti, 

president of one of France’s top rugby clubs, this 
estate is now performing impressively. The wine is 
finely structured with dark tannins and tight acid-
ity and a hint of minerality. It is Merlot-dominated, 
although it is the 40% Cabernet Sauvignon that 
brings out the black-currant fruitiness. Drink from 
2022. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

93 Château Montrose 2014 La Dame de Mon-
trose (Saint-Estèphe). The wine is powerful 

with fine tannins and concentrated black fruits. The 
dense texture is lifted by the acidity and beautiful 
fruit of the vintage. The tannins are dusty, tight and 
surrounded by beautiful fruit and acidity. This, the 
second wine of Montrose, will develop surely over 
the next several years. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Château Clauzet 2014 Saint-Estèphe. With 
a majority of Cabernet Sauvignon in the 

blend, the wine is finely structured and filled with 
intense black fruits. It has a dry core that will allow 
it to age slowly and gently. The wine has juicy acid-
ity, a tightly tannic core and great potential. Drink 
from 2021. MHW, Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

92 Château Laffitte Carcasset 2014 Saint-
Estèphe. The chateau owes its name to the 

18th century Joseph Laffitte who created the estate. 
The wine ,which comes from the heart of Saint-
Estèphe, is ripe with spice. With generous tannins 
and equally generous fruit, it is dominated by Cab-
ernet Sauvignon that gives it the structure as well 
as the juicy fruitiness. Drink this fine wine from 
2021. DB Wine Selection. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

91 Château Tour de Pez 2014 Saint-Estèphe. The 
wine, with its 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, is 

solidly structured with plenty of the firmness that 
is characteristic of young Saint-Estèphe. To go with 
this structure, the wine is also full of perfumed 
black fruits that are already delicious. It will be a 
rich serious wine as it develops over the next sev-
eral years. Drink from 2022. Millésima USA. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Château de Côme 2014 Saint-Estèphe. This 
small property is in the same ownership as 

nearby Château Clauzet. The wine, half-and-half 
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, is dense with bright 
black-currant flavors under the firm tannins. These 
and the wood-aging flavors will integrate well, giv-
ing a concentrated wine, to drink from 2021. Baron 
Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

PAUILLAC

97 Château Lafite Rothschild 2014 Pauillac. 
This is a major wine. It has enormous ten-

sion, structure and a core of dark tannins. Amid all 
this, the wine is also packed with fruit and concen-
trated blackberry and black-plum flavors. It will age 
slowly and steadily with its enormous structure and 
concentration. Drink this wine from 2027. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

96 Château Mouton Rothschild 2014 Pauillac. 
The label of this vintage is designed by 

David Hockney in memory of Philippine de Roth-
schild. It is a powerful wine in the rich style of 
Mouton with strong black-currant fruits from 81% 
Cabernet Sauvignon. It is dense and dark, ready to 
age for many years. Drink this impressive wine from 
2026. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

96 Château Pontet-Canet 2014 Pauillac. This 
is a finely structured wine with dark tan-

nins and intense black fruits. The estate, with its 

biodynamically grown fruit, has given an impres-
sively pure wine, packed with tight serious tannins 
and a fine structure of black-plum skins and intense 
acidity. It is direct, firm and with a huge potential 
over many years. Drink from 2027. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $96 

94 Château Lafite Rothschild 2014 Carruades 
de Lafite (Pauillac). With its 58% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this is a wine that is structured while 
marked with intense black currants. It has firm tan-
nins and just a touch of wood. It is classic upright 
Bordeaux with its fine acidity and dry tannins. It 
will need to age, drink from 2024. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château Duhart-Milon 2014 Pauillac. This 
is a structured wine that still has serious 

layers of ripe fruit and rich tannins. The black cur-
rant from the Cabernet Sauvignon is balanced by 
the jammy richness of the delicious Merlot. It’s 
an impressive wine that continues the progress of 
this estate, owned by Lafite-Rothschild. Drink from 
2024. .—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Château La Fleur Peyrabon 2014 Pauillac. 
A small part of Château Peyrabon (Haut-

Médoc) is in the Pauillac appellation and is vinified 
and bottled separately. The wine delivers great fruit 
and equal richness. It is spice, packed with black 
plum and berry flavors. It is a powerful dense wine 
to age for several years. Drink from 2023. Millésima 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

92 Château Mouton Rothschild 2014 Le Petit 
Mouton (Pauillac). With its high proportion 

of Cabernet Sauvignon, this second wine of Mou-
ton-Rothschild is packed with black currant fruit as 
well as the intense acidity of the vintage. The fruit 
is rich, ripe and dark with tannins and black plum 
flavors. There is spice and toast from the wood aging 
that will soften as the wine ages. Drink from 2023. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Château Duhart-Milon 2014 Moulin de Duhart 
(Pauillac). A ripe rich style of wine, with 

swathes of black-currant fruits and cushioned tan-
nins, this second wine of Duhart-Milon is full bod-
ied and deliciously rich. The fruit carries the wine 
with its smooth tannins. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine de Saint-Guirons 2014 Pauillac. 
From a small parcel of land that is not des-

ignated as classed growth (rare in Pauillac), this is a 
richly satisfying wine. It is full of complex tannins as 
well as juicy red-berry fruits. There is also structure 
to give it the chance to age. Drink this wine with its 
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delicious potential from 2022. HP Selections. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

89 Domaine de Saint-Guirons 2013 Pauillac. 
This blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon 

with Merlot comes from a small parcel of vine-
yards owned by the Borie family, which also has 
two Pauillac-classed growths. This wine is neat and 
finely formed with crisp fruit and attractive acidity. 
The tannins give support rather than domination. 
Drink from 2020. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

89 Kirkland Signature 2014 Pauillac. For full 
review see page 21. 

abv: 13% Price: $23 

SAINT-JULIEN

97 Château Léoville Las Cases 2014 Saint-Julien. 
This is a great wine. It has all the elements 

in place to produce a wine that will last for years: 
powerful fruit, rich tannins and a structure that is 
built to last. This is elegant, impressive and con-
centrated. Almost entirely Cabernet Sauvignon, the 
grape gives the wine its fruit and its tannins. Drink 
from 2028. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $150 

96 Château Ducru Beaucaillou 2014 Saint-Julien. 
This powerful wine has a superb mix of 

the crispest fruit and great structure. Blackber-
ries and black currants shine through the tannins, 
expressing the liveliness of the vintage. It is so well 
delineated with everything in its place. The wine is 
certainly going to age for decades. Drink from 2027. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

94 Clos du Marquis 2014 Saint-Julien. Produced 
by the winemaking team of Léoville las 

Cases, this wine comes from a separate part of the 
estate. The wine, with its dominance of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, is dense with tannins as well as dark 
fruit. It is firm, powerful and a very fine wine for 
long-term aging. Drink from 2024. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

94 La Croix de Beaucaillou 2014 Saint-Julien. 
This is an exceptional vintage for La Croix. 

It has voluptuous fruits that emerge from the ripe 
dense tannins. They are balanced by intense acid-
ity and a crisp edge. The wine, with its still stylish 
character, is one to age for a long time. Drink this 
very fine wine from 2025 —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Château Léoville Las Cases 2014 Le Petit Lion 
(Saint-Julien). Young Cabernet Sauvignon 

vines are blended with older Merlot in this second 
wine of Léoville las Cases. That gives a wine which 
is warm, ripe and structured. It does have concen-

tration while also having great freshness and a crisp 
aftertaste. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

LISTRAC-MÉDOC

92 Château Lalande-Borie 2014 Listrac-Médoc. 
The wine is dense with great fruit and 

accompanying structure. With its dark ripe berry 
fruits and full tannins, the wine is powerful although 
with great elegance. It is stylish, full of complexity 
ready to age well. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Château Cap Léon Veyrin 2014 Listrac-Médoc. 
This is a dense and tannic wine. It has plenty 

of the structure that is common to the Listrac appel-
lation with a firm character when young; however, it 
also has swathes of ripe black fruits and acidity that 
will allow it to fill out very satisfactorily. Drink from 
2020. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

91 Château Reverdi 2014 Listrac-Médoc. Owned 
by the Thomas family, this wine has an 

unusual blend of 50% Merlot and 35% Petit Verdot 
(with the rest Cabernet Sauvignon). It shows how 
Petit Verdot can now ripen easily in warm years. 
The dark color and dense tannins are a counterpoint 
to the juicy blackberry fruit. They will allow this 
wine to age well. Drink from 2021. Petit Pois. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $29 

91 Château Vieux Moulin 2014 Listrac-Médoc. 
This is a serious, complex wine from an 

estate that was created in the 1930s. Old vines 
and wood aging have give the wine concentration 
and richness. Black-plum skin and blackberry fla-
vors, enhanced by a good proportion of Petit Ver-
dot, dominate a wine that will age well. Drink from 
2022. Private Cask Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Ducluzeau 2014 Listrac-Médoc. 
Owned by the Borie family, one of the 

grand families of Bordeaux, the vineyard forms part 
of Château Fourcas-Borie. The wine, with its dark 
tannins and dense texture, is powerful and concen-
trated. Layers of tannins show most strongly at this 
young stage, while the ripe juicy fruit will develop 
well. It is going to be a fine wine. Drink from 2021. 
Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Fourcas-Borie 2014 Listrac-Médoc. 
This is a tasty, crisp wine that has the finest 

tannins. There is a solid core of tannins to give the 
structure and to support the rich delicious fruits. 
Blackberry and black-cherry fruit dominate this 
generous, full wine. The end brings a more elegant 
character. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Château Capdet 2014 Listrac-Médoc. There 
is plenty of Merlot in this ripe wine which 

is produced in the Listrac cooperative. Spice and 
attractive tannins give the wine structure and per-
fume. They contrast with the juicy blackberry fruits 
and fine crisp acidity. The wine will be ready to 
drink from 2021. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Château Saransot-Dupré 2014 Listrac-Médoc. 
Situated to the north of the village of Lis-

trac, this estate is one of several that carries the 
name Dupré. The wine is dominated by Merlot 
(60%). That explains the wine’s high alcohol and 
lush character. It also shows signs of firm extraction 
that has left a tough dry core. It will soften, but it 
will not lose its overwhelming richness. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

85 Château Sémeillan Mazeau 2014 Listrac- 
Médoc. The wine is lean with austere tan-

nins and plenty of structure. What is seems to be 
missing is the fruit potential. It will soften over 
time, although probably not enough. DM Vineyards 
& Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

MOULIS-EN-MÉDOC

91 Château Branas Grand Poujeaux 2014 
 Moulis-en-Médoc. The wine has weight, tan-

nins and a firm structure. At the same time, its ripe 
black fruits are developing to fill out the structure 
and give an impressive wine. Hints of dark choco-
late go with the juicy acidity to leave a wine that 
has several years to develop. Drink from 2021. AHD 
Vintners. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Château Mauvesin Barton 2014 Moulis-en- 
Médoc. A ripe full-bodied wine that has great 

structure and fine tannins. The bold red fruits are 
right to the front. It is a wine with great potential, 
generous tannins and the acidity of the vintage 
beautifully balanced. This wine will develop well. 
Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Château Anthonic 2014 Moulis-en-Médoc. 
This is a finely balanced wine. With its tan-

nins so well integrated with the blackberry fruit, it 
is going to be a juicy while structured wine. The dry 
core is likely to open up as it develops. Drink this 
attractive wine from 2020. Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Château Baston-Brillette 2014 Moulis-en-
Médoc. A blend of 50-50 Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Merlot has produced a ripe and perfumed 
wine. It has plenty of tight dusty tannins and spice 
from wood aging. Along with that is the potential of 
delicious juicy acidity and ripe black-currant fruit. 
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Drink from 2021. Cynthia Hurley Wine Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Château Guitignan 2014 Moulis-en-Médoc. 
This is a 14 acre estate, producing a struc-

tured wine. With its firm tannins, the initial taste is 
of a dry core. Surrounding it are the ripe berry fruits 
that are going to give this wine its vitality. Firm at 
the end, this fine wine will age at least until 2021. 
Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Château Mauvesin Barton 2011 Moulis-en-
Médoc). This is the first vintage under the 

Barton (of Léoville-Barton) family ownership. It is a 
structured wine with some dense tannins and acid-
ity. The fruit is behind the tannins and will probably 
leave a firm wine. Drink from 2019. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Château Pomeys 2014 Moulis-en-Médoc. 
This is a smooth wine full of black fruits 

and with a backdrop of fine tannins. It has a rich 
juicy character from the black plum and berry fruits 
along with bright acidity. The wine, a blend of 55% 
Merlot and 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, will develop 
relatively quickly. Drink from 2019. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

MARGAUX

97 Château Margaux 2014 Margaux. There is a 
sense of pure juicy black-currant fruit that 

shoots through this great wine. With tannins that 
are firm while not a jot too much, the wine is crisp, 
packed with fruit and set for many years of aging. It 
is beautiful, fruity and intensely structured. Drink 
from 2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $450 

97 Château Palmer 2014 Margaux. It’s easy to 
call this a beautiful wine—it’s dense and 

lush, with great layers of black fruit and acidity. 
The first fully biodynamic vintage from this estate 
has certainly yielded impressive ripe fruit, with 
structured tannins and dark berry flavors that lin-
ger long. It has enormous potential, certainly not be 
ready to drink before 2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $235 

94 Château Margaux 2014 Pavillon Rouge du 
Château Margaux (Margaux). Layers of black 

fruits and tight tannins set this wine on a serious 
road. It has the freshness of the vintage as well as 
the bright acidity. At the same time it is structured 
and dense. This second wine of Château Margaux is 
ripe and ethereal in its lift. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $130 

93 Château d’Arsac 2014 Margaux. Owned by 
art collector Philippe Raoux, who has filled 

the park of the chateau with impressive sculptures, 
this estate produces serious and complex wines. This 

latest release continues in that tradition. It is rich, 
structured and full of swathes of black fruit. The 
wine will take time, so wait until 2021. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

93 Château la Tour de Mons 2014 Margaux. In 
the village of Soussans, and in the north 

of the Margaux appellation, this estate has a fine 
reputation for its wines. This vintage, with its great 
balance between fruit and tannins, shows why. It is 
a ripe wine full of black fruit and with the bright 
acidity of the vintage. Drink the wine from 2021. 
Joanne Bordeaux USA. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

93 Château Palmer 2014 Alter Ego de Château 
Palmer (Margaux). This second wine of 

Château Palmer is dense and structured. With ripe 
swathes of black fruits and juicy Merlot showing 
strongly, it already displays the potential of the vin-
tage. Generous and ripe, the wine has a fine level of 
perfumed tannin. Drink from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

92 Château Bellevue de Tayac 2014 Margaux. 
The small 11-acre estate is situated at the 

northern end of the Margaux appellation. This wine, 
with its high percentage (70%) of Merlot is richly 
fruity with generous tannins and brilliant, ripe 
blackberry flavors. It has just the right amount of 
structure to allow it to age. Drink from 2021. Total 
Wine & More. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Château la Fortune 2014 Margaux. This is a 
small property under the same ownership as 

Château du Cartillon in the Haut-Médoc. The wine 
is ripe, juicy and with delicious blackberry fruits. It 
has a dark core of tannins ready to push the wine 
forward as it ages. It will certainly need time, so 
wait until 2021. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Château Paveil de Luze 2014 Margaux. 
Located in Soussans to the north of the vil-

lage of Margaux, the estate is owned by the Luze 
family. This is a fine wine, full of black fruits and 
firm tannins. It also has a softer perfumed side that 
is typical of Margaux. With this combination and 
the ripe berry fruits, the wine is sure to age well. 
Drink from 2021. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

HAUT-MÉDOC

93 Château Cissac 2014 Haut-Médoc. Owned by 
the Vialard family, this is a very fine wine. 

While it does have strong wood flavors at this young 
stage, they are going to be there to support the ripe 
jammy fruit. The wine from this 111-acre estate is 
generous and is going to age well. Drink from 2022. 
Elite Wines Import. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 93% Price: $22 

92 Château Arnauld 2014 Haut-Médoc. Obvi-
ously the producer thinks this is an impor-

tant wine judging by the unusually heavy bottle. The 
wine is certainly attractively rich and full bodied. 
With weighty blackberry fruit and a concentrated 
core of tannins, it is balanced, fruity and likely to 
age well. There is a mineral edge that will soften as 
the wine matures. Drink from 2021. Tenzing Wine 
and Spirits. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Château Beaumont 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 
vineyard is in the heart of the Haut-Médoc, 

midway between Margaux and Saint-Julien. The 
wine is solid, dark and with plenty of firm tannins. 
At the same time, it has concentrated black fruits 
and a fine blend between black-currant acidity and 
ripe jammy fruitiness. Drink from 2020. Maison 
Barriere USA. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Château Belgrave 2014 Haut-Médoc. For full 
review see page 11. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 13% Price: $49 

92 Château Belle-Vue 2014 Haut-Médoc. Situ-
ated in the southern Médoc village of Macau, 

on the edge of the deep Margaux gravels, this estate 
has produced an impressive and structured wine. It 
is concentrated with its black currants and dark tan-
nins. It is likely to develop slowly over several years. 
Drink from 2021. Signature Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

92 Château Cambon la Pelouse 2014 Haut-
Médoc. This is a tight and firm wine that 

will take some time to develop. The fruit, an almost 
equal blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, is 
all present and will fill out over the next few years. 
It is a serious dense wine with great aging potential. 
Drink from 2021. Millésima USA. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Château de Braude 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
Owned by Château Mongravey of Margaux, 

this estate is in Macau in the southern Médoc. The 
wine is richly fruity, firmly tannic with both wood 
and fruit tannin. It is dark, dense and complex, a 
ripe wine that has a great future. Drink from 2022. 
William Harrison Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Château Devise d’Ardilley 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
A good dash of Petit Verdot in the blend has 

given this fine wine its extra structure. It is still firm 
and tight at this young stage although the black-
currant fruitiness promises much. From vines west 
of Pauillac, it is impressively solid and dense. Drink 
from 2022. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

92 Château du Breuil 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
wine comes from an estate surrounding an 
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impressive castle. The estate itself was created in 
the 6th century and is under the same ownership as 
neighboring Château Cissac. The wine is dark colored 
with intense flavor. It’s sourced from old vines and 
carries Petit Verdot in the blend. It has the weight 
and the richness to age well. Drink from 2022. Elite 
Wines Import. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

92 Château Larose Perganson 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
This estate is under the same manage-

ment as the neighboring large vineyard of Larose 
Trintaudon. The wine is stylish with ripe fruit that 
is balanced with fine acidity. It has structure from a 
core of tannins that are just beginning to soften. The 
wine will be ready to drink from 2020. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Château Malescasse 2014 Haut-Médoc. With 
vines in the village of Lamarque close to the 

Gironde estuary, this estate is well placed to benefit 
from the warmth of the water. The wine, a blend 
of 55% Cabernet Sauvignon and 40% Merlot (with 
the remainder Petit Verdot) is richly structured 
and dense. It has firm tannins as well as perfumed 
black-currant fruit. The wine will be ready to drink 
from 2021. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Château Bernadotte 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 
great dominance of Cabernet Sauvignon in the 

blend has given this wine both a fine structure and 
crisp swathes of black-currant fruit. It is a firm wine 
at this stage, although the fine fruitiness will become 
an important part of the taste. The estate is named 
after one of Napoleon’s generals who became King 
of Sweden. Drink from 2021. The Wine Trust. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Château Clément-Pichon 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
Under the same ownership as Château la 

Dominique in Saint-Emilion, this estate continues 
to make impressive wine. With its subtle tannins 
and ripe berry fruits, it is structured while never let-
ting the tannins overwhelm the fruit. It is an impres-
sive wine to age, so drink from 2021. HP Selections. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Château d’Agassac 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 
moated fairy-tale castle of Agassac is a show-

piece of the Médoc. This wine is structured, juicy and 
firm. It has dense dry tannins at this stage although 
the weight of fruit shows it will develop richly. The 
wine, with its hints of a blackberry future, will be 
ready to drink from 2020. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Château de Malleret 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
grand estate situated in the southern Médoc 

has been revitalized in recent years and now makes 
some impressive wines. This rich wine is concen-
trated with a dark texture that will allow it to age 

well. There is a juicy aftertaste showing the ripe 
fruit. Drink from 2021. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Château du Taillan 2014 Haut-Médoc. Owned 
by the Cruse family, part of the old Bordeaux 

elite, the estate is in the southern Médoc. The 
wine, with its firm character and rounded fruit, has 
weight and considerable richness. It will develop 
into a plush full-bodied wine. Drink from 2020. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Château Duthil 2014 Haut-Médoc. Produced 
by the team from classed growth Château 

Giscours, this is a successfully ripe wine with 
smoothly integrated tannins. Cushioned by the ripe 
fruit, the structure is concentrated and impressive. 
Drink this wine from 2022. HP Selections. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Château Hourtin-Ducasse 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
Low yields have produced a concentrated 

wine. The tannins are powerful and dense—a 
fine foil to the ripe juicy black-currant fruit. The 
impressive wine is going to take its time to be ready 
to drink with richness and tight structure. Drink 
from 2021. Table & Vine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Château Larose-Trintaudon 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
One of the largest vineyards in the Médoc 

and just outside Pauillac, this estate is also one of 
the most reliable. This vintage is finely structured 
with just the right amount of tannin to support 
the black and red-berry fruits. Fruity and juicy, 
it should be ready to drink from 2020. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

91 Château Maurac 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 55% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 45% Merlot blend 

comes from an estate just north of Saint-Estèphe. 
It reflects the structure and density of that appel-
lation. Bold, ripe and fruity, it will age well. Drink 
from 2020. Michael Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

91 Château Peyrabon 2014 Haut-Médoc. Owned 
by the Bernard family who also own one of 

the major Bordeaux negociants, Millésima, the wine 
is structured, deliciously fruity and with a series 
of smoky tannins that will allow it to age. It comes 
from a vineyard close to Pauillac and that shows in 
the dense Cabernet Sauvignon that gives the wine 
its weight. Drink from 2021. Millésima USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Château Pontoise Cabarrus 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
This is a powerfully tannic wine from a blend 

of equal proportions of Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot with a serious touch of Petit Verdot. It is 
dark in color, dense in texture although with no hint 

of toughness. Instead, it is a rich wine that will age 
well. Drink from 2023. The Bright Raven. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

91 Château Sénéjac 2014 Haut-Médoc. This is a 
structured wine that has both firm tannins 

and ripe black plum fruits. It is concentrated and 
serious, the wood aging and the fruit tannins giv-
ing a lift and richness to the spicy fruit. The estate, 
going back to the 17th century, has 96 acres. Drink 
from 2021. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90 Château Balac 2014 Haut-Médoc. With 
vines close to Pauillac, the estate offers an 

unusual blend with 50% Petit Verdot. Great tan-
nins and intense black fruits as well as an almost 
black color are the result. The wine is solid, struc-
tured and likely to need time to be ready to drink. 
Keep until 2021. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Château Charmail 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
Unusually for the Médoc, this wine has a 

significant percentage (14.5%) of Cabernet Franc as 
well as 12.5% Petit Verdot. These two grapes give 
the wine its perfume and its dark color. They add to 
the rich tannins and juicy black currants that pack 
the wine. Drink this fine wine from 2020. Millésima 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Château du Retout 2014 Haut-Médoc. With 
an unusually high proportion (nearly 17%) 

of Petit Verdot in the blend, this is both darkly struc-
tured and dark in color. It is weight, intense youth-
ful acidity and black-currant fruits. It’s also rich, full 
of tannins and in need of several years. Drink from 
2021. Total Wine & More. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château Lamothe-Cissac 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
From the north of the Haut-Médoc, just 

outside Saint-Estèphe, this wine has a predomi-
nance of Cabernet Sauvignon. That yields black-
currant fruit and tight tannins. The spice from wood 
aging will integrate as it matures to give a rich juicy 
wine. Drink from 2020. Total Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Landat 2014 Haut-Médoc. This is 
one a group of chateaus just to the north of 

Saint-Estèphe owned by the Fabre family. Ripe and 
rich, it is already a smooth and fruity wine. Black 
plums and black currants shine here supported by a 
dry core of tannins that is sure to soften. Drink from 
2019. Total Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Château Lestage Simon 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
With its relatively high alcohol, it is logical 

that this should be a rich wine. It has juicy black-
berry fruits cut with acidity while having weight 
and density. It is almost pure Merlot which gives the 
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wine its fruit and concentration. Drink from 2019. 
Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Château Maucamps 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
is a powerful wine with a strong presence 

of Cabernet Sauvignon to give structure as well as 
fruit. The wine has great acidity and a rich texture 
along with ripe plum and black-currant fruit. It 
comes from an 18th century estate in the southern 
Médoc. Drink from 2022. DS Trading Co. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

90 Château Paloumey 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
blend of 55% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

45% Merlot is initially firm with dry tannins and 
a powerful structure. This will soften as the bright 
black-currant flavor from the Cabernet begins to 
shine. The wine, produced in the southern part of 
Haut-Médoc, will develop well. Drink from 2021. 
Aquitaine Wine Company. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

89 Château de Villambis 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 
low yields behind this wine have given it 

concentration as well as a firm tannic structure. It 
is dense and will take time for the fruit to shine. 
There are hints of the black-currant fruitiness that 
will arrive in time along with a crisp acidity. Drink 
from 2020. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

89 Château Reysson 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
is a bold and rich wine, a blend totally 

dominated by 90% Merlot. It is fruity, structured 
and with fine juicy black fruits and acidity. The 12 
months of wood aging have given the wine an edge 
of spice that is attractive now. Final tannins will 
allow it to age. Drink from 2021 Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 Château Bellegrave du Poujeau 2014 Haut-
Médoc. In the south of the Médoc and away 

from the Gironde estuary, this vineyard has pro-
duced a wine that is half Cabernet Sauvignon and 
40% Merlot. That blend gives the wine its structure 
as well as the juicy black-currant acidity. The wood 
aging has filled the wine out to give a bottle with 
good aging potential. Drink from 2020. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Bibian 2014 Haut-Médoc. Close to 
the Listrac vineyards and with the same 

ownership as Cap Léon Veyrin, this estate is on 
some of the same limestone soil as that appellation. 
The wine is structured and tight with firm tannins. 
The 55% of Merlot does suggest a juicy character 
although this will take time to develop and fill out. 
Drink from 2020. Spec’s. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Braude Fellonneau 2014 Haut-
Médoc. Owned by the Margaux estate of 

Château Mongravey, this small property is located 

in Macau in the southern Médoc. The wine is soft 
and generous with ripe berry fruits and light tan-
nins. It does have an edge of tannins that are there 
to give the wine its shape. Drink from 2020. Golden 
Ram Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

88 Château d’Arcins 2014 Haut-Médoc. Owned 
by the Castel family, this chateau regularly 

produces attractive wines. This year, the wine is 
rich and still with its layers of dominant wood fla-
vors. It also has a fine structure that will allow it to 
age. The finish brings in bright, juicy acidity. Drink 
from 2020. Luneau USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Château de Gironville 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
From one of the two properties owned by 

the Mulliez family of Château Belle-Vue, this wine 
is full of dense tannins as well as black currants. It 
is likely to develop into a rich although always firm 
wine. Drink from 2020. Signature Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Doyac 2014 Haut-Médoc. Because 
it is planted in clay and limestone soil, this 

wine is inevitably dominated by Merlot. The wood-
aging flavor shows strongly with spice and toast 
while the fruit is just beginning to hint at a black-
currant future. It is rich and full, needing time. 
Drink from 2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

88 Château du Raux 2014 Haut-Médoc. This is a 
spicy toasty wine, showing the wood-aging 

flavors strongly at this young stage. It has spice, 
dark tannins and bitter coffee flavors. That suggests 
the wine could remain firm and with a dry edge. The 
juicy acidity certainly needs time to fill out. Drink 
from 2021. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Château Hanteillan 2014 Haut-Médoc. Situ-
ated just north of Saint-Estèphe, the prop-

erty has produced a generously structured wine that 
is already balanced. The hints of wood aging sus-
tain the complex, ripe blackberry fruit. Drink from 
2020. Advini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Château la Tonnelle 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
Under the same family ownership as Châ-

teau Lamothe-Cissac, this estate has produced a 
broa rich wine, dominated by its 60% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. It is rounded already with juicy black-
berry fruits and dark tannins. Drink this already 
fruity wine from 2019. Total Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Château Lieujean 2014 Haut-Médoc. One 
of the properties owned by Jean-Michel 

Lapalu, the wine comes from the far north of the 
Haut-Médoc appellation. It is tight with firm tan-
nins and a dry core that will need time to soften. 

The fruit is going to become more generous as the 
wine fills out. Drink from 2020. Advini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Liversan 2014 Haut-Médoc. One 
of the group of vineyards that make up 

Domaines Lapalu, this wine is attractive and soft. It 
has generous black cherry and plum fruit along with 
gentle tannins that are already softening. Drink 
from 2019. Advini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Magnol 2014 Haut-Médoc. For full 
review see page 21.

abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Château Tour Saint-Joseph 2014 Haut-
Médoc. This soft and generous wine gets its 

ripe fruity character from its 50% Merlot. There are 
tannins and a concentrated backbone to the wine. 
But it is dominated by its generous fruits and fine 
acidity. This is one of the chateaus owned by nego-
ciant Cheval Quancard. Drink from 2019. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château Barreyres 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
is a smooth and soft wine that will develop 

quickly. It has a light tannin structure behind the 
easy blackberry fruit. The chateau is owned by Cas-
tel, the largest drinks producer in France. Drink this 
attractive wine from 2018. Luneau USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château Dasvin-Bel-Air 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
Based in Macau in the southern Médoc, this 

estate is dominated by Merlot. That gives a rich 
wine, suffused with some attractive dusty tannins 
and juicy blackberry fruit. The aftertaste leaves 
crisp acidity. Drink the wine from 2019. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Château du Raux 2013 Haut-Médoc. The wine 
has bright red fruits and lively acidity. It 

tastes light with only an edge of tannin to give the 
wine its shape. With a juicy aftertaste, it will mature 
quickly. Drink from 2018. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Château Haut Beyzac 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 
65% of Merlot in the blend gives a wine 

that is soft and rounded. With its acidity and fine 
tannins, it is fresh and fruity. Black currants and 
berries dominate a wine that will be ready to drink 
from 2019. Champion Wine Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 Château Meyre 2014 Haut-Médoc. Produced 
from organically grown grapes, the wine is 

fruity, lightly structured and developing quickly. It 
has generous black currants and black plums that are 
already attractive and crisp. There is a firm back drop 
of tannins. Drink from 2019. DS Trading Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 
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86 Château du Moulin Rouge 2014 Haut-Médoc. 
This is firm with dry tannins and a concen-

trated dense texture. It is more about structure than 
fruit and it is likely to remain dry. The acidity at the 
end does give a final lift. Montgomery County. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

86 Château Fontesteau 2014 Haut-Médoc. This 
is an ancient 13th-century fortified castle 

with an impressive keep. The wine is more in a 
modern style, full of crisp fruits and with attractive 
balanced tannins. There is a smoky edge from the 
wood aging and intense black-currant acidity. Drink 
from 2020. Lemma Wine Co Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Château Peyredon Lagravette 2014 Haut-
Médoc. From a small estate of only 10 acres, 

this wine with its 60% Merlot is fruity with just the 
right amount of tannins. It has red fruit and crisp 
acidity along with a dry edge. The wine is likely to 
age quickly, so drink from 2019. Polaner Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

86 Château Victoria 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 
wine is smooth and ripe. Generous and 

already balanced between tannins and black fruits, 
it is a rich wine that will develop quickly. Drink 
from 2019. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Château Aney 2014 Haut-Médoc. The 65% 
Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend has pro-

duced a wine that is tight with as much acidity as 
fruit. It does have a juicy edge that is attractive 
although overall the wine seems thin and dry. Ker-
mit Lynch Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

85 Château Barthez 2014 Haut-Médoc. Under 
the same ownership as Château de Malleret 

in the southern Médoc, this neighboring estate is 
firm and tannic with a dry hard core. That dryness 
and structure will probably remain even as the fruit 
fills out to give blackberry flavors. Less extraction 
would have helped. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

85 Château le Bourdieu Vertheuil 2014 Haut-
Médoc. This is a structured wine that will 

shortly balance its blackberry fruit and tannins. 
It has fine acidity, and a core of dryness that will 
soften. Drink from 2019. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

PESSAC-LÉOGNAN

97 Château Haut-Brion 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
With seriously dense tannins, this shows 

great structure. Rich and full of ripe fruit, it also has 
a fresh streak that gives it a lift. The structure will 
allow the wine to age over many years while the fruit 

and acidity will give it crispness. Drink this impres-
sive wine from 2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $330 

96 Château Smith Haut Lafitte 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. This is a powerful wine, made 

to age for a long time, from this estate which is 
performing in top gear. Complex tannins and dark 
fruits both make their presence felt. It has weight, 
ripeness and a dense structure. A great success, it 
is unlikely to be ready to drink before 2027. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

95 Château Haut-Bailly 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
Initial tight acidity in this crisp wine gives 

way to smooth rich black fruits. This already has a 
fine balance with its ripe juiciness and delicious red-
berry flavors. It is going to develop into a very fine 
wine. Drink from 2024. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

95 Château La Mission Haut-Brion 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. Richly endowed, the wine is beau-

tifully concentrated. Still young it has considerable 
potential with its rich fruits and firm tannins. There 
is a strongly juicy aftertaste that brings in the fresh-
ness of the year. The wine will age well, and should 
not be drunk before 2026. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $202 

95 Château Malartic-Lagravière 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. Tight tannins mask the ripe fruit 

in a wine that is set for long-term aging, so there is 
a dry core that dominates at the moment. But not 
for long: the bold black fruits are insistent and are 
going to be delicious. This is a structured wine that 
will be ready in 2026. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

95 Domaine de Chevalier 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
The wine is powered both by its tannins and 

by its great fruit. Dark and dense both in the struc-
ture and the black-plum flavors, it is very fine wine– 
juicy and ripe. This is a serious wine with a great 
future. Drink from 2026. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

94 Château la Louvière 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
From one of the major estates in Pessac-

Léognan, this is a fine, stylish and tightly structured 
wine. It has spice and intense acidity to balance the 
dark tannins and black-currant fruit. It is going to 
need several years to really mature. The estate is 
owned by André Lurton who was influential in cre-
ating the Pessac-Léognan appellation. Drink from 
2024. HP Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

94 Château Olivier 2014 Pessac-Léognan. This 
is a tightly coiled wine, still firm and packed 

with tannins as well as fruit. It has a strong dry core 
that is lifted by the bright acidity. This is going to be 

a very complete wine, all the elements well in place. 
Drink from 2026. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

94 Château Pape Clément 2014 Pessac- 
Léognan. Ripe and richly fruity, the wine is 

full bodied with great acidity as well as firm tan-
nins. It will keep for many years. Bold tannins and 
a fine tension between the fruit and acidity are all 
promising for the future. Drink this impressive wine 
from 2025. Bernard Magrez. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

93 Château Bouscaut 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
This is a structured wine that also has great 

layers of rich black fruits. They give the wine weight 
and intensity that is lifted by acidity. It is a pow-
erful complex wine, concentrated and ripe. Drink 
from 2025. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Château de Fieuzal 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
Ripe and fruity, the wine is a great success. 

It has juicy berry fruits that are underpinned by the 
firm tannins and mineral structure. It is full while 
also crisp: a wine that is deliciously perfumed. 
Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château Latour-Martillac 2014 Pessac-Léog-
nan. Tightly structured, this is a dense wine. 

Packed with dry tannins, it is starting life as a firm 
wine. It is equally rich in fruit, a panoply of black 
plums and red currants. Drink this concentrated 
wine from 2026. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Château Carbonnieux 2014 Pessac-Léognan. 
This is a firmly structured wine, solid with 

fine tannins. Behind the tight facade, there is plenty 
of fruit as well as the acidity typical of the vintage. 
It will develop into a deliciously juicy wine. Drink 
from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Château Couhins 2014 Pessac-Léognan. Firm 
while also juicy, this is a bright and fruity 

wine. It has plenty of acidity as well as a lively tex-
ture that will allow this attractive wine to age well 
over the medium term. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

92 Château Couhins-Lurton 2014 Pessac-Léo-
gnan. This is a finely perfumed wine. It has 

a strong sense of structure with its tight tannins. It 
also has lively crisp red fruits that give both acidity 
and richness to a wine that will develop well. Drink 
from 2025. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

92 Château Haut-Brion 2014 Le Clarence de 
Haut-Brion (Pessac-Léognan). Firm and 

structured, this is a dark still-young wine. With 
a strong tannic core, it is concentrated, the black 
fruits are firmly in the throes of the tannins. Give 
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this impressively serious second wine of Haut- 
Brion time. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $156 

92 Château La Mission Haut-Brion 2014 La 
Chapelle de la Mission Haut-Brion (Pessac-

Léognan). This is a finely perfumed wine with its 
dark tannins and juicy black-currant fruit. It has 
structure and a dense texture although this is filled 
with the bright acidity that gives the wine a lift. 
This will age well, so drink from 2021. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

92 Château Pontac Monplaisir 2014 Pessac-
Léognan. Named after the Pontac family 

which in the 18th century owned large swathes of 
Bordeaux and its vineyards, this estate is based 
around a former hunting lodge. The wine is ripe 
and full, finely structured and with tight still-young 
acidity. Drink from 2022. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

91 Château la Garde 2014 Pessac-Léognan. For 
full review see page 14. 

abv: 13% Price: $39 

91 Château Larrivet Haut-Brion 2014 Les Hauts 
de Larrivet Haut-Brion (Pessac-Léognan). 

This is the second wine of Larrivet Haut-Brion. It is 
rich with tannins and juicy with black-currant acid-
ity. As befits a second wine, it is developing well and 
easily. Drink from 2021. While it shares the same 
name as Château Haut-Brion, there is no ownership 
or location connection between the two properties. 
Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

LALANDE DE POMEROL

91 Clos l’Hermitage 2012 Lalande de Pomerol. 
Rich and becoming smooth, this wine is the 

product of fine ripe Merlot. It is packed with fruit, 
with tannins that are now integrated and a generous 
amount of weight and concentration. This is already 
an attractive wine, although it will be better from 
2019. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Château les Graves de Lavaud 2013 Lalande 
de Pomerol. This is rich, full of jammy Mer-

lot and with layers of tannins interspersed with crisp 
acidity. It feels full, ripe, structured and likely to age 
well. With its youthful exuberance, it will be ready 
to drink from 2019. LQK Companies LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Domaine des Sabines 2014 Lalande de 
Pomerol. Packed with ripe Merlot fruit, 

this is a dense wine. It has impressive structure and 
great acidity to cut through the dark fruit. Rich and 
full in the mouth, this will be a solid fine wine from 
2020. Wine Warehouse Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

88 Clos l’Hermitage 2014 Lalande de Pomerol. 
This small property in Lalande de Pomerol is 

owned by the Bertin family. In this vintage, they seem 
to have become excited by wood aging which shows 
strongly and dominates the Merlot fruits. With spice 
and bitter chocolate flavors, the wine will take time 
to soften. Drink from 2022. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

POMEROL

97 Vieux Château Certan 2014 Pomerol. This is 
a rich, finely structured wine. It is highly 

perfumed, packed with black fruits and a dark, firm 
texture. At the same time, the acidity is intense and 
the structure tight, suggesting a wine to age. Beauti-
fully endowed with great fruit, it will take time to 
develop. Drink from 2026. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $130 

96 Château Pétrus 2014 Pomerol. The wine is a 
velvet glove in an iron fist. The smooth sur-

face of ripe fruits and rich blackberry flavors, masks 
the dense tannins that will allow this very great 
wine to age for many, many years. The acidity and 
the rich fruit combine with the fine dusty tannins. 
The wine will surely not be ready to drink before 
2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

95 Château la Fleur-Pétrus 2014 Pomerol. This 
is a wine with great balance and elegance as 

well as richness. With layers of fine dusty tannins 
it has a warm character that is repeated in the per-
fumed fruit and juicy acidity. The wine is impres-
sive, likely to age well. Drink from 2024. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $165 

95 Château Trotanoy 2014 Pomerol. This is a 
powerfully structured wine from a 18-acre 

property on the plateau of Pomerol. Rich Merlot 
dominates and gives the wine both its alcohol and 
its intense tannins and juicy red fruits. The wine is 
dense with the potential for aging over a consider-
able time. Drink from 2025. Cellar Selection. Drey-
fus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

94 Château Certan de May de Certan 2014 
Pomerol. This is a big wine in its breadth of 

flavors and structure. Powerful tannins give hints of 
the wood aging. The ripe black fruit is given a crisp 
edge by the acidity that is typical of the vintage. The 
wine will certainly age well. Drink from 2023. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

94 Château Hosanna 2014 Pomerol. This is 
a small, 10-acre property, owned by the 

Moueix family, at the heart of the Pomerol plateau. 
With its 30% Cabernet Franc it is perfumed and 
ripe, giving delicious black fruits as well as a firmer 

structure. The wine is set for a long aging with great 
potential. Drink from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $130 

94 Château l’Évangile 2014 Pomerol. Big, bold 
and ripe, this is a rich wine with its 82% 

Merlot. It is jammy while keeping its tannins and 
structure. Ripe and full in the mouth, the wine is 
firm enough to age for a long time. It is going to be 
generous, full and ripe. Drink from 2025. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Château Latour à Pomerol 2014 Pomerol. 
The tannins and density of this wine are 

impressive. With its strong structure and concen-
trated fruit, the wine is ripe and likely to age well. 
Blackberry and red-cherry flavors dominate a wine 
that is going to be ready to drink from 2022. Drey-
fus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $110 

92 Château Fayat 2014 Pomerol. Under the 
same ownership as Château la Dominque 

in neighboring Saint-Emilion, this estate produces 
100% Merlot. This generous wine with its rich tan-
nins is dark with tight acidity, juicy black fruits and 
dark coffee flavors. It is concentrated and is going 
to take many years to soften. Drink from 2023. HP 
Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

91 Château Bourgneuf 2014 Pomerol. This 
22-acre property produces wines dominated 

by 90% Merlot. That gives ripe juicy red-fruit fla-
vors, rich tannins and density. There is also a strong 
streak of acidity that shows vividly. The wine will 
soften over the next few years and give a delicious 
drink from 2021. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

91 Château Nenin 2014 Pomerol. This a finely 
perfumed wine with its 32% Cabernet Franc, 

unusual for this estate. It gives a wine with great 
structure and concentration as well as layers of ripe 
black fruits. The wine needs to age so drink from 
2023. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

91 Domaine Roses Camille 2009 Pomerol. This is 
a generous wine, made in small quantities in 

Pomerol. Ripe tannins and concentrated dark fruits 
are packed into a rich structure of juicy now-mature 
Merlot. This is an opulent wine, ready to drink. LQK 
Companies LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Château Lafleur-Gazin 2014 Pomerol. A 
smooth wine that is ripe with rich berry 

and dark-plum fruits. With its soft tannins and 
juicy crisp acidity, the wine is warm, rounded and 
likely to develop quickly. Drink this already attrac-
tive smoky wine from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 
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90 Domaine Roses Camille 2008 Pomerol. This 
is a succulent wine, with juicy red fruits 

and a fine structure that gives the wine its texture. 
Balanced and ready to drink, the wine (which is 
made in tiny quantities) is a fine mature Bordeaux. 
LQK Companies LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $130 

90 Le Clos de Beau-Père 2014 Pomerol. This is 
a ripe complete wine. With its tannins and 

rich structure balanced by the generous black fruits, 
it has weight. Cut by the acidity of the vintage, this 
is serious, complex and worthy of aging. Drink from 
2022. AHD Vintners. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

89 Château Plince 2014 Pomerol. The wine has 
bold fruit and ripe tannins. There is still 

a strong flavor from the wood aging although this 
should integrate. The fruit is the dominant charac-
ter of this red-berry flavored wine. Drink from 2021. 
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $49 

88 Château Nenin 2014 Fugue de Nenin 
(Pomerol). Dense with almost 100% Mer-

lot, this is a rich wine. It has tannins that are cush-
ioned by the ripe fruit and lifted by the acidity. The 
wine is dense with fruit, likely to develop quickly. 
Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Domaine Roses Camille 2011 Pomerol. This is 
a firm, toasty and tannic wine that reflects 

its tough vintage. Made from 100% Merlot it has 
ripe fruit that was aged for two years in wood to 
give that spicy woody character. The fruit still needs 
time to enhance the rich texture of the wine. Drink 
from 2020. Kosher. LQK Companies LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $159 

MONTAGNE-SAINT-ÉMILION

89 Château Faizeau 2014 Sélection Vieilles 
Vignes (Montagne-Saint-Émilion). The ori-

gins of this estate date back to a medieval Bene-
dictine monastery. Today, the 29-acre estate has 
produced a rich—almost too rich—wine. Its jammy 
blackberry fruits are spoiled by the hint of pepper 
that comes from the alcohol. Still, the fruit is ripe 
and dense with a backing of firm tannins. Drink 
from 2020. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Château Teyssier 2014 Montagne-Saint-
Émilion. From a vineyard dating back to the 

15th-century, this is an almost pure Merlot wine. 
It is ripe, juicy and with a good balance between 
acidity and red fruits. The tannins are already soft, 
allowing the fruitiness to shine. Drink from 2020. 
HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Château Marquisat de Binet 2012 Cuvée Abel 
(Montagne-Saint-Émilion). The wine is tight 

with considerable tannins over the black-currant 
fruit. That makes for a structured dark wine with 
black-plum skins giving a firm texture. The wine will 
need time. Drink from 2021. LQK Companies LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

85 Château Plaisance 2014 Montagne-Saint-
Émilion. This is a spicy wine with some 

attractive red fruits. There is a rustic barnyard 
character that is less pleasing. The juicy acidity at 
the end does give a lift to what is a disappointing 
wine. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

SAINT-ÉMILION

97 Château Angélus 2014 Saint-Émilion. Effec-
tively half-and-half Merlot and Cabernet 

Franc, this is a tremendous wine. With very fine 
tannins, spice from a touch of wood and swathes 
of ripe fruits give this wine its concentration and 
its huge potential. The wine has weight and a dark, 
dense structure that will allow it to age for many 
years. Drink from 2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

97 Château Ausone 2014 Saint-Émilion. This 
grand wine is stylish and elegant. It is also 

powerful and dense with dark tannins and great con-
centration. It is a very fine wine, packed with black 
plum and berry fruits and balanced richness. Don’t 
let the great fruit deceive: this is a wine for the seri-
ous long term. Drink from 2028. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

97 Château Figeac 2014 Saint-Émilion. The 
classic blend for Figeac with its 32% of Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and 28% Cabernet Franc gives a 
beautifully dense wine with great tannins. The wine 
is perfumed while the complex tannins are finely 
cushioned by the generous black fruits and acidity. 
It is a wine for long-term aging. Drink from 2026. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $90 

96 Château Bélair-Monange 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
With the amalgamation of Château Magde-

laine into this one property, the estate is now a con-
siderable 58 acres. The wine is now performing in 
top gear. Powerful tannins drive the mainly Merlot 
blend with 10% Cabernet Franc. It still shows signs 
of the wood aging and these will disappear to leave a 
richly endowed wine with a fine future. Drink from 
2026. Cellar Selection. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co.—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

96 Château Cheval Blanc 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
With its high proportion of Cabernet Franc 

(45%), this is a finely perfumed rich wine. It has 
great tannins, a smoky character that comes from 

the wood. The tannins are quite marked, giving a 
tight firm edge to the wine that otherwise has gen-
erous fruitiness. This is a complex wine, impressive, 
and likely to age over many years. Drink from 2028. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

96 Château Valandraud 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
Here’s an impressive wine that is so ripe 

and with great structure. It is a major wine with a 
dark complex texture and the finest acidity. The wine 
is very complete, all the elements in place from the 
black fruits to the tannins to the hints of wood aging. 
Now at the top of the tree in Saint-Emilion’s classifi-
cation, the wine will take years to mature. Drink from 
2027. Latitude Wines, Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $200 

96 Le Dôme 2014 Saint-Émilion. For full review 
see page 4. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $175 

95 Château Pavie 2014 Saint-Émilion. This is a 
perfumed ripe wine, packed with generous 

tannins that still give a style and elegance that is 
a remove from the older overripe style of Pavie. It 
is balanced, complex and with great potential. The 
wood and the tannins are in harmony with the black 
fruits. With its structure, it will certainly age well. 
Drink from 2027. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

95 Vieux Château Mazerat 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
For full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $150 

94 Château Ausone 2014 La Chapelle d’Ausone 
(Saint-Émilion). The second wine of Ausone 

is powerful with plenty of firm tannins. At the same 
time, it is ripe, with softness from the fruit and light 
extraction. It is a very fine wine, delicious with its 
acidity and its black-currant fruitiness. Drink this 
wine from 2024. Château Ausone. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

94 Château Quintus 2014 Saint-Émilion. This 
rich wine has a good proportion (31%) of 

Cabernet Franc to give it a perfumed structured 
character. It is dense and with considerable tannins 
at this stage. By contrast, the fruit has enormous 
potential with rich blackberry and black-plum fla-
vors. This chateau has made a considerable stride in 
this vintage. Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $91 

94 Les Astéries 2014 Saint-Émilion. Tight and 
concentrated, this is a very fine wine. Great 

acidity and great tannins go with the most intense 
fruit. Blackberry and black-cherry flavors power 
through this structured wine. There is also elegance 
and a fine sense of style. Drink from 2025. World’s 
End LLC. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $150 
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93 Château Angélus 2014 Le Carillon d’Angélus 
(Saint-Émilion). The second wine of Angé-

lus is almost as structured as the first wine. It has 
serious tannins and dark acidity. At the same time, 
the fruit is rich with black-currant flavors. It is solid 
with plenty of potential. Drink this very fine wine 
from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

93 Château Bellevue 2014 Saint-Émilion. The 
wine from this estate perched high above 

Château Angélus is tight and mineral. While the 
dark dense tannins are to the fore, it also has great 
fruits. The acidity and the crisp texture give the 
wine both its intensity and its potential. Drink from 
2025. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Château la Gaffelière 2014 Clos la Gaffelière 
(Saint-Émilion). This is the second wine of 

Grand Cru Classé Château la Gaffelière. It revels in 
ripe juicy Merlot while keeping a sense of style and 
elegance. Produced by the Malet-Roquefort family, 
owners since 1705, the wine has some firm tan-
nins while never losing sight of the generous black 
fruits. Drink from 2022. Advantage International. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château la Grâce Dieu 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
This is a deliciously balanced wine. Spice 

from the wood aging makes a happy contrast with 
the black-currant fruit and acidity. It is elegant 
and with great fruitiness. The wine, with its tan-
nic base, will age well. The estate is to the west of 
Saint-Emilion, close to Château Figeac. Drink from 
2023. HP Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

93 Château la Marzelle 2014 Saint-Émilion. Pro-
duced from biodynamically grown grapes, 

this is a fine, smooth and rich wine. Great tannins are 
cushioned within the ripe blackberry fruits and gen-
erous texture. It is already a delicious wine, although 
certain to age as well. The estate is close to Château 
Figeac. Drink from 2022. Latitude Wines, Inc. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

93 Château Pavie Decesse 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
From the vineyard on the slope above Châ-

teau Pavie, this is a beautiful, juicy and ripe wine. It 
has a mineral character with great swathes of black-
currant fruit. This is a very fine wine, well delin-
eated, ripe and with a delicious red-currant after-
taste. Drink from 2026. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Château Valandraud 2014 Virginie de 
Valandraud (Saint-Émilion). Made from a 

separate parcel of the Valandraud estate, this is a 
fruity, ripe wine. Dark tannins and flavors of dark 
chocolate combine with great fruit and acidity. It is 
still packed with tannins and will take plenty of time 

to come round. Drink from 2024. Miller Squared 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

93 Le Carré 2014 Saint-Émilion. Rounded and 
rich, this single-vineyard wine is concen-

trated without losing a touch of its beautiful fruit. It 
has a fine balance between fruit and acidity as well 
as a tense line of minerality and tight texture. Drink 
this impressive wine from 2024. World’s End LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $140 

92 Château Bel-Air Ouÿ 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
The wine from this estate, controlled by 

Jean-Luc Thunevin of Château Valandraud, is seri-
ous with dark tannins and concentrated fruit. It is 
complex with layers of black fruit and a sweet ripe 
structure. Serious, intense and with fine acidity as 
a balance, it will be ready from 2023. T. Edward 
Wines Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Château Cheval Blanc 2014 Le Petit Cheval 
(Saint-Émilion). Almost equal proportions 

of Merlot and Cabernet Franc have given a beau-
tifully perfumed wine. It has quite a structure for 
a second wine, although this is balanced with the 
intense black fruits. The touches of wood have given 
this wine its light spice flavor. Drink from 2023. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Château Daugay 2014 Saint-Émilion. Bold 
fruits dominate this ripe wine. As an estate 

under the guidance of Hubert de Boüard of Château 
Angélus, it has made enormous progress. Big tan-
nins are enveloped in the ripe fruit to give a wine 
that is sumptuous and rich. Drink from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

92 Château Grand Barrail Lamarzelle Figeac 
2014 Saint-Émilion. For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

92 Château Haut-Simard 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
Rich and soft, this is a fine, tannic and fruit-

driven wine. It is full of bright acidity, smooth tan-
nins and with a touch of smokiness from the wood 
aging. Produced from a small parcel in the Simard 
vineyard, it is set to age well. It has fine elegant tan-
nic structure. Drink from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Château Moulin Saint-Georges 2014 Saint-
Émilion. One of several vineyards owned 

by the Vauthier family of Château Ausone, this is 
a tense wine with great structure as well as deli-
cious ripe fruits. It has spice, a smoky edge and the 
acidity that is so typical of the vintage. Drink this 
attractive while structured wine from 2023. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Clos Badon-Thunevin 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
With great acidity, this wine that comes from 

vines close to Château Pavie, is ripe with fine tannins 
and a generous structure. It is fruity with red-berry 
fruits and a crisp texture. The wine, with its tannins, 
will take time to develop. Drink from 2022. Calvert 
Woodley Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

91 Château Bellevue-Mondotte 2014 Saint-Émil-
ion. This is a rich jammy wine. Great black 

fruits and dark tannins are mixed with touches of 
chocolate and bitter coffee. It is dense, although 
with the acidity of the year it has a crispness that 
contrasts with the richness. Drink this ripe wine 
from 2026. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

91 Château du Parc 2014 Saint-Émilion. This is 
a generous ripe wine. It is full of rich black 

fruits that are cut with acidity as well as fleshed 
out with firm tannins. Dense and still dry, this 
young wine needs to age further. Drink from 2021. 
HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Château Laforge 2014 Saint-Émilion. Ripe 
and fruity with smooth tannins and gener-

ous fruits, this is a concentrated wine that is also 
stylish. It has plenty of tannins that are so well 
integrated. The wine is going to be delicious with 
its acidity and juicy jammy fruit. Drink from 2020. 
World’s End LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Château Quintus 2014 Le Dragon de Quintus 
(Saint-Émilion). Ripe Merlot gives this wine 

its richness and concentration. It is filled with 
black fruits, hints of the wood aging and with tan-
nins cushioned by the fruit. Acidity shows strongly 
at the end, leaving a bright aftertaste. Drink from 
2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

90 Château de Fonbel 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
There are fine ripe tannins here that go 

with the smoky fruitiness. The wine is lightly struc-
tured—enough to allow it to age. At the same time 
with its fine fruits, it is rich and open. Drink the 
wine from 2021. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Château Fleur Cardinale 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
Bold and fruity, this wine is rich with 

smooth tannins and a fine ripe texture. Powered by 
its structure and its dark fruits, it is a wine for seri-
ous aging. Drink from 2022. Gabriella Fine Wines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Château Monbousquet 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
A superripe structured wine that has seri-

ous tannins and a smoky dark character. Right now, 
the tannins dominate the otherwise fruity wine, but 
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with some time it will soften and balance out. Drink 
this powerful wine from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Château Pavie 2014 Arômes de Pavie (Saint-
Émilion). This is a stylish wine with a touch 

of minerality as well as acidity. It is light in char-
acter with a tangy texture and fine pure fruits. The 
wine is ripe while never excessive. The bitter coffee 
flavor will surely pass as the wine matures. Drink 
from 2024. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Château Quinault L’Enclos 2014 Saint-Émil-
ion. The wine from this estate within the 

city of Libourne is packed with the most delicious 
Merlot. Ripe, layered with acidity and with intense 
red fruits, it is a rich red. Red currant and red-berry 
flavors dominate this generous full-bodied wine. 
Drink from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Château Teyssier 2014 Saint-Émilion. This 
is a delicious wine with its ripe fruits 

and soft tannins. It has a touch of spice, as well as 
bright acidity along with a touch of smokiness from 
the wood aging. Rich and generous, it will mature 
quickly. Drink from 2019. World’s End LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

90 Château Tour de Pressac 2014 Saint-Émil-
ion. This is the second wine of Château de 

Pressac, situated to the east of the town of Saint-
Emilion. With ripe black-plum fruit and finely inte-
grated sophisticated tannins, this is a rich wine that 
wears its alcohol easily. The juicy acidity at the end 
keeps the wine crisp and fruity. Drink from 2022. 
HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

90 Château Valade 2014 L’Etendard de Château 
Valade (Saint-Émilion). This is a big, bold 

wine with superripe fruit. It is saved from great 
excess by its tannins and acidity. It does have some 
bitterness from the high toast wood aging. The wine 
should soften out to leave a rich fruity wine. Drink 
from 2021. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Château la Clide 2011 Moulin du Château la 
Clide (Saint-Émilion). The wine is tight with 

tannins and a dense texture. It has plenty of fruit 
underneath to allow this blend of Cabernet Franc 
and Merlot to balance out. Perfumed and with fine 
acidity, the wine should be ready from 2019. Kosher. 
LQK Companies LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $89 

89 Château la Clotte 2014 Saint-Émilion. This 
is the first vintage of this property under 

the ownership of Château Ausone. The wine has a 
solid structure and firm tannins that offer rich fruit. 
It is balanced, full of tannins and with fine acidity 
as well as bold red fruits. Drink from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château Jacques Noir 2014 Saint-Émilion. 
Produced at one of the group of chateaus 

owned by the Ducourt family, this wine is bright, 
fruity and with a light tannic touch. It has a fine bal-
ance between its black fruits and its structure which 
will let it age well. Drink from 2022. HP Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

88 Château La Serre 2014 Saint-Émilion. Ripe 
berry fruits give this wine its richness. 

There is a strong acidity as well that cuts through 
the wine leaving a stalky tight young fruitiness. Let 
the wine soften and drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

88 Château Monbousquet 2014 Angélique de 
Monbousquet (Saint-Émilion). This second 

wine, from Château Monbousquet, is spicy and ripe 
with a touch of pepper. It has fruits as well, giving 
a rich character to the wine. Great acidity gives the 
much-needed a lift at the end. Drink from 2022. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Château Valandraud 2014 3 de Valandraud 
(Saint-Émilion). The third wine of Château 

Valandraud, this is a lighter version of the estate. 
With its generous tannins and concentration, it is 
smoky, full of blackberry fruits and the potential to 
age for a few years. Drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Château Simard 2014 Saint-Émilion. This is 
soft, attractive and deliciously fruity. It has 

soft tannins and lively acidity. With black currants 
and red-cherry fruits, it is going to be a bright wine 
that will age relatively quickly. Drink from 2020. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Château du Parc 2013 Saint-Émilion. Con-
sidering the relatively light nature of the 

vintage, this wine has been overmanipulated. Hard 
tannins and a bitter chocolate flavor are all too 
much for the fruit. A gentler approach would have 
been better. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

CASTILLON CÔTES DE BORDEAUX

90 Château Fongaban 2014 Castillon Côtes de 
Bordeaux. Very young, this wine is just set-

ting out. It has firm tannins, dark-chocolate flavors 
that give some bitterness and layers of wood and 
dark-black fruits from organic grapes. It is going to 
take time for this ripe concentrated wine to develop. 
The acidity and black-plum-skin texture at the end 
show it will age. Drink from 2020. HP Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Fongaban 2013 Castillon Côtes de 
Bordeaux. This is a rich and full, especially 

for a wine from the lighter 2013 vintage. Smooth, 
generous black fruits with a hint of mint (from 
aging in new wood) are buoyed by dusty tannins and 
ripe acidity. The wine, made from organic grapes, is 
fruity, still ready to develop. Drink from 2018. HP 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

CÔTES DE BORDEAUX

89 Château Réaut 2014 Côtes de Bordeaux. Pro-
duced by a group of 12 investors—six from 

Bordeaux and six from Burgundy—but certainly tast-
ing more Bordeaux than Burgundy, the wine is struc-
tured and with layers of new wood as well as black 
fruit. It has tannins and ripe fruitiness. It needs to 
age, so drink from 2020. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

88 Château Réaut 2012 Côtes de Bordeaux. The 
vineyards of this estate are on a ridge over-

looking the Garonne river. The wine is packed with 
black fruits and rich tannins. Still with its dry tan-
nins, it has a ripe future of fruit and tense acidity. 
Produced by a group of 12 investors, six from Bor-
deaux and six from Burgundy, it is a serious wine, 
ready to drink from 2019. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

BORDEAUX SUPÉRIEUR

87 Château du Bois Chantant 2014 Cuvée Lau-
rence H. (Bordeaux Supérieur). The wine is 

fruity and also textured. The acidity and dry tan-
nin and wood flavors reveal a wine that will need to 
develop. It has weight and potential richness that 
will come out over the next couple of years. Drink 
this wine from 2018. Advantage International. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Château Lauretan 2014 Bordeaux Supérieur. 
On an eminence above the river Garonne, 

this estate is in the Entre-deux-Mers. The wine 
,with its juicy red fruits, has just a touch of tannins 
along with crisp acidity and a mineral aftertaste. 
Produced from organically grown grapes, this is 
clean, bright and will be ready to drink from 2019. 
Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

BORDEAUX

89 Etablissements Thunevin 2014 Mauvais 
Garçon (Bordeaux). Named after Jean-Luc 

Thunevin’s reputation as being the bad boy of Saint-
Emilion (because he broke into the hallowed aristoc-
racy), the wine is produced from his own vines. It is 
a rich wine, full of great ripe fruits and dark tannins, 
concentrated and with some aging potential. Drink 
from 2018. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 
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87 Château Haut-Mouleyre 2014 Grand Réserve 
(Bordeaux). The top of the range wine from 

this estate is ripe and full of vivid black currant 
fruits. It does have tannins although these are 
subordinate to the juicy jammy fruit. The wine is 
almost ready to drink. Just wait until mid-2017. 
Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Etablissements Thunevin 2014 Domaine Vir-
ginie Thunevin (Bordeaux). With attractive 

red fruits and soft acidity, this is a fruity wine. It 
is ripe with a lively crisp texture. Produced by the 
daughter of Jean-Luc Thunevin of Saint-Emilion’s 
Château Valandraud, the wine is bright and ready to 
drink. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Petite Sirène 2015 Bordeaux. This is a bright, 
ripe and fruity wine. With its red fruits, gen-

tle tannins and juicy acidity, everything is in place for 
an early drinking and food friendly wine. Ready from 
late 2017. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Château La Rose Saint Germain 2014 Bor-
deaux. Owned by the Ducourt family which 

has a number of chateaus in the eastern end of 
the Bordeaux vineyards, this estate has produced 
a piercingly fruity wine. With its acidity and crisp 
texture, it is a good reflection of the fruitiness of 
the vintage. Drink from 2018. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Château Laubès 2010 Bordeaux. This is a 
wine that is almost mature. With generous 

black fruits and tannins that are integrated into the 
texture, the wine is ripe and fruity. The acidity is still 
there, giving a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. Advantage 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Château Vieux Porier 2014 Bordeaux. This 
is a light wine with bright acidity and red 

fruit flavors. It has a mere touch of tannin to give 
structure to the crisp aftertaste. Drink now. Serge 
Doré Selections. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Château les Terrasses de Bouey 2014 Bor-
deaux. A fruity wine with soft tannins that 

reflects the crispness of the vintage. The wine, full 
of blackberry fruit and balanced acidity comes from 
an estate in the heart of the Entre-deux-Mers region 
of Bordeaux. Drink now. Cutting Edge Selections. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

84 Cordier 2015 Enjoy la Vie (Bordeaux). This is 
a ripe wine, mainly from Merlot, showing 

fruit that is jammy and almost sweet. With attrac-
tive acidity to balance, it is soft, smooth and ready 
to drink. Vinadeis Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

OTHER RED WINES

91 Château de Francs 2014 Les Cerisiers (Francs 
Côtes de Bordeaux). Made with the involve-

ment of Hubert de Bouärd of Château Angélus as 
consultant, this wine is superrich and packed with 
dark fruit. Despite its high alcohol for a Bordeaux, it 
is balanced and fruity with tannins the are comfort-
ably cushioned by the fruit and freshened by acid-
ity. Drink from 2021. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Château la Vieille Cure 2014 Fronsac. With 
signs of its wood aging that are balanced 

with firm tannins and concentrated black fruits, 
this is a solid wine, packed with tannins. There is a 
touch of dark chocolate as well as the ripe fruit. It 
is a fine wine, ready to drink from 2020. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Château Rahoul 2014 Graves. Produced from 
vines an average of 24-years-old, the wine 

comes from an 86-acre vineyard to the south of Bor-
deaux. It is firm with tannins and with ripe, textured 
Merlot. There is a juicy character from the black-
currant fruitiness. The wine with wood flavors 
needs to age. Drink from 2021. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Château Cayla 2014 Cadillac Côtes de Bor-
deaux. The wine is firm and still structured. 

With wood, dense tannins and just the hint of juicy 
black-currant fruit, it needs time. From 2019, it 
should be a richer fruitier wine, always with a tan-
nic core. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Château la Fleur Bellevue 2014 Blaye Côtes 
de Bordeaux. This blend of 75% Merlot and 

25% Cabernet Sauvignon is light, bright and crisp. 
It has red fruits and perfumed acidity along with 
a softly tannic aftertaste. It is not a wine for aging 
long so drink from 2018. HP Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

ALSACE
RIESLING

96 Domaine Weinbach 2015 Clos des Capucins 
Cuvée Ste Catherine Schlossberg Grand Cru 

Riesling (Alsace). For full review see page 3. 
abv: 14% Price: $64 

96 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2014 Clos Saint 
Urbain Rangen de Thann Grand Cru Riesling 

(Alsace). What to mention first? A hint of mossy 
earth, chamomile tisane, Cox Orange Pippin apples 
or lemon zest? All of these aromas dance on the nose. 
They are still totally shy on the taut, dry and concen-
trated palate. For now, it is mossy citrus that is most 
aromatic while rich fruit still needs to unfurl. This 

strikes a note of utter purity, of something soaring 
and bright. Right now this is totally brisk, invigorat-
ing and refreshing but its true colors won’t show for 
some time. Drink 2020–2035. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $120 

95 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Kastelberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). There is something very 

pure and lifted about this: right now it is so taut 
that it just says citrus and stone. There is something 
both ripe and tart, a very lemon-like freshness, with 
generosity and fruit. There is unusual concentration 
and for now, while the aromas are still tightly wound, 
the absolutely stony serious texture is on full display. 
The purity of this is astonishing and has something 
authentic and enticing about it. Give this time. Drink 
2020–2040. Distinctive Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

95 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Rangen de Thann 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A lovely touch 

of flint and smoke carry a touch of residual reduc-
tion. Underneath that is lemony purity. The palate 
adds a touch of stone fruit, a touch of ripe mirabelle 
plum—its generosity only underlined by the taut 
lemon freshness that pervades the wine. There is 
something stern and stony at the core, something 
fundamental and profound. The body is precise, 
dry and powerful and incredibly moreish. This is 
lip smacking but has not even started to show itself 
properly. The finish is clean, stony and lasting. 
This is one to keep. Drink 2020–2040. Distinctive 
Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

95 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2013 Kirchberg de 
Ribeauvillé Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A 

lovely heady note of citrus peel and moss hovers 
above the crisp apple notes of the nose. The bone-
dry palate is taut, streaked with absolute lemon 
freshness and very, very pure. This is linear and 
totally toned, majoring in the tart and invigorating 
end of the citrus spectrum. All the more excitement 
for us. Notions of wet stone pop up and remain on 
the palate. This is refreshing now but will absolutely 
reward patience. Drink from 2020 through 2035. 
Golden Ram Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $100 

95 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2010 Osterberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A hint of caramelized 

apple clings to the nose, as well as a certain creami-
ness. The palate reveals a core of stone, chalk and lan-
olin, all framed with the purest notion of lemon zest. 
This shows lovely flavors of maturity but has only 
just got going. The freshness is incisive, the complex-
ity and length immense. This is simply beautiful and 
leaves you totally refreshed. Savor this slowly. Drink 
now through 2030. Golden Ram Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

95 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2014 Steingrubler 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). After a touch of 

funky reduction, beautiful hints of herbs appear: 
yarrow and lemon balm play alongside lemon and 
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crisp green-apple aromas. On the palate, these 
notions all remain taut along a very linear, slender 
but concentrated body that owes more to citrus 
than to apples. There is a powerful enduring core of 
fruit and stone that will make this last. The flavors 
echo long and leave the mouth totally clean. Drink 
now through 2035. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $44 

95 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2014 Schoenenbourg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The heady 

scent of grapefruit and tangelo peel immediately 
add savoriness to the crisp green-apple fruit that is 
evident on the nose. But there are also richer hints 
of honey and yellow apple. The palate remains taut, 
slender and linear but that tangelo spice is boosted 
by enticing herbal notes of yarrow and a dollop of 
yeast. This is an aromatic marvel. The finish is dry 
and intense. This will keep your interest for years. 
Drink now through 2035. David Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $41 

95 Domaine Pfister 2012 Engelberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). There is something heady 

about this: a hint of chamomile tincture and pure 
lemon zest. The palate cuts in with uncompromising 
purity and zestiness—this really wants to showcase 
pure stone and tart citrus. There are glimpses, how-
ever, of plump ripe mirabelle plums and a touch of 
dried pear and quince. Nonetheless, this is governed 
by stern tanginess and thus is for real adults only. 
This is dry, slender and shows absolute focus. A cel-
ebration of stone and Riesling. Don’t drink this now 
but wait: Drink 2020–2035. Vintage ’59 Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

95 Domaine Sipp-Mack 2014 Osterberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). There is just a touch of 

peach amidst the green and yellow apple notes. The 
palate adds a stony earthy touch, as well as a hint 
of lanoline, and has an impressive core of fruit that 
radiates throughout this wine with pure apple fla-
vor and crisp freshness. This strikes a high soprano 
note of absolute purity. The body is taut and bone-
dry, the finish is clean and lasting. Gorgeous now 
but totally built to last. Drink now through 2035. 
Lanterna Distributors Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 

94 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose merely 

hints at tropical riches. The stony palate also holds 
tightly onto its fruit: it is only zesty citrus that can 
be divined amidst all the stone. Bright lemon shines 
above what seems a deep dark core of rocky earth. 
There is real drive and real energy in that bright, 
lemony vein that runs right through this dry, seri-
ous and almost brooding wine. The finish adds a 
touch of a more mellow apple note that persists 
throughout the long finish. Wait for this. Drink 
2020–2035. Distinctive Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

94 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Sommerberg Ries-
ling (Alsace). The purest, freshest note of 

lemon zest and lemon oil creates a dreamy nose. 
The palate brings in a stony texture that character-
izes the entire wine. There is something enduring 
and stone-like about this, framed with lovely lemon 
purity. This has barely had time to express itself. 
There is more to be had from this wine in the future. 
The long echoes of stone and citrus promise that. 
Drink 2020–2035. Distinctive Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

94 Charles Sparr 2011 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Just a touch of dried 

pear and chamomile tisane appear on the shy nose 
which needs air to open. The palate already has that 
balm-like concentration of mature Riesling which is 
joined by a vein of wonderful lemon-zest freshness. 
Despite the absolute dryness of the palate there is 
ample, generous and deep-seated fruit: pear, apple 
and gorgeous tangerine. The finish is clean-cut and 
resonant. Drink now–2030. Seaview Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

94 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2014 Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Lifted aromas of both 

tart and ripe green and yellow apples appear, along-
side hints of wet pebble and faint notions of quince. 
On the palate, these flavors are wrapped in citrus 
freshness on a sprightly, lively, concentrated and 
wonderfully dry palate. This is full of life and fin-
ishes on a pervasive, all-encompassing zesty lemon 
freshness. Lovely now but will evolve majestically. 
Drink now through 2035. David Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

94 Domaine Gresser 2013 Moenchberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is reminis-

cent of the yellow and aromatic peel of ripe apples. 
It even has a touch of mirabelle. The palate contin-
ues in the same fruit-driven vein with that pure, 
ripe but tart apple note that seems to be such a fea-
ture of Alsace Riesling. The palate is dry and has 
a fine-boned structure that almost crunches in the 
mouth. A pure lemon note makes for a very clean-
cut finish. Martine’s Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $53 

94 Domaine Michel Fonne 2012 Mambourg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Apple, lemon oil 

and vinosity unite to such a degree that the nose is 
completely heady: here is a Riesling at the very cusp 
of maturity, a trajectory that has only just begun. The 
dry palate also reveals hints of lanolin and peach but 
is utterly governed by lemon freshness. This is sleek 
and taut, and gives you a glimpse of what mature 
dry Riesling can be: incisive, complex but eternally 
fresh. The finish is utterly clean. Drink now through 
2030. Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

94 Domaine Pfister 2013 Engelberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A subtle nose hints 

softly at lemon and crisp green apple. The palate 
comes in with absolutely pure streaks of lemon and 

stone. This is taut and uncompromising and speaks 
authentically of stone and citrus fruit with a prom-
ise of riper apple in the future. This needs time to 
come into its own and has all the concentration and 
juiciness it needs for cellar age. This is dry and will 
drink well 2020–2035. Vintage ’59 Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2013 Altenberg 
de Bergbieten Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). 

Earth, apple and citrus align on the nose. The palate 
brings out more earthiness but also pits the notions 
of mellow baked apple against absolutely tart lemon 
freshness. Stone and earth cling constantly to these 
flavors and draw you in. The palate is pure and 
slender, totally dry and taut. The finish is of lasting 
lemon zest. This needs time but is full of promise. 
Drink 2020–2035. Beaune Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

94 Domaine Weinbach 2015 Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Clos des Capucins Riesling (Alsace). It is 

the tart-ripe contrast of tangerine and ripe lemon 
that makes both nose and palate so enticing. The 
purity of flavors and this appealing contrast carry 
right through on the taut, bright, linear and dry 
palate. Its texture seems stony and profound. What 
stays and charms is the purity of that Amalfi lemon 
finish. This is so beautiful and very, very lasting. 
Drink 2020–2035. Vineyard Brands. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

94 Francois Baur 2015 Brand Grand Cru Clos de 
la Treille Riesling (Alsace). A lovely purity of 

lemon oil and zest pervades both nose and palate of 
this straight-laced wine. There is purity and fresh-
ness, precision and tons of zesty tangy lemon. This 
finds its counterpoint in a lovely texture of stone 
and chalk. Later, ripe apple notes make an aromatic 
experience and stay on the dry palate all the way 
through the long lemony finish. Drink now through 
2030. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

94 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2014 Schlossberg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Glorious apple 

freshness jumps from the glass, there is the slightest 
touch of honey, too. On the palate, the apple notions 
persist: there is fresh and baked apple, adding both 
crisp and mellow notes. Everything is brightened by 
lemony freshness on a concentrated but elegant and 
balanced body. Flavors last and have a long, clean and 
bone-dry finish. This is good enough to go the mile-
age. Drink now through 2030. The Sorting Table. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $54 

94 Louis Sipp 2010 Osterberg Grand Cru Riesling 
(Alsace). A herbal touch of crushed lemon 

balm and apple peel makes for an intriguing, invit-
ing nose. The palate adds fresh apple notes to these 
subtle herb notes and remains totally juicy and 
lively. This seems far fresher than its six years and 
the herbal tinges are just the beginning of maturity. 
This is lovely, concentrated and spirited stuff with a 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  39

whistle-clean utterly dry finish. Testaments to Ries-
ling’s longevity. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

93 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Rosacker Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). The gentlest floral hint 

is suggested on the nose. The palate, on the other 
hand, broods and does not want to let go of its fla-
vors. The dry palate is stony, textured and clean but 
it does not yet let any fruit speak. There is real con-
centration and length, but it clearly is too early to 
enjoy this. The finish gives a suggestion of apple, but 
we had better wait. Drink 2020–2030. Distinctive 
Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

93 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Wiebelsberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Very earthy notes precede 

a subdued nose of citrus zest. These tart but expres-
sive notes open up a little more on the palate where 
they are joined by a rounded, if crunchy structure. 
There is ample freshness here but also an earthy 
and (for now) citrus-fruited generosity. The finish 
reverts to stony, earthy cleanness. This is intrigu-
ing and needs time to unfold its fruit and unusual 
texture. Drink 2020–2030 Distinctive Domaines. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

93 Boeckel 2014 Zotzenberg Grand Cru Riesling 
(Alsace). Subtle hints of tart apples appear 

first, then there is the merest touch of quince, even 
a touch of lemon balm. The palate pans out aromati-
cally, always in that apple and quince spectrum, and 
has a brightening crisp edge of freshness and abso-
lute concentration and dryness. With more air, the 
aromatic lemon balm note adds its special perfume 
to this wine. This is invigorating and enlivening. 
WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

93 Cave de Turckheim 2012 Hengst Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Lifted hints of chamomile 

and apple peel rise straight from the glass. The palate 
has the same streamlined citrus focus and just homes 
in on that sleek dry apple freshness that seem to be 
a dynamic force at the centre of this wine. The fla-
vors are concentrated and totally dominated by utter 
lemon freshness, tart and vivid to the last. Lovely 
now but with further potential. Drink now through 
2030. Magnum Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

93 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2014 Hengst 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Slightly funky 

notions appear first: There’s a hint of reduction but 
this, thankfully, blows off. Underneath sits a very 
sprightly, very fresh wine that pits fruity apple mel-
lowness against total, dry freshness. This has a con-
centrated core, the aromas are still a little tinged 
by the flinty, smoky hints of reduction but this will 
stand them in good stead for cellar age. Give this 
some time. Drink 2020–2030. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $46 

93 Domaine Charles Baur 2013 Brand Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). There is the merest hint 

of chamomile lift on the nose, pulling all the other 
flavors heavenwards with it. There is apple as well 
as lemon zest. The palate is wonderfully pure and 
totally dry. Here and there more herbal inflections 
show and more mellow hints of baked apple. This is 
dry, taut and aromatic, but also clean-cut and pre-
cise. Lovely now but with definite ageing potential. 
Drink now through 2030. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

93 Domaine Gresser 2011 Wiebelsberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is like a veil 

of Golden Delicious apple scent. The palate fol-
lows with soft apple freshness that is pervaded by 
a deeper lemony streak. But it is apple charm that 
stays on the surface. There are hints of wax and 
stone too. The dry intense palate is concentrated 
and clean. Apple and lemon notes linger and leave 
the palate utterly clean. Martine’s Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $53 

93 Domaine Jean Sipp 2013 Kirchberg de 
Ribeauvillé Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). 

There is something floral and tender, even creamy 
on the nose. The palate on the one side has a creamy 
apricot and peach aspect, on the other a totally taut 
and brisk lemon-lime streak. This makes for tension 
and interest. This is concentrated and exciting, dry 
and very, very enjoyable. Drink now through 2025. 
Vin de Garde Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $37 

93 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2014 Ehrhart Hengst 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A very pure 

but subtle note of Golden Delicious apple hits the 
nose. The palate rounds out this ripe but tart fla-
vor but also brightens it with lovely apple crispness 
and freshness. The body is dry and totally fresh 
with wonderful concentration, aromatic length and 
purity. This simply leaves you wanting more. Robert 
Kacher Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

93 Domaine Schoffit 2013 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Grand Cru Rangen Riesling (Alsace). This 

wine clearly needs to breathe. It is only after a few 
minutes of airtime that it shows its true colors: 
then very tart and aromatic apples appear, along-
side a hint of smoke and a sheer touch of lemon 
freshness. The palate continues on that lemony 
streak and is absolutely dry. The body is lithe and 
slender and shows great freshness and intensity. 
Apple and stone flavors linger. Drink 2020–2030. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $53 

93 Domaine Vincent Stoeffler 2014 Kirchberg de 
Barr Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). There is a 

touch of smoke and stone that lends a darker aspect 
to the ripe but crisp apple fruit. The palate has that 
same taut but very full-fruited feel—of very tightly 
held ample fruit reminiscent of red-cheeked, aro-
matic apples. This is both powerful and svelte. The 
palate is dry and finishes very clean, leaving you with 

haunting apple notes and fresh lemon. Authentique 
Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

93 Maurice Schoech & Fils 2014 Kaefferkopf 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Beautifully pure 

notes of crisp Cox Orange Pippin apples shine on 
the nose. The palate is equally tart and wonderfully 
refreshing. This is a high-wire act of freshness and 
stony depth. You think you can almost taste the 
stone underneath all of these beautifully expressed 
apple notes that are pervaded by zesty freshness. 
What an invigorating, lip-smacking finish. This is 
lovely now but will develop. Drink now through 
2030. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

93 Paul Blanck 2012 Schlossberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). A lovely lemony lift jumps 

from the glass and immediately signals maturing 
Riesling. The palate is still taut with freshness but 
has the harmonious balminess of bottle age. Hints 
of dried pear and candied lemon peel appear. The 
palate is as precise and taut as ever, brightened by 
utter apple and citrus crispness. The finish is long, 
dry and utterly clean-cut. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

93 Paul Blanck 2011 Furstentum Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). The nose is closed and gives a 

little lemon and chamomile lift. The palate is more 
expressive: concentrated lemon and mandarin zest 
play aromatically on a zesty, pure and very stream-
lined and dry palate. There is something incisive 
and intense about this. There also are glimpses of 
floral peachy edges that will only increase with age. 
This is ready now but has the stuffing to go the mile-
age: drink now through 2030. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

92 Allimant-Laugner 2015 Praelatenberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Inviting, even beguil-

ing aromas of lovely ripe and tart apple fruit play on 
the nose. They are fully and charmingly expressed 
on the dry fresh palate. Lemon freshness brightens 
everything and makes for a clean enticing finish. 
Lovely classy Riesling. Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2014 Ehrhart Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). There is a 

whole orchard full of apples here: crisp and green, 
yellow and juicy, red and mellow and also the very 
aromatic red-cheeked kind. These aromas fill nose 
and palate and present a wonderful balance between 
fruity richness and absolute zesty freshness. This is 
lissom, dry and light-bodied but full of flavor with a 
very mellow apple finish. Robert Kacher Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

92 Domaines Schlumberger 2013 Saering Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is subdued at 

first but then opens up into ripe apple notes with 
the zesty spice of grapefruit rind. The palate is dry 
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and concentrated and adds a riper notion of juicy 
yellow plum while a bright lemony citrus streak 
keeps everything taut and lively. This is joyful, 
subtle and fresh and finishes on a pure apple note. 
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

92 Dopff Au Moulin 2014 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Aromatic notes of tart, 

baked apple fill the nose. On the palate these aro-
mas revert to the flavors of fresh yellow apples with 
juicy tartness. The palate is fresh and vivid, dry and 
brisk. The finish is clean and really lip-smacking. 
It’s the apple notion that lasts longest. Heritage 
Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

92 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2014 Kaefferkopf Grand 
Cru Vieilles Vignes Riesling (Alsace). A sub-

tle note of caramel adds richness to the baked apple 
aromas on the nose. On the palate, hints of chamo-
mile tisane add to the baked apple flavors. The body 
is taut and linear. Rounded hints of baked apple 
persist even on the dry, clean and fresh finish. The 
Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $54 

92 Jean-Marc Bernhard 2014 Wineck-Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Wonder-

fully mellow and lifted flavors of ripe, aromatic 
apple rise from the glass. The same pure apple notes 
also play on the palate where they are pervaded by 
a zesty lifting freshness. This is precise and bone-
dry, but the full expression of the tangy apple fruit 
gives this great richness and an clean finish. Slocum 
& Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

92 La Cave des Vignerons de Pfaffenheim 2015 
Zinnkoepfle Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A 

breezy zingy nose of lemon makes for a very refresh-
ing proposition. The palate does not disappoint and 
continues in the same tart-but-ripe citrus fashion. 
The sharp freshness on the dry palate makes the cit-
rus notes shine even more. This is utterly refreshing 
and totally moreish. Serge Doré Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

92 Paul Blanck 2012 Sommerberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Mellow inviting aromas of 

baked apple make for an attractive nose. The pal-
ate adds tart lemon freshness to these lovely and 
rounded apple flavors and thus creates a lovely con-
trast. This is dry and fruit-driven, lemony and sleek. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

91 André Kientzler 2015 Osterberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). An earthy hint on the nose 

cloaks ripe and charming red-apple fruit. The palate 
comes across as more diffuse but has ample fresh-
ness. The body is powerful but dry, characterized 
by the texture of apple peel. The lemon freshness 
on the dry finish is lasting. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

91 André Kientzler 2014 Geisberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). A slight apple scent perfumes 

the nose. The palate expresses more tart apple fruit 
and shows a central line of taut lemony freshness. 
The flavors are very clean and might need a little cel-
lar age to come into their own. The finish is clean 
and dry. Drink now through 2020. AP Wine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $90 

91 Antoine Moltès & Fils 2015 Zinnkoepfle Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A note of reduction still 

clings to the nose. The palate, however, expresses 
lemony freshness and sprightly fruit, coated with a 
darker earthier aspect. The body is dry and concen-
trated and shows lovely easy freshness. On the fin-
ish the lemon wins out and finishes with clean-cut 
freshness. Orr Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

91 Dopff & Irion 2011 Schoenenbourg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Apple notes have a lifted 

ethereal quality. The palate comes in with beauti-
fully poised lemon freshness that counters the just 
off-dry richness of the fruit flavors. This is balm-like 
in its apple-focused fruitiness and goes down very 
easily. Flavors linger. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

91 Joseph Fritsch 2015 Schlossberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). The beautiful perfume that 

unites tangerine peel and apple, lemon and blossom 
makes for an inviting nose. The palate brims with 
the same generous and utterly fruit-driven flavors. 
This is Riesling at its most charming. The finish is off 
dry, but all the more fruit-driven for that. Margaux 
& Company. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Paul Blanck 2012 Wineck-Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Lovely notes of crisp 

apples make for a very friendly nose. The palate 
comes in with immense freshness that is nonethe-
less tempered by a balm-like rounded texture that 
couches Riesling’s freshness in seamless fluidity. The 
palate remains dry and is colored with red and green 
apple, lemon and tangerine. The finish is dry and 
wonderfully lip smacking. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

90 Joseph Cattin 2015 Hatschbourg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Lovely notes of ripe apple 

with an orange peel touch play on the nose. They 
also appear on the dry, juicy and very fruit-driven 
palate. All is driven and slender, fresh but ripe. The 
fruit is so burgeoning that this is still juicy, even on 
the apple-scented finish. Chez Suze Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Boeckel 2014 Riesling (Alsace). The nose is 
very shy: The wines still needs waking up 

and only comes alive slowly with a little air. The 
flavors on the palate seem subdued but there is cus-

tomary Riesling freshness. The finish is dry. Wine-
Wise. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

GEWURZTRAMINER

94 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2014 Hengst 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Totally 

sumptuous peach notes dance on nose and palate. 
They are boosted by plump sweetness and given 
shape by zesty freshness. Everything about this is 
opulent and intense. The freshness of 2014 makes 
it lip smacking and bright, despite all of its rich-
ness. This finishes medium sweet while the peachy 
flavors last and last. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

94 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2014 Steingrubler 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). The 

nose is a blend of peach and earth. The palate comes 
with great intensity, holding against the sweetness 
with an exquisitely delicious streak of quinine bit-
terness which lends direction and precision, along 
with tangy lemon freshness. This creates ample 
tension and moreishness as well as a lip-smacking 
medium-sweet finish. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $44 

94 Domaine Weinbach 2015 Furstentum Grand 
Cru Clos des Capucins Gewurztraminer 

(Alsace). The unmistakable yet subtle notes of rose 
water appear as though they were drizzled over ripe 
juicy peach flesh. The palate boosts these generous 
fruit flavors with soft and measured residual sweet-
ness. The medium-dry body is gentle, supple, fluid 
and generous but punctuated with sprightly, aro-
matic citrus to strike a harmonious balance. The fin-
ish is subtle, clean and perfumed with rose petals. 
Drink now through 2030. Vineyard Brands. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $64 

93 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2012 Altenberg de Berg-
heim Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

Apricot compote and candied peach shine on nose 
and palate with great intensity. The overtly floral 
notes of rose have given way to a more subtle per-
fume that highlights the aromas of peach above all. 
This is very concentrated, very rich, but also precise 
and fresh. It is citrus tanginess that allows this to be 
sweet yet still refreshing. Medium to sweet finish. 
Golden Ram Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

93 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2014 Pfersigberg 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Rich 

aromas of juicy peach and Damask rose have the 
lovely and tempering edge of grapefruit zest. The 
palate gives us the same welcomed counterpoint of 
zesty aromatic freshness and perfumed opulence. 
This has lovely fluid freshness, couched in sumptu-
ous flavors. This is exquisitely balanced and finishes 
just about still dry. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $46 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  41

93 Domaine Michel Fonne 2010 Marckgrain 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). The 

intense aroma of very ripe peach rises from the 
glass. There are nuances of orange peel, too. These 
become aromatically amplified on the rich, dense 
and almost grippy palate. There is great concentra-
tion and residual sweetness, countered by bitter 
pith and texture. This is mature and totally fluid, 
ample and generous but its maturity adds subtle 
tone to the eloquent aromas. The finish is medium 
dry and very, very long. Kinson The Future of Wine. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

93 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2014 Ehrhart Hengst 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Tender 

notes of honeysuckle and rose rise from the glass. 
On the palate they perfume the generous peach and 
mirabelle plum fruit, supported by some residual 
sweetness. This strikes a very harmonious balance 
between tender opulence an sprightly freshness. The 
finish is intense, tangy, medium sweet and superbly 
balanced. Robert Kacher Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

93 Jean-Marc Bernhard 2014 Mambourg Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). The nose is a 

very enticing mix of rose petal and peach, grapefruit 
zest and musky spice. The palate echoes the same 
flavors and is both intense and concentrated. There 
is residual sweetness making all the fruit flavors 
luscious and plump, countered by sprightly fresh 
acidity that results in an over all medium-sweet 
wine. The flavors are precise and clean and so is the 
finish. Slocum & Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

93 Louis Sipp 2010 Osterberg Grand Cru Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). Peach, rose and lychee 

unite into a very rich, seamless perfume on the nose. 
Those exact flavors expand on the fluid, almost oily 
palate, supported by residual fruit sweetness: at six 
years of age this is now toned down and has come 
into its own. If you’re after a treat with washed-rind 
cheeses, choose this medium-sweet gem. Maritime 
Wine Trading Collective. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

93 Paul Blanck 2009 Furstentum Grand Cru 
Vieiiles Vignes Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

Damask rose and honeysuckle on the nose almost 
have a cotton-candy tang to them. The palate is 
medium sweet and adds peach compote to the flo-
ral notes and a dollop of plump luscious sweetness. 
There is huge concentration and big aromatic inten-
sity on the midpalate with a lovely bitter edge that 
lasts long. There is a medium-sweet finish. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $41 

92 Domaine Roland Schmitt 2012 Altenberg de 
Bergbieten Grand Cru Les Jardins de Aurélien 

Gewurztraminer (Alsace). The smell of wet earth is 
mixed with the scent of ripe peach. The palate is 
rounded with peachy sweetness which is countered 

by a pleasant, slightly bitter phenolic texture that 
accentuates the rich fruit even more. Showing beau-
tiful maturity, this is expressive and ready to drink. 
The flavors are concentrated, pure and lasting, fin-
ishing off dry and lingering long. Beaune Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Domaine Vincent Stoeffler 2014 Kirchberg 
de Barr Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

Plump, sweet and plush peach flavors fill nose and 
palate. This is medium sweet and intense with a 
wonderful vein of freshness that brightens the stone 
fruit with zesty tang and gives glimpses of grapefruit 
peel. There is a wonderful spiciness reminiscent of 
tangelo peel on the clean finish. Authentique Vin. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2015 Kaefferkopf Grand 
Cru Vieilles Vignes Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

On the nose, there is a hint of apple freshness 
amidst the peachy honeysuckle notes. These aromas 
also dominate the off-dry sweetish palate. The sugar 
helps to lend lusciousness to the fruit notes while 
apple and citrus freshness brighten and enliven 
alongside a lovely bitter edge. The Sorting Table. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

92 Joseph Fritsch 2015 Furstentum Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Totally creamy 

notions of rose and carnation create a seductive 
nose. The palate joins in with ample fruit and 
sweetness. The residual sugar is finely balanced 
with lemony freshness: a very traditional, if not 
to say old-fashioned Gewürztraminer, but totally 
charming and rather delicious. Finishes medium 
sweet. Margaux & Company. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

92 Pierre Sparr 2015 Mambourg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). All the rich and 

aromatic flavors of ripe peaches unite in this fruity 
wine. The fruit sweetness is balanced by zesty 
freshness. Together, they create a lip-smackingly 
sweet and intense flavor experience. This is full-on 
and medium-sweet with a clean finish. Wilson Dan-
iels Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $46 

91 Charles Sparr 2013 Mambourg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Lifted notes of rose 

water and honeysuckle blossom rise immediately 
from the glass. They remain just as perfumed on the 
palate, clothing peach fruit in floral fragrance. There 
is a pleasantly bitter edge and just enough freshness 
to stand up to the opulent flavors. This finishes 
medium sweet and has a perfumed finish. Seaview 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Domaine Charles Baur 2014 Pfersigberg Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Spicy musky 

notes hover above scents of canned peaches. On 

the palate, these rich peach notes are framed by 
pleasantly bitter notes of pith and peach skin. The 
characteristic 2014 freshness makes this bright and 
sprightly and creates an off-dry finish to the con-
centrated palate. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Domaine Mersiol 2012 Frankstein Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Sumptuous peach 

comes across as almost overripe. There certainly 
is opulence on the rich almost oily palate. Flavors 
are very concentrated and have edges of caramel 
and barley sugar, but these are balanced by fresh-
ness and a pithy welcomed bitterness. This finishes 
medium sweet with lingering flavors of both zest 
and peach. Ansonia Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Dopff Au Moulin 2014 Brand Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Earthiness mingles 

with very ripe notions of stone fruit and mirabelle 
plum compote. There are hints of caramel and a per-
vading sense of lemon freshness that balances the 
off-dry palate. The fruit flavors are rich, full-on and 
linger on the finish. Heritage Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Joseph Cattin 2015 Hatschbourg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). On the nose, lus-

cious peach notes are slightly muddied by earthier 
notes. On the palate, generous sweetness boosts all 
the fruit flavors to an intense lusciousness. There is 
balance in the form of lemony freshness and a lovely 
tangy texture. This is momentarily quite intense. 
Chez Suze Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Antoine Moltès & Fils 2015 Zinnkoepfle 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Sweet, 

rich and generously sunny peach notes on the nose 
and the tongue have top notes of honeysuckle. On 
the palate, the lusciousness is countered and given 
direction by orange peel freshness. This is all pri-
mary and still opulent, brimming with flavors. The 
finish is medium sweet. Orr Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

90 Maurice Schoech & Fils 2014 Kaefferkopf 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Subtle 

hints of sweet peach rise from the glass. The palate 
is full of ripe peach and comes with a little residual 
sweetness and a textured midpalate that has pleas-
antly bitter edges to counter the fruit. The finish is 
clean and medium sweet. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

PINOT GRIS

95 Domaine Ostertag 2014 A360P Muenchberg 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Utter generos-

ity of both ripe and dried pear is immediately evi-
dent on the nose. Notions of sandalwood hover. The 
dry palate carries that same, generous fluidity at its 
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deep core. There is immense concentration, shim-
mering with dried, fresh and cooked pear. But there 
also is a sense of earth, stone and fresh orange peel. 
The wine seems like a message from another world, , 
leading you beyond the physical, into a wold of con-
templation. The finish lasts and lasts. Kermit Lynch 
Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $83 

94 Cave de Turckheim 2012 Hengst Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). Gentle notions of pear 

emanate from the glass. The palate is equally gentle: 
ripe pear fruit, balanced by lovely lemon freshness. 
There is an arresting interplay of residual sweetness 
and zesty acidity at the core. However, the full spec-
trum of glorious pear fruit becomes fully expressed 
on the incredibly long finish. This has immense depth 
and will hold its poise for a few years yet. Drink now 
through 2025. Magnum Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

94 Charles Sparr 2013 Brand Grand Cru Pinot 
Gris (Alsace). An incredibly creamy notion 

of ripe pear rises from the glass. There are also hints 
of sultana. The aromatic effect is one of huge gen-
erosity. The palate, on the other hand, is taut and 
medium dry, corralling its richness with pleasantly 
bitter texture and pervading freshness. There is 
utter concentration, immense verve and freshness. 
A delicious and moreish contrast between utter 
precision and the abandon of generosity. The finish 
is long, dry and fresh. Seaview Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

94 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2013 Furstentum 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Generosity, 

expressed by the scent of sun-ripened Bosc pear 
peel, becomes immediately apparent. The ripe and 
luscious pear aromatics pervade the palate with 
their fruity, almost floral charm. There is some 
residual sweetness, boosting these flavors even 
more, but balance is struck by shining freshness and 
a pear-peel texture to finish with beguiling fresh-
ness. This is textbook stuff and utterly moreish. 
David Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

94 Domaine Bott-Geyl 2013 Sonnenglanz 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Gently per-

fumed hints of ripe pear almost seem to have a flo-
ral dimension. On the palate the mellow, generous 
and totally ripe pear fruit unfolds fully and gives 
glimpses of very juicy ripe, dried and baked fruit. 
All of this richness is countered by lemony fresh-
ness. There is an earthy textural element, and more 
shimmering fruit reminiscent of bottled mirabelle 
plums. This is generous and just off dry, with a con-
centrated, convincing and very moreish balanced 
richness. David Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

93 Domaine Michel Fonne 2010 Marckrain Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). There is not just a 

notion of ripeness but almost of overripeness of 
pear fruit on the nose, accompanied by hints of hon-

eysuckle. There also are hints of sandalwood and 
gentle vanilla. The palate is cushioned with mellow 
residual sweetness, making the rich flavors even 
more rich and generous. A vein of citrus freshness 
counters this, but this is in the generous, medium-
sweet spectrum, oozing fruit and generosity. The 
finish, nonetheless, is precise and fresh. A great 
example of mature Pinot Gris. Kinson The Future of 
Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

93 Domaine Sipp-Mack 2013 Rosacker Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Generous hints of 

ripe and dried pear are edged with gentlest vanilla 
spice and promise a rich palate, which duly follows 
but remains dry and fresh. All the ripe generous 
pear fruit is made even juicier by pervading lemony 
freshness. There is zesty texture, too, and a hint of 
earth and stone. Both concentration and freshness 
are impressive. The finish is totally dry and lasting. 
Lanterna Distributors Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

93 Francois Baur 2014 Brand Grand Cru Clos de 
la Treille Pinot Gris (Alsace). The richest and 

most generous hints of dried pear and fruit loaf rise 
from the glass. The palate continues in the same, 
generous vein with plenty of pear, shimmering and 
scintillating with juicy, mellow and just off-dry 
ripeness. This is countered by fresh lemon zesti-
ness and leaves a totally balanced and very lasting 
impression. There are pleasant highlights of bitter-
ness and that pervasive sense of pear fruit just lasts 
and lasts. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Cave de Turckheim 2012 Brand Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). The palate is shy and 

needs air. It also surprises with a rounded pleas-
ant nuttiness, amply supported by generously ripe 
pear fruit. This is juicy and moreish, with a hint of 
residual sweetness. Lemony freshness ensures that 
the finish is just dry. The combination of nuttiness, 
fruit and freshness is very convincing, harmonious 
and moreish. Magnum Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Domaine Gresser 2013 Wiebelsberg Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). The nose gives lit-

tle away and is very shy. The palate, however, is a 
paradigm on lemony freshness—of textured candied 
lemon and pear richness and great concentration. 
All of the richness of Pinto Gris is present, but it is 
carried aloft by zesty citrus freshness to strike a note 
of harmonious tangy balance. The finish shimmers 
with pear, earth and spice. Martine’s Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $53 

92 Domaines Schlumberger 2012 Spiegel Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). There almost is the 

slightest touch of lovely Poire William spirit on 
the nose. This is a lovely pear-scented, dry wine of 
immense fruitfulness. A homely earthiness counter-
acts this and makes for a concentrated, medium-dry 
but mellow palate. The finish is off dry, lasting and 

mouthfilling. There is something immensely satisfy-
ing about this. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Dopff & Irion 2009 Vorbourg Grand Cru Pinot 
Gris (Alsace). The lift of heady aroma pre-

cedes the pear-fruited and herbal tisane-scented 
nose. The palate is gentle and has that same herbal 
softness. The fruit is rich with residual sweetness 
and characterized as ripe pear. This is balanced by 
zesty, pleasantly bitter citrus. The effect is of har-
monious, gentle and generous balance. This mature 
Pinot Gris is now perfectly à point. Its flavors linger 
long and pleasantly. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Antoine Moltès & Fils 2015 Steinert Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). A touch of wet stone and 

wet earth accompanies the scent of ripe pear on the 
nose. The palate, therefore, surprises with luscious, 
off-dry peachiness and ample fruit: ripe pears and 
juicy peaches abound with expressive flavor. Their 
generosity is met with lemony freshness. This is 
utterly moreish and seductive with a lemony, just 
off-dry finish that makes you want to sip again. Orr 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

91 Domaine Mersiol 2011 Frankstein Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). Maturity gives a bruised 

apple aroma to the generous mellowness of ripe 
pear on the nose. The palate is more taut than the 
nose leads you to expect, but there is concentration 
and richness and more bruised apple skin texture. 
Fruit, evolved flavors and freshness make for an 
intriguing wine. Drink soon. Ansonia Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Joseph Cattin 2015 Hatschbourg Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). A very soft scent of pear 

rises from the glass. The mellowness of this pear 
fruit is expressed fully on the concentrated palate. 
Bosc pear shimmers and is boosted by slight resid-
ual sweetness. The finish is off dry, balanced and 
generous. Grape Vine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Dopff Au Moulin 2014 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). An earthy hint 

accompanies the scent of ripe pear on the nose. The 
palate is diffuse with fruity pear and fresh lemon 
resulting in a very refreshing, textured wine with 
some concentration. The finish is lasting and dry. 
Heritage Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

PINOT BLANC

90 Cave de Cleebourg 2015 Prestige Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Gentle apple and spice rise from 

the glass. The palate is similarly rich with fruit: fresh 
apple, ripe pear and some yellow plum. The body is 
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light and fresh with a lasting fruitiness and a lemony 
finish. European Wine Imports. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

90 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2015 Collection Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). Very ripe fruit is discern-

ible on nose and palate and gives a sense of gener-
osity with even a touch of spice. Lemony freshness 
provides a wonderful counterpoint to this generos-
ity and makes for a very appetizing moreish finish. 
Golden Ram Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Gérard Neumeyer 2015 la Tulipe 
Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Generous notions of 

ripe pear on the nose acquire an earthier, rounder 
aspect on the fresh palate. This is generous with 
fruit, yet fresh and somehow weightless. The finish 
is long and lasting. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Domaine Pfister 2015 Pinot Blanc (Alsace). 
Faint notes of both Conference and Bosc 

pear scent the nose. These notions also appear on 
the light-bodied palate where they have an earth-
ier aspect and are presented with a very appetiz-
ing freshness and clean finish. Vintage ’59 Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

90 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Gentle but lovely hints of yellow 

mirabelle plum are just perceptible on the nose. The 
palate is light and lithe and meets the scented fruit of 
the nose with an earthy roundness. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

90 Emile Beyer 2015 Tradition Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Bosc pear plays on nose and pal-

ate. The ripe and aromatic fruit is countered by 
ample freshness and even a little spice on the pal-
ate. There is a wonderful crispness to the body and 
the finish. That lasting sense of pears makes you 
want to sip again. Michael Corso Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Hugel 2014 Cuvée Les Amours Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Crisp notes of freshly peeled pear 

mingle with a creamier aspect on the nose. The pal-
ate is a similarly appetizing and attractive mix of 
crisp freshness and creamy roundness. The body 
is very light but clean. The finish shines with fresh 
lemon. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Jean-Marc Bernhard 2015 Bouquet de Prin-
temps Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Very ripe pear 

plays on the enticing nose. The palate has the 
same refreshing and appetizing fruitiness. Lemony 
brightness pervades the light-bodied palate and 
makes for a very moreish finish. Slocum & Sons, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Pinot Blanc (Alsace). A 
clean-cut nose of green pear leads onto 

an equally clean-cut palate of fresh pear. There is 
freshness and lots of lemony brightness on the light 
but precise palate. This is appetizing and moreish. 
Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Allimant-Laugner 2015 Pinot Blanc (Alsace). 
The nose is rather closed but the palate 

offers very friendly gentle notes of ripe pear. The 
body is light and harmonious with plentiful fruit 
and freshness. Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Rosenberg 
Pinot Blanc (Alsace). The nose of juicy plum 

promises ripe fruit. The palate follows with a gener-
ous softness. There is ease on this light body and 
lots of freshness. Enjoy while aromas are at their 
peak. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Domaine Charles Baur 2015 Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). The nose is very shy: a mere hint 

of earthiness emanates. The slender palate shows 
very clean fruit of yellow apple residing on a slender 
lemony palate. This is fresh and sprightly with a dry 
finish. Drink soon. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Domaine Jean Sipp 2015 Les Trois Terroirs 
Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Both ripe mirabelle 

and yellow juicy pear appear on the nose. The palate 
brims with the same fruit. The body is precise and 
fresh with a lip-smacking citrus finish. Vin de Garde 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Domaine Ostertag 2015 Barriques Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). The lovely and lively citrus-

inflected nose of pear is very inviting. The palate 
comes across as more earthy and rounded. The body 
is light and easy, but has a subtle moreish texture. 
Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Joseph Cattin 2015 Tradition Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). A distinct aromatic notion of rose 

petals perfumes the nose. The palate is more in keep-
ing with Pinot Blanc’s more restrained nature but 
is light, fresh and appetizing. Grape Vine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 La Cave des Vignerons de Pfaffenheim 2015 
Tradition Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Soft appetiz-

ing pear peel entices the nose. The palate almost has 
a kind of apple freshness and a wonderfully fruity, 
attractive if very light-bodied nature. The finish is 
clean and moreish. Serge Doré Selections. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Domaine Rieflé-Landmann 2015 Bonheur 
Convivial Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Fresh-faced, 

appetizing hints of pear peel and freshly sliced Con-
ference pear characterize this fresh light-bodied 
wine. The palate is light, rounded and undemand-
ing. It’s easy and clean drinking. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Domaine Sipp-Mack 2015 Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). Gentle but lovely hints of yellow 

mirabelle plum are just perceptible on the nose. The 
palate is light and lithe and meets the scented fruit 
of the nose with an earthier roundness. Lanterna 
Distributors Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Domaine Zinck 2015 Portrait Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). The nose tells us little—there’s 

just a hint of pear-scented freshness. The palate 
is light bodied and fresh with the same appetizing 
glints of pear. Drink soon. HB Wine Merchants. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Dopff & Irion 2015 Cuvée René Dopff Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). Gentle friendly notes of yel-

low mirabelle plum play on the nose. The palate is 
equally fruity and appetizing, chock-full of fruit and 
freshness. Drink soon. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. Best 
Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2015 Les Natures Pinot 
Blanc (Alsace). Tender notions of ripe pear 

make for an enticing nose. The palate has apple 
freshness and a rounded earthy aspect, despite its 
lightness. Drink soon. The Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

87 André Kientzler 2014 Pinot Blanc (Alsace). 
The peel of Bosc pear and riper stone fruit 

are the chief aromatic markers of this wine. The pal-
ate is light, slight and crisp with an earthier, slightly 
bitter edge. Drink soon while aromas are at their 
height. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Domaine François Schmitt 2015 Pinot Blanc 
(Alsace). An extremely fruity nose comes 

across as fresh and peachy. The body is less aro-
matic but crisp and very light. Drink soon while 
aromas are at their peak. Riahi Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaines Schlumberger 2015 Les Princes 
Abbés Pinot Blanc (Alsace). Very gentle 

notions of ripe pear color the nose. The palate is 
more toned down, with an earthy edge. The body 
is light and fresh. Drink while aromas are at their 
height. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Henri Schoenheitz 2015 Val Saint Gregoire 
Pinot Blanc (Alsace). The nose is rather 
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neutral, the palate follows in a similar but clean 
fashion. This is light bodied and clean, with just a 
little hint of earthiness. Crystalline Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

PINOT AUXERROIS

90 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Vieilles Vignes Pinot 
Auxerrois (Alsace). There is the slightest 

touch of juicy mirabelle plum on the nose. The pal-
ate is wonderfully clean, crisp and fresh: a real joy. 
This is extremely appetizing and wonderfully light 
and has real personality. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

90 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2015 Vieilles Vignes 
Auxerrois (Alsace). A fresh nose suggests 

both green and yellow pears. The palate shines with 
the freshness of both fruits—crisp, sunny, light and 
very fruity. The finish is clean and very refreshing. 
The Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

90 Josmeyer 2015 H Vieilles Vignes Pinot Auxer-
rois (Alsace). A touch of vanilla clings to 

the yellow pear on nose and palate. The palate adds 
the merest hint of butterscotch spice. The body is 
balanced and fresh, clean, generous and intriguing. 
Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

88 Kuentz-Bas 2014 Trois Châteaux Auxerrois 
(Alsace). Hints of superripe, yellow pear 

and candied pear make for an enticing nose. The 
palate is more diffuse but light and fresh. Drink 
soon while aromas are at their peak. Kermit Lynch 
Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

87 Maurice Schoech & Fils 2015 Vieille Vigne 
Pinot Auxerrois (Alsace). The nose does not 

give a lot away and is very neutral—just a mere hint 
of freshness. The palate provides gentle fresh fruit 
and is rounded. Drink soon while aromas are at 
their peak. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

MUSCAT

94 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2014 Goldert 
Grand Cru Muscat (Alsace). The nose is most 

restrained: the slightest notions of jasmine and net-
tle appear. With more air, a faint hint of orange peel 
emerges. The palate is one of streamlined slender-
ness and precision. This is like a dry laser beam fes-
tooned with honeysuckle blossom and fresh lemon 
zest. There is something that draws you ever deeper 
into stone and citrus. The lightness of the dry palate 
remains simply astonishing. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

93 Domaine Ostertag 2015 Fronholz Muscat 
(Alsace). A lovely mix of gentle rose petal, 

sandalwood and honeysuckle perfumes the nose. 
The palate has an earthy element, grounding these 
flavors and a texture of silky peach skin, along with 
soft peachy fruit. The body is light and lifted—an 
almost weightless pleasure—but with concentra-
tion and lasting flavors. This is a compact bundle of 
aromatic joy. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

93 Domaine Schoffit 2013 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Grand Cru Rangen Muscat (Alsace). There is 

just a faint touch of honeysuckle on the nose. The 
palate follows with creamy floral peach notes on an 
incredibly light-bodied fluid palate of great inten-
sity and stony depth. It is only on the aftertaste that 
the full volume and power of these aromatics shine. 
This feels like the aromatic heart of Alsace itself. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

91 Domaine Fernand Engel 2015 Cuvée Engel 
Muscat (Alsace). A totally luscious notion of 

tropical fruit on the nose is surprising: both pineap-
ple and passion fruit appear. The palate is light and 
slender, fresh and precise, but the tropical richness 
persists. This is intriguing, delicious, dry and fun. 
The finish is whistle-clean. Grape Expectations (CA). 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Turckheim 
Muscat (Alsace). A touch of fresh bay leaf, 

wet earth and musk rose combine to make a very 
enticing intriguing nose. The resolutely dry palate 
carries these lovely aromatics with zesty freshness 
and lovely zesty texture that is reminiscent of grape-
fruit peel. It is its abiding freshness that makes this 
stand out. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Allimant-Laugner 2015 Muscat (Alsace). 
Hints of honeysuckle are very restrained on 

the nose. The palate is dry and shaped by rounded 
lemony freshness and hints of zesty spice. This is 
wonderfully light and deeply aromatic, but not obvi-
ously so. A wonderfully subtle expression of Muscat. 
Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 André Kientzler 2014 Kirchberg Grand Cru 
Muscat (Alsace). The nose gives next to 

nothing away: there are the faintest hints of Dam-
ask rose. The palate is fluid and has concentrated 
tingling and zesty spice. There is a slightly bitter, 
richer texture and a very lemony fresh finish. AP 
Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Muscat 
(Alsace). Very soft gentle floral hints of 

honeysuckle rise from the glass. The dry palate 
amplifies them with peachy fruit on a slender, taut 
and textured palate. There is a lightness in the step 

and lovely depth of aromas with a touch of lavender 
on the finish. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

90 Domaine Charles Baur 2015 Muscat 
(Alsace). Heady notes of dried Damask rose 

petals rise straight from the glass. The palate has the 
same strong aromatic impact, countered with pleas-
antly bitter texture. This is an unusually powerful 
and highly concentrated Muscat and comes with a 
medium body. This is best showcased next to strong 
cheeses. The finish is clean. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Tradition Muscat 
(Alsace). A touch of earth and smoke 

precedes the scent of honeysuckle. The palate is 
rounded with an orange-peel bitterness that coun-
ters the almost oily fluidity. The finish is dry and 
lasting. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Hugel 2014 Classic Muscat (Alsace). Faint 
and restrained notes of rose petal and orange 

peel make for an inviting scent. On the dry and very 
slender, almost weightless, palate the power of lemon 
freshness pervades all and highlights notions of hon-
eysuckle and rose. It’s a gentle, fresh, and aromatic 
wine. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

90 Joseph Cattin 2015 Muscat (Alsace). It is 
the freshness of mandarin peel and jasmine 

that draws you in, as well as the lifted scent. The 
palate is light and dry with rose petal and tanger-
ine making a charming twin appearance. Lovely and 
light, it’s very attractive. Chez Suze Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

90 Robert Klingenfus 2015 Clos des Chartreux 
Muscat (Alsace). Creamy rose and peach 

puree notes create a very sensuous and seductive 
scent. The light-footed creaminess continues flu-
idly on the slender palate, helped along by a touch of 
flavor-boosting sweetness. But this is pervaded by 
freshness to finish off dry. Drink soon while flavors 
are at their peak. European Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

89 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2015 Collection Muscat 
(Alsace). Damask rose and hints of dried 

orange make for a rather rich nose. These notions 
persist on the dry palate where an edge of bitterness 
creeps in. The finish is whistle clean and very fresh. 
Golden Ram Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 André Kientzler 2014 Muscat (Alsace). The 
slightest notion of honeysuckle reaches the 

nose. The light and dry palate diffuses the aromatic 
notions of Muscat only slightly. There is lovely light-
ness and lots of lemon freshness. AP Wine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 
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SYLVANER

92 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Rosenberg 
Vieilles Vignes Sylvaner (Alsace). A lovely 

mix of aromas appears on the nose: a touch of san-
dalwood amidst fresh greenery—something at once 
sonorous and very fresh. The gentle and mostly 
subtle sandalwood notes continue across the pal-
ate, with a touch of mace, alongside something 
tenderly green, like aloe vera and chervil. This is a 
most unusual and most intriguing wine. If you were 
wondering about Sylvaner, here’s one to mesmerize 
you. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $28 

92 Domaine Ostertag 2015 Les Vieilles Vignes 
Sylvaner (Alsace). Brilliant, crystalline 

freshness tinged with chervil and lemon is the 
impression on the nose. The palate is rounder than 
the nose suggests but has the same brilliance and 
lightness of flavor. Sylvaner is an underrrated grape 
that is all about subtlety and herbal nuance. This 
lovely, expressive but light-bodied example has it 
in spades. Lemony freshness resonates long. Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

91 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Trois Châteaux ’E’ Sylva-
ner (Alsace). A certain creamy nuttiness is 

suggested on the nose. The sunniness of 2015 is 
expressed by a generous mirabelle ripeness. The 
body still is very slight and subtle and all about a 
graceful texture. There’s a lovely touch of lemon 
freshness on the finish. Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

90 Allimant-Laugner 2015 Sylvaner (Alsace). 
The lovely fruity-green notion of lemon 

balm appears on the nose and shimmers with its own 
subtlety. The wonderfully slender, almost playful, 
palate is translucent in its freshness and shimmering 
citrus and herb character. What a lovely subtle wine. 
Enjoy with equally subtle food. Vigneron Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

90 Boeckel 2014 Zotzenberg Grand Cru Sylvaner 
(Alsace). This is from Alsace’s only Grand 

Cru vineyard for the Sylvaner grape. The 2014 vin-
tage is not as expressive as usual but still shows the 
inherent graceful and very fine-boned structure of 
this underrated variety. Pay attention to the lovely 
texture and beautiful slenderness. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Trois Châteaux Sylvaner 
(Alsace). There is a touch of nuttiness on 

the nose before lemon notes kick in. There is lots of 
rounded spice, including hints of nutmeg and mace, 
that dance with the subtle lemony freshness on the 
light-bodied palate. The flavors are intriguing and 

very fresh, with a juicy, enlivening and still spicy 
finish. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Domaine Charles Frey 2015 Fraîcheur Gour-
mande Sylvaner (Alsace). A very shy nose 

leads to a friendly palate of ripe but very tender 
apple fruit. The roundness and ripeness on the fresh 
slender body speaks of the beautiful 2015 vintage. 
The finish is broader and full of fruit. Drink soon. 
Good Company Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Joseph Cattin 2015 Sylvaner (Alsace). The 
nose is very shy and tells little apart from 

clean freshness. There is a hint of ripe mirabelle 
fruit on the palate, and lovely, seemingly transpar-
ent freshness. This is not really about flavor but 
about a very light body with a most gentle delicate 
structure. The finish is clean. Drink soon. Chez Suze 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

86 André Kientzler 2014 Sylvaner (Alsace). The 
nose is very shy and almost neutral. The 

palate does not brim with aroma, either: here is 
slender clean freshness on a light dry body. Drink 
soon. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Domaine Charles Baur 2014 Sylvaner 
(Alsace). The nose is subdued and gives 

little away. The palate seems slightly dilute and 
neutral, showing very little of Sylvaner’s subtly 
perfumed quality. It’s a very light bodied, clean but 
almost neutral white. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

WHITE BLENDS

95 Biecher & Schaal 2015 Altenberg de Berg-
heim Grand Cru (Alsace). An incredibly 

pure and piercing note of lemon oil hits the nose. 
The medium-sweet palate impresses with both 
fresh and dried notes of fruit: plum, white sultana, 
white currant and the ripest pear and apple you can 
imagine. This is full-on and big but balanced by 
tingling, fresh and precise acidity. A field blend of 
polar opposites, Riesling and Gewurztraminer, this 
unites their virtues of aromatic textured richness 
and poised finesse. Again, this is not a wine that is 
easily categorized with its medium-sweet, soil- and 
fruit-driven profile, but it is a joy to experience and 
savor. The finish lasts and lasts. Drink 2017–2035. 
Distinctive Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

95 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2011 Schoenenbourg 
Grand Cru (Alsace). The lifted nose seems 

like an amalgam of chalk and dried apples along 
with lemon zest. The aromas are reminiscent of 
evolving Riesling but this is not the only grape in 
this expressive and highly aromatic field blend. 
While there is distinct residual sweetness on the 

palate, this has a counterweight in the rich texture 
of the midpalate. There is something authentic and 
deeply comforting and satisfying at the core of this 
wine that says Alsace. It’s impossible to put this 
wine into a box, it needs to be tasted and enjoyed 
on its very own terms. The finish is medium sweet, 
totally soil-driven and very, very long. This is an 
experience rather than a drink. Drink now through 
2035. Becky Wasserman Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $98 

95 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2009 Altenberg de 
Bergheim Grand Cru (Alsace). Lifted notes 

of dried pear, dried chamomile flowers and dried 
lemon peel have a strong impact. The palate comes 
in with lovely generous sweetness that ampli-
fies that chamomile-tisane notion and boosts the 
dried-fruit notes. Against the distinctly medium-
sweet fruitiness stands a clarion line of acidity. The 
evolution of fruit flavors weaves a colorful tapestry 
of aromas. This is carefully balanced and quietly 
intense. It holds immense strength at its core that 
radiates flavor and fruit. Made from a field blend of 
Alsace varieties, each adds something: aroma, tex-
ture, freshness and body. The finish is endless and 
very fruity. Have this with cheese or a subtle des-
sert. Drink now through 2035. Becky Wasserman 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $66 

94 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2014 Langenberg 
(Alsace). Hints of sultana and cooked 

quince reach the nose suggesting richness. The 
palate, however, responds with streamlined fresh-
ness, ripe fruit and depth and gives us concentra-
tion rather than richness. Tangy citrus zest frames 
notions of ripe apple and quince while shadows of 
dried fruit still haunt aromatically. The finish is 
clean, totally satisfying and dry. This is soaring but 
hearty stuff. Becky Wasserman Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

93 Clément Klur 2013 Win.ck (Alsace). The nose 
needs air but as it wakes up, subtle notes of 

fragrant baked peach rise. On the palate a streak of 
lemon freshness provides both frame and direction, 
alongside a lovely apple-skin texture. Made from a 
blend of Riesling, Pinot Gris and Gewürztraminer 
this unites the virtues of each variety. This is full 
of life and impresses with its great precision and 
freshness. The finish is bone dry. Lovely now but 
will age. Drink now through 2025. Original Wine 
Company. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

93 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2015 Alsace (Alsace). 
Brilliant golden color promises richness. 

The nose obliges with a seamless scent of apples: 
fresh and ripe, baked and mellow. The palate shows 
soaring freshness, but countless notions swirl on 
the dry palate of this traditional field blend: citrus 
and apple, pear and blossom. There is so much fruit, 
so much expression, this is pure exuberance, but in 
a rather grown-up way. A very apt expression of 
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both the freshness and the richness of Alsace. Becky 
Wasserman Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

92 Clément Klur 2015 Gentil de Katz (Alsace). 
Peach and rose-focused potpourri scent the 

nose. The palate has great direction and freshness 
and a rich textured core that almost comes across as 
oily. The result is a perfect contrast between tangy 
freshness and rich fruit. Bursting fruit and perfume 
are countered by zesty citrus. The flavors last and last 
and the finish is dry. Original Wine Company. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

92 Domaine Pfister 2015 Cuvée 8 (Alsace). The 
nose is shy but subtly hints at citrus zest. 

The palate comes alive with subtle, fresh and very 
pure fruit: exquisitely accurate notions of mirabelle 
plum and beautifully aromatic tangerine. This is 
pure, streamlined and richly fruited, but done in a 
subtle grown-up way. A real joy to savor and drink. 
Finishes dry. Vintage ’59 Imports. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Pierre Sparr 2015 One (Alsace). For full 
review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $12 

89 Dopff & Irion 2015 Crustacés (Alsace). 
Wonderfully pure apple freshness creates 

a totally fruity and appetizing nose. The palate is 
fruity and really fresh. This is full of life and pri-
mary aromas, backed by a lovely apple-peel texture. 
The finish is dry, whistle-clean and perfectly fresh. 
Drink soon. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Alsace (Alsace). Just a 
touch of subtle rose gives a hint of fragrance 

to the nose. The palate is concentrated and almost 
oily in its texture, there is also freshness. This is a 
successful blend of Muscat, Auxerrois and sprightly 
Sylvaner which makes a very versatile and eminently 
food friendly wine. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

89 La Cave des Vignerons de Pfaffenheim 2015 
Black Tie (Alsace). The nose is both supple 

and rich with its suggestion of ripe pear. The palate 
exemplifies the freshness of Riesling with its citrus 
overtones and is grounded by the textural richness 
of Pinot Gris. This is a rather successful blend of 
these two varieties, bringing ample freshness, tex-
ture and fruit. The finish is clean and dry. Serge 
Doré Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Willm 2015 Cuvée Méli-Mélo (Alsace). 
Friendly appetizing hints of Golden Deli-

cious apple and pear make for an inviting but subtle 
nose. The palate is fresh and balanced, with a back-
bone of gentle but firm texture. The finish is clean 
and aromatic on this very successful blend of Ries-

ling and Pinot Gris. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Maurice Schoech & Fils 2015 Côtes 
d’Ammerschwihr (Alsace). The nose seems 

to be dampened by notes of earth. The palate, how-
ever, is fresh and sprightly with friendly pear notes 
but with slightly bitter edges. Drink soon. Rosenthal 
Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

84 André Kientzler NV Edelzwicker (Alsace). 
The nose suggests damp earth while the 

palate manages fresh clean apple fruit. The body is 
light and juicy and the finish dry. Drink soon. AP 
Wine Imports. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12/1 L 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Domaine Charles Baur 2015 Secret de notre 
Terroir Chard’MMXV Chardonnay (Alsace). 

Just a hint of pear peel rises from the nose. The 
palate is rich with glowing pear fruit, even a little 
warm, but utterly precise. All this is met with a vein 
of lemon freshness that brightens all the apples and 
pears. There is concentration and juiciness, concen-
tration and purity. There is something very fluid and 
utterly moreish about this. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Vieilles Vignes Chas-
selas (Alsace). There is a yeasty rounded 

freshness on the nose. The palate is also pervaded 
by pleasantly creamy fresh yeast notes. Again, this 
is about texture rather than power. This is made 
from one of the few vineyards of Chasselas, a rather 
neutral variety, that still exists in Alsace. It’s a light-
bodied wine made for the table and, dare I say it, for 
quenching thirst. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

PINOT NOIR

94 Hugel 2011 Grossi Laüe Limited Edition Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). A pure startling cherry note 

rises from the glass. It is flanked by notes of autumn 
forest, tar and dried orange rind. Evidently, there is 
some development and evolution here. The palate is 
alive and fills not only the mouth but all the senses 
with its alluring aromas, yet it is firmly anchored in 
earthier tones. The body is svelte and fresh: its fine-
boned structure is as much down to fresh acidity as 
it is to finely flexed tannins. This is profound, last-
ing and delicious but also deliciously light. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

93 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2013 Lieu-dit Kugelberg 
Pinot Noir (Alsace). A touch of flinty reduc-

tion clings to the nose but soon relaxes into soft 
notes of ripe black cherry. The palate is textured 

and dry, harmonious with fruit and the gentle rip-
ple and crunch of slightly rustic but utterly pleas-
ant tannins. This seems to be its perfect drinking 
window now: generous with fruit, utterly harmoni-
ous and starting to mellow. The finish is fresh, clean 
and totally moreish. If you can resist at all, this may 
well continue to develop. Drink now through 2025. 
Golden Ram Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

93 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2014 Burlenberg Red 
Blend (Alsace). A slightly brooding nose 

suggests brambly fruit as well as freshness. The 
palate crunches with red and black cherry, imbued 
with a kind of boyish impish joy. This is disarmingly 
rustic, but also very, very unusual and utterly more-
ish in its singular and honest simplicity. Drying 
tannins coat the mouth while juicy tart freshness 
makes you want to take another sip. This is all about 
stormy, romantic wilderness. Beware, this might 
just steal your heart. Becky Wasserman Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

92 Domaine Ostertag 2015 Fronholz Pinot Noir 
(Alsace). A gentle lift of crushed black 

cherry rises from the glass. There also is an edge of 
medicinal herb. The body is light and juicy, fresh 
and highly aromatic. There is concentration with-
out weight, luxuriant fruit without plumpness. This 
is fresh and pure, lifted and profound. An utterly 
honest and uplifting rendition of Pinot Noir. Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $59 

92 Domaine Pfister 2013 Rahn Pinot Noir 
(Alsace). Faint hints of aromatic tart cherry 

try to burst through the closed nose. The fruit is 
present on the fresh palate with astonishing purity. 
There is real concentration and a richer, almost 
plush texture at the core despite the svelte nature 
of this wine. A real triumph that expresses pure 
aromatic red cherry with real elegance. This has 
beauty, charm, length and authenticity. Vintage ’59 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Joseph Cattin 2013 Steinbach Pinot Noir 
(Alsace). A whole host of aromas interest 

here: black and red cherry, fresh earth, lifted conifer 
and a touch of mocha. The palate is concentrated 
and has a lovely texture of starched velvet. This 
echoes aromatically and has a vein of brightening 
freshness at its core. There is warmth and a huge 
generosity of fruit that is utterly moreish. Grape 
Vine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Clément Klur 2015 Pinot Noir (Alsace). Pure 
notes of black cherry rise from the glass. The 

palate comes in with equal purity and quite some 
concentration. There is a creamy richness countering 
that fresh crunchy cherry fruit which shimmers and 
shines. This is medium bodied, bone dry but juicy 
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and wonderfully aromatic, even elegant. Original 
Wine Company. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Réserve Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). There is a hint of flinty reduc-

tion that still clings to the nose. Underneath that is 
shy crisp red-cherry fruit. The palate adds glimpses 
of lifted conifer aromas to that. There is lightness 
and a very fine structure, but also depth. This 
is very elegant and understated but all the more 
touching for that. The finish is totally refreshing 
and dry. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

91 Lucien Albrecht 2013 Weid Pinot Noir (Alsace). 
Glints of spicy, salty soy sauce hover on the 

nose above a fresh cherry note. The palate is juicy 
and fluid, mouth filling and round, without being 
heavy. Cherry notes abound and play, pervaded by 
freshness and held within a frame of fine, ever so 
slightly crunchy tannins. The finish is refreshing, 
bone-dry, clean and moreish. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

90 Allimant-Laugner 2015 Pinot Noir (Alsace). 
An aromatic hint of pine mixes with the red 

cherry notes on the nose, creating a very appetiz-
ing opening. The ultralight palate is translucent and 
slender, with the same leafy conifer aromas and lots 
and lots of red currant brightness and freshness. The 
light crunchy nature of this wine suggests that this 
is ideal for chilling. It’s a weightless, very aromatic, 
and ultra-light-bodied red. Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2014 Vieilles Vig-
nes Pinot Noir (Alsace). Beautifully pure 

cherry notes are subdued on the nose and fight 
against the privations of the 2014 vintage. There is 
lip-smacking freshness and admirable concentra-
tion on the textured palate with its velvety folds. 
The finish is clean and dry. Drink now through 2019. 
Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

90 Domaine Charles Frey 2014 Quintessence 
Pinot Noir (Alsace). A closed nose leads to 

a gently concentrated palate of tart aromatic red-
cherry fruit pervaded by conifer notes. Very finely 
structured tannins create a texture of starched 
crackling silk while darker cherry notes lurk in 
the background and are met with juicy freshness. 
This is aromatic, elegant and long. Good Company 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

90 Domaine Fernand Engel 2013 Cuvée Fernand 
Pinot Noir (Alsace). The nose is reminis-

cent of dried pine cones and miso. It is only on the 
palate that some fruit appears: Hints of red cherry 
mix with the same pine notes and are fringed with 
pleasant bitterness. The palate is light in weight but 
concentrated. This calls out for food—think game 

and mushroom dishes. The finish is juicy, refreshing 
and moreish. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2015 Alsace Rouge 
Pinot Noir (Alsace). Notes of freshly turned 

soil and rich forest fruits mix on the nose. That 
interplay of earthy energy, fruity lift and richness 
constantly repeats itself on the lively, dry and rusti-
cally grippy body. This is full of juiciness and life and 
finishes with a little exuberant heat. This is unusual 
and rustic, but also very charming. Becky Wasserman 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Domaine Mersiol 2014 Elevé en Muid Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). There almost is a touch of 

red apple amidst all of the aromatic red and black 
cherries. The palate is juicy and concentrated—the 
finely-woven tannins crunch just a little and every-
thing is brightened by freshness. This is a very har-
monious, fruit-driven and juicy Pinot Noir that is 
full of ready joy. The finish is aromatic, long and 
moreish. Ansonia Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

90 Domaine Rieflé-Landmann 2015 Bonheur 
Convivial Pinot Noir (Alsace). Fresh notes 

of crunchy red cherry have a spicy edge of pepper. 
The body of this slender Pinot Noir is very light, 
totally peppery and very appetizing. The structure 
is soft and very refreshing. This could also be chilled 
and is a fabulously light-bodied but sprightly lunch 
red. The finish is perfectly dry and very enlivening. 
Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Emile Beyer 2015 Lieu-Dit Sundel Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). There is a hint of earth and 

roasted pumpkin on the nose. The palate has a simi-
larly smoky and dusky aspect and surrounds crisp 
red-cherry fruit. The body is light with a slight but 
fine tannic grip. A pleasantly bitter finish counters 
the pumpkin richness. The finish is very fresh and 
dry but strangely moreish. This will benefit from a 
bit of bottle age. Drink now through 2022. Michael 
Corso Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

90 Francois Baur 2015 Schlittweg Pinot Noir 
(Alsace). There is a wonderfully heady 

hint of elderberry on the nose. On the light-footed 
but structured palate, elderberry is joined by fresh 
dark-cherry hints. There is something darkly allur-
ing about this. The elderberry lingers on the dry 
finish. This is lovely now but will develop. Drink 
now through 2023. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Hugel 2013 Classic Pinot Noir (Alsace). A 
lovely, clean and aromatic lift of ripe red 

cherries is instantly appetizing. The palate is full 
of juicy fruit but structured with slightly rustic but 
smoothed-out tannins and a bright lively freshness. 

This is honest fresh-faced fruit-driven Pinot Noir 
without any pretentiousness that is a joy to drink. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

90 René Muré 2015 Signature Pinot Noir 
(Alsace). The nose is shy and does not give 

much away. On the palate, beautifully pure red cur-
rant and tart red-cherry notes come through. The 
slender body is pervaded by freshness and has 
lovely overtones of conifer and oak leaf. It is later on 
that the fine but firm structure comes to bear. This 
is light but has depth and the potential to develop. 
Gargouille Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Domaine Charles Baur 2015 Rouge d’Alsace 
Pinot Noir (Alsace). Gentle glints of rasp-

berry are hinted at on the nose. The palate does not 
quite follow up but is totally light and crunchy. The 
midpalate reveals some warmth and depth along 
with more berry aromas. This is bone dry, fresh, 
aromatic and slender. Ideal for a picnic basket or for 
serving chilled. VOS Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

89 Domaines Schlumberger 2015 Les Princes 
Abbés Pinot Noir (Alsace). The nose just 

hints at earth and autumnal oak leaf. The palate 
comes with slight grip, very fine tannins and more 
earthy leafy aromas. Red-cherry fruit is just hinted 
at. This is slender and bone dry and will come into 
its own when served with subtle mushroom or game 
dishes. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

89 Henri Schoenheitz 2014 Saint Gregoire Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). The nose seems closed. There 

is just a hint of earthiness. The slender palate has 
edges of mocha and smoke that frame its fresh crisp 
tart red-cherry fruit. The body is light but held 
within a very fine-boned structure that leads to a 
dry clean finish. Crystalline Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Jean-Marc Bernhard 2015 Tradition Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). Lovely pure notes of red 

crunchy cherry dominate the nose. They are also 
present on the slender, almost slight, palate that 
is completely dry but full of the charm of the fruit. 
Ample freshness brightens the entire wine which 
is well-suited to being chilled. It’s a friendly easy 
charming red. Slocum & Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Joseph Cattin 2015 Pinot Noir (Alsace). A 
coniferous lift weaves through tart red-

cherry notes. The slender, translucent and crunchy 
palate is pervaded by the same aromas and a lot of 
freshness. This is a light-bodied aromatic red wine 
that is ideal for lunch, for picnics or for serving 
chilled. Grape Vine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 
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89 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Pinot Noir (Alsace). 
Crunchy fresh notes of red cherry dominate 

aromatically. The palate is light, juicy, crisp and very 
refreshing. This is rustic and ready, but also full of 
charm with its animating red fruit. The finish is dry 
and invigorating. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Domaine Sipp-Mack 2015 Tradition Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). Hints of earth are the only 

aromas on the nose, which seems devoid of fruit. 
The palate has a similar leafy earthiness and slight 
berry aromas. There are bitter edges on the very 
slender, soft and easy body. This has a picnic-style 
rusticity about it and a very clean and dry finish. 
Lanterna Distributors Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

87 Domaine Ostertag 2015 Rouge E Pinot Noir 
(Alsace). A slightly funky lift precedes a very 

crunchy light palate. There is freshness and frank 
up-front red-cherry fruit along with ample juiciness. 
This picnic-style wine will benefit from being served 
chilled. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

86 Domaine Fernand Engel 2015 Meyerhof 
Pinot Noir (Alsace). The nose is rather 

closed and just hints at crunchy cherries. The palate 
has ample red-cherry fruit but lacks a little defini-
tion and sports a slightly bitter edge. The body is 
dry and juicy. Drink soon. Grape Expectations (CA). 
—A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

86 Domaine Robert Klingenfus 2015 Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). Very easy, slightly confected 

cherry fruit comes immediately to the fore. The pal-
ate has the same candy-ish notion countered with 
lots of freshness. The body is light, translucent and 
off dry. Drink soon while berryish aromas are at 
their peak. European Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2014 Les Natures Pinot 
Noir (Alsace). A strangely tart notion per-

sists on the nose. The palate rings with the same 
strange but faintly red-currant-like aroma. The 
body is light, fresh and dry and has a clean finish. 
Drink soon. The Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Robert Karcher et Fils 2014 Cuvée du Com-
mandeur Pinot Noir (Alsace). A strangely 

bitter note mingles with unusually high-toned leafy 
red-fruit notes. The palate is slightly bitter but dry 
and fresh. The body is very light. Drink soon. Krewe 
du Bizou Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

SWEET WINES

96 Domaine Schoffit 2007 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Grand Cru Rangen Sélection de Grains Nobles 

Pinot Gris (Alsace). Barley sugar, butterscotch, 
demerara sugar and the faintest hint of maple 
syrup suggest the richness of this SGN right away. 
The concentrated sweetness is countered with illu-
minating freshness and holds tons of tangy spice. 
Wow. This is incredibly concentrated and has an 
elixir-like bundled energy that seems to be alive. 
The effect is both mesmerizing and invigorating. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 9%  Price: $80/500 ml 

95 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2013 Grand Cru 
Pfersigberg Doux Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

The heady scent of Damask rose hints unmistakably 
to Gewürztraminer. The palate follows lusciously, 
generously and luxuriantly: wonderfully sweet 
notions of peach, ripe apricot and yellow mirabelle 
plum are perfumed with a rose petal scent but are 
also pervaded by a gentle citrus freshness that lifts 
everything. The length is astonishing and dreamy. 
This is dangerously delicious. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $90/500 ml 

95 Domaine Schoffit 2007 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Grand Cru Rangen Sélection de Grains Nobles 

Larme de Lave Pinot Gris (Alsace). The nose is still 
shy but already tells of tender sweetness. The palate 
has a rounded earthy smoky element that grounds 
the luscious generous fruit of dried pear and super-
sweet Reine Claude and mirabelle plums. The sweet-
ness of this SGN is balanced and almost fresh, but 
the intriguing thing is a kind of smoky, dark and mys-
terious core of stone. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 5% Price: $90/375 ml 

95 René Muré 2010 Vorbourg Grand Cru Clos 
Saint Landelin Vendanges Tardives Gewurz-

traminer (Alsace). The full tilt of ripe peach hits the 
nose at once, followed by glimpses of marmalade 
and peach compote. The palate follows with the 
same aromatic intensity, enriching the peach com-
pote notes even further with lemony barley sugar 
and fresh caramel, pierced by tangy citrus acidity. 
The flavors are mature and precise, opulent but tem-
pered, and have a decadent touch. This is lovely now 
but has the concentration and drive to evolve. Drink 
now through 2030. Gargouille Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

94 Domaine Schoffit 2011 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Grand Cru Rangen Vendanges Tardives 

Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Lifted heady notes of 
Damask rose rise from the glass alongside lemony 
tang. The palate brims with the same rose petal 
notes but also holds plenty of spice: sandalwood 
and ginger, white pepper and the merest touch of 
vanilla. The palate is concentrated and rounded 
with gentle sweetness, countered by fresh lemon 
acidity. The persistence of flavors on the palate is 
incredible. Serve this either with fruity spicy Asian 

fare or runny, soft and very ripe cheeses. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

93 Domaine Schoffit 2011 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Grand Cru Rangen Vendanges Tardives Pinot 

Gris (Alsace). Heady notes of dried pear mingle with 
pleasant notes of earth. The palate is totally fluid 
and concentrated, streamlined with freshness but 
characterized by a rich luscious vein of sweetness. 
This is a late harvest to be reckoned with. Concen-
tration and length are impressive and are just now 
getting into their stride. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

TUSCANY
BOLGHERI SUPERIORE

93 Michele Satta 2013 Piastraia (Bolgheri Supe-
riore). A blend of equal parts of Merlot, 

Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon and Sangiovese, this 
opens with mature blackberry, cedar and under-
brush aromas. The juicy, creamy palate delivers 
black cherry, black currant, mint and tobacco fla-
vors, with velvety tannins and a long finish. Enjoy 
through 2028. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

92 Michele Satta 2012 I Castagni (Bolgheri 
Superiore). Made of 50% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, 40% Syrah and 10% Teroldego, this boasts 
alluring ripe black currant and white pepper aro-
mas, with a whiff of graphite. The firm palate offers 
juicy blackberry, black plum and tobacco notes, held 
together by polished tannins. Enjoy now–2025. 
Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $118 

91 Castello di Bolgheri 2013 Bolgheri Superiore. 
For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

89 Caccia al Piano 1868 2013 Levia Gravia (Bol-
gheri Superiore). This Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Merlot blend offers black currant, cedar, and 
black pepper scents. The firm palate doles out cas-
sis, dried cherry and coffee notes, with a hint of sage 
and firm tannins. Drink through 2021. Tita Italian 
Import & Export. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $56 

89 Donne Fittipaldi 2013 Bolgheri Superiore. A 
blend of 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% 

Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc and 10% Petit Verdot, 
this shows ripe black plum, toast and roasted cof-
fee on the nose. The robust palate tastes of prune, 
graphite and espresso, dusted with tannin. An alco-
holic heat is also evident. Enjoy soon to catch the 
remaining fruit. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

89 Grattamacco 2014 L’Alberello (Bolgheri 
Superiore). Black-skinned berry, cedar and 
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espresso scents lead the nose of this blend of 70% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Cabernet Franc and 5% 
Petit Verdot. The firm palate delivers blackberry, 
and licorice flavors and a toasted note, set against 
assertive tannins. Enjoy through 2019. Domaine 
Select Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

BOLGHERI

91 Le Macchiole 2015 Bolgheri. Made of 60% 
Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, 10% Caber-

net Sauvignon and 10% Syrah, this offers heady 
black currant, plum and clove aromas. The smooth, 
juicy palate delivers ripe black cherry, tobacco and 
licorice flavors, with smooth, silky tannins. Enjoy 
through 2020. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Argentiera 2013 Bolgheri. A blend of pre-
dominantly Cabernet Sauvignon and 

Merlot with 10% Cabernet Franc, this opens with 
black-skinned berry, scorched earth and cooking 
spice aromas. The concentrated palate delivers 
black currant, mocha and licorice flavors with a 
hint of black pepper, all set against a backdrop of 
fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2021. Volio-
vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Giovanni Chiappini 2013 Guado de’ Gem-
oli (Bolgheri). Made of 80% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 20% Merlot, this opulent wine 
evokes black currant, underbrush and vanilla on 
the nose. The concentrated palate delivers cassis, 
toast, tobacco and a black pepper note, while close-
grained tannins leave an astringent finish. Drink 
2018–2022. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

90 Michele Satta 2014 Rosso (Bolgheri). This 
blend of 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% 

Sangiovese, 20% Merlot, 10% Syrah and 10% 
Teroldego opens with violet, cinnamon and Medi-
terranean herb aromas. The soft, succulent palate 
delivers raspberry, red cherry and cinnamon fla-
vors, with supple tannins and fresh acidity. Enjoy 
through 2018. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Serni Fulvio Luigi 2013 Acciderba (Bolgheri). 
Made of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% 

Merlot, 10% Syrah and 10% Sangiovese, this offers 
black currant scents laced with cake spice. The 
round, juicy palate delivers blackberry jam, pipe 
tobacco and clove flavors as well as chewy tannins. 
Enjoy through 2021. Vico’s Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

89 Banfi 2014 Aska (Bolgheri). A blend of Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc, this 

opens with ripe dark berry and baking spice scents. 
The dense palate delivers black currant, tobacco 

and mocha flavors, fleshed out by round tannins. 
Drink through 2020. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

89 Castello di Bolgheri 2014 Varvàra (Bolgh-
eri). Made of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

20% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 10% Syrah and 
10% Petit Verdot, this has aromas that recall black-
skinned berries, leather and Mediterranean herbs. 
The palate is just as lush: black currant, tobacco 
and baking spice flavors, framed by supple tan-
nins. Enjoy through 2020. Total Beverage Solution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 Grattamacco 2015 Rosso (Bolgheri). This 
blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% 

Cabernet Franc, 10% Merlot and 10% Sangiovese 
opens with aromas recalling blackberry, cedar and 
Mediterranean herb. The savory, medium-bodied 
palate delivers ripe black cherry, mocha and black 
pepper notes with firm tanninc underpinnings. 
Drink through 2019. Domaine Select Wine & Spir-
its. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

89 Tringali Casanuova 2013 1698 (Bolgheri). 
This Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot blend 

opens with black-skinned fruit and incense aromas. 
The palate is straightforward, delivering black plum 
and vanilla flavors with a hint of leather. Round 
tannins provide laid-back support. Enjoy through 
2019. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

89 Tringali Casanuova 2013 Renzo (Bolgheri). 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot come 

together to offer black currant and vanilla aromas 
in this dense Bolgheri red. The palate doles out ripe 
black plum and cedar-inflected tobacco flavors, set 
against fine-grained tannins. Enjoy through 2020. 
Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

88 Argentiera 2014 Poggio ai Ginepri (Bolgheri). 
Made of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% 

Syrah and 20% Merlot, this has black-skinned 
berry and baking spice aromas. The approachable 
palate delivers blackberry, cocoa and cinnamon 
notes with round, supple tannins. Enjoy through 
2019. Voliovino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Argentiera 2013 Villa Donoratico (Bolgheri). 
This Bordeaux-style red blend from Bolgh-

eri offers delicate blackberry, espresso and exotic 
spice aromas. The palate is charged with blackberry, 
graphite and licorice, its pliant tannins carrying 
those flavors into the finish. Drink through 2019. 
Voliovino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

88 Caccia al Piano 1868 2013 Ruit Hora (Bolgh-
eri). Made of 65% Merlot, 25% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 5% Syrah and 5% Petit Verdot, this 

has delicate black plum and baking spice aromas. 
The straightforward palate offers cassis, cocoa and a 
hint of vanilla, framed by firm, fine-grained tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Tita Italian Import & Export. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Donne Fittipaldi 2014 Bolgheri. This blend 
of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 

10% Cabernet Franc and 10% Petit Verdot opens 
with delicate black-skinned fruit and graphite 
scents. The firm palate offers plum, cocoa and a hint 
of clove, accompanied by smooth tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Borderac Crus & Vins. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

88 Giovanni Chiappini 2014 Felciaino (Bolgh-
eri). This Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 

Sangiovese blend opens with dark berry aromas and 
a whiff of new leather. The straightforward palate 
offers black currant and cedar flavors, sweetened by 
a touch of vanilla and round tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Terre del Marchesato 2014 Emilio Primo 
(Bolgheri). Made of 60% Cabernet Franc, 

30% Merlot and 10% Syrah, this shows black plum 
and underbrush on the nose. The palate unfolds 
into cassis, anise and clove flavors, while pliant tan-
nins provide easygoing support. Enjoy soon. Char-
lemagne Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Tringali Casanuova 2014 Casa al Piano 
(Bolgheri). This red combines Merlot 

and Cabernet Sauvignon to create black currant 
and Mediterranean herb aromas. The easygoing, 
approachable palate shows black cherry and dark 
spice flavors, framed by polished tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Podere Prospero 2013 Bolgheri. Made of 60% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot and 20% 

Cabernet Franc, this has black-skinned fruit, game 
and scorched earth aromas. The dense palate deliv-
ers ripe black plum, toast and tobacco, its assertive 
tannins lending a rather astringent finish. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

MONTESCUDAIO

89 Pagani de Marchi 2012 Principe Guerriero 
(Montescudaio). Made entirely from San-

giovese, this opens with black cherry, white pep-
per and an earthy underbrush scents. The savory, 
straightforward palate shows plum, clove and 
tobacco notes, set against chewy tannins. Enjoy 
through 2019. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

86 Pagani de Marchi 2014 Montaleo (Montes-
cudaio). This easygoing blend of 70% San-

giovese, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% Merlot 
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is ribbed with black-skinned fruit and baking spice 
aromas. The palate is soft and simple, offering sug-
gestions of red plum and a touch of white pepper. 
Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

POMINO

92 Selvapiana 2012 Villa di Petrognano (Pom-
ino). This blend of 60% Sangiovese 25% 

Merlot and 15% Cabernet Sauvignon boasts entic-
ing dark berry, menthol, new leather and dark spice 
notes. The taut palate doles out black cherry, cassis 
and licorice flavors, with a pleasant hint of game 
and fine-grained tannins. Drink 2019–2027. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

91 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2013 Pinot Nero 
(Pomino). This polished 100% Pinot Nero 

wine opens with enticing red cherry, baking spice, 
blue flower and balsamic notes. The elegant palate 
delivers red raspberry and wild strawberry fruit 
laced with cinnamon. It’s nicely balanced, with fine-
grained tannins and fresh acidity. Enjoy through 
2020. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

CARMIGNANO

91 Capezzana 2012 Trefiano Riserva (Carmi-
gnano). Made of 80% Sangiovese, 10% 

Canaiolo and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this pol-
ished red opens with black-skinned berry and 
leather aromas. The smooth, medium-bodied palate 
evokes dried black cherries, cinnamon and white 
pepper, while fine-grained tannins provide elegant 
support. Enjoy through 2021. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

90 Artimino 2011 Grumarello Riserva (Carmi-
gnano). A taut red made of 70% Sangio-

vese, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Merlot, 
this has ripe black plum, leather and dried herb 
aromas. The firmly structured palate delivers dried 
black cherry, tobacco and clove flavors, accom-
panied by a touch of aniseed. Tightly knit tannins 
pull it all together. Drink through 2020. Protecom 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

90 Capezzana 2013 Villa di Capezzana (Carmi-
gnano). Black-skinned fruit and cedar aro-

mas come together in this blend of 80% Sangiovese 
and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon. The fresh, struc-
tured palate delivers juicy black plum, tobacco and 
white pepper notes over a frame of chewy tannins. 
Enjoy through 2020. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Le Farnete 2013 Riserva (Carmignano). 
This blend of 80% Sangiovese and 20% 

Cabernet Sauvignon shows blackberry and vanilla 

aromas. The firmly structured palate delivers black 
plum, cedar and tobacco flavors, framed by tightly 
wound, assertive tannins that anchor the finish. 
Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Artimino 2012 Riserva (Carmignano). Made 
of 70% Sangiovese, 20% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 10% Merlot, this has dark-skinned berry 
and herb aromas with a faint whiff of dark spice. 
The firm palate delivers ripe black cherry, leather 
and white pepper notes, while close-grained tan-
nins provide the bracing framework. Drink through 
2019. Protecom Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Il Sassolo 2013 Santa Cristina a Mezzana 
(Carmignano). Black cherry, underbrush 

and tilled soil aromas lead the nose of this blend of 
70% Sangiovese, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% 
Merlot. The polished yet firmly tannic palate deliv-
ers dark plum, cake spice and white pepper flavors. 
Enjoy through 2019. Pazzione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Le Farnete 2014 Carmignano. Made of 80% 
Sangiovese and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

this evokes ripe strawberry and baking spice on the 
nose. The palate is accessible despite chewy tan-
nins, delivering black plum and pipe tobacco flavors. 
Enjoy through 2019. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Piaggia 2013 Riserva (Carmignano). Dark-
skinned berry, leather and underbrush 

aromas come together in this blend of 70% San-
giovese, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Merlot. 
The dense palate doles out black plum, clove and 
toast flavors, supported by dusty, assertive tannins. 
Drink through 2020. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Pratesi 2014 Carmione (Carmignano). This 
blend of 70% Sangiovese, 20% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 10% Merlot suggests black-skinned 
fruit and underbrush on the nose. The straightfor-
ward palate offers black plum, tobacco and clove 
flavors, with a firm tannic structure. Enjoy through 
2019. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Pratesi 2013 Il Circo Rosso Riserva (Carmi-
gnano). Made of 70% Sangiovese, 20% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Merlot, this offers 
black currant and vanilla aromas. The dense, 
approachable palate delivers ripe black plum and 
toasty tobacco flavors, pulled taut by firm tannins. 
Drink through 2019. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–
The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Capezzana 2014 Barco Reale di Carmignano. 
This wine opens with delicate black-

skinned fruit and a whiff of baking spice. On the 

palate, black currant and clove flavors are bolstered 
by firm tannins. Enjoy soon. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Le Farnete 2015 Barco Reale di Carmignano. 
Made of 80% Sangiovese and 20% Caber-

net Sauvignon, this opens with violet and under-
brush aromas. The palate is easygoing, offering juicy 
red plum and ripe raspberry flavors with a blanket 
of smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. Artisan Wines, Inc. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Il Sassolo 2011 Santa Cristina a Mezzana 
(Carmignano). This medium-bodied blend 

of 70% Sangiovese, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon and 
5% Merlot offers mature berry and baking spice 
aromas. On the palate, round tannins temper the 
ripe black cherry, vanilla and coffee flavors. Drink 
through 2018. Pazzione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Piaggia 2014 Il Sasso (Carmignano). Made 
of 70% Sangiovese, 20% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 10% Merlot, this opens with black cur-
rant, leather and underbrush aromas. Black cherry, 
clove and white pepper flavors come forward on the 
palate, with a polished edge to the tannins. Enjoy 
through 2018. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Artimino 2015 Barco Reale di Carmignano. 
This Sangiovese-dominant blend opens with 

red cherry and dried tobacco leaf aromas. A hint of 
clove accents the palate, which is full of red plum 
fruit and smooth but rather fleeting tannins that 
give it an easygoing framework. Drink soon. Prote-
com Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Artimino 2013 Carmignano. This blend of 
70% Sangiovese, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon 

and 10% Merlot displays black plum and baking 
spice aromas. The straightforward palate offers 
black cherry and white pepper flavors with a gamy 
note and smooth tannins. Short on the finish, it’s 
ready for immediate drinking. Protecom Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Il Sassolo 2015 Barco Reale di Carmignano. 
Made of 80% Sangiovese, 15% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 5% Merlot, this opens with black 
cherry and Mediterranean herb aromas. On the pal-
ate, black currant fruit feels wrapped in dark spice, 
supported by pliant tannins. Drink soon. Pazzione 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

CHIANTI MONTALBANO

89 Cantagallo 2013 Riserva (Chianti Montal-
bano). Made entirely from Sangiovese, this 

opens with purple flower and forest floor aromas. 
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The firm palate delivers black cherry, clove and a 
hint of leather alongside polished tannins. Enjoy 
through 2019. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Cantagallo 2015 Chianti Montalbano. This 
100% Sangiovese wine opens with fragrant 

blue flower and underbrush scents. Juicy red cherry 
fills out the palate, with clove and a ground pep-
per note. Enjoy soon. Artisan Wines, Inc. Best Buy. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

CHIANTI RUFINA

92 I Veroni 2013 Riserva (Chianti Rufina). For 
full review see page 12. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Selvapiana 2012 Vigneto Bucerchiale (Chi-
anti Rufina). Ripe berry, new leather, dark 

spice and a balsamic note are some of the aromas 
you’ll find in this full-bodied red. The firm palate 
offers black cherry, fresh mint and clove set against 
a backbone of fine-grained tannins that lend pol-
ish and structure. It’s already impressive but will 
continue to develop. Drink 2020–2030. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Colognole 2011 Riserva del Don (Chianti 
Rufina). Made entirely from Sangiovese, 

this opens with alluring iris, black-skinned berry 
and cake spice scents. The succulent, approachable 
palate doles out fleshy black cherry, clove and cin-
namon flavors and polished tannins that make it 
cellarable through 2021. Vino et Spiritus. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

89 Colognole 2012 Chianti Rufina. Made of 
95% Sangiovese and 5% Colorino, this 

opens with blue flower fragrance and a whiff of 
thyme. The savory palate delivers juicy black cherry 
and white pepper notes, framed by fresh acidity and 
firm tannins. Drink through 2022. Vino et Spiritus. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Fattoria di Grignano 2012 Poggio Gualtieri 
Riserva (Chianti Rufina). This blend of 90% 

Sangiovese and 10% Merlot boasts ripe black-
skinned fruit and cedar aromas. The concentrated 
palate delivers smoke-laced black plum and tobacco 
flavors held together by firm, fine-grained tannins. 
Drink through 2022. Montcalm Wine Importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Fattoria Lavacchio 2011 Cedro Riserva (Chi-
anti Rufina). The nose of this organically 

farmed Sangiovese (90%) and Merlot (10%) sug-
gests ripe black plum and vanilla. On the palate, 
dried black cherry, licorice and cedar notes are 

bolstered by firm but chewy tannins. Drink through 
2019. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

89 Fattoria Lavacchio 2009 Ludiè (Chianti 
Rufina). Made entirely from organically 

farmed Sangiovese, this opens with mature black 
plum, resin and vanilla aromas. The palate is con-
centrated, delivering blackberry jam, tobacco and 
oak-driven spice over a firm tannic frame. Drink 
now–2020. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

89 Frascole 2013 Riserva (Chianti Rufina). 
This blend of organically grown Sangiovese 

(90%) and Colorino (10%) offers delicate vio-
let and raspberry scents. The juicy palate delivers 
black cherry and chopped herb flavors with a hint 
of tobacco and chewy tannins. Drink through 2021. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

89 I Veroni 2014 Chianti Rufina. Made of 90% 
Sangiovese, 5% Canaiolo and 5% Colorino 

grapes, this shows blackberry, underbrush and tilled 
soil aromas. The palate doles out juicy black cherry, 
clove and anise flavors with both bright acidity and 
sleek tannins. Drink through 2019. Blicker Pierce 
Wagner Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Marchesi Gondi 2012 Pian dei Sorbi Riserva 
(Chianti Rufina). This blend of 80% San-

giovese and 20% Colorino has black cherry and 
underbrush aromas. The juicy black plum-inflected 
palate is accented by cinnamon and leather notes 
and a healthy dose of polished tannins. Enjoy 
through 2020. Quigley Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Selvapiana 2014 Chianti Rufina. Linear and 
loaded with finesse, this delicate, polished 

red opens with fragrant blue flower, berry and 
crushed herb scents. The bright, ethereal palate 
offers sour cherry, strawberry and a hint of baking 
spice, framed by silky tannins and vibrant acidity. 
Drink soon. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Fattoria di Basciano 2013 Riserva (Chianti 
Rufina). Made of 96% Sangiovese and 

4% Colorino, this has ripe black plum, truffle, and 
espresso aromas. The firm palate delivers ripe black 
cherry, mocha and baking spice flavors, accompa-
nied by chewy tannins. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Fattoria di Grignano 2013 Chianti Rufina. 
The nose of this delightful red blend of 

80% Sangiovese and 20% Canaiolo suggests rose, 
iris and forest floor. It’s straightforward, with a 
juicy red cherry core highlighted in hints of thyme. 
Polished tannins provide easygoing support. Enjoy 
though 2020. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Fattoria Lavacchio 2014 Chianti Rufina. This 
organically grown blend of 90% Sangio-

vese, 5% Canaiolo and 5% Ciliegiolo offers classic 
varietal aromas: violet, red-skinned berry and new 
leather. The savory palate doles out wild cherry, star 
anise and clove flavors, framed by polished tannins. 
Drink through 2020. Montcalm Wine Importers. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Marchesi Gondi 2011 Villa Bossi Riserva (Chi-
anti Rufina). Made of 80% Sangiovese, 

10% Colorino and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this 
has delicate aromas suggesting black-skinned fruit 
and tilled soil. The straightforward palate delivers 
prune, grilled sage and mochaflavors with a hint of 
leather. Enjoy through 2018. Quigley Fine Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

87 Cantine Bellini 2013 Riserva (Chianti Rufina). 
This Riserva’s shy nose eventually reveals 

black-skinned fruit and a whiff of baking spice, 
while the palate offers straightforward plum and 
clove flavors. It’s easy-drinking and has mellow tan-
nins. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Fattoria di Basciano 2014 Chianti Rufina. 
Made of 95% Sangiovese and 5% Colorino, 

this opens with black-skinned berry aromas and an 
earthy whiff of underbrush. On the palate, black 
plum, tilled soil and a hint of clove are enveloped 
in soft tannins. Enjoy soon. HB Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Frascole 2014 Chianti Rufina. This blend of 
90% Sangiovese, 5% Canaiolo and 5% Col-

orino offers blackberry and cooking spice aromas. 
The straightforward palate delivers juicy black plum 
and clove flavors with an underpinning of smooth 
tannins. Enjoy soon. Dionysos Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Podere il Pozzo 2014 Chianti Rufina. This 
100% Sangiovese offers red-skinned berry 

and cooking spice aromas. The straightforward pal-
ate offers tart red cherry and wild strawberry fruit 
with a hint of underbrush and loose-knit tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

86 Travignoli 2013 Tegolaia Riserva (Chianti 
Rufina). Made predominantly from San-

giovese, this has delicate black-skinned fruit and 
brown spice aromas. The palate is simple, with 
vanilla-laced black plum fruit and laid-back tan-
nins. Drink soon. Solea USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

85 Travignoli 2015 Chianti Rufina. Made entirely 
from Sangiovese, this informal red has sub-

dued black cherry and vanilla aromas that carry 
over to the simple palate, where they’re brightened 
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by a hint of tangerine zest. It’s easy-drinking, with 
soft, fleeting tannins. Enjoy soon. Solea USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

CHIANTI COLLI FIORENTINI

89 Castello di Poppiano 2013 Riserva (Chianti 
Colli Fiorentini). 85% Sangiovese is aug-

mented with Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon in this 
Chianti, which offers mature black plum, white pep-
per and baking spice aromas. The lively palate deliv-
ers tart sour cherry, clove and underbrush notes, 
with a smoothly tannic structure. Enjoy through 
2019. Michael R. Downey Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Fattoria Torre a Cona 2013 Riserva (Chianti 
Colli Fiorentini). This enjoyable all-Sangio-

vese wine offers black cherry, tilled earth and new 
leather aromas. The savory palate delivers red plum 
flavors accented by cinnamon and clove, framed in 
lithe tannins. Enjoy through 2019. Lynda Allison 
Cellar Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Fattoria Bagnolo 2014 Chianti Colli Fioren-
tini. Made of 90% Sangiovese, 5% Colorino 

and 5% Merlot, this opens with black-skinned fruit 
and Mediterranean herb scents. Black plum fruit 
with a tinge of cinnamon leads the straightforward 
palate, structured by smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

87 Castello di Poppiano 2014 Il Cortile (Chianti 
Colli Fiorentini). Made of 85% Sangiovese 

and small amounts of Ciliegiolo and Canaiolo, this 
opens with subtle Morello cherry and underbrush 
aromas. The palate delivers black plum and tobacco 
flavors, bolstered by dusty tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Michael R. Downey Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Tenuta San Vito 2014 Darno (Chianti Colli 
Fiorentini). Made of 90% Sangiovese and 

10% Canaiolo, this easy-drinking red shows black-
skinned fruit and cooking spice on the nose. Mellow 
tannins frame the simple palate, which is flavored 
with red plum and leather notes. Enjoy soon. Dio-
nysos Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Uggiano 2015 La Casa di Dante Alighieri (Chi-
anti Colli Fiorentini). This laid-back blend 

of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon 
opens with iris and underbrush aromas. The bright, 
simple palate evokes red cherry and green tea, blan-
keted in soft tannins. Enjoy soon. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

CHIANTI COLLI SENESI

87 Guicciardini Strozzi 2015 Titolato Strozzi 
(Chianti Colli Senesi). Made entirely from 

Sangiovese, this enjoyable wine opens with violet 
and Mediterranean herb aromas. The straightfor-
ward palate doles out wild cherry flavors, an earthy 
hint of underbrush and soft tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Le Bertille 2013 Chianti Colli Senesi. A blend 
of 75% Sangiovese, 10% Merlot, 10% 

Canaiolo and 5% Colorino, this easygoing red 
opens with subtle black-skinned fruit and tilled soil 
scents. Smooth tannins frame the straightforward 
palate, which delivers ripe black cherry and leather 
notes. Drink through 2019. Singular Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Castellani 2015 Chianti Colli Senesi. Made 
of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Canaiolo, this 

has delicate black-skinned fruit and violet aromas. 
The simple palate offers black cherry and under-
brush notes as well as smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Fattoria Del Cerro 2015 Chianti Colli Senesi. 
Made of 85% Sangiovese, 10% Merlot and 

5% Canaiolo, this opens with subtle floral and black 
fruit aromas. It’s a simple red, showing cherry and 
clove flavors, framed by relaxed tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Poggio Salvi 2014 Chianti Colli Senesi. This 
90% Sangiovese, 10% Merlot and 10% 

Canaiolo Chianti opens with subtle blackberry and 
moist earth aromas. Morello cherry fruit domi-
nates the palate, accented by baking spice notes and 
round tannins. Enjoy soon. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Scaranto 2015 Chianti Colli Senesi. Black 
plum and cut grass aromas lead the nose of 

this simple, easy-drinking red. The palate offers red 
cherry fruit, a touch of nutmeg and relaxed tannins. 
Holiday Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

85 Palagetto 2014 Chianti Colli Senesi. Made 
entirely from Sangiovese, this opens with 

delicate red-skinned berry and Mediterranean herb 
aromas. The simple palate delivers red cherry and 
underbrush notes, with a mildly tanninic texture. 
Drink soon. Petrea Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

CHIANTI CLASSICO  
GRAN SELEZIONE

91 Rocca delle Macìe 2013 Riserva di Fizzano Sin-
gle Vineyard Gran Selezione (Chianti Classico). 

For full review see page 16. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

91 Tolaini 2013 Montebello Sette Gran Selezi-
one (Chianti Classico). Made entirely from 

Sangiovese, this elegant Chianti has enticing ripe 
red berry, violet and baking spice scents. The pal-
ate doles out succulent black cherry, leather and 
clove notes, while firm, savory tannins offer sup-
port. Enjoy through 2021. Banville Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Castello di Radda 2012 Gran Selezione 
(Chianti Classico). This 100% Sangiovese 

Chianti opens with iris, new leather and vanilla 
aromas. Structured and savory, the palate deliv-
ers black cherry, tobacco and licorice flavors, while 
chewy tannins lend structure. Enjoy through 2021. 
Wooden Ships. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

90 Tenuta di Capraia 2011 Effe 55 Gran Selezi-
one (Chianti Classico). The subtle nose 

of this all-Sangiovese wine suggests ripe black-
skinned fruit, pressed violets and dark spices. The 
linear palate offers dried black cherry, licorice, clove 
and chopped herb flavors, pulled taut by firm, fine-
grained tannins that lead to a coffee-inflected fin-
ish. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

CHIANTI CLASSICO

92 Istine 2012 Levigne Riserva (Chianti Clas-
sico). Made entirely from Sangiovese, this 

elegant red boasts classic varietal aromas such as 
violet, red berry and new leather. On the bright, 
sleek palate, cinnamon and Mediterranean herb 
accent a juicy core of Morello cherry and crushed 
raspberry fruit. It’s nicely balanced, with polished 
tannins and fresh acidity. Drink through 2025. Oli-
ver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 

89 Canonica a Cerreto 2011 Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). A blend of 90% Sangiovese, 5% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Merlot, this opens 
with violet and baking spice aromas. The dense 
palate delivers ripe black cherry, clove and cocoa 
flavors, with grippy tannins. Enjoy through 2020. 
Holiday Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Cantalici L’Antica Fornace di Ridolfo 2011 
Messer Ridolfo Riserva (Chianti Classico). 

Leather, truffle, ripe berry and a whiff of oak-derived 
spice lead the nose of this 100% Sangiovese wine. 
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The taut palate delivers mature plum, black cherry 
and licorice flavors, its fine-grained tannins leaving 
a firm, dry finish. Chigazola Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

89 Casina di Cornia 2011 Vigna La Casina Riserva 
(Chianti Classico). This wine’s new leather, 

menthol, steeped prune and French oak aromas 
seemingly fill the glass to brimming. The firmly 
structured palate offers dried Morello cherry, 
chopped mint and licorice flavors framed by brac-
ing, close-grained tannins. Savio Soares Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Mangiacane 2011 Riserva (Chianti Classico). 
A blend of 85% Sangiovese, 10% Canaiolo 

and 5% Colorino, this offers delicate ripe black-
skinned fruit and cooking spice aromas. On the pal-
ate, ripe black cherry, espresso and clove flavors are 
framed by firm tannins. Drink through 2019. David 
Vincent Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Quercia al Poggio 2010 Riserva (Chianti Clas-
sico). Made entirely from organically farmed 

Sangiovese, this opens with blackberry, leather and 
baking spice notes. The concentrated palate deliv-
ers mature black plum, espresso, toast and tobacco 
flavors, bolstered by astringent tannins that grip the 
finish. Dillmann Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

89 Tenuta di Capraia 2012 Riserva (Chianti Clas-
sico). This all-Sangiovese Chianti opens 

with black-skinned fruit, allspice and new leather 
aromas. Polished tannins lend structure to the 
dried black cherry, licorice and a tobacco flavors on 
the palate. Drink through 2022. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Tenuta La Novella 2011 Chianti Classico. 
This blend of 80% Sangiovese, 10% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and 10% Merlot opens with black-
skinned fruit, toast and baking spice aromas. The 
dense palate delivers prune, espresso and tobacco 
flavors, enlivened by firm tannins. Drink through 
2020. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Castello di Monastero 2013 Lionello Marchesi 
(Chianti Classico). Made of 85% Sangio-

vese, 8% Merlot and 7% Cabernet Sauvignon, this 
offers black cherry and baking spice scents. Ripe 
black plum, cedar and leather notes form the palate, 
with a framework of supple tannins. Enjoy through 
2019. American Spirits Exchange Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Dievole 2011 Maestro di Antichi Castelli 
Riserva (Chianti Classico). Underbrush, 

toasted oak and charred earth are a few of the aro-
mas you’ll find in this medium-bodied Chianti. The 
palate offers ripe black cherry, espresso and licorice 

notes, pulled taut by close-grained tannins. Orvino 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Quercia al Poggio 2012 Chianti Classico. This 
blend of 80% Sangiovese, 12% Ciliegiolo, 

6% Canaiolo and 2% Colorino displays spice-
laced blackberry and leather aromas. On the palate, 
firm, grainy tannins frame mature plum, espresso, 
tobacco and clove flavors. Drink through 2019. Dill-
mann Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

88 Quercia al Poggio 2009 Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). Made entirely from Sangiovese, 

this offers scorched earth, chopped herb and black-
skinned fruit aromas. The dense palate delivers ripe 
black plum, mocha and a hint of clove, with firm but 
rather evolved tannins. Drink 2019. Dillmann Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 Castello di Radda 2014 Chianti Classico. This 
easygoing red opens with black-skinned 

fruit and baking spice aromas. The straightforward 
palate displays red plum and leather notes, with a 
hint of black pepper and pliant tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Wooden Ships. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Triacca 2012 La Modonnina Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). This has subdued toasted oak, 

underbrush and dark spice aromas, accented by a 
whiff of menthol. The lean, medium-bodied palate 
offers black cherry, espresso and sweet oak flavors, 
framed by fine-grained but not very persistent tan-
nins. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Villa Montignana 2011 Riserva (Chianti Clas-
sico). Made of 90% Sangiovese and 10% 

Merlot, this has subdued black-skinned fruit and 
underbrush aromas. Assertive tannins frame a 
palate of prune, tobacco and black pepper flavors. 
Drink soon to capture the remaining fruit. 8 Vini, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

85 Castellani 2011 Tomaiolo Riserva (Chianti 
Classico). This simple wine offers subdued 

charred earth and dark-skinned berry aromas. On 
the palate, an unusual medicinal note and green 
hint of sage accent the faint sour cherry fruit. The 
tannins are astringent yet fleeting. Monsieur Tou-
ton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

CHIANTI SUPERIORE

89 Fattoria La Vialla 2015 Casa Conforto (Chi-
anti Superiore). Made of 90% Sangiovese 

and 10% Canaiolo—organically farmed—this opens 
with violet and underbrush aromas. The palate 
delivers juicy red cherry and raspberry fruit, blan-

keted in smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Coli 2015 Montignana (Chianti Superiore). 
This blend of 70% Sangiovese, 15% Caber-

net Sauvignon and 15% Merlot offers black-skinned 
berry, underbrush and dried herb aromas. Straight-
forward and easygoing, the palate doles out ripe 
black plum, sage and clove flavors, tempered by soft 
acidity and round tannins. Drink through 2018. 8 
Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

88 Fattoria La Vialla 2014 Casa Conforto (Chi-
anti Superiore). Made of 90% Sangiovese 

and 10% Canaiolo, this opens with red plum and 
underbrush aromas and develops into black cherry 
and raspberry flavors on the smoothly tannic palate. 
There’s a lot to enjoy here. Drink soon. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Pieve de’ Pitti 2013 Cerretello (Chianti Supe-
riore). This all-Sangiovese Chianti offers 

black-skinned fruit and new leather aromas. The 
firm palate delivers prune and ripe tangerine fruit, 
framed by smooth tannins. Southport Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Poggio al Casone 2015 Chianti Superiore. 
Made of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Canaiolo, 

this opens with plum and violet aromas. Mellow 
tannins frame a palate of red cherry and baking 
spice flavors. Enjoy soon. Mission Wine Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Poggiotondo 2014 Chianti Superiore. The 
nose of this 85% Sangiovese, 10% Canaiolo 

and 5% Colorino Chianti shows muted black-
skinned fruit and cooking spice aromas. The pal-
ate is easygoing, displaying black cherry, clove and 
vanilla flavors enveloped in mellow tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Old Bridge Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Burchino 2015 Chianti Superiore. Made of 
70% Sangiovese, 20% Ciliegiolo and 10% 

Canaiolo, this has delicate black-skinned fruit and 
rose petal aromas. The simple palate offers easygo-
ing tannins, plum fruit and a hint of baking spice. 
Enjoy soon. Mission Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Fattoria Fibbiano 2014 Casalini (Chianti 
Superiore). This blend of 80% Sangiovese 

and 20% Ciliegiolo has dark-skinned fruit and 
underbrush aromas. Black cherry jam brightened by 
a hint of green tea is the core flavor, set against a 
backdrop of easygoing tannins. Enjoy soon. Venezia 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 
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CHIANTI

89 Fattoria La Vialla 2013 Casa Conforto Riserva 
(Chianti). A blend of 80% Sangiovese, 10% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Canaiolo, this opens 
with delicate blackberry and violet aromas. The 
palate delivers wild cherry, cedar and star anise fla-
vors, braced by firm tannins. Enjoy through 2020. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Il Palagio 2015 When We Dance (Chianti). 
This fragrant, red cherry- and sage-scented 

Chianti is made from organically grown Sangiovese, 
Canaiolo and Colorino. The easygoing palate deliv-
ers raspberry, redcurrant and leather notes, framed 
by smooth tannins and fresh acidity. It’s meant to 
be enjoyed young. Maritime Wine Trading Collec-
tive. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2013 Riserva (Chianti). 
Made of 85% Sangiovese and 15% 

Canaiolo, this opens with violet and leather aromas. 
The savory, straightforward palate offers mature 
black cherry, sage and anise flavors, supported by 
lithe tannins. Enjoy through 2020. Tuscan Vineyard 
Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Badia di Morrona 2013 I Sodi del Paretaio 
Riserva (Chianti). This 100% Sangiovese 

wine offers black cherry and baking spice scents 
that carry over to the palate. It’s fresh, accented by 
an earthy hint of new leather, and framed by supple 
tannins. Drink through 2020. Vinity Wine Com-
pany. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Fattoria Bagnolo 2013 Riserva (Chianti). 
Made of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Col-

orino, this straightforward red offers black-skinned 
fruit and dark spice aromas. The palate is dense 
with chewy tannins and Marasca cherry, clove and 
tobacco flavors. Enjoy through 2019. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

88 Pietro Beconcini 2015 Antiche Vie (Chi-
anti). This blend of 70% Sangiovese with 

Canaiolo, Colorino, Ciliegiolo and Malvasia shows 
fruity berry and violet aromas. On the palate, juicy 
black plum fruit is laced with baking spice and 
structured by smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. Tuscan 
Vineyard Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Tenuta Forconi 2015 Chianti. Made of 
80% Sangiovese, 10% Colorino and 10% 

Canaiolo, this opens with violet and redcurrant aro-
mas. The straightforward palate delivers ripe black 
cherry and underbrush notes with a fine layer of 
smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. Lucky Style. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

88 Tenuta San Vito 2015 Chianti. Made entirely 
from organically grown Sangiovese, this 

opens with earthy red berry, underbrush and tilled 
soil aromas. The palate is lively and filigreed with 
smooth tannins, delivering fresh raspberry, cin-
namon and clove flavors. Enjoy soon. Dionysos 
Imports Inc. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Brunelli Martoccia 2015 Chianti. The nose 
of this 80% Sangiovese, 10% Canaiolo and 

10% Mammolo wine opens with black cherry and 
baking spice. The accessible palate delivers red 
plum fruit, clove spice and smooth tannins. Enjoy 
soon. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Casa Catelli 2015 Chianti. This all-Sangio-
vese Chianti boasts red fruit and blackberry 

aromas. Structured with laid-back tannins and 
fresh acidity, the palate offers black cherry flavor 
with a hint of baking spice. Executive Wine Imports 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Fattoria La Striscia 2015 Bernardino (Chi-
anti). This blend of 90% Sangiovese, 5% 

Canaiolo and 5% Malvasia Nera offers ripe black 
plum and black tea scents. The firm palate displays 
black currant and clove flavor, supported by clench-
ing tannins. Drink through 2019. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 Fattoria Lavacchio 2015 Puro (Chianti). Made 
from organically farmed Sangiovese grapes, 

with no added sulfites, this opens with black-
skinned fruit, tilled soil and herb aromas. The lively 
palate doles out ripe black cherry, raspberry and 
white pepper flavors over a smooth tannic frame. 
Enjoy soon. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Nobilissima 2015 Chianti. This 100% San-
giovese opens with red-skinned berry and 

underbrush aromas. The easygoing palate evokes 
raspberry jam with a touch of cinnamon, framed by 
round tannins. Enjoy soon. Guarachi Wine Partners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Poggio al Chiuso 2015 Chianti. Made of 90% 
Sangiovese and 10% Canaiolo, this opens 

with rose and baking spice scents. The straightfor-
ward palate shows red plum and clove flavors, held 
firm with solid tannins. Drink through 2018. Village 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Poggiotondo 2015 Chianti. This blend of 
85% Sangiovese, 10% Canaiolo and 5% 

Colorino shows delicate plum and underbrush 
aromas. It’s medium-bodied, approachable and 

smoothly tannic, delivering prune and clove flavors. 
Drink through 2018. Old Bridge Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Sangervasio 2015 Chianti. Made entirely 
from organic Sangiovese grapes, this opens 

with floral iris and red cherry notes. The palate is 
straightforward and lively, marked by raspberry 
and thyme flavors and solid tannins. Enjoy through 
2018. Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Sensi 2015 Vegante (Chianti). Made of 80% 
Sangiovese, 10% Canaiolo and 10% Malva-

sia Bianca, this opens with red-skinned fruit and an 
earthy underbrush aromas. The fresh, straightfor-
ward palate evokes red cherry and chopped herb, 
framed by smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. Rolivia, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Sensi 2013 Dal Campo Riserva (Chianti). 
Made of 80% Sangiovese and 20% Canaiolo, 

this recalls cassis and cooking spice on the nose. 
The palate delivers ripe red plum laced with vanilla, 
softly framed by tannins. Drink now–2019. Rolivia, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

87 Uggiano 2012 Riserva (Chianti). A blend of 
90% Sangiovese and 10% Canaiolo, this 

opens with delicate ripe black plum and Mediter-
ranean herb aromas. It’s firm and straightforward 
on the palate, delivering black cherry and black tea 
flavors. Drink through 2019. Rose LLC Importers of 
Fine Italian Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

86 Badia di Morrona 2015 I Sodi del Paretaio 
(Chianti). Comprised of 85% Sangiovese 

and a balance of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Syrah, this laid-back Chianti offers red-skinned 
berry and baking spice aromas. The palate is sim-
ple, with easygoing tannins and ripe red cherry and 
clove flavors. Enjoy soon. Vinity Wine Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Fattoria Il Muro 2015 Chianti. Made of 90% 
Sangiovese and 10% Merlot, this opens 

with subdued black-skinned fruit and underbrush 
aromas. It’s built for early drinking and delivers ripe 
plum and cinnamon flavors with supple tannins. 
Wineries of Italy Consortium. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

86 Scaranto 2015 Chianti. Made of 90% San-
giovese and 10% Merlot, this has subtle 

black-skinned fruit aromas with an herbaceous 
edge. The palate is simple and informal, offering 
berry and cinnamon flavors. Enjoy soon. Holiday 
Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 
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86 Sensi 2015 Campoluce (Chianti). Made 
entirely from organic Sangiovese grapes, 

this opens with delicate red cherry and under-
brush aromas. Ripe strawberry and raspberry lead 
the palate, revealing easygoing tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Rolivia, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

85 Burchino 2014 L’Antico (Chianti). Subdued 
violet, plum and brown spice scents lead 

this 70% Sangiovese, 20% Ciliegiolo and 10% 
Canaiolo Chianti. Those aromas carry over to the 
palate, which is simple and mildly tanninic. Drink 
soon. Mission Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Candoni 2015 Chianti. Made of 80% San-
giovese, 10% Canaiolo, 5% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 5% Trebbiano, this opens with violet and 
underbrush notes. The light-bodied palate offers 
red plum fruit with a hint of brown spice, framed by 
simple tannins. Enjoy soon. Arel Group Wine and 
Spirits Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $11 

85 Caposaldo 2015 Chianti. This easy-drinking 
blend of 75% Sangiovese, 10% Caber-

net Sauvignon, 10% Merlot and 5% Malvasia has 
spice-laced ripe black cherry aromas. The light, 
simple palate shows sour cherry and clove with soft 
tannins. Drink soon. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Fattoria Il Muro 2015 Spigallo (Chianti). 
Made of 80% Sangiovese and 20% Merlot, 

this simple red opens with a whiff of black currant 
and brown spice. Informal and easygoing in struc-
ture, it shows plum and clove flavors on the palate. 
Drink soon. Wineries of Italy Consortium. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

85 Giulio Straccali 2015 Chianti. This easy-
drinking Chianti opens with subtle red-

skinned fruit and leather aromas. The tannins are 
rather evolved for such a young, simple wine, so 
drink soon to capture the red cherry and raspberry 
fruit. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $11 

85 L’Oca Ciuca 2015 Chianti. Made of 85% San-
giovese, 10% Merlot and 5% Syrah, this 

easygoing red has black-skinned fruit and baking 
spice aromas. The simple palate delivers red plum 
and leather flavors, supported by mellow tannins. 
Drink soon. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 L’Oca Ciuca 2014 Riserva (Chianti). The nose 
of this 90% Sangiovese and 10% Mer-

lot cuvée shows prune and vanilla scents. On the 
palate, it’s simple and easygong, delivering cocoa 
and black cherry jam flavors. Drink soon. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Poggio Nicchiaia 2014 Filetto (Chianti). 
Made entirely from Sangiovese, this infor-

mal red has subdued aromas suggesting dark spice 
and plum. The simple palate delivers prune fruit 
with a sprinkling of clove and laid-back, fleeting 
tannins. Drink soon. 7 Import. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

85 Uggiano 2015 Prestige (Chianti). Made of 
90% Sangiovese and 10% Canaiolo, this 

has black-skinned fruit and dark spice aromas. 
The simple palate delivers red cherry fruit and the 
slightest hint of white pepper with a frame of easy-
going tannins. Enjoy soon. Rose LLC Importers of 
Fine Italian Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

VINO NOBILE DI MONTEPULCIANO

94 Gracciano della Seta 2013 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. Enticing floral, wild berry, 

new leather and truffle aromas seemingly float out 
of the glass, growing darker with spice as the wine 
takes on air. The palate is elegant and still youth-
fully austere, offering Marasca cherry, crushed rasp-
berry, clove and white pepper flavors, framed by 
firm, chewy tannins and vibrant acidity. A licorice 
note closes the lingering finish. Drink 2020–2035. 
Ideal Wine and Spirits. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

93 Boscarelli 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Fresh and linear, this opens with fragrant 

purple flower, red berry and new leather scents. 
The firm, youthfully austere palate is loaded with 
finesse, offering crunchy red cherry, fresh straw-
berry and licorice notes with taut, fine-grained tan-
nins and vibrant acidity. Give it time to unwind and 
fully develop. Drink 2019–2028. Empson USA Ltd. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Il Conventino 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Violet, perfumed berry, 

new leather, cinnamon and mint aromas follow 
through to the elegant palate, lifting its juicy core 
of plum and ripe Morello cherry flavors. A licorice 
note signals the close while firm, fine-grained and 
polished tannins provide support. Drink 2018–
2027. Vignaioli Selection. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Antico Colle 2012 Il Saggio Riserva (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Mature berry, 

black plum, truffle and dark spice aromas take cen-
ter stage. The chewy palate doles out crushed rasp-
berry, tart cherry, licorice and clove flavors. This is 
fresh and balanced with firm, refined tannins. Drink 
2018–2026. Domenico Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Boscarelli 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). This structured red offers 

plum, violet, toast, balsamic and menthol aromas. 

The taut palate delivers red cherry, crushed rasp-
berry, licorice and orange zest flavors, set against 
fine-grained tannins. An espresso note closes the 
finish. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $53 

92 Cantina Del Giusto 2013 San Claudio II (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). For full review see 

page 10. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Casale Daviddi 2013 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. Violet, ripe plum, black-skinned 

berry, leather and truffle scents take center stage 
in this firmly structured red. The medium-bodied 
palate offers dried plum, chopped herb and licorice 
flavors, framed by firm, polished tannins and racy 
acidity, finishing on a black tea note. It’s still a bit 
austere but should develop beautifully over the next 
few years. Drink 2018–2028. Vinarium Inc. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Contucci 2012 Pietra Rossa (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). For full review see page 11. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

92 Palazzo Vecchio 2013 Maestro (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). Enticing floral, wood-

land berry, new leather and tilled soil aromas come 
together in this stunning red. Vibrant and elegant, 
the linear palate delivers wild cherry, red raspberry, 
cinnamon and clove notes, framed by firm, refined 
tannins and vibrant acidity. The youthful tension is 
pleasant, but give it time to develop even more com-
plexity. Drink 2020–2033. Golden Ram Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

92 Poggio alla Sala 2013 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. This has a balsamic nose of men-

thol, eucalyptus, new leather and chopped herb. On 
the palate, vibrant white pepper and licorice notes 
accent a core of Morello cherry and crushed rasp-
berry fruit. It has a backbone of firm, polished tan-
nins and bright acidity and will only improve over 
next decade. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. Cel-
lar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

92 Salcheto 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
You’ll discover alluring aromas of grilled 

herb, saddle leather, cured meat and ripe berry in 
this enticing red. The palate is succulent and juicy, 
offering red cherry, crushed raspberry, white pepper 
and clove flavors. It’s buttressed by bright acidity 
and youthfully firm, refined tannins for balance and 
a structure built for ageing. Drink 2018–2028. Mas-
sanois Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Salcheto 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). Toast, mocha, spiced plum and 

pipe tobacco aromas come together in this savory 
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red. The palate offers juicy raspberry, wild cherry, 
star anise and vanilla notes with firm, refined tan-
nins. Drink 2018–2026. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Tenuta Valdipiatta 2013 Vigna d’Alfiero (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Alluring violet, 

perfumed berry, truffle and Mediterrenean herb 
aromas emerge in the glass. The palate is firm and 
packed with black cherry, raspberry and licorice fla-
vors, with assertive, fine-grained tannins that give 
the finish grip. Give it time to fully develop. Drink 
after 2020. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Boscarelli 2012 Il Nocio (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). Dark spice, plum, toast and 

balsamic aromas lift out of the glass. The palate is 
firm and full-bodied, showing juicy black cherry, 
grilled herb, roasted coffee bean and French oak 
notes, underscored by bracing tannins that suggest 
this still needs a few more years to unwind. Empson 
USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

91 Contucci 2012 Mulinvecchio (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). This opens with earthy vio-

let, underbrush and overripe black-skinned fruit 
aromas with a whiff of game. The juicy, chewy palate 
offers baked plum, fleshy black cherry, truffle and 
licorice flavors, framed by polished tannins. It fin-
ishes on a savory note. Opera Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

91 La Braccesca 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Poliziano 2013 Asinone (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). Red berry, chopped herb, toast 

and a whiff of French oak are some of the aromas 
that take shape in the glass. The palate is taut but 
elegant, offering bright wild cherry, licorice and 
vanilla flavors, while tightly wound, fine-grained 
tannins leave a firm finish. Give this time to unwind 
and fully develop. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Avignonesi 2012 Grandi Annate (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). Ripe plum, coconut, 

vanilla and French oak aromas lead the nose. Youth-
fully assertive and austere, the palate offers toasted 
oak, licorice and espresso notes, set against a back-
drop of bracing tannins that grip the finish. That 
structure should mellow and integrate with a few 
more years of bottle age. Tabaccaia USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

90 Bindella 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
The aromas in this bright, taut wine evoke 

new leather, game, underbrush and wild berry. On 
the palate, fine-grained tannins and vibrant acidity 

frame juicy Marasca cherry, clove and licorice fla-
vors. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Boscarelli 2012 Sotto Casa (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Ripe black-skinned berry, 

plum, new leather and balsamic aromas lift out of 
the glass. The polished palate shows red berry, oak, 
espresso and licorice notes, framed by fine-grained 
tannins that leave a firm finish. Drink 2020–2027. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

90 Cantina del Giusto 2012 Baradiero (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Leather, under-

brush, grilled herb and charred earth aromas take 
center stage, accented by a balsamic note. The 
structured, medium-bodied palate offers juicy black 
cherry, coffee, licorice and rosemary flavors, framed 
by firm, fine-grained tannins. Drink or hold a few 
more years. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Casale Daviddi 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Cured meat, grilled herb, 

toast and raisin aromas lead the nose of this lean, 
savory red. The palate evokes sour cherry, cran-
berry, grilled rosemary, black tea and pipe tobacco, 
set against firm, close-grained tannins. Give this a 
few more years to come together. Drink 2019–2027. 
Vinarium Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

90 Contucci 2012 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Intensely floral violet and iris scents mingle 

with wild berry and new leather notes. The palate 
is youthfully austere, showing dried red cherry, star 
anise and clove flavors, with firm, fine-grained tan-
nins that carry the finish. This needs a few more 
years to unwind and develop. Opera Wine Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

90 Dei 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Loaded with energy, this polished red 

opens with fragrant blue flower, new leather, black 
plum and baking spice aromas. The juicy, vibrant 
palate offers tart cherry, cranberry, clove and 
thyme, its acidity and fine-grained tannins lending 
grip to the finish. Racy and linear, it needs time to 
fully develop. Drink 2019–2028. de Grazia Imports 
LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Il Conventino 2013 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. A blend of Sangiovese, Colorino 

and Canaiolo, this opens with grilled herb, toast, 
espresso and cured meat aromas. On the palate, 
clove and roasted sage notes add depth to tart red 
cherry and strawberry fruit. Fine-grained tannins 
and vibrant acidity provide the firm, elegant struc-
ture. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 La Braccesca 2012 Vigneto Santa Pia Riserva 
(Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). Coconut, 

baked plum and French oak aromas come together 
in the glass. The taut, medium-bodied palate offers 
red cherry fruit with hints of toast, espresso and 
star anise, framed by fine-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2020. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 La Calonica 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Ripe plum, blue flower and an earthy 

whiff of truffle lead the nose, while the juicy pal-
ate offers black cherry and clove flavors with a hint 
of game. Chewy tannins provide the framework. 
Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

90 La Ciarliana 2013 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. Truffle, new leather and plum are 

some of the aromas you’ll find in this taut red. The 
palate delivers Morello cherry, crushed raspberry, 
star anise and earthy game flavors, set against 
bright acidity and tightly wound tannins. Drink 
2018–2023. Maximum Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

90 La Ciarliana 2010 Vigna Scianello (Vino Nob-
ile di Montepulciano). Licorice, grilled herb, 

mature black-skinned fruit and balsamic aromas 
take shape in the glass. The juicy palate doles out 
fleshy black cherry, crushed blackberry, orange zest 
and spice flavors, with a saline hint of cured meat. 
Chewy tannins provide lend structure. Maximum 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

90 Le Bèrne 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Rose, aromatic herb, red berry and French 

oak notes lead the nose on this elegantly structured 
wine. Linear and taut, the palate offers red cherry, 
vanilla and a hint of exotic spice, with firm, fine-
grained tannins and zesty acidity. Drink 2020–
2030. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Romeo 2011 Lipitiresco (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). New leather, pressed blue 

flower, wild berry and a whiff of game are some of 
the aromas you’ll find in this taut, structured red. 
The palate offers mature black cherry, licorice and 
vanilla flavors, while assertive, close-grained tan-
nins give the finish grip. Give this time to let those 
tannins mellow. Drink 2018–2026. Mike Kaufher 
Wine Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $64 

89 Avignonesi 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. You’ll find ripe berry, underbrush, 

leather, vanilla and grilled herb aromas in this 
bright, linear red. The palate is taut but medium-
bodied, offering sour cherry, pomegranate and clove 
flavors tempered by firm acidity and grippy tan-
nins. Give it a few years to unwind before drinking. 
Tabaccaia USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 
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89 Carpineto 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). Subtle plum, toast, underbrush 

and violet aromas slowly emerge in this Riserva. 
The firm palate offers black currant, sour cherry, 
dried sage and espresso, while taut, close-grained 
tannins leave an assertive finish. Drink 2018–2023. 
Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Carpineto 2009 Poggio Sant’Enrico (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Underbrush, 

stewed prune, coconut and cured meat aromas lead 
the nose of this firmly structured red. The palate 
is austere, with close-grained tannins framing the 
sour cherry, grilled herb and licorice flavors. Opici 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

89 Carpineto 2009 Poggio Sant’Ercolano (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Forest floor, sun-

baked soil, mature plum and new oak aromas lead 
the nose. The assertive, structured palate shows 
star anise, espresso and dried black cherry flavors, 
braced by medium-grained tannins that carry the 
finish. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

89 Dei 2011 Bossona Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Stewed prune, espresso, 

and menthol aromas lead the nose, along with a 
whiff of leather. The warm, robust palate offers rai-
sin, clove and licorice flavors, while fine-grained 
tannins provide support. Drink through 2019. de 
Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $52 

89 Fattoria Del Cerro 2013 Antica Chiusina 
(Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). Packaged 

in an extremely heavy bottle, this has plum, toasted 
oak, new leather, dark spice and floral scents. The 
firm palate shows dried black cherry, roasted coffee, 
French oak and sage notes, while close-grained tan-
nins grip the finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 Folonari 2013 Torcalvano (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Enticing blue flower, rose, 

new leather and graphite scents lead the nose. The 
vibrant if rather slender palate offers tart cherry, 
chopped herb and a saline note, framed by firm, 
fine-grained tannins. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 Gattavecchi 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Dark berry, red rose, brown spice and 

new leather notes lead the nose. Fresh and juicy, the 
palate offers tart sour cherry, raspberry, star anise 
and sage flavors, with brisk acidity and austere tan-
nins. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

89 Il Macchione 2010 Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). French oak, coconut and 

espresso aromas lead the nose, while the austere 
palate offers dried sour cherry, sage and a hint of 

star anise. Firm tannins grip the lean finish. APS 
Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Lunadoro 2013 Pagliareto (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Vanilla, baked cherry and 

coconut aromas lead the nose. Bright and tense, the 
palate offers Marasca cherry, raspberry, vanilla and 
clove flavors, bolstered by firm acidity and youth-
fully austere tannins that leave a grippy finish. It 
needs to unwind and soften. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Romeo 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Steeped plum and chopped herb scents lead 

the nose and follow through to the rather lean pal-
ate, which is marked by red cherry and a hint of star 
anise. Youthfully assertive tannins provide a firm 
finish. This needs a few more years to come around. 
Mike Kaufher Wine Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

89 Tenuta Valdipiatta 2013 Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano. Forest floor, truffle, new leather 

and woodland berry scents mingle in the glass. 
The palate is linear, taut and austere, offering sour 
cherry, licorice and sage notes, framed by firm acid-
ity and assertive, close-grained tannins that grip 
the finish. Drink after 2019. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2013 
Redi (Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). Vio-

let, woodland berry and chopped herb aromas lead 
the nose of this zesty red. On the palate, hints of 
crushed mint and orange peel add depth to Morello 
cherry fruit, while polished, pliant tannins provide 
support. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

89 Villa S. Anna 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Delicate coconut, vanilla and plum 

aromas mingle in the glass. The subtle palate 
reveals licorice, cherry extract, espresso and a hint 
of vanilla, held together by tightly wound tannins 
and fresh acidity. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

88 Antico Colle 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Salty cured meat and chopped herb 

aromas carry over to the palate, which is lean and 
laced with tart sour cherry flavor. It’s tightly wound, 
with brisk acidity and assertive, angular tannins. 
Domenico Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

88 Bindella 2013 I Quadri (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). French oak, licorice and bal-

samic menthol notes carry over to the assertive, 
linear palate, where sour cherry, espresso and green 
sage flavors are braced by grainy tannins. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

88 Canneto 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). Ripe, dark-skinned berry, blue 

flower and Mediterranean herb aromas emerge on 
the nose. The palate offers toast, roasted coffee and 
star anise flavors, with bracing, grainy tannins that 
leave a tongue-drying finish. Selected Estates of 
Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Castellani 2012 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Made of 90% Sangiovese and 10% 

Canaiolo, this opens with delicate black-skinned 
fruit and cooking spice aromas. Smooth tannins 
frame the prune, clove and cinnamon flavors on the 
palate. Enjoy through 2018. Mission Wine Com-
pany. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Gracciano della Seta 2012 Riserva (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Toasted oak, 

espresso, new leather and steeped plum aromas 
waft out of the glass. The bracing palate offers 
grilled herb, licorice, toast and dried berry flavors, 
framed by grainy tannins that grip the finish. Ideal 
Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

88 Il Macchione 2012 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. Aromas suggesting French oak, coco-

nut and spiced plum carry over to the austere pal-
ate, which is marked by grippy tannins and dried 
cherry, espresso and a raisin flavors. APS Wine & 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

88 La Calonica 2012 San Venerio Riserva (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). This opens with 

toast, ground pepper, grilled herb and sawdust 
aromas. The palate is firm with grippy tannins but 
expressive, evoking sour cherry, roasted coffee bean, 
oak and star anise. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $51 

88 Lunadoro 2012 Quercione Riserva (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Dark-skinned 

berry, French oak, aromatic herb and a whiff of dark 
spice come together on the nose of this firm red. On 
the palate, roasted coffee bean and star anise notes 
accent wild cherry fruit, while close-grained tan-
nins provide the framework. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Nottola 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Blue flower, underbrush, licorice and herb 

aromas carry over to the taut, austere palate, along 
with sour cherry and sage notes. The wine is firm 
and lean, with tightly knit tannins and brisk acidity. 
Francoli USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Palazzo Vecchio 2011 Terrarossa (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). Violet, spiced plum, 

truffle and new leather aromas lead the nose. The 
palate is firmly structured, offering up espresso, lic-
orice and raspberry jam flavors, while close-grained 
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tannins give an austere impression on finish. Cellar 
for another year or two, then drink to capture the 
remaining fruit. Golden Ram Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

88 Poggio alla Sala 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). Blue flower, plum and 

toast notes lead the nose. The firm, tightly wound 
palate offers espresso, clove and grilled herb flavors, 
while close-grained tannins leave a bracing finish. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Poliziano 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. French oak, coconut, chopped herb 

and a menthol aromas lead the nose and carry over 
to the palate. It’s firm and marked by bright acidity, 
close-grained tannins and sour cherry and licorice 
flavors. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

88 Salcheto 2011 Salco (Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano). This has subdued toast, coconut, 

incense aromas, while the palate shows grilled herb, 
licorice and dried cherry flavors. Assertive, close-
grained tannins leave an astringent finish. Massa-
nois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

88 Tenute del Cerro 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). Subtle oak, underbrush 

and leather aromas come together in this tart, 
astringent red. The palate offers sour cherry, orange 
zest, toast and sage flavors, framed by raspy tan-
nins. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $38 

88 Trerose 2013 Santa Caterina (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Aged leather, eucalyptus 

and a whiff of cellar floor lead the nose, while the 
linear, lean palate offers sour cherry, sage, espresso 
and star anise flavors. Grainy tannins and racy acid-
ity give it an austere structure. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

88 Trerose 2012 Simposio (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). Alluring fresh violet, iris and 

plum scents are grounded by darker licorice and 
espresso notes in this wine. Its taut palate offers red 
berry, toast and mocha flavors, while grainy tannins 
punctuate the finish. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

88 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2011 Redi 
Briareo Riserva (Vino Nobile di Montepulci-

ano). Made of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Canaiolo, 
this offers black tea and mature plum aromas, while 
the palate evokes dried cherry, clove and star anise 
flavors. Firm, close-grained tannins generate an 
austere finish. Give it another few years to soften, 
then enjoy. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

87 Cantina del Giusto 2011 San Claudio II Riserva 
(Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). Made of 

Sangiovese, Canaiolo and Mammolo, this opens 
with French oak, coconut, espresso and prune aro-
mas. The palate is lean, offering star anise, dried 
sage, raisin and orange zest notes rather than juicy 
fruit. Grainy tannins give it a bracing finish. H. Mer-
cer Wine & Spirit Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

87 Gattavecchi 2012 Riserva dei Padri Serviti 
(Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). Oak, lico-

rice and grilled rosemary aromas lead the nose. The 
palate offers espresso, toast, dried cherry and sage 
flavors, pulled taut by close-grained tannins that 
leave an astringent finish. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

87 Le Casalte 2013 Quercetonda (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). The nose of this wine is 

marked by funky game, moist earth, stewed plum 
and wet fur aromas. That gamy note follows through 
to the palate, which is rustic and raisin-inflected 
with hints of grilled herb and used leather. Grainy 
tannins leave a raspy finish. Artisan Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Poggio alla Sala 2012 Parceto (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Fragrant blue flower, ripe 

black-skinned berry, rosemary and espresso aromas 
lead the nose. The firm palate offers dried plum, 
tart cherry, coffee and French oak notes, against a 
backdrop of raspy tannins that clench the finish. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

87 Romeo 2011 Riserva dei Mandorli (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). This wine opens 

with stewed plum, used leather, vanilla and coco-
nut aromas. The palate is evolved, offering prune, 
espresso and sage flavors, with close-grained tan-
nins that leave an astringent finish. Mike Kaufher 
Wine Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

87 Talosa 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Spiced plum and oak aromas lead the nose 

of this firm red. The palate is lean, offering sour 
cherry, vanilla, sage and coconut notes over a frame 
of astringent tannins. Curious Cork Imports LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Talosa 2012 Riserva (Vino Nobile di Mon-
tepulciano). This opens with stewed plum, 

pressed rose, ground pepper and toast aromas. The 
palate is austere, with bracing tannins and dried 
cherry, star anise and sage flavors. Curious Cork 
Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

87 Tenuta Santavenere 2013 Poderuccio (Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano). Sawdust, oak and 

grilled rosemary aromas lead the nose. Lacking fruit 
richness, the lanky palate instead displays espresso, 
licorice and cured salami flavors, while bracing tan-
nins grip the finish. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Tenute del Cerro 2013 Vino Nobile di Montep-
ulciano. Subtle stewed black-skinned fruit, 

grilled herb and licorice aromas lead the nose. The 
subdued, lean palate offers raw cherry and espresso 
notes framed by close-grained tannins that grip the 
finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $23 

86 Le Bertille 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepul-
ciano. French oak, coconut and spiced plum 

aromas carry over to the palate, where sour cherry 
fruit is accented by oak spice and sage. It’s lean and 
austere, with a raspy finish. Singular Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

86 Nottola 2011 Il Fattore Riserva (Vino Nobile 
di Montepulciano). This opens with weedy 

underbrush, prune, sage and game aromas. The pal-
ate seems evolved, offering dried cherry and cran-
berry notes with a grainy tannic structure. Francoli 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

86 Tenuta Santavenere 2013 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. There’s an acrid note on 

the nose of this wine, beneath headier coconut 
and French oak scents. The lean palate shows sour 
cherry, oak and roasted coffee flavors, framed by 
firm acidity and gritty tannins that clench the fin-
ish. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

86 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2013 Vino 
Nobile di Montepulciano. This opens with 

blue flower, herb and dark-skinned berry aromas. 
The palate is lean, offering sour cherry fruit and a 
hint of star anise, set against tightly wound, austere 
tannins that leave a drying finish. Deutsch Family 
Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

86 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2011 
Riserva (Vino Nobile di Montepulciano). 

Lean and evolved, this offers raisin, espresso, orange 
zest and grilled sage notes. Bracing tannins leave an 
abrasive finish. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

85 Canneto 2013 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
This offers roasted nut, grilled herb, toast 

and a floral aromas. The palate is brisk but reserved, 
offering a faint green sage flavor and assertive tan-
nins. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 
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ROSSO DI MONTEPULCIANO

90 Gracciano della Seta 2015 Rosso di Montep-
ulciano. Truffle, woodland berry and violet 

aromas take center stage in this luminous red. The 
fresh, juicy palate doles out sour cherry, crushed 
raspberry, thyme and clove flavors, framed by taut, 
polished tannins. A star anise note closes the finish. 
Drink through 2019. Ideal Wine and Spirits. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Avignonesi 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Tilled soil, blue flower and Mediterranean 

herb aromas follow through to the young, tightly 
wound palate. Juicy dark-skinned berry flavor is 
supported by taut, fine-grained tannins. Enjoy 
through 2018. Tabaccaia USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Gattavecchi 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Ripe plum, cake spice and iris aromas lift 

out of the glass, with a whiff of chopped herb. The 
youthful palate delivers black cherry and white 
pepper flavors through a frame of taut, fine-grained 
tannins. Drink through 2019. Total Wine & More. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 La Braccesca 2015 Sabazio (Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano). Leather, truffle and ripe 

black-skinned fruit and herb aromas lead the nose 
of this enjoyable red. The zesty palate offers black 
cherry, orange rind and brown spice flavors, with a 
fine-grained tanninc structure. Ste. Michelle Wine 
Estates. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Le Bèrne 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. This 
opens with ripe woodland berry, pressed 

iris and chopped herb aromas. The young, taut pal-
ate offers Morello cherry fruit accented by orange 
zest and clove against a backdrop of fine-grained 
tannins. A strawberry note wraps up the tight, fresh 
finish. Drink through 2018. Siena Imports. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

88 Boscarelli 2015 Prugnolo (Rosso di Montep-
ulciano). Rose, violet, sour berry and tilled 

earth aromas take center stage in this young red. 
The easygoing palate offers rounded tannins and 
wild cherry, black raspberry and clove flavors. A 
mineral note signals the finish. Empson USA Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Canneto 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Grilled herb, red berry and sun baked soil 

aromas come together on the nose of this wine. On 
the palate, mocha and star anise notes accent a core 
of tart cherry fruit, while tightly wound tannins 

provide the framework. Selected Estates of Europe 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Dei 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. Sun baked 
earth, pressed blue flower, dark-skinned 

fruit and grilled herb scents lead the nose. On the 
palate, a brown spice note accents mature black 
cherry fruit, supported by easygoing tannins. de 
Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

88 La Ciarliana 2014 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Violet, new leather, dark berry and herb 

aromas take center stage in this young red. The 
juicy palate offers crushed raspberry, tart cherry 
and licorice flavors, enveloped in soft tannins and 
bright acidity. This is what a Rosso should be: fresh, 
succulent and enjoyable. Maximum Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Lunadoro 2015 Prugnanello (Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano). Underbrush, stewed plum and 

a vanilla aromas lead the nose. The medium-bodied 
palate offers dried Morello cherry, orange zest, sage 
and star anise flavors, framed by firm tannins. 8 
Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Poggio alla Sala 2015 Rosso di Montepulci-
ano. Subtle plum, blue flower and toast aro-

mas come together in this red. The tightly wound, 
firmly tannic palate offers fleshy black cherry, star 
anise and clove flavors. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Talosa 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. Ripe 
dark-skinned berry, French oak, espresso 

and coconut aromas emerge in the glass. Youth-
ful and taut, the palate doles out Marasca cherry, 
crushed raspberry, truffle and vanilla flavors, set 
against a frame of tightly knit, refined tannins. 
Curious Cork Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Trerose 2015 Salterio (Rosso di Montepul-
ciano). Purple flower, dark-skinned berry 

and brown spice aromas lead the nose of this young 
wine. The straightforward palate shows dried black 
cherry, powdered sage and a hint of espresso with 
lithe tannins. Drink soon. Palm Bay International. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Villa S. Anna 2013 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Oak, vanilla, underbrush and spiced plum 

scents float out of the glass. The palate is lean and 
linear, offering sour cherry and star anise flavors, 
pulled taut by firm acidity and refined tannins. 
Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Le Casalte 2014 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Moist soil, menthol, new leather, violet and 

cellar floor aromas come together in this Rosso. 
The fresh, straightforward palate offers tart cherry 
and clove flavors, with both lithe tannins and brisk 
acidity. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Montemercurio 2013 Petaso (Rosso di Mon-
tepulciano). Chopped herb, underbrush, 

truffle and balsamic notes lead the nose. The palate 
is fresh, vibrant and polished, offering sour cherry 
fruit with a hint of licorice. A sage note closes the 
finish. Golden Vines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

87 Salcheto 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Grilled herb, dark spice, toast and leather 

aromas lead the nose. The palate is vigorous, 
marked by orange zest, dried cherry and thyme 
notes held together by tightly wound tannins. Mas-
sanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2014 Rosso 
di Montepulciano. Truffle, blue flower and 

eucalyptus aromas take center stage in this straight-
forward red. The racy palate offers tart sour cherry, 
orange zest and licorice notes, framed by firm tan-
nins and zesty acidity. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2014 Pog-
gio Stella (Rosso di Montepulciano). Fragrant 

blue flower, baking spice and wild berry aromas lead 
the nose. Zesty acidity and taut tannins frame fresh 
sour cherry, star anise and chopped herb flavors. 
Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Cavalierino 2015 Rosso di Montepulciano. As 
reserved on the nose as on the palate, this 

Rosso shows faint dried black cherry and licorice 
notes. The subtlest hint of thyme marks the finish. 
Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Nottola 2014 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Unusual hay, fennel and weedy underbrush 

aromas lead the nose. The palate is lean and brisk, 
offering raw cherry, chopped herb and star anise 
alongside flavors, framed by tightly knit tannins. 
Francoli USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Antico Colle 2014 Rosso di Montepulciano. 
Toast, moist earth, iris and grilled herb aro-

mas lead the nose. The lean, simple palate offers 
sour cherry, French oak and clove flavors, while 
raspy but fleeting tannins leave a drying finish. 
You’ll also find a bitter, green note of powdered sage 
on the finish. Kindred Vines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 
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BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO

99 Il Marroneto 2012 Madonna delle Grazie 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Perfumed berry, 

rose, new leather and dark spice are some of the 
enticing scents you’ll find in this vibrant wine. It’s 
still tightly wound but already dazzles with juicy 
wild cherry, crushed raspberry, cinnamon, nutmeg 
and pipe tobacco flavors. Youthfully austere but 
noble tannins and bright acidity provide balance 
and serious aging potential. Don’t be tempted to 
open it soon—the best is yet to come. Drink 2022–
2042. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $200 

98 Conti Costanti 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Immensely inviting, this opens with fra-

grant pipe tobacco, crushed berry, new leather and 
pressed violet aromas. On the palate, firm, refined 
tannins underpin juicy black cherry, raspberry and 
cinnamon flavors, while orange zest accents and an 
energizing mineral note lift the finish. It’s beauti-
fully balanced with bright acidity and will reward 
a bit of cellaring. Drink 2020–2032. Empson USA 
Ltd. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

97 Altesino 2012 Montosoli (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Balancing power and grace, this 

wine delivers alluring aromas and flavors of ripe 
black cherry, raspberry compote, grilled herb, lico-
rice and tar. Vibrant acidity and firm, velvety tan-
nins provide freshness and structure, while a hint 
of pipe tobacco closes the lingering finish. Drink 
2020–2032. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

96 Baricci 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Entic-
ing perfumed berry, violet, new leather and 

a truffle scents emerge in this textbook Brunello. 
On the savory, full-bodied palate, licorice, clove 
and chopped herb flavors accent a juicy core of ripe 
black cherry fruit. Firm, refined tannins provide 
structure. It’s already tempting but hold for even 
more complexity. Drink 2020–2032. K&L Wine 
Merchants. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $50 

96 Biondi Santi 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Underbrush, ripe berry, new leather and 

Mediterranean herb aromas slowly take shape in 
the glass. Showing youthful tension, the vibrant 
palate delivers red cherry, pomegranate, white pep-
per and pipe tobacco notes framed by bright acid-
ity and taut, refined tannins. It already shows great 
balance and finesse but is still young and tight. 
Drink 2022–2035. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

96 Le Chiuse 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Dark-
skinned berry, forest floor, pipe tobacco, 

new leather and balsamic notes float out of the 

glass. On the elegantly structured palate, taut, pol-
ished tannins and vibrant acidity frame ripe red 
cherry, exotic spice and aromatic herb flavors. A lin-
gering star anise note announces the close. Impec-
cably balanced and loaded with class, it’s still young 
and needs time to fully develop. Drink 2022–2037. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

96 Le Potazzine 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Fresh and full of finesse, this radiant red 

offers rose, forest floor, woodland berry, new leather 
and pipe tobacco scents. The palate delivers juicy 
red cherry, crushed raspberry, wild herb and white 
pepper notes, finishing on star anise. Taut, refined 
tannins and bright acidity give it intensity, lift and 
balance. Give it time to develop to its full poten-
tial. Drink 2020–2032. Skurnik Wines, Inc. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

95 Abbadia Ardenga 2012 Vigna Piaggia 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Here’s a deli-

cious red that opens with appealing ripe plum, blue 
flower, tobacco and baking spice aromas. Velvety 
tannins and fresh acidity provide structure and 
balance, while while juicy black cherry, raspberry 
compote and licorice flavors envelope the palate. 
Drink 2019–2032. Peter Warren Selections. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

95 Armilla 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. You 
could get lost in the enticing fragrance of 

this wine thanks to wild berry, blue flower, baking 
spice, chopped herb and saddle leather aromas. The 
smooth, elegantly structured palate is just as invit-
ing, doling out juicy black cherry, raspberry, cinna-
mon and white pepper flavors. Polished tannins and 
fresh acidity lend balance and support. An impres-
sive effort from this winery—one of Montalcino’s 
little known gems. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $63 

95 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 2012 Brunello 
di Montalcino. Dark spice, ripe berry, forest 

floor, Mediterranean brush and new leather aromas 
lead the nose on this powerfully structured wine. 
On the full-bodied palate, baking spice, licorice and 
pipe tobacco notes accent a juicy black cherry core 
while firm, velvety tannins provide the framework. 
Drink 2020–2030. Indigenous Selections. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

95 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 2012 Vigna di 
Pianrosso (Brunello di Montalcino). Ripe 

black-skinned fruit, underbrush, truffle and dark 
spice aromas come together in this full-bodied red. 
The palate is firm and seamless, delivering mature 
black cherry, raspberry compote, licorice and pipe 
tobacco flavors with both power and finesse. Tightly 
knit, polished tannins provide structure. Drink 

2022–2032. Indigenous Selections. Cellar Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

95 Fuligni 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Forest 
floor, aromatic herb, dark spice and euca-

lyptus aromas come together with a floral twist. 
Bright and elegant, the palate shows succulent wild 
cherry, white pepper, star anise and chopped mint 
flavors. With its taut, fine-grained tannins and firm 
acidity, it needs time to unwind and fully develop. 
Drink 2022–2032. Empson USA Ltd. Cellar Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

95 Il Marroneto 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Forest floor, wild berry, new leather and 

balsam are some of the aromas you’ll find in this 
bright, linear red. On the palate, firm, polished tan-
nins support ripe red cherry, white pepper, and-
crushed mint notes with a hint of black tea. It’s 
still young and tightly wound but already boasts 
stunning elegance. Drink 2020–2032. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

95 L’Aietta 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Cap-
tivating wild berry, rose, chopped herb 

and baking spice aromas take center stage in this 
earthy, stunning wine. The palate mirrors the nose 
in vibrancy, delivering tight layers of wild cherry, 
star anise and white pepper notes. Fresh acidity and 
firm, refined tannins provide a polished framework. 
It’s loaded with finesse and already delicious, but 
hold for even more complexity. Drink 2020–2032. 
Indie Wineries. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

95 Ridolfi 2012 Mercatale (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Truffle, leather, forest floor, pipe 

tobacco and purple flower aromas all come together 
in this young, balanced Brunello. The palate is taut 
and chewy, with a nervous tension that offsets its 
juicy Marasca cherry, raspberry, licorice and clove 
flavors. Its fresh acidity and polished tannins prom-
ise good aging potential. Drink 2020–2032. Wine 
Wine Situation LLC. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

94 Altesino 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Mark-
ing the winery’s 40th harvest, this vintage 

offers classic Sangiovese fragrance: wild berry, blue 
flower, baking spice and a whiff of new leather. The 
palate is sleek and elegant, doling out juicy red 
cherry, crushed raspberry, cinnamon and star anise, 
framed by lithe, polished tannins and fresh acidity. 
It’s loaded with finesse and tempting now but will 
be even better with a few more years in bottle. Drink 
2019–2026. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Gianni Brunelli 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Wild berry, forest floor, chopped herb and a 
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balsamic note are some of the aromas you’ll find in 
this bright, elegant red. The vibrant, medium-bod-
ied palate offers crushed raspberry, red cherry and 
baking spice flavors, buttressed by taut, polished 
tannins and fresh acidity. A blast of orange zest 
further lifts the finish. Drink 2019–2027. de Grazia 
Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Lisini 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. At once 
powerful and graceful, this delivers alluring 

aromas and flavors of ripe black cherry, raspberry 
compote, grilled herb, licorice and an intriguing 
tarry note. Fresh acidity and firm, velvety tannins 
provide balance and structure, while a hint of pipe 
tobacco closes the lingering finish. Drink 2020–
2032. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Campogiovanni 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Forest floor, truffle, new leather, ripe berry 

and a balsamic note are some of the aromas you’ll 
find in this delicious red. The fresh, chewy palate 
doles out fleshy black cherry, chopped mint and 
white pepper notes, while big, round tannins pro-
vide structure. It’s already enjoyable but will offer 
years of fine drinking. Enjoy 2018–2024. Premium 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Canalicchio di Sopra 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Wild berry, dark spice and Mediter-

ranean herb aromas lift out of the glass, accented by 
a whiff of new leather. The enveloping, full-bodied 
palate doles out fleshy black cherry, star anise, pipe 
tobacco and cinnamon notes, framed by chewy tan-
nins. Drink 2020–2027. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Caprili 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Truffle, 
leather, mature black-skinned fruit and 

carob aromas emerge from this powerful red. The 
full-bodied palate delivers succulent wild cherry, 
black raspberry, licorice, pipe tobacco and grilled 
herb flavors with big, chewy tannins. Drink 2019–
2027. Enoclassica Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

93 Col d’Orcia 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. For 
full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Fattoria dei Barbi 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Earthy aromas suggesting leather, 

forest floor, tilled soil and dark spice take the lead 
in this Brunello, punctuated by a balsamic note. 
Firm and full-bodied, it delivers succulent Marasca 
cherry, star anise, mint and pipe tobacco, framed 
by tightly wound but refined tannins. Drink 2020–
2032. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Il Poggione 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Ripe plum, tobacco, dark spice and balsamic 

aromas adorn this invigorating red. Firm and full-
bodied, the palate delivers wild cherry, crushed 
raspberry, star anise and grilled herb flavors with 
a backbone of youthful, bracing tannins. It’s already 
tempting but give it time to fully come around. 
Drink 2020–2032. Terlato Wines International. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

93 La Gerla 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Chopped herb, wild berry, spice and truffle 

aromas slowly take shape in the glass. The palate 
shows both concentration and elegance, offer-
ing fleshy raspberry, crushed cherry, licorice and 
crushed mint flavors, bolstered by firm but refined 
tannins. Drink 2019–2027. Slocum & Sons, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

93 Lambardi 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Enticing pressed rose, iris, woodland berry, 

Mediterranean brush and game aromas emerge 
from this succulent red. The palate is savory, doling 
out ripe wild cherry, black raspberry, grilled herb, 
white pepper flavors with a hint of sea salt. Firm but 
refined tannins and tangy acidity provide polished 
support. Drink 2020–2028. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Molino di Sant’Antimo 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This opens with inviting, classic 

Sangiovese aromas: woodland berry, forest floor, 
new leather, violet and truffle. The youthfully taut 
palate isn’t quite as expressive—yet—but already 
offers Marasca cherry, white pepper and star 
anise notes. It’s primary in its flavors now but will 
develop complexity over the next decade and then 
maintain well for years. Drink 2022–2032. Massa-
nois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Padelletti 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Firm 
and refined, this fragrant red offers intrigu-

ing new leather, black-skinned fruit, truffle, dark 
spice and balsamic notes. The palate is elegant and 
structured, evoking succulent red cherry, cranberry, 
star anise, and chopped mint with a vein of of bright 
acidity and taut, polished tannins. Youthfully aus-
tere, it has impressive aging potential. Drink 2022–
2037. Latitude Wines, Inc. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Pian delle Vigne 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
For full review see page 8.

abv: 14% Price: $80 

93 Poggiarellino 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Underbrush, leather, sun-baked soil and 

chopped herb aromas emerge from this structured 
red. Loaded with personality, the palate delivers 
juicy layers of ripe Morello cherry, crushed rasp-
berry, baking spice and pipe tobacco flavors, framed 
by firm, chewy tannins. It’s a full-bodied wine that 

will reward several more years of cellaring. Drink 
2019–2032. DJK Imports. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Ridolfi 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Leafy 
underbrush, new leather, dark berry and 

chopped herb aromas waft out of the glass. The 
fresh, chewy palate doles out succulent wild cherry, 
ripe raspberry, white pepper and cinnamon notes, 
blanketed in smooth, round tannins. A licorice note 
caps off the finish. It’s already delicious but will also 
offer fine drinking over the next several years. Drink 
2018–2024. Wine Wine Situation LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Sesta di Sopra 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Mature black-skinned fruit, menthol and 

dark spice aromas carry over to the savory, full-
bodied palate, joining juicy black cherry, raspberry 
compote and dried herb flavors. Firm, fine-grained 
tannins and fresh acidity offer support and a seam-
less feel. Drink 2019–2027. DJK Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Abbadia Ardenga 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Underbrush, dark spice, mature 

berry and balsamic notes emerge in the glass. The 
chewy palate doles out juicy Marasca cherry, black 
raspberry and licorice flavors with a hint of pipe 
tobacco, while youthfully firm, seasoned tannins 
provide the framework. Drink 2019–2017. Peter 
Warren Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $51 

92 Casanuova delle Cerbaie 2011 Brunello di 
Montalcino. Wild berry, new leather and 

thyme are some of the aromas you’ll discover in this 
savory Brunello. The palate doles out juicy black 
cherry, ripe raspberry, white pepper and tobacco 
notes, while firm, polished tannins offer support. 
Drink 2018–2025. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Casisano Tommasi 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This offers ripe dark-skinned berry, 

chopped herb, baking spice aromas wrapped in bal-
samic savor. On the palate, chewy tannins weave 
through wild cherry, black raspberry, cinnamon and 
star anise flavors. Drink 2018–2024. Vintus LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

92 Collosorbo 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Chopped mint, new leather, forest floor 

and spiced plum aromas take shape in the glass. 
The ripe, juicy palate doles out fleshy black cherry, 
raspberry jam, clove and licorice notes, supported 
by big, rounded tannins. It’s already accessible and 
seriously delicious. Drink through 2022. North 
Berkeley Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

92 Fattoria dei Barbi 2012 Vigna del Fiore 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Earthy aromas of 

truffle, leather, dried herb and dark berry slowly 
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take shape in this full-bodied red. Smooth and con-
centrated, the palate doles out fleshy wild cherry, 
raspberry compote, and savory orange zest and star 
anise notes, framed by fine-grained tannins. Drink 
2019–2025. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Fossacolle 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with underbrush, sun-baked earth, 

spiced plum and espresso aromas. On the taut, full-
bodied palate, licorice, clove and grilled herb notes 
accent a core of black cherry and crushed raspberry 
fruit. Tightly knit, fine-grained tannins suggest 
ageing potential. Drink 2020–2028. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 La Poderina 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Subtle dark-skinned berry, brown spice, 

leather and truffle scents gently lift out of the glass. 
The palate is polished and full-bodied palate, with 
licorice, clove and white pepper notes underscor-
ing a juicy black cherry core. Firm, refined tannins 
provide structure. Drink 2019–2027. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Poggio Antico 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Underbrush, chopped aromatic herb, dark 

spice and balsamic aromas come together in the 
glass. Firmly structured and elegant with a back-
bone of taut, refined tannins, the palate doles out 
ripe Marasca cherry, crushed raspberry, licorice and 
baking spice flavors. Drink 2020–2032. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

92 Siro Pacenti 2012 Vecchie Vigne (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Pronounced mature plum, 

black-skinned berry, vanilla, dark spice and French 
oak aromas lift out of the glass. The firm palate 
delivers dried wild cherry, roasted coffee, licorice 
and cocoa notes, while compact tannins provide 
support. Drink 2020–2028. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Tenuta La Fuga 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Truffle, chopped mint, woodland berry and 

eucalyptus aromas unfold in the glass. Bright and 
juicy, the palate evokes succulent red berries, star 
anise, clove and tobacco, set against a backdrop of 
firm, polished tannins. Fresh acidity lends balance. 
Drink 2019–2027. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $67 

92 Terralsole 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Underbrush, grilled herb, new leather and 

spiced plum aromas lead the nose of this chewy 
Brunello. The palate doles out juicy black cherry, 
raspberry compote, licorice and pipe tobacco notes, 
framed by robust, fine-grained tannins. Despite 
the powerful structure and hefty alcohol, it has 
elegance. Drink 2019–2027. Terralsole USA. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $68 

92 Villa Poggio Salvi 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Dark-skinned berry, new leather, 

and menthol aromas lead the nose, brightened by 
a floral tone. The palate delivers dried black cherry, 
crushed raspberry, clove and star anise flavors, 
made firm by framed tightly knit, rounded tannins. 
Drink 2020–2027. FX Magner Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

91 Capanna 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with subdued, earthy aromas suggest-

ing used leather, grilled sage, Mediterranean scrub 
and mature berry. On the hearty, monolithic palate, 
a pronounced licorice note and alcoholic warmth 
underscore the mature black cherry and clove fla-
vors. Assertive tannins provide a tight framework. 
Drink 2020–2027. Masciarelli Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

91 Carpineto 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Fruity 
plum aromas mingle with dark spice, chopped 

herb and violet notes on the nose of this full-bodied 
red. On the palate, fleshy black cherry, clove and 
anise flavors are set against chewy tannins and 
fresh acidity. It’s already approachable but will also 
offer years of enjoyment. Drink 2018–2023. Opici 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Castiglion del Bosco 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. French oak, tobacco and exotic spice 

aromas emerge in the glass. The firm, full-bodied 
palate delivers dried black cherry, raspberry com-
pote, vanilla and licorice flavors, framed by asser-
tive but fine-grained tannins. Drink 2020–2027. 
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Collemattoni 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy underbrush, scorched earth, leather 

and grilled Porcini mushroom aromas lead the nose. 
The brawny, vigorous palate delivers fleshy wild 
cherry, black raspberry, anise and vanilla flavors, 
while firm, chewy tannins lend structure. Drink 
2020–2027. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Pietroso 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. You’ll 
find ripe plum, forest floor, exotic spice, 

menthol and espresso aromas in this structured 
red. The palate is bright and linear with youthful 
tension, delivering red cherry, strawberry, white 
pepper and anise notes set against compact, fine-
grained tannins. Drink 2020–2030. Enotria Wine 
Import. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Podere Brizio 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Underbrush, oak, wild berry, herb and bal-

samic notes lead the nose of this Brunello. Tightly 
wound, fine-grained tannins frame cranberry, red 
cherry, orange zest and white pepper flavors on the 
palate. A hint of star anise signals the close. Drink 
2020–2027. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Podere Le Ripi 2010 Lupi e Sirene Riserva 
(Brunello di Montalcino). This opens with 

black plum, underbrush and new leather aromas. 
The palate is concentrated, its mint- and tobacco-
laced black cherry core underpinned by fine-grained 
tannins. Drink now–2023. Dark Star Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $175 

91 Sesti 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Chopped 
herb, pine, forest floor and balsamic notes 

follow through to the palate, rich in vibrant red 
cherry, cranberry, star anise and white pepper 
notes. It’s still tightly wound, with compact tannins 
and fresh acidity. Give it time to develop more depth 
and complexity. Drink 2022–2032. Kermit Lynch 
Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $108 

91 Siro Pacenti 2012 Pelagrilli (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). This opens with dry underbrush, 

sun-baked soil and French oak aromas. The pal-
ate is equally brooding, its dried black cherry and 
blackberry fruit brushed with licorice and espresso 
flavors. Assertive, close-grained tannins leave a 
firm finish. Drink 2020–2027. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Tenute Silvio Nardi 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Red berry, toast and black spice aro-

mas lead the nose, accented by whiffs of espresso. 
The palate offers licorice, clove, dried cherry and 
vanilla notes, while a backbone of fine-grained tan-
nins provides support. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

91 Tenute Silvio Nardi 2012 Manachiara (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Star anise, forest floor, 

mature dark-skinned fruit and a whiff of menthol 
perfume this structured red. The taut, full-bodied 
palate offers dried black cherry, licorice and pipe 
tobacco flavors, framed by firm, fine-grained tan-
nins. Drink 2020–2027. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

91 Villa I Cipressi 2012 Zebras (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Forest floor, leather, tobacco and 

menthol aromas take shape in the glass. The palate 
is tense and vibrant, offering raspberry, pomegran-
ate, licorice and espresso notes, bolstered by tightly 
wound tannins. Drink after 2020. Yountville Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

90 Brunelli Martoccia 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Dark-skinned berry, underbrush 

and leather are some of the aromas you’ll find 
in this juicy Brunello. The palate doles out fleshy 
black cherry, raspberry jam and clove flavors held 
together by fine-grained tannins and fresh acidity. 
Enjoy 2018–2023. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 
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90 Camigliano 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Leafy underbrush, truffle, new leather and 

dark berry aromas slowly take shape in the glass. 
The taut palate offers dried black cherry, clove, 
star anise and espresso notes, with tightly-wound, 
fine grained tannins that leave a firm finish. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

90 Camigliano 2012 Paesaggio Inatteso 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Forest floor, 

leather, pressed violet and balsamic notes meld 
together in the glass. The palate is firm and linear, 
offering dried cherry, tart cranberry, crushed herb 
and licorice notes, set against youthfully asser-
tive, fine-grained tannins. Drink 2019–2025. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

90 Canalicchio Franco Pacenti 2012 Brunello di 
Montalcino. Intense violet, woodland berry, 

chopped mint and menthol aromas come together 
in this fresh and firm Brunello. Its medium-bodied 
palate unfolds into sour cherry, cranberry, star 
anise and orange zest flavors, held tight with firm 
tannins. Drink after 2020. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

90 Castiglion del Bosco 2010 Millecento 
(Brunello di Montalcino). This opens with 

ripe black plum, vanilla and new leather aromas. 
The concentrated, full-bodied palate offers mature 
black cherry, clove, tobacco and black pepper flavors 
over a matrix of assertive, close-grained tannins. 
Drink 2018–2025. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $195 

90 Donna Olga 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Black-skinned fruit, leather and forest floor 

aromas lead the nose, while the savory, medium-
bodied palate delivers raspberry jam, black cherry 
and nutmeg flavors. Closed-grained tannins leave it 
feeling tight on the finish. Drink 2019–2025. Soilair 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Fattoi 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Grilled 
herb, dark spice, forest floor, toast and 

oak aromas lead the nose. The palate is dense, its 
mature black cherry, espresso, licorice and tobacco 
flavors drawn tight with close-grained tannins that 
leave a compact finish. Drink 2022–2027. Tricana 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

90 La Fornace 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Truffle, new leather, coconut and spiced 

plum aromas come together in the glass. The taut, 
full-bodied palate delivers mature black cherry, lic-
orice, coffee and ground pepper set against a back-
drop of fine-grained tannins that give it a firm tex-
ture. Drink 2019–2027. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 La Magia 2012 Ciliegio (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). From 40-year-old vines, this 

Brunello opens with French oak, coconut, spiced 
plum and balsamic eucalyptus notes. Those aro-
mas carry over to the palate, which is assertive and 
chewy with licorice and espresso flavor. A backbone 
of close-grained tannins provides support. Medal-
lion Global. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

90 La Togata 2012 dei Togati (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Dark-skinned berry, underbrush 

and star anise set the tone of this full-bodied red. 
The palate is juicy and polished, full of ripe black 
cherry, tobacco, clove and tangerine zest flavors, 
ribbed with fine-grained tannins. Drink 2019–
2025. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

90 Marchesato degli Aleramici 2012 Brunello 
di Montalcino. Bright red-skinned berry, 

new leather, herb and dark spice aromas waft out 
of the glass. It’s medium-bodied on the palate, with 
star anise and tobacco notes adding depth to the 
fresh cherry core. Taut, refined tannins provide the 
framework. Drink 2018–2024. Fedway Associates. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Mastrojanni 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Ripe dark-skinned berry, baking spice and 

Mediterranean brush aromas waft out of the glass. 
The full-bodied yet one-dimensional palate delivers 
wild cherry, black raspberry, star anise and salty 
mineral notes made bolder by alcohol warmth and 
big, velvety tannins. Drink 2019–2024. Selected 
Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

90 Mastrojanni 2012 Vigna Loreto (Brunello 
di Montalcino). Underbrush, new leather, 

truffle and chopped herb aromas take shape in this 
full-bodied red. The palate is brawny, offering mac-
erated cherry, coffee and licorice flavors, framed by 
chewy tannins. You’ll also notice an alcoholic heat 
on the finish. Drink 2018–2023. Selected Estates of 
Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

90 Podere San Giacomo 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. You’ll find wild red berry, coconut, 

leather, dark spice and balsamic notes on the nose 
of this wine. They infuse the palate, accenting its 
espresso-like flavor. It’s full-bodied, with a back-
bone of close-grained tannins that give the fin-
ish grip. Drink 2019–2027. Enoclassica Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

90 SassodiSole 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy aromas suggesting grilled porcini, 

leather, tilled soil and balsam lead the nose. The 
dense, chewy palate offers mature black cherry, 
raspberry, licorice and dried sage flavors, set against 
a tannic backdrop that needs time to soften. A 

tobacco note signals the close. Drink 2022–2032. 
Pietro De Marco Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

90 Seconda Stella a Destra 2012 Sangiovese 
(Brunello di Montalcino). This savory 

Brunello has red berry, scorched soil and new 
leather aromas. It’s full-bodied and finely tannic, 
offering black cherry, tobacco and clove flavors, 
while a licorice note marks the finish. Enjoy 2018–
through 2023. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

90 Tenuta di Sesta 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This opens with tobacco, dark spice, forest 

floor and leather aromas. The palate offers dried 
black cherry, licorice and clove flavors, set against 
tightly wound, taut tannins. It still needs a few 
years to come together. Drink 2019–2025. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

90 Tenuta Friggiali 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Woodland berry, tobacco and cooking spice 

aromas emerge in the glass. The medium-bodied, 
already approachable palate doles out juicy black 
cherry, star anise and white pepper notes, with a 
frame of ripe, tightly knit tannins. Enjoy 2018–
2022. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Villa I Cipressi 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Dark spice, forest floor, sun-baked soil and 

toast aromas lead the nose. The ripe, full-bodied 
palate doles out raspberry jam, vanilla, licorice and 
espresso notes, while close-grained tannins provide 
firm support. Yountville Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Bellaria 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with dark-skinned berry, chopped 

herb, new leather, espresso and balsamic notes. The 
palate is taut, offering dried red cherry, licorice and 
a hint of white pepper, set against assertive, close-
grained tannins that leave a grippy, astringent fin-
ish. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Brunelli Martoccia 2011 Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Delicate black-skinned berry 

and baking spice scents lift out of the glass. The 
dense, ripe palate offers dried black cherry, white 
pepper and leather notes, framed by mature tan-
nins. Drink through 2021. August Wine Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

89 Carillon 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with dark-skinned berry, mocha and 

leather aromas. The palate is dense, suggesting red 
cherry, licorice and white pepper flavors, while 
close-grained tannins leave a grippy finish. Panebi-
anco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 



BUYINGGUIDE

64  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  APRIL 2017

89 Centolani 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy underbrush, sun-baked soil, 

chopped herb and new leather aromas lead the nose. 
The firm, lean palate offers dried cherry, crushed 
mint, clove and orange zest notes, pulled taut by 
tannins that grip the finish. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Corte dei Venti 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This opens with subdued toast, espresso, 

scorched earth and underbrush aromas, while the 
chewy palate offers dried black cherry, licorice, 
vanilla and coffee notes. Assertive, close-grained 
tannins carry the finish. CV Tuscany Wine Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

89 Corte Pavone 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Made from organically farmed grapes, this 

evokes mature black-skinned fruit, leather and 
forest floor aromas. It’s warm and densely concen-
trated on the palate; fleshy black plum, tobacco and 
aniseed flavors leave it feeling one-dimensional. 
Drink 2018–2022. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

89 Crocedimezzo 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Delicate wild berry, underbrush, clove and 

grilled herb scents waft from the glass. The palate 
is ethereal and light-bodied, offering red cherry, 
pomegranate, and cinnamon flavors with a touch 
of game. Tangy acidity and supple tannins make it 
approachable now. Drink through 2020. Aventine 
Hill LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Il Bosco di Grazia 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This offers subtle black-skinned fruit, leafy 

underbrush and cooking spice aromas. The dense, 
forward palate shows dried cherry, blackberry jam 
and licorice notes, with assertive tannins that leave 
a firm finish. Drink through 2022. Ionia Atlantic 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

89 La Colombina 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This opens with earthy forest floor, leather 

and oak-derived vanilla notes. The brawny, mono-
lithic palate doles out ripe Morello cherry, rasp-
berry jam and licorice flavors, with a warming layer 
of alcohol. Solid tannins keep it feeling firm. Drink 
2019–2025. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

89 La Poderina 2010 Poggio Abate Riserva 
(Brunello di Montalcino). This opens with 

subdued berry and carob aromas. The dense pal-
ate delivers ripe black cherry, mocha and tobacco 
flavors, framed by rounded tannins. Drink through 
2019. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 La Rasina 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Spiced plum, truffle, new leather, coconut 

and oak aromas lead the nose. Taut and tightly 

wound, the palate offers dried cherry, tart cran-
berry, espresso, anise and sage notes. Give the tan-
nins another few years to unwind then drink to cap-
ture the remaining fruit. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

89 Molino di Sant’Antimo 2012 Varco 84 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Blue flower, ripe 

plum, baking spice and pine forest scents lead the 
nose. The palate is still tense and tightly drawn, 
showing tart sour cherry, star anise and a hint of 
espresso through flexed, fine-grained tannins that 
leave a firm finish. Drink after 2020. Massanois 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

89 Paradisone 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This opens with ripe dark-skinned berry, 

underbrush and baking spice aromas, while the 
dense, robust palate offers black cherry jam, clove 
and licorice flavors. It’s already accessible, with 
fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2021. Wineries 
of Italy Consortium. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

89 Podere Paganico 2011 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This offers mature black-skinned 

fruit and underbrush aromas. The palate is ripe yet 
firm, delivering prune, mocha and clove clove fla-
vors blanketed in chewy tannins. Drink 2018–2023. 
Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $48 

89 Poggio dell’Aquila 2011 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Delicate black cherry, forest floor 

and leather aromas lead the nose. The dense palate 
delivers mature black plum, vanilla and star anise 
flavors supported by ripe tannins. Drink 2018–
2023. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 Renieri 2011 Riserva (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). This opens with fleshy black 

cherry, leather and baking spice aromas, feeling just 
as concentrated on the palate. Black plum, vanilla 
and tobacco flavors are supported by ripe, firm tan-
nins. Drink through 2023. Michelangelo Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

89 Tenuta Buon Tempo 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Black-skinned fruit, cooking spice 

and balsamic aromas come together in this solid, 
straightforward Brunello. On the palate, firm, close-
grained tannins frame black cherry jam, clove and 
vanilla flavors. Drink 2018–2022. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Villa Le Prata 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Violet, dark-skinned berry and balsamic 

notes come together in this ripe, round wine. The 
palate delivers black cherry, tobacco and thyme 

flavors, bolstered by assertive tannins. Enjoy 2018–
2023. Vinity Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

88 Baccinetti 2012 Saporoia (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Underbrush, oak and crushed 

mint aromas lead the nose. The palate is firm, evok-
ing macerated cherry, star anise and vanilla flavors 
enveloped in dusty tannins that leave a grainy fin-
ish. DJK Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Belpoggio 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy game, truffle, underbrush, used 

leather and dark-skinned fruit aromas lead the 
nose. They carry over to the taut, tightly wound pal-
ate, where austere, dusty tannins leave a drying fin-
ish. Wine Worldwide. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Canneta 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with subtle dark-skinned berry, bak-

ing spice and leafy underbrush aromas. The round 
palate offers fleshy blackberry, star anise and white 
pepper notes, punctuated by ripe tannins. Drink 
through 2020. Orvino Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Casa Raia 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Spiced plum, toast, oak, underbrush and 

balsamic eucalyptus notes lead the nose. The tightly 
drawn palate offers vanilla, dried cherry and prune 
flavors that fade into a drying finish. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Cava d’Onice 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This displays ripe black-skinned fruit, 

Mediterranean herb and baking spice aromas. The 
dense palate delivers blackberry, clove and tobacco 
flavors, with close-grained tannins that leave a 
grippy finish. Ribevi Wine Int. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

88 Celestino Pecci 2012 Poggio al Carro 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Mature plum, new 

leather, dark spice and forest floor aromas lead the 
nose, while the robust yet one-dimensional palate 
offers dried black cherry and licorice flavors veiled 
in evident alcohol. Bracing tannins grip the finish 
and need a few more years to unwind. Superior 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

88 Cencioni Patrizia 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Dark-skinned berry, forest floor 

and coconut touches lead the nose. The dense, full-
bodied palate evokes fleshy black cherry, vanilla, 
tobacco and licorice flavors, all set against chewy 
tannins. Drink through 2022. Arte Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

88 Coldisole 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Vanilla, spiced plum, leather and toast 

scents come together in the glass. The palate offers 
black-skinned fruit, tobacco and star anise flavors, 
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with a backbone of assertive tannins lending grip. 
American Spirits Exchange Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Collelceto 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. The 
nose unfolds shyly, revealing black-skinned 

fruit and baking spice aromas. The palate evokes 
mature flavors like dried blackberry, tobacco and 
toast, held together by close-grained tannins. It’s 
rather evolved so drink soon. Regal Wine Imports 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

88 Colombaio 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
has black plum, mocha and underbrush 

aromas, while blackberry jam, prune and licorice 
flavors mark the dense, mature palate. Assertive 
tannins provide support. Drink 2018–2023. Tanaro 
River Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Donna Olga 2012 Le Cacce (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). This opens with black-skinned 

berry, tobacco and underbrush aromas. The firm 
palate shows black plum, clove and white pepper 
flavors, with assertive tannins that leave a drying 
finish. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Fattoria del Pino 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This robust red opens with 

scorched earth, new leather, underbrush and dark 
spice aromas. The palate is brawny and monolithic, 
offering licorice, dried cherry and clove flavors with 
the warmth of evident alcohol. It’s framed by chewy 
tannins and should be drunk soon to capture the 
remaining fruit and freshness. Garagiste. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

88 Fattoria La Lecciaia 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This opens with prune, mocha and 

baking spice aromas. The palate shows black plum, 
tobacco and raspberry jam flavors with an evolved 
tannic structure. Drink through 2021. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Fattoria La Lecciaia 2012 Vigna Manapetra 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Underbrush, dried 

tobacco leaf, roasted coffee and balsamic notes lead 
the nose. The tightly wound palate is lean, offer-
ing sour cherry, pomegranate, licorice and espresso 
notes, clenched by close-grained tannins on the fin-
ish. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

88 Fattoria La Lecciaia 2011 Manapetra Riserva 
(Brunello di Montalcino). This opens with 

black plum, mocha and baking spice aromas. On 
the ripe, forward palate, tobacco and vanilla notes 
accent a core of prune-like fruit, while chewy tan-
nins provide backbone. Drink through 2021. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

88 Fornacina 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy game, scorched earth and black-

skinned fruit aromas come together in this Brunello. 
The palate is dense and ripe, delivering raspberry 
jam, mochaand vanilla flavors, with mature tannins. 
Enjoy 2018–2022. Villa Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

88 La Collina dei Lecci 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This opens with black plum, truf-

fle and coffee aromas. The palate feels evolved, its 
flavors veering to prune, anise and tobacco. The 
tannins are close-grained but not very persistent. 
Drink through 2021. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 La Palazzetta 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy leather, forest floor, herb and bal-

samic aromas emerge in the glass. The taut, wiry 
palate offers sour cherry, dried sage and clove 
flaavors, set against a backdrop of bracing tannins 
that leave a firm finish. Give it a few more years to 
soften, then drink to capture the remaining fruit. T. 
Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 La Togata 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. The 
nose is shy at first, gradually revealing 

black-skinned fruit, scorched earth and nutmeg 
aromas. The juicy, straightforward palate delivers 
ripe black cherry, mocha and clove flavors through 
a frame of evolved tannins. Drink through 2020. 
Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

88 Pietranera 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Dark berry, pipe tobacco and baking spice 

aromas come together in this taut red. It’s linear 
and straightforward, with sour cherry, cranberry 
and star anise flavors. Firm tannins and bright 
acidity provide support Drink 2019–2024. Soilair 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

88 Pietranera 2011 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
opens with subdued black plum and baking 

spice aromas. The palate reveals black cherry, white 
pepper and clove flavors, framed by assertive tan-
nins that leave a drying finish. Drink through 2019. 
Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Poggio dell’Aquila 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. This straightforward, robust red 

displays subtle black-skinned fruit, leather and 
forest floor aromas. The rounded, already approach-
able palate delivers red plum, baking spice and 
tobacco flavors held firm with tannins. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Poggio Nardone 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. Dark-skinned berry, underbrush 

and leather aromas lead the nose. The palate is firm, 
offering plum, toast, mocha and tobacco flavors, 

while assertive tannins leave a taut finish. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

88 Poggio Nardone 2011 Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Reserved at first, this Brunello 

gradually reveals tilled soil and black-skinned fruit 
aromas. The dense, straightforward palate displays 
ripe plum and clove notes with a hint of licorice and 
closed-grained tannins. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

88 Renieri 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Mature 
black plum, tilled soil and mocha aromas 

lead the nose. On the ripe palate, hints of espresso 
and vanilla accenet dried black cherry and black-
berry jam flavors. Bracing tannins leave a grainy, 
teeth coating finish. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

88 SantaVinea 2010 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Black plum and baking spice notes lead the 

nose on this rich red. Dense and one-dimensional 
on the palate, it delivers prune, blackberry jam and-
vanilla flavors, with alcoholic heat and ripe, evolved 
tannins. Noble Harvest, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

88 Tenuta Oliveto 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This opens with baked plum, espresso, 

underbrush, dark spice and leather aromas. The 
taut, lean palate offers prune, dried cherry, anise 
and a grilled sage notes, dusted with tannins. Inter-
trade USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Uccelliera 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Earthy truffle, porcini mushroom, herb and 

game scents fill the glass. The palate is robust with 
rustic appeal, offering dried cherry, cured meat, 
sage and a salty finish. Grainy tannins provide sup-
port, while alcohol leaves a warmth on the finish. 
Drink after 2020. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

87 Agostina Pieri 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This opens with sun-baked soil, mocha, 

prune and leafy underbrush aromas. The densely 
concentrated palate offers black cherry jam, 
espresso and vanilla flavors, with scorching alcohol 
and assertive tannins that leave an astringent fin-
ish. Rare Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

87 Bonacchi 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Dark-
skinned berry and baking spice aromas lead 

the nose. The easygoing palate offers juicy black 
cherry and mocha flavors with a touch of white 
pepper. Dusty tannins leave a drying finish. Drink 
through 2021. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

87 Bonacchi 2012 Casalino (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). This opens with subdued black-

skinned fruit and baking spice aromas. The palate 
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is straightforward and easygoing, with black cherry, 
tilled soil and leather alongside flavors supported 
by firm tannins. Enjoy through 2021. Total Wine & 
More. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

87 Lazzeretti 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This shy, robust red reveals faint whiffs of 

underbrush, leather and Mediterranean brush. The 
subdued, one-dimensional palate offers raisin and 
licorice flavors, an alcoholic warmth and brawny 
tannins. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Pinino 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. Bright 
red berry, blue flower and baking spice notes 

lift out of the glass. Light-bodied and accessible, the 
palate offers red cherry and star anise flavors held 
together with pliant tannins. Drink through 2021. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

87 Podere La Vigna 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
This has mocha, game and black-skinned 

berry aromas. The dense palate evokes cured meat, 
espresso and prune, framed by grainy, mouth puck-
ering tannins. Drink through 2021. Rodinia LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

86 Bellarina 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. This 
has toasted oak, espresso and mature dark-

skinned berry aromas. The palate dense and packed 
with prune, blackberry extract and roasted coffee 
flavors. Raspy tannins leave an abrupt, astringent 
finish. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

86 Castello Tricerchi 2012 Brunello di Mon-
talcino. French oak, coconut and spice aro-

mas follow through to the lean palate, where they’re 
joined by sour cherry and vanilla flavors. Grainy, 
fleeting tannins give it an abrupt finish. Vintage 
Epicure. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

86 La Fornace 2012 Origini (Brunello di Mon-
talcino). Coconut, oak, vanilla and leather 

aromas lead the nose and carry over to the bracing 
palate. The wine lacks fruit richness, suggesting 
instead dried notes of cherry skin and sage. Tight, 
raspy tannins leave an astringent finish. Vignaioli 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

86 Uggiano 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Charred soil, espresso, used leather and 

game aromas carry over to the lean, firm palate, 
joined by dried black cherry and licorice flavors. 
The wine finishes abruptly, steeped in raspy tan-
nins. Rose LLC Importers of Fine Italian Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

SANT’ANTIMO

89 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 2013 Ateo 
(Sant’Antimo). A blend of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Merlot, this opens with black cherry and 
cinnamon aromas that carry over to the straightfor-
ward, balsamic-seeming palate. Polished tannins 
provide support. Drink through 2020. Indigenous 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 2013 Fabius 
(Sant’Antimo). Made entirely from Syrah, 

this opens with black currant and pepper aromas. 
The concentrated palate delivers prune, cedar and 
tobacco flavors, framed by sleek tannins. Drink 
through 2020. Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

ROSSO DI MONTALCINO

92 Le Potazzine 2015 Rosso di Montalcino. 
Fragrant blue flower, red berry and bal-

samic notes set the tone for this delicious red. The 
elegantly structured palate delivers wild cherry, 
crushed raspberry and chopped mint flavors, a pot-
pourri of dark spice lingering through the finish. It’s 
enjoyable now but promises fine drinking over the 
next several years. Drink through 2022. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Ridolfi 2015 Rosso di Montalcino. Juicy and 
round, youthful red delivers ripe black 

cherry, crushed raspberry, licorice and clove aromas 
and flavors. Chewy tannins provide structure. Enjoy 
through 2020. Wine Wine Situation LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Biondi Santi 2014 Fascia Rossa (Rosso di 
Montalcino). Due to the cold, wet vintage, 

the estate made no Brunello in 2014; its best grapes 
went into this wine. It shows the house’s hallmark 
elegance and is delicately scented with bright red 
berry and violet aromas that carry over to the ethe-
real palate, accented by a white pepper note. Racy 
acidity and tight, fine tannins provide the frame-
work. Drink 2018–2024. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Castelli Martinozzi 2015 Rosso di Mon-
talcino. Wild red berry, new leather and 

violet scents take center stage in this bright, young 
red. The palate is taut and linear, offering crushed 
raspberry, dried cherry, sage and clove notes, while 
fine-grained tannins provide the framework. Wine 
For All. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Citille di Sopra 2015 Rosso di Montalcino. 
This opens with violet, red berry and 

leather aromas. The savory, straightforward palate 
offers ripe red cherry, raspberry and clove notes, 

with a hint of sage and fine-grained tannins. Enjoy 
through 2020. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Col d’Orcia 2014 Banditella (Rosso di Mon-
talcino). Made from organically grown San-

giovese grapes, this opens with red berry, cooking 
spice and espresso aromas. The medium-bodied 
palate doles out wild cherry, vanilla and toast fla-
vors, framed by fine-grained tannins and bright 
acidity. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

88 Il Poggione 2015 Rosso di Montalcino. 
Underbrush, red berry and clove aromas 

carry over to the linear palate, which is steeped 
in espresso flavor. While it’s already accessible, 
fine-grained tannins give it a firm structure. Drink 
through 2020. Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

88 Molino di Sant’Antimo 2015 Rosso di Mon-
talcino. Here’s a luminous red that opens 

with red berry, sun-baked soil and Mediterranean 
herb aromas. It’s medium-bodied and approachable, 
delivering wild cherry, star anise and clove flavors, 
supported by polished tannins. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Poggio Nardone 2015 Rosso di Montalcino. 
Red berry, rose petal and eucalyptus aromas 

carry over to the savory, white pepper-laced palate. 
It’s an easygoing wine built on supple tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

87 Armilla 2014 Rosso di Montalcino. Subdued 
underbrush, red berry and culinary spice 

aromas emerge in this tight, young red. The palate 
is bright and lean, offering tart cherry, dried sage 
and clove flavors, bolstered by taut tannins and racy 
acidity. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Mocali 2015 Rosso di Montalcino. Red berry, 
underbrush and coffee bean aromas lift out 

of the glass. The medium-bodied palate delivers red 
cherry, clove and tobacco notes, with firm tannins 
that grip the finish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

TOSCANA

94 Michele Satta 2012 Cavaliere (Toscana). 
Made entirely from Sangiovese, this opens 

with intense violet, red berry, Mediterranean herb 
and tilled soil aromas. The palate is polished and 
layered in crushed raspberry, juicy black cherry, 
pipe tobacco, mint and white pepper flavors. Vel-
vety tannins provide structure. Enjoy through 2022. 
Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 
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93 Le Macchiole 2013 Messorio (Toscana). Made 
from 100% Merlot grapes, this boasts ripe 

red berry, cassis, espresso, vanilla and chopped 
mint aromas. The densely concentrated palate doles 
out ripe cassis, licorice, tobacco and sage flavors, 
blanketed in velvety tannins. Drink through 2022. 
Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $225 

92 Le Macchiole 2013 Paleo Rosso (Toscana). 
This all- Cabernet Franc bottling opens with 

cassis, mocha, graphite and bell pepper aromas. The 
concentrated palate delivers black currant, rasp-
berry jam, clove and oak-derived spice flavors, with 
assertive but polished tannins. Drink through 2023. 
Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $110 

92 Le Macchiole 2012 Messorio (Toscana). 
French oak, coconut, cassis, menthol and 

coffee aromas lead the nose of this structured red. 
Made entirely from Merlot, it’s densely concen-
trated, offering mature plum, black currant, dried 
sage, anise and espresso flavors. Firm, close-grained 
tannins give the finish grip. Drink 2018–2025. Vin-
tus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $300 

92 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2013 Indaco (Toscana). 
For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Le Macchiole 2013 Scrio (Toscana). This 100% 
Syrah wine opens with ripe black-skinned 

fruit, roasted coffee, leather and cedar aromas. The 
full-bodied, concentrated palate offers dried black-
berry, espresso, white pepper and star anise flavors, 
bolstered by ample, polished tannins. Enjoy through 
2021. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $175 

90 Renieri 2013 Re di Renieri (Toscana). This 
blend of 60% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 15% Cabernet Franc and 5% Petit Verdot 
boasts black currant and cedar aromas. The savory 
palate delivers black cherry, cassis, tobacco and 
white pepper notes, set against firm tannins. Drink 
now–2021. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2013 Scipio (Toscana). 
Made entirely from Cabernet Franc, this 

offers blueberry, cedar and bell pepper aromas. The 
palate is juicy, full of red currant, vanilla and Medi-
terranean herb flavors, held firm with polished tan-
nins and a tart finish. Drink through 2022. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $110 

90 Terre del Marchesato 2013 Aldone (Tos-
cana). This juicy all-Merlot bottling boasts 

blackberry and green peppercorn aromas. The firm 
palate doles out black currant, tobacco, clove and 

licorice flavors, framed by crunchy tannins. Enjoy 
through 2020. Charlemagne Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

89 Badia di Morrona 2012 N’Antia (Toscana). 
This 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Cab-

ernet Franc and 20% Merlot blend has herb-laced 
blackberry aromas. The dense palate doles out rasp-
berry jam, toast and clove flavors through close-
grained tannins that grip the finish. Drink through 
2018. Tavolo Vigneto. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

89 Badia di Morrona 2011 Vigna Alta (Toscana). 
Made entirely from Sangiovese, this opens 

with delicate black-skinned fruit and baking spice 
aromas. The straightforward palate delivers black 
cherry jam, cooking spice and white pepper fla-
vors, rounded with ripe tannins. Enjoy soon. Tavolo 
Vigneto. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 PoderNuovo a Palazzone 2012 Sotirio (Tos-
cana). Made entirely fromSangiovese, this 

opens with red berry, underbrush and exotic spice 
aromas. The palate is straightforward and evoca-
tive of black cherries, crushed mint and a tobacco, 
framed by polished tannins. Drink through 2019. 
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

89 PoderNuovo a Palazzone 2012 Therra (Tos-
cana). Made of 48% Sangiovese, 35% 

Montepulciano, 10% Merlot and 7% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, this has black-skinned fruit and baking 
spice aromas. The firm palate delivers black cherry, 
black currant and tobacco notes in a frame of fine-
grained tannins. Drink through 2020. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Renieri 2012 Grido (Toscana). Made entirely 
from Merlot, this opens with subtle black 

currant and bell pepper aromas. The straightfor-
ward palate delivers black cherry jam, dark choco-
late and vanilla notes, with firm but polished tan-
nins. Drink 2017–2022. Michelangelo Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Tenuta Sette Cieli 2015 Yantra (Toscana). 
This blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

40% Merlot offers blackberry, leather and baking 
spice aromas. The savory palate offers mature plum, 
ripe black cherry and black pepper notes, held 
together with polished tannins. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

88 Badia di Morrona 2013 Taneto (Toscana). 
Made of 70% Syrah, 15% Sangiovese and 

15% Merlot, this opens with ripe black plum and 
tilled earth scents. The dense palate doles out 
prune, clove and game flavors, pulled taut by asser-

tive tannins. Drink through 2018. Tavolo Vigneto. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Michele Satta 2014 Diambra (Toscana). 
Made predominantly of Sangiovese grapes, 

this easygoing wine offers inviting violet and red 
berry aromas. The straightforward palate delivers 
raspberry and spiced cranberry notes, with a pol-
ished tannic structure. Drink soon. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 PoderNuovo a Palazzone 2013 Argirio (Tos-
cana). This blend of 90% Cabernet Franc 

and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon opens with bell pep-
per, cassis and grilled herb aromas. The palate offers 
ripe black currant, anise, sage and mocha flavors, 
buttressed by crunchy tannins. Drink through 
2020. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $27 

88 Pratesi 2015 Locorosso (Toscana). Made 
entirely from Sangiovese, this juicy wine 

opens with red cherry and white pepper aromas that 
carry over to the easygoing palate. They’re joined by 
raspberry notes and fresh acidity, smooth tannins 
providing the framework. There’s lots to enjoy here, 
but drink soon. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Renieri 2013 Regina di Renieri (Toscana). 
Made entirely from Syrah, this opens with 

black-skinned fruit, tilled earth and roasted coffee 
scents. The straightforward palate delivers black-
berry, black pepper, espresso and vanilla flavors, 
framed by firm tannins. Michelangelo Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Terre del Marchesato 2013 Il Tarabuso (Tos-
cana). This all-Cabernet Sauvignon wine 

has sun-baked earth and mature black-skinned 
fruit aromas. The ripe palate delivers prune, licorice 
and tobacco flavors, with an assertive tannic edge. 
Enjoy soon. Charlemagne Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

87 Renieri 2013 Invetro (Toscana). Made of 
50% Sangiovese, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon 

and 25% Merlot, this opens with delicate black-
skinned fruit and tilled earth aromas. The straight-
forward palate delivers ripe black plum and exotic 
spice flavors, smoothed out by ripe tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Michelangelo Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

87 Terre del Marchesato 2013 Marchesale (Tos-
cana). Made entirely from Syrah, this has a 

restrained nose that reveals baking spice and lico-
rice aromas as it opens. The palate is more asser-
tive, offering clove, ground black pepper and pow-
dered sage notes, with raspy tannins that leave a 
drying finish. Charlemagne Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 



BUYINGGUIDE

68  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  APRIL 2017

OTHER RED WINES

90 Fontodi 2013 Case Via Syrah (Colli della Tos-
cana Centrale). Made entirely from organi-

cally farmed Syrah, this has inviting blackberry, 
black pepper and thyme aromas. The dense, robust 
palate delivers black currant, cedar and smoke 
notes, bolstered by chewy tannins. Drink through 
2022. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

88 Rascioni e Cecconello 2015 Maremmino 
(Maremma). Made of 85% Sangiovese and 

15% Ciliegiolo, this has blue flower and underbrush 
fragrance. The earthy, straightforward palate deliv-
ers black cherry, thyme and white pepper flavors, 
held together with smooth tannins. There’s lots to 
enjoy here, but drink soon. Premium Brands. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

ROSATOS

89 Michele Satta 2015 Rosato (Bolgheri). 
Made predominantly from Sangiovese, the 

balance in Syrah and Merlot, this opens with red 
cherry and Mediterranean herb aromas. The pal-
ate is vibrant with raspberry, red currant and white 
pepper flavors, tempered by crisp acidity. Enjoy 
soon to capture the juicy fruit. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Castello di Bossi 2015 Rosato (Toscana). 
Made of 90% Sangiovese and 10% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this offers red berry and Mediterranean 
herb aromas that carry over to the palate. It closes 
on a refreshing citrusy note. Enjoy soon. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

WHITE WINES

90 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2015 Bianco Bene-
fizio Riserva (Pomino). Made entirely from 

Chardonnay, this opens with yellow apple, Williams 
pear and white peach aromas that follow through 
to the palate. It’s elegant and steeped in vanilla and 
hazelnut flavors, with fresh acidity that lifts its 
creamy texture. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

90 Michele Satta 2014 Giovin Re Viognier (Tos-
cana). This all-Viognier wine opens with 

apricot, butterscotch, toast and vanilla notes. On 
the creamy, full-bodied palate, lime and hazelnut 
flavors accent a core of juicy yellow peach. Enjoy 
through 2019. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

89 Guicciardini Strozzi 2014 Riserva (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). This opens with pear, 

Mediterranean herb and yellow flower aromas. 

The palate is juicy with white peach, Granny Smith 
apple and toasted almond flavors. It’s brushed with 
crisp acidity to give it a refreshing finish. Montcalm 
Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2015 Villa Cusona (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). This has heady 

floral aromas of honeysuckle and orange blossom. 
The palate is medium-bodied and round, delivering 
yellow apple, citrus zest and candied ginger notes, 
framed by bright acidity. Montcalm Wine Import-
ers. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2015 Bianco (Pom-
ino). Made predominantly from Chardon-

nay and Pinot Bianco, this opens with delicate 
white flower and orchard fruit aromas. The bright 
palate offers yellow apple, lemon and rosemary fla-
vors, set against fresh acidity. Folio Fine Wine Part-
ners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

SPARKLING WINE

92 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2012 Leonia Rosé 
Metodo Classico (Pomino). Made entirely 

from Pinot Nero, this fragrant Metodo Classico 
offers tantalizing red berry, citrus, rose and cake 
spice scents. It’s bright and elegantly sparkling, 
delivering juicy strawberry, tart cherry, tangerine 
and pastry cream flavors, framed by crisp acidity. A 
hint of cinnamon closes the quenching finish, call-
ing for a second bottle. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

VIN SANTO

92 Castello di Selvole 1996 Vin Santo del Chianti 
Classico. This blend of 60% Malvasia and 

40% Trebbiano boasts caramel, candied ginger and 
pine nut aromas. The concentrated, polished palate 
doles out candied apricot, maple syrup and toasted 
almond flavors, with a touch of carob. Vignaioli 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 16% Price: $50/375 ml 

92 Volpaia 2011 Vin Santo del Chianti Classico. 
For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14% Price: $50/375 ml 

91 Losi Querciavalle 2000 Vin Santo del Chianti 
Classico. Made of equal parts dried Trebbiano 

and Malvasia grapes, this dessert wine has intense 
toasted almond, maple syrup and caramel aromas. 
The dense, structured palate delivers acacia honey, 
dried fig and toasted hazelnut flavors. Tricana 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 16% Price: $45 

90 I Veroni 2007 Vin Santo del Chianti Rufina. 
Made of 60% Malvasia, 30% Trebbiano 

and 10% Sangiovese, this opens with apricot and 
orange jam aromas. The warm, structured palate 
delivers toasted almond, chestnut honey and dried 
fig flavors. Drink through 2025. Blicker Pierce Wag-
ner Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 17% Price: $37/375 ml 

89 Capezzana 2009 Riserva (Vin Santo di Car-
mignano). The nose of this 90% Trebbiano 

and 10% San Colombano wine suggests dried apri-
cot, chestnut honey and marzipan. Its rich flavors 
carry over to a sweet, luscious finish. Mionetto USA. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55/375 ml 

SWEET WINES

91 Sangervasio 2005 Recinaio (Colli Etruria 
Centrale). Made of 70% Trebbiano, 15% 

San Colombano and 15% Sangiovese, this savory 
dessert wine opens with fig, maple syrup and cara-
mel aromas. The complex palate delivers chestnut 
honey, toasted almond and candied date flavors, 
while a hint of dried tangerine accents the lingering 
finish. Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60/375 ml 

90 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2008 Vinsanto 
(Pomino). This blend of Trebbiano, Mal-

vasia, and San Colombano seduces with dried fig, 
raisin and vanilla aromas. The plush palate deliv-
ers toasted walnut, acacia honey and confectionary 
notes, while a coffee flavor closes the finish. Bright 
acidity tempers the richness. Folio Fine Wine Part-
ners. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47/500 ml 

88 Caiarossa 2011 Oro di Caiarossa (Toscana). 
Made entirely from late harvested Petit 

Manseng, this sweet, round dessert wine opens with 
ripe apricot and baked pear aromas. The straight-
forward palate delivers lemon honey, mature melon 
and vanilla flavors. Enjoy it soon. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $50/500 ml 

SPAIN
WHITE WINES

RÍAS BAIXAS

88 Castro Martin 2015 Family Estate Selection 
Sobre Lias Albariño (Rías Baixas). Tropi-

cal fruit, melon and fresh carrot aromas lead to a 
shearing palate with sharp acidity. Quick-hitting, 
sharp-angled lemony flavors finish tangy, minerally 
and lasting, with zesty citric acidity creating length. 
This is lean and pointed at only 12.3% abv. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $21 

88 Morgadio 2015 Legado del Conde Albariño 
Albariño (Rías Baixas). Citrus and apple 
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aromas are fresh, reserved and on the light side. 
In the mouth, this pops with lemony acidity and 
related tang. Flavors of tart green apple and lime are 
racy almost to the point of being sour, while this 
ends with a tingle of sharp acidity and a sense of 
wet stones and minerals. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Serra da Estrela 2015 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
Lemon and apple aromas are inviting, with 

a note of sweet grass. A chiseled, acidic yet round 
palate delivers flavors of tangerine, lime, lees and 
mild bitterness. This is fresh throughout, but short 
on the finish. Seaview Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Castro Martin 2015 A2O Sobre Lias Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). Melon and a green note of 

pole beans and lettuce set up a high-acid citric 
palate. Grassy notes of clover and lettuce infiltrate 
core citrus flavors, while this shows lemony punch 
and an herbal note on a juicy tangy finish. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $18 

86 Senda Verde 2015 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
Aromas of dusty lees, grapefruit and pine 

needles set up a snappy citric palate. This tastes of 
pithy lime, lemon and orange, while a quick-fading 
finish mixes citrus-peel notes with a hint of grapes 
skins and pyrazines. Winesellers, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

VALDEORRAS

91 Avancia 2015 Old Vines Godello (Valdeorras). 
For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 Avancia 2015 Cuveé de O Godello (Valdeor-
ras). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Casal Novo 2015 Godello (Valdeorras). 
Dusty white-fruit aromas lead to a firm pal-

ate with fine acidity, minerality and a sense of com-
pleteness. Dry slightly spicy apple and peach flavors 
finish in elegant form. This is everyday Godello at 
its best, meaning no bells and whistles, just fruit, 
slate and acidity. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Viña Somoza 2015 Sobre Lias Godello 
(Valdeorras). Slightly briny and pickled on 

the nose, this Godello could benefit from being more 
fruity up front. Lemony acidity and a stony sensa-
tion define the mouthfeel, while this tastes lemony, 
briny and a touch bready from lees stirring. Mundo-
Vino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

RUEDA

88 Emina 2016 Verdejo-Viura (Rueda). This 
blend of Verdejo and Viura opens with cit-

rusy aromas that include tropical notes and a hint 
of minerality. A juicy citric palate holds orange and 
lemon-lime flavors, while this tastes citrusy on the 
finish. Specialty Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Emina 2016 Verdejo (Rueda). Snappy slightly 
prickly aromas of citrus, bell pepper and 

green herbs lead to a fresh, citric palate of moder-
ate weight. Green-leaning flavors of grapefruit and 
nectarine finish firm but mild, with a briny note. 
Specialty Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Matarromera 2016 Granza Made From Organic 
Grapes Verdejo (Rueda). Tropical mango, 

melon, citrus and peach-pit aromas are typical for 
Verdejo. Flavors of citrus peel and stone-fruit pits 
follow the nose, while this organic-grape offering 
is mildly green on a light fresh finish. Matarromera 
USA, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Montespina 2016 Sauvignon (Rueda). 
White-flower aromas are a touch yeasty, like 

animal crackers. This feels plump but maintains a 
sense of freshness. Citrus and nectarine flavors are 
generic but good, while this is lasting on the fin-
ish, with notes of grape-skin extract and pyrazines. 
Spain Wine Collection. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Nisia 2015 Las Suertas Old Vines Verdejo 
(Rueda). This oak-aged Verdejo is yellow in 

color, with aromas of mustard and apple cider. In 
the mouth, this is weighty and a bit candied despite 
offering acidic cut. Outright sweet flavors of peach 
and melon finish mustardy like the nose, with oaky, 
resiny notes. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

87 Palma Real 2015 Verdejo (Rueda). Crisp 
aromas of celery and lime set up a fresh 

citrusy palate that’s light to medium in both body 
and weight. Flavors of green-grape skins and lemon-
lime finish a bit salty, but with proper acidity and 
balance. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Circe 2016 Verdejo (Rueda). After opening 
with white fruit and mineral aromas, this 

shows a sticky palate made fatter by low acidity. 
Candied sugary mango, banana and melon flavors 
are distinctly sweet, which could be a plus or minus 
depending on your tolerance for residual sugar in a 
white wine. Evaki Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Reina de Castilla 2014 Barrel Fermented 
Verdejo (Rueda). Briny aromas are less 

than fruity. This feels oily and round, with flavors 
of tropical fruits such as pineapple and mango set 
against nectarine and stone-fruit notes. Plump on 
the finish, with a slightly bitter aftertaste. Classic 
Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

85 Finca Montepedroso 2015 Verdejo (Rueda). 
Peachy aromas are pulpy and lack sizzle. 

This feels loose and wide, with modest acidity. Dry, 
peppery flavors are low on fruit, while this feels 
fleshy on the finish, with mildly bitter citrus notes. 
MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

83 Matarromera 2015 Granza Made From Organic 
Grapes Verdejo (Rueda). Sharp, punchy aro-

mas of citrus, green herbs and celery lead to a tight 
drawing palate. This tastes feline, bitter and a bit 
like passion fruit. Pyrazine-based green flavors of 
thyme and scallion drive the finish. Matarromera 
USA, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

83 Pagos del Rey 2015 Blume Verdejo (Rueda). 
Briny orange, grapefruit and grape-skin 

aromas announce an oily adequate palate. This has 
a gritty salty bitter-citrus flavor profile and a fin-
ish that’s oddly nutty. Félix Solís Avantis USA, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

RIOJA

87 Bodegas Perica 2015 Olsgosa Viura (Rioja). 
Warm dusty oaky aromas come prior to a 

citric palate that’s high in acidity and thus austere. 
Salty citrus flavors are monotone and fail to alter 
path on a salty woody finish. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Bodegas Tobía 2015 Viña Tobía Viura (Rioja). 
Dusty orange aromas and a tight lime-driven 

palate set up lime and arugula flavors that show 
mild bitterness on the back side. A tangy finish with 
a note of white pepper is an appropriate ending. Tri-
Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Bodegas Valdemar 2015 Finca Alto Cantabria 
Macabeo (Rioja). A yellowish tint and woody 

aromas include a note of baked apple. A somewhat 
full-bodied palate is endowed with a resiny texture, 
while this tastes of woody dried apple and papaya. 
Round and persistently oaky on the finish. Terlato 
Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Sonsierra 2015 Barrel Fermented Viura 
(Rioja). While this smells almost entirely 

like a barrel, the palate avoids being resiny and 
instead comes across as fresh and balanced. Oaky 
flavors are unavoidable, while melony fruit notes on 
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the finish are dosed up with wood spice and a shot 
of freshening acidity. Spain Wine Collection. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Bodegas Faustino 2015 VII Viura (Rioja). 
Fresh, crisp and more neutral and compe-

tent than exciting is how to best describe this racy 
but lightweight Viura. A citric palate issues short, 
tangy lime flavors, while the finish is juicy, lean and 
tight. Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Sonsierra 2015 Selección Viura (Rioja). 
Apple and melon aromas are easy to deci-

pher. For a basic white wine, this feels good, fresh 
and mostly right. Modest generic white-fruit flavors 
are followed by a bready note of spent lees on the 
finish. Spain Wine Collection. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

85 Carlos Serres 2015 White (Rioja). Aromas of 
stone-fruit pit and citrus peel are punchy. 

This blend of Viura and Tempranillo Blanco feels 
solid. Pithy grapefruit and salty flavors carry over to 
the finish of this everyday white. Winesellers, Ltd. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 El Coto 2015 White (Rioja). This is so light 
in color it almost looks like water. Oily aro-

mas suggest tropical fruits, while this feels lean and 
somewhat dilute. Pithy citrus is the key flavor, while 
an acidic finish shows a note of papaya. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

84 Conde de Altava 2015 Joven Viura (Rioja). 
Briny pickled aromas are just clean enough 

to pass muster. This simple Viura is lemony and 
tangy on the palate, with saline-influenced flavors 
of citrus fruits and bell pepper. On a snappy finish, 
a briny flavor leads the way. Simone International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

CARIÑENA

86 Bodegas Paniza 2015 Sleever Viura-Chardon-
nay (Cariñena). Aromas of apple and dried 

melon are basic and clean. This Viura-Chardonnay 
has juicy outsized acidity to go with a chunky body. 
Generic slightly sweet apple flavors finish fresh, 
with a hint of lime. Gregory White PR. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Bodegas Paniza 2015 Agostón Viura-Char-
donnay (Cariñena). White-fruit aromas 

are generic but satisfactory. This mix of Viura and 
Chardonnay is plump to the point of being slightly 
cloying. Candied melon and lime flavors finish short, 
with residual sweetness. Gregory White PR. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

85 Las Valles 2015 Viura-Chardonnay (Cari-
ñena). Yeasty white-fruit aromas lead to a 

light-bodied affable palate. This blend of Viura and 
Chardonnay tastes as expected, meaning simple 
lemon-lime. A mild lees character surfaces on a 
standard finish. Hand Picked Selections. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

83 Ignacio Marín 2015 Wine Wings Moscatel-
Garnacha (Cariñena). Tropical aromas of 

lychee are about all that stand out on the nose of 
this unusual Moscatel-Garnacha Blanca blend. Nei-
ther dry nor sweet, this seems caught in no man’s 
land. A dilute mouthfeel and bitter pyrazine notes 
on the finish don’t help this along. Winery Direct. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

VALENCIA

87 Vicente Gandia 2015 Hoya de Cadenas Night 
Harvest (Valencia). Stone-fruit aromas of 

peach and nectarine include a hint of gardenia and 
bath soap, which is likely attributable to the 40% 
Muscat that leads Viura, Chardonnay and Verdejo. 
With a grabby oily texture and flavors of green 
melon and lychee, this is pleasant and easy to sip. 
Vicente Gandia USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

86 Vicente Gandia 2015 Hoya de Cadenas 130 
Anniversary White (Valencia). This blend of 

Sauvignon Blanc and Verdejo opens with aromas of 
bath soap and apple juice. Plump and standard in 
feel, this tastes of stone fruits and salt. On the fin-
ish, which is steady but basic, this tastes bready and 
leesy. Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

85 Pluvium 2015 Premium Selection Mer-
seguera-Sauvignon Blanc (Valencia). Dusty 

apple and citrus aromas come with a slightly oily 
note of almond. Round and chunky on the palate, this 
Merseguera-Sauvignon Blanc blend is a touch soft. 
Leesy, wheaty white-fruit flavors are reticent on a 
simple finish. Vicente Gandia USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $9 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Losada 2015 Godello (Bierzo). Losada is 
known for its red Mencía, but this Godello 

debut is well done. A waxy floral nose with apple 
and stone-fruit aromas sets up a round full bal-
anced palate with bold acidity. Salty notes accent 
peach and apple flavors, while this displays grip on 
a lingering finish. Sophisticated is a good way to 
describe this. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Luna Beberide 2015 Godello (Bierzo). Mild 
apple and white-fruit aromas are a bit 

wheaty like bread. Conversely, the palate is tight, 
with pulling lemony acidity. Like the nose, this 
tastes wheaty and like stone fruits, while the finish 
is distinctly leesy. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

87 Borsao 2015 Macabeo-Chardonnay (Campo 
de Borja). For a basic Spanish white, this 

rises above the norm. Lightly candied white-fruit 
aromas and a medium-bodied palate help this 
Macabeo (Viura) and Chardonnay blend get going. 
Flavors of green banana and pithy lime end with 
tropical overtones and controlled pyrazine-based 
pepper notes. Fine Estates From Spain. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

87 Monterebro 2015 Blanco Sauvignon Blanc 
(Jumilla). Jumilla is a red-wine region, but 

this Sauvignon Blanc is a citrusy example of a tasty-
quaffable white from the area. Aromas of citrus peel 
are mildly pyrazinic, while this feels plump and 
balanced, but with spritz. Core citrus flavors come 
with a sprinkle of salt. Pacific Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

84 Bodegas Aragonesas NV Viura-Chardonnay 
(Campo de Borja). Yeasty aromas are low on 

fruit and specifics. This Viura-Chardonnay blend is 
lazy in feel, with modest acidic cut. Sweet bland fla-
vors quickly fall off and taste of powdered sugar on 
the finish. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

CAVA

92 Agustí Torelló Mata 2008 Magnum Gran 
Reserva Brut Nature (Cava). Crisp clean 

white-fruit aromas come with a hint of clover. This 
is mellow and mature on the palate, with nothing 
aggressive or edgy. Dry peppery yeasty flavors show 
little overt fruit, while this offers a hint of green 
melon on a dry complex finish. Hidalgo Imports, LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $150/1.5 L 

92 Raventós I Blanc 2012 Textures de Pedra 
(Cava). This tan-colored bubbly from stony 

soils smells complex, bready, yeasty and a lot like 
baked apple. A round, yeasty palate is cushioned 
like fine bedding, while yeasty flavors of bread and 
apple finish long. Drink through 2020. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

91 Huguet de Can Feixes 2009 Gran Reserva Brut 
Nature (Cava). Initial charred gritty aromas 

become more yeasty, round, complex and friendly 
with airing. This feels solid and moderately full in 
body, with dry yeasty neutral flavors that aren’t 
particularly fruity. A dry, subtle finish is classy and 
long. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $29 
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90 Agustí Torelló Mata 2008 Kripta Gran 
Reserva Brut Nature (Cava). A bready, 

yeasty nose announces that this brut nature is more 
than ready to drink. In the mouth, it’s smooth, but 
light on verve and bubbles. Oxidized flavors of spent 
yeast, bread dough and sautéed mushroom finish 
dry and reserved, but somewhat flat. Drink now. 
Hidalgo Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $100 

88 Marqués de la Concordia 2012 Reserva de la 
Familia (Cava). This fits properly into the 

brut nature category courtesy of neutral aromas and 
a direct tightly built palate. Mild citrus and melon 
flavors lose some clarity on a finish that hints at 
mealy apple and butter. The Haciendas-Company. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

SPAIN
RED WINES

RIBEIRA SACRA

92 Regina Viarum 2012 Regina Expresion 
(Ribeira Sacra). Mossy earthy black-fruit 

aromas open this powerful laser-focused Mencía. 
Eschewing the ligh floral style that’s common in 
Ribeira Sacra, this is ripped and intense. Toasty spicy 
blackberry and plum flavors show a note of lemony 
oak. The finish is like a spice cabinet of clove, mint, 
pepper, etc. Drink through 2025. Vinaio Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Regina Viarum 2014 Mencía (Ribeira Sacra). 
Ripe raisin and black-fruit aromas come 

with a licorice sidenote. This feels tight and pure 
but not demanding, with proper balance. Plum, 
blackberry and chocolate flavors give way to a 
spongy fruit-driven finish. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Adrás 2014 Mencía (Ribeira Sacra). Earthy, 
savory berry aromas are rubbery, while this 

feels fleshy and jammy. Young woody flavors out-
weigh the wine’s basic fruit notes, while this tastes 
toasty on the finish. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

BIERZO

93 Godelia 2012 Selección (Bierzo). Ripe black-
fruit aromas are cuddly and reflect the warm 

conditions of 2012. Tight and ribbed on the palate, 
this has the structure to handle blackberry, choco-
late and peppery spice flavors without seeming 
overripe or jammy. A saturated finish benefits from 
the right amount of acidity. Drink through 2023. 
Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Dominio de Tares 2011 Bembibre Mencía 
(Bierzo). Lush berry and marzipan aromas 

are darkened up by toast and graphite notes. This 
is a major-league specimen from Bierzo with a full 
body and manageable tannins. Blackberry, baking 
spice, mocha and dark-roast-coffee flavors hold 
steady on the finish before hollowing out. Drink 
through 2024. Opici Wines. Cellar Selection. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

91 Dominio de Tares 2014 Cepas Viejas Mencía 
(Bierzo). Tight, woody and refined on the 

nose, this is concentrated and dark in style, with 
good grip but nothing fierce or grabby to the palate. 
Toasty peppery black-fruit flavors finish warm and 
easy. Drink this bold Mencía through 2019. Opici 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

91 Godelia 2012 Mencía (Bierzo). Potent earthy 
cherry and animal aromas are neither too 

pushy nor overbearing. This is quite full and concen-
trated, with a ripe-fruit mix of black plum, black-
berry and chocolate flavors. Chocolaty oak is even 
more out front on a deep finish. Drink through 2024. 
Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

90 Losada 2014 Altos de Losada (Bierzo). 
Smooth cool aromas of cedar, lemon peel 

and cola accent black-fruit scents on this easygoing 
Mencía. Reedy blackberry flavors come with notes 
of herbs and spice, while the finish is mild in acid-
ity and hence soft and friendly. Drink now. Classical 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

90 Paixar 2013 Mencía (Bierzo). Woody plum 
and berry aromas are a bit more raw and 

angular than in past vintages. This feels abnormally 
bright and lively for Paixar, which is normally a dark 
full-bodied type of Mencía. Flavors of baked black 
plum and oaky coconut finish toasty and long, but 
low on fruit. Drink through 2023. Grapes of Spain. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

89 Losada 2013 Bierzo. Meaty leathery black-
berry aromas are less dressed up and pol-

ished than in past vintages. This Mencía feels 
jammy, wide and chunky, while flavors of spicy 
blackberry are limited. A toasty oaky lightly charred 
finish closes out this full-bodied offering from a 
tough cool year. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Vega Montán 2014 Mencía (Bierzo). Slightly 
rubbery black cherry and blackberry aro-

mas are generic but good. This feels round and 
easygoing, with soft tannins and modest acidity. 
Black-plum flavors fly solo, while this is nice but 
hollow on the finish. Drink now. Misa Imports.Best 
Buy —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Gancedo 2013 Mencía (Bierzo). Foresty berry 
aromas are warm and chunky. This feels 

plump and full in body, with grabby tannins and edgy 
acidity. Salty spicy plum and berry flavors come with 
loud oak notes, while this finishes full and stout, 
with toast and mint-like residuals. Classic Wines, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Abad Dom Bueno 2013 Mencía (Bierzo). 
Rubbery earthy aromas include black-fruit 

scents and a touch of prune. This Mencía feels raw, 
drawing and pinched. Overt oak notes share the 
flavor profile with tart plum and currant, while the 
finish is abrupt. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

87 Cuatro Pasos 2013 Mencía (Bierzo). Gritty 
leathery plum aromas are intense but also 

low on ripeness and charm. Par for 2013, which 
was quite cool and rainy, this wine feels racy, with 
abrasive tannins. Short standard black plum and 
berry flavors finish with controlled toasty oak notes. 
Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

CIGALES

89 Museum 2012 Reserva (Cigales). Ripe berry 
aromas are a bit raisiny, with vanilla and 

balsam wood notes. This Tempranillo feels blocky, 
saturated and tannic. Flavors of raisin, prune, 
blackberry and wood spice are full and bullish, 
while a boundary-pushing finish maintains a pal-
pable raisiny quality. Drink through 2020. Carolina 
Wine Brands USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Ovidio García 2009 OG De Autor Reserva 
(Cigales). Raisin, maple and vanilla aromas 

are derived from borderline overripe raw materials 
and 24 months in barrel. A hard palate pulls down-
ward with massive tannins. Baked berry and choco-
laty oak flavors finish with notes of berry pie and 
raisin. Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

88 La Legua 2013 Crianza (Cigales). Leathery 
berry aromas are comported and spicy. This 

feels grabby, tannic and tight, but good. Blackberry, 
toasty oak and integrated spice and herbal notes 
conclude with a compact tannic grip and a lasting 
note of oak. Classic Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Ovidio García 2012 OG Esencia Crianza 
(Cigales). Grapy black-fruit aromas are 

adorned with more than enough oaky vanilla. This 
is grabby and acidic. Flavors of cherry, wild berry, 
tobacco and vanilla finish in similar fashion, with 
brightness fostered by ultra high acidity. This is 
good and rugged but short on ease and flow. Misa 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 
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86 La Legua 2013 Capr icho (Cigales). Baked 
black-fruit aromas feature a ton of oak and 

related char and spice. In the mouth, this is pulling, 
blocky, tannic and wiry. A mixed bag of oak, spice, 
clove and blackberry flavors finishes like a campfire, 
with choppy, hard tannins that make for a rock-hard 
closing mouthfeel. Classic Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

85 La Legua 2013 Roble (Cigales). Abrasive aro-
mas of cherry and red plum are medicinal 

and rudimentary. This feels clamped and severely 
tannic. Foxy berry and buttery oak flavors finish 
choppy, with prodding acidity. Classic Wines, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

85 Val de Los Frailes 2010 Crianza (Cigales). 
Gritty, tarry aromas are front and center on 

a hard bouquet. This Crianza feels brutally tannic. 
Gritty flavors of burnt berry and road tar reflect the 
nose, while this tastes like blackened creosote on a 
rough finish. Matarromera USA, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

RIBERA DEL DUERO

91 Pecunia 2012 12 Meses (Ribera del Duero). 
Earthy black-fruit aromas show a side note of 

rubber. This feels tight, deep and concentrated, with 
hard tannins. Blackberry, cassis, toast and dark-
chocolate flavors finish firm and dry, with a chocolaty 
aftertaste. Drink this full bold true-to-form Ribera 
del Duero through 2025. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

91 Resalte 2011 Expresion (Ribera del Duero). 
Cedar, bold berry and cassis aromas come 

with an exotic note of sandalwood. In the mouth, 
this feels alert, bright and grabby, with a full load 
of muscular tannins and acidity. Flavors of spiced 
blackberry, coffee and chocolate are toasty and 
a touch burnt in character on the finish. Drink 
through 2023. Hidalgo Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Bosque De Matasnos 2012 Ribera del 
Duero. Jammy blackberry aromas come 

with strong notes of creosote and asphalt but not 
much nuance. A saturated beefy mouthfeel and 
dark toasty black-fruit flavors are intense, while 
this tastes of chocolate and dark spices on a deep, 
pounding finish. Drink through 2024. Vinamericas 
Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

90 Comenge 2011 Familia Comenge Reserva 
(Ribera del Duero). Earthy and a touch 

gritty smelling on first take, this gets riper, cleaner 
and better the longer it catches air. A full slightly 
tannic palate is mildly abrasive, while tea, herbal 
berry and chocolaty oak flavors are appealing. A 
spicy peppery chocolaty finish is not shedding its 

drying tannins. Drink through 2022. Cuddihy Wine 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $24 

89 Salcis 2009 Reserva (Ribera del Duero). 
Gritty earthy aromas come up short on 

freshness and clarity. This feels raw and pinching, 
with dry rubbing tannins. Gritty peppery berry fla-
vors are oaky, while this finishes with savory berry, 
herb and tobacco flavors. Hammering tannins sug-
gest decanting and/or service with hearty foods. 
Seaview Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Tamaral 2011 Reserva (Ribera del Duero). A 
big oaky can’t-miss blast of clove and wood 

spice is more dominating than secondary berry 
aromas. This is resiny and full in body, with ample 
acidity. Oak plays a lead role on the flavor profile, 
which includes toast, mint and herbal black plum. 
A peppery toasty finish benefits from moderate juicy 
acidity. Drink through 2021. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Tineta 2015 Ribera del Duero. Initially, this 
smells horsey, minty and not entirely clean 

or clear. A full chunky but clumsy palate is home 
to dark toasty flavors of clove and spice, while fruit 
notes are secondary. Barrel-driven mint, spice and 
clove flavors dominate the finish. Fine Estates From 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Traslascuestas 2011 Crianza (Ribera del 
Duero). Saucy herbal lightly grassy aromas 

surround an interior scent of black cherry. This feels 
thick and raisiny, and on the ripe side. Flavors of rai-
sin, prune, brandied cherry and spice finish peppery. 
Drink now. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

87 Bodegas Peñafiel 2015 Baron de Filar Roble 
(Ribera del Duero). Aromas of jammy berry 

fruits, licorice gum drop and warm earth are scat-
tershot and precede a palate that’s chunky but flat 
in feel. Buttery oaky berry and raisin flavors are 
solid but not direct or focused on the finish. Mid-
State Wine & Liquor, LP. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Dominio Basconcillos 2015 Viña Magna 6 
Meses en Barrica (Ribera del Duero). Jumpy 

berry aromas are offset by notes of clove and wet 
dog. This feels thick, chewy and creamy, while foxy 
berry and plum flavors are bolstered by heavy oak. 
On a creamy feeling finish, a chocolatey note rises 
up along with herbal hints. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Vecordia 2011 Crianza (Ribera del Duero). 
Mixed berry, Christmas spice and herbal 

aromas have their limits. This is ringing and hard 
on the palate, with an unsettled combo of fierce tan-
nins and bold acidity. Raspberry and plum flavors 

are on the tart side, while this runs low on cushion 
and depth on the finish. Siltstone Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Viña Vilano 2015 Roble Black Edition (Ribera 
del Duero). Staunch aromas of burnt coffee 

and gritty black fruits are jumbled and tough. This 
feels fat and a bit out of shape, while heavily oaked 
flavors of roasted berry fruits finish blackened and 
woody. Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

81 Pagos de Valcerracin 2015 Tempranillo (Ribera 
del Duero). Overt can’t-miss aromas of mus-

tard and sauerkraut would be fine if this were a hot 
dog, but it’s not. In the mouth, this feels strained 
and wiry. Sour pickled flavors of cabbage and plum 
finish raw. This is loaded with challenges and flaws. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

RIOJA

95 CVNE 2010 Imperial Gran Reserva (Rioja). 
Certain wines exude a sense of elevated 

excellence. This one gets to that level via aromas of 
spice cake, baked plum and tobacco aromas. A stocky 
saturated palate is structured and built to age, while 
this tastes of cool blue fruits, herbs, coffee and choc-
olate. A smoothly textured finish deals cocoa and 
mocha notes. Drink through 2040. Europvin USA. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

94 Valserrano 2010 Nico (Rioja). Cedary, spicy 
berry aromas are pure Rioja, but this also 

tosses in campfire, graphite and toast scents. A 
massive palate is concentrated and needs time to 
unfold. Flavors of plum, spice cake and pepper finish 
with a powerful tailwind of chocolate, herbs, spice, 
berry fruit and acidity. Best from 2020 through 
2030. Classic Wines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $58 

93 Sierra Cantabria 2013 Finca El Bosque (Rioja). 
For full review see page 9. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $152 

92 Bodegas Muriel 2013 Conde de los Andes 
(Rioja). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Contino 2010 Reserva (Rioja). Earthy notes 
of plum and berry include a touch of leafy 

herbs. This is crisp, elegant and slightly tomatoey in 
feel, with dry herbal plum and berry flavors that end 
fresh and savory. There’s nothing over the top about 
this classic Rioja. Drink through 2024. Europvin 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

92 Sonsierra 2013 Perfume de Sonsierra (Rioja). 
Heady aromas of cola, blackberry and lico-

rice set up a youthful choppy palate with hard tan-
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nins and a sense of skins. Blackberry, licorice and 
charred toasty oak flavors finish dry, spicy and with 
a strong note of dark chocolate. Drink through 2028. 
Spain Wine Collection. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $53 

91 Aspaldi 2010 Reserva (Rioja). Briary plum 
and leather aromas are slightly toasty. This 

feels just chewy and dense enough to rise above lean 
and dainty. Spicy peppery berry flavors come with 
a dusting of chocolaty oak, while the finish hums 
along with a firm but manageable tannic grip. Drink 
through 2021. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

91 Bodegas Escudero 2010 Solar de Becquer 
Reserva (Rioja). Elegant spicy aromas of 

dried red fruits and plum are fresh and clean. A 
pure forward medium-bodied palate holds flavors 
of spiced cherry, plum and vanilla. Those flavors are 
repeated and unbroken on a clean lithe finish. Drink 
through 2022. Votto Vines Importing. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Marqués de Vargas 2010 Hacienda Pradolagar 
(Rioja). This is yet another unconventional, 

funky Rioja from this producer. Herbal saucy aromas 
of briar patch and raisin are a challenge to process. 
On the palate, this is intensely tannic. Herbal, spicy 
cherry, plum and licorice flavors finish with juicy 
acidity. Drink through 2028. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $130 

91 Señorío de Cuzcurrita 2010 Cerrado del Cas-
tillo (Rioja). This is a dark saturated fully 

oaked Rioja with savory briary berry aromas and 
notes of coffee grounds, fennel and hard spices. A 
full chunky palate is displaying young rubbery tan-
nins. Flavors of baked plum, grilled meat, raw oak 
and lemon peel finish with toasty oak that veers 
towards maple. Drink through 2030. Vinos Libres. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $59 

90 CVNE 2011 Viña Real Reserva (Rioja). Spicy 
plum and berry aromas are slightly earthy 

and on the money. This feels full and plump, but 
well balanced. Spicy dry plum and berry flavors 
are limited but focused, while this offers a vanilla 
note on a finish that fades out slow and easy. Drink 
through 2019. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 CVNE 2010 Gran Reserva (Rioja). For a tight, 
snappy rendition of Rioja, this answers the 

call. Herbal plum and tomato aromas are earthy and 
a touch horsey. Tomato, plum and herbal flavors 
amount to a saucy whole, while this is fresh, herbal 
and brothy tasting on a crisp finish. Europvin USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

90 Viñedos de Paganos 2013 La Nieta (Rioja). 
Typically dark in color, with plum, black-

berry and a touch of raisin on the nose, this feels a 
bit jammy, with a shock of acidity and hard tannins. 
Prune, baked plum and baking-spice flavors finish 
toasty and charred, with dry rough tannins. Drink 
through 2025. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

89 Basagoiti 2013 Crianza (Rioja). Spicy reedy 
cherry and red-plum aromas open this 

high-acid sizzler from a cool vintage. Lean as a stick 
in terms of build, this tastes of raspberry, red plum 
and dry spices. A short but juicy and tight finish is 
ripping with acid. Drink through 2025. Cordelina 
Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

89 Bodegas Faustino 2011 Faustino V Reserva 
(Rioja). Berry and plum aromas are so ripe 

that raisin enters the picture. This feels medium to 
full, with soft acidity. Flavors of chocolate and wood 
spice share space with ripe berry fruit, while a full, 
long finish deals mocha and raisin notes. Palm Bay 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Bodegas Olarra 2010 Cerro Añon Gran Reserva 
(Rioja). Gritty cassis aromas are oaky and 

challenging, which is what you can get when a wine 
spends more than three years in oak. In the mouth, 
this is wiry and rubbery. Foxy plum and cherry fla-
vors finish clampy and herbal. Very good but with a 
few holes and pitfalls. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

89 Montecillo 2011 Reserva (Rioja). Classic 
Rioja aromas of berry fruits, spice, tobacco 

and vanilla lead to a grabby palate that’s slightly 
bumpy in feel. Dry spicy plum and berry flavors are 
lightly herbal, while the finish tastes the same. Eva-
ton, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Viña Bujanda 2011 Reserva (Rioja). Slightly 
herbal aromas veer off in the direction of 

grassy and rooty. This feels jagged and a bit choppy, 
with gritty roasted berry flavors. On the finish, that 
same gritty character persists and is joined by a tarry 
note. MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Baronet 2011 Familia Reyes Reserva (Rioja). 
Dusty earthy cherry and plum aromas are a 

bit spicy, while this feels blocky, with rubbery tan-
nins. Spicy herbal plum and raspberry flavors show a 
mild green note on the finish. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Baron De Ley 2014 Varietales (Rioja). Forced 
oak and modest red-fruit aromas are good 

enough to draw you in. This feels snappy, with cheek-
puckering acidity. Tart red-fruit flavors of plum and 
currant are woody but honest, while the wine’s ini-
tial forced oak character settles down on the finish. 
Carolina Wine Brands USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Finca Manzanos 2014 Joven (Rioja). Despite 
being a bit rough on the nose, this Tempra-

nillo-Garnacha blend offers solid berry, plum and 
cherry aromas. A bright juicy palate delivers plum, 
currant and raspberry flavors along with a touch of 
dry spice. For everyday red, one shouldn’t complain 
about this. Victus World Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Finca Valpiedra 2010 Reserva (Rioja). Given 
the lauded conditions of 2010 in Rioja, this 

wine’s herbal minty grassy nose and raw tart pulling 
palate are surprising. Savory herbal tomatoey red-
plum flavors finish minty, with lasting fresh acidity. 
MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

86 Sierra Cantabria 2014 Selección (Rioja). 
Earthy chocolaty slightly raisiny and murky 

aromas are not as fresh and popping as they could 
be. This high-acidity Tempranillo feels full and 
chewy, while herbal chocolaty red-fruit flavors are 
fiery on the finish. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Viña Palaciega 2014 Joven (Rioja). Floral 
aromas of rose hips and scents of plum and 

spiced tomato comprise the nose of this light-bod-
ied Rioja. Floral raspberry and exotic spice flavors 
finish airy juicy and light. Drink this easygoer with a 
light chill. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

83 Rodriguez Sanzo 2014 Give Me Five by Javier 
Rodriguez (Rioja). Charred chocolaty aromas 

are forceful but not convincing. This feels choppy 
and raw on one hand, but sticky and chocolaty on 
the other. Herbal stewy currant and raw-wood fla-
vors are challenging, while this tastes herbal and 
woody on the finish. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

NAVARRA

92 Finca Albret 2011 La Viña de Mi Madre Reserva 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Navarra). Composed 

cherry, cassis, tobacco and oak aromas are elegant 
and on the spot. This is alert on the palate, with 
bold acidity and moderate tannins. Lightly herbal 
plum and cherry aromas are earthy and leafy but 
not green. A rugged-feeling herbal finish suggests 
Cabernet Franc, but this is 100% Cab Sauvignon. 
Oak Barrel Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 537% Price: $40 

90 Otazu 2006 Altar (Navarra). Cool rooty aro-
mas of cola and tree bark grace the nose on 

this ripe but still not fully mature Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (with 5% Merlot). In the mouth, this is choppy 
due to sandpaper tannins. Flavors of sarsaparilla, 
pepper, and blackberry are dense and chewy, while 
the finish is bumpy and scraping due to aforemen-
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tioned hard tannins. Drink or hold through 2022. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Príncipe de Viana 2013 Edición Limitada 
(Navarra). Aromas of cherry, plum, forest 

floor and tobacco feed into a clampy palate with 
fresh acidity. Lightly spiced currant and red-plum 
flavors are limited in scope but nice, while this 
tastes herbal and feels tight and racy on the finish. 
Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

PRIORAT

96 Marco Abella 2012 El Perer Carignan (Prio-
rat). This single-vineyard Carignan is liv-

ing proof of how impressive the variety can be, 
especially when hailing from a top year like 2012. 
Schisty aromas of blackberry, chocolate and mocha 
are smooth and alluring. This feels focused, pure 
and juicy, while dense blackberry, mocha and bak-
ing spice flavors tail off with exotic notes of Mala-
bar pepper, toast and the finest black coffee. Drink 
through 2023. Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $770 

94 Ferrer Bobet 2011 Selecció Especial Vinyes 
Velles Carignan (Priorat). An opaque color 

is a fair warning of what’s to come: namely rubbery 
minerally black-fruit aromas that scream old vines. 
In the mouth, this blocky Carignan is flush and shows 
wall-to-wall saturation. Wild aromas of mountain 
herbs, blueberry and boysenberry finish sinewy and 
with spicy minerally black-fruit leftovers. Drink 
through 2023. Vintus LLC. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $105 

94 Vall Llach 2012 Idus (Priorat). Ripe black-
berry aromas are a touch malty and jammy, 

with a note of buttered pastry thrown in for good 
measure. This emphasizes the rich ripe extracted 
side of Priorat, but balance is not sacrificed. Lush 
dark toasty black-fruit flavors come with notes of 
oaky spice and bitter chocolate, while the finish is 
toasty blackened, deep and chunky. Drink through 
2023. Folio Fine Wine Partners. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

93 Clos del Portal 2014 Tros de Clos Carignan 
(Priorat). This purple-tinted Carignan is 

a concentrated number with familiar varietal and 
regional aromas of latex, graphite, schist, tire rubber 
and black fruits. In the mouth, this is chewy and full 
bodied, but not heavy. Oaky spicy blackberry and 
nutmeg flavors linger on a mildly woody, extracted 
and gritty finish. Best to give this a few more years 
so drink through 2022. Elixir Wine Group. Cellar 
Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $99 

92 Marco Abella 2011 Mas Mallola (Priorat). 
Ripe black-fruit aromas are schisty and sug-

gestive of burnt toast. An edgy fresh agile palate is a 
touch choppy, while flavors of peppery black fruits 
and desert herbs and brush finish crisp, focused and 
not too heavy. Drink through 2024. Terlato Wines 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Scala Dei 2012 Cartoixa (Priorat). Ripe heady 
aromas of black cherry, licorice and fir tree 

are lightly herbal, foresty and on the money. This 
feels tight as a box of nails, with firm tannins. Black 
plum, black cherry, blackberry and peppery flavors 
finish toasty and dark. This has a lot of life left in 
it. Drink through 2024. Aveniù Brands, Inc. Cellar 
Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

92 Vall Llach 2013 Porrera Vi de Vila (Priorat). 
This aromatic Priorat is 72% Carignan and 

the rest Garnacha. Aromas of floral bath soap, cin-
namon and cedar accent plum and berry scents. In 
the mouth, this is built like a tank. Spicy chocolaty 
black-plum and cassis flavors finish chewy and 
thick, with notes of mint and licorice. Drink through 
2021. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $65 

91 Ferrer Bobet 2013 Priorat. A bright purple tint 
announces a jumpy youthful-smelling wine 

with plum, black currant and oak aromas. This is 
Carignan, Syrah, Garnacha and Cab Sauvignon, and 
it’s full in body but also juicy and lively. Savory, 
saucy plum and berry flavors ride a wave of crisp 
acidity, while the finish feels dry and exact, with 
minty medicinal overtones. Drink this snappy wine 
through 2021. Vintus LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

89 Marco Abella 2013 Roca Roja Garnacha (Prio-
rat). Aromas of burnt wood and spice cover 

rugged gritty berry scents. This is a tight minerally 
wiry Garnacha that’s oaky on the palate. Oak-rich 
plum flavors finish with strong tannins, residual 
grit and lasting wood-based notes. Drink through 
2022. Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $255 

89 Portal del Priorat 2013 Gotes del Priorat 
(Priorat). A dark color and chunky aromas 

of black plum and animal hide set up a full tannic, 
rubbery palate. Herbal salty notes accent core plum 
and berry flavors, while this is long on the finish, 
with earthy notes and a sauvage hint of garrigue. 
Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

89 Portal del Priorat 2013 Negre De Negres (Pri-
orat). Rubber, Band-Aid and leathery red-

fruit aromas open this blend of Garnacha, Carignan 
and Syrah. In the mouth, this is blocky and collapsed. 
Roasted plum and berry flavors carry a medicinal 
note, while this is chewy and tastes lightly herbal on 
a tannic, weighty finish. Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

88 Marco Abella 2013 Loidana (Priorat). Fresh 
cherry and plum aromas are basic and easy, 

with a medicinal side note. This Garnacha-Carignan-
Cabernet blend is grabby and pulling. Plum, rasp-
berry and tomato flavors finish with a reprise of rub-
bery tannins. Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

MONTSANT

92 Portal del Montsant 2012 Brunus (Mont-
sant). Earthy plum and leather aromas 

fold in notes of prune, rubber and oak. This shows 
a firm grip, tomato-like acidity and a layer or two 
of complexity. Peppery, toasty plum, oak and spice 
flavors are integrated into a quality whole, while 
this Carignan-Garnacha blend finishes long, dry, 
peppery and elegant. Drink through 2020. J. Garcia 
Carrion SA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

91 Portal del Montsant 2011 Brunus (Montsant). 
Aromas of wild herbs, dry brush, rubber, 

oak and berry fruits come prior to a pointed pal-
ate with high acidity and choppy tannins. Flavors 
of creamy oak support racier currant and red-plum 
notes, while this Carignan-Garnacha-Syrah blend 
tastes oaky, spicy and thorough on the finish. Drink 
through 2021. J. Garcia Carrion SA. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Portal del Montsant 2014 Brunus (Mont-
sant). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 14% Price: $31 

89 Portal del Montsant 2013 Brunus (Mont-
sant). Although this Carignan-Garnacha 

blend smells gritty and not as ripe as vintages like 
2012 and 2011, it is fresh and full in feel, with grippy 
tannins. Flavors of blackened spice, plum and berry 
fruits finish full, fleshy and a touch hot. Drink 
through 2019. Cordelina Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $31 

88 Portal del Priorat 2013 Gotes del Montsant 
(Montsant). Aromas of wet cement, plum, 

blueberry and cherry come with moderate oak. This 
feels wide and grabby, with no definitive focal point. 
Spicy earthy slightly exotic berry and plum flavors 
finish with grabby tannins and juicy acidity. Elixir 
Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

JUMILLA

88 Hacienda del Carche 2015 Infiltrado (Jumilla). 
Jammy plum and raspberry aromas feed 

into a clampy but fresh and lightly oaky palate. 
Flavors of currant, herbal red berry and oak-based 
clove end with rustic, grabby tannins that are dry-
ing. This is a mix of Syrah, Monastrell and Garnacha 
Tintorera. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 
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88 Hacienda del Carche 2015 Taus Selección 
(Jumilla). Sunbaked plum and currant aro-

mas are a touch spicy. In the mouth, this blend of 
50% Monastrell, 25% Syrah and 25% Cabernet 
Sauvignon is full, tannic and mostly well balanced. 
Dense spicy plume and black-fruit plum flavors fin-
ish with rubbery grabby tannins. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

87 Bodegas San Isidro 2015 Rumor (Jumilla). 
Spiced plum aromas come with a note of 

iodine and Band-Aid, nothing that’s strange for the 
Monastrell-Syrah blends of Jumilla. An aggressive 
palate with fiery potency tastes of salty plum and 
currant. On the finish, this is high in energy, juicy 
and bold. Vinamericas Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

86 Monterebro 2015 Joven (Jumilla). Bold 
cherry and berry aromas come with a syr-

upy hint of cough drop. In terms of shape, this is 
grapy and wide bodied, with plum, blackberry and 
prune flavors. A medicinal quality to the finish nei-
ther helps nor hurts. This is 85% Monastrell and 
15% Syrah. Pacific Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

85 Casa de la Ermita 2015 Joven (Jumilla). Ripe 
roasted black-plum and berry aromas are 

wild and a touch hot. This is jumpy, angular and 
pumped to the brim with acidity. Foxy currant and 
red-plum flavors show a baking-spice element, 
while this is racy and rugged on the finish. Best for 
burgers and pizza. Aviva Vino. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

DOMINIO DE VALDEPUSA

92 Marques de Griñon 2011 Emeritus (Dominio 
de Valdepusa). Emeritus is a blend of 83% 

Cabernet Sauvignon with Petit Verdot and Syrah 
filling out the form. Dense earthy aromas of black-
berry come with a note of graphite, while the oak 
on this bruiser smells a bit cheesy. Pounding black-
berry and chocolate-cake flavors finish oaky, toasty, 
baked and incredibly ripe. Drink this massive wine 
through 2023. MundoVino–The Winebow Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

92 Marques de Griñon 2011 Single Vineyard 
Estate Bottled Graciano (Dominio de 

Valdepusa). Lush ripe aromas of earthy black fruits 
and graphite open this varietal Graciano from a 
warm vintage. Hefty and chewy in feel, this tastes 
of fudge cake, blackberry and cassis. A lasting 
stout finish offers tobacco and prune flavors. Yes, 
this is huge. But there are very few Gracianos that 
offer this kind of power, flavor and intensity. Drink 
through 2023. MundoVino–The Winebow Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

92 Marques de Griñon 2011 Summa Varietalis 
Estate Bottled (Dominio de Valdepusa). 

Dense ripe black-fruit aromas are moderately spicy. 
In the mouth, this blend of Syrah, Petit Verdot and 
Cabernet Sauvignon is stout and rugged, much like 
Griñon’s other 2011s. Flavors of ripe blackberry and 
cassis finish with chewy tannins and an overriding 
sense of ripeness. Drink through 2023. Mundo-
Vino–The Winebow Group. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

91 Marques de Griñon 2012 AAA (Dominio de 
Valdepusa). Ripe years like 2012 can pro-

duce mammoth wines in places like Dominio de 
Valdepusa in Central Spain, and this is indeed a 
huge black seriously ripe blend of Graciano, Petit 
Verdot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Raisin and prune 
aromas are in the lead, and there’s fiery oak to go 
with that. Flavors of prune, chocolate and blazing 
oak match the nose, while this ends with the thud 
of extremely ripe fruit, tons of oak and soft tannins. 
Drink through 2021. MundoVino–The Winebow 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $300 

TIERRA DE CASTILLA

84 Volver 2015 Paso a Paso Tempranillo (Vino 
de la Tierra de Castilla). Medicinal berry and 

chocolaty oak flavors come in front of a high-acid, 
tartaric palate. This everyday Tempranillo tastes of 
oak, chocolate and slightly weedy plum. Overall, it’s 
good enough to warrant a glass or two. Fine Estates 
From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

83 Eguren 2015 Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra 
de Castilla). Generic plum and berry aro-

mas are borderline volatile and include a forced 
note of chocolaty oak. This Tempranillo is abrupt 
and choppy on the palate, with flavors of candied 
plum and milk chocolate. A chocolaty oak character 
remains on a blocky finish. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

83 Eguren 2015 Selección Tempranillo (Vino de 
la Tierra de Castilla). Slightly volatile plum 

and currant aromas are pointy and suggest vinegar. 
This feels acidic, raw and bumpy, while herbal plum 
and salty currant flavors finish with tartaric sizzle 
and residual saltiness. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

82 Venta Morales 2015 Tempranillo (Vino de la 
Tierra de Castilla). Foxy candied plum and 

raspberry aromas come with a strong whiff of wet 
dog. Choppy in feel on the palate, with weedy foxy 
berry flavors, this fails to show much of an upside. 
Jorge Ordoñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $7 

80 Love 2015 Tempranillo (Vino de la Tierra de 
Castilla). There isn’t much to love about 

this weedy abrasive high-acid Tempranillo. Green 

and grassy in flavor, with a minty acidic finish, this 
is barely cutting it as a whole. Vidalco International, 
LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

OTHER RED WINES

91 Enate 2011 Merlot (Somontano). For full 
review see page 15. 

abv: 15% Price: $30 

90 Avancia 2014 Mencía (Valdeorras). For full 
review see page 18. 

abv: 14% Price: $44 

90 Enate 2011 Cabernet (Somontano). For full 
review see page 19. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Abadia Retuerta 2013 Pago Valdebellón Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla 

y León). Heavily herbal spicy leafy aromas are green 
like cool-climate Cab Franc, and then a massive 
bolt of oaky char takes over. This Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon is hard, drying and tough on the palate. Herbal 
roasted black-fruit flavors are smothered in burnt 
oak, while this is blackened but green tasting on the 
finish. Ripeness of fruit was clearly an issue in this 
cool vintage. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

SHERRY

91 Alvear NV Oloroso Ascuncion Pedro Ximénez 
(Montilla-Moriles). This dry oloroso opens 

with aromas of toffee and peanut oil, followed by a 
hint of carpet dust. A full lusty high-powered palate 
delivers lightly burnt caramel and peanut brittle fla-
vors. A long and lasting finish is driven by flavors of 
salted caramel and a distant note of chocolate. Jorge 
Ordoñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 19% Price: $32/500 ml 

90 Alvear NV Amontillado Carlos VII Pedro 
Ximénez (Montilla-Moriles). An initial blast 

of butter and sweaty cheese settles with airing, but 
this amontillado remains aggressive and demanding 
up front. In the mouth, this is correct in feel and 
balance. Saline-rich flavors of walnut, peanut and 
mushroom finish steady. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 19% Price: $32/500 ml 

89 Bodegas Yuste NV Conde de Aldama Palo 
Cortado (Jerez). This is more brown than 

burnished gold in color, while it smells of toffee, 
brandy and maple syrup. Salty caramel and peanut 
flavors finish like a peanut butter cookie bathed in 
salt. While this definitely works, it’s not registering 
as the outstanding Sherry the price and packaging 
would suggest. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 21% Price: $175 
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88 Bodegas Yuste NV Aurora Amontillado 
(Jerez). Initially, this is sharp up the nos-

trils, and after that it’s obtuse and somewhat way-
ward. Briny salty nutty flavors lead the charge, but 
beyond that it’s hard to find anything elevated or 
specific in this amontillado that finishes with con-
trolled bitterness. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 19% Price: $18 

88 Bodegas Yuste NV Aurora Oloroso (Jerez). 
Dusty aromas of maple, honey and peanut 

brittle are a touch hollow. This feels solid but inex-
act, with a touch of acidic burn to the palate. Salty 
nutty flavors are proper, while the finish continues 
along the same salty nutty path. Classical Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 17.5% Price: $18 

87 Bodegas Yuste NV Conde de Aldama Amontil-
lado (Jerez). This is beautifully bottled and 

priced for loftiness, but this reviewer finds the wine 
to be fiery, ultra acidic and just not that pleasur-
able. Cheesy aromas set up a palate with blazing 
acidity. That leads to sourness that adorns flavors of 
salt and peanuts. Despite the fancy packaging, this 
doesn’t come across as anything better than good. 
Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 21% Price: $175 

AUSTRALIA
CHARDONNAY

91 Sidewood 2015 Chardonnay (Adelaide Hills). 
this is a lovely effort and a great value from 

Sidewood in the Adelaide Hills. Grilled peaches 
provide the flesh, while a bright, citrusy note adds 
focus and length to this ripe, rich Chardonnay. 
Drink now–2020. USA Wine West. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 The Islander 2015 The White Estate Vine-
yards Chardonnay (South Australia). For 

full review see page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Yalumba 2015 Made With Organic Grapes 
Chardonnay (South Australia). This is a 

medium-bodied, richly textured Chardonnay that 
deserves a place on any table. Grilled pineapple and 
peach notes convey ripeness without excessive oak 
or weight, finishing long and plush. Drink now–
2020. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $17 

89 Yalumba 2016 The Y Series Unwooded Char-
donnay (South Australia). A solid effort 

at a bargain price makes this Chardonnay doubly 
appealing. It’s medium bodied, delivering oodles 
of pineapple-tinged fruit and finishing clean and 
refreshing. Negociants USA, Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 McWilliam’s 2014 Chardonnay (Tumbar-
umba). This wine offers impressive quality 

for the price, combining hints of toasted hazelnuts 
with white peaches and pineapple. It’s medium-
bodied and crisp, with refreshing, citrusy acids on 
the finish. Drink now–2020. Total Beverage Solu-
tion. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Morambro Creek 2014 Chardonnay (Padtha-
way). Scents of grilled peach and mango 

give this medium-bodied wine a tropical feel. It’s 
creamy and lush on the palate, then adds a mouth-
watering burst of citrus on the finish. Flavorful and 
satisfying. Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

88 Thomas Goss 2016 Chardonnay (Adelaide 
Hills). This is a plump, medium-bodied 

wine that shows restrained use of oak. The flavor 
spectrum ranges from mango through to citrus, a 
panoply of fruit that come together in a refreshing 
whole. Drink now–2020. Wine Trees. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Di Giorgio Family Wines 2014 Chardonnay 
(Coonawarra). This is a bright, edgy Char-

donnay. Smoke and roasted nuts complement 
pineapple and citrus aromas and flavors, while the 
palate is medium bodied and taut with crisp acids. 
Drink now–2020. Parkstreet. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Nugan Family Estates 2015 Third Genera-
tion Chardonnay (South Eastern Australia). 

From a warm, inland region, this is nevertheless a 
fine value. It’s rich and full-bodied without being 
over the top, offering spice-accented notes of peach, 
apricot and pineapple. Drink now. Southern Starz, 
Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Oxford Landing 2016 Chardonnay (South 
Australia). This medium-bodied Chardon-

nay offers tangerine and melon flavors, subtle leesy 
and oaky notes and a plump, succulent mouthfeel. 
Yes, it fades quickly on the finish, but this a wine 
to quaff, not age. Drink now. Negociants USA, Inc. 
Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Di Giorgio Family Wines 2013 Lucindale Char-
donnay (Limestone Coast). This medium-

bodied wine balances pineapple fruit with bright 
acids and mid-range alcohol. It’s a simple, citrusy 
quaff that finishes crisp and clean. Drink now. Park-
street. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 McWilliam’s Hanwood Estate 2015 Chardon-
nay (South Eastern Australia). This fruit-

driven, fruit-salad style of Chardonnay offers con-
siderable value and refreshment. Pear and melon 

flavors finish with hints of pineapple and ginger. 
Drink now. Total Beverage Solution. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: NA Price: $9 

86 Nugan Family Estates 2014 Third Generation 
Chardonnay (South Eastern Australia). Cin-

namon, clove and cashew notes combine with peach 
and pineapple to offer a fleshy mouthful of satisfy-
ing flavor that only lacks a bit of zest on the finish. 
Drink now. Southern Starz, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 St. Kilda 2014 Chardonnay (South Eastern 
Australia). This is the sort of Chardonnay 

that first put Australia on the radar of many Ameri-
can wine drinkers. It fits the “cheap and cheerful” 
description to a tee, offering hints of toast, medium 
body and clean, refreshing fruit flavors of pear, 
melon and pineapple. Drink now. Craft + Estate–
The Winebow Group. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Evans & Tate 2014 Butterball Chardonnay 
(Australia). Subtly spiced peaches mark the 

nose of this medium-bodied, creamy-textured wine. 
There’s a hint of bitterness on the finish that helps 
counteract the wine’s overt fruit sweetness. Drink 
now. Park Street Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Maverick 2013 Twins Chardonnay (Eden 
Valley). A subtle smoke component adds 

nuance to the aromas of peach and pineapple. The 
flavors match up precisely, adding a touch of marsh-
mallow to the mix. This is fairly full bodied, yet 
lacks a bit of depth and flesh in its midpalate and 
finishes warm. Drink now. Cannon Wines Limited. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

85 Yellow Tail 2015 Chardonnay (South Eastern 
Australia). Full-bodied and plush in texture, 

this offers plenty of apricot marmalade fruit and 
some nasturtium-blossom-like spice, making for a 
satisfying mouthful of flavor. Deutsch Family Wine 
and Spirits. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

84 Half Mile Creek 2014 Chardonnay (South 
Eastern Australia). Despite moderate alco-

hol, this is full-bodied and almost sweet-tasting. 
Hints of dairy products combine with orange and 
pineapple flavors on the thickly textured palate. Vok 
USA. —J.C. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $9 

82 Beresford 2013 Single Vineyard Chardonnay 
(McLaren Vale). Let me confess upfront: 

creamed corn was one of my favorite side dishes 
when I was a child. That said, it’s not something I 
like in my wine, and this medium-bodied Chardon-
nay shows an excess of those sweet corn and lactic 
aromas and flavors. Vok USA. —J.C. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 
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SEMILLON

92 Silkman 2015 Semillon (Hunter Valley). 
Scents of wet stone, paraffin and citrus ease 

into flavors of lemon, melon and tea on the palate. 
This is light in body and silky in feel, with a long, 
harmonious finish. Drink it now or age it up to 10 
years, maybe even longer. Hudson Wine Brokers. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $24 

90 Tyrrell’s 2016 Semillon (Hunter Valley). 
Classic Hunter Valley Sem, if maybe just a 

little fruit-forward. Like tasting light-bodied lime 
juice that finishes fresh and clean. Drink it now 
with oysters, or put some aside for up to 10 years 
for it to develop toast, honey and marmalade aged 
characters. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

MARSANNE

91 Ben Haines 2014 Warramunda Reprise Mar-
sanne (Yarra Valley). Yarra Valley isn’t 

really where you’d expect to find Marsanne, so this 
entirely barrel-fermented example is a treat. Only 
10% new oak is used, just enough to lend a subtle 
note of toasted hazelnuts to the fruit, imparting 
silky texture and added complexity to the white 
peach, fig and melon flavors on the medium-bodied 
palate. Finishes long and citrusy. Little Peacock 
Importers. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

87 Tahbilk 2015 Estate Grown and Bottled Mar-
sanne (Nagambie Lakes). Tahbilk’s Mar-

sanne is always difficult to evaluate young, as it’s 
invariably rather neutral in aroma and flavor. Sub-
tle notes of pear and marshmallow make a fleeting 
appearance before yielding to crisp, lemony finish. 
Drink now with oysters, or hold 5–10 years for 
greater weight, texture and versatility with food. 
Epic Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 Shaw and Smith 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Adelaide Hills). This winery has made a 

nice Sauvignon Blanc as far back as I can remem-
ber. The 2016 is a linear, precise example, tightly 
focused and crisp on the finish. The ample pine-
apple and grapefruit aromas and flavors are zesty 
and refreshing. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. 
—J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

89 Stable Hill 2016 The Unicorn Sauvignon 
Blanc (Adelaide Hills). Starting from the 

nose of struck flint and white grapefruit, this wine 
sets up as a cheerful refresher. Riper notes of melon 
and stone fruit creep in on the palate, adding com-

plexity without distracting from the medium body 
or silky texture, then finishing long and harmoni-
ously. Drink now. USA Wine West. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Yalumba 2016 The Y Series Sauvignon Blanc 
(South Australia). Yalumba generally offers 

fair value up and down its lineup, and this is a good 
example at the low end. Wet stone and lime aromas 
mark the nose, while the palate is pleasantly plump 
without being overly weighty. Pear and melon notes 
avoid the vegetal side of Sauvignon Blanc entirely. 
Drink now. Negociants USA, Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Hewitson 2016 Lu Lu Sauvignon Blanc (Ade-
laide Hills). Made in a deliberately mod-

erate-alcohol style, this is a medium-bodied wine 
with no bells or whistles. Leafy notes hint at fresh 
greens, while the flavors are more green fig and 
white grapefruit. Drink now for zesty refreshment. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Sidewood 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Adelaide 
Hills). This treads close to New Zealand in 

style, showing bold passion fruit and sweat char-
acters alongside grapefruit. Despite being only 
medium bodied, it’s intense and flavorful, with a 
pungent, boxwood-like note on the finish. Drink 
now. USA Wine West. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Oxford Landing 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (South 
Australia). Despite its modest alcohol level, 

this doesn’t come across as lean or undernourished. 
Instead, it delivers a fair bit of weight (is there some 
residual sugar?), green fruit flavors of apples, figs 
and limes, and a lime-zest finish. Drink now. Nego-
ciants USA, Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

90 McPherson Wine Company 2015 MWC Pinot 
Gris (Victoria). Made with enough skin con-

tact to yield a gentle coppery hue, this medium-bod-
ied wine features aromas of cantaloupe, cherry and 
citrus. Cherry fruit on the palate is accompanied by 
vaguely Pinot Noir-like notes of dried bracken and 
moss, then glides to a long, silky finish. Drink now. 
Hudson Wine Brokers. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Redbank 2015 The Long Paddock Pinot Gri-
gio (Victoria). This is a dry, relatively aus-

tere wine. It showcases aromas of wet stone and 
lemon thyme, followed by flavors of pineapple and 
lemon and a long, citrusy finish. Drink now. Nego-
ciants USA, Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Henschke 2015 Innes Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(Adelaide Hills). This wine offers an intrigu-

ing dichotomy. While the wine offers ample weight 
and a plump mouthfeel, the flavors seem under-
developed, offering hints of wet stone, underripe 
melon and stone fruit, and tart citrus. Aniseed 
sneaks in on the dusty, tactile finish. Negociants 
USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

86 Sidewood 2015 Pinot Gris (Adelaide Hills). 
Pear, melon and citrus notes mark this 

plump, medium-bodied wine. There’s a bit of cop-
per hue to the wine’s color, and while the finish is 
long, it also carries a hint of bitterness. USA Wine 
West. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Stable Hill 2016 Palamino Pinot Grigio 
(Adelaide Hills). This is a relatively simple, 

fruity quaff, filled to the brim with pears, apples and 
melons. It’s medium-bodied, with a bit of apple- or 
pear-skin texture that gives it additional interest. 
Drink now. USA Wine West. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

85 Oxford Landing 2016 Pinot Grigio (South 
Australia). Pretty decent for a 10-spot, with 

slightly floral aromas, a hint of ginger and underripe 
pear fruit. It’s medium bodied, with a dry, lightly 
textured, bitter finish. Drink now. Negociants USA, 
Inc. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

85 Yellow Tail 2015 Pinot Grigio (South East-
ern Australia). This inexpensive wine is 

relatively low in alcohol and reasonably refreshing, 
although pear, melon and pineapple flavors leave a 
slightly sweet impression on the palate. Drink now. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $8 

84 Wakefield Estate 2015 Pinot Gris (Clare Val-
ley). This is a pretty lean, ungenerous ver-

sion of Pinot Gris. Wet stone and citrus aromas 
are promising, while the medium-bodied palate 
delivers lime and underripe stone fruit. Seaview 
Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

RIESLING

93 Pewsey Vale 2011 The Contours Museum 
Reserve Riesling (Eden Valley). This release 

deserves some sort of award for consistency, year in 
and year out. The 2011 is light to medium in body 
and long, zesty and vibrant on the finish. Aromas 
and flavors of bergamot, honey (although the wine 
is completely dry) and toast are classic aged Eden 
Valley Riesling. Drink now–2030. Negociants USA, 
Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $45 

92 Henschke 2015 Julius Riesling (Eden Val-
ley). Classic Eden Valley aromas of lemon-

lime sherbet and wet stone mark the nose of this 
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medium-bodied wine. That wet stone note carries 
through on the palate to yield a slightly chalky or 
crushed-stone texture, while the citrus fruits race 
through the long finish. Drink 2020–2030. Nego-
ciants USA, Inc. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $43 

92 Kilikanoon 2015 Mort’s Reserve Riesling 
(Clare Valley). Dry Riesling of this quality is 

capable of aging up to two decades, especially under 
screw cap. this one is medium bodied and domi-
nated at the moment by ripe, citrusy fruit. It’s more 
orange than lime, yet still shows great acidity and 
length. Drink 2020–2030. Old Bridge Cellars. Cel-
lar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Pewsey Vale 2016 Individual Vineyard Selec-
tion Dry Riesling (Eden Valley). This wine’s 

aromas of lime sherbet and flower shop greens is 
textbook Eden Valley Riesling. This is a tight, cellar 
worthy wine, floral and citrusy on nose and palate, 
with medium body and a persistent finish. Drink 
now–2025. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

WHITE BLENDS

91 Cape Mentelle 2016 Sauvignon Blanc- 
Semillon (Margaret River). This is Cape Men-

telle’s biggest selling wine in the U.S., and one taste 
makes it clear why. It’s got some of the herbal and 
passion fruit notes of Sauvignon Blanc, balanced by 
the strong citrus of Semillon. It’s clean, crisp and 
long on the finish, with a lightly silky texture that 
lingers. Drink now. Moët Hennessy USA. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Tournon by Michel Chapoutier 2014 Mathilda 
(Victoria). Free of restrictive appellation 

contrôlée regulations, Chapoutier’s Australian 
team blends 85% Viognier and 15% Marsanne in 
this intense, concentrated white. Yellow plums and 
grilled pineapple notes aren’t exceeding complex, 
but offer plenty of enjoyment, finishing ripe, rich 
and long. Drink now. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 D’Arenberg 2015 The Hermit Crab Viognier-
Marsanne (McLaren Vale). This is medium 

to full in body and rounded in the mouth, with 
loads of yellow plum and ripe pineapple flavors. It’s 
not the most complex wine, but offers a satisfying 
mouthful of fruit and solid length. Drink now. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Howard Park 2016 Miamup Sauvignon Blanc-
Semillon (Margaret River). This is pungent, 

showing some sweaty, boxwood notes alongside 
lemony citrus fruit. It’s light on its feet, with mod-
erately intense lemon flavors that fade on the fin-

ish. Drink now. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Maverick 2012 Breechens Chardonnay- 
Semillon (Barossa). Australia used to make 

more blends like this, using the acids of Semillon 
to balance the ripeness of Chardonnay. In this case, 
they come together to offer toasty, honeyed notes 
backed by a strong lemony spine. It’s crisp and tart 
on the finish at first, then relaxes rapidly with air-
ing, so drink it over the next year or so. Cannon 
Wines Limited. —J.C. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Voyager Estate 2014 Sauvignon Blanc- 
Semillon (Margaret River). There’s no deny-

ing the intensity of this 60-40 blend, but could we 
dial up the ripeness just a little bit? This is tart 
almost to the point of sourness, with lemony flavors 
that last a good long time. Pair it with raw shellfish 
for best effect. Hudson Wine Brokers. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

85 D’Arenberg 2015 The Stump Jump Riesling-
Sauvignon Blanc-Marsanne (Adelaide). 

This is an interesting blend—the proportions are 
46% Riesling, 34% Sauvignon Blanc and 20% 
Marsanne. Passion fruit and white currants notes 
dominate, with hints of tomato stalk. It does taste 
slightly off dry, fading quickly on the finish. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $13 

SPARKLING WINES

91 Fox Creek NV Vixen (McLaren Vale). One of the 
best sparkling reds I’ve had in a long while, 

the current-release Vixen is 77% Shiraz, 15% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and 8% Cabernet Franc. Black 
cherries, vanilla and mint mingle easily on the nose 
an palate, with is rich but rather dry. It’s ready to 
drink now. Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Paringa 2015 Sparkling Shiraz (South Aus-
tralia). This young, fruit-driven sparkling 

red delivers the party in a bottle. Currants and black 
cherries abound, accented by touches of cigar box 
and vanilla, while the palate is ripe and creamy-
textured. Drink now. Quintessential Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Innocent Bystander 2016 Moscato Rosé (Vic-
toria). This longtime favorite seems to have 

gotten sweeter over the years, and I think it’s about 
reached its limit, as there’s just enough acidity for a 
semblance of balance. Floral notes of roses and ber-
ries burst from the glass, while the flavors feature 
juicy summer berries and a hint of chocolate. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

84 Yellow Tail 2015 Pink Bubbles (South Aus-
tralia). This budget-priced rosé sparkler is 

earthy and mushroomy, with modest berry flavors, a 
slightly creamy texture and citrus zest on the finish. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

83 Lambert 2014 The Prologue Sparkling Pinot 
Noir-Chardonnay (Barossa Valley). This is 

appropriately light to medium in body, with a tart, 
crisp finish, but also shows some slightly Sherried 
aromas and tired fruit. AUSA Pacific. —J.C. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

83 Mollydooker NV Miss Molly (McLaren Vale). 
Call me traditional, but 100% American oak 

(roughly one-third new) doesn’t quite harmonize 
with sparkling Shiraz, at least in this instance. It’s 
given a sappy, resiny, almost hoppy character that 
lingers on the palate, marrying uneasily with the 
black cherry fruit. Mollydooker International. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 

SHIRAZ

98 Torbreck 2013 The Factor Shiraz (Barossa 
Valley). Full-bodied and plush yet vibrant 

and imbued with fresh fruit, this is simply superb. 
The oak is present but never dominant, adding 
brown sugar and cinnamon elements to blueberry, 
roasted meat, espresso and black olive notes. A hint 
of peppery spice also creeps into this impossibly 
complex wine. The finish combines power, length, 
freshness and dusty tannins, suggesting that while 
impressive now, it should age well. Drink now–
2030. Wine Creek. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $125 

95 Henschke 2014 Mount Edelstone Vineyard 
Shiraz (Eden Valley). From vines planted in 

1912, this has been an icon of South Australia Shiaz 
since 1952, when it was first bottled as a single-
vineyard wine. Menthol and vanilla notes frame 
black cherries and cassis on the nose, while the pal-
ate reveals supple tannins and meaty, savory com-
plexities. The finish is softly dusty, fine and long. 
Drink now–2030. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $200 

94 Torbreck 2013 The Struie Shiraz (Barossa). 
With only 12% new oak and 28% of the 

fruit coming from the cool Eden Valley, this wine 
may hold more appeal to lovers of Old World Syrah 
than any other Torbreck bottling. Pepper, bacon fat 
and mixed berries mark the nose, while the pal-
ate is full, creamy and expansive. The long finish 
includes enough soft, dusty tannins to suggest cel-
laring through 2030 as a possibility, although it’s 
delicious now. Wine Creek. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

93 Mollydooker 2014 Velvet Glove Shiraz 
(McLaren Vale). Full-bodied, rich and 

chewy, this is a big, bold wine. Ample oak frames 
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black cherry and cassis fruit, adding hints of vanilla 
and dark chocolate to the fudge-like impression. 
Warmth suffuses the palate, but doesn’t quite 
progress to full-blown high-alcohol heat. There’s 
no doubting its impressive intensity and ripeness. 
Drink now–2025. Mollydooker International. —J.C. 
abv: 16.5% Price: $185 

93 Thorn Clarke 2014 Ron Thorn Single Vine-
yard Shiraz (Barossa). Full-bodied and rich, 

this is a traditional style of Barossa Shiraz, aged 
in American oak hogsheads. Faint menthol or dill 
notes and plenty of vanilla frame plum and mul-
berry fruit, while hints of green peppercorn and 
maple syrup add interest to the long finish. Drink 
now–2030. Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

93 Torbreck 2012 The Struie Shiraz (Barossa 
Valley). Tasted together with the 2013, 

this is everything its younger brother is, but ever-
so-slightly less intense. Complex notes of baking 
spices, pepper, bacon fat, raspberries and blueber-
ries glide across the palate, picking up a slightly 
meaty note on the long, fruit-driven finish. Drink 
now–2030. Wine Creek. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

93 Yalumba 2012 The Octavius Old Vine Shiraz 
(Barossa). Named for the special format of 

small oak barrel it’s aged in, this has soaked up the 
oak impressively. Hints of vanilla and graham crack-
ers accent mixed berry fruit, while the finish is long 
and mouthwatering. There’s ample concentration, 
yet the wine never seems heavy. Drinkable now, but 
why rush things? Drink 2020–2030. Negociants 
USA, Inc. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $120 

92 Henry’s Drive Vignerons 2013 Shiraz (Padth-
away). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Maverick 2014 Twins Shiraz (Barossa). This 
is a fine example of what Barossa Shiraz 

is capable of at a realistic price. It’s full bodied 
and richly textured, plush without being too soft. 
French oak brings a smoky, bacony element to the 
ripe blueberry fruit, plus a dusting of baking spices 
that lingers on the finish. Drink now–2025. Cannon 
Wines Limited. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Mollydooker 2014 Carnival of Love Shiraz 
(McLaren Vale). At a fraction of the cost of 

the Velvet Glove, readers can try this wine with sim-
ilar results. It’s full, rich and expansive on the pal-
ate. Warm waves of ripe berries suffuse the palate, 
tinged with Mexican chocolate, vanilla and mocha. 
Drink now–2025. Mollydooker International. —J.C. 
abv: 16.5% Price: $75 

92 Torbreck 2013 Descendant Shiraz-Viognier 
(Barossa Valley). Full bodied, creamy and 

rich, this wine will undoubtedly please Torbreck 

fans and provide another piece of ammo for critics. 
Tasted blind, I wrote, “Torbreck-like nose of lifted 
spice and stewed berries.” There’s a hint of mint as 
well. Mixed berries and brown sugar notes mingle 
easily on the palate, while a touch of dried fruit (not 
a positive) creeps in on the finish. Drink now–2025. 
Wine Creek. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $125 

92 Torbreck 2014 Woodcutter’s Shiraz (Barossa 
Valley). For an entry-level wine, this is 

excellent. The aromas and flavors feature smoky, 
stemmy, herbal goodness layered over blueberries 
and black cherries, while the palate is full and sup-
ple and the finish long, silky and elegant. The qual-
ity of this wine has me looking even more forward 
to Torbreck’s high end 2014s. Wine Creek. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 Kay Brothers 2014 Amery Vineyard Block 6 
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). This doesn’t appear 

to be the strongest recent vintage of this wine, but 
it remains a benchmark for McLaren Vale Shiraz. 
Hints of vanilla and tobacco leaf add nuance to a 
mix of berries ranging from red raspberry to black 
currant, but there’s also a hint of bruised fruit and 
a green toughness to the tannins. Give it some time 
in the cellar. Drink 2020–2030. Quintessential 
Wines. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

91 Kilikanoon 2013 Covenant Shiraz (Clare Val-
ley). Made in a savory, ageworthy style, the 

2013 Covenant features aromas of tar, espresso and 
black olive. It adds intriguing red-berry notes on the 
full-bodied palate, along with dusty tannins that 
persist through the long finish. Drink 2018–2025. 
Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Yalumba 2013 Paradox Shiraz (Barossa). 
Although sourced from the warm north-

ern end of Barossa, the intention is to make a less 
bombastic expression of Shiraz, with only 14% new 
French oak. Mulberry fruit still comes through, 
accented by hints of coffee, mint and dark choco-
late, without too much extraction or tannin. Drink 
now–2025. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

90 9 Mile Road 2013 Shiraz (Langhorne Creek). 
Don’t expect explosive fruit from this wine. 

It delivers a pungent, spicy mix of cola, roasted meat 
and black olives instead, cushioned by ample weight 
in the mouth and a broad, creamy texture. Drink 
now–2020. American Estates Wines, Inc. Best Buy. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

90 Bleasdale 2013 Bremerview Shiraz (Lang-
horne Creek). Classic hints of mint mark 

the black-cherry and cassis aromas of this wine. 
On the palate, the fruit is reasonably restrained but 
pure, barely touched by dried spices and cedar, then 

glides to a silky finish. Drink now–2020. Southern 
Starz, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

90 Jim Barry 2014 The Lodge Hill Shiraz (Clare 
Valley). This juicy, medium-bodied Shiraz 

is filled with mouthwatering cherry-berry fruit. 
Some silky tannins provide structure, but this is 
much more about the here and now than any sort 
of cellaring. The fruit persists through the finish, 
joined by hints of herbs and bacon. Drink now–
2020. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Jim Barry 2013 The McRae Wood Shiraz 
(Clare Valley). This medium-bodied shi-

raz is remarkably fresh and vibrant, deftly blend-
ing maple syrup and smoke with red berries, then 
easing into a firm, dusty finish. Drink now–2025. 
Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $52 

89 Heartland 2013 Directors’ Cut Shiraz (Lang-
horne Creek). Pretty black cherry fruit is 

overwhelmed by the wine’s other elements: mint, 
cedar, vanilla and maple syrup. In case you haven’t 
guessed by now, it’s oaky, with some drying, woody 
tannins on the finish. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

88 Byrne 2013 Reserve Shiraz (Clare Valley). 
There’s nothing wrong with this wine, 

which represents a solid first foray into the Ameri-
can market by this family-owned producer. Mint, 
vanilla and red berries mingle easily on the nose, 
while the palate offers medium to full body and a 
creamy texture. Drink now–2025. 4Front Imports, 
LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

88 Thorn Clarke 2014 Eden Trail Shiraz (Eden 
Valley). The Eden Valley is higher in eleva-

tion than the neighboring Barossa Valley, and this 
wine shows some of the crisp acids for which the 
region is known. Vanilla and cedar notes dominate 
the nose, backed by muscular red-berry fruit and 
some chunky tannins on the long, mouthwatering 
finish. For a $21 Shiraz, this shows admirable cel-
laring potential. Drink 2020–2030. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

88 Wirra Wirra 2014 Catapult Shiraz (McLaren 
Vale). This is ripe, fruit-driven Shiraz with 

ample weight and ripeness. Hints of smoke and sage 
add nuance to the blueberry and black cherry fruit, 
while coarse-grained tannins provide adequate 
structure and grip. Drink now–2022. Negociants 
USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Salomon Estate 2013 Finniss River Sea Eagle 
Vineyard Shiraz (Fleurieu Peninsula). This is 

dark and earthy, featuring notes suggestive of prune 
and dark chocolate. It’s full-bodied and creamy in 
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texture, but a bit warm on the supple finish. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

GRENACHE

95 Torbreck 2013 Les Amis Grenache (Barossa 
Valley). This rich, opulent wine carries its 

massive oak load easily, marrying vanilla and toasted 
coconut notes with ripe plum and black cherry fla-
vors. It’s full bodied and plush, with supple tannins 
supported by the wood. Give it a few years to knit 
together and drink it 2020–2030. Wine Creek. Cel-
lar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $185 

94 Cirillo 2011 Ancestor Vine 1850 Grenache 
(Barossa Valley). A remarkable effort, espe-

cially considering how difficult the 2011 vintage was 
in South Australia. Floral notes emerge on the nose, 
dressing up hints of raspberry compote, while the 
medium- to full-bodied palate delivers raspberries, 
cherries, cinnamon, clove and pepper. The tannins 
on the finish are fine and silky. Drink now–2025. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

93 Yalumba 2011 The Tri-Centenary Grenache 
(Barossa). An outstanding effort in a dif-

ficult vintage, these old vines (the oldest were 
planted in 1889) have turned out a super wine. 
Complex aromas and flavors range from smoke, 
thyme blossom and licorice to apricots and black 
cherries. this is medium to full in body, with crisp 
acids and supple tannins that impart a silky feel to 
the long finish. Drink now–2025. Negociants USA, 
Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

91 D’Arenberg 2013 The Derelict Vineyard Gre-
nache (McLaren Vale). For full review see 

page 14. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $29 

88 Yangarra Estate Vineyard 2013 Old Vine 
Grenache (McLaren Vale). Matured in used 

French barriques, this nevertheless shows touches 
of toast and cedar alongside tart, fruit notes of 
cranberry and raspberry. It’s full bodied and richly 
tannic, with crisp acids that accentuate the tannins 
on the finish. Drink 2020–2030. Majestic Imports. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

95 Penfolds 2014 Bin 707 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(South Australia). This Cabernet equivalent 

to Grange has exploded in price (I remember tast-
ing the 1996 on release when it was $25 per bot-
tle), but there’s no questioning the quality. A deep, 
intense nose of cassis, earth, menthol and cedar is 
followed by a full, rich palate that’s supple without 

being soft. Brighter notes of red fruit emerge on the 
lengthy finish, which is dominated by sweet fruit 
and creamy lactones. Drink 2020–2030, and prob-
ably well beyond. Treasury Wine Estates. Cellar 
Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $500 

93 Casella 2007 1919 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Wrattonbully). One of the plusses to having 

a cash-flow brand like Yellow Tail in the portfolio 
is that it gives the owners the opportunity to prop-
erly age their high-end wines prior to release. At 
10 years old, this has acquired a veneer of silkiness 
and elegance that enfolds the cassis and red-cur-
rant fruit. There’s no shortage of smoky, vanilla and 
brown-sugar inflected oak either. Drink now–2025. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

93 Hickinbotham 2013 Trueman Cabernet Sau-
vignon (McLaren Vale). For full review see 

page 8. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

93 Jim Barry 2010 The Benbournie Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Clare Valley). Only released in 

top vintages, this is Jim Barry’s luxury cuvée of 
Cabenet Sauvignon. It does see plenty of oak, so 
it shows impressive notes of baking spices, vanilla 
and brown sugar, but it backs those with ample dark 
fruit. It’s elegant despite its size, with a fine-grained 
tannins lingering on the finish. Drink now–2025, 
and possibly beyond. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $83 

92 Di Giorgio Family Wines 2013 Lucindale Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Limestone Coast). After 

spending 18 months in oak, this wine has emerged 
toasty and vanilla-laden. That said, there’s some 
impressive fruit underneath, medium-bodied and 
crisp, with undertones of raspberries and red cur-
rants that linger on the concentrated finish. Drink 
2020–2030. Park Street Imports. Cellar Selection. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

92 Heartland 2013 Directors’ Cut Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Langhorne Creek). Baking spices 

and vibrant cassis set up the nose of this Cabernet. 
Those same elements are apparent on the palate, 
where the wine is full-bodied and solidly built. Cin-
namon and cocoa notes add a dusty feel to the lin-
gering finish. Drink now–2025. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 15% Price: $39 

92 Langmeil 2014 Blacksmith Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Barossa). The 2014 vintage was 

slightly cooler than 2013 in the Barossa, which 
bodes well for Cabernet. This shows aromatic red 
currants, bay leaf and sage on the nose, then folds 
in hints of cinnamon and brown sugar. The oak is in 
the background, letting the fruit carry the wine, yet 
building in a rich, velvety texture. Drink now–2030. 
Negociants USA, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

92 Mollydooker 2014 Gigglepot Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (McLaren Vale). Creamy and plush may 

not be traditional Cabernet descriptors, but they’re 
what this wine delivers. Vanilla and graham cracker 
notes swaddle mixed currant fruit in this big but 
cuddly teddy bear of a wine. Drink now–2022. Mol-
lydooker International. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $49 

92 Plantagenet 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Great Southern). Great Southern is an 

underrated source for Cabernet Sauvignon, amply 
demonstrated by this wine. Expansive notes of 
cedar, brown sugar, vanilla and baking spices enrobe 
tart berries, while the wine’s firm structure carries 
through to a crisp, tannic finish. Try in 2020. Old 
Bridge Cellars. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Balnaves of Coonawarra 2012 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Coonawarra). This isn’t Coonawarra’s 

most elegant wine, but it certainly doesn’t lack for 
character or concentration. Menthol, vanilla, cedar 
and cassis deliver plenty of flavor in this chunky, 
full-bodied Cabernet. Charred, mocha-like notes 
emerge on the long, intense finish. Drink now–
2025. Select Wine Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

91 Beresford 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (McLaren 
Vale). Full bodied and lavishly oaked, this 

wine boasts gorgeous shadings of brown sugar, clove 
and cinnamon layered over cassis and red berries. 
The plush finish lingers, folding in plum and vanilla. 
Drink now–2023. Vok USA. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Cape Mentelle 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Margaret River). Classic Margaret River 

Cabernet, showing great balance between cedary 
oakiness and effusive fruitiness. Cola and plum 
notes give this a darker flavor spectrum than some 
vintages, yet the flavors remain crisp and vibrant, 
ending with soft tannins. Drink now–2025. Moët 
Hennessy USA. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $72 

91 D’Arenberg 2013 The Coppermine Road Caber-
net Sauvignon (McLaren Vale). D’Arenberg’s 

Coppermine Cabernets are often tannic and austere 
upon release, so be warned should you decide to 
open one in the next year or two. The aromas and 
flavors are classic this year, seamlessly marrying 
cassis and cedar, but finishing dry, astringent and 
firm. Drink 2020–2030+. Old Bridge Cellars. Cellar 
Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

91 D’Arenberg 2011 The Coppermine Road Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (McLaren Vale). Medium-

bodied, crisp and firmly tannic, this Cabernet still 
needs a few years to come into full bloom. Cassis, 
leather and vanilla notes merge together on the fin-
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ish, joined by dusty tannins. Cellar until 2020. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

91 Howard Park 2013 Scotsdale Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Great Southern). Dark chocolate and 

cedar merge easily on the nose of this medium- to 
full-bodied wine. Those dark, oaky elements are 
balanced by tart berries on the palate, enhanced 
by barrel char and oodles of soft tannins on the 
long finish. Drink now–2025. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

91 Jim Barry 2014 The Cover Drive Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Coonawarra). This is a terrific value 

in balanced, ready-to-drink Australian Cabernet. It 
brings several Bordeaux-ish qualities to the table—
medium body, silky tannins and aromas reminis-
cent of cigar box and Ribena—then adds varietally 
true flavors and a long finish. Drink now–2025. 
Negociants USA, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Kilikanoon 2013 Blocks Road Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Clare Valley). Parts of Clare Valley are 

ideal for Cabernet Sauvignon, illustrated by this 
reasonably priced bottling. Mint and cassis show 
remarkable purity on the nose, while the palate is 
properly restrained without being hard or austere. 
That said, there are some dusty tannins on the fin-
ish, so drink 2020–2030. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Nugan Family Estates 2013 Stomper’s Single 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Riverina). 

Despite coming from a warm, inland region, this 
shows admirable freshness. Cassis, vanilla, some 
red-fruit tones and baking spices all come together 
harmoniously on the medium-bodied palate. It’s 
restrained yet intense, with a long, silky finish. 
Drink now–2025. Southern Starz, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

91 Penfolds 2014 Bin 407 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(South Australia). This is almost confection-

ery in its fruit sweetness, layering raspberries over 
black currants in wave after wave. There’s a hint of 
mint as well, ample weight and power on the palate 
and a long, dusty, tannic finish. Drink now–2030. 
Treasury Wine Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

91 Salomon Estate 2013 Finniss River Braeside 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Fleurieu Pen-

insula). This Southern Hemisphere adventure from 
an Austrian winemaking family can turn out some 
interesting wines. In this case, it’s a medium-bod-
ied wine that’s firm yet silky in feel, marrying cassis 
and tobacco leaf with subtle, balanced oak. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Wirra Wirra 2013 Dead Ringer Cabernet Sau-
vignon (McLaren Vale). The wine emulates 

Bordeaux in more than name, being medium-bodied 
and a bit austere. It’s firm and linear in construc-
tion, blending mint and black currant flavors into 
a crisp, tightly wound Cabernet. Try after 2020. 
Negociants USA, Inc. Cellar Selection. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

90 Earthworks 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Barossa). Slightly herbal, with distinct 

thyme and rosemary notes accenting black cherries 
and cassis. There’s some vanilla, too, along with a 
an attractive, silky-but-firm texture and a long, 
softly dusty finish. Drink now–2023. Negociants 
USA, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

90 Fox Creek 2014 Three Blocks Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (McLaren Vale). This seems a bit oaky 

on the nose, where scents of baking spices and cedar 
dominate, but those elements are balanced out on 
the palate, where blackberries, plums and black 
currants comes to the fore. This is a full-bodied, 
ripe-textured wine worth a look. Drink now–2025. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Katnook Estate 2014 Founder’s Block Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Coonawarra). For full 

review see page 19. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Kilikanoon 2014 Killerman’s Run Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Clare Valley). For full review 

see page 19. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Langmeil 2014 Jackaman’s Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Barossa). Interestingly, I preferred 

this winery’s entry-level Cabernet (Blacksmith) to 
this one. The 2014 Jackaman is so supple and easy 
to drink that it lacks a bit of the Cabernet austerity 
that makes the variety so attractive with red meats. 
Vanilla, dill and cassis notes finish softly dusty. This 
is very smooth and polished in texture, maybe too 
much so for me. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $69 

90 McWilliam’s 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Hilltops). The Hilltops is a high-altitude 

(approximately 450 meters above sea level), conti-
nental region that’s often a good source for value. 
This wine is crisp, youthful and firm, with hints 
of baking spices and vanilla accenting pure cassis 
fruit. Drink 2020–2030. Total Beverage Solution. 
Best Buy. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Ringbolt 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Marga-
ret River). This Western outpost of Yalum-

ba’s empire has produced a supple Cabernet that’s 
already approachable. Cedar, mocha and vanilla 
notes wreathe the red-berry fruit, giving this a 

woody but harmonious nature. Drink now–2025. 
Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Wakefield Estate 2015 Promised Land Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (South Australia). For full 

review see page 23. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90  2013 Black Label Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Coonawarra). This is a full-bodied, rich 

and round Cabernet Sauvignon. Juicy, mouthwa-
tering cassis fruit is framed by cedar, vanilla and 
baking spices, while the finish showcases fine tan-
nins. Given the quality of this wine, it’s a shame 
that Wynns’ high-end john Riddoch Cab doesn’t get 
exported to the U.S. Treasury Wine Estates. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

89 3 Rings 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Barossa 
Valley). Despite it’s considerable size, this 

silky wine is fresh and vibrant. Black currants and 
cherries lead the way, tinged with herbal notes sug-
gestive of mint and lavender. Drink now–2020. 
Quintessential Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Elderton 2010 Ashmead Single Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Barossa). This wine 

ticks all the boxes, but just lacks the excitement and 
drama to take it to the next level. Smoke and vanilla 
notes add interest to the juicy, easy-to-drink cassis 
fruit. There’s ample but not too much weight on the 
palate. Supple tannins. Perhaps it just needs addi-
tional cellaring time to warrant the price, although 
it doesn’t come across as needing it in the structural 
sense. USA Wine West. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $108 

89 Peter Lehmann 2014 Potrait Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Barossa Valley). Solve every steak-

house wine-ordering quandary with this bottle, 
which features enough structure to stand up to rare 
beef without any excessive weight. Hints of vanilla 
and dark chocolate add depth and interest to the red 
currant fruit, while fine, dusty tannins clean up the 
finish. Drink now–2023. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

89 Thomas Goss 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(McLaren Vale). Dense and rich, this is a 

hearty dry red for near-term drinking. Black olive 
and espresso aromas give way to chocolate and dark 
berries on the palate, while the finish is velvety and 
warm. Epicurean Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

89 Wakefield Estate 2014 Jaraman Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Clare Valley-Coonawarra). Con-

centrated and ripe yet crisp and vibrant, this wine 
blends Clare Valley and Coonawarra Cabernets to 
good effect. Bay leaf, black cherry and dark choco-
late notes abound, while the texture turns slightly 
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grainy on the finish. Drink now–2025. Seaview 
Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Xanadu 2013 Exmoor Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Margaret River). This is a fine value in 

weeknight Cabernet, showing supple tannins, 
regionally distinct aromas and flavors of currants, 
sage and bay leaf, and subtle oak. Drink this fruit-
driven, silky wine through 2020. Rathbone Wine 
Group. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Bleasdale 2013 Mulberry Tree Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Langhorne Creek). Full bodied 

and warm, with soft, plush tannins, this isn’t the 
most complex or age worthy Cabernet, but it deliv-
ers plenty of immediate pleasure. Hints of vanilla 
join leafy cassis aromas, followed by bold Ribena-
like flavors. Drink now–2020. Southern Starz, Inc. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

88 Franklin Tate 2013 Alexanders Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Margaret River). This 

plush, full-bodied Cabernet comes across as slightly 
Shiraz-like, but still represents good value for $15. 
Smoky, toasty notes of charred oak frame black 
olive and cola notes, while some red fruit does peek 
through from time to time. Drink this ready-to-
drink Cabernet through 2020. Indigo Wine Group. 
—J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 One Chain 2015 The Pugilist Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Langhorne Creek). This Cabernet 

Sauvignon is already approachable. It’s full bodied 
and supple, showing a little lightening at the rim. 
Cherry, earth and herbal notes take on hints of anise 
and chocolate on the finish. Drink now–2020. Wine 
Dogs Imports LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Vinaceous 2013 Raconteur Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Margaret River). Made in a ready-

to-drink style, this is a slightly creamy-textured 
Cabernet that hits the right notes: cassis, vanilla, 
black olive and a hint of menthol. It’s a fruit-driven 
wine that lacks a bit structure, but will please most 
palates through 2020. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

87 Heartland 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lang-
horne Creek). Aromas of damp earth, cas-

sis and cigar box lead the way in this medium- to 
full-bodied wine. The flavors mirror the nose for the 
most part, but add hints of tomato and vanilla as 
well. Tannins are silky the finish. Drink now–2020. 
Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Paringa 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (South 
Australia). For full review see page 24. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

87 Tahbilk 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Nagambie 
Lakes). This is a sleek, medium-bodied Cab-

ernet from inland Victoria. Oak use is restrained, 
leaving cassis, cassis and more cassis to stand 
largely on its own. The result is a bit simple, but 
well built, finishing with firm, dusty tannins. Epic 
Wines. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

86 D’Arenberg 2013 The High Trellis Cabernet 
Sauvignon (McLaren Vale). Crisp and tightly 

wound, this is a relatively austere Cabernet with an 
astringent finish. Cassis emerges with enough air-
ing, accompanied by tart cranberries, which act to 
accentuate the drying tannins. Try after 2020. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

PINOT NOIR

90 McPherson Wine Company 2014 MWC Pinot 
Noir (Victoria). At around $20 per bottle, 

this is a solid Pinot Noir for the money. It’s medium 
in body and silky in texture, with black cherry fruit 
and subtle shadings of iris and vanilla that ling on 
the finish. Drink now–2020. Hudson Wine Brokers. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Fowles Wine 2014 Farm to Table Pinot Noir 
(Victoria). From inland Victoria, this is 

a chunky, powerful Pinot Noir that nonetheless 
shows some elegance. Black cherry and earth notes 
are joined by hints of chocolate and baking spices on 
the lengthy finish. Drink now–2020. Fowles Wine 
Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Kooyong 2014 Massale Pinot Noir (Morning-
ton Peninsula). The entry-level Pinot Noir 

from Kooyong is a blend of estate fruit. It’s medium-
bodied, silky and crisp, with plenty of sous-bois 
complexity and just enough tart cherry fruit to carry 
it through the medium-length finish. Negociants 
USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

87 Kooyong 2012 Ferrous Single Vineyard Selec-
tion Pinot Noir (Mornington Peninsula). This 

silky, medium-bodied Pinot Noir is more about 
earth and vegetables than fruit and sun. If you pre-
fer tomatoes to cherries, parsnips to plums, I sus-
pect you’ll rate it higher than I did, as it is aromatic, 
tender and long. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $86 

86 D’Arenberg 2013 The Feral Fox Pinot Noir 
(Adelaide Hills). This is muscular and 

sturdy for a Pinot Noir, with savory notes of mush-

rooms, beets and earth that add to that impression. 
While it lacks precision and elegance, it does offer 
a chunky mouthful of Pinot with ample length and 
intensity to the finish. Old Bridge Cellars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $32 

85 Fowles Wine 2012 Ladies Who Shoot Their 
Lunch Pinot Noir (Strathbogie Ranges). An 

earthy rendering of Pinot Noir, this features scents 
and flavors of clean humus, dead leaves, molasses 
and just a hint of plum. It’s medium-bodied, and 
finishes well, marked by silky tannins and ample 
length. Fowles Wine Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $35 

84 Stable Hill 2013 The Little Villager Pinot Noir 
(Adelaide Hills). Cranberries and pie cher-

ries give a crisp, almost citrusy, edge to this wine. 
The tannins are silky and there’s some appealing 
clove-like spice as well, but the acids are elevated, 
making the wine come across as tart and ungener-
ous. USA Wine West. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

84 Yering Station 2012 Village Pinot Noir (Yarra 
Valley). Entry-level Pinot Noir isn’t an easy 

ask anywhere in the world. This one is marked by 
chocolate and espresso overtones and features a 
dark, earthy core that’s medium-bodied and appro-
priately silky in texture. Rathbone Wine Group. 
—J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

83 Moorooduc 2011 Robinson Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Mornington Peninsula). What a big 

difference a year can make on the Mornington Pen-
insula, which juts daringly out into the Southern 
Ocean near Melbourne. This is lightweight and tart, 
revealing hints of decaying leaves, fruit reminiscent 
of pie cherries and virtually no tannin. Little Pea-
cock Importers. —J.C. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

RED BLENDS

96 Hickinbotham 2013 The Peake Cabernet-
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). For full review see 

page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $150 

95 Heartland 2013 One (Langhorne Creek). This 
is a throwback to those brash, flavor-exud-

ing Aussie wines of the past. Flashy, sweet-scented 
oak (think maple syrup and toasted coconut) marks 
the nose, while concentrated cassis and vanilla fla-
vors coat the palate. This is big, but gorgeously so, 
with velvety-rich tannins and a long, plush finish. 
No, there’s nothing subtle about this blend of 60% 
Cabernet and 40% Shiraz, but sometimes subtlety 
is overrated. Drink now–2030. Vintus LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $95 

94 Henschke 2013 Keyneton Euphonium 
(Barossa). It’s nice to see the quality of 
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this wine reach new heights, as it’s still relatively 
affordable within the Henschke context. The blend 
includes Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 
Cabernet Franc. The 2013 shows a slightly austere 
side, an aristocratic reserve, but the flavors are clas-
sic. Pencil shavings, mint, cassis and cigar box fin-
ish with great drive, length and dusty tannins. Drink 
2023–2035. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

94 Yalumba 2013 The Signature Cabernet Sau-
vignon-Shiraz (Barossa). A classic blend of 

Cabernet and Shiraz, this is cedary and complex 
upon opening, easily mixing cassis, plum and black-
berry with vanilla and baking spices. On the palate, 
it’s dense and concentrated yet slightly reserved, 
suggesting rather than screaming its potential. A 
long, mocha-tinged finish wraps things up, combin-
ing dusty tannins with mouthwatering acids. Drink 
2020–2030+. Negociants USA, Inc. Cellar Selec-
tion. —J.C. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

CALIFORNIA
WHITE WINES

CHARDONNAY

94 Benovia 2014 La Pommeraie Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). A rich, voluptuous 

nose gives way to crisp layers of lemon, pineapple 
and quince flavors in this barrel-kissed and full-
bodied white. The ripeness of the fruit is bright-
ened by stony minerality, allowing for a floral bite of 
apple blossom. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

94 Pellet Estate 2014 Sunchase Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). This is another 

stunner from Pellet Estate, from a high-elevation 
vineyard within the proposed Petaluma Gap appel-
lation, which is highly influenced by fog and wind. 
Wet stone notes and a crisp, lemony acidity suggest 
freshness, neither detracting from body or texture. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $68 

94 Small Vines 2014 TBH Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This wine is crisp, floral 

and pretty in every way. It’s classically structured 
and graceful, with tart apple notes and stony acid-
ity. It allows the fruit to speak softly and subtly, its 
lower ripeness detracting from niether flavor nor 
complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $72 

94 Talley 2014 Monte Sereno Chardonnay 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). This bottling from 

the family’s smallest vineyard is as special as the 
three-acre site itself, offering intriguing chive blos-
som aromas on the nose alongside key lime and 
pungent honeydew. The palate is laser-focused and 
tense with acidity and structure, showing lime pith, 

pink grapefruit zest and a chalky minerality remi-
niscent of crushed sea shell on the finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $36 

94 Talley 2014 Oliver’s Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Edna Valley). This bottling screams white 

earth, with a chalk- and riverstone-like minerality 
and clotted cream and lemon scents. That miner-
ality carries through to the palate, where a chalky 
note blends with Asian pear and marshmallow. It’s 
a study in how to present delicate flavors with piz-
zazz, which the Talley family has been known to do. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $38 

94 Talley 2014 Rosemary’s Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Arroyo Grande Valley). Sharp lime 

and pithy grapefruit notes accented by sour cream, 
chalk and limestone lead the nose of this wine from 
the pioneering Talley family. Nectarine, sea salt and 
Gravenstein apple flavors play on the palate, which 
strikes a happy balance between savory and tart, 
finishing with buttery depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

93 Alma Fria 2014 Plural Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). Clarified butter is the first flavor 

to hit the palate of this wine, with a fresh, herbal 
essence that gives it a farmhouse feel. Cucumber 
and lemony acidity follow, as well as a pronounced 
oyster shell-like mineral note. This is a light, bright 
white ready for the table or as an apéritif. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Black Cordon 2013 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This is a richly satisfying 

wine with beautiful Granny Smith apple and hon-
eyed caramel flavors. Fennel and wildflower accents 
add to its complexity, broadened by nutmeg spice. 
It’s full-bodied and balanced, delivering both ripe-
ness and structure. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Byron 2014 Bien Nacido Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Maria Valley). Seared lemon, 

hazelnut, brown butter and sandalwood with a 
graphite minerality come through on the nose of 
this complex wine from Jonathan Nagy. The palate 
offers hints of herbs and chamomile at first, then 
washes of citrusy acidity and apple notes, all held 
together with steely tension. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

93 Dunstan 2014 Durell Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). Winemaker Kenneth 

Juhasz sources fruit from the Ranch House Block 
within the larger Durell Vineyard for this wine. 
From Wente clones, it offers intensity and bracing 
acidity—a crisp, bright and stony celebration that’s 
both lovely and sublime. Its gravelly texture recalls 
rock candy and apple sprinkled with spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

93 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Dutton Ranch Walker 
Hill Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Valley). For 

full review see page 7. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Ernest & Julio Gallo 2014 Estate Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

93 Lafond 2014 Hilltop Ranch Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). Chive and onion 

skin aromas blend with hints of mint, marcona 
almond and vanilla on the nose of this bottling 
from winemaker Bruce McGuire. From one of Pierre 
Lafond’s special sites, it has a savory palate that 
recalls salted peanuts, seared lemon and popcorn 
on the finish. Lemony acidity cuts through it all. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $32 

93 Merry Edwards 2013 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 8. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 Mignanelli 2014 Nelson Family Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Cruz Mountains). From 

Mt. Eden and Wente clones grown at 1,700 feet, this 
under-$30 bottling shows key lime and pomelo pith 
freshness on the nose, backed by chalk, crushed sea 
shell and tangerine blossom aromas. There is a fine-
grained texture to the tannins on the palate, where 
bright citrus fruit meets with marcona almond 
touches. It’s simultaneously refreshing and savory. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

93 Sbragia 2014 Gamble Ranch Vineyard Char-
donnay (Napa Valley). With a touch of 

reduction from its 18-month maturation in new 
French oak, this wine is concentrated and youth-
ful, still unwinding. Tangerine and peach flavors 
contrast with the more expected bite of apple, while 
moderate acidity brings freshness to the full-bodied 
nature of this rich, rewarding white. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

93 Talley 2014 Rincon Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). Tart mandarin 

orange rind is woven into riper aromas of Anjou 
pear and honey butter on the nose of this wine. Its 
palate is Chablis-like, with lime, lemon and kum-
quat flavors, strung from a nervy, chalky spine, fin-
ishing with limestone and gravel touches. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

93 Wrath 2014 3 Clone Chardonnay (Monterey). 
Honey, white peach and vanilla cream show 

on the nose of this bottling from winemaker Sabrine 
Rodem, with a kick of hazelnut as well. The palate 
is all about restrained richness, its buttery lemon 
curd and cinnamon flavors cut by bright acidity and 
a lemon peel tang. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 
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92 Byron 2014 Nielson Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Maria Valley). Roasted macadamia, 

toasted coconut and baked apple scents lead the 
nose of this wine from Santa Barbara County’s first 
commercial vineyard. The palate is broad to start, 
with lemon curd, pear and almond flavors; but it 
centers on a flinty mineral character as it finishes. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

92 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Dutton Ranch Rued 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Valley). From 

a site composed of sandy Goldridge soil, this white 
is tremendously floral, showing off the Gewürztra-
miner-like flamboyance of the musqué clone. It’s 
equally exotic on the palate, its dense, gravelly tex-
ture offset by vibrant acidity, needing a swirl or two 
in the glass to resolve. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

92 Sonoma-Cutrer 2013 Les Pierres Estate Bot-
tled Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

92 Three Fat Guys 2014 Sangiacomo Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). The three guys 

in question are former professional football players 
who shared a love of wine, enough to launch this 
small-production project. It delivers juicy apple and 
pear in a lusciously creamy texture that shows a 
hint of stony minerality and nutmeg, the fruit com-
ing back to the fore on the powerful finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Domaine Anderson 2013 Dach Vineyard Char-
donnay (Anderson Valley). This reserved and 

classically styled wine has subtle fig and marzipan 
aromas, is dry on the palate, with a bundle of tight 
fruit and spice flavors wound up in fresh acidity 
that emerge slowly with each sip and on the finish. 
It is a serious wine and a good candidate to age until 
2018 or longer. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

91 Flowers 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Kessler-Haak 2015 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). This Chardonnay from Dan Kessler 

and Ellen Haak-Kessler is a blend of of clones 95 
and 76, featuring tangerine, pear, and chamomile 
on the nose. The palate is framed by tension and 
bright acidity, opening up to riper flavors of peach 
and melon, with a hint of sea salt. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $29 

90 Acacia 2014 Chardonnay (Carneros). For full 
review see page 18. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Alma Rosa 2015 El Jabali Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). El Jabali—the home 

vineyard of vintners Richard and Thekla Sanford—

delivers a Chardonnay loaded with fresh lemon-
grass, nectarine and Gravenstein apple scents. 
There is a pithy grip to the palate, where apple and 
Anjou pear flavors converge with lime and grape-
fruit tartness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

90 Ancient Oak Cellars 2014 Kent Ritchie Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). 

This reserve-series wine opens in honeysuckle, 
offering a wealth of floral aromas before unveiling a 
backbone of caramel oak. Starting fresh and crisp in 
acidity and citrus, it evolves in the glass to become 
richer and more unctuous in texture, with a bold-
ness of baked apple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

90 Armida 2014 Durell Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Caramel apple and hon-

eyed, biscuity notes combine, layering richness 
upon richness in this single vineyard wine. A full-
bodied, concentrated expression, its darker ele-
ments are complemented by an underlay of key lime 
that provides a respite of freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

90 Bonterra 2015 Made With Organic Grapes 
Chardonnay (Mendocino County). For full 

review see page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 David Bruce 2014 Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). This Chardonnay is striking 

in its ability to convey marshmallow roasting over 
a campfire. It’s full-bodied and lush, its rich fruit 
core of apple and pear seemingly dressed in clarified 
butter. That richness, however, doesn’t weigh down 
the palate; it finishes with refinement. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 E16 2014 Bacigalupi Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 19. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

90 Lorenzi Estate 2015 Varietal Collection Dijon 
Clone 76 Chardonnay (Temecula Valley). For 

full review see page 20. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

90 Matias Wines 2014 Chardonnay (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). This bottling from Brack 

Mountain Wine Company shows butter, sea salt 
and caramel on the nose, balanced by tangerine and 
faint jasmine aromas. The wine is elegant and easy 
to like, with Meyer lemon and prominent-but-not- 
overpowering honey butter on the palate, and a pink 
lemonade touch that carries into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

90 Parmeson 2014 Josephine Hill Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 20. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

90 Sonoma-Cutrer 2014 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 20. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $23 

89 Gainey 2014 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
This Chardonnay is one of the family-

owned winery’s workhorse bottlings, and it pulls its 
weight with finesse, showing light aromas of Pink 
Lady apple, grapefruit peel and almond on the nose. 
Lemon-lime acidity frames each sip, while grape-
fruit flavors meld with lemongrass and kaffir lime, 
finishing on riper stone fruit notes. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

89 Noble Vines 2015 446 Chardonnay (San Ber-
nabe). For full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Rancho Sisquoc 2015 Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). This is a thorough explo-

ration of Chardonnay, leading with vanilla, apple, 
buttercream and baking spice aromas. The palate 
rides lemony acidity into seared apple and nectar-
ine flavors, finishing on marzipan and a citrus tang. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Simple Life 2015 Chardonnay (California). 
For full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Grgich Hills 2014 Miljenko’s Selection Char-
donnay (Carneros). This well-structured 

wine offers flavors of preserved lemon and grilled 
pineapple, while floral nuttiness and a cheese-like 
impression give it a hint of funk. It shows some bar-
rel reduction, which blows off as it opens up. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

88 Leaping Lizard 2014 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). Just when the “critter brands” seem 

all but extinct, this Best Buy comes along. It’s a 
light-bodied wine, leading with fresh apple and pear 
aromas. Those same fruits are present on the palate, 
along with bright acidity and a lively texture. Light 
touches of vanilla and almond unfold on the finish, 
adding a touch of complexity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

88 Sbragia 2014 Home Ranch Chardonnay (Dry 
Creek Valley). A flintiness mixes with lemon 

peel in this full-bodied, oak-driven white with 
aspects of freshness that balance the more concen-
trated flavor and texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Sequoia Grove 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Val-
ley). This wine is big and classic in style, its 

intensity and caramel-like oak aromas leading into 
tarter lemon flavors and a stony freshness. Almond 
and hazelnut notes figure into the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 
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88 Talley 2014 Chardonnay (Edna Valley). This 
appellation wine offers light and easy aro-

mas of lemon peel, Gala apple and grapefruit pith. 
The palate blends riper elements of vanilla and car-
amel cream with a backbone of sliced green apple, 
set against moderate texture and acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

87 Carneros Ranch 2014 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
This is a balanced, steely white, showing 

minimal oak and simple layers of apple, pear and 
vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

87 De Tierra 2014 Vindegard Chardonnay (Mon-
terey). Meyer lemon pith and grapefruit 

scents meet with sliced pear, chalk and wet slate 
on the nose of this bottling. The palate sizzles with 
acidity and tension—almost too much so—with 
lemon peel and tart kumquat flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

87 Girasole 2015 Chardonnay (Mendocino 
County). A touch of smoke and walnut in the 

aroma make this wine stand out, while apple and 
butter flavors fill in the palate. It’s medium-bodied, 
dry and attractive in an Old World, slightly austere 
style. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

87 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). Fresh and citrus-driven 

on the nose, this bottling—comprised of 88% Los 
Alamos estate fruit and 12% from Goodchild in the 
Santa Maria Valley—offers grapefruit, lemongrass, 
and key lime on the nose. On the palate, it’s sour 
at first with pink grapefruit tones, opening up into 
riper orange and tangerine flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $17 

87 Medlock Ames 2014 Lower Slope Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). This wine shows 

power and ripeness on the palate, with an oaky nut-
tiness on the nose. Lemony pear and stony miner-
ality combine with a graham cracker creaminess, 
providing weight and length. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

87 SeaGlass 2015 Unoaked Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). For full review see page 24. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Broadside 2015 Wild Ferment Chardonnay 
(Central Coast). Light aromas of lemon peel, 

yellow pear and lemongrass make this an appeal-
ing option for pairing with Asian food of all kinds. 
The palate shows fresh lemon, lime peel and yellow 
grapefruit touches, along with a wet clay element. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 EOS 2015 Reserve Chardonnay (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Butterscotch, tangerine and hon-

eysuckle show on the nose of this bottling. There 

is a bit of textural tension to the sip, with buttery 
hazelnut and seared apple flavors. Familiar if sim-
ple. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $27 

86 Firestone 2014 Chardonnay (Santa Ynez Val-
ley). Light and fresh on the nose, this bot-

tling offers pleasant key lime pie aromas. The palate 
is more standard than flashy, with sliced pear and 
grapefruit pith flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

86 Gregory Graham 2014 Sangiacomo Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Carneros). Deep gold in color, 

this vineyard designate is oaky, with gingerbread, 
caramel and canned pineapple flavors. It’s full, unc-
tuous and creamy on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

86 Laguna 2014 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). Moderate acidity buoys a rich note 

of caramel apple in this appellation wine, which is 
moderate in both ripeness and texture. It finishes 
clean and simple. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

85 Lyric by Etude 2015 Chardonnay (Santa Bar-
bara County). Faint aromas of lemon peel, 

apple peel and Meyer lemon pith show on the nose 
of this county blend bottling. Earthy clay-like notes 
meet with tangy citrus, sliced apple and pear flesh. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

85 Robert Hall 2015 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). 
This bottling shows the sweeter side of the 

Chardonnay, offering honeydew, lemon blossom and 
pear cider notes on the nose. The acidity is power-
ful upon first taste, yielding to peach, nectarine and 
ripe apple flavors, which come across as confected 
after a couple of sips. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

85 William Hill Estate 2014 Chardonnay (North 
Coast). A heavy frosting of sweet oak aroma 

and flavor covers this otherwise soft and unassum-
ing wine. It smells like custard, tastes like pastry 
and has a butterscotch note on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $17 

84 Fetzer 2015 Sundial Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). Sugared apple aromas and semi-sweet 

Fuji apple and honeydew flavors make this wine 
simply appealing. It’s good for very casual meals or 
big crowds. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

84 Sonoma Collection 2015 District 3 Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). This is a rough, simple 

and nutty white that shows a bite of fresh pear and 
some barrel reduction. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $13 

VIOGNIER

92 Darioush 2015 Viognier (Napa Valley). This 
wine has gorgeous aromas of honeysuckle 

and anise that make it undeniably heady on the 
nose. What follows are full and creamy peach-like 
flavors, with a pleasing lushness and measured 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $43 

90 Novy 2015 Saralee’s Vineyard Viognier (Rus-
sian River Valley). This wine has a pretty 

honeysuckle aroma that invites from beginning to 
end, its silky texture met with moderate acidity 
along the way. Medium-bodied and creamy, it offers 
additional layers of white peach and almond. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

89 Jaffurs 2015 Bien Nacido Vineyard Viognier 
(Santa Barbara County). There’s an intrigu-

ing herb butter scent on the nose of this wine, its 
canteloupe and lime fruit laced with hop-like aro-
mas. On the palate, it shows impressive texture, 
while the flavors are clean and easy: Gravenstein 
apple, jasmine tea, fresh herbs and a candied pear 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $27 

88 Hawley 2015 Hawley Vineyard Estate Grown 
Viognier (Dry Creek Valley). Made from the 

producer’s organically grown grapes, this white is 
nutty and lemony, with a light-bodied, creamy and 
unctuous burst of white peach. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $34 

87 Robert Hall 2015 Viognier (Paso Robles). 
Fresh and zesty on the nose, this bottling 

offers lemongrass, lime peel and kiwi scents, with 
floral jasmine undertones. The palate delivers loads 
of zing—an almost effervescent energy and verve—
with Bosc pear, apple and honeysuckle flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

86 Mounts 2015 Estate Grown Viognier (Dry 
Creek Valley). Nutty with baked peach and 

pineapple notes, this wine is medium-bodied but 
surprisingly restrained on the palate, nearly unre-
solved. It grows more citrusy in the glass, with a 
spark of lemon zest on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

92 Grgich Hills 2015 Essence Miljenko’s Selec-
tion Estate Grown Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 

Valley). For full review see page 11. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

92 Trione 2015 River Road Ranch Sauvignon 
Blanc (Russian River Valley). Pressed and 

fermented in stainless steel vats and partially aged 
in neutral oak, this wine rewards in a vibrancy of 
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grapefruit, tangerine and peach flavors, allowing 
space for a plush texture through the long-lasting 
brightness of the fruit. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $23 

91 Beltane Ranch 2015 Estate Grown Drummond 
Block Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma Valley). A 

block-designated wine, this shows both purpose 
and focus, offering a linear expression of stony min-
erality, crisp lemon and peach. To complement that 
vibrant freshness, there is a fullness of mouthfeel 
and a nuanced gravelly texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Eric Kent 2015 Cuvée Renee Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). Nutty and lush with lay-

ers of peach, pear and lime fruit, this is a medium-
bodied and well-balanced white. It’s refreshing 
while offering both length and breadth on the pal-
ate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $31 

91 Maxville 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
This is a high-toned white driven by citrus 

and pear flavors, with a punch of oaky power and 
full-bodied richness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

90 Bliss 2015 Estate Bottled Sauvignon Blanc 
(Mendocino). For full review see page 22. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Bonterra 2015 Made With Organic Grapes 
Sauvignon Blanc (California). For full 

review see page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $14 

90 Cannonball 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 22. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $15 

90 Davis Bynum 2015 Virginia’s Block Jane’s 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 19. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Merry Edwards 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Rus-
sian River Valley). Merry Edwards, known 

best for her Pinot Noir, says this variety is a com-
parative joy. She bolsters the wine with Sauvignon 
Musqué and oak-aging to build a richly creamy and 
full expression, marked by moderate acidity. Lemon 
meringue, peach and vanilla flavors add to its vis-
cosity and sultry power. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $34 

90 Sivas-Sonoma 2015 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). For full review see page 

20. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Fetzer 2015 Echo Ridge Sauvignon Blanc 
(Lodi). For full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

88 Girard 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Val-
ley). Tropical in its pineapple and coconut 

scents, this white is creamy and lush. Neither over-
ripe nor over-oaked, its finish is marked by wild 
vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

88 Provenance Vineyards 2015 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Rutherford). A sweet succulence of white 

peach stars in this full-bodied, well-built and ripe 
wine. Plush on the palate, it rewards in a freshness 
of acidity that balances its richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

88 SeaGlass 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Bar-
bara County). For full review see page 23. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Napa Cellars 2015 Classic Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). This wine offers a full-bodied 

lushness on the palate and a mix of preserved lemon 
and dried herb flavors that veer tart against the 
riper backdrop of sweet, peach-like fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

87 Vina Robles 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Paso 
Robles). Pungent grassy notes lead the nose 

of this bottling from Vina Robles, with rounder pas-
sionfruit scents as well. The palate combines flinty 
minerality with lime zest, kumquat and herbal fla-
vors, recalling its initial grassiness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

84 Steelhead Vineyards 2015 Sauvignon Blanc 
(North Coast). An unusual blend of flavors 

fills this full-bodied wine. It has fruit cocktail aro-
mas and obvious butter and butterscotch flavors as 
if it’s trying to be a Chardonnay. The texture is rich 
and soft, and the butter keeps flowing on the finish. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

83 Jaxon Keys 2014 Estate Grown Cecil Keys 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino). This 

earthy wine has overripe fruit aromas and sweet 
apple flavors. It’s medium-bodied and soft in tex-
ture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

83 Zoetic Wines 2014 Grazioso Sauvignon Blanc 
(Russian River Valley). This wine is some-

what flat and sweetly tropical, aged for six months 
in both neutral French oak and stainless steel. With 
5% Viognier added to the blend, it lacks precision. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

87 Alma Rosa 2015 Pinot Gris (Santa Barbara 
County). This uncomplicated bottling is del-

icate and light, making for easy, pleasant sipping. 
Lime pith, nectarine and wet clay aromas show on 
the nose, while the palate offers tension and subtle 
stone fruit and citrus flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

87 Montevina 2015 Glass Falls Pinot Grigio (Cali-
fornia). Some richness and heft separate this 

wine from the pack, as it carries ripe white cherry 
and peach flavors on its soft but just-crisp-enough 
texture. Its medium to full body gives it a mouth-
filling presence. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

87 SeaGlass 2015 Pinot Grigio (Santa Barbara 
County). For full review see page 24. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Three Thieves 2015 Pinot Grigio (California). 
Light floral and green apple aromas and ripe 

apple and peach flavors make this wine tasty and 
easy to like. It’s medium-bodied and soft on the fin-
ish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

RIESLING

89 Claiborne & Churchill 2015 Riesling (Central 
Coast). Lemon zest and grapefruit aromas 

seemingly float atop the mineral-laden nose of this 
wine. It’s full of crushed limestone and soda scents 
and is dry on the palate, which is more about struc-
ture and texture than overt flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

89 De Tierra 2015 Zabala Vineyard Riesling 
(Arroyo Seco). The nose of this bottling 

from a stone-strewn vineyard in the heart of the 
appellation is very restrained, offering wet concrete, 
lime and lemon pith scents, with a touch of sweet 
chive. Pink grapefruit and petrol notes show on the 
palate, which is layered with an intriguingly sticky 
texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

86 SeaGlass 2015 Riesling (Monterey County-
Santa Barbara County). A slight efferves-

cence marks this bottling from a Trinchero brand. 
It’s fresh on the nose, with key lime, chalk and 
ripe Asian pear aromas, all hinting at sweetness. 
The palate is in fact lightly sweet but not cloying, 
offering ripe red apple, honeyed pear and jasmine 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 
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WHITE BLENDS

88 Spann Vineyards 2014 Yin-Yang Chardonnay- 
Viognier (Sonoma County). This blend of 

60% Chardonnay with 40% Viognier opens with 
buttery popcorn aromas that lead into lithe, silky 
apple and apricot flavors. Restrained in its oak use, 
just hinting at vanilla, it has a tangy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

85 EOS 2014 Reserve White (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Faint aromas of Anjou pear and Gala apple 

are shy to rise off this bottling. Baked apple and pear 
notes also come through on the palate, with a hint of 
honey and a noticeably grippy texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Jaffurs 2015 Stolpman Vineyard Roussanne 
(Santa Barbara County). This is as well-bal-

anced an interpretation of Roussanne as they come 
in California—proudly plump but not flabby. Light 
gold in color, it offers caramelized banana, custard, 
beeswax and apple blossom aromas. A backbone of 
lemony acidity runs through the palate, buttressed 
with ripe melon, mango and more tropical fruit fla-
vors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Claiborne & Churchill 2015 Dry Gewürztra-
miner (Central Coast). For full review see page 

14. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

SPARKLING WINES

93 Goat Bubbles 2014 Brut Cuvée (Santa Bar-
bara County). Regional bubbly pioneer 

Norm Yost manages to coax stunning aromas and 
unique flavors from his sparkling wines. In this 
example, the nose offers pear cider and corn laced 
with lime and apple aromas. That cider element 
comes into play on the palate as well, where mulling 
spices blend with dried ginger for a full and intrigu-
ing sip. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $42 

92 Goat Bubbles 2014 Crémant Sierra Madre 
Vineyard Pinot Blanc (Santa Maria Valley). 

Norm Yost is considered the sparkling pioneer of 
Santa Barbara County, and his bubblies continue to 
excel. This exhibits fresh lemon and lime zest notes, 
with wet cement, peach blossom and sourdough 
yeast on the nose. There is a grippy tension to the 
palate, where lemon, green apple and biscuity fla-
vors intermingle. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $40 

92 Goat Bubbles 2014 Solomon Hills Vineyard 
Rosé (Santa Maria Valley). Deep salmon in 

color, this pink sparkler from Norm Yost of Flying 

Goat offers nectarine, strawberry, mandarin zest 
and lees aromas on the nose. The palate is tangy, 
with hints of cranberry-orange juice and tangerine 
rind. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $42 

91 Fesstivity 2014 Brut Rosé (Sta. Rita Hills). For 
full review see page 15. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Sibling Bubblery 2014 Sparkling Grenache 
(Santa Barbara County). For full review see 

page 17. Editors’ Choice.
abv: 13% Price: $37 

90 Fesstivity 2014 Blanc de Blancs (Sta. Rita 
Hills). The Fess Parker team now serves 

this and other bubblies at their sparkling-dedicated 
Bubble Shack in Los Olivos. An all-Chardonnay 
bottling, Asian pear, lemon pith and wet clay are its 
primary aromas. The palate is all about minerality, 
its lime and tangerine flavors tinged with chalk, and 
crushed gravel. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

90 Fesstivity 2014 Brut Cuvée (Sta. Rita Hills). 
For full review see page 19. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

ROSÉS

91 Ousterhout 2015 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Orange-cranberry in color and 

medium in body, this wine is sourced from three 
vineyards. It shows bright cherry, raspberry and 
orange flavors, with a lift of acidity. Juicy on the fin-
ish, it refreshes and rewards in depth and complex-
ity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

88 Ruttledge & Smith 2015 Rosé of Petite Sirah 
(Napa Valley). Mellow plum notes and 

moderate acidity mark the attack of this wine. On 
the palate, it evolves into cherry, cranberry and 
black pepper flavors. Light-bodied, it has a tangy, 
tart finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

87 Villa San Juliette 2015 Reserve Rosé (Paso 
Robles). Pink grapefruit, Meyer lemon and 

watermelon candy notes show on the nose of this 
rosé. There’s a burst of vibrant energy to each sip, 
with lemon, raspberry and cherry syrup flavors. It’s 
lively and fun. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 De Tierra 2015 Rosé (Monterey). Red cherry, 
clove, cola and a touch of pepper make for 

an intriguing nose on this rosé. The palate is a touch 
viscous, lacking the expected brisk acidity, but it’s 
quite flavorful—more cherry and spice flavors with 
a hint of wild game. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

86 Pellet Estate 2015 Pellet Vineyard CabRosé 
Rosé (Napa Valley). This estate wine is 

made from free-run Cabernet Sauvignon juice and 
tastes of cranberry and dried herbs. It’s concen-
trated, full-bodied and intense. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

86 SeaGlass 2015 Rosé (Monterey County). Red 
plum and raspberry show on the nose of 

this bottling. There’s a kick of acidity to the palate 
and a subtle fruit-skin texture on the attack, with 
strawberry and light baking spice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

CALIFORNIA
RED WINES
PINOT NOIR

98 Williams Selyem 2014 Coastlands Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review 

see page 3. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $75 

97 Arista 2014 Two Birds Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Marked by both 

reduction and oak, this wine feels lifted with acid-
ity, opening in a vibrant shock of strawberry and 
Mandarin orange. Velvety layers subtle tannin carry 
a spicy finish of clove and salty sea air. A beautifully 
balanced, complete wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $90 

96 Arista 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). A best-of blend from several of the 

producer’s vineyard sites, this wine explodes in fla-
vor and complexity as though celebrating each site’s 
individual beauty and potential. Black pepper and 
crisp orange and pomegranate flavors show through 
its layered and focused texture—a savory package 
with a seemingly endless finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

96 Williams Selyem 2014 Lewis MacGregor 
Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 4. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $85 

95 Arcadian 2009 Sierra Madre Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). It’s a shame more pro-

ducers don’t hold their Pinot Noirs back longer, for 
this bottling from Joe Davis reveals so much depth 
compared to current releases. Raspberry, rose petal, 
cola and cinnamon stick show on the nose, while the 
palate offers rounded flavors of dried strawberry, 
thyme and game. It’s all intricately woven by time 
into something wonderful. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $50 

95 Arista 2014 UV Lucky Well Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). This wine 

defines luxurious texture, at once velvety, richly 
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layered and bright. From one of the warmer sites in 
a cool climate zone, it complements its fruit con-
centration with deeper sarsaparilla, vanilla, tea and 
cardamom scents, the finish delightfully playful in 
orange peel accents. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

95 Benovia 2014 Tilton Hill Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

95 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Single Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For 

full review see page 4. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $72 

95 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Angel Camp Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review 

see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

95 Kynsi 2013 Precious Stone Stone Corral Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). For full review 

see page 4. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $62 

95 Merry Edwards 2014 Flax Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Allen Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 5. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $82 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Foss Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 5. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Precious Mountain 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full 

review see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $95 

95 Williams Selyem 2014 Rochioli Riverblock 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

For full review see page 5. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $82 

94 Arcadian 2011 Clos Pepe Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Another Joe Davis wine 

that’s benefited from patience, this bottling offers 
more mature character than the same vineyard’s 
2009. Umami touches of soy, shiitake and leather 
underscore the cherry and raspberry scents on the 
nose. It has a grippy texture and a subtly presented 
range of flavors—from dried anise and Christmas 
spice to elderberry, cranberry and dried plum skin. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $65 

94 Arista 2014 Harper’s Rest Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Planted in 2006 

to heirloom clones, most of them Pommard, this is a 
concentrated, tannic wine that needs time in bottle 
to develop. For now, expect rose and raspberry, with 
a depth of black cherry compote—flavors that are 
immediately inviting and richly layered. Yet, it will 
tell more of its story down the road. Allow it to open 
now or cellar through 2029. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $90 

94 Arista 2014 Mononi Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This producer gets 

the entirety of this vineyard’s three acres of grapes, 
showing off the site in the clarity of its black tea and 
rose petal aromas. Silky in texture and light on the 
palate, it puts on a tenacious sideshow of pine and 
black pepper scents. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

94 Arista 2014 Toboni Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). From near Olivet 

Lane and Pellegrini Vineyard—some of the longest 
planted sites in the appellation—this red is densely 
packed with spicy, wild black and red fruit, with a 
soft underbelly of structure. Earthy mushroom and 
forest pine give it a savory dimension, through soft, 
silky waves of texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $68 

94 Baker & Brain 2013 Origin Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Central Coast). Plump strawberry and 

black cherry fruit provide power, but elegance is 
what carries this bottling, thanks to its well-inte-
grated rose and hibiscus aromas. Cooked raspberry 
and ripe pomegranate notes make for a rich palate, 
but floral rosewater touches complete the picture. 
This packs punch while still being approachable in 
style. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

94 Benovia 2014 La Pommeraie Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). From a vineyard along the 

Laguna Ridge near Green Valley, this wine shines 
in spicy black cherry, clove and moderate acidity. 
Full-bodied and juicy, it’s balanced and velvety-
smooth—a ripe, bold take on the variety that shows 
surprising elegance and length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Black Kite 2014 Stony Terrace Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). This is a fabulous wine, 

a notch above the three other vineyard-designated 
Pinots from Black Kite. Black tea, black cherry and 
herbal aromas blend with focused cherry, rhubarb 
and cranberry flavors in this full-bodied, complex 
wine. It’s balanced by moderate tannins, giving it 
both structure and texture, and will drink best after 
2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

94 Blue Oasis 2014 Docker Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Mendocino County). For full review see 

page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

94 Byron 2014 John Sebastiano Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). There’s a great deal of 

sagebrush on the nose of this bottling from a vine-
yard in the eastern Sta. Rita Hills, along with red 
cherry, pencil lead and sandalwood. Dark cherry 
and cranberry flavors power the palate, the fruit 
wrapped in hickory smoke. Thyme flavors carry into 
the tannic finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

94 Byron 2014 Monument Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). This best-of-barrels bottling 

is intended to impress with its weight and gravitas, 
and it succeeds despite exhibiting more restraint 
than in previous vintages. Plush red strawberry and 
plum fruit is spiced with star anise and clove on the 
nose. The palate combines a sanguine element with 
smoky oak notes. Vanilla bean and ginger snap fla-
vors extend toward the finish, which proves rather 
refreshing. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $65 

94 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse West Slope 
Single Vineyard Pinot Noir (Carneros). For 

full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Devil’s Gulch Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Marin County). For full 

review see page 6. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $68 

94 Holdredge 2014 Bucher Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 Mazie Rose Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 Rolling Thunder Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

94 Holdredge 2014 The True Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Loring Wine Company 2015 Rosella’s Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Intense baked plum and black cherry aromas meet 
with vanilla, caramel and sagebrush on the nose 
of this bottling from one of the appellation’s most 
coveted vineyards. The tangy, energetic and grippy 
palate offers crushed cranberry flavors, more black 
plum, gingerbread and exotic Indian spice on the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

94 Merry Edwards 2014 Cuvée August Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $98 
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94 Merry Edwards 2014 Klopp Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $66 

94 Mollie 2014 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This plump Pinot Noir 

uses 20% new French oak to deliver nutmeg, gin-
gerbread spice and licorice aromas. Black cherry 
and raspberry round out the nose and integrate on 
the palate, which is hearty and rich in Christmas 
spice and crushed rock notes. An excellent choice 
for anyone seeking a full-figured Pinot. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Weir Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yorkville Highlands). For full review 

see page 7. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $58 

94 Williams Selyem 2014 Williams Selyem 
Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 7. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $105 

93 Arista 2014 Longbow Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). A blend of barrels selected 

from several sites, this is a plush, easy-to-love wine. 
It’s shy on the nose at first, just hinting at wild 
strawberry and herbal aromas. Soft, with a touch 
of bitter black tea it fades into a slow finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Baileyana 2014 El Pico Pinot Noir (Edna Val-
ley). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

93 Benovia 2014 Martaella Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Earthy and dark fruit-driven, 

this is a richly rewarding, fruity wine, ripe in black-
berry, clove and cocoa. From an estate vineyard 
named for Benovia proprietor’s two mothers, Mar-
tha and Eleanor, it offers the appellation’s classic 
elements of savory clove and cola. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Black Kite 2014 Kite’s Rest Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Great fruit concentration 

and grace make this wine a winner. It feels medium-
bodied despite its high degree of ripeness, showing 
that balance is attainable with significant power. 
It has ripe, plummy aromas, fresh red cherry and 
cranberry flavors, supportive tannins and excellent 
acidity. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

93 Black Kite 2014 Redwoods’ Edge Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Well structured and 

appetizingly tannic, this full-bodied wine from a 
consistently excellent producer has opulent fruit 
flavors, mouth-filling texture and wonderful ripe-
ness. Black cherry, blackberry and a touch of cran-
berry meld with mild oak spices—a combination 

that lingers nicely on the finish. Best after 2019. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $60 

93 Byron 2014 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Fresh blackberry and boy-

senberry aromas meld with rose petal and hickory 
smoke on the warm entry of this bottling from 
Jonathan Nagy. The palate is packed with peppery 
spice, bright red cherry, thyme and root beer fla-
vors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

93 Claiborne & Churchill 2015 Greengate Ranch 
& Vineyard Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). A lush 

and expressive bottling from a brand new vineyard, 
this shows candied black cherry, Vietnamese coffee, 
baking spice and licorice on the approachable nose. 
The ripeness extends to the palate, hemmed in by 
a tannic structure that ensures long aging. Asian 
pepper, rum barrel, caramel and cherry flavors com-
plete the picture. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

93 Daniel 2014 Ferrington Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). This graceful, light-

bodied wine from a promising new brand smells of 
strawberries and cream and tastes fresh and well-
balanced. Red cherry, strawberry and clove notes 
blend with the creamy texture, leaving a soft but 
lightly tannic feel on the tongue that makes the 
wine even more appetizing and complete. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $60 

93 De Loach 2013 OFS Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Garden herb and forest floor aromas 

make a case for this wine to be considered the pro-
ducer’s “Finest Selection” (the “FS” in “OFS”). On 
the palate, wild strawberry, black cherry and berry 
are the story, while powerful spice adds intrigue to 
the velvety texture, roundness and full-bodied con-
centration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 Della 2014 Keefer Ranch Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Baked cherry, cardamom and 

cola meet a bright, citrusy undertone in this memo-
rable wine. Lively, fresh and seamless in texture, 
it provides plenty of power, depth and complexity, 
without ever feeling heavy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

93 Derby 2013 Derbyshire Vineyard San Simeon 
Pinot Noir (San Luis Obispo County). From 

one of the most ocean-adjacent vineyards in the 
state, this is a swarthy and powerful bottling, show-
ing black plum, violet, olive and coffee touches on 
the concentrated nose. There is a bracing acidity 
and upright structure to the palate, while the fla-
vors remain power-driven: stewed plum and hoisin 
sauce, with an espresso-like finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

93 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Single Vine-
yard Reserve Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-

ley). For full review see page 7. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $90 

93 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Deviate Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). As its name suggests, 

this wine deviates from the single-vineyard model, 
sourcing fruit from both Jentoft in Green Valley and 
Ehlenbach near Annapolis. The two sites get along 
famously in the blend, offering blackberry, huckle-
berry and nutmeg flavors, with integrated oak and 
tannin, and a succulence that lasts long on the fin-
ish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $72 

93 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 McDougall Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). For full 

review see page 8. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

93 Enticer 2014 Duvarita Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Barbara County). This bottling is the 

work of Jaffurs general manager David Yates, and the 
2014 shines as a great example of blending wines of 
varying degrees of ripeness. The nose shows thyme, 
olive, cranberry and fennel, with a warmer hint of 
vanilla. The palate offers intriguing mulberry and 
red plum fruit, with exotic notes ranging from sich-
uan peppercorn to preserved lemon to kalamata 
olive. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $46 

93 Kessler-Haak 2013 Four Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). This bottling’s nose is earthy and 

hearty, with rhubarb, wild berry, tea, garrigue and 
a touch of game all coming into play. It’s soft and 
creamy on the palate, with dried herb notes like 
thyme, marjoram and mint spicing up the plum-
inflected, pleasantly rustic flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $42 

93 Kessler-Haak 2013 Ohana Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). A darker take on the grape for 

the estate, this bottling shows black tea, violet, dark 
cherry, bay and a touch of tar on the nose. Deep boy-
senberry fruit pops on the palate, lifted by brighter 
notes of dill, eucalyptus and menthol. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

93 Kessler-Haak 2013 Sanctuary Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). One of the winery’s many 

estate bottlings, this offers a floral and earthy nose, 
with crushed slate, lavender and ginger accents to 
its pomegranate and mulberry aromas. It’s juicy, 
light and acid-driven, the palate replete with cin-
namon, hibiscus and grenadine flavors, followed by 
a thyme- and anise-inflected finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

93 Kessler-Haak 2013 Symphony Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). There’s compelling balance 

between the baked red cherry fruit, graphite-like 
minerality and brown spice on the nose of this bot-
tling, further enhanced by leather and earth aromas. 
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Bright raspberry meets with cooked strawberry and 
licorice flavors on the palate, where a somewhat 
frothy texture is powered by acidity atop soft yet 
somewhat structuring tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.04% Price: $42 

93 Phillips Hill 2014 Oppenlander Pinot Noir 
(Mendocino). Bold and flavorful without 

feeling overtly ripe or sweet, this wine has a lot to 
say. It’s complex and spicy, smelling of cardamom, 
nutmeg and rosemary—a possible result of its 25% 
whole-cluster fermentation. Red cherry, rhubarb 
and pomegranate flavors are bracing and fresh, 
while the texture is firm and moderately tannic. It’s 
cellarable and will be best after 2018. Cellar Selec-
tion. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $48 

93 Piro 2014 Presqu’ile Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Marc Piro broke away 

from his day job at Au Bon Climat to produce this 
first vintage of his own delicious wine. Cranberry 
and pomegranate aromas meld with sagebrush, 
thyme and peppercorn on the nose. Bright energy 
pops on the palate, showing cherry, cranberry, sage 
and bay leaf flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

93 Seal Beach 2013 Taylor Noelle Pence Ranch 
Vineyard Clone 459 Pinot Noir (Santa Bar-

bara County). For full review see page 8. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

93 Stolo 2014 Hillside Reserve Estate Pinot Noir 
(San Luis Obispo County). For full review see 

page 9. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $46 

93 Talley 2014 Rincon Vineyard Estate Bottled 
Pinot Noir (Arroyo Grande Valley). For full 

review see page 9. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $64 

93 Talley 2014 Rosemary’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Arroyo Grande Valley). The unfolding layers 

of aroma on the nose of this bottling—sesame, white 
pepper, rose and wild berry, to name a few—keep 
one coming back for more. The palate is textured 
and finishes on an uplifting note, showing rasp-
berry, dried flowers, fresh herbs and a hint of men-
thol toward the end. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

93 Wild Hogge 2012 Pinot Noir (Paso Robles). 
Sichuan pepper and sultry mulberry aromas 

meet with seaweed and iodine aromas on the nose 
of this bottling. Deep strawberry fruit melds with 
black sage, licorice, mint, and slate-like minerality 
on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

93 Williams Selyem 2014 Hirsch Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 9. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $82 

92 Alma Fria 2014 Plural Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Blue fruit character comes softly 

layered with exotic clove and cardamom scents in 
this elegantly light and vibrant wine. Given less 
time in oak than some of the producer’s single-vine-
yard wines, it’s focused and varietal, with a gravelly, 
complex finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $40 

92 Baileyana 2014 Firepeak Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $33 

92 Baileyana 2014 Halcon Rojo Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). This Christian Roguenant wine, 

which translates to “Red Falcon,” offers a plump and 
inviting nose of black plum, cherry, cinnamon,and 
gingerbread aromas, with a touch of crushed slate. 
The palate tightens up remarkably, revealing gravel 
notes and dark berry fruit, proving minerally 
throughout the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $35 

92 Benovia 2014 Cohn Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma County). For full review see page 

10. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 Black Kite 2014 River Turn Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). This wine is so ripe, rich and 

generous in flavor it’s almost jammy, but there’s no 
denying the appeal of all that fruitiness. Full body, 
velvety texture and soft acidity make it plush on the 
palate, helping the rich finish linger. Although it 
was aged in French barriques—two-thirds new—it’s 
by no means an overoaked wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

92 Black Kite 2014 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). There’s an 

intriguing mix of smokiness, tangy cranberry and 
sanguine notes on the nose of this bottling from a 
winery obsessed with the Burgundian style. The 
palate combines aromatic and woody flavors of juni-
per, pine needle, bay leaf and eucalyptus with base 
notes of baked red cherry. Fascinatingly, it’s richer 
in spice than in fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

92 Blue Oasis 2014 Costa Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Mendocino County). For full review see 

page 10. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

92 Byron 2014 Nielson Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 10. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

92 Della 2014 Terra de Promissio Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Earth and rose petal notes 

open on the nose of this vineyard designate, a sultry 
and succulent wine that will please in its fullness of 
body and texture. Hearty blue and red berry flavors 

give it juiciness on the palate, seasoned with cola 
and cinnamon. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Azaya Ranch Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Marin County). For full review 

see page 11. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

92 En Garde 2013 Pleasant Hill Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Pretty aromas of rose and 

lavender mark the entry of this full-bodied, concen-
trated wine characterized by pomegranate, cran-
berry and a lightness of cardamom. Lengthy and 
dense, it opens in the glass, its tannins softened, 
with a length of earthiness that lingers on the fin-
ish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

92 Friedeman 2014 UV Lancel Creek Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine has a lovely 

rustic component that suggests forested earth and 
leaves. Juicy and explosive in cardamom and black 
cherry flavors, it offers a full-bodied experience of 
ripeness and concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Kessler-Haak 2013 Intuition Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Lively cherry juice, hibiscus, 

wet clay and mint aromas show on the nose of this 
estate bottling. There is a bright acidity on the pal-
ate, presenting assertive raspberry and plum flavors 
along with freshly turned soil. —M.K. 
abv: 13.21% Price: $42 

92 Longoria 2014 Fe Ciega Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Deep red plum, dried rose, 

lavender and oak smoke show on the nose of this 
bottling from Rick Longoria’s estate vineyard, while 
it also offers a sanguine, feral quality. The palate 
continues the intrigue, its dried seaweed and wild 
sagebrush notes giving nuance to the tart straw-
berry and cranberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

92 m2 Wines 2014 Pinot Noir (Los Carneros). 
This Lodi-based producer shows skill in 

handling Carneros-grown fruit, putting together a 
medium-bodied, deliciously earthy wine. It’s leath-
ery in texture and exuberant in cardamom, straw-
berry and burnt orange flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

92 Matias Wines 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Dark and concentrated pome-

granate and rosebud aromas meet with juniper and 
sweet pine needle on the nose of this bottling. The 
attack is a clean and flavorful, mixing dried cran-
berry and tangy cherry with thyme, marjoram and 
peppercorn, culminating in a camphor-like finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $40 

92 Merry Edwards 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Smooth and medium-bodied, this 
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is a rounded, lovely expression of rhubarb compote 
and black tea that’s softly layered on the palate. 
Rose petals invite first before wild blueberry and 
nutmeg make their mark, supported by juicy acidity 
and a grippy length of tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

92 Merry Edwards 2014 Coopersmith Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Tight and youthful, 

this wine unwinds slowly, in full command of its 
power and intensity. Compost, wild strawberry and 
a hit of citrus give life to the generous tannin and 
oak character, while savory black tea and cocoa fla-
vors provide bite. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $66 

92 Mignanelli 2014 KW Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). From a vineyard 

surrounded by the region’s iconic estates, this study 
of Pommard and 667 clones used 60% whole clus-
ter and 20% new oak to produce black raspberry, 
alpine strawberry, chipped slate, dewy bay leaf and 
vanilla aromas. Bright cranberry and pomegranate 
juice shows on the palate, which is lifted by a pot-
pourri of eucalyptus and thyme, proving lively and 
refreshing. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

92 Screen Door Cellars 2014 Leras Family Vine-
yards Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). A 

microscopic amount of this wine was made, a sad 
reality given its lovely, creamy texture and seductive 
layerings of black raspberry, wild strawberry and 
vanilla. Full in both body and weight, it manages to 
coax the tannins to the background, where they play 
a supportive, complementary role. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Sea Smoke 2014 Southing Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Crisp boysenberry and black 

raspberry aromas meet with lthyme, oregano and 
a touch of caramelization on the nose of this Sea 
Smoke bottling. Dark cranberry fruit shows on the 
palate, lifted by anise, pepper and an array of herbs, 
all framed by a leathery texture. Drink now until 
2028. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Siduri 2014 Van Der Kamp Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Mountain). This is a well-inte-

grated and beautifully layered wine from a wild, 
high-elevation vineyard site that provides vibrant 
acidity and jolts of forested earth. Baked plum and 
Asian spice form a happy alliance of flavor and 
intensity along a carpet of velvety texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $49 

92 Square Peg 2014 SP-SL Estate Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

92 Talley 2014 East Rincon Pinot Noir (Arroyo 
Grande Valley). This bottling comes off a 

select corner of the Talley family ranch and is quite 

shy on the nose at first, reluctantly offering beet, 
cranberry, and cooked strawberry aromas, with the 
slightest touch of caramelization and loam. The fla-
vors tend toward bramble, with wild thyme, white 
pepper and oregano, starting off simple but growing 
persistent and beautiful as the wine opens. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $64 

92 Talley 2014 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). A 
rewarding wine for its price, this bottling 

from winemaker Eric Johnson weaves accessible 
butter-crusted cherry pie and vanilla aromas with 
bright, nuanced touches of hibiscus, rose petal and 
mace on the nose. The palate unfolds in layers, mul-
berry and plum fruit giving way to crushed sage and 
roasted fennel notes, each as texturally compelling 
as the last. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $34 

92 Talley 2014 Stone Corral Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Edna Valley). From a vineyard owned by 

Talley but shared in equal parts with two other win-
eries, this bottling is snappy on the nose with black 
raspberry, graphite, sweet juniper and rose hip aro-
mas. On the palate, it’s light in body and lively with 
acidic energy, offering raspberry, tart plum skin and 
sour cherry, inflected with anise spice. There is sig-
nificant length to the mouthwatering finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

92 Tangley Oaks 2014 Lot #19 Pinot Noir (Men-
docino County). Tasted blind among wines 

priced three times higher, this Pinot more than held 
its own. Vibrant, well-balanced and medium-bod-
ied, it blends generous fruit flavors, moderate tan-
nins and restrained oak spice. It’s elegant, mouth-
watering and subtle, lingering long into the finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Burt Williams’ Morn-
ing Dew Ranch Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 

For full review see page 13. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $82 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Calegari Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 13. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Eastside Road Neigh-
bors Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For 

full review see page 13. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

92 Williams Selyem 2014 Ferrington Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $65 

92 WindVane 2014 Estate Grown Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Carneros). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Alma Fria 2014 Holtermann Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). From a site near 

Annapolis, this wine shows a preponderance of dark 
grape and cherry flavor interwoven with cinnamon 
and black peppercorn. Light-bodied and ethere-
ally layered, it has touches of rustic earthiness and 
leather. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $62 

91 Alma Rosa 2014 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Richard and Thekla 

Sanford of Alma Rosa produce much lighter styles 
of Pinot Noir than many of their neighbors. In this 
bottling, that translates to bright pomegranate and 
cranberry fruit with hints of anise and rose on the 
nose. The palate offers raspberry fruit and sage-
brush spice, with a strong, grippy texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $55 

91 Ampelos 2012 Ampelos Vineyard Lambda 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Medium-bodied 

and moderate in acidity, this earthy exploration of 
clove, cardamom and strawberry-rhubarb is com-
plemented by a depth of black tea flavor. A well-
composed, structured wine, it stays bright and fresh 
on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

91 Baileyana 2014 La Entrada Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). The nose on this bottling is very 

familiar and approachable, with tons of baking 
spices like clove, star anise and vanilla alongside 
red cherries. The same red fruit upholds the palate, 
which is nuanced by eucalyptus and bay leaf as well 
as a graphite minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

91 Baker & Brain 2014 Stolo Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(San Luis Obispo County). This is a tight and 

restrained wine from an extreme coastal vineyard 
behind Cambria. On the nose, it shows touches of 
raspberry and pomegranate along with non-fruit 
notes of lavender, dried rose and cinnamon stick. 
The palate is mineral-driven, with gravel, loam and 
pencil lead accented by sagebrush, toast and cedar 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

91 Baker & Brain 2013 Escolle Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Mineral aromas of 

gravel, graphite and crushed slate show on the nose 
of this bottling, leading into baked black plum and 
oak notes. It’s a refreshing example from an appel-
lation that tends toward richer, jammy styles. The 
palate offers raspberry and dried thyme flavors, 
with a touch of eucalyptus. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $46 

91 Bench 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This 
is a steal of a wine, tart and satisfying in its 

crispness of pine needle, cranberry and pomegran-
ate flavors, and well-crafted in every way. Texturally 
integrated, it offers approachability within a com-
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plex, layered package, lingering on the finish with a 
tease of cola. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

91 Byron 2014 Julia’s Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). Baked red plum and mulberry 

flavors are doused with charred sagebrush and hick-
ory smoke aromas in this bottling from Jonathan 
Nagy. The palate also shows barbecue-like charac-
ter, which dominates the energetic raspberry fruit 
and is appealing in a fall-off-the-bone pork rib way. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

91 Byron 2014 Sierra Madre Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). This wine’s distinctive nose 

lays a foundation of underripe raspberry fruit and 
tops it with sesame, sandalwood and wild thyme 
aromas. There is significant woody character to 
the palate, including pine, oak and juniper, all set 
against bright red fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

91 Contour 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County-
Monterey County-Napa County). For full 

review see page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

91 Davis Bynum 2014 Jane’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 14. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Single Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). For full review see page 

14. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $72 

91 Dutton-Goldfield 2014 Dutton Ranch Free-
stone Hill Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). From two blocks of a vineyard above Free-
stone that’s strongly influenced by the ocean, this 
wine is marked by leathery pepper, baked cherry 
and an exotic mix of savory spice. Medium-bodied, 
it has a density that’s both plush and lush. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $72 

91 E16 2014 E16 Selection Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

91 Frank Family 2014 Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
Offering a strong opening aroma of pine resin, 

this wine feels crisp and crunchy on the palate, with 
cranberry, pomegranate and red cherry flavors. Both 
complex and varietal, it has a tannic backbone of 
power and ripeness beneath its fruit, accented with 
black tea. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Gainey 2014 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For 
full review see page 15. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Gloria Ferrer 2013 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

91 Hunt & Ryde 2014 Estate Grown Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 15. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

91 J. Wilkes 2013 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This 
is a solid Pinot Noir for just $30, with clove- 

and vanilla-laced cherry pie notes on the nose, 
evoking warm pastry crust. Deep pomegranate and 
blackberry flavors show on the palate, as does more 
baking spice, crushed slate and wet clay minerality. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 K Squared Cellars 2014 Ketcham Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Light and 

earthy, this wine glows in spicy citrus, with a 
rhubarb-and-strawberry tartness and black tea 
accents. Medium-bodied, it shows an underlying 
crispness that belies its weight and depth, the oak 
subtle yet supportive. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Kessler-Haak 2013 Synergy Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). One of Dan Kessler’s many Pinot 

bottlings, this shows tart but deep black plum skin 
aromas, with boysenberry, lavender, hibiscus and a 
touch of candied cherry. The palate shows both red 
cherry ripeness and fresh pomegranate tang, with a 
focus on floral elements of lavender and rose, pre-
sented like a bouquet on the tongue. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

91 Kobler 2014 Moore Vineyard Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Smoky cranberry and 

pomegranate feature prominently in this medium-
bodied, delicately crafted wine. It shows a hint of 
burnt orange spiked with clove. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $48 

91 Kokomo 2014 Peters Vineyard Winemaker’s 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Light in 

color yet meaty on the palate, this is a youthful, 
tightly-wound red, firm in tannin and oak. The fruit 
profile is subtle, allowing spicier characteristics of 
cardamom and clove to shine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

91 Kynsi 2013 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). This 
appellation blend is a great introduction 

to the winery’s style. It offers hibiscus, shiitake 
mushroom, cinnamon stick and sagebrush on the 
nose and is bright yet smoky on the palate, recall-
ing roasted pork, cranberry sauce and earthy, meaty 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

91 Loring Wine Company 2015 Kessler-Haak 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Stewed 

black plum and tangy black cherry fruit meet bak-
ing spice and cola on the nose of this bottling from 

Lompoc-based Brian Loring. The palate is tangy 
with black cherry and cranberry, with a touch of 
herbs and forest floor. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

91 MacRostie 2014 Wildcat Mountain Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $56 

91 Mignanelli 2014 Highlands Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). This bottling, which 

used 40% whole clusters and 20% new French oak, 
shows delicate red cherry and dark cranberry fruit, 
with gingerbread spice and hibiscus on the layered 
nose. The palate is full of tangy red plum and cran-
berry flavors, with touches of licorice, sage and 
thyme. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

91 Miner 2014 Garys’ Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Light in color, this bottling 

from a famous vineyard shows red cherry, crushed 
clove and woody herb notes on a nose that’s both 
sanguine and sharp with anise spice. The palate 
is lively and spicy, with energetic white sage and 
bright red fruit leading into a long-lasting, menthol-
laced finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

91 Phillips Hill 2015 Boontling Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). While light-bodied, gentle and 

intricate, this wine offers plenty of flavor nuances. 
Cranberry and herb tea aromas mark the nose, while 
the mouthfeel is at once soothing and tangy, with 
mulled cherry and clove aromas that slowly emerge 
and persist on the finish. It’s a treat to sip and savor. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $39 

91 Stolo 2014 Creekside Estate Pinot Noir (San 
Luis Obispo County). For full review see page 

17. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

91 William Knuttel 2013 Rued Mt. Olivet Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). One of 

Saintsbury’s veteran winemakers, Mr. Knuttel dis-
plays his love and understanding of the variety with 
this sexy, spicy single-vineyard wine. Baked cherry 
and a hint of smoke ride a soft, medium-bodied 
wave of strawberry flavor with fresh acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

91 Williams Selyem 2014 Vista Verde Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (San Benito County). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $58 

90 Alma Rosa 2014 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Tart cherry, baking spice and dried chapar-

ral show on the nose of this appellation blend from 
pioneering vintner Richard Sanford and Nick de 
Luca, making for a soft and easy entry. It’s light and 
refreshing on the palate, with a bit of tannic depth, 
offering dried cranberry, juniper and garrigue-
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inflected flavors. Lively and vibrant with herbal 
depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 Ampelos 2014 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
This is a light, graceful red that’s stemmy 

and fresh in a mix of well-integrated cranberry, 
rhubarb and cardamom flavors. An undercurrent of 
earthy truffle plays on the palate, weaving its way to 
a long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Belden Barns 2014 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Mountain). This wine is 

restrained on the nose and initially on the pal-
ate, showing a touch of reduction and tightly-held 
flavor. As it opens, it unleashes juicy dark cherry, 
berry and huckleberry notes, its core dense with 
tannin and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

90 Belden Barns 2014 Serendipity Block Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Mountain). A block-desig-

nated, 100% whole cluster-fermented wine, this 
shows a slightly carbonic mouthfeel and vibrant 
acidity. The flavors lean toward wild strawberry, 
pomegranate and cranberry, with a depth of forest 
compost lurking underneath. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

90 Bernardus 2014 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Minerality is 

the focus on the nose of this bottling, with slate and 
earthy clay notes bolstering plum skin and cinna-
mon stick aromas. Graphite-like character enwraps 
the palate, where wet earth flavors meet with black 
raspberry and garrigue. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

90 Byron 2014 Rita’s Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Winemaker Jonathan 

Nagy’s new program includes sourcing from iconic 
sites around Santa Barbara County, like this vine-
yard high above the Santa Ynez River. The wine’s 
deep mulberry aromas meet with hickory smoke 
and miso-like umami notes on the nose. Cranberry 
fruit shows on the palate, with nori and roasted 
pork accents. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $65 

90 Cambiata 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Round dark strawberry, mul-

berry and pound cake aromas show on the nose of 
this appellation blend from winemaker Eric Lau-
mann. Bright raspberry and strawberry fruits show 
on the palate, lifted by sage and bay leaf notes and 
framed by a structure of mouth-cleansing tannins. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2014 Terra de Promissio 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review 

see page 18. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

90 Cobden Wini 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Plush, lush and warmly seasoned 

in Asian spice, this wine offers length and balance, 
with a delicate layering of black cherry and cola fla-
vors. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 David Bruce 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This is a broad-shouldered, full-

bodied wine that shows true varietal character in 
its mix of earthy, spicy strawberry and cherry notes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

90 Donum 2014 Year of the Horse Ten Oaks 
Single Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 19. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $72 

90 Foretell 2013 Pinot Noir (Fort Ross-
Seaview). This big, brooding wine is ripe 

and sturdy—a study in foresty earth and truffle. 
Wild strawberry flavors ride a seamless texture with 
a voluptuous mouthfeel and moderate acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

90 Friedeman 2014 Dichotomy Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). A fairly priced varietal 

wine, this shows currant, cranberry, raisin and a 
flurry of allspice on the nose. It takes on rose petal 
and lavender aromas as it opens, making it all the 
more pleasant and memorable. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

90 Gloria Ferrer 2013 Gravel Knob Estate Pinot 
Noir (Carneros). Bright strawberry and rhu-

barb flavors are pulled taut with tension and hearty 
tannin in this estate-grown wine from Gloria Ferrer. 
Cherry liqueur and dried herb notes add dimension 
and seasoning to the robust, oaky profile. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Ideology 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This wine shows a preponder-

ance of cardamom and rose petal aromas, remain-
ing light and bright on the palate. Silky in texture, 
its fruit components tend toward crisp cherry and 
pomegranate, while the seasoning is black pepper-
inflected. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2014 J Nicole’s Vine-
yard Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 19. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

90 Kenwood 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Lula 2013 Costa Vineyard Pinot Noir (Men-
docino). Spicy, oaky and rich in flavor and 

texture, this wine tastes of vanilla, butter and ripe 
red cherries upon first sip, feels soft and easy on the 

palate. As it opens, more fruit and oaky spice flavors 
emerge, while firm tannins give it grip. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

90 Lula 2013 Pinot Noir (Mendocino). Mel-
low, suave, complex and layered, this wine 

blends oaky spice flavors with delicious ripe fruit in 
a harmonious texture. It’s medium-bodied, showing 
generous oak influence and a mouthfeel marked by 
firm tannins and acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

90 MacRostie 2014 Hellenthal Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). Earthy cherry 

and cardamom seize the palate at first, before a tang 
of pomegranate and cranberry sneaks in to provide 
freshness and minerality. Tannic in its youth, this 
medium-bodied red also offers a minty note of black 
tea. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $56 

90 MacRostie 2014 Manzana Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Green Valley). This is a big, meaty 

wine that wears its youthfulness on its sleeve, 
showing a touch of reduction and assertive oak. 
Beneath its wall of ripeness, black licorice, cherry 
and pomegranate characteristics are buoyed by a 
depth of thick tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $56 

90 Ousterhout 2014 Bucher Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). A tart orange-and-

cranberry freshness meets baked bread and bram-
bly black-cherry aromas in this vineyard designate. 
It’s a lusciously ripe wine that’s high in acidity and 
memorably fruity. The oak is marked by a tease of 
vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

90 Schug 2013 Heritage Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

90 Scott 2014 Dijon Clone Pinot Noir (Arroyo 
Seco). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Screen Door Cellars 2014 Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Made in a full-bodied 

style with a density of firm tannins, this wine offers 
a mix of ripe black cherry and black licorice notes, 
the core succulent and strong. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

90 Siduri 2014 Betty Ann Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Dusty plum flavors 

meet baked bread aromas in this tightly-wound, 
tense vineyard-designated wine. It’s marked by an 
undercurrent of pomegranate and rhubarb, the tex-
ture taking on more savory tones of forest and black 
tea as it finishes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

90 Siduri 2014 Ewald Vineyard Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). A waft of freshly baked 
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baguette unfurls on the nose of this wine, followed 
by sautéed mushroom scents, giving it earthy char-
acter. Soft and round on the palate, the fruit tends 
toward darker, lusher notes of blueberry and plum. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $49 

90 Siduri 2014 Lingenfelder Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine is bright 

and crisp in strawberry and red licorice flavors, 
with a depth of juicy plum that adds softness and 
velvety texture. Tawdry earth complements the exu-
berant fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $49 

90 Talisman 2013 Huckleberry’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). From a tiny coastal 

vineyard, this wine appears light-bodied and deli-
cate at first, building its power slowly in the glass. 
Sous bois, earthy spice and savory tea give it an 
edginess unfettered by fruit, while a healthy tannic 
structure keeps it grounded. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

90 The Decision 2014 Giusti Ranch Estate Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). A limited-pro-

duction wine made to commemorate the Supreme 
Court ruling on marriage equality, this full-bodied 
vineyard-designated wine is softly layered in bold, 
rich huckleberry pie and strawberry flavors. Juicy 
on the palate, the fruit is seasoned with clove, cola 
and a hint of earth. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

90 Two Sisters 2014 Lindsay’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see 

page 21. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

90 Williams Selyem 2014 Bucher Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 21. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $59 

90 Wrath 2014 Swan/828 Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey). A strongly herbal take on the grape, 

this clonal combo shows bay leaf, eucalyptus and 
tarry earth notes on the nose. The palate kicks 
off with a red plum tang, settling into cranberry 
-inflected fruit before pine needle-laced forest floor 
flavors emerge with herbaceous power. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

89 Folie à Deux 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Approachable in its youthful vigor 

and wealth of fruit, this medium-bodied coastal 
wine offers a complement of spicy black lico-
rice, cranberry and strawberry, finishing lean and 
focused. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

89 Hawley 2014 Oehlman Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Earthy with sub-

tle Asian spice and forest floor scents, this wine 

is medium in build and generous in tannin, still 
untangling its limbs in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

89 Julia James 2015 Pinot Noir (California).
Balance, ripe fruit and a dash of cinnamon 

make this wine easy to appreciate and fun to drink 
in light of its reasonable price. It has medium body, 
plum and red cherry notes and a hint of spicy oak. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Martin Ranch 2013 Thérèse Vineyards Griva 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Arroyo Seco). From a 

vineyard tucked into the heart of the appellation, 
this bottling is hearty but not overripe, offering 
brawny black cherry, gingersnap, clove and crushed 
graphite scents on the nose. Subtle eucalyptus fla-
vor leads the palate, crescendoing into warmer red 
cherry and baked cranberry notes, followed by lico-
rice and thyme, and culminating in a vanilla -laced 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

89 ZD 2014 Founder’s Reserve Pinot Noir (Carne-
ros). Earthy rose, plum and rhubarb mark 

the entry of this soft, seamlessly textured reserve 
wine. Medium-bodied, it skews toward savory char-
acteristics, most notably black tea. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $77 

88 Alma Fria 2013 Dona Margarita Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This wine is 

spicy in forest floor and sage. Strawberry hull and 
cranberry notes mark the light-bodied palate, with 
a tightly-woven tapestry of subtle tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $58 

88 Ancient Oak Cellars 2013 Siebert Ranch 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). From 

estate-grown Pommard clone fruit, this wine shows 
earthy forest notes against moderate acidity and 
mellow oak. Medium-bodied, it plays well on the 
palate with a balance of cranberry and clove flavors. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

88 Baker & Brain 2014 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). This appellation blend hits all the 

right Pinot points, with candied red cherry, straw-
berry and cinnamon spice. The palate blends cooked 
cranberry and sour cherry with anise and a touch of 
garrigue. A reliable sipper, especially for the price. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

88 Bernardus 2014 Sierra Mar Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Faint cran-

berry and incense aromas show on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate offers more flavors, including 
coffee, black tar, pomegranate and peppercorns. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

88 David Bruce 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). This is tart, tannic and still some-

what youthfully unresolved, showing a touch of 
reduction. It otherwise traffics in crowd-pleasing 
raspberry and cherry pie flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $32 

88 Fleur de California 2013 Pinot Noir (Carne-
ros). Herbal and weedy on the nose, this 

supple yet light-bodied wine is laced with san-
guine wisps of cranberry and pomegranate, with an 
almost carpet-like texture to the tannins. It’s vari-
etal and delicate in approach. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $19 

88 Foley 2014 Rancho Santa Rosa Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Heavy sagebrush and chap-

arral spices meet with cherry fruit and a touch of 
asphalt on the nose of this bottling. The palate is 
earthy with loam and juniper flavors, all woven into 
dark cranberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

88 Holdredge 2014 Petits Cadeaux Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Smoky oak meets a 

soft texture that showcases black cherry and berry 
in this full-bodied red. It’s boldly lush and seasoned 
in classic hints of cola. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Jim Palmer 2014 Pinot Noir (California). 
Beet juice, cinnamon, clove and turned 

earth show on the nose of this bottling from Mal-
ibu-based winemaker Jim Palmer. The palate offers 
dusty leather, raspberry fruit, dried herbs and a 
chalky texture, cut by moderate acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

88 Joseph Cellars 2014 Limited Edition Pinot 
Noir (Carneros). This is an earthy wine with 

a persistent thread of acidity that keeps it fresh and 
vibrant in the glass. Bursting with red cherry and 
pomegranate fruit, it has rich complements of com-
post and black licorice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

88 Loring Wine Company 2015 Clos Pepe Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Plum and 

grape aromas kick off this bottling from Brian Lor-
ing, accented by clove, Indian spice and crushed 
cinnamon. Stewed black plum, peppercorn, turned 
earth and broad fruit flavors combine in a some-
what muddy formation on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

88 Lyric by Etude 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa Bar-
bara County). A blend of grapes from North 

Canyon and Fiddlestix vineyards, this bottling 
shows hickory smoke, cherry pie and floral aro-
mas on the nose. The palate offers tart blackberry, 
cranberry, clove and vanilla flavors, with a smoky, 
roasted pork touch. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $25 
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88 Miner 2014 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Light in color, this 

wine is shy on the nose, yielding pleasant rose petal, 
pomegranate, cranberry and graphite aromas as it 
takes on air. The palate is bright, with a healthy 
dose of cranberry skin-like tannins to hold it all 
together. A solid Pinot for a sunny day. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

88 Noble Vines 2014 667 Pinot Noir (Monterey). 
Red cherry and dark berry meet with fresh 

turned soil, tree bark and potpourri on the nose of 
this bottling. The palate is light in body but full of 
flavor, showing juniper, oregano, wild thyme, cran-
berry and darker boysenberry touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 SeaGlass 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 
County). For full review see page 23. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 De Tierra 2012 Russell Estate Pinot Noir 
(Monterey). Mulberry, fennel and smolder-

ing campfire aromas show on the nose of this bot-
tling from a winery whose direction shows great 
potential. A gamy and sharply acidic palate offers 
dried cherry and bay leaf flavors, finishing sour. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $NA 

87 Gibbs 2014 Pinot Noir (Los Carneros). Per-
fumed, bold and brambly, this is a full-bod-

ied and fairly-priced rendition of the variety that’s 
big in cherry cola flavor, earthy mint and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

87 Gloria Ferrer 2014 José S Ferrer Selection 
Reserve Estate Pinot Noir (Carneros). Earthy 

spice and forest floor notes are kept fresh by vibrant 
acidity in this full-bodied estate wine. Black tea and 
herbal flavors dominate the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

87 Ideology 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Made in tiny quantities, this 

reserve-tier wine is smoky and robust in black 
cherry and vanilla flavors, supported by a density 
of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

87 Lander-Jenkins 2013 Pinot Noir (California). 
Ripe, almost-sweet fruit flavors dominate 

this full-bodied, soft-textured wine. It’s a richer, 
oakier style of Pinot than most but will make a lot 
of people happy with its easy-going, welcoming per-
sonality. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Meiomi 2015 Pinot Noir (Monterey County-
Sonoma County-Santa Barbara County). This 

is the brand’s first bottling under new ownership, 
and the result of this blend of Monterey, Sonoma 
and Santa Barbara county fruit is familiarly ripe—
due in part to the inclusion of 10% Merlot, 6% 

Chardonnay and 2% Syrah. Pomegranate, clove, 
vanilla and rum aromas lead into a juicy palate of 
candied red fruit, slate, anise and Earl Grey tea. It’s 
slightly sweet but easily enjoyable. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

87 Portalupi 2014 Dolinsek Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Baked bread and 

compost aromas compete with oak toastiness and 
ripe dark cherry in this wine, which veers into an 
almost liqueur-like density. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

86 Ancient Oak Cellars 2013 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Spritzy and spicy, this wine is 

ripe with black cherry and baked plum fruit and a 
strong streak of earthy forest floor. Moderate acidity 
supports the girth of the fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $31 

86 Carneros Ranch 2013 Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
This is an earthy, minty, tart and taut wine, 

worthy of its appellation. It offers light-bodied 
notions of black tea, cranberry and rhubarb. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

86 De Loach 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Earthy compost and forest vie for 

attention in this full-bodied, lush wine that’s lightly 
spiced with clove. Cranberry, strawberry and a hint 
of leather round out the experience. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

86 E16 2014 Trenton 1880 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). From the Martaella Vineyard, 

this wine shows pretty cola spice and earth, remain-
ing subtle and light in the glass. Rounded tannins 
provide a supple mouthfeel, with additional ele-
ments of toasted oak and cherry-vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

86 Frank Family 2014 Lewis Vineyard Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). Smoky oak and 

campfire scents provide an earthy entry into this 
densely tannic wine. Upfront in its youthful power, 
black fruit and assertive oak flavors muddle its vari-
etal character. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

86 Gloria Ferrer 2014 Rust Rock Vineyard 
Reserve Estate Pinot Noir (Carneros). This 

full-bodied and robust wine is marked by dense 
tannins and heavy-handed oak, suppressing its ripe, 
bold strawberry and rhubarb flavors. The acidity is 
moderate and as of yet not fully integrated. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

86 L’Oliveto 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). A blend from two sites—one in 

the Sebastopol Hills and the other in the heart of 
the appellation—this is a high-toned expression of 
earthiness over fruit, brimming in cardamom and 
mushroom scents. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $26 

86 Prophecy 2015 Pinot Noir (California). This 
wine is fruity, ripe and almost sweet, mak-

ing it approachable for new wine drinkers and a 
good option for a large party. The texture is soft, the 
mouthfeel warm and the flavors candy-like. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $14 

86 Secret Cellars 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). The nose of this bottling has all 

the basic Pinot Noir qualities: cooked red berries, 
roasted fennel and a bit of earthiness. There is tangy 
cranberry fruit on the palate as well as damp anise 
and Earl Grey tea touches. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

86 Vinum 2015 Pinot Noir (Monterey). Dried 
and cooked plum and mulberry aromoas 

meet with dried ginger and licorice on the nose of 
this bottling. That hearty fruit splashes all over the 
palate, evoking plum pudding, anise spice and more 
stewed fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

85 Armida 2014 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This wine is solidly 

built with tannin and oak, a searing earthiness dull-
ing the fruit. Tar, earth and spicy cardamom aromas 
domainate its full-bodied concentration and youth-
ful ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

85 Merriam 2013 Cuvée Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). This is a thick, syrupy-rich 

wine that traffics in candied cherry and oak flavors.
It has appeal but lacks varietal character. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

85 Steelhead Vineyards 2014 Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma County). This basic, fairly priced 

offering is bright in acidity with crisp, clean cherry 
and cola flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

85 Stephen Vincent 2013 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). Simple and thinly textured, this 

wine shows a mixture of plum and wild strawberry 
fruit against a backdrop of fresh earth. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

85 The Naked Grape NV Pinot Noir (California). 
This is a pleasant, medium-bodied wine 

with ripe fruit and spice flavors and a touch of tan-
nin providing firmness. What it lacks in varietal 
personality it makes up in value. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18/3 L 

84 Cosa Obra 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). 
Feral in rustic compost and funk, this wine 

is flat and green in tone, with dried herb and sage 
notes forming the core of the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $29 
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TEMPRANILLO

93 Six Sigma Ranch 2012 Christian’s Reserve 
Tempranillo (Lake County). Rustic but fasci-

nating earthy and herbaceous aromas join rich dark 
fruit flavors in this voluptuous wine that’s delicious 
now but best after 2020. It has full body, dense but 
melted tannins, and an array of spice, mineral and 
tobacco nuances that build with each sip and linger 
on the finish. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

92 Six Sigma Ranch 2013 Christian’s Reserve 
Tempranillo (Lake County). Beautifully 

structured for aging, this wine is deep and dark in 
color, with rosemary and tobacco aromas and ripe 
black cherry, black olive and cranberry flavors. Firm 
tannins and good fruit acidity make it feel tangy 
and bright, while retaining all that flavor. Best after 
2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

91 Straight Line 2013 Tempranillo (California). 
This wine has rich blueberry aromas, a softly 

tannic texture and and black currant flavors that 
open more with each sip. Concentrated and full in 
body, it’s a luxurious-feeling and abundantly fla-
vored wine that lingers long on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $29 

86 Phillips Hill 2013 Tempranillo (Lake County). 
Powerful tannins and a firm, dry mouthfeel 

suggest long aging may be needed for this wine to 
drink well. It has a hearty dose of ripe cherry and 
tart cranberry fruit, held tightly in check by its 
structure. Try after 2020. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

ZINFANDEL

93 Three 2014 Bigelow Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). For full review see page 9. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $34 

92 Three 2014 Mazzoni-Live Oak Zinfandel 
(Contra Costa County). Harvested late but 

not sweet, this decadently rich and fruity wine pairs 
well with cheese or an equally opulent dish such as 
osso bucco or red wine risotto. It has grapey, jammy 
aromas and late-picked flavors like fig, plum and 
black raisin that glide along the palate. The alcohol 
is high, tempered by a velvety texture and moderate 
tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $34 

91 Bonterra 2014 Made With Organic Grapes Zin-
fandel (Mendocino County). For full review 

see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $16 

91 Lula 2014 Mariah Vineyard Zinfandel (Men-
docino County). This substantial dry wine 

made from dry-farmed vines planted in 1980 has 
tempting jammy aromas and ripe and satisfying 
fruit flavors matched by a solid backing of fine-
grained tannins and acidity. It has the appetizing 
bite and firm texture that will make it mouthwater-
ing at dinner. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Seven Deadly Zins 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Lodi). For full review see page 17. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 15% Price: $16 

91 Three 2014 Old Vines Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). Opulent and ripe, this full-bodied 

wine has great fruit concentration, a rich texture 
supported by firm tannins and a lingering, plummy 
finish. Oak plays a minimal role through all its 
blackberry and black plum flavors, but spicy clove 
and cedar accents emerge and persist through the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $22 

90 Andis 2013 Estate Zinfandel (Amador 
County). Full of berry and spice aromas, 

this wine is full-bodied, dry, and grippingly tannic 
in texture, offering ripe blackberry and raspberry 
flavors that match its big structure. Gutsy and con-
centrated, it’s made from estate-grown fruit. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

90 Brutocao 2012 Bliss Vineyard Estate Bottled 
Zinfandel (Mendocino). For full review see 

page 18. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Andis 2014 Toy Vineyard Primitivo (Amador 
County). This wine is fresh and fruity, full 

of raspberry and strawberry jam flavors that taste 
like they’re straight from the crusher. Despite its 
full body, it’s not a monster of a wine, feeling rather 
balanced, dry and well filled-out by flavor. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

89 Andis 2013 Zinfandel (Amador County). This 
wine has a unique, earthy fig aroma and fla-

vor, full body and a broad, mouth-filling texture. Its 
slight rustic character is interesting to explore and 
doesn’t overwhelm the palate. An enjoyable and 
different expression that’s also reasonably priced. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

89 Brazin 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). For 
full review see page 21. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Neyers 2015 Vista Luna Zinfandel (Borden 
Ranch). Ripe fruit flavors and chocolate 

accents give opulent character to this full-bodied 
wine. The flavors are suggestive of late-picked 
grapes, raisins and ripe figs, while the texture is 
easy and almost soft, with no tannic bite. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $26 

88 Amador Cellars 2013 Estate Family Reserve 
Zinfandel (Shenandoah Valley). A blanket 

of sweet-seeming, oaky, baking-spice flavors wraps 
around ripe fruit in this medium-bodied, supple 
and relaxed wine. It will be a lot of fun for people 
who like the full-on new-oak style. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

87 Jelly Jar 2014 Zinfandel (Lake County). Dra-
matic oaky aromas and flavors, like nutmeg, 

butter and vanilla, create an attention-grabbing 
profile in this full-bodied, moderately tannic wine. 
It has solid fruit as well, but that character plays 
second fiddle. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

85 Predator 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Smoky, charred aromas and roasted flavors 

give this full-bodied wine a big, rowdy personality, 
nearly outshining the fruit flavors. That heavy toast 
an oak-derived attribute that tends to polarize wine 
drinkers, but those who love it will appreciate this 
wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

SYRAH

96 Epoch Estate Wines 2013 Block B Paderewski 
Vineyard Syrah (Paso Robles). For full 

review see page 3. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $90 

96 Stolo 2014 Estate Syrah (San Luis Obispo 
County). For full review see page 4. Editors’ 

Choice.
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

95 Ramey 2013 Rodgers Creek Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). A perennial standout, this 

Syrah is cofermented with 10% Viognier, all fruit 
sourced from a site on the western edge of Sonoma 
Mountain in the cool confines of the Petaluma Gap. 
Beautiful and bold, it imparts a focused line of 
blackberry and lavender flavors over a lush back-
drop of sizzling acidity and smoked meat scents. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Covenant 2014 Landsman Syrah (Bennett 
Valley). A bold and brawny wine from a 

relatively cool appellation, this red satisfies with its 
commingling of violet, meat and leathery black pep-
per aromas. Despite its brambly depth and concen-
tration, it allows for a satisfying twist of freshness 
on the finish. Kosher. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 La Voix 2014 So What Rancho San Ysidro 
Syrah (Ballard Canyon). Steve Clifton’s 

music-inspired project heads to the Syrah-focused 
appellation of Ballard Canyon to produce this well-
hewn bottling that kicks off with boysenberry, 
hibiscus, rose bud and white pepper aromas. Tart 
elderberry jam flavors meld with wild thyme and 
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savory pepper spice on the complex palate, which 
culminates in a mouthwatering finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Ramey 2013 Cole Creek Vineyard Syrah (Rus-
sian River Valley). Very little of this wine 

exists, sadly, given its gorgeous mix of mint, dried 
herb and feral, meaty notes. Despite its rustic flir-
tatiousness, it allows for floral aromas to accent the 
expansive palate, revealing hints of white pepper, 
citrus and smoked meat. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Seal Beach 2011 Natalie Grace Harrison 
Clarke Vineyard Syrah (Ballard Canyon). For 

full review see page 8. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

92 Baker Lane 2012 Estate Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). Floral with a touch of 

leather and black licorice, this light-bodied, cool-
climate wine shows damson plum, fig and a san-
guine, prosciutto-like character. White pepper 
notes garnish the palate, which is tense with min-
erality. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

92 Belden Barns 2013 Estate Grown Syrah 
(Sonoma Mountain). A wine to remember 

for its spicy pepper scents and vibrantly fresh acid-
ity, this is complex and layered, moderate in acidity 
yet amply juicy in blackberry and blueberry fruit. 
Hints of spice, sage and lavender linger impressively 
on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $42 

92 Bianchi 2013 Signature Selection Syrah (Paso 
Robles). Caramelized black plum, teriyaki, 

pepper and graphite scents combine for a rich, 
nuanced and inviting nose on this bottling. There is 
beefy depth to the palate, suggesting roasted meat, 
hoisin sauce, plum, dried herbs and peppercorn, all 
unfolding in layers. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $18 

92 Coda 2014 Thompson Vineyard Syrah (Santa 
Barbara County). Winemaker Spencer Daley 

taps a long respected vineyard to craft a solid Syrah 
that shows lavender, boysenberry, white pepper 
and dried fennel on the nose. There is a tarry qual-
ity to the palate, with black peppercorn, violet and 
charred beef notes accenting the underlying elder-
berry fruit. A solid structure ensures ageability. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

92 Kenwood 2014 Jack London Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Mountain). A full, rounded wine, 

this vineyard designate exudes a richness of juicy 
black cherry with savory pepper and meat aromas. 
The robust tannic structure contributes additional 
girth and depth, accentuating the darker, more 
brooding elements of the whole. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

92 kukkula 2014 Noir Syrah (Adelaida District). 
This Syrah, which blends 11% Counoise, is 

all about darkness, offering baking spice, blueberry, 
roast lamb, thyme, and espresso notes on the nose. 
It hits the palate with creamy power, its acidic back-
bone bolstering the pleasing tannic softness, and 
shows dark berry, milk chocolate, charred beef, and 
crushed peppercorn flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

92 Ramey 2014 Syrah (Sonoma Coast). From a 
range of vineyards including Cole and Rodg-

ers Creek, this blend is thick and soft, highlighted 
in charcuterie, black licorice and tar aromas. Birch 
and leather add more savory personality, as the nose 
continues to suggest the aromatic landscape of an 
Italian deli. It’s cofermented with a small percent-
age of Viognier. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Ron Rubin 2013 Cool Climate Syrah (Green 
Valley). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

92 Terra Valentine 2013 Syrah (Spring Moun-
tain). This robust wine impresses with its 

white pepper, leathery meat and bright blue fruit. 
Full-powered, the oak is subtle and supportive and 
the tannins soft and unobtrusive. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

91 Alexander Valley Vineyards 2014 Wetzel Fam-
ily Estate Grown and Bottled Syrah (Alexander 

Valley). For full review see page 13. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Baker Lane 2013 Sonoma Coast Cuvée Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). A light-bodied take on the 

variety, this wine imparts shocks of sage, lavender 
and mint aromas over a landscape of black and 
white pepper and dried herb flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

91 Belharra 2014 Las Madres Vineyards Syrah 
(Carneros). Stewy and rustic when first 

tasted, this wine develops intrigue in the glass. A 
mixture of fresh compost and minty earth aromas 
underlie concentrated baked plum and clove flavors. 
Ripe and robust, it drinks fresh and fruity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Dante Robere 2014 Estate Reserve Syrah 
(Livermore Valley). This wine integrates 

handsome new oak aromas with concentrated and 
powerful fruit. It has a big personality, full body, 
firm tannins, and a defining and spicy oak character 
that ties it all together. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

91 DeTierra Vineyards 2014 Mesa Del Sol Syrah 
(Arroyo Seco). This is a vibrant take on the 

grape, with fresh-pressed boysenberry and wisteria 
aromas merging with rosemary, fennel and sarsapa-
rilla on the nose. Food-friendly, it shows more boy-

senberry, thyme, white pepper, and floral freshness 
on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $30 

91 Quivira 2013 Syrah (Dry Creek Valley). Meaty 
and brooding, this is a taut, focused and 

dusty wine made from organically and biodynami-
cally grown grapes. Tart cranberry notes give it a 
sharpness that accentuates the deeper, richer layers 
of black fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

91 Robert Hall 2014 Syrah (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 16. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Wrath 2014 Ex Anima Syrah (Monterey). For 
full review see page 18. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

90 Ampelos 2012 Gamma Syrah (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Soft, round and lengthy, there’s a lot 

to admire and enjoy in this wine. Licorice, leather 
and undulating ripe blackberry and black cherry 
fruit combine on the palate. It’s medium-bodied, 
intense and complex, with dark chocolate accents 
on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

90 Cameron Hughes 2013 Lot 508 Syrah (Los 
Carneros). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 15.2% Price: $19 

90 Dante Robere 2014 Estate Syrah (Livermore 
Valley). Concentrated, jammy fruit flavors 

meet full body and sturdy tannins in this well-
made wine. It has a large presence due to alcoholic 
strength and the ripe spectrum of its fruit flavors, 
which includes raisin, black cherry and dried fig. 
Yet, tannins and acidity provide a firm texture that 
keeps it feeling balanced. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

90 Joullian 2013 Family Reserve Syrah (Carmel 
Valley). Dried black cherry, fennel, pepper-

corn, roast beef and soy all come together on the 
well-integrated nose of this bottling from the win-
ery’s small estate vineyard. The palate is herbal in 
character, with ample anise and tangy black plum 
fruit flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

90 Patland 2013 Stagecoach Vineyard Syrah 
(Napa Valley). This is a rich, plush wine 

that’s soft and simple at its core, heady in licorice 
aromas. On the palate, expect an exuberance of 
leather, coconut and dark chocolate flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $80 

90 Wellington 2012 Estate Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Valley). Meaty and dense, this 

full-bodied red is expansive on the palate in well-
defined layers of leather, blueberry and black pep-
per flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 
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89 Carica 2012 Jemrose Vineyard Cardiac Hill 
Syrah (Bennett Valley). This wine is brawny 

with a haunting rustic barnyard character. Gener-
ously tannic and full-bodied, it offers blackberry, 
clove and black pepper flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

89 Uptick Vineyards 2010 Estate Syrah (Rus-
sian River Valley). For full review see page 

21. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

88 Apsara 2014 Las Madres Vineyard Whole 
Cluster Syrah (Carneros). With a touch of 

reduction, this is a rustic, complex and light-bodied 
wine. It’s soft on the palate, layered with gunpow-
der, meat and lavender notes. Used French oak plays 
a supportive and unobtrusive role. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

88 Balletto 2013 Estate Grown Syrah (Russian 
River Valley). From the producer’s BCD 

Vineyard—where it also grows Pinot Noir—this 
bold, big-boned red is smooth, simple and soft, 
accented with raspberry, vanilla, lavender and 
mocha notes. Its acidity is subtle and supportive, 
providing underlying freshness from start to finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

88 Ideology 2013 Money Road Vineyard Syrah 
(Oakville). Leather, bark and tar meet cola 

and black licorice scents in this full-bodied, ripe 
red. Its palate is layered and showy in meaty, san-
guine personality. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

88 Matchbook 2013 Syrah (Dunnigan Hills). For 
full review see page 21. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

88 Spann Vineyards 2013 Smoke Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Valley). A lift of 5% Viognier con-

tributes to this wine’s rose-like floral aroma. Plum-
inflected on the palate, it offers a punch of oak and 
tannin that softens slowly over a backdrop of smoky 
cured meat flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

88 Wolff 2014 Syrah (Edna Valley). This has the 
potential to be a very exciting wine, need-

ing time to truly tell. Grapeseed and candied violet 
scents show on the nose. The tannins are chunky 
now but may integrate, while blackberry and black 
pepper flavors suggest a better future. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 McManis 2015 Syrah (California). For full 
review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Meeker 2013 Syrah (Dry Creek Valley). This 
is a tightly woven, full-bodied, ripe rendi-

tion of the grape. It presents a dusty expression of 

leather and black pepper, with baked plum fruit, 
finishing smooth but without complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

87 Rancho Sisquoc 2014 Syrah (Santa Barbara 
County). Abundant fresh floral aromas such 

as violet and lilac show on the nose of this bottling, 
with black plum and candied grape notes. The palate 
is straightforward, all tangy plum flavors, enhanced 
by dried herb, soy and reductive tar notes. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Broadway Vineyards 2013 Estate Grown 
Syrah (Carneros). Closed and muted on the 

nose at first, this wine shows varietal scents that 
include blue and red berry fruit and dried sage. 
Softly textured, it’s an approachable middle-of-the-
road Syrah. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

85 Wellington 2012 Syrah (Sonoma Valley). 
Somewhat flat on the palate, this full-bod-

ied wine is ripe in blue fruit but shy in acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

GRENACHE

93 Baker & Brain 2013 le Mistral Vineyard Gre-
nache (Monterey County). This stellar bot-

tling offers chaparral character on the nose, from 
wild mint and thyme to fennel and mountain tea, 
along with turned earth and raspberry scents. The 
plate kicks off with strawberry fruit and hibiscus, 
then dives into a deeper expression of grippy black 
plum skins, cardamom spice and boisterous acidity. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

92 Jaffurs 2013 Grenache (Santa Barbara 
County). Baked red cherry, rose petal, star 

anise and cinnamon sauce show on the spice-laced 
nose of this bottling from Rhône grape specialist 
Jaffurs. More cherry and deep raspberry flavors pop 
on the palate, meeting with lilac and violet notes, all 
polished by more cinnamon spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $34 

91 Palumbo Family Vineyards 2013 Grenache 
(Temecula Valley). For full review see page 

16. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

91 Villa San Juliette 2014 Reserve Grenache 
(Paso Robles). Rose petal, baked strawberry, 

sarsaparilla and baking spice aromas show strongly 
on the indulgent nose of this bottling. It’s floral, 
full-bodied and multi-layered on the palate, with 
baked red cherry and cranberry flavors swathed in 
cinnamon, hibiscus and anise spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 Gregory Graham 2012 Crimson Hill Vineyard 
Grenache (Red Hills Lake County). This full-

flavored, richly textured wine offers impressions of 

plum, black cherry and dark chocolate shavings. It’s 
big and broad on the palate, with a light layer of tan-
nins and loads of easy-going enjoyment. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 Baker & Brain 2013 Alta Loma Grenache 
(Monterey County). This is a unique take on 

Grenache, showing crushed cinnamon, hibiscus and 
dried rose petal scents, which come across slightly 
muddled. The palate is distinctive, with cola and 
baked red cherry flavors set against an earthy, soil-
laden frame, proving interesting but far from what 
many have come to expect from this grape at a high 
level. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

87 R2 2013 Camp 4 Vineyard Grenache (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Candied cherry, cola, cinnamon 

and rose petal scents arise on the nose of this bot-
tling from a vineyard on the eastern side of Santa 
Ynez. Red fruit and cinnamon are also present on 
the palate, which is framed by grippy tannins and 
ample acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

84 EOS 2013 Grenache (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Light cherry, rose petal and potpourri aro-

mas just barely show on the nose of this bottling. 
The flavors are flat but evocative of cranberry and 
licorice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

MERLOT

92 Occasio 2013 Thatcher Bay Vineyard Mer-
lot (Livermore Valley). Subtle power and 

a structure built for aging lift this wine above the 
crowd. It has deep and concentrated black cherry 
and cassis flavors, an abundance of fine-grained 
tannins, velvety texture, and a tasty, lingering fin-
ish. Best after 2019. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

91 Rancho Sisquoc 2014 Flood Family Vineyards 
Merlot (Santa Barbara County). For full 

review see page 16. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

89 Broken Earth 2013 Reserve Merlot (Paso 
Robles). Cherry pie, cherry candy and dried 

ginger notes converge for a very approachable and 
inviting nose on this bottling from a sprawling vine-
yard in eastern Paso Robles. It’s light in body, but 
solid red cherry, cedar and smoked chocolate flavors 
keep it lively. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

89 Château Souverain 2014 Merlot (California). 
It’s a treat to find a well-priced Merlot that 

has some gutsy tannin and dark fruit to go along 
with its sweeter flavors and mild texture. This wine 
has concentrated black cherry, clove and oak spice 
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flavors, with a firm structure and lingering finish. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $13 

89 Lucas & Lewellen 2014 Judge’s Reserve 
Merlot (Santa Barbara County). A nod to 

the winery’s co-owner Judge Royce Lewellen, this 
bottling is full of campfire smoke, red cherry, hibis-
cus and roasted pork aromas. That smoky charac-
ter, which is pleasant if a tad overbearing, follows 
through to the palate, accenting the plum and black 
pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

88 3 Steves Winery 2013 Merlot (Livermore Val-
ley). This full-bodied wine spent 18 months 

in French oak barrels and has a lightly smoky aroma, 
vivid red cherry and raspberry flavors, a sleek tex-
ture and good concentration. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $40 

88 Ancient Peaks 2014 Merlot (Santa Margarita 
Ranch). Roast beef aromas make for a meaty 

entry on this bottling from a large vineyard in the 
southern reaches of Paso Robles. Black currant and 
rosebud scents round out the nose. Macerated black 
fruit kicks off the palate but begins to taste sour, 
while lava rock and gravel notes make for an earthy 
midpalate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

88 Firestone 2012 Merlot (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Dark berry and cherry aromas meet with 

touches of pasilla chile, peppercorn and sandal-
wood on the distinctive nose of this bottling from 
one of the region’s first estate wineries. The palate 
is smooth, with dried berry, juniper, dark chocolate 
and more chile pepper greenness, which fits nicely 
into the overall picture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

88 Michael Sullberg 2014 Lot 91 Reserve Merlot 
(California). Nice flavor concentration and 

light body make this wine a standout. It starts with 
vivid black cherry aromas that lead to riper, almost-
sweet cherry and blackberry flavors. The texture is 
structured with moderate tannins that keep the fla-
vors going through the finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Happy Camper 2014 Merlot (California). The 
emphasis in this light-bodied wine is on 

fresh, fruity flavors like strawberry and red plum, 
which go well with the soft, non-tannic texture. A 
touch of sweetness on the finish keeps the fruity 
vibe going. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

86 Robert Hall 2014 Merlot (Paso Robles). 
Dark chocolate, black cherry, plum and wet 

concrete show on the nose of this bottling from a 
winery recently acquired by O’Neill Vintners. There 
are lots of earthy flavors on the palate, from freshly 

turned loam to dusty rocks, set against tangy dried 
elderberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

96 Daou 2013 Soul of a Lion Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Adelaida District). For full review see 

page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: NA Price: $150 

94 Vineyard 511 2012 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Diamond Mountain District). For full 

review see page 7. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $140 

93 Covenant 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This is a blockbuster of a wine, 

impressive in its smoky oak and crisp black currant 
brightness. Soft, integrated tannin supports a full-
bodied, lush palate that has plenty of length and 
breadth, seasoned with black licorice, pepper and 
clove. Kosher. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $100 

93 Flora Springs 2013 Out of Sight Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Dried herb, 

dust and compost provide a dark underbelly in this 
vineyard-designated varietal wine. It’s layered with 
caramel and toffee notes that are complemented by 
bright acidity and further freshened by sparks of 
pomegranate and cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $125 

93 McGrail 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Liver-
more Valley). Richly textured and gener-

ously flavored, this wine shows how good Livermore 
Cabernet can be. Aged in new Hungarian barrels, 
it has cedar and spice aromas, seductive ripe fruit 
flavors and a mouth-filling, palate-soothing viscos-
ity bolstered by loads of fine-grained tannins. Best 
from 2018. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

93 Piña 2013 D’Adamo Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

8. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

93 Rubino Estates Winery 2014 Reserva Col-
lection Cabernet Sauvignon (Livermore Val-

ley). A beautiful black currant character animates 
this classically-styled wine. It’s fruity and gener-
ously spiced on the nose, with cinnamon and nut-
meg scents from oak. Its flavors build on that black 
currant, with spice notes giving it a layered effect, 
supported by fine-grained tannins. While irrestible 
now, this will be best after 2019. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 

93 Vitesse 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). This is a tiny production wine in its 

third vintage that continues to impress—a deft con-

coction of dusty leather and pencil shavings that’s 
elegantly structured and integrated. Red currant 
and clove add seasoning to ripe blackberry and dark 
chocolate flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Bonterra 2014 Made With Organic Grapes 
Cabernet Sauvignon (California). For full 

review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $16 

92 Castello di Amorosa 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

92 Flora Springs 2013 Holy Smoke Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). This is a 

100% varietal, vineyard-designated wine, impres-
sive in its ability to provide lush richness within 
a balanced context. Dark and thick, it opens with 
blackberry, mocha and spicy clove flavors. Although 
syrupy, it maintains freshness on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $125 

92 Joseph Cellars 2012 Cellar Select Blend Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Priest Ranch 2013 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Pencil shavings 

and leather aromas mark the entry of this robustly 
full-bodied wine. It has a pronounced forest floor 
character, while blackberry and black cherry flavors 
combine with licorice and dark chocolate, filling 
out the richer notes that interweave throughout the 
palate, leading into a long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $48 

92 Three Fat Guys 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). The fruit for this 100% 

varietal wine is sourced from Calistoga and Ruth-
erford—a blend that yields a densely tannic, meaty 
palate that combines soy, cedar and pepper notes. 
Having already matured in bottle for some time, it’s 
still slowly unfurling, offering jammy blackberry 
and licorice flavors that add spice to the finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

91 Charles Krug 2013 Family Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Howell Mountain). This wine is 

all bramble and brawn. High-octane in power and 
ripeness, it has a juicy core of mocha-laced black-
berry fruit. Pencil shavings and gravel notes add a 
tease of minerality amongst all that richness. —V.B. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $75 

91 Freakshow 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
For full review see page 15. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Freemark Abbey 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). Herbal, dusty and oaky on the 
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nose, this wine is sourced from such impressive 
vineyard sites as Bosche Vineyard and Wood Ranch, 
and employs small amounts of Merlot, Petit Verdot 
and Cabernet Franc. Black currant, dark cherry and 
clove flavors dominate in this classic, medium-bod-
ied wine with firm tannin and bright acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

91 Kuleto Estate 2012 Lone Acre Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Made from 79% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, 13% Merlot and 8% Cabernet 
Franc, this wine shows a rich, full-bodied and juicy 
core of soft, baked plum, cherry and vanilla flavors, 
with a lingering streak of cinnamon. Not a vineyard 
designate, this is rather a selection of complemen-
tary wine lots and barrels. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $80 

91 Markham 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Chocolate-covered raspberry forms 

the luscious core of this fairly priced wine that’s 
medium-bodied, moderately naked in its oak use 
and soft in its approachability. Rich, dense and 
luxurious, it will pair well with any grilled meats. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

91 Pine Ridge 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $64 

91 T.W. Fermentation 2013 Straight Cab Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). For full review see 

page 17. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $64 

91 Terlato 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther-
ford). This is a tart, fresh and full-bodied 

wine that shows off the Rutherford appellation in 
its lush dustiness and firm, integrated tannin. Coco-
nut shavings and crisp red fruit complement classic 
characteristics of cedar and dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $62 

91 Vine Cliff 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
Tightly structured in a ripe, bold bundle of 

cherry and berry flavors, this is an intensely tannic 
and youthful wine, clearly indicative of the vintage. 
Sage, dried herb, marshmallow and toasted oak aro-
mas round it out, giving it flavor beyond its innate 
concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $85 

90 Criss Cross 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Clarksburg). This full-bodied and complex 

wine has loads of personality. An exotic, slightly 
earthy aroma leads to fruity richness and good vis-
cosity on the palate, with a creamy texture and won-
derful sense of layering. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

90 Gehricke 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Knights 
Valley). This wine blends in Petit Verdot, 

Petite Sirah and Malbec, reining in the bold, tart 
red fruit to create a medium-bodied, softly textured 

palate with a leathery backbone. Clove notes are fol-
lowed by a chocolate chaser on the lingering finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

90 Orsi Family Winery 2013 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Dry Creek Valley). For full review see 

page 20. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

90 Von Strasser 2013 Diamond Terraces Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Diamond Moun-

tain District). Dusty leather, cedar and pencil shav-
ing notes integrate seamlessly with the moderate 
oak and firm tannins of this wine from a vineyard 
originally planted by Robert Pepi. Its medium-
bodied power makes it friendly for the table or as 
a before-dinner glass, the finish marked by a pro-
nounced bittersweet chocolate flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

90 Von Strasser 2013 Estate Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). 

Raspberry and cranberry flavors and a twist of cin-
namon stick accent the firm tannins of this estate 
wine, marked by classic red currant, cedar and dried 
herb notes. Medium-bodied and modest in oak, it 
shows a clarity of crisp acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

90 Wild Hogge 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Black plum and baked red cherry 

notes meet with concentrated purple flowers and 
exotic Middle Eastern spices on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate starts with sour cherry, then 
dives into richer kirsch, tobacco, leather and coffee 
flavors, finishing on a dry, sanguine note. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

89 Château Souverain 2014 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (California). Jammy fruit aromas 

and flavors and a lack of overt oak notes make this 
full-bodied wine easy to love. It’s simply yummy in 
flavor, polished in texture, and has a nice, lingering 
ripe fruit finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

89 Montevina 2014 Independence Point Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (California). A wonderful 

creamy texture accompanies ripe cherry and black-
berry flavors in this full-bodied, smooth and mel-
low wine. Rich cherry and cappucino flavors fill the 
corners of the mouth, mingling with a velvety layer 
of fine tannins. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

89 Three Thieves 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This is a sturdy, well-made 

wine that is truly great for the price. It delivers the 
hearty texture and classic sage, black olive and black 
cherry flavors of the grape. Medium-bodied, it’s not 
too rich, and has welcome fine-grained tannins that 
add a touch of astringency. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

89 VGS Chateau Potelle 2012 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mount Veeder). Blackberry and cas-

sis flavors are thick and syrupy on the palate of this 
wine that blends 9% Petit Verdot, 6% Merlot, 6% 
Cabernet Franc and 2% Malbec. With a high level of 
fresh fruitiness—a mix of black cherry and cassis—
it’s medium-bodied and has a backdrop of cedar and 
dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $95 

89 Vina Robles 2014 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). This is a crowd-pleas-

ing style of Cabernet that’s perfect for the winery’s 
on-site outdoor amphitheater and has approachable 
black cherry, vanilla and crushed rock aromas. More 
cherry and dark strawberry juice flavors show on 
the palate, which is jammy with a touch of baking 
spice and dill to round it out. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $26 

88 Chime 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). Bright, spicy oak flavors liven up this 

wine, from the first cedar-laced whiff to the well-
structured texture and lingering finish. While not 
too full-bodied, it does have firm, grippy tannins—
a rare thing for a wine this reasonably priced. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $13 

88 Crimson Ranch 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This easy-to-love wine from 

the Michael Mondavi family has an obvious but 
attractive oaky character, from the abundant cedar 
and cinnamon aromas to the spicy nutmeg and car-
damom flavors that bolster its red cherry fruit and 
medium body. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Dark Horse 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). Bold flavors and a muscular struc-

ture make this wine stand out, delivering plenty 
of substance for its modest price. Smoky, peppery 
aromas lead to dark fruit flavors with smoky, spicy 
accents, while the body is medium and texture 
firmly tannic. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Eberle 2014 Vineyard Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Cooked black-

berries, baked black plum, grape candy and lilac 
touches show on the nose of this bottling, which is 
easy to like and uncomplicated. Violet floral flavors 
kick off the palate, followed by coffee spice, cedar 
and dark berry fruit, all framed by moderate tannic 
tension. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 EOS 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Central 
Coast). Fresh blackberry fruit is lifted by 

thyme, fennel and tobacco on the nose of this fruity, 
herbal bottling, further accented by cedar, black 
olive and peppercorn notes. Its blackberry-rich pal-
ate is balanced by dry tannins and coffee and gamy 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 
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88 Von Strasser 2013 Agira Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). 

This wine offers soft structure and rich, dark blue 
fruit, revealing its addition of 4% Malbec. Vanilla 
and cinnamon notes accent the juicy fruitiness. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

88 Von Strasser 2013 Post Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). 

A firm, integrated wine from a mountain appella-
tion, this vineyard designate contains a hearty 16% 
Malbec and 4% Merlot. Cinnamon, cedar and dried 
herb notes enwrap its subtle black cherry and cassis 
fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

88 ZD 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). Concentrated blackberry, currant and 

vanilla flavors ride a boldly ripe, full-bodied palate 
that reflects the warmth and intensity of the vin-
tage. Dusty tannin and softened oak allow the fruit 
to speak, accented by black licorice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

87 Broken Earth 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Dried berry, plum skin, pepper-

corn and beef jerky scents show on the nose of this 
bottling from a large vineyard east of Paso Robles. 
Woody cedar and pine flavors show on the pal-
ate, giving nuance to the floral elderberry jam and 
leather touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

87 Happy Camper 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This wine combines oaky 

sweetness with good, plummy fruit flavors and a 
lightly grippy texture. It’s tasty and approachable in 
style. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

87 Kuleto Estate 2012 The Point Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). This wine blends 6% 

co-fermented Syrah from a single lot, the fruit cele-
brated in all its ripe, full-bodied glory. Cherry, choc-
olate and barbecue flavors commingle on the soft, 
round palate that develops further richness in the 
glass. The tannic profile is strong and thick. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

87 Monte Smith 2014 The Tuscan Cabernet 
Sauvignon (North Coast). This is a mellow, 

richly fruity wine that feels smooth, is lightly tan-
nic, and has full body and ripe raisin and black plum 
flavors. It flts the bill when you want a concentrated 
but easy-going wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

87 Palumbo Family Vineyards 2013 Sophia’s 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Temecula 

Valley). The nose of this bottling from one of Tem-
ecula’s most reliable producers is pretty but not 
terribly complex, with crushed purple flower, black-
berry jelly, coffee and elderflower aromas. The pal-

ate shows Concord grape fruit flavors and a gravel-
driven minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $52 

87 Von Strasser 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Dia-
mond Mountain District). This wine benefits 

from additions of 19% Malbec, 5% Petit Verdot 
and 1% Merlot, the floral nuances of these variet-
ies providing layered fruitiness and subtle texture. 
Cinnamon, vanilla and raspberry flavors take on a 
tart, herbal personality as the medium-bodied wine 
opens in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

87 William Harrison 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). Ripe blueberry and huckle-

berry flavors form a wall of fruitiness in this full-
bodied, ready-to-enjoy red, offering a soft, simple 
layering of cedar and mocha. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

86 Charles Krug 2013 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This wine is 

simple in its silky smooth expression of blackberry, 
chocolate and sweet tobacco flavors, imparting full-
bodied concentration and modest oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

86 Galante 2013 Blackjack Pasture Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Carmel Valley). Dried cherry, 

elderberry, oregano and marjoram aromas meet 
with a hint of dark chocolate on the nose of this 
bottling. The flavors are slightly sour, reminiscent 
of dried red fruit and aged beef, framed by chunky 
tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

86 Lander-Jenkins 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This medium-bodied wine is 

firm and moderately tannic. It has strong oaky spice 
aromas and ripe raspberry and cherry flavors, liber-
ally accented with more oaky spices such as cinna-
mon, vanilla and coconut. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Michael Sullberg 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This traditionally-styled wine 

has nice olive and herb aromas and smoky, dark 
cherry and bell pepper flavors. It’s light-bodied, 
smooth and easy to sip. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Robert Hall 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). The nose of this bottling is quite 

shy. After being open for hours, it begins to show 
dust and soil aromas, like sun-baked clay, crushed 
rocks and flint. The palate is also hard to decipher, 
with a little blackberry fruit but mostly dry, flat soil 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

84 Auspicion 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). Maple and cinnamon aromas and 

sweet-seeming flavors come with a soft texture in 

this simple, entry-level wine that has an atypical 
personality for a Cabernet. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

84 Predator 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). This overtly woody wine smells like 

cedar chips and fresh-cut oak and tastes like pine, 
menthol and cherry candy. While it’s fun to pick out 
its different flavors, this is not what most people 
expect from Cabernet. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

RED BLENDS

94 Daou 2013 Mayote (Adelaida District). For 
full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 15.2% Price: $100 

94 Epoch Estate Wines 2013 Estate Blend (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 15.7% Price: $50 

94 Justin 2013 Isosceles (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 6. 

abv: 16% Price: $72 

94 Justin 2013 Savant (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 6. 

abv: 16% Price: $50 

93 Jada Vineyard & Winery 2014 WCS (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). A lavish deep 

blend of 66% Mourvèdre and 34% Tannat, this is 
not for the faint of heart or weak in spirit. Pitch 
black in the glass, it shows espresso, vanilla, cara-
mel and leather touches on the nose. Black cherry 
and crème de cassis flavors pop on the palate, with 
strong coffee-like tannins and a creamy vanilla fin-
ish. It’s still quite young. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $75 

93 Parducci 2013 Coro Mendocino (Mendocino 
County). This is an exceptionally concen-

trated, smooth and delicious wine. It has ripe blue-
berry, blackberry and raspberry flavors, and its tex-
ture strikes the right balance between supple and 
tannic. A Coro Mendocino blend, it’s made from 
a base of Zinfandel, with Petite Sirah, Syrah and 
a dash of Grenache. Delicious now, it also has the 
stuffing to age. Best from 2018. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

92 Ancient Peaks 2014 Renegade (Santa Mar-
garita Ranch). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $24 

92 Duckhorn 2012 Red Wine (Howell Mountain). 
For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

92 Graziano 2013 Coro Mendocino (Mendocino). 
Richness is the hallmark of this full-bod-

ied, luxuriously ripe and fruit-drenched Zinfandel 
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blend. Blueberry, black cherry and blackberry jam 
aromas and flavors coat the palate, crowding out 
any oak-derrived accents that might be present. It 
comes off as pure and fruity deliciousness. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

92 kukkula 2013 Sisu (Adelaida District). This 
blend of 55% Syrah, 25% Grenache and 

20% Mourvèdre has a dark and gamy nose, with 
smoked beef, chocolate, black cherry and cola aro-
mas. The palate is well-structured and expertly bal-
anced, offering familiar Rhône flavors like fennel, 
pepper spice and blackberry jam. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

92 Langtry 2013 Old Soldier Road Tephra Ridge 
Vineyard (Lake County). This is a giant of a 

wine, packed to bursting with dark chocolate, black 
cherry, black pepper and clove flavors, all wrapped 
in a soft layer of tannins. Made of 63% Petite Sirah, 
31% Cabernet Sauvignon and dashes of three other 
grapes, it has good depth, concentration and full 
body, and will make maximum impact at your next 
party. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

92 Naggiar 2013 La Boheme (Sierra Foothills). 
This is a sophisticated and opulent red 

blend with great structure, concentrated dark fruit 
and dark chocolate flavors, good depth and a linger-
ing finish. The fruit is ripe enough to balance its 
firm but rounded tannins, so it’s tempting to drink 
now but will be best after 2019. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

92 Von Strasser 2013 Reserve (Diamond Moun-
tain District). This big, bold blend of 40% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Petit Verdot and smaller 
amounts of Malbec and Merlot is powerfully built, 
with firm, integrated tannins that feel chalky and 
dusty. Black currant and cherry flavors dominate, 
with waves of tobacco and dark chocolate leading 
to a soft, lingering finish. This will cellar well, to be 
enjoyed 2023–2028. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $135 

91 Ascension Cellars 2013 Soul Shaker (Paso 
Robles). The first aromas that emerge from 

this blend of Bordeaux varieties with a “California 
twist” are dried chaparral herb, espresso, black cur-
rant and pepper. Cocoa flavors are prominent on 
the palate, with tangy cranberry, pomegranate and 
richer dried black cherry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $66 

91 Ascension Cellars 2013 Trinity Cass Vineyard 
(Paso Robles). This blend of 75% Grenache, 

15% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre offers intriguing 
cherry candy, rhubarb and hibiscus scents, with 
touches of exotic cinnamon and woodsmoke. Cara-
mel and baked cherry flavors mark the cherry pie-

like palate, dusted with star anise and clove over a 
solidly tannic frame. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $56 

91 Brutocao 2013 Coro Mendocino (Mendocino). 
For full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Clos du Bois 2013 Coro Mendocino (Men-
docino). An intriguing oak spiciness on both 

the nose and the palate makes this medium-bodied 
wine interesting without overpowering the focused 
and vivid raspberry and red cherry flavors. The 
wine’s texture is lean, braced by fine-grained tan-
nins that give support and balance. Best after 2018. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Dante Robere 2014 Dante’s Inferno (Califor-
nia). Smooth, polished and suave describes 

this tenor of a wine that ranges from high notes 
to dark plum and fig baritone flavors that resonate 
through the lingering finish. It’s a deft blend of 
Syrah, Grenache and Mourvèdre. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

91 kukkula 2014 Aatto (Adelaida District). This 
blend of 48% Counoise, 38% Mourvèdre and 

14% Grenache shows gravel, dried cherry, hibiscus 
and charred wood scents on the lively, fresh nose. 
Cooked cherry notes are dusted with vanilla and 
clove on the palate, where tart plum skin flavors 
the tannic backbone, and a smoky bacon fat finish 
makes it all the more delicious. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $40 

91 Rendarrio Vineyards 2013 First Born King 
(Paso Robles). Dark in the glass, this blend of 

75% Grenache and 25% Syrah is rich and appeal-
ing, made in the typical Paso style. Vanilla, cola, 
spice cake and black cherry aromas lead to a pal-
ate laden with milk chocolate, more black cherry, 
and star anise flavors. The tannins are soft and lush. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

91 Villa San Juliette 2013 Romantique Reserve 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

90 DeTierra Vineyards 2013 The Puzzler (Mon-
terey). There is a lot going on in this unique, 

affordably priced blend of 36% Pinot Noir, 28% 
Syrah, 27% Merlot and 9% Zinfandel—under-
ripe mulberry, thyme, crushed pepper and fennel 
aromas on the nose. It balances well on the palate, 
where bright acidity and textural tension hold the 
boysenberry, anise and lavender flavors together. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $28 

90 McFadden 2013 Coro Mendocino (Men-
docino). Easy-drinking, rich and mouth-

filling, this wine is a winner from start to finish. 
It has red cherry and dill aromas, ripe plum and 

cherry flavors and a supple texture. Light on tan-
nin and full in body, it’s generous and satisfying to 
drink. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

90 Tinto Rey 2014 Super Tinto Red Blend (Dun-
nigan Hills). For full review see page 21. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

88 Decoy 2014 Red (Sonoma County). An 
approachable blend of more than half Mer-

lot with smaller additions of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Petite Sirah, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this 
wine offers a touch of smoke on the nose and firm 
structure, wrapped around straightforward cassis 
flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

88 Longoria 2014 Blues Cuvée (Santa Barbara 
County). Rick Longoria chooses a new art-

ist every two years to illustrate this label. This vin-
tage features 40% Cabernet Franc, 21% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 21% Syrah and 18% Merlot, resulting in 
cranberry, red cherry and dried herbs notes, with a 
touch of eucalyptus and pine sap. The palate offers 
woody cedar and juniper flavors along with tart 
cherry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

88 Robert Hall 2014 Meritage (Paso Robles). 
Roasted meat, charcoal, elderberry, asphalt 

and smoke show on the nose of this blend of 46% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 42% Merlot and 12% Malbec. 
The smoke extends into the palate, where tangy 
plum and berry flavors mix with dark chocolate 
notes, soft texture and a lingering acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Von Strasser 2013 Sori Bricco Vineyard (Dia-
mond Mountain District). Juicy, leathery 

and earthy on the palate, this is a densely extracted 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec 
and Petit Verdot. It presents dry, lengthy tannins 
and a rusticity of dusty clove, finishing lean and 
restrained. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

87 Andis 2013 Painted Fields (Amador County). 
Boysenberry aromas and blackberry jam fla-

vors fill this Bordeaux-style red blend to the brim, 
while a smooth texture and touch of sweetness 
make it an easy sipper. A great pairing for spicy 
Korean barbecue. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

87 Apothic 2015 Dark Red Blend (California). 
Deep, saturated color and chocolate-covered 

cherry flavor make this wine a treat to drink, but 
don’t expect a traditional dry dinner wine. It’s tur-
bocharged with sweetness and has a boisterous but 
agreeable personality. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 
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87 Gnarly Head 2015 1924 Limited Edition 
Double Black Red Blend (California). For full 

review see page 23. Best Buy. 
abv: 15% Price: $12 

87 Left Bend 2014 Sierra Morena Camel Hill Vine-
yards (Santa Cruz Mountains). Blackberry, 

cedar, peppercorn and herb aromas come through 
on the nose of this savory blend of 65% Merlot, 
25% Cabernet Franc and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Dry and tart black plum skin flavor kicks off the pal-
ate, followed by potpourri, lavender and pine notes. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

87 Palumbo Family Vineyards 2013 50-50 
Syrah-Cabernet Sauvignon (Temecula Val-

ley). Incredibly ripe and dried black cherry, straw-
berry, clove and smoke aromas give this bottling an 
almost port-like nose. The palate is similar, with 
prune and raisin touches, with cooked red fruit and 
baking spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $45 

87 Testa Vineyards 2013 Coro Mendocino (Men-
docino). This is a well-structured Zinfan-

del-based blend with a wild streak and significant 
amounts of Carignane and Charbono. It has spicy, 
earthy, new-leather aromas, modest fruit flavors 
and a firmly tannic texture. Dry and grippy on the 
palate, it will complement rich proteins nicely. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

86 Apothic 2015 Crush (California). This rich, 
thick, soft wine has Concord grape jelly and 

smoky oak aromas, with sweet blackberry flavors 
and a touch of tannin in the texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

86 Golden 2013 Coro Mendocino (Mendocino). 
This big and imposing wine pushes the 

boundaries with assertive charcoal and smoked 
meat aromas, tons of tannin and an oaky, astringent 
finish. Best to drink after 2022, by which time the 
mouthfeel may have mellowed. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

85 Kitchen Sink NV Reserve Red (California). 
Herbal cranberry-like aromas and flavors 

and moderate acidity and tannins make this wine 
leaner and drier than many red blends. It’s built like 
a traditional table wine and will go well with a vari-
ety of different foods. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

OTHER RED WINES

91 Saint K 2015 Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). This 
creatively labeled bottling by Herman Story 

alum Chris Kiranbay uses 70% whole cluster fruit 
to produce a complex nose bursting with straw-
berry, kola nut, mulberry, elderflower and mara-
schino cherry aromas. The palate starts with mul-

berry fruit, growing more serious as it opens, with 
slate-inflected textural tension, finishing on cinna-
mon spice. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.85% Price: $38 

90 Loring Wine Company 2015 Russell Family 
Vineyard Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). Pinot-

phile Brian Loring lends his deeply extracted style 
to this Rhône grape, delivering concentrated blue-
berry, black plum, dark chocolate and mint aromas. 
The palate is hearty, with mint chocolate chip ice 
cream, eucalyptus, fennel and ripe black cherry fla-
vors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

89 Andis 2014 Hawk Creek Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (Sierra Foothills). Dark fruit flavors 

with a welcome sense of ripeness make this full-
bodied wine feel generous and easy on the palate. 
It has soft tannins that let its black plum and blue-
berry flavors fan out and linger on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Galante 2012 Ace High Malbec (Carmel Val-
ley). Smoke, leather, cedar, dried red cherry 

and herbal spice show on the nose of this bottling, 
which is dark but not overpowering in aroma. Dill 
and pepper notes start the palate, where vibrant 
acidity and stiff tannins slowly reveal its blueberry, 
dark cherry and cranberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

88 Rancho Sisquoc 2014 Malbec (Santa Barbara 
County). There is a hearty amount of smoke 

on the nose of this bottling, with oak and wildfire 
notes giving warmth to the strawberry, graphite and 
sandalwood aromas. That smoke carries into the 
palate, where black plum fruit meets with mocha 
flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

88 Solitary Cellars 2013 Barbera (Shenandoah 
Valley). A touch of new oak in the aroma 

and bright raspberry and cherry in the flavors make 
this medium-bodied wine easy to sip and enjoy. 
Typical for the grape variety, it has noticeable liveli-
ness in the texture and a bit of tang on the finish. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

87 Broken Earth 2011 Petit Verdot (Paso Robles). 
Fresh blueberry, burned caramel, black 

licorice and sage scents show on the nose of this 
bottling of a variety that doesn’t often get its own 
stage. The tannins are light but ever-present, fram-
ing black plum, elderberry, thyme and peppercorn 
flavors. It’s not as rich or dense as similar wines but 
is nevertheless a nice sipper. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

87 McManis 2015 Petit Verdot (California). For 
full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Parker 2014 Alisos Vineyard Barbera (Santa 
Barbara County). This grape is still find-

ing its way to consistency in California, and this 
bottling combines interesting black raspberry and 
reductive tar notes. It’s light in body, with red rasp-
berry fruit flavors and pencil shaving accents. Best 
served with food, since it doesn’t offer a lot of com-
pelling character on its own. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

86 Villa San Juliette 2014 Reserve Cabernet 
Franc (Paso Robles). Graphite, tar, pine and 

smoldering campfire aromas show on the nose of 
this bottling, which only shows brief flashes of the 
grape’s peppery, herbal core. There are forest floor 
hints on the palate, where dried mulberry flavors 
meet with pine and cracked pepper notes. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

FORTIFIED WINES

88 Galante 2014 Bulls Eye Red (Carmel Valley). 
Black cherry, crushed concrete and spicy 

peppercorn show on the nose of this Cabernet Sau-
vignon and Petite Sirah dessert blend. There are 
luscious ripe flavors on the palate, including crème 
de cassis, black plum and prune, with a gravel-like 
minerality lending elegance. The high alcohol is well 
integrated. —M.K. 
abv: 21% Price: $40/375 ml 

88 Left Bend 2015 Last Straw (Santa Clara Val-
ley). This dessert blend of 66% Zinfandel, 

21% Carignane, 8% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre 
begins with a pruney and alcohol-laden nose, but 
then peppercorn, clove, Indian spice and plum 
skin aromas emerge. The palate is tense despite 
the wine’s 11% residual sugar, with dried red and 
black fruit flavors, spicy acidity and a vanilla fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $24/375 ml 

OREGON
CHARDONNAY

93 Alloro 2014 Estate Chardonnay (Chehalem 
Mountains). As Willamette Valley vintners 

continually improve and redefine Oregon Chardon-
nay, a distinctive profile is emerging. This vivid 
and taut mineral-driven wine could be the poster 
child. The citrus, apples and pears bring a light 
touch of baking spices, extended length and surefire 
 ageability. Plus, it’s a fine value for a wine of such 
quality. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $34 

92 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2015 Bernau 
Block Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). For 

full review see page 13. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 
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91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2015 Estate 
Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

89 Apolloni 2015 L Cuvée Chardonnay (Wil-
lamette Valley). The cuvée is barrel fer-

mented, for roundness rather than strong oak fla-
vors. Spicy apple and melon fruit comes with the 
lightest possible kiss of toast. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

89 Cathedral Ridge 2014 McDuffee Vineyard 
Reserve Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). This 

shows good concentration with ample pear and 
peach fruit. Barrel aging in three-year-old American 
oak has somewhat softened the edges, and the wine 
finishes clean and fruity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $44 

89 Territorial 2014 Equinox Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Willamette Valley). Still young and 

assimilating its oak, this seems destined for fur-
ther improvement in bottle. Tightly wound flavors 
of apple and Asian pear combine with the buttery 
notes from a percentage of malolactic fermentation 
in French oak. There are edgy phenolics also, and 
the whole combine needs a bit more time to pull 
together. Drink 2020 to 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

89 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Vintage 
41 Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). This is 

winemaker Bill Fuller’s 41st vintage, hence the des-
ignation. It’s all Draper clone and spent 10 months in 
one-third new French oak. The opening aromas carry 
a volatile edge, then smooth out into fruit flavors of 
apple and pear. It’s a good wine, but the impression 
of volatility does not entirely dissipate. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $40 

88 Apolloni 2015 Estate Chardonnay (Willa-
mette Valley). This is a bright fruit-driven 

wine, with clean and refreshing flavors. All stainless 
fermented, it’s got a sharp, tangy finish, that will cut 
through rich creamy sauces. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $19 

88 Carabella 2014 Dijon 76 Estate Chardonnay 
(Chehalem Mountains). Bright gold, with 

hints of caramel and butter in the nose, this offers 
fully ripe apple flesh and skin, in a sharp tightly 
strung frame. A brief decanting or aeration would 
be helpful. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $35 

88 Cathedral Ridge 2014 McDuffee Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). Smooth and 

lightly toasty, this offers plump, palate-pleasing 
tree fruits and a touch of vanilla custard. Just a tad 
lighter than the reserve from the same vintage and 
vineyard. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

88 Melrose 2015 Chardonnay (Umpqua Valley). 
Ripe flavors of apple and pear highlight this 

expressive and easy-drinking wine. It’s medium-
bodied and solidly built, with a hint of graham 
cracker running through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $22 

88 Omero 2014 Chardonnay (Willamette Val-
ley). This big, chunky, chewy wine brings 

bold apple fruit front and center. Call it old school, 
in a good way, and drink it soon for its fresh fruit 
and lip-smacking highlights of butter, caramel and 
toasted nuts. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Raptor Ridge 2015 Gran Moraine Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Yamhill-Carlton). This barrel-

fermented wine is a most pleasant quaffer. A mix of 
yellow apple and pink grapefruit flavors, along with 
some skin phenolics, power on through. It was fer-
mented in 10% new oak, and a hint of that pops up 
in the finish, an impression of candied orange peel. 
Drink now through 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Soléna 2015 Domaine Danielle Laurent Char-
donnay (Yamhill-Carlton). Production vol-

ume is up, but the concentration does not match the 
excellent 2014 edition of this reserve-level wine. 
There are modestly ripe melon and green apple fla-
vors, along with a touch of buttered toast. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $55 

87 Dion 2014 Chardonnay (Chehalem Moun-
tains). The rich gold hue and the scents of 

bruised, slightly cooked fruit, suggest that prema-
ture oxidation is setting in. Two bottles were tasted, 
with comparable results. It’s lemony, somewhat 
oily, penetrating and concentrated, but should be 
consumed now through 2017. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

87 Soléna 2015 Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). 
Barrel fermented and aged for 14 months in 

French oak, this enters with a nutty, toasty flavor 
around lighter fruit. Jicama, apple and white peach 
combine in the midpalate, then thin out quickly, 
with some bite to the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $30 

86 Acrobat 2015 Chardonnay (Oregon). This is 
a new variety for the popular Acrobat brand. 

The fruit leans toward the sour side of apple, and 
the mouthfeel has not quite come together. Odds are 
that this wine will benefit from further bottle age; 
meanwhile, a good decanting is recommended. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

83 Harry & David 2015 Chardonnay (Oregon). 
Yeasty and dilute, this is a bit like drink-

ing flat beer. There’s little ripeness and no varietal 
impact. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $18 

VIOGNIER

90 2Hawk 2015 Viognier (Rogue Valley). For 
full review see page 18. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Cowhorn 2015 Viognier (Applegate Valley). 
A firm, young, compact, nicely sculpted 

wine, this shows pinpoint fruit flavors of quince and 
pear. There are subtle highlights of gin-like botani-
cals, and the flavors penetrate clean and clear all the 
way through a lingering finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Louloute 2015 Viognier (Oregon). This new 
micro-boutique impresses with graceful 

wines at affordable prices. The Viognier is a tasty 
compendium of floral and citrus flesh and skin scents 
and flavors. It’s sharp and sophisticated, inviting 
experimentation with a variety of seafood and poul-
try (think lemon chicken!). Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

92 Carabella 2015 Estate Pinot Gris (Chehalem 
Mountains). Pinot Gris really shines at 

Carabella, as this two clone blend demonstrates. 
Ripe pear fruit, along with a touch of Poire Wil-
liams, carries through a lovely, persistent, textural 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $18 

92 Iris Vineyards 2015 Chalice Estate Pinot Gris 
(Oregon). This limited production wine 

advances the proposition that Pinot Gris can be 
substantial, complex and at least as ageworthy as 
the better Oregon Chardonnays. The mix of melon, 
white peach and lemon zest flavors, with compelling 
minerality, may inspire some additional cellar time. 
Drink now through 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $22 

91 Carabella 2014 Reserve Pinot Gris (Chehalem 
Mountains). This is the first reserve Pinot 

Gris from the winery—half fermented in stainless, 
half in barrel. The wine feels as if it’s very lightly 
oxidized, with dusty, tawny apple flavors that recall 
a good hard cider. Its power is in the persistent, 
bone dry finish, that never quits. Drink now through 
2018. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

91 Iris Vineyards 2015 Pinot Gris (Oregon). For 
full review see page 15. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.1% Price: $18 

91 Sokol Blosser 2015 Pinot Gris (Dundee Hills). 
Production is only about one-tenth as much 

as the Willamette Valley cuvée. For a couple bucks 
more you get a tight, less opulently fruity wine, with 
compact skin flavors over-riding fruit flesh. Hints of 
apple, pear and peach accompany a streak of miner-
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ality, and the persistence suggests that this will age 
nicely. Drink 2020 through 2026. Cellar Selection. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 The Four Graces 2015 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Well differentiated from the win-

ery’s Pinot Blanc, this round and fleshy wine offers 
freshly cut pear fruit with a burst of orange juice 
and peel. It’s bright, lively, spicy and a great all-
purpose white wine when you need a break from 
Chardonnay. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $20 

90 Abiqua Wind 2015 Caleb Knorr Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). Classic flavors of pear 

flesh, along with a touch of Poire William liqueur, 
are the highlights here. It’s a stylish, clean and per-
sistent wine, that should be enjoyed within a couple 
of years of the vintage. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Lujon 2014 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
Here’s another super value from this under-

the-radar producer. It’s viscous and mouth filling, 
with lush pear and apple fruit. The concentration 
and fruit purity is exceptional. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $12 

90 Sokol Blosser 2015 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). From the warmest vintage on 

record, ripeness was never the issue here. It’s bal-
ance and freshness that are the litmus test, and 
this passes with flying colors. Firm polished apple 
and pear fruit anchors the wine, with highlights of 
citrus skin. It’s got all you could ask for in an all-
purpose, solid and tasty young white wine. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Arbor Brook 2014 Guadalupe Vineyard Pinot 
Gris (Dundee Hills). Barrel-fermentation 

gives this a nice, spicy edge around softer flavors of 
melon and peach. There’s a wash of vanilla as well, 
and as the flavors smooth out through a soft mid-
palate, a hint of butter comes up and completes the 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

89 Montinore 2015 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). Crisp and fresh, this comes out with 

some snap and sizzle from bright acidity. A pleasing 
mix of apple, pear and melon fruit catches hold in 
midpalate and continues on into a finish with some 
phenolic bite and a bitter edge. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $16 

88 A Blooming Hill Vineyard 2014 Pinot Gris 
(Chehalem Mountains). Fermented in stain-

less steel, this is a lip-smacking wine with succu-
lent citrus flavors of lemon and grapefruit. For those 
who love high-acid white wines, with some snap to 
their flavors, this is a good choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Apolloni 2015 L Cuvée Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Just 10% of the blend was aged 

briefly in Acacia oak, and there’s little evidence 
other than a slight hint of vanilla. What’s here in 
abundance is bright, tart, tangy citrus fruit. It’s a 
fresh and flavorful alternative to Chardonnay. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Apolloni 2015 Estate Pinot Grigio (Willa-
mette Valley). This is a light easy-drinking 

style that fills the quaffable white wine bill quite 
nicely. It’s lemony and tart, with a slice of orange 
peel for extra interest. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $16 

87 River’s Edge 2015 Pinot Gris (Elkton Oregon). 
This was barrel fermented, and picked up a 

fair amount of oaky flavor as a result. The barrels 
overtake the light apple fruit, at least for now, but 
consider this as a fine, inexpensive alternative to 
Chardonnay. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

85 Harry & David 2015 Pinot Gris (Oregon). 
There’s a bit of spritz and very light flavors 

of fresh pear. A lick of honey winds through and 
continues on into the finish, offsetting a slightly 
bitter note. —P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $18 

85 Stolen Identity 2015 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). You’ll have to look in the very lower 

left hand corner of the back label to spot the vintage 
(2015) on this bottle. It’s a light simple wine, with 
delicate flavors of melon and pear. The finish is soft 
and has a residual hint of paste. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 Melrose 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Umpqua 
Valley). This is a crisp and bracing wine, 

that pops with bright citrus and wet stone flavors. 
It’s fully ripe, but leans toward greener flavors, with 
accents of cucumber and celery. The freshness and 
outstanding palate presence suggest drinking this 
wine within a couple of years of release. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

90 Rocky Point 2014 Russell-Grooters Vineyard 
Sauvignon Blanc (Yamhill-Carlton). The 

squat Port-like bottle is the first indication that this 
is no ordinary Sauvignon Blanc. The juice was inten-
tionally oxidized, then barrel fermented and aged 
on the lees. It’s complex winemaking, and delivers a 
toasty textural wine with less snap and more softness 
that is usual with this grape. If you like the pricier 
barrel-fermented Sancerres, this is in your wheel-
house. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $42 

87 Season 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Southern Ore-
gon). This is a sharp, dry, peppery style, with 

strong suggestions of caraway and grain. Tightly 

wound fruit pokes at citrus and melon, and there is 
a touch of bitterness in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $23 

RIESLING

92 Territorial 2014 Equinox Vineyard Riesling 
(Willamette Valley). Here’s another excep-

tional Oregon Riesling to add to the growing ranks 
of top producers. Lemon drop fruit meets peaches 
and cream in the mouth, as this off-dry (20g/L) 
wine displays a spot-on balance between acid, 
sugar, fruit and honey. This is delicious already, and 
built to age nicely over a decade or longer. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

91 Lujon 2015 Riesling (Willamette Valley). This 
contends for the best $10 Riesling in the coun-

try. It’s off dry, with 30g/L of residual sugar, but not 
too sweet for some Asian noodle entrées. The mouth-
feel is thick and borders on syrupy, with penetrating 
flavors of mango, papaya and peaches. It could also be 
served after dinner with fruit and soft cheeses. Best 
Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $10 

91 Melrose 2015 Riesling (Umpqua Valley). This 
captures all the ripe fruit and fresh mouth-

feel you could ask for in a young Riesling. Succu-
lent and peachy, with references to other mixed tree 
fruits, this also brings highlights of orange pekoe 
tea. Residual sugar is 20 g/L. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $16 

90 Montinore 2015 Almost Dry Riesling (Wil-
lamette Valley). Though it’s 100% varietal, 

this sports a strong floral streak, as if dominated by 
Gewürztraminer. Baby-powder scents and accents 
shift into a fruit core of citrus, with Meyer lemon, 
oranges and pineapple. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $16 

87 Bradley 2015 Dry Riesling (Elkton Oregon). 
The winery notes that these vines were 

planted in 1983, and the wine offers generous dry 
extract along with dried apple fruit. It’s lightly tawny 
in color, with sappy acids. Best to drink up in 2017. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $16 

86 Bradley 2015 Riesling (Elkton Oregon). A 
deeply tawny gold color, this offers slightly 

oxidized, dusty peach and pear fruit, with a bit of 
residual sugar (20g/L) to round off the rough edges. 
Drink now through the end of 2017. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 love & squalor 2014 Sunnyside Vineyard 
Riesling (Willamette Valley). The vineyard 

was planted in 1971; the old vines apparently didn’t 
ripen all that well, as the finished wine, though dry, 
is only 11% alcohol. It’s an odd bottle all around, 
with very low pH (2.77), tart and diffuse fruit, and 
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no telltale markers for the variety. Two bottles 
tasted with similar results. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $28 

85 Harry & David 2014 Riesling (Southern Ore-
gon). This light and fruity wine offers fresh 

peach flavors, with a burst of lemon candy. It’s off 
dry and finishes with a sugary kick. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

WHITE BLENDS

90 Jezebel 2015 White (Oregon). Roughly 
equal percentages of Gewürztraminer, 

Pinot Blanc, Riesling and Pinot Gris (with a splash 
of Muscat) create a wine that transcends the mutt 
wine moniker and belongs in a category all its own. 
Just slightly off dry, it’s like taking a bite out of a 
just-picked pear-apple (if such a thing existed). 
This crunchy luscious white wine is juicy and alive 
with flavor. Don’t wait—drink it now for a big burst 
of summer no matter how cold it may be outside. 
Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 love & squalor 2014 Field Blend Wings of 
Desire (Yamhill-Carlton). Sourced from an 

experimental vineyard planted in the early 1970s, 
this blends eight different varieties, all picked on 
the same day and co-fermented. At least one red 
grape (Cabernet Sauvignon), adds a touch of amber 
to the wine. It could be called rosé, though it’s listed 
as a white wine. In any event, it’s unique, with 
concentrated flavors of tree fruits, citrus peel and 
anise. Try it with charcuterie. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

88 Cowhorn 2015 Marsanne-Roussanne (Apple-
gate Valley). This 50-50 blend remains 

hard edged and wound up tight at this point in 
time. Sharp citrus flavors dominate the crisp green 
apple. Aged just four months in 20% new oak, there 
is little or no evidence of any impact. Give this at 
least another year of bottle age, maybe two, before 
drinking. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $35 

87 Montinore 2015 Borealis The Northern Whites 
(Willamette Valley). The so-called Northern 

Whites are Gewürztraminer, Müller-Thurgau, Pinot 
Gris and Riesling. They make a comfortable blend, 
with floral aromas and plump peach and apple fruit. 
Though finished dry, it has appealing fruit sweetness. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Vercingetorix VX 2014 Auzriel Melody En 
Blanc (Oregon). A barely ripe blend of Pinot 

Gris, Pinot Blanc, Riesling and Gewürztraminer, 
this has strong scents and flavors that combine 
in a rather strange way. Perfume, breath mint and 
tanned leather elements pile on, without really 

melding or enhancing one another. Whatever it is, 
it’s not dull. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Aberrant Cellars 2015 Philtrum Pinot Noir 
Blanc (Willamette Valley). For full review 

see page 9. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

91 Brigadoon 2015 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). This delightful wine, principally fer-

mented in neutral oak, and aged sur lie, offers lovely 
details of apple flesh and skin, white melon, a hint of 
daikon radish, and the pinpoint persistence that is 
the mark of superior winemaking. Pinot Blanc can go 
in various directions in Oregon, but this bright and 
acidic wine really shows the way to a style that is at 
once drinkable, complex and food friendly. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

91 The Four Graces 2015 Pinot Blanc (Willamette 
Valley). Refined flavors of lime, grapefruit, 

pineapple, citrus skin and stone combine in a clean 
crisp delightful wine. The naturally bright and 
refreshing acidity puts a pleasant pucker into the 
finish, and will have you reaching quickly for that 
next glass. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Zenith 2015 Auxerrois (Eola-Amity Hills). 
Very little Auxerrois is grown in Oregon, 

and the earliest plantings, the owners note, were 
here at Zenith. This could be mistaken for a Char-
donnay, with ripe melon, peach and banana fruit 
matched to rounded out flavors of butter and cara-
mel. It was barrel fermented and put through malo-
lactic, much like a fine Chardonnay. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $27 

89 Raptor Ridge 2015 Auxerrois (Eola-Amity 
Hills). Add Raptor Ridge to the slender 

ranks of Oregon wineries producing this off-the-
radar Alsatian grape. Sourced from the Zenith 
vineyard and aged 11 months in neutral oak, this is 
a tightly wound, lightly spicy white wine. Crisp pep-
pery highlights somewhat recall a domestic Grüner 
Veltliner, and the barrel aging has begun to round 
out the sharp edges. Drink now through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

SPARKLING WINES

90 Duck Pond 1996 Blanc de Noir (Willamette 
Valley). You’re not reading the vintage 

wrong: this unique release was just recently discov-
ered lurking in the back of the winery warehouse. 
Talk about extended tirage! It’s in remarkably good 
condition, biscuity and amazingly fresh. It does 

show some darkening of hue, and medium-bodied 
flavors of brioche, cream and toast. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $58 

89 Sokol Blosser 2013 Sparkling Rosé of Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This vintage spar-

kler is made via méthode Champenoise, though true 
Champagnes get much more aging prior to release. 
But here you find the exuberant fruit of Oregon 
done in a brut style. It’s almost explosive, with crisp 
apple and peppery Asian pear fruit. Clean and brac-
ing, it carries nicely through a lush finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

87 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Grower 
Series (Willamette Valley). A first-ever spar-

kling wine from this popular producer, it’s a yeasty, 
toasty, rather thick 50-50 mix of Chardonnay and 
Pinot Noir. The grapes were fermented dry down to 
barely 11% alcohol, yet there’s a heaviness to the 
palate that fights against the elegance characteristic 
of most sparkling wines. Pineapple and grapefruit 
are the dominant fruit flavors. Young and acidic, 
this will cellar well for many years. —P.G. 
abv: 11.1% Price: $55 

87 Zenith 2013 Méthode Champenoise (Eola-
Amity Hills). This young cuvée is an almost 

equal Pinot Noir-Chardonnay blend. Some raw bar-
rel flavors seem to suggest that somewhere along 
the line wood was involved, but that’s just a guess. 
Bottom line is that the fruit is there, but to show its 
best it should have additional bottle age. Drink from 
2020 through 2025. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

ROSÉS

90 Dowsett Family 2015 Becklin Vineyards 
Georgia Rose Pinot Noir (Oregon). This full-

bodied rosé uses the 777 clone from a vineyard on 
the eastern edge of the Willamette valley, in an area 
known locally as Pete’s Mountain. The Dowsett 
Family originally owned the Charles Coury prop-
erty and started Laurel Ridge. Chris Dowsett is the 
winemaker at Buty as well as handling his own proj-
ect. This offers a lush symphony of fruits—orange, 
grapefruit, pineapple and peach. It’s tart, tangy, 
tasty and made to age for an extra year or two, in 
the mode of a Bandol. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

83 Harry & David 2015 Pinot Noir Rosé (Oregon). 
Extremely pale in color and dilute in flavor, 

this might be reminiscent of watermelon, and could 
go down easily on a warm day. But there’s not much 
here in the way of actual flavor. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

PINOT NOIR

96 Alloro 2014 Estate Justina Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). An extra dollop of toasty 
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oak amplifies the deep black-cherry core. Cedar, 
pipe tobacco, espresso and dark chocolate high-
lights wrap around and through the finish. This is 
a wine with power, precision and exceptional detail. 
Drink now through the mid-2020s. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

96 Ken Wright 2014 Abbott Claim Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). For full review 

see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

96 Ken Wright 2014 Bryce Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Ribbon Ridge). For full review see page 4. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $63 

95 Aberrant Cellars 2014 Gran Moraine Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This splen-

did, resonant, beautifully detailed wine captures 
everything that is most desirable in the 2014 vin-
tage. Blackberry and black cherry fruit, adorned 
with a sprinkling of Sumatra coffee beans, rocks on 
with polished tannins. The pleasing roasted charac-
ter is just right to power it through a clean, sexy fin-
ish. Drink now and on through 2026. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

95 Alloro 2014 Estate Riservata Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Coming from this 

exceptional winery the term reserve (or in this case, 
riservata) actually means a great deal. Flavors are 
broad and deep and entwined with plum, cherry 
compote, soy and chocolate. The length and power 
are impressive: these flavors just don’t quit. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

95 Kelley Fox 2014 Maresh Vineyard Red Barn 
Blocks Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). From a 

selection of the original vines at this heritage vine-
yard, which was planted in the early 1970s, this 
is densely layered with strawberry, raspberry and 
cherry fruit. Details are well-integrated, bringing 
light notes of toasted coconut and caramel. The tex-
ture and mouthfeel express the little extras that old 
vines, when handled properly, can deliver. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $70 

94 Arbor Brook 2014 Vintner’s Select Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). The term Vintner’s 

Select, which is unregulated, can be abused. Here 
it really means something, as this is the winery’s 
top cuvée—an excellent effort that spent 18 months 
in oak. There’s extra depth in the cherry and cas-
sis fruit, packing a powerful, compact punch all the 
way through a long, polished finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $65 

94 Domaine J. Meuret 2014 Phelps Creek Vine-
yard Les Chênes Pinot Noir (Oregon). The 

second release of this Oregon Pinot project from 
Walla Walla’s Jon Meuret (Maison Bleue) is irresist-
ible. A three-clone blend from a top Columbia Gorge 
vineyard, it’s explosively aromatic, with a strong 
whiff of pipe tobacco that Meuret believes is a vine-
yard marker. Those powerful aromatics push into a 
dense core of strawberry-cherry fruit, enhanced by 
oak notes. Delicious now, this has the structure and 
power to cellar well. Drink now through 2028. Cel-
lar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Ken Wright 2014 Bonnie Jean Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Deceptively light in 

color, yet aromatically rich, this sends up a lush mix 
of berries, spices, chocolate and pastry notes. It’s 
youthful and vibrant, with clean, bright, tangy fruit 
that has the balance and power for excellent devel-
opment in the bottle. Drink now through 2025. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

94 Ken Wright 2014 Carter Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). The defining character-

istic of Carter seems to be a taste of steel or gun 
metal running through the spine. It’s here again, 
with compact fruit and drying tannins. That fruit 
has a dark core, and it’s polished and textural, with 
lightly herbal highlights. This is a wine to track in 
the cellar over the next decade or longer. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

94 Ken Wright 2014 Freedom Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Intense aromatics 

of plum, cherry and red currant introduce this wine. 
There’s a whiff of pencil lead, and the bold fruit fla-
vors capture a bit of brush and bramble along with 
perfect, clean ripeness. A suggestion of candle wax 
comes up. This is a powerful wine that continually 
demands your attention. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

94 Ken Wright 2014 McCrone Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). A lovely hue, this is 

scented with crushed rose petals and raspberries. 
It’s tart, with zippy acidity, and a terrific midpal-
ate lift. The finish resonates with a coating of café 
crême. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

94 Nicolas-Jay 2014 Nysa Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). Fruit from this high-profile vineyard 

builds a velvety silky seductive wine that impresses 
immediately. It captures the ephemeral elegance of 
the grape, in a young wine with well-managed phe-
nolics. The strawberry-centric fruit is lightly dusted 
with cinnamon, from 15 months in 50% new French 
oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

94 Ponzi 2014 Avellana Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Ponzi is promoting a multi-clone 

winemaking approach they label “Clonal Massale.” 
This single vineyard example co-ferments five Dijon 

and 22 heritage clones of Pinot Noir—the most 
extensive in the country, according to the winery. 
Dark and lengthy, it’s a sexy, complex yet subtle 
wine, with blackberry and black cherry fruit, a 
touch of soy and ample Asian spices. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $105 

93 Alloro 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). A sensational bottle at this 

price, it’s ripe and textural, with a plush mix of 
strawberry and cherry fruit. The flavors evolve 
throughout a lengthy finish, adding layers of choco-
late, malt and caramel, all in beautiful proportion. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

93 Kelley Fox 2014 Maresh Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This tiny hands-on artisanal 

producer has a particular gift for expressing the fruit 
of the Maresh vineyard, which was originally planted 
45 years ago. This new release is elegant and aro-
matic, with precise details throughout. Fresh rasp-
berries, light chocolate, a hint of nougat and persis-
tent length are all part of the equation. Drink now 
through 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $60 

93 Ken Wright 2014 Canary Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Owned by the 

Wrights, this vineyard delivers smooth, forward, 
full-bodied flavors of cranberry, raspberry and blue 
plum. There’s a tart snap to the fruit, and a clear 
sense that it has the structure and depth to develop 
nicely over the next decade or longer. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $63 

93 Ken Wright 2014 Savoya Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Owned by Ken and Karen 

Wright, Savoya is planted on ancient marine sedi-
mentary soil. Bold cherry fruit carries a streak of 
salinity, that tastes like a shake of salt and pepper 
around tart pomegranate fruit. It’s tangy and lightly 
herbal, with classic structure and a clear path to 
aging over a decade or longer. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

93 Ken Wright 2014 Shea Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). This well-tuned vineyard 

is a favorite among many Oregon vintners. Here are 
well-entwined streaks of tea, berry and tobacco leaf. 
It’s textural and detailed, yet retains a certain deli-
cacy that rewards your extra attention as it lingers 
across the palate. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 

93 Ken Wright 2014 Tanager Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). There’s something 

almost Grenache-like in the flavors here, which are 
focused, youthful and packed with ripe red fruits. 
It’s tart and well-tempered, and lingers gracefully. 
Hints of orange peel lead into an impression of 
orange liqueur, framing the supple tannins. Drink 
now through 2025. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $63 
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93 Lenné Estate 2014 Cinq Élus Pinot Noir (Yam-
hill-Carlton). The name means “five chosen” 

and references the barrels selected for this reserve-
level wine. Dense, complex and refined, it remains 
quite compact with nicely layered ripe berry fruit. 
The tannins carry a suggestion of orange pekoe tea, 
and the length is impressive. Drink 2020 through 
2028. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $72 

93 Lenné Estate 2014 Eleanor’s 114 Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Distinctive scents of 

chocolate, nougat and lemon cake swirl up from the 
glass, framing a dive into a tangy wine loaded with 
red fruits. There’s a suggestion of cola, great texture, 
excellent length, and above all an approachable, yet 
ageworthy, structure. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

93 Megan Anne 2014 Black Love Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). For full review see page 8. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $70 

93 Nicolas-Jay 2014 Bishop Creek Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). A big, chunky tannic 

wine, loaded with black-cherry fruit. The structure 
is there to age awhile, and 15 months in 50% new 
French oak has added notes of coffee and dark choc-
olate. There’s a hint of tar, and overall an impres-
sion of bridled power. Drink now through 2025. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

93 Owen Roe 2014 Merriman Vineyard Clande-
boye Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Though 

not designated as such, this is a reserve-level effort, 
as noted by the special label (with Owen Roe in large, 
old-fashioned cursive lettering) and its overall con-
centration. Dense black fruits are strongly accented 
with flavors of espresso and baking spices. It’s a pow-
erful wine that is already drinking well, and should 
continue to do so into the late 2020s. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

93 Roco 2014 Ancient Waters Pinot Noir (Yam-
hill-Carlton). This intriguing new cuvée 

showcases the mineral-driven terroir of the con-
tributing vineyards, chosen for soils derived from 
ancient seabeds. Its chewy minerality wraps around 
tight blackberries, enhanced with a lick of dark choc-
olate threading through stiffening tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Sokol Blosser 2014 Blackberry Block Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). This particular block 

was first planted in 2007, so these are young vines. 
Sometimes fruit from young vines will burst forth 
in spectacular fashion, and that’s the case here. 
Supremely aromatic, this opens with a velvety mix 
of Asian spices, fruit leather, plum, cherry, cocoa 
powder and coffee grounds. All this and more can be 
tasted as well as sniffed, with excellent penetration 

through a lingering, cedary finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

93 Toil Oregon 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Young Pinot Noir can sometimes dazzle 

you with juicy expressive downright sensational 
fruit, as this does. Though tasted prior to its official 
release, the wine drinks beautifully, offering a big 
hit of citrus flesh and rind along with lovely rasp-
berry and blueberry fruit. It’s forward, fresh, bal-
anced tightly against its lush acidity, and is already 
just about irresistible. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

93 Vidon Vineyard 2014 Mirabelle Clone 115 
Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This sin-

gle-clone cuvée really shines in 2014, with concen-
trated berry and cherry fruit, accented with toasty 
oak. The persistence and follow-through takes you 
down a lush flavor trail, with touches of caramel, 
sassafras and cola along the way. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

92 Aberrant Cellars 2014 Confero Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). For full review see page 

9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $29 

92 Arbor Brook 2014 Origin 1866 Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Dark fruits, potent 

and polished, come cloaked in savory highlights, 
along with touches of molasses and Kahlua. It’s a 
substantial effort, with concentrated cherry com-
pote flavors at its core. Decant or cellar another 
couple of years for maximum impact. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $45 

92 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Jeffrey’s Block 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). For full review 

see page 10. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

92 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Krista’s Block 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). For full review 

see page 10. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $45 

92 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). For full review see 

page 10. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $60 

92 Élevée Winegrowers 2014 Élevée Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). This excellent 

boutique brand is slowly expanding, doubling the 
production of the estate wine in 2014, and adding 
two new vineyards to the mix in 2016. Consistent 
from vintage to vintage is the elegance and depth of 
detail, beginning with subtle, entwined fruit flavors 
of raspberry and cherry. Hints of dried herb, cigar 
box, and a touch of chocolate come up through the 
finish. The tannins are proportionate, though still a 

bit astringent, suggesting a few more years of bottle 
age would be beneficial. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

92 Iris Vineyards 2015 Bayliss-Bower Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Despite the 

rather high listed alcohol, this looks and feels ele-
gant, even refined. The well-balanced barrel treat-
ment puts highlights of toast and caramel around 
fruit flavors that sing of spicy plum cake. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

92 Iris Vineyards 2015 La Cantera Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This fas-

cinating, distinctive wine has a frame of grapefruity 
citrus around peppery pomegranates. It’s well knit, 
textural, and finishes with more citrus rind pheno-
lics. It’s sleek and polished, though not a opulently 
fruity as the listed alcohol might suggest. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

92 Ken Wright 2014 Guadalupe Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). There’s a light 

whiff of the chicken coop here, adding an unex-
pected note of earthiness to the fresh raspberry 
fruit. The flavors spread out horizontally across the 
palate, coating it completely and lingering with a 
finishing touch of mint chocolate cookie. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $63 

92 Ken Wright 2014 Latchkey Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). This is a recent addi-

tion to the winery’s expansive repertoire of single-
vineyard selections, and it offers a pretty mix of 
strawberry fruit in a toasty, pastry-flavored mode. 
It’s perfect for near-term drinking, fresh and deli-
cious, though lightly framed. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $63 

92 Laelaps 2015 Nemarniki Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Right on the heels 

of their excellent 2014 version, this ups the ante 
still further. Young and forward, it’s nonetheless 
well-balanced and ready for prime-time drinking. 
Bright raspberry and cherry fruit abounds, with the 
freshness and supporting acidity to age nicely for up 
to a decade. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $33 

92 Lenné Estate 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Yam-
hill-Carlton). This barrel selection is diffi-

cult to spot, because the word “estate” is just very 
lightly imprinted under the name Lenné. It’s clearly 
a bigger juicier more tannic wine than its excellent 
sibling, with deep flavors of raspberry fruit, high-
lights of white pepper, and acids that push the fla-
vors down through the palate. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

92 Megan Anne 2014 Lachini Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 
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92 Owen Roe 2014 Sojourner Vineyard Dijon 
Clone 115 Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). In 

2014 this vineyard designate has been further sub-
divided by clone. The Dijon 115 bottling brings a 
burst of fresh raspberry fruit, detailed and perfectly 
set against balancing acidity. It’s still quite young, 
but has the polish and promise of further richness 
with additional bottle age. Drink 2020 through 
2030. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

92 Owen Roe 2014 The Kilmore Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Sourced from several 

vineyards within the AVA, this shows lightly pep-
pery Bing cherries with streaks of sassafras, cola 
and dark chocolate. The wine gains amplitude and 
weight as it breathes open. The finish brings flavors 
of cherry pie and a hint of butter. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

92 Quintet 2014 Lichtenwalter Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). For full review see page 

12. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

92 Sokol Blosser 2014 Made With Organic 
Grapes Estate Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). For 

full review see page 12. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

92 Styring 2013 Signature Pinot Noir (Ribbon 
Ridge). Sexy and seductive, this melds 

cherry fruit with a touch of white pepper, blossom-
ing into a full midpalate with length and power. 
There’s a buttery softness, and a dash of caramel, 
making this ready to go for immediate enjoyment. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

92 The Four Graces 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This reserve begins as a 

vineyard-block selection, and spends nine months 
in 100% French oak. It’s bright and brambly, meld-
ing citrus skins and oils, fresh raspberries and 
cherries, and a touch of chocolate. There’s a hint 
of dustiness as well, and it’s drinking quite well 
already: no need to wait. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Vidon Vineyard 2014 Brigita Clone 777 Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). These 15-year-

old vines deliver additional complexity, further 
enhanced by native yeast fermentation. This is 
a delicate wine, but not a wimpy one. Tart berry 
and cranberry fruit carries a taste of toasted grain 
as it does a graceful fade through the finish. Give 
it plenty of air and it really opens up! Drink now 
through 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

92 Vidon Vineyard 2014 Hans Clone Pommard 
Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). All Pom-

mard clone, this is loaded with juicy mixed fruits, 
principally plum, cherry and raspberry. It fills the 

palate, with lemony acids underpinning, and does 
a smooth fade-out with a touch of gun metal. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

91 Arbor Brook 2012 Estate 777 Block Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Produced from a 

single clone—Dijon 777—this late release has a hint 
of leather around candied cherry fruit, mixed with 
sweetened cranberry. It’s concentrated and rounded 
off, with brown spice highlights. Drink now to 2020. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

91 Brigadoon 2014 Taproot Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This is a barrel selection from 

vines approaching 20 years of age. It’s still quite 
tight, yet showing deeper riper fruit flavors than the 
Lylee. A judicious mix of cranberry, raspberry and 
black cherry, streaked with cola, contributes length, 
polish and texture to the finish. Drink 2018 through 
2025. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

91 Brooks 2014 Crannell Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 
Hills). Another of the single-vineyard Pinots 

from Brooks, this offers spicy cherry, chocolaty rai-
sins, and dusty tannins. It penetrates and lingers, 
showing a lot of baking spices from its 18 months in 
French oak. There’s a lick of sea salt caramel wrap-
ping up the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

91 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

91 Ken Wright 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). For full review see page 16. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Lenné Estate 2014 Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carl-
ton). This is most interesting, layered with 

strawberry fruit, sweet straw and light tannins. It’s 
deceptively light, yet elegant and able to sustain itself 
on through a compelling, structured finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

91 Lenné Estate 2014 Jill’s 115 Pinot Noir (Yam-
hill-Carlton). One of the winery’s single-clone 

bottlings, this brings tart strawberry and cranberry 
fruit into focus. It’s a young bright stylish effort, 
with a touch of chocolate and fine tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

91 Lenné Estate 2014 LeNez Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton). This fruit-forward, entry level 

release is nonetheless all estate grown and spent 
just under a year in French oak. It’s a supple fla-
vorful mix of plum and cherry fruit, accented with 
iron filings, lead pencil and dark chocolate. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Megan Anne 2014 Nysa Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

91 Owen Roe 2014 Durant Vineyards Clonmac-
nois Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). This is built for 

both immediate appeal and graceful aging. It’s toasty 
and chocolatey, smooth as silk, but with the depth 
and balance for further development. Not a big wine, 
but quite pretty, textural and detailed. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

91 Owen Roe 2014 Pinot Noir (Chehalem Moun-
tains). This is quite pretty, with a soft initial 

entry into strawberry fruit. There’s a touch of resin, 
a whisper of chocolate, and overall a delicate sen-
sibility, that gains strength and length with ample 
aeration. It exits smoothly with a finishing lick of 
caramel. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

91 Owen Roe 2014 Sojourner Vineyard Pommard 
Clone Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). In 2014 

this vineyard designate was further subdivided by 
clone. The Pommard bottling pushes big fruit front 
and center—a juicy mix of blood orange, red berries 
and cherries. There’s a certain stiffness to the tan-
nins still, but overall it’s finely proportioned and 
should be enjoyable through the mid-2020s. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

91 Quintet 2014 Flanerie Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Ribbon Ridge). Here on display are all the 

elegance, finesse and ultimate power possible in 
wines from this exceptional AVA. Tart raspberry 
fruit, stiff tannins and supporting acids are nuanced 
with citrus, herb and a light touch of vanilla. Drink 
this from 2020 to 2030. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

91 Sokol Blosser 2014 Hyland Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). A pretty soft-focus wine, this 

opens gracefully with cherry lollipop fruit, accented 
with chocolate-coated orange peel. It’s smooth, 
almost silky, showing just a hint of the granitic 
minerality that typifies this AVA. The wine spent 10 
months in 42% new oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Toil Oregon 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Toil spearheads an ambitious Oregon 

project for Chris Figgins (Leonetti Cellar and the 
Figgins Family). A new vineyard is being developed 
in the Chehalem Mountains; meanwhile grapes are 
sourced from Ribbon Ridge and the Eola-Amity Hills. 
This svelte generous wine still has some baby fat from 
barrel aging in 30% new French oak. Cherry, cola 
and toasty oak flavors come together with a touch of 
underbrush. It’s best to give this another year or two 
of bottle age. Drink it 2020 to 2026. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $50 

91 Trathen Hall 2014 Antiquum Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Still young and 

tight, this breathes open slowly, with bright and 
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expressive raspberry fruit. There’s a pleasantly but-
tery edge to the mouthfeel, and the tannins, though 
still stiff, are polished and nicely balance out the 
finish. Drink 2018 to 2026. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Bernau 
Block Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Hannah 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). For full review 

see page 17. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Youngberg Hill Vineyards 2014 Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This jumps up and 

grabs you by the nose immediately, with bright 
scents of fresh raspberries and highlights of coffee 
grounds. A lively wine, with immaculate fruit, the 
concentrated flavors blend strawberries and rasp-
berries, with supporting acids and just a nice touch 
of barrel flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Zenith 2014 Barrel Select Pinot Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). Tight and precisely hewn, this 

is crystal clear and medium weight while pushing 
strawberry and cherry fruit into the core. Its 14 
months in one-quarter new French oak added hints 
of vanilla custard. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Arbor Brook 2014 Heritage Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). A mix of Dijon and 

Pommard clones, this offers a tart tangy fruit mix of 
cranberry, plum and sour cherry. There’s a touch of 
freshly squeezed orange in the assertive acidity, and 
the impression is of a young, sassy, bright, forward, 
and juicy wine set up to go with roast fowl and a 
side of cranberry sauce. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

90 Brigadoon 2015 La Chouette Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This young release 

is quite pretty, with full-bodied Bing cherry fruit 
that is lightly spicy and appealingly fresh. It’s burst-
ing with just-picked flavor, the sort of ebullient fla-
vor you’ll find in young Pinots that have somehow 
avoided the teenage funk. It’s balanced and flinty, 
finishing lightly toasty. Drink now or tuck away for 
drinking after 2020. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

90 Brooks 2014 La Chenaie Pinot Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). Just three barrels were made 

of this rather unusual wine. It’s a seemingly dispa-
rate mix of raspberries, gun metal, dried seaweed 
and carpaccio, yet somehow it all comes together. 
The length is impressive. This is one of those wines 
that will thrill some tasters and puzzle others. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $48 

90 Brooks 2014 Rastaban Pinot Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). This reserve-level wine, from 

the estate vineyard, is certified biodynamic. Smooth 
and sweetly spicy, it compounds raspberry pastry 
with hints of crumb cake and brown sugar. The fin-
ish seems to hit a bit of a wall, and resonates with a 
touch of metal. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $55 

90 Carabella 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). This blend of seven clones, all 

estate grown, comes together with well-integrated 
berry and cherry fruit. There’s a pleasantly dusty 
note, a touch of brown spices, and just a hint of heat 
in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

90 love & squalor 2014 Temperance Hill Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Just a 

single barrel of this designate was bottled—too bad, 
as it’s a tasty wine with bold fruit flavors of cran-
berry and cherry. Baking spices and a streak of cola 
come through also, and this should drink nicely into 
the mid-2020s. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

90 love & squalor 2013 Antsy Pants Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Focused and elegant, 

this aromatic wine rewards your sniff test with 
highlights of pine needle and resin, along with beet 
root and a slight impression of wax. It’s a bit stiff 
and tight, and should be decanted if you are drink-
ing it any time before 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $48 

90 Marshall Davis 2014 Beacon Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Single (777) 

clone, half new French oak, packed with flavor—this 
is ready to go. Concentrated flavors of black cherry, 
cola and vanilla, adorned even further with dusty 
sweet spices, make this a grab-and-go kind of wine. 
There’s a lightly funky umami character to the finish, 
along with more barrel notes of coffee and caramel. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

90 Omero 2014 Ribbon Ridge Pinot Noir (Rib-
bon Ridge). This cuvée gets some extra time 

in 40% new wood, and is bottled unfiltered. Plush 
blackberry and black cherry fruit flavors, accented 
with streaks of cola and chocolate, capture your 
attention. It’s a rich tasty forward immediately 
enjoyable bottle, so go for it now through 2020. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Rocky Point 2012 La Colina Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). Released three years 

ago, this is drinking at or near its peak. The fruit 
remains lush, with herbal threads tied throughout, 
and a pleasing scent and streak of tobacco. Black-
cherry flavors push into velvety tannins, with a fin-
ishing touch of licorice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Soléna 2015 Prince Hill Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This is the best of the 2015 

vineyard designates from Soléna. It’s a pretty wine 
with bright raspberry fruit. There’s a gentle touch 
of stem, which helps to frame it, and a dark vein 
of espresso and cacao running through the tannins. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

90 Territorial 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Here is a well-priced example of the 

outstanding 2014 Oregon Pinots. Black cherry and 
pomegranate fruits make for a juicy fresh fruit-
driven palate. There’s a touch of cola and caffè latte 
as well. It’s seen 20% new French oak, to good 
effect. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

90 The Four Graces 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Complex aromatics link notes of 

pine needle, chocolate cherry bark and pepper. In 
the mouth it’s smooth and supple, graceful and pol-
ished. It finishes slightly chalky and citrusy. Drink 
up by 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

90 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 Tualatin 
Estate Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). For 

full review see page 21. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

89 Brooks 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This value offering spent almost a year in 

French oak, and went through native yeast fermen-
tation. The added nuances amplify a full-bodied, 
cherry-flavored wine, with streaks of clean earth 
and clay. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

89 Carabella 2014 Inchinnan Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). This is indicated as a 

reserve-level selection, but at the moment remains 
unfocused, and even a bit dilute. Tart fruits and 
tight tannins never quite fit together. The drying 
finish carries a hint of wet cement. Give this at least 
another year or two of bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

89 love & squalor 2014 Sunny Mountain Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Small 

production (one barrel!) single-vineyard Pinots are 
challenging, as there is no wiggle room via blending. 
This comes out crisp and focused, with light cherry 
fruit and ample flavors of tea, herb and leaf. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $52 

89 Megan Anne 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The Willamette Valley blend is just 

one of four debut releases from this new Oregon 
project. Mark McNeilly (of Mark Ryan Winery) is 
the owner/winemaker, and his skills producing full-
bodied robust reds are put to good use here. Ripe 
cherry and brambly strawberry fruit blends seam-
lessly with sweet vanilla, coconut and tobacco, from 
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16 months in 20% new and 80% once-used oak. 
Drink 2018 to 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

89 Melrose 2015 Pinot Noir (Umpqua Val-
ley). Round and fruity, this differs from 

Willamette Valley Pinots, in that it’s broad, fruit-
driven, perhaps less complex but readily accessible 
and quite delicious immediately. Cherry lollipop, 
oranges and light tropical-fruit flavors abound. 
Drink while it’s young and fresh—slightly chilled if 
you wish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $22 

89 Rocky Point 2013 La Colina Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). This mixes darker 

shades of berry and cherry fruit, with a streak of 
tobacco and well-managed tannins. It’s polished 
and carries moderate weight through the finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $65 

89 Rocky Point 2011 Le Cadeau Vineyard Lot 
50 Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This 

is aged four years prior to release, which proves a 
benefit here, as it helps tame the spicy wild-berry 
flavors. The aromatics offer an olfactory tapestry of 
orange peel, violets, sandalwood, cherry cola and 
more. It’s balanced and sophisticated, offering many 
subtle pleasures. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $65 

89 Soléna 2015 Zena Crown Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Earthy flavors of beet 

root and black cherry combine here, and the wine 
carries on with dark flavors and substantial tannins. 
Astringent black tea highlights resonate through the 
finish. Give this ample decanting and/or a couple 
more years of bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $48 

89 Spindrift Cellars 2013 Woodhall Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). The oak 

peeks through, set against proportionate strawberry 
and cherry fruit which has been lightly ripened. It’s 
not a big wine, but it is balanced, and was barrel-
aged for 18 months in a percentage of French oak. It 
should drink well now through 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

89 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2015 Found-
ers’ Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Despite the reserve designation, this is a tasting-
room-only wine. It’s rather light and elegant in style, 
with a raspberry veneer over sturdy herbal tannins. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

89 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2014 AVA 
Series Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). This is a 

single-vineyard wine, sourced from Luminous Hills. 
A sharp slightly bitter stem flavor underscores tart 
berry fruit. It’s stiff and focused, not really showing 
much impact from 14 months in 43% new French 

oak. Give this another year or two of bottle age and 
open after 2018. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

89 Zenith 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 
Hills). It’s rare to find estate-grown, Willa-

mette Valley Pinot, from a vineyard in high demand, 
made by a top-tier winemaker, at this price. Still 
young, tight and tart, this is a very pretty wine, 
with tangy cherry fruit, a touch of rhubarb pie, and 
plenty of acidity. Another year or two of bottle age 
would be optimal. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Brigadoon 2014 Lylee Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The first release annually from the 

estate vineyard, this is a solid effort, seemingly 
infused with scents and flavors of pine needle, pine 
tar, earth and bark. The fruit is in the background, 
and leans toward cranberry and brambly blackberry. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $23 

88 Brooks 2015 Runaway Red Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Named for a barrel that once 

rolled off a cliff, this forward fruity wine blends 
numerous sources to craft an easy-drinking, no-
frills style. Think a strawberry lollipop in a glass, 
and you’re on the right track. That’s not to say it 
lacks concentration, but its strength is the pretty 
fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $23 

88 Bryn Mawr Vineyards 2014 Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Wild blackberry fruit and 

savory, dried-leaf highlights take hold here. The 
tannins are drying, tea-like, and there’s a pleasant, 
earthy note carrying into the finish. The wine is 
60% estate fruits, and spent nine months in 30% 
new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $28 

88 Carabella 2014 Plowbuster Pinot Noir (Ore-
gon). The Plowbuster blends in Southern 

Oregon Pinot with the Willamette Valley fruit—a 
winning combo in many value-priced offerings. 
There’s ample acidity and drying tannins, in a 
gulpable wine that is zippy with fresh raspberry and 
cherry-fruit flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $20 

88 Jezebel 2015 Pinot Noir (Oregon). It’s rare 
to find Willamette Valley fruit (70%!) 

included in a Pinot Noir at this price. This well-
made wine offers red-plum fruit, annotated with 
lemon, orange and tangerine. The impression is 
of substantial acidity, in a tasty young wine that 
punches through the palate with authority and 
verve. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 love & squalor 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This six-vineyard blend bears a 

sharp herbal edge that adds grip to the tannins. Beet 
and green tea flavors mix with tart wild berry fruit. 

Another year or two of bottle age is recommended. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

88 Lujon 2015 Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 
Dundee Hills Pinot doesn’t come along at 

this price very often. This is classy and well defined. 
Strong citrus flavors frame a core of plum and choc-
olate. It will benefit from another couple of years of 
bottle aging. Drink 2018 to 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

88 Omero 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
There’s nothing fancy here, including the 

modest price, but you can happily put this up against 
any mass-market Pinot in the same range and it will 
shine. Native yeasts and aging in a mix of concrete 
and neutral wood let the fruit be the star—pure pur-
ple berries and ample supporting acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 River’s Edge 2014 Elkton Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(Elkton Oregon). This value-oriented 

release spent time in one-fifth new oak, and it shows 
nicely in the nose and the flavor. Ample red fruits are 
coated with sweet toast and a touch of ginger cookie. 
The wine has excellent length and polish, especially 
at this price point. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $20 

88 Sokol Blosser 2014 Evolution Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This vintage-dated Pinot 

Noir is the newest addition to the Evolution lineup. 
Tart and tangy, its light and lively pomegranate and 
raspberry flavors come from grapes principally fer-
mented in stainless steel. In your wine-drinking 
pantheon, it might find a comfortable place along-
side a cru Beaujolais. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Soléna 2015 Domaine Danielle Laurent Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). A common thread 

among the 2015 Soléna Pinots is a stiff herbal beet 
flavor rather than fully ripe berry fruit. This tilts 
into cranberry and very tart raspberry, but finishes 
astringent and hard. Give it plenty of decanting (two 
or three hours) to help it open up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

88 Spindrift Cellars 2014 OSU Woodhall III Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This 

limited offering, based upon a portion of 35-year-
old vines, shows a chewy mix of red fruits that are 
rather bright and spicy. It’s a bit reductive (and 
screwcaps can bring that out), with hints of plastic, 
that will need aggressive decanting. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

87 2Hawk 2015 Pinot Noir (Rogue Valley). The 
strawberry fruit shows a wild herbal side, 

with a touch of toasted grain. The tannins are firm 
and the finish carries a hint of chicken broth. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 
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87 Apolloni 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Tart and fruity, this mixes straw-

berry and citrus flavors. There is some indication 
of stem contact, and the tannins have some grip to 
them. Drink now through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

87 Brooks 2014 Big Cheese Pinot Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). As with the other single-vine-

yard wines from Brooks, this was give 18 months 
in French oak, and shows strong accents of baking 
spices and plum cake. The fruit leans toward raisins 
and figs—just on the edge of overripe—and contin-
ues into a finish with vanilla wafer and macaroons. 
There’s a lot going on, but it has not (yet) knit 
together. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

87 Cathedral Ridge 2013 Dampier Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Columbia Gorge). This is a pleas-

ant bottle, with delicate fruit flavors that suggest 
watermelon and strawberry—nothing riper. There’s 
a distinct impression of white balsamic vinegar, 
adding a high-toned lift that’s just on the edge of 
too much, at least for some tasters. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $32 

87 Dion 2014 Winemaker’s Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). This is already 

showing the changes in aroma and color that usu-
ally accompany a much older wine. It’s drinking 
quite well, with mature flavors of strawberry fruit 
pastry, lightly dusted with baking spices. The score 
reflects its limited aging potential, as the window 
for enjoyment seems already to be closing. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

87 Montinore 2012 Graham’s Block 7 Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Tart cranberry and 

raspberry fruit comes with a touch of caramel cof-
fee. It’s medium bodied and should be consumed 
within the next two or three years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

87 Montinore 2012 Parson’s Ridge Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Cranberry fruit, sharp 

and tangy, is accented with darker notes of coffee. 
Tannins are earthy and finish slightly bitter. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

87 Oregon Trails 2015 OTWC Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This young release carries 

strong scents and flavors of cranberry, along with 
the sharp acidic attack that implies, which quali-
fies it as a good choice for many fatty dishes. It’s 
rather simple, fruity, with no hint of new oak. Drink 
up while it’s young and fresh. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $20 

87 Soléna 2015 Hyland Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). This vineyard, and the AVA 

it occupies, is often characterized by some sharp 
metallic mineral-driven flavors. Here it seems just 

marginally ripe, with beet, black tea and metal dom-
inating the astringent finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

87 Sparkman 2013 L’Autre Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Temperance Hill grapes are 

sourced for this Pinot Noir project. Barrel spices 
dominate, with tart berry fruit in the background. 
It’s a solid effort, though it thins out and feels a bit 
stripped in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

87 Stolen Identity 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). You’ll have to look in the very lower 

left hand corner of the back label to spot the vintage 
on this bottle (2014). The soft cherry fruit has a but-
tery mouthfeel. The wine is lightly toasty and emi-
nently accessible. Drink now through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Youngberg Hill Vineyards 2014 Bailey Block 
Pinot Noir (McMinnville). The most recent 

planting at the estate vineyard gets its own des-
ignate. It’s 100% Dijon 777 clone, and the flavors 
push stem and rock and forest floor front and cen-
ter. For some tasters, that’s enough; for others, a bit 
more actual fruit would be welcome. Right now it’s 
a stiff, herbal wine that’s already showing signs of 
drying out. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

86 60 Souls 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Fresher is better as a general rule for 

inexpensive Oregon Pinots, so grab this new release 
for near-term drinking. Light red fruits and a dash 
of chocolate carry the flavors, with a slight hint of 
bouillon to wrap it up. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

86 Louloute 2015 Pinot Noir (Oregon). Just 
barely out of barrel when released, this will 

surely benefit from another year or so in bottle. The 
watermelon and strawberry fruit is pretty and light, 
and the acids have a peachy tang, but the mouthfeel 
is not yet quite integrated. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $23 

86 Vercingetorix VX 2014 Reserve Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This reserve offers 

rather light strawberry fruit, and some highlights of 
tobacco and milk chocolate. It spent 18 months in 
one-third new French oak. Despite the reserve tag 
and the excellent vintage, it comes across as simple 
and a bit dilute. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

85 60 Souls 2014 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Tight and herbal, this budget bottle 

brings a taste of wild strawberries, along with 
chewy tea-infused tannins. The finish conveys an 
impression of chicken broth more than fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

85 Castle Rock 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This value brand makes a number 

of West Coast Pinots, with mixed results. Here are 
very strong, dominating flavors of vanilla and break-
fast tea, of the sort often associated with oak addi-
tions during the winemaking process. Don’t look for 
any specific Willamette Valley character here. It’s a 
light generic red, tasting mostly of vanilla. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Montinore 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This is labeled reserve, but 

it’s a tart austere wine with little charm. The diluted 
raspberry fruit carries a metallic note through the 
finish. Note that the front label correctly says it’s a 
2014, while the side (back) label mistakenly reads 
2013. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

85 Montinore 2013 Cataclysm Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). It’s not clear what separates 

this from some of the other estate-grown cuvées. 
The thin strawberry fruit accompanies rather 
stemmy tannins and a green vegetal streak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

85 Vercingetorix VX 2014 Caroline’s Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Past vintages of 

this cuvée have been delightful, but this one hits a 
speed bump. Diluted fruit flavors conjure up memo-
ries of cherry Kool-Aid, with a spare hint of choco-
late. The wine has no depth, and not much flavor. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

84 Harry & David 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir (Ore-
gon). Traces of light cherry fruit give way 

quickly to a thin dilute finish. This is marginally 
riper than the non-reserve 2014 Pinot Noir. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

84 Montinore 2014 Red Cap Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This brings off-putting 

aromas of barnyard, compost and rubber, without 
the fruit to compensate. Thin dilute berry flavors 
are buried in the mix, and it feels flat in the mouth. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 Vercingetorix VX 2014 Auzriel Pinot Noir 
(Oregon). This spent 16 months in neutral 

oak, and it shows some muted scents that may be 
attributed to those barrels. Earthy unripe fruit, 
tasting mainly of apple skins, also sends up light 
whiffs of fish oil. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

83 Cathedral Ridge 2013 Bangsund Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Columbia Valley). Sometimes 

high-toned volatile wines can benefit from the 
added lift to the nose and the fruit, but here it’s a 
bit out of hand. The volatility carries into the fla-
vors, brightening the tart fruit but tasting too close 
to nail polish in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 
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83 Tangley Oaks 2014 Lot #25 Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Despite a good track record 

producing California Pinot Noir, Tangley Oaks’ foray 
north into the Willamette Valley does not impress. 
It tastes and smells of mushroom compost, with no 
hint of any definitive fruit, no suggestion of varietal 
character. Two bottles tasted, same results. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

82 Bradley 2014 Pinot Noir (Elkton Oregon). 
Despite its relative youth and tongue-crush-

ing alcohol, this is already dried out, and oaky to 
a fault. It’s a rough go all around, especially for a 
Pinot Noir. —P.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $28 

82 Bradley 2013 Pinot Noir (Elkton Oregon). The 
oak is rough and rustic and blows away all 

fruit and nuance. There’s a whiff of leathery barn-
yard also. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $24 

82 Harry & David 2014 Pinot Noir (Oregon). 
Dilute and slightly bitter, this does not 

reflect the warm near-perfect 2014 vintage. Thin 
generic red fruit comes and goes quickly, with 
earthy, stemmy tannins left to finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $25 

81 Rascal 2015 Pinot Noir (Oregon). This is sour, 
bitter and just all-around dull tasting. A 

charmless wine. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

90 Marshall Davis 2014 Seven Hills Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). 

Blackberry, anise and spice aromas are followed by 
rich full-fruit flavors. It’s made in a hedonistic style 
that doesn’t hold back. —S.S. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $36 

83 Harry & David 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Southern Oregon). This looks dark and 

has the listed alcohol to suggest a wine with some 
muscle, but it’s not in the glass. It’s tannic, herbal, 
astringent and quick to the finish line. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

82 Cathedral Ridge 2012 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Columbia Valley). This pure varietal 

bottling spent two years in barrel. It’s extremely 
leathery, dried out, and smells and tastes of the 
tack room. This is not terroir. It’s most likely barrel-
related. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

81 Cathedral Ridge 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The leathery aromas and 

flavors all but obliterate the fruit, and turn the tan-
nins chewy and bitter. There’s a bare hint of cassis—
that’s about it. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $38 

MALBEC

87 Season 2013 Malbec (Southern Oregon). 
Blended with 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this 

medium-weight effort carries scents of tomato leaf 
and Mediterranean herbs. Those highlights con-
tinue into the palate, with pomegranate fruit and a 
dry pleasant lightly herbal character. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

87 Valley View 2014 Pioneer Label Malbec (Ore-
gon). Besides the Malbec, there is also 12% 

Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend. The grapes are 
from the Gold Vineyards in the Rogue Valley. Aged 
13 months in French oak, it’s showing a big burst of 
vanilla in both nose and flavor, along with cranberry 
fruit and some rugged dusty tannins. Another year 
of bottle age would help to integrate the oak a bit 
further. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

84 Cathedral Ridge 2014 Echo Vineyard Malbec 
(Columbia Valley). Astringent purple-black 

in hue, yet somehow not quite fully ripe, this sports 
a full range of herbal flavors, dried leaves, wet stems 
and toasted grains. There’s not much in the way of 
fruit however, and the wine seems manipulated. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $58 

MERLOT

86 Cricket Hill 2009 Merlot (Applegate Valley). 
Apparently this is the current release. The 

winery aims at a Right Bank, Bordeaux-style pro-
file. At this advanced age the wine is showing some 
bricking at the edges, with mature drying fruit and a 
big dose of barrel. Smoky, oaky and toasty, it’s a wine 
to drink up, perhaps with a big steak dinner. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

85 Cathedral Ridge 2013 Reid Vineyard Merlot 
(Columbia Valley). Exceedingly dark, with 

chewy herbal tannins and high-toned somewhat 
volatile aromas, this is a wine that has not knit 
together. Black cherry, kirsch, fig and balsamic ele-
ments are scattered about, but nothing holds the 
center. Best to drink up soon. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

84 Harry & David 2014 Merlot (Southern Ore-
gon). The alcohol would indicate a level 

of ripeness which does not register in terms of fla-
vor or density. Thin generic red fruit has a slightly 
burnt edge to it, and it fades out quickly. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

SYRAH

89 Abacela 2013 Barrel Select Syrah (Umpqua 
Valley). Spicy and aromatic, this displays 

an aggressive streak of vanilla extract, perhaps from 

aging in one-quarter new French oak. Past that it 
opens into lush black-cherry fruit, with a lingering, 
concentrated finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $29 

88 Melrose 2015 Syrah (Umpqua Valley). Young 
and spicy, this is bursting with bright fruit 

flavors of cranberry and cherry. Flavors of cola and 
Dr. Pepper come through also, and the up-front 
freshness carries throughout. Enjoy this lovely wine 
now through 2018. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

87 Cowhorn 2013 21 Syrah (Applegate Val-
ley). Syrahs can be exceptional at this bio-

dynamic estate, but this one is merely good. Tight 
and herbal, it shows traces of blackberry fruit, but 
the earthy components dominate. It was fermented 
with roughly two-fifths whole clusters, and spent 
nine months in 40% new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $45 

86 Troon 2014 Reserve Syrah (Applegate Val-
ley). This is a big tannic rustic wine, loaded 

with dark, bitter flavors. Cassis, espresso, smoke 
and charred earth all combine to carry through an 
astringent, tannic finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

84 Cathedral Ridge 2013 Moody Vineyard 
Reserve Syrah (Columbia Valley). Sweet 

grapey high-toned fruit flavors are the best things 
here. But along with the fruit come volatile aromas, 
leathery, bitter tannins, and a residual impression of 
balsamic vinegar. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $48 

TEMPRANILLO

91 Abacela 2014 Fiesta Tempranillo (Umpqua 
Valley). Fiesta is the lightest, most fruit 

forward of the four different Tempranillos from 
 Abacela. In a great year such as this, it’s also sub-
stantial and authoritative, with deeply driven fla-
vors of red and blueberry fruit, a whiff of oak and 
slightly grainy tannins. This wine clearly over-
delivers for the price. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $23 

88 2Hawk 2014 Limited Reserve Tempranillo 
(Southern Oregon). All estate fruit goes into 

this reserve, which was tasted a few months ahead 
of its official release. It’s tight and herbal, with stiff 
tannins streaked with tobacco and vanilla. Give it 
another year or two of bottle age, and drink 2018 
to 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $45 

87 Valley View 2014 Pioneer Label Tempranillo 
(Oregon). Production is up and the price 

down on this joven-styled Tempranillo. Though 
labeled simply Oregon, it’s Applegate Valley fruit, 
lightly aromatic with generic red-wine flavors. What 
elevates it is a strong sense of underlying minerality, 
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that keeps the finish from tailing off immediately. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $20 

87 Zenith 2014 Estate Tempranillo (Eola-Amity 
Hills). Tempranillo has become a mainstay 

red grape in southern Oregon, but it’s a rarity fur-
ther north. Light toasty fruit flavors suggest tart 
raspberry with a hint of wood from 14 months in 
20% new American oak barrels. The low alcohol 
and high acid suggest that this wine should be con-
sumed over the next two or three years. —P.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $30 

86 2Hawk 2014 Tempranillo (Southern Ore-
gon). From purchased (non-estate) grapes, 

this shows strong scents and flavors of raw wood, 
which tend to overtake the lighter plum and cherry 
fruit. Tannins are a bit rough also, astringent with a 
touch of black tea. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

85 Valley View 2013 Anna Maria Tempranillo 
(Rogue Valley). This is overtaken with 

unripe flavors of tomato and underbrush. There’s 
little suggestion of fresh fruit. Aged 14 months in 
one-use French oak, it finishes quickly with earthy 
tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $18 

RED BLENDS

90 Abacela NV Vintner’s Blend #16 Red 
(Umpqua Valley). Roughly half estate-

grown Tempranillo, this smooth and deeply-fruited 
red includes small amounts of 10 other grapes. For 
all that it’s complete, complex and composed, with 
pomegranate jam, loganberries, polished tannins 
and prolonged power. Drink now through 2020. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

89 Styring 2013 Fearless Red (Ribbon Ridge). 
Styring also makes a wine called Reckless, 

so you get a sense of where this unusual blend is 
coming from. Big cherry fruit is adorned with notes 
of citrus and pine needle, and one senses that the 
addition of 10% Petit Verdot has stiffened up the 
finish. If you had to describe it, it’s Pinot Noir on 
steroids, with all that implies. —P.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

88 Styring 2012 Reckless Red (Columbia Valley). 
This blend of Petit Verdot (65%) and Cab-

ernet Sauvignon is an aromatic brooder, with notes 
of lemon peel, flowers and cherry. Bright acidity liv-
ens up the palate, which is full of cherry flavors and 
well-integrated tannins. Put it on the dinner table 
to see it at its best. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

86 2Hawk NV Red-Tail Red v.2 (Rogue Valley). 
This Bordeaux blend is 60% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 30% Merlot and 5% each Cab Franc and 

Petit Verdot. Dry and astringent, it opens with a 
burst of pretty cherry fruit. As it breathes, some 
green-bean aromas and flavors develop. Best to 
drink this by the end of 2017. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

85 Season 2013 Phoenix (Southern Oregon). 
The winery calls this a Super-Tuscan blend, 

a bit of a stretch with 33% Carmenère along with 
57% Sangiovese and 5% each Syrah and Malbec. 
There is a strong streak of green bean that goes 
so far as to hint at asparagus and drying tannins 
through an earthy finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $36 

85 Troon 2014 Reserve G-S-M (Southern Ore-
gon). Dark and musky, this is an unabash-

edly earthy wine, with a rough, somewhat disjointed 
mouthfeel. Though labeled GSM, it’s principally a 
Syrah/Mourvèdre blend, with just a splash of Gre-
nache. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

85 Upper Five 2014 Oso Grande (Rogue Valley). 
This Grenache/Syrah/Tempranillo blend is 

already showing hints of oxidation. The toasty nose 
brings scents of sweet baking spices and orange 
liqueur as well, but the fruit is dried out and the 
finish astringent and attenuated. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

83 Harry & David 2014 Ross Lane Red (Southern 
Oregon). Among the components are Mer-

lot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Mal-
bec, with one-quarter of the blend listed simply as 
“more.” It’s dark in hue and light in flavor, with thin 
citrus flavors dominating. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Abacela 2014 Barrel Select Graciano 
(Umpqua Valley). Rare in Oregon (or any-

where this side of the Atlantic), this Graciano 
pushes a mix of pomegranate, cranberry and rasp-
berry fruit front and center. It dips in the midpalate, 
then re-gathers with a mix of tea, coffee grounds 
and dark chocolate wrapping up the finish. Put this 
ringer into your next tasting of Spanish wines and 
you’ll stump everyone. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

90 Cathedral Ridge 2013 Hillside Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Columbia Valley). Far and away the 

best red in the winery’s entire lineup, this deeply 
fruity wine is loaded with concentrated blackberry 
flavors. It’s a dark and stormy night of a wine, with 
thick tarry tannins and a streak of espresso to wrap 
it up. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

89 Abacela 2014 Barrel Select Garnacha 
(Umpqua Valley). The minerality jumps out 

here, in both the aroma and the palate presence. 

Cranberry fruit, a touch of nutmeg, and a finish that 
is quite astringent complete the picture. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $29 

88 2Hawk 2014 Cabernet Franc (Rogue Valley). 
The fruit here is plenty ripe, with flavors of 

raspberry jam. Tannins are also substantial, and the 
scents and flavors leave an impression of slightly 
burnt coffee, underscored with graphite. This defi-
nitely needs decanting and/or aggressive aeration. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

88 Abacela 2013 Barrel Select Dolcetto 
(Umpqua Valley). Tannic and savory, this 

is more in the house style than a reflection of any 
European Dolcetto you may have experienced. Dark 
fruits, espresso and astringent tannins comprise the 
palate, with those tannins overtaking the fruit as it 
fades at the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Omero 2015 Gamay Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Spicy, peppery and potent, this brings 

young fruit flavors of tangy cherry and apple. 
It’s young enough that a certain grapey charac-
ter remains, like a Beaujolais nouveau. Drink now 
through 2019. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Season 2014 Limited Edition Series Carme-
nère (Southern Oregon). This is a yes/no 

sort of grape, as far as individual preferences go. 
If you are a yes, this is a good one. It captures and 
contains the varietal streak of herb and stem, with 
ample tart berry fruit to balance. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $38 

86 Melrose 2013 Baco Noir (Umpqua Valley). 
Dark, tannic and earthy, this pure varietal 

wine brings up flavors somewhat akin to Washing-
ton’s Lemberger. The sour-cherry fruit is wrapped 
in broad flavors of forest floor and wet leaves. 
There’s a bit of a hole in the middle, which might be 
nicely filled with a good hamburger. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

SWEET WINES

92 Valley View 2012 Anna Maria Late Harvest 
Sauvignon Blanc (Rogue Valley). This thick, 

toasty dessert wine spent more than two years in 
new French oak. It works. Buttery and rich, it gains 
significant concentration after blowing past some 
volatile aromas. Toasted nuts abound, and the silky 
finish lingers. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 9% Price: $26/375 ml 

87 Styring 2015 Afterglow Dessert Riesling (Rib-
bon Ridge). Finished at 185 g/L residual 

sugar, this is produced cryogenically (meaning fro-
zen, then pressed). It’s on the sugary side of sweet, 
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with simple flavors of lemon tea and rock candy. 
—P.G. 
abv: 10.9% Price: $40/375 ml 

FORTIFIED WINE

84 Harry & David 2013 Beeson Tempranillo Des-
sert Wine (Southern Oregon). This murky 

fortified wine pushes some blackberry fruit forward. 
The liquorous brandy flavors come up strongly, and 
the wine finishes with flavors of dried leaves. —P.G. 
abv: 18.8% Price: $20/500 ml 

VIRGINIA
CHARDONNAY

87 Stinson 2014 Chardonnay (Monticello). 
Bright in aromas of pineapple, lemon and 

green apple, but also boasting sweet cream and 
yeastiness, this wine is layered on the nose. Zippy 
and fresh, with ample acidity and flavors of subdued 
lemon and pineapple, it’s an easy wine to pair with 
dishes from halibut to a more robust pork chop. 
—C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

87 The Williamsburg Winery 2015 Acte 12 of 
1619 Chardonnay (Virginia). This wine has 

an intriguing bouquet of mango, straw and toasted 
nuts. Concentrated flavors of chamomile, lemon and 
a stony minerality mix playfully. Round in feel, with 
delicate acidity, the finish is smooth and dry. —C.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

87 The Williamsburg Winery 2015 Vintage 
Reserve Chardonnay (Virginia). Concen-

trated aromas of pineapple, banana and papaya 
meld harmoniously with notes of new oak. The pal-
ate is more oaky and nutty than fruity. It’s round 
and creamy in feel and offers a long and toasty fin-
ish. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

86 Bluestone 2014 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Shenandoah Valley). The nose of this wine 

is soft and toasty, with notes of sweet cream and 
butter. The creamy mouthfeel offers bursts of but-
tered popcorn, pineapple and toasted Challah. It’s a 
nice choice if you like a round, buttery Chardonnay. 
The flavors, however, don’t linger on the finish and 
instead turn slightly bitter. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

85 James River 2015 Reserve Chardonnay (Vir-
ginia). The aromas of this wine are rich, 

with sweet cream, butter, vanilla extract and pine-
apple. Butter is also very present on the palate, as 
is vanilla, overripe apple and some toasty charred 
oak. Medium in body, it feels creamy and round. The 
finish has a bit of a bitter seed or pit quality. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

85 New Kent 2015 Chardonnay (Virginia). Sub-
dued pineapple, lemon and orange blossom 

on the nose give way to similar notes on the palate, 
plus a slight guava note. Thin in feel, it does have a 
crispness that lasts through the tart finish. —C.D. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $20 

85 New Kent 2014 Reserve Chardonnay (Vir-
ginia). For full review see page 22. 

abv: 12.6% Price: $26 

83 James Charles 2015 Chardonnay (Virginia). 
This wine has muted aromas of lemon, lime 

and wet stone. Herbal and grassy lemon notes are 
crisp on the palate. The acidity comes off as austere 
on the extremely light body. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

83 Trump 2015 Estate Bottled Chardonnay 
(Monticello). Bursting with fruity aromas 

of peaches, peach ring candies and orange blossom, 
this is a fresh wine. Juicy mango and more peach 
unfold on the palate. The feel is thin and isn’t able 
to compete with the intense flavors and aromas, 
while the finish is tart and saccharine. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

OTHER WHITE WINES

87 Veramar 2015 Seyval Blanc (Virginia). This 
wine fills the senses with notes of grass, 

lemon curd, slate and unripe green apple. Flavors of 
peach-ring candies and lemon come though on the 
zesty and tangy palate. The finish is long and tingly, 
although the flavors quickly dissipate. —C.D. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $23 

86 New Kent 2015 Vidal Blanc (Virginia). For 
full review see page 22. 

abv: 12.6% Price: $22 

85 James River 2015 Vidal Blanc (Virginia). 
Intense aromas of green apple, lemon curd, 

lychee and lemongrass follow through to the palate 
alongside a hint of mango, which results in a tropi-
cal feel. Ripe and rich on the finish, it begs for a bit 
more acidic lift through the close. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

83 Narmada 2015 Virginia Mom White (Vir-
ginia). Intense aromas of peach and lemon-

lime are softened by notes of concrete and flint. On 
the palate, there is a muskiness that is eventually 
overpowered by guava, peach and sour apple, finish-
ing tart. —C.D. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $20 

83 Veramar NV Riesling-Vidal Blanc (Virginia). 
On the nose, this wine offers muted banana, 

lychee and pineapple. Flavors are tropical and over-
ripe, coating the mouth with plump papaya, passion 
fruit and guava. It’s a little heavy, needing a bit more 
acidic lift. —C.D. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $24 

SPARKLING WINE

86 Trump 2010 Sparkling Rosé (Monticello). 
This sparkling rosé has raspberry on the 

nose, with mid-range autolytic character and a little 
nuttiness. The palate contains more fruit, specifi-
cally strawberry, peaches and raspberry. There is a 
note of sourdough. Soft petillance and edgy acidity 
finish off the experience. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

ROSÉS

84 New Kent 2014 White Merlot Rosé (Virginia). 
This pale, cotton candy hued wine contains 

muted aromas of strawberry hull and raspberry. 
The flavors are ripe and fruity, with a hint of orange 
blossom. It’s light bodied, but the ripe-fruit sweet-
ness is almost textural. —C.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

84 New Kent 2014 White Norton Rosé (Virginia). 
This is an interesting rosé, with a light 

burnt-orange hue and an orange theme throughout. 
It’s evident from wild, sweet orange on the nose to 
clementine, orange blossom and orange candy fla-
vors on the palate. There are other aromas such as 
cherry cough drops and raspberries, while the pal-
ate is fruit forward, with flabby acidity. —C.D. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

82 Veramar NV Rosé (Virginia). This rosés aro-
mas are funky and pungent, with a prevalent 

roast-beef note. A muted black cherry flavor is over-
powered by iron ore. The finish is flat, begging for a 
bit more verve. —C.D. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $23 

CABERNET FRANC

90 Fabbioli Cellars 2012 Reserve Cabernet Franc 
(Virginia). This beauty is rich in raspberry 

and blackberry leaf aromas on the nose, which carry 
through to the palate and are joined by flavors of 
kirsch, clove, lavender and tobacco. Well integrated 
tannins and bright acidity lead to a long, smoky fin-
ish. —C.D. 
abv: NA Price: $35 

88 The Williamsburg Winery 2014 Limited 
Release Cabernet Franc (Virginia). Plum 

reigns supreme on the nose but there are also funky, 
earthy notes. The flavors are a lovely blend of red 
cherry, raspberry, rooibos tea, lavender and clove. 
This full-bodied wine has supple tannins and bright 
acidity, finishing long and dry. —C.D. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $36 

88 The Williamsburg Winery 2014 Trianon Cab-
ernet Franc (Virginia). This wine is lush, 

with aromas of brambly fruit, cassis, clove and rooi-
bos tea. A fresh blueberry flavor mingles nicely with 
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more rooibos and cassis notes on the palate. The 
tannins are smooth and well integrated, contribut-
ing to the polished finish. —C.D. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $40 

87 Cardinal Point 2014 Clay Hill Cabernet Franc 
(Monticello). This wine brings the funk (in 

a good, barnyard way) on the nose, along with some 
raspberry and blueberry aroams. The flavors are 
jammy, with plums and berries leading the way, but 
also contains baking spice and pie crust accents. 
Edgy acidity and a dense body give way to a long, 
jammy finish that ends in a burst of spice. —C.D. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

87 Veramar 2015 Cabernet Franc (Virginia). 
Striking aromas of lavender, church incense 

and kirsch are intense on the nose. All of these char-
acteristics carry through to the palate and are joined 
by fresh berry components. Light in body, this wine 
contains silky tannins and a bright lift. The finish is 
soft and subtle. —C.D. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $27 

86 Keswick Vineyards 2014 Estate Reserve Cab-
ernet Franc (Monticello). Blackberry and 

clove aromas are elevated by a hint of lavender on 
the nose. These notes carry through to the palate 
as well, along with a grape soda flavor. Smooth tan-
nins and ample acidity struggles to match the larger 
body. A hollow midpalate leads to a tart fruit finish. 
—C.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

86 Stinson 2014 Cabernet Franc (Virginia). This 
wine starts off with intriguing aromas of 

sour cherry, raspberry, amaretto and barnyard. Tart 
cherry and sandalwood whisper on the palate. The 
tannins are fine, yet astringent, and the finish is soft 
and medium in length. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

84 Lovingston 2015 Josie’s Knoll Cabernet Franc 
(Monticello). Lively aromas of cassis, red 

cherry and lavender are present on the nose. The 
flavors of tart cherry, violet and Cran-Grape are 
juicy and easygoing. A light wine, there is a fresh 
fruitiness but not a lot of acidic lift or tannic struc-
ture. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

84 Narmada 2014 Cabernet Franc (Virginia). 
On the nose, there is a keen note of charred 

oak. Underneath, there are faint black cherry and 
earthy, herbal accents. In flavor, it doesn’t contain 
much fruit—there is more charred oak and a but-
tery quality. The finish is plush, with sweet oak and 
spice. —C.D. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $29 

82 Narmada 2013 Reserve Cabernet Franc (Vir-
ginia). This wine starts off with great aro-

mas of baking spice, plum and vanillin. The palate 
has some nice fig and prune flavors, but there is also 
a charred oak note that is bitter. Disjointed in body, 

it has austere acidity, an opulent body and rough 
tannins. It finishes long, dry and bitter. —C.D. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $34 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

87 Casanel 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Middle-
burg). Lush blackberry, vanilla and baking 

spices entice the olfactory. These aromas carry 
through to the palate, where a clove flavor becomes 
more abundant. It offers grippy tannins and decent 
acidity, with a long, dry and spicy finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

85 James River 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon (Vir-
ginia). With notes of green pepper, clove 

and ripe plum, this wine is super herbacious and 
stalky on the nose. Green pepper is heavy on the 
palate as well, and mingles with blackberry, cur-
rant, white pepper, black pepper and some baking 
spices. The tannins and acidity are well integrated 
and lend to a long finish that ends on a charred-oak 
note. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

84 Narmada 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Vir-
ginia). This wine has intense aromas of 

blueberry pie and vanilla, along with a barnyard 
note. The palate is jammy in prune and baked berry 
flavors. There is a yeasty and resinous quality as 
well. The finish is long, tart and mouthwatering, 
with a charred-oak note on the back. —C.D. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $27 

81 Winery at La Grange 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Virginia). The nose on this wine is quite 

interesting, with a ripe cranberry scent and a prom-
inent note of marijuana. That herbal, grassy note 
is also the main player on the palate, as there’s not 
much fruit or other components to go with it. It’s 
light in body and tannin, with ample acidity. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

MERLOT

89 Veramar 2015 JB Winemaker Series Merlot 
(Virginia). This wine is lush, with aromas 

of cassis, lavender and kirsch enveloped in wafts of 
church incense. Bright cherry and violet meld with 
velvety tannins and delicate acidity. The finish is 
long and full of cedar and botanicals. —C.D. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

86 Lovingston 2015 Josie’s Knoll Merlot (Monti-
cello). Fruity aromas of blueberry pie, rasp-

berry and Cran-Grape Juice are palpable. Flavors in 
the same vein are jammy and spicy. Mouthwater-
ing acidity manifests itself in this full-bodied fruit 
bomb. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

85 The Williamsburg Winery 2014 Wessex Hun-
dred Merlot (Virginia). Bright red currant 

and Cran-Grape juice aromas battle it out with a 
rare meat note. Flavors of black cherry, red currant, 
flint, cedar and iron ore are set against smooth tan-
nins. The finish is long and woody. —C.D. 
abv: 11.6% Price: $24 

PETIT VERDOT

88 James Charles 2015 Petit Verdot (Virginia). 
This wine has a lovely bouquet of black-

berry, violet, lavender and church incense. They all 
translate onto the austere palate, with velvet tan-
nins. The finish is long, herbal and woody. —C.D. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $31 

87 Naked Mountain 2012 Petit Verdot (Virginia). 
This wine has a high-toned aroma of black 

cherry that follows through to the palate, where it 
melds with some sweet spice and iron notes. A full-
bodied wine, it has grippy tannins and ample acidity 
that carries through on the long finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

87 The Williamsburg Winery 2014 Wessex Hun-
dred Petit Verdot (Virginia). The nose of this 

wine is deep in blackberry and black cherry aromas 
that mingle effortlessly with cedar. A cedar flavor 
also comes through on the palate, blending with 
pomegranate and red plum. Structured tannins and 
soft acidity lead to a long, dry finish. —C.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $32 

MALBEC

88 Bogati 2015 Malbec (Virginia). Rich kirsch, 
red cherry and lavender aromas are intense 

on the nose. The palate offers similar notes, with a 
juicy cranberry flavor that brightens up the astrin-
gent tannins. The finish is alive in lingering berry 
flavors. —C.D. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

RED BLENDS

91 Stone Tower 2013 Hogback Mountain (Vir-
ginia). Woody notes of cedar and cigar box 

blend harmoniously with bright red currant and 
blackberry on the nose. Cigar box tones continue 
on to the palate, alongside flavors of black cherry, 
blackberry and Chinese five spice. The grippy tan-
nins are well matched with crisp acidity and lush 
body, while the finish is long, dry and spicy. —C.D. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $69 

90 Narmada 2014 Yash-Vir Red Table Wine (Vir-
ginia). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $38 

89 Boxwood 2014 Topiary Cabernet Franc-
Merlot (Middleburg). Lush blackberry and 

iron ore are the star aromas in this wine. Flavors of 
blackberry, baking spice and roast beef are juicy and 
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compelling. Lean acidity and grippy tannins lead to 
a long, dry and woody finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

89 Glen Manor 2013 Hodder Hill (Virginia). 
Fresh scents of cranberry and raspberry 

mingle with charred oak on the nose. Flavors of 
jammy plum, cassis, pipe tobacco and cedar are lus-
cious, but are framed by smooth tannins and fresh 
acidity. The finish is long, dry and toasty, with a 
burst of spice at the end. —C.D. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

89 Stinson 2013 Meritage (Monticello). This 
wine is teeming with black fruit, cassis and 

sage. The palate is a complex and evolving accom-
plishment—bright black cherry and sage meld with 
earthy notes of cedar and tobacco, all framed by 
structured tannins. The finish is long and woody. 
—C.D. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $32 

89 Trump 2014 New World Reserve (Monti-
cello). Dark fruit and violet aromas are 

muted under opulent notes of vanilla and oak. On 
the palate, skin-driven, dark fruit flavors combine 
with rough oak, while chewy tannins linger on the 
long, bitter finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

88 Boxwood 2014 Trellis (Middleburg). Fresh 
and bright, the nose of this wine is filled 

with bramble fruit, lavender and violet candy. The 
palate is racy, with red cherry, pomegranate, laven-
der and violet. Smooth tannins lead to a silky finish. 
—C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Narmada 2014 Mélange (Virginia). The nose 
of this wine is evocative of vanilla, cran-

berry, black berries, cedar wood and Nag Champa 
incense. Jammy blackberry, cedar, persimmon and 
pie spice flavors unfold on the palate. The tannins 
are smooth and silky, and aid in the long, spicy and 
woody finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $27 

87 The Williamsburg Winery 2014 Adagio (Vir-
ginia). Lovely aromas of bramble berries, 

cassis, fennel and baking spice give way to similar 
notes on the palate. There is also a lovely cedar fla-
vor that comes into play. The tannins are smooth 
and well integrated, while the medium-length finish 
offers a bright acidic lift. —C.D. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $72 

86 Boxwood 2014 Boxwood Red (Middleburg). 
Muted aromas of red currant, raspberry and 

baking spice comes forth more on the structured 
palate. Flavors also evoke something woody and 
tobacco like, with hints of cinnamon. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

85 Granite Heights 2010 Evening Serenade (Vir-
ginia). Aromas of Cran-Grape juice, cherry 

stones and stalkiness lead into a vegetal palate. 
There are also some nice cedar and baking spice 
notes. The tannins are grippy in this full-bodied 
wine, while the finish is long and dry, with green 
notes on the back. —C.D. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $41 

84 Veramar NV Rooster Red (Virginia). This 
wine is plush, with aromas of blueberry, 

blackberry and cranberry. There are also hints of 
sage and red currant on the nose. The palate has 
more cranberry—but a bit sour—along with tart 
cherry and charred oak, all framed by astringent 
tannins and mouthwatering acidity. The finish is 
flavorful, but short. —C.D. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $28 

83 James Charles 2015 Arrivato 1913 Ameritage 
(Virginia). This wine is jammy and synthetic 

on the nose, with cherry, concord grape jelly and red 
Jell-o notes. More grape jelly flavors unfold on the 
palate, along with cherry pie. It’s full bodied, but 
the tannins are harsh and the long finish is a touch 
warm. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

AMERICA
WHITE WINES

90 Sokol Blosser NV Evolution Lucky No. 9 
White (America). This nonvintage blend 

is best identified by its edtion number—this lat-
est being #20. It’s a runaway success, cleverly 
incorporating up to eight different varieties. Mix-
ing aromatic whites and fruit-powered grapes such 
as Chardonnay and Pinot Gris, it captures the best 
of both. Here the citrusy aromatics are principally 
from Muscat, while a touch of Sémillon adds a lick 
of lanolin to the tangy, juicy fruit. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2014 Proprietary 
Blend Vivacious White Table Wine (Amer-

ica). Aromas of corn silk, toast and stone fruit are 
followed by dry, somewhat lean seeming fruit fla-
vors. Floral notes persist on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

86 Rascal 2014 Pinot Gris (America). Light 
aromas of freshly cut, slightly oxidized red 

apple lead to medium- to full-bodied fruit flavors. It 
goes down easy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

RED WINES

90 Sokol Blosser NV Evolution Big Time Red 
(America). Like the Evolution White, this 

nonvintage blend is labeled by edition, this being 
the fifth. The blend includes Syrah, Sangiovese, 
Montepulciano and a splash of Evolution white. It’s 
built for quaffing, and would be just as comfortable 

in a camp-friendly bota bag as on your dinner table. 
Cranberry fruit underlined with a strong streak of 
slate keeps it fresh and lively. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Huston 2015 Chicken Dinner Red Wine 
(America). This blend of Cabernet Sau-

vignon, Merlot and Syrah offers appealing, fruit-
forward aromas of plum and blackberry. The flavors 
are direct and fruit filled, providing a lot of enjoy-
ment. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $18 

88 3 Horse Ranch Vineyards 2013 Beau Geste 
(America). A blend of fruit from Idaho, 

Washington and Oregon, this wine offers high 
toned, barrel-forward aromas of cedar box, wood-
spice and orange peel. The palate brings smooth, 
soft, elegantly styled fruit and barrel flavors that 
linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

88 Original House Wine 2015 Dark Cabernet 
Sauvignon (America). Fruit filled aromas 

of fresh plum, herb and blackberry lead to forward, 
plush dark-fruit flavors. The tannins give a light 
squeeze, with a touch of sugar sweetening the fin-
ish. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Original House Wine 2014 Mountain Merlot 
(America). Light aromas of raspberry and 

berry lead to medium-bodied flavors. The tannins 
bring a touch of astringency that’s offset by the 
sweetness of the red- and blue-fruit flavors. Best 
Buy —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 
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R
ecently, I met someone who lamented an 
experience she had at New York’s Death 
& Co. a couple of years back: “They have a 
lot gin cocktails on the menu, but I don’t 

really like gin,” she explained. “So I pointed to a 
drink that sounded good, and requested it with 
vodka instead. They said, ’Sorry, but we don’t 
carry vodka.’” 

Unfortunately, that anti-
vodka snobbery has long been 
part of the bar scene. It doesn’t 
have enough flavor or character, 
some bartenders protest. The 
drinks made with it are too dull.

Perhaps those bartenders 
aren’t drinking the right vodka. 

This month, we focus on the 
newest crop of vodkas, particu-
larly those launched in the U.S. 
within the past 24 months. Although these new 
bottlings are certainly subtle, it would be a mis-
take to describe them as lacking character. 

In general, this category is prized for spirits 
that are pristine, crisp and smooth. But there’s 
a difference between a vodka that fairly sings 
with clean, invigorating character, and one that 

has all personality stripped, and drinks like 
someone hit the mute button. 

Part of vodka’s appeal is the wide range 
of source materials used to make the spirit. 
Although corn and grains like wheat and rye 
are among the most popular raw materials used, 
a growing number also are made from grapes. 

At least one bottling reviewed 
below, D. George Benham’s 
Vodka, is made from a com-
bination of grains and grapes. 
There are also vodkas distilled 
from cassava root (Hell’s Half 
Acre 1885), beet sugar (Indus-
try Standard, Opaline) and 
coconut nectar (Green Palm). 
Another newcomer—Black Cow 
Vodka—is made from cow’s 
milk. 

Will these new entrants entice bartenders 
to look at vodka in a new light? There’s cer-
tainly hope. In 2016, Death & Co. rolled out a 
new menu to celebrate the bar’s 10-year anni-
versary. And for the first time in a decade, that 
menu included a vodka cocktail.

 Cheers! —Kara Newman

Vodka: clean, pristine and part of the (cocktail) scene

There’s a difference 
between a vodka 

that fairly sings with 
clean, invigorating 

character, and 
one that has all 

personality stripped.

118  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  APRIL 2017

93 Dripping Springs Vodka (USA; San Luis Spir-
its, Dripping Springs, TX). For full review see 

page 24. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

92 Earth Vodka (USA; State 31 Spirits, Mira 
Loma, CA). Clean and invigorating, with a 

suggestion of almond-like sweetness midpalate, this 
corn-based vodka is neutral overall, finishing with a 
refreshing flicker of alcohol heat. Versatile for cock-
tail mixing. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $10

92 Hell’s Half Acre 1885 Vodka (USA; Citrus 
Distillers, Riviera Beach, FL). Distilled from 

cassava root, this unusual vodka shows distinct 
sweetness. Look for a light vanilla scent and hints 
of dulce de leche, almond and vanilla on the creamy 
palate, plus cinnamon sizzle on the finish. Ideal for 

dessert-like cocktails or anywhere a bit of sweet-
ness is desired. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $19

91 D. George Benham’s Vodka (USA; Graton Dis-
tiling Co., Graton, CA). Think Bloody Marys 

and Dirty Martinis for this vodka with a savory 
side. Made in Sonoma from grapes (natch) and 
grain (wheat and rye), a faint vegetal, olive brine 
note leads into a mouthwateringly brisk, pleasingly 
earthy fade. Bonus: The handsome green glass bottle 
with copper accents will look striking on your bar. 
abv: 40% Price: $35

91 Mon Bijou Vodka (France; Advantage Imports, 
Doral, FL). Generally neutral on the nose and 

palate, hints of rubber and charcoal midpalate lead 
into a clean finish, with just the right amount of 
alcohol heat for backbone. A food-friendly compan-

ion for smoked fish, aged cheeses or other savory 
bites. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $17

91 Tower Vodka (USA; Tower Vodka, Pilot Point, 
TX). Smooth and versatile, this “micro batch” 

vodka offers light coconut sweetness on the palate, 
fading into cinnamon heat on the finish. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $17

90 Black Cow Vodka (England; Black Cow 
Imports, Miami, FL). Made from whey, this 

newcomer to the U.S. market has an appealing lush-
ness. The aroma and flavor hints at coconut, marsh-
mallow and vanilla, finishing with gentle sweetness 
and a mild peppery prickle. Producer recommends 
serving Dirty Martini-style with olive brine and a 
green olive. 
abv: 40% Price: $40

90 Bootlegger 21 Vodka (USA; Prohibition Dis-
tillery, Roscoe, NY). This corn-based vodka 

has a nearly neutral aroma and gentle vanilla and 
coconut sweetness on the palate. It roughs up a 
little on the drying finish, with hints of fiery ginger 
root. But chilled well to take the edge off the heat, 
it’s a fine addition to vodka-based martinis, Gimlets 
and other cocktails. 
abv: 40% Price: $30

90 Chase English Potato Vodka (England; Palm 
Bay International, Boca Raton, FL). Banana 

and raspberry tease the nose and palate. The earthy, 
silky palate also shows hints of graphite, char-
coal and potato skin, finishing with coriander and 
almond sweetness.
abv: 40% Price: $33

90 Double Circle Columbia Plateau Vodka (USA; 
Double Circle Spirits, West Linn, OR). Back-

story: The distiller’s family has farmed soft white 
wheat in Oregon since 1875, the same wheat used to 
make this new vodka. The spirit has a mostly neu-
tral aroma, plus a saline hint that suggests a sea-
water breeze. Markedly smooth, it glides over the 
palate, with mild sweetness and a hint of white pep-
percorn heat on the fade. Sip or mix.
abv: 40% Price: $29

90 Humboldt Distillery Vodka (USA; Humboldt 
Distillery, Fortuna, CA). Made from a sug-

arcane base, the palate on this small-batch vodka 
leads with a flash of marshmallow sweetness and 
finishes clean and bracing with ginger and white 
peppercorn sizzle. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

90 Kinky Vodka (USA; Kinky Liqueur Company, 
Princeton, MN). For full review see page 24. 

Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

SPIRITS
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90 Mamont Vodka (Russia; Niche Import Co., 
Cedar Knolls, NJ). For full review see page 

24.
abv: 40% Price: $40

90 Success Vodka (USA; Twister Distillery, 
Moore, OK). Created by distiller/partner 

Jeff Thurmon, also co-founder of Tito’s Vodka. Look 
for mild, coconut-like sweetness in this otherwise 
neutral, silky vodka, winding into hints of lemon 
peel, ginger and cayenne on the warming finish. 
Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

89 1876 Vodka (USA; San Luis Spirits, Drip-
ping Springs, TX). Faint marshmallow-like 

sweetness leads the nose and palate on this corn-
based vodka. Smooth and relatively neutral, look for 
flickers of cardamom and coriander seed on the exit.
abv: 40% Price: $14

89 Belle Chasse Vodka (France; Bay Pac Bever-
ages, Oakland, CA). Distilled from French 

wheat, the name translates as “beautiful hunt.” The 
featherweight vodka is mostly neutral on the nose 
and palate, plus hints of vanilla sweetness, charcoal 
earthiness and a bit of cinnamon heat on the exit. 
Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20/1 L.

89 Cathead Vodka (USA; Bottletree Beverage 
Company, Jackson, MS). Bracing and brisk, 

this vodka has plenty of citrus and spice, like the 
very lightest of gins. The scent is relatively neutral, 
but the palate displays fleeting cucumber, coriander 
and lemon peel, finishing with white-pepper heat. 
abv: 40% Price: $20

89 Ingenioz Vodka (USA; Dehner Distillery, 
Clive, IA). According to the producer, this 

corn-based “intelligent vodka” is “ultra-purified 
to zero impurities” using a process that combines 
ozone and traditional filtration. We haven’t sent it 
to the lab to measure those claims, but we did taste 
it: The nose and palate are distinctly sweet, with a 
sugary, marshmallow quality, rounding to a hint of 
cinnamon on the warming finish. Feels light on the 
tongue, and faintly effervescent.
abv: 40% Price: $20

89 Riley’s Brewing Handcrafted Original Vodka 
(USA; Riley’s Brewing Company, Madera, 

CA). Made from corn, this vodka has a neutral scent 
and soft feel, with a hint of citrusy acidity, finish-
ing crisp and slightly spicy, tinged with anise and 
black pepper.
abv: 40% Price: $13

89 Twisted Path Organic Vodka (USA; Twisted 
Path Distillery, Milwaukee, WI). Mix this 

wheat-based vodka in tropical drinks. The mild 
scent suggests banana, while the silky palate has a 
coconut hint that segues into a long, peppery, dry-
ing finish.
abv: 40% Price: $30

89 VKA Organic Vodka (Italy; Lyra, San Fran-
cisco, CA). Made in Tuscany from a base of 

organic wheat and spelt, this silky spirit offers faint 
hints of dusty cocoa powder, almond and vanilla, 
finishing with nutmeg and cinnamon sweetness and 
spice. Pour for a White Russian or other cocktails 
with a sweeter skew. 
abv: 40% Price: $50

88 Belrose Ultra Premium Vodka (France; 
Advantage International, Doral, FL). Dis-

tilled from French grapes, this vodka is mostly neu-
tral, plus mild marshmallow sweetness on the nose 
and palate. A flicker of alcohol heat builds steadily 
into the charcoal-accented exit.
abv: 40% Price: $41

88 Green Palm Vodka (The Philippines; Rebel 
Beverages, San Jose, CA). Formerly on liquor 

store shelves as VuQo, this coconut nectar-based 
vodka now undergoes multiple distillations and fil-
trations, including coconut shell activated carbon 
during filtration. The upshot: Light, dusty coconut 
flavor plus a long, slightly sweet finish make this 
vodka right for mixing into tropical drinks.
abv: 40% Price: $20 

88 Industry Standard Vodka (USA; Industry City 
Distillery, Brooklyn, NY). Made with a beet 

sugar base, this vodka is mostly neutral on the nose 
and palate, tinged with almond sweetness and fin-
ishing long, with cassia-bark sizzle and plenty of 
alcohol punch. 
abv: 40% Price: $36

88 Kid Curry Small Batch Vodka (USA; Rocky 
Mountain Distilling + Bottling, West Val-

ley, UT). Made from corn, look for perky pine and 
lemon peel notes on the drying, slightly hot palate, 
smoothed by pleasing sweetness in the fade.
abv: 40% Price: $19

88 Kozuba & Sons Vodka (USA; Kozuba & Sons 
Distillery, St. Petersburg, FL). Distilled from 

wheat, this vodka has a faint lemon peel scent. The 
palate also is accented with mild lemon and pine, 
like a super-light gin, finishing with anise and cin-
namon sizzle.
abv: 40% Price: $29

88 Red E Craft Vodka (Red Eagle Distillery, 
Geneva, OH). “We deliberately didn’t shoot 

for neutral,” says the producer of this Concord 
grape-based vodka. Mission accomplished: The 
bold, fruity scent and flavor suggest bananas and 
raspberries, with fleeting sweetness on the palate 
and a flash of ginger heat on the finish. Mix into 
fruity drinks for best effect.
abv: 40% Price: $27

88 Roofraiser Vodka (USA; Dented Brick Dis-
tillery, South Salt Lake, UT). Distilled from 

Utah-grown wheat and rye, this vodka has a bold, 
fruity aroma and flavor, suggesting raspberry and 

tropical fruit, finishing with a bracing sprinkle of 
baking spice. Mix into fruity cocktails.
abv: 40% Price: $24

88 Smirnoff Vodka Recipe No. 21 (USA; Diageo, 
Norwalk, CT). The aroma is nearly neutral, 

with a mild sweetness that’s echoed on the palate, 
where it suggests light almond and coconut tones 
layered with a faint charcoal note. Finishes with a 
fiery burst of cayenne and cinnamon heat.
abv: 40% Price: $15

88 Stateside Urbancraft Vodka (USA; Federal 
Distilling, Philadelphia PA). This 100% 

corn-based vodka has a neutral scent and soft, silky 
palate. The flavor suggests cucumber and almond, 
finishing dry, with a bit of alcohol heat.
abv: 40% Price: $28

87 Alphabet Vodka (USA; Mile High Spirits, 
Denver, CO). This corn-based vodka has a 

sweet scent and flavor reminiscent of raspberry and 
banana, finishing with earthy black pepper sting. 
The liquid is packaged in bottles shaped like letters, 
hence the name, which is cute but some shapes are 
awkward to hold and pour. 
abv: 40% Price: $30

87 Jelzin Vodka (France; Advantage Interna-
tional, Doral, FL). For those who seek neu-

trality in vodka, this spirit offers little on the nose 
or slick, silky palate, finishing with muted cinna-
mon heat.
abv: 37.5% Price: $12/1 L

87 Montana Cold Spring Vodka (USA; Bozeman 
Spirits Distillery, Bozeman, MT). While the 

aroma is nearly neutral, the flavor of this corn-
based vodka has a distinctly savory, vegetal, almost 
funky quality up front, fading into sugary sweetness 
and then a ginger-laced finish.
abv: 40% Price: $30

87 Sorus Fine Hand-Distilled Ukrainian Vodka 
(Ukraine; MK Imports, Knoxville, TN). Pro-

nounced “so-rush” (like “so Russian,”) this wheat-
based vodka has an aroma that whispers faintly of 
cool cucumber and mint. Meanwhile, the palate 
skews fruitier, with boisterous banana and rasp-
berry warming to cinnamon sizzle on the finish.
abv: 40% Price: $36/1 L

87 Straw Boys Irish Vodka (Ireland; Millstone 
Spirits Group, Philadelphia, PA). This wheat-

based vodka is made in Ireland by Connacht Whis-
key Company. Look for a bit of almond and vanilla 
sweetness on the palate, finishing with a plume of 
intense black pepper heat. 
abv: 40% Price: $20

87 Tommyrotter Distillery Small Batch Vodka 
(USA; Tommyrotter Distillery, Buffalo, NY). 

Made from New York state grain, this vodka shows 
faint vanilla on the nose and palate, plus charcoal 
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midpalate warming to black pepper and hot cinna-
mon on the fiery finish.
abv: 40% Price: $34

86 Opaline Vodka (France; Advantage Interna-
tional, Doral, FL). Look for a lightly fruity 

scent from this vodka distilled from sugar beets. 
Soft and subtly sweet on the palate, but otherwise 
neutral, the finish is quite fiery, with plenty of alco-
hol punch.
abv: 40% Price: $13

85 Main Street Vodka (USA; Jersey Spirits Dis-
tilling, Fairfield, NJ). A small-batch vodka 

made from corn, this spirit has a powerful, dis-
tinctly funky aroma. That umami characteristic 
shows up on the palate too, alongside a rubbery 
note, but finishes cleanly and smoothly. 
abv: 40% Price: $30

85 Twisted Path Distillery Organic Overproof 
Vodka (USA; Twisted Path Distillery, Milwau-

kee, WI). Reserve this 100-proof vodka for making 
infusions. The aroma is distinctly fruity, redolent 
of banana, lychee and pineapple. The bold tropical 
fruit is evident on the palate too, but the initial pep-
percorn sting quickly turns into a four-alarm alco-
hol blaze—ouch.
abv: 50% Price: $35
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92 Baladin Nora (Herbed/Spiced beer; Birrificio 
Baladin, Italy). Made with kamut grain from 

Egypt and flavored with ginger and myrrh, this is 
an interesting beer that’s best served not too cold 
to allow those earthy, subtle spice attributes to 
shine. A hazy orange-amber color, with a low head 
that falls fast, it’s all spiced citrus and sweet malt 
upfront, with a distinct white-flower accent. The 
medium-weight palate offers more of the same, with 
waves of ginger-spiced orange, lemon peel, orange 
blossom and biscuit that flood the mouth. The tex-
ture is smooth and creamy, with low carbonation 
and a rich, spicy finish that boasts great length and 
strength. It’s well balanced and layered, somehow 
simultaneously exhibiting concentration and ele-
gance throughout. B. United International, Inc.
abv: 6.8% Price: $18/750 ml

92 Birra del Borgo Re Ale Extra (Italian India 
Pale Ale; Birra del Borgo; Italy). This pours 

a medium golden-orange color, almost honey-like 

in appearance, with a slight haze and a frothy head 
that leaves sticky lacing behind with each sip. The 
nose is earthy and robust, with forward notes of 
citrus peel and orange oil that are partnered with 
additional aromas of freshly dried grass and grain, 
honeysuckle, ginger and underripe mango. The 
medium-bodied palate is well balanced, with a 
smooth texture that’s lifted by medium carbonation 
and a lingering citrus freshness that evolves into 
notes of pine resin and bitter orange peel on the 
back of the dry finish. AB-InBev.
abv: 6.4% Price: $18/750 ml

91 Birrificio del Ducato Verdi Imperial Stout 
(Russian Imperial Stout; Birrificio del Ducato, 

Italy). Stouts are not terribly common among Ital-
ian artisanal brewers, let alone imperial stouts, but 
this one makes a solid case for more attention to be 
paid to the style. Opaque, deep black in color, the 
nose offers intense and attractive aromas of lico-
rice, dark chocolate, espresso and bread pudding 

that suggest it will be a flavorful and powerful sip. 
The palate doesn’t disappoint, following through 
with similar notes alongside additional hints of 
vanilla, caramel, molasses and oaky spice. There’s a 
definite bitterness to the mouthfeel, though it’s not 
as assertive as one might expect for the style, and 
is harmonized within the smooth, creamy texture. 
Lingering notes of strong coffee and cocoa pow-
der lend a subtle bitter impression to the close. B. 
United International, Inc.
abv: 8.2% Price: $10/330 ml

90 LoverBeer BeerBera (Italian Wild Ale; Birri-
ficio Lover Beer, Italy). Fermented and 

matured in oak vats, this wild ale incorporates 
freshly pressed Barbera grape juice from a viticul-
turist near Alba. It pours a deep red color, with a 
practically nonexistent head. The bouquet is burst-
ing with sour notes of tart grapes, cherry and rasp-
berry, as well as vibrant vinegar and lemon tones. 
There’s an earthy, animal-like background through-
out the nose and mouth, with complementary hints 
of leather, hay and oak dust. The lightweight pal-
ate offers subtle carbonation and assertive acidic 
flavors that result in a brisk, mouthwatering finish, 
while the alcohol is superbly balanced and, surpris-
ingly, barely noticeable at all. B. United Interna-
tional, Inc.
abv: 8% Price: $20/375 ml

90 Panil Barriquée (Flanders Red Ale; Panil, 
Italy). This is a unique and flavorful brew, 

with layers of nuance and complexity, likely a result 
of the maturation process—after primary fermen-
tation in stainless steel, it’s aged three months in 
Cognac barrels followed by refermentation and 
further aging in bottle. A slightly hazy, mahogany 
color, it opens with earthy, sour notes of tart cherry 
and berry, leather, vanilla, oaky spice and a touch 
of Brett-like funk. Those notes carry through to the 
lively, medium-bodied palate, alongside supporting 
notes of plum flesh, baking spice and just enough 
rich, roasty malt character to provide a solid back-
bone to the tart, sour tones. The carbonation is low, 
while ample acidity and a slightly dry, gritty texture 
lend depth to the finish. Shelton Brothers Inc.
abv: 8% Price: $20/750 ml

89 Birrificio del Ducato Beersel Mattina (Fruit 
Lambic; Birrificio del Ducato, Italy). A blend 

of the brewery’s Nuova Mattina saison (82%) and 
3 Fonteinen Brewery lambic from Beersel, Belgium, 
this is a lively, spicy treat that offers great balance 
and vibrancy. The bouquet opens with tart notes of 
lemon, raw dough and barnyard, as well as a subtle 
oak influence. Glimmers of coriander and chamo-
mile unfold upon deeper nosing. The palate is brisk 
and refreshing, offering similarly acidic, citric tones 
as the nose suggests, leading through to the dry, 
slightly spicy finish. The light and crisp mouthfeel 
offers medium-low carbonation and a pleasant bit-
ter twang on the close. B. United International, Inc.
abv: 6.2% Price: $29/750 ml

 

U
p until recently, if you wanted to have an 
Italian beer with your meal, the choices 
were quite limited. In fact, there were 
really only two widely available options: 

Peroni or Moretti. This was the world of Italian 
beers to most American consumers, with pos-
sibly other, more obscure offerings available at 
the local distributor. But, in the 
words of Bob Dylan, the times 
they are a changin’. 

The Italian craft beer scene 
has been enjoying a renais-
sance over the past few years. 
Though not new, the artisanal 
products that were previously 
only well known by Italians in 
their homeland are finally mak-
ing their way across the ocean 
to a new group of thirsty con-
sumers: the American craft beer 
drinker. 

Sure, we are still enjoying our own craft-
beer boom here, but even with all of the innova-
tion and excitement going on domestically, the 
opportunity for people to branch out even fur-
ther and try new things can’t be ignored. Look 

at wine: For what seems like an eternity, people 
were generally only interested in the big, well-
known regions with high-priced bottles. Enter 
the millennials, with a feverish interest in tast-
ing above and beyond the classics, and we now 
have a diverse and broad market with selections 
from more countries than ever before available at 

wine shops across the country. 
We will always be obsessed 

with our own beer culture, 
but a part of that is also tak-
ing pride in understand-
ing where we came from and 
what we have helped to syn-
ergize around the globe. You 
taste the classics and then you 
taste the new breed, comparing 
and enjoying both with mutual 
respect and appreciation for all 
they represent. 

Italy is an important part of the beer world. 
Although they may have taken a page from the 
American playbook in terms of experimenta-
tion and styles, they’ve created a brew culture 
all their own, and one worth discovering. 

Saluti! —Lauren Buzzeo

Birra Italiana
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