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BLANC DE BLANCS

95 Nyetimber 2010 Blanc de Blancs (England). 
Touches of vanilla, cream and lovely hints 

of oatmeal allude to developing, evolving autolytic 
notes. These are edged with pure lemon, giving 
equal expression to emollience and freshness. On 
the midpalate the creamy, generous richness of 
yeast comes through, providing stucture and a can-
vas against which tart apple and Amalfi lemon can 
play. Depth and serious intent shows amid the sen-
suously fine fizz. Although this wine is refreshing 
and bright now, more bottle age will make it even 
more alluring. The pure and lasting finish leaves you 
wanting more. Drink 2017–2017. Valkyrie Selec-
tions. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

94 Exton Park Vineyard 2011 Blanc de Blancs 
(England). Fragrant overtones of acacia 

honey play alongside lemony notes on the nose, 
adding a touch of restrained, exotic decadence. A 
hint of chalk contributes grounding dimension. All 
combine to make a fragrant nose. These themes play 
out again on the slender but expressive palate. Pure 
lemon freshness brightens the notions of honey and 
chalk, while tiny bubbles provide endless explo-
sions of deep, sustained flavor. This wine seems still 
young and taut, but the energy suggests great future 
development. Lemon purity on the finish appeals 
with its clean and invigorating nature. Drink 2017–
2027. Primrose Fine Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $50 

94 Gusbourne Estate 2013 Blanc de Blancs (Eng-
land). A restrained but pure note of lemon 

constitutes the nose, suggesting both tangy zest and 
juicy flesh. The subtle mousse of tiny bubbles and a 
sonorous backdrop of autolysis counters all of this 
freshness and allows it to blanket the senses with 
its shimmering, lemony but also creamy briskness. 

That luminous lemon core leaves a lasting impres-
sion on the palate. Purity, slenderness and elegance 
are its hallmarks. Lovely now this wine will age with 
grace. Drink 2017–2025. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

94 Hoffmann & Rathbone 2011 Blanc de Blancs 
(England). A touch of blossom honey 

enriches the tart but ripe apple notes of the nose. 
On the palate that honeyed touch turns into lemony, 
golden shortbread while the tart apple notes are 
joined by fresh, ripe lemon. Thousands of tiny, pin-
prick bubbles make for a creamy, elegant mousse. 
The contrast between honeyed, autolytic richness 
and bright, pure citrus is a joy. This wine is excit-
ing and elegant, drawing you to its mellower, richer 
core. The purity on the finish is luminous and long. 
Primrose Fine Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $56 

92 Bolney Wine Estate 2014 Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (England). A touch of wet stone 

reaches the nose even before appetizing lemon hints 
make themselves known. This wine is restrained 
and fresh with lemon and brightness. The palate 
adds more depth and a grounding of creamy autoly-
sis, but it remains slender, lithe and refreshing 
throughout. Fine bubbles disperse bright flavors 
everywhere. The lasting finish is pure. Vine Street 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

91 Bolney Wine Estate 2015 Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (England). A fragrant, sherbety cloud of 

spring meadow and lemon hovers above the glass. 
Grassy freshness frames the bright, pure lemon 
notions that dominate nose and palate. This wine is 
utterly fresh, citric and brisk. The mouthfeel is taut 
and slender, with only the slightest edge of auto-
lytic notes and a structure of freshness and purity. 
It almost has a cleansing quality on its superbright, 
clean finish. Vine Street Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

BRUT

95 Chapel Down 2011 Three Graces (England). 
For full review see page 3. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

95 Sugrue Pierre Ltd. 2010 The Trouble with 
Dreams (England). Beautifully delineated 

fruit constitues the nose, with ripe, yellow plum 
playing alongside crisp, green apple. The palate lay-
ers a sonorous tone of sourdough bread with rich 
hints of yeast, green-apple briskness and gentle yel-
low plum. The notions unite with the fizzing, fine 
mousse. On the midpalate and the finish, the depth 
of this wine becomes clear: Profound and rich but in 
a totally slender, unassuming and convincing fash-
ion. The finish is pure and lasting. Lovely now, this 

ENGLAND
Bubbly Brits

I
t is exciting to chart the development of a 
new wine region. Even more so when that 
region now makes world-class wines and has 
defied both ridicule and doubt in doing so. 

Yes, I am talking about English sparkling wine.
The entries hail mainly from the southern 

English counties of Kent, Sussex and Hamp-
shire but also from the West 
Country counties of Dorset and 
Cornwall. The cool but mild cli-
mate is well-suited to growing 
grapes destined for crisp but 
expressive sparkling wines made 
in the traditional method. Like 
most marginal climates, spring 
frost, poor weather during flow-
ering, rain and hail can all have 
severe effects on yield, but when 
things work out, the fruit is pris-
tine and precise.

The vast majority of the wines submitted are 
based on the traditional sparkling grape variet-
ies: Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier. 
The eagle-eyed will have spotted a few instances 
of blanc de blancs, testament to what Chardon-
nay can achieve in Cool Britannia. The exuber-

ance of English Pinot Noir is nowhere near as 
apparent as in the rosés. 

Making sparkling wine is a particularly cap-
ital-intensive business for those starting out. It 
takes at least three to five years for new vines to 
bear fruit and then it takes further years of lees 
ageing in bottle before a wine can be released 

and sold. Most estates thus had 
no choice but to bottle their 
entire vintage production and 
not permit themselves to hold 
back reserve wines which usu-
ally give both depth and consis-
tency to nonvintage blends. 

This is slowly chang-
ing. The vintage-dated wines, 
still the majority in our intake 
here, are thus true representa-
tions of their years: Most have 
spent considerable time on lees, 

which gives them great autolytic depth and 
helps to tame the brisk English acidity—a true 
hallmark of these wines. Seek them out; sur-
prise your friends and yourself with some classy 
fizz from this Sceptered Isle.

Cheers!  —Anne Krebiehl

The cool but mild 
climate is well-

suited to growing 
grapes destined for 
crisp but expressive 

sparkling wines 
made in the 

traditional method.
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100 Salon 2006 Le Mesnil Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (Champagne). This new release 

from a great vintage for Chardonnay in Champagne 
is a perfect blanc de blancs, showing a wealth of 
intensity from the crisp, chalky, mineral tones 
to the perfumed apple notes. The aromas hint at 
developing toastiness that adds depth and complex-
ity. The wine is still young and it will age for years. 
Drink from 2020. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $617 

96 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Saering Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A touch of lemon balm 

adds a breezy freshness to the nose, while a pure, 
bright and precise notion of ripe lemon pervades and 
takes over the entire palate. On its fringes, delicious 
hints of chamomile and chervil appear alongside ripe 
red apple. This is a tantalizing charmer in spite of its 
absolute dryness and vivid acidity. Drink 2017–2037. 
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

96 Joseph Phelps 2014 Insignia Estate Grown 
Red Wine (Napa Valley). This fine vintage 

of Insignia combines 87% Cabernet Sauvignon 
with 9% Petit Verdot, 2% Malbec and 2% Caber-
net Franc. Soft, supple and seamless, it offers rich 
but balanced cassis and milk chocolate flavors, with 
supportive and complementary oak. It should do 
well in the cellar and will be best from 2024–2034. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

95 Austin Hope 2014 Avery #3 The Magic Sun 
(Templeton Gap District). Austin Hope’s lat-

est releases are all about power and ripeness, and 
this blend of 35% Grenache, 35% Mourvèdre and 
30% Syrah achieves balance and elegance amidst 
that strength. Cuban coffee, fig jam, dried blueberry 
and chocolate aromas lead into a pillowy-soft palate 
that’s layered with espresso, cocoa, roasted fig and 
plum jam flavors. Steady acidity and finely chiseled 
tannins frame it all. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

95 Chapel Down 2011 Three Graces (England). A 
restrained but impressive notion of honeyed 

oatmeal on the nose makes for a promising opening. 
A crisp green-apple note plays alongside ripe lemon. 
The palate shows fine, elegant mousse, amplifying 
those restrained aromas of honey, oatmeal and bis-
cuit. This wine is at a perfect juncture of freshness 
and evolution, with wonderfully developed auto-
lytic notes and great balance. The finish is long and 
moreish. ABCK Corp. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

95 EnRoute 2015 Brumaire Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). This rich and voluptuous 

wine wins one over with its baked pear and vanilla 
sumptuousness, etched with an apple blossom 
aroma. Robust and velvety on the palate, it’s bal-
anced by fresh citrus and wet stone nuances. The 
lifted acidity provokes both succulence and com-
plexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 
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Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
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 Superb 94–97: A great achievement.
 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
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LABELS
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
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95 Galerie 2016 Terracea Riesling (Spring Moun-
tain District). Aged in a combination of con-

crete egg, stainless steel and new French oak, this 
winning white is a study in peach and apricot—it’s 
incredibly inviting in both taste and aroma. A layer 
of honey adds succulence without sweetness, as 
it remains dry and balanced through the mineral-
laden finish. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

95 Gary Farrell 2015 Rochioli Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This head- turning 

wine was made from vines planted in the 1970s and 
1990s—a selection that shocks with its complex 
beauty. Pine forest and Christmas spice notes accent 
cranberry, rhubarb and tart citrus flavors, all seem-
ingly infused with seductive smoke. At its juicy core 
is an earthy, mushroomy component. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

95 Lynmar 2015 Quail Hill Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). An inviting hint of 

butter shows on the nose of this big, bold and con-
centrated wine. It displays craftsmanship through 
its embrace of lightly toasted oak, which accents 
vibrant apple and pear notes. It’s lushly textured, 
with persistent acidity and a lemon peel flourish on 
the close. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

95 Mount Eden Vineyards 2014 Estate Bottled 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Wild 

strawberry and plum mix with subtle yet sultry notes 
of nutmeg, mace, loam, graphite and game on the 
nose of this bottling. Sizzling acidity leads the palate, 
carrying cherry, plum and red apple flavors, followed 
by layers of eucalyptus and pine forest. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

95 Nickel & Nickel 2014 Martin Stelling Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). This classic 

Napa Cabernet is juicy in explosive black cherry and 
cassis flavors that pair with firm, integrated tan-
nin and an elegant structure. The oak is restrained, 
contributing complementary baking-spice accents. 
Long and sublime on the finish. Best from 2024–
2040. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $165 

95 Nickel & Nickel 2014 State Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Yountville). This wine comes 

alive on the expansive, fleshy palate of black pep-
per and olive tapenade flavors. It walks a fine line 
between tenacious structure and high-cheekboned 
fruit—a mélange of raspberry, cassis and blueberry 
compote. The aromas are enticing and reminiscent 
of violets. Though it can be enjoyed now, it will 
evolve well through 2034. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $115 

95 Taittinger 2012 Millésimé Brut (Cham-
pagne). Made from equal parts Pinot Noir 

and Chardonnay, this still young Champagne is rich 
in the Taittinger style, with an elegant poise that 
is impressive. The wine, with its apricot and ripe 
apple fruit, is generously tempered by bright acidity 
and a crisp edge. Drink from 2021. Kobrand. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $97 

94 Bella Union 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). From a 25-acre site on the western 

flank of Rutherford, this wine includes 2% Mal-
bec. With sanguine cassis, cranberry and cinnamon 
touches, it’s a soft, round and velvety expression of 
the hearty variety, finishing with notes of coffee and 
dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

94 Bestheim 2015 Anne de K Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Aromatic notes of tan-

gerine and mandarin play on the nose, making for a 
heady opening. The concentrated palate shows juicy 
ripeness against tingling tart freshness. The finish 
is absolutely dry and totally refreshing. Drink now–
2027. Saranty Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 
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94 Boizel 2000 Joyau de France (Champagne). 
Aged for 15 years on its lees, this mature 

Champagne is toasty, sheding its bright fruitiness 
while gaining a richer, more developed and nuanced 
character. Almonds and spice are partnered with 
intense acidity, resulting in a beautiful wine that is 
ready to enjoy now. Palm Bay International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $150 

94 Calera 2014 Ryan Vineyard Pinot Noir (Mt. 
Harlan). Dark in color, this wine packs deep 

blackberry and boysenberry aromas together with 
violet, allspice and sandalwood. The palate is redo-
lent of licorice and nutmeg, wrapped in an unrelent-
ing texture that lets the black plum and lilac flavors 
just peek out. Time will allow this to blossom. Drink 
2019–2034. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

94 Chimney Rock 2014 Ganymede Vineyard 
Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags 

Leap District). Juicy and supple, this wine astounds 
with its ability to be generously broad in appeal yet 
with undeniable complexity and tension. Its soft 
texture betrays chalky tannic grip, while its fruit 
and spice attributes—a mix of cardamon, clove and 
brambly berry—become increasingly intense. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $155 

94 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Spiegel Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Dried lemon peel 

and honey create a very appealing nose. The palate 
displays generous fruit balanced by the disciplined 
structure provided by lively acidity. Glimpses of 
ripe pear and honeycomb show on the edges, while 
the medium-dry finish is immensely appetizing. 
Though it’s lovely now, it shows long-term poten-
tial, and should hold well through 2030. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

94 Far Niente 2014 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). Sourced largely from 

the Martin Stelling Vineyard, this is a supple, soft 
wine, with refined tannins. A zippy nose of rose 
and spice scents paves the way for more power-
ful leather saddle, cedar and black tea elements. 
Its fruit is wild and brambly, recalling blackberry 
and dark cherry with enviable succulence. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

94 Fess Parker 2015 Parker West Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). From the family’s western-

most vineyard, this bottling is fabulously complex. 
It shows dense dried fruit and turned earth aromas, 
along with chaparral, smoke, clove and nutmeg. 
Those wild elements figure strongly on the sip, which 
shows thyme, rosemary and sagebrush accents 
around a core of plum, pomegranate and hibiscus 
flavors. A vanilla flair graces the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $58 

94 Fess Parker 2015 Sanford & Benedict Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Intensely dark and 

focused, this bottling from Santa Barbara County’s 
historic vineyard is unrivaled in intensity, showing 
mulberry, elderberry, crushed rock, roast beef and 
a hint of sagebrush. Full but not sweet boysenberry 
flavors come through on the palate, balanced by 
dusty earth, wet stone and more chaparral spice 
notes. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

94 Flora Springs 2014 Rutherford Hillside 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). 

Juicy black cherry, tar and leather notes provide 
flavor and heft in this supple wine with sizable yet 
well-behaved tannins. Its firm structure balances 
the full body, as clove and just-roasted coffee high-
lights linger on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

94 Lange 2015 Estate Chardonnay (Dundee 
Hills). Vinified in neutral French oak pun-

cheons, this luscious wine offers a lively mix of 
papaya, mango, vanilla and butterscotch flavors. 
Though rich, it’s never tiring, and firms up midpal-
ate into a wine with some muscle through the finish. 
Enjoy through 2025. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $65 
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94 Lucienne 2015 Lone Oak Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). As it opens, this 

wine’s ever-so-slightly-dried black-cherry aroma 
emerges with elegance and power, alongside unend-
ing layers of potpourri, crushed flowers, juniper and 
dark spice. The palate leads with a tart cranberry 
note that broadens into a warmer strawberry flavor, 
laced together with tingling acidity and sagebrush 
spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Lynmar 2015 Anisya’s Blend Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). This powerfully built, 

youthful wine was made from coastal fruit grown 
in Susanna’s Vineyard. Brawny and smoky, it offers 
a concentrated black-cherry note that takes on a 
refined, baked quality. The fruit is cradled in soft, 
seductive acidity and a hint of leather. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $85 

94 MacLaren 2014 Samantha’s Vineyard Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). A tremendous rendi-

tion of the variety from an appellation not particu-
larly associated with it, this wine is deftly etched 
with notes of black licorice, leather and earth. 
Explosive tannins underscore its core of juicy black-
berry and smoke flavors, while the finish is sticky 
and somewhat feral. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

94 Nickel & Nickel 2014 John C. Sullenger Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). A vel-

vety texture makes this varietal wine luxurious. 
Cassis, tar and clove notes mingle with dried herb 
and black olive flavors, all integrated and deliciously 
graceful. Its robust tannins soften as it progresses 
toward a long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $115 

94 Patz & Hall 2015 Dutton Ranch Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This wine’s Honey-

crisp apple and Applejacks cereal scents lead the 
nose before bold layers of luxurious texture con-
firm its complexity and overall appeal on the palate. 
Densely packed with flavor, it also shows plenty of 
structure to support its powerful range. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

94 Thiénot 2007 Cuvée Alain Thiénot (Cham-
pagne). White flowers and almonds give 

fragrance to this Chardonnay-dominant Cham-
pagne. It is a concentrated wine, full of ripe white 
fruits, with a tight core of acidity. Named after the 
producer’s owner, it is a flagship wine, intense and 
just ready to drink. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

93 Besserat de Bellefon NV Grand Cru Brut Blanc 
de Noirs (Champagne). Made exclusively 

from Pinot Noir, this is a rich and highly textured 
wine. Red fruit aromas yield a ripe impression on 
the palate, while at the same time, it is dry and crisp 
in tangy acidity, with a zesty lemon flourish. This 
food-friendly wine is ready to drink. Winesellers, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

93 Boekenoogen 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Deep and dark in the 

glass, this bottling from a family-owned winery 
shows aromas of cola spice, wild cherry, cocoa dust 
and game. On the palate, rich black-cherry fruit 
is expertly cut by accents of dried sagebrush and 
licorice. Persistent, bountiful acidity carries it to a 
black raspberry-inflected finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $46 

93 Calera 2014 Mills Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Mt. Harlan). The nose of this bottling is 

extremely focused on black raspberry and grape-
seed, and its snappy dark fruit is tempered with 
agebrush, lavender and mace aromas. Firm and 
upright tannins frame the palate, where dark cran-
berry and clove flavors combine for layers of energy 
and depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $62 
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93 Cave Spring 2015 Estate Riesling (Beamsville 
Bench). This is a dry-style Riesling, though 

it still lends a ripe, fruity impression. Lemon, lime 
and grapefruit are shuffled into a winning hand, 
with ample details of cilantro, fennel and wet stone. 
It’s a vibrant, refreshing wine that is immensely 
food friendly. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

93 DanCin 2015 Écarté Pinot Noir (Oregon). This 
is all Pommard clone Pinot from a vineyard 

in the McMinnville AVA. It’s loaded with ripe, 
fleshy cherry fruit and suggestions of steely miner-
ality, typical of the terroir. Big, full, delicious and 
nicely balanced, it wraps up with a yummy choco-
laty finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

93 Delamotte NV Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cham-
pagne). Produced exclusively from Grand 

Cru vineyards in the Côte des Blancs, this is a beau-
tiful, dry wine. It has a chalky texture and ample 
acidity that frames the tight fruit. The pure line of 
citrus and crisp green apples goes right to the heart 
of this balanced, bright wine that will age well. 
Drink now for the forward fruit, or wait for another 
two to three years. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $79 

93 Fess Parker 2015 Older Barrel Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Aged in four-year-old barrels 

for 16 months, this bottling allows its elegant fruit 
to shine, showing concentrated black cherry, cola, 
rose petal and ginger aromas. A tight boysenberry 
note emerges on the palate, dusted with clove and 
lavender and cut by lively acidity. A thorough and 
complete wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

93 Graziano Merotto 2016 Cuvée del Fondatore 
Rive di Col San Martino Brut (Valdobbiadene 

Prosecco Superiore). Alluring scents of hawthorn, 
citrus blossom and ripe orchard fruit come together 
on this lovely sparkler. On the dry palate, nectarine 
zest and crushed herbs underscore a core of yel-
low apple and Bartlett pear. It’s well balanced, with 
vibrant acidity and a creamy mousse that lends 
finesse. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $35 

93 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). The nose of this bot-

tling from the former Addamo Vineyard is full of 
underbrush and sage notes, with complex layers of 
candied raspberry, wisteria and cinnamon stick aro-
mas. Juicy raspberry and pomegranate flavors kick 
off the palate, where allspice, nutmeg, dried ginger 
and flowering thyme notes coalesce. —M.K. 
abv: 14.53% Price: $75 

93 Joseph Phelps 2014 Estate Grown Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This wine is 

predominately Cabernet Sauvignon, with smaller 
amounts of other Bordeaux red varieties. Together, 
they offer bold, ripe red-currant and -berry fla-
vors, with a rich entry and gravelly texture. Highly 
stylized, grippy tannins and a leather note provide 
additional strength. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 La Crema 2015 Fog Veil Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Sizzling acidity enlivens the 

succulent, juicy fruit in this lush expression of the 
appellation. Made from grapes sourced in the Olivet 
Lane area, it builds in exotic spiciness, with forest, 
herb, earth and tea accents that grace the founda-
tion of strawberry and blackberry flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Lange 2015 Three Hills Cuvée Chardonnay 
(Willamette Valley). This wine is all Dijon 

clone, aged in two- to four-year-old puncheons. 
Bright and aromatic, it opens with a toasty scent 
and a mix of lemony citrus, pineapple and banana 
fruit. It’s smooth and delicious and nicely layered, 
with an enduring finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 
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93 Lucienne 2015 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Hearty black plum, 

mulberry and blackberry notes show on the nose of 
this bottling, alongside scents of gravel, turned earth, 
dried sage and toast. Violet and blackberry flavors 
unfold on the dark palate, but vibrant acidity and a 
solid structure expertly balance the richness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Lucienne 2015 Hook Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Winemaker Paul 

Clifton excelled in this vintage, finding the balance 
between the region’s ripe fruit, natural acidity and 
powerful spice. Baked black cherry, hibiscus, earth, 
gingerbread and cola notes show on the nose. The 
palate is creamy and lush, but the acidity is persis-
tent, carrying its dark red fruit and minty chocolate 
flavors into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Nino Franco 2015 Nodi Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Delicate, compelling 

aromas of ripe pear, lily of the valley and pressed 
acacia flower mingle with a whiff of aromatic herbs. 
The smooth, silky palate delivers yellow apple and 
white peach alongside a creamy mousse and fresh 
acidity. A lovely sparker of pedigree and finesse. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $49 

93 Rombauer 2014 Diamond Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Blended with 6% 

Petit Verdot, this wine is treated as a reserve-tier 
bottling. It delivers high-toned red fruit and plum 
notes dusted with spice and dried herb. It’s robust 
in body and weight and long on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $100 

93 The Setting 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). This barrel-fermented white wine 

from Jesse Katz of Devil Proof and Aperture Wines 
is impressively layered and complex. A reductive 
whiff of petrol leads on the nose yet the palate is 
juicy, showing a wealth of peach skin and green 
apple. A bite of acidity supports its fresh, fruity 
core. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

93 Thiénot 2008 Cuvée Garance (Champagne). 
Named after the daughter of owner Alain 

Thiénot, this elegant Champagne from grapes grown 
on the Montagne de Reims is just reaching maturity. 
It shows structure as well as ripe white fruits, with 
a citrus background. Drink now. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

93 Villa Sandi 2016 Vigna La Rivetta Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Superiore di Cartizze). This 

gorgeous sparkler offers enticing scents of white 
stone fruit and spring flower. Vibrant and silky, the 
smooth elegant, palate delivers crisp apple, creamy 
white peach and juicy nectarine set against bright 
acidity and an ultrarefined perlage. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $42 

93 Windrun 2015 Vintage Selection No. 12 Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This vintage delivers a 

wine with deep and rustic cherry, boysenberry, sweet 
herb and rose aromas, the latter contributing a pen-
etrating floral dimension. Pure raspberry, potpourri 
and thyme notes pop on the palate, where clean acid-
ity and tight tannins provide a light frame and carry 
the flavors toward a caramelized finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $33 

92 Andis 2015 Barbera (Amador County). Gutsy 
and full-bodied, this small-production wine 

offers more structure than usual, its bright acid-
ity and ripe tannins in full support of the tasty red 
and black cherry flavors. With earth, beef and oak 
nuances, it will taste great with hearty proteins, 
especially after some cellaring. Best after 2020. Cel-
lar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 
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92 Balletto 2015 Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). Apple 

skin, sea stone and lemon notes comprise the light-
bodied narrative of this balanced, bright and com-
plex wine. From a vintage known for its modest 
yields, this wine shows the quality of the producer’s 
estate vineyards, which range across the appella-
tion. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

92 Cave de Turckheim NV Mayerling Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). Red apple and brioche aro-

mas are tinged with lemon. The palate has the same 
fruit, richness and freshness, but expresses this with 
lightness and ease. It’s a versatile sparkler, ideal for 
both apéritif and dinner. The finish is dry, balanced 
and elegant. Magnum Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

92 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir (Edna Valley). From one of the larger 

estates in the Edna Valley, this wine has sweet-smell-
ing plum, cherry candy and grenadine aromas. The 
palate is front-loaded with sagebrush, thyme, dried 
lavender and rosemary notes, while a hibiscus flavor 
unfolds in the background. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 Claiborne & Churchill 2016 Dry Riesling (Edna 
Valley). The nose of this bottling is all about 

bright citrus and yellow flower, with upfront aro-
mas suggesting crushed white rocks, grapefruit pith 
and sweet grass. It’s supercrisp, grippy and sharp 
in acidity on the palate, showing white flower and 
clover honey flavors as it opens. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

92 DanCin 2015 Septette Pinot Noir (Southern 
Oregon). The name Septette references seven 

blocks planted to seven clones in the estate vineyard. 
The fruit flavors mix red berries and purple plums, 
with some tangy tropical details. It’s big, plush, deli-
cious and finished unfined and unfiltered. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

92 Delamotte NV Brut (Champagne). Based 
in the Chardonnay region of the Côte des 

Blancs, it’s no surprise that this producer has a 
dominance of that grape in its blend. The wine has 
great minerality as well as tight acidity and deli-
cious citrus flavors. It’s a dry, finely balanced wine 
to drink now. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $57 

92 Dowsett Family 2015 Becklin Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Oregon). From 100% Pommard clone 

grapes, this ripe and luscious wine is packed with 
razor-sharp, brambly-berry fruit. Lively mineral-
ity underscores the ample acidity, keeping the wine 
fresh and focused. The extended finish is pleasantly 
peppery. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $37 

92 Eleven Eleven 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Rutherford). Candied lemon, tangerine 

and grapefruit zest flavors make for a deliciously 
refreshing and complex experience in this well-
made wine. The bright palate is accented by tropical 
fruit and is acid-driven yet weighty in feel. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

92 Heitz 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
Tautly structured and lightly refreshing, 

this wine is an outstanding expression of high-
toned stone fruit, lime and salt. The texture is 
seamless and round, with a lasting streak of juicy 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 
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92 High Pass 2015 Union School Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Lush dark fruits 

abound: Blackberries, boysenberries, black cherry 
and even a suggestion of cassis. This wine has excel-
lent balance and polish, with restrained barrel flavors. 
The fruit speaks volumes. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

92 King Estate 2016 Domaine Pinot Gris (Wil-
lamette Valley). Sophisticated and complex, 

this brings well-structured layers of citrus juice, 
flesh and rind. It offers a delicate herbal touch and 
a lingering finish. As the wine evolves in the glass, a 
tasty hint of honeysuckle emerges. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Les Frères Couillaud 2016 Château de la 
Ragotière Sélection Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie 

(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Old vines, up to 60 
years old, are the basis of this concentrated, ripe and 
intense wine. It is impressive and tightly wound, 
with layers of rich citrus fruit and a chalky texture. 
This is still a little young, so drink from 2018. Vine-
yard Brands. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

92 Lynmar 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River Val-
ley). A gravelly texture lends complexity to 

this well-made celebration of the appellation. Sea 
salt meets lemon and green apple flavors, building 
toward more robust fig and pear characteristics. It’s 
a beautiful wine, with a balanced approach to con-
centration and weight. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 Mettler Family Vineyards 2014 Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). This wine is 

powerful and concentrated but sophisticated, too. 
It offers a medley of ripe fruit, dark spice, mouthfill-
ing texture and age-worthy structure. The color is 
inky-dark and the aromas cassis-laden, with baking 
spice and a light smoky accent. The flavors recall 
dark chocolate and macerated cherries. Best after 
2022. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $25 

92 Pierre Sparr 2015 Schoenenbourg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). A fresh orange note domi-

nates the nose of this exuberantly fruity wine. The 
palate is a fruity little number of more soft orange 
with hints of quince and pear peel, giving a tangy, 
textured and slightly earthy edge. The merest touch 
of residual sugar bolsters the fruit notes and adds 
extra playfulness. The finish is dry and zesty. Wil-
son Daniels Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Rombauer 2014 Atlas Peak Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Atlas Peak). This high-

toned, well-made wine shows rich clove, tobacco 
and currant notes beneath its hit of acidity. Firm, 
woody tannins provide grip, with complexity and 
full-bodied weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $115 

91 Ancient Peaks 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa 
Margarita Ranch). This bottling shows off 

both sides of Sauvignon Blanc—at once lush and 
tropical and racy and crisp. Ripe Gala apple and 
Bosc pear aromas meet tart orange peel and rub-
ber on the nose. The palate is bolstered by energetic 
acidity, with a stony texture and flavors of sour 
Granny Smith apple and yellow grapefruit. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Apolloni 2015 L Cuvée Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This elegant wine appeals from the 

first sniff to the last lingering flavors. Vibrant in 
color, it tastes of rose petals, raspberries and cocoa 
powder. Supple and balanced, it shows impressive 
structure and length, with hints of citrus. Drink now 
through the mid-2020’s. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 
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91 Artesa 2015 Block 92 Estate Vineyard Char-
donnay (Los Carneros). A block selection 

from the producer’s expertly farmed estate in 
Carneros, this is a robust, ripe white that’s velvety 
rich on the palate and laced with apple and melon 
flavors. A tart, salty note laps at its edges. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

91 Bisol 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Superiore di 
Cartizze). Enticing scents of wild spring flow-

ers and ripe orchard fruits take center stage on this 
fragrant sparkler. It’s loaded with finesse, boasting 
creamy apple, ripe white peach and yellow pear 
alongside a silky mousse, all lifted by fresh acidity. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $45 

91 Arthur Metz NV 1904 Cuvée Spéciale Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Exquisite lightness and 

weightless charm are the two obvious hallmarks of 
this wine. The merest touch of citrus appears on the 
nose. The palate has the same restraint and lemony 
fruit, pitched against a light froth of tiny bubbles. 
It’s lithe and bright, with a dry, brisk finish. Advan-
tage International. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

91 Arthur Metz NV Brut Prestige (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A totally fresh nose of lemon, wet 

stone and greengage creates an enticing opening. 
These flavors also present themselves on the light 
palate, where they are dispersed by a fine, creamy 
mousse. The impression is one of light-bodied but 
fruity cleanness. This refreshing, brisk and enliven-
ing sparkler is ready now, but will continue to develop 
through 2022. Advantage International. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

91 Arthur Metz NV Perle d’Alsace (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A floral freshness is the first 

impression on the nose, followed citrus and green 
apple. There is levity and exuberance here, with a 
palate that has light-bodied, brightness and a frothy 
but softly foaming mousse, enlivened by a dry, fresh 
feel. Advantage International. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

91 Bellingham 2014 The Bernard Series Barrel 
Fermented MMM (Coastal Region). This blend 

of 64% Malbec, 21% Merlot and 15% Mourvèdre 
is forward in ripe red cherry and plum as well as 
strawberry-rhubarb pie. Notes of cinnamon, nut-
meg and vanilla bean weave throughout the nose 
and palate, spicing up the fruity core and lingering 
on the close. It’s smooth and plush, with a crushed-
satin texture and excellent overall balance and har-
mony. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Bestheim NV Anne de K Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). There is something lifted 

on the nose that translates as white currant and 
dried lemon peel on the palate. A distinct notion 
of autolysis provides a canvas for the fruity but 
restrained lemon notes. The fine mousse supports 
this beautiful balance, while the dry finish shines 
with lasting lemon flavors. Saranty Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Bestheim NV Anne de K Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Beautifully pure and creamy notes 

of golden apple dominate the nose. The palate has 
a similarly gentle apple note that harmonizes per-
fectly with the light, dry body and the fine bubbles. 
This elegant pink sparkler will give lots of pleasure 
before and during a meal. Saranty Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Dol-
cetto (Santa Maria Valley). From a grape 

that’s rarely planted in the Central Coast, this bot-
tling shows loads of earthy aromas, from wet soil to 
crushed gravel, as well as tight blackberry, dried dill 
and white pepper notes. There’s a touch of ripeness 
to the palate, with tobacco-laced red cherry and 
blueberry fruit, gravelly minerality and a firm, tan-
nic structure. —M.K. 
abv: 15.84% Price: $100 
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91 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Piquant black rasp-

berry, sweet anise, thyme and game notes show on 
the nose of this bottling from a new brand that took 
over the Addamo Vineyards property. On the palate, 
there’s a nice interplay between snappy cranberry 
fruit and the garrigue. —M.K. 
abv: 14.53% Price: $125 

91 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards White 
Riesling (Santa Maria Valley). There’s a clas-

sic touch of petrol on the nose of this bottling, as 
well as richer notes of candied lemon, marmalade, 
preserved lime and dried citrus. On the palate, it’s 
oily and viscous, but honey, lemon syrup and tan-
gerine zest flavors lighten it considerably. A great 
all-around experience. —M.K. 
abv: 14.13% Price: $60 

91 Canard-Duchêne NV Charles VII Grande Cuvée 
le Victorieux Brut (Champagne). Rich, with a 

hint of toast, this floral wine, with its almond blos-
som aromas, is drier than many other bottlings from 
this producer. It has a crisp, tight texture, with a 
mineral edge as well as a firm structure that sug-
gests it is still young, so drink from 2018. Thiénot 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

91 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Estate Grown Char-
donnay (Edna Valley). From a winery started 

in 1973, this is an excellent Chardonnay. Vibrant 
almond and macadamia nut mesh with guava, peach 
and melon notes on the nose. A clean line of cit-
rusy acidity dissects the palate, cutting into ripe 
stone fruit and touches of smoke and oak to yield a 
mouthwatering finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

91 Chimney Rock 2014 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Stags Leap District). This Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, with 11% Merlot added, offers 
intense ripeness and a plush texture of soft tan-
nins. Rich blackberry jam and chocolate flavors are 
layered with soy and leather notes, benefitting from 
integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

91 Fallon Place 2014 Nacimento Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Sonoma Valley). Tart and 

tangy in flavor and soft in texture, this is from a 
vineyard site high up in the Mayacamas Mountains. 
Aged in both neutral and new oak, it offers good grip 
on the palate and nuanced dried-cherry and -cran-
berry flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Gary Farrell 2015 Rochioli-Allen Vineyards 
Clone 76 Concrete Chardonnay (Russian River 

Valley). This fine, small-production wine is fer-
mented and aged predominantly in concrete egg—
the better to preserve and promote its beautifully 
crisp, briny green-apple and pear flavors. Its sharp 
acidity acts as a squeeze of lemon, making it all the 
more satisfying. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

91 Gustave Lorentz NV Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Touches of yellow apple and sponge cake 

entice on the nose. The palate adds ripe, friendly and 
appetizing notes of yellow plum and lemon alongside 
creamy fizz set against a softly autolytic background. 
This presents a lovely union of fruit, freshness and 
development. Full of flavor, is has a dry, lemony fin-
ish. Quintessential Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

91 Hart 2014 Volcanic Ridge Vineyard Limited 
Release Reserve Syrah (Temecula Valley). 

Candied blackberry aromas meld with tar, rosemary 
and fennel in this balanced and expertly ripe wine 
from one of the pioneering families in Temecula. It’s 
dense on the palate, with charred black fruit, dried 
herb and wild desert-shrub flavors, its alcohol con-
tent deftly tucked away. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $60 
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91 Henners 2011 Brut (England). A crisp green-
apple note has an appetizing lactic edge that 

shimmers alongside lemon ice cream and sher-
bet tones. The palate shows lively, small bubbles 
that fizz excitedly, with further notions of green 
apple and tart lemon. The midpalate adds notes 
of sponge cake to counter the freshness, but the 
exuberant lemon-sherbet aspect wins the day and 
lasts through the finish. It would be an ace apéri-
tif, totally refreshing and mouthwatering. Boutinot 
USA, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

91 Huett 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This wine is well-rounded, lightly toasty, and 

soft on the palate. Flavors of butter cream, blue-
berry and cherry pie make it a hedonistic delight 
that’s perfect for immediate enjoyment. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

91 King Estate 2016 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). King Estate consistently delivers, and 

this is a delicious, creamy, textural wine. Full-
throttle fruit combines lemon, lime, pineapple and 
candied citrus rind, underscored by refreshing min-
erality. Give it a slight chill and drink now through 
2020. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $19 

91 Les Frères Couillaud 2015 Château de la 
Ragotière Cuvée Amélie Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). One year’s lees aging has softened 
this wine and given it great richness. It is a rounded 
and opulent wine, deliciously ripe and full of bold, 
mouth-filling fruit. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

91 MacMurray Estate Vineyards 2015 Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This is a 

juicy, earthy and expansive wine, with highlights of 
rose petal and wild strawberry. Pretty and ethereal, 
it offers body without an abundance of weight, the 
oak and tannin both integrated well. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $43 

91 Muga 2013 Casa Conde de Haro Metodo Tradi-
cional Brut (Cava). Brioche and buttered bread 

aromas lead the way on the nose. Malic acidity cre-
ates textural freshness, while yeasty flavors of green 
apple finish on an underripe nectarine note. Drink 
through 2020. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

91 Nino Franco 2016 Primo Franco Dry (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). One of the 

denomination’s benchmark bottlings, this fresh yet 
creamy off-dry sparkler opens with alluring scents of 
apple, exotic fruit and white peach that carry over 
to the silky palate along with candied citrus zest. 
Crisp acidity brightens the rich flavors and creates 
a refreshing finish. Terlato Wines International. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $29 

91 Peachy Canyon 2015 Vortex Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). Concentrated cola, dark cherry, 

tree bark and wet-gravel aromas make for a very 
focused and intense nose in this bottling. The pal-
ate is hearty and full of blackberry and black plum 
fruit, with more complex char and tar flavors. Quite 
layered and compelling. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

91 Ponzi 2016 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
This is done in a crisp, fresh and leesy style, 

with lime-drenched minerality. Flavors of white 
peach and guava gain volume and density as the 
wine warms on the palate. It was kept from malo-
lactic fermentation, enlivening a lingering, resonant 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $19 
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91 Serca 2014 Single Vineyard Reserva Malbec 
(Valle de Uco). A ripe, raisiny nose with a 

black-fruit essence and mild warmth leads to a 
tight and tannic palate. Toasty blackberry and cas-
sis flavors are powerful and include a note of oaky 
graphite. A dark, spicy finish with full-blast inten-
sity ends the ride. Drink through 2022. 31 Seven 
Degrees. —M.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

91 The Crossings 2015 Pinot Noir (Awatere Val-
ley). A medley of ripe raspberry, cherry, 

chocolate, cola, wet earth, baking spices and herbs 
all play together in this medium-bodied wine. Silky 
tannins and a slippery texture harmonize on the 
palate, with a final herbaceous note that lingers. 
Drink now–2020. Deutsch Family Wine and Spir-
its. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

91 Thiénot NV Brut (Champagne). This finely 
balanced wine is both crisp and fruity. Zingy 

acidity and lemon crispness are contrasted by riper 
apple and pear fruitiness. On the drier side of Brut 
and with lively mousse, this is a great wine for an 
apéritif. Thiénot USA. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

90 Artesa 2015 Chardonnay (Los Carneros). 
Nicely integrated, this large production 

wine is a fantastic deal for the quality, delivering 
layers of apple and Meyer lemon flavors within a 
frame of juicy acidity and balanced oak. A tease of 
nutmeg-dusted apricot lingers on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

90 Artesa 2015 Pinot Noir (Los Carneros). This 
red-fruit-dominated Pinot Noir is a tart, 

tannic embrace of earthy minerality, with a tease 
of citrus. Bright, persistent acidity keeps it fresh 
and forgiving, making it balanced and food-friendly. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

90 Balletto 2015 Burnside Road Vineyard 
Estate Grown Estate Bottled Pinot Noir 

(Russian River Valley). Bright waves of cola and 
clove provide underlying spiciness and freshness to 
this thick, juicy wine. It explodes on the palate, with 
crisp red-fruit and orange-peel flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

90 Balletto 2014 Cider Ridge Vineyard Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). Clarified butter and lemon rind notes 
combine on the entry of this estate-grown wine. 
Spicy, salty acidity and a subdued crisp-apple flavor 
contribute to its light, tangy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $38 

90 Balletto 2014 Sexton Hill Vineyard Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). A bittersweet apple element gives 
this wine an intellectual component, tempering its 
richer crème brûlée-like flavors. Medium-bodied, 
with crisp acidity, it shows off the estate vineyard 
site well, in a well-regarded vintage. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

90 Bodegas Dios Baco S.L. NV Élite Amontillado 
Selection Medium Sherry. Nutty aromas are 

rich and oily in this semisweet amontillado. It is 
round and chewy on the palate, with a layering of 
creamy, nutty flavors: Toffee, chocolate and caramel. 
These notes linger on the unwavering finish. Corde-
lina Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 18% Price: $30 
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90 Boizel NV Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cham-
pagne). A blend from Grand and Premier 

Cru vineyards in the Côte des Blancs, this is tight 
and minerally in character. The texture is mitigated 
by the generous dosage that gives the wine its soft 
apple and pear notes. Drink now. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $85 

90 Boizel NV Ultime Extra Brut (Champagne). 
Long lees aging (six years) has been good to 

this wine. It has balanced the bone-dry character of 
the wine, allowing it to fill out. Now, it is a beauti-
fully structured Pinot Noir-dominate wine, with a 
light tannic character as well as hints of almonds 
and plenty of citrus fruits. Drink now. Palm Bay 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

90 Canard-Duchêne NV Cuvée Léonie Brut 
(Champagne). Named after Léonie  

Duchêne, one of the founders of this producer, this 
wine is soft, although with a drier character than in 
the past. It has apple fruitiness that is enhanced by 
almonds and a touch of spice. Drink now. Thiénot 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

90 Conclusion 2015 Morgaen Lee Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Napa Valley). This single-

vineyard wine offers high-toned citrus, almond 
and vanilla bean flavors. Fresh and fruity, it’s light  
bodied yet doesn’t skimp on flavor or texture, fin-
ishing on a tart note of lemon pith. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Dopff & Irion NV Rosé Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Lovely, tart apple notes, both 

red and yellow, play on the nose. They are joined 
by a mellow autolytic creaminess and a lively fresh 
mousse on the palate. Tangy citrus provides ample 
freshness that also makes itself felt in the appetizing, 
dry and lasting finish. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

90 Freixenet 2007 Casa Sala Gran Reserva Brut 
Nature (Cava). Yeasty pear and apple aro-

mas set up a palate of mild citric acidity and leesy 
weight. Briny citrus flavors feature herbal notes of 
basil and tarragon, while this mature vintage brut 
nature is dry and complex on a slightly bitter finish. 
Freixenet USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

90 Gainey 2015 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Fresh squeezed lime, apple cider and wet 

stone aromas meet with a touch of mulling spice on 
the nose of this appellation blend, which is excel-
lently priced. The palate is clean and crisp, with pear 
and lime flavors as well as a touch of salt. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

90 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Chardonnay 
(Santa Maria Valley). There’s a distinct sug-

gestion of citrus pith on the nose of this bottling, 
along with tight almond and sea salt aromas. The 
palate leads with a touch of ripeness, but finds a 
firm structure and chalky backbone, proving rather 
racy, albeit with hazelnut-like richness. A well pol-
ished wine. —M.K. 
abv: 12.34% Price: $50 

90 Grgich Hills 2015 Miljenko’s Selection Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Carneros). This estate-

grown white from an organically farmed vineyard 
has a reduced note of sulfur that blows off with 
time. It opens to reveal layers of crisp Golden Deli-
cious apple, tropical papaya and honey. Moderate 
acidity buoys the freshness, providing respite from 
its lush core. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 
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90 La Crema 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Thick tannins gird the powerful fruit in this 

wine—a mix of red cherry and strawberry that mel-
lows with time in the glass. Toasted oak and baking 
spice touches provide additional context and plea-
sure. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Louis Pommery NV Brut (California). This 
well-balanced and smooth wine is the 

debut California offering from French producer 
Pommery. Made from 96% Chardonnay and a dab 
of Pinot Noir, it carries aromas of toasted baguette 
and flowers, with crisp apple and white peach fla-
vors on fine-beaded bubbles. The concentrated fruit 
amplifies on the palate and lingers on the finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 MacRostie 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This desirable appellation wine 

hails from several well-farmed vineyards, includ-
ing the producer’s hillside Wildcat Mountain site 
in the Petaluma Gap. Apple blossom aromas lead to 
a taut body of ripe, balanced fruit—an exploration 
of pineapple and mango that’s food-friendly, with 
high-toned acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Martin Ranch 2014 J.D. Hurley Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). This 

bottling from a region known for savory, earthy 
wines fits the bill, with strong gravel, black pepper, 
elderberry and wet pine aromas. It’s dry and dense 
on the palate, with forest spice, menthol and black 
fruit touches. Characteristic of the region and still 
very firm and tight in structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

90 Migration 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). Highly floral, this is a light-styled 

wine with integrated oak. Its apple blossom aroma 
is delightfully inviting, leading to strong lemon, 
vanilla and apple pie flavors that play on the lush, 
creamy palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

90 Mionetto NV Cuvée Anniversario Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). In honor 

of the firm’s 130th anniversary and made in limited 
quantities, this enticing sparkler offers ethereal 
scents of fragrant wild flower, apple and pear that 
follow through to the vibrant, focused palate, along-
side a lemony note. It’s clean and crisp, with a pris-
tine bone-dry finish. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

90 Scott Family 2015 Dijon Clone Chardonnay 
(Arroyo Seco). This wine’s thick and but-

tery aromas range from cashew cream and caramel 
to honeysuckle and Maui onion. Its powerful acidity 
cuts through the palate’s unctuous and oily quali-
ties, with buttercream and lemon juice flavors com-
bining for a big personality. —M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $25 

90 Serca 2014 AleAnd Reserva Cabernet Franc 
(Valle de Uco). Big, bold blackberry and 

mulled-plum aromas are ripe, briary and turn more 
raisiny the longer this wine sits. Raw, tart acidity 
and firm tannins offer structure. This wine has a pal-
ate of prune and stewed meat, with a rich yet rugged 
feel. Drink through 2021. 31 Seven Degrees. —M.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

90 Sierra Cantabria 2014 Garnacha (Rioja). 
Aromas of berry jam, marzipan and ani-

mal fur open this full, tannic Garnacha. Flavors of 
oak and resin vie for top billing with herbal berry 
notes, while this feels firm and grippy on the finish. 
An obvious oak character rings on the close. Fine 
Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  17

90 Two Angels 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (High 
Valley). A white pepper aroma and full 

citrus and mineral flavors make this an interesting 
and multifaceted wine that also refreshes the taste 
buds. It has good, bracing acidity, medium body and 
subtle layering. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $17 

90 William Hill Estate 2014 Bench Blend (Napa 
Valley). This rich, chocolaty blend com-

bines Cabernet Sauvignon and other Bordeaux 
varieties with 24% Petite Sirah. Deep red cherry 
and cassis flavors form its juicy core—a full-bodied 
expression accented by leather and espresso, and 
offset by a showy backbone of acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

88 Peachy Canyon 2015 Westside Zinfandel 
(Paso Robles). Complex blackberry, black 

plum, white pepper, wet slate and sagebrush aro-
mas lead into a palate of dried berry, gravel and tar 
flavors. Its bountiful fruit character is offset by a 
background of dried oregano and thyme notes. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $22 

87 Kirkland Signature 2015 Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). Nutty, with a note of 

baked lemon, this affordable, approachable wine is 
robust in tropical ripeness yet retains enough acid-
ity to remain fresh and fruity throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $13 

86 Encendido 2015 Chardonnay (Mendoza). 
Almost clear in color, this wine shows trop-

ical aromas of melon, honeysyuckle and lychee. The 
light-bodied, high-acid palate is carried by white 
peach and citrus flavors that finish short but clean. 
BuenaVintura. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

BEST BUYS

91 Noble Vines 2016 152 Pinot Grigio (San Bern-
abe). Another clean and tasty bottling from 

this label’s numbered series, this shows light nec-
tarine and lemon aromas on the nose. The texture is 
grippy and bright in acidity, offering crunchy Asian 
pear flavors that prove quite refreshing, with decent 
length. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

BEST BUYS

90 Noble Vines 2016 242 Sauvignon Blanc (San 
Bernabe). This vintage shows cut grass, ripe 

apple, pear, wet cement and nectarine sorbet aromas 
in a wine that’s almost as clear as water. The palate 
is textural and full of zip, with rainy day-like crisp-
ness and green fruit flavors. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

90 Prophecy 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). A pretty nose of delicate citrus, 

tropical fruit and floral tones is followed by some 
buttery base notes. The oak is showy but there are 
many who will like the creamy texture and spice it 
brings to the palate. E & J Gallo. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $14 

88 Michael Pozzan 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Lake County). Crisp green-apple aromas 

and tangy, vibrant flavors give this nicely dry wine 
a high refreshment quotient, so it will be ideal to 
stock for everyday occasions. It has great acidity, a 
tangy mouthfeel and a lingering, fruity finish. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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BEST BUYS

87 ManCan NV Fizz (California). This sparkling 
wine is the best of ManCan’s three new 

canned offerings. It has plenty of rich fruit flavors 
and a buttery note. Lively bubbles settle into the 
smooth, creamy texture, leaving an overall impres-
sion of easygoing enjoyment. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $5/375 ml 

87 Oak Grove 2016 Family Reserve Viognier (Cal-
ifornia). While very fruity, fresh and ripe 

tasting, this medium-bodied wine also has good 
acidity for balance. Light touches of vanilla, but-
ter and nutmeg add welcome complexity. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

87 Segura Viudas NV Brut (Cava). A mild, clean 
nose offers hints of clover and talcum pow-

der, along with citrus and apple notes. This is 
simple on the palate, while chalky lime and apple 
flavors finish fresh. Freixenet USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

BEST BUYS

86 Oak Grove 2016 Family Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (California). This is a nice, low-key 

wine that won’t make any enemies. It has crisp 
apple aromas, herbal touches and enough acidity to 
keep it lively on the palate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

86 Segura Viudas NV Rosé (Cava). Aromas of 
melon, mango and papaya are more yeasty 

than fresh and alert. This Trepat-based rosé feels 
foamy and soda-like. Flavors of citrus, melon and 
brown sugar finish slightly flat but fruity. Freixenet 
USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

85 Kirkland Signature 2015 Pinot Noir (Carne-
ros). Bay leaf and eucalyptus figure promi-

nently on the nose and palate of this wine, making 
for an intensely earthy, herbal experience, peppered 
by forest-floor notes. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $10 

SPIRITS

93 Benromach 15 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Vision Wine & Spirits, Taunton, MA). This 

amber-hued whisky offers caramel, oak and a hint 
of black cherry on the nose and mouth. The drying 
palate leads with black cherry and creamy honey, 
finishing taut, with leather, cigar wrapper, dark 
chocolate and clove heat.
abv: 43% Price: $99

91 Benromach 10 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Vision Wine & Spirits, Taunton, MA). This 

copper-hued whiskey offers concentrated caramel, 
pecan pie and oak aromas. The palate is oaky and 
drying, not as luscious as the aroma suggests, show-
ing vanilla and spice, plus hints of baked apple and 
cocoa. Adding water brings out more nutty flavor 
and a whiff of smoke.
abv: 43% Price: $50

CORRECTION
In the November 2017 Buying Guide, a wine was 
incorrectly listed as Le Jade 2016 Chardonnay 
(Pays d’Aude). The correct listing is Les Costières 
de Pomerols 2016 Le Jade Chardonnay (Pays d’Oc).



  
WINEMAG.COM |  19

wine will evolve with cellar age. Drink 2017–2027. 
DNS Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

94 Wiston Estate Winery 2013 Cuvée Brut (Eng-
land). A toasty touch of brioche joins ripe 

red and yellow-apple notes on the nose. The palate 
has even more of that autolytic richness, ground-
ing both tart red apple and ripe lemon notes. Fine 
and creamy, the mousse highlights the fruit fresh-
ness while an earthier, toastier, richer background 
shimmers through enticingly. This harmonious and 
complex sparkler majors on beautiful development 
and pristine freshness. Lovely now, it is certain to 
develop further. Drink 2017–2025. K&L Wine Mer-
chants. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

93 Bride Valley Vineyard 2014 Brut Reserve 
(England). There is almost something of 

the sea breeze in this wine. An alluring iodine hint 
on the nose mixes with notions of green apple and 
the merest touch of rhubarb. The palate comes in 
with a smooth, fine mousse of tiny, creamy bubbles 
that counterpoint the inherent English briskness. 
Slender and elegant, the palate gears everything to 
a fresh finish of green apple and lemon purity that 
lingers. It’s harmonious, refreshing and balanced. 
Boisset Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

93 Exton Park Vineyard NV Blanc de Noirs (Eng-
land). A touch of honey clings to appetiz-

ingly tart red-apple fruit on the nose. The palate 
brings in a bright streak of lemon freshness that is 
both countered and enhanced by the fine, creamy 
mousse. Elegant litheness and an ease of touch ele-
vate flavors to tart, crisp ripeness. The lip-smack-
ing, pure finish reveals lovely brioche notes. Still 
taut and fresh, it would make a great apéritif. The 
wine will round out with a little bottle age. Drink 
2017–2025. Primrose Fine Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $43 

93 Gusbourne Estate 2013 Brut Reserve (Eng-
land). A generously ripe touch of apricot 

hovers before blending in with ripe Amalfi lemon 
and Granny Smith notes. Brightness and light seem 
to be at the core of this wine. The mousse is exuber-
ant and flavors are brisk and urgent. Subtle autoly-
sis provides a calm backdrop to all the lively, fruity 
action in the foreground. The balance is harmoni-
ous and flavors are brisk, fruity and pure The long-
lasting finish conveys seriousness. Lovely now, the 
wine will evolve with bottle age. Drink 2017–2022. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

93 Nyetimber NV Classic Cuvée (England). This 
is a class act. Fresh white breadcrumb and 

crisp, ripe red apple combine to create an appetizing 
nose. The lively fizz on the palate makes the tart but 
ripe red-apple notions stand out, painted against 
a mellow, yeasty backdrop and resonant, bready 
depth. This wine is crisp and rich in equal measure, 

bold and full flavored, yet elegant and smooth. Out-
standing freshness, brightness and purity become 
apparent on the long finish. Valkyrie Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

92 Chapel Down NV Brut (England). The purest 
notion of Golden Pearmain apples is beguil-

ing on the nose, promising fruit and mellowness in 
equal measure. The palate with its superfine and 
creamy mousse does not disappoint. Creamy, rich 
autolysis and ripe yellow apple create an elegant, 
generous and bright midpalate that’s full of flavor 
and depth. It’s harmonious, hitting that intersec-
tion of freshness and richness perfectly and finish-
ing long. ABCK Corp. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

92 Exton Park Vineyard NV Brut (England). Cit-
rus foliage and zest hover aromatically on 

the nose before being subsumed into a richer, gen-
erous but always brisk palate. This wine offers both 
bold, crisp, invigorating green apple sharpness and 
a gentler notion of lemon shortbread. It’s bright and 
pure, with a creamy, exuberant sparkle that conveys 
lemony freshness. That pure, lemony, superclean 
finish resonates and makes you want to sip more. 
This would be a mouth-watering apéritif. Primrose 
Fine Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $38 

92 Hattingley Valley Wines NV Classic Reserve 
(England). Smooth hints of apricot and 

vanilla immediately give the nose an impression 
of richness and generosity. The palate also has a 
creaminess and sonorous layers of gentle Golden 
Delicious and stone fruit mingling with notions 
of sponge cake. But this stays on the svelte side, 
brightened by a lightning flash of brisk crispness. It 
combines freshness and mellowness, showing what 
reserve wines can do to a delicious blend. The fin-
ish is dry, pure and delicious. Valkyrie Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

92 Ridgeview Estate NV Bloomsbury Brut (Eng-
land). This wine brims with fruit and fresh-

ness. A host of apple notions comes alive on nose 
and palate: The appetizing, ripe tartness of Cox 
Orange Pippin, the mouthwatering crispness of 
Granny Smith and the mellowness of Golden Deli-
cous. It has a refreshing, open honesty, juicy and 
totally inviting. Underneath all that allure lies rich 
autolysis, underlined by a fine, creamy mousse. Fla-
vors and freshness linger. Siema LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

92 Ridgeview Estate 2014 Cavendish Brut (Eng-
land). An alluring whiff of fern accompanies 

notions of ripe, red apple on the nose, while a touch 
of white pepper adds spice. The palate shows a very 
fine mousse that brings crisp red-apple freshness 
to the fore. This wine still seems young and taut, 
brimming with freshness in front of a rather reti-
cent backdrop. Give this wine some bottle age and 

its apple splendor will develop. Right now it needs 
to unfurl but all the riches are there. The finish is 
clean and lip-smacking. Banville Wine Merchants. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

91 Henners 2011 Brut (England). For full review 
see page 13. 

abv: 12% Price: $42 

91 Hoffmann & Rathbone 2013 Classic Cuvée 
(England). Notes of apple immediately rise 

from the glass: Ripe and mellow Golden Delicious as 
well as crisp Granny Smith. A background of short-
bread appears with a little more air. On the palate 
the mousse is very lively, almost frothy, highlight-
ing the briskness and freshness of this cuvée. Crisp 
apple and citrus notes underline the purity and 
freshness against a backdrop of subtle autolysis. 
The finish is bright and clean. Primrose Fine Wine. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

90 Hush Heath Estate NV Leslie’s Reserve (Eng-
land). A whiff of salted caramel endows 

the nose with an appetizing idea of toffee apple. 
The frothy palate is lively and shows off ripe, fruity 
apple notes of Red Delicous and shortcrust pastry. 
Crispness is countered by richer, playful fruit that 
anchors notes of biscuit and yeast. The finish is sus-
tained. Vine Street Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

89 Bolney Wine Estate NV Bolney Bubbly Brut 
(England). A whiff of elderflower and net-

tle appears on the nose before creamier hints of 
autolysis and green apple come in. The nettle makes 
another brief, aromatic appearance while the pal-
ate comes together to balance bright, green-apple 
crispness with mellow, subtly rich yeastiness. The 
bubbles are fine and soft, the finish is brisk and 
enlivening. It’s a wonderfully harmonious, fresh 
apéritif style. Vine Street Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $43 

ROSÉS

94 Bride Valley Vineyard 2014 Rosé Bella (Eng-
land). Restrained notes of tart red berry 

and pink grapefruit play on the nose of this wine. 
The palate is taut but has an appetizing touch of wet 
stone along with fresh, fruity notes and a mellow 
but bright autolytic core that creates a harmoni-
ous impression. Tiny bubbles fizz away beatifically, 
sure in the knowledge that they go straight to your 
heart. This is quietly convincing, just being its very 
elegant self. Boisset Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $85 

94 Hoffmann & Rathbone 2011 Rosé Reserve 
(England). Redcurrant and cranberry vie 

for attention, while a slightly wilder notion of rose-
hip creates a lifted aroma with an edge of aromatic 
tisane, hinting at some evolution. The palate con-
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firms this with rich oatmeal and biscuit, a touch of 
honey and the alluring brightness of both fresh and 
candied lemon peel. This wine is slender but pro-
found, with just the right amount of evolution. It’s 
serious enough to take on subtle foods. The finish 
is rich but never lets go of its briskness. Primrose 
Fine Wine.—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $54 

94 Nyetimber NV Rosé (England). Pure notes 
of red apple rise from the glass, promising 

freshness, tart briskness and mellow fruit. A hint 
of shortbread conveys body and generosity. All of 
this comes together on the rounded palate that has 
the aromatic lift of rosehip tisane. Mellow autolysis 
gives the central freshness a generous background. 
Red-berry fruit flashes amidst the red-apple notes 
with appetizing tartness. This is a rounded but 
compact package that takes freshness onto a higher, 
elegant plane, finishing with enticing saltiness. 
Lovely now, it’s sure to develop. Drink 2017–2027. 
Valkyrie Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

94 Wiston Estate Winery 2014 Rosé (Eng-
land). Evocative redcurrant notes play on 

the nose. They become more intense on the palate 
where lively fizz lets them mix with lemon and pink 
grapefruit zestiness. This wine is lively and fresh 
but the exuberant surface is supported by a firm 
and taut structure of subtle autolysis that provides 
the perfect backdrop for all the tart, refreshing 
berry fruit. It offers freshness, joy and verve in one 
tidy, neat package. Lovely now, it will develop. Drink 
2017–2025. K&L Wine Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $44 

93 Bolney Wine Estate 2014 Cuvée Rosé Brut 
(England). A whiff of blossom clings to the 

appetizing hint of freshly cut red-apple peel on the 
nose of this very pale rosé. The palate adds rich-
ness and a touch of honey and chalk that provides 
a sonorous dimension, filling the mouth with the 
bounty of ripe, red apples. The mousse is creamy, 
underlining the ample structure that allows the 
ripe acidity to swirl alluringly across the palate. 
This brisk but generous sparkler would work on the 
table. Vine Street Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

93 Exton Park Vineyard NV Rosé (England). 
Notions of tart redcurrant play on the nose 

while a delicious edge of white pepper draws you 
in. The same pepper entices on the palate, framing 
fresh, tart berry and lemon purity on the slender 
but memorable palate. A firm structure makes this 
spicy, energetic and invigorating little number irre-
sistible. The fine mousse has verve and elegance. It 
finishes pure and long. Primrose Fine Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $43 

93 Gusbourne Estate 2013 Brut Rosé (Eng-
land). Freshly cut peel of tart but ripe red 

apple entices on the nose. The palate embraces all 
this with the subtle, creamy richness of autolysis: 

Think shortcake and soft sponge. A luminous core 
of fresh, brisk acidity brightens everything, lifting 
up flavors of red apple, strawberry and tart redcur-
rant on the palate. This harmonious rosé leaves a 
lasting impression and is appetizing with its light-
ning streak of freshness. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

92 Camel Valley 2014 Rosé Brut (England). 
Hints of tart redcurrant have a softenting 

creamy edge. The palate fizzes with tiny bubbles 
that disperse the red-fruited, creamy tartness 
across the palate. A lovely touch of white pepper 
and enduring, beautiful briskness brightens every-
thing from the first sip to the last echo of flavor on 
the lip-smacking finish. It’s fresh, mouthfilling and 
exuberant. Vine Street Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

92 Hush Heath Estate 2013 Balfour Brut Rosé 
(England). Blossom honey, a touch of melon 

and fresh, fragrant red-apple fruit make for an 
appetizing nose. On the palate these alluring fla-
vors are joined by the generous, rounded notion of 
sponge cake. Towards the finish the pure freshness 
of bright lemon takes over, and fine bubbles offer 
fruit and creaminess. It’s a balanced and appetizing 
rosé with a lasting, beautifully yeasty finish. Vine 
Street Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

91 Hattingley Valley Wines 2014 Rosé (England). 
Redcurrant and cranberry freshness plays 

on the nose and palate, where they are overtaken 
by a bright, clean citrus streak. The fine bubbles 
fizz away, dispersing this lively, invigorating fresh-
ness across the palate where an edge of sourdough 
appears. It’s a taut, brisk and refreshing wine. 
Valkyrie Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

ALSACE
GRAND CRU

RIESLING

97 Domaine Ostertag 2015 Muenchberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). There is something 

incredibly fruity and simultaneously tart on the 
nose: It is reminiscent of honeyed deaf nettle blos-
som as well as passion fruit. Wet stone and lemon 
heighten these perceptions even more. The pal-
ate comes in with concentrated zestiness—there 
almost is a sobering edge of bitter pith that pulls 
us towards the earth while the soaring lemon and 
grapefruit notes lift towards the light. This is fruit-
ful promise and airy spirit, earthy depth and bound-
less richness. All this comes as a bundled force of 
joy, freshness and utter pleasure. That beguiling, 
lemony wet stone appears again on the dry intense 
finish of this elixir-like wine which perhaps has not 
only captured the light of the sun but that of the 

stars, too. Drink 2022–2040. Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $66 

97 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Clos Saint 
Urbain Rangen de Thann Grand Cru Riesling 

(Alsace). Smoke, orange, wet stone and earth notes 
are powerful and beguiling on the nose. The palate 
has absolute concentration and energy and more 
of that smoky promise. This is like the bundled 
focus of a laser light—incisive, precise and pierc-
ing. Notions of peach, lemon and tangerine dance 
and hover, but the central core and force remains a 
kind of drive that could move mountains. This is a 
sleeping giant, absolute and pure, brooding, laying 
in wait to unleash its might. The palate is absolutely 
dry, absolutely fresh, absolutely uncompromising. 
The finish is piercingly clean. Wait for this. Drink 
2025–2040 at least. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $120 

97 René Muré 2015 Clos Saint Landelin Vorbourg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The heady aro-

matic scent of fresh tangerine peel takes turns with 
the refreshing perfume of green Seville oranges. 
The palate takes these enticing aromas and bundles 
them into one arrow-like force of concentrated 
freshness. This is a high-wire act of piercing bright-
ness and layered citrus aroma. This is like a self-
generating well of freshness that convinces with its 
luminosity, raciness and rapier-like purity of citrus 
flavors. Everything is heightened: Fruit, dryness, 
freshness and vibrant verve. It is tempting but it 
would be a shame to drink this now. Keep this genie 
in its bottle for a while longer, if only to see what 
fascinating direction it takes. This is wondrous. 
Drink 2022–2037. Gargouille Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

97 Trimbach 2014 Schlossberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). An earthy touch of freshly 

turned soil clings to the pure apple note on the nose. 
On the absolutely dry palate, however, a beautifully 
lithe, serene but all-encompassing cloud of lemon 
freshness just steals the show. It pervades and 
informs nose, palate and mind. Its luminosity and 
vivacious freshness just soars and sings. Yes, this is 
uncompromising. You have to like freshness, acidity 
and unflinching honesty to be a fan of this, but if 
you are, this is a ticket to vinous heaven. Wow. This 
is a real experience and a celebration of site and 
variety. Hoard this if you can. Gorgeous and fresh 
now, but far too young. Drink 2022–2040. Esprit 
du Vin. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

96 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Steingrubler 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Tender pure 

peach and fine spicy notions of grapefruit zest 
unite to create a very inviting nose. The leafiness of 
fragrant citrus foliage adds extra charm. All these 
notions continue to play on the very zesty, thor-
oughly aromatic palate. Citrus flesh and peel shim-
mers and swirls across mind and palate, creating a 
dreamy, heightened cloud of fragrant freshness. The 
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palate is just off dry and lip-smackingly bright and 
fresh. A triumphantly long finish adds the allure of 
blood orange to this seductive, aromatic wine and 
makes it utterly irresistible. Drink 2017–2037. Petit 
Pois. Cellar Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $38 

96 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Rangen Grand Cru Vendanges Tardives Ries-

ling (Alsace). The nose is still closed but already 
gives glimpses of citrus zestiness. The palate is a riot 
of both fresh and candied peel, think Seville orange, 
tangerine and Meyer lemon. The zesty freshness of 
the citrus fruit always has the upper hand on this 
energetic, exuberant late harvest wine and counters 
the residual sweetness perfectly. Killer acidity and 
utter concentration create a magnetic, delicious, age-
worthy wine. The finish is off dry and refreshing, with 
a sweetish glint here and there. Drink 2017–2040 at 
least. Weygandt-Metzler. Cellar Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

96 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Brand Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A touch of flinty 

reduction still hangs over the nose, subduing the 
varietal aromas. But this is only a sign of youth, as 
is the residual carbon dioxide on the palate. While 
very young, this holds all it needs for a promising 
future: A bright core of juicy fruit—think tangerine, 
tart red apple and ripe yellow pear—as well as the 
vividly clean and racy freshness of bright lemon. 
This is concentrated and rather powerful, rapier-
like in its cleansing, dry finish but also generous 
on its fruity midpalate. This is confident and self-
assured and stands tall with its powerful structure 
and body. Leave this to calm down and become 
itself. Drink 2018–2037. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

96 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2014 Brand Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Smoke and the mer-

est, tantalizing whiff of toffee apple can be dis-
cerned on the nose. Fragrant herbs—think chervil 
and yarrow—also make an appearance. The pal-
ate is dry but brims with ripe lemon oil and fresh 
lemon fruit. This is streamlined and impactful, with 
a commanding, overarching freshness that only 
enforces the inherent power of this site more. For 
now this is tightly wound and still closed, majoring 
on its ample lemon charm but this needs bottle age 
to let the myriad notes promised on the nose unfold 
on the palate. Drink 2022–2040. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

96 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Saering Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). For full review see 

page 3. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

96 Julien Schaal 2016 Rangen de Thann Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). Glorious and utterly 

enticing notes of peach hover on the nose. They are 
joined by a tart, aromatic citrus tang of bergamot 
and citrus foliage. The palate has that same allur-
ing aromatic spectrum that unites utter freshness 

with exoticism. This seems light but also packs 
an incredible punch. There is energy and verve on 
the midpalate, which has an utterly compact, con-
centrated but fluid texture. Bright zestiness illu-
minates the entire palate. It’s a most unusual and 
most beguiling Riesling with incredible appeal and 
potential. Drink 2017–2040. Distinctive Domaines. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

96 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Geisberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). There is a glorious touch of 

ripe peach among the abundant lemon notes of the 
nose. A hint of grapefruit spice lends added allure. 
These notes carry to the palate that is juicy in ripe 
peach, grapefruit and bright lemon. All this happens 
on an completely dry, finely delineated body of abso-
lute precision and poise. There is something crystal-
line about this, something fine-boned and delicate 
that nonetheless has absolute power to convince. 
This is simply wonderful. Its inherent grace will only 
increase with time. Drink 2020–2037. Kermit Lynch 
Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

96 René Muré 2015 Zinnkoepfle Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). Whiffs of red-cheeked mira-

belle plum, tart red apple, a touch of earth and vivid 
tangerine immediately signal pleasure. The abso-
lutely straightlaced, concentrated and dry palate 
adds hints of quince and blood orange. This is dry, 
even lean but absolutely powerful with bundled fla-
vor. You can feel heat and energy at the core of this, 
there is real ripeness and force here, played against 
absolute, vivid and cleansing freshness. High drama 
indeed. Let it age a while before playing it out. It 
will be worth the wait. Drink 2022–2037. Gar-
gouille Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

95 Boeckel 2015 Zotzenberg Grand Cru Riesling 
(Alsace). A lovely touch of orange zest teases 

the nose and there also is a lovely hint of chervil. 
The streamlined palate comes in with bundled cit-
rus notes. The tart flesh of tangerine and the zest 
of lemon are softened and enriched with orange oil 
and ample concentration. This is pure and racy, lin-
ear and bold. There is something salty and energetic, 
something incredibly fresh and vibrant at the core. 
The palate and finish are absolutely dry, the echo is 
long and clean. Blastingly fresh right now, sure to 
evolve. Drink 2019–2037. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

95 Cave de Turckheim 2015 Brand Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). What a heady nose. Tangerine 

peel, hay flowers and ripe apples all dance and swirl 
across the senses. The palate takes the swirling 
fruit and fragrance up a notch, heightened with the 
intensity of tangy lemon freshness. This has utter 
precision and concentration, there almost seems to 
be a life force of stone and power behind it. It’s a 
textbook Riesling with a clean, dry and totally tangy 
moreish finish. Lovely now but with great potential. 

Drink 2017–2035. Magnum Wines International. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

95 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Hengst 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A funky whiff of 

yeast has to blow off before wonderfully pure orange 
zest notes appear. The palate has a wonderful rich-
ness of texture, something earthy with a pithy, beau-
tiful grip. The flavors are still taut, for now (just zesty 
aromatic orange peel) but much more still hides and 
sleeps below the surface. This is powerful and con-
centrated, with a lovely and enduring backbone of 
freshness. This needs bottle age to come into its own. 
The finish is fresh, clean and lasting. Drink 2020–
2037. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $56 

95 Domaine Gresser 2014 Kastelberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A very shy closed 

nose gives little away but the palate reveals all. A 
beautifully lithe and fluid synthesis of ripe and tart 
orchard fruits is leavened by bright citrus, green 
pear, Cox’s apple and pure ripe Amalfi lemon. There 
also is a fine hint of discreet herbal lift—chamomile 
and chervil can be glimpsed here and there. What 
an aromatic, statuesque beauty. Alluring now but 
absolutely certain to become spectacular with some 
age. The finish is totally dry, aromatic and long. 
Drink 2017–2037. Martine’s Wines. Cellar Selec-
tion. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $72 

95 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Kessler Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). This takes a few 

moments to open up on the nose but the gloriously 
tart but ripe apple notion of Riesling then becomes 
enticing and irresistible. On the palate the flavors 
the apple flavor acquires the merest touch of honey 
while vivid lemon awakes all taste buds. This is 
intense and incisive but not heavy at all. The pal-
ate is dry and poised. The finish is ultraclean and 
gorgeously lip-smacking. Totally refreshing now but 
with great potential. Drink 2017–2037. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

95 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Kitterlé Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is a little shy, 

just hinting at citrus freshness. The very dry palate 
brings all the freshness to the fore—this is lithe and 
vividly lemony. Exquisite tartness tingles deliciously 
on the tongue and ripples its vivid rays of shimmer-
ing bright light across the senses—what a picture of 
2014. If you like it emollient and rounded this is not 
for you. This is for lovers of bright uncompromising 
purity and freshness. This has real verve, bags of it, 
all backed up with serious lemon fruit. Gorgeously 
refreshing now but it will be even better with time. 
Drink 2017–2037. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

95 Gustave Lorentz 2011 Altenberg de Bergheim 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A touch of lus-
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cious peach plays among the ripe lemon notes of the 
nose. A heady chamomile lift hints at some evolu-
tion. The absolutely dry palate is still vividly fresh 
and has barely begun to unfurl its store of rich aro-
mas. For now the luminous freshness and brightness 
of pure ripe lemon zest still dominates. Here and 
there a touch of candle wax, stone and chamomile 
appears. From the 2011, this has barely begun its 
journey. A lovely, incisive, intense but elegant wine 
with a clean refreshing finish. Drink 2017–2030. 
Quintessential Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

95 Hugel 2011 Grossi Laüe Riesling (Alsace). A 
hint of smoke and a touch of earth precede 

the fresh lemon notes of the nose. The dry palate, 
with its vivid impression of very pure, bright and 
incisive lemon freshness, still seems tightly wound. 
There is something brooding and alive about this—
it can be felt below the surface, disquieting but 
promising. This has barely started on its journey 
and will take a while to develop fully but it’s all 
already there, dormant and ready to unfurl with a 
little more bottle age. The pure, long and intense 
finish is a delicious promise. Drink 2017–2037. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

95 Jean Biecher & Fils 2016 Wiebelsberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A tender but entic-

ing touch of peach rises from the glass. There also 
is a glint of smoke and a touch of lemon zestiness. 
It is lemon and tangy citrus that takes over on the 
taut linear palate. Zestiness fizzes and gives the 
concentrated palate a wonderfully weightless feel 
that belies the depth of fruit. This is totally appetiz-
ing and refreshing with a dry, moreish finish. Drink 
2017–2035. Votto Vines Importing. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

95 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2015 Kaefferkopf Grand 
Cru Vieilles Vignes Riesling (Alsace). Tender 

notes of orange peel and pear skin reach the nose. 
The palate shows a vivid note of orange peel, with 
an herbal hint of mint and a wonderfully light, fluid 
touch. There is concentration but also poise, abso-
lute dryness and wonderful length. There is an ele-
gant touch that makes this all the more seductive, 
especially on the tingling zesty finish. A total joy. 
Drink 2017–2030. The Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

95 Julien Schaal 2016 Kastelberg Grand Cru 
Schiste Riesling (Alsace). Chamomile and 

ripe, red-apple notes make for an appetizing nose. 
The palate adds lovely vivid notes of zesty tanger-
ine to this. Aromas of hay flowers also appear on 
this shimmering, aromatic, tight, taut and linear 
Riesling. Concentration fills the mouth with won-
derfully light but sure-footed brightness and flavor. 
The dry long finish has a grounding earthy touch. 
Simply wonderful. Drink 2017–2035. Distinctive 
Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

95 Julien Schaal 2016 Rosacker Grand Cru Cal-
caire Riesling (Alsace). A wonderfully aro-

matic nose presents orange blossom and tangerine 
zest, Seville orange and ripe mandarin. All of these 
notions are joyously bundled on the concentrated 
dry palate that is brightened with even more zesty 
lemon freshness. There is drive here and an arrow-
like structure that is energetic and totally refresh-
ing. Uncompromising freshness, expressed with 
exuberant citrus charm, enlivens everything. The 
absolutely dry finish is invigorating and lasting. 
Drink 2018–2035. Distinctive Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

95 Marc Kreydenweiss 2014 Kastelberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A funky earthy touch 

hovers on the nose before hints of nettle and lemon 
balm add an aromatic edge to lemon freshness. On 
the exquisitely dry palate, it is the vivid, bright and 
intense lemon freshness that takes over, but those 
earthier notes still flash up around the edges, add-
ing interest and depth. They will unfurl more as 
time passes. While this is linear, incisive and pre-
cise now, it will truly shine with bottle age. Drink 
2017–2037. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

95 Paul Blanck 2014 Schlossberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Dried lemon peel and 

hay flowers make for an inviting nose. On the pal-
ate, the vivid brightness of lemon brightens notes of 
tart apple and the merest touch of earth and stone. 
This is precise and pure, absolutely dry and magnifi-
cent. The freshness is incisive and invigorating. It’s 
another one of those gloriously bright and unapolo-
getically fresh 2014 Rieslings. Clearly a vintage for 
adults only. The finish is lip-smackingly clean and 
utterly moreish. Drink 2017–2037. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

94 André Kientzler 2016 Osterberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). A very tender touch of 

peach is felt on the nose. On the palate it is bright 
lemon freshness that takes over. Despite the lemony 
concentration on the dry taut palate, there is a won-
derfully light touch. A zesty edge of pleasantly bitter 
pith accentuates the citrus freshness perfectly. This 
is luminous and refreshing, vivid and bright. The 
finish is totally citrus-focused and lip-smackingly 
moreish. Drink 2017–2035. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

94 André Kientzler 2016 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A stirringly pure 

notion of ripe lemon on the nose is accompanied 
by a touch of freshly turned earth. The palate fol-
lows suit, with the soaring lift of pure lemon and 
the grounding notion of beautiful earthiness. This is 
dry and linear, shapely and concentrated and ulti-
mately very refreshing and totally gratifying. The 
finish is pure and lasting. Drink 2018–2030. AP 
Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

94 André Kientzler 2015 Geisberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). The nose is slightly sub-

dued with a faint touch of lemon balm and orange. 
The palate unpacks this with notes of both citrus and 
earth. There is something textured about that earthy 
feel, while all the freshness of lemon and orange zest 
dazzles the senses. This has purity and precision 
which lend a sense of weightlessness despite the 
undoubted power of the wine. The finish is wonder-
fully dry, refreshing and absolutely lip-smacking. 
Drink 2017–2030. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

94 Bestheim 2015 Anne de K Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

94 Boeckel 2014 Wiebelsberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). The wonderfully earthy touch 

of russet pear peel and the freshness of lemon and 
green apple all appear on the nose. On the beauti-
fully dry incisive palate, the lemon shines through 
and takes over. This is bright, vivid and fresh but 
comes with a lovely earthy texture that grounds the 
soaring lemon freshness. The long finish once again 
features ripe but tart apple and green pear, but ends 
in lip-smacking pure lemon zest. Drink 2017–2030 
at least. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

94 Cave de Turckheim 2013 Hengst Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). A touch of earth and the 

purest expression possible of tart ripe red apple 
immediately draws you in on the nose. The abso-
lutely dry palate also has a touch of that earthiness 
and adds more apple-peel notions to the fruit while 
a vivid lemon brightness takes center stage. This is 
generous and earthy in a typically Alsatian idiom 
but then that freshness kicks in and takes this to 
another level. It channels and guides all the energy 
and power of this site into alluring dynamics on 
the palate. The finish is dry, long and lovely. Drink 
2017–2030. Magnum Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

94 Domaine Charles Baur 2015 Eichberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A shy, just about cit-

rus-scented nose takes a little air to be woken up 
before releasing a strikingly pure note of ripe lemon. 
The palate has the same clear lemon purity but has 
a rich fluid texture of ripeness and concentration—a 
wonderful interplay of fruit richness and taut fresh-
ness that creates tension and poise. While the pal-
ate is completely dry, the lemon depth attains the 
richness of lemon oil and candied zest. The tangi-
ness lingers long on the pure finish. This is lovely 
and pure now, but bottle age will make it beguiling. 
Drink 2017–2037. Connoisseur Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

94 Domaine Charles Frey 2015 Frankstein Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A wonderfully savory 

touch of fragrant wild thyme precedes the tangerine 
peel notes on the nose of this promising and aromat-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  23

ically scented wine. The palate comes through with 
tangy zesty tangerine and bright fresh lemon. This is 
streamlined and taut, muscular but svelte. This just 
fills palate and mind with its fizzing, vibrant citrus 
notes that shine on the absolutely dry concentrated 
palate. Lots of refreshment and excitement here. 
Drink 2017–2030. BNP Distributing. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

94 Domaine Fernand Engel 2014 Mandelberg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Earth and 

apple, citrus and herb all mingle on nose and pal-
ate. It is the green apple with its chamomile edge 
and above all the bright ripe lemon freshness which 
expands across the dry palate. This is full of bright 
refreshing citrus and a beautifully understated 
vigor which will live in this wine for years to come. 
The finish culminates in a gorgeously tart but ripe 
apple notion. Very moreish now and approachable 
but with lots of future promise. Drink 2017–2030. 
Grape Expectations (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

94 Domaine Fernand Engel 2014 Praelatenberg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Earth, apple, 

citrus and herb all mingle on nose. Green apple 
tinged with chamomile edge strikes against bright 
lemon on the dry palate. This is full of refreshing 
citrus and a beautifully understated vigor which will 
live in this wine for years to come. The finish cul-
minates in a gorgeously tart but ripe apple notion. 
Very moreish now and approachable but with lots of 
future promise. Drink 2017–2030. Grape Expecta-
tions (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

94 Domaine G. Metz 2015 Muenchberg Grand 
Cru Cuvée Elliott Riesling (Alsace). The aro-

matic richness of ripe pears rises from the glass. 
The same rich fruit is joined by a lively streak of 
lemon freshness on the palate where it is met with 
a judicious dollop of residual sweetness. This wine 
plays off generous, juicy ripeness with tingling, tart 
freshness and creates a delicious balancing act. 
The finish is zesty and just off dry and wonderfully 
moreish. Chemin Des Vins. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

94 Domaine G. Metz 2014 Muenchberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). This combination 

of tingling grapefruit spice, pure lemon and leafy 
lemon balm on the nose is utterly disarming. The 
touch of green apple makes it even more alluring. 
The palate jumbles all of these fresh, lithe, bright 
and appetizing flavors together and swirls them 
across the palate on a joyous, light-footed lemon 
sweep. Oh for the pleasure of Riesling in a vintage 
that majors on freshness rather than ripeness. This 
dances on the tongue with its dryness, purity and 
aromatic ease. Underneath all that is concentration 
and a stony, firm core that anchors this in quality. A 
lovely, promising and utterly charming wine. Drink 
2017–2030. Chemin Des Vins. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

94 Domaine G. Metz 2012 Muenchberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is shy but 

promises development with its heady note of cham-
omile. The palate reinforces this soothing, herbal 
and balm-like feeling even more, seemingly dissolv-
ing dried chamomile aromas in a sea of fluid, fresh 
lemon. The palate is absolutely dry and comes with 
a wonderful lightness of touch. Despite the ripeness 
of the 2012 vintage this has ease and a spring in its 
step. This wine is lovely now and will continue to 
evolve for a long time. Concentration will make sure 
of that. Drink 2017–2030. Chemin Des Vins. —A.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $22 

94 Domaine Gresser 2012 Wiebelsberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). This wine carries 

aromas of white blossom in the dusk and freshly 
ripened stone fruit. The palate continues on this 
dreamy note, enveloping the tart-ripe freshness of 
red apples and a touch of citrus. The fruit is remark-
ably ripe and fresh for a wine from the 2012 vin-
tage. The just off-dry palate hides nothing and just 
charms and entices. Lovely, dreamy, pure flavors 
from start to long, long finish. Drink 2017–2030. 
Martine’s Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

94 Domaine Pfister 2014 Engelberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is rather 

restrained but the palate comes alive with ripe 
lemon and zesty tangerine. This is dry and concen-
trated, with a lovely vein of lemon freshness that 
pervades and brightens the entire experience. Pre-
pare to be refreshed. This is luminous, fresh and so 
illustrative of the 2014 vintage: A challenge that 
yielded such jewels in the right hands. Lovely now 
but with ample mileage. Drink 2017–2037 Vintage 
’59 Imports. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2015 Ehrhart Hengst 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The senses are 

immediately captured by the purity of the perfectly 
ripe apple notes that rise from the glass. The pal-
ate continues in that pure, joyous, juicy vein. This 
has incredible power and despite its muscle and 
undoubted weight there is no fat. The palate is dry 
and streamlined and bouncing with fruit and life. 
Lovely now, sure to age beautifully. Drink 2017–
2030. Robert Kacher Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

94 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2015 Ehrhart Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Wet stone 

and lemon set the tone when it comes to scent. The 
palate falls in with these themes and presents preci-
sion and poise; the razor-sharp freshness of lemon 
zest is both brightening and deliciously bracing. This 
is a svelte but concentrated wine of great purity that 
has not really come into its own yet. It is perfumed 
now but one cannot help but suspect much more 
development of aroma in the future. All the poten-
tial, concentration and balance is there. The finish 

is dry and lemony. Drink 2017–2030. Robert Kacher 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

94 Domaine Zinck 2015 Pfersigberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). The tart but tropical 

charm of passion fruit plays around the nose before 
more zesty citrus notes become apparent. The pal-
ate is generous with juicy peach, yellow pear and 
citrus. The vein of lemon freshness at the core is 
totally seductive. While the palate is patently dry, 
the absolute juiciness of the fruit will get you, as 
will the clean but aromatic finish. Drink 2017–2027. 
HB Wine Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

94 Dopff & Irion 2012 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). That ethereal herbal 

lift of fine Riesling is apparent with the very first 
whiff. These wonderfully herb-scented notions con-
tinue on the exemplary dry palate: Imagine a lick 
of scented, dried chamomile embracing notions of 
dried and fresh apple and citrus peel. A wonder-
fully harmonious synthesis of fresh and evolved fla-
vors. If you need convincing of the mature charm of 
Riesling this is the wine to convince you: Elegant, 
understated and yet intense. The finish is dry, sus-
tained and utterly moreish. Lovely and maturing 
now, but with further potential. Drink 2017–2030. 
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

94 Emile Beyer 2016 Eichberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). Zesty notes of tangerine are 

met with earthier hints of russet pear peel on the 
open appetizing nose. The palate shines with even 
brighter citrus appeal—think tangerine and tart 
blood orange with a wonderfully vivid lemon streak. 
This is linear and concentrated, utterly refreshing 
and lively. The finish is dry, long and beautifully 
invigorating. Drink 2017–2030. Michael Corso 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

94 Emile Beyer 2016 Pfersigberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). A wonderfully aromatic hit of 

citrus foliage, Seville orange zest and blood orange 
assails the nose. The mouthfeel is concentrated and 
adds some pleasantly bitter, earthy citrus pith. This 
is linear and taut and provides utter refreshment. 
What a gorgeous, enlivening wine. The finish is taut, 
citric and dry. Michael Corso Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

94 Jean Biecher & Fils 2016 Sommerberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A subdued nose gives 

glints of earthy smoke and citrus zest. It is on the 
palate that soaring notes of ripe Amalfi lemon tan-
gerines appear. This is ripeness expressed within a 
taut firm frame of acidic bright structure. The pal-
ate is concentrated and linear, the finish is dry and 
lasting. The citrus aromas gain something of apple 
towards the finish. Wonderfully fresh. Lovely now 
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but sure to develop. Drink 2017–2035. Votto Vines 
Importing. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

94 Jean-Baptiste Adam 2015 Wineck-Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is 

not inclined to give much away at this early stage. 
The palate, however, freely gives wonderfully tart 
apple fruit that has a juicy ripeness and the tang 
of lemon. The palate is dry and streamlined, with 
a wonderfully racy focus of freshness and concen-
tration. Yet this remains svelte and toned. It is the 
lemony tang that creates such a deliciously lip-
smacking and refreshing finish. Lovely now but sure 
to develop. Drink 2017–2027. The Sorting Table. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $54 

94 Jean-Marc Bernhard 2015 Wineck-Schloss-
berg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Enticingly 

bracing grapefruit freshness streams from the glass. 
The palate has a milder sort of freshness—think 
very ripe bright lemon notes. The flavors are pleas-
ingly focused—sharp and clean, with dryness and a 
soaring freshness that lightens up everything. There 
is a wonderfully light touch here. It’s a beautiful 
and totally refreshing wine. Drink 2017–2030. BPW 
Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

94 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Eichberg Grand Cru Trois 
Châteaux Riesling (Alsace). A touch of 

freshly cut apple peel is all that appears on the shy 
nose. The palate is more approachable and opens into 
beautifully aromatic notions of ripe tart apples and 
blossom. This has a very harmonious balance and 
something like tender poise. This is absolutely fresh 
but it comes like a caress, touching and convincing 
with tenderness rather than flashy force. The pal-
ate is dry, has ample and aromatic apple fruit and 
immense charm. This is so easy to drink right now 
but will certainly evolve. It finishes with a long pure 
echo of lemon. Drink 2017–2027. Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

94 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Pfersigberg Grand Cru Trois 
Châteaux Riesling (Alsace). A touch of yeast 

still clings to the beautifully fresh apple nose of this 
wine while the palate still tingles with some residual 
carbon dioxide. This is rather young but the fruit is 
very pure in crisp green-apple notes and fresh, tangy 
lemon. The palate is absolutely dry and very taut and 
fresh. Some yeasty notes also swing along on the pal-
ate. This certainly needs bottle age but promises to 
become a lemon-scented, fresh and linear marvel. 
It certainly has bags of tension and freshness. The 
finish is bright, refreshing and utterly clean. Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

94 Paul Blanck 2014 Furstentum Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Tender notes of lemon 

and glorious freshness are first apparent on the 
shy nose but achieve their full expression on the 

slender, dry and incisive palate. The purity of the 
lemon zest notes tingles on the tongue and creates 
a streamlined, refreshing dynamic. This is clean and 
invigorating with its uncompromising bright fresh-
ness that lasts and lasts. This is lovely now but has 
huge promise. Drink 2017–2037. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

93 Cave de Hunawihr 2016 Rosacker Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). A subtle touch of lemon 

appears first. On the palate, this is amplified with 
lemony zest and brightness. Wonderfully dry and 
light, with a singing, illuminating freshness, this 
enlivens the palate and puts a spring in your step. 
There is concentration but also a wonderfully light 
touch. This is dry and utterly invigorating with a 
bracing, long and vivid finish of pure lemon. Drink 
2017–2030. Solstars. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

93 Domaine Michel Fonne 2014 Mambourg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Dandelion, 

earthiness and apple peel appear vividly on the nose, 
and a certain creaminess can also be discerned. The 
off-dry palate is incredibly fruity and boosts the 
sweetness of deliciously ripe apples while remaining 
absolutely tart and fresh. The finish is dry and fresh 
but this will echo any sweet element in an otherwise 
savory dish. Delicious and long. Drink 2017–2035. 
Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

93 Domaine Zinck 2015 Eichberg Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). A tropical whiff of passion fruit 

hovers enticingly on the nose. A touch of this also 
clings aromatically to the taut palate where concen-
trated citrus notes of orange, lemon and tangerine 
dominate. This is resolutely dry and bouncingly fresh 
with precision, fruit and verve. The finish is totally 
refreshing and lip-smacking. HB Wine Merchants. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

93 Dopff Au Moulin 2015 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A lick of lemon tangi-

ness plays on the nose alongside a touch of peach. 
The palate reprises this lemon freshness and lets 
it dance softly on the fluid, dry palate. Peach and 
mirabelle can be glimpsed, too. This is dry and 
fresh, clean and vivid, leaving the palate cleansed 
and refreshed. The lemon echoes long, joined by 
zesty grapefruit on the finish, and makes this totally 
moreish. Heritage Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

93 Jean Biecher & Fils 2016 Schoenenbourg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The merest 

touch of lemon appears on the nose. The palate is 
equally reticent, only gradually revealing a touch of 
orange blossom and apple peel around a very lem-
ony, bright, linear core. This has concentration but 
no heaviness, there is depth and toned muscle. The 
finish is dry and alluring, focusing on that lemon 

purity with a lovely earthy edge of apple peel. Drink 
2019–2030. Votto Vines Importing. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

93 Julien Schaal 2016 Sommerberg Grand Cru 
Granite Riesling (Alsace). Aromatically, this 

wine is still shy on nose and palate. Underneath 
that the linearity and inherent slenderness of ripe 
tangerine flesh and zest come though, enriched with 
an earthy notion of ripe pear. The palate is dry and 
energetic, but also still rather closed. The true col-
ors are revealed on the finish, with a lasting pear 
note bundled on the concentrated, linear palate. 
Drink 2019–2030. Distinctive Domaines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

93 Willm 2014 Kirchberg de Barr Grand Cru Ries-
ling (Alsace). It is lemon that constitutes 

the beginning, middle and end of this alluring wine. 
The first bright freshness flashes on the nose. The 
absolutely dry palate then becomes enveloped in 
the incisive, bright and invigorating fruit and zest of 
ripe lemon, providing direction and litheness. The 
finish is moreish and lip-smacking with the zesty 
freshness. You simply want more. Drink 2017–2027. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

93 Wolfberger 2014 Rangen Grand Cru Riesling 
(Alsace). The scent of fresh fragrant orange 

peel has a totally honeyed edge on the nose. The pal-
ate, however, has a wonderfully clear and clean-cut 
green pear and lemon note that simply sings. There 
is concentration and poise but also a feeling that 
this might be far better with a few years of cellar 
age. The beautifully dry palate is concentrated and 
has impact but is not heavy; the finish is lip-smack-
ing and vivid. It’s lovely now but better later. Drink 
2017–2030. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

92 Allimant-Laugner 2016 Praelatenberg Grand 
Cru Riesling (Alsace). A yeasty funk still 

clouds the nose and barely lets the fresh lemon 
notes through. The palate, however, revels bright 
lemon and a fine veil of leesy yeast. Right now, this 
is still taut and very young but its brightness is 
promising, as is its dry lip-smacking finish. Drink 
2017–2027. Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 André Kientzler 2016 Kirchberg de Ribeau-
ville Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is 

still shy, with hints of lemon. This note also char-
acterize the slender, dry and still-taut palate which 
also has a textured earthy element on which these 
lovely bright citrus accents are displayed. The fin-
ish is dry on this slender, young wine. Drink 2017–
2025. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

92 Domaine de la Tour Blanche 2015 Schoenen-
bourg Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). Blossom 

and citrus inform the nose—white jasmine hovers 
alongside grapefruit and orange. The palate is juicy 
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and full of bouncy easy fruit on a fluid dryish body. 
Bright lemon freshness makes the fruit flavors even 
more vivid. The balance between fruit and fresh-
ness gives this tension and makes it very moreish. 
The finish is clean and orange scented. Bird Rock 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Domaine Mersiol 2015 Frankstein Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Juicy peach and aromatic 

orange make for an appetizing fruit-driven opening. 
The palate adds an element of pure zestiness and 
bright freshness to these exuberant, ripe and entic-
ing fruit notes. This masters this playful tension 
between fruit and freshness beautifully. There is a 
touch of heat on the just-about-dry finish, but this 
spells fun, full fruit and total refreshment. Drink 
2017–2025. Ansonia Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Domaine Rieflé-Landmann 2015 Seppi 
Landmann Zinnkoepfle Grand Cru Riesling 

(Alsace). A rich, mellow whiff of vanilla and burnt 
sugar sweeps across the nose at first before appetiz-
ing tart notes of Granny Smith apple kick in. The 
palate is superfresh with these same green apple 
notes but also has a toasty mellowness adding and 
earthy charm and a richer, pithy texture. The fin-
ish is rounded but dry and lasting. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Domaine Rieflé-Landmann 2015 Steinert 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). A subdued nose 

opens up into a citrus palate that has unusual lico-
rice overtones, with smoky intrigue. The body is 
precise and bone dry, letting lemon and licorice 
shine and allowing the citrus freshness to brighten 
and heighten everything. The finish is superclean. 
Drink this now through 2025. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Domaine Specht 2015 Mandelberg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Friendly, fresh ripe apples 

beckon on the nose. The pure and fruit-driven pal-
ate follows suit, presenting flavors of juicy, ripe 
apples. A smidgen of residual sugar boosts these 
delicious fruit flavors and turns up the volume on 
ease and joy but Riesling’s vibrant freshness coun-
ters this masterfully so the finish is just off dry. This 
is lovely, bouncy and full of joy. Drink 2017–2022. 
Tenzing Wine and Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

92 Dopff Au Moulin 2015 The Furst Vorbourg 
Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). The nose is shy 

and merely hints at lemon zestiness. The palate also 
opens with lemon zest but in a very concentrated 
full-on fashion with a citrus blast. There is a softer 
touch of orange and tangerine, too. The freshness is 
bundled and has ample drive and energy. This cer-
tainly is juicy, citrus fresh and off dry. The finish 

is whistle-clean and very refreshing. Heritage Wine 
Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Pierre Sparr 2015 Schoenenbourg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13% Price: $45 

91 Joseph Cattin 2016 Hatschbourg Grand Cru 
Riesling (Alsace). Tender notes of lemon on 

the nose segue into riper citrus notes on the palate. 
This is a taut but textured wines which has a concen-
trated palate with an almost oily feel. Zesty lemon 
notes provide freshness. The finish is dry and last-
ing and this is sure to develop over the coming years. 
Drink 2017–2025. Dionysos Imports Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

PINOT GRIS

96 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Rangen Grand Cru Vendanges Tardives Pinot 

Gris (Alsace). Right now this is still shy on the nose. 
There is a glint of pear peel and Mirabelle, plus a 
suggestion of smoke. The palate is equally shy as 
the principal sensation is that of wonderfully tangy 
texture, fresh concentrated acidity and balanced 
sweetness right now. This needs time to develop 
its undoubtedly rich flavors. The balance is impec-
cable. Immense power and lasting strength lie at 
the core of this monumental wine. This is made to 
last and should be given time in the cellar. Drink 
2025–2050. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

96 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Clos Saint 
Urbain Rangen de Thann Grand Cru Pinot Gris 

(Alsace). Earth, smoke and lifted lemon peel create 
a very alluring, almost primal aroma. The palate 
comes in with gentle, subdued sweetness, boosting 
ripe pear notes before revealing fir honey bitterness 
and tangy grapefruit zest. A warm sandalwood-
spiced core is still tightly closed, holding further 
stores of fruit and spice and signalling lasting power 
and barely tamed energy. While aromas are entic-
ing now this deserves cellaring to come into its own. 
There is much drive and a dynamic citrus freshness 
wills you to sip more. This draws you in danger-
ously. The finish is dry and totally enticing. Drink 
2020–2040. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $120 

95 Domaine Ostertag 2015 A360P Muenchberg 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). A floral touch 

of honeysuckle plays spicily on the nose alongside 
aromatic Williams pear. The palate adds a sonorous 
and pleasant bitterness to this, reminiscent of fir 
honey, while the floral overtones of honeysuckle 
shimmer everywhere. There is quite some warmth 
and energy in this wine, smouldering at the very 
core. This is lovely now but is sure to last with all 
its brooding power. The finish is long and dry and 

returns to that pure note of Williams pear. Drink 
2017–2035. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

95 Domaine Schoffit 2012 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Rangen Grand Cru Sélection de Grains Nobles 

Pinot Gris (Alsace). The musky touch of botrytized 
fruit appears immediately, adding even more allure 
to the golden color. An explosion of golden apricot 
and luscious peach provide mouthfilling sweetness 
on the palate. All this is countered by very concen-
trated lemon freshness. This is not one of the tooth-
achingly sweet SGNs—this is fresher and still has 
vivid fruit flavors. The finish has so much freshness 
it is lip-smacking. This will be a killer with fruit-
centered desserts. Its sweetness-acid balance is of 
utter poise and a wonderful class act. Drink 2017–
2050. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $108 

95 Hugel 2011 Grossi Laüe Pinot Gris (Alsace). 
Heady notes of chamomile and dried hay 

flower stream from the glass immediately hinting at a 
wine with some evolution. A touch of candied lemon 
peel makes the nose even more enticing. The palate is 
generous but dry, showing off the pristine pear fruit 
and wonderful phenolic texture that gives as much 
structure to this wine as its fine pure lemony acid-
ity. Savored slowly, the full depth of pure pear fruit 
becomes apparent. This is a class act just coming into 
its drinking window now, with ample potential for 
further aging. Drink 2017–2035. Frederick Wildman 
& Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

94 Domaine Michel Fonne 2012 Marckrain Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Superripe mira-

belles and the juiciest pears appear on the nose and 
fill the mind with heady perfume. The palate con-
firms this notion of sweetness with ample residual 
sugar. However, this is met with precise acidity to 
create unusual thrill. This just sits on a knife’s edge 
between juicy ripe pear and mouth-watering grape-
fruit zest—a wonderful interplay of notions that 
makes this incredibly enticing. This is starting to 
develop and has way to go with its playful, medium-
dry finish. Drink 2017–2030. Kinson The Future of 
Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

94 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Rangen Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). The 

pithy, appetizing notion of russet pear peel entices 
on the nose, alongside the juicy ripeness of yellow 
pears. The palate has a rich earthy profound juici-
ness where generous pear fruit is countered by a 
pleasantly bitter edge. Notions of sandalwood spice 
glint in the distance. There is something warming, 
powerful and generous about this rich wine but the 
finish remains dry. This will benefit from bottle age. 
Drink 2020–2035. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

94 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Kessler Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). There is something 
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pleasantly bitter on the nose: Burnt sugar or bitter 
almond. The palate answers this with fluid, rip-
pling sweetness expressed in ripe, juicy, refresh-
ing pear fruit. The bitter notes remain and create 
an appetizing, tangy edge to this concentrated wine 
that is streamlined by balancing freshness despite 
the residual sugar. A lovely balancing act with a 
bracingly clean, medium dry finish and echoes of 
citrus zest. Drink 2017–2035. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

94 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Spiegel Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

94 Gustave Lorentz 2011 Altenberg de Bergheim 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Honeyed 

richness hits the nose directly. This is followed by 
citric freshness and ripe notions of juicy pear. The 
palate has a touch of residual sweetness but also a 
wonderful blast of lemony freshness that brightens 
and enlivens this lovely, developing wine. It is this 
lemony purity, edged with notions of candle wax 
and candied zest that gives this such a youthful, lip-
smacking and clean finish. This has only just begun 
to develop. It’s ready now but with further potential. 
Drink 2017–2035. Quintessential Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

94 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Eichberg Grand Cru Trois 
Châteaux Pinot Gris (Alsace). There is 

almost a touch of burnt sugar on the nose before 
the more customary aromas of juicy honeyed pear 
kick in. There are fresher glints, too, of zesty lime 
and green pear. The palate boosts the juicy pear 
notes which fill mouth and nose and which are 
edged with pleasantly bitter pithiness. A touch of 
residual sweetness amplifies the fruit on the gener-
ous palate, but this is balanced with lemony fresh-
ness before an off-dry finish. Lovely now but sure 
to develop. Drink 2017–2030. Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

94 Marc Kreydenweiss 2015 Moenchberg Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Fresh juicy pear has 

a touch of bergamot zest on the nose that lends a 
heady enticing note. That same aromatic zesty 
touch pervades the entire palate, perfuming the rich 
ripe pear fruit and providing a wonderfully bright 
firm structure. There is a warm energetic core to 
this wine and quite some warmth, but this is beau-
tifully countered by the citrus freshness. Right now 
all the notions are primary and delicious but this 
will evolve and develop. The concentration certainly 
is there. Drink 2017–2035. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

94 Paul Blanck 2012 Furstentum Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). Glowingly ripe apricot 

and pear notes make for an enticing nose. These 
notions become even fruitier and more honeyed on 
the palate where they shine with ripeness and gen-

erosity. Beautifully bright and zesty lemon fresh-
ness counters this and creates a dry lip-smacking 
finish that celebrates all that is ripe, rounded and 
generous about this lovely clean fruit. Plumpness 
and freshness strike an absolutely delicious bal-
ance. The finish is zesty and long. At five years of 
age, this has barely begun to develop. Drink 2017–
2030. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

93 Boeckel 2015 Zotzenberg Grand Cru Pinot 
Gris (Alsace). Lovely enticing freshness of 

freshly cut Conference pear jumps from the glass. 
On the palate, the pear fruit becomes fleshed out 
with more juiciness and ripeness and shines with 
its pristine purity. There is a lovely phenolic edge 
that gives guiding structure alongside lemon fresh-
ness. This is concentrated but not heavy, rounded 
but utterly refreshing. This strikes a great balance 
between freshness and generosity and has a dry lip-
smacking finish. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Cave de Ribeauvillé 2010 Gloeckelberg Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). The nose already 

promises both texture and ripeness with its com-
bined aroma of russet pear peel and juicy pear 
flesh. The palate only adds to the juicy richness 
with a good dollop of residual sweetness, boosting 
all of the pear fruit. This is countered by wonder-
ful lemon drop freshness. The plump but shapely 
palate is utterly concentrated and aromas of candle 
wax and honeycomb show that this has just begun 
to evolve. While the finish has distinct sweetness, 
it is balanced by 2010’s glorious freshness. Lovely 
now, especially alongside cheese or hot Asian spice, 
but sure to develop further. Drink 2017–2030. 
Planet Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

93 Cave de Turckheim 2013 Hengst Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). Ripe pear is bathed in 

honey on the nose and palate of this wine. There 
is a touch of pleasant bitterness reminiscent of fir 
honey. All this is countered by lemon zest freshness 
that brightens and lightens and brings beautiful bal-
ance and poise. The finish is moreish and refreshing. 
Drink 2017–2030. Magnum Wines International. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

93 Domaine Charles Frey 2015 Frankstein Grand 
Cru Vendanges Tardives Pinot Gris (Alsace). 

A mellow touch of ripe Red Delicious apple hovers 
on the nose. The palate brims with rich fruit, show-
ing candied pear and dried apple. This richness is 
countered by a pleasantly bitter phenolic edge and 
a pure streak of fresh zestiness. A touch of sandal-
wood and cinnamon adds spice around the edges. 
While this is attractive now, it will reward cellaring 
as far more interesting notes of spice and fruit are 
sure to develop. Drink 2020–2030. BNP Distribut-
ing. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

93 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2015 Ehrhart Brand 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). There is some-

thing sonorous but restrained about the pure ripe 
pear notes on the nose of this wine. The palate falls 
into step: Lovely, pure and resonant pear fruit gen-
tly fills nose, mouth and mind. The finish is medium 
sweet and sustained—a very grown up wine that 
treads a very fine line between Pinot Gris’ inherent 
generosity and freshness. Totally moreish. Drink 
2017–2030. Robert Kacher Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

93 René Muré 2015 Clos Saint Landelin Vorbourg 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). A wonderfully 

aromatic nose of blossom and Conference pear is 
very appetizing. The palate comes in with pear-
fruited generosity and an almost oily mouthfeel 
that speaks of the power of this concentrated wine. 
There is a pleasant edge of pithy bitterness that acts 
as a counterpoint to the inherent richness and ripe-
ness of the fruit alongside fresh acidity. This is bal-
anced and rounded and just off dry with a lovely, 
fresh structure that echoes long. There is great 
aging potential here. Drink 2017–2030. Gargouille 
Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

92 André Kientzler 2015 Kirchberg de Ribeau-
ville Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Ripe and 

textured notions of russet pear take center stage 
with this wine. The nose already signals at the gen-
erous fruitiness and the palate is pervaded with 
fresh poised juicy fruit. A touch of residual carbon 
dioxide adds liveliness alongside lemony bright-
ness. The finish is dry and utterly moreish with its 
fruit-centered joy. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

92 Cave de Turckheim 2013 Brand Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). Generous notes of ripe 

pear has edges of blossom and peach on the nose. 
The palate underlines the peachy notes with a 
judicious boosting touch of residual sweetness. A 
pleasantly bitter edge, reminiscent of pear peel, 
adds welcome texture while lemony brightness pro-
vides freshness and verve. The finish is off dry and 
very appetizing with its lovely balance of fruit and 
brightness. Magnum Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

92 Domaine Mersiol 2015 Frankstein Grand Cru 
Vendanges Tardives Pinot Gris (Alsace). If 

the term “mellow” were to be made into a liquid this 
would be it. Both nose and palate have the sonorous 
gentle richness of very ripe pear, with the richness 
of some dried pear fruit, too. This late-harvest style 
has sweet richness but is also utterly balanced. 
There is enough freshness and structure to corral 
the fruit into something easy, gentle, generous and 
warming. This is so unobtrusive, so balanced that it 
might disappear very quickly. Ansonia Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Dopff & Irion 2010 Vorbourg Grand Cru Pinot 
Gris (Alsace). Hay flowers and juicy yellow 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  27

pear create an enticing nose and promise rich ripe-
ness. The palate brims with wonderfully ripe pear 
fruit, countered by citric freshness that brightens 
and heightens the flavors. The mouthfeel is rich but 
defined. It is the wonderful streak of freshness that 
holds all of this rich fruitiness together. The finish 
is dry and refreshing. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Maurice Schoech & Fils 2015 Mambourg 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). A touch of 

honeycomb swings alongside ripe pear and peach 
notes, creating a very inviting appetizing nose. The 
palate emphasizes this juiciness even more with the 
slightest touch of residual sweetness and a flow-
ing fluid palate that only shows its concentration 
towards the end. There are edges of honeysuckle 
spice before a fresh, lemony and dry finish. Rosen-
thal Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Pierre Sparr 2015 Mambourg Grand Cru Pinot 
Gris (Alsace). Ripe notions of juicy pear and 

hay flowers have a lovely zesty edge on the nose. 
The palate confirms this with concentrated coun-
terpoints of honeyed fruit and bright citrus zesti-
ness. This is full on and rich, and a touch of residual 
sweetness gives this extra heft and conviction. It 
is the citrus freshness that provides structure and 
direction. The finish is merely off dry, so this will 
shine alongside various dishes. Drink 2017–2025. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

91 Bestheim 2015 Anne de K Schlossberg Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). Honeyed ripe pear 

fruit fills the nose. The palate amplifies this rich 
notion even more with a generous touch of resid-
ual sweetness that bathes the pear fruit in caramel 
richness. There is a glint of pleasant phenolic bit-
terness here and there but the pear fruit conquers 
all. This is rich but fresh with a medium-sweet fin-
ish ideal for blue cheese. Saranty Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Domaine Fernand Engel 2015 Gloeckelberg 
Grand Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). An unusually 

fresh herbal note of lemon balm hovers on the nose. 
The palate, however, counters this with ample hon-
eyed sweetness. The lemon-balm lightness flashes 
here and there and the residual sugar frames notions 
of ripe mirabelle plum beautifully. This will work 
well as a counterpoint to sharp blue cheeses with 
its medium-sweet finish. Grape Expectations (CA). 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

90 Dopff Au Moulin 2015 Schoenenbourg Grand 
Cru Pinot Gris (Alsace). A touch of luscious 

peach plays amidst the ripe pear notes on the nose. 
The palate focuses on the ripe juicy pear fruit and 
counters this both with lovely lemony freshness 
and pleasantly bitter citrus pith. This is generous 
and friendly, easy to enjoy. The finish is off dry but 

has a fresh, appetizing finish. Heritage Wine Cellars. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Joseph Cattin 2016 Hatschbourg Grand Cru 
Pinot Gris (Alsace). The restrained nose just 

gives hints of ripe russet pear which appears with a 
friendly off-dry presence on the palate. The gener-
osity of the fruit is offset with phenolic, pithy but 
pleasant bitterness that segues into zesty citrus. The 
finish is dry and clean. Grape Vine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

GEWURZTRAMINER

95 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Clos Saint 
Urbain Rangen de Thann Grand Cru Gewurz-

traminer (Alsace). A tender notion of slightly bitter, 
dark fir honey appears first before a touch of smoke 
and ripe peach come in. The off-dry palate uses its 
sweetness to underline the rich peachy fruit that 
also has a touch of golden mirabelle. The big bold 
palate is concentrated and energetic, pervaded by a 
streak of zesty lemon freshness that keeps this from 
becoming too rich. There is undeniable drive here, 
and a very lasting persistent length of peach and 
lemon flavors which will develop much more with 
bottle age. Drink. 2017–2037. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

95 Gustave Lorentz 2011 Altenberg de Bergheim 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A rather 

lifted nose of peach and blossom creates a heady 
opening. There also is the merest hint of vanilla. 
The palate reprises these notes with creamy vanilla, 
ripe peach and honeysuckle. Warmth is palpable on 
this rather luscious, incredibly generous and still-
evolving wine. The finish is beautifully corralled 
into zesty sweetness by ripe lemon. This is layered 
and complex and must be savored slowly. It will 
continue to develop. Drink 2017–2027. Quintessen-
tial Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

94 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Hengst 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A sub-

tle hint of sandalwood and rose plays alongside the 
juicy pear of the palate. There is a rich floral creami-
ness on the palate that flashes a touch of vanilla and 
hints of Damask rose. A pleasantly bitter phenolic 
edge gives direction to the dynamic energy of fruit 
that trembles at the core of this wine. Hints of rose, 
lemon oil and peach linger long after the last sip. 
This is concentrated, off dry and energetic. Drink 
2017–2027. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $56 

94 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Pfersigberg 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A won-

derfully tender hint of Damask rose swirls into the 
nose, followed by a smoky, grounding earthiness. 
The palate plays with that rose flavor and adds a 
touch of peach and tangy citrus zest. The palate 
stays on the off-dry site and focuses on zesty spice 
and a wonderfully textured phenolic edge. It mas-

ters a wonderful high-wire act between richness 
and zesty vigor. The wine is beautiful, full-flavored 
and exciting with a long just-off-dry finish. Drink 
2017–2027. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

94 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Steingrubler 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). An 

earthy touch of yeast plays promisingly on the nose. 
The palate then comes in with a concentrated load 
of ripe peach, bright lemon and rounded rose per-
fume. An edge of dark fir honey adds even more spicy 
richness. This brims with flavor, showing rich fruit 
against fresh lemon. There is lots of excitement here 
but also balance. This is a rich warming generous 
wine. Drink 2017–2027. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $36 

94 Domaine Fernand Engel 2015 Altenberg 
de Bergheim Grand Cru Gewurztraminer 

(Alsace). A lovely, heady lift of lemon, peach 
and passion fruit dances on the nose. This rich 
sweet-fruited tropicality is played out fully on the 
medium-sweet palate where the passion fruit swirls 
tartly alongside sweet ripe generous peach. It is the 
passion-fruit aroma and tartness that gives this a 
real edge. This not only has sweetness but a real 
tropical thrill. It’s a very concentrated, pure-fruited 
wine with lots of promise. Drink 2017–2027. Grape 
Expectations (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

94 Domaine Pfister 2013 Engelberg Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). The yellow-

fruited richness of mirabelle compote with a touch 
of vanilla becomes apparent on the nose. The pal-
ate is just as luscious as promised but also carries 
a welcome, thrilling streak of lemon oil at its core, 
brightening and framing the medium-sweetness 
with its zesty lift. A touch of pleasant phenolic 
bitterness can just about be felt, adding a lovely 
dimension and some more direction. This is intrigu-
ing and exciting in the way it plays with richness 
and sweetness while keeping them on a very tight 
rein. Lovely. Drink 2017–2027. Vintage ’59 Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

94 Domaine Saint-Rémy 2015 Ehrhart Hengst 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A lifted 

lemon-scented nose of peach gives and impression of 
ease and lightness. The palate, however, lays on gen-
erous sweetness to focus on ripe juicy peach notes. 
There is a huge concentration of flavor and richness, 
countered by that lemony freshness. This is a big 
but gentle wine that leaves your mind ringing with 
peach and lemon and a touch of honeysuckle spice. 
The medium-sweet finish is long and balanced. Drink 
2017–2017. Robert Kacher Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

94 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Rangen Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

Peach and honeysuckle already have a notion of 
honeyed sweetness and ripeness on the nose. The 



BUYINGGUIDE

28  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  DECEMBER 2017

palate boosts both fruit and floral notion to the 
top, where honeysuckle and rose petal notes meet-
ing with peach on the medium-sweet palate. This is 
full on, joyous, juicy and rich with expressive, exu-
berant flavor. An underlying concentration almost 
feeds this with a fiery dynamic force. The finish 
is medium sweet but comes with a wonderfully 
redeeming pure lemon streak. This is ready now 
but will get even better with age. Drink 2017–2037. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

94 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Hengst 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Ripe 

notions of juicy peach and yellow pear rise from the 
glass. Around the edges they have an aromatic touch 
of grapefruit zest. That zesty notion remains a con-
stant fixture on the very rich medium-sweet palate, 
countering the luscious richness of the fruit which 
shines with honeyed peach, juicy pear and ripe tan-
gerine. It is the zestiness that frames everything on 
this rich powerful palate. This is lovely now but it 
has all the fruit and concentration to age well. Drink 
2017–2037. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

94 Domaines Schlumberger 2014 Kessler Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A touch of 

quince plays about the rich notes of peach and tan-
gerine on the nose. An aromatic notion of dark fir 
honey leads onto a medium-sweet palate of ripe 
peach, zesty tangerine peel, golden mirabelles and 
lemon. The citrus elements provide a high-toned 
brightness that works very well with the sweet juici-
ness and richness of the palate. On the palate it is the 
wonderfully aromatic zestiness that lasts and lasts.  
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

94 Emile Beyer 2015 Pfersigberg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). Warming aro-

matic notes of fresh and dried peach reach the nose. 
The palate revels in the peachy sweetness, adding a 
lovely, pleasantly bitter phenolic edge. The flavors 
are concentrated and have both a welcome tangy 
zesty edge and some honeyed spice. There is quite 
a bit of palpable warmth. This is full on and explod-
ing with peachy fruit. The medium-sweet finish is 
long and warming. Drink 2017–2027. Michael Corso 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

94 Hugel 2011 Grossi Laüe Gewurztraminer 
(Alsace). A very lifted touch of fir honey 

hits the nose first before ripe peach with the mer-
est touch of vanilla follow. The palate is incisive and 
concentrated. Alcoholic heat fires up the mellow, 
rich and rounded palate that brims with peachy 
fruit and flavor while zesty lemon oil hints illumi-
nate and brighten the richness. This seems to have 
only just started on its trajectory. It is ready to drink 
but it will evolve much further, becoming ever more 
itself. The finish is just off dry and very long with 

lemon zest and peach. Drink 2017–2037. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Domaine Charles Baur 2015 Pfersigberg 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A ten-

der but perfumed hint of honeysuckle appears first 
on the nose, followed by rich peach hints. These 
notions persist on the palate where the peach and 
ripe yellow-plum notes are boosted by residual 
sweetness and countered by phenolic, slightly zesty 
but pleasant bitterness. You can feel the warmth on 
the medium-sweet finish. This is full on and rich, 
almost unctuous—perfect for blue cheeses. VOS 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Domaine Michel Fonne 2012 Marckrain Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A rich floral 

notion of dandelion precedes the rich aroma of ripe 
peaches on the nose. The palate opens into a kind of 
vast peach mellowness, edged with a touch of cit-
rus zest and a grounding, earthy element. A gentle 
sweetness boosts the peachy roundedness but does 
not dominate. This is gentle on the surface but very 
concentrated at the core. It is on the off-dry finish 
that the lemon zest comes though triumphantly. 
Drink 2017–2027. Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

93 Willm 2012 Kirchberg de Barr Grand Cru Clos 
Gaensbroennel Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 

A funky smoky notion of yeast clings to the nose 
on which a pure lemon streak becomes apparent. 
A generous, luscious and almost creamy sweet-
ness then conquers the palate, boosting all of the 
fruit flavors, wrapping them in its creamy mel-
low embrace. The pure lemon streak counters and 
brightens the richness and around the edges there is 
grapefruit spice. This is all rather beguiling but not 
overdone. The finish is moreish, medium sweet and 
long. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

92 Cave de Hunawihr 2016 Rosacker Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A full blast of very 

ripe peach hits the nose. The palate adds a touch of 
lemony freshness and a sweet rose perfume to this, 
creating an off-dry, floral and fruity swirl across the 
palate. There is something gentle about this, some-
thing charming and friendly. The lemony freshness 
keeps everything on the bright vivid side. The finish 
is lasting and off dry. Solstars. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

92 Cave du Roi Dagobert 2015 Altenberg-Berg-
bieten Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A 

tender subdued nose gives hints of honeysuckle and 
ripe mirabelles. The medium-sweet palate lets the 
stone fruit speak even louder but a pleasantly bitter 
phenolic edge provides a frame for the juicy sweet-
ness. This is rich and generous and has a lovely tang 
of tangerine on the warm finish. Wine Till Sold Out. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 

92 Domaine Charles Frey 2016 Frankstein Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). The golden 

ripeness of yellow stone fruit is already apparent 
on the nose. On the palate a pleasantly bitter phe-
nolic edge provides some structure to counter the 
luscious medium-sweet richness. That sweetness 
boosts all the fruit notes and lets them linger. It’s 
a rounded, balanced and totally fruit-driven wine. 
BNP Distributing. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Domaine Fernand Engel 2015 Gloeckelberg 
Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A kind 

of zesty ripeness rises from the glass, uniting ripe 
tangerine and orange peel with a lovely notion of 
peach. There also is a lifted touch of honey. The 
medium-sweet palate gives these flavors full rein. 
Fleshy ripe fruit is bathed in honeyed while zesti-
ness provides a counterpoint. This one is wonder-
fully rich, rounded and aromatic with long-lasting 
flavors. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Jean-Marc Bernhard 2015 Mambourg Grand 
Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace). There is an 

earthy touch to the almost overripe peach notes 
on the nose. The palate adds both sweetness and a 
subtle welcome hint of phenolic bitterness to the 
peachy fruit. Bright lemon freshness cuts through 
the medium-sweet palate to provide a fresh, almost 
lip-smacking finish. This wine is full of ripe expres-
sive fruit flavors, giving equal billing to lemon and 
peach. BPW Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Joseph Cattin 2016 Hatschbourg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A funky glint of 

smoke and yeast precedes rich notions of mirabelle 
and peach compote. The palate enforces this notion 
of rich sweet compote even more and adds a wel-
come lemony vein of freshness to it. There is great 
balance here between juicy ripe sweetish fruit and 
tangy uplifting freshness. The finish is off dry and 
generously fruited. Grape Vine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Joseph Fritsch 2016 Furstentum Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A both heady and 

leafy swirl of passion fruit adds a tropical touch to 
the nose. The palate brims with sweetness and leafy 
zesty passion fruit and grapefruit spice. The flavors 
are intense and the palate is medium sweet and 
aptly countered by zesty lemon and passion fruit’s 
inherent tartness. This strikes a lovely balance and 
gives tons and tons of fruit and flavor. Margaux & 
Company. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

91 Domaine Mersiol 2016 Frankstein Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). A lovely notion of 

ripe mirabelle and clean citrus makes for an appeal-
ing nose. The palate highlights the mirabelle with 
a honeyed rich sweetness that is juicy and appe-
tizing. A touch of spice seems reminiscent of dark 
fir honey. The lemon brightens and invigorates 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  29

this full-fruited richness. The finish is long and 
medium-sweet. Ansonia Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Domaine Rieflé-Landmann 2015 Seppi Land-
mann Zinnkoepfle Grand Cru Gewurztraminer 

(Alsace). A homely notion of apple peel clings to the 
aromas of peach and mirabelle that swirl on nose 
and palate. The medium-sweet body has a lightness 
and ease about it, but also a very earthy ground-
ing edge. The richness is countered by some lemon 
freshness and a phenolic element. The finish is 
warm, intense and medium sweet. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Dopff Au Moulin 2015 Brand Grand Cru Gewurz-
traminer (Alsace). A touch of vanilla can be 

discerned in the sweet peachy juiciness of this wine 
which is already apparent on the nose. The palate 
is fluid, almost plump and rich with these flavors, 
especially peach and rose, come to the fore. A pleas-
antly bitter phenolic edge saves this from becoming 
too rich. Alcoholic warmth is apparent on the rich 
sweet finish. Heritage Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Pierre Sparr 2016 Mambourg Grand Cru 
Gewurztraminer (Alsace). There is an earthy, 

funky touch on the nose at first but freshly cut 
peach comes through quickly, edged with the lovely 
citrus tang of lemon balm. The palate is medium-
sweet and the richness makes the peachy ripeness 
shine. All the while a wonderful zestiness creates a 
refreshing vivid counterpoint. This is full on, lavish 
but fresh with a long medium-sweet finish. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

MUSCAT

95 Domaine Schoffit 2015 Clos Saint-Théobald 
Rangen Grand Cru Muscat (Alsace). The nose 

at first is all about aromatic orange zest but with a 
little more air there are lovely hints of jasmine and 
honeysuckle. The palate adds a judicious bitter-
ness and counters this with residual sweetness. The 
counterpoint here is between texture and full fruit. 
This is incredibly powerful, as if some inner force 
was at work. This seems like a genie in a bottle—
willful, driven and deliciously aromatic. The fin-
ish is off dry and long. Lovely now but sure to last. 
Drink 2017–2040. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

95 Domaine Zind-Humbrecht 2015 Goldert 
Grand Cru Muscat (Alsace). A flinty touch 

of promising reduction still hovers on the nose but 
cheeky floral and fruity hints of honeysuckle, jas-
mine and peach shimmer through. The palate unites 
all of these aromatic notions on a textured, layered 
and concentrated palate. The hints of honeysuckle 
spice are intensified by the ripe zestiness of Amalfi 
lemon and tangerine. The finish is dry and long, with 

ample refreshment from these gorgeous citrus notes. 
This is glorious now in its youthful exuberance but 
has the concentration, structure and fruit to age 
beautifully. Drink 2017–2035. Kobrand. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

94 Kuentz-Bas 2015 Kirchberg de Ribeauville 
Grand Cru Muscat (Alsace). Beautifully 

aromatic notes of ripe citrus peel rise from the 
glass—think tangerine and juicy clementine. These 
flavors become more zesty on the full-flavored, 
concentrated but linear palate. This is not overtly 
aromatic as Muscat would usually suggest but more 
concentrated, more serious, with an alluring citrus-
scented core that promises beautiful development 
over the years. There is great balance, lasting length 
and beautiful poise. Drink 2017–2025. Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

OTHER GRAND CRU

96 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2012 Schoenenbourg 
Grand Cru (Alsace). Deliciously heady notes 

of peach and chamomile immediately hit the nose, 
promising ripeness and aromatic riches. The palate 
does not disappoint, releasing even more of those 
wonderfully balm-like, aromatic flavors. It bright-
ens them with wondrous lemon freshness and 
boosts them with a poised dose of residual sweet-
ness. It’s an unusual wine that does not really fit 
any category but sits in a delicious aromatic off-dry 
class of its own. The best option with this prob-
ably is cheese, but it will serve well as a philoso-
pher’s wine, savored on its own. It has enough depth 
and beauty to nourish sustained thought. Drink 
2018–2035. Becky Wasserman Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $78 

95 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2012 Altenberg de 
Bergheim Grand Cru (Alsace). Hay flowers, 

honey and ripe yellow pear create an alluring nose. 
The palate adds even more fruit, with juicy mira-
belle and peach carried by boost of residual sugar. 
This richness is aptly countered by lemon and tan-
gerine zest. This joyful exuberant medium-sweet 
wine has a tightrope balance and incredibly deep 
and rich dimensions of fruit. The finish is last-
ing and pure. Drink 2017–2037. Becky Wasserman 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $74 

95 Jean Biecher & Fils 2016 Altenberg de Ber-
gheim Grand Cru (Alsace). The nose opens 

with a concentrated hit of ripe clementine peel, 
underneath this notions of mirabelle and pear shim-
mer. The palate is concentrated and full but appears 
much lighter—a combination of fresh acidity and 
an alluring touch of residual sweetness do their 
best to add a spring to the step of this unusual but 
captivating wine. Scintillating hints of mandarin 
peel, honeysuckle and kumquat make this incred-
ibly moreish. The finish is off dry to medium sweet. 

Lovely now, but it’s sure to last. Try with cheeses or 
spicy Asian dishes. Drink 2017–2027. Votto Vines 
Importing. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Domaine Marcel Deiss 2013 Mambourg Grand 
Cru (Alsace). Subtle but persistent notes 

of ripe pear, sandalwood and mirabelle appear on 
the nose. The palate is powerful and concentrated, 
weighing in with bundled notes of ripe orange zest 
that lend bright structure to an abundance of pear 
and earth notes. This is a big ripe wine, full flavored 
and potent. It has barely begun its trajectory and 
will acquire even more spice and allure over the 
years. This really is one to lay down. Drink 2020–
2030. Becky Wasserman Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

91 Boeckel 2015 Zotzenberg Grand Cru Sylvaner 
(Alsace). Shy but very pure notes of ripe juicy 

pear and fresh ripe mirabelle plum appear on the 
nose. They continue seamlessly on the full-bodied 
palate where they find a fitting counterpoint in its 
phenolic texture, which has a pleasantly bitter edge. 
This is bone dry but unusually full-bodied for a Syl-
vaner, highlighting the ripeness of the 2015 vintage. 
The finish is long and underlines the quiet power of 
this wine. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

ALSACE
CRÉMANT D’ALSACE

BRUT

92 Cave de Turckheim NV Mayerling Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 12% Price: $40 

92 Domaine Charles Baur NV Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). The mix of fresh crisp apple and 

shortbread notes on the nose is a delight. The same 
interplay of fresh, ripe and crisp apple fruit and the 
more developed richer notes of autolysis continue on 
the light and dry palate, supported by lively fine fizz-
ing mousse. Inherent freshness brightens the entire 
palate while the long shortbread-tinged aftertaste 
makes for a very elegant finish. Lovely. Connoisseur 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Domaine Fernand Engel NV Tradition Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). A touch of dried citrus 

peel on the nose suggests slight development. The 
palate adds judicious weight and backbone in the 
form of very fine creamy mousse and a lovely struc-
ture that holds mellow apple fruit and bright citrus. 
The finish is dry, fresh but mellow. Both autolysis and 
lemon freshness become apparent on the long after-
taste. It’s a sophisticated, refreshing but rounded 
winter time apéritif. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 
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92 Domaine Pfister 2013 Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Very vivid notes of 

green citrus signal refreshment and lightness. The 
palate confirms this near weightless lightness and 
underlines it with fine tiny bubbles that fizz away 
creamily, providing a counterpoint and resulting 
in a wine that is both exquisitely light, dry, creamy 
and elegant. If you are looking for a sophisticated 
but light apéritif, this is your answer. Vintage ’59 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

92 Kuentz-Bas NV Trois Châteaux Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). Luscious stone-fruit notes 

on the nose suggest ripeness and opulence. The 
palate speaks with that same generous fruit but 
holds a tight fresh grip that unites mirabelle, crisp 
green apple, bright citrus and yeasty richness. This 
is a beautifully balanced expressive wine with fine 
creamy fizz that is lovely now but will also reward 
laying down. The finish is long and deliciously dry 
and fresh. Drink 2017–2022. Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $29 

92 René Muré NV Cuvée Prestige Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). There is a savory touch of salt and 

herb amidst the fruity mirabelle plum notes on the 
nose. The palate shows a lovely background of auto-
lytic richness, akin to sponge and rye bread and also 
has a piquant salty accent that entices all the way 
to the lemony bright finish. The mousse is fine and 
elegant, the finish is long and dry. Gargouille Col-
lection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Vignoble des 2 Lunes 2013 Comète (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Lemon plays on the nose along-

side hints of shortbread. The palate has a lovely rich 
creaminess and very fine elegant mousse, creating an 
impression of light-bodied richness. This is sophis-
ticated and dry, elegant and creamy—very grown-up 
and utterly delicious. Langdon Shiverick. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

92 Vignoble des 2 Lunes 2013 Poussière 
d’étoiles (Crémant d’Alsace). Creamy notes 

of strawberry shortcake make for an alluring nose. 
The impression continues on the palate with very 
fine creamy mousse while the more tender, tart red-
berry notes now gain some enticing pepper spice. 
This is a very elegant, dry apéritif style. Without 
any dosage the finish is long, refreshing and dry. 
Langdon Shiverick. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Wunsch & Mann 2011 Millésimée (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A creamy note on the nose sig-

nals the mellowness of the palate where ripe stone 
fruit is framed by fresh lemon. There are overtones 
of development, with dried citrus peel and honey 
countered by bright acidity. The mousse is fresh 
and adds liveliness to the aromatic richness of the 
underlying wine. This is light, fresh and rather aro-

matic with a dry full-flavored finish. Schneider’s of 
Capitol Hill. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Allimant-Laugner NV Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Lovely and fresh notes of red apple are joined 

by a livelier tangier citrus note on the nose. The dry 
palate is very light, almost weightless and fizzes 
away with a very fine mousse. There is real depth 
of fruit and a knowingly light touch. It is lovely as 
an elegant apéritif but sophisticated enough to be 
served alongside food. The finish is tart, lasting and 
grown-up. Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Arthur Metz NV 1904 Cuvée Spéciale Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

91 Arthur Metz NV Brut Prestige (Crémant 
d’Alsace). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 12% Price: $18/1.5 L 

91 Arthur Metz NV Perle d’Alsace (Crémant 
d’Alsace). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 12% Price: $23 

91 Bestheim NV Anne de K Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Crémant d’Alsace). For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Cave de Cleebourg 2014 Symphonie en P (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). Fresh citrus and green apple 

have a leafy touch and something that is reminis-
cent of wet stone. That taut slenderness is appar-
ent throughout the light dry palate where lemony 
freshness plays the central role. The fizz is fine and 
creamy and leaves the mouth filled with freshness. 
This is vivid, has lots of verve and a clean dry finish. 
Cienega Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Domaine G. Metz NV Crémant d’Alsace. Beauti-
fully pure notes of Golden Delicious apple fill 

the nose. The same expressive, ripe and appetizing 
fruitiness is also apparent on the palate which has a 
fine balance of ripe apple notes and crisp freshness, 
underpinned with a creamy bready mousse. Simply 
lovely and full of fruit. Chemin Des Vins. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

91 Domaine Mersiol 2014 Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Yellow-apple notes are clearly expressed on 

the nose. They also appear with lovely purity on the 
balanced dry palate which has a rich backdrop of 
autolysis with hints of rye bread. The mousse is fine 
and creamy, the finish is dry and lasting. Ansonia 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: NA Price: $29 

91 Dopff Au Moulin NV Cuvée Julien (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A lovely touch of lemon sponge 

cake appears on the nose. The palate also plays up 

to this by uniting notes of sprightly lemon and fresh 
pastry on the palate. This is light and bright, fresh 
and creamy with lively mousse. The finish is dry and 
wonderfully refreshing with lasting lemon notes. 
Heritage Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

91 Gustave Lorentz NV Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). 
For full review see page 12.  

abv: 12% Price: $30 

90 Allimant-Laugner NV Crémant d’Alsace. 
Crisp green apple and lemon aromas give the 

nose a very sprightly fresh aspect. The palate con-
tinues in the same lemony, light and fresh vein. The 
finely fizzing bubbles add to the impression of light-
ness and heighten the fruit. The finish is lemony, dry 
and very refreshing. Vigneron Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 125% Price: $20 

90 Cave de Cleebourg NV Clérotstein Pinot Gris 
(Crémant d’Alsace). There is something 

spicy to the lemon and pear fruit on the nose. The 
same rich fruit expression is also present on the 
palate, alongside ripe fresh lemon and a creamy 
mousse. This is rich with flavor but remains light, 
dry and refreshing. The finish has a lovely lemony 
tang. Cienega Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Domaine Ehrhart NV Brut Prestige Domaine 
Saint Remy (Crémant d’Alsace). Lovely 

notes of ripe mirabelle plum and yellow apple play on 
the nose. The palate adds a lot more citrus lightness 
and brightness to this and a finely fizzing mousse 
that heightens the impression of weightless fresh-
ness even more. This is a lovely, dry and invigorating 
apéritif. Robert Kacher Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

90 Domaine François Schmitt NV Blanc de Noirs 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Ripe red apple notes 

appear first, joined by a lovely touch of yeast. The 
palate is fresh and creamy and has a salty edge. Fresh 
fizz tends to creaminess but the finish accentuates 
the utter freshness and really dry, appetizing after-
taste with a lovely, yeasty edge. Riahi Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $33 

90 Domaine G. Metz NV Crémant d’Alsace. The 
nose of those wine is fruit driven, with red 

apple and a riper notions of melon and strawberry. 
The same appetizing fruit plays on the light dry pal-
ate where some yeasty, brioche-like autolytic notes 
provide a sonorous counterpoint. The finish is dry, 
fresh and lasting. Chemin Des Vins. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

90 Dopff & Irion NV Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). An alluring touch of ripe 

mirabelle plum swings alongside the fresh citrus 
notes on the nose. The very frothy mousse on the 
palate accentuates the freshness of these vivid fruit 
notes even more and creates a dry light-bodied fizz-
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ing cloud of fruity freshness. This is light and enliv-
ening and makes and ideal summer apéritif. Dreyfus, 
Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

90 Dopff & Irion NV Cuvée Prestige Elegance 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Lemony lightness is 

suggested on the nose. This lightness becomes even 
more apparent with the fizzing froth of the dry lem-
ony palate. There is just a touch of autolysis, what 
dominates all the way to the dry finish is lemon 
freshness. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —A.K. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

90 Jean-Baptiste Adam NV Emotion Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). A restrained nose gives lit-

tle away but the palate reveals very taut, shy citrus 
notes and lively fizzing mousse. Everything about 
this shows restraint but also balance and ample 
pure freshness. Austere perhaps, but also convinc-
ing. The finish is full of lemon dryness. The Sorting 
Table. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

90 Jean-Baptiste Adam NV Les Natures (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). Beautifully aromatic notes 

of ripe apple make for a most appetizing nose. The 
soft fizz on the palate underlines both the fruity 
apple purity and the bready backdrop of autolysis. A 
very harmonious refreshing wine that is dry, utterly 
light and moreish. The Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Kuentz-Bas NV Tradition (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Not only ripe apple but juicy 

yellow plum notes appear on the nose. That fruity 
appeal carries on right across the palate where it 
is supported by a lemony wave of frothy enlivening 
fizz. A tinge of autolysis adds seriousness and depth. 
This might benefit from a little further bottle age. 
The finish is dry and classy. Drink 2017–2019. Ker-
mit Lynch Wine Merchant. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

90 Lucien Albrecht NV Crémant d’Alsace. A 
restrained nose slowly gives way to the mel-

low fruit of ripe yellow apple. This is deeply appar-
ent on the balanced palate where slightly creamy 
mousse fills the senses with that apple scent. This 
is balanced and has a lovely backdrop of brioche-like 
autolytic flavors. The finish is fresh, lemony and dry. 
Foley Family Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

90 René Muré NV Crémant d’Alsace. Bright 
fresh notes of greengage and lemon play on 

the nose. The palate has the same zippy fruit fla-
vors which are ripe but remain resolutely fresh. The 
mousse is frothy and lively, accentuating the lem-
ony brightness even more against a more mellow 
autolytic background. A wonderfully balanced dry 
fresh apéritif. Gargouille Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Willm NV Blanc de Noirs (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Ripe rounded aspects of ripe pear and yel-

low apple play on the nose. The palate has an earthy 
touch and frothy lively fizz that boosts the fruit notes 
of the nose. The body is light and dry with a mouth-
watering, refreshing finish that echoes long with 
lovely apple notes. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Boeckel 2015 Blanc de Blancs (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A touch of reduction clings to 

the nose, masking the fruit. On the palate, however, 
lemon and crisp green apple freshness prevail, car-
ried by a soft lively mousse. This is dry, light and 
has a lovely backdrop of yeasty autolytic notes and a 
very clean finish. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Bott Frères NV Blanc de Noirs (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A lovely note of mirabelle plum 

and sponge cake appears on the nose. The palate is 
fresh and vivid, light-bodied and dry, enlivened by 
frothy fizz that highlights fresh citrus accents. The 
finish is very clean, dry and appetizing—ideal apéri-
tif material. Esquin Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

89 Cave du Roi Dagobert NV Prestige Brut (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). The nose is rather shy and 

just hints at citrus freshness. The palate, however, 
fizzes with expressive lively lemon notes which are 
presented on a light, fruity, inherently fresh and dry 
body. This is easy and totally refreshing and finishes 
on a lovely lemon note. Wine Till Sold Out. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

89 Domaine Specht NV Blanc (Crémant 
d’Alsace). The enticing tartness of red and 

green apples dominates the appetizing nose. These 
crisp notes are heightened by a very lively frothing 
mousse on a light dry palate that shows both autol-
ysis and freshness. The finish is lip-smacking and 
very refreshing and has a lasting hint of yeast. USA 
Wine West. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

89 Domaine Zinck NV Crémant d’Alsace. Subtle 
notes of tart red apple and red currant rise 

from the glass. They also feature prominently on 
the palate where their fruit expression is height-
ened by lively fine fizz. The body is light and inher-
ently fresh, making this an ideal and very appetizing 
apéritif. HB Wine Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Dopff Au Moulin NV The Furst (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Lovely red-apple fruit beckons on 

the nose while the palate plays a game of tart fresh-
ness against rounded fruit. There is spiky lemon 
freshness and lively frothy fizz. This certainly is 
lively and very refreshing with its long dry lemon 
finish. Heritage Wine Cellars. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

89 Gustave Lorentz NV Brut Rosé Crémant 
d’Alsace. The vivid, deeply pink shade of 

this sparkler promises freshness. Both the nose and 
palate are chock-full of fruit: Tart red apple, straw-
berry and a touch of peach fill the head. The mousse 
is lively and frothy, the finish is dry, fresh and very 
moreish. Quintessential Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

89 Jean-Baptiste Adam NV Crémant d’Alsace. 
An aromatic nose of ripe red and yellow 

apple promises fruit-forward fizz. On the palate, 
these notes are intensified by the very vivid frothy 
bubbles as they burst. There is apple crispness and 
lots of fruit on the light dry palate. It’s an ideal and 
invigorating apéritif. The Sorting Table. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

89 Jean-Marc Bernhard NV Brut Réserve (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). The nose already shows the 

lemon freshness of the palate. Frothy bubbles dis-
perse the fruity easy freshness even more on the light 
palate leading to a dry, clean and appetizing finish 
with a lovely lemony streak. BPW Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

89 Joseph Cattin NV Brut Crémant d’Alsace. A 
very fresh nose with hints of lemon yogurt 

leads on to a very sprightly lemon-dominated pal-
ate. The flavors are fresh but creamy on a very light 
dry body which makes most of the soft but frothy 
mousse. It is the lemon tinge that really lasts on the 
dry finish. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

89 Leon Beyer NV Crémant d’Alsace. All the 
restrained nose gives away is a touch of 

lemon. The palate is similarly lean, with lemon, and 
a bright frothy mousse on a light, dry body. This is 
ideal for clean, dry and brisk refreshment. No frills 
but total freshness and a clean finish that shows 
the slightly more mellow autolysis. Gonzalez Byass 
USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

89 Wolfberger NV Crémant d’Alsace. Ripe red-
apple notes set the tone on the nose. The 

fruit aroma becomes rounder on the palate, edged 
with lemon freshness and enlivened by frothy fizz. 
This has a light body and fruity ease. The finish is 
dry and mouthwatering. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Domaine Ansen NV Struch Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). The nose is shy and does not 

want to show its fruit. The very frothy, light palate 
displays hints of ripe yellow apple and glints of cit-
rus. This is balanced and shows its fruit reluctantly 
but comes together beautifully on the dry finish. 
Bon Vivant Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

88 Domaine Zinck NV Crémant d’Alsace. A very 
creamy nose almost has hints of butter. The 

same creamy richness appears on the palate where it 
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is countered by frothy foam and a light body. There 
is just a hint of citrus but it makes its freshness felt 
on the dry finish. HB Wine Merchants. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Joseph Cattin NV Brut Rosé Crémant 
d’Alsace. The merest hint of red currant 

plays on the subtle nose. The tender red-currant 
fruit is enhanced by the very lively frothy mousse 
that fizzes away on the palate. This is light, fruit-
driven, refreshing and easy—ideal as an enlivening 
apéritif. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

88 Willm NV Prestige Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). 
A touch of ripe pear plays into the Golden 

Delicious notes of the nose. The palate displays the 
same fruit flavors on its very light and easy fruit-
driven palate, supported by freshness and fizz-
ing froth. The lemony finish is dry and refreshing. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

87 Cave de Cleebourg NV Clérotstein Auxer-
rois (Crémant d’Alsace). There is a touch of 

lemon cheesecake on the nose—both creamy and 
zesty. The palate seems translucent in its lightness 
with its fizzing froth. The finish is clean, refreshing 
and dry. Drink soon. Cienega Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

87 Domaine Michel Fonne NV Crémant d’Alsace. 
A very subdued nose leads to a fresh, lively 

and light palate that displays subtle red-currant 
fruit. Freshness makes this appetizing while the 
finish is dry and refreshing. Kinson The Future of 
Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Pierre Sparr NV Brut Réserve (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A touch of lemon appears on the 

nose. The palate is light and frothy, with easy fresh-
ness and lively citrus and apple fruit. The finish is 
dry. Drink soon. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

86 Cave de Hunawihr NV Calixte (Crémant 
d’Alsace). There are hints of cream and but-

ter on the nose. They also appear on the palate but 
are counteracted by very lively frothy lemony fizz. 
The palate is light and easy with big lively bubbles 
and a dry, slightly bitter finish. Solstars. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

EXTRA BRUT

92 Boeckel 2014 Extra Brut Chardonnay (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). Scented mellow notes of 

ripe yellow apple stream from the glass. On the 
palate they are displayed against an autolytic back-
ground that recalls both rye bread and short-crust 
pastry. The mouse is very fine and adds creamy 
allure to the dry light palate. This is dry, classy and 

rather sophisticated with a refreshing finish that 
leaves a lasting impression. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Cave du Roi Dagobert NV Les Années Folles 
Extra Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). The nose is 

shy but suggests a little development. The palate is 
fresh and has developed autolytic notes of bread and 
brioche with a touch of lemon and ripe apple. This is 
rounded, harmonious and grown-up with rather fine 
fizz and a restrained dosage. Lovely as apéritif but 
serious enough to with subtle food. Lovely, clean, 
balanced and lasting. Wine Till Sold Out. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

92 Domaine Charles Frey 2013 Quintessence 
Extra Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). Ripe mira-

belle fruit plays on the nose and leads onto a very 
rich, creamy but fresh palate. This is autolytic gen-
erosity set against bright lemony fruity freshness. 
The creamy mousse adds to the creaminess even 
more but also accentuates spiky lemon. The palate 
is bone dry but full of rich flavors. This is lovely now 
but will gain from bottle age. Drink 2017–2025. 
BNP Distributing. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

91 Domaine Charles Frey 2014 Plaisir Perlant 
Extra Brut (Crémant d’Alsace). Beautifully 

fruity notes of fresh and baked apples create an 
inviting nose. The palate fizzes away with creamy 
mousse and a lovely yeasty autolytic edge reminis-
cent of fresh rye bread. The apple fruit brightens 
the entire palate and creates a rounded, harmoni-
ous and very balanced dry finish. BNP Distributing. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

BRUT NATURE

92 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Brut Nature 
(Crémant d’Alsace). A touch of pepper 

accentuates the fresh notion of wet stone and citrus 
on the nose. The palate is bone dry and has a fresh 
fizzing mousse that accentuates, stone, pepper and 
green citrus even more. The slightly austere, bone-
dry style will come into its own with other pure 
restrained flavors—think subtle Japanese dishes. 
The finish is brisk and superclean. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

89 André Kientzler 2013 Cuvée MIllésimée Non 
Dosée (Crémant d’Alsace). Brisk lemon 

freshness sets the tone on the nose. The very frothy 
mousse on the palate continues in this fruity, exu-
berant and fresh vein. The finish is superclean, brisk 
and dry, creating an ideal and invigorating apéritif-
style for summer days. AP Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

ROSÉS

92 Bott Frères NV Brut Rosé (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Creamy autolytic notes of rye bread mix with 

the fruity appeal of tart red berries on the nose. The 
palate also strikes an expert balance between devel-
opment and utter freshness. There is tart apple, 
vivid citrus, and creamy berry, all accentuated by 
superfine mousse. This is pale, elegant, long, sophis-
ticated and simply lovely. Corkscrew Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

92 Domaine Charles Baur NV Brut Rosé Spar-
kling Blend (Crémant d’Alsace). Wonderfully 

pure and mellow Red Delicious notes are displayed 
on the nose, promising pleasure. The palate has an 
even stronger impression of this vivid fruit as well as 
a superfine, tender and creamy mousse that counter-
acts the inherent freshness. This is dry and elegant 
and brimming with pure apple flavors. The finish is 
mouth-watering and utterly moreish with its clean 
long echo of red apple. Connoisseur Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

92 René Muré NV Rosé (Crémant d’Alsace). A 
very vivid impression of tart red currant on 

the nose soon attains a creamy edge. The palate has 
beautiful purity of fruit: Red currant heightened by 
vivid citrus freshness. There is something weight-
less and wonderfully light about this with its really 
fine mousse—a sophisticated dry apéritif with a 
wonderful and long aftertaste of tart red apple. Gar-
gouille Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

91 Bestheim NV Anne de K Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Cave du Roi Dagobert NV Prestige Rosé (Cré-
mant d’Alsace). There is a yeasty autolytic 

touch of brioche that mixes with the vivid red-apple 
notes of the nose which also has subtle floral over-
tones. The palate shows a subtle harmony of fresh 
tart apple, a touch of strawberry and again that 
tender creamy note of brioche. This lovely elegant 
sparkler has a very fine fizz and a very refreshing 
long dry finish. Wine Till Sold Out. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Boeckel 2015 Brut Rosé (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Lovely apple fruit plays on the nose. The 

palate is very light and dry, but has a slightly bit-
ter edge that suggests that this might be better with 
food than as an apéritif. The finish is beautifully dry 
and invitingly tart. WineWise. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Cave de Hunawihr NV Rosé Calixte (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Creamy, almost mellow notes of 

Red Delicious apple pervade nose and palate. The 
mousse is very fine and creamy, heightening the 
beautifully pure fruit notes as well as a rounded 
autolytic note of brioche. This is light bodied but 
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full of flavor, dry and creamy with a lovely long fin-
ish. Solstars. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Dopff & Irion NV Rosé Brut (Crémant 
d’Alsace). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

89 Cave de Turckheim NV Mayerling Brut Rosé 
(Crémant d’Alsace). Tart red currant and 

red apple mingle with tangy citrus on nose and pal-
ate. Very frothy lively mousse fizzes across the pal-
ate, making it refreshing and appetizing. The citrus 
and tart red-fruit notes appear again on the clean 
dry finish, making it moreish and long. Magnum 
Wines International. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

89 Domaine Specht 2015 Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A lovely blend of tart berry and 

red-apple notes creates an inviting nose. The pal-
ate brings these lovely, almost autumnal berry notes 
even further as they are amplified by the lively 
frothy mousse. This is totally fruit driven, very 
appetizing and refreshing with an almost cleansing 
but lasting finish. USA Wine West. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Jean-Baptiste Adam NV Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Appetizing notes of strawberry 

and Red Delicious apple create an inviting opening. 
These same flavors play on the very frothy, totally 
fruit-driven but dry palate. This is fresh and refresh-
ing and with its fruit-forward style, it’s an ideal 
pale-pink drink for summer parties. The Sorting 
Table. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Lucien Albrecht NV Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). The red-fruit flavors on the nose 

almost have a candied edge, akin to red-berry candy. 
The palate adds lots of freshness and a finely fizzing 
mousse on its light fruit-driven body. The finish is 
refreshing, dry and echoes with fruit. Foley Family 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Pierre Sparr NV Brut Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). Subtle strawberry and red-apple 

notes create a fruit opening on the nose. The frothy 
palate accentuates both fruit and inherent freshness 
with its lively fizz. An autolytic touch of yeast joins 
in on the dry refreshing finish. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

89 Wolfberger NV Rosé (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Vividly fresh notes of red currant dominate 

the nose. These also play on the palate where they 
are accentuated by finely fizzing mousse and ample 
freshness. The body is light, dry and beautifully 
tangy—ideal as a mouthwatering apéritif. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Cave de Cleebourg NV Clérostein Pinot Noir 
(Crémant d’Alsace). A sunny touch of peach 

adds a very fruity edge to the strawberry nose of 
this vivid, pale-pink sparkler. The frothy mousse is 
very lively and makes this utterly refreshing, high-
lighting notes of red apples. The finish is dry and 
clean-cut. Cienega Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Willm NV Brut Rosé (Crémant d’Alsace). 
Tart red berries like red currant and straw-

berry dominate the nose. They also play on the pal-
ate where frothy lively fizz foams and disperses the 
flavors across the light dry palate. This is vivacious 
and very refreshing. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

87 Domaine François Schmitt NV Rosé (Crémant 
d’Alsace). A very shy nose leads onto a fresh 

palate where frothy bubbles reveal a hint of tart 
red-currant fruit and fresh citrus. The body is very 
light and dry, but has a zesty, mouthwatering finish. 
Riahi Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $32 

CHAMPAGNE
BLANC DE BLANCS

100 Salon 2006 Le Mesnil Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). For full review see page 3.  

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 12% Price: $617 

96 Lanson 2006 Clos Lanson (Champagne). 
The wine from this clos or walled vineyard 

in the city of Reims has spent eight years aging 
before disgorgement. It’s a rare wine, with a won-
derful balance between its toasty character and the 
crisp, dry apple and green-fruit flavors. It will cer-
tainly age further, so wait—if you can—until 2019. 
Lanson International Americas Ltd. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $196 

95 Lanson 2002 Noble Cuvée Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (Champagne). Now just approaching 

maturity, this floral, aromatic wine is superb. Very 
dry, very crisp and with delicious lemon and green-
apple freshness, the wine also has a strongly min-
eral character that comes from the chalk soil of the 
Côte des Blancs. The wine is just ready, although it 
will age further. Lanson International Americas Ltd. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $150 

95 Perrier Jouët 2004 Belle Epoque Blanc de 
Blancs Brut (Champagne). Now at its peak, 

this impressive wine has moved from fruit to matu-
rity, adding toastiness to its acidity and giving the 
wine richness. It’s full and ripe while keeping the 
taut, steely edge proper to a Chardonnay Cham-

pagne. There’s no need to age further. Drink now. 
Pernod Ricard. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $300 

94 G. H. Mumm 2012 RSRV Maison Mumm Blanc 
de Blancs Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). 

Mumm has always had a special relationship with 
the Chardonnay village of Cramant, and this new 
vintage reinforces that. It brings out both richness 
and minerality in a fine, generous blend. It comes 
from grand cru vineyards, ripe in its creamy apple 
character and the beginnings of maturity. Drink 
from 2018. Pernod Ricard. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

94 Henriet-Bazin 2012 Marie-Amélie Fleur de 
Vigne Brut Blanc de Blancs Premier Cru Mil-

lésime (Champagne). This rich, delicious wine is 
still bursting with young apple and grapefruit fla-
vors, giving it a fruity start with great long-term 
potential. Then the concentration and the richly 
mineral texture kicks in, lending the wine inten-
sity and the possibility of aging. Drink from 2019. 
Charles Neal Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $87 

94 Joseph Perrier 2010 Esprit de Victoria Extra 
Brut Blanc de Blancs (Champagne). This is a 

floral, mineral wine, both tight and exuberant in its 
perfumed character. Green apple and spices combine 
with the textured character of this balanced wine—
lively, fruity and with fine acidity. It comes in a bot-
tle that was common in the Victorian era, slightly 
narrower at the base. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $120 

94 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Cramant 
Grand Cru (Champagne). Dense chalk soil 

gives this wine its intense minerality and acidity. It 
is one of a series of Champagnes from three major 
Chardonnay villages in the Côte des Blancs. With its 
floral character, white fruit and citrus flavors and 
still-young acidity, it is a Champagne to age. Drink 
this bottling, disgorged in 2016, from 2019. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

94 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Le Mesnil sur 
Oger Grand Cru (Champagne). Here is one 

of a series of Champagnes from three major Char-
donnay villages in the Côte des Blancs. Le Mesnil 
has some of the top Champagne vineyards and this 
wine shows the quality of the terroir with its tight 
minerality and intense acidity balanced by the ripe 
lemon and grapefruit flavors. Drink now. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

93 Delamotte NV Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cham-
pagne). For full review see page 7. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 12% Price: $79 

93 Esterlin 2008 Blanc de Blancs Millésime Brut 
(Champagne). Only produced in magnums, 

this Champagne is crisp, tight and with intense acid-
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ity. It is tangy, salty with lemon and grapefruit fla-
vors. It is only just ready to drink, the magnum allow-
ing it to age more slowly. Best to drink from 2018. 
Bridge Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv6: 12% Price: $120/1.5 L 

93 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Chouilly 
Grand Cru (Champagne). This impressive 

wine comes from the northernmost of the Grand 
Cru villages of the Côte des Blancs, where the 
chalk soil contains more clay. This gives a wine 
with weight and fine fruitiness. The hints of toast 
are just showing through the citrus fruits indicat-
ing that the wine is just ready to drink. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

93 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Grand Cru 
Blanc de Blancs (Champagne). This is an 

impressive wine. From the floral aromas to the crisp 
mineral-driven texture, the wine is tense, struc-
tured and very stylish. The apple, green plum and 
nervy texture are of a piece with the Chardonnay 
fruit from some of the finest villages in the Côte des 
Blancs. Drink this wine now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

93 Louise Brison 2008 Tendresse Brut (Cham-
pagne). This blanc de blancs, fermented 

and aged in wood, is a fine Champagne. Its mineral 
texture and light oxidative character from the use of 
wood is contrasted with the tight citrus fruitiness 
and nervy steely texture. The wine is just mature 
although still with plenty of fruit. Drink now. K&L 
Wine Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

93 Marie Copinet 2009 Monsieur Léonard Brut 
Blanc de Blancs Millésime (Champagne). 

Now approaching maturity although certainly not 
leaving its fruit behind, this is a fine structured 
wine. It has hints of toastiness as well as spice while 
keeping bright acidity and a tangy texture. The wine 
is rich still tense and ready to drink. Chloe Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

93 Nicolas Feuillatte 2008 Millésime Brut Blanc 
de Blancs (Champagne). With its winery 

close to the Chardonnay heartland of the Côte des 
Blancs, it is no surprise that this massive coopera-
tive can produce a fine Blanc de Blancs. This vintage 
iteration is mineral and full of tangy orange zest 
acidity. It also has a softer element from the dosage 
that comes through at the end to leave a balanced 
wine. Drink now. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $56 

93 Petit & Bajan 2011 Nuit Blanche Blanc de 
Blancs Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). Deli-

cately sparkling, this creamy Champagne is crisp, 
fruity and on the dry side of Brut. It has citrus as 
well as pear flavors giving a fruity edge to the lively 
texture. This delicious wine should age a little longer, 

so drink from 2019. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

93 Voirin-Jumel 2010 Millésime Brut (Cham-
pagne). This ripe wine is still young. It has 

a taut texture that’s dominated by the lively white 
fruit and crisp acidity. There’s a mineral streak that 
cuts through the wine to give a steely texture that 
will soften over the next year. Drink from the end 
of 2018. Premier Beverage. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

92 A.R. Lenoble   NV Grand Cru Blanc de Blancs 
Chouilly Brut (Champagne). The wine comes 

from the Grand Cru village of Chouilly in the Char-
donnay vineyards of the Côte des Blancs. It is crisp, 
mineral textured and still developing. Bright acidity 
and lemon-zest flavors give this wine its lively and 
also full-bodied character. Drink from 2018. Lauber 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $54 

92 Le Brun de Neuville NV Authentique Blanc 
de Blancs Brut (Champagne). The small 

Sézanne region of Champagne is known for its 
Chardonnay (as exemplified by this wine) with its 
crisp mineral texture. The apple-skin and green-
plum flavors are given an edge by the tight acidity 
and dryness. It could do with another few months 
in bottle, so drink this bottling from 2018. Holiday 
Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

92 Le Brun de Neuville NV Blanc de Blancs Extra 
Brut (Champagne). This producer’s signa-

ture grape is Chardonnay and this Champagne with 
its tight, nervy and mineral character is a fitting 
emblem. It is crisp, with green-apple fruit and lively 
acidity. Underneath there is a structure that will 
allow the bottling to age further. Drink from 2018. 
Holiday Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

92 Voirin-Jumel NV Cuvée 555 Brut (Cham-
pagne). Named after the street number of 

the producer’s winery, this Champagne is mineral 
and dry. It has fine acidity, along with citrus fruits 
and a crisp aftertaste. The texture is tangy, taut and 
gives the wine its food friendly character. Drink 
now. Premier Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

91 Besserat de Bellefon NV Grand Cru Brut Blanc 
de Blancs (Champagne). This is a creamy 

wine with a soft bubbly mousse. The wine is crisp 
with a strong mineral character that gives the wine 
a distinct zesty apple-skin flavor. It is dry, fruity and 
ready to drink. Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

91 Faniel et Fils NV Appogia Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). This finely balanced wine is 

both crisp and packed with fruit. Its mineral tex-
ture is balanced by the sliced green apple and lively 

acidity. With its lightly toasty aroma, it is ready to 
drink. Potomac Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $62 

91 Forget-Brimont NV Brut Blanc de Blancs 
Premier Cru (Champagne). Situated on the 

northern slopes of the Montagne de Reims, this 
producer is well situated to make a tightly defined 
Chardonnay Blanc de Blancs. This wine is tex-
tured, crisp and with intense acidity. The low dos-
age emphasizes the nervy mineral character of this 
wine. Drink this bottling from 2018. HB Wine Mer-
chants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

91 Henriet-Bazin NV Blanc de Blancs Premier Cru 
Brut (Champagne). Unusually for a Cham-

pagne from the Montagne de Reims, better known 
for its Pinot Noir, this is a 100% Chardonnay. It is 
ripe and fruity—a warm wine with apricot and spice 
as well as crisper citrus. Drink this smooth wine 
now. Charles Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

91 Joseph Perrier NV Cuvée Royale Brut Blanc de 
Blancs (Champagne). With five years’ bottle 

aging, this Champagne is just beginning to show 
some attractive signs of maturity. The toasty aroma 
is followed through on the palate and this toastiness 
has softened the tight mineral texture of the wine. 
Drink this balanced wine now. Baron Francois Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

91 Marie Copinet NV Alexandrine Brut Blanc de 
Blancs (Champagne). A fruity wine, refresh-

ing and crisp with just the right balance between 
acidity and citrus flavors and a youthful mineral 
texture. The wine is certainly crisp, although it is 
the fruitiness and the tangy character that comes 
through most strongly. Drink now. Chloe Wine 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

91 Vollereaux NV Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cham-
pagne). Crisp, mineral and tight, this is still 

a young bottling. It is dry, full of citrus-fruit flavors 
and with a fine burst of acidity that cuts through the 
wine. Let this delicious wine settle for a few more 
months to add more fruit to the texture. Drink from 
late 2018. Esprit du Vin. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

91 Waris Hubert 2011 Blanche Grand Cru Blanc de 
Blancs (Champagne). This taut, tight wine 

is impressive. The mineral texture and crisp white 
fruits combine into a harmonious wine that is full of 
apple and pear flavors. It comes from the Grand Cru 
village of Avize, reflecting the chalk soil in its struc-
ture. Drink from 2019. The Sorting Table. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

90 Boizel NV Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cham-
pagne). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 12% Price: $85 
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90 Gallimard Père et Fils NV Quintessence Extra 
Brut (Champagne). This Aube producer has 

profited by the extra richness of his region to pro-
duce a bone-dry wine that tastes ripe and creamy. 
The wine does have a tight, dry core but the sur-
rounding creamed apple, melon and spice make a 
refreshing contrast. Drink now. BPW Merchants. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

90 Henriet-Bazin NV Blanc de Blancs Premier 
Cru Extra Brut (Champagne). A zesty min-

eral Chardonnay-based Champagne, this is crisp, 
dry and bright. It has a tight texture giving a steely 
edge to the fruit and bringing out both structure 
and acidity. This is a wine to savor with food. Drink 
now. Charles Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

90 Legras & Haas NV Grand Cru Blanc de Blancs 
Extra Brut (Champagne). This is a floral 

wine with a tight nervy texture and intense acidity. 
Citrus fruit and crispness drive this forward. While 
it has plenty of fruit, it is this mineral texture that 
dominates this dry wine. Drink now. Integrity Wines 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

90 Marie Copinet NV Brut Nature Blanc de 
Blancs (Champagne). Although this is cer-

tainly dry, it is not searingly so. That comes from 
the ripe Chardonnay and the delicious white fruits 
that are well integrated into the mineral texture. 
The wine is bright, crisp and ready to drink. Chloe 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

90 Perrier Jouët NV Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). Chardonnay has always been 

the signature grape of this producer and this finely 
proportioned wine has both the house style and a 
mineral character from the grape. It is crisp, moving 
towards the dry end of Brut and with lively fruiti-
ness. Drink now. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

90 Voirin-Jumel NV Blanc de Blancs Grand Cru 
Brut (Champagne). Based in the Grand Cru 

village of Cramant, this producer has access to some 
fine vineyards which go into its nonvintage cuvée. It 
is textured, tight, fruity and with fine acidity to cut 
through the apple and lemon fruitiness. Drink now. 
Premier Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

89 Emile Leclère NV Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). From the Marne Valley, close 

to Epernay, this Champagne has had some good bot-
tle aging. That has softened and broadened the crisp 
texture and minerality of this Chardonnay-based 
wine. It is full, rich and creamy, finishing with a fine 
burst of acidity. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $95 

89 Gallimard Père et Fils NV Cuvée Grande 
Réserve Brut (Champagne). Rounded ripe 

Chardonnay is the backbone of this accessible wine. 
Yes, it is crisp with an edge of steeliness, but its 
acidity is tempered by the rich lime and apricot 
flavors. The wine is ripe, fruity and ready to drink. 
BPW Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

89 Henriet-Bazin NV Blanc de Blancs Premier 
Cru Demi-Sec (Champagne). Chardonnay 

planted in the mainly Pinot Noir area of the Mon-
tagne de Reims is the base of this off-dry wine. It is 
only just north of Brut with its mineral texture well 
intact and the creamed apple flavor coming to the 
fore. Drink both with food or as an apéritif. Charles 
Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $67 

89 Piollot Père et Fils 2013 Colas Robin (Cham-
pagne). From a single parcel of organically 

grown Pinot Blanc, this was partially vinified in 
wood. It is dry, although the fruitiness of the grapes 
balances that dryness. The result is a rich wine, full 
of fruitiness and with a toasty edge that adds com-
plexity. Drink now. Verity Wine Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

88 Barrat-Masson NV Fleur de Craie Extra Brut 
(Champagne). Properly dry and crisp, this 

is a zesty mineral-driven Champagne. It has acid-
ity, citrus and green-fruit flavors. The texture and 
the direct fruitiness reveal a wine that is still young. 
Drink this bottling from 2018. Verity Wine Partners. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

88 Jean Laurent NV Blanc de Blancs Réserve 
Brut (Champagne). This ripe creamy wine 

has sliced apple aromas and a smooth rich palate. 
The wine has apple and pear flavors, generous fruit 
along with a tang of acidity. A full mousse adds to 
the general feeling of richness. Drink now. Hand 
Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $58 

88 Waris Hubert NV Lilyale Grand Cru Blanc de 
Blancs Zéro Dosage (Champagne). Char-

donnay from three grand cru villages in the Côte 
des Blancs, this tense mineral wine is bone dry with 
citrus and apple crispness. It is tight and nervy, still 
young and needing to age further. This will be ready 
to drink from late 2018. The Sorting Table. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

87 Canard-Duchêne NV Charles VII Grande Cuvée 
des Lys Blanc de Blancs Brut (Champagne). 

Crisp and with plenty of acidity, this fruity wine 
with its white stone-fruit aromas is balanced 
between a sweeter edge and a mineral texture. It 
is lively, fruity with apples and spice and ready to 
drink. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

BLANC DE NOIRS

93 Besserat de Bellefon NV Grand Cru Brut Blanc 
de Noirs (Champagne). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

93 G. H. Mumm 2008 RSRV Maison Mumm Blanc 
de Noirs Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). The 

wine in this 100% Pinot Noir comes from one of 
the top villages in the Montagne de Reims. It is rich, 
structured and with a youthful character despite its 
nine years . It has berry and rich plum fruits as well 
as a dry core of acidity. Drink this ageworthy Cham-
pagne from 2019. Pernod Ricard. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

93 Thiénot 2008 Cuvée Garance (Champagne). 
For full review see page 8. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

92 Mailly Grand Cru NV Blanc de Pinot Noir Brut 
(Champagne). As part of a range of wines 

that are based on specific parcels of vines, this wine 
has also been partially wood fermented. Its richness 
and the touches of spice and toastiness give the 
wine a ripe rounded character. However, it is dry, 
crisply textured with a touch of tannin to give it 
structure. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

91 Henriet-Bazin NV Blanc de Noirs Grand Cru 
Brut (Champagne). From Verzenay on the 

Montagne de Reims this wine is rich, structured 
and concentrated. It has a rich texture plus spice 
as well as zesty orange and red-currant fruits. The 
wine retains some of the tannins of the red grapes 
although goes much more for a mineral texture. 
Drink now. Charles Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $68 

91 Henriet-Bazin NV Blanc de Noirs Pinot Meunier 
Brut (Champagne). From a single parcel of 

Pinot Meunier this wine is crisp and textured. It 
has a ripe juicy apple character cut with acidity and 
minerality. At the same time the natural softness of 
the grape variety comes through to round out the 
wine leaving a gentle aftertaste. Drink now. Charles 
Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $69 

90 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Premier Cru 
Blanc de Noirs (Champagne). Only recently 

disgorged in July 2017, this bottling is still young. 
It is structured with a hint of tannin as well as a 
steely tight texture. It is going to develop into a fine 
wine, rich and with a blend of apple and ripe pear 
flavors. Drink this bottling from late 2018. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

89 Canard-Duchêne NV Charles VII Grande 
Cuvée des Lys Blanc de Noirs Brut (Cham-
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pagne). This blend of Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier 
is full bodied and rich. Red-berry aromas are fol-
lowed on the palate with tangy apricot and straw-
berry fruitiness. It is a ripe wine, ready to drink. 
Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

89 Eric Taillet NV Bansionensi Extra Brut 
(Champagne). This is an unusual 100% 

Pinot Meunier Champagne. Its stark dryness is bal-
anced by the natural softness of the grapes to give 
a rounded wine full of spicy apple balanced by fine 
textured acidity. Ready to drink now. Roadhouse 
Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $49 

89 Gallimard Père et Fils NV Cuvée de Réserve 
Brut (Champagne). Based in Les Riceys in 

the Aube region, this producer has taken advantage 
of the ripe Pinot Noir to produce a ripe, juicy and 
fruity Champagne. With fine acidity to cut the gen-
erous crisp pear and melon flavors, the wine is bal-
anced, accessible and ready. BPW Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

89 Jean Laurent NV Blanc de Noirs Brut (Cham-
pagne). Pinot Noir thrives in the Aube 

region giving rich wines like this. It has a yeasty 
aroma which follows through to the ripe fruity pal-
ate. The wine is warm, while still crisp and tangy. 
This bottling is ready to drink. Hand Picked Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $53 

89 Joseph Perrier 2009 Cuvée Royale Blanc de 
Noirs Brut Nature (Champagne). There is a 

distinct tannic edge to this 100% Pinot Noir Cham-
pagne. It gives a firm character and with spice as 
well as red fruits and citrus. These elements, not 
quite integrated, show the wine needs to age fur-
ther. Drink from 2019. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $100 

BRUT NATURE

94 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Verzenay 
Grand Cru (Champagne). A dry wine to be 

sure, although one with great fruit as well as a rich 
texture from the 80% Pinot Noir in the blend. It is 
a crisp elegant wine with its citrus and apple fla-
vors along with the fine tight acidity. This bottling 
is still young and, like any dry Champagne, needs to 
age. Drink from 2018. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

93 Lombard et Cie 2008 Brut Nature Grand Cru 
Millésime (Champagne). With some age, 

this bone-dry wine has softened and filled out. 
There’s still a lemon aroma as well as crisp acidity 
on the palate, but they are less tight now, rounded 
and with a fine balance between fruit and acidity. It 

is still a year off maturity, so wait until 2018. Fruit 
of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $140 

93 Louis Roederer 2009 Philippe Starck Brut 
Nature (Champagne). Designer Philippe 

Starck was involved in the blending and label design 
of this Champagne. It is a pure crisp white-fruit-
flavored wine, almost austere with intense acidity. 
Like many great bone dry Champagnes it will need 
to age to allow the spare lines of the wine to fill out. 
Drink this bottling from 2019. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $85 

91 Esterlin 2009 Brut Nature (Champagne). 
Based in Epernay, this cooperative has pro-

duced a crisp balanced wine. A zesty, lightly mineral 
texture gives shape and precision to the citrus fruit 
and bright aftertaste. It is still young, so drink this 
vintage wine from 2019. Bridge Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

91 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Nature Grand Cru 
(Champagne). With an attractive toasty 

aroma, this wine is rich and delicious. It is one of 
this producer’s nonvintage blends, a very superior 
marriage between Grand Cru grapes from the Côte 
des Blancs and Montagne de Reims. With apple, 
toast and lemon flavors it is dry and ready to drink. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

90 A.R. Lenoble   NV Dosage Zéro Brut Nature 
(Champagne). This tight crisp wine deliv-

ers citrus and sliced apple fruits. There is a brisk 
mousse that gives the wine quite a bite of acidity. All 
the elements point in the direction of food for this 
Champagne. Like many bone-dry Champagnes, this 
bottling needs to age, so drink from 2018. Lauber 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

88 Piollot Père et Fils 2014 Come des Tallants 
Zéro Dosage (Champagne). This still-young 

crisp wine is full of apple and citrus acidity. The 
mousse is lively, giving a bright character to this 
fruity wine. Because it is so dry, it needs another 
few months before drinking, so wait until 2018. 
Verity Wine Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

EXTRA BRUT

95 Billecart-Salmon 2007 Vintage Extra Brut 
(Champagne). Definitely dry, this impres-

sively crisp wine is tightly textured, mineral in char-
acter and with great fruit. Its acidity and taut tangy 
character are part of a sophisticated wine that is still 
maturing. The hints of toast are there, but this beau-
tiful wine will take a while to show its full poten-
tial. Drink from 2019. Billecart Salmon USA. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

93 J. Dumangin Fils 2005 Le Vintage Premier 
Cru Extra Brut (Champagne). To age an extra 

brut vintage before release is a great idea. It leaves 
a wine that hints at toasty aromas as well as still-
crisp fruitiness. The apple and pear flavors are filled 
out by the tangy edge and the hints of maturity to 
come. Drink this fine vintage now. Père Jacques Wine 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $67 

93 Mailly Grand Cru 2011 Extra Brut Millésimé 
(Champagne). This ripe wine from the 

Montagne de Reims is dominated by its 75% Pinot 
Noir. That gives a rich wine, full of ripe berry and 
citrus fruits and with a strong edge of tannin and 
minerality. It is young—a vintage that needs to age. 
Drink this firm, youthful wine from 2019. Saranty 
Imports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

90 Boizel NV Ultime Extra Brut (Champagne). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 12% Price: $90 

88 Cordeuil NV Extra Brut (Champagne). Cer-
tainly on the dry side, this wine is also 

full of ripe fruit giving it a rich character. Creamed 
apples and attractive acidity are given a fine zesty 
textured edge. It comes from a producer in the Aube 
region in the south of Champagne. Verity Wine 
Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

88 J. Dumangin Fils NV L’Extra Brut Premier 
Cru (Champagne). Dominated by Pinot 

Meunier, this soft rich wine is immediately acces-
sible. It has apple and crisp pear fruits along with a 
dry crisp texture. The nonvintage Champagne from 
this producer is attractive, fruity and dry at the end. 
Père Jacques Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $58 

88 Lombard et Cie NV Extra Brut Premier Cru 
(Champagne). Based in Epernay, this Cham-

pagne house specializes in bone-dry Champagnes. 
Like this bottling, they need some time before the 
acidity calms down. This has the potential to be deli-
cious, crisp, and full of a bright mineral texture and 
citrus fruitiness. Drink from 2018. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

BRUT

100 Louis Roederer 2008 Cristal Vintage Brut 
(Champagne). This latest incarnation of 

the famous brand is a superb wine. It is on par with, 
maybe even better than, the already legendary 2002. 
Its balance is impeccable: Apple and citrus flavors 
working with the tight minerality to give a textured 
yet fruity wine. Produced from Roederer’s own vine-
yards which are mainly biodynamic, the wine has 
its own intense purity and crispness. It has amazing 
potential and is likely to age for many years. Drink 
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from 2020. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $250 

96 Mailly Grand Cru 2002 Les Echansons 
(Champagne). The producer held this wine 

back from release because it came from such a great 
ageworthy vintage. The wait was worth it because 
this is a very fine impressive wine. With the won-
derful richness of the 75% Pinot Noir dominating, 
this is a balanced wine, just hinting at toastiness 
and with concentrated ripe apple fruits melding 
into the texture of the wine. Drink now, although 
the Champagne will age further. Saranty Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $160 

95 Duménil 2012 Premier Cru Special Club 
(Champagne). This impressive dry wine is 

made as part of a club of producers who taste and 
evaluate each other’s wines before release. A blend 
of 60% Pinot Noir and 40% Chardonnay, it is full 
of white fruit with a toasty edge that gives the wine 
weight. Behind this is a strongly mineral charac-
ter with bite and zest that will allow it age further. 
Drink from 2020. Plume Ridge. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

95 Louis Roederer 2012 Vintage Brut (Cham-
pagne). This beautiful wine, with its poise, 

elegance and balance, has both a steely mineral core 
and an outer ripe-fruit character. It has citrus, tight 
acidity and rich apple and green-plum flavors. The 
wine is still a little young and will be better from 
2019. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

95 Moët & Chandon 2008 Grand Vintage Brut 
(Champagne). Just beginning to mature, 

this balanced, ripe wine is complex with acidity, 
toast and pear and green-plum fruits. It is rich, full 
in the mouth with a tight mouse that shows inten-
sity as well as a stylish character. This is a fine wine 
just coming into its own but well worth aging fur-
ther until 2020. Moët Hennessy USA. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

95 Taittinger 2012 Millésimé Brut (Cham-
pagne). For full review see page 4. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $97 

94 Besserat de Bellefon 2012 Triple B (Cham-
pagne). Produced from organically grown 

grapes, this is a rich wine. Its lightly oxidative char-
acter gives it a smoothness as well as bringing out 
ripe white fruits and citrus. It is a finely made wine, 
worthy of aging for a few more years. Drink from 
2019. Winesellers, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

94 Boizel 2000 Joyau de France (Champagne). 
For full review see page 5. 

abv: 12% Price: $150 

94 Joseph Perrier 2008 Cuvée Josephine Brut 
(Champagne). This is the producer’s pres-

tige cuvée, a fine perfumed blend with a great bal-
ance between the ripe fruitiness, the balanced dos-
age and a crisp edge of pink-grapefruit flavors. This 
impressive vintage with its hints of toasty matu-
rity is ready to drink. Baron Francois Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $125 

94 Lanson NV Extra Age Brut (Champagne). 
Just as it says on the label, this is a non-

vintage wine that has aged longer than usual in 
the Lanson cellars (in this case five years). That 
immediately gives it a toasty aroma and palate. The 
white stone fruit is still crisp although filled out and 
rounded with bottle age. Drink this impressive wine 
now. Lanson International Americas Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $105 

94 Le Brun de Neuville 2008 Grand Vintage Brut 
(Champagne). Almost entirely Chardon-

nay, with just a whisper of Pinot Noir, this is a dry 
Champagne. It is crisp, lively, steely and with great 
intensity. The apple and lemon flavors are just a part 
of this impressive wine that could age longer. Drink 
from 2019. Holiday Beverage. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

94 Taittinger NV Folies de la Marquetterie 
(Champagne). This special cuvée comes 

from the vineyards surrounding the Château de la 
Marquetterie in Reims. With a part aged in wood, 
the wine has fine bottle aging and toastiness giving 
it richness as well as bringing out the ripe lemon 
and red-apple flavors. It is a beautifully balanced 
wine that is ready to drink. Kobrand. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $97 

94 Thiénot 2007 Cuvée Alain Thiénot (Cham-
pagne). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

93 Besserat de Bellefon 2008 Cuvée des Moines 
Brut Millésime (Champagne). Dominated by 

rich Chardonnay, this is a ripe wine. Acidity and a 
mineral texture are foils to the rich apple and green-
plum flavors, giving a balance between deliciously 
crisp and a fuller style. It is just about ready to drink 
but will be better from 2018. Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

93 Chanoine NV Tzarina No 1 Brut (Champagne). 
This blend of equal parts of Pinot Noir and 

Chardonnay is impressive. On the dry side of Brut, 
it is crisp, tight with intense acidity and a nervy 
texture that will soften. It’s a perfumed, structured 
wine full of potential with its citrus and spice fla-

vors. Drink this bottling from 2019. Deutsch Family 
Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $140 

93 Chanoine 2012 Tsarine Millésime Brut 
(Champagne). A fine blend of equal parts 

of Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Pinot Meunier, this 
ripe wine is crisp with acidity and a nervy mineral 
texture. It is still young, still tight and structured. 
But it will be a fine wine as it matures. Drink from 
2019. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

93 Forget-Brimont 2006 Millésime Brut (Cham-
pagne). Perfectly mature, this ripe wine with 

its fruit from premier cru vineyards is balanced. The 
touches of toast go with the still-vibrant white fruits 
and acidity. With a richly textured background, the 
wine is ripe and deliciously ready to drink. HB Wine 
Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

93 G. H. Mumm NV RSRV Maison Mumm Cuvée 
4+5 Brut (Champagne). A blend from the 

five different areas that are the source of Mumm’s 
Champagnes, this wine is impressive. It has toasti-
ness from bottle aging that has added richness to 
the crisp fruit. The wine, hinting at almonds as well 
as green apples is deliciously balanced and ready to 
drink. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

93 Joseph Perrier 2008 Cuvée Royale Brut 
Vintage (Champagne). The latest vintage 

release from this producer based in Châlons-en-
Champagne is very much in the house style with 
its crisp acidity and tight texture. It is towards the 
dry end of Brut with apple and citrus flavors and 
little sign yet of aging. Although this textured wine 
is ready to drink, it will be better from 2018. Baron 
Francois Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $95 

93 Le Brun de Neuville NV Lady de N. Cuvée Elevé 
en fûts de Chêne Brut (Champagne). A wine 

that was fermented in wood before bottling, this is 
rich and with a definite edge of toast and spice. It is 
ripe with crisp fruit, although the wood has broad-
ened the wine, giving it an attractive oxidative char-
acter. Drink this fine wine now. Holiday Beverage. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $95 

93 Perrier Jouët 2008 Belle Epoque Brut (Cham-
pagne). The latest release in this series of 

wines with its Belle Epoque bottle is, as always, a 
blend dominated by Chardonnay. So although the 
dosage is relatively high, that is balanced by fine 
acidity and minerality. It is a stylish wine, ripe and 
with the maturity to drink now. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $150 

93 Petit & Bajan 2011 Ambrosie Brut Grand Cru 
(Champagne). With almost five years’ aging 
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on its lees, this is now a rich mature wine. It has a 
toasty, spicy character to balance the still-vibrant 
white-fruit flavors. The acidity is a foil to the rich-
ness of the wine, cutting through and giving a crisp, 
always mature aftertaste. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

93 Taittinger NV Prélude Brut Grands Crus 
(Champagne). A blend of equal Chardonnay 

and Pinot Noir exclusively from Grand Cru vine-
yards. It is a rich wine, tightly textured with citrus 
and tangy acidity. There is a tense core of crispness, 
with intense fruit and a dry aftertaste. This is a fine 
bottling that should age further, so drink from 2018. 
Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $95 

92 Chanoine NV Tsarine Brut (Champagne). In 
its gold bottle signed by designer Adriana 

Karembeu, this bottling delivers bling as well as 
wine. The wine inside justifies the hype—a delicious 
apple flavor dominating along with acidity. The 
brand is getting drier each year with a crisp style 
that has a mineral edge as well as tangy orange fla-
vors. Drink this attractive Champagne now. Deutsch 
Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

92 Delamotte NV Brut (Champagne). For full 
review see page 9. 

abv: 12% Price: $57 

92 Henriet-Bazin NV Sélection de Parcelles 
Premier Cru Brut (Champagne). A 50–50 

blend of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, this is a fruity 
wine that also has a strongly tangy zesty character. 
It comes from vines on the Montagne de Reims, a 
rich source of great fruit that shows strongly in this 
Champagne. The bottling is still young and will ben-
efit from another few months aging, so drink from 
2018. Charles Neal Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

92 Henriet-Bazin 2010 Millésime Grand Cru Brut 
(Champagne). This producer, based on the 

northern slopes of the Montagne de Reims, has cre-
ated a tight vintage wine that is still young. With its 
70% Pinot Noir it has a dry, almost tannic edge that 
will soften to bring out the ripe pear and apricot fla-
vors. Drink this impressive wine from 2019. Charles 
Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $81 

92 Jean de la Fontaine 2008 La Majestueuse 
Brut Millesimé (Champagne). Some wood 

aging for the Chardonnay in the blend of this 
mature vintage has given the wine its light toast and 
spice character. The wine is rich, smooth and gener-
ous with a full-bodied feel. It is now ready to drink. 
WD Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

92 Mailly Grand Cru 2011 L’Intemporelle Brut 
(Champagne). As befits a producer whose 

vines are on the Montagne de Reims, this blend is 
dominated by Pinot Noir. This vintage is tangy with 
a toasty nutty character while still retaining plenty 
of youthful fruit. It is dry, textured and likely to be 
at its best from 2019. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $130 

91 Canard-Duchêne NV Charles VII Grande Cuvée 
le Victorieux Brut (Champagne). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

91 Emile Leclère NV Cuvée du Bicentenaire Brut 
(Champagne). This is a ripe mature wine. 

With acidity and pear and apple fruitiness, it is a 
rich blend that is dominated by Chardonnay. That 
gives an extra minerality to the tangy texture. This 
is a fine Champagne, ready to drink now. Votto 
Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $100 

91 Jean de la Fontaine NV L’Eloquente Brut 
(Champagne). Produced in the Aube region, 

this ripe full wine is rich and generous. With apple 
and pear fruitiness and a smooth creamy mousse, 
the wine has just the right amount of bottle aging. 
Drink now. WD Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

91 Louis Roederer NV Brut Premier (Champagne). 
The nonvintage blend from this producer is 

getting marginally drier with tight crisp fruit as 
well as delicious sliced apple flavors. With a touch 
of toastiness, this wine shows itself as having some 
attractive bottle age. It is ready to drink. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

91 Louise Brison 2010 Millésime Brut (Cham-
pagne). Fermented in oak, this wine with its 

crisp apple aroma is ripe and spicy. It has great cit-
rus and white fruit plus a dry character that gives it 
both a tang and a mineral texture. Drink this crisp 
balanced wine now. K&L Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Mailly Grand Cru NV Brut Réserve (Cham-
pagne). Dominated, as are all the wines 

from this small cooperative, by Pinot Noir, this is 
the nonvintage blend. It has swathes of ripe red-
berry and apple fruits with a dry intensity and fine 
refreshing acidity. This top-quality wine is ready to 
drink. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

91 Thiénot NV Brut (Champagne). For full review 
see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

90 A.R. Lenoble  NV Intense Brut (Champagne). 
A quarter of this nonvintage blend was vini-

fied in wood. That adds some extra richness to the 
already ripe fruit. Based on the 2013 vintage, the 
wine is full of pear, crisp apple and hints of apricot. 

The Champagne is ready to drink. Lauber Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

90 Canard-Duchêne NV Cuvée Léonie Brut 
(Champagne). For full review see page 15.  

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

89 Baron Albert NV L’Universelle Brut (Cham-
pagne). This bright elegant Champagne is 

from a family firm now run by three sisters. With 
its balance between acidity and ripe apple flavors, it 
is poised between bone dry and a richer Brut style. 
The wine is fruity although with a crisp mineral 
aftertaste. Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $33 

89 Boizel NV Brut Réserve (Champagne). The 
nonvintage blend from this producer reveals 

the house style with its crisp character, tangy citrus 
fruits and great acidity. It is floral, fruity while also 
sitting on the dry side of Brut. Drink this finely bal-
anced wine now. Palm Bay International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $44 

89 Claude Baron 2008 Cuvée Topaze Millésime 
Brut (Champagne). This light wine is still 

tangy and full of fruit. There are hints of age with 
a toasty character although that is balanced by the 
crisp apple acidity. So it is zesty, full of life and 
ready to drink. Compass Wines & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

89 Duménil NV Les Pêcherines Premier Cru Pres-
tige Brut (Champagne). This is crisp with a 

steely edge. From a single vineyard, it is a blend that 
is dominated by Chardonnay, the wine is tight with 
a texture that suggests it needs to age in the bottle. 
There is plenty of fruit but it just needs to soften. 
Plume Ridge. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $46 

89 Faniel et Fils NV Oriane Brut (Champagne). 
The wine has a lively mousse, crispened 

with acidity and filled with fruit. It is an attractive 
blend of all three Champagne grapes, floral in char-
acter and with a fine tang of citrus as well as ripe 
pears. Drink now. Potomac Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $43 

89 Gyéjacquot Frères NV Collection Prestige 
Brut (Champagne). This is a delicious, 

apple-flavored wine. With just the right balance of 
ripeness and acidity, it is both crisp and fruity. There 
is a fine tang of minerality at the end. Drink now. 
Holiday Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

89 Lanson NV Black Label Brut (Champagne). 
Traditionally one of the major Champagne 

brands, this delicious crisp wine retains the Lanson 
house style. It is tight, fruity while having a mineral 
edge. White fruits and citrus combine easily to give 
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a wine that is ready to drink. Lanson International 
Americas Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

89 Legras & Haas NV Tradition Brut (Cham-
pagne). This is a fruity crisp wine that is 

finely balanced. It has a dry edge to it of bright white 
and citrus fruits along with a floral character that is 
enticing and open. The wine is lively and ready to 
drink. Integrity Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

89 Moët & Chandon NV Impérial Brut (Cham-
pagne). This is a crisp fruity wine with 

attractive acidity. Its apple and citrus fruits are 
bright, shining through the light texture to give a 
lively tangy wine. Drink now. Moët Hennessy USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

89 Taittinger NV Brut La Française (Cham-
pagne). This ripe wine is balanced with 

some fine bottle aging. That gives both a toasty 
aroma and some yeasty flavors on the palate. The 
wine is packed with citrus and crisp white fruits—
it’s floral and immediately attractive. Drink this 
Champagne now. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $62 

89 Thiénot NV Brut Rosé (Champagne). With 
65% of the two Pinot grapes, this is a rich 

wine with a light structure of tannins. It also has 
great red fruits and balanced acidity. There is a 
softness to the aftertaste which will make it a good 
apéritif style. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

89 Vollereaux NV Célébration Premier Cru 
(Champagne). In its decorative white and 

gold bottle, this Champagne is obviously destined 
for celebratory moments. The wine happily lives 
up to the packaging: A soft and creamy wine with 
pear and melon flavors. It is less dry than others in 
this producer’s range, with a soft and rounded after-
taste. Drink now. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $48 

88 Bernard Remy NV Carte Blanche Brut (Cham-
pagne). Based in the Côte de Sézanne, this 

producer has created a Pinot Noir-dominated blend. 
Its white stone-fruit aromas and soft texture point 
to a wine that is generous with its fruitiness, citrus 
and pear flavors leading the way. The wine is soft 
with a relatively high dosage. It is ready to drink. 
Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $37 

88 Bertrand-Delespierre NV Brut Premier Cru 
(Champagne). This grower, based in Cha-

mery on the Montagne de Reims, has produced a 
ripe creamy nonvintage wine. White-fruit aromas 
and apple-fruit flavors reinforce the richness of the 
wine. It has a crisp aftertaste that brings in acidity to 
balance. Drink now. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $51 

88 Chanoine NV Tsarine Cuvée Premium Brut 
(Champagne). Bottles of this brand bear 

the double-headed eagle of Russia, a reminder it is 
named after the wife of the Russian imperial mon-
arch. This nonvintage cuvée is in the house style, 
crisp, tangy and with a fine combination of citrus 
and green-plum freshness. Drink now. Deutsch 
Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

88 Claude Baron NV Cuvée Saphir Brut (Cham-
pagne). Produced by the Baron family, 

this nonvintage blend is soft and as balanced as 
the other wines in the range. It has a ripe feel to 
it, creamed apple and green plums giving the fruity 
element. Drink this attractive wine now. Compass 
Wines & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

88 Emile Leclère NV Réserve Brut (Champagne). 
Mainly Pinot Meunier, as befits a producer 

in the Marne Valley, this Champagne is soft and 
creamy. With its edge of acidity, baked-apple flavor 
and zingy texture, the wine is ready to drink. Votto 
Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

88 Eric Taillet NV Egali’t Brut (Champagne). 
Equal proportions of the three main Cham-

pagne grapes give this wine a fine balance. It is ripe 
with pear and melon fruitiness as well as almonds 
and toast that suggest some bottle age. Drink this 
attractive wine now. Roadhouse Wine Merchants. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

88 Forget-Brimont NV Brut Premier Cru (Cham-
pagne). From premier cru vineyards on the 

Montagne de Reims, this finely balanced wine is 
tight and crisp with fine acidity. Its white fruits and 
lively feel are allied to a creamy texture to produce 
a Champagne that is ready to drink now. HB Wine 
Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $48 

88 G. H. Mumm NV Grand Cordon (Champagne). 
The familiar Cordon Rouge, in an impres-

sively restyled bottle, is soft, fruity and eminently 
drinkable. Its balance comes from the ripe apple 
fruit and the underlying softness of the creamy 
mousse. Acidity ties it all together. Drink this bot-
tling now. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

88 Gyéjacquot Frères NV Collection Blanche 
(Champagne). A blend of 90% Chardonnay 

with 10% Pinot Blanc makes this a Blanc de Blancs 
(not indicated on the label). The wine itself is fruity, 
soft and with creamed-apple acidity to give it a lift. 
The light mousse gives a gentle aftertaste. Drink now. 
Holiday Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $46 

88 Henri Abelé NV Brut (Champagne). Crisp 
and drier than this Champagne used to be, 

this is a fruity wine. Apples, citrus and zesty orange 
mingle along with the minerality that comes from 
the 40% Chardonnay in the blend. This is a fine 
apéritif style to drink now. Calvert Woodley Fine 
Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

88 Le Brun de Neuville NV Grande Sélection Brut 
(Champagne). Based in the small Sézanne 

vineyard region south of Epernay, this producer’s 
nonvintage cuvée is dominated by Chardonnay. It 
reflects the house style: crisp, steely with a good 
balance between acidity and citrus and apple fruiti-
ness. Drink this refreshing Champagne now. Holiday 
Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

88 Vollereaux NV Brut Réserve (Champagne). 
Soft and creamy, this floral wine also has an 

attractive touch of toastiness suggesting it has bot-
tle age. Its green-plum and citrus flavors contribute 
to the crispness of this balanced wine. Drink now. 
Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

87 Esterlin NV Brut Eclat (Champagne). The 
standard nonvintage blend from this pro-

ducer is soft with a good touch of bottle age as well 
as a relatively high dosage. It is fruity, easy and with 
its final acidity, crisp and refreshing to drink. Bridge 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

87 Faniel et Fils NV Agapane Brut (Champagne). 
This is the entry-level wine from this pro-

ducer based in the Marne Valley. That’s the land of 
Pinot Meunier and this Champagne contains 74% 
of the grape, giving a soft rounded wine. It has deli-
cious acidity with citrus and red-berry fruit and a 
lightly crisp texture that is balanced by the soft ripe 
aftertaste. Drink now. Potomac Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

87 Jacques Bardelot NV Brut (Champagne). 
Sliced apple aromas and crisp pear and cit-

rus flavors are the hallmarks of this attractive, bal-
anced wine. It is a perfumed wine, floral and with 
a streak of tight acidity as a contrast. Drink now. 
Prestige Beverage Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

87 Joseph Perrier NV Cuvée Royale Brut (Cham-
pagne). The nonvintage blend from this 

venerable producer is as balanced as all its Cham-
pagnes. It steers a fine course between acidity and 
crispness and a softer riper dosage. Blended with 
equal parts of all three main Champagne grapes, it 
is ready to drink. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

87 Louis Chalvon NV Grande Réserve Brut 
(Champagne). An ebullient mousse gives this 

wine a creamy texture. The wine, which is soft and 
rounded, is cut with acidity to give a crisp edge to 
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the fruitiness. With its relatively high dosage, this is 
probably best as an apéritif. BPW Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $46 

87 Marie Copinet NV Brut Extra Quality (Cham-
pagne). This wine, blending one-third 

each of the three main Champagne grapes, is crisp, 
although with a dosage that gives it a soft edge. Full 
of ripe apple and warm melon fruit, it has acidity as 
well as a gentle texture. The wine is balanced and 
ready to drink. Chloe Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

87 Nicolas Feuillatte NV Brut (Champagne). 
This soft wine is yeasty with a strong bubbly 

mousse. It is balanced, moving towards the sweet 
end of Brut although with plenty of apple acidity 
to keep it crisp. Drink the wine now. Ste. Michelle 
Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $36 

86 Gyéjacquot Frères NV Collection Brut (Cham-
pagne). A fruity blend of Pinot Noir and 

Pinot Blanc, this is soft, creamy and balanced with 
acidity. The relatively high dosage gives the wine a 
gentle aftertaste. Drink now. Holiday Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $46 

BRUT ROSÉ

96 Louis Roederer 2008 Cristal Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). Interestingly released after 

the softer 2009 version of this wine, this 2008 
vintage is beautifully balanced between crisp fruit 
and ripe maturity. With its red fruits still in place, 
it also has a toasty yeasty edge that is sophisticated 
and enticing. It is a superb wine, delicious to drink 
now although because of the quality of the vintage 
it will age for many more years, certainly into the 
2020s. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $600 

94 Louis Roederer 2012 Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). This mature generous wine is per-

fectly ready to drink. Its red fruits are now balanced 
by a toasty character as well as ripe acidity and a 
touch of tannin. This is a very fine wine, balanced 
and rich. Drink now. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

94 Perrier Jouët 2006 Belle Epoque Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). This pale-colored wine with 

its crushed raspberry perfume, is now reaching its 
peak. It is rich with a dosage that gives it a soft char-
acter without losing any of the crisp fruit. The wine 
is balanced, hinting at toast while still tangy and 
tight. Drink this delicious wine now. Pernod Ricard. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $250 

92 Henriet-Bazin NV Rosé Grand Cru Brut (Cham-
pagne). This deep-pink-colored wine has 

ripe red-berry flavors and swathes of acidity and a 
touch of tannin. The fruit for the wine comes from 
grand cru vineyards on the Montagne de Reims,  
gives the wine depth, richness and concentration. 
This is a fine wine, ripe and ready to drink. Charles 
Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $73 

92 Lanson NV Noble Cuvée Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). This fine dry style of rosé with its 

crisp red-currant fruits is typical of the Lanson 
style. It is tangy, zesty and with a mineral texture 
from the high percentage (62%) of Chardonnay in 
the blend. The wine comes only from Grand Cru 
vineyards. It is stylish and with intense acidity at 
the end. Lanson International Americas Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $130 

91 Lanson NV Rose Label Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). The beautifully judged pale-orange-

pink color of this delicious wine is a sign of the 
balance in the glass. It is crisp and towards the dry 
end of Brut, typical of the Lanson style. There is fine 
acidity and a crisp texture from the Chardonnay in 
the blend. Hints of red fruits come through along 
with a touch of tannin. The wine is ready to drink. 
Lanson International Americas Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91 Le Brun de Neuville NV Authentique Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). With a high percentage (67%) 

of Chardonnay in the blend, this is a crisp and steely 
wine. It has a fine elegant balance between acidity 
and the texture, giving delicious red fruits their 
place. The wine is definitely more of a food Cham-
pagne. Drink now. Holiday Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

91 Le Brun de Neuville NV Lady de N. Cuvée Rosé 
Brut (Champagne). This is a crisp, 90% 

Pinot Noir-based wine with a light tannic edge from 
the red wine used to give color. It also has ripe red-
berry fruits as well as acidity giving it dryness. It is 
fruity, steely and ready to drink. Holiday Beverage. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $85 

91 Mailly Grand Cru NV Rosé de Mailly Brut 
(Champagne). Crisp, dry, and packed with 

red currants, this mineral-textured wine is ripe 
while also intensely crisp. Its acidity and taut char-
acter are delicious, refreshing and well in balance. 
The creamy mousse and lively aftertaste add to the 
brightness of the wine. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

90 Billecart-Salmon NV Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). With its ripe texture and delicious 

red-fruit flavor, this wine has a tangy mineral edge 
and a fine balance. It offers softness (because of that 
balance) that veers towards dry. It is a fine apéritif 
style, rich and ready to drink. Billecart Salmon USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

90 Eric Taillet NV Luminosi’t Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). Crisp and dry, this is a delicious 

and fruity Champagne. Red fruits go with citrus 
and bright acidity to create a textured wine that is 
full both of fruit and minerality. It is a great apéritif 
style. Roadhouse Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

90 G. H. Mumm NV Brut Le Rosé (Champagne). 
A finely balanced wine, this is ripe with red 

fruits and also shot through with acidity and a crisp 
texture. Together they make for a refreshing, fruity 
wine. The current release also seems to have just the 
right bottle age. Drink now. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

90 G. H. Mumm NV RSRV Maison Mumm Rosé 
Foujita Brut (Champagne). An attractively 

mature Champagne after bottle aging, this is ripe, 
smooth and with a touch of toastiness. Its acidity 
and hints of red fruits are in balance with the rela-
tively high dosage, leaving a soft aftertaste. Drink 
now. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

90 Jean de la Fontaine NV La Flatteuse Brut 
Rosé (Champagne). With up to seven years’ 

bottle aging, this is at a fine point between crisp-
ness and a fuller, more mature style. It is ripe with 
red fruits, cut with acidity and a hint of toastiness. 
Drink now. WD Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

90 Petit & Bajan NV Nymphéa Brut Rosé Grand 
Cru (Champagne). The wine has a lively 

mousse along with crisp acidity. Unusually for a 
rosé, the blend is 90% Chardonnay, the color com-
ing from the addition of red wine (normal in Cham-
pagne). It shows some maturity with a hint of toasti-
ness as well as a soft aftertaste on the sweet side of 
Brut. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

89 Canard-Duchêne NV Charles VII Grande 
Cuvée de la Rose Brut Rosé (Champagne). In 

the house style of this producer this wine is soft and 
fruity. Its strawberry aroma is followed by a gentle, 
ripe wine with red berries and balanced acidity. The 
wine is ready to drink. Thiénot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

89 Henri Abelé NV Brut Rosé (Champagne). 
Pale, almost Provence rosé in color, this 

fruity soft wine is delicious and attractively bal-
anced. Red currant and raspberry fruits give it a 
crisp character as well as acidity. There is a fine, 
tangy aftertaste. Drink now. Calvert Woodley Fine 
Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

89 J. Dumangin Fils NV Le Rosé Premier Cru Brut 
(Champagne). The wine is all fruit: red ber-

ries and red currants bursting from the glass. The 
red wine used to give color has added an edge of tan-
nic texture to the ripe fruitiness. In the house style 
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of this producer, the wine is dry and crisp at the end. 
Drink now. Père Jacques Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $58 

89 Legras & Haas NV Rosé Brut (Champagne). 
Red-currant aromas indicate this is a crisp 

style of rosé. Its red fruits are shot through with 
acidity and with a taut mineral texture. It is fruity 
but with a zesty tangy character that contrasts with 
the fruit. Drink now. Integrity Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $53 

89 Moët & Chandon NV Rosé Impérial Cham-
pagne Blend (Champagne). Drier than it 

used to be—and better for it—this fruity rosé is 
crisp and bright. It has a fine tangy character that 
gives lift as well as a bite of acidity. There is a lightly 
yeasty aftertaste which adds some complexity. 
Drink now. Moët Hennessy USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

88 Bertrand-Delespierre NV Rosé de Saignée 
Premier Cru Brut (Champagne). As is often 

the case when a rosé has been made taking the color 
from the skins rather than the more usual addition 
of red wine, this perfumed Champagne is dark col-
ored—very pink. The fruit of this dry wine gives a 
red-currant flavor, with lively acidity and a crisp, 
tang aftertaste. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $54 

88 Boizel NV Rosé Brut (Champagne). Balanced 
and fruity with its hints of red fruits, this is 

a light wine. The dominance of the two Pinot grapes 
gives it a slight texture and tannic edge although 
this is smoothed out by the soft finish from the rel-
atively high dosage. Ready to drink now. Palm Bay 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

88 Joseph Perrier NV Cuvée Royale Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). This is a balanced wine, with 

red-fruit aromas and a soft raspberry and red-cur-
rant-flavored palate. It is ripe, creamy with just the 
right tang of acidity. Drink now. Baron Francois Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

88 Le Brun de Neuville NV Tendre Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). This is a crisp and dry 

Champagne. Its attractive red fruits are linked to the 
acidity and tight texture to give a linear wine that 
is refreshing and has a bright aftertaste. Drink now. 
Holiday Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

88 Marie Copinet NV Caractère Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). This is a structured style of 

rosé with a tannic edge as well as red-currant fla-
vors. It is fruity, dry and with fine refreshing acidity 
to finish this fragrant wine. Drink now. Chloe Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $43 

88 Taittinger NV Prestige Rosé Brut (Cham-
pagne). A lively mousse gives this wine 

an immediately ebullient character. Add to that 
the soft raspberry flavors, and the wine is a real 
charmer. Fruity and ripe, it is balanced with just the 
right acidity to support the fine fruitiness. Drink 
now. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

88 Vollereaux NV Brut Rosé de Saignée (Cham-
pagne). Made with skins to add color, this 

dark-orange-pink wine has fine red-berry aromas. It 
is dry and crisp with lively acidity as well as red-cur-
rant flavors. Drink this attractive wine now. Esprit 
du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

87 A.R. Lenoble   NV Terroirs Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). With some attractive bottle age, this 

pale rosé is warm and rich. Spice contrasts with 
crisp red fruits and acidity. The wine is ready to 
drink. Lauber Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $59 

87 Chanoine NV Tsarine Rosé Brut (Champagne). 
This is a soft red-fruit and apple flavored 

wine. Along with its creamy mousse and refreshing 
acidity, it also has a crisp texture and bright after-
taste. This is a fine apéritif style. Drink now. Deutsch 
Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

87 Claude Baron NV Cuvée Perle Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). With grapes coming from the 

Marne Valley, this wine is rich with ripe grapes. At 
the same time, it has a balance with an acidity and 
soft aftertaste that makes it immediately drinkable. 
Compass Wines & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

87 Faniel et Fils NV Pérlane Rosé Brut (Cham-
pagne). Bright and crisp with an edge of tan-

nins and plenty of red-currant fruitiness, this is an 
attractive wine. It is perfumed with a mineral edge 
and lively acidity. Drink now. Potomac Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $48 

87 Forget-Brimont NV Brut Rosé Premier Cru 
(Champagne). A blend of 80% of the two red 

Pinot grapes and 20% Chardonnay, this is lightly 
tannic and structured. At the same time, the red-
berry fruits shine through to produce a wine that is 
dry, crisp and attractively fruity. Ready to drink now. 
HB Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

87 Gyéjacquot Frères NV Collection Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). This is a fat style of rosé, 

bringing out ripe strawberries and diminishing the 
acidity. That makes it attractive as an apéritif style. 
It is fruity and soft with a smooth aftertaste. Holiday 
Beverage. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $46 

87 Jean Laurent NV Brut Rosé (Champagne). 
This pale-colored rosé comes from a producer 

based in the Aube region. The wine is smooth, rasp-
berry flavored and with a light tang of acidity. The 
wine is fruity, with a strong sense of the structure 
and flavor of the wine used to give color. Drink now. 
Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $54 

87 Nicolas Feuillatte NV Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). This wine is soft and on the sweet 

end of the Brut spectrum. It is packed with red fruits, 
but its light on the acidity and finishes with a gentle 
ripe aftertaste. It would be delicious as an apéritif 
Champagne. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $53 

85 Lombard et Cie NV Brut Rosé Premier Cru 
(Champagne). Although the label says Brut, 

in fact this is a very dry rosé. It has a bitter edge 
that is off-putting and it seems to have lost the 
fruit along with way. The wine also has weight with 
a tannic aftertaste—a strange beast. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

OTHER CHAMPAGNE

88 Taittinger NV Nocturne City Lights Demi-Sec 
(Champagne). Only just off dry, this finely 

balanced wine is tangy, zesty and rich. Its white-
fruit flavors and touch of zingy lime are infectious 
and immediately attractive. Enjoy this stylish wine 
with Asian food. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $84 

88 Taittinger NV Nocturne City Lights Rosé Demi-
Sec (Champagne). This is one of a pair of 

premium off-dry Champagnes that are distinctive 
and bold. There is a tannic edge to this wine as well 
as plenty of red fruitiness and acidity. Because it is 
only just off dry, it will make a great pairing with 
savory spicy dishes. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $97 

87 Bertrand-Delespierre NV Elixir Dix Vins Pre-
mier Cru Demi-Sec (Champagne). This off-

dry wine with its ripe apple and apricot fruitiness 
is soft and smooth. From the creamy mousse to the 
gentle acidity, it is rounded with a touch of spice at 
the end. Drink now with pâtés or blue cheese. Hand 
Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $56 

87 Chanoine NV Tsarine Demi-Sec (Champagne). 
The wine, with its floral aromas, walks a fine 

line between acidity and crispness and a softer off-
dry character. There is a touch of honey and of melon 
as well as a tangy citrus character. Drink this fruity 
wine now. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

87 Collet NV Rosé Dry Collection Privée (Cham-
pagne). This is a soft slightly sweet wine (dry 
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in Champagne means sweeter than Brut) with red-
berry fruits and balanced acidity. It has a ripe full 
rich aftertaste. Drink now. Old Bridge Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

87 Mailly Grand Cru NV Délice Demi-Sec (Cham-
pagne). Just off dry, the wine has retained 

crisp acidity as well as ripe apple and spice flavors. 
It is a rounded wine, rich with a touch of almonds 
as well as pear and a final tang of acidity. Drink now. 
Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $47 

LOIRE VALLEY
MUSCADET SÈVRE ET MAINE

93 Lieubeau 2012 Château-Thébaud (Muscadet 
Sèvre et Maine). From the cru village of Châ-

teau Thébaud, this wine with its five years of aging 
has reached a happy peak maturity. Perfumed and 
rounded, its fruit has changed into almonds and 
spice while keeping a strongly mineral texture. It 
is a fine wine that is ready to drink now. European 
Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

92 Les Frères Couillaud 2016 Château de la 
Ragotière Sélection Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie 

(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). For full review see page 
10. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

92 Lieubeau 2014 Clisson (Muscadet Sèvre et 
Maine). Almond and light toast aromas 

show the ripeness of this. On the palate, with melon 
and ripe kiwi flavors, the wine has an excellent bal-
ance between a strongly mineral texture and juicy 
fruitiness. It is a ripe wine that is ready to drink. 
European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

92 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2013 Château 
de la Gravelle Gorges (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). Produced in one of new crus villages of Mus-
cadet, this is a deliciously ripe rounded wine. Those 
four years of aging have filled the wine out, given its 
ripe tropical fruit a chance to come forward. The 
spice and pepper at the back add complexity to this 
fine wine. Drink now. Barrique Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

92 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2012 Gorges 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Gorges is one of 

the recently created village crus or village appella-
tions in Muscadet. The wine has richness and a dense 
character not always found in Muscadets. While it 
has some age, which has softened the intense fruit, 
it is still crisp, fruity and ripe with apple, lime and 
spice. Drink now. Peter Warren Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

92 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2010 Château 
du Coing de Saint-Fiacre L’Ancestrale (Mus-

cadet Sèvre et Maine). This beautiful apricot and 
melon-flavored wine is still so fruity. It shows no 
sign of its seven years’ aging, still keeping a fresh 
crisp character. There is just this extra depth and 
richness that brings in almond, spice and a touch 
of toastiness. Drink this very fine wine now. Encore 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

91 Domaine des Tilleuls 2016 Les Quatre Chan-
teaux Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre 

et Maine). It’s the old vines that are behind the con-
centration of this wine. It is rich, tight and dry with 
a really crisp texture and strong minerality. The 
acidity and the great lemon and grapefruit flavors 
are delicious and refreshing. Give this wine another 
few months for the best effect and drink from 2018. 
Bordeaux Tradition. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

91 Domaine du Colombier 2012 Mouzillon-Til-
lières (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Producer 

Jean-Yves Bretaudeau enjoys showing how well 
Muscadet can age. In this cuvée, now five years 
old, all the signs of freshness are still there, just 
that they are given an edge of nuttiness as well as 
spice. The wine is impressive, crisp and also full of 
character. Drink now. Steep Hill Importing. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Les Frères Couillaud 2015 Château de la 
Ragotière Cuvée Amélie Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). For full review see page 13. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

91 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2014 Château du 
Coing de Saint-Fiacre Comte de Saint-Hubert 

Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 
Creamed apple aromas shine out of this intensely 
fruity wine. With its ripe pear and melon flavors 
and the concentration from the old vines, the wine 
is rich while keeping plenty of acidity in reserve. Its 
fruit is still young, still perfumed. The wine is ready 
to drink. Encore Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

91 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2013 Monnières 
Saint Fiacre (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This 

mature Muscadet is one that is in peak condition. 
In losing its youthful acidity, it has gained a depth 
of flavor and ripe apple and pear fruits that give it 
intensity as well as a strongly perfumed character. 
Drink this wine now. Wineberry America LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Domaine de la Foliette 2014 Tradition Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Vinified in 

wood, this wine is rich with swathes of ripe lemon 
and green-plum flavors. Balanced between great 
fruit and a mineral pepper character, the wine is 
both refreshing and textured. It is ready to drink. 
DM Vineyards & Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

90 Domaine Salmon 2016 Vieilles Vignes Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). There are old 

vines behind this wine with its pepper aroma and 
its concentrated full ripe fruitiness. Crisp while also 
full bodied, this has intense white fruit and citrus 
flavors. It is a rich wine that will be ready to drink 
from 2018. CBL Wine Company. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Lieubeau 2016 Domaine de la Fruitière 
Gneiss de Bel Abord Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). From gneiss base rock that is simi-
lar to granite, this tight, taut and mineral wine is 
intensely crisp, dominated by acidity and by bright 
citrus flavors. It comes from a vineyard that is being 
converted to organic farming. The wine is young and 
will be ready to drink from 2018. European Cellars. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

90 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2016 Clos de la 
Motte Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

This is ripe concentrated Muscadet. Plenty of acid-
ity keeps it tight and nervy while the citrus and 
young green-apple fruits are right up front. It has 
the weight and depth to age and this wine will be 
better from late 2018. Peter Warren Selections. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

89 Domaine Salmon 2016 Grande Réserve Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This is a 

floral wine with white-flower aromas and intense 
acidity. That acidity lifts the lime and grapefruit 
flavors and gives a tight texture to the wine. At the 
end, the wine is rich and concentrated. Drink now. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Guilbaud Frères 2016 Clos de Beauregard 
Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). This is a soft and creamy-textured wine. Its 
crisp apple aromas bring out the bright character as 
well as the ripe lemon and green-plum fruitiness. 
It is floral, stylish and ready to drink. The House of 
Burgundy. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

89 Les Frères Couillaud 2014 Château de la 
Ragotière Vallet (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

This is a beautifully fruity wine with great acidity and 
citrus flavors contrasting with ripe apple and melon 
fruitiness. The wine is cool, crisp, full of juicy acidity, 
and ready to drink now. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

89 Pierre-Luc Bouchaud 2016 Le Perd son Pain 
Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This 

warm, ripe wine, with its balance between creamed 
quince and lemon acidity, is immediately attractive 
with its fruitiness, its touch of minerality and its 
final bright acidity. Drink now. Serge Doré Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 
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89 Sauvion 2016 Château du Cléray Haute Cul-
ture Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). The 

original home of the Sauvion family, this estate has 
produced a ripe generous style of wine with fresh 
fragrant aromas. It has a soft texture with green-
apple fruits right up front. Drink this ripe crisp wine 
now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2016 Grand Fief 
de la Cormeraie Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). Tropical fruit aromas and melon and apri-
cot fruit on the palate give this wine a ripe charac-
ter. It is spicy, full of ripe fruit with a background of 
acidity. With a tight edge showing the youth of the 
wine, it will be better to drink from 2018. Barrique 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2016 Les Greniers 
du Moulin Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

This is a wine of great intensity. Its tight texture and 
citrus fruits work hard to produce a strongly floral 
wine that has a steely character. It certainly needs 
some age, so drink from 2019. Wineberry America 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Domaine Martin 2016 Les Trois Versants Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Lightly aro-

matic, this ripe full wine is beautifully balanced, 
poised between crisp citrus acidity and ripe apple 
and pear flavors. It is zingy, textured and delicious 
to drink now. Bertrand’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Pierre-Luc Bouchaud 2016 Pont Caffino Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This per-

fumed ripe wine is full of delicious fruit. Its fine 
apple and pear flavors are cut with pink grapefruit 
to give an intensely textured wine, refreshing, crisp 
and ready to drink. Charles Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2016 Château 
du Coing de Saint-Fiacre Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). The pepper and citrus aromas of 
this crisp wine are followed through on to a palate 
of quince, apple and lemon fruit. A dash of pepper 
goes right through the wine giving a spicy edge to the 
fruitiness. Drink this wine now, or wait until it will 
be better at the end of 2018. Encore Wine Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

88 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2016 Le Fresnay 
Grande Réserve Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). This is a soft wine with young apple and 
creamy pear flavors. Its acidity and tangy texture are 
behind the smooth surface, although taste further 
back. There is plenty of acidity. Drink this fruity 
wine now. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Domaine de la Foliette 2016 Vieilles Vignes 
Clos de la Fontaine Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 

Maine). A selection from 55-year-old vines, this is 
soft, with plenty of juicy acidity to add balance. It is 
a rounded fruity wine, full of lemon and grapefruit 
flavors that are spiced with pepper. Drink this light, 
bright wine now. DM Vineyards & Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

87 Domaine des Tilleuls 2016 Essentielle Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This is a 

soft wine although one with a tangy backdrop that 
makes it both smooth and crisp. Its citrus fruitiness 
has a touch of pepper as well as minerality. The ele-
ments have come together into a bright tangy wine 
to drink now. Bordeaux Tradition. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Domaine Salmon 2016 Réserve du Fief Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This is a light 

wine, full of citrus and crisp green-apple flavors. 
Behind this fruitiness, there is a creamy texture 
as well as intense tight acidity. The wine is bright, 
delicious to drink young. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2016 Château de 
la Gravelle Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

This fruity wine is ripe with crisp red apples. It has 
acidity as well as a touch of pepper, although the 
main thrust of the wine is the rich fruitiness and 
rounded texture at the end. Drink now. AP Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

86 Domaine du Colombier 2016 Sur Lie (Musca-
det Sèvre et Maine). Crisp lemon aromas fol-

low through to an equally crisp wine. It has a touch 
of pepper as well as citrus and green-plum fruits. The 
acidity and the tangy texture are given weight by the 
lees aging. Drink now. Steep Hill Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

86 Domaine Martin 2016 Le Perd son Pain Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This light 

crisp wine with its yeasty citrus aromas is juicy, 
fruity and with fine acidity. Its citrus fruits and 
touch of pepper have been filled out with the lees 
aging. The wine is ripe and ready now. Bertrand’s 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

86 Pierre-Luc Bouchaud 2016 Sur Lie (Musca-
det Sèvre et Maine). This is a spicy peppery 

wine, its acidity tempered by the tangy texture and 
bitter almond flavors. Drink this attractive wine 
now. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

85 Les Vignerons du Pallet 2015 Château des 
Templiers (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This is 

a crisp and tangy wine. Its citrus fruit and mineral 
texture give it a bright tight character. It is packed 

with acidity and with refreshing juicy lime. Drink 
now. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

85 Sauvion 2016 Loire Valley (Muscadet Sèvre 
et Maine). This is a soft and fruity wine, 

ripe with apple flavors and cut with a lightly min-
eral texture. The wine is bright, crisp and fruity, and 
ready to drink now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

84 Les Vignerons du Pallet 2015 La Marinière 
Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Light, 

bright and crisp, this is a tangy wine. Its floral aroma 
and its juicy tropical fruits are both part of a wine 
that has been made to be drunk young, fruity and 
easily. Drink now. American Northwest Distributors 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

MUSCADET  
CÔTES DE GRANDLIEU

90 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2016 Pavillon Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Côtes de Grandlieu). From 

40-year-old vines in a single vineyard, this rich wine 
is dense, aromatic and packed with concentrated 
fruit. Its citrus and crisp texture is balanced by the 
ripe green-plum and apple flavors. Drink this fine 
wine now. Polaner Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

88 La Berrière 2016 Sur Lie (Muscadet Côtes de 
Grandlieu). This is a fruity wine, gentle with 

its white fruits and citrus flavors. It has just a touch 
of minerality from the granite soil that brings out 
acidity and a tangy aftertaste. Drink this refreshing 
wine now. David Milligan Selections. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

87 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2016 Sur Lie (Mus-
cadet Côtes de Grandlieu). This soft wine 

is gentle, rounded and immediately accessible. Its 
lightly crisp acidity shows in the lemon fruitiness 
and in a zingy texture. The wine is ready to drink. 
Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Château la Forchetière 2015 Sur Lie (Mus-
cadet Côtes de Grandlieu). A ripe, aromatic 

and fruity wine, this is soft with lime and pink-
grapefruit flavors. It is light, bright and ready to 
drink. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

VOUVRAY

95 Domaine Vincent Carême 2015 Le Clos (Vou-
vray). From an organic parcel of vines, this 

floral and honey-flavored wine is superbly rich. The 
12 months in wood adds spice and a touch of toast as 
well as giving the wine a delicious oxidative edge. It 
is an opulent wine, hinting at honey, with ripe melon 
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and quince flavors. Drink this impressive wine from 
2021. Cape Classics. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

93 Domaine Vincent Carême 2015 Le Peu Morier 
(Vouvray). From one of the top of the new 

generation of Vouvray estates, this wine is a deli-
cious medley of fruit flavors. With a touch of honey 
to go with the apple, and citrus to give extra fresh-
ness, this is a beautiful wine. It is very drinkable 
although still so young. Drink now if you can’t wait, 
but it’s better to hold on until 2021. Cape Classics. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Domaine la Croix des Vainqueurs 2016 Le 
Bouchet Sec (Vouvray). Aged in wood and 

certainly dry, this creamed apple wine is ripe, hint-
ing at toast from wood aging and with a fine mineral 
texture. Finely balanced, it is rich while still poised, 
cut with acidity and lime-juice flavor. Drink now 
for the fruitiness or wait until 2020. Misa Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

92 Domaine Vincent Carême 2015 Sec (Vou-
vray). White peach aromas and powerful 

fruitiness give this wine great intensity. It is bone 
dry while rich, full of quince, pear and peach fruits. 
There is an extra richness from the edge of wood 
aging. The wine is still young and should not be 
drunk before 2020. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Domaine la Croix des Vainqueurs 2016 Le 
Bouchet Demi-Sec (Vouvray). Medium 

sweet, this wine brings out the fine honeyed char-
acter of ripe Chenin Blanc. That is balanced against 
the crisp golden-plum fruit that gives the wine 
bright acidity. This is a lightly wood-aged wine and 
that has helped to round the aftertaste. Drink now. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Château Moncontour 2016 Demi-Sec (Vou-
vray). From old vines, up to 45-years-old, 

the wine is attractively off dry, retaining plenty 
of acidity as well as gaining touches of honey and 
creamed apples. The wine is light while deliciously 
fruity. Drink from mid 2018. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

88 Domaine Vincent Carême 2015 Spring 
(Vouvray). The touches of wood aging are 

apparent in the almond and toasty edge to this per-
fumed wine. Quince and apricot fruit show strongly 
through the tight dry texture and minerality. It’s a 
wine made to be drunk young with great fruit. Drink 
now. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Château Moncontour 2016 Sec (Vouvray). 
This wine is marked as sec (dry) and it 

is certainly that. The acidity is intense, cutting 
through the apple fruits and almond flavors. The 

wine obviously needs to soften and mature for a few 
months, so drink from 2018. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Bougrier 2016 Cuvée V Vieilles Vignes 
Grande Réserve (Vouvray). A wine that is 

moving towards sweet, this is balanced and attrac-
tive. Honey and acidity frame the melon and ripe 
creamed apple fruits. With a touch of spice at the 
end, the wine is ready to drink. Saranty Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

85 Collegiale des Domaines de Loire 2015 Les 
Bois de Vaux Sec (Vouvray). This crisp wine 

with light citrus, toast and spice flavors is open and 
fruity. Behind the apple and pear flavors there are 
almonds, pepper and tangy acidity. Drink this wine 
now. Golden Ram Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

TOURAINE

90 Henry Marionnet 2016 Vignes Françaises 
Sauvignon Blanc (Touraine). This wine 

comes from ungrafted vines, planted in 2000, a 
rare phenomenon because of phylloxera. It may be 
because of that origin, that the wine has its own 
creamy intensity or it may just be a fine wine any-
way. It is rich and full of creamed apples and finely 
balanced acidity. Drink now. Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Henry Marionnet 2016 Domaine de la 
Charmoise Sauvignon (Touraine). Rich 

and creamy, this is a delicious, ripe, and full style 
of Sauvignon. It has a light vanilla edge from its 
creamy texture as well as intense green-fruit acid-
ity. The wine is concentrated and will be better to 
drink from 2018. Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Saget la Perrière 2016 Domaine des Grandes 
Esperances Le Roi Soleil (Touraine). From 

a single parcel of old vines, this melon and kiwi-
flavored wine has both a round texture and a line 
of crisp acidity. It is full of ripe fruit, concentrated 
and brimming with tangy orange acidity at the end. 
Drink this rich wine from 2018. Yountville Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 La Confrérie de Oisly et Thésée 2016 Château 
de Vallagon (Touraine). Aromas of melon and 

mango give a good indication of this tropical-fruit-
flavored wine. Its acidity and light herbal character 
are just foils to this bold forward fruitiness. It is an 
intense wine ready to drink. Baystate Wine & Spirits. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Saget la Perrière 2016 La Java des Grandes 
Esperances (Touraine). Tropical fruit aromas 

show up on the ripe fruity palate of this wine. With 

pineapple and mango, it is in the tropical spectrum 
of Sauvignon Blanc. The acidity is just right to keep 
the crisp texture in place. Drink now. Yountville 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Collegiale des Domaines de Loire 2016 
Domaine Desloges (Touraine). The tropical-

fruit aromas set the scene for this ripe apricot and 
peach-flavored wine. The palate shows rich fruiti-
ness contrasted by a green, herbal edge. Drink now. 
Golden Ram Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 La Confrérie de Oisly et Thésée 2016 Les 
Gourmets Sauvignon (Touraine). This is an 

up-front fruity wine with tangy acidity and a crisp 
texture. It is still young, still almost raw in its charac-
ter and needs a few months to calm down. But it will 
be an attractive zesty wine full of fruit. Drink from 
2018. Grape Expectations (CA). Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

86 La Confrérie de Oisly et Thésée 2015 Les 
Gourmets Sauvignon (Touraine). This soft, 

although food friendly wine has a creamy charac-
ter and touch of vanilla. The ripe melon and apricot 
fruit are balanced with the acidity and the warm 
texture. This is an enticing ripe wine that is ready 
to drink. Grape Expectations (CA). Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Marquis de Goulaine 2016 Les Landelles 
(Touraine). With its crisp red-currant fruits 

and strongly herbal character, this is a ripe wine with 
intense acidity. It is crisply textured and concen-
trated. Drink now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Bougrier 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Touraine). 
The herbal side of Touraine shows strongly 

here. The wine has richness as well as green fruits 
and gooseberries. Its acidity is dominant, tangy and 
full in the mouth. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Lacheteau 2016 Domaine Trotignon Sauvi-
gnon (Touraine). This light soft wine is crisp 

and clean. It moves into the tropical-fruit spectrum 
of Sauvignon with its ripe mango and peach flavors. 
There is a fine tang of acidity to this easygoing wine. 
Drink now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

85 Marcel Martin 2016 La Perclaire Sauvignon 
(Touraine). This floral wine is bright, crisp 

and zesty. It has the herbal character that is the mark 
of Touraine Sauvignon—ripe while also intensely 
green and tight. Drink this wine now. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

84 Albert Besombes 2016 Vallée des Rois (Tou-
raine). The wine has bitterness from the 

intense acidity and herbal character. That shows its 
youth and this intensity will calm down as the ripe 
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fruit softens. It will be a perfumed wine with a softer 
texture from spring 2018. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

84 Remy-Pannier 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Tou-
raine). This is a lightly herbal wine with 

crisp citrus and a tight texture. The wine with its 
mineral edge and chewy green-fruit flavor is dry, 
packed with acidity and ready to drink. Palm Bay 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

SANCERRE

93 Domaine Gérard Fiou 2015 Le Grand Roc 
(Sancerre). Still young, this rich, lightly 

honeyed and intensely ripe wine is beautifully 
structured. It has swathes of apricot, citrus and 
gooseberry fruits as well as a dense concentrated 
texture. The wine is certainly in need of aging. Drink 
from 2019. David Bowler Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Domaine Roger & Christophe Moreux 2016 
Les Monts Damnés (Sancerre). From one of 

the most famous vineyard slopes in Sancerre, the 
wine is tight, structured and still young. It has 
great potential with rich citrus, herbs and green 
fruit flavors. Along with the tense, mineral texture, 
the wine has both concentration and aging ability. 
Drink from 2019. Michael Corso Selections. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

91 Domaine Roger & Christophe Moreux 2016 Les 
Bouffants (Sancerre). The wine is ripe, soft 

and generous. It has a fine balance between spice and 
rich white and green fruits. Lightly structured with a 
herbal edge and with pepper, it is still young. Drink 
this fine wine from 2018 Michael Corso Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

90 Domaine Gérard Fiou 2016 Terroir Silex 
(Sancerre). Intense and crisp, this wine 

with its herbal and gooseberry flavors is rich and 
full bodied. Spicy, with a mineral texture and 
youthful acidity, the wine is complex and will need 
to age another few months. Drink from late 2018. 
David Bowler Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

90 Michel Vattan 2016 Cuvée Calcaire 
(Sancerre). Grown on the chalk soil, this 

fine wine has picked up saltiness and minerality to 
create its tight texture. It is also floral with plenty of 
white fruits and a light herbal character. The wine 
will need to age, so drink from 2018. USA Wine 
West. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Collegiale des Domaines de Loire 2016 
Domaine Pascal Balland (Sancerre). A gen-

erous and ripe wine, this is rich with citrus, apple 

along with hints of tropical fruits. The mineral tex-
ture gives the wine its shape and brings out the 
full-throated fruitiness. It is a wine to age for a few 
months, so drink from 2018. Golden Ram Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

88 Michel Vattan 2016 Cuvée Argile (Sancerre). 
Vattan’s style is for a creamy textured wine. 

Balanced with its ripe acidity, the wine has weight 
and richness, given by the clay soil. The wine has 
plenty of delicious apple and lime flavors, finishing 
with a great burst of lemon zest. Drink now. Bandol 
Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Sauvion 2016 Loire Valley (Sancerre). 
Green-fruit aromas and intense, tangy fruit 

define this wine. It is strongly herbal, bringing out a 
zesty character that is right up front. It is probably a 
few months away from being ready to drink, so wait 
until summer 2018. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

87 Xavier Flouret 2016 French Blonde 
(Sancerre). Produced at Domaine la Gemière 

in Sancerre, this ripe full-fruited wine is perfect to 
drink young. Packed with citrus fruits with a strong 
mineral edge, the wine is rich and floral. Drink now. 
Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

POUILLY-FUMÉ

94 Château de Tracy 2014 101 Rangs (Pouilly-
Fumé). From old vines grown on flinty soil, 

this is the top wine from this major estate. Its inten-
sity and sophistication are immediately obvious, 
with ripe tropical fruit giving way to a spicy, pep-
pery character. However, it is still young and should 
not be drunk before 2020. Martin Scott Wines. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 

93 Château de Tracy 2014 Haute Densité (Pouilly-
Fumé). This wine comes from a parcel that is 

planted at a superhigh density of nearly 7,000 plants 
per acre. This gives the plants greater competition 
between each other and encourages concentration 
of the wine. That is true in this rich wine with its 
impeccable balance between white fruit and mineral 
texture from the chalk soil. The wine will age, so 
drink from 2020. Martin Scott Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

92 Château de Tracy 2016 Pouilly-Fumé. This is 
the estate wine from this property, owned 

by the same family for 600 years. It is a rich wine, 
one that needs to age with its intense green and cit-
rus fruits, a mineral texture and a touch of saltiness 
at the end. Drink this wine from 2018. Martin Scott 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Château de Tracy 2016 Madamoiselle de T 
(Pouilly-Fumé). This attractive herbal and 

spicy wine is the entry-level wine at this showcase 
estate. The wine is rich, generous with a charac-
ter that reveals both crisp fruit and ripeness. That 
makes it rich and very drinkable young. Martin 
Scott Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

VAL DE LOIRE

88 Véronique Günther-Chereau 2015 Le Fresnay 
Grande Réserve Chardonnay (Val de Loire). 

This pale-yellow-colored wine has apple aromas 
and delicious crisp acidity. It is a strongly textured 
wine with minerality as well as tangy citrus. The 
acidity and the ripe fruit balance well. Drink the 
wine now. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Domaine du Colombier 2016 Sauvignon Gris 
(Val de Loire). The wine is a typical, highly 

perfumed Sauvignon Gris. It has spicy lychee fla-
vors and balanced acidity that produce a wine full of 
character and style. Poised and fruity, this delicious 
wine is ready to drink. Steep Hill Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Lieubeau 2016 La Fruitière Vignes Blaches 
(Val de Loire). A blend that aromatically is 

dominated by herbal Sauvignon Blanc, this is a crisp 
wine that is fruity, easy and accessible. Its acidity 
and citrus flavors are bright, lively and ready to 
drink. European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Domaine des Tilleuls 2016 Sélection Char-
donnay (Val de Loire). Vanilla and ripe fruit 

aromas and a creamy texture give this wine its 
rounded fruity character. White fruits, caramel and 
light spice all come into play. The wine is ready to 
drink. Bordeaux Tradition. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

86 Domaine du Colombier 2016 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Val de Loire). Based in Anjou, this 

producer has made a specialty of single varietal 
wines. This soft lightly herbal Sauvignon Blanc is 
lively with fruit and acidity. It has a crisp texture, 
apple and lime flavors. The wine is ready to drink. 
Steep Hill Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

86 Domaine du Colombier 2015 Chardonnay 
(Val de Loire). This creamy wine has soft 

fruit flavors and light acidity. It has a touch of spice 
as well as pear and melon fruits. The texture is 
warm, ripe and rounded with just enough acidity at 
the end to keep the wine buoyant. Drink now. Steep 
Hill Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

85 Les Frères Couillaud 2016 Bernier Chardonnay 
(Val de Loire). This crisp, simply fruity wine 
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is light, bright and bursting with lemon and crisp 
apple flavors. It is direct, full of juicy acidity and 
ready to drink. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

85 Lieubeau 2016 La Fruitière Chardonnay (Val 
de Loire). This soft simple Chardonnay is 

all fruit. Ripe pear and melon flavors are the order 
of the day here, giving a rounded wine with just the 
right amount of acidity. Drink now. European Cellars. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

84 Bougrier 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Val de 
Loire). This crisp herbal wine is light and 

fruity. Its acidity, grapefruit and lime flavors and the 
tangy texture create a wine that is clean and ready 
to drink. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

84 Les Frères Couillaud 2016 Bernier Sauvignon 
Blanc (Val de Loire). Very Sauvignon, with 

a strongly herbal character, the wine is crisp, tight 
and with intense acidity. It is all tangy fruit, ready 
to drink. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

OTHER WHITE WINES

89 Domaine Amirault 2015 Les Quarterons 
(Anjou). White wine is rare among produc-

ers in Saint-Nicolas-de-Bourgueil who normally 
concentrate on red wines. However, this wood-aged 
wine from a parcel that is better suited to Chenin 
Blanc, has a fine texture, crisp apples even a touch 
of honey. It should age a little longer, so drink from 
2018. Integrity Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

86 Lieubeau 2016 La Fruitière Folle Blanche 
(Gros Plant du Pays Nantais). Gros Plant 

(also known as Folle Blanche) is the second grape 
of the Pays Nantais region, better know for Musca-
det. The grape produces a wine with intense acidity 
that is crisp, very light and traditionally drunk with 
oysters. It is vibrantly all fruit and ready to drink. 
European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

84 Remy-Pannier 2016 Muscadet. This is a soft 
ripe wine. Its apple and crisp pear fruiti-

ness is right up front, revealing a simple open light 
wine that has a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. Palm 
Bay International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

SAUMUR BRUT

92 Bouvet-Ladubay NV Trésor Brut (Saumur). 
Wood aged during fermentation, this rich 

generous wine is the top cuvée from this major Sau-
mur producer. It is rich with apple and citrus flavors 
backed by a touch of toastiness. The wine is towards 

dry with a touch of spice at the end. Drink this fine 
wine now. Kobrand. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

92 Bouvet-Ladubay 2014 Saphir Brut Vintage 
(Saumur). This attractive young, fruity wine 

is crisp, tangy and with delicious freshness. Its flo-
ral aroma and ripe pear and melon fruitiness give 
it a fine rich balance. With a delicious bright after-
taste the wine is ready to drink. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Bouvet-Ladubay NV Trésor Rosé Brut (Sau-
mur). This soft and creamy wine is rounded 

and with a ripe red-berry character. It is verging on 
off dry, producing a wine that is all fruit with just a 
tang of acidity to give it a lift at the end. Drink now. 
Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

VOUVRAY BRUT

92 Château Moncontour 2015 Cuvée Prédilection 
Brut (Vouvray). The beautiful apple aromas 

lead to a delicious wine. It has honey, creamed apple 
and spice flavors, cut through with acidity as well as 
almonds. The wine is ripe, balancing its crisp tex-
ture with richer fruits. Drink this wine now. USA 
Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

92 Domaine Vincent Carême 2014 Ancestrale 
Brut (Vouvray). Naturally sparkling rather 

than needing any addition of yeast or sugar, this 
fine bone-dry wine has great style, great character. 
Its honey, apple and slight oxidative flavor are all 
part of a wine that is impressively ripe and ready to 
drink. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

88 Domaine la Croix des Vainqueurs 2014 Cuvée 
Premium (Vouvray). This is a spicy wine, its 

fruit merged with toastiness and almond flavors. Fer-
mentation in wood has created a wine that has layers 
of flavors as well as crisp honeyed fruit and acidity. 
The wine is ready to drink. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

87 Domaine Vincent Carême 2014 Cuvée T Brut 
(Vouvray). Although it is dry, this wine with 

its gentle mousse has a light touch of honey to go 
with the ripe pear and cantaloupe flavors. It has a 
crisp edge, lightly toasty, dry and with tight acidity 
at the end. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

CRÉMANT DE LOIRE

91 Domaine Amirault 2016 Amirault (Crémant de 
Loire). A blend that is dominated by Chenin 

Blanc has produced a beautiful lightly honeyed 
wine. Its apple fruitiness and brilliant acidity give it 
great crispness along with an added touch of spice. 

Drink this delicious wine now. Integrity Wines LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

89 Bouvet-Ladubay NV Brut Excellence (Cré-
mant de Loire). The small amount (10%) of 

Chardonnay in this blend has softened and rounded 
the acidity and crisp edge of the majority Chenin 
Blanc. The result is a wine with apple and pear fla-
vors that’s ripe and ready to drink. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Domaine Amirault 2015 Les Quarterons Brut 
(Crémant de Loire). This nutty aromatic 

wine is crisp, tight and with intense acidity. It has 
a mineral edge as well as citrus fruit, grapefruit 
and lemon flavors. The wine is lively, perfumed and 
ready to drink. Integrity Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

ROSÉ D’ANJOU

85 Bougrier 2016 Pure Loire (Rosé d’Anjou). 
Fragrant raspberries are the attraction of 

this ripe medium-sweet and fruity wine. It has acid-
ity and a crisp edge to balance the sugary fruitiness. 
Drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

84 Bougrier 2016 Gamay-Grolleau (Rosé 
d’Anjou). In half-and-half proportions, 

Gamay and the local Loire grape Grolleau combine 
in this medium-sweet rosé. It is crisp, clean with 
red-berry fruits and balanced acidity. It is attrac-
tive and can be consumed as an apéritif. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

83 Sauvion 2016 Loire Valley (Rosé d’Anjou). 
This sweet soft wine is lightly perfumed and 

gentle on the palate. Crushed strawberry flavors have 
just the lightest acidity to keep the wine from being 
cloying. Drink now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $13 

OTHER ROSÉS

85 Bougrier 2016 Pure Loire (Rosé de Loire). 
This dry rosé is perfumed with red-currant 

fruits. On the palate, the theme of crisp red fruits 
continues, with acidity, a touch of pepper and smoki-
ness from the Cabernet Franc in the blend. Drink the 
wine, with its tight acidity at the end, now. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Michel Vattan 2016 Rosé (Sancerre). Pro-
duced from Pinot Noir, this is a particularly 

crisp example of a Sancerre rosé. It has red-currant 
fruitiness along with an edge of tannins. The finish 
is smoothed with caramel. Drink now. USA Wine 
West. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 
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85 Domaine du Colombier 2016 Cabernet Franc 
Rosé (Val de Loire). This is a light fruity 

wine. With its red-currant fruitiness its refreshing 
acidity and soft texture, it’s just right as an apéritif 
wine. It is ready to drink. Steep Hill Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

SAINT-NICOLAS- 
DE-BOURGUEIL

94 Domaine Amirault 2014 Le Val Renou (Saint-
Nicolas-de-Bourgueil). Named after the 

caves where the estate’s wines are aged, this is the 
vineyard’s top wine. Brilliantly rich with firm tan-
nins and a smoky character, the wine is still young 
and will need considerable aging. With its black-
berry fruits, considerable acidity and a firm after-
taste, the wine needs to age until 2021. Integrity 
Wines LLC. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

93 Domaine Amirault 2014 Le Fondis (Saint-
Nicolas-de-Bourgueil). This perfumed and 

floral wine is concentrated and dense. Its ripe 
black-plum and spice flavors are impressive with 
their intensity. Produced from biodynamically 
grown grapes, the wine is showing considerable 
aging potential. Drink this wine from 2020. Integ-
rity Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

92 Domaine Amirault 2015 Le Clos des Quaterons 
Vieilles Vignes (Saint-Nicolas-de-Bourgueil). 

Produced from biodynamically grown grapes in a 
walled vineyard, this wine is superbly focussed. Its 
blackberry fruit, layers of tannins and acidity and 
concentration are all impressive. Rich while still 
keeping crispness, the wine is likely to age well 
over the medium-term. Drink from 2020. Integrity 
Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $31 

91 Domaine Amirault 2015 Les Gravilices (Saint-
Nicolas-de-Bourgueil). Perfumed, with a rich 

texture and smoky flavors this wine has density and 
concentration. Aged for 16 months in large wooden 
barrels, the wine has spice, red-berry fruits and 
young tannins waiting to be aged. Drink from 2019. 
Integrity Wines LLC. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

90 Domaine Amirault 2015 Les Quarterons 
(Saint-Nicolas-de-Bourgueil). The entry-

level wine from this estate is pretty impressive in 
itself. Named after the home vineyard, the wine is 
young, intensely fruity with red-berry flavors and a 
series of layers of tannin. It is smoky with a strong 
edge of acidity. Drink this wine from 2019. Integrity 
Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

OTHER RED WINES

87 Château du Coudray Montpensier 2016 Le 
Grand Bouqueteau (Chinon). While this is 

certainly a young fruity wine, it also has a soft tex-
ture to go with the juicy black fruits to make it ready 
to drink now. It is smoky, lightly tannic and packed 
full of ripe fruits. Multiple U.S. importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Domaine du Petit Bondieu 2015 Vendôme 
(Bourgueil). Stalky smoky aromas open 

a wine that is spicy, smoky from wood and full of 
red fruits. The wine is light with acidity as well as a 
layer of crisp tannins. Drink this from 2018. D & M 
New Management. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

COTEAUX DU LAYON

95 Moulin Touchais 1996 Coteaux du Layon. 
This estate, owned by the same family 

since 1787, has amazing stocks of old sweet wines 
maturing in its cellars. With red apple, honey and 
apricot aromas, this wine, mature and yet so fresh, 
is proof of the aging ability of Chenin Blanc. It is 
the balance between the ripe honeyed flavors and 
the intense acidity that keeps it so vibrant. Drink 
this superb wine now. Polaner Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

95 Moulin Touchais 1982 Coteaux du Layon. At 
35-years-old, this golden wine may be old, 

but it is still glorious. Still honeyed, with hints of 
its past yellow and bitter-orange fruit still there, 
the wine is intense, with toast, almonds and a rich-
ness that is so concentrated. Drink now. Polaner 
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $64 

94 Moulin Touchais 1985 Coteaux du Layon. 
This amazing wine, gold in color, is one of 

the treasures that appear from time to time from 
the underground cellars of this great producer. It is 
old, but its sweetness has not been impaired by age. 
Rather the sweetness has become intense richness 
and intense acidity. The wine, full and opulent, is, 
of course, ready to drink. Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

92 Moulin Touchais 1991 Coteaux du Layon. Nutty 
mature aromas hint at the ripe, certainly 

mature flavors in the glass. This amazing wine is 
still intensely rich, still hinting at its past glories 
of honeyed fruits. But now it is settling comfortably 
into old age—a wine that is almost dry while still 
rich. Drink now. Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

91 Moulin Touchais 2005 Coteaux du Layon. This 
is a liquorous wine, still with its youthful 

yellow-fruit and honey flavors that are cut with the 

dry botrytis core. The wine is rich and with a fine 
balance between the opulence and acidity. This is a 
wine to savor now, although it will also age further, 
certainly until 2023. Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

OTHER SWEET WINE

92 Domaine la Croix des Vainqueurs 2016 Le 
Bouchet Moelleux (Vouvray). While this 

wine is certainly sweet with yellow fruits and plenty 
of ripe honey flavors, it also has a beautiful streak of 
acidity that allows the wine to be crisply textured. 
There are spice, great fruitiness and a bright tight 
aftertaste. Drink now, or better from 2020. Misa 
Imports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

AUSTRIA
SPARKLING WINES

BLANC DE BLANCS

94 Ebner-Ebenauer 2010 Blanc de Blancs Zero 
Dosage (Niederösterreich). A touch of salted 

caramel appears before the flesh of ripe yellow 
apples takes over on the nose. The palate sings with 
freshness and presents a mousse of tiny pin-prick 
bubbles. The spicy but rich notion of salted caramel 
tantalizes again on a bone-dry palate. This wine is 
both weightless and profound, with lovely length 
and a lip-smacking finish. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $60 

93 Schloss Gobelsburg NV Blanc de Blancs (Nie-
derösterreich). Flinty reduction hovers on 

the nose before the palate brings lemony freshness 
to the fore. While stony notes persist, lemon bright-
ness and a fine, creamy mousse make for a super-
fresh and elegant body. The finish is dry and long. 
This wine is lovely now but will reward cellaring. 
Drink 2017–2022. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $34 

91 Anton Bauer 2013 Vintage Blanc de Blanc 
(Wagram). A flinty note precedes touches of 

lemon on the nose. The palate adds a richer dimen-
sion of stone fruit to the flavors, a fine fizz accen-
tuating the ripe but bright freshness. Flavors come 
together beautifully on a fresh, dry and light palate 
that has convincing creaminess. It’s an elegant, if 
ripe-fruited sparkler. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

91 Steininger 2015 Grüner Veltliner (Niederöster-
reich). A touch of citrus and herb on the nose 

points to the varietal character of Grüner Veltliner. 
The palate confirms this with a yeasty, savory tinge 
so typical for this variety. Frothing bubbles heighten 
these sensations on a light, dry and full-flavored 
body. This wine belongs on the table with food, 
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thanks to its long aftertaste and strong presence. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Szigeti 2014 Spitzer Graben Brut Riesling 
(Österreichischer Sekt). An almost exotic 

tinge of guava and lime plays on the nose. The pal-
ate majors on expressive, aromatic notes of lemon 
and green orange peel, supported by a fine, frothy 
mousse and dollop of stone-fruit richness. Made 
from Riesling grown in the coolest part of the 
Wachau, this wine is unusual but utterly more-
ish with a fruity but dry finish. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Szigeti NV Grüner Veltliner (Österreichischer 
Sekt). The nose is shy, showing just a few 

herbal hints reminiscent of yarrow. Frothy bubbles, 
however, pronounce the varietal character of Grüner 
Veltliner, revealing an appealing textural element as 
well as herb-tinged pear fruit. Fresh, dry and light 
on its feet, this would be a lovely apéritif. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

89 Fuchs und Hase 2015 Pet Nat Vol. 5 (Wein-
land Österreich). This naturally cloudy pét 

nat smells both of yeast and freshly cut russet-pear 
peel, giving an impression of full, ripe fruit. The pal-
ate has the same fresh pear notes as well as that tex-
tural element of peel. Bone dry, it comes with fin-
est fizz and is utterly refreshing, if rustic. It would 
shine as a full-flavored picnic wine, with a lastingly 
dry finish. Indie Wineries. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

89 Hager Matthias 2016 Pétillant Naturel 
Grüner Veltliner (Weinland Österreich). 

Yeasty funk that has notions of quince, lemon and 
beer makes for an interesting and fruity nose. The 
palate brings tart and pure red apple, bright lemon 
and a touch of aromatic stone fruit. The fizz on this 
pét nat is very tender and subtle, but the purity of 
fruit and the wonderful texture of the wine make 
it rather convincing and moreish. Soilair Selection. 
—A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $26 

89 Schlumberger Wein- und Sektkellerei 2015 
Méthode Traditionelle Grüner Veltliner (Nie-

derösterreich). Lemon and lemon-balm notes give 
a fresh impression on the nose. That same green-
tinged freshness continues on the light palate, 
where peppery accents swish around the fizz. This 
wine is supremely light and refreshing, full of bright 
lemon notes before finishing dry. It would make an 
exuberant apéritif with lots of verve. Niche Import 
Company. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Schlumberger Wein- und Sektkellerei NV 
Méthode Traditionelle Pinot Blanc (Nie-

derösterreich). A lifted note of dried citrus signals 
ripeness. The palate has the same honeyed expres-

sion of dried citrus but fizzes with freshness on a 
very light body. Easy and fresh with a lip-smack-
ing, dry finish, it makes for an ideal apéritif. Niche 
Import Company. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

ROSÉS

93 Anton Bauer 2013 Vintage Rosé (Wagram). 
A shy nose with a hint of citrus leads onto 

a palate with equally restrained flavors. This wine 
is all about texture and dryness. The superfine 
mousse is exquisitely creamy, playing off ripe lemon 
freshness against a softly autolytic background sug-
gesting oatmeal with hints of white pepper. This is 
unshowy but conveys understated elegance. It fin-
ishes beautifully dry and fresh. KWSelection.com. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

91 Loimer NV Brut Rosé (Niederösterreich). 
Expressive and appetizing notes of freshly 

cut red apples define the nose. The palate carries 
the apple notes further, supporting them with an 
autolytic richness reminiscent of shortcrust pastry. 
Fine and lively, the mousse intensifies the inherent 
freshness of this elegant, light and dry wine. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $32 

91 Malat 2013 Brut Rosé Reserve (Niederöster-
reich). Tender notes of strawberry and lemon 

play on the nose of this wine. On the palate, the 
lemon note takes over, playing against frothy, fine 
fizz on a light but full-flavored, textured body. The 
yeasty backdrop is reminiscent of rye bread. Bright, 
pure lemon shines on the long, refreshing and dry 
finish. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $48 

89 Jurtschitsch NV Brut Rosé (Niederöster-
reich). A vividly pink hue makes this wine 

inviting, as does the nose that offers fresh rasp-
berry notes. The palate is light, driven by subtle 
citrus notes and more raspberry overtones. Frothy 
fizz emphasises the weightless palate that finishes 
dry and with lasting freshness. David Bowler Wine. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

89 Schlumberger Wein- und Sektkellerei 2015 
Brut Rosé Méthode Traditionelle (Niederös-

terreich). Faint notes of pink-grapefruit peel play 
on the nose. The palate has similar aromatic and 
pleasant tartness on an exquisitely light body, the 
fine fizz adding to an impression of weightlessness. 
A backbone of freshness brightens the citrus notes. 
It would be a lovely and refreshing apéritif. Niche 
Import Company. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

88 Fuchs und Hase 2015 Pét Nat Rosé (Wein-
land Österreich). Yeast, apple and red-berry 

notes constitute the rustic nose of this pink pét nat. 

The fruit of the palate is juicy and fresh, recalling 
apple and berry coolers with a tinge of yeast. Light 
but full flavored, the body is supported by fine fizz. 
The wine finishes bone dry. Indie Wineries. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

88 Tinhof 2016 Rosé Sekt (Österreichischer 
Sekt). Creamy notes of strawberry candy 

suggest a very fruity wine. The softly but persis-
tently fizzing palate highlights the berry freshness 
and adds accents of red apple. This wine is dry, easy, 
fruity and fun. Drink soon. Carlo Huber Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

87 Hillinger NV Secco Pink Ribbon (Öster-
reichischer Perlwein). Notes of strawberry 

candy rise from the glass and are dispersed on the 
palate by a lively, frothy fizz with large bubbles. A 
friendly, lemony freshness brightens the strawberry 
fruit. Light, dry and fruity, the body majors on easy 
enjoyment. Drink soon. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

87 Markus Huber 2016 Hugo Rosé Sparkling 
Zweigelt (Weinland Österreich). The merest 

touch of rhubarb shows on the nose. The palate is 
similarly restrained in flavor, offering some tart red-
apple notes and lively, frothy foam. The body is light 
and just about dry. Drink this easy, frothy sparkler 
soon. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

OTHER SPARKLING WINES

93 Arndorfer 2012 die Leidenschaft Sparkling 
(Niederösterreich). Creamy, almost mel-

low notes of ripe yellow apple constitute the nose. 
The palate intensifies that creaminess with hints 
of vanilla and burnt sugar as well as with a finely 
fizzing, creamy mousse. All this is countered and 
balanced by sprightly freshness. Overall it conveys 
an opulent, hedonistic style, with an expressive 
and long finish reminiscent of salted caramel. Indie 
Wineries. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

92 Loimer NV Extra Brut (Niederösterreich). 
Notes of mellow, ripe apple create an appe-

tizing nose. Those rich but fresh apple notes con-
tinue throughout the palate, giving fullness of fruit 
and tart freshness at the same time. Fine, creamy 
mousse fizzes away, dispersing delicious apple 
notes across the palate. The body is light and the 
finish gloriously fresh and dry. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

92 Malat 2013 Brut Reserve (Niederösterreich). 
A touch of ripe yellow apple plays on the 

nose and carries appetizingly onto the palate. The 
body is light, adding a lemony streak of freshness 
to the apple fruit while creamy fizz disperses these 
flavors across the wine. Subtle autolytic notes sug-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  49

gest lemony sponge cake. It finishes dry. Circo Vino. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $48 

92 Schloss Gobelsburg NV Brut Réserve (Nie-
derösterreich). A fresh lemon nose almost 

has a touch of herb or grass. The palate rounds this 
out with a balance of ripe lemon and stone-fruit 
freshness, while the light and creamy body offers 
beautifully fine fizz. A dry aftertaste has the tart 
freshness of green apples. The wine has an elegant, 
dry apéritif style with wonderful length. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

88 Szigeti 2014 Cuvée Prestige Brut (Öster-
reichischer Sekt). Dried citrus lift with 

honeyed overtones on the nose signals ripeness of 
fruit. The same honeyed note plays on the palate 
where frothy mousse accentuates a pleasantly bitter 
edge. The body is light and fresh, always with that 
honeyed tone, and finishes dry. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

87 Schlumberger Wein- und Sektkellerei NV 
White Secco Méthode Traditionelle (Nie-

derösterreich). A touch of honey and nettle plays on 
the nose. The frothy, fizzing palate delivers off-dry 
fruit notes of yellow pear and ripe citrus. Light and 
fresh, the body finishes just about dry. Drink soon. 
Niche Import Company. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

GERMANY
DRY RIESLING

94 Dr. Hermann 2015 Steinmetz und Hermann 
Ürziger Würzgarten Alte Reben Riesling 

(Mosel). While the nose is plush and tropical, 
there’s elegance and restraint on the palate of this 
complex dry Riesling. It’s delicate in body, yet its 
honeyed lemon and tangerine flavors are bold and 
penetrating. The finish is long and edged in steel 
with a pleasantly astringent kick of lime zest. Beau-
tiful already, it should improve through the next 
decade. Broadbent Selections, Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

93 Von Schleinitz 2015 Cara Dry Riesling 
(Mosel). Equal parts earth and fruit, this 

full-bodied Riesling offers loads of penetrating 
melon, citrus and honey flavors offset by delicate 
tones of saffron and dusty mineral. Dry in style and 
struck by exhilarating acidity, it offers exceptional 
balance and complexity. Tony Marchetti Company. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Thörle 2015 Saulheimer Hölle Riesling 
Trocken (Rheinhessen). It’s hard to choose a 

favorite amidst Thörle’s 2015 dry Rieslings yet this 

bottling is a standout for its expansive, deliciously 
clingy mouthfeel. It’s lusciously fruity, boasting ripe 
apricot and white peach flavors balanced by taut 
acidity and a pleasantly bitter edge of tannins. Inge-
nium Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $67 

92 Thörle 2015 Saulheimer Kalkstein Riesling 
Trocken (Rheinhessen). Plump with sunny 

peach and apricot flavors, this offers a steely pre-
cision that’s bracing and revitalizing. Dry in style, 
it’s pristine and fruity with an endlessly persistent 
tangerine finish. Ingenium Wines. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

91 Dr. Pauly Bergweiler 2016 Bernkasteler alte 
Badstube am Doctorberg Dry Riesling (Mosel). 

Delicate whiffs of blossom and peach introduce this 
dry, buoyantly fruity Riesling, full of sun-kissed 
apricot, tangerine and grapefruit flavors. Neatly bal-
anced, it’s juicy and approachable, but brightened 
by streaks of lime and a steely, tangy finish. Wine-
sellers, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

91 Thörle 2016 Riesling Trocken (Rheinhessen). 
Lithe and lean in style, this light-bodied dry 

Riesling offers up loads of blossomy, citrusy delight. 
Spine tingling lemon-lime acidity is balanced neatly 
against concentrated tangerine and honey flavors. 
The finish lingers on a pleasantly waxy cling. Inge-
nium Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

90 Von Schleinitz 2016 Nitor Dry Riesling 
(Mosel). Plump apricot, melon and white 

peach abound are luscious. Yet it’s dry in style and 
bracing too, edged by taut acidity and a steely, min-
eral edge. Accessible and elegantly balanced, its a 
four-square wine with excellent value. Scoperta 
Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

RIESLING FEINHERB

91 Thörle 2016 Riesling Feinherb (Rheinhessen). 
Whiffs of gooseberry and tart green plums 

lend a zesty, green tone to this refreshingly mineral 
off-dry Riesling. It’s a concentrated but spry wine, 
full of fresh lemon and lime flavors glazed by hints 
of wax and stony minerality. The finish is persis-
tent, edged by a hint of bitter citrus peel. Ingenium 
Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

91 Von Schleinitz 2016 Apollo Riesling Feinherb 
(Mosel). Dusty mineral and herb tones lend 

complexity to the plush, sunny peach and apricot in 
this bristling semidry Riesling. It’s juicy and plump 
yet revitalizing and fresh, marked by tangerine acid-
ity and a lacy fringe of sugar that lingers on the fin-

ish. Drink now through 2025. Tony Marchetti Com-
pany. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

90 Dr. Pauly Bergweiler 2016 Bernkasteler alte 
Badstube am Doctorberg Offdry Riesling 

(Mosel). Fresh lemon and lime abound from nose 
to finish in this revitalizing, spry wine. Juicy tan-
gerine sweetness is off set by earthier complexities 
of saffron and honey comb that linger on the palate. 
While lip smacking honey marks the mid palate, the 
finish is remarkably dry. Drink now through 2025. 
Winesellers, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $27 

89 Dr. Leimbrock 2015 Graacher Himmelreich 
Kabinett Riesling Feinherb (Mosel). Candle 

wax and pollen notes lend a slightly earthy tone to 
fresh lemon and lime in this off-dry Riesling. Crisp 
and citrusy, it finishes briskly with bracing darts of 
lime zest and cocktail bitters. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $19 

88 Carl Ehrhard 2016 Rüdesheim Kabinett Ries-
ling Feinherb (Rheingau). Light in body, 

shades of green plum and freshly cut grass lend 
freshness to riper flavors of apricot and honey in 
this off-dry Riesling. Fresh and fruity, it’s sprightly 
on the palate, with wide appeal. Scoperta Importing 
Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

RIESLING KABINETT

90 Thörle 2016 Riesling Kabinett (Rheinhes-
sen). Earthy, slightly sweaty top notes dis-

sipate with aeration to reveal striking yellow peach 
and blossom aromas on this sprightly kabinett. Del-
icate honey augments the sunny, succulent palate. 
The finish is zesty and bright, extended by a streak 
of tangerine acidity. Ingenium Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $29 

90 Willi Haag 2016 Juffer Brauneberg Riesling 
Kabinett (Mosel). Whiffs of candle wax and 

crushed minerals lend depth to the concentrated 
tangerine and honey flavors in this sun-kissed, cit-
rusy kabinett. It’s forward and fruity yet zippy and 
fresh, showing balanced acidity and a cool, mineral 
finish. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $20 

89 Louis Guntrum 2015 Nierstein Bergkirche 
Riesling Kabinett (Rheinhessen). Hints of 

honey and caramel lend warmth to this ripe, unusu-
ally robust kabinett. Voluptuous body and haulting 
acidity augment its bold, expansive mouthfeel. A 
fringe of astringency lends some structure to the 
finish. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Studert-Prüm 2016 Bernkasteler Badstube 
Riesling Kabinett (Mosel). Delicate crushed 
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mineral and lemon aromas turn riper and fruitier 
on the palate. While not deeply complex, its plush, 
pristine white peach and tangerine flavors are lip 
smacking. It’s zippy acidity and clean, mineral fin-
ish lend refreshment. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $23 

88 Carl Ehrhard 2016 Rüdesheim Berg Roseneck 
Riesling Kabinett (Rheingau). Ripe, rich 

apricot and grapefruit flavors are plush and easy 
here, but are balanced neatly by fresh acidity and a 
glimmer of mineral complexity. Delicately textured 
and brisk on the finish, it’s a thrist quenching apéri-
tif to enjoy young. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $16 

88 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Piesporter Michels-
berg Riesling Kabinett (Mosel). Demure 

lemon and honey aromas are amplified on the pal-
ate of this juicy, fruity kabinett. While easy drinking 
and straightforward in style, it’s a deeply concen-
trated Riesling full of stonefruit and citrus delight. 
Enjoy now for its approachable, sunny flavors. 
Leonard Kreusch, Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $13 

87 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Bernkasteler Kurfürst-
lay Riesling Kabinett (Mosel). Deeply earthy 

and savory tones juxtapose sunny peach and apri-
cot in this feather-light, off-dry wine. Brisk texture 
and spine tingling acidity are thirst quenching and 
fresh. Drink now. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $13 

RIESLING SPÄTLESE

92 Willi Haag 2016 Juffer Brauneberg Riesling 
Spätlese (Mosel). This wine’s unassuming 

nose belies the thrilling depth of juicy, sweet white 
peach, tangerine and quince flavors that burst on 
the palate. Luminous fruit and spine tingling acidity 
collide, hinged by a kick of phenolic bitterness that 
lingers on the finish. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $24 

91 Dr. Pauly Bergweiler 2016 Wehlener Son-
nenuhn Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). Whiffs of 

honeydew rind and white blossom lend freshness to 
this light-footed Riesling. It’s juicy and sweet with 
pristine stone fruit and citrus flavors yet revital-
izing and spry. Hints of earth and bee pollen lend 
complexity to the finish. Winesellers, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $28 

91 Studert-Prüm 2016 Wehlener Sonnenuhr 
Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). A zesty lime-peel 

aroma introduces this finely textured, feather-light 
spätlese. It’s delicate in frame yet deeply concen-
trated, filling the mouth with ripples of sweet white 
grapefruit and tangerine flavors. Ripe and fruity yet 
invigorating and spry, it finishes with precision. 
Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $27 

90 Dr. Pauly Bergweiler 2016 Bernkasteler 
Badstube Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). Plush 

and ripe, yet pert with acidity, this concentrated 
spätlese offers loads of sweet melon, peach and cit-
rus flavors. It’s an approachable and fruity wine, 
elegantly balanced and delicious already, but struc-
tured enough to last. Winesellers, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $26 

89 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Piesporter Michels-
berg Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). Spine tin-

gling acidity marks this approachably forward, 
fruity Riesling. Medium sweet in style, it offers 
ample white grapefruit and tangerine flavors off set 
by hints of earth, lime zest and herb. Drink now. 
Leonard Kreusch, Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $14 

88 Heinz Eifel 2016 Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). 
Hints of smoke and earth on the nose lead 

to a riper and sweeter, approachably fruity palate. 
It’s a light bodied spätlese, easy drinking, with loads 
of sunny, sweet white grapefruit and tangerine fla-
vors. Drink now. Winesellers, Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $13 

OTHER RIESLING

91 Richard Böcking 2015 Schlossberg Riesling 
(Mosel). Luscious green plum and white 

grapefruit flavors mark this taut, steely off-dry 
Riesling. While light in body, it’s creamy in texture, 
filling the mouth with juicy fruit flavors off set by 
zesty, lime-inflected acidity. The finish is long and 
persistent. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $38 

91 Staatliche Weinbaudomäne Oppenheim 2015 
Niersteiner vom Rotliegenden Riesling (Rhe-

inhessen). Crushed minerals and steel reverberate 
amidst concentrated lime and lemon in this racy, 
laser-edged Riesling. Dry and taut on the palate, it 
finishes long with spine tingling acidity and revital-
izing tangs of mineral intensity. Legendary Wine 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

90 Villa Huesgen 2016 1735 Riesling (Mosel). 
Zesty lime and fresh green herbs abound 

in this leaner, steelier expression of dry Riesling. 
Tart tangerine and orange flavors are concentrated 
but crisp, edged in cool, stony minerals. Drink now 
through 2021. Quintessential Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

90 Von Schleinitz 2016 Weissenberg Riesling 
(Mosel). Concentrated yellow peach and 

apricot are juxtaposed by bold streaks of lemon 
and lime acidity in this penetrating medium-sweet 
Riesling. Zesty and fresh, it finishes with a touch 
of crystalline minerality. Drink now through 2023. 
Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $20 

89 Dr. Hermann 2015 Dr. H Riesling (Mosel). 
Musky, floral perfume introduces this 

bright, candied Riesling full of sweet pink grapefruit 
and tangerine flavors. Crisp acidity freshens the mid 
palate but the finish is a touch caramelized. Drink 
now. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $19 

89 Dr. Pauly Bergweiler 2016 Noble House Ries-
ling (Mosel). Delicate aromas of herb and 

white peach stand in contrast to the ripe, almost 
candied yellow peach and mango flavors on the pal-
ate of this medium-sweet Riesling. It’s juicy and lip 
smacking but spry and crisp on the finish. Drink 
now to enjoy its youthful freshness. Winesellers, 
Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $12 

89 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Weinkellerei Riesling 
(Rheinhessen). Intensely rocky, salty min-

eral tones abound in this bright, citrusy off-dry 
Riesling. It’s refreshingly brisk with a finish that’s 
dry and steely. A remarkable buy for a Riesling of 
such complexity and depth. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

89 Von Schleinitz 2016 Rockin’ Riesling 
(Mosel). Fresh ripe melon and sweet peach 

abound in this fruity, forward Riesling. Zesty orange 
and grapefruit acidity is balanced out by a pil-
low of marshmallow sweetness on the mid palate. 
Approachable, light and fresh, it’s an easy going sip 
to enjoy young. Tony Marchetti Company. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $15 

88 Heinz Eifel 2016 Shine Riesling (Rhein-
hessen). While muted on the nose, this 

refreshing off-dry Riesling offers concentrated tan-
gerine and yellow peach flavors. Light in body with 
a spry, zesty mouthfeel, it finishes brisk and clean. 
Enjoy now. Winesellers, Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $10 

88 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Riesling (Rheinhes-
sen). Fresh lime and lemon acidity abounds 

in this cool, steely wine. Delicately sweet, it offers 
sweet and tart tangerine flavors, augmented by 
edges of steel and crushed minerality. Leonard 
Kreusch, Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

88 Louis Guntrum 2015 Riesling (Rheinhessen). 
Whiffs of caramel and honey accent sweet 

yellow apple and pear in this bright, easy going 
Riesling. Off dry in style, it offers delicate sweetness 
balanced by fresh acidity and a rounded, creamy 
mouthfeel. Drink now. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $13 

88 Maringer-Reif 2016 Piesporter Michelsberg 
Riesling (Mosel). A lacy, sugary veil lends 

a slightly candied feel to this ripe but light-footed 
Riesling. The palate is abundant and plush, loaded 
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with sweet apricot, melon and stone fruit flavors 
balanced by fresh acidity. Enjoy while young. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $17 

88 Weingut Albert Gessinger 2015 Zeltinger 
Schlossberg Kabinett Old Vines Riesling 

(Mosel). Dusty mineral and pollen notes lend savory 
complexity to sunny tangerine and honey on the 
palate of this kabinett. It’s not a deeply penetrat-
ing wine but delicate tangerine sweetness and zippy 
acidity feel vital and fresh. Drink now. Kysela Père 
et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $17 

87 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Riesling (Mosel). 
Juicy, sun-kissed citrus and stone fruit fla-

vors are straightforward yet concentrated here. 
Medium-sweet and delicately framed, it’s a for-
ward, fruity wine balanced by ample lemon and 
tangerine acidity. Drink now. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $12 

87 Winzer Von Erbach 2016 Weinkeller Erbach 
Riesling (Rheingau). A tinge of lime pith 

lends nuance to this straightforward yet refresh-
ingly citrusy Riesling. Just a shade off dry, its deli-
cate sweetness is balanced neatly by cutting acidity 
and a spry, zesty mouthfeel. Enjoy now for its fresh-
ness. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

84 Art of Earth 2016 Made With Organic Grapes 
Riesling (Rheinhessen). Smoky and earth 

tones persist from nose to finish here, obscuring 
fresh lemon and lime on the palate. While off dry in 
style, its a savory wine with a slightly bitter, waxy 
finish. Mack & Schuhle Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Thörle 2016 Weissburgunder Trocken (Rhe-
inhessen). Weissburgunder, or Pinot Blanc, 

can be a rather subdued grape. But it’s delightfully 
bright and zippy here, boasting sunny shades of 
apricot, grapefruit and tangerine offset against daz-
zling lemon-lime acidity. It’s brisk and cutting on 
the palate yet finishes with persistence. Ingenium 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

92 Wittmann 2015 Silvaner Trocken (Rheinhes-
sen). This elegant dry Silvaner showcases 

the grape’s characteristically brisk green plum and 
herb tones against a bounty of ripe white peach, 
melon and peach flavors. Hints of smoke and slate 
and a zesty backbone of acidity lend complexity and 
structure through a long, lingering finish. Loosen 
Bros. USA. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Thörle 2016 Grauburgunder Trocken (Rhe-
inhessen). Fresh citrus and pear flavors are 

highlighted by racy streaks of lime and tart pineap-
ple in this unusually zippy Grauburgunder, or Pinot 
Gris. It’s light in body yet creamy in texture with a 
long, lingering finish marked by crushed stones and 
salty minerality. Ingenium Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Vinum Autmundis 2015 Umstädter Stach-
elberg Pinot Blanc Kabinett Trocken (Hes-

sische-Bergstrasse). Delicate yellow peach and 
crushed mineral on the nose extend to the palate of 
this brisk, zesty Pinot Blanc. It’s a refreshing, light 
footed wine but a bit lean and a bit austere in style. 
Drink now. Legendary Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

88 Weingut Frey 2015 Guntersblumer Steig-
Terrassen Pinot Gris Spätlese Trocken (Ger-

many). Ripe yellow apple and peach abound in this 
bold, big-bodied Pinot Gris. Yielding acidity and a 
plush, creamy mouthfeel augment its lusciousness, 
but a bristle of tannins lends structure to the finish. 
Enjoy while young. Legendary Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

SPARKLING WINES

90 Hansen-Lauer 2014 Brut Sekt Riesling 
(Mosel). This traditional-method Riesling 

sekt, made from a collection of Bernkastel vineyard 
sites, has been a consistent crowd pleaser from 
vintage to vintage. It’s a cutting, spry wine with 
delicate, persistent bubbles and concentrated green 
apple, lemon and lime flavors. Brut in style, with 
revitalizing acidity and complexities of caramelized 
sugar and nuts, it makes an ideal apéritif. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 HigHDef 2016 HD Bubbly Riesling (Mosel). 
Dusty earth and dried herb notes abound on 

this brisk, lemony Riesling sparkling. It’s off dry in 
style, with a fine, persistent bubble and brisk finish. 
Drink now. Tony Marchetti Company. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $16 

88 Von Schleinitz 2016 Kon-Secco (Mosel). Dry 
in style and exuberantly fizzy, this fresh, 

fruity Riesling "secco" (modeled after the Italian 
Prosecco) offers loads of fresh tangerine, peach and 
lemon flavors. Bold acidity off sets a lingering finish 
of soft, foamy mousse. Drink now. Tony Marchetti 
Company. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

SPÄTBURGUNDER

93 Thörle 2014 Saulheimer Hölle Unfiltreirt 
Spätburgunder Trocken (Rheinhessen). 

Lithe yet concentrated, this gorgeous Spätbur-
gunder balances crisp-tart blackberry and cherry 

flavors against shades of earth, game and dusty 
minerality. Zesty cranberry acidity and fine grained, 
persistent tannins lend four-square structure. The 
finish lingers on a rich, umami tone. It drinks beau-
tifully already but should improve through 2025. 
Ingenium Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

92 Thörle 2015 Saulheimer Kalkstein Unfiltri-
ert Spätburgunder Trocken (Rheinhessen). 

Earthy notes of sweet beets and mushroom mingle 
amidst violet and lavender in this beautifully fra-
grant, complex wine. It’s brisk and fresh with acid-
ity yet penetrating in black cherry and currant 
flavors. Dense, deeply penetrating tannins frame a 
long, bold finish. Ingenium Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

91 Thörle 2015 Im Holzfass Gereift Unfiltriert 
Spätburgunder Trocken (Rheinhessen). Zest-

ier and more herbaceous than Thörle’s other Spät-
burgunder bottlings, this bristling red offers loads 
of cool, crisp black cherry and cranberry flavors. 
Hints of smoked nut and mint lend depth to the mid 
palate, augmented by fine-grained, persistent tan-
nins. It’s a penetrating wine that still needs time 
but should improve through 2025. Ingenium Wines. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

90 Carl Ehrhard 2013 Rüdesheim Berg Roseneck 
Spätburgunder Pinot Noir Trocken (Rhein-

gau). Rose petals and violet perfume this fragrant, 
voluptuously textured Spätburgunder. It’s ripe and 
approachable but structured by fine, firm tannins 
and sprightly acidity. Luscious streaks of blackberry 
and cherry nectar linger on the finish. Scoperta 
Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

OTHER RED WINES

88 Von Schleinitz 2015 Underdog Dry Red 
(Mosel). Swirls of char, smoke and vanilla 

envelop plush blackberry and plum notes on this 
perfumed blend of Pinot Noir, Dornfelder, Regent 
and Pinot Madelaine grapes. It’s juicy and concen-
trated yet maintains a freshness of acidity and her-
baceousness. Fine-grained, pert tannins lend a bit 
of edge to this approachable, enjoyable wine. Tony 
Marchetti Company. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Karl Josef 2015 Sweet Dornfelder (Rhein-
hessen). Crisp red cherry and blackberry 

abound on this sweet-tart Dornfelder. It’s a for-
ward, fruity wine with a slightly candied demeanor 
but balanced neatly by fresh acidity. Drink now. 
Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $11 

86 Leonard Kreusch 2016 Sweet Red Dornfelder 
(Rheinhessen). Candied black cherry and 

berry flavors are juxtaposed against dark char and 
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toast in this slightly confected, easy drinking red. 
It’s ripe and plush on the palate but briskly com-
posed with a light, fresh finish. Drink now. Leonard 
Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 9% Price: $12 

86 Weingut Seck 2011 Dornfelder (Rheinhes-
sen). Whiffs of toasted coconut, dark herbs 

and animal combine with plush black cherry on 
the nose of this full-bodied red. Dornfelder’s char-
acteristic ripe, ruddy black fruit flavors are a bit 
obscured in wood and sweet spice, but it’s brisk 
finish is refreshing. Drink now. Legendary Wine 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

NORTHEAST ITALY
ASOLO PROSECCO SUPERIORE

92 Case Paolin NV Col Fondo (Asolo Prosecco 
Superiore). Slightly fizzy and incredibly fra-

grant, this radiant sparkler boasts heady scents of 
honeysuckle, lemon blossom and white stone fruit. 
The crisp dry palate delivers green apple, Bartlett 
pear, citrus zest and a saline note alongside vibrant 
acidity and lightly foaming bubbles. Fermented in 
the bottle, it has some sediment at the bottom that 
adds flavor and complexity. T. Elenteny Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

91 Case Paolin NV Organic Brut (Asolo Prosecco 
Superiore). Fragrant yellow flower, crushed 

thyme, Bartlett pear and citrus aromas carry over 
to the dry vibrant palate together with green apple 
and crisp acidity. Small, continuous bubbles lend 
finesse. T. Elenteny Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

90 Montelvini 2015 Montellini Extra Brut (Asolo 
Prosecco Superiore). Loaded with finesse, 

this bright creamy wine hits all the right buttons. It 
opens with lovely scents of acacia flower and white 
stone fruit while the polished silky palate delivers 
yellow apple, ripe pear and lemon zest alongside 
fresh acidity. An elegant mousse lends suppleness. 
Good Company Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

89 Loredan Gasparini NV Brut (Asolo Prosecco 
Superiore). Lemon blossom, citrus and 

white stone fruit aromas delicately lift out of the 
glass. The bright polished palate doles out yellow 
apple, creamy white peach, nectarine drop and a 
hint of crushed herb alongside crisp acidity and a 
silky mousse. Lemma Wine Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

89 Loredan Gasparini 2016 Asolo Prosecco 
Superiore. Fragrant white flower and white 

stone fruit aromas leap out of the glass. On the 
creamy palate, a hint of crushed herb adds depth 
to white peach and golden apple. Fresh acidity and 

a foamy mousse set off the rich flavors while a sug-
gestion of lemon drop marks the close. Lemma Wine 
Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $29 

CONEGLIANO VALDOBBIADENE  
PROSECCO SUPERIORE

93 BiancaVigna 2016 Rive di Soligo Dosaggio 
Zero (Conegliano Valdobbiadene Prosecco 

Superiore). Delicate scents of white spring flower 
and white stone fruit curl out of the glass. This is 
loaded with finesse, delivering creamy white peach, 
green apple, pear and citrus. Vibrant acidity lends 
balance while an elegant perlage gives it an irresist-
ibly silky texture. Indigenous Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23 

91 BiancaVigna 2015 Organic (Conegliano Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Enticing 

aromas of citrus, spring blossom and white stone 
fruit set the tone on this elegant sparkler. Bright 
and polished, the silky palate offers Bartlett pear 
and green apple alongside vibrant acidity and a silky 
perlage. Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23 

90 Bellenda 2015 Rive di Carpesica Brut (Coneg-
liano Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). 

Fermented in the bottle, this opens with inviting 
aromas of baked bread, citrus and orchard fruit. 
The dry linear palate delivers lime, green apple and 
mineral alongside refreshing acidity and a refined 
perlage. It closes crisp and clean. Vision Wine & 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

89 BiancaVigna NV Extra Dry (Conegliano Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of 

honeysuckle and green apple continue over to the 
foaming palate along with creamy white peach and 
candied lemon slice. Bright acidity lifts the rich fla-
vors while the wine’s silky mousse lends elegance. 
Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 BiancaVigna 2016 Rive di Ogliano Brut 
Nature (Conegliano Valdobbiadene Prosecco 

Superiore). Aromas of crushed thyme and pressed 
wild flower lead the way on this linear sparkler. 
Crisp and bone dry, the racy palate offers pear and 
lime zest set against vibrant acidity and an elegant 
perlage. Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23 

89 Masottina NV Brut (Conegliano Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Delicate scents of 

honeysuckle and white stone fruit mingle together 
on this. It’s fresh and polished, with green-apple, 
white-peach and nectarine flavors balanced by crisp 
acidity and a silky perlage. Vin Divino. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

89 Sommariva NV Brut (Conegliano Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). Floral scents of 

honeysuckle and citrus blossom mingle with white 
stone fruit aromas. The lively weightless palate doles 
out white peach and green apple framed in bright 
acidity and a polished perlage. It has a clean, refresh-
ing finish. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

88 BiancaVigna 2016 Brut (Conegliano Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Green apple 

and a whiff of crushed herb aromas carry over to 
the racy palate along with lemon zest. Crisp acidity 
and lively bubbles provide the refreshing backdrop. 
Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

88 Masottina NV Extra Dry (Conegliano Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Fragrant 

spring flower, citrus blossom and orchard fruit aro-
mas leap from the glass. The slightly off-dry tangy 
palate presents ripe green apple, white peach and a 
juicy note of candied lemon drop offset by crisp acid-
ity and a lively perlage. Gonzalez Byass USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

87 Bellenda NV Cosmo E’ Col Fondo (Conegliano 
Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Pressed 

acacia flower, orchard fruit and yeasty bread-dough 
aromas waft out of the glass. On the lean racy pal-
ate, tangy acidity underscores yellow apple, tanger-
ine and bitter almond before a crisp close. Vision 
Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

87 Bellenda 2016 San Fermo Brut (Conegliano 
Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Bright 

and crisp, this bright sparkler has aromas of lime 
and apple that follow through to the lively palate. 
Vibrant acidity gives it a refreshing finish. Vision 
Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

87 De Stefani 2016 Brut (Conegliano Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of 

fragrant spring flower, white peach and a whiff of 
banana take center stage. Reflecting the nose, the 
bright palate offers golden apple and hint of candied 
citrus drop alongside fresh acidity. Ethica Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $24 

86 Baldi NV Brut (Conegliano Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Here’s a lively, infor-

mal sparkler with aromas and flavors suggesting 
green apple, white peach and lemon peel. Crisp 
acidity gives it a clean invigorating finish. Novaya 
Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

86 Baldi NV Extra Dry (Conegliano Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of medici-

nal herb carry over to the slightly sweet, rather 
simple palate along with ripe peach, green apple, 
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candied orange peel and a confectionary note. Fresh 
acidity lifts the finish. Novaya Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

84 Baldi NV Rive di Ogliano (Conegliano Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). This extremely 

informal sparkler doesn’t reveal any aromas while 
the shy simple palate offers suggestions of yellow 
apple skin and citrus. It’s brisk, with firm acidity 
and vigorous bubbles. Novaya Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

84 Biancariva NV Rive di Collalto Brut (Coneg-
liano Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). 

Aromas of mature citrus zest and a whiff of medici-
nal herb carry over to the extremely informal but 
brisk palate along with bitter yellow-apple skin. It’s 
simple and vivacious, with vigorous bubbles. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

VALDOBBIADENE SUPERIORE 
DI CARTIZZE

93 Bisol 2014 Private (Valdobbiadene Superiore 
di Cartizze). Fermented in the bottle, this 

beautiful wine opens with delicate scents of citrus 
blossom, white stone fruit and a whisper of thyme. 
Loaded with finesse, the bright silky palate displays 
Anjou pear, Rennet apple and lemon zest alongside 
an elegant perlage. Crisp acidity gives it a pristine 
refreshing finish. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $75 

93 Villa Sandi 2016 Vigna La Rivetta Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Superiore di Cartizze). For full 

review see page 8. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $42 

91 Bisol 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Superiore di 
Cartizze). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 11.5% Price: $45 

90 Andreola 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Supe-
riore di Cartizze). Soft and creamy, this pol-

ished off-dry sparkler doles out juicy white peach, 
ripe Granny Smith apple and candied lemon peel. 
Bright acidity gives it freshness and balance while a 
silky mousse lends finesse. Siena Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $26 

90 Le Colture NV Dry (Valdobbiadene Superiore 
di Cartizze). Heady aromas of honeysuckle, 

jasmine and white stone fruit lead the way on this 
round semisweet sparkler. On the silky palate, tangy 
acidity brightens ripe white peach, green apple and 
candied tangerine slice. A creamy mousse provides 
the polished backdrop. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $30 

89 Drusian NV Dry (Valdobbiadene Superiore 
di Cartizze). Delicate scents of ripe orchard 

fruit and spring blossom drift out of the glass. Pol-
ished and vibrant, the racy linear palate offers green 

pear, yellow apple, candied lemon slice and a sug-
gestion of thyme set against crisp acidity and a per-
sistent perlage. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $27 

88 Astoria NV Arzanà Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Superiore di Cartizze). Aromas of white 

peach, banana, yellow apple and candied lemon peel 
carry over to the creamy, rather sweet palate along 
with a confectionery note. Fresh acidity lifts the rich 
flavors while a hint of almond gives it a slightly bitter 
finish. Prestige Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $29 

88 Col Vetoraz 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Supe-
riore di Cartizze). Aromas of honeysuckle 

and exotic fruit lead the way. The aromas flow over 
to the rather sweet supple palate along with mature 
white peach, candied lemon peel and a confection-
ery note. A soft mousse backs up the rich flavors. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $43 

88 Marsuret NV Dry (Valdobbiadene Superiore 
di Cartizze). Delicate honeysuckle and white 

stone fruit aromas lead the way on this silky spar-
kler. The semisweet palate offers ripe white peach, 
green apple and candied citrus peel alongside a silky 
mousse. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $35 

87 Canevel 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Superiore 
di Cartizze). Soft and slightly sweet, this 

straightforward sparkler offers green apple, white 
peach and candied-citrus-peel flavors. It’s bright, 
with tangy acidity. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

PROSECCO SUPERIORE  
DI CARTIZZE

92 Nino Franco 2016 Prosecco Superiore di Car-
tizze. Creamy and delicious, this elegant 

off-dry sparkler doles out layers of sweet white 
peach, yellow apple, pear and a tangy note of can-
died lemon drop. A silky perlage gives it a smooth 
polished texture while bright acidity lifts the rich 
flavors. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $NA 

90 Althéa NV Dry (Prosecco Superiore di Car-
tizze). Citrus blossom, honeysuckle and 

acacia honey aromas mingle together on this off-dry 
silky sparkler. It’s bright, creamy and refined, dol-
ing out sweet white peach, glazed almond and can-
died lemon peel alongside a lively polished perlage. 
Noble Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $24 

90 Mionetto NV Luxury Dry (Prosecco Supe-
riore di Cartizze). Aromas of ripe pear and 

green apple follow over to the rich creamy palate 
along with notes of nectarine and glazed lemon 

drop. Bright acidity provides freshness while a soft 
mousse lends finesse. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $35 

VALDOBBIADENE PROSECCO 
SUPERIORE

93 Graziano Merotto 2016 Cuvée del Fondatore 
Rive di Col San Martino Brut (Valdobbiadene 

Prosecco Superiore). For full review see page 7. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $35 

93 Mongarda 2013 Dosaggio Zero (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Here’s a smooth, 

delicious Prosecco that will satisfy both the nov-
ice and the sophisticated wine lover. It opens with 
lovely aromas of pressed wild flower, apple and a 
whiff of pastry dough that follow through to the 
palate along with pear, tangerine zest and a hint of 
almond. An elegant mousse and crisp acidity offset 
the creamy flavors. It has lingering bone-dry finish. 
David Bowler Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

93 Nino Franco 2016 Vigneto della Riva di San 
Floriano Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 

Superiore). Citrus, apple, crushed herb and wild 
flower aromas take center stage on this elegant 
sparkler. It’s bright and silky, with savory Bartlett 
pear, nectarine zest and hints of thyme balanced 
by a creamy mousse and vibrant acidity. Thanks to 
its depth of flavors, finesse and crisp dry finish, it 
beautifully demonstrates Prosecco’s serious side. 
Terlato Wines International. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $29 

93 Nino Franco 2015 Nodi Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). For full review see page 

8. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $49 

92 Andreola 2016 Dirupo Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Fresh and balanced, 

this bright savory sparkler delivers mouthfuls of 
green apple, white peach and lemon peel. Crisp 
acidity keeps it refreshing while a soft mousse gives 
it plenty of finesse. It has a dry juicy finish. Siena 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

92 Bisol 2016 Crede Brut (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Enticing scents of white 

wild flower and citrus blossom lead the nose on this 
elegant sparkler. Silky and crisp, the bright palate 
delivers yellow apple, ripe pear and a tangy hint of 
tangerine framed in vibrant acidity and a polished 
perlage. Multiple U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $21 

92 Nino Franco NV Brut (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Heady aromas of white 

spring flower and mature apple carry through to the 
creamy palate along with ripe pear and citrus notes. 



BUYINGGUIDE

54  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  DECEMBER 2017

It’s balanced, with vibrant acidity and an elegant 
perlage that lead into the dry, refreshing finish. Ter-
lato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $27 

91 Cà di Rajo 2016 Cuvée del Fondatore Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Fragrant 

scents of spring blossom, wild flower and orchard 
fruit escape from the glass. Silky and elegant, the 
tangy palate doles out white peach, green apple and 
lemon drop alongside a refined perlage and refresh-
ing acidity. Serendipity Wine Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

91 La Tordera 2016 Oltreval Rive di Guia Zero 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Entic-

ing scents of honeysuckle, jasmine and orchard fruit 
mingle together while the bone-dry savory palate 
offers apple, pear and tangerine. An elegant perlage 
and vibrant acidity lend finesse and freshness while 
a hint of thyme closes the crisp finish. La Tordera 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

91 Nino Franco 2016 Primo Franco Dry (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). For full review see 

page 13. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $29 

90 Adami 2016 Rive di Colbertaldo Vigneto 
Giardino Asciutto (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 

Superiore). Hawthorn, acacia and stone fruit aromas 
mingle together on this lovely sparkler. Refreshing 
and refined, the vibrant foaming palate doles out cit-
rus zest and yellow apple offset by crisp acidity and 
elegant mousse. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

90 Andreola 2016 Dirup Extra Dry (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Creamy and 

refreshing, this opens with heady scents of honey-
suckle, jasmine and mature pear. The bright silky 
palate doles out honeydew melon, green apple and 
candied nectarine set against a foaming mousse. 
Vibrant acidity gives it a clean, crisp finish. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

90 Borgoluce 2016 Rive di Collalto (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). Delicate scents 

of wisteria, acacia, crushed herb and beeswax lift 
out of the glass. It’s both lively and ethereal, offering 
yellow apple, Bartlett pear and a citrus note framed 
in crisp acidity and silky perlage. The Sorting Table. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

90 Bortolomiol 2016 Bandarossa (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Delicate, enticing 

aromas of fragrant spring flower, crushed herb and 
white stone fruit float out of the glass. Silky but 
vibrant, the palate doles out white peach, nectarine 

zest and ripe apple alongside racy acidity and a con-
tinuous perlage. Wine Warehouse Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

90 Mionetto NV Cuvée Anniversario Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). For full 

review see page 16. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

90 Mongarda 2016 Vigneto Rive Alte Extra Dry 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Fra-

grant and refined, this elegant sparkler offers entic-
ing scents of hawthorn, wild flower and sliced pear. 
The vibrant balanced palate doles out citrus, crisp 
apple and a hint of ginger set against firm acidity 
and a soft, foaming mousse. It has clean dry finish. 
David Bowler Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

90 Perlage 2016 Col di Manza Extra Dry (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Made with 

organically farmed grapes, this opens with alluring 
scents of honeysuckle, hawthorn and white stone 
fruit. The silky palate delivers white peach, nectarine 
and green apple framed in bright acidity and a deli-
cately foaming mousse. The Triton Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

90 Ruggeri & C. 2016 Vecchie Viti Brut (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of 

white spring flower, mint and orchard fruit lead the 
way. Bright and silky, the refined palate delivers yel-
low apple, peach and Bartlett pear set against crisp 
acidity and a refined perlage. WinesU. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

90 Spagnol 2016 Col de Sas Brut (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Delicate, enticing 

scents of white stone fruit and spring flower drift 
out of the glass. Bright and creamy, the refreshing 
palate doles out green apple, white peach and lemon 
zest set against lively acidity and a silky mousse. 
Novovino Wine Company. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

90 Terre di San Venanzio Fortunato NV Brut 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). 

Smooth and fresh, this has delicate scents of wild 
flower, lemon and a whiff of crushed herb. On the 
bright, creamy palate, crisp acidity and a polished, 
foaming mousse offset green apple, white peach and 
citrus zest. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $19 

89 Adami NV Dry (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 
Superiore). Aromas suggesting yellow stone 

fruit and acacia flower drift out of the glass. On 
the creamy palate, delicate hints of beeswax and 
almond underscore ripe apricot, apple and candied 
nectarine. Bright acidity lifts the rich flavors. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $NA 

89 Adami 2016 Credas Rive di Farra di Soligo 
Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). 

Enticing scents of white stone fruit and wild flower 
guide the nose. Delicately foaming, the linear palate 
delivers mature yellow pear and Golden Delicious 
apple alongside vibrant acidity. It closes dry and 
crisp. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

89 Andreola 2016 6° Senso Dry (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Delicate scents of 

spring blossom and white stone fruit lead the way. 
The slightly off-dry linear palate shows finesse and 
freshness, offering white peach, pear and green 
apple set against crisp acidity and a refined perlage. 
Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $23 

89 Andreola 2016 Col del Forno Rive di Refrontolo 
Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). 

Jasmine, wisteria and white stone fruit aromas lead 
the nose, while the bright silky palate offers green 
apple, juicy white peach and citrus. Crisp acidity 
and a lively refined perlage provide balance. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

89 Bellenda 2016 Miravel Extra Dry (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). Delicate scents 

evoking jasmine, citrus and exotic fruit mingle 
together on this creamy sparkler. On the off-dry pal-
ate, crisp acidity and persistent bubbles lift white 
peach, yellow pear and candied nectarine. Vision 
Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 Bortolomiol 2016 Prior (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Delicate but enticing 

scents of white spring flower and pear waft out of 
the glass. On the refreshing palate, vibrant acid-
ity and small continuous beads underscore yellow 
apple, lemon zest and a hint of white pear. Wine 
Warehouse Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Bortolomiol 2015 Grand Cuvée del Fondatore 
Motus Vitae Rive San Pietro di Barbozza Brut 

Nature (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas 
of white flower, crushed rock and pear lift out of the 
glass. Dry and refreshing, the palate offers yellow 
apple, acacia and a hint of citrus alongside crisp 
acidity. Wine Warehouse Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

89 Case Bianche NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Citrus, yellow apple 

and crushed herb aromas lead the way. The vibrant 
silky palate offers white peach and a hint of nec-
tarine drop alongside lively acidity and a polished 
perlage. Elliott Bay Distributing Co. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

89 Foss Marai NV Strada di Guia 109 Extra Dry 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Cit-

rus blossom, wisteria and orchard fruit aromas 
lift out of the glass. Fresh and creamy, the palate 
offers white peach, candied nectarine slice and ripe 
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Bartlett pear. Fresh acidity brightens the rich fla-
vors while a silky mousse lends finesse. Total Wine 
& More. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

89 Foss Marai 2016 Guia Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Enticing aromas of 

wisteria and white spring flower rise from the glass 
on this fragrant sparkler. The crisp dry palate is 
more restrained, offering yellow apple and lemon 
zest alongside racy acidity and a vibrant perlage. 
Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $31 

89 Foss Marai 2015 Nadin Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Fruity aromas of ripe 

orchard fruit and citrus zest mingle with fragrant 
spring blossom. The rather sweet palate doles out 
ripe peach, green apple and a confectionery note. A 
foaming mousse lends finesse while bright acidity 
lifts the finish. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $31 

89 Le Colture NV Cruner Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Floral aromas of honey-

suckle and jasmine take center stage on this polished 
off-dry sparkler. On the silky palate, fresh acidity 
enlivens rich flavors of creamy white peach, candied 
citrus drop and ripe yellow apple while a refined bead 
lends elegance. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $24 

89 Le Colture NV Fagher Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Creamy and crisp, this 

boasts enticing scents of hawthorn and black locust 
flower while the tangy palate evokes tangerine, 
white peach and green apple. Vibrant acidity bright-
ens the fruit flavors. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

89 Merotto 2016 La Primavera di Barbara (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Honey-

suckle, wisteria and stone-fruit aromas mingle 
together in the glass while the silky, semisweet 
palate doles out creamy yellow apple, white peach 
and a confectionery note. A hint of glazed hazelnut 
signals the close while the foaming mousse lends 
finesse. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 Mongarda 2016 Brut (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Honeysuckle and green 

apple aromas follow over to the lively palate along 
with pear and a hint of lime. Vibrant acidity and a 
lively perlage give it a clean energized finish. David 
Bowler Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

89 Nino Franco NV Rustico Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Silky and fresh, this 

bright sparkler delivers aromas and flavors of ripe 
apple, Bartlett pear and creamy white peach. Tangy 
acidity and a foaming perlage provide the quench-

ing, polished backdrop. Terlato Wines International. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

89 Perlage NV Canah Bio Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). This has delicate scents 

of white stone fruit and white spring flower. On the 
palate, bright acidity and lively bubbles provide a 
backdrop for yellow apple and white peach. A lemon-
drop note closes the finish. Chartrand Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 Santa Margherita 2016 Rive di Refrontolo 
Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). 

Aromas of ripe orchard fruit and pressed acacia 
flower waft out of the glass. On the bright palate, 
racy acidity underscores yellow apple and Bartlett 
pear alongside a lively polished perlage. Santa Mar-
gherita USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $50 

89 Spagnol 2016 Col de Sas Extra Dry (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Alluring 

scents of wisteria and citrus blossom drift out of the 
glass. On the palate, fresh acidity brightens green 
apple, white peach and nectarine while an elegant 
mousse lends finesse. It has a crisp lingering finish. 
Novovino Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

89 Spagnol 2016 Domus-Picta Dry (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). Floral scents of 

wisteria and hawthorn mingle with white stone-
fruit aromas. On the creamy, rather sweet palate, 
bright acidity lifts green apple, white peach and 
candied lemon peel while a confectionery note 
wraps around the finish. It’s polished, with a silky 
mousse. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

89 Spagnol 2015 Rive di Solighetto Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas 

suggesting white spring flower, yellow stone fruit 
and a whiff of thyme lead the way. The bright juicy 
palate offers ripe peach, Bartlett pear and lemon 
zest alongside crisp acidity and a softly sparkling 
perlage. It has a clean, dry finish. Novovino Wine 
Company. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

89 Terre di San Venanzio Fortunato NV Extra Dry 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Green 

apple and honeysuckle aromas follow through to 
the fresh polished palate along with nectarine drop 
and white peach. Bright acidity lifts the rich fla-
vors while a creamy mousse lends finesse. Artisan 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

89 Villa Sandi NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Honeysuckle and green 

apple aromas follow over to the foaming palate along 
with white peach and grapefruit. A candied lemon 

drop note caps off the finish while bright acidity lifts 
the rich flavors. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

89 Villa Sandi 2016 Brut Millesimato (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Scents of 

Rennet apple and white wild flower float out of the 
glass. Bright and creamy, the palate doles out white 
peach, Bartlett pear and nectarine alongside vibrant 
acidity and a silky mousse. It closes crisp and clean. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

88 Adami NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Aromas of ripe orchard 

fruit and citrus zest carry on to the lively palate 
along with a hint of ginger. Crisp acidity and small 
continuous bubbles provide a fresh elegant back-
drop. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

88 Althéa NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Honeycomb, spring flower 

and citrus-zest aromas guide the nose while the 
bright polished palate offers sweet white peach, 
soft apple and candied lemon drop. A creamy per-
lage provides the soft easy-drinking texture. Noble 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

88 Andreola 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 
Superiore). This opens with delicate scents 

of field flower and white stone fruit. On the creamy 
off-dry palate, a soft mousse backs up sweet white 
peach, green apple and a candied citrus note while 
bright acidity lends freshness. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

88 Andreola 2016 Rive di Soligo Mas de Fer 
Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Supe-

riore). Aromas of white spring flower and orchard 
fruit waft out of the glass. On the slightly off-dry 
palate, crisp acidity brightens white peach, green 
apple and candied citrus drop, all backed by a con-
tinuous perlage. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $21 

88 Astoria 2016 Millesimato Cuvée Tenuta Val 
de Brun Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 

Superiore). Honeysuckle and white stone-fruit aro-
mas waft out of the glass. On the bright, creamy 
palate, a lemon drop note underscores yellow apple 
and pear alongside vibrant acidity. Prestige Beverage 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

88 Bisol NV Molera Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Acacia, beeswax and 

ripe orchard-fruit aromas lead the nose. On the pal-
ate, a foaming mousse backs up apple, white peach 
and candied lemon drop while bright acidity lifts 
the creamy flavors. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $21 
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88 Bisol 2014 Noso Dosaggio Zero (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Made without 

added sulfites and with no dosage, this opens with 
aromas of acacia and honey that follow over to the 
lean palate along with yellow apple and citrus zest. 
Racy acidity provides the backbone while a hazel-
nut note claims the finish. Multiple U.S. importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $45 

88 Bortomiol 2016 Ius Naturae Organic Brut 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Fra-

grant and refreshing, this opens with heady scents 
of white spring flower, white stone fruit and a whiff 
of crushed herb. The bright palate doles out ripe 
yellow apple, acacia and a hint of almond alongside 
fresh acidity. Wine Warehouse Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

88 Canevel 2016 Valdobbiadene Prosecco Supe-
riore. Delicate aromas of white spring blos-

som and white stone fruit rise from the glass. On 
the vibrant palate, a hint of almond adds interest to 
yellow pear and a citrus zest note. It closes crisp and 
clean. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

88 Canevel 2016 Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Yeasty aromas of bread 

crust and mature white stone fruit lift out of the 
glass. Rounded and refreshing, the vivacious palate 
shows ripe yellow apple and Bartlett pear alongside 
bright acidity and a firm perlage. Selected Estates of 
Europe Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

88 Case Bianche 2016 Vigna del Cuc Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas 

evoking spring wild flower and ripe orchard fruit 
open on the nose while the vibrant straightforward 
palate offers green apple and a citrusy note. Bright 
acidity and a soft persistent perlage provide the 
backdrop. Elliott Bay Distributing Co. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

88 Drusian 2016 Millesimato Dry (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Citrus, orchard-

fruit and spring-blossom aromas float out of the 
glass. Mirroring the nose, the slightly sweet, creamy 
palate tastes of white peach, apple and candied cit-
rus peel offset by fresh acidity and a foaming perlage. 
Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $21 

88 Foss Marai NV Strada di Guia 109 Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Spring 

flower, pear and citrus aromas lead the way on this 
vibrant sparkler. The fruity scents carry over to the 
linear racy palate along with a hint of yellow apple 
and crisp acidity. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

88 La Tordera 2016 Rive di Vidor Tittoni Dry 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). This 

opens with delicate aromas of white flower and 

orchard fruit. The silky, slightly sweet palate offers 
ripe yellow peach, green apple and a candied note 
of glazed tangerine slice. Tangy acidity and a soft 
mousse provide backup. La Tordera USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23 

88 Marsuret NV Il Soller Extra Dry (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of spring 

blossom and green apple lift out of the glass. Silky 
and bright, the off-dry palate presents ripe pear, 
white peach and candied nectarine zest alongside 
a creamy mousse and fresh acidity. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

88 Merotto NV Colbelo Extra Dry (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Floral scents of 

honeysuckle meld with fruity aromas of white stone 
fruit and citrus. Mirroring the nose, the vibrant pal-
ate evokes green apple, candied lemon drop and a 
hint of almond alongside a persistent perlage. Bright 
acidity gives the flavors a nice lift. Prestige Wine 
Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

88 Ruggeri & C. 2016 Giustino B Extra Dry (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Hawthorn, 

peach blossom and exotic fruit aromas take center 
stage. Reflecting the nose, the rich vibrant palate 
doles out banana, melon, white peach and candied 
lemon drop. A foaming mousse provides softness 
while bright acidity refreshes the finish. WinesU. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $33 

88 Terre di San Venanzio Fortunato NV Brut 
Demi Long (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Supe-

riore). Honeysuckle, lily of the valley and a whiff 
of exotic fruit aromas take center stage. The silky 
palate offers sweet white peach, candied nectarine 
slice and banana alongside a soft mousse. Artisan 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $21 

88 Villa Sandi NV Cuvée Oris Dry (Valdobbiad-
ene Prosecco Superiore). Delicately scented, 

this inviting sparkler offers light aromas of white 
and yellow stone fruit along with a whiff of bread 
crust. The creamy, slightly sweet palate tastes of 
white peach, candied citrus peel and ripe apple 
set against a soft, frothy mousse. Bright acidity 
refreshes the rich flavors while a glazed-almond 
note graces the close. Folio Fine Wine Partners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $21 

87 Adami NV Bosco di Gica Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). This opens with pretty 

scents of spring blossom and white stone fruit while 
the lively foaming palate doles out green apple and 
lemon drop. It’s fresh, with bright acidity. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

87 Althéa 2016 Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 
Superiore). White spring flower and apple 

aromas lift out of the glass. On the palate, bracing 
acidity and brisk bubbles offset ripe pear and a hint 
of thyme. Noble Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

87 Andreola 2016 Rive di Col San Martino Brut 
26° Primo (Valdobbiadene Prosecco Supe-

riore). Aromas of ripe pear, yellow apple and a hint 
of almond follow over to the linear bone-dry palate. 
It’s exceedingly fresh, with brisk acidity and a vigor-
ous perlage. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

87 Astoria NV Dry (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 
Superiore). Scents of yellow stone fruit and 

white spring flower mingle in the glass. The vibrant 
palate offers crisp apple, yellow peach and citrus 
drop framed in firm acidity and a lively perlage. 
Prestige Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

87 Astoria 2016 Rive di Refrontolo Brut (Val-
dobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of 

spring flower, sage and yellow stone fruit lead the 
nose while the lively palate offers peach, apple and 
citrus. Racy acidity and lively bubbles provide the 
refreshing backdrop. Prestige Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

87 Borgoluce NV Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 
Superiore). This soft sparkler offers sen-

sations of green apple, white peach and a hint of 
lemon drop. Bright acidity gives it a refreshing fin-
ish. The Sorting Table. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

87 Brancher 2016 Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of spring wild-

flower and white stone fruit lead the nose while the 
foaming, off-dry palate doles out creamy yellow pear 
and candied citrus peel. Bright acidity lifts the rich 
flavors. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

87 Col Vetoraz 2016 Brut (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). White peach, honeysuckle 

and banana aromas carry over to the bright palate 
along with a citrusy note. It’s fresh and soft, with 
a foaming mousse. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

87 Col Vetoraz 2016 Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Honeysuckle and exotic 

fruit aromas leap from the glass while the somewhat 
sweet palate offers banana, white peach and a con-
fectionery note of candied lemon slice. It’s easygoing, 
with a frothy mousse. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

87 Drusian NV Brut (Valdobbiadene Prosecco 
Superiore). Aromas of wisteria and white 

stone fruit lead the nose. On the bright palate, brisk 
acidity and a lively perlage provide a racy backdrop 
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for yellow apple and citrusy notes. A hint of bitter 
almond marks the close. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

87 Drusian NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Floral notes of honeysuckle 

and acacia lead the nose. On the racy palate, brisk 
acidity and vigorous bubbles offset sweet white 
peach, candied citrus and green apple. Panebianco. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

87 Marsuret NV San Boldo Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). This invigorating spar-

kler opens with heady aromas of white peach and 
spring wild flower while the enjoyable palate offers 
green apple and candied lemon drop. Tangy acidity 
gives it a crisp finish. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

87 Maschio dei Cavalieri 2016 Rive di Colbertaldo 
(Valdobbiadene Prosecco Superiore). Honey-

suckle and tropical fruit aromas lead the nose while 
the vivacious palate offers honeydew melon, white 
peach and a hint of pineapple. Crisp acidity and a 
lively perlage invigorate the finish. Banfi Vintners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

87 Mionetto NV Luxury Collection (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). White flower 

and ripe pear aromas segue over to the racy palate 
along with tart apple and a hint of medicinal herb. 
It’s crisp, with brisk acidity, while a note of bitter 
almond marks the close. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

87 Soligo NV Col de Mez Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of fragrant 

spring flower and a whiff of pear emerge on this 
lively sparkler. The invigorating palate shows Ren-
net apple and citrus alongside crisp acidity and 
bracing bubbles. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

87 Sorelle Bronca NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Honeysuckle, honey-

dew melon and white-peach aromas follow through 
to the somewhat sweet palate along with a note of 
glazed orange zest. Fresh acidity lifts the rich can-
died flavors. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

86 Canella NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Aromas of acacia, bitter 

almond and mature yellow apple carry over to the 
easygoing off-dry palate along with a candied lemon 
drop note. It’s soft and simple, with a light mousse. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $21 

86 Cantina Progettidivini NV Brut (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). This easygoing 

sparkler opens with delicate scents of spring flower 
and a whiff of ripe orchard fruit. The lively palate 

shows peach, banana and pineapple alongside brisk 
acidity and a vigorous perlage. Sevillana Imports Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $NA 

86 Col di Rocca NV Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of green apple 

and Bartlett pear take center stage on this soft easy-
going sparkler. The foaming off-dry palate mirrors 
the nose, offering white orchard fruit and a hint of 
citrus drop. Vianello Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Ruggeri & C. NV Giall’oro Extra Dry (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). Citrus and 

orchard-fruit aromas lead the way. Reflecting the 
nose, the simple off-dry palate offers ripe pear and 
nectarine drop alongside bright acidity. WinesU. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

85 Canella 2016 Extra Dry (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco Superiore). Aromas of hazelnut and 

mature yellow apple follow over to the no-frills off-
dry palate along with a confectionery note. Crisp 
acidity and brisk bubbles provide a zesty backdrop. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

84 Bellenda NV Prima Cuvée Extra Dry (Valdob-
biadene Prosecco Superiore). This informal, 

slightly sweet sparkler offers yellow pear, glazed 
almond and candied-citrus flavors. Vigorous bub-
bles and brisk acidity make up the bracing back-
drop. Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

84 Le Vigne di Alice 2016 Doro Nature (Valdobbi-
adene Prosecco Superiore). Aromas of green 

apple, toasted almond and adhesive bandage carry 
over to the palate. It’s vigorous, with brisk acidity 
and a bitter finish. Porto Vino Italiano. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

VALDOBBIADENE PROSECCO

93 Ca’ dei Zago 2016 Col Fondo (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco). This lightly sparkling, terroir-

driven wine is loaded with soul and finesse. It’s 
ethereal and bone dry, with delicately alluring aro-
mas and flavors of white spring flower, ripe apple, 
Bartlett pear, citrus and Alpine herb. Crisp acid-
ity and a silky mousse provide balance and finesse 
while a mineral note energizes the focused finish. 
The sediment at the bottom of the bottle adds even 
more flavor to the last glass. Ethica Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

88 Adami 2016 Sul Lievito (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco). Aromas of orange peel, ripe 

stone fruit and a leesy whiff of yeast lead the nose. 
Refermented in the bottle, the semisparkling pal-
ate offers yellow apple, citrus and a drop of acacia 

honey alongside bright acidity. It finishes dry and 
crisp. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

88 Borgoluce NV Gaiante (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco). Delicate aromas of ripe orchard fruit 

and bread dough carry over to the dry but lightly 
effervescent palate along with Anjou pear and cit-
rus. Crisp acidity gives it a clean finish. The Sorting 
Table. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $24 

88 Sorelle Bronca NV Brut (Valdobbiadene Pro-
secco). Spring wild flower and green apple 

aromas lead the nose. The apple note follows over 
to the racy palate, joining white peach and citrus 
peel. Brisk acidity and a vivacious perlage offset the 
fruity flavors. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

87 La Tordera NV Brunei Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco). Easygoing and fresh, this delight-

ful sparkler has white flower and orchard-fruit aro-
mas. The soft, enjoyable palate offers suggestions 
of apple and pear alongside a foaming mousse. 
La Tordera USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

85 Le Vigne di Alice NV Fondo (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco). Fresh and simple, this slightly 

fizzy wine offers suggestions of yellow apple and cit-
rus. It’s dry, lean and brisk, with firm acidity. Porto 
Vino Italiano. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

PROSECCO TREVISO

89 Case Paolin NV Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). 
Citrus blossom, pear and a whiff of wild 

herb aromas carry over to the palate along with 
white peach and a hint of lemon drop. It’s bright 
and creamy, with lively acidity and a soft mousse. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

88 Giol 2016 Brut (Prosecco Treviso). Aromas of 
spring blossom, pear and a whiff of bread 

crust eventually emerge on this delicately scented 
wine. Crisp and clean, the effervescent palate 
evokes ripe yellow apple, white peach and a citrus 
note alongside vibrant acidity. Elegant, continuous 
bubbles dance through to the dry finish. The Triton 
Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

88 La Tordera 2016 Alnè Extra Dry (Prosecco 
Treviso). Creamy and refined, this offers 

aromas of fragrant wild flower, spring blossom and 
white stone fruit. The silky palate doles out white 
peach, yellow apple and candied lemon drop along-
side a foaming mousse and fresh acidity. La Tordera 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 
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88 Masottina NV Brut (Prosecco Treviso). Aro-
mas of wisteria, wild flower and citrus lead 

the way while the dry refreshing palate doles out 
yellow apple, Bartlett pear and lemon peel. It has a 
lively perlage while crisp gives it clean, bright finish. 
Gonzalez Byass USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

87 Drusian NV Col Fondo (Prosecco Treviso). 
Aromas of yellow apple and a yeasty whiff of 

bread crust lead the nose on this lightly sparkling, 
bottle-fermented wine. The aromas carry over to 
the crisp straightforward palate along with lime, a 
hint of almond and racy acidity. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

87 La Tordera 2016 Saomì Brut (Prosecco Tre-
viso). Aromas and flavors of green apple, pear 

and a hint of citrus drop come together on this bright 
easygoing sparkler. Lively acidity keeps it fresh. 
La Tordera USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

87 Marsuret NV Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). 
Green apple and ripe pear aromas follow 

over to the silky off-dry palate along with creamy 
white peach and a hint of candied nectarine peel. 
Fresh acidity enlivens the rich flavors. Ideal Wine 
and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

87 Masottina NV Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). 
Pretty scents of white spring flower and 

orchard fruit rise from the glass. The off-dry 
refreshing palate offers sweet white peach and can-
died citrus peel alongside bright acidity and a soft 
mousse. Gonzalez Byass USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

87 Ornella Molon NV Brut (Prosecco Treviso). 
Aromas of pring flower, gold apple and Anjou 

pear lead into the crisp refreshing palate along with 
a hint of nectarine. Tart acidity gives it a bright, 
juicy finish. Vivino. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

87 Perlage NV Sgàjo Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). 
Aromas of beeswax, pressed flower and yel-

low stone fruit take center stage. The off-dry silky 
palate doles out mature pear, yellow apple and 
candied nectarine zest framed in a soft mousse. 
It closes on a pleasantly bitter note. Chartrand 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

87 Spagnol NV Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). Flo-
ral aromas of wisteria and jasmine mingle 

with ripe orchard fruit. On the palate, bright acid-
ity lifts white peach, ripe pear and candied lemon 
drop. A silky mousse adds softness. Novovino Wine 
Company. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

86 Adami NV Garbèl Brut (Prosecco Treviso). 
Opening with aromas of ripe orchard fruit, 

this delightful, informal sparkler offers yellow 
apple, Bartlett pear and just a hint of beeswax. It’s 
fun and fresh, with brisk acidity and a lively perlage. 
Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

86 Cà di Rajo NV Prosecco Treviso. This viva-
cious sparkler has aromas of honeysuckle 

and exotic fruit. The bright simple palate offers 
white peach and green apple set against brisk bub-
bles and lively acidity. Terraneo Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

86 LaLuca NV Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). 
Here’s a light, refreshing sparkler that 

evokes ripe pear, white peach and a confectionery 
note. It’s easygoing, with bright acidity and a foam-
ing mousse. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

86 Mionetto NV Brut Prestige (Prosecco 
 Treviso). Fun and informal, this simple, 

lightly scented sparker has subtle aromas of apple 
that carry over to the racy palate along with a citrusy 
note. Brisk acidity gives it a crisp finish. Mionetto 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

86 Ornella Molon NV Extra Dry (Prosecco 
 Treviso). Aromas of yellow wild flower, pear 

and grapefruit follow over to the simple off-dry pal-
ate along with apple and a candied lemon note. Racy 
acidity refreshes the rich flavors. Superior Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

86 Ruggeri & C. NV Argeo Brut (Prosecco Treviso). 
Here’s a crisp, no-frills sparkler that offers 

yellow apple and pear flavors. It’s invigorating, with 
brisk acidity and vivacious bubbles.  WinesU. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

86 Villa Sandi NV Il Fresco Brut (Prosecco Tre-
viso). Fun and quenching, this crisp, infor-

mal sparkler delivers ripe green apple and pear 
flavors. Vibrant acidity gives it a clean finish. Folio 
Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

85 Astoria NV Extra Dry (Prosecco Treviso). 
Simple and refreshing, this slightly sweet 

wine has aromas and flavors of banana, green apple 
and candied citrus peel. A soft mousse backs up the 
rich fruit. Prestige Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

85 Montelvini NV Brut (Prosecco Treviso). Deli-
cate scents of Rennet apple and Bartlett 

pear lead to the lively, somewhat lean palate. It’s 
simple but also crisp and clean. Good Company 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

85 The Vinum NV Le Bollicine (Prosecco Treviso). 
Fun and refreshing, this über-simple spar-

kler offers green apple and grapefruit sensations. 
Racy acidity and vivacious bubbles keep it crisp and 
informal. Topochines Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

PROSECCO

91 Albino Armani NV Casa Belfi Col Fondo (Pro-
secco). Yeasty aromas of bread dough, toasted 

hazelnut, pressed wild flower and an earthy whiff 
of brimstone follow over to the crisp palate along 
with citrus and yellow apple. Made with grapes cul-
tivated according to biodynamic farming practices 
and fermented with wild yeasts, it’s a fascinating 
expression of Prosecco. Mise. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $20 

91 Pizzolato 2016 Fields Brut (Prosecco). Made 
entirely with organic grapes, this delicately 

sparkling wine boasts enticing scents of white 
spring flower, beeswax and pear. The vibrant, ethe-
real palate is loaded with finesse, offering Rennet 
apple, lemon and mineral alongside crisp acidity 
and a light, elegant perlage. Natural Merchants LLC. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

89 Pizzolato NV No Sulfites Added (Prosecco). 
Made with organically farmed grapes, this 

boasts alluring aromas of white stone fruit, citrus 
blossom and a whiff of bread crust. The aromas 
carry over to the crisp palate along with yellow 
apple, white peach, lemon and toasted hazelnut. It 
has bright acidity and pleasantly bitter finish. Natu-
ral Merchants LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $16 

88 Le Contesse NV Single Frementation (Pro-
secco). Heady aromas of honeysuckle, white 

peach and green apple carry through to the vibrant 
palate along with lemon zest. It boasts crisp acid-
ity and a lively perlage that lead to a dry refreshing 
close. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

88 Pizzolato NV Stefany Extra Dry (Prosecco). 
Aromas of ripe white stone fruit and a whiff 

of toasted nut lift out of the glass. Mirroring the nose, 
the lively foaming palate doles out white peach, pear, 
glazed almond and citrus zest. Bright acidity lifts the 
rich flavors. Natural Merchants LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

88 Tenuta Cà Bolani NV Brut (Prosecco). Here’s 
a lively sparkler loaded with scents of apple 

and pear. The aromas carry over to the vibrant pal-
ate along with lemon and lime. Crisp acidity and a 
continuous perlage lead into a dry refreshing close. 
Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

87 Albino Armani NV 1607 Extra Dry (Prosecco). 
Lively and fresh, this off-dry wine doles out 

ripe green apple, candied lemon slice and peach fla-
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vors alongside a frothy mousse. Bright acidity lifts 
the rich flavors. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

87 BiancaVigna NV Brut (Prosecco). Refreshing, 
fun and refined, this crowd-pleasing spar-

kler offers ripe Bartlett pear, green apple and a hint 
of nectarine drop. Crisp acidity and a lively perlage 
give it a vibrant edge. Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

87 Bisol NV Jeio (Prosecco). Green apple and 
fragrant spring-blossom aromas leap out of 

the glass while the enjoyable palate delivers creamy 
white peach, citrus and pear. It’s bright and charm-
ing, with crisp acidity and a foaming mousse. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

87 De Stefani 2016 Col Fondo (Prosecco). Aro-
mas of bread crust and lime follow over to 

the lean bone-dry palate along with a suggestion of 
pear. It’s lightly sparkling and crisp, with some brisk 
acidity. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

87 De Stefani 2016 Extra Dry (Prosecco). Honey-
suckle, almond and orchard-fruit aromas 

take center stage. On the off-dry palate, fresh acid-
ity brightens green apple, white peach and a citrusy 
note backed by a soft perlage. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

87 Gino Fasoli 2016 Tasi Brut (Prosecco). 
Honey suckle and orchard-fruit aromas lead 

the nose while the bright enjoyable palate offers 
ripe pear, green apple and candied citrus peel. It’s 
easygoing, with fresh acidity and soft continuous 
bubbles. M&M Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

87 Mionetto NV Prestige Organic Extra Dry 
(Prosecco). This opens with aromas of ripe 

orchard fruit and pressed acacia flower. Made with 
organically grown grapes, the off-dry palate shows 
candied nectarine drop and mature yellow apple 
alongside bright acidity. Mionetto USA. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

87 Val d’Oca 2016 Millesimato Extra Dry (Pro-
secco). Delicate scents of spring flower and 

white peach follow through to the soft foaming pal-
ate along with green apple and a hint of candied 
nectarine drop. Bright acidity gives it a fresh finish. 
Solstars. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $11 

86 Andreola NV Vérv Extra Dry (Prosecco). Aro-
mas of exotic fruit carry over to the off-dry 

palate along with white stone fruit, candied citrus 
peel and a note of glazed pastry. Fresh acidity lifts 
the rich flavors. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

86 Avissi NV Prosecco. Citrus, spring blossom 
and apple aromas follow over to the straight-

forward easygoing palate along with peach and a 
candied note. Lively acidity provides the backdrop. 
Trinchero Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $17 

86 Biasotto NV Prosecco. This easygoing spar-
kler has aromas of honeysuckle and apple 

that carry on to the off-dry palate along with mature 
yellow peach and candied lemon drop. It’s simple 
but well made. Simply Stated Wines, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

86 Bisol NV Belstar Brut (Prosecco). Intensely 
floral aromas of white and yellow spring 

flower lead the way on this light and fragrant spar-
kler. The rather lean racy palate isn’t quite as expres-
sive as the nose but still offers green pear and tart 
apple alongside firm acidity. Multiple U.S. importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

86 Bocelli NV Terre Gaie Extra Dry (Prosecco). 
This fresh simple sparkler opens with aro-

mas of jasmine and a whiff of citrus. On the soft pal-
ate, tangy acidity lifts apple, white peach and a hint 
of glazed lemon peel. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $16 

86 Caposaldo NV Brut (Prosecco). Opening with 
subtle aromas of white flower, this lively 

straightforward sparkler doles out yellow apple and 
citrus zest. Crisp acidity gives it a refreshing finish. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

86 Cavit NV Lunetta (Prosecco). Fun and 
refreshing, this vivacious sparkler boasts 

white peach, banana and pineapple flavors along-
side invigorating bubbles. Vibrant acidity gives it a 
crisp finish. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

86 De Stefani 2016 Brut Nature (Prosecco). Fun 
and fresh, this easygoing sparkler offers 

aromas and flavors suggesting pineapple, green 
apple and grapefruit. It’s crisp, dry and refreshing, 
with racy acidity. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $24 

86 Gino Fasoli NV Brut (Prosecco). Aromas of 
spring wild flower and white stone fruit lead 

the nose on this straightforward offering. The simple 
palate offers yellow apple and pear alongside brisk 
bubbles and crisp acidity. M&M Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

86 Ménage à Trois NV Dry (Prosecco). Here’s a 
fun bubbly with delicate aromas of white 

flower and a suggestion of rosemary. Simple but well 
made, the refreshing palate offers creamy yellow 
apple and a candied hint of lemon drop. Trinchero 
Family Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

86 Piera Martellozzo 2016 075 Carati Brut (Pro-
secco). Stone fruit and citrus aromas jump 

out of the glass. Reflecting the nose, the lively palate 
offers green apple, candied lemon peel and a confec-
tionery note alongside brisk acidity and invigorat-
ing bubbles. It’s simple but well made. The House 
of Burgundy. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

86 Tommasi NV Filo Dora (Prosecco). Here’s a 
fun, informal sparkler with green apple and 

lemon zest flavors. Crisp acidity and a lively perlage 
give it a crisp refreshing finish. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

86 Zonin NV Cuvée 1821 Brut (Prosecco). Heady 
aromas of peach and exotic fruit carry over 

to the refreshing palate along with a citrusy note. 
It has a lively perlage while crisp acidity gives it a 
clean refreshing finish. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

85 Acinum NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). Stone fruit 
and honeysuckle aromas lead the nose while 

the simple off-dry palate doles out green apple, peach 
and candied citrus peel. It’s fresh and informal, with 
bright acidity. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

85 Alberto Nani NV Organic Extra Dry (Prosecco). 
Fun and informal, this extremely simple 

sparkler offers flavors of white peach, citrus and 
confectionery note. It’s bright and foamy, with fresh 
acidity. Enovation Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

85 Bolla NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). Here’s an 
informal off-dry sparkler offering sugges-

tions of apple and pear. It’s fresh and simple, with 
crisp acidity. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

85 Candoni NV Brut (Prosecco). Refreshing and 
fun, this simple informal sparkler has aro-

mas and flavors suggesting green apple, Anjou pear 
and a hint of lemon zest. It’s brisk and bright, with 
invigorating bubbles. Arel Group Wine and Spirits 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

85 Canella NV Brut (Prosecco). Aromas of 
toasted almond and yellow apple follow 

over to the lean vivacious palate along with citrus 
zest. It’s simple and refreshing, with crisp acidity 
and a vigorous perlage. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

85 Cantine Maschio NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). 
This opens with aromas of honeysuckle and 

yellow stone fruit. On the simple off-dry palate, 
fresh acidity backs up ripe apricot and sweet white 
peach. Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 
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85 Casa Girelli NV Canaletto Brut (Prosecco). 
Aromas of ripe orchard fruit lead the nose 

on this easygoing sparkler. The bright simple palate 
offers green apple and lemon zest alongside fresh 
acidity and lively bubbles. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

85 Lamberti NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). Light and 
informal, this simple sparkler offers sugges-

tions of candied citrus peel and yellow apple. Bright 
acidity refreshes the finish. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

85 Lovo 2016 Prosecco. Aromas of white spring 
flower and citrus zest rise out of the glass 

while the palate offers ripe yellow apple and a note 
of candied lemon drop. Foaming bubbles provide a 
soft backdrop. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

85 Piera Martellozzo NV Blu Giovello Extra Dry 
(Prosecco). This light simple sparkler offers 

aromas and flavors of apple, pear and candied citrus 
zest. Bright acidity refreshes the finish. The House 
of Burgundy. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

85 Piera Martellozzo NV Giade Extra Dry (Pro-
secco). Aromas of mature apple and acacia 

carry through to the simple palate along with a hint 
of pineapple. It’s fresh and informal, with bright 
acidity. The House of Burgundy. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $21 

85 Tenuta Polvaro NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). This 
easygoing sparkler offers subdued aromas 

suggesting white flower and a whiff of white stone 
fruit. The simple lively palate offers yellow apple 
and a slightly candied citrusy note alongside firm 
acidity and vivacious steely bubbles. Arel Group 
Wine and Spirits Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

85 Vinopera Bervini 2016 1955 Extra Dry (Pro-
secco). On this brisk informal wine, a hint 

of medicinal herb joins apple and citrus-peel flavors. 
It’s vigorous, with firm acidity and bracing bubbles. 
Wine Trees. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

85 Voga NV Prosecco. Simple and fresh, this 
informal sparkler has light aromas of citrus 

and apple. The aromas carry over to the crisp palate 
along with brisk bubbles. Enovation Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $15 

84 Adria Vini NV Mirabello (Prosecco). Aromas 
of nut and yellow apple skin follow over to 

the lean palate along with brisk acidity. It’s vigor-
ous, with steely bubbles. Boutinot USA, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

84 Amore di Amanti NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). 
Here’s an extremely simple, slightly sweet 

sparkler that offers suggestions of white peach, pear 
and a candied note. Fresh acidity gives the finish a 
slight boost. Enovation Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

84 Cavazza NV Prosecco. Acacia flower, almond 
and yellow apple aromas carry through to 

the lean, simple palate along with a confectionery 
note. Pour this at informal get-togethers. —K.O. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $14 

84 Cavazza NV Brut (Prosecco). Here’s an 
extremely simple sparkler with a shy nose 

and flavors suggesting acacia, apple and a hint of 
green melon. Brisk acidity provides the backdrop. 
FX Magner Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

84 Le Vigne di Alice 2016 Damàn Extra Dry (Pro-
secco). This simple off-dry sparkler has 

sweet peach, green apple and candied nectarine 
flavors. It’s vigorous, with zesty acidity and brisk 
bubbles. Porto Vino Italiano. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

84 Nobilissima NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). This 
extremely simple off-dry sparkler has light 

floral scents and flavors of mature yellow apple and 
canned pineapple. Brisk acidity and vigorous bubbles 
offer an edgy backdrop. Guarachi Wine Partners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

83 Carletto NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). This 
extremely simple sparkler has subdued aro-

mas suggesting adhesive bandage that carry over to 
the lean, brisk palate along with freshly squeezed 
lemon and a candied note. It’s tart, with bracing 
acidity and vigorous bubbles. Arel Group Wine and 
Spirits Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

83 Cavicchioli NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). This 
über-simple sparkler has an extremely shy 

nose while the diluted off-dry palate offers mere 
suggestions of tropical fruit and a confectionery 
note. Brisk bubbles provide the backdrop. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

TRENTO

94 Maso Martis 2012 Dosaggio Zero Riserva 
(Trento). Here’s a stunning sparkler that 

opens with delicately enticing scents of white spring 
blossom, ripe orchard fruit and a hint of Alpine 
herb. A blend of 70% Pinot Nero and 30% Char-
donnay, the crisp bone-dry palate delivers mature 
apple, tart citrus, bread crust and mineral. Bright 
acidity lends freshness while a creamy perlage gives 
it tons of finesse. Solstars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $67 

93 Maso Martis 2013 Extra Brut Riserva Rosé 
(Trento). Made entirely with Pinot Nero, 

this boasts apple, bread crust and toasted hazelnut 
aromas that follow through to the smooth silky pal-
ate along with an orange-zest note. Crisp acidity 
lifts the creamy flavors. Delicious. Solstars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

92 Maso Martis 2011 Brut Riserva (Trento). A 
blend of 70% Pinot Nero and 30% Char-

donnay, this has aromas of lemon pastry, toasted 
bread crust and a whiff of yellow apple. The aro-
mas carry over to the linear focused palate along 
with citrus zest, a hint of hazelnut and an elegant 
mousse. Solstars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

90 Maso Martis 2007 Madame Martis (Trento). 
Aromas of toasted hazelnut, yeast and aca-

cia honey lift out of the glass. The round creamy pal-
ate offers mature yellow apple, brioche and bread 
crust alongside an elegant mousse. A saline note 
wraps up the finish. Solstars. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $170 

OTHER SPARKLING WINES

91 Mongarda NV Col Fondo (Colli Trevigiani). Cit-
rus, Alpine herb and green-apple aromas carry 

through to the vibrant linear palate along with lemon 
zest, Anjou pear and a yeasty hint of bread crust. It’s 
extremely refreshing, with crisp acidity a dry finish. 
David Bowler Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

87 Stella Rosa NV Imperiale Fior d’Arancio Orange 
Moscato (Colli Euganei). Aromas of white 

rose, sage, citrus and grapefruit carry over to the pal-
ate along with ripe peach and orange zest. It’s semi-
sweet and lightly sparkling, with a slightly sweet fin-
ish and a frothy mousse. San Antonio Winery. —K.O. 
abv: 6% Price: $NA 

ALTO ADIGE

91 Alois Lageder 2016 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Beautiful aromas of creamy apple, white 

flower and ripe pear carry over to the bright deli-
cious palate along with a hint of lemon zest. Crisp 
acidity lifts the lingering finish. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

90 Alois Lageder 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of white flower and ripe orchard 

fruit lead the way. The creamy palate doles out crisp 
apple, Bartlett pear and a hint of lemon zest along-
side fresh acidity. It closes clean and crisp. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

89 Nals Margreid 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Delicately scented, this opens with 
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aromas of white flower and a whiff of orchard fruit. 
The fresh palate offers lemon and pear alongside 
bright acidity and a tangy hint of crushed oyster 
shell. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

COLLIO

93 Raccaro 2015 Rolat Friulano (Collio). Fresh, 
elegant and well structured, this gorgeous 

white offers heady aromas of spring wild flower, 
white stone fruit, citrus and an inviting whiff of 
toasted nut. It’s bright and savory, delivering yel-
low apple, nectarine drop and almond while a saline 
note wraps around the lingering finish. Jan D’Amore 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Muzic 2015 Chardonnay (Collio). This gor-
geous white opens with scents suggesting 

white flower, orchard fruit, lemon pastry and a 
whiff of wet stone. The creamy palate delivers yel-
low apple, lemon zest, bitter almond and a savory 
mineral note. It’s supremely elegant and surpris-
ingly fresh for the vintage. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

91 Castello di Spessa 2015 Pinot Bianco (Collio). 
Alluring scents of white flower and beeswax 

fill the glass. Smooth and full bodied, the rich pal-
ate doles out ripe apple and pear set against a round 
polished texture. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Primosic 2011 Klin (Collio). Made with Sau-
vignon, Chardonnay, Ribolla Gialla and Fri-

ulano, this opens with aromas of toast, hazelnut, 
mature stone fruit, Mediterranean herb and a whiff 
of coffee. The firm palate boasts both structure and 
finesse, offering ripe yellow apple, pear, crystallized 
ginger and lemon drop. It closes on a note of bitter 
almond. Drink through 2021. Deutsch Family Wine 
and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Borgo Conventi 2015 Sauvignon (Collio). 
Enticing aromas of yellow stone fruit, 

aromatic herb and tomato vine take center stage. 
Round, ripe and delicious, the juicy palate pres-
ents yellow peach, grapefruit and lemon drop while 
a mineral note energizes the finish. Constellation 
Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Alessio Komjanc 2015 Friulano (Collio). Aro-
mas of acacia flower, toasted nut and graph-

ite lead the nose on this serious white. The structured 
palate offers mature yellow apple, honey, orange zest 
and almond alongside soft acidity. It closes on a 
lemon drop note. CV Tuscany Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Attems 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). This opens 
with aromas of white spring flower, citrus 

and a hint of thyme. The juicy palate doles out yel-
low peach, tomato vine and a hazelnut note along-
side bright acidity. Enjoy soon. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

89 Livon 2015 Valbuins Sauvignon (Collio). 
Classic varietal aromas of tropical fruit, 

elderflower, tomato vine and a whiff of hay jump 
out of the glass. Ripe and tangy, the outgoing palate 
delivers grapefruit, yellow peach, honeydew melon 
and notion of dried herb. An oyster-shell note on 
the close adds interest. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Ronco Blanchis 2015 Friulano (Collio). 
Toasted nut and yellow apple aromas segue 

over to the ripe structured palate along with citrus 
peel and graphite. A hazelnut note closes the linger-
ing finish. Lemma Wine Co Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Ronco Blanchis 2015 White (Collio). A blend 
of Friulano, Chardonnay and Sauvignon, 

this opens with aromas evoking toast, butter-
scotch, aromatic herb and graphite. The rounded 
palate offers dried yellow apple, crushed thyme, 
lemon peel and a hint of salty mineral. It closes on 
a pleasantly bitter almond note. Lemma Wine Co. 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

89 Villa Russiz NV Les Enfants (Collio). Honey-
suckle, citrus blossom and white stone fruit 

aromas take center stage. On the rounded palate, 
fresh acidity brightens beeswax, white peach and 
Bartlett pear. A bitter almond note wraps up the 
finish. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Ferruccio Sgubin 2015 Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Made entirely with Ribolla Gialla, this has 

aromas of Abate Fetel pear and white spring flower. 
The fresh savory palate offers yellow peach, lemon 
zest and a pleasant note of bitter almond alongside 
bright acidity. Bacchus Cellar. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Livon 2015 Soluna Malvasia (Collio). This 
opens with aromas of toasted oak, citrus 

peel and a whiff of chopped dill. The aromas carry 
over to the round full-bodied palate along with yel-
low apple and a hint of ginger while a saline note 
lifts the close. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Venica & Venica 2015 Pètris Malvar (Collio). 
Aromas of citrus and yellow stone fruit waft 

out of the glass along with a whiff of nut. The ripe 
rounded palate mirrors the nose, doling out dried 
apricot, tangerine peel and a hint of bitter almond. 
Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

87 Masut da Rive 2016 Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Bright and savory, this wine opens with 

heady scents of white spring flower and yellow 
stone fruit. The light and refreshing palate offers 
white peach and lemon zest alongside crisp acidity. 
Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

87 Miklus 2014 Malvasia (Collio). Deeply gold-
colored, this opens with aromas of oak, bread 

crust and toasted nut. The scents carry over to the 
lean palate along with hints of overripe orange peel, 
a suggestion of dried apricot and a dollop of vanilla. 
Drink now to capture the remaining fruit and fresh-
ness. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

87 Tenuta di Angoris 2014 Giulio Locatelli Riserva 
(Collio). Made with 60% Friulano, 30% Sau-

vignon and 10% Malvasia, this opens with aromas 
of ripe Golden Delicious apple, vanilla and hay. The 
straightforward palate offers pink grapefruit and 
toasted almond alongside fresh acidity. MS Walker. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

84 La Bellanotte 2015 Lis Surs Turbiana (Collio). 
The nose doesn’t give much away but with 

effort you can detect a subdued hint of yellow-apple 
skin and dried thyme. The lean palate is diluted, 
offering suggestions of lemon rind and saline. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

82 La Bellanotte 2015 Pinot Grigio (Collio). 
Aromas suggesting damp earth and crushed 

gravel lead the nose while the extremely diluted, 
short palate shows the barest hint of lemon juice. 
This is about as basic as a wine can be. USA Wine 
West. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

SOAVE

90 Balestri Valda 2014 Vigneto Sengialta 
(Soave Classico). Aromas of pressed hon-

eysuckle and orchard fruit lead the nose while the 
vibrant savory palate doles out ripe peach, yellow 
apple and a hint of lemon zest. An almond note 
lends a pleasantly bitter finish. Terroir Society 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Cantina del Castello 2015 Soave Classico. 
This opens with subtle aromas suggesting 

wild flower and orchard fruit. Round and ripe, the 
palate shows tropical fruit, pineapple and citrus 
peel alongside a saline note. Petit Pois. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Guerrieri Rizzardi 2015 Soave Classico. 
Lovely and fresh, this wine opens with 

heady scents of beeswax, wild flower and apple. The 
bright palate offers ripe pear, creamy peach and cit-
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rus alongside bright acidity and light mineral note. 
AP Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

88 Inama 2015 Vigneti di Foscarino (Soave 
Classico). Subdued aromas of ripe orchard 

fruit and pressed yellow flower slowly take shape on 
this. The big soft palate shows ripe apricot, candied 
lemon drop and a buttery note. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Monte del Frà 2015 Soave Classico. This 
straightforward white opens with aromas 

of chamomile flower and mature orchard fruit that 
carry over to the ripe simple palate along with yel-
low apple. A hint of dried herb marks the close. 
Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 La Cappuccina 2015 San Brizio (Soave). The 
nose isn’t very expressive but eventually 

yields subdued whiffs of toasted oak and honey. On 
the shy palate, suggestions of mature apple, lemon 
drop and a briny note come through before a rather 
abrupt finish. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

85 Pagani 2014 Soave Classico. This offers aro-
mas of yellow stone fruit and pressed acacia 

flower. On the lean palate, racy acidity frames sug-
gestions of yellow apple skin, lime and salty mineral 
while a bitter almond note marks the close. Bakkhos 
Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Borgo San Daniele 2015 Malvasia (Isonzo 
del Friuli). Vibrant and loaded with finesse, 

this delicious linear white boasts alluring scents 
of white wild flower, citrus and apple. The fresh 
medium-bodied palate delivers nectarine, lemon 
drop, pear and a hint of ginger. A savory mineral 
note reminiscent of saline energizes the lingering 
finish. Uva Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

91 Borgo San Daniele 2015 Rive Alte Friulano 
(Isonzo del Friuli). Heady scents of elder-

flower, ripe stone fruit and dried chamomile lift 
out of the glass. The medium-bodied savory palate 
delivers creamy white peach, mature apple, citrus 
and mineral. A nutty note wraps up the lingering 
finish. Uva Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

91 Tiefenbrunner 2016 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). White spring blossom and citrus 

aromas waft out of the glass. On the palate, crisp 
acidity brightens creamy apple, pear and tangerine 
zest. It’s quite simply crisp and delicious. Leonardo 

LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

91 Ronco del Gelso 2015 Rive Alte Sottomonte 
Sauvignon (Friuli Isonzo). Elderflower, hay, 

exotic fruit and tomato vine aromas leap out of the 
glass. The bright delicious palate shows honeydew 
melon, creamy white peach and grapefruit. Fresh 
acidity lifts the rich juicy flavors. Palermo Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Ronco del Gelso 2015 Rive Alte Pinot Grigio 
(Friuli Isonzo). Aromas of citrus blossom, 

white stone fruit and a whiff of wet flint float from 
the glass. Fresh and savory, the juicy palate delivers 
ripe Bartlett pear, yellow apple, nectarine and lemon 
drop alongside bright acidity. Notes of almond and 
ginger add depth. Palermo Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Miklus 2011 Natural Art Ribolla Gialla (Delle 
Venezie). Deep-amber colored, this orange 

wine has aromas of sunbaked earth, brimstone, 
overripe orange zest and pressed wild flower. The 
lean but lively palate offers dried nectarine slices, 
toasted almond and a hint of dried apricot alongside 
bright acidity. A salty note closes the finish. While 
lovers of orange wine might embrace this, it’s defi-
nitely not for everyone. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

RECIOTO DI SOAVE

92 Gini 2011 Col Foscarin (Recioto di Soave Clas-
sico). Made with dried Garganega grapes, 

this opens with heady aromas of passion fruit, dried 
nectarine slices and candied lemon. Concentrated 
and juicy, the delicious palate doles out peach jam, 
acacia honey and pastry alongside bright acidity 
that adds freshness. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $36/375 ml 

91 Coffele 2015 Le Sponde (Recioto di Soave 
Classico). This opens with aromas of dried 

yellow peach, white flower and ripe pear. Made with 
dried Garganega grapes, the savory palate delivers 
dried tangerine, apricot jam and a touch of caramel. 
It has good length and fresh acidity. Haw River Wine 
Man. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $43/500 ml 

89 La Cappuccina 2013 Arzimo (Recioto di 
Soave). Aromas of pressed spring flower, 

peach blossom and yellow stone fruit take cen-
ter stage. The dense full-bodied palate offers ripe 
yellow plum, dried apricot and rosemary honey. 
Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28/500 ml 

89 Trabucchi d’Illasi 2007 Recioto di Soave. 
This opens with aromas of candied ginger, 

mature yellow peach and toast. Made with dried 

Garganega grapes, the dense palate delivers dried 
apricot, acacia honey and a touch of toasted almond. 
Caroline Debbané Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23/375 ml 

88 Ca’ Rugate 2014 La Perlara (Recioto di 
Soave). Made with dried Garganega grapes, 

this has delicate aromas suggesting dried white flow-
ers, ripe fig and a whiff of cake spice. The rounded 
palate offers mature apricot, acacia honey and light 
touch of cinnamon. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31/500 ml 

88 Villa Canestrari 2011 Alesium (Recioto di 
Soave). Made with 95% Garganega and 5% 

Chardonnay, this has aromas of maple syrup, dried 
white flower and candied orange zest. The round 
palate doles out dried apricot, candied tangerine 
and acacia honey. Nawrocki Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44/500 ml 

OTHER SWEET WINES

90 Russiz Superiore 2012 Horus (Venezia 
Giulia). A blend of 90% Picolit, 5% Sau-

vignon and 5% Friulano, this opens with aromas 
that recall dried yellow peach, candied ginger and 
a hint of exotic spice. Made with dried grapes, the 
rich creamy palate delivers apricot jam, baked pear 
and hint of acacia honey. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $44/375 ml 

89 Ronco del Gelso 2013 Aur Traminer Passito 
Traminer (Delle Venezie). Made entirely with 

dried Traminer grapes, this offers aromas of honey-
suckle, lychee and mango. The aromas follow over 
to the sweet rounded palate together with acacia 
honey notes. Palermo Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

SPAIN
RIBERA DEL DUERO

92 Marqués de la Concordia 2011 HZ Abascal 
Vineyard (Ribera del Duero). Ripe, earthy 

aromas of baked berry fruits, cassis and licorice lead 
to a chewy, stout palate. Oaky flavors of ripe black-
berry and cassis are rooty and leathery, while this 
tastes of chocolate and fig on a broad finish. Drink 
through 2023. The Haciendas-Company. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

91 Díaz Bayo 2011 Francisco Díaz Bayo Reserva 
(Ribera del Duero). Raisin and prune aromas 

are components of the nose on this ripe Ribera del 
Duero that offers additional notes of fig and choco-
late. A fleshy, thick palate deals earthy black-fruit, 
prune and spicy flavors prior to a chunky, chewy 
finish. Drink through 2024. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 
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90 Protos 2012 Reserva (Ribera del Duero). A 
smoky, charred nose includes notes of bak-

ing spice, chocolate and black-fruit scents. A tight, 
solid palate of firm tannins and a lot of oak tastes 
charred, spicy and ripe. On the finish, oak is out 
front but this has the body and depth to handle it. 
Drink 2018–2023. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

89 Xavier Flouret 2012 Pavo Real (Ribera del 
Duero). Earthy black-fruit aromas include 

notes of cigar box. This feels tight and acidic, but 
with plenty of oak. Flavors of woodspice and vanilla 
are more dominant than plum and berry notes, 
while this is thick but not entirely thorough on the 
finish. Cognac One, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

RIOJA

94 Remelluri 2011 Granja Gran Reserva (Rioja). 
Alluring aromas of tree bark, licorice root, 

rose petal and ripe black fruit are light on oak and 
elegant. This is a touch grabby and young in feel, but 
overall it’s showing balance. Deep flavors of plum, 
cherry, wild berry and vanilla finish finessed by a 
balance of weight and acidity. Drink from 2019–
2032. De Maison Selections, Inc. Cellar Selection. 
—M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $95 

92 CVNE 2012 Viña Real Reserva (Rioja). Com-
pact, almost gritty aromas of tree bark and 

herbal berry fruits require time to breathe. After 
necessary airing, this is elegant and fresh on the 
palate, but full in body. Herbal plum and berry fla-
vors are leathery, spicy and suggest tomato as this 
transitions to a firm, racy finish. Drink through 
2020. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

91 Coto de Imaz 2012 Reserva (Rioja). Classic 
Rioja aromas of earthy berry, cassis and rai-

sin along with cocoa and dry spice notes announce a 
ripe wine with complexity. A dense palate with good 
acidity sets the stage for baked berry, cassis and rai-
sin flavors. This Tempranillo is earthy and smooth 
on the finish. Drink through 2020. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Remelluri 2010 Reserva (Rioja). A compact 
bouquet with dense aromas of leafy berry 

fruits and compost is not entirely fresh and pure. 
On the palate, this is packed with pulpy fruit, but 
there’s isn’t much nuance. Short, stocky berry, 
plum and spice flavors finish fleshy but a touch 
leafy and abrasive. Drink through 2028. De Maison 
Selections, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

91 Rioja Vega 2012 Reserva Estate Bottled 
(Rioja). Lightly astringent cherry and berry 

aromas are intriguing and complex. This eases 
across the palate with weight and ripeness prior to 
baked berry, cassis and prune flavors. Earthiness 
becomes a more dominant characteristic the longer 
this sits. Drink through 2021. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Rioja Vega 2008 Gran Reserva Edición Lim-
itada (Rioja). Aromas of cola, raisin and 

cassis are ripe and chunky. A sinewy palate dis-
plays raisiny flatness, while this is oaky tasting 
on the surface and more spicy, rubbery and fruity 
underneath. Flavors of tobacco and wood spice fin-
ish tight, with bright acidity keeping things lively. 
Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Alberto Orte 2008 La Antigua Clásico 
Reserva (Rioja). Rooty aromas of sarsparilla 

mix with red-fruit tones on the subtle nose. This 
aged Rioja is showing hard tannins and choppy acid-
ity in support of herbal, leafy plum and red currant 
flavors. Tomato, herb and plum flavors stick out on 
a traditional, high-acid finish. Ole Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Beronia 2008 Gran Reserva Tempranillo-
Graciano-Mazuelo (Rioja). Tea and root beer 

aromas carry a slight rubber slant. A choppy, angu-
lar palate is home to savory oak, berry and plum 
flavors. On the finish, olive and herbal fruit flavors 
are propped up by live-wire acidity. Drink this long-
laster through 2024. Gonzalez Byass USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

90 Sierra Cantabria 2014 Garnacha (Rioja). For 
full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

89 Alberto Orte 2013 Sierra de la Demanda 
(Rioja). This blend of 75% Garnacha, 20% 

Tempranillo and 5% Viura opens with oaky aromas 
of cigar box, floral notes and raisin. A snappy, fresh 
palate reflects high elevation and a north-facing 
vineyard exposure, while this tastes oaky and of 
herbal currant and raspberry. A spicy finish of dried 
red-fruit notes and a saucy snap fits into the tra-
ditional mode for Rioja. Drink through 2021. Ole 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

88 Palacio de Primavera 2012 Reserva (Rioja). 
Raisin aromas could use a bit more lift and 

freshness. This Rioja feels grabby due to rubbery 
tannins. Soupy, slightly herbal berry flavors fin-
ish on chocolaty notes but also a choppy sense of 
roughness. Votto Vines Importing. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Palacios Remondo 2012 Propiedad Garnacha 
(Rioja). This Rioja Baja Garnacha is earthy 

on the nose, with aromas of stewed berry fruits, 
tomato and raisin. The palate is livelier than the 
aromas, but this still feels a bit heavy and stewed. 
Flavors of vanilla, root beer and saucy berry fruits 

lack pop on a finish that seems to be tiring. Folio 
Fine Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Fernández Gómez 2014 Garnacha Garnacha 
(Rioja). Medicinal aromas of berry fruits 

and latex are woody and floral. Flavors of plum and 
currant are more raw than lush, while this tastes 
of tomato and feels crisp on the finish. Elixir Wine 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

87 Oxer Basteguieta 2014 Suzzane Garnacha 
(Rioja). Raisiny aromas are accompanied 

by a chocolate note on the nose. This Garnacha is 
rough and punchy on the palate, with tart currant 
and plum flavors that run counter to the nose. Prior 
to an abrasive but energetic finish, this tastes herbal 
and oaky. Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

86 Livius 2008 Garnacha Garnacha (Rioja). A 
nose with oxidized baked-fruit aromas con-

firms that this 2008 is on the back side of its run. 
A jammy, reduced palate houses squeaky tannins 
and leads to a flavor profile ruled by raisiny, stewed 
berry fruits. Prune and baking-spice flavors control 
a soft, mature finish. Ecosur Group, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

86 Ramón Bilbao 2014 Garnacha (Rioja). A 
heavily charred nose smells downright 

burnt. This Garnacha is tannic and oaky, with 
charred flavors of clove, black plum, toast and wood 
resin. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

JUMILLA

90 Baica 2015 Barricado Organic Monastrell 
(Jumilla). Intense aromas of inky, leathery 

black fruits announce a full, saturated palate that’s 
bolstered by tartaric acidity. Plum, blackberry, raw 
oak and salty flavors are chocolaty on a finish. Drink 
through 2019. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

90 Baica 2015 La Finca Selección Monastrell 
Monastrell (Jumilla). Oaky, concentrated 

black-fruit aromas feature notes of graphite and 
savory earth. This Monastrell is deep, jammy and 
textured on a full-bodied palate. Spicy oak and 
black-plum flavors finish toasty, with hints of bak-
ing spices and dried herbs. Drink through 2019. Tri-
Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

81 Finca Bacara 2015 Time Waits For No One 
Monastrell (Jumilla). If time waits for no one, 

don’t wait for this. A blocky, jumbled nose of charred 
and baked black fruits is rustic and off-base. Clove, 
all-spice and other savory flavors dominate a heavy, 
unbalanced finish. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 
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VINO DE LA TIERRA DE  
CASTILLA Y LEÓN

91 Comando-G 2014 Las Umbrías Rozas de Puerto 
Real Garnacha (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y 

León). Dry earthy aromas suggest rubber and sea 
shells along with mild red-fruit scents. This Garna-
cha from vineyards planted at 3,300 feet feels tight 
and rubbery. Savory, meaty plum and berry flavors 
are complex and finish long and dry on a strong 
accent of woodspice. Drink now. European Cellars. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

91 Pittacum 2012 La Prohibición Garnacha 
Tintorera (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y 

León). An opaque black color and gritty aromas of 
toast and tar announce a dense, saturated, warm-
vintage Garnacha Tintorera that’s pumping with 
herbal blackberry notes. A pinching, tannic finish 
is a bit abrasive, while this tastes of peppery black 
fruits, while the savory, oaky finish with stewed, 
gamy notes is intense. Drink through 2020. Hidalgo 
Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Viñas del Cenit 2014 Aleo Tempranillo (Vino 
de la Tierra de Castilla y León). Dark, earthy, 

herbal berry flavors are full-force on a nose. Plenty 
of grip and spunk drive a firm palate. Cherry, plum, 
berry and chocolate flavors make for a rich Tem-
pranillo with lasting toasty darkness to the finish. 
Drink through 2020. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $19 

90 Viñas del Cenit 2014 Villano Tempranillo 
(Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y León). If you 

like full-flavored, lusty Tempranillos, Viñas del 
Cenit in western Zamora is a reliable source. This 
has floral berry aromas, a saturated palate with wall 
to wall tannins, and baked black-fruit flavors that 
push up towards maximum ripeness. A staunch, 
jammy, tannic red made to with meat off the grill. 
Aviva Vino. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 

89 Viñas del Cenit 2014 Venta Mazzaron Tem-
pranillo (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y León). 

A dark, roasted, smoky opening is the greeting on 
this burly Tempranillo from Zamora. Grabbing tan-
nins pinch like squeaky rubbery, while this tastes of 
savory, roasted black fruits. A meaty, chewy, tannic 
finish is confirmation of overall toughness. Drink 
through 2021. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $18 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Comando-G 2015 La Bruja de Rozas Gar-
nacha (Vinos de Madrid). Spicy plum and 

raspberry aromas are earthy and dry. This Garna-
cha smacks the palate with rubbery tannins and 
measurable acidity. Medicinal cherry, tomato and 

herbal flavors finish with a light oak note that leads 
the way. European Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

90 Finca la Melonera 2014 Payoya Negra (Sier-
ras de Málaga). Jammy black-fruit aromas 

push up against raisiny but stay composed. This 
blend of Syrah, Garnacha, Tintilla and a grape called 
Rome feels rubbery and pulling, but solid. Black-
berry, cassis and chocolate flavors are chewy but 
focused. Drink through 2019. Domaine Select Wine 
& Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $33 

89 Bodega Trenza 2010 Rizado Monastrell 
(Yecla). Raisiny, reduced aromas of baked 

fruits suggest overripeness. On a weighty palate 
this is saturated like the nose, but not overdone. 
Stewed black-fruit flavors are chocolaty, while this 
is extracted enough to leave a coating of black-fruit 
residue on your cheeks, tongue and teeth. Hamme-
ken Cellars USA. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $48 

89 Inurrieta 2011 Cuatrocientos Crianza 
(Navarra). Dark berry aromas are calm and 

oaky. This blend of 60% Merlot and 40% Cabernet 
Sauvignon feels full and blocky, although bold acid-
ity helps. Minty, oaky flavors of plum, cassis and 
tomato are salty and spicy, while this runs long on a 
finish that boasts a ripe-fruit base. Vinaio Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Alberto Orte 2012 Elo Monastrell (Yecla). 
Leathery, scratchy black-fruit aromas are 

striated and minty, with a note of oak. This Mon-
astrell feels grabby, hefty and on the bold and bulky 
side. Jammy blackberry flavors come with minty 
green notes, while this tastes mildly grassy and feels 
a bit hot on the finish. Ole Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

88 Comando-G 2015 Rozas1er Cru Vino de Paraje 
Garnacha (Vinos de Madrid). A rosy, almost 

rusty color and dusty aromas of crushed granite, 
cinnamon and citrus peel open this high-elevation 
Garnacha from the Sierra de Gredos, which is south 
of Madrid. A full, pulling palate features rubbery 
tannins while light, salty red-berry flavors end with 
a creamy finish. European Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Finca la Melonera 2014 La Encina del Inglés 
(Málaga). Aromas of animal hide and latex 

are savory more than fruity. This feels overdone and 
soupy on the palate, with sticky tannins. Candied, 
baked flavors of plum, blackberry and black currant 
are spicy in flavor but syrupy in feel on the finish. 
Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $22 

85 Montebro 2013 Vilamar Reserva Reerva 
Merlot-Cabernet Sauvignon (Terra Alta). 

Candied, oaky aromas of clove outmuscle foxy 

berry scents. This blend of 60% Merlot and 40% 
Cab Sauvignon is heavy, tannic and ultimately a 
bit overweight and flabby. Clove, wood spice and 
cooked berry flavors finish with baking spice and 
woody notes. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

83 Mureda 2016 Mureda Organic Merlot (Tierra 
de Castilla). Foxy plum and other jumpy aro-

mas set up a raw, choppy palate. This Merlot tastes 
of salty, herbal plum and cherry, while the finish is 
lasting, which might not be a benefit. Vinamericas 
Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

82 Vega del Castillo 2013 Finca el Espartal Mer-
lot Roble Merlot (Navarra). Cheesy tomato-

based aromas are rubbery and fiery. This feels lean 
and monotone. Stewed, salty flavors of earthy berry 
fruits are off base and dirty, while this is cheesy 
tasting on the finish. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

WHITE WINES

86 Casa de la Ermita 2016 Blanco Macabeo 
(Jumilla). Grapefruit, peach and flowery 

aromas amount to a pleasant wine. This varietal 
Macabeo feels oily but it also has citric snap. Pine-
apple, grapefruit and salty flavors finish lemony 
fresh. Arctic Beverage, LLC. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

85 Bodegas Luzón 2014 Luzón Blanco Macabeo 
(Jumilla). Briny citrus and petrol aromas 

are unusual for Macabeo. This basic white tastes 
like lemon-infused water. Yeasty, leesy white-fruit 
flavors are low on steam. Drink Now. Aviva Vino. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $8 

84 La Zorra 2014 Teso Blanco (Sierra de Sala-
manca). Bready, oxidized aromas are impre-

cise and lacking in fruit. This is a blend of Palomino, 
Rufete Blanca and Moscatel from Salamanca, which 
is off the beaten path. A plump but flat palate of 
yeasty white-fruit flavors lacks zest on a fading fin-
ish. Drink now. De Maison Selections, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

84 Volver 2016 Tarima Blanco (Alicante). Pun-
gent aromas of cactus and sweaty citrus sug-

gest Sauvignon Blanc or Verdejo, but this is mostly 
Merseguera with Macabeo and Moscatel thrown 
in. A pulpy palate is marginally focused, while this 
tastes of tropical fruits, namely grapefruit and pas-
sion fruit. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

83 Finca la Melonera 2015 La Encina del Inglés 
(Málaga). Honeyed aromas of orange mar-

malade lead to a flat palate. Bitter flavors of melon 
and almond skins confirm that this oddball blend 
of Moscatel, Doradilla and PX from the mountains 
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outside Málaga is lackluster. Domaine Select Wine 
& Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

CAVA

91 Alta Alella 2014 Privat Laietà Gran Reserva 
Brut Nature (Cava). A focused nose with 

purity, mineral notes and clean white-fruit aromas 
opens this fine brut nature. The palate is round 
enough to not be austere, while it carries flavors of 
white currant, apple and lime. On the finish it main-
tains its flavors, minerality and clarity. Avant Garde 
Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $36 

91 Muga 2013 Casa Conde de Haro Metodo Tradi-
cional Brut (Cava). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 12% Price: $26 

90 Castellroig 2011 Gran Reserva Brut Nature 
(Cava). On the nose, this smells a touch 

yeasty and bready, similar to Saltine crackers. The 
mouthfeel on this sparkling wine is crisp and right 
on. Slightly bitter white-fruit flavors come with a 
dusting of white pepper and a lingering lime note on 
the dry finish. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $36 

90 Freixenet 2007 Casa Sala Gran Reserva Brut 
Nature (Cava). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

90 Vins El Cep 2012 Cla Ror Gran Reserva Brut 
Nature (Cava). A rich, bready nose smells 

of fresh-baked croissants. Flavors of tropical fruit 
and peach are slightly bitter and carry a saline note, 
while the finish ends taut and dry. Drink through 
2020. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

89 Heretat Mastinell 2008 Carpe Diem Reserva 
Especial Brut Nature (Cava). Aromas of 

applesauce and pear syrup are ripe and friendly. On 
the palate, this brut nature feels boxed in and lack-
ing in breadth. Flavors of apple and green herbs are 
lightly oxidized, while this finishes dry and briny on 
hints of stone fruit and melon. Heretat Masatinell 
S.L. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $31 

89 Perelada 2013 Gran Claustro Reserva But 
Nature (Cava). Waxy white-fruit aromas are 

a touch austere and harsh. This holds a tight, crisp 
palate with flavors of yeast, apple and citrus fruits. 
A short, clean finish ensures that this closes with 
ease and clarity. Vinovia Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $27 

88 Segura Viudas NV Gran Cuvée Reserva 
(Cava). Yeasty aromas include briny notes 

of citrus and stone fruits, while on the palate, this 
is tangy and tight. Flavors of briny citrus, pickle and 
kimchee are zesty on a finish. This is not clean like 

polished crystal; funk and brine are key players on 
this Cava. Freixenet USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

88 Vicente Gandia NV Hoya de Cadenas Brut 
(Cava). Clean, fresh and uncomplicated is 

the best way to describe the nose on this crisp, cit-
rusy Cava. Flavors of green apple, white grapes and 
citrus fruits finish with ease and clarity. Vicente 
Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

88 Vins El Cep 2014 Marques de Gelida MIM 
Natura Brut Reserva (Cava). A blend of 

bready aromas along with crisp apple and pear 
scents leads to a citrusy palate of lime and green 
melon. The lasting finish is a good way for things to 
conclude. Fine Estates From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

87 Biutiful NV Brut Rosé (Cava). Melon and 
nectarine aromas are simple but fresh and 

forward. A lean palate follows the nose, while this 
tastes of nectarine and citrus rind. Despite mild 
bitterness on the finish, this maintains a sense of 
freshness. Made entirely from Garnacha, which is 
rare for Cava. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Freixenet NV Cordon Negro Brut (Cava). 
Apple, honeydew and yeast aromas intro-

duce this perennially consistent brut. A crisp, cit-
rusy mouthfeel and clean nectarine and orange fla-
vors finish with a zip. Freixenet USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

87 Pinord NV La Dama Reserva Familiar Brut 
(Cava). Mild citrus aromas are clean and 

fresh. A tight, pure palate of crisp acidity is par for 
good Cava, while this basic brut deals a sampling 
of white-fruit flavors rolled into one. Torgar Group. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

87 Pinord NV Marrugat Brut Selection (Cava). 
Clean white-fruit aromas include a note of 

pastry. This brut is tight and crisp on the palate, 
with flavors of green apple, lime and green herb that 
lead to a fresh finish. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

87 Segura Viudas NV Brut (Cava). For full review 
see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $11 

87 Vicente Gandia NV El Miracle Brut (Cava). 
Clean white-fruit aromas are fresh and dry. 

This brut Cava puts out citric notes on a palate with 
bright malic acidity. Lime and green-apple flavors 
finish fresh but without any shift towards complex-
ity. Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

87 Vicente Gandia NV Hoya De Cadenas Brut 
Nature (Cava). White-fruit flavors are min-

erally and crisp, leading to a bone-dry palate that is 
lean and zesty. Flavors of lime-infused seltzer and 
green apple finish tangy and direct, with an echo of 
green herbs. Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

86 1+1=3 NV Rosé (Cava). A dusty, yeasty nose 
is simplistic but friendly. On the palate, this 

foams up in an aggressive manner, yet orange and 
peach flavors ride a wave of bubbly foam towards 
a lightly citrusy but plump finish. Grapes of Spain. 
—M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

86 Mont-Ferrant NV Americano (Cava). Yeasty 
applesauce aromas precede a full palate that 

weighs on the heavy and flat side. Obtuse flavors of 
apple finish solid and chunky but low on acidity and 
crispness. Overall this is good but slightly lazy on 
the palate. Cordelina Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

86 Segura Viudas NV Rosé (Cava). For full 
review see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $11 

86 Vicente Gandia NV El Miracle Brut Rosé 
(Cava). Melon aromas are a touch mealy 

and suggest cantaloupe that’s past its peak. A foamy 
palate is coarse, while tastes of burnt orange and 
red plum. On the finish, this dissipates quickly. 
Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

85 Vilarnau NV Brut Reserva (Cava). Pickled 
aromas are a touch funky and muted on the 

nose. Green, grassy flavors of lime and bitter melon 
are just good enough. Gonzalez Byass USA. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

84 Pinord 2011 M Marrugat Gran Reserva Brut 
Nature Millésime (Cava). Funky aromas are 

sweaty, foxy and feline in nature. This doesn’t have 
a lot of feel or texture, while the flavors on this brut 
nature are a bit weedy and grassy. The fruit charac-
ter is quite short on the finish. Torgar Group. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

84 Segura Viudas NV Aria Estate Brut (Cava). 
A strange but undeniable aroma of peanut 

butter announces this brut as a funky pour. The pal-
ate steps it up a bit, with yeasty, white-fruit flavors 
that turns foamy on a slightly green and bitter fin-
ish. Freixenet USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

83 Codorníu NV Anna Brut Rosé (Cava). Oxi-
dized aromas of spent yeast and stale fruit 

are not fresh. This feels foamy, wayward and unfo-
cused. Citrus flavors are unconvincing, while this 
rosé tastes soapy on the finish. Aveniù Brands, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 
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SHERRY

92 Bodegas Dios Baco S.L. NV Imperial Amon-
tillado VOS Sherry. A turbid brownish-gold 

color is cloudy but nothing else about this amon-
tillado is unclear. Concentrated aromas of nut oil, 
pecan pie, molasses and sweat are rugged and raw. 
Blasting acidity creates pinch on the palate, while 
this tastes salty and like almonds, pecan pie and 
white pepper. A long finish with bracing acidity will 
not be swayed. Cordelina Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 19.5% Price: $100 

90 Bodegas Dios Baco S.L. NV Élite Amontillado  
Selection Medium Sherry. For full review see 

page 14. 
abv: 18% Price: $30 

89 Lustau NV Medium Golden La Plaza Vieja 
Medium Dry Sherry. Honey and nut aromas 

lead to a simple and balanced palate. Sweet flavors 
of caramel and sugar-coated pecan are enjoyable. 
On the finish, a mix of mushroom, pecan, coffee and 
toffee flavors are good but sticky. Europvin USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 18.5% Price: $20 

88 Bodegas Barón NV Micaela Amontillado 
Sherry. Lively but standard amontillado 

aromas of maple, honey and nuts are a touch fiery. 
Matching the nose, this is choppy and pulling on 
the palate. Salty, nutty, intensely dry flavors finish 
with hard-driving acidity that creates never-ending 
length. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 17.5% Price: $16 

MONTILLA-MORILES

88 Garcia Hermanos NV Corredera Amontillado 
Pedro Ximénez (Montilla-Moriles). Heavy-

weight aromas of molasses and honey are friendly 
but flat. A dry, drawing palate holds nutty, salty 
walnut flavors that run only so deep before bottom-
ing out. A tight, basic finish doesn’t waver. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 16.5% Price: $16 

SOUTH AFRICA
RED BLENDS

95 De Toren 2014 Book 17 XVII (Stellenbosch). 
Only 95 cases were made of this Bordeaux-

style blend of 43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Mal-
bec and 24% Cabernet Franc. It’s a stellar example 
of the high-end and highly cellarable wines that 
can come out of South Africa, oozing with depth, 
concentration and complexity, all in a harmonious, 
balanced package. It’s dark and brooding right off 
the bat, boasting firm, tight blackberry, cherry and 
cassis fruit that’s coupled with hints of raspberry 
sauce, pressed violets and baking spice. The palate 

is strong and packed with black fruit flavors that 
lead into a long, evolving finish of char, espresso 
bean, cigar and woodspice. Firmly structured and 
robust in feel, try from 2022–2028, though it could 
mature well even beyond. Cape Classics. Cellar 
Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $330 

93 Ernie Els 2013 Signature (Stellenbosch). A 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Petit 

Verdot, Cabernet Franc and Malbec, this is a bold, 
concentrated and flavorful wine that will mature 
well over the next 10 years. Aromas of espresso, 
crème de cassis, spiced blackberry, boysenberry 
preserves, tobacco and woodspice abound and carry 
through to the robust, gripping palate. It’s firmly 
structured, but harmonious in it’s overall strength, 
with final notes of campfire, char and cocoa on the 
long finish. Terlato Wines International. Cellar 
Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $102 

92 Mvemve Raats 2014 MR de Compostella 
(Stellenbosch). This blend of 45% Cabernet 

Franc, 18% Malbec, 17% Cabernet Sauvignon, 13% 
Merlot and 7% Petit Verdot opens with attractive 
green, herbal notes of peppercorn, laurel, blackcur-
rant leaf and plum skin. Smooth at first, with ripe 
plum and berry flavors on the palate, the fine tan-
nins offer a pronounced yet dusty grip throughout 
the long, dry finish. It’s a well-balanced wine that 
should continue to gain complexity through 2022. 
Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

91 Bellingham 2014 The Bernard Series Barrel 
Fermented MMM (Coastal Region). For full 

review see page 11. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 De Toren 2014 Fusion V (Stellenbosch). 
Brambly boysenberry, blackberry liqueur 

and crème de cassis lead the nose and mouth of 
this attractive wine, with waves of cigar-box spice, 
mentholated herbs and leather adding intrigue. It’s 
firmly structured and packed with black-fruit fla-
vors, resulting in a crushed-velvet texture. The fin-
ish is long and evolving, and this should continue 
to develop well through 2022. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 De Toren 2013 Z (Stellenbosch). Smoky, 
earthy notes of licorice root, chicory, pep-

per and leather spice up the black plum, berry and 
cherry fruit in this blend of 42% Merlot, 21% Mal-
bec, 16% Cabernet Franc, 12% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 9% Petit Verdot. The mouthfeel is plush and 
filling, with generous yet structured tannins and 
ample acidity that frame the rich dark fruits. Final 
flavors of cassis and char linger long on the finish. 
Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 DeMorgenzon 2014 Maestro (Stellenbosch). 
This Bordeaux-style blend, made from 45% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% Malbec, 16% Merlot and 
15% Cabernet Franc, is a complex and layered wine. 
Pleasant green notes of savory herbs, peppercorn, 
blackcurrant leaf and brambly berry drive the bou-
quet, while the medium-weight palate offers flavors 
of black-fruit skin, char and cigar box all framed 
by a crushed-velvet texture. It shows good grip, 
concentration and length, and should drink well 
through 2021. Cape Classics. Editors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Simonsig 2014 Frans Malan Cape Blend (Stel-
lenbosch). This Pinotage-based blend, with 

29% Cabernet Sauvignon and 8% Merlot, opens 
with intense aromas of boysenberry, blackberry and 
plum that are hit with earthy accents of tree bark, 
balsamic herbs and cigar. The fruity concentration 
continues through to the rich, plush palate, framed 
by bold tannins that lend overall balance and struc-
ture. Final notes of cocoa nib, toasted spice and 
charred earth grace the long finish. Quintessential 
Wines. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

91 Vilafonté 2014 Series C (Paarl). At present, 
the wood dominates the nose and mouth of 

this lush, creamy wine. It’s brimming with notes of 
cedar, sweet spice and bittersweet cocoa powder 
that ride atop the baked cherry and raspberry fruit. 
The mouthfeel is smooth and plush, with velvety 
tannins and lingering dry, spicy notes that grace the 
finish. An infant now, give it some time to further 
harmonize and the oak to integrate; try after 2019. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

91 Vilafonté 2013 Series C (Paarl). Dense, dark 
and brooding, this forward wine isn’t shy 

about it’s powerful black-fruit core or ample woody 
spice. There’s a pleasant mentholated lift to the 
nose and mouth that help to elevate the wine’s 
inherent richness, with ample tannins and medium 
acidity lending structure to the palate. Flavors of 
black raspberry, cigar-box spice and charred oak 
linger long on the finish. Drink now–2022. Broad-
bent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

90 Eikendal 2014 Charisma (Stellenbosch). 
This is an interesting red blend made from 

61% Shiraz, 27% Petit Verdot and 12% Sangiovese. 
It’s dense yet tight, with notes of small dark berries 
and tart cherries that are hit by accents of leather, 
sweet spice and pressed violets. The balance is 
superb, thanks to medium, well-integrated tannins, 
ample acidity and a pleasantly fruited finish. Merid-
ian Prime Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Ernie Els 2014 Proprietor’s Red (Stellen-
bosch). This blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, 20% Shiraz, 5% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 
5% Malbec and 5% Petit Verdot opens with aromas 
of church incense, brambly berry, cherry cola and 
fruit cake. The palate shows a bit more restraint, 
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offering flavors of small red berries and cherries 
that are dusted with baking spices. Structured tan-
nins lend ample grip to the medium-weight palate, 
while moderate acidity lifts the red fruit flavors 
through the close. Drink now–2021. Terlato Wines 
International. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

90 L’Avenir 2014 Classic (Stellenbosch). This 
Cabernet Sauvignon-based blend, with 

25% Merlot and 5% Cabernet Franc, is complex 
and intriguing. It boasts a full profile of ripe fruit 
tones, expressed in layers of baked cherry, plum 
and rhubarb cake that are accented by notes of 
cured bacon, leather and pressed purple flowers. 
The palate is surprisingly smooth and silky, thanks 
to resolved, approachable tannins and a lingering 
sweet-smoke hit on the finish. Esprit du Vin. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Vilafonté 2013 Series M (Paarl). A blend of 
45% Malbec, 34% Merlot and 21% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, there are some upfront notes of 
game, leather and cured meat that add interest to 
the black plum and cherry core. The palate is plush 
and broad, but not flat, with soft, approachable tan-
nins and pleasant dark berry and plum flavors that 
are lifted by ample acidity. Drink now–2020. Broad-
bent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

89 Terre Brûlée 2016 Le Rouge (Swartland). A 
blend of 60% Shiraz and 40% Cinsault, 

this is a well-balanced and attractive wine. It offers 
up hints of black tea, bergamot and turned earth 
that grace the black plum and berry core. Medium 
tannins lend a framing structure to the ripe fruit 
flavors, finishing on whispers of pencil lead and 
toasted oak. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Spier 2016 Beyond Ordinary (Coastal 
Region). This is a plush and fully fruited 

wine that’s super easy to like, with attractive aro-
mas and flavors of blackberry compote, raspberry 
sauce and ripe boysenberry that are all hit with 
seductive notes of sweet spice and vanilla bean. 
There’s ample tannic structure at the core, framing 
the dense, decadent mouthfeel and lending some 
lingering grip to the close. Saranty Imports. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Indaba 2016 Mosaic (Western Cape). This 
Bordeaux-style red blend, made from Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Petit Verdot, Malbec and 
Cabernet Franc, opens with pleasant herbal tones 
of green pepper, blackcurrant leaf, plum skin and 
tobacco leaf. Black fruit flavors abound on the sol-
idly structured palate, finishing with hits of milk 
chocolate and charred earth. Cape Classics. Best 
Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Ernie Els 2016 Big Easy Red (Stellenbosch). 
A blend of 60% Shiraz, 20% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 7% Cinsault, 5% Grenache, 5% Viog-
nier and 3% Mourvèdre, this is a plush, fruity and 
brambly wine. Attractive scents of forest berry and 
cherry lead the nose and carry through to the soft, 
fleshy and easy-drinking palate. Drink now. Terlato 
Wines International. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

84 Roos Family 2016 The Coco Merlot-Cabernet 
Franc (Western Cape). This wine is rich in 

aromas and flavors of blackberry preserves, ripe 
cherries, raspberry sauce and vanilla bean. It’s low 
in acid, leaving a round and soft impression on the 
palate. Drink now. New England Wine and Spirits 
Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

ARGENTINA
CHARDONNAY

88 Bodega Catena Zapata 2015 Alta Historic 
Rows Chardonnay (Mendoza). A rich yellow 

color and intensely woody aromas of sawmill smoke 
and barrel spice lead to a fleshy, full and oily palate. 
This wine tastes heavily of oak and related resin. 
The fruit character is not a big factor on either the 
palate or the finish. MundoVino–The Winebow 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

88 El Enemigo 2016 Chardonnay (Mendoza). A 
gold color and oaky aromas of popcorn, but-

tered corn and stone fruits open this chunky, resiny, 
oak-heavy Chardonnay. Oaky, buttery flavors carry 
over from the nose, and oak spice dominates the fin-
ish on this full-bodied but not very fruity offering. 
MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Domaine Bousquet 2016 Reserve Made With 
Organic Grapes Chardonnay (Tupungato). 

Saline-based aromas suggest sea shells, accompa-
nied by notes of vanilla and stone fruits. This wine 
has a lively yet full palate that fits the Tupungato 
style. A layer of oak flavor sits atop pineapple, melon 
and peach notes. It’s woody and tastes of honeyed 
tropical fruits on the finish. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Terrazas de Los Andes 2016 Reserva Chardon-
nay (Uco Valley). Early aromas of sea shell 

and chalk dust transition first to apricot and mango 
and later to wood grain. This wine feels plump but 
dilute, with moderate intensity and depth. Flavors 
of tropical fruits, banana and dry oak evaporate on 
the finish into undefined mildness. Moët Hennessy 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Domaine Bousquet 2017 Made With Organic 
Grapes Chardonnay (Tupungato). Lightly 

oaked melon aromas are easygoing. This feels bright 
and citrusy, with good acidity but not much depth. 

Stone-fruit and tropical flavors finish with enough 
kick to hang around for a while. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Encendido 2015 Chardonnay (Mendoza). For 
full review see page 17. 

abv: 14% Price: $22 

85 Domaine Bousquet 2017 Cameleon Made 
With Organic Grapes Chardonnay (Tupun-

gato). Plump tropical fruit aromas show on the 
nose. A fruity but not complex palate deals short 
melon and tropical-fruit flavors prior to a briny fin-
ish. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

84 Domaine Bousquet 2016 Grand Reserve 
Chardonnay (Tupungato). A flat luster and 

mild aromas of wood and almost stale fruit get this 
wine off to a slow start. A full palate is sketchy 
in terms of acidity and balance, while this tastes 
cidery, with a bitter flavor of grapes skins on the 
finish. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

OTHER WHITE WINES

85 Vicentin 2016 Blanc de Malbec (Mendoza). 
This light-pink Malbec smells dry, oaky and 

bereft of fruit. A plump palate feels a touch resiny 
from six months of American-oak aging, while this 
wine tastes vaguely of wood, vanilla, cherry Pixie 
stick and powdered sugar. Dangerous Import Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

84 Domaine Bousquet 2017 Made With Organic 
Grapes Sauvignon Blanc (Tupungato). 

Punchy citrus aromas are prickly on the nose. This 
wine is quite citric in feel, with lemon extract and 
lime taking charge. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

84 Domaine Bousquet 2016 Gaia Made With 
Organic Grapes (Tupungato). Yeasty aro-

mas indicate that early oxidation is setting in on 
this blend of Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio and Sauvi-
gnon Blanc. A lean palate with sizzling malic acid 
but little body deals bready flavors of generic white 
fruits. Oxidized flavor notes return on the finish. 
WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 Zolo 2017 Sustainably Farmed Estate Grown 
and Bottled Sauvignon Blanc (Mendoza). 

Lightly vegetal aromas of asparagus and canned 
beans are intermixed with generic citrus scents. 
This wine is more acid than anything, with angular-
ity to the palate. Salty, tart, citric flavors finish racy 
and with a lingering note of sour orange. Vino Del 
Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 
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83 Mendel 2016 Semillon (Mendoza). Aromas 
of pear, corn and sweat are difficult. In the 

mouth this wine is extra tight and acidic, then 
chalky on the back palate. Short, sour flavors of 
gooseberry end quickly on a zingy finish. Vine Con-
nections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

81 Inacayal 2015 Pinot Grigio (Mendoza). This 
wine is frankly old and downsliding, with 

aromas of pumpkin and corn flakes. A gold color 
and mildly oxidized apple-like flavors are tired. 
Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

TORRONTÉS

89 Colomé 2016 Estate Torrontés (Salta). Cit-
rus blossom and leesy vanilla notes open 

this balanced aromatic white from Argentina’s 
north. Leesy tropcial-fruit flavors focus on lychee 
and lime. The wine is moderately long on a simple 
but solid finish. Hess Family Wine Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Kaiken 2016 Terroir Series Torrontés (Salta). 
Tropical-fruit aromas of lychee and passion 

fruit come with a hint of lanolin. This wine feels cit-
rusy, with fresh passion fruit and tangerine flavors 
that are not oily or gritty on the finish. Guarachi 
Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Amalaya 2016 Esperanza Por Un Milagro 
(Salta). Terpenes and other gritty aromas 

control a nose that’s fresh but short on fruit. This 
blend of 85% Torrontés and 15% Riesling is made 
more vital by angular citric acidity. Mildly pyrazinic 
green flavors are offset by passion fruit and lychee 
notes prior to a crisp, racy finish. Hess Family Wine 
Estates. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Terrazas de Los Andes 2016 Reserva Torron-
tés (Argentina). Oily aromas of peanut and 

burnt match ride high on the nose of this plump 
and pulpy tropical-leaning white. Typical lychee 
and honeydew flavors are slightly bitter in front of a 
fleshy palate with moderate acidity. Moët Hennessy 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

CABERNET FRANC

94 El Enemigo 2014 Gran Enemigo Chacayes 
Single Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). 

El Enemigo winemaker/owner Ale Vigil is the mas-
ter of Cab Franc in Mendoza, and this wine tops the 
charts. After some heat on the nose blows off, chili 
powder, leather, black-olive and black-fruit aro-
mas settle in. This feels grabby and intense, while 
roasted, spicy black-plum and blackberry flavors 
are initially aggressive on the finish before turn-

ing more exotic and complex. Drink through 2026; 
contains 15% Malbec. MundoVino–The Winebow 
Group. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

93 El Enemigo 2014 Gran Enemigo Agrelo Single 
Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). Ripe 

berry aromas are touched up with cola and root-
beer notes that make this even nicer. A muscular, 
deeply structured palate is home to herbal plum 
and berry flavors along with notes of coffee and 
dark spices. Tobacco and herbal notes take over on 
a complex finish. Drink this Cabernet Franc (with 
15% Malbec) through 2024. MundoVino–The 
Winebow Group. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

92 El Enemigo 2014 Gran Enemigo El Cepillo 
Single Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). 

Roasted, gamy aromas are slightly cool, reedy and 
herbal. This wine is jammy and deep on the palate, 
with black-fruit flavors aided by gamy notes, spice 
and exotic herbs. A deep finish with bold acid-
ity solidifies the wine’s excellence. Drink through 
2024; contains 15% Malbec. MundoVino–The 
Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

91 El Enemigo 2014 Gran Enemigo Gualtallary 
Single Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). 

Smooth, savory aromas of prune and blackberry are 
foresty and lightly herbal. This round-bodied Cab 
Franc from Tupungato is solid and balanced, with 
controlled tannins. Oaky flavors of plum, herbal 
tea and smoke finish savory. Drink through 2023; 
contains 15% Malbec. MundoVino–The Winebow 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $120 

91 Zorzal 2015 Eggo Franco Cabernet Franc 
(Tupungato). Dry, earthy plum, cherry, 

tomato and leather aromas are fresh but also a 
touch hard and harsh. This cement-egg-fermented 
Cab Franc features a medium body and cutting 
acidity. Raw red-plum and red-berry flavors finish 
tight, crisp and short. Drink this juicy, monoline red 
through 2020. Brazos Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

90 El Enemigo 2015 Cabernet Franc (Men-
doza). Earthy, slightly scratchy aromas of 

reedy plum and berry fruits set up a drawing palate 
with raw, scratchy tannins. This Cab Franc shows 
a woody side even though it was aged in old vats, 
but it has chocolate and berry fruit flavors to back 
that up. Residual tannins make for a slightly abra-
sive finish. Drink through 2020. MundoVino–The 
Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Serca 2014 AleAnd Reserva Cabernet Franc 
(Valle de Uco). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

90 Verum 2016 Reserva Cabernet Franc (Alto 
Valle del Río Negro). Floral berry, olive and 

spice aromas make for a rustic nose with polish. 
This wine feels lively and a bit jumpy, with woody 
plum and berry flavors that are braced and framed 
by crisp Patagonian acidity. A lightly herbal, salty 
finish is powerful but steady. Drink through 2020. 
Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

89 Bressia 2014 Monteagrelo Cabernet Franc 
(Mendoza). Spicy, slightly green aromas of 

plum and currant open this Cabernet Franc. The 
tight, solid palate is light in feel and not overex-
tracted. Saucy, oaky flavors of berry fruits, spice 
and cocoa finish with a distinct flavor of oak. Drink 
through 2019. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

89 Durigutti 2015 Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). 
Gritty aromas of road tar and green herbs 

are offset by spicy black-fruit scents and a hint of 
root beer. This Cab Franc feels dense and chewy. 
Herbal plum and currant flavors include spicy oak 
notes. It tastes woody, minty and toasty on a full 
finish. Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

89 Kaiken 2015 Obertura Cabernet Franc (Men-
doza). Mildly stewed berry aromas come 

with loud oak and a strong hint of green herbs. This 
Cab Franc feels syrupy and chunky, with baked fla-
vors of berry fruits and oaky chocolate. That theme 
of oak and chocolate carries over to the finish. 
Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Zorzal 2015 Terroir Único Cabernet Franc 
(Tupungato). Saucy scents accent core 

cherry aromas, along with sandalwood and herbal 
notes. This wine has a lively, pinching palate that is 
high in acidity. Herbal flavors of tomato sauce and 
red plum finish long due to racy, raw acidity. Brazos 
Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Chaman 2016 Cabernet Franc (La Consulta). 
Aromas of stewed black fruits and compost 

are leafy and a touch green. This has a wide-bodied 
mouthfeel and grabby tannins. Medicinal plum and 
berry flavors taste minty and herbal on the finish. 
Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

87 Humberto Canale 2015 Estate Cabernet Franc 
(Patagonia). Raw, scratchy cherry and plum 

aromas are dusty and lightly herbaceous. A full, 
blocky, chewy palate deals roasted plum and cur-
rant flavors. On the finish, this wine tastes smoky, 
with a note of grilled meat. New England Wine and 
Spirits Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $14 

87 ZaHa 2015 Toko Vineyard Cabernet Franc 
(Mendoza). Herbal blueberry aromas blend 
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with green and blue-fruit tones on the nose. The 
palate is disjointed in minty flavors of oak and berry 
fruits that finish thick and resiny. Vino Del Sol. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

90 Mendel 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
doza). Ripe aromas of cassis, prune and 

brandied black cherry indicate the concentration 
on this Cabernet. A palate that doesn’t hold back is 
jammy but a bit heavy. Ripe berry, toast and charred 
flavors take on a chocolaty note on the finish. This 
wine is all about full extraction and big fruit. Drink 
through 2022. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Trapiche 2015 Perfiles Grava Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). Bold aromas of cola, forest 

floor and minty blackberry lead to a muscle-bound 
palate that’s more ripe and saturated than outright 
hard. Oaky, chocolaty berry flavors are dense, while 
oak-based flavors of maple and woodspice take over 
on the finish. The Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Bodega Catena Zapata 2015 High Mountain 
Vines Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Aro-

mas of forest floor, cassis and blackberry are solid, 
smooth and inviting. In the mouth, this wine shows 
penetrating acidity and controlled sharpness. Fla-
vors of cherry, plum and mixed berries are propelled 
by acidity, and that’s also how this ends. Mundo-
Vino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

88 Ruca Malen 2015 Reserva Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). What herbal berry aromas 

this wine has evaporate fast, replaced by oaky clove 
and other spice notes. Iron tight and tannic, the 
wine draws on the cheeks. Spiced-up plum flavors 
set up a rugged finish with hard tannins and spicy 
berry residuals. Serve with beef or BBQ; it needs it. 
Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

87 Ricardo Santos 2015 Una Selección Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). Berry aromas with 

subtle spice accents are damp and soothing. In the 
mouth, this is the opposite: All dry tannins and 
rawness. Hard-driving black-fruit flavors pull up 
short on a peppery finish. It’s an honest but rough 
wine. Global Vineyard Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

MALBEC

94 Achaval-Ferrer 2014 Finca Bella Vista Malbec 
(Mendoza). Earthy berry aromas are com-

plex due to side notes of crushed leaves, charred 
meat and burnt wood. This single-vineyard Malbec 
is juicy and loaded with energy as a result of racy 

acidity. Plum, wild berry, herb and spice flavors 
finish dry, firm and focused. Drink this high-toned 
Malbec through 2025. Stoli Group USA. Cellar 
Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $140 

94 Achaval-Ferrer 2014 Finca Mirador Mal-
bec (Mendoza). Big aromas of blackberry, 

leather, turned earth and white mushroom set up a 
bright, layered palate with fresh acidity at its core. 
Floral, exotic red-berry flavors are spicy and in sync 
with each other. A crisp, peppery finish with toasty 
oak ensures that this single-vineyard Malbec is 
built to last. Drink through 2025. Stoli Group USA. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $140 

93 Achaval-Ferrer 2014 Finca Altamira Malbec 
(Mendoza). Exotic blueberry and cassis 

aromas are accented by cardamom and wild-herb 
scents. This Malbec from Altamira in the Uco Val-
ley is jammy and saturated, but pure, with ripe 
berry, oak and spice flavors. A juicy fruit-filled fin-
ish is packed and tastes like berry compote. Lastly, 
a delicate herbal note gives this complexity. Drink 
through 2024. Stoli Group USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

93 Mendel 2014 Finca Remota Malbec (Uco 
Valley). Smooth blackberry, chocolate, vio-

let and raisin aromas make for a complete nose. A 
saturated, ripe palate is a touch heavy, while heady 
flavors of licorice, black peppercorn and blackberry 
are slightly charred on a flush finish. Drink through 
2022. Vine Connections. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $115 

92 Matias Riccitelli 2014 Vineyard Selection 
Malbec (Mendoza). Exotic black-fruit aro-

mas are more surface-level than deep. This well-
built Malbec has lift and intensity on the palate. 
Dark, toasty black-fruit flavors are delicious but 
typical for this type of full-bodied Mendoza Mal-
bec. Pastry notes, oak grain and char are the most 
distinct characteristics on a full-force finish. Drink 
through 2023. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Serca 2014 Single Vineyard Reserva Malbec 
(Valle de Uco). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

90 El Enemigo 2015 Malbec (Mendoza). Aro-
mas of tire rubber mix with plum and berry 

on a rustic nose. This wine displays a strong grip 
but also shearing tartaric acidity. Smoky plum and 
berry flavors suggest char and hickory, finishing 
spicy and savory. Drink through 2020 MundoVino–
The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Alta Vista 2015 Estate Malbec (Mendoza). 
Charred, smoky blackberry aromas are 

chocolaty and stout. This Malbec has a rubbery 
palate with clamping tannins. Saucy, herbal berry 

flavors come with a mild green influence, finishing a 
bit clipped and angular. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Cielo y Tierra 2015 Celador Malbec (Men-
doza). Raisiny berry aromas come with 

notes of spice cake and green herbs. This wine feels 
narrow, hard and gritty. Uncommon flavors of fen-
nel, licorice and bitter chocolate are as prominent 
if not more so than blueberry and black-plum fruit. 
The wine is louder and more demanding on the pal-
ate than on the finish. The Sorting Table. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Finca Flichman 2015 Paisaje de Tupungato 
Malbec (Mendoza). Coffee, beef stock, 

blackberry and graphite aromas require patience 
to process. A lively, ringing palate is jammy at its 
essence. Dark, toasty flavors of blackberry and blue-
berry are mildly green and herbal. It feels rubbery 
on a tannic finish. Evaton, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Marchiori & Barraud 2014 Malbec (Perdriel). 
At first the nose on this Malbec seems gran-

ulated, with individual notes of heady black fruits, 
oak, iron and dried blood. The palate is saturated 
but without much lift. Solid blackberry and choco-
late flavors extend across a finish with stature. The 
Artisan Collection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

89 Verum 2016 Reserva Malbec (Alto Valle del 
Río Negro). Powerful berry, cassis and lico-

rice aromas are intense on the surface but shallow 
underneath. A raw, extracted palate is rough and 
edgy in feel. Ripe blackberry flavors are savory. It’s 
tough, grating and rubbery across a long finish. Vino 
Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

88 Mendoza Vineyards 2014 Unsung Hero Mal-
bec (Argentina). Roasted plum and tomato 

aromas are spicy but hard and gritty. That also 
describes the mouthfeel on this narrow, linear Mal-
bec with beaming acidity. Plum and berry flavors 
finish direct, with no interference from heavy oak. 
Mendoza Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

88 Trapiche 2014 Broquel Malbec (Mendoza). 
Dark but reduced aromas of tire and black-

berry set up a muscular palate with pinching tan-
nins. Roasted, oaky flavors of spicy berry, clove and 
cocoa finish with a final woody note and choppy 
toughness. The Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 ZaHa 2014 Toko Vineyard Malbec (Men-
doza). Dominating aromas of clove and bak-

ing spices are forced and oak-based, and thus not 
natural. In the mouth, this lusty, extracted Malbec 
feels raw and choppy, with rough tannins. Flavors of 
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clove, savory berry fruits and green herbs continue 
on the finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

87 Achaval-Ferrer 2015 Malbec (Mendoza). 
Funky green aromas ride high atop stewed 

plum, cardamom and coffee grounds. This wine 
feels saturated and jammy, as if it were spread-
able. Herbal berry and juniper flavors are borderline 
weedy, and it tastes green on the finish. Stoli Group 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Amalaya 2016 Esperanza Por Un Milagro Mal-
bec (Salta). Ripe berry fruit is a theme that 

replays like a loop on this Salta Malbec. Deep, ripe 
berry aromas lead to a saturated palate with mild 
acidity. Hefty black cherry and blackberry flavors 
collapse on a fruity, pulpy finish. Hess Family Wine 
Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

87 Finca la Celia 2014 Reserve Malbec (Uco Val-
ley). Savory, grapy aromas include gamy 

notes and an herbal influence. A choppy, abrupt 
palate is gravelly in feel. Herbal plum and cranberry 
flavors are meaty and a touch green on the finish. 
For a Malbec that’s not just about black fruits and 
oak, give this a shot. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

87 Nieto Senetiner 2016 Malbec (Luján de Cuyo). 
Rubbery black-fruit aromas are a bit fiery. 

This Malbec is tightly wound, with rubbery tannins 
and more than enough acidity. Spiced plum and 
berry flavors give way to a bold, forward finish with 
herbal, savory notes. Foley Family Wines. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

86 Finca la Celia 2014 Pioneer Malbec (Uco Val-
ley). Jammy aromas of cassis and red-lico-

rice candy lack framing. This wine feels dense and 
compact, with little breadth. Medicinal berry and 
plum flavors carry a bitter edge, while green tannins 
make for a raw finish. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

86 Gimenez Riili 2014 Buenos Hermanos Mal-
bec (Mendoza). Latex and baked-bean 

aromas are candied at first, then grassy. This Mal-
bec is intense but harsh in feel. Herbal plum and 
currant flavors are slightly horsey, and it feels hot 
and scratchy on a minty, herbal finish. Orion Wine 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

86 Marco Zunino 2014 Estancia Argentina Mal-
bec (Mendoza). Raspberry and rubber-band 

aromas lead to a saturated palate with full tannnins 
and flavors of plum and plum skins. A mildly hot 
finish with grapeskin residue maintains the high 

volume this Malbec is putting out. European Wine 
Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $10 

86 Pampas del Sur 2014 Estilo Malbec (Men-
doza). Reduced, jammy berry aromas open 

this loud Malbec that ambles across the palate with 
no sense of restraint. All about gritty, screaming 
red-fruit flavors and baked notes, it lacks elegance. 
Excelsior Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

85 Alpamanta 2014 Natal Malbec (Mendoza). 
Brambly berry and leather aromas are rus-

tic. This Malbec is hard and acidic. Short, generic 
plum and berry flavors don’t expand or improve on 
the finish. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

82 Ricardo Santos 2016 La Madras Vineyard 
Malbec (Mendoza). Stewy, earthy berry 

aromas are mulchy and lack freshness. This has a 
cooked and rubbery mouthfeel to go with stalky, 
savory berry and plum flavors. A green, leathery 
character shows on the finish. Global Vineyard 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

81 Kaiken 2016 Reserva Malbec (Mendoza). 
Harsh, grassy, weedy berry aromas mix 

with a heavy amount of clove. In the mouth, this is 
screechy and way off balance. A clove-heavy flavor 
profile is oaky and messy on Kaiken’s entry-level 
Malbec. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

RED BLENDS

92 Montesco 2014 Parral (Tupungato). Slightly 
reduced aromas of plum and prune are 

closed, but there are fine things to come. In the 
mouth this wine is tight and focused, with ripe 
tannins. Black-fruit flavors are herbal and spicy, 
while this takes no prisoners on a long, serious fin-
ish. Drink through 2022. Hand Picked Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $31 

89 Proemio 2014 Grand Reserve Winemaker’s 
Selection (Mendoza). A closed nose with 

aromas of prune and earthy berry fruits turns more 
gamy and funky as this blend of Malbec, Cabernet, 
Syrah and Grenache breathes. A heavy, saturated 
palate is generous but ponderous. Flavors of wild 
berry, herbal plum and lemony oak finish tannic 
and tough. Drink through 2025. Testa Wines Of The 
World. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Casir Dos Santos 2014 Gran Corte (Men-
doza). This is 80% Malbec along with 

Cabernet Sauvignon. Ripe, malty aromas are almost 
soupy. The palate is drawing and barrel heavy, while 
oaky flavors of graphite shadow baked blackberry 

fruit. On the finish, chocolate flavors are derivative 
of oak. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

87 Rutini 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon-Malbec 
(Mendoza). A black-fruit nose with cola 

notes and earthiness is about as easy as this high-
acid Cabernet-Malbec blend gets. In the mouth, 
it’s tartaric and screechy. Grapy berry flavors seem 
rough due to the high-acid content, and the finish is 
hard and edgy. All that said, it has good flavors and 
aromas, but falls down in the mouthfeel. Graziano 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

86 Pascual Toso 2014 Barrancas Toso Malbec-
Cabernet (Mendoza). Stewed fruit and clove 

aromas saturate this blend of Malbec and Caber-
net Sauvignon. A thick, dense palate is woody and 
grainy in feel. Blackened, toasty berry flavors finish 
with burnt notes. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

81 Las Vertientes 2014 Benchmark Reserva 
(Mendoza). Gamy, rubbery aromas mark 

this sizzler with major balance issues. Sour flavors 
of currant and lemon finish with nothing but acid. 
Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

NEW ZEALAND
SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 Prophecy 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). For full review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $14 

90 Two Rivers 2016 Convergence Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). This is a solid exam-

ple of a Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc: Bright and 
fruit forward with attractive stone fruit and lemon 
verbena notes on the nose, while lemon-lime pop-
sicle carries on the palate. The body shows some 
weight and a slippery texture to keep all that acid in 
check. Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Goose Bay 2015 Kosher Sauvignon Blanc 
(South Island). There’s more to this wine 

than just citrus and grass. On the nose it’s floral and 
nutty, with a hint of ginger. The palate shows more 
nuttiness alongside waxy lemon, herbs and with 
some textural weight. Sip with Southeast Asian cui-
sine. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Goose Bay 2014 Kosher Reserve Fumé Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (South Island). Starting to show 

its age with a pale golden hue, this fumé is classy 
and restrained. Aromas of waxy lemon, pineapple 
and green bean mingle with base notes of butter-
scotch and smoke from the oak. The palate offers 
less excitement with the fruit disappearing some 
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and searing acidity taking over. Nevertheless, this 
wine would be a versatile pairing for a variety of 
dishes. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Lanark Lane 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This wine shows an intriguing 

nose of buttercup flowers, grapefruit, lemongrass 
and damp grass cuttings. The palate is where it 
shines, offering a slight roundness, balanced by 
mouthwatering acidity and plenty of citrus notes on 
the lingering finish. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Toi Toi 2014 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Attractive aromatics of flowers, 

cut grass, fresh pineapple and watermelon rind 
immediately seduce, while the palate ties it all 
together with bright fruit, crisp acidity, and a hint 
of weight. For a reserve wine, this is fairly “drink 
now” in style, but there’s plenty to like about it 
nonetheless. USA Wine West. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Whitehaven 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This shows delicate notes of 

orange blossom, grass, lime and sea spray. The pal-
ate is a little shy but there’s bright acidity and light-
ness to this dainty Sauvignon Blanc that makes it a 
lovely summer drop. E & J Gallo. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Barker’s Marque 2016 Arona Certified Sus-
tainable Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 

Tangy orange peel, melon, and green aromas are 
muted by a sulphuric overtone. The palate offers 
balanced acidity and a grainy texture, finishing on 
spice and lemon peel tones. International Vines, 
Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Framingham 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). The notes weaves a tapestry of 

peach, butter, grass, peas and citrus followed by a 
palate that’s all about the texture. With balanced 
acidity and a chalky mouthfeel propping up flavors 
of lemon and green herbs, this is a complex and 
food-friendly offering. Evaton, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Glover Family 2016 Massey Dacta Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). With vegetal notes 

taking center stage, this wine smells of green beans 
and grass over subtle notes of citrus, grapefruit 
and melon rind. It really comes alive on the palate: 
Notes of lemon-lime popsicle and green herbs are 
accompanied by a prickly, spritzy texture that make 
it perfect for easy sipping. Massanois Imports. Best 
Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Governor’s Bay 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This wine is flashy and there’s no 

denying that, starting with a heady nose of toast, 
smoke and orange peel. The palate is viscous and 

grainy on notes of mint and ginger, with barely 
enough acidity to maintain balance. Nonetheless, it 
is inherently appealing. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Greyrock 2016 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). There’s power in this wine 

amidst the notes of waxy lemon, peach pit and blos-
soms. The bitterness of melon rind comes in on the 
finish, but there’s enough acidity to keep the pal-
ate refreshing, interesting, and quite food friendly. 
Prestige Beverage Group. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Huntaway Reserve 2014 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). The bouquet is generous, 

offering loads of pineapple, peach, canned peas, 
blossoms and grapefruit. The palate is fresh and 
zippy with a grassy and citrus combo will please 
lovers of this style. Distinguished Vineyards & Wine 
Partners. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Kim Crawford 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). You’ve got to dig for them a little, 

but eventually this wine offers aromas of ginger, 
white flowers and almonds with a whiff of green 
beans followed by a citrusy, pithy palate. The finish 
doesn’t last as long as you’ll wish it did. Neverthe-
less, this is a solid example of the region’s flagship 
variety. Constellation Brands, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Mud House 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Tropical and citrus notes blend with 

green herb and subtle struck match notes in this 
wine. On the palate there’s some textural weight 
and the matchstick character carries through. The 
searing acidity is overpowering and the wine falls 
apart a little on the finish, leaving a bitter after 
taste. Accolade Wines NA. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Mud House 2014 The Woolshed Vineyard 
Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). Green 

notes lead the parade here: Grass, peas and tomato 
leaf march ahead of the lemon citrus notes, with 
an intriguing struck-match character taking up the 
rear. On the palate, the acidity is prominent but in 
check, and the slightly chalky texture is appealing. 
When it comes to flavor, however, it loses much of 
what the nose offers, finishing a little flat and bitter. 
Accolade Wines NA. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Peregrine 2015 Mohua Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This wine starts on the shy 

side but with several minutes in glass reveals deli-
cate notes of lemon-lime, watermelon rind and grass 
along with a touch of butter in the background. It’s 
the palate that’s of real interest here. Prickly acidity 
is backed up with a chalky texture, a hint of spice, 
and a long lemony finish. This is a light and refresh-

ing drop, with a hint of seriousness thrown in for 
good measure. Vineyard Brands. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Phantom Bay 2016 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Tropical fruit flavors are 

brightened by lemon-lime citrus notes and a hint 
of the variety’s trademark grassiness. A slippery 
smooth texture and balanced acidity make this easy 
to drink on its own. Prestige Beverage Group. Best 
Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

88 Toi Toi 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Notes of peach pit, wet stone, 

tomato leaf and struck match are tied together by 
a medium body and prickly acidity, finishing with 
melon rind and more green leafy flavors. Merchant 
Vintner Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Astrolabe 2016 Province Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Characteristic lime-leaf and 

lemon notes marry with blossoms and grass. The 
palate, however, is less focused, starting bright, 
tapering to flatness in the middle, and finishing on 
the richer side. Cannonball Wine Company. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Bird 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
With a few good swirls, the nose reveals ripe 

peach, melon, lime leaf and grass, while the palate 
promises the same ripe fruitiness accompanied by 
balanced acidity and a chalky, slightly round finish. 
Indigo Wine Group. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Echo Bay 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This wine delivers pretty stone fruit 

and grapefruit notes, with a hint of honey and blos-
soms. The palate is light to medium bodied and 
offers plenty of acidity to balance. A slightly spicy, 
white pepper note marks the finish. Trinchero Fam-
ily Estates. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Grey’s Peak 2016 Barrel Fermented Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Waipara Valley). This is a ripe, 

oaky wine from Waipara, just north of Christchurch 
on New Zealand’s South Island. Pineapple, mango 
and honey characters dominate on the nose. The 
palate is rich and on the flabby side, the oak over-
powering much of the fruit, but those who like their 
powerfully oaked whites will dig this version. Amer-
ican Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

87 Nga Waka 2015 Three Paddles Sauvignon 
Blanc (Martinborough). Favoring a more 

tropical spectrum, this wine offers aromas of pine-
apple and white flowers with some lemon and a 
touch of grass. The palate comes with a little weight 
alongside a nice lick of acidity and a long pineapple 
and citrus finish. Canoe Wine Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 
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87 Taonga 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Waxy lemon, green veg, honey and 

a bit of matchstick lead precede a chalky textured 
palate. Searing acidity keeps the body light in feel. 
Vino Del Sol. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Invivo 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Secondary characteristics like 

mushrooms, hay, and nuts make this unusual but in 
a mostly charming way. Tropical fruits take a back 
seat on the palate; Green beans and peas are in the 
driver’s seat. Texturally it has a surprising weight, 
but there’s enough acidity to keep things fresh. 
Seaview Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Kate Radburnd 2015 Bud Burst Sauvignon 
Blanc (New Zealand). Grapefruit, grass and 

lime characters are woven together in this simple 
but solid example of Kiwi Sauvignon Blanc. There’s 
a slight weight on the palate, with a chalky texture, 
refreshing acidity and a long, lemony finish. Pacific 
Rim Wine Logistics. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Kennedy Point 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This is a straightforward wine 

showing ripe tropical fruits and a melon rind char-
acter, while mint and lemon peel ride out in the 
background. The fruit disappears quickly on the 
finish but a lovely herbaceousness takes its place. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

86 Nick Goldschmidt 2015 Boulder Bank Fitz-
roy Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-

ough). This shows a good amount of funk with its 
matchstick, mushroom and toast aromas. There’s 
a speckle of lime leaf and grass to remind you that 
this is Sauvignon Blanc, after all, but mostly it is its 
own beast entirely. Oily yet grainy in texture with 
a whiff of smoke on the finish, there’s just enough 
acid to keep you going back for more. Goldschmidt 
Vineyards. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Sineann 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Ticking all the standard Kiwi Sau-

vignon Blanc boxes, this wine offers straightforward 
feline, grapefruit, grass and green bean characters 
with refreshing acidity. Drink now. Sineann. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Twin Islands 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). With green, herbal notes of 

oregano and fresh cut grass mingling with lemon 
zest and a good lick of acidity, this wine ticks all the 
boxes when it comes to a solidly made, refreshing 
sipper. Negociants USA, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Smart Cookie 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). The pungent aromas of grass, 

waxy lemon and canned corn on the nose are fol-

lowed by more citrus and overripe melon on a pal-
ate. This is zippy and clean but finishes slightly bit-
ter. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 The Infamous Goose 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Green, underripe fruit 

tends to dominate on this wine, although grapefruit, 
melon and struck match are there as well. The pal-
ate provides searing acidity and citrus notes but the 
green fruit remain in the fore. Kobrand. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

84 Barker’s Marque 2016 Ranga Ranga Estate 
Grown Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). If 

you like your Sauvignon Blanc on the grassy, her-
baceous side, then this little number is for you. A 
mix of melon rind, candied ginger, lime leaf, and of 
course, grass show on the palate. Perfect for grilled 
veg on the barbecue. International Vines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

83 White Clover 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Initially this wine smells buttery 

and nutty from oak influence, which morphs into 
notes of bruised yellow apple and very ripe melon. 
The palate is more vibrant, with zippy acidity and 
green fruit tones. The finish, however, falls a little 
flat. Distinguished Vineyards & Wine Partners. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

83 Wither Hills 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This simple summer sipper won’t 

rock any worlds, but it pleases with candied pine-
apple, ginger, a hint of lime leaf and grass on the 
palate. Zippy acidity makes for easy weeknight 
glugging. Distinguished Vineyards & Wine Partners. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

82 Fern Ridge 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This ultra rich style could be mis-

taken for a Chardonnay. Light gold in color, heady 
aromas of lemon curd, butter, ripe banana and 
bruised apple lead into a palate of baked stone fruit 
and toast, with medium to low acidity. Saranty 
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

SPARKLING WINES

92 Quartz Reef NV Brut Méthode Traditionnelle 
(Central Otago). This biodynamic blend of 

Pinot Noir and Chardonnay from Bendigo draws you 
in with attractive notes of ripe red apple, pressed 
yellow flowers, butter, and copper penny. It hooks 
you on the palate with a chalky texture, tingly acid-
ity, and long, lingering finish. Complex and food 
friendly yet ultra drinkable. Wine Dogs Imports 
LLC. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

88 Sophora NV Cuvée (New Zealand). This is 
an opulent, showy style of a sparkling wine. 

Notes of honey, brioche, dates and ginger lead to a 
rich, round texture and vigorous mousse. The finish 
is a little mealy and sweet but there are plenty who 
will dig this rich style, particularly once they see 
the affordable price tag. Distinguished Vineyards & 
Wine Partners. —C.P. 
abv: 16% Price: $16 

87 Allan Scott NV Cecilia Brut (Marlborough). 
Notes of pear, crisp red apple and a hint of 

buttered toast are accompanied by a waxy texture 
and some richness on the palate. A little simple and 
one dimensional, but a solid bubbly nonetheless. 
Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

83 Sophora NV Rosé (New Zealand). This sun-
set-hued bubbly starts with notes of over-

ripe berries and watermelon candy. The mousse is 
satisfying but the cloying sweetness on the palate 
may turn many off this less-than-subtle sparkler. 
Distinguished Vineyards & Wine Partners. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

PINOT NOIR

92 Eradus 2015 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Awatere Valley). Aromas of ripe raspberry, 

chocolate, black olive, and green herbs all combine 
in this well put together wine. The palate is taut and 
focused, with silky tannins, mouth-watering acidity 
and a long herbal finish. Tightly wound, this is best 
sipped with food or a few years of bottle age. Drink 
now–2024. Wine Dogs Imports LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

92 Mt. Beautiful 2015 Pinot Noir (Canterbury). 
This Pinot, from the cool climes of the 

unsung region of North Canterbury, is downright 
sultry. This shows a dense nose of blue fruit, cherry, 
chocolate, baking spice and violets, while the pal-
ate slinks with tart cherry and earth, hugged by 
elegant, fine grained tannins and a long, chocolatey 
finish. Drink now–2022. Mt. Beautiful USA. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Rippon 2011 Rippon Mature Vine Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). This is a sexy wine from 

one of New Zealand’s biodynamic stars. The aroma 
is a heady blend of cinnamon and earth notes, 
alongside game, chocolate, ripe red fruits, warm 
stones, and forrest floor. The palate manages to 
walk a line between plush and tart, savory and silky, 
and powerful and elegant. Drink now–2024. Wine 
Dog Imports LLC. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $68 

92 Rockburn 2015 Devil’s Staircase Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). With a melody of earth, 

ripe strawberry, dried leaves, iron, and coffee tones 
on the nose, the palate of this wine is backed by 
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silky tannins, plush red fruit and a long meaty fin-
ish. Drink around a campfire on the first chilly night 
in fall. American Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Carrick 2013 Bannockburn Pinot Noir (Cen-
tral Otago). This is a great example from the 

warmer Bannockburn subregion of Central Otago. 
Dense aromas of tangy cranberries, dates, mocha 
and vanillan oak precede powerful but balanced 
tannins, lashings of acidity and a long, savory, olive-
driven finish. Drink now with Moroccan cuisine 
or stash away through 2027. Pacific Prime Wines. 
—C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Forrest 2013 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). Entic-
ing aromas of chocolate-cherry cake blend 

seamlessly with meat, earth and baking spices. The 
tannins are chewy but fine grained and beautifully 
balanced. Tart cherries and savory olive linger on 
the finish. Drink now–2024. Pacific Prime Wines. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Framingham 2015 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
From one of Marlborough’s top producers, 

Framingham’s 2015 Pinot offers a heady concoc-
tion of dark berry fruit, cola, meat, black olive and 
earthy forrest floor. The palate is equally multi-
faceted, focused on dark fruit, savory, and earthy 
characters, with a lingering acidity and long, savory 
finish. Drink now–2020. Evaton, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Prophet’s Rock 2012 Pinot Noir (Central 
Otago). A medley of high toned blue and 

red fruit mingle with dark chocolate, earth, warm 
stone and black olive. Fine grained tannins and a 
long savory finish make this a round, finessed wine 
capable of aging for through 2022. Vintage Epicure. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

91 The Crossings 2015 Pinot Noir (Awatere Val-
ley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Craggy Range 2016 Pinot Noir (Martinbor-
ough). This wine needs a few minutes in 

the glass to reveal its true colors, but when it does, 
it is a pretty—if broody—Pinot Noir, with notes of 
chocolate, cherry, and baking spice. The tannins 
certainly aren’t shy but they’re well married to 
lifted fruit. Give this time to come out of its shell. 
Drink now with a good decant or cellar through 
2022. Kobrand. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Grey’s Peak 2015 Pinot Noir (Waipara Val-
ley). Intriguing aromas of earth, raw meat, 

cola, menthol and dark cherry lead into a surpris-
ingly powerful palate of prominent but well inte-
grated tannins, broody dark fruit, and herbaceous 
flavors. This Pinot should be fascinating to try after 

a few years in the cellar. Drink 2018–2024. Ameri-
can Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Nanny Goat 2016 Pinot Noir (Central 
Otago). There’s a lot going on in this wine, 

and all good things. The nose starts with notes of 
raw meat, bright red fruit, orange peel, baking spice 
and tar. The first sip reveals a burst of mouthwater-
ing acidity and juicy fruit followed by more intrigu-
ing orange rind. It finishes on the savory side. The 
tannins are grippy but well integrated and while 
it falls a little flat on the midpalate, overall this is 
an interesting example of what Central Otago does 
best. Jackson Family Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Nautilus 2014 Awatere River Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Marlborough). From a consistently 

top-notch estate, this single vineyard Pinot offers 
lifted red fruits, florals, as well as cinnamon and 
star anise thanks to the use of some whole bunch 
fermentation in the winemaking process. The light-
ness and brightness carries through onto the palate, 
with an added earthy core, well balanced acidity, 
and silky tannins. Drink now. Negociants USA, Inc. 
Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

89 Amisfield 2012 RKV Reserve Pinot Noir (Cen-
tral Otago). A ripe, powerful Pinot, this 

wine is bursting with sweet cherry, chocolate and 
vanillan oak spice. The palate brings forth more 
ripe fruit with chewy but well structured tannins 
and a savory finish. Drink now–2024. Davies Family 
Selections. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $120 

89 Dashwood 2014 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
Delicate in style, this Pinot offers pretty 

aromas of flowers, currant, black olive and smoke. 
The palate is a little lean but the tannins are silky, 
and the finish is long and elegant. Drink slightly 
chilled on a warm fall evening. Pasternak Wine 
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Misty Cove 2015 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
Bright and bouncy, this gluggable Pinot 

Noir sings with juicy red berry fruit, a touch of cin-
namon and an earthy core. Texturally silky with a 
savory finish, this easy-going sipper deserves 20 
minutes in the fridge to really turn up the refresh-
ment dial. Tri-Vin Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 The Better Half 2015 Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). The nose on this Pinot is the kind 

that makes it impulsive to keep on smelling. Exotic 
Middle Eastern spices mix with tamarind, earth, 
meat and oak spice. There’s power to the tannins 
but they’re fine-grained and balanced by plenty of 
acidity and a savory, oak spiced finish. Maritime 
Wine Trading Collective. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Tohu 2013 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). Tangy 
in nature, this wine has heaps of ripe red 

fruit, cola, Moroccan spices and orange peel, with 
licorice root and tart cranberry woven into an 
elegant palate. There’s power and ageability to 
this Marlborough Pinot, but it’s also begging to be 
enjoyed with a tagine. Drink now–2024. Total Bev-
erage Solution. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Bird 2015 Manu Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
A plush, fairly flashy style, this wine starts 

with ripe, bright red fruit, licorice, raspberry leaf 
and some savory undertones. The palate bumps the 
style up a notch, with powerful tannins and plenty 
of acidity. Perhaps the more intriguing element to 
this Pinot is the finish: Tart cranberry and floral 
tones are long and lingering. Indigo Wine Group. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Catalina Sounds 2015 Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). Although it starts on the oaky side, 

the ripe red fruit, olive and baking spice notes soon 
come into play. The palate integrates silky tannins 
with plush fruit, making this a straightforward 
example of Marlborough Pinot Noir. Jackson Family 
Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Innocent Bystander 2015 Pinot Noir (Cen-
tral Otago). Cinnamon is prominent on the 

nose of this wine, while bright berry, cherry, black 
olive and floral notes linger in the background. The 
acidity is a little slow to arrive on the palate but 
when it does it mingles seamlessly with fine grained 
tannins. The midpalate is a little flat but the fruit 
creeps back in at the end. Old Bridge Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Murdoch James 2015 High Block Pinot Noir 
(Martinborough). A little shy at first, and 

smelling slightly synthetic, this wine needs a little 
time in glass. Eventually it opens to reveal notes of 
cherry cola and coffee spice. With chewy, dusty tan-
nins and fairly pronounced oak, this wine is on the 
bigger side for a Pinot. Winesellers, Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

87 Kim Crawford 2015 Small Parcels Rise & Shine 
Pinot Noir (Central Otago). From well known 

producer, Kim Crawford, this Pinot takes a few min-
utes to open up. When it does it initially smells like 
dusting polish and Dr. Pepper. The palate is more 
subtle with a good lick of acidity and chewy tan-
nins finishing on dark cherry fruit. It’s not the most 
typical example of this region or grape variety, but 
it has its charms nonetheless. Constellation Brands, 
Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

87 Nga Waka 2015 Three Paddles Pinot Noir 
(Martinborough). Unmistakably a Kiwi Pinot 

Noir, with notes of Dr. Pepper, ripe bramble fruit, 
oaky spices and tree bark, it loses it’s way a little on 
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the palate, lacking the juicy fruit to stand up to all 
the oak. Canoe Wine Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Sineann 2015 Pisa Terrace Pinot Noir (Marl-
borough). A straightforward example of 

Central Otago Pinot Noir, this shows notes of dark 
cherry, brambly fruit and mocha, accompany pow-
erful yet fine grained tannins and balanced acidity. 
Oak spice and a slightly savory quality meet on the 
finish. Drink now. Sineann . —C.P. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $27 

87 Urlar 2013 Pinot Noir (Wairarapa). Ripe ber-
ries and oak spice dominate on this Pinot 

Noir from the bottom of New Zealand’s North 
Island. The palate follows with balanced acidity and 
silky tannins but the oaky characters dominate all 
the way through, finishing on the bitter side. Atlas 
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Villa Maria 2014 Cellar Selection Pinot Noir 
(Marlborough). Thoughts of Black Forest 

cake, cherry chocolate brownies, and baked plums 
are immediately conjured upon smelling this Pinot 
Noir from one of New Zealand’s largest producers. 
Violets, dusty books, and cola are in the mix too. 
The palate promises more of the same, with silky 
tannins and balanced acidity. It’s on the rich side, 
but is an undeniable crowd pleaser. Ste. Michelle 
Wine Estates. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

86 Marisco Vineyards 2014 The Ned Southern 
Valleys Pinot Noir (Marlborough). This wine 

is a relatively dense, chewy version of Marlborough 
Pinot, with dark cherry, black currant, Dr. Pepper, 
and earth throughout. The grippy tannins on the 
palate are balanced by juicy dark fruit and coffee 
notes. The oak certainly isn’t hiding in this wine but 
for those who like a more powerful style of Pinot, 
this is good option. Marisco Vineyards USA. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

86 Murdoch James 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Mar-
tinborough). This wine starts broody and 

dusty, with dark cherry, mocha, and woody notes. 
The palate feels a little hot and at the moment the 
tannins are huge, tightly wound, and overpower-
ing. The pretty cherry notes are eventually revealed 
again with time in the glass. Winesellers, Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Neudorf 2013 Tom’s Block Pinot Noir (Nel-
son). Vanillan oak notes dominate on this 

Pinot Noir, originating from Nelson, on the north-
west of New Zealand’s South Island. Red berry, lico-
rice, and savory olive characters follow, along with 
chunky tannins and lashings of acidity. Stylistically 
this is a broody, oaky, powerful expression of Pinot 
and one that will need food or a few years in bottle 
for the oak to mellow out. Drink now–2022. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

85 Hillersden 2014 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
This simple style of Marlborough Pinot 

delivers notes of bramble berry, licorice and cola 
on the nose, with a slightly more complex palate 
of dark cherry, mocha spice and dried leaves. The 
oak is a little prevalent throughout and texturally 
it’s on the lean and mean side, but the fruit carries 
through until the end, keeping the gluggability fac-
tor up. Hillersden. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Nga Waka 2015 Three Canoes Lease Block 
Pinot Noir (Martinborough). High toned red 

fruit, cola, and baking spice notes are revealed after 
some vigorous swirling in this initially shy wine. 
Tightly wound tannins on the palate are balanced 
by a good lick of acidity and fairly prominent oak. 
Canoe Wine Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

83 Opawa 2014 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
There’s red fruit and spice to be found in 

this Marlborough Pinot Noir, but unfortunately 
they’re overpowered by a chemical, menthol qual-
ity, along with vanilla from the oak influence. The 
palate is medium bodied with lightly grippy tannins 
and a bitterness on the finish. Negociants USA, Inc. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAY

95 EnRoute 2015 Brumaire Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). For full review see page 3. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

95 Lynmar 2015 La Sereinite Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). This is a velvety smooth, 

superbly made white with delightful sparks of 
fresh-squeezed lemon, stone and salt. Ginger and 
lemongrass touches add an exotic quality, enhanc-
ing its bright freshness and core of acid-led tension. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

95 Lynmar 2015 Monastery Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). Brine and oak accents 

cradle this impressive wine’s elegant green apple, 
wet stone and lime notes. Bold and concentrated 
yet complex, it’s balanced by lively acidity and per-
sistent freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

95 Lynmar 2015 Old Wente Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). With its high-toned 

sparkle of lemon zest and orange, this lovely wine 
evolves to show rich oak and apple pie notes, evok-
ing baked Gravenstein apple, cinnamon and nutmeg. 
Medium-bodied, it wears its concentration of fla-
vor and texture well, finding a well-earned balance 
through the lengthy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

95 Lynmar 2015 Quail Hill Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

95 Solomon Hills 2015 Chardonnay (Santa 
Maria Valley). Clean lines of nectarine, 

lemon blossom, orange sorbet and wet rock show on 
the lovely nose of this bottling from Trey Fletcher. 
Boisterous energy and a chalky grip power the pal-
ate, where citrus freshness dominates, and the acid-
ity is powerful but not overblown. It will age with 
beauty and grace. Drink 2018–2035. Cellar Selec-
tion. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Della 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
Made from grapes grown in the Ritchie 

Vineyard, as well as others, this rich, mineral-laden 
expression of the variety is balanced and savory, 
with a touch of salty brine. Golden-hued, it shows 
complexity and focus, with a nuanced palate laced 
with apple skin and pear notes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Patz & Hall 2015 Dutton Ranch Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

93 Chanin 2015 Los Alamos Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Barbara County). Clean Asian 

pear, wet gravel and lime peel aromas show on the 
tightly wound nose of this bottling. The palate is 
quite delicate at first, offering lightly seared white 
peach, chalk and lime zest notes, but grows increas-
ingly savory and delicious as it opens, indicating 
great cellar potential. Drink 2018–2030. Cellar 
Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

93 La Follette 2015 Sangiacomo Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). This wine is beau-

tifully floral, with a honeyed touch of apple blossom 
on the nose. Stony mineral and sea breeze accents 
add to its complexity, as seductive, smooth layers 
of creme brûlée and preserved lemon flavor provide 
oomph and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

93 Leo Steen Wines 2015 Chardonnay (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). This Chablis-esque bot-

tling from Leo Hansen—the Danish, Healdsburg-
based sommelier-turned-winemaker—offers Gra-
venstein apple, buttered toast and mandarin orange 
zest aromas. The palate is high-toned and brisk, 
with zesty citrus peel and grapefruit pith flavors 
and a prominent chalk-like minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

93 Lutum 2015 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). A shy, floral nose 

subtly emanates from the glass in this lightly built, 
elegant expression from the spectacular vineyard 
in the Petaluma Gap. Anise, sea salt and preserved 
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lemon flavors form its foundation; subtle oak and 
tense acidity provide support. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

93 Lynmar 2015 Susanna’s Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). This is a round, rich 

wine full of fig, vanilla and salty oak flavors. Bright, 
lemony freshness and a stony, mineral-like quality 
accentuate its texture and complexity, lasting long 
into the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Balletto 2015 Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

92 Lutum 2015 Durell Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This producer’s light take 

on the variety continues to impress with this vin-
tage. Anise and oak hints combine on the nose to 
invite one in for an elegant taste of bright, juicy 
acidity and refined lemon and green apple flavors. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Lynmar 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River Val-
ley). For full review see page 10. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 The Tribe 2016 The Tribe Chardonnay (Lodi). 
This is a grand wine with serious concen-

tration and savory complexity to complement its 
base of ripe apple, melon and mango flavors. Subtle 
butter, nutmeg and mineral aromas lead to a rich 
palate, where its smooth and expansive mouthfeel 
finishes with creamy, spicy accents. Kosher. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

91 Artesa 2015 Block 92 Estate Vineyard Char-
donnay (Los Carneros). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

91 Cebada 2013 Chardonnay (Santa Ynez Valley). 
This bottling from a vineyard northwest of 

the Sta. Rita Hills opens with buttercream, lemon 
peel, lime spritz and toasted almond scents. The 
buttery quality extends to the full but energetic 
palate, where it’s cut by lemon marmalade, savory 
smoke and toast notes. The finish is nutty. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $39 

91 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Estate Grown Char-
donnay (Edna Valley). For full review see page 

12. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

91 Chappellet 2015 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
For this wine, grapes are sourced from cooler 

sites within the valley, as well as from a high-eleva-
tion site on Mount Veeder. Together, they provide 
a juicy, fleshy core of apple and pear fruit girded 
by mineral-laden texture and tension. The finish 

is marked by oak-derived toast and brioche notes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

91 Dierberg 2014 Dierberg Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Maria Valley). The aromas are 

restrained and mellow in this bottling from wine-
maker Tyler Thomas, showing mostly yellow apple 
and citrus peel notes. The palate is racy, high-toned 
and steely in structure, framed by a razor-sharp 
edge of zippy acidity, with only faint background 
notes of ripe stonefruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

91 Gary Farrell 2015 Rochioli-Allen Vineyards 
Clone 76 Concrete Chardonnay (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 12. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

91 Lynmar 2015 Sweeney Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Inviting aromas of 

honeysuckle make way for an unctuous, voluptuous 
palate of smooth, ripe apple, fig and pear flavors in 
this vineyard designate. Full-bodied and concen-
trated in style, it has a high-toned hint of lemon zest 
that peaks on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

91 Migration 2015 Charles Heintz Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). This wine from the 

sought-after site opens with spice, salty brine and 
a light imprint of acidity. It shows prominent pre-
served lemon and crisp green apple notes, as well 
as more developed layers of peach. The oak is well 
integrated and helpful to the whole, adding texture 
and weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Tamber Bey 2015 Deux Chevaux Chardonnay 
(Yountville). Made entirely from Dijon clones 

to emphasize the fruit from this site, this wine is 
voluptuous in style, with a backbone of caramelized 
apple and pear flavor. Fig and quince contribute 
secondary characteristics of rounded richness, as a 
bite of salty lime marks the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $55 

90 Artesa 2015 Chardonnay (Los Carneros). For 
full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

90 Balletto 2014 Cider Ridge Vineyard Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). For full review see page 14. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $38 

90 Balletto 2014 Sexton Hill Vineyard Estate 
Grown Estate Bottled Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). For full review see page 14. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

90 Belden Barns 2015 Estate Grown Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Mountain). This voluptuous 

wine offers concentrated golden honey, baked apri-
cot and pear notes, with integrated oak. Made in a 

full-bodied, creamy style that’s hard to resist, it has 
a looming acidity that works behind the scenes to 
provide balance. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $36 

90 David Bruce 2015 Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). Caramelized apple and vanilla 

notes give this wine a rich, concentrated personal-
ity. With its full-bodied embrace of bold, ripe fla-
vor, it delivers layers of spice and oak, supported by 
juicy acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

90 Gainey 2015 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

90 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Chardonnay 
(Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 15. 
abv: 12.34% Price: $50 

90 Grgich Hills 2015 Miljenko’s Selection Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Carneros). For full 

review see page 15. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

90 Knights Bridge 2015 Pont De Chevalier Char-
donnay (Knights Valley). Baked pineapple 

and heady creme brûlée scents follow through to 
the palate of this wine in rich, concentrated waves 
of flavor. Textured and lush through the midpalate, 
it finishes with bright, refreshing acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 MacRostie 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Migration 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

90 Morgan 2015 Highland Chardonnay (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Creamy but not overly 

buttery aromas meet with Anjou pear, honeysuckle 
and marcona almond notes on the nose of this pop-
ular bottling from one of the region’s stalwart pro-
ducers. The palate combines nutty qualities with 
lemon peel and sharply acidic apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

90 Ocean’s Churning 2014 Sangiacomo Green 
Hills Vineyard Chardonnay (Carneros). A 

melodious medley of tropical fruit and peach, this 
is a robustly ripe and oaky expression of the site in 
a warm year. It’s round and medium bodied, settling 
in the glass to show balance and refinement. A crisp 
green apple note shines on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

90 Patz & Hall 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This larger production offering 

from the respected producer is a testament to the 
benefit of sourcing from multiple sites. It showcases 
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an interesting oyster shell note, as well as robust, 
caramelized oak. Honey and baked apple flavors 
lend richness and concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

90 Pellegrini 2014 Olivet Lane Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). Fleshy and 

briny, this wine hails from the producer’s own mar-
quee vineyard, situated in the heart of the Olivet 
Lane district. Ripe, with a buttery undertone, it’s 
classic in its rendering of Gravenstein apple and 
pear flavors—balanced, yet with a robust frame. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

90 Scott Family 2015 Dijon Clone Chardonnay 
(Arroyo Seco). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 12.7% Price: $25 

90 Trione 2015 River Road Ranch Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This is a bright, effu-

sive, full-bodied wine, with underlying acidity that 
keeps it fresh in the glass. Apple and pear flavors 
combine with firm texture, providing weight and 
breadth. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $34 

90 WindVane 2015 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This new offering from the 

sparkling wine producer reveals strongly crafted 
layers of creamy apple pie, crème brûlée and toasty 
oak flavors. Made in a full-bodied, concentrated 
style, it doesn’t hold back on its spicy acidity and 
lemony finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Emerald Hare 2015 Chardonnay (California). 
This tasty, well-balanced wine is oaky in 

style, with lightly smoky and buttery nuances and 
generous apple and lemon flavors. It’s medium bod-
ied and smooth but lively in texture and has a light, 
buttery finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

88 Artesa 2015 Estate Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Los Carneros). Tropical ripeness teases on 

the entry of this wine, before its lush, fleshy texture 
takes over. Its golden apple, pear and mango flavors 
combine effortlessly, while an underlying minerality 
plays upon the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

88 Chamisal Vineyards 2016 Stainless Chardon-
nay (Central Coast). This popular bottling 

offers the tropical fruit salad array it always has, 
with honeydew, cantaloupe, pineapple, guava and 
banana aromas. Yet, this particular vintage has a 
refreshing zestiness. Steely structure and lime-like 
acidity drive the palate, balancing its buttercream 
and peach custard flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Fess Parker 2016 Chardonnay (Santa Bar-
bara County). Ripe banana, coconut, mango 

and guava aromas make for a showy entry in this 

bottling, but citrusy freshness keeps it in check. The 
palate show a clean line of lemony acidity that sears 
into the finish, cutting through hints of more tropi-
cal fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

88 Franciscan 2015 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
Oaky butterscotch and baked pear notes 

give this lushly composed white equal parts heat 
and body. The apple flavor seems baked and warm-
ing on the palate, lending additional richness on the 
toast-laced finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Joullian 2015 Highland Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). This Carmel Val-

ley-based winery has modernized its label without 
losing its classic appeal. It’s reserved on the nose 
at first, with tightly wound seared lemon peel, Gra-
venstein apple and marmalade aromas. Rounded 
lemon curd, browned butter and orange cream fla-
vors show on the palate, with a strong honeysuckle 
element and a caramelized finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

88 Joullian 2015 Roger Rose Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Arroyo Seco). There’s a light nectarine 

touch on the nose of this bottling, alongside coconut 
and Bosc pear aromas and a kiss of oak. It’s a tad 
ripe on the palate, with lemon cream flavors, but 
compelling acidity, grippy structure and lime pith 
bitterness all keep it in check. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

88 Laguna 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). Reductive oak betrays this wine’s 

light-bodied take on the appellation. Its waxy green 
apple flavor and bright acidity are deftly wrapped in 
toastiness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

88 Lucienne 2015 Lone Oak Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Fairly reserved 

on both the nose and palate, this bottling begins 
with roasted apple, peach and chalk scents. The 
palate offers lemon and grapefruit peel and Graven-
stein apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Old Cannery Row 2015 Chardonnay (Mon-
terey County). Slightly browned apples, 

crisp nectarine and salted white peach aromas 
show on the nose of this easy-to-like bottling from 
the Wagner family. Apple, peach and guava flavors 
arise on the palate, where they’re lightly spiced 
with clove and nutmeg. A very approachable wine. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Portola Vineyards 2014 Chardonnay (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). A strong hazelnut aroma 

meets poached pear and cotton candy on the nose 
of this bottling, giving a rich yet tightly woven 
impression. The palate is oily in texture, with wal-

nut, pecan, dried apricot and browned apple flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Sbragia 2016 Home Ranch Chardonnay (Dry 
Creek Valley). Aged a mere five months in 

oak, this fresh offering is nutty and expansive on 
the palate, presenting brawny, full-bodied pineap-
ple and anise flavors. Concentrated and ripe, it’s for 
fans of the style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

88 Smoke Tree 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). A fennel note is prominent on the 

nose of this silky smooth and voluptuous white. 
Caramel-topped apple pie richness gives it an 
appealing personality, brightened by a lemon rind 
note on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Ancient Peaks 2016 Chardonnay (Santa Mar-
garita Ranch). There’s a cotton candy aroma 

on the nose of this bottling that builds toward trop-
ical fruit scents, such as guava, papaya and cheri-
moya. Apple pie, mango and coconut cream notes 
cling to a steely line of structure, feeling clean and 
crisp on the palate. A pop of bubblegum shows on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $19 

87 Fritz 2015 Reserve Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). This mild-mannered wine 

offers moderate acidity, a stony texture and Graven-
stein apple and lemon highlights. Medium bodied, it 
finishes clean and simple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

87 Harken 2016 Chardonnay (California). A deli-
cious lemon meringue aroma carries over to 

the flavors of this opulent, buttery, and plush-tex-
tured wine. It’s layered, creamy and concentrated 
but has medium body and doesn’t feel heavy. The 
finish is rich and sweet-seeming. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Kirkland Signature 2015 Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 13.6% Price: $13 

87 Muddy Boot 2016 Johas Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Clarksburg). Very fruity in flavor and 

tangy in mouthfeel, this full-bodied wine combines 
lively acidity with citrus, herb and ripe pear flavors 
and a touch of sweetness. Little or no oak influence 
comes through, so the vivid fruit components take 
center stage. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Rutherford Ranch 2015 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This wine’s oaky entry derives 

from 10 months aging in French and American oak. 
It’s creamy and voluptuous in style, with simple 
flavors of apple and a moderately long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 
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87 Tamber Bey 2016 Unoaked Chardonnay 
(Yountville). Fermented and aged entirely in 

stainless steel, this wine is dominated by tropical 
fruit, swimming in pineapple and banana aromas 
and flavors. Unfettered by oak, it boasts sizzling 
acidity and, while tasty, is somewhat one-dimen-
sional. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $34 

86 Kenwood 2016 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). A reductive nose distracts from 

the dusty oak, vanilla and robust peach and papaya 
notes in this food-friendly, round and approachable 
wine. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Spell 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River Val-
ley). From a cool site near the town of Gra-

ton, this is a highly concentrated, slightly cloudy 
wine with strong Gravenstein apple and lemon-lime 
aromas. Wild anise flavors season the rich, bold pal-
ate, but the finish seems diluted. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

85 Frei Brothers 2015 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Dominant oak notes 

impact this wine in both taste and aroma, provid-
ing caramel- and tropical vanilla-like sweetness. It 
offers anise and pineapple flavors within its light-
bodied frame. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

85 Rich & Creamy 2015 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). A melted butter aroma and rich but-

terscotch and taffy flavors give this medium-bodied 
wine a sweet, candied personality. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Testarossa 2014 Cuvée 107 Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Banana custard 

and charred marshmallow scents show on the nose 
of this bottling. The palate is similar, with charred 
brioche and cream pie flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $23 

84 Kenwood 2016 Six Ridges Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). This is a light-bodied, 

simple and straightforward wine with a generous 
helping of toasted oak, tropical fruit and sweet 
vanilla notes. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

94 Quivira 2015 Refuge Sauvignon Blanc (Dry 
Creek Valley). Made from biodynamically 

grown grapes, this wine is remarkably floral, high-
toned and rewarding—a complex commingling of 
anise, green apple and grapefruit flavors. A gravelly 
texture gives it context and supports the lingering, 
succulent acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

93 Grey Stack 2016 Dry Stack Vineyard Rose-
mary’s Block Sauvignon Blanc (Bennett Val-

ley). This is a juicy, succulent and high-toned wine 
aged in both stainless steel and French oak. From a 
site rich in volcanic soils, it exudes a flinty, stony 
element that’s incredibly compelling, accented with 
passionfruit and grapefruit flavors and driven by 
lengthy acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

93 The Setting 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 8.

abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

92 Eleven Eleven 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Ruth-
erford). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

92 Heitz 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13% Price: $23 

92 Ruby Hill Winery 2016 Reserve Collection 
Sauvignon Blanc (Livermore Valley). This 

big wine has everything required of the variety and 
more. It starts with vivid citrus, herb and melon 
aromas, then lays on ripe white peach, honeydew 
and mineral notes that fill out the palate and lend 
mouthfilling texture. Layering, complexity and 
diverse flavors make it special. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $19 

91 Ancient Peaks 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa 
Margarita Ranch). For full review see page 10. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Berryhill 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). This 
is an unusually complex and intricate wine 

that has more than simple crispness. It starts 
with grapefruit and bitter apple aromas and builds 
toward vibrant but rich grapefruit, mineral and 
savory consommé flavors. The texture is broad and 
mouthfilling but well supported and balanced by 
acidity. A great debut for Berryhill. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

91 Six Sigma Ranch 2016 Michael’s Reserve Sau-
vignon Blanc (Lake County). With a touch 

more depth and complexity than Six Sigma’s other 
offering, this wine has ripe melon and fig flavors, 
full body and a creamy texture that make it a stand-
out. It’s a far cry from the tangy, herbaceous sstyle 
of Sauvignon Blanc, bringing plenty of depth and a 
mouthfilling texture to the table. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $36 

90 Bennett Lane 2016 Maximus White Feast-
ing Wine (Napa Valley). This blend of 89% 

Sauvignon Blanc, 10% Chardonnay and 1% Muscat 
is fulsome, lush and rounded, with deep layers of 

pear, fig and vanilla flavors. Acidity provides a zippy 
end to its lengthy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

90 Brutocao 2016 Feliz Vineyard Estate Bottled 
Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino). This wine’s 

flinty, mineral aroma gives way to lively citrus fla-
vors, great acidity and smooth texture that carry 
into the finish. It’s subtle and medium bodied, with 
very good balance and enough complexity to hold 
interest. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Buttonwood 2016 Musque Sauvignon Blanc 
(Los Olivos District). Almost transparent 

in the glass, this bottling offers clean passionfruit, 
sugar-laced rosemary and cut lawn aromas—a very 
pure expression of the Musqué clone. It’s is grippy 
in texture, and the flavors are quite light, including 
grass, lime peel and delicate honeysuckle. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

90 Buttonwood 2016 Zingy Sauvignon Blanc 
(Los Olivos District). Extremely light in 

color, this always-zippy bottling from winemaker 
Karen Steinwachs shows wet cement, green grape-
fruit, cut grass and faint passionfruit aromas. It’s 
lush and tropical on the palate but remains very 
racy and tight, with lime and more cut grass flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

90 Conclusion 2015 Morgaen Lee Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 15. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Noble Vines 2016 242 Sauvignon Blanc (San 
Bernabe). For full review see page 17. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

90 Ousterhout 2016 Redwood Ranch Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Alexander Valley). With initial 

weightiness and fullness on the palate, this wine 
ultimately delivers crisp, cool peach and melon fla-
vors, a lingering lemon zest note adding to its fresh-
ness. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Quivira 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Dry Creek 
Valley). This is a lively, impressive and 

fresh white wine with salty, stony minerality and 
a well-developed texture. Fig, citrus zest and white 
peach flavors figure into its winning profile. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

90 Six Sigma Ranch 2016 Asbill Valley Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Lake County). Vanilla and fig 

hints add interest to this medium-bodied, richly 
textured wine. It’s quietly fruity, suggesting honey-
dew melon, and has complex layers that unfold on 
the palate. It’s a very good example of how this grape 
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variety thrives in Lake County. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $18 

90 Two Angels 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (High 
Valley). For full review see page 17. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $17 

89 Bliss 2016 Estate Bottled Sauvignon Blanc 
(Mendocino). Sublety and a crisp, bracing 

texture make this wine perfect for many different 
occasions. It has restrained dried thyme, mineral 
and lemon flavors, an appetizing tang of acidity and 
a rounded texture on the finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Bogle 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
This wine’s bold, tropical grapefruit and 

pineapple flavors and bright acidity make for a 
refreshing mouthfeel. A slight touch of sweetness 
rounds off the otherwise vibrant, citrusy personal-
ity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

89 Donkey & Goat 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Men-
docino Ridge). This maverick wine looks 

cloudy and orange in hue and offers citrus zest and 
peach skin aromas. That’s because it was fermented 
with the grape skins, like a red wine. A plethora of 
flavors comes through on the palate, from peach 
and almond to jasmine and prosciutto, and it has 
a mouthfilling texture. Know that it’s not a main-
stream wine but enjoy it anyway. —J.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $32 

89 Longboard 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). A piney, minty, earthy aroma and 

citrus and herb flavors make this light-bodied 
wine appetizing. It’s dry and well-balanced and has 
plenty of personality, so drink up. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Roark Wine Co. 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Fresh nectarine, wet 

stone, cider apple and cut grass notes show on the 
nose of this bottling. The flavors are rounded, with 
Anjou pear, Granny Smith apple and citrus touches, 
upright tannins and prominent malic acids. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

88 Beringer 2016 Founders’ Estate Sauvignon 
Blanc (California). Full bodied and rounded 

in texture, this wine has lots of ripe fruit and good 
balance, without the herbal character typical of 
Sauvignon Blanc. Mild melon and apple aromas lead 
to rich melon and fig flavors and a generous, mouth-
coating texture. A great value. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 High Valley Vineyard 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(High Valley). This wine has fresh snap pea 

and lemon aromas followed by crisp green apple fla-

vors. It starts out tangy but is cushioned by a hint of 
sweetness for a soft finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

88 Husch 2016 La Ribera Vineyards Sauvignon 
Blanc (Mendocino). This refreshing, well-

made wine combines vibrant citrus flavors with 
richer ripe melon and apple notes for an interesting 
and enjoyable personality.  —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

88 Le Mulet Rouge 2016 Estate Sauvignon 
Blanc (Fiddletown). A light earthy aroma 

and enjoyable savory flavors suggesting dried herbs, 
bouillon and canteloupe characterize this decep-
tively full-bodied, dry wine. It has a nervy, crisp 
texture, great acidity and intriguing complexity. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $24 

88 Luna Hart 2016 Faith Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Los Olivos District). Rounded peach, 

cider apple, chalk and seltzer aromas mix with a 
touch of yeast on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
a racy, tactile acidity on the palate, lending depth 
to its dried apple, pear and sea salt flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $23 

88 McFadden 2016 Blue Quail Sauvignon Blanc 
(Potter Valley). This is a good, well-made 

wine that hits the spot, with lively apple and citrus 
aromas, fresh and crisp fruit flavors, a lively mouth-
feel and tangy finish. It will be easy to pair with 
appetizers, seafood and light entrees. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $16 

88 Michael Pozzan 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Lake 
County). For full review see page 17. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Pech Merle 2016 Big Valley Sauvignon Blanc 
(Lake County). This wine strikes a balance 

between crispness and fullness as it offers tart 
green apple aromas, richer, riper apple and Bosc 
pear flavors and a texture that’s more rounded than 
sharp. —J.G. 
abv: NA Price: $19 

88 Pestoni Family 2016 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Rutherford). This stainless steel-aged wine 

shows confected, marshmallow-like notes before its 
high-toned, stony minerality comes through. Peach 
and citrus flavors form the fruit foundation, which 
is creamy in texture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $23 

88 Point & Line 2015 McGinley Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Happy Canyon of Santa Bar-

bara). Paraffin, grapefruit pith, pungent smoke and 
citrus candy scents show on the nose of this bot-
tling, which is a bit reductive and needs some time 
to breath. When it does, its honey, lime peel and wet 
cement flavors emerge. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

88 Titus 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Val-
ley). Nutty and medium bodied, this is a 

straightforward white wine. Its tropical passion-
fruit and lush pear flavors are zesty, and its texture 
is creamy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $23 

88 Webster Cellars 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Dry 
Creek Valley). Having spent time in both 

oak and stainless steel, this wine offers intense 
golden toast flavor and focused acidity, the fruit 
recalling grapefruit pith and melon. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $29 

87 Emerald Hare 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). This full-bodied wine relies more on its 

rich texture and nutty, mineral flavors than on the 
usual citrus and herb notes, so it’s rather thick in 
profile. It has the heft of a Chardonnay and savory, 
almond-like accents that are worth appreciating. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

87 Fetzer 2016 Echo Ridge Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). Nicely balanced and fairly 

fruity, this wine is easy to like for its crisp apple 
and grapefruit aromas, fresh and ripe flavors and 
smooth and lively texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

87 Flint & Steel 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). Thickly concentrated in a rich style, 

this wine also possesses a balanced backbone of 
citrus and melon flavor, made more decadent by 
accompanying marshmallow and vanilla bean notes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Gracianna 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Dry Creek 
Valley). Made in a New Zealand-esque 

grassy style with plenty of herbal notes, this wine 
is seriously tart, with a stony texture and a strong 
taste of briny lemon rind. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

86 Kenefick Ranch 2016 Estate Grown Sau-
vignon Blanc (Calistoga). This wine has 

a grassy element that won’t appeal to all palates, 
complemented by medium body and citrus, wet 
stone and peach fuzz flavor. Neutral oak aging keeps 
it fresh and lively. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

86 Oak Grove 2016 Family Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (California). For full review see page 

18. Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

86 Sand Point 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). 
This light-bodied, assertive Sauvignon 

Blanc exudes classic aromas and flavors of fresh 
herb and snap pea, helping it taste crisp, dry and 
true to type. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 
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86 Save Me San Francisco 2016 Bulletproof 
Picasso Sauvignon Blanc (California). 

Vanilla and butter touches give this medium-bod-
ied, rather oaky wine extra richness. Its soft, creamy 
texture and muted fruit flavors are a bit unusual for 
the type, but it’s still quite enjoyable to sip. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 Geyser Peak 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). This is a good, dry wine with moderate 

fruit flavors, a straightforward texture and medium 
body. It has mild lemon and apple notes in the 
aroma and on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Pomelo 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
A rounded mouthfeel and plenty of fruit fla-

vors, like apple and honeydew, make this medium-
bodied wine user-friendly. The acidity is soft, and 
the flavors drop off quickly on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Ty Caton 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
Valley). Tart, tangy lemon flavor meets 

green apple and quince in this lush, oaky wine. Its 
texture is robust. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

84 Renwood 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Amador 
County). This lightweight wine has almost 

neutral aromas, light banana cream-like flavors but-
ter and a soft texture. It’s a curious confection from 
a usually crisp and zingy varietal. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

82 Alias 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
Earthy and dried-herb aromas are followed 

by thin herbaceous flavors like celery and cucumber 
in this light-bodied wine. The texture is soft and 
watery. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

CHENIN BLANC

92 Chappellet 2016 Signature Chenin Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Owner Molly Chappellet’s 

beloved baby, this white is deliciously crisp, dry and 
balanced, with layers of Meyer lemon, waxy apple 
and floral gardenia. Percolating acidity maintains 
its freshness beneath its rich texture and tropical 
succulence. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

92 Leo Steen Wines 2014 The Steen Chenin 
Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). Danish somme-

lier-turned-winemaker Leo Hansen aims to make 
food-friendly wines, and this delicate Chenin is a 
great example. Light honey, candied lemon, lime 
pith and tangerine peel aromas show subtly on the 
nose. Sparkly acidity makes its clean and crisp nec-
tarine, cherimoya and lime skin flavors pop, with 
pinpoint focus and a slight grip. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Lang & Reed 2016 Chenin Blanc (Men-
docino). This outstanding wine is quite 

lush and ripe without being overtly fruity. It has 
enticing vanilla and coconut aromas, ripe honeydew 
melon and fig flavors and an exceptionally viscous 
and creamy mouthfeel. It’s full bodied and very 
smooth in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

90 Municipal Winemakers 2016 Blanche Old 
Vine Chenin Blanc (Santa Barbara County). 

Pale in the glass, this wine from the Jurassic Park 
Vineyard booms with clean and crisp tropical notes 
on the nose, showing poached pear, papaya, pine-
apple and gardenia aromas. Energetic acidity deliv-
ers its peach, mango and guava flavors, making for a 
potent but not treacly palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Roark Wine Co. 2015 Chenin Blanc (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Extremely light, clean and 

pure aromas of tart grapefruit rind and citrus blos-
soms show on the nose of this bottling from the 
Jurassic Park Vineyard. There’s bountiful energy 
to the palate, where the citrusy freshness of lemon 
rinds meets brisk, sea breeze-like salinity and the 
lightest hint of melon and Pink Lady apple. Serve 
with shellfish. —M.K. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $26 

89 Leo Steen Wines 2015 The Steen Chenin 
Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). This bottling is 

extremely light in aroma and flavor (though both 
will increase with bottle age), so its texture is its 
strongest selling point. Faint peach skin, nectarine 
flesh, melon and citrus aromas lead into a perfectly 
grippy palate, where citrus peel and beeswax flavors 
crescendo into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

85 Husch 2016 Chenin Blanc (Mendocino). 
Lightly sweet and very fruity, this wine is an 

easy-drinking, rather light-bodied choice for a pic-
nic or for anyone with a sweet tooth. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $13 

PINOT GRIS / PINOT GRIGIO

91 Noble Vines 2016 152 Pinot Grigio (San Bern-
abe). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Hahn 2016 SLH Pinot Gris (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). There’s a tropical touch to this 

wine’s mellow and light nose, but that opulent fruit 
is cut by lemon, red apple and mandarin zest. Fresh 
pluot and tropical candy notes show on the zippy 
palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

88 Keller 2014 La Cruz Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(Sonoma Coast). This dry estate wine is 

voluptuous and richly floral, with well-developed 
stone fruit and melon flavors. Medium-bodied, it’s 

weighty enough to be enjoyed on its own or at the 
table with a wide array of foods. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

87 Claiborne & Churchill 2016 Pinot Gris (Arroyo 
Grande Valley). Pear, cooked apple and cit-

rus notes show on the nose of this bottling from the 
Alsace-inspired winery in the heart of Edna Valley. 
The palate veers dry, with sour orange and more 
cooked apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

86 HandCraft 2016 Artisan Collection Pinot 
Grigio (California). A rich texture and good, 

fruity flavors make this light-bodied, low-alcohol 
wine easy to enjoy. Apple and white peach aromas 
meet apple flavors and a soft mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

83 Reyes 2016 Renaissance Pinot Grigio (Cali-
fornia). Extremely light in color and shy on 

the nose, this is closer to water than wine. The fla-
vors are also faint, recalling only slight touches of 
red apple and pear. —M.K. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $22 

RIESLING

95 Galerie 2016 Terracea Riesling (Spring Moun-
tain District). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

92 Claiborne & Churchill 2016 Dry Riesling (Edna 
Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

91 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards White 
Riesling (Santa Maria Valley). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 14.13% Price: $60 

91 Jana 2015 Dry Riesling (Mendocino). Classic 
smoky, spicy aromas and complex fruit fla-

vors make this dry, light-bodied wine from veteran 
winemaker Scott Harvey fascinating to taste. Its 
green apple, grapefruit and peach hints are accented 
with light floral, spicy touches. Vibrant acidity 
keeps it lively and appetizing with each sip. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 Coquelicot 2016 Riesling (Los Olivos Dis-
trict). This wine’s mellow petrol notes meet 

lemon pith and crushed chalk on the nose for a fresh 
introduction. The palate is grippy and structured, 
presenting rounded tangerine and candied lime fla-
vors, with the slightest hint of petrol. —M.K. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $29 

89 Municipal Winemakers 2016 Bright White 
Riesling (Santa Barbara County). This bot-

tling from Kick-on Ranch is fresh and easy on the 
nose, with lemon-lime soda, crisp Asian pear and 
sweet jicama aromas, making for a refreshing expe-
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rience that almost everyone can enjoy. It’s light in 
body and acid-powered on the palate, with Pink 
Lady apple hints. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

88 Claiborne & Churchill 2016 Riesling (Central 
Coast). Citrus, ripe apple, guava and pine-

apple soda aromas show on the nose of this bottling 
from a winery that has explored white Alsatian 
grapes since the early 1980s. It tightens up consid-
erably on the palate, where Asian pear and lemon 
skin flavors make for a mellow expression. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

88 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Riesling 
(Santa Maria Valley). Yellow rose, honey-

glazed almond, tangerine peel and beeswax aro-
mas combine for a complex nose in this bottling 
from a new label. It’s quite dry and tightly wound 
on the palate, where waxy flavors of sour orange, 
lemon spritz and grapefruit peel leave a bittersweet 
impression, finishing with a hint of petrol. —M.K. 
abv: 14.13% Price: $40 

85 Phillips Hill 2016 Greenwood Ridge Vineyard 
Riesling (Mendocino Ridge). This light-bod-

ied wine is a bit sweet and sugary, balanced by crisp 
apple flavors and a tangy touch of acidity. It’s good 
and thirst-quenching. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

85 SeaGlass 2016 Riesling (Central Coast). 
From vineyards in both Santa Barbara and 

Monterey, this blue-bottled wine shows honey, can-
died apple, orange blossom and lime peel scents. 
The palate is quite dry, with the slightest suggestion 
of sweetness, offering orange sorbet and grapefruit 
rind flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

GRENACHE BLANC

90 Priest Ranch 2016 Estate Grenache Blanc 
(Napa Valley). This concentrated, hearty 

white was aged entirely in stainless steel. It’s full 
of ripe melon and peach fruit, with a sharp, focused 
streak of acidity underlying all that richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

89 Buttonwood 2016 Estate Grown Grenache 
Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). This is a very 

summery bottling, with bright, fruity aromas recall-
ing guava, peach, gardenia, pineapple and lemon-
lime soda. That fruit salad aspect persists on the 
palate, but it’s cut by a powerful burst of acidity, 
making it great for lakeside sipping. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

89 Tercero 2014 Grenache Blanc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). The nose of this bottling from the 

Camp Four and El Camino Real vineyards is reduc-
tive at first, but it shows lemon curd, grapefruit 
rind and wet cement notes as it opens. The palate 

is bright, clean and tight, with a grippy texture and 
preserved lemon and bitter orange flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

88 Miller Wine Works 2015 Naked Vine Vineyard 
Grenache Blanc (El Dorado). Very generous 

and full-bodied, this wine has buttery, toasty aro-
mas and almost-sweet marshmallow, vanilla and 
cream flavors. It’s mouth-coating and has a linger-
ing, tasty finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $25 

VIOGNIER

92 Conclusion 2015 The Storyteller Proprietary 
White Wine (Sonoma County). This small 

production blend of 90% Viognier and 10% Sauvi-
gnon Blanc leads with fragrant, inviting floral quali-
ties and well-defined layers of peach and apricot 
fruit. Light and bright, it’s balanced, focused and 
utterly delicious. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $19 

92 Le Mulet Rouge 2016 Estate Viognier (Fiddle-
town). Concentrated and rich in flavor and 

creamy in texture, this wine has a big profile with-
out seeming overtly fruity or oaky. The mouthfeel 
is lush, broad and quietly powerful, while subtle 
pear and marzipan flavors coat the palate and linger 
on the finish. It makes a grand impression and is 
"meaty" enough to serve with poultry or even beef. 
Winemaker Tracy Hart used no oak or stainless 
steel, fermenting and aging the wine in food-grade 
polyethylene FlexTanks. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $23 

91 Cedarville Vineyard 2015 Estate Viognier 
(El Dorado). This is a luscious wine with 

a smooth and hearty mouthfeel, ample ripe fruit 
reminiscent of pears and white peaches, and vanilla 
and honey accents on both the nose and palate. 
Fermented in neutral barrels, it doesn’t have oaky 
flavors but feels soft in acidity and seems to melt in 
the mouth. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $22 

91 Paskett 2016 Viognier (Lodi). Apricot, peach, 
orange blossom and honey flavors all come 

together in this ultrasmooth, ripe but well-balanced 
wine. Zingy acidity blends with the rich fruitiness 
to keep it lively and refreshing, even while the vis-
cosity coats the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $27 

89 Feist 2016 Viognier (Fair Play). Lighter and 
livelier than typical California Viognier, 

this has crisp apple and citrus aromas, nicely tangy 
fruit flavors and relatively light body. It feels juicy 
but lean rather than rich, in a refreshing alternative 
style. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

89 Peachy Canyon 2016 Concrete Blanc Viognier 
(Paso Robles). This wine’s clean lines of 

honey, chamomile, Gala apple and ripe Asian pear 
grow more tropical the longer it breathes. Its med-
ley of flavors includes candied lemon, white peach 
syrup and melon, but a honey-laced chamomile tea 
note comes out strongest. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

87 Oak Grove 2016 Family Reserve Viognier 
(California). For full review see page 18. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

WHITE BLENDS

92 Margerum 2016 M5 (Santa Barbara County). 
This blend of 48% Grenache Blanc, 14% 

Roussanne, 14% Viognier, 12% Marsanne and 12% 
Vermentino is one of the best and zippiest white 
Rhône-inspired blends on the market right now. Its 
clean nose offers key lime, grapefruit pith and gun-
powder tea aromas. The palate is grippy and fresh, 
with zesty lime skin and the slight bubblegum fla-
vors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

92 Monochrome 2016 Wall of Sound (Califor-
nia). Enticing floral and spice aromas are 

followed by vivid and generous tropical fruit flavors 
in this full-bodied wine. It deftly combines energiz-
ing acidity with opulent fruit, wrapping them in a 
layer of moderately toasty, buttery oak. Barrel fer-
mented and blended from 52% Viognier and 48% 
Roussanne grapes, it tastes bold but bright. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

91 Markus Wine Co 2016 Nimmo (Lodi). This 
dry, fruity wine made from Germanic grape 

varieties gains extra richness in mouthfeel and 
body due to being fermented in 60% new barrels. It 
has ripe apple and peach notes and buttery, toasty 
accents that add interest and complexity. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Lasseter 2015 Voila (Sonoma Valley). This 
blend of 50% Sémillon, 30% Sauvignon 

Blanc Clone 1 and 20% Sauvignon Musqué from 
Monte Rosso and Leveroni vineyards was aged in 
French oak. Succulent as a peach, it’s intensely ripe 
and flavorful, with vanilla bean and melon notes 
and a wisp of sweetness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $46 

88 Markus Wine Co 2016 Nativo (Lodi). A rather 
hefty version of a German-style dry wine, 

this has a rich texture and white peach and apri-
cot flavors, all supported by tangy acidity. Kerner is 
the main grape variety in the blend, which is quite 
unusual in the U.S. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $22 

86 Ballentine 2016 Maple Station Estate Grown 
White (Napa Valley). This combines Char-

donnay, Malvasia Bianca, Sauvignon Blanc and 
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Chenin Blanc in nearly equal parts. A sweet, floral 
nose of honeysuckle dominates before apricot jam 
and vanilla flavors enter the scene. Thick and con-
centrated, it finishes with a dry, crisp lemon note. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

85 ManCan NV White (California). This canned 
white is slightly dark in color, smells and 

tastes nicely fruity and has vanilla and cream 
accents. It’s full-bodied, soft and smooth on the pal-
ate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $5/375 ml 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Markus Wine Co 2016 Insieme Torrontés 
(Lodi). While crisp and bracing due to tart 

apricot and green apple flavors, this wine deepens 
on the palate as compelling white raspberry, white 
peach and subtle floral, spicy notes unfold. Markus 
Niggli added 5% North Carolina-grown Traminette, 
making it an interesting and seriously delicious bot-
tle to enjoy over a seafood lunch or as an apéritif. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Phillips Hill 2016 Valley Foothills Vineyard 
Gewürztraminer (Anderson Valley). Lively, 

dry and packed with fruit flavors, this medium-
bodied wine starts with peach and apricot aromas, 
adds crisp apple and white peach notes on the pal-
ate and is tangy with acidity from the first sip to the 
last. Made in a stainless steel instead of oak barrels, 
it has all the freshness one could want. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $22 

88 Via Giusti 2016 Las Brisas Vineyard Vermen-
tino (Carneros). Entirely stainless-steel 

fermented and aged, this crisp white for immedi-
ate drinking is from a great vineyard site considered 
ground zero for the variety. Grass, pea shoot and 
corn aromas lead the way, as its tart, dry apricot and 
melon flavors beg for oysters. —V.B. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $28 

87 Portalupi 2016 Las Brisas Vineyard Vermen-
tino (Carneros). Grassy, floral and herbal, 

this nice white comes from a well-regarded site 
devoted to the variety. Melon and fuzzy peach fla-
vors highlight its dry, diluted palate, with moderate 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

SPARKLING WINES

92 Schramsberg 2014 Brut Rosé (North Coast). 
This subtle, restrained and elegant wine 

from a classic producer leads with nice doughy, 
toasty aromas. It fills the mouth with delicate bub-
bles and lingers on the finish, giving more toasty 

complexity and lasting fruit impressions. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $45 

90 Louis Pommery NV Brut (California). For full 
review see page 16. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Mirabelle NV Mirabelle Brut Rosé (North 
Coast). Very flavorful and generous, this 

wine has bright berry aromas, a mouth-filling, 
smooth mousse and vibrant, ripe raspberry and 
cherry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $30 

88 Onward 2016 Capp-Inn Ranch Pétillant 
Naturel Malvasia Bianca (Suisun Valley). 

This crisp, dry and elegant wine is light-bodied, 
with delicate bread dough and flower aromas, citrus 
flavors and gentle effervescence. It’s smooth, clean 
and delicious. —J.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $24 

87 Bonny Doon 2014 Pinot Doonier (California). 
This dark red sparkling wine made from 

Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier smells like Dr. Pep-
per, has lively bubbles and leaves a dry, very fruity 
impression on the palate. Dark cherry and ripe plum 
flavors dominate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

87 ManCan NV Fizz (California). For full review 
see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $5/375 ml 

85 Onward 2016 Hawkeye Ranch Petillant 
Naturel Rosé (Redwood Valley). Not your 

average bottle of bubbles, this naturally fermented 
wine has a cloudy appearance, wild earthy aromas 
and lots of peachy, spicy, earthy flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $30 

ROSÉS

90 Kenwood 2016 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Light bodied and just ripe, this is a 

delightfully crisp, refreshing expression of the vari-
ety. Stainless steel fermentation preserves its core 
of candied orange and strawberry flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Krupp Brothers 2016 The Damsel Rosé 
(Napa Valley). Made from Tempranillo and 

Syrah grapes from Stagecoach Vineyard, this inau-
gural release is unctuous yet light. Six months of 
aging in mostly French oak has added complexity 
and a touch of weight. Its orange and peach flavors 
are juicy and substantial. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

90 Ousterhout 2016 Woods Vineyard Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This 

bright, light and acid-driven wine is juicy and 
fresh—a full embrace of tart lemon and tangerine 

flavors. Its liveliness is long-lived and welcome. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $29 

90 Ousterhout 2015 800 Vines Vineyard Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). From a 

site in Green Valley, this crisp, light-bodied offer-
ing has a dusty rose aroma and a meaty consistency 
the provides body without weight. Cranberry and 
cherry notes form its fruit core, accompanied by a 
tease of grapefruit. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

87 Friedeman 2016 Dichotomy Rosé of Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Meaty and sub-

stantial on the palate, this wine comes from several 
vineyard sites and was fermented in stainless steel 
tanks. It has a juicy note of sweet, ripe red fruit 
that’s inviting. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

86 Lasseter 2016 Enjoué Estate Grown Rosé 
(Sonoma Valley). Made from Syrah, Gre-

nache, Mourvèdre and Counoise grapes grown at 
the producer’s 95-acre estate, this is a dry, simple 
wine with tart yet ripe strawberry and peach notes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

86 Spicy Vines 2016 Violet Rosé (Dry Creek 
Valley). This field blend of Grenache, Zin-

fandel, Carignane and Cinsault was fermented in 
stainless steel and partially aged in neutral oak. Its 
strawberry and orange flavors combine effortlessly 
within its light, dry frame. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $28 

PINOT NOIR

96 Roark Wine Co. 2014 Sanford & Benedict 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). The 

fascinating nose of this wine is reason enough to 
seek it out—an aromatic display of underripe rasp-
berry, tart pomegranate, fresh dill, eucalyptus and 
sage. Montmorency cherry notes show on the pal-
ate, along with mace, Vietnamese cinnamon and 
fennel. A unique, refreshing and memorable wine. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $52 

95 Chanin 2015 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Perfectly baked red 

cherry aromas are dusted with cola, slate, olive, 
sumac and Middle Eastern spice on the nose of 
this bottling from the historic vineyard. The palate 
expertly balances tight tannins, bright acidity and 
a vibrant energy to deliver tart raspberry, thyme, 
forest floor and roast beef flavors that sail into the 
zingy finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

95 Claiborne & Churchill 2015 Twin Creeks Pinot 
Noir (Edna Valley). The nose of this bottling 

explodes with exotic cherry scents and compelling 
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strokes of iron, rose, carnation and cinnamon. It’s 
refreshingly tart and earthy on the palate, where 
dewy sage, mint and tarragon touches lift its youth-
ful raspberry and green olive flavors. Easy to guzzle, 
yet intriguingly complex. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

95 Gary Farrell 2015 Rochioli Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 4. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

95 Lynmar 2015 Kanzler Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From a meticulously 

farmed site, this robust wine is intense and pow-
erful, with a baked fruit component that makes it 
compelling and delicious. Forest floor, sage and rhu-
barb jam notes enwrap its concentrated weight and 
texture, with an underlying acidity that tingles the 
tongue. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $70 

95 Mount Eden Vineyards 2014 Estate Bottled 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). For full 

review see page 4. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

94 Calera 2014 Ryan Vineyard Pinot Noir (Mt. 
Harlan). For full review see page 5. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

94 Chanin 2015 Los Alamos Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Barbara County). Very light 

in appearance, this sprightly bottling offers tart 
yet warm aromas of wild cherry, cranberry, sweet 
oregano, sandalwood and wet earth. Pomegranate, 
strawberry, slate and cedar notes show on the pal-
ate, which showcases ripeness in a restrained fash-
ion. Drink now–2035. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

94 Comartin 2015 R-Bar-R Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). From a vineyard 

at 1,100 feet elevation in the southern part of the 
appellation, this bottling shows light and lively 
raspberry, plum, white pepper, fennel and damp 
herb aromas. The palate abounds with red fruit, 
well-woven acidity and layers of herbs. A raspberry 
jam note pops on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

94 Della 2015 Keefer Ranch Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Earthy forest floor 

and sage notes make for a savory experience in this 
otherwise juicy wine. Robust, full-bodied and con-
centrated, it offers developed flavors of baked plum, 
strawberry and rhubarb compote, the fruit edged 
with menthol. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

94 Della 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). Made from three vineyards within 

the appellation, this displays exemplary blending. 
Slightly reductive now, in its youth, it effortlessly 

melds together dark blackberry, strawberry and 
chocolate flavors, with a surly shock of pine forest-
like earthiness. Decadent and velvety. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Della 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). From 
four vineyard sites across the appellation, 

this coastal wine shows an intriguing note of rose 
petal and turned earth before unleashing full-bod-
ied waves of chewy, cool-climate tannin. Its rhubarb 
and red cherry fruit has a savory edge; acidity car-
ries it long into the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Fess Parker 2015 Parker West Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 13.6% Price: $58 

94 Fess Parker 2015 Sanford & Benedict Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

94 Flying Goat Cellars 2012 Bassi Ranch Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (San Luis Obispo County). 

Cola, red cherry, thyme, green peppercorn, iron 
and chocolate hints show on the nose of this bot-
tling from an extreme coastal property near Pismo. 
The palate is herbal in character, with thyme, sage, 
oregano and pine forest seasonings that overlay its 
bright cherry fruit. Already mature, there’s tons of 
life left in this wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

94 La Follette 2015 Sangiacomo Roberts Road 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This 

wine is velvety smooth, thick and savory—a com-
plex and nuanced celebration of a great site that’s 
meticulously farmed. It unspools black tea, clove 
and spicy cola flavors as it opens. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

94 Lucienne 2015 Lone Oak Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Lynmar 2015 Anisya’s Blend Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $85 

94 Lynmar 2015 Block 10 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). From a section of the pro-

ducer’s Quail Hill Vineyard, this wine sings with 
smoky sage and forest floor notes, its tingling acid-
ity emphasizing freshness. Its backbone of thick 
tannins offers strength and power, contrasting more 
delicate layers of blueberry flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $80 

94 Sean Thackrey 2015 Andromeda Devil’s 
Gulch Ranch Pinot Noir (Marin County). This 

bold and distinctive wine from an outstanding vine-
yard in the Marin County hills has exotic blackberry 
and pine needle aromas, vivid and concentrated 

black cherry flavors and a focus that’s unmatched. 
It’s layered and persistent, with a luxurious tide of 
ripe fruit, moderate tannins and a nicely viscous 
texture. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

94 Siduri 2015 Betty Ann Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Expansive on the 

palate, with lively acidity, this is robust, ripe and 
complex. Its powerful core of strawberry-rhubarb 
fruit is layered with forest pine, rose, and crushed 
rock notes, the texture velvety thick but balanced. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

93 Boekenoogen 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $46 

93 Calera 2014 de Villiers Pinot Noir (Mt. Har-
lan). Very dark in the glass, this drought-

hammered bottling (from a yield of just two-thirds 
of a ton per acre!) shows deep and concentrated 
black plum, black currant and licorice aromas but 
retains the wild thyme and dark mint character 
typical of Central Coast Pinot Noir. The palate com-
bines richness with strong acidity, its concentrated 
black cherry fruit cut with tart plum skin notes. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $52 

93 Calera 2014 Mills Vineyard Pinot Noir (Mt. 
Harlan). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $62 

93 Chanin 2015 Sanford & Benedict Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Finely chopped 

herb notes, recalling marjoram, thyme and anise, 
combine with with dried rose and red cherry aro-
mas on the delicately wild nose of this bottling. The 
palate adds forest floor flavors to its dark red fruit, 
making for a heady expression that grows in com-
plexity sip after sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

93 Decroux 2015 Rosemary’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Arroyo Grande Valley). This bottling’s 

core of black cherry fragrance is wrapped in sugar 
plum, balsamic, allspice and nutmeg notes, combin-
ing elegance and power. Mulberry and wild cherry 
flavors show on the palate, lifted by baking spice 
and gingerbread accents and balanced by solid acid-
ity and tannins. A sagebrush note pops on the fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

93 Della 2015 Terra De Promissio Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Big, brawny tannins 

carry wave after wave of ripe black cherry, cola and 
clove flavor in this ethereal, earthy wine. Its velvety 
texture is rich and rewarding, balanced by a persis-
tent thread of acidity and a tease of ash. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 
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93 Dierberg 2014 Dierberg Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). The nose of this bot-

tling from winemaker Tyler Thomas is simultane-
ously delicate and voluptuous, with strawberry, 
plump plum, crushed slate and pepper seasonings. 
The palate is focused, with fresh red fruit, a rocky 
structure and strong thyme, marjoram and sage 
characteristics. Soft and delicious, it finishes with 
a dried strawberry kick. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $44 

93 Domaine Eden 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz 
Mountains). This wine’s wild raspberry, 

mace, composting violets, kola nut and musk hints 
make for a very pretty but extremely complex nose. 
Fermented with 30% whole clusters, it’s energetic 
on the palate, with dark cranberry and sharp rasp-
berry flavors enhanced by allspice and anise. It has 
a very long finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Fess Parker 2015 Older Barrel Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

93 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.53% Price: $75 

93 La Crema 2015 Fog Veil Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 La Crema 2014 Pinot Noir (Green Valley). 
This bold, intense expression of the variety 

entices with an exuberant nose of white pepper, 
clove and cardamom scents, a spark of pine needle 
fragrance just underneath. Tingly acidity provides 
freshness and added succulence to its otherwise 
rich texture and black cherry decadence. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Lucienne 2015 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Lucienne 2015 Hook Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Roark Wine Co. 2015 Burning Creek Ranch 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). There is much to 

like about the youthful vibrancy of this wine from 
Texas-raised Ryan Roark. It packs bright and fruity 
raspberry, pomegranate, hibiscus and crushed vio-
let aromas on the nose. The refreshing palate pairs 
snappy raspberry fruit with fennel pollen and euca-
lyptus touches. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $72 

93 Sarah’s Vineyard 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). This is a fabulous example 

of a light, balanced wine from the Santa Lucia High-
lands, which is perhaps better known for richness. 
It shows savory aromas of smoked cherries, nose-
tickling sage, juniper-laced sausage and cayenne 
pepper. The palate is energetic, with a pleasant 
viscosity that carries its cranberry, cherry, thyme, 
oregano and sandalwood flavors into the finish. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $38 

93 Siduri 2015 Keefer Ranch Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Burnt tea, forest 

floor and crushed leaf aromas ride atop dense lay-
ers of turned earth and stemmy rose scents in this 
intriguing wine from a beloved site. Moderate acid-
ity keeps it fresh, highlighting its succulent black 
cherry fruit with lavender and Asian spice notes 
that emerge on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Siduri 2015 Parsons’ Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This succulent 

wine’s brawny earth is steadied by fresh acidity, 
adding tart flavors of tangy rhubarb, cranberry and 
rose. Crushed rock and dried herb notes add savory 
complexity and texture, but it’s the pretty aromas 
that ultimately seize the day. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

93 Sojourn 2015 Reuling Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). This is a delicious, memo-

rable wine that does the vineyard justice, offering 
layers of baked strawberry fruit tempered by mod-
erate acidity. As it slowly opens, it reveals rose 
petal, cherry and pomegranate flavors, its texture 
broad yet defined. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $69 

93 Windrun 2015 Vintage Selection No. 12 Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 

8. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $33 

92 Boekenoogen 2015 3 Clone Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). This bottling smells much 

like a bundle of freshly cleared sagebrush, with 
hints of fennel, charred tomato, wood, cola and wild 
black cherry. Its extremely soft mouthfeel massages 
the tongue with lush tannins, and its black cherry 
richness is cut by tart pomegranate-like acidity and 
lifted by cocoa, coffee and ginger spice notes. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

92 Calera 2014 Selleck Pinot Noir (Mt. Harlan). 
With just over a half-ton harvested per acre 

due to the drought, this is a potent wine, with nose-
tickling dark boysenberry, asphalt and wet stone 
aromas and brighter lifts of dried sage and rasp-
berry. The soft palate combines vibrant acidity with 
raspberry and mulberry flavors and a hint of dried 
herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

92 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir (Edna Valley). For full review see page 

9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 Chanin 2015 Duvarita Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Barbara County). Gavin Chanin has 

managed to make an Old World-styled wine with 
this bottling. More delicate than its boisterous 
Central Coast neighbors, it has an elegance that 
will appeal to Burgundy nuts. Pepper, pomegranate, 
cranberry and olive aromas lead into an extremely 
light palate of candied raspberry, red plum and 
uncrushed peppercorn flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Decroux 2015 John Sebastiano Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Subtle aromas of 

mulberry, mace and vanilla meet with more intrigu-
ing notes of animal blood, rust and iodine on the 
nose of this bottling by Jennifer Hoage. Snappy and 
tart raspberry pops on the palate alongside forest 
underbrush and sandalwood. It’s a great, balanced 
and even-handed entry point for those looking to 
explore the less ripe side of the grape. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 Decroux 2015 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Exotically spiced mul-

berry and red currant aromas meet sumac, clove 
and sweet rose petal scents on the nose of this 
bottling from a promising new project by Jennifer 
Hoage. The palate blends dried sage, juniper and 
pine needle flavors with cherry and red plum fruit, 
showing complexity but a light texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $75 

92 Dierberg 2014 Drum Canyon Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This is a very supple 

wine from a vineyard just north of Highway 246, 
with baked strawberry, iron, cinnamon and allspice 
aromas, recalling French toast on the nose. The pal-
ate is tarter, with cranberry, rose petal, fennel frond 
and vanilla flavors that carry deep into the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $52 

92 Fess Parker 2015 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Rich red cherry, 

rust, smoke and crushed gravel aromas show on 
the nose of this bottling from the historic vineyard. 
Smoked meat, lavender and rose petal notes play 
with cranberry, pomegranate and hibiscus flavors, 
creating a pleasant mix of delicate and savory ele-
ments. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $58 

92 Jackson Estate 2015 Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). Lightly smoky and spicy oak 

nuances top off this deeply fruity and concentrated 
wine, which has firm tannins and good acidity to 
support its richness. Almost-sweet plum and black 
cherry notes form its core, while vanilla and baking 
spice notes complete the picture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 
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92 Jackson Estate 2014 Outland Ridge Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This rich, mouth-

filling wine starts with almost-sweet floral, 
plummy, oaky aromas, building toward ripe cherry, 
strawberry and black plum flavors and a smooth 
texture. Everything, from its deep color to its lin-
gering finish, suggests a bold personality. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

92 Lost Canyon 2014 Dutton Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Wafting baked bread 

aromas create a warm, inviting entry in this wine, 
which reveals medium-bodied layers of tart, tangy 
citrus, cranberry and pomegranate as it opens. 
High-toned yet deep, it offers balance and complex-
ity and lingers on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Phillips Hill 2014 Roma’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Delicate in flavor and 

firm in texture, this wine is savory and complex, 
with a slightly lean but very appetizing mouthfeel. 
Cranberry and black tea aromas are followed by 
tangy red cherry and cinnamon spice flavors sup-
ported by a light layer of fine-grained tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $43 

92 Sante Arcangeli 2015 Family Reserve Selezi-
one Susie Toulouse Vineyard Pinot Noir 

(Anderson Valley). This wine shows a touch of spicy, 
smoky oak from aging in 20% new French barrels, 
setting off powerful fruity, earthy flavors that cre-
ate a complex, layered and fascinating personality. 
It’s full bodied, mouth-filling and moderately tan-
nic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Siduri 2015 Ewald Vineyard Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). This fine, small-produc-

tion wine offers heavenly lavender and rose aromas 
and a seductive texture brightened with fresh acid-
ity. Juicy strawberry, cherry and cola flavors con-
trast its earthy black tea and forest notes. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $50 

92 Siduri 2015 Lingenfelder Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Muted aromas rise 

from the glass to reveal wild strawberry and floral 
rose notes in this wine. Crisp, underlying acidity 
and strong, present tannins support its ripeness 
and concentration, the body medium and the oak 
well-integrated. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

92 Sojourn 2015 Riddle Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From a Green Valley vine-

yard high on a ridge, this is an exceptional and softly 
layered wine, with cola, plum and black cherry 
notes. Offering length and breadth with moderate 
acidity and oak, it’s dark and brooding in all the best 
ways. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $59 

92 Talisman 2014 Weir Vineyard Méthode Anci-
enne Pinot Noir (Yorkville Highlands). Deep 

black plum and black cherry flavors lend fruit con-
centration to this full-bodied and mouth-filling 
wine from a tiny hilltop appellation in Mendocino 
County. Its dark fruit flavors are quite ripe but not 
sweet, and a good wrapping of fine-grained tannins 
supports the richness very well. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $85 

92 Weatherborne 2015 La Encantada Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Quite light in color, this 

wine has a ton to like, starting with its thyme, oreg-
ano, juniper and tart cranberry aromas. The palate 
is overloaded with energy, showing snappy rasp-
berry, kalamata olive and iron-rich mineral notes. A 
great example of fresh Pinot Noir. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $50 

91 Boekenoogen 2015 Garrett’s Vineyard Dry 
Land Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

From a dry-farmed patch of land inaccessible to 
irrigation, this bottling offers rounded blackberry 
pie, chocolate, sun-baked rock and burnt caramel 
aromas. It’s quite rich and thick on the palate, with 
baked boysenberry and clove dust flavors, proving a 
touch sweet. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $64 

91 Bruliam 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). A chef’s array of mint, sage and dill 

accent this small-production wine’s savory and 
smoothly integrated palate. It maintains the integ-
rity of the intensely concentrated vintage. Forest 
floor, black cherry and black tea flavors contribute 
additional character. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

91 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 12. 
abv: 14.53% Price: $125 

91 Decroux 2015 Radian Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Though this is one of the first 

wines from winemaker Jennifer Hoage’s own label, 
it’s a study of soft integration from what can be a 
powerful site. Cherry, allspice and rose aromas lead 
into a palate full of wild berry and hearty sagebrush 
notes, framed by pitch-perfect acidity. A light yet 
spicy licorice-inflected finish completes the experi-
ence. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

91 MacMurray Estate Vineyards 2015 Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 13. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $43 

91 Mario Perelli-Minetti 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Doughy bread, tart raspberry and cit-

rus aromas mingle effortlessly in this nicely made 
wine, which offers a robust build and velvety tex-

ture. Its cherry, pomegranate and fig flavors are 
boldly defined. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

91 Portola Vineyards 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz 
Mountains). There’s a compelling feral qual-

ity to this complex bottling, starting with hints of 
game on the nose, alongside wild thyme, red cherry, 
asphalt and rose scents. Hearty sagebrush flavors 
fuel the palate, where tangy pomegranate and rasp-
berry flavors play with the roasted game compo-
nent. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

91 Roark Wine Co. 2015 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Light red in color and quite cloudy in 

the glass, this appellation blend boasts sweet-and-
sour spice on the nose, along with kalamata olive, 
sagebrush, tangy fig and raspberry jam aromas. Its 
underripe red fruit and piquant olive character on 
the palate will please those who enjoy the style but 
turn off those who don’t. —M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $42 

91 Saintsbury 2015 Toyon Farm Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Light, quiet layers of spice per-

sist in this elegant, soft yet refined wine. Rose petal, 
orange, cherry and rhubarb flavors provide subtle 
fruitiness, supported by vibrant acidity and unob-
trusive oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

91 Sojourn 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). This bright, focused wine with tense 

acidity blends fruit from five vineyards across the 
appellation. Silky tannins enwrap its nuanced dark 
cherry and wild strawberry flavors tinged with 
earth. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

90 Artesa 2015 Pinot Noir (Los Carneros). For 
full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

90 Balletto 2015 Burnside Road Vineyard 
Estate Grown Estate Bottled Pinot Noir 

(Russian River Valley). For full review see page 14. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

90 Domaine Carneros 2014 The Famous Gate 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). This wine is made 

from estate-grown grapes and a selection of clones, 
offering robust dark cherry and berry fruit spiked 
with cardamom, cola and black tea. Smooth and 
silky on the palate, it finishes with a trace of tart 
pomegranate and smoke. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $80 

90 EnRoute 2014 Hop Kiln Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Cola spice domi-

nates the nose of this thick, concentrated wine from 
the heart of Westside Road. Stemmy earth notes 
accompany its ripe red fruit, as toasted oak and 
vanilla flavors extend long into the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  85

90 La Crema 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
For full review see page 16. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Morgan 2015 Twelve Clones Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Subdued cran-

berry, crushed rose petal, lavender and sweet sage 
notes show on the nose of this clonal mash-up. 
Tightly wound cranberry and red plum skin flavors 
show on the palate, brushed with anise and a hint 
of white pepper. This will probably be much more 
complex in the years to come. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 Papapietro Perry 2014 Peters Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). The pro-

ducer’s first-ever single-vineyard wine, this is tart 
and tangy, with integrated acidity and tannin. Just 
ripe, it offers fleshy red cherry, pomegranate, black 
tea and cola spice flavors, finishing juicy and with 
length. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $58 

90 Papapietro Perry 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Light in color, this wine has an 

exotic nose of dried herb, forest floor and wild 
mushroom scents. Tart, nervy acidity accents its 
rhubarb and cranberry flavors as a sprinkling of 
white pepper teases. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $53 

90 Siduri 2015 Pratt Vineyard Sexton Road 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Eucalyptus, Bay 

laurel and other herbal aromas dominate the nose of 
this wine, making way for black tea and cola flavors. 
Full-bodied and robustly ripe with powerful tannin, 
it’s ultimately earthy and complex. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

90 Sonoma-Loeb 2015 Bateman Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). This is a burly 

red wine from a warm vintage, featuring thick, con-
centrated, baked blackberry and plum notes. Smoky 
oak lurks beneath the fruit, adding savory under-
tones and ample intensity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

90 Sonoma-Loeb 2015 Dutton Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Smoky bark and cola 

notes are cradled in reductive oak in this robust 
wine from a fantastically farmed site. Its dark berry 
flavor is supported by velvety tannin and juicy acid-
ity, both of which provide moderate structure. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

90 Trione 2014 River Road Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Perfumed with rose 

and lavender, this wine has robust tannins and 
dominant oak notes, both in support of its ripe, 
concentrated red fruit. Woody, herbal components 
complement the lushness, framed by gravelly tex-
ture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

89 Artesa 2015 Block 91D Estate Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Los Carneros). Thick and concentrated 

in black and red fruit, this is a spicy, robust and 
oaky wine that shows the power of the vintage and 
site. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $80 

89 Inspiration 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Yeasty, robust tannin meets dark 

baked fruit and tangy tea notes in this full-bodied, 
intensely built wine. A stemmy, earthy component 
adds savoriness and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

89 Saint Gregory 2014 Pinot Noir (Mendocino 
County). Generous Bing cherry and black 

plum flavors saturate this smooth and full-bodied 
wine, supplemented by subtle nutmeg, cinnamon 
and clove notes. It has a suave, mouth-filling tex-
ture, soft acidity and a warm spicy finish. Wine-
maker Greg Graziano blended in 14% Pinotage. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Artesa 2015 Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir (Los 
Carneros). This wine has thick, ripe fruit 

and texture, making it robust and intense. Forest 
floor, black tea and tobacco notes give it memorable 
savoriness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

88 Balletto 2015 Cider Ridge Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). A softly unfussy 

wine with moderate acidity, this is rounded and 
light-bodied, with rose petal and red cherry aromas. 
The oak is subtle and supportive. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

88 Balletto 2015 Emerson Block Burnside Road 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

Rose aromas emerge on the nose of this block-des-
ignated, light-bodied wine. It’s full of crisp red fruit 
and bright acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

88 Balletto 2015 Winery Block Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Soft red fruit adorns this 

light-bodied take on the variety. From the heart of 
the appellation, it has moderate acidity and a fla-
vor profile characterized by rose petal, orange and 
cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

88 Decroux 2015 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Dried mint, dessicated red currant, rose 

bud and wet slate aromas show on the fairly shy 
nose of this appellation blend. Game, red berry and 
sharper allspice notes arise on the palate. Persistent 
acidity makes it a good match for a variety of foods. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

88 Fritz 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 
Expansive, long and tannic, this wine is 

robust and powerfully concentrated, the flavors a 

mixture of tart cranberry, raspberry and black tea. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

88 Lost Canyon 2014 Morelli Lane Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This is 

an herbal, earthy, delicately layered and silky wine 
with red cherry and pomegranate characteristics. 
Medium-bodied, it stays true to its varietal nature 
by being light on its feet. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

88 Spicy Vines 2016 Nouveau Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). This small-production, 

nouveau-style wine was made without oak or fil-
tering. Simple and juicy, it’s festive, with effusive 
dried cranberry and cola spice notes that are soft 
and easygoing. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

88 Stephen Ross 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Red cherry, white sage, iron 

and roasted game notes make for classic Central 
Coast Pinot Noir aromas in this appellation blend 
from winemaking veteran Stephen Dooley. It’s light, 
fresh and easy to enjoy, with dried cherry and anise 
flavors and a grippy texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Talbott 2015 Kali Hart Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey). There’s a tiny bit of effervescence in 

this twist-top bottling, which shows light cola, red 
cherry and pencil shaving notes on the nose. The 
entry to the palate is soft, bringing tart cranberry 
and thyme flavors, with a light vanilla note on the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

88 Testarossa 2015 Cuvée 107 Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). A nod to this winery being 

the 107th ever bonded in the country, this widely 
available bottling is a good deal. It opens with dried 
sage, tart cherry and pomegranate aromas, which 
lead into a light and airy palate full of cranberry 
fruit and garrigue notes, especially lavender and 
fennel pollen. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $23 

87 Austerity 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Concentrated candied cherry, sugar 

beet, rhubarb, cinnamon and clove aromas make for 
a sweet-smelling nose in this bottling. The palate 
proves much drier, showing complex vanilla, cran-
berry, eucalyptus and juniper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

87 Beresini Vineyards 2013 Black Dog Ranch 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). This small-production 

wine is lightly spiced, robust and herbal. Dense and 
powerful wild strawberry and earth notes give it a 
sense of place. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

87 Concannon 2015 Reserve Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Rose and turned earth notes 
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mark the entry of this concentrated, tannic wine. 
Robust strawberry and black cherry flavors fill it 
out, wrapped in toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

87 MacMurray Estate Vineyards 2015 Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Chocolate and mint 

notes combine effortlessly in this straightforward 
appellation wine, accented with rose, cherry and 
rhubarb. It features moderate acidity, thick tannins 
and weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

86 Noble Vines 2015 667 Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey). Plump red cherry notes meet clove, 

allspice and dried ginger on the nose of this bot-
tling. Though light in body, there’s decent grip on 
the palate, where candied cherry and cranberry fla-
vors are spiced with anise. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

86 Papapietro Perry 2014 Mukaida Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Light in 

color, this wine offers fresh but concentrated dark 
berry and cherry flavors and strong black tea and 
rose petal aspects. The acidity is moderate and sup-
portive. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $79 

85 Kirkland Signature 2015 Pinot Noir (Carne-
ros). For full review see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $10 

85 Toad Hollow 2016 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). Very light in the glass, this bot-

tling is fruit punch-like, with prominent pomegran-
ate, cranberry and raspberry notes, alongside cola 
aromas. The palate is reminiscent of cran-raspberry 
soda: simple, light and easy, with a touch of licorice 
to spice it up. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $17 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

96 Joseph Phelps 2014 Insignia Estate Grown 
Red Wine (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

95 Inglenook 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). This bottling reflects the past sev-

eral years’ fine-tuning the winery’s vision in the 
vineyard and in the cellar. Including small amounts 
of Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, it’s a rounded, 
concentrated wine that expresses the vintage with 
ripe, grippy tannins that beg for further resolution. 
Blackberry, clove and leather flavors rise to the fore. 
Cellar through 2035. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

95 Nickel & Nickel 2014 Martin Stelling Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). For full 

review see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $165 

95 Nickel & Nickel 2014 State Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Yountville). For full review see 

page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $115 

94 Bella Union 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

94 Brave & Maiden 2014 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Santa Ynez Valley). Only one barrel of 

this Paul Hobbs-consulted bottling was produced, 
and that extreme focus made for a powerful and rich 
though not overripe result. Concentrated black-
berry and violet aromas are cut by crushed gravel 
and cedar spice notes. Leather, tobacco, rose petal 
and black pepper accents spice up its black fig fla-
vors on the hearty palate, which is structured with 
fine-grained tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

94 Buena Vista 2014 Chateau Grand Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). An 

underpinning of soft, grippy tannin carries lingering 
red currant and cranberry flavors in this full-bod-
ied, unabashedly ripe reserve-level wine. Cola and 
leathery earth notes combine to boost and contrast 
the fruit, which persists long into the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $175 

94 Chateau Montelena 2013 The Montelena 
Estate Cabernet Sauvignon (Calistoga). 

Winemaker Matt Crafton embraces the winery’s 
longstanding tradition of elegant Napa Valley Cab-
ernet in this estate wine—a beautiful expression of 
exotic, savory characteristics wrapped in a seamless 
texture. Tomato leaf, meat and soy notes underscore 
deep layers of black pepper, black cherry and cassis, 
with grippy, dense tannins. Enjoy 2023–2033. Cel-
lar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $160 

94 Chimney Rock 2014 Ganymede Vineyard 
Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags 

Leap District). For full review see page 5. Editors’ 
Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $155 

94 Far Niente 2014 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review see 

page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

94 Flora Springs 2014 Rutherford Hillside 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). 

For full review see page 5. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

94 Inglenook 2014 Rubicon Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). Tiny amounts of Merlot and 

Petit Verdot were added to this succulent, elegant 
wine with cassis, cranberry and black cherry flavors 
and rounded structure. A light note of cocoa dust 

and soft texture balance its exotically spiced lush-
ness with delicious integration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $210 

94 Inglenook 2013 Rubicon Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). This vintage of the famous 

proprietary wine is made from 100% Cabernet Sau-
vignon, a testament to how much the winemakers 
loved the variety on its own in this year. Root beer, 
cola and red plum notes make up its core of flavor, 
the texture velvety-soft. With its firm structure and 
clove accents, it will benefit from further time in 
bottle. Enjoy 2023–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $210 

94 Nickel & Nickel 2014 John C. Sullenger Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $115 

93 Buena Vista 2014 Chateau Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This smooth, velvety 

powerhouse is a rich, rewarding mix of dark choco-
late and raspberry compote flavors, with integrated 
oak. With its succulent, full-bodied layers of ripe 
fruit, it pleases the palate in lavish luxury. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

93 Domaine Eden 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Once again, this 

more affordable "younger brother" to the Mount 
Eden bottling competes with gusto. Including 14% 
Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, 4% Petit Verdot and 
1% Malbec, it shows savory black plum, black pep-
per, char, leather and dried herb aromas on the 
nose. The palate is hearty and almost salty tasting, 
with beef, charred black fruit, pine resin and cara-
mel flavors. Very satisfying and full of umami char-
acteristics. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

93 Everhart Cellars 2014 The American, Pilot 
Ridge Vineyard; Estate Grown Cabernet 

Sauvignon (El Dorado). This classic-style wine has 
cedar, tobacco and dark fruit aromas, bold and 
ripe flavors and a structure that’s very firm yet not 
harsh. Cinnamon, clove and allspice accents com-
plement its black cherry and dark chocolate notes, 
while a thick blanket of tannin wraps it all up. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Inglenook 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). Soft and round, with an undeni-

able Old World-like balance, this wine shows dark 
chocolate, tobacco and tar notes. Its power derives 
from its complex texture, imbued with a smoky oak 
essence and clove and graphite accents. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

93 Joseph Phelps 2014 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 
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93 Rombauer 2014 Diamond Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $100 

93 VGS Chateau Potelle 2013 Wildcat Moun-
tain Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount 

Veeder). With sizable additions of Petit Verdot, 
Merlot and Cabernet Franc and aged nearly two 
years in new French oak, this wine has lavender 
scents and soft, rounded edges. Mountain tannins 
and fresh acidity frame its chocolate and dark, spicy 
berry flavors. It finishes on a toasted oak note. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $110 

92 Chateau Montelena 2014 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Softened by the addi-

tion of 13% Merlot and 1% Cabernet Franc, this 
wine leads with smoky oak and baked bread aromas, 
followed by cassis and mocha notes. Medium bod-
ied, with a seamless texture, it adds baked cherry, 
cedar and tomato leaf components with measured 
richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $58 

92 Chimney Rock 2014 Tomahawk Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap District). Shy 

at first on the nose, this youthful beauty is defined 
by richness and robust body, the tannins firm and 
well-integrated. Woody and herbal, it shows clas-
sic varietal character, with currant and clove flavors 
and an Old World flair of dusty chalk and chocolate 
notes. It’s persistent, pleasant and complex. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $155 

92 Inglenook 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). Touches of Cabernet Franc, Petit 

Verdot and Merlot contribute to this wine’s overall 
complexity. The cuvée formerly known as "Cask," 
it now emphasizes the historic estate property. Red 
currant and cedar notes and firm tannins strike 
first, as bright, underlying acidity provides balance. 
Tobacco leaf and chocolate flavors mark the long 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

92 Jackson Estate 2013 Hawkeye Mountain Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). From a 

site at 2,400 feet elevation, this wine’s aroma sug-
gests pencil lead, cedar, clove and mountain sage. 
With its juicy midpalate of black cherry and cassis, 
it unleashes firm, grippy tannins on its long finish, 
showing structure but also grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 JCB 2014 No. 1 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This broad-shouldered, full-bodied 

wine shocks and awes with its clove and black pep-
per notes that are as savory as a fine steak, with 
which it would pair brilliantly. Oak and tannin form 
a shield of power that girds the black fruit for fur-
ther battle. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $225 

92 Lobo 2014 Wulff Vineyards Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Atlas Peak). Blended with 8% Merlot 

and 6% Petit Verdot, this is a well-made wine from 
the mountain appellation. With integrated oak and 
a supportive undercurrent of acidity, it’s rounded 
and rich in bright cherry fruit, the accents a mix of 
clove and graphite, finishing with balance. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Marietta Cellars 2014 Game Trail Caber-
net Sauvignon (Yorkville Highlands). Big 

and rich yet also complex and layered, this wine 
has an extremely dark color and spicy, floral, per-
fumed fruit flavors that spread out for a mouthfill-
ing texture. Full bodied, fascinating and luscious, it 
hails from a high-elevation vineyard in Mendocino 
County. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

92 Mettler Family Vineyards 2014 Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). For full review 

see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $25 

92 Raymond 2014 Generations Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This is a juicy and ripe 

yet structured wine with tremendous grip. Coconut 
and plum notes meet on the palate, providing deep 
fruit accented with black pepper and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $125 

92 Raymond 2014 Reserve Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Dusty and tannic, 

this is a solid value for its quality—a wine of fresh-
ness and grip that offers complexity and approach-
ability in equal measure. Black-cherry and black 
-pepper flavors highlight the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Rombauer 2014 Atlas Peak Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Atlas Peak). For full review 

see page 10. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $115 

92 Sojourn 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
This 100% varietal wine sourced primarily 

from Oakville Ranch Vineyard is exuberant with 
rich, round red fruit and earthy sage notes. Bright 
and lively, with underlying grip, it offers further 
full-bodied flavors of vanilla, dark chocolate and 
tobacco as it opens. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

91 Chimney Rock 2014 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Stags Leap District). For full 

review see page 12.  
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

91 En Garde 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Diamond 
Mountain District). Tightly wound tannins 

enwrap the approachable, rounded black licorice, 
coconut and vanilla flavors in this mountain wine. 
With a tropical edge, it offers robust leather and 
tobacco aspects that linger on the long finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $90 

91 En Garde 2013 Le Bijou Du Roi Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Diamond Mountain District). Full and 

expansive tannins emphasize this wine’s mountain 
origins, the "crown jewel," as the name indicates, of 
the winery’s portfolio. Ripe cassis and black cherry 
flavors are accompanied by dill, coconut and vanilla 
hints. This is a wine for fans of a big style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

91 Fallon Place 2014 Nacimento Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Sonoma Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Frank Family 2014 Patriarch Winston Hill 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). 

This 100% varietal wine from the producer’s prized 
estate vineyard is soft textured and full bodied—an 
exploration of leather, blackberry pie, coffee and 
cigar. With its long, black pepper-inflected finish, 
it’s ready for steak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $225 

91 J. Davies 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Diamond 
Mountain District). Soft and robustly con-

centrated, this showcases its mountain fruit in a 
powerful way, with interwoven layers of cola spice, 
tobacco and dark black fruit. The oak adds a reduc-
tive character to the dense, full-bodied whole. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

91 Mount Veeder 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mount Veeder). Made from 89% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, 7% Malbec and 4% Petit Verdot 
and aged in 100% new oak for 20 months, this is a 
burly red wine with impressive structure and pres-
ence. Tangy red fruit, recalling cranberry and cur-
rant, is spiced with clove, mountain sage, bay leaf 
and molasses notes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

91 Raymond 2014 District Collection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). This 

100% varietal wine from the rocky, mountainous 
appellation offers sizable tannins and robust, smoky 
leather, black pepper and cola notes. Full-bodied 
and concentrated with ripe black fruit, it’s a long, 
brawny experience. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $95 

91 Ruby Hill Winery 2013 Jewel Collection Cab-
ernet Sauvignon Cabernet Sauvignon (Liver-

more Valley). Intense concentration and firm struc-
ture make this an age-worthy, big and tannic wine. 
It boasts a deep, dark color, dense ripe blackberry 
and black cherry aromas and spicy, oaky nuances 
that add complexity. Best after 2019. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

91 Sol Rouge 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Hills 
Lake County). Abundant dark fruit flavors, 

particularly Bing cherry, give this full-bodied wine 
lots to like. Light touches of spicy oak, moderate, 
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grippy tannins and a generous mouthfeel all add to 
its considerable appeal. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $39 

90 Caymus 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This large-production offering 

from the famous producer comes across as slightly 
confected, with a distinct marshmallow note on the 
nose and palate. Soft, smooth vanilla and cherry fla-
vors contribute additional richness and reward for 
fans of a luxurious style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $72 

90 Caymus 2014 Special Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Brawny tannins 

meet mild acidity in this powerful, rich wine that’s 
full-bodied and decadent. Chocolate, mocha and 
caramel notes are etched into its soft, rounded lay-
ers of generous red fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $180 

90 Cedarville Vineyard 2014 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (El Dorado). Quite spicy and 

nicely oaky in aroma and flavor without seeming 
overdone, this wine offers smooth and elegant red 
and black cherry flavors and a generous, soothing 
texture.  —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

90 Chimney Rock 2014 Clone 7 Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap District). 

With round clove and dried herb flavors, this wine 
has a soft texture of integrated tannins and subtle 
oak, highlighted with pencil shaving and cedar 
notes. Its blackberry and black currant fruit is 
complemented by a tantalizingly dark, lush fig note. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

90 Flora Springs 2014 Holy Smoke Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). This wine’s 

firm, sizable tannins underscore mountain sage 
and brush aromas, as layers of red and black cherry 
come into focus. Medium bodied and gravelly in 
texture, it shows power within a comfortable frame 
of integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $125 

90 Flora Springs 2014 Out of Sight Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Rich 

as chocolate cake, this bold wine is adorned with 
fresh berry flavors, its body full and concentrated. 
Soft like velvet curtains, it’s a ripe expression of the 
vineyard in a ripe, picture-perfect year. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $125 

90 Flora Springs 2014 Rennie Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). Big-boned and soft, 

this reserve-tier wine is savory and serene, with for-
est flavors of wild mushroom. Soy, dried herb, sage 
and black currant notes pepper the scene. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

90 Frank Family 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Brightly perfumed with vio-

let aromas, this is a soft, round and voluptuously 
lush red wine. Full-bodied, it shows leather and 
baked black cherry notes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

90 Frank Family 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Rutherford). Tobacco, earth, sage 

and pencil notes contribute inviting character to 
this full-bodied, structured red. Softly layered and 
rounded on the palate, it offers moderate complex-
ity and a grippy, leathery finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

90 Jackson Estate 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). Showcasing several 

vineyards within the appellation, including Alden 
and Hawkeye, this is a rounded, approachable wine 
with quiet red and black fruit and leather notes. 
Balanced acidity gives the full-bodied, ripe fruit a 
lift. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

90 Janzen 2014 Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This 

100% varietal wine from the famous vineyard is 
appropriately bold, brawny and big-boned. A full-
bodied expression of ripe, baked cherry fruit, its 
has a soft and supple texture and additional charac-
teristics of leather saddle, cedar and black pepper. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $175 

90 Joseph Cellars 2014 Bartholomew Family 
Vineyards Estate Cabernet Sauvignon (Cal-

istoga). Rich and voluptuous, this full-bodied wine 
is smooth in texture and style, offering chocolate 
and baked plum flavors and a sneaky earthiness that 
lies just below the surface. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $85 

90 Lobo 2014 Wulff Vineyards Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). This 100% varietal 

wine is decidedly savory and herbal—a full-bodied 
expression of tomato leaf and tobacco, bursting 
with mushroom and forest floor notes. Leather and 
black pepper flavors enter the fray midway through, 
carried forward by firm tannins and fresh, lingering 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $64 

90 Martin Ranch 2014 J.D. Hurley Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). For full 

review see page 16. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

90 Raymond 2014 District Collection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). Soft, lush and round, 

this wine has a dense backbone of oak and tannin 
and moderate acidity. Cherry cola and vanilla fla-
vors ride along seamlessly to a toasty finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $105 

90 Raymond 2014 District Collection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). Boldly rich, with a 

hint of heat, this wine is ripe and dusty—two of the 

appellation’s most famous aspects. Blackberry, pep-
per jelly and tobacco flavors commingle, with sturdy 
grip of tannin and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

90 Raymond 2014 District Collection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). From the warm 

appellation, this wine offers moderate structure and 
undeniable ripeness—a deep, brooding expression 
of dark chocolate, plum and leather. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

90 Sojourn 2014 Proprietary Cuvée Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Smoothly round 

and rich, this blends Cabernet Sauvignon from three 
sites, including Vineyard Georges III in the heart of 
Rutherford. Vanilla-tinged oak meets cherry cola 
flavor and juicy, fresh acidity. It’s moderately struc-
tured and full-bodied. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $125 

89 San Simeon 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Dark plum and black currant fruit 

meet light licorice spice, violet and cedar aromas on 
the dense and dark nose of this bottling. The flavors 
are very wound-up and shy still, with char, loamy 
earth and floral notes. A core of cassis hides behind 
a veil of stiff tannins, and acidity pops on the fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Z. Alexander Brown 2015 Uncaged Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). This generous and 

full-bodied wine made in partnership with country 
singer Zac Brown has ripe fruit and sweet-seeming 
spice aromas that continue into the flavors, soften-
ing its gentle, already mild tannic texture. While 
previous vintages were from the North Coast region, 
this one carries the broader California appellation. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Ballentine 2014 Pocai Vineyard Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Calistoga). Smooth, 

ripe, robust and round, this wine circles the bases in 
full-bodied flavor and build, showing intense black 
jammy fruit and dark chocolate notes. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $85 

88 Boekenoogen 2014 Bell Ranch Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Monterey). The nose and 

palate of this wine are quite mellow for the first few 
hours after opening but grow more compelling with 
time, so decanting is strongly recommended. Pep-
per, subtle blueberry, coffee and slate aromas lead 
into chocolate, black plum, charcoal and soy flavors 
on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

88 Joseph Carr 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). This is a solid, well-priced and 

widely available wine. Deep in color, it offers sultry 
blackberry jam, cocoa and coffee aromas. Soft tan-
nins coat the palate, bringing tart cherry and woody 
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spice flavors. The acidity and grip are just right. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $24 

88 Marietta Cellars 2014 Armé Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (North Coast). Very flavorful and full-

bodied but also velvety-smooth in texture, this wine 
is packed with ripe black plum, cranberry and dark 
chocolate flavors. It has plenty of tannin to thicken 
the texture but low acidity, which lends softness. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

88 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2013 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Diamond 

Mountain District). Woody tannins support this 
full-bodied reserve wine’s dark, brooding black 
fruit. Grippy on the palate, it combines forceful 
mocha, leather and cedar flavors with touches of 
sage and graphite. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

88 One 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Howell 
Mountain). Tart red currant flavor glides 

along this light-bodied, 100% varietal wine’s sin-
ewy texture. Smoothly rounded, with power and 
grip, it has a dill-laced backdrop from aging in oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

88 Seven Rings 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Sanguine and earthy, with 

understated ripeness, this affordable wine shows 
red currant, cranberry and smoky char highlights. 
Smooth and round , it’s a simple, unfussy rendition 
of the variety. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

88 Sheldon 2014 D’Allaird Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma Valley). This light take 

on the variety offers black pepper scents, cassis, 
cranberry and currant flavors and a buzzing tart-
ness not usually found in these parts. Soft texture 
completes the picture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $40 

88 Vinum 2015 The Insider Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Chocolate, elderberry, roast 

beef and purple flower notes emerge on the complex 
nose of this bottling. Richer blackberry and black 
currant flavors show on the palate, with touches of 
soy, char and sugar plum, proving quite savory all 
around. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

87 Broadside 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Bright red plum fruit is under-

scored by strong herbal aromas in this widely avail-
able bottling. It’s fruity on the palate, with a green 
pepper edge that grows minty as it approaches the 
finish. A great, refreshing style of Cabernet for bar-
becues. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Castillo’s Hillside Shire 2013 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Santa Clara Valley). There’s a 

light and easy smoke character on the nose of this 
bottling, which lends depth to the boysenberry, 
coconut and river stone aromas. The palate com-
bines red cherry, pine, baking spice and campfire 
notes. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

87 Declaration 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). With its compelling label art, this 

wine offers intense ripeness and lingering vanilla- 
and cola-like sweetness. Softly textured, it’s 
unfussy in its expression of baked cherry and black-
berry fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

87 Sextant 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). This approachable, fruit-forward 

bottling offers prominent black cherry, anise and 
vanilla aromas. It’s light in body, showing candied 
black fruit, licorice, cola and smoke flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

87 Shooting Star 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Lake County). This well-balanced, flavor-

ful and medium-bodied wine will pair nicely with 
many different meat, poultry and pasta dishes with-
out distracting from the food. It smells lightly spicy, 
tastes like raspberries and red cherries and has light 
tannins that add some needed grip. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Solitary Cellars 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Lake County). This wine’s sharp, 

charred oak aroma grabs one’s attention, while its 
bold smoky, meaty flavors accent ripe blackberry 
and dried plum notes on the palate. An assertive 
Cabernet sure to please oak aficianados. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $34 

87 William Hill Estate 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This big, ripe wine is soft and 

round, with integrated tannins. It evokes licorice, 
blackberry jam and toast on the palate, with moun-
tain sage and molasses notes that linger on the fin-
ish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

86 Atali Winery 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oak 
Knoll District). With its red currant fruit, 

this wine is softly structured and round with rich-
ness, finishing full-bodied and leathery. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

86 Austerity 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). The charred blueberry and graph-

ite notes on the nose of this widely available bot-
tling are layered with marjoram and dill aromas. 
Charred fruit flavor is also prominent on the palate, 
where bright acidity and sticky tannins make for a 
simultaneously rich and sour experience. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

86 Gnarly Head 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This full-bodied wine has a strong 

stamp of sweet-seeming oak in the aroma and fla-
vor, dominating its lighter raspberry and red cherry 
notes. Vanilla and brown sugar nuances emerge and 
continue into the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

86 Kirkland Signature 2014 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa County). Ripe and softly 

smooth, this simple, affordable wine is robust with 
toasty oak, coconut, cocoa and baked plum notes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $13 

86 Oberon 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
County). There aren’t many Cabernet Sau-

vignons from Napa County at this price point, so 
this one stands out for its concentration and simple 
cherry, clove and vanilla flavors wrapped in smoky 
oak. Perfumed and crisp with acidity, it’s food-
friendly and ready to be enjoyed. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

86 The Calling 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Alex-
ander Valley). Smoky and meaty, with deca-

dent bacon notes, this wine is hugely built and con-
centrated, its black fruit deeply etched with cigar 
box and clove accents. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

85 Olema 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma 
County). This affordably priced county wine 

is simple in structure, showcasing clove, cedar and 
black currant flavors on the full-bodied, concen-
trated palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

85 Parmeson 2014 Munselle Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). Woody tan-

nins bring astringency to this wine, which presents 
a smoky undercurrent of char and oak. Tart red fruit 
provides a nuanced fruit component. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

85 SeaGlass 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Dried oregano and cedar aromas 

meet dark cherry and graphite notes on the nose of 
this bottling. The palate is light and somewhat thin, 
with herb, crushed rock and dark berry flavors, fin-
ishing on a caramel note. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

84 Longboard 2014 Rhino Chaser Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). This wine 

has mouth-puckering tannins that make it almost 
impenetrable. Its baked plum fruit meets a Dr. Pep-
per-type cola flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

84 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2013 Hidden 
Block Cabernet Sauvignon (Diamond Moun-

tain District). This wine offers earthy funkiness and 
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simple coconut and red currant notes, its structure 
somewhat muted and one-dimensional. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

CABERNET FRANC

91 Buttonwood 2014 Cabernet Franc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). A bright touch of candied strawberry 

shows prominently on the nose of this bottling, 
with judicious hints of roasted red pepper, herb and 
peppercorn hiding behind that vivacious veil. The 
palate is light in body but has plenty of structure 
to hold up its cranberry and strawberry flavors and 
peppery spice. Great with a slight chill. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

91 Luna Hart 2015 Brave & Maiden Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Santa Ynez Valley). Very fresh 

and lively carnation, rose petal, tarragon, elderberry 
and strawberry aromas show on the nose of this 
bottling from young winemaker Gretchen Voelcker. 
Deep cranberry flavors show on the strong and 
pleasant palate, where dried herb and peppery spice 
notes add complexity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

89 Martin Ranch 2013 Therese Vineyards Dos 
Ninas Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Santa Clara 

Valley). Fairly elegant and reserved on the nose, this 
shows black raspberry and boysenberry notes, along 
with leather and baking spice. It’s medium-bodied 
on the palate, with candied strawberry, fennel pol-
len and wild herb flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

89 Tercero 2016 Aberration Cabernet Franc 
(Santa Barbara County). Rhône variety-

focused winemaker Larry Schaeffer ventures into 
Bordeaux territory with this bottling, which he rec-
ommends served with a slight chill. Smooth berry 
aromas meet grapeseed and crushed plum on the 
nose. The palate is light, fresh and easy to enjoy, 
with red fruit and dried herb flavors, proving easy 
to quaff. —M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $35 

88 Boete 2014 Saunders Vineyard Reserve Cab-
ernet Franc (Carmel Valley). Cedar, tangy 

black cherry, boysenberry, black pepper and sharp 
citrus scents show on the very powerful nose of this 
bottling. The oak influence remains strong on the 
palate, where vanilla and charred pine notes meet 
piquant dark red fruit, oregano and marjoram fla-
vors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

88 Hart 2014 Old Vine Reserve Cabernet Franc 
(Temecula Valley). Darker in color than 

many other versions of the variety, this bottling 
shows hearty charred meat, blackberry, gravel and 
condensed rose petal aromas. There’s a leathery 
structure to the palate, where peppercorn, tobacco 
and red fruit notes lead into a mocha-laced finish.

While it lacks the typical Cabernet Franc freshness, 
it has plenty of depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

MERLOT

93 Sextant 2015 Estate Merlot (Paso Robles). 
This is a very delicious and accessible wine 

for all palates, both lavish in style and complex. 
Candied blackberry, fragrant rose and fennel pollen 
aromas introduce a palate of baked red fruit, maple 
syrup and brown sugar flavors. That fruit-forward 
richness is balanced by extreme floral character and 
lively acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

91 Midnight 2014 Estate Merlot (Willow Creek). 
This very fresh and lively wine shows tart 

black currant, black plum and candied black cherry 
aromas, as well as elegant hints of lilac and pot-
pourri. That purple flower note fuels the palate, 
with more lilac and lavender, and the structure is 
quite firm for its relatively light weight. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $36 

91 Roark Wine Co. 2015 Merlot (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Crushed peppercorn, black plum, 

leather, dried violet, game and cedar touches show 
on the nose of this bottling from Ryan Roark. San-
dalwood and pine notes emerge on the palate, 
accenting its black pepper-laced cranberry fruit. A 
vibrant and chillable red wine for summer. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

90 Brave & Maiden 2014 Limited Estate Merlot 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Only one barrel of this 

limited release wine was produced. It shows baked 
black cherry, caramel and barbecue smoke notes on 
the nose. The palate offers more smoky character, 
along with blackberry, boysenberry and anise fla-
vors. It’s well structured, with background notes 
of dried herb and spice that carry into the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

86 Ballentine 2015 Estate Grown Merlot (Napa 
Valley). Chocolate and plum flavors abound 

in syrupy concentration in this rich, round and ripe 
wine. Blended with small amounts of Petit Verdot, 
Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec and 
Petite Sirah, it finishes on a brawny black cherry 
jam note. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

MALBEC

92 Midnight 2014 Solstice Malbec (Paso 
Robles). Smoked strawberry and concen-

trated red plum aromas meet hickory smoke, fresh 
herb and rose petal scents in this great bottling. The 
zingy palate is fresh, lively and quite complex, from 
its oregano, thyme and tarragon notes to its core of 

pomegranate and dark raspberry fruit to its savory, 
leathery finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $44 

88 Opaque 2012 Irick Vineyard Malbec (Paso 
Robles). The age on this bottling is starting 

to show, so drink up. Slightly sour plum scents meld 
with rose petal, violet and dried blueberry notes on 
the nose. The palate is quite interesting, with dried 
strawberry, mocha and cappuccino flavors, culmi-
nating in a caramel-inflected finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

87 Martin Ranch 2014 Therese Vineyards Dos 
Niñas Vineyard Malbec (Santa Clara Valley). 

Prominent crushed gravel and stone notes meet 
leather and dust on the nose of this very earthy bot-
tling, which shows a bit of blackberry as well. The 
palate is redolent with potpourri flavors and incred-
ibly floral, with plum as the dominant fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

SYRAH

95 Limerick Lane 2015 Headpruned Block Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). Made from vines 

planted several decades ago, this wine shows its 
worldly sophistication with pungent, smoky earth 
and gravelly texture. The overall impression is sen-
sual and seductive, enriched by bright blackberry 
and raspberry flavors and appreciable acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Chamisal Vineyards 2014 Califa Syrah (Edna 
Valley). This bottling from Fintan du Fresne 

has all the hallmarks of savory, cool-climate Syrah: 
deep blackberry aromas wrapped in black pepper, 
rosemary, game and tar. The palate adds pine and 
boysenberry to the mix, making for a compelling 
and lively wine. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $48 

94 MacLaren 2014 Samantha’s Vineyard Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

94 Marietta Cellars 2014 Gibson Block Syrah 
(McDowell Valley). Deep color and intense, 

deep fruit flavors along with a good tannic struc-
ture mark this full-bodied wine as one to appreciate 
and age. The texture is fine grained, dry and layered, 
with concentrated black cherry, smoke, clove and 
cedar flavors that unfold slowly on the palate and 
finish. While tempting now, this will be best after 
2022. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $36 

94 Terre Rouge 2014 Ascent Syrah (Sierra Foot-
hills). This Syrah is Terre Rouge’s flagship, 

and it lives up to its reputation with more complex-
ity and spiciness than the other wines in the port-
folio. It’s earthy and oaky in aroma yet full of indul-
gent flavor—drenched with dark berry and dark 
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chocolate notes and cedar, anise and new leather 
accents. Full bodied and memorable, it has won-
derful layering and a lingering, spicy finish. Cellar 
Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

93 Brave & Maiden 2014 Limited Syrah (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Just two barrels of this Paul 

Hobbs-consulted wine were made, and that focus 
is evidenced by its soft and lavish vanilla, mace, 
cocoa, white pepper and lavender aromas and its 
core of cassis fruit. Luxurious tannins and underly-
ing acidity carry measured blackberry and chocolate 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

93 Hug 2015 Kimsey Vineyard Syrah (Santa Bar-
bara County). A strong chaparral spice note 

marks the nose of this bottling, with background 
aromas of roast pork, sage, blueberry syrup and Dr. 
Pepper. Framed by firm but forgiving tannins, the 
palate offers cracked pepper, blackened lamb, pine 
forest and rosemary flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

93 Roark Wine Co. 2015 Alondra de los Prados 
Syrah (Santa Ynez Valley). Though still very 

young, this bottling is already compelling. Black 
currant, black plum, fig, rosemary and game aro-
mas arise on the concentrated nose. The layered 
palate offers fennel, cracked rainbow peppercorn, 
black currant jam and hoisin sauce flavors, cut by 
a vibrant acidity that penetrates into the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

93 Terre Rouge 2014 Sentinel Oak Vineyard Pyr-
amid Block Syrah (Shenandoah Valley). This 

bold, spicy, well-structured makes a big impact on 
the palate. Cedar, clove and black pepper aromas 
lead to rich, ripe blackberry and dried plum flavors, 
while firm tannins and good acidity lend both grip 
and texture. Known to age well, this wine will be 
best after 2022. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Amador Cellars 2014 Syrah (Amador County). 
This big but complex wine offers wonderful 

varietal characteristics. Sage and blackberry high-
light the aromas, while equally interesting black 
pepper, beef and blackberry flavors expand on the 
palate. It has very good depth and a distinctive fla-
vor profile, too. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

92 MacLaren 2014 Atoosa’s Vineyard Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). This small pro-

ducer devoted to the variety continues to impress 
with this vintage, crafting here a balanced beauty, 
with vibrant white pepper, garrigue and herbes 
de Provence aromas. Pungently earthy, it offers a 
voluptuous texture yet relatively light body, meaty 
flavor and finesse. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

92 MacLaren 2014 Moaveni Vineyard Syrah 
(Bennett Valley). From a pocket of Sonoma 

County becoming known for quality Syrah, this 
wine is dense with jammy strawberry and black-
berry flavor and powerful espresso and compost 
notes—a celebration that’s equal parts fruit and 
earth. Its expansive tannins suggest it will benefit 
from cellaring; enjoy 2020–2024. Cellar Selection. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

92 McKahn 2015 Syrah (St. Helena). Smoked 
plum fruit is adorned with leather, coffee 

and dark cherry notes in this delicious, vibrant, 
full-bodied wine. Soft and rounded at the edges and 
dark and dense on the palate, a lick of acidity keeps 
it buoyant. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Naggiar 2014 Estate Reserve Syrah (Sierra 
Foothills). Supersmooth texture and deep 

but not showy fruit flavors make a great combina-
tion in this full-bodied, velvety and polished wine. 
Dark chocolate, black cherry and wood smoke 
touches emerge in the aroma and linger on the pal-
ate and finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

92 Sol Rouge 2013 Syrah (Red Hills Lake 
County). This full-bodied and firmly tannic 

wine from a star winery in Lake County has wood 
smoke and anise aromas, generous black fruit fla-
vors and a good, grippy texture. That structure will 
help the wine age well, allowing the rather intense 
flavors to mellow and evolve. Best after 2021. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

92 Tensley 2015 Syrah (Santa Barbara County). 
Opaque and almost black in the glass, this 

young bottling shows savory aromas of roasted 
meat, crushed slate, dark chocolate, fresh thyme 
and green peppercorns. Ripe black fruit flavors leap 
from the glass, bringing layers of thyme, pepper and 
Indian spice, all framed by bright acidity. Ready to 
enjoy now. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $28 

92 Terre Rouge 2014 High Slopes Syrah (Sierra 
Foothills). This wine’s intense berry aromas 

are followed by equally deep flavors, as its meaty, 
earthy, spicy nuances develop with each sip. It has 
complexity, concentration, a very smooth texture 
and that certain wild element that’s attractive in 
Syrah. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Austin Hope 2014 Syrah (Templeton Gap 
District). This bottling, which features an 

elephant’s painting on the label, is extremely rich 
and ripe, showing caramel-laced blackberry, cof-
fee cake, brown sugar and molasses aromas on the 
nose. Luxurious tannins rein in its sweet flavors on 
the palate, blending Vietnamese coffee, vanilla and 

espresso cordial notes. A great wine to accompany 
cigars. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

91 Cedarville Vineyard 2014 Estate Syrah (El 
Dorado). Very rich and jammy, this full-bod-

ied wine grown at 2,500 feet has spicy oak aromas, 
lavishly ripe blackberry and dried cherry flavors 
and a mouth-coating texture. Its vanilla, nutmeg 
and toasted bread aromas meld nicely with all the 
fruit notes for a complex, showy, wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $29 

91 Hart 2014 Volcanic Ridge Vineyard Limited 
Release Reserve Syrah (Temecula Valley). For 

full review see page 12. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $60 

91 Terre Rouge 2014 DTR Ranch Syrah (Fiddle-
town). Black pepper scents meet very ripe 

berry and cherry aromas in this full-bodied, flavor-
ful wine. It has broad texture, moderate tannins and 
acidity, and lots of concentration. Saturated with 
fruit, its ripness keeps unfolding into the finish. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Terre Rouge 2014 Monarch Mine Vineyard 
Syrah (Sierra Foothills). Ripe, dark fruit fla-

vors get great support from spicy oak and firm 
tannins in this full-bodied wine from an outstand-
ing producer. Cinnamon and clove notes drive the 
aroma, while blackberry and black cherry flavors fill 
out the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 VGS Chateau Potelle 2015 Syrah (Mount 
Veeder). Fresh-roasted coffee notes emerge 

on the nose of this thick, concentrated mountain 
wine, with a dark dose of toasty oak. Extracted fla-
vors of black, smoky fruit give it heft and full-bod-
ied richness. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

89 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Syrah 
(Santa Maria Valley). This is a very distinct 

and unique Syrah, starting with subdued black 
fruit, minty chocolate, crushed pepper and grape-
seed aromas. The palate is light and savory in style, 
with pepper, tar, roasted meat and burnt sugar 
flavors that finish with a cocoa and coffee touch. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.55% Price: $80 

88 Naggiar 2015 Estate Syrah (Nevada County). 
Bold and very ripe in flavor, but also soft in 

texture, this wine is packed with blackberry, boy-
senberry and fig notes. It seems slightly sweet on 
the palate and finishes with a jammy touch. While 
full-bodied, it’s smooth and easy to sip. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

88 Terre Rouge 2014 Les Côtes De L’Ouest Syrah 
(California). This light and earthy wine has 

plenty of fruit flavor and funky, spicy accents. Its 
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light texture and soft tannins make it easy to sip. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Syrah (Santa 
Maria Valley). Concentrated cassis and black 

plum aromas meet pepper, tar and pressed violet 
notes on the nose of this bottling. The well-struc-
tured palate is fresh and floral, with peppery spice, 
tart blackberry flavors and sticky tannins, but is 
very reserved at this stage of its life. —M.K. 
abv: 14.55% Price: $55 

86 Keller 2013 Rotie (Sonoma Coast). Co-fer-
mented with 4% Viognier, this is deeply 

floral. Tomato leaf, soy and lavender notes provide 
a savory, herbal landscape, yet it remains bright on 
the palate, as licorice and garrigue flavors float in. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $54 

85 Cedar View Winery 2014 Syrah (California). 
This medium-bodied wine has an earthy 

edge and a good core of cherry and plum flavors. A 
touch of barnyard in the aroma, and earthy, leath-
ery flavors accompany a very smooth and relatively 
light mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

MOURVÈDRE

95 Paix Sur Terre 2015 The Golden Road 
Yankowski Weeks Vineyard Monastrell (Wil-

low Creek). Extremely dark in color and nearly 
opaque, this bottling shows dried violet, lilac and 
lavender scents, along with a charred black currant 
essence that’s rich but not sweet. Prominent acid-
ity and soft but structured tannins present roasted 
black fruit and baking spice flavors. Drink 2019–
2030. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $52 

94 Paix Sur Terre 2015 The Other One Glenrose 
Vineyard Mourvèdre (Adelaida District). 

Paix Sur Terre manages to translate the heat and 
sunshine of Paso Robles into a rich and savory but 
not overripe wine. Quite dark in the glass, it shows 
blackberry, black plum, roast beef, black pepper 
and soy notes on the nose. The palate is dense and 
creamy, with dark chocolate, roasted blackberry, 
vanilla and caramel flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $52 

92 Dante Robere 2015 Love Ranch Mourvèdre 
(Madera). Winemakers Dan Rosenberg and 

Bob Bossi have dialed this wine in. While not very 
deep in color, it packs an incredible amount of spicy, 
meaty notes into the aroma and an even greater 
amount of ripe, luscious fruit and spice flavors into 
the palate. It’s a gentle giant that oozes with oak 
accents recalling cedar, cinnamon and vanilla that 
sink nicely into its plump cherry and plum flavors.  
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $36 

91 Paix Sur Terre 2015 Comes a Time Alta Colina 
Vineyard Mourvèdre (Adelaida District). Vio-

let, sarsaparilla, crushed stone and dark berry aro-
mas show on the nose of this bottling from Mourvè-
dre master Ryan Pease. Still quite young, it shows 
black plum, black fig, loamy earth and roast pork 
flavors and is bit richer and riper than his other 
bottlings. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $52 

91 Sol Rouge 2013 Mourvèdre (Red Hills Lake 
County). This excellent, medium-bodied 

wine matured in neutral oak barrels is the third of 
three straight outstanding vintages. It leads with 
earthy, smoky complexity rather than simple fruit. 
It smells meaty and peppery and carries those 
savory notes into its spicy black plum flavors.  —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

91 Terre Rouge 2014 Mourvèdre (Sierra Foot-
hills). Well-polished and well-structured, 

this deep-colored, full-bodied wine blends ripe 
blackberry and black cherry notes with sophisti-
cated oak nuances reminiscent of cardamom, cin-
namon and wood smoke. The texture is firmly tan-
nic and nicely supports the unusually generous fruit 
flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Naggiar 2014 Estate Grown Mourvèdre 
(Sierra Foothills). This very smooth and 

complex wine has great spicy, meaty aromas that are 
typical of the variety and a range of fruit, herb and 
spice flavors on the palate. It’s not overtly fruity, so 
it makes for an excellent change of pace. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

89 Donkey & Goat 2016 Twinkle Mourvèdre (El 
Dorado). This light-bodied wine is quite 

dry and nervy with acidity. Its fresh red cherry and 
cranberry flavors follow floral and black cherry aro-
mas. Smoky-earthy complexity adds interest to its 
elegant personality. —J.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $26 

88 Austin Hope 2014 Mourvèdre (Templeton 
Gap District). This is a superrich and ripe 

wine that many will find over the top, but it will 
certainly wow those looking for extreme concen-
tration. Prune, black currant, blueberry and cara-
mel aromas lead into a thick and raisiny palate of 
chocolate, baked fruit, gingerbread and coffee syrup 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

88 Cline 2015 Mourvèdre (Contra Costa County). 
Chocolate notes fill the aroma of this rich, 

luscious wine, and blackberry jam and maple syrup 
flavors follow on the palate. It’s sweet, soft and full 
bodied and may be just the thing to quiet down an 
especially spicy Korean barbecue. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $15 

88 Donkey & Goat 2015 The Prospector Mourvè-
dre (El Dorado). Fermented in concrete 

tanks, using whole-clusters and wild yeast, this is 
not a mainstream wine. Light bodied and tangy, it 
has has aromas and flavors that recall sour cherries, 
plus earthy, meaty accents, prominent acidity and a 
firmly tannic finish.  —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $30 

ZINFANDEL

94 Limerick Lane 2015 Rocky Knoll Zinfandel 
(Russian River Valley). This is another fan-

tastic vintage of this Zinfandel, blended smaller 
amounts of Mourvèdre and Petite Sirah. It offers a 
wealth of soft, juicy milk chocolate and cherry pie 
character and is high in acidity and dusty tannin. A 
beautiful, memorable testament to what this variety 
can be. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $58 

91 Boekenoogen 2015 Bell Ranch Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Monterey). This bottling from a 

warm part of the upper Carmel Valley is lavish, rich 
and inviting on the nose, with cassis, French toast, 
vanilla and lilac aromas. It’s thick on the palate, 
with blackberry syrup, maple and snickerdoodle 
flavors, cut by bountiful acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

91 Peachy Canyon 2015 Vortex Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

91 VGS Chateau Potelle 2015 25th Anniversary 
Zinfandel (Moon Mountain District Sonoma 

County). From one of Sonoma County’s newer 
mountain appellations, this wine is expressive, 
with juicy black licorice and blackberry flavors, 
grippy tannins and a slight reductive note. Leather 
accents adorn the full-bodied palate, softening as it 
approaches its long, spicy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

90 Limerick Lane 2015 1910 Block Zinfandel 
(Russian River Valley). Generous tannins 

give this wine power and weight, as bright bursts of 
red cherry and inviting vanilla notes give it a coun-
terpoint of focus. Softly textured, it’s an exploration 
of brambly blackberry flavors, baking in the sum-
mer sun. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $56 

90 Mesa Del Sol 2013 Zinfandel (Monterey 
County). This Zinfandel from a warm area 

that hugs the Arroyo Seco appellation boundary 
(and will likely one day be part of it) shows baked 
blueberry, nutmeg, clove, licorice and turned loam 
aromas. Its dark plum and boysenberry flavors are 
strong, yet rocky mineral notes, cocoa spice and 
upright tannins kick it up to the next level. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

90 Sequum 2014 Kidd Ranch Zinfandel (Napa 
Valley). A focused streak of acidity supports 

this 100% varietal wine’s well-developed cherry, 
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berry and leather flavors. Its floral underbelly, 
recalling violet and lavender, provides welcoming 
aromas and secondary characteristics. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

89 Stephen Ross 2015 Dante Dusi Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Paso Robles). Soft yet perky straw-

berry aromas meet licorice, fennel bulb and cin-
namon on the nose of this well balanced Zinfandel 
from a historic vineyard. There is a strong garrigue 
edge to the palate and a touch of roasted meat, giv-
ing depth to the bright and candied red fruit. Great 
with barbecue. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

88 Kokomo 2015 Pauline’s Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Dry Creek Valley). Intensely ripe and choc-

olatey, this full-bodied wine swims in blueberry 
and blackberry jam flavors, slathered with graham 
cracker and vanilla sweetness. Broadly appealing, 
soft and round, it takes on a cola note as it finishes. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $36 

88 Peachy Canyon 2015 Westside Zinfandel 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 17. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $22 

88 Sextant 2015 Wheelhouse Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). This widely available and reliably 

tasty bottling shows plum, blackberry pie, fennel 
pollen and rocky mineral notes on the nose. The 
palate is thick with ripe and juicy black cherry, dark 
strawberry and black plum fruit, which grabs one’s 
attention. Baking spice flavor emerges toward the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $22 

87 Papapietro Perry 2014 Zinfandel (Dry Creek 
Valley). Boldly etched with milk chocolate 

and baked plum notes, this wine is ripe, robust and 
jammy in spirit. Leather, black pepper and cinna-
mon accents season it nicely. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $43 

87 Pech Merle 2014 Treborce Zinfandel (Dry 
Creek Valley). Blended with 8% Petite Sirah 

and aged less than a year in French and American 
oak, this wine is simple, with compostable earth 
scents and soft, round layers of brambly blackberry 
fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $37 

85 Peachy Canyon 2015 Incredible Red Zinfan-
del (California). A bit weak on the nose, this 

bottling shows elderberry, raspberry and wet chap-
arral aromas. Sweet fruit shows blandly on the pal-
ate, with touches of sage and thyme. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

84 Barber 2014 Mr Beast Topolos Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Sonoma Mountain). This organi-

cally farmed field blend includes some Petite Sirah 
and Alicante Bouschet. It has soft acidity and a 

simple structure, the flavors a mix of red and black 
cherry and berry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $28 

83 Pech Merle 2014 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Val-
ley). A dull, unformed nose gives way to 

sweet dried prune notes in this highly ripe, earthy 
wine. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $23 

BARBERA

92 Andis 2015 Barbera (Amador County). For 
full review see page 8. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Miraflores 2014 Estate Barbera (El Dorado). 
This especially ripe and deep style of Barbera 

grown at the Miraflores property looks quite dark, 
smells like dried fruit and tastes rich and full-bod-
ied. It has admirable concentration, a smooth and 
layered texture and good length on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Sera Fina 2013 Barbera (Amador County). 
Beautifully polished, this wine has an allur-

ing blend of fruit and spice flavors and an especially 
lush texture. The bouquet evokes violets, raspber-
ries and blueberries, and the palate goes deeper into 
blackberry and clove flavors. The balance is great 
because it matches its acidity with a feeling of rich-
ness and length. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

91 Tanner 2014 Estate Grown Barbera (Sierra 
Foothills). A wonderful bouquet, like that 

of a well-aged wine, helps this spicy, fruity bot-
tling stand out. It has gorgeous floral, tamarind and 
cola aromas, generous fruity flavors and a smooth, 
lightly tannic texture. An unusual and delicious 
twist on the variety. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

90 Lava Cap 2014 Estate Bottled Barbera (El 
Dorado). Mineral and black pepper flavors 

help this dry and full-boded wine stand out from 
the pack. It has lightly earthy, smoky aromas and 
bold fruit flavors supported by firm tannins and 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

90 Uvaggio 2014 Barbera (Lodi). Superfresh 
raspberry aromas, rich cherry flavors and 

a texture that helps all that fruit cling to the pal-
ate make this medium-bodied wine compelling. It 
feels firm and structured due to good acidity, which 
supports the surprisingly bright and layered fruit 
flavors very well. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

89 Easton 2014 Cooper Ranch Barbera (Shenan-
doah Valley). Effusive fruit flavors and a 

vibrant texture make this wine easy to pair with 
a meal. Spicy, chocolatey aromas meet cherry and 

raspberry flavors while full body lends richness in 
the mouthfeel and length on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Scott Harvey 2014 J&S Reserve Barbera 
(Amador County). This medium-bodied 

wine has wild berry aromas, rich cherry syrup and 
vanilla flavors and a lively but smooth texture. It 
tastes extremely floral and candy-like without being 
literally sweet. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

89 Yorba 2012 Shake Ridge Vineyards Barbera 
(Amador County). This easy-drinking wine 

is full of fruit in the aromas and flavors and has a 
smooth, non-tannic texture and full body. Its con-
centrated raspberry and red cherry aromas are fol-
lowed by ripe plum and cherry flavors, with juicy 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $29 

88 Easton 2014 Monarch Mine Vineyard Barbera 
(Sierra Foothills). This very good, well-bal-

anced wine combines savory, smoky elements with 
tasty, bright fruit flavors recalling red cherry and 
plum. It’s medium bodied and has enough concen-
tration to be interesting. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Renwood 2014 Barbera (Amador County). 
Lively, fruity and well made, this wine has 

plenty of raspberry and cherry flavors, good acidity 
and light tannins to add a bit of grip to the texture. 
For a medium-bodied wine, it has nice concentra-
tion. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Wilderotter 2014 Barbera (Shenandoah Val-
ley). Bright fruit flavors light up this tart, 

medium-bodied wine. It smells like raspberries and 
red cherries, tastes crisp and bright and has a light 
nip of cranberry-like astringency. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $30 

82 Jodar 2013 Barbera (El Dorado). This wine 
smells and tastes quite mature but is still 

interesting to drink. It has sun-baked earth aromas, 
raspberry and Madeira flavors and a soft texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $25 

RED BLENDS

95 Austin Hope 2014 Avery #3 The Magic Sun 
(Templeton Gap District). For full review see 

page 3. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

94 Limerick Lane 2015 1023 (Russian River Val-
ley). This combines 53% Zinfandel with 

45% Syrah and 3% Grenache, all from the pro-
ducer’s historic estate. Expansive with fresh, juicy 
blackberry, coffee and leather notes, it has black 
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pepper and cinnamon accents that contribute extra 
verve to the robust body and fleshy ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $70 

94 Limerick Lane 2015 Red (Russian River Val-
ley). This blend of 60% Syrah, 21% Gre-

nache, 17% Mourvèdre and 2% Petite Sirah pulses 
with racy red fruit and sizzling acidity. Fiercely 
tannic, it builds in sweet flavors as it opens, recall-
ing graham cracker, marshmallow and chocolate—a 
children’s treat in a glass. The texture is leathery 
and wholly satisfying. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

93 Continuum 2014 Sage Mountain Vineyard 
Proprietary Red (Oakville). This estate red 

is named after its mountainous locale—a brambly 
vineyard on Pritchard Hill above Oakville. It com-
bines quite ripe Cabernet Sauvignon with 15% 
Cabernet Franc, 15% Petit Verdot and 5% Merlot, 
projecting power and prestige with perfumed violet, 
dark cherry and savory leather and tobacco notes. 
Soft, pliable tannins add weight and texture. More 
time in bottle should add nuance; enjoy 2024–
2034. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $225 

93 G & L Lurton 2014 Amaino (Sonoma County). 
This stellar blend of 66% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, 25% Cabernet Franc and 9% Merlot is woven 
together with care, revealing an earthy bouquet of 
leather and compost. Old World in style, with its 
light approach and elegant underpinnings, it offers 
layers of clove, black pepper and graphite flavors 
within a balanced frame. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

93 Kaleidos 2015 Praying Mantis (Paso Robles). 
This top-tier bottling from Steve Martell, 

which blends 62% Grenache with 29% Syrah, 5% 
Mourvèdre and 4% Petite Sirah, offers roasted cof-
fee, charred black currant, burnt wood and baked 
earth aromas. The palate is tight and bright with 
flashy boysenberry and black raspberry flavors bal-
anced by anise and sagebrush accents. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

93 Pulchella 2014 Highs & Lows (Paso Robles). 
Beautiful, bright boysenberry and black-

berry aromas meet fennel and pepper scents on the 
nose of this blend of 64% Grenache and 36% Syrah, 
which is sold primarily through the winery’s Santa 
Clarita Valley tasting room. A lavish tannic profile 
decorates the lush palate, where black currant jam, 
licorice and clove flavors fight for attention. —M.K. 
abv: 16.2% Price: $64 

93 Sean Thackrey 2014 Orion Rossi Vineyard 
California Native (St. Helena). This is the 

producer’s longstanding ode to historic field blends, 
from a site in the Napa Valley planted to handfuls 
of mysterious varieties. The result is intriguing and 
unique, evoking fresh dough, plum and blackberry 
cobbler, the texture thick, soft and spicy. A thread 

of white floral perfume courses throughout. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $120 

93 The Tribe 2015 Proprietary Red (Sonoma 
County). This lovely blend of Zinfandel, 

Petite Sirah and Grenache is hearty and robust, with 
lavender, garrigue, black pepper and cinnamon 
aromas. Its velvety texture gives way to rich blue-
berry cobbler flavors peppered with firewood smoke 
notes, recalling a winter’s night. Kosher. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

93 Turiya 2012 Inner Peace (Central Coast). 
The hallmark of Angela Soleno’s wines is 

a sweet, spicy and earthy tobacco note, and this 
blend of 33% Merlot, 33% Petit Verdot and 33% 
Sangiovese offers it in droves. Combine that with 
rich black plum, fresh-picked lilac and rose scents, 
cinnamon and red currant flavors and soft, creamy 
tannins, and it’s a stunning wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $100 

92 Comartin 2014 Cuvée Cassidy G-S-M (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Sagebrush, wild cherry, pome-

granate, anise and crushed slate notes show on the 
nose of this blend of 45% Grenache, 50% Syrah 
and 5% Mourvèdre. Balanced acidity and tannins 
ensure good drinking both now and deep into the 
future, with chaparral-laced flavors of ripe rasp-
berry, boysenberry and even watermelon. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

92 Turiya 2012 Dark & Dreamy (Central Coast). 
This blend of 25% Sangiovese, 25% Petit 

Verdot, 25% Cabernet Franc and 25% Merlot shows 
the winery’s characteristic tobacco spice in a sub-
dued way, along with red and black cherry, hibiscus 
and red currant-filled chocolate truffle scents. The 
palate is leathery and full of dried cherry, nutmeg 
and vanilla flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

91 Bootleg 2013 Red (Napa County). This is a 
successful blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Petite Sirah and Zinfandel, with smaller amounts of 
Syrah, Merlot, Malbec and Petit Verdot. Black fruit, 
baking spice and chocolate flavors commingle in a 
full-bodied package that’s rich, round and reward-
ing, with plenty of length. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

91 Chimney Rock 2014 Elevage Estate Grown 
(Stags Leap District). This blends 53% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon with 29% Merlot, 13% Petit Ver-
dot and 5% Cabernet Franc from the producer’s 
estate in the heart of the appellation. Together, they 
form a spicy, pleasing palate that’s velvety smooth, 
soft and rounded, the richness relatively tame. 
Underlying currant, mocha and oak notes contrib-
ute additional complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $110 

91 JCB 2014 Leopard (Napa Valley). This big, bold 
red in a leopard-spotted bottle is made from 

a majority of Cabernet Sauvignon, and it’s power-
fully concentrated with tobacco aromas, boulder-
sized tannins and cherry-like fruitiness. Ancillary 
sparks of cedar and sage contribute intrigue. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

91 Limerick Lane 2015 Hail Mary (Russian River 
Valley). Robust tannins support bold swathes 

of leather, garrigue and dried herb notes in this 
complex, savory wine. Dark and brooding, it has a 
snap of fresh cherry, raspberry and orange fruit that 
lifts its denser aspects of brambly berry, meat and 
tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $52 

91 Midnight 2013 Capriccio Italian Reserve (Paso 
Robles). The convergence of high alcohol, 

acidity and tannin will make this Super Tuscan-
style blend of 50% Sangiovese, 25% Cabernet Sau-
vignon and 25% Merlot last quite a while. Intense 
plum brandy aromas meet nose-tickling licorice 
notes on the nose while the palate’s grippy tannins 
present vanilla, cherry, blackberry and candied lilac 
flavors. Drink 2018–2028. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 16.4% Price: $48 

91 Municipal Winemakers 2014 Bright Red Wine 
(Santa Barbara County). Bright and fruity, 

this blend of Grenache, Cinsault, Counoise and 
Syrah shows strawberry, pomegranate, hibiscus, 
rose, sumac and fennel scents on the nose. A fennel 
element plays on the palate as well, alongside cran-
berry, raspberry and turned earth flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $27 

91 Municipal Winemakers 2014 Dark Red Wine 
(Santa Barbara County). This 50–50 blend 

of Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon shows elegant 
layers of black currant, blackberry, purple flower, 
milk chocolate, anise and vanilla aromas. The pal-
ate is rich, thick and deep, with brooding yet well-
integrated black fruit and hearty spice notes. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $32 

91 Terre Rouge 2014 L’Autre (Sierra Foothills). A 
slightly tawny color and extra spicy, meaty 

aromas make this appetizing blend of 75% Gre-
nache, 17% Mourvèdre and 8% Syrah interesting to 
taste. It’s medium-bodied, peppery and savory and 
is backed by moderate berry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Turiya 2012 Kindred Spirit (Central Coast). 
Cola, black cherry, nutmeg and spicy vanilla 

show on the nose of this blend of 50% Cabernet 
Franc, 25% Sangiovese and 25% Merlot, which 
winemaker Angela Soleno ages in bottle before 
releasing. The palate is framed by sticky tannins 
and offers dried black currant, black and green 
olive, clove and sarsaparilla flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $85 

90 Buena Vista 2014 The Founder (Sonoma 
County). This intensely ripe wine is made 

predominantly from Cabernet Sauvignon, with 
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smaller amounts of Malbec and Merlot. Its waxy 
cherry, currant and blueberry flavers are laced wtih 
milk chocolate and smoky oak richness, a dash of 
high-toned acidity sparking on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $120 

90 JCB 2014 The Surrealist (Napa Valley). Made 
from a majority of Cabernet Sauvignon, this 

brawny, full-bodied wine evokes tobacco, coconut 
and cherry cola, the flavors commingling within a 
frame of taut structure and moderate acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $350 

90 Kaleidos 2015 Morpheus (Paso Robles). 
Well-integrated blueberry and purple 

flower aromas make for a casual rather than bom-
bastic nose in this blend of 32% Syrah, 28% 
Grenache, 25% Mourvèdre and 15% Petite Sirah. 
Roasted meat, charred blackberry and dried fennel 
notes show on the palate, feeling very balanced and 
acid-even. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

90 Kaleidos 2014 Osiris (Paso Robles). This 
blend of 79% Grenache, 13% Syrah and 

8% Mourvèdre starts with a mellow nose of black 
cherry, vanilla and dried ginger scents. The palate’s 
powerful acidity carries black currant and lico-
rice flavors, making for a rich albeit slightly boozy 
expression. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $38 

90 Terre Rouge 2014 Tête-à-Tête (Sierra Foot-
hills). This full-bodied wine is packed 

with fruit and spice notes and is especially broad 
and mouth-filling. Made from mostly Grenache and 
Mourvèdre, with a dash of Syrah, it has generous 
ripe plum, macerated cherry and black pepper fla-
vors that spread across the palate and linger on the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 William Hill Estate 2014 Bench Blend (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 15% Price: $40 

89 Castillo’s Hillside Shire 2014 Super Tuscan 
(Santa Clara Valley). Stewed red currant, 

dried strawberry, sandalwood, mace and dried gin-
ger notes show on the nose of this Super Tuscan-
styled red. Intriguing mint, dill and anise flavors 
emerge on the palate, where underripe plum flavors 
meet black olive, dried sage and sticky tannins. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $39 

89 JCB 2014 Passion (Napa Valley). Made from 
73% Cabernet Sauvignon and 27% Merlot, 

this offers juicy blackberry and black cherry flavors 
with a tart underbelly of acidity. Firm tannins and 
oak notes support the rounded, brightly fresh fruit. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

89 Municipal Winemakers 2015 MCS (Santa 
Barbara County). This blend of Mourvèdre, 

Carignane and Syrah is still quite young but already 
shows lots of savory potential. Wild berry, under-
brush, subtle game and crushed slate aromas lead 
into a palate of loaded with mulberry, sagebrush 
and cedar flavors. It has loads of energy out of the 
gate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $27 

88 Cirque du Vin 2014 Red (Paso Robles). This 
is a fun and quaffable kitchen sink blend of 

32% Syrah, 22% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Merlot, 
15% Petit Verdot, 9% Zinfandel and 4% Malbec. 
Sea salt caramel and cherry candy aromas lead into 
a palate full of red currant and strawberry jam fla-
vors. Serve with cheeseburgers. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $19 

88 Neyers 2015 Left Bank Red (Napa Valley). 
This likable blend of equal parts Caber-

net Sauvignon and Merlot is rounded and medium 
bodied. Red currant, cherry and vanilla cola flavors 
comprise the juicy palate, wrapped lightly in oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

88 Saint Gregory 2015 Red (Mendocino 
County). Bright, ripe, seemingly sweet fruit 

fills the aromas and flavors of this soft and generous 
wine blended from Pinot Noir, Pinotage and Pinot 
Meunier grapes. It floods the palate with rich rasp-
berry and black cherry notes. And since the tannins 
are very light and the acidity low, it has a pillowy 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Tres Sabores 2013 Por que No? (Napa Val-
ley). Blending Zinfandel, Petite Sirah, Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot, this is a plummy, 
prune-like expression. Firm, generous tannins sur-
round its juicy black fruit and black pepper flavors, 
lending structure to the full-bodied fruitiness. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

87 Krupp Brothers 2014 The Water Witch Stage-
coach Vineyard (Napa Valley). This new 

offering combines Cabernet Sauvignon, Tempra-
nillo, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot from the 
mountain site. The wine is intensely ripe and tart, 
with rounded edges and an oaky underbelly. Cedar 
and black currant are the dominant characteristics. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $70 

87 Lasseter 2013 Paysage Estate Grown 
(Sonoma Valley). This Merlot-driven blend 

also includes Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc 
and Malbec, the grapes grown on upper bench 
blocks of the producer’s estate. It’s simple, offering 
red cherry, currant and cedar flavors, with firm, per-
sistent tannins and a ripe, round mouthfeel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $62 

87 Midnight 2013 Full Moon (Paso Robles). This 
everyday drinker leads with concentrated 

but mellow aromas of black plum, turned earth, 
anise and sweet mint. It’s quite full on the palate, 
with baked red fruit and baking spice flavors. Very 
fruit-forward. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $19 

87 Triumph 2015 Premium (Sonoma County). 
This powerful blend of Petite Sirah, Petit 

Verdot, Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet 
Franc is smoky with oak and thickly concentrated 
on the palate, with sweet blueberry fruit and dark 
chocolate flavors. Round and rich, it has moderate 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

86 Paraduxx 2014 Pintail (Napa Valley). This 
blend of 63% Zinfandel and 37% Cabernet 

Sauvignon showcases upfront fruitiness, with sup-
portive structure. Smoky oak cradles its extroverted 
ripeness, with a concentration that’s sure to win 
over fans of the style.  —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $48 

85 Sequum 2014 MIXT (Napa Valley). This wine 
is made from mostly Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Petite Sirah, with smaller amounts of Syrah 
and Zinfandel. It has edgy tomato leaf scents and 
moderate acidity, muddling concentrated black and 
red berry, clove and leather flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

84 Lasseter 2013 Reminiscence Estate Grown 
(Sonoma Valley). This wine is comprised 

of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Merlot and 5% 
Cabernet Franc. Dusty earthiness frames its green, 
vegetal flavors, wrapped in ripe, sturdy tannins and 
bitter leather and clove notes. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $125 

84 ManCan NV Red (California). This wine’s 
intense grapey, jammy aromas lead to very 

fruity and blackberry jam, melted butter and straw-
berry syrup flavors. It’s medium bodied and sweet. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $5/375 ml 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Bodega de Edgar 2014 Laetitia Vineyard Tem-
pranillo (Arroyo Grande Valley). Impressively 

dark and dense in the glass, this bottling from Edgar 
Torres from a coastal site offers pungent black cur-
rant, leather, wet asphalt and black pepper aromas. 
The palate’s charred black plum flavors are wrapped 
in serious tannins and bolstered by bright acidity. 
This will evolve into a stellar wine with patience. 
Drink 2020–2034. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

93 Chamisal Vineyards 2014 Califa Grenache 
(Edna Valley). This elegant and tightly 

wound Grenache shows hints of black plum, boy-
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senberry and blackberry alongside dried rose petal, 
gravel and sagebrush scents. The palate is effusively 
floral, with lilac and lavender flavors accenting an 
exotic backdrop of damson plum. The structure is 
firm and the acidity judicious. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

91 Ca’ Del Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Dol-
cetto (Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 15.84% Price: $100 

91 Municipal Winemakers 2015 Counoise (Santa 
Barbara County). From a grape rarely used 

alone in the United States, this bottling from Rod-
ney’s Vineyard shows tart red fruit, carnation and 
iron aromas on the subtle and fresh nose. Its ripe red 
fruit flavors are presented in a light-bodied frame, 
with vivid energy and clean mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $27 

90 Austin Hope 2014 Grenache (Templeton Gap 
District). Roasted blueberry aromas meet 

prune, caramel and purple flower notes on the nose 
of this port-like bottling, which is rich and inviting 
but not very reminiscent of Grenache. It’s soft and 
thick on the palate, with caramel, fudge and coffee 
candy flavors, and would make a great pairing for 
dessert. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

90 Municipal Winemakers 2014 Cinsault (Santa 
Barbara County). David Potter continues to 

lead the way for underused varieties, and this bot-
tling shows why more should bravely walk that 
path. Fresh-pressed plum, underripe strawberry, 
fennel and licorice aromas lead into a palate full of 
Christmas spice and plum sauce flavors. Although 
not incredibly complex, it’s unique, fun and perfect 
for a sunny day. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $27 

90 Uvaggio 2015 Vitigno Oscuro Charbono (El 
Dorado). With its laser focus on black fruit 

flavors, this firmly structured wine has a distinct 
personality. Generous tannins and a good dose of 
fruit acidity provide plenty of grip on the palate. 
Each sip reveals more depth and layers, suggesting 
it’s a good bottle to lay down for future consump-
tion. Best after 2022. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Cinnabar 2014 Carignan (Contra Costa 
County). This savory, spicy wine is rela-

tively light but offers a tasty combination of non-
fruit flavors such as black pepper, beef broth and 
wood smoke. It’s medium bodied, lightly tannic and 
quite complex for its moderate concentration. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

88 Grevino 2014 Estate Vineyards Dolcetto 
(Santa Maria Valley). Ripe black cherry, 

roasted meat, wet stone and caramel notes show on 
the nose of this bottling of a grape rarely seen in this 
region. It’s slightly sweet on the palate, with ripe 

blueberry and cocoa flavors, but compelling for its 
novelty. —M.K. 
abv: 15.84% Price: $75 

88 Saint Gregory 2015 Pinot Meunier (Men-
docino County). This wine’s firm, almost 

chewy texture makes it lively and lip-smacking, 
with tart red and black cherry flavors that provide 
good intensity and length. It’s made from a grape 
variety that’s widely used in Champagne but rarely 
seen as a varietal still wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

OREGON
CHARDONNAY

94 Bethel Heights 2015 Justice Vineyard Char-
donnay (Eola-Amity Hills). Almost deca-

dently rich, this seduces with aromas of toasted 
hazelnuts, buttery stone fruits and sweet sliced 
pineapple. In perfect balance and drinking beauti-
fully, it should remain at its peak through the mid-
2020s. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $56 

94 Lachini 2015 Les Sols Arénacés Chardonnay 
(Chehalem Mountains). This wine is rich to 

the edge of voluptuousness. Delicious nutty, toasty 
and buttery flavors are wrapped around ripe apri-
cot and papaya fruit. A full-bodied, complex wine, 
it was aged for a year in 55% concrete eggs, 25% 
stainless and 20% French oak barrels. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

94 Lange 2015 Estate Chardonnay (Dundee 
Hills). For full review see page 5. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $65 

94 Lavinea 2014 Elton Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Lush and lovely fruits 

highlight this wine. White peaches, lemon curd, 
sweet pineapple, quince and a dash of honey all 
combine gracefully, with a nice kick of fresh acid-
ity. A light touch with new French oak (20%) adds 
a hint of vanilla and Key-lime pie to the finish. On 
the second day, it’s just as good, if not even better. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $60 

93 Bethel Heights 2015 Casteel Chardonnay 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This barrel selection is 

the winery’s reserve. Dense and detailed, it moves 
gracefully from lime-inflected citrus through peach 
and papaya. Though modest in alcohol, it has a 
warm kick to the finish, along with a light kiss of 
barrel toast. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

93 Domaine Serene 2015 Clos du Soleil Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). Lovely structure 

amplifies all the best qualities of this estate-grown 

wine. A tight core of pear, lemon and tangerine fruit 
sets up a long finish. The acidity is clean and in 
perfect proportion, with no chalkiness. Drink now 
through 2027. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

93 Lange 2015 Three Hills Cuvée Chardonnay 
(Willamette Valley). For full review see page 

7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 DanCin 2016 Chassé Chardonnay (Oregon). 
Sourced from the Durant vineyard in the 

Dundee Hills, this is barrel fermented in neutral oak 
using native yeast. It’s complex and textural, with 
layers of ripe tree fruits. Peaches and mixed tropi-
cal fruits are in play, along with some baking-spice 
highlights. It’s full-bodied and irresistible, diving 
deeply into a lush finish. Drink now through 2022. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $32 

92 Domaine Serene 2015 Evenstad Reserve 
Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). This is a rich, 

heavy wine, a Chardonnay on steroids. It’s packed 
with ripe and lush tree fruits, and those flavors are 
matched with generous barrel toast. Though it feels 
a bit thick on the palate, it has enough acidity to 
avoid being flabby and is terrifically delicious. Drink 
now through 2021. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

92 Lange 2015 Freedom Hill Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Willamette Valley). A limited bottling, 

this single-clone, single-vineyard wine is precise, 
sculpted and tightly wound. A steely firmness runs 
straight down the core, with apple, green herbs, cit-
rus rind and tangerine flavors strung along for the 
ride. It’s easily worth cellaring for another six to 
eight years. Drink now through 2024. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $65 

92 Rex Hill 2015 Seven Soils Chardonnay (Wil-
lamette Valley). Lush aromatics push a bou-

quet of toasted hazelnuts, citrus peel, apples and 
white peaches up from the glass. Flavors follow in a 
clean, spicy wine with a fresh and lively mouthfeel. 
One-third of the fruit was sourced from the estate’s 
premier Jacob-Hart vineyard, and the wine spent 11 
months in 20% new French oak. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $33 

91 Clay Pigeon 2014 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). This is an orange wine, intentionally 

oxidized and left in barrel for two years. It’s very 
much like a fino Sherry, with comparable aromat-
ics. What truly distinguishes this effort is the finish 
that lingers and develops more and more nuances 
for several minutes. Don’t expect anything that 
resembles Chardonnay, but pair this with salted 
nuts, meats or fried foods and you will be delighted. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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91 DanCin 2016 Capriccio Chardonnay (Southern 
Oregon). Straw-gold in color, bright and styl-

ish, this wine focuses on apple, white peach and 
green-banana fruit. It’s firm and pulls through to a 
barrel-detailed finish with a lick of caramel. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

91 Martin Woods 2016 Yamhill Valley Vineyard 
Chardonnay (McMinnville). Aromatic and 

stylish, this Dijon-clone Chardonnay jumps out 
with sweet spices on the nose and a floral twist to 
the palate. Pollen, apple and white-peach flavors 
punch through into a well-balanced, lingering fin-
ish. It drinks nicely already but should continue to 
improve through 2023. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

91 St. Innocent 2015 Freedom Hill Vineyard Dijon 
Clone Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). Aged 

and fermented in neutral French oak, this luscious 
wine is smooth and open, with just the right touch 
of butter, presumably from partial malolactic fer-
mentation. The mouthfeel is creamy and rich, like 
a peach cobbler, with a splash of butterscotch. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Argyle 2015 Grower Series Chardonnay 
(Willamette Valley). This wine presents 

an interesting mix of herbal, citrus and stone-fruit 
components. Lemon pepper and grapefruit, with a 
touch of Satsuma orange, all stand out. A slick lick 
of caramel carries on the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Argyle 2015 Nuthouse Master Series Char-
donnay (Eola-Amity Hills). Richer and 

oakier than the regular Argyle Chardonnay, this 
conveys flavors of Honey Crisp apple, framed with a 
palate-pleasing toastiness. It’s balanced and already 
drinking in a prime window. Enjoy it now through 
2020. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

90 Colene Clemens 2014 Chardonnay (Wil-
lamette Valley). Strikingly bright yellow-

gold in hue, this is a rich, almost oily style, replete 
with flavors of buttered nuts and caramel apples. 
It’s quite delicious and should be consumed now 
through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

90 DanCin 2016 Mélange Chardonnay (South-
ern Oregon). This wine utilizes 40% neu-

tral oak, 40% stainless steel and 20% new French 
barrels, and is fermented with native yeast. It’s a 
deep, vibrant gold color, sporting sexy aromas of 
pineapple, pear and peach. The palate is fully ripe, 
round and forward, with luscious fruit flavors 
throughout. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

90 Martin Woods 2016 Chardonnay (Willa-
mette Valley). A distinctive, sweet, resiny 

note dominates the aromatics, suggesting an herbal 

flower such as calendula. Those notes highlight the 
flavors as well, with hints of pollen, fresh herb and 
ripe apple. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

89 Left Coast Cellars 2016 Truffle Hill Chardon-
nay (Willamette Valley). Ripe and packed 

with lush fruit flavors of apple and other tree fruits, 
this also rings out with a light touch of spice. It’s 
balanced nicely, with the fruit set up by highlights 
of citrus rind. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $24 

88 Day 2015 Belle Pente Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Yamhill-Carlton). A green-gold shade, 

this wine leaps up with buttery scents and flavors, 
at first more nutty than toasty. It has a tight core 
of mixed stone fruits, with toasty barrel flavors to 
wrap it up. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $38 

88 Lujon 2015 Chardonnay (Willamette Val-
ley). A chunky wine, this offers big, blocky 

flavors of oak, apple butter and melon. Round and 
forward, this is straightforward and perfectly enjoy-
able. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $15 

87 Foris 2016 Chardonnay (Rogue Valley). This 
was barrel fermented in neutral oak, and 

not put through malolactic fermentation. A mix of 
apple, white peach and green-melon fruit opens up 
the core flavors, then it seems to stop short. The 
feeling of being attenuated may simply reflect the 
youth of the wine, or a need for further bottle age. 
Drink 2019 to 2025. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Van Duzer 2015 Bieze Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Eola-Amity Hills). This fairly limited 

production, single-vineyard effort was barrel fer-
mented, and shows aromatic notes of popcorn, 
toast and grassy citrus. The fruit mixes oranges and 
apples, and the wine has a nice balance with ample 
acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

PINOT BLANC

90 Foris 2016 Pinot Blanc (Rogue Valley). The 
alpine conditions at Foris push this into a 

style that’s different from Willamette Valley Pinot 
Blancs. Bracing minerality drives this bus, with 
refreshing flavors of celery, cucumber and green 
melon. It’s persistent, squeaky clean and quite 
delightful. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 St. Innocent 2015 Freedom Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Blanc (Willamette Valley). One-quar-

ter of this wine was fermented in neutral oak, the 
rest in stainless steel. At 12.5% alcohol, the light, 
almost airy wine brings immaculate fruit flavors of 
apple and pear, with a pleasing, minerally mouth-

feel. It offers the faintest suggestion of caramel as it 
winds down. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

86 Yamhill Valley 2015 Estate Pinot Blanc 
(McMinnville). This wine shows reductive 

notes initially, requiring aeration to burn off the 
aromas. The palate is sharp-toned, with simple 
flavors of apple, making it perfect for simple enjoy-
ment. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $22 

PINOT GRIS

92 King Estate 2016 Domaine Pinot Gris (Wil-
lamette Valley). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $29 

91 Alexana 2016 Terroir Series Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). This well-made wine is con-

cise and focused, with pinpoint flavors of cut pear 
holding the core. Hints of thin red berry and a whiff 
of tea-tree oil animate the nose. It’s unusual and 
well made. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

91 King Estate 2016 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). For full review see page 13. Editors’ 

Choice.
abv: 13.6% Price: $19 

91 Lange 2016 Reserve Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Pinot Gris has been a Lange highlight 

since the winery was founded in 1987. Fermented 
in neutral puncheons, this is a distinctive, focused 
wine, with pretty pear, spicy apple and a touch of 
citrus. The puncheons add a light hint of vanilla 
cookie. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

91 Ponzi 2016 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). For 
full review see page 13. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.2% Price: $19 

90 A to Z 2016 Pinot Gris (Oregon). Sometimes 
less is more, and sometimes more is more, 

as in this 68,000-case offering from A to Z. It’s a 
leesy, pretty, highly gulpable wine, loaded with 
apple, pear and melon fruit. Hints of cucumber and 
stone add freshness to the lingering aftertaste. Best 
Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 David Hill 2016 Estate Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). This forward, fruity and 

quite tasty effort brings ripe flavors of fleshy pears. 
It shows touches of spice and a scent and streak 
of honey, though it’s not overly sweet. The finish 
comes with a burst of alcoholic heat. Drink now 
through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

90 Lange 2016 Classique Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Principally Dundee Hills fruit, this 
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is like a bowl of ripe pears with a dab of vanilla ice 
cream. It’s smooth, creamy and fresh, with a broad 
and delicious streak of vanilla running right through 
the heart. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

90 Lujon 2015 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
Vinified in stainless and left on the lees for 

six months, this wine sets its tasty, lime-inflected 
fruit against refreshing minerality. It’s a bold, asser-
tive style, with a lovely citrusy core. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $14 

90 Provincial Vineyards 2015 Estate Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). This elegant wine puts 

flavors of apple and citrus with floral highlights into 
the mix. It gains strength in midpalate, finishing 
strong with cinnamon, paprika and white pepper. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $16 

90 St. Innocent 2015 Vitae Springs Vineyard 
Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). This fresh 

young wine has a pleasing leesy character upon 
being poured. With extra breathing time it fills out, 
adding details of citrus pith and skin to clean green 
apple, melon and cucumber flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 King Vintners 2016 NEXT Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). NEXT is a new label for King 

Vintners, a new division of King Estate. This ver-
sion of Pinot Gris takes an herbal path rather than 
putting the emphasis on juicy fruit. A phenolic edge 
frames the finish. Balanced and detailed, it would 
make a fine accompaniment to herb-grilled chicken. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Rainstorm 2016 Pinot Gris (Oregon). Sup-
ple and seamless, this lightly spicy wine 

is a good all-purpose white. The clean, crisp fruit 
touches on kiwi, pear and a hint of green banana. 
Vinified in stainless steel, it’s a refreshing wine that 
should be enjoyed soon. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Apolloni 2016 L Cuvée Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). A small portion of this wine (10%) 

is barrel fermented, which seems to slightly soften 
and round out the feel. Fleshy pear and apple comes 
with a hint of honey on the palate. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

87 Van Duzer 2016 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). This is lively and tart, suggesting citrus 

rind, grapefruit and juniper berries. There’s a snap 
to the acidity and some bitterness in the finishing 
flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

86 Apolloni 2016 Estate Pinot Grigio (Willa-
mette Valley). Crisp and pungent, this has 

penetrating aromas of cut apple. Flavors resemble 

fresh, unfermented apple cider. There’s a touch of 
bitterness in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Brandborg 2015 Pinot Gris (Umpqua Valley). 
This is solid example of the variety, with its 

apple and pear flavors. The wine feels a bit flat in 
the mouth, lacking snap and freshness. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

RIESLING

94 Brooks 2015 Yamhill Vineyard Riesling 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Stunningly good, this 

offers off-dry numbers (13g/L) but plenty of high 
acid tang. Honeysuckle, tart citrus, green apple and 
honeycomb start it out, and the wine kicks into 
more and more gears with superb concentration 
and depth. Lemon verbena and lemon-tea flavors 
come into the extended finish, with light tannins 
and superb details. Drink now through 2035. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

92 Alexana 2016 Revana Vineyard Riesling 
(Dundee Hills). This estate-grown Riesling 

is bursting with juicy flavors of Meyer lemon and 
pink grapefruit. Tangy acids keep it fresh and lively 
throughout a long finish. It’s simply delicious now, 
and fine for drinking through 2027. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

92 Brooks 2015 Orchard Fold Vineyard Riesling 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Lovely aromatics conjure 

up rose petals, a dash of body powder and ripe cit-
rus. The fruit is very ripe, with almost a candy char-
acter, and there’s a sensation of powdered sugar. 
But despite the almost 14g/L residual sugar, it’s 
more sweet/tart than syrupy, keeping it sappy and 
refreshing. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $24 

91 Argyle 2015 Nuthouse Master Series Riesling 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Round rather than racy, 

this fruity effort rings out with peach, melon and 
papaya flavors. It’s finished dry with just 4g/L resid-
ual sugar, and the delicious finish has a honeysuckle 
note. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Brandborg 2015 Riesling (Elkton Oregon). 
This wine is labeled medium dry, a fair 

description. Aromatic with waxy, mixed citrus com-
ponents, it’s refreshingly tart, with suggestions of 
lemon peel throughout. The finish brings in notes 
of orange-pekoe tea, with good concentration and 
length. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $16 

91 Yamhill Valley 2014 Estate Riesling (McMin-
nville). This old-vine Riesling matches 

medium sweetness (25g/L) to ample acidity. It’s 
a dense and flavorful style, taut and fleshy at the 
same time. The peachy fruit hints at ripe banana as 

well, with a lick of butterscotch adorning the finish. 
Drink now through 2022. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 10.8% Price: $18 

90 Amity 2014 Riesling (Willamette Valley). 
This is sourced from old vines, and brings 

typically intense, phenolic aromatics in a dry, 
extended and lingering style. Citrus-rind scents 
and dried-apple flavors abound, and it’s textural 
and persistent, though not what you’d call fruity. 
The length and development are its best attributes. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

89 Martin Woods 2015 Garryana Riesling (Wil-
lamette Valley). Garryana is the winery’s 

previous moniker; once this vintage sells through 
all wines will be labeled Martin Woods. This bot-
tling mixes green, gold and botrytized fruit from 
a single vineyard, all picked on the same day. The 
result is intriguing, though a bit disjointed. Bright 
gold, pungent and waxy in the mouth, it mixes 
accents of honeycomb with green-apple fruit that 
almost tastes like straight cider. The finish is quite 
dry. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

88 David Hill 2016 Estate Riesling (Willamette 
Valley). Citrus and peach are on display, 

with a slight hint of wintergreen mint. There are 
enough tannins here to give it a residual flavor of 
peach tea. Overall it’s a chunky, blocky style of Ries-
ling, emphasizing pure fruit goodness over finesse. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $20 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Cowhorn 2015 Reserve Viognier (Applegate 
Valley). These biodynamic grapes, fer-

mented with native yeasts, spent three months 
in 40% new French oak. It’s built like a precision 
watch, ticking off complete and balanced varietal 
flavors of citrus rind and juice, with light touches 
of fresh herb, lemon verbena and a delicate hint of 
vanilla. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

92 Cowhorn 2016 Spiral 36 White (Applegate 
Valley). This is a co-ferment (with native 

yeast) of 45% Viognier, 30% Marsanne and 25% 
Roussanne. Exceptional details and mouth-pleasing 
textures lend extra pleasure throughout this Rhône 
white blend. Green melon, cucumber and tart tropi-
cal fruits carry the succulent and refreshing palate 
on through a deep dive into an immaculate finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 Brandborg 2014 Gewurztraminer (Elkton 
Oregon). This is concentrated and rich, 

almost oily. Dense aromas lead into a mouthfilling 
wine with flavors of ripe banana, Meyer lemon and 
candied pineapple. It’s on the edge of sugary, with a 
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slightly grainy mouthfeel, and finishes a bit off-dry. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

88 Amity 2016 White Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). A white wine made from a red 

grape, this barely hints at a tawny straw shade. The 
fruit tastes principally of golden apple and white 
peach, and it has a pleasing roundness in the mouth, 
with a light touch of saltine cracker. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Brandborg 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Umpqua 
Valley). Tangy and varietal, this emphasizes 

some pleasing grassiness, with a touch of petrol 
in the nose. The fresh, herbal components are set 
against a mix of lemon, grapefruit and pineapple 
fruits. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

88 Day 2016 Vin de Days Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). A blend of Pinot Blanc and four other 

white grapes, this pleasant and fruity wine offers 
simple enjoyment. Peach, pink-grapefruit, straw 
and cracker flavors show on the palate and lead to a 
dry finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Left Coast Cellars 2016 White Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Though not a blush 

wine, this has a hint of a tawny color, and a whiff 
of alcohol reflecting the riper, warmer vintage. The 
fruit flavors range from Key lime to orangeade. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

87 Freja 2016 Albariño (Chehalem Mountains). 
Just a single barrel of this wine was pro-

duced. Although it’s a 2016, the wine is a straw 
gold and seems well on the way to maturity. Ripe 
and tangy apples and pears abound, with a squirt of 
lemon juice. Drink now through 2018. —P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $20 

SPARKLING WINES

88 Lachini 2015 Sparkling Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This pale-copper bub-

bly is half whole cluster, half saignée, and finished 
off dry. Lightly sweet and toasty, it marries straw-
berry and chocolate flavors to mouth-tickling effer-
vescence. It’s simple, tasty, fresh and ready to go. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $40 

84 Wetzel Estate NV Cuvée Blanc (Willamette 
Valley). The winery indicates this is from 

2015, but there is no vintage shown on the bottle. 
On the sweet edge of brut, it smells and tastes of 
plastic, with a grainy, sugary mouthfeel and simple 
apple fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

83 Wetzel Estate 2015 Sparkling Rosé (Willa-
mette Valley). A sweaty nose obscures light 

strawberry flavors. Yeasty and thin, it’s best used as 
a mixer. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

ROSÉS

91 Alexana 2016 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This rosé brings extra levels of 

finesse and detail along with the expected burst of 
fresh fruit. Elegant and sophisticated, it offers tart 
cherry fruit, some peppery herb and a hint of fresh-
ground coffee. Barrel fermented in neutral oak, it’s 
smooth as silk. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Dowsett Family 2016 Becklin Vineyards 
Georgia Rose (Oregon). This rosé is built 

upon the 777 Pinot Noir clone, grown on the east-
ern edge of the Willamette Valley in an area known 
locally as Pete’s Mountain. Winemaker Chris Dow-
sett intends this to be ageable—meaning a drinking 
window measured in a few years, not decades. A 
pale orange-copper, it’s supple and detailed, with 
peppery spices around fruit flavors of guava and 
strawberry. Drink now through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $17 

90 High Pass 2016 Pinot Noir Rosé (Willamette 
Valley). Cherry red, aromatic with scents 

of crushed roses, strawberries and cherries, this 
brings a gentle touch of sweetness to the lush fruit 
flavors. It’s pretty as can be, bursting with straw-
berry fruit, and a very good value. Drink chilled with 
mild cheeses.  Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

88 Rainstorm 2016 Silver Linings Pinot Noir 
Rosé (Oregon). Pretty to look at and lovely 

in the mouth, this all-Pinot rosé offers gentle hints 
of plum, sour cherry and orangeade. Bracing acidity 
puts a tight, tangy twist to the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Winter’s Hill 2016 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). Made by the saignée process, where 

the juice is bled from the principal ferment to con-
centrate the Pinot Noir, this rosé is blocky and 
simple. Light flavors of strawberry and cherry are 
finished dry and fade quickly. Drink this well chilled 
before the next vintage appears. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

86 Lachini 2016 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The fruit is light and a touch sour, 

with suggestions of watermelon and berry. It fades 
into a short finish with a citrusy frame. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

86 Van Duzer 2016 Pinot Noir Rosé (Willamette 
Valley). This gentle, quaffable wine offers 

light flavors of strawberry and apple. There’s gener-

ous acidity, and despite the fairly substantial alco-
hol, it’s modest in its proportions. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

SWEET WINE

86 Winter’s Hill 2015 Hans & Lena Pinot Blanc 
(Dundee Hills). This late-harvest wine was 

frozen cryogenically and aged in neutral casks prior 
to bottling. It’s mid-level sweet, with much higher 
alcohol than most such efforts. Candied pears come 
to mind, with residual phenolic bitterness in the 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $28/375 ml 

PINOT NOIR

95 Brittan Vineyards 2014 Cygnus Block Pinot 
Noir (McMinnville). This new cuvée is 

sourced from a 2008 planting of the Swan clone, 
rare in Oregon. The aromatics are dazzling, with a 
lightly peppery, meaty aspect around slightly muted 
notes of herb and rock. The fruit is especially gener-
ous, with blackberry and boysenberry predominant. 
The wine is stylish, with cut and precision. Though 
truly exceptional, it needs your complete attention 
and some extra aeration to show its best. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Bethel Heights 2015 Justice Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Juicy dark-purple 

fruits hold the center of this supple, engaging wine 
that’s still young, with chewy tannins. There’s tangy 
bite to the acids and plenty of muscle for aging. 
Drink 2020 through 2030 and possibly longer. Cel-
lar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $56 

93 Bethel Heights 2015 Casteel Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). A barrel-selection, top-

of-the-line cuvée, this is intensely aromatic with 
black cherry, soft leather and baking spices in play. 
Flavors focus in the midpalate, leading into supple 
tannins and a smattering of cocoa powder. Overall 
it’s a big wine, full flavored, balanced and already 
drinking very well. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

93 Brittan Vineyards 2014 Gestalt Block Pinot 
Noir (McMinnville). This black-fruited offer-

ing has the winery’s signature stamp all over it, with 
a vein of herb and wet rock that slices through the 
aromas and into the palate. Tangy acids prop up the 
blackberry and black-cherry fruit, and suggest that 
this can age. Drink now through 2030 at least. Cel-
lar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 DanCin 2015 Écarté Pinot Noir (Oregon). For 
full review see page 7. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $38 
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93 David Hill 2014 Estate 21 Block Old Vine Coury 
Clone BlackJack Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-

ley). BlackJack is sourced from the oldest block in 
the vineyard, planted in 1965 by original owner 
Charles Coury. This clone, rumored to have arrived 
from France in a suitcase, is named for him. This 
new release, still young and integrating the French 
oak (14 months, 30% new), offers black-cherry 
fruit with barrel toast and coffee flavors. Drink now 
through 2028. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

93 Domaine Serene 2014 Jerusalem Hill Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Most 

Domaine Serene single-vineyard wines are grown 
right on the Dundee Hills estate; this one reflects a 
different home, in the Eola Hills AVA. It’s a delicious 
riot of red and blue fruits, with toast, chicory and a 
touch of licorice threaded through. The balance and 
muscle are there to keep this in fine shape through 
at least 2027, but it’s delicious right now, so why 
wait? —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $95 

93 Lavinea 2014 Elton Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). From 30-year-old vines, 

this is beautifully built and already showing the 
complexity that predicts a long life ahead. The old-
vine grapes create a skeleton of mineral and acid 
upon which just-ripe fruit flavors of mulberry, plum 
and blueberry are placed. Drink now with pleasure, 
or put a few bottles away to enjoy through 2027 or 
longer. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

93 Lavinea 2014 Lazy River Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). This deeply fruited wine 

is a rich cranberry/purple in hue, and flavors put 
blueberry and plum front and center. There’s a 
touch of cassis, and the tannins are brushed velvety 
smooth, while remaining substantial, even muscu-
lar. Bergamot, pomegranate and marionberry fla-
vors come through as well, in a lush cascade of spicy 
fruits. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

92 Alexana 2015 Zena Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Juicy, penetrating 

raspberry fruit launches this tight young wine into 
the center of the palate. The overall balance and 
prominent acidity suggests that it is a good cellar 
candidate. Drink 2020 to 2030, and aerate aggres-
sively if you plan to pop it in the near term. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

92 Brittan Vineyards 2014 Basalt Block Pinot 
Noir (McMinnville). At first austere, even 

severe in its tight, herbal focus, this wine nonethe-
less intrigues. The unique aromatics deftly touch 
on fennel, bitter herbs and wet rock. Tart cranberry 
and pomegranate fruits lurk below, and the wine 
takes a full 24 hours to open up, adding broader fla-
vors suggesting craisins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

92 DanCin 2015 Septette Pinot Noir (Southern 
Oregon). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

92 Dowsett Family 2015 Becklin Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (Oregon). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $37 

92 High Pass 2015 Union School Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). For full review see 

page 10. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

92 Lachini 2015 Cuvée Giselle Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). This barrel selection is 

loaded with tart cherry and blackberry fruit. Scents 
and accents bring hints of bread, butter, vanilla 
and coffee. The finish is lengthy and detailed, with 
no fall off in complexity. It was aged 18 months in 
roughly half new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $80 

92 Lavinea 2014 Nysa Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Ripe, full, smooth and rich, 

this deftly expresses the black-cherry fruit that 
typifies this exceptional AVA. As with the entire 
Lavinea lineup, this wine captures a diverse and 
complex range of fruits within its core flavors. It 
also has an iron spine, a vein of licorice, and a whiff 
of rosemary. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

92 Lavinea 2014 Tualatin Estate Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Winemaker Isabelle 

Meunier (ex-Evening Land) has carefully selected a 
handful of sites for her first release of single-vine-
yard wines under this new label. This is perhaps 
the most elegant, with exceptional texture, color 
and overall finesse. Fruits are delicate and detailed, 
showing watermelon, salmonberry, strawberry and 
a bit of spice. The 30% new French oak aging adds a 
gentle kiss of cocoa. Drink now to 2030 and beyond. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

92 Siduri 2015 Muirfield Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). The vineyard is in the 

Chehalem Mountains AVA, though the label simply 
reads Willamette Valley. Light toast and dark fruits 
abound, with black cherry, char and roasted-coffee 
flavors leading the charge. Utterly delicious, this is 
a fine single-vineyard offering from Adam Lee. The 
barrel aging is subtle and complex, with a hint of 
coconut in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

92 St. Innocent 2015 Zenith Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Zenith is the win-

ery’s estate vineyard, and this wine is a standout 
among St. Innocent’s 2015 Pinots. It’s firm, dark 
and toasty, with full-flavored black-cherry fruit 
accented with dense veins of espresso, charred nuts 
and bitter chocolate. The structure supports those 
dark notes, and the chewy tannins and lengthy fin-

ish amplify them. Drink now through 2028. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

91 Alexana 2015 Revana Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This pretty Pinot offers ripe 

fruit flavors of strawberry and cherry. There’s a nice 
dash of chocolate and a supple, seamless mouth-
feel, with all the components beautifully integrated. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $49 

91 Apolloni 2015 L Cuvée Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). For full review see page 10. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

91 Broadley 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Broadley offers well-ripened, estate-

grown Willamette Valley Pinot Noir at affordable 
prices. This juicy, concentrated cuvée brings a lively 
mix of boysenberry, blackberry and black cherry. It 
was aged for one year in one-year-old French oak. 
The focus, concentration and sheer pleasure cannot 
by overstated. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Broadley 2015 Jessica Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Three-fifths was whole-cluster fer-

mented, and the wine spent 18 months in 20% 
new French oak. This bottling amplifies the house 
style, which favors ripe, concentrated flavors of 
strawberry and raspberry fruit, adding highlights 
of chocolate and espresso. A whiff of dried straw 
wraps this up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Broadley 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
Certainly a remarkable value, this brings 

concentrated flavors of ripe raspberry and cherry 
liqueur into a big, broad and deep midpalate. The 
exuberance and depth of fruit is astonishing, and 
the balancing acidity suggests that the wine will 
retain its freshness through 2020 and beyond. This 
is one to buy by the case. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

91 DanCin 2015 Plié Pinot Noir (Southern Ore-
gon). One of the prettiest labels in Oregon 

adorns an equally lovely wine. It’s aromatically lush 
with flowers, body powder and spice. The ripe berry 
fruit carries a dusting of cocoa powder. Optimal 
drinking should be 2018–2026. Cellar Selection. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $37 

91 High Pass 2015 Zauberberg Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This well-made wine is pow-

ered by lush red and black fruits and berries. The 
acids keep it lively and fresh, tannins are polished 
and the outstanding fruit is a real joy. It’s unfiltered 
and aged in French oak, 50% new. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 
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91 Huett 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

91 Lachini 2015 Lachini Family Estate Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Bright, fresh rasp-

berry fruit takes the center stage in this young and 
still rather tight wine that will reward further cel-
laring. There’s a hint of metal in the acids. Drink 
2020–2030. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

91 Lachini 2014 Lachini Family Estate Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). This is a fruity mix of 

sweet berries, with a nice streak of ripe orange. In 
both nose and mouth an almost delicate earthiness 
can be noticed, with suggestions of dried leaves. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

91 Lachini 2014 Prima Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). This is the winery’s reserve, 

made just twice previously, in 2010 and 2012. Pro-
duction is up sharply, and it’s a ripe, round fruit pie 
of a wine, best enjoyed while still young. Red fruits 
and citrus are in the mix, with a touch of papaya. 
Basically, it has a sort of fruit-salad appeal. It was 
aged 14 months in French oak, two-thirds of it new. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $100 

91 Siduri 2015 Hawks View Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). The vineyard is in the 

Chehalem Mountains AVA, and here it yields an 
aromatic wine, with inviting suggestions of buttery 
cherry pie. It also offers blueberries, a touch of light 
herb and a deliciously smooth mouthfeel. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

91 Siduri 2015 Zena Crown Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This is a complex, mus-

cular wine, with good aging potential. The nose 
carries a whiff of animal (in a good way) and the 
black fruits are buoyed with generous acidity. Drink 
2020–2028. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

90 Alchemist 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Round and fruity, this mixes sweet 

berry with red plum and Bing cherry. Orange-peel 
highlights lift the midpalate, and the wine shows 
excellent balance and a detailed, lingering finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

90 Alexana 2015 Fennwood Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). This cuvée has a steely 

quality. The fruit hits solidly on raspberry, with a 
nice tang to the acids. It’s still tight, focused and 
young, suggesting that further bottle age will lead to 
further improvement. It has a light touch of caramel 
in the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

90 Alexana 2015 Terroir Series Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Though still young, this is 

soft, smooth and accessible—ready for prime-time 
drinking right now. The red fruits are swathed in 
toasty mocha flavors, and the creamy mouthfeel has 
you quickly reaching for a re-pour. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $34 

90 Colene Clemens 2014 Adriane Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Pretty rasp-

berry fruit coalesces in midpalate with a bright, 
spicy, flavor-boosting kick. It’s young, fresh and 
nicely balanced. Drink now–2020. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

90 DanCin 2015 Pas de Trois Pinot Noir (Ore-
gon). Dijon 777 clone grapes from three 

vineyards comprise this blend that has been aged 
for 11 months in 37% new French oak. Tightly 
focused berry fruit carries a touch of wintergreen, 
and a hint of green stem can be detected in the tan-
nins. Nonetheless this is a graceful, balanced wine 
for near-term enjoyment. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $37 

90 Domaine Serene 2014 Aspect Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This new cuvée blends fruit 

from three of the estate vineyards—Mark Bradford, 
Grace and Côte Sud. It’s medium bodied, with a mix 
of dried cherries, chocolate and herb. Somehow 
those flavors don’t quite knit together. The wine 
feels a bit unfocused, though all the components are 
individually fine. It would be worth waiting until 
2018 or 2019 before pulling the cork on this one. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $125 

90 Franchere 2015 Havlin Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This is an herbal, low-

alcohol style. Tart wild berry, lemony citrus, fresh 
herbs and a streak of iron combine gracefully. This 
is a new trend in Oregon, emphasizing non-inter-
vention, subtle detail, low alcohol and neutral oak, 
and here it’s been done well. —P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $28 

90 Lange 2014 Lange Estate Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). Plum, purple berries 

and even a slick streak of almond paste combine in 
this supple wine. It has a touch of dried herb and 
soft leather, with light tannins wrapping up the fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $70 

90 Lange 2014 Three Hills Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This high-wire wine 

skirts along tart red fruits with a stiff herbal spine. 
Sourced from Lange Estate, Freedom Hill and Yam-
hill vineyards, it was aged in 40% new French oak. 
A nice streak of espresso, licorice and char com-
pletes the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $50 

90 Lange 2014 Yamhill-Carlton Assemblage 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). This tight, 

focused wine offers strawberry and raspberry fruit, 
aged in one-third new French oak. The oak is barely 
evident, but the fruit-centric wine shows good 
structure and medium concentration. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

90 Martin Woods 2015 Jessie James Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Martin Woods 

wines are aged in Oregon oak, mostly neutral. This 
is exceptionally fragrant, with whiffs of violets, 
mint and body powder. Supple on the palate, those 
scents connect directly to flavors of rose petals, 
raspberries and red plums. The finish is as smooth 
and soft as the entry, with a gentle dusting of cocoa 
powder. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

90 Van Duzer 2014 Homestead Block Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This is 100% Pom-

mard clone, bright and spicy in the nose. The fruit 
flavors are sharp and penetrating, with brambly 
berries and a touch of pine sap. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $60 

89 Argyle 2015 Nuthouse Master Series Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Black-cherry fruit 

comes wreathed in light smoke, with a streak of root 
beer adding to the flavor. This is a wine of medium 
weight and concentration, with hints of fennel 
throughout. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

89 Bachelder 2013 Oregon Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Bachelder is a Canadian 

winery but this wine was grown, produced, bottled 
and aged in Oregon. It’s full bodied, with an earthy, 
slightly smoky character. Suggestions of root beer 
and black cherry cola thread into a tannic finish, 
with plenty of grip. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

89 Brandborg 2013 Ferris Wheel Estate Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Elkton Oregon). This cool 

site in the Elkton AVA offers a lighter take on Pinot 
Noir. Tart strawberry fruit is accented with a dust-
ing of cocoa powder from aging 18 months in 30% 
new French oak. There’s a touch of lemon oil also, 
and the wine is smooth and balanced throughout. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $38 

89 David Hill 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Aromas have a pleasing toastiness, 

built around pretty strawberry fruit. The mouthfeel 
is a bit granular, balanced and highlighted with fla-
vors of cocoa and coffee. It offers a relatively good 
value in Willamette Valley Pinot Noir. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

89 Franchere 2015 Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 
Hills). Made in a careful, non-intrusive, 

natural style, this combines wild strawberry and 
peppery herb flavors. It offers moderate tannins and 
a strongly herbal finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $24 
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89 Hundred Suns 2015 Sequitur Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). A portion of this was 

fermented in terracotta amphorae, then blended 
into the finished wine. It amps up textures, lending 
a cola and club-soda-style minerality that under-
scores the pretty strawberry and Bing-cherry fruit. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

89 Kings Ridge 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Brambly berry pushes front and cen-

ter, with well-modulated notes of dried herb, black 
olive and bark. This is structured, balanced and 
immediately drinkable, but should keep through 
2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Lange 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). A step up from the Willamette Val-

ley cuvée, this is a barrel selection from the same 
eight vineyards. One-third was new French oak, 
adding a hint of toast around wild raspberry fruit 
with a peppery note. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

89 Siduri 2015 Pinot Noir (Chehalem Moun-
tains). California-based Siduri cellared and 

bottled this wine that was vinified in Oregon. Still 
young and compact, it nonetheless shows some good 
flesh on its bones. The tannins pop out a bit, along 
with red berries and a streak of coffee. Another year 
of bottle age would be helpful, or give it plenty of 
aeration. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $39 

89 St. Innocent 2015 Temperance Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This drinks a 

bit lighter than previous vintages, with light straw-
berry and thin, tart cherry fruit. The tannins are 
astringent and slightly green. It’s worth cellaring 
until 2019 to let additional bottle age smooth out 
the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

89 Van Duzer 2014 Westside Blocks Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Ripe and toasty, this 

limited offering hints at slightly raisined fruit. Figs, 
dried plums and cherry leather all combine, with a 
rich milk-chocolate finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

88 Amity 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
The ripe black-cherry fruit brings immedi-

ate appeal, in an unapologetically fruity, forward 
style. The acids are in perfect harmony, and the 
overall balance is just right, with a juicy, tangy snap 
to the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Argyle 2015 Reserve Artisan Series Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This spent 16 

months in French oak, and the barrel influences 
overtake the light strawberry fruit. At the moment 
the wine seems to lack complexity. Additional bot-
tle age may help to address that and rebalance the 

fruit/oak flavors. For now, it’s clean and toasty, with 
a streak of cola. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

88 Brandborg 2014 Bench Lands Pinot Noir 
(Umpqua Valley). This good-value wine 

done in a light and lovely style offers flavors of 
red berries and cherry cola highlighted by toasted 
hazelnuts. A touch of café crème leads into a softly 
focused finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $22 

88 Colene Clemens 2014 Dopp Creek Estate 
Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). A streak 

of coffee runs dramatically down a tight, snappy 
core of citrus and berry fruit. Flavors are lightly 
dusted with pepper, remaining bright and precise 
through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

88 Franchere 2014 Zenith Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This is a three-barrel 

reserve, principally Pommard clone, and vinified 
with minimal handling. Cherry/berry fruit comes 
with ample acidity. The alcohol, though just at the 
high end of moderate, seems to mute some of the 
details. Notes indicate that no additions were made, 
but the finish remains a bit chalky. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 

88 Hundred Suns 2015 Old Eight Cut Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This is done in a 

wide-open, instantly drinkable style that makes it 
an excellent, everyday quaffer. Young Oregon Pinots 
often need more time, but not this one. Strawberry, 
coffee and cola flavors combine into a broad and fla-
vorful midpalate, fresh and inviting. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

88 Lachini 2014 The Grape Republic Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Forward with pretty 

raspberry and cherry fruit, this delightful, easy-
drinking wine has a pleasantly earthy underpinning. 
It’s young and tart, immediately enjoyable but can 
cellar through 2021. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

88 Lange 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This stiffens up with streaks of stem and 

herb, underscoring compact blueberry and blue-
plum fruits. It’s an eight vineyard mix, aged in 20% 
new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

88 Left Coast Cellars 2015 Cali’s Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This is still pretty 

stiff and tight through the midpalate, with fruit 
ranging from cranberry to raspberry and sour 
cherry. Tannins leave a slightly green impression; 
the wine doesn’t seem ripe and full flavored. Some 
extra bottle age might improve it. Drink 2020 to 
2024. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Provincial Vineyards 2015 Cuvée Duo Estate 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This wine 

opens with aromas of ultraripe grapes, despite the 
relatively moderate listed alcohol. Baking spices, 
Christmas cake, plum pastry and almost Port-like 
flavors (without the alcoholic heat) suggest that 
very ripe grapes were included in the the mix of 
fruit. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $24 

88 The Forager 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Sourced from a pair of Yamhill-Carlton 

vineyards, this steely effort opens with herbal beet-
root aromatics. It’s tight and a bit attenuated, with 
streaks of anise, tart berry and a touch of rhubarb. It 
slowly fleshes out with ample aeration. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Van Duzer 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). This is fragrant and forward, with a 

subtle smoky element. Fresh raspberry fruit comes 
wrapped in flavors of toast, malt and milk choco-
late. It’s smooth and appealing, best consumed now 
through 2020. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

87 Argyle 2015 Grower Series Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This big-production Pinot 

pierces through with smoke, char and stiff, earthy 
tannins. It’s a chewy, rough wine, more herbal than 
fruity. It’s got enough punch and power to hook up 
with grilled burgers or flank steak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $27 

87 Colene Clemens 2014 Victoria Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This wine starts 

off with a broad blend of berries and cherries, and 
well-integrated, smooth tannins. But in the finish 
and aftertaste, a chemical bitterness emerges and 
persists. Two bottles tasted, with same results. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

87 Freja 2014 Estate Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). This wine has a light scent of 

animal funk and saddle leather around black-cherry 
fruit. Tannins are showing early signs of drying out, 
and it is probably best to drink this up by 2020. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

87 King Vintners 2016 NEXT Pinot Noir (Ore-
gon). NEXT is a new label for King Vintners, 

a new division of King Estate. This blends grapes 
from southern Oregon and the Willamette Valley, 
putting a pleasing toasty character around the light 
red fruit. A streak of burnt coffee suggests that the 
barrel influence is still being integrated. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $40 

87 Maison L’Envoyé 2015 Two Messengers Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This wine is for-

ward and high-toned, with bright strawberry/rasp-
berry fruit. It’s front-loaded for flavor, drinking 
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nicely, though on balance a bit simple, with a quick 
fade. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

87 St. Innocent 2015 Justice Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). A bitter herbal edge 

frames this young wine that remains tight and 
unexpressive, even after many hours. Aged in 28% 
new French oak for 16 months, it may be showing 
significant bottle shock at this time. The finish is 
short, hard and slightly bitter. Try again in 2018. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

87 Yamhill Valley 2014 Estate Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). This has a noticeable scent 

of tackroom leather that carries into the flavors, 
somewhat muting the black-cherry fruit. For such 
a young wine it is already on the way to drying out. 
Some interesting accents of pipe tobacco, smoke 
and coffee run through the finish. It’s now at its 
best, so drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

86 Citation 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Now separated from the Firesteed 

brand, which recently sold, Citation offers both 
recent and bottle-aged Pinots. This young release 
has sharp edges, brambly berries, a whiff of smoke 
and a thick flavor of root beer. The fruit thins out 
quickly, finishing with a chalky texture and some 
alcoholic heat. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

86 Colene Clemens 2014 Margo Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Firm and 

lightly herbal, this has light strawberry-fruit flavors 
balanced against proportionate tannins and acids. 
There’s nothing wrong here, it’s just a light, almost 
innocuous wine. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

86 Day 2015 Cancilla Vineyard Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). An aromatic mix of floral 

notes and marionberry show on the nose. The palate 
follows suit, yet turns astringent with herbal tan-
nins and an earthy, chalky finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

86 Day 2015 Johan Vineyards Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This wine starts off well 

with an aromatic mix of red fruit, citrus and toasted 
grain. The palate shows thick tannins and a stemmy 
finish which cut the flavors short. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

86 Freja 2013 Estate Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This shows solid secondary fruity 

flavors of strawberry compôte and a thin slice of 
cherry pie. It offers a whiff of leather and some dry-
ing tannins, with a finish of black tea. Drink this up 
soon. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 King Estate 2015 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). This young wine has tart, rather thin 

fruit flavors of pomegranate and wild berry. There’s 
ample acidity—maybe too ample for some tasters. 
Flavors seems to fall off and fade quickly. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $28 

86 Maison L’Envoyé 2015 The Attaché Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This cuvée is a 

barrel selection, fermented with whole berries and 
aged in 35% new oak. Simple strawberry and rasp-
berry fruit seems almost weightless, and the quick 
finish carries a strong streak of bouillon. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $40 

85 Maison L’Envoyé 2015 Straight Shooter Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This expands the 

winery’s portfolio with a nod to the $20 pricepoint 
that’s become a defining limit to affordable Oregon 
Pinot. This wine is hard, slightly burnt and bitter 
in the finish, with simple candy cherry-fruit flavors. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Cowhorn 2013 Reserve Syrah (Applegate 
Valley). Black as coal, with a heavy, smoky, 

meaty nose, this is one of a growing number of 
excellent biodynamic Syrahs from Oregon. It mar-
ries tangy acids to chewy red and blue fruits, with 
streaks of coffee liqueur and caramel latté. Half was 
whole-cluster fermented, and it all spent time in 
50% new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

92 Domaine Serene 2014 Grand Cheval Oregon 
Red Wine (Oregon). This atypical blend 

brings exceptional fruit to the table, with Pinot 
Noir sourced from the Dundee Hills and Syrah from 
Walla Walla. Syrah dominates the aromas, with 
gamy whiffs of smoke, coffee and and licorice. The 
tangy black-cherry fruit comes with a streak of 
balsamic and a hint of pine sap. Though Pinot Noir 
rarely succeeds with other grapes in the blend, this 
is the exception that proves the rule. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $85 

90 Huett 2015 The Gold Lot Zinfandel (Colum-
bia Gorge). Sourced from the Volcano Ridge 

vineyard, there’s nothing shy here. Ripe to the edge 
of jammy, it’s bursting with black fruits. An inter-
esting streak of menthol/wintergreen amps up the 
freshness, and it has sufficient acidity to lift the fin-
ish. Add this to the short list of must-taste Oregon 
Zins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

89 Martin Woods 2016 Havlin Vineyard Gamay 
(Willamette Valley). The vineyard lies in the 

Van Duzer corridor, and the regular winds thicken 
the grape skins, giving chewy, astringent tannins. 
Tart plum and wild-cherry fruit flavors carry a pep-

pery bite. The wine was aged for nine months in a 
neutral barrel of Oregon oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

88 Martin Woods 2016 Motley Rose Vineyard 
Gamay (Eola-Amity Hills). This is a bright, 

spicy bowl of red fruits, with penetrating flavors 
and buoyant acidity. It’s clean and sharply etched, 
with a strong tannic base. Such a young wine should 
improve over the next couple of years; drink up by 
2021. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

87 Spangler 2013 Malbec (Southern Oregon). 
Close to black in color, with a hint of rust 

around the rim, this reductive wine carries a scent 
of burnt rubber. Flavors suggest riper grapes than 
the listed alcohol would indicate, with brown sugar, 
ripe black cherry and some dusty tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

87 Spangler 2013 Petit Verdot (Oregon). This 
offers clean, clear blackberry fruit, along 

with pretty baking spices. No details of barrel aging 
were provided, but some toasty flavors are there and 
well integrated. The acids, however, leave a chalky 
aftertaste. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

86 Day 2015 Running Bare Mae’s Vineyard 
(Applegate Valley). This proprietary, sin-

gle-vineyard blend is 50% Cabernet Franc and 
25% each Tannat and Malbec. Sharp and slightly 
volatile, the black-cherry palate is burried by herbal 
tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

86 Spangler 2013 Sangiovese (Oregon). Though 
tart and chalky, this has interesting notes of 

rose petals and saddle leather, with light berry fruit. 
It does show varietal specificity, but the wine fades 
quickly and lacks concentration. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

85 Spangler 2014 Zinfandel (Oregon). Sharp, 
hard and stiff, this high-alcohol wine offers 

plenty of power, but little in the way of charm .A 
tight streak of burnt rubber runs through the core 
of black fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $28 

84 Spangler 2013 Cabernet Franc (Southern 
Oregon). The aromas are a little sweaty and 

the wine has not entirely knit together, even after 
four years. Fruit flavors are raisined, the acids feel 
chalky, and the finish resolves into some bitter phe-
nolics. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

84 Spangler 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (South-
ern Oregon). There are odd hints of plastic 

in the nose and in the flavor, along with black-cherry 
fruit. In the mouth this wine feels disjointed, with 
a chalky, short finish and a hint of coconut. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 
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WASHINGTON
CHARDONNAY

91 Ashan 2016 Barrel Fermented Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of candy corn, 

spice and almond butter are followed by full-bodied 
tropical-fruit flavors that show a pleasing sense of 
richness and intensity. It’s a delicious example of 
the variety, with a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

90 Columbia Crest 2015 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas of butter, 

vanilla, corn silk and tropical fruit lead to barrel-
forward, oak-laden pineapple flavors that inter-
twine through the finish. For the style, it’s well done 
but the oak is pretty intense. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

90 Gorman 2016 Old Scratch Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Aged six months in neu-

tral French oak, this offers aromas of spice, pine-
apple and almond skin. Full bodied, the palate is 
redolent with tropical-fruit flavors. The mouthfeel 
dazzles, especially for a wine at this price. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $20 

88 Canoe Ridge 2015 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Horse Heaven Hills). A blend of fruit from 

Canoe Ridge and Wallula vineyards, this puts 
the oak (40% new French) at the fore. Aromas of 
vanilla and baking spice lead to buttery, creamy, 
full-fruit flavors. The oak and malolactic influence 
is not shy but it’s a good choice for those seeking 
that style. —S.S. 
abv: 14.37% Price: $22 

88 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2015 Ethos Reserve 
Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). This wine 

is a bit reduced out of the gate, providing distrac-
tion from its aromas of burnt toast, apple, pear and 
spice. The palate is creamy in feel, with buttery 
flavors along with a lemony finish. If the reduction 
blows off it could move up a notch or two. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Pacific Crest 2015 Centennial Trail Char-
donnay (Columbia Valley). Apple, pear and 

spice aromas lead to medium-bodied fruit flavors 
that manage to remain light on their feet. The finish 
seems a bit clipped but it still delivers enjoyment. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $17 

87 Browne Family Vineyards 2016 Heritage Char-
donnay (Columbia Valley). Aromas bring 

notes of white flowers, candlewax and summer 
squash, showing no overt new-oak influence. The 
palate is medium bodied, delivering easy-drinking 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $22 

87 Drumheller 2015 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas pop, with notes of starfruit, 

cantaloupe, apple, butter and spice. The palate is 
broad with a lightly creamy feel, speckled through-
out with cardamom notes. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Duck Pond 2016 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). Light aromas offer notes of apple and 

pear. The palate of thhis wine is cleanly made, 
showing no obvious new-oak impact. It’s a straight-
down-the-fairway interpretation of this variety. 
Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $12 

86 Desert Wind 2016 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Wahluke Slope). The aromas bring light 

notes of corn husk and apple. This wine is broad in 
feel, with a lightly creamy texture full of roasted-
corn flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

PINOT GRIS / PINOT GRIGIO

87 Bieler Family 2016 Daisy Pinot Grigio (Wash-
ington). Aromas of ripe apple, sliced pear 

and white flowers lead to tart, lighter-side-of-
medium-bodied fruit flavors. Spices notes fill out 
the finish. It delivers easy-drinking enjoyment and 
is very varietal. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $13 

87 14 Hands 2016 Pinot Gris (Washington). 
Aromas of pear, cantaloupe and apple are 

followed by broad, dry fruit flavors, with a spritzy 
finish. There’s not much complexity, but the wine 
goes down easy and is very varietal. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 Bontzu 2016 Pinot Gris (Walla Walla Valley). 
Aromas bring notes of beeswax, lees and 

lemon. The palate is medium bodied and creamy 
in feel, backed by zippy acidity. The variety isn’t 
entirely distinct but, despite this, it delivers appeal. 
—S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

87 Columbia Crest 2016 Reserve Pinot Gris 
(Yakima Valley). Vibrant aromas of canta-

loupe, freshly cut pear and yellow apple are at the 
fore. While the palate is bone dry, it has a light 
spritz that seems out of place. It’s a shame as aro-
matically it delivers a lot of enjoyment. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Horse Heaven 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Horse Heaven 

Hills). Light aromas of herb, grass, papaya and kiwi 
lead to tart, spritely tropical-fruit flavors height-
ened by grapefruit accents. There’s no mistaking the 

variety and it’s appealing, with a drawn-out finish. 
Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Efeste 2016 Feral Sauvignon Blanc (Ancient 
Lakes). Quite light aromas of talc, lemon 

zest and mineral along with whiffs of tropical fruit 
lead to sleek, bright, focused and lemony flavors 
backed by zippy acidity. It should shine paired with 
ceviche or oysters. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are bright, 

with notes of guava, pineapple and citrus. The pal-
ate is lightly spritzy with plenty of grapefruit flavors 
that keep the interest high. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Columbia Crest 2016 Reserve Dry Riesling 
(Yakima Valley). The aromas are exuber-

ant, with notes of lime, orange zest, ripe peach and 
flowers. The palate, as advertised, is bone dry with 
stone-fruit flavors that show crystalline clarity 
and linger on the finish that features plenty of lime 
accents. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

89 Columbia Crest 2016 Reserve Garnacha 
Blanca (Yakima Valley). Quite pale in color, 

this wine offers well-defined aromas of apple, can-
taloupe and pear. The palate has a textured feel 
and brings a pleasing sense of purity along with 
tart acidity. A winning offering of this seldom-seen 
variety, it should go particularly well at the dinner 
table. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

87 Waterbrook 2016 ICON Viognier (Columbia 
Valley). Aromas of butterscotch, pear, peach, 

flowers and spice are followed by full-bodied stone-
fruit flavors. It brings a fair amount of heat along 
with it but is certainly varietally correct. —S.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $25 

86 Washington Hills 2015 Riesling (Washing-
ton). Dried apricot, jasmine, flower, herb 

and peach aromas are followed by medium, sweet 
fruit flavors that can’t quite sustain their intensity 
but still bring appeal. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $10 

85 Bontzu 2016 Viognier (Walla Walla Valley). 
The aromas seem a bit off, with volatile 

notes along with lees, orange peel and peach. The 
palate is lightly creamy but still somewhat lean in 
style, not able to hold all of the flavors together. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  105

SWEET WINE

88 Columbia Crest 2016 Reserve Late Harvest 
Muscat Canelli (Columbia Valley). The aro-

mas leap out of the glass, with notes of freshly 
peeled tangerine, white flowers, jasmine and hon-
eysuckle. It drinks quite sweet but manages to stay 
in balance. It’s a delicious example of this variety. 
Enjoy it for dessert. —S.S. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $30 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

88 Auclair 2014 Heart of the Hill Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). Barrel 

influences takes over aromatically, with notes of 
wood, toast and dark chocolate in front of golden 
raisins, with the fruit seeming somewhat dried out. 
The palate brings tart cranberry and cherry flavors 
that show a sense of liveliness. Good things are 
going on but the aromas and palate seem a bit dis-
connected at present. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Canoe Ridge 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas of gar-

den herbs, cherry and bittersweet chocolate lead to 
medium-bodied fruit and barrel flavors. The tan-
nins are quite firm and need some time (hopefully) 
to soften. The oak seems to get out front. —S.S. 
abv: 14.32% Price: $22 

88 Dumas Station 2013 Minnick Hills Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). 

Aromas bring notes of vanilla bean, black cherry 
and cassis, along with light volatility. The palate 
packs a big punch of fruit and barrel flavors, with 
vanilla notes running high throughout, causing 
some distraction. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

88 Gorman 2015 Old Scratch Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Red Mountain). This wine is aro-

matic, with notes of vanilla, plum, cherry and dark 
coffee. Flavors are big, bold and ripe, delivering 
hedonistic appeal that carries through the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $28 

88 Pendulum 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Cocoa, raspberry and 

dark-chocolate aromas are followed by chocolaty 
barrel flavors that persist on the finish. There’s 
enjoyment to be had but the oak seems a bit out 
front. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $17 

88 Walla Walla Vintners 2012 Cut Bank Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). 

Coming from the winery’s estate vineyard high up 
in Upper Mill Creek, this wine is starting to show 
a bit of age, offering aromas of anise, dried cherry, 
green pepper and cigar ash. Equal parts dark and 

green, the flavors come off a bit disjointed, with 
bell-pepper notes on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

88 Waterbrook 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Columbia Valley). This 100% vari-

etal wine hails from Blackrock, Mirage and Summit 
View vineyards. Barrel notes of cocoa, vanilla and 
coconut are at the fore, along with notes of dried 
cranberry and cherry. The palate is full bodied, with 
luscious fruit and barrel flavors that provide appeal. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

87 Alder Ridge 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Aromas come off as quite 

green, with notes of jalapeño pepper and garden 
herb mixed with cherry and vanilla. The palate 
brings broad cherry flavors. It provides appeal but 
the aromas and flavors seem a bit disconnected and 
the greenness proves distracting. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

87 Canoe Ridge 2014 Limited Edition The 
Benches Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas of spice, macerated 
cherry, vanilla and blackberry lead to jammy, sweet-
seeming fruit flavors. It provides easy-drinking 
appeal, with grainy tannins backing it all up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

87 Columbia Crest 2015 H3 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas of plum, 

stewed cherry, milk chocolate and vanilla are 
accented by notes of smoke. Fruit and barrel flavors 
intertwine on the palate, with fruit winning out on 
the finish that narrows a bit. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

86 Apex 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas are bright, with notes 

of vanilla and cherry. In contrast. the palate comes 
off as light. This is a simple, straightforward quaffer, 
with cranberry notes persisting on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $36 

86 Canoe Ridge 2015 The Expedition Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Horse Heaven Hills). Light aro-

mas offer notes of berry, herb, plum and whiffs of 
tire rubber. The palate comes off as a bit green and 
sweet, with lightly gritty tannins providing support. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.14% Price: $16 

86 Desert Wind 2015 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Wahluke Slope). The aromas 

bring notes of vanilla, green pepper, black tea, 
cherry and herb, and the palate delivers much the 
same. This wine comes off as a bit innocuous but 
is quite consistent throughout. It tapers on the fin-
ish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

86 Pacific Crest 2015 McNary Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Piercing 

green aromas are far out front, distracting from the 
notes of cherry and herb. The cherry flavors seem a 
bit attenuated. This wine doesn’t all come together. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $19 

85 Washington Hills 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Washington). Fruit-forward aromas of 

blueberry, orange peel and spice lead to medium-
bodied fruit flavors. It’s respectable, though it’s near 
impossible to peg it as Cabernet. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

MERLOT

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2015 Indian Wells 
Merlot (Columbia Valley). Barrel aromas 

are at the fore, with notes of vanilla, cocoa and 
milk chocolate out in front of blackberry and black 
cherry. The palate also mixes fruit and barrel, show-
ing pleasing depth of flavors and intensity along 
with a silky texture. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2015 Merlot (Colum-
bia Valley). Raspberry, cocoa, coffee and 

vanilla aromas lead to plump, focused fruit flavors. 
It’s both appealing and quite varietally correct. For 
those looking for a quality value Merlot, look no fur-
ther. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Browne Family Vineyards 2014 Merlot 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas are high toned 

and barrel-forward, with notes of vanilla, green 
wood and cocoa. The fruit is able to break through 
on the palate that shows a pleasing sense of balance. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

88 Canoe Ridge 2014 Reserve Merlot (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Aromas of toasty barrel 

spices, vanilla, cedar, high-toned herbs and plums 
lead to tart cranberry flavors. The tannins give a 
firm squeeze and this wine shows a bit of heat, but 
is otherwise appealing. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $22 

88 Columbia Crest 2015 H3 Merlot (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Aromas of plum and blue 

fruit are accented by high-toned spices and milk 
chocolate. Flavors are soft, palate coating and 
poised, with blue-fruit flavors lingering on the fin-
ish. It doesn’t necessarily taste like Merlot but still 
brings plenty of appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 

88 Waterbrook 2014 Reserve Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). Coming from a mixture of Mirage 

and Blackrock vineyards, this wine offers aromas of 
baking spice, vanilla and dark fruit. These are fol-
lowed by full-bodied black-cherry and spice flavors 
along with gritty tannins. It dips a bit in the middle 
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and the oak seems a bit heavy, but it still delivers 
enjoyment. —S.S. 
abv: 13.89% Price: $23 

87 Canoe Ridge 2015 The Expedition Merlot 
(Horse Heaven Hills). With the fruit from 

equal parts The Benches and Canoe Ridge Vineyard, 
the addition of Syrah (9%) stands out on the aro-
mas, with its notes of plum followed by vanilla and 
licorice. The palate is lightly sweet, with bunched-
up tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 14.87% Price: $16 

87 Desert Wind 2015 Estate Grown Merlot (Wah-
luke Slope). Aromas seem a bit locked up, 

with notes of plum, herb and cedar. The raspberry 
flavors similarly seem bunched up, with lightly dry 
tannins providing support. Vanilla flavors linger on 
the finish. The variety gets a bit lost. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

86 Waterbrook 2015 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
Aromas of vanilla, cocoa and woodspice 

are at the fore. The palate starts out broadly but 
then trails as it moves toward the finish. This wine 
doesn’t entirely come together. —S.S. 
abv: 13.75% Price: $13 

SYRAH

92 Gorman 2015 The Devil You Don’t Know 
(Columbia Valley). Though not labeled as 

such, this could be a varietal Syrah (76%), with the 
balance Grenache (18%) and Mourvèdre. The aro-
mas offer notes of dark-roasted coffee bean, smoke, 
orange peel, toast and huckleberry pie. The blue-
fruit flavors are bold and full, delivering a mouthful 
of enjoyment that keeps you coming back for more. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $28 

89 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2013 Ethos Reserve 
Syrah (Columbia Valley). The aromas pop, 

with notes of fresh blueberry pie, sweet herb, dark-
roasted coffee and spice. The palate doesn’t quite 
deliver on all those aromas, seeming a bit less bold 
than the nose suggests. Still, this wine is enjoyable, 
especially after it has time to open up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Gorman 2015 Old Scratch (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is 90% Syrah, with the balance 

Grenache (8%) and Mourvèdre. The aromas are 
reserved initially, with notes of blueberry pie, dark-
roasted coffee and raspberry. The palate is surpris-
ingly light for the aromas (and producer), with the 
finish seeming attenuated. The oak also comes off as 
a bit heavy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

88 Waterbrook 2015 Syrah (Columbia Valley). 
Pleasing aromas of marionberry, cocoa and 

spice are followed by lightly styled but still palate-
coating fruit flavors. A velvety texture heightens the 

appeal, with fruit and barrel flavors lingering on the 
finish. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.45% Price: $13 

85 Bontzu 2014 Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). The 
aromas bring notes of medicine cabinet and 

Band Aid that seem a bit untoward. Flavors are tart 
and lighter in style, narrowing toward the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

RED BLENDS

91 Gorman 2015 The Devil You Know (Colum-
bia Valley). This wine is a blend of Merlot 

(44%), Cabernet Sauvignon (34%), Malbec (17%), 
Cabernet Franc (3%) and Petit Verdot. Aromas are 
brooding, with notes of cocoa, bittersweet choco-
late, cherry, herb and spice. The dark-fruit flavors 
are full bodied, rich and saturated, packing a hefty 
punch with a finish that sails. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $28 

91 Walla Walla Vintners 2012 Cut Bank Estate 
Vottavo (Walla Walla Valley). A blend of San-

giovese (42%), Merlot (32%), and Cabernet Sau-
vignon, this is one of the first wines coming off the 
estate vineyard located next to the winery. A full 
five years old, it’s starting to show a touch of age 
aromatically, with notes of bittersweet chocolate, 
dried cherry and dried herb along with sliced green 
pepper. The palate shows the brightness of acidity 
that this region of the valley is known for, heighten-
ing the fruit flavors and stretching out the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

90 Pamplin 2014 Red I.Q. (Columbia Valley). 
This wine comes from top sites Canoe 

Ridge Estate, Champoux, Seven Hills and Wallula. 
An intriguing blend of 43% Merlot, 21% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 19% Petit Verdot and 17% Malbec, it 
offers high-toned aromas, with notes of toasty spice 
and herb in front of raspberry and cherry. Supple 
and well balanced, the fruit flavors show poise and 
length. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $14 

87 Desert Wind 2015 Estate Grown Ruah Proprie-
tary Red (Wahluke Slope). A blend of Caber-

net Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Malbec and 
Syrah, this offers high-toned aromas, with notes of 
green herb, cocoa and green pepper. The palate is 
chalky in feel, with the tannins seeming bunched up 
and dry. Cocoa notes linger on the finish. The green-
ness on the aromas is hard to get around. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Sagelands 2015 Riverbed Red (Columbia 
Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon makes up two-

thirds of this wine, with the balance Malbec and 
Syrah. Vibrant aromas of plum, spice and herb are 
followed by plush, lightly sweet, palate-coating 

fruit flavors backed by grainy tannins. It finishes 
sweet, delivering plenty of easy-drinking appeal. 
Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $10 

86 Desert Wind 2015 Estate Grown Ora Pro-
prietary Red (Wahluke Slope). This is an 

unusual blend of principally Syrah, Malbec, Tem-
pranillo and Souzao, along with bits of Petit Verdot, 
Merlot, and Cabernet Sauvignon. Aromas of cocoa, 
vanilla and green herb lead to tart cherry flavors 
that seem underripe. The finish comes up short. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Bontzu 2015 Reserve Grenache (Walla Walla 
Valley). The aromas are alluring, with notes 

of stem, dried herb, white pepper, cigar box and 
raspberry. The palate is chock-full of raspberry fla-
vors that show a pleasing purity, and the finish lin-
gers, showing just a touch of heat. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Bontzu 2014 Carmenère (Walla Walla Val-
ley). There’s no mistaking the variety here, 

with its notes of red chili pepper and green pepper 
along with snuffed-out cigar. The palate is broad 
and generous but still shows elegance, with its 
cherry and spice flavors. It’s an intriguing example 
of the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Browne Family Vineyards 2014 Petit Verdot 
(Columbia Valley). Coming from Water-

brook Estate, Blackrock and Summit View vine-
yards, this offers high-toned aromas, with notes of 
flower, soil and bittersweet chocolate. The palate is 
full of bold flavors backed by lively acidity and firm, 
slightly dry tannins. It’s a high-quality example of 
the variety, though it could use some steak to tame 
the tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

88 Waterbrook 2014 Reserve Malbec (Columbia 
Valley). Coconut, vanilla and spice aromas 

are at the fore, with the fruit seeming a bit dried 
out. The black-plum flavors show pleasing depth, 
with baking-spice flavors speckled throughout. The 
wood is primary but it’s still appealing. —S.S. 
abv: 14.07% Price: $23 

87 Canoe Ridge 2014 Limited Edition Canyon 
Vineyard Ranch Cinsault (Yakima Valley). 

This wine is a little green out of the gate, with notes 
of garden herbs and green flowers along with macer-
ated cranberries and ripe blue fruit. The palate has 
a pleasing texture and sense of purity but ultimately 
the aromas are too distracting. —S.S. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $36 

87 Cavatappi 2016 Sangiovese (Columbia Val-
ley). The aromas on this wine seem a bit 
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candied, with notes of red currant, raspberry and 
cranberry. Flavors are fresh, with plenty of tart, 
puckering cranberry notes throughout. There’s not 
a lot of complexity, but it should fit in well at the 
dinner table, with the oak dialed way back and the 
acid up. —S.S. 
abv: 13.52% Price: $13 

87 Browne Family Vineyards 2014 Cabernet 
Franc (Columbia Valley). Aromas of cocoa, 

vanilla, coconut and herb are at the fore, with a 
green note lurking in the background. The barrel 
flavors are out front on the palate as well, with the 
tannins seeming a bit gritty and dry. It’s a bit hard 
to discern the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $36 

87 Desert Wind 2015 Estate Grown Malbec 
(Wahluke Slope). Green aromas are at the 

fore, with notes of underripe herb, mint, plum and 
spice. In contrast, the palate is full of spritely cherry 
and plum flavors. The aromas and flavors seem dis-
connected but it still brings intrigue. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

87 Dumas Station 2014 Cabernet Franc (Walla 
Walla Valley). The cocoa, vanilla and black 

fruit are followed by a chocolaty, wood-forward 
palate that shows a bit of volatility. There are some 
good things going on but the oak (30% new French 
and American) seems to get in the way, making the 
varietal a bit hard to find. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $36 

CANADA
RIESLING

93 Cave Spring 2015 Estate Riesling (Beamsville 
Bench). For full review see page 7. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

92 Cave Spring 2015 CSV Estate Bottled Riesling 
(Beamsville Bench). The low-yielding vines 

average 35 years of age, and their flavors are subtle 
yet distinctive. This wine unfolds slowly and almost 
imperceptibly, with subtle minerality around fla-
vors of citrus pith and rind. It’s tart and racy, with a 
lick of Key lime through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

92 Cave Spring 2015 Riesling (Niagara Pen-
insula). Cave Spring rocks Riesling, and 

this off-dry (16g/L) version is sexy and mineral-
drenched. It’s a perfect mix of sweet and tangy, the 
citrus and tree fruits dense with complex phenolic 
highlights that add to a wine that’s textural, full 
bodied and long. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

87 North 42 Degrees 2016 Riesling (Lake Erie 
North Shore). This is a bright lemon-yellow 

color, with plenty of citrus-rind flavors. The domi-

nant fruit is grapefruit, and the wine is finished 
bone dry.  —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

87 North 42 Degrees 2016 Sweet Riesling (Lake 
Erie North Shore). This off-dry wine is solid, 

with a mix of lemons and oranges in a broad, fruity 
midpalate. A thick streak of sweet tea comes up also, 
and the wine, though blocky and one-dimensional, 
is quite nice chilled down as an apéritif. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $16 

84 North 42 Degrees 2016 Reserve Riesling 
(Lake Erie North Shore). This wine feels 

flat, with no life to the palate. It’s been fermented 
to complete dryness, leaving only tired skin flavors 
of dried lemon and mixed citrus. Two bottles were 
tasted, with identical results. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

CHARDONNAY

90 Township 7 2015 Sundial Vineyard Reserve 
Chardonnay (Okanagan Valley). Aromas of 

buttered nuts sail forth, and turn into strong flavors 
set against stone fruits and skins. Details from bar-
rel aging add nuances of spice and coconut to this 
tasty wine. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Bachelder 2014 Chardonnay (Niagara Penin-
sula). Done in a light style, this is a gentle, 

yet persistent and well-balanced wine. A wisp of 
melon leads into more robust flavors of apple and 
peach, with a tart, pleasing, toasty finish. Specialty 
Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 Tinhorn Creek 2015 Chardonnay (Okana-
gan Valley). This young, pungent, toasty 

wine mixes stainless and oak-fermented lots (some 
with native yeast), and both malolactic and non-
malolactic portions. It’s flavorful and complex, with 
flavors of honey graham cracker around citrus and 
apple fruits. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 North 42 Degrees 2016 Gewurztraminer 
(Lake Erie North Shore). Despite its youth, 

this is already a deep gold color. It’s intensely aro-
matic, with floral scents leading into a dry palate 
with lychee and talc powder in equal proportion. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Tinhorn Creek 2015 Oldfield Series 2Bench 
White (Okanagan Valley). This snappy blend 

of Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier, Sémil-
lon and Muscat brings a pungent, somewhat grassy 
profile front and center. Stone fruits with a touch 

of lime fill in the core, with some bite to the finish.  
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 North 42 Degrees 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Lake Erie North Shore). Light in both alco-

hol and concentration, this seems to have a hint of 
residual sugar, perhaps intent on masking the acid-
ity. It offers little indication of ripe fruit or varietal 
character. It’s a dilute, plain, generic white wine.  
—P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $18 

SPARKLING WINE

85 North 42 Degrees 2016 Sparkling Sauvignon 
Blanc (Lake Erie North Shore). The Charmat 

process, rather than the Champagne method, is 
used here. It’s a clean, light, generic sparkling wine, 
done as a brut. Use it as an all-purpose mixer for 
best effect.  —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

ROSÉ

83 North 42 Degrees 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Rosé (Lake Erie North Shore). Tawny cop-

per in color, this starts out with a bit of spice that 
quickly disappears. It’s thin without any fruit flavor 
at all, and finishes with a hint of plastic. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

SWEET WINES

92 Pillitteri 2013 Red Leaf Vidal (Niagara-On-
The-Lake). Lush and lovely, this sweet treat 

is an outstanding example of the variety made as an 
icewine. Loaded with apricot, tangerine, peach and 
honey, it compensates for its sweetness with bal-
ancing acidity. One 375 ml bottle will easily serve 
four for dessert. European Wine Exports. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $31/375 ml 

86 North 42 Degrees 2016 Late Harvest Gewurz-
traminer (Lake Erie North Shore). Produced 

from late-picked grapes, this 100% varietal concen-
trates perfumed scents and flavors into a wine that 
is almost syrupy. The score reflects a slightly bitter 
flavor that comes up in the finish and lingers stub-
bornly through the next sip. —P.G. 
abv: 9% Price: $28/375 ml 

PINOT NOIR

90 Bachelder 2014 Lowrey Vineyard Old Vines 
Pinot Noir (St. David’s Bench). Elegant and 

polished, this brings raspberry pastry flavors, a 
touch of crème brûlée and scents of light toast to a 
wine with impressive length. It was fermented with 
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wild yeasts and aged 18 months in 25% new French 
oak. Specialty Cellars. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

89 Bachelder 2014 Wismer-Parke Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Twenty Mile Bench). Scents of 

clover, stem, green herb and red currant lead into 
a complex wine that adds sassafras highlights as 
it glides into a gentle finish. Fermented with wild 
yeasts and aged 18 months in one-quarter new 
French oak, it’s a very well-made, though subtle 
expression of this unusual terroir. Specialty Cellars. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

87 Cave Spring 2015 Pinot Noir (Niagara Escarp-
ment). This includes 13% Gamay in the 

blend and spent 13 months in 15% new French oak. 
It’s a modest wine, with cranberry and tart rasp-
berry fruit. It has good focus, a dash of pepper and 
more substance to the finish than you might expect. 
Two-hundred cases were exported to the U.S. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

CABERNET FRANC

91 Tinhorn Creek 2013 Oldfield Series Cabernet 
Franc (Okanagan Valley). Pure varietal, this 

spent 18 months in French oak. Dried cherries, 
plums and tobacco combine, at first quite tight and 
compact, but eventually opening into a full-bodied 
and flavorful red. A touch of maple syrup from the 
barrel aging sweetens the tannins and enlivens the 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Tinhorn Creek 2014 Cabernet Franc (Okana-
gan Valley). There’s a touch of green here, 

noticeable principally as a streak of green olive. It’s 
a feature, not a problem, and smoothes out into a 
subtle mix of dates, figs and a touch of prune. Notes 
of smoke and earth come along with well-balanced 
tannins through a lingering finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Cave Spring 2014 Cabernet Franc (Niagara 
Escarpment). Cab Franc makes a strong 

case for being top gun among this region’s reds. This 
estate-grown example has been vinified for aro-
matics, elegance, balance and detail, and succeeds 
beautifully. Juicy boysenberry and blueberry fruit 
is buoyed with ample acidity. The flavors penetrate 
through a clean, crisp, lingering finish. Just 60 cases 
were exported to the U.S. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Township 7 2014 Rock Pocket Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Okanagan Valley). This is quite 

light, with berry fruit running into tongue-scraping 
tannins. Flavors of earth and stem add still more 
grip and herbaceous character, outstripping the 
mild fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

86 Pillitteri 2012 Exclamation Reserve Cabernet 
Franc (Niagara-On-The-Lake). This special-

edition wine carries a striking logo relating to a 
particular chair that has something to do with the 
owners. Apart from that, it’s pretty standard stuff—
black cherry, plum and cocoa flavors with a definite 
green edge. It finishes tannic and chewy with a bit of 
alcoholic heat. European Wine Exports. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

MERLOT

93 Tinhorn Creek 2013 Oldfield Series Merlot 
(Okanagan Valley). Precise and polished, 

this wine offers up a mix of fig, plum, black cherry, 
chocolate and caramel. A streak of graphite under-
scores the polished tannins. Good already, this can 
be cellared and enjoyed through 2028 and perhaps 
beyond. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

92 Tinhorn Creek 2014 Merlot (Okanagan Val-
ley). This impressive, pure Merlot offers 

plenty of grip and concentration. Black-cherry fruit 
and dark chocolate, espresso and fine-grained tan-
nins are all in play. The structure, length and polish 
make this a standout, especially at this price. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

88 Township 7 2014 Blue Terrace Vineyard 
Reserve Merlot (Okanagan Valley). This sin-

gle-vineyard, pure varietal wine shows the strengths 
of the region. It offers lovely floral aromatics along 
with cured, smoked meat. Those flavors thread 
through a midpalate with purple and black fruits, 
more smoke, olives and chewy tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

89 Township 7 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Okanagan Valley). Although the alco-

hol is near 15%, the dark black cherry and cassis 
fruit keeps pace. Savory elements infuse aromas 
and flavors, with smoke, espresso, and char evident 
in the thick, drying tannins. This wine is a bruiser, 
so have a steak on the grill for best enjoyment. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

RED BLENDS

91 Culmina 2013 Thesis (Okanagan Valley). 
This Bordeaux-style blend may strike those 

unfamiliar with Okanagan reds as tilting toward an 
astringent, tannic style, which many of these wines 
do. That said, it’s complex and compelling, with 
an array of dried herbs, dried tobacco, dried fruits 
(cranberries and cherries) and dark chocolate. The 
granular tannins are ripe and supportive, with a fin-
ishing lick of espresso. It’s best to decant this for 

a couple of hours before drinking. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Tinhorn Creek 2013 Oldfield Series 2Bench 
Red (Okanagan Valley). This Bordeaux-

style blend is 47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% Cab-
ernet Franc, 20% Merlot, 6% Malbec (new this 
vintage) and 3% Petit Verdot. Carrying a whiff of 
musty leather, it nonetheless impresses with mixed 
black berries, a hint of cigar and polished, firm, sub-
stantial tannins. It’s a fine steak wine to enjoy now 
through 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Township 7 2014 Reserve 7 (Okanagan Val-
ley). This Bordeaux-style blend comprises 

68% Merlot, 16% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Cab-
ernet Franc and a splash each of Malbec and Petit 
Verdot. The massive tannins dominate, to the det-
riment of balance and fruit. Perhaps those tannins 
will mellow with ample age, but that’s a ways off. 
Right now it offers hints of plum and cherry, a dash 
of mocha, and a lot of stem and earthy tannins.  
—P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $33 
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S
ingle malt Scotches—whiskies made from 
a single distillery—continue to be among 
of the most sought-after spirits around. In 
addition to some favorite everyday drams, 

this month also brought a number of rare and 
limited-edition bottles that collectors will want 
to add to their shelves. 

To name a few pours that might grab your 
attention: The Glenfiddich Gran 
Reserva 21 Years Old, finished in 
rum casks, offers enticing cocoa 
and orange peel sweetness, sip-
ping almost like a cocktail; Glen-
morangie’s Extremely Rare 18 
Years Old is complex and fruity, 
finishing on delicate tinges of 
violet, cinnamon and brown 
sugar; and for peat-lovers, The 
Classic Cask Bunnahabhain 18—a single cask 
bottling produced at Islay’s Bunnahabhain Dis-
tillery—comes well-recommended, with its 
powerful rush of smoke and oceanic brininess 
mingled with vanilla and tingly spearmint.

I also had the good fortune to sample a few 
extra drams for this month’s feature about 
whiskies made on Scotland’s isles (page 102). 

While I’ve visited distilleries on a number of 
these rugged, breathtakingly beautiful islands, 
I haven’t yet collected the full set—a condition 
I hope to remedy in the near future. 

For completists who want to try every 
whisky in a particular producer’s portfolio, 
a growing number of whiskey-focused bars 
around the country offer library-like collec-

tions, such as Copper & Oak 
in New York City, Haymar-
ket Whiskey Bar in Louisville, 
Canon in Seattle and Jack Rose 
in Washington D.C. Visiting 
one of these encyclopedic whis-
key bars offers a way to sample 
a wide range of Scotches with-
out investing in a full bottle—
a great way to see how various 

styles stack up. 
Some spirits categories are valued for their 

consistency. By comparison, many single malts 
are available in finite quantities—and that’s 
part of their charm. This holiday season, open 
a special bottle and toast with those you care 
about most.

Cheers!  —Kara Newman

A collector’s delight: Single Malt Scotch

Many single malts 
are available in 

finite quantities—
and that’s part of 

their charm.
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 97 Glenfiddich Gran Reserva 21 Years Old Scotch 
(Scotland; William Grant, New York, NY). 

Finished in rum casks, the honey and orange zest 
aromas suggest a cocktail, not a straight pour of 
Scotch. These flavors are echoed on the silky palate, 
opening with cocoa and leather and evolving into a 
luscious, fudge-like finish, with hints of orange peel 
and cinnamon. Enjoy with a big rock of ice and a 
piece of orange peel, it needs no other adornment.
abv: 40% Price: $180

96 BenRiach 10 Year Scotch (Scotland; Brown-
Forman, Louisville, KY). This rich and 

nuanced single malt entices with butterscotch and 
fresh apricot aromas. The palate delivers plush lay-
ers of vanilla, butterscotch and mocha wrapped in 
campfire smoke, finishing with baking spice.
abv: 43% Price: $62

96 Glenmorangie Nectar D’Or Scotch (Scot-
land; Möet Hennessy USA, New York, NY). 

“Or” means gold in Gaelic; this 12-year-old single 
malt was finished in casks that previously held 
Sauternes, the golden sweet wine of Bordeaux. 
Smooth and elegant, look for a honey hue and notes 
of vanilla and lemon cream on the palate, finishing 
with baking spice and a puff of smoke. Adding water 
unleashes more creamy vanilla and citrus. 
Abv: 46% Price: $75

95 The Balvenie Doublewood Aged 17 Years 
Scotch (Scotland; William Grant, New York, 

NY). This sherry cask-finished Scotch offers creamy 
vanilla and crème brûlée, plus a mouthwatering cit-
rus astringency on the midpalate and baking spice 
finish. Adding water pulls it all together, blending 
together lemon cream, almond and a gently spiced 
exhale. 
abv: 43% Price: $150

95 Glen Grant 12 Scotch (Scotland; Campari 
America, San Francisco, CA). This burnished 

gold whiskey shows apple and pear drizzled with 
butterscotch on the nose and palate, plus campfire 
smoke and gingerbread spice on the exceedingly 
long exit. A splash of water tames the heat and 
transforms the oak into vanilla and buttery brioche. 
Best Buy.
abv: 43% Price: $47

94 Bowmore 18 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Beam Suntory, Chicago, IL). Complex and 

contemplative. The enticing scent mixes iodine, sea 
breeze and salted caramel, while the light, soft pal-
ate shows smoke, cocoa and dried fig notes, drying 
to clove and black pepper sparks. Water softens the 
overall impression to mocha and spice, with a mild 
blanket of campfire smoke on the exit.
abv: 43% Price: $130

94 The Balvenie Portwood Aged 21 Years Scotch 
(Scotland; William Grant, New York, NY). A 

port cask finish gives this Scotch a copper penny 
hue. The aroma suggests baked apple, while the 
palate has a chewy, concentrated vanilla-oak pro-
file, leading to walnut, leather and espresso. The 
rounded finish sings with sherry and spice. Adding 
water coaxes out baked apple sweetness and dials 
back the oak. 
abv: 43% Price: $220

94 The Classic Cask Ben Nevis 17 Scotch (Scot-
land; Spirit Imports, Sunrise, FL). The bright 

aroma suggests vanilla, white flowers and fresh-cut 
pear. Starting out juicy, the smoky midpalate is a 
bit of a surprise, winding into a long vanilla finish 
accented by clove. Adding water integrates the spice 
notes and pushes back the smoke to more subtle 
levels, allowing the fresh pear note to shine through. 
Single cask; 312 bottles.
abv: 46% Price: $144

94 Glendronach 12 Year Scotch (Scotland; 
Brown-Forman, Louisville, KY). Aged in for-

mer American whiskey casks, then finished in bar-
rels that previously held PX and oloroso sherries, 
this single malt balances sweetness, spice and oak. 
Caramel and vanilla aromas are echoed on the vel-
vety palate, plus cocoa and espresso, finishing with 
clove, cinnamon and a hint of lemon peel.
abv: 43% Price: $67

94 Glenmorangie Extremely Rare 18 Years Old 
Scotch (Scotland; Möet Hennessy USA, New 

York, NY). Despite the rich, buttery scent this single 
malt sips relatively dry. Rounded pear and sherry 
notes lead the palate at first, drying to leather and 
cigar wrapper and finishing long, with lemon zest 
and ginger zing. Water brings out more fruit, a tinge 
of violet, sprinkles of brown sugar and cinnamon 
sweetness, and a smoky whiff on the finish. Amaz-
ing complexity.
abv: 43% Price: $120

SPIRITS
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94 Laphroaig Lore Scotch (Scotland; Beam Sun-
tory, Chicago, IL). This Islay single malt is all 

about the peat. Golden in the glass, the distinctly 
smoky scent hints at vanilla and honey under-
neath. Expect a big billow of smoke from the first 
sip, underpinned by subtle hints of honey, vanilla 
and sherry sweetness. The concentrated peat smoke 
leads right into the drying finish, plus hints of black 
pepper, iodine and spearmint astringency.
abv: 48% Price: $125

93 Benriach 20 Year Scotch (Scotland; Brown-
Forman, Lousville, KY). This comforting 

dram has an almost chocolaty scent, mixed with 
vanilla and a fresh white floral note. The palate 
shows oaky sweetness, vanilla and fudge, finishing 
with orange and black pepper spice. Adding water 
nudges forward floral and fresh apple notes and 
pulls back on the chocolatiness.
abv: 46% Price: $208

93 Benromach 15 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Vision Wine & Spirits, Taunton, MA). For full 

review see page 18.
abv: 43% Price: $99

93 Glencadam Aged 10 Years Scotch (Scotland; 
CIL US Wines & Spirits, Fort Lauderdale, FL). 

Golden in the glass, this Highlands single malt 
opens with a bright fresh-apple scent. The brisk 
palate shows plenty of fruit and spice, wrapped up 
with cayenne fireworks. Dilution mellows the heat, 
bringing fruit, vanilla and spice into harmonious 
balance.
abv: 46% Price: $55

93 Glenmorangie The Quinta Ruban Scotch 
(Scotland; Möet Hennessy USA, New York, 

NY). The port cask finish on this 12-year-old Scotch 
brings a tawny rose-gold tinge and a juicy hint of 
red fruit to the rich caramel and baked apple aroma. 
The palate is shows cayenne spice on the first sip, 
sliding into a caramel finish. Adding water snaps 
this Scotch into focus, integrating vanilla and spice, 
with an espresso midpalate and a long, mouthwa-
tering dulce de leche fade.
abv: 46% Price: $55

93 Shieldaig 14 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Saranty Imports, Stamford, CT). A pleasing 

mix of smoke and oak marks this Islay single malt. 
The briny, subtly smoky aroma suggests seaweed. 
The palate is relatively dry, mixing a vanilla core 
with a dusty hint of cocoa and smoky overlay. Add-
ing water softens the texture and brings out more 
vanilla and spice, plus bracing citrus and pine on 
the finish. Sips well.
abv: 40% Price: $60

93 The Macallan Sherry Oak 12 Scotch (Scot-
land; Edrington, New York, NY). Look for a 

rich butterscotch scent and a hint of fresh apricot. 
On the palate, this sherry-matured single malt lay-
ers on concentrated caramel, butterscotch and cus-

tard, finishing long and spiced on a hint of orange 
peel. 
abv: 43% Price: $65

92 Auchentoshan 12 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Beam Suntory, Chicago, IL). A bourbon-lov-

er’s Scotch, look for plenty of vanilla and oak from 
first sip straight through the finish, plus echoes of 
cinnamon and dried apricot. Adding dilution brings 
out mellow mocha and hazelnut, overall suggesting 
chocolate chip cookie dough. Aged in oloroso sherry 
and bourbon casks. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $48

92 Benriach Curiositas 10 Year Peated Malt 
Scotch (Scotland; Brown-Forman, Louisville, 

KY). Golden in the glass, this bracing Speyside 
single malt opens with peat smoke and vanilla on 
the nose and palate. The smoke doesn’t overwhelm; 
peat and iodine mingle with hints of dark chocolate, 
clove, black pepper and spearmint, plus a mouth-
watering saline hint and slightly astringent finish.
abv: 46% Price: $67

92 Glenfiddich Small Batch Reserve Aged 18 
Years Scotch (Scotland; William Grant, New 

York, NY). Aged for 18 years in former oloroso sherry 
and bourbon casks, the mild aroma has a distinct, 
sherry-like dried apricot note. The palate is rela-
tively dry, with hints of cocoa, leather, stone fruit 
and clove. Adding water coaxes out more vanilla 
sweetness and hints of citrus, exiting dry and 
spiced.
abv: 43% Price: $100

92 Glen Grant 18 Year Old Rare Edition Scotch 
(Scotland; Campari America, San Francisco, 

CA). The aroma entices with vanilla, fresh fruit and 
waxy honey. Meanwhile, palate surprises with spice 
and light smoke, as mouthwatering waves of cay-
enne, jalapeño, mesquite and black pepper give way 
to soothing vanilla and honey. Dilution makes this 
dram more easy sipping and plays up the vanilla, 
but doesn’t change the peppery profile overall. 
abv: 43% Price: $120

92 Jura 10 Scotch (Scotland; Whyte & Mckay 
USA Imports, Hayward, CA). The distillery’s 

newest bottling is rich and slightly smoky. Time in 
former bourbon and oloroso sherry barrels means 
that lip-smacking hazelnut, brown sugar and cocoa 
take center stage, finishing with dry hints of leather, 
chamomile and clove. 
abv: 40% Price: $55

92 Laphroaig Aged 10 Years Scotch (Scotland; 
Beam Suntory, Chicago, IL). Look for a dis-

tinctly peaty aroma, with hints of smoked fish, 
bacon and mesquite. The palate shows peat smoke 
from the first sip plus an undercurrent of honey, fin-
ishing with black pepper heat. Water brings out a 
spearmint note and a touch more vanilla. 
abv: 43% Price: $50

92 The Macallan Double Cask 12 Scotch (Scot-
land; Edrington, New York, NY). Sip or mix 

this single malt, aged in American and European 
ex-sherry barrels. Mellow honey and smooth, nutty 
flavors taper off into a long fade that shows vanilla, 
citrus, sweet spices and a hint of cocoa.  
abv: 43% Price: $65

91 Benromach 10 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Vision Wine & Spirits, Taunton, MA). For full 

review see page 18.
abv: 43% Price: $50

91 The Classic Cask Benrinnes 19 Scotch (Scot-
land; Spirit Imports, Sunrise, FL). This 

19-year-old single malt, produced at Benrinnes 
Distillery, is bright gold in the glass and offers aro-
mas of fresh apple and vanilla. The palate is big and 
bracing, with lots of buttery vanilla and oak, fin-
ishing fiery and drying with cinnamon and clove. 
Dilution coaxes out a bit of vanilla sweetness and a 
chewy hints of cocoa and cigar wrapper. Single cask; 
282 bottles. 
abv: 46% Price: $155 

91 The Classic Cask Bunnahabhain 18 Scotch 
(Scotland; Spirit Imports, Sunrise, FL). This is 

an 18-year-old single malt produced at Bunnahab-
hain Distillery. Look for a golden hue and aromas 
of peat and brine underpinned by vanilla. Powerful 
from the first sip, waves of peat, iodine and oceanic 
brininess pull back just before the point of becom-
ing overwhelming, and finishes with a welcome 
brush of vanilla. Dilution tames the smoke a bit 
and pulls out hints of menthol, spearmint and black 
pepper. Single cask; 162 bottles.  
abv: 46% Price: $210 

91 Glenfiddich Experimental Series #01 Single 
Malt Scotch Whisky Finished in India Pale Ale 

Casks (Scotland; William Grant, New York, NY). Sip-
pable and smooth, this IPA-finished Scotch is bright 
and bursting with fruit. The first sips bring apples 
and hints of tropical fruit, which lead into a zingy 
grapefruit peel finish laced with warming vanilla 
and nutmeg.  
abv: 43% Price: $70

91 Highland Park Valkyrie Scotch (Scotland; 
Edrington, New York, NY). Earthy and herba-

ceous, look for hints of honeysuckle, chamomile and 
ginger, finishing relatively dry. Adding water coaxes 
out a bit more honey-like sweetness.
abv: 45.9% Price: $80

90 Ardbeg 10 Year Old Scotch (Scotland; Möet 
Hennessy USA, New York, NY). This Islay 

single malt has a straw hue and saline, seaweed 
and peat aromas underpinned by light vanilla and 
coconut. The palate is distinctly smoky, and has a 
mouthwatering saline quality, with a pepper and 
jalapeño finish. Faint vanilla and pineapple notes 
play underneath. Keep a light hand on the water, 
this washes out easily. 
abv: 46% Price: $56
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90 Ardbeg Kelpie Scotch (Scotland; Möet Hen-
nessy USA, New York, NY). This golden dram 

has a distinctly savory scent: Sea breeze, seaweed 
and bell bepper. The palate shows fleeting tropical 
fruit sweetness, then a gentle waft of peat smoke, 
with subtle vanilla and oak notes in the drying fin-
ish. Subsequent sips layer the smoke more thickly 
on top of the fruit and vanilla undertone, plus a 
black pepper prickle on the finish. Stands up well 
to a lot of dilution.
abv: 46% Price: $110

90 Benromach Organic Scotch (Scotland; Vision 
Wine & Spirits, Taunton, MA). This five-

year-old Speyside single malt is certified organic 
by the Soil Association Certification—a distinction 
not often seen on Scotch labels. The spirit inside 
has an enticing apple and pear aroma. The palate 
is relatively hot, leading with oak and spice into a 
long vanilla finish. Adding water softens the profile 
to vanilla cream, plus hint of lemon and ginger on 
long, drying finish.  
abv: 43% Price: $65

90 Glen Kirk Aged 12 Years Scotch (Scotland; 
Saranty Imports, White Plains, NY). Fresh 

apple and pear aromas lead the nose on this Spey-
side single mat. The palate shows oak and rounds 
into mouthwatering hints of espresso, cocoa, cigar 
wrapper and clove. Water mellows the alcohol a bit, 
but the cocoa-coffee-spice trinity remains firmly in 
place. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $30

90 Glenmorangie Grand Vintage Malt 1990 
Scotch (Scotland; Möet Hennessey, New 

York, NY). Made in 1990 from a particularly chal-
lenging-to-distill barley crop, this honey-hued 
spirit takes a while to open up; aromas morph 
from grainy to hinting at tropical fruit freshness. 
The palate leads on citrus astringency, fading to 
honey, vanilla and an oaky core, finishing with bak-
ing spice. Water softens the oak to a vanilla custard 
note. This bottling is the first release from the Bond 
House No. 1 Collection of vintage expressions cre-
ated for collectors.
abv: 43% Price: $630

90 Glen Scotia Aged 15 Years Scotch (Scotland; 
A. Hardy, Des Plaines, IL). This Campbel-

town single malt has a topaz hue and crème brûlée 
scent. The palate is mildly smoky and drying, show-
ing espresso, vanilla, leather and cigar wrapper, plus 
a baking spice finish. Water pulls out a fudgy under-
tone, overall it’s still relatively oaky and dry.
abv: 46% Price: $80

90 Lagavulin 8 Year Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Diageo, Norwalk, CT). Look for a straw hue 

and unmistakably peaty, smoky scent. On the pal-
ate, fruity sweetness leads at first, quickly mor-
phing into a billow of pungent peat smoke. Quite 
drying, and finishes fiery. Water tamps down the 
alcohol heat and brings more orchard fruit forward. 
Released in 2016 to honor Alfred Barnard, consid-

ered to be the first whiskey writer, as part of the 
200th anniversary of Lagavulin. 
abv: 48% Price: $65

89 Aberfeldy 16 Years Old Scotch (Scotland; 
Bacardi, Coral Gables, FL). This limited-edi-

tion single malt scotch is scented with white flow-
ers, fresh pear and honey. The palate is relatively 
drying and herbaceous, starting with cedar, oak and 
cigar wrapper, winding into earthy hints of sarsapa-
rilla, chamomile tea and lemon peel. 
abv: 40% Price: $90

89 Balnellan Peated Aged 8 Years Scotch (Scot-
land; Saranty Imports, White Plains, NY). 

Look for a pleasantly peaty aroma; smoke inter-
twined with mellow vanilla. The palate shows cocoa 
and a salted caramel core, but it’s mostly about the 
smoke. The palate closes with a clove and cayenne 
sizzle. Water coaxes some caramel sweetness for-
ward. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $28

89  Glencadam Origin 1825 Scotch (Scotland;  
CIL US Wines & Spirits, Fort Lauderdale, FL). 

This easy-sipping Highlands single malt was fin-
ished in oloroso sherry casks, and has no age state-
ment. A surprising cherry scent mixes with fresh-
cut apple and a hint of sherry. Meanwhile, the silky 
palate shows mellow vanilla and cinnamon, fresh-
ened with a hint of apple. Sip or mix. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $45

89 Glencadam The Re-Awakening 13 Years Old 
Scotch (Scotland; CIL US Wines & Spirits, 

Fort Lauderdale, FL). This Highlands single malt has 
a golden hue and mild, fresh pear and vanilla scent. 
The palate leads with oak and a faint resiny note, 
finishing with vanilla custard and cinnamon heat. 
Dilution brings more vanilla and less fire. Limited 
edition; 3,000 bottles in the U.S.
abv: 46% Price: $65

89 Grangestone Double Cask Matured Sherry 
Cask Finish Scotch (Scotland; Saranty 

Imports, White Plains, NY). The mild aroma sug-
gests sherry, golden raisins and vanilla, which are 
echoed on the palate alongside a ribbon of smoke 
that winds into the clove and cinnamon-spiced fin-
ish. Water gives the vanilla more power and brings 
out a nice butterscotch richness. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $29

89 Loch Lomond Aged 18 Years Scotch (Scot-
land; A. Hardy, Des Plaines, IL). The earthy 

scent of this whisky suggests oak and hints of 
vanilla and caramel. On the palate, look for dry-
ing, oaky flavors: Tea, cigar wrapper, espresso, plus 
clove and black pepper on the biting finish. Dilution 
coaxes out a mellow honeyed note and faint puff of 
smoke, but overall it’s dry as a bone. 
abv: 46% Price: $99

89 The Glenrothes Peated Cask Reserve Scotch 
(Scotland; Anchor Distilling, San Francisco, 

CA). Muted aromas offer pear and an earthy hint. 
Meanwhile, the palate leads with vanilla sweet-
ness touched by peat smoke. The smokiness amps 
up with repeated sips, bringing dark chocolate and 
black pepper, plus clove heat on finish. Water soft-
ens it all, integrates the smoke and chocolatiness, 
dials back the heat. 
abv: 40% Price: $70

88 Grangestone Double Cask Matured Rum Cask 
Finish Scotch (Scotland; Saranty Imports, 

White Plains, NY). This rum-cask-finished single 
malt is amber in the glass and has vanilla, oak and 
baked apple aromas, which are echoed on the palate 
alongside a cedar note and a clove and cinnamon-
spiced finish. Water brings more vanilla forward, 
along with a hint of sarsaparilla. 
abv: 40% Price: $29

88 Highland Queen Majesty Aged 15 Years 
Scotch (Scotland; Saranty Imports, White 

Plains, NY). Look for a mild, earthy aroma that hints 
at cedar and vanilla. The palate is relatively oaky, 
with an assertive alcohol tingle up front. Cedar, 
vanilla, and a hint of butterscotch richness wind 
into a big, drying finish. Adding water tames the 
alcohol heat to a simmer and coaxes almond and 
stone fruit notes forward. Highland single malt.
abv: 46% Price: $57

86 Balnellan Aged 8 Years Scotch (Scotland; 
Saranty Imports, White Plains, NY). The 

relatively sweet aroma suggests honey, coconut, 
marzipan and a peachy hint. But palate is oaky and 
drying, leaning toward cedar and chamomile, plus 
just a hint of honey into the finish. Water brings out 
whispers of almond and stone fruit. Speyside.
abv: 40% Price: $26
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94 Chimay Grand Réserve Ale Barrel Aged Dark 
Ale (Belgian Strong Dark Ale; Bières de Chi-

may, Belgium). A new release from the classic Trap-
pist brewery, this is the classic Grand Réserve, or 
Blue, Chimay, with 22% aged in former rum bar-
rels. It’s loaded with dense, woody aromas and fla-
vors, expressed in waves of fruit cake, vanilla bean 
and toasted oak that lay atop the rich core of fresh 
caramel, brown sugar, toasted bread, rum baba and 
booze-soaked raisins and berries. It’s round and 
creamy, with a mouthfilling palate and a pleas-
ant warmth that unfolds on the long, spicy finish. 
Manneken- Brussel Imports.
abv: 10.5% Price: $40/750 ml

92 Chimay Première (Dubbel; Bières de Chimay, 
Belgium). Chimay Première, also known as 

Chimay Red, is the oldest product in the Trappist 
brewery’s lineup. It’s a clear-brown color, with solid 
lacing that lingers with each sip. There’s a medicinal 
seam that weaves throughout the core of caramel 
malt, red plum, cherry and brown sugar. Those core 

characteristics carry though to the palate, where 
medium carbonation lifts the sip, lending refresh-
ment through the dry, spicy finish. Manneken- 
Brussel Imports.
abv: 7% Price: $9/750 ml

92 The Bruery The Order (Belgian Strong Dark 
Ale; The Bruery, CA). This new release from 

California powerhouse The Bruery is a Belgian-style 
abbey ale brewed with dates, candi sugar and corian-
der. All those notes are fairly consistent descriptors 
found in the style, so the additions seem to mesh 
with the beer seamlessly. The date and burnt candi-
sugar notes are upfront on the nose and mouth, with 
supporting tones of caramel malt, brown bread, 
black plum, raisin and subtle woodspice. Overall, 
it’s quite sweet and subtly smooth, with a pleasant 
warmth that unfolds on the finish, though it’s not 
sharp and doesn’t overstay its welcome.
abv: 9.5% Price: $11/750 ml

91 Bruery Terreux 2016 Quadrupel Tonnellerie 
(Quadrupel; Bruery Terreux, CA). Traditional-

ists might take issue with this out-of-the-box brew, 
but sometimes, it’s good to step outside your com-
fort zone. A barrel-fermented Belgian-style quadru-
pel ale that’s brewed with blackberries. The fruit 
addition lends a brighter streak to what is typically 
an opulent, rich and mouthfilling style, lending 
a fruity verve, while the wild organisms from the 
barrel-aging give a tart, acidic cut throughout.  It 
still boasts the typical quad notes of roasted malt, 
dried fig, black plum, tree bark and woodspice, just 
in a more lifted, tightly wound package. 
abv: 10.2% Price: $21/750 ml

91 Hardywood Barrel Series Bourbon Barrel Cru 
(Quadrupel; Hardywood Park Craft Brewery, 

VA). This Abbey-style quadrupel ale, aged in Bour-
bon barrels, is not for the faint of heart. A brilliant 
mahogany color in the glass, the initial boozy, Bour-
bony aroma is not easily overlooked, but with time 
subsides to reveal additional notes of dark cherry, 
plum, toffee, brown bread and caramel sauce that all 
continue through to the decadent, full-bodied pal-
ate. It’s smooth and warming, with a spicy punch 
to the finish, but it’s in line with the beer’s over-
all intensity and intent. This is a perfect shareable 
selection for a post holiday-dinner hang.
abv: 12% Price: $18/750 ml

91 The Bruery Midnight Autumn Maple 2017 Edi-
tion (Belgian Strong Dark Ale; The Bruery, CA). 

This so-called imperial dark ale is brewed with 
yams, maple syrup, vanilla and spices, and it cer-
tainly—and powerfully—expresses all those addi-
tions throughout the nose and mouth, all wrapped 
in a decadent, warm and satisfying package. It’s not 
shy, drinking like a liquid sweet-potato pie with 
additional notes of toasted brown bread, caramel 
malt, plum and cocoa powder. It might sound like a 
lot to handle, but all of the characteristics are har-
monious and wholly integrated into the rich, robust 
mouthfeel. The evolving finish is a roller-coaster 
ride of flavor, from sweet dark fruits to rich syrups 
and finally arriving at a final toasty, dry spice.
abv: 9% Price: $11/750 ml

90 Chimay Dorée Ale Brewed With Spices (Bel-
gian Pale Ale; Bières de Chimay, Belgium). A 

beautiful golden color in the glass, this opens with 
enticing aromas of baking spice, vanilla and candi 
sugar that follow through to the sweet, decadent 
mouthfeel. Ample carbonation assists in lifting the 
richness of the flavor profile, which includes notes 
of banana, lemon curd and fresh wheat. Lingering 
hits of star anise and herbal tree bark mark the 
clean finish. Manneken-Brussel Imports.
abv: 4.8% Price: $10/750

 

G
enerally, when wine lovers are beginning 
their foray into the world of great beer, 
they start with the brews of a country 
known for its rich beer heritage and repu-

tation for outstanding quality, such as Belgium. 
The most popular introduction into Belgian- 
style beers is witbiers, also 
known as white or wheat beers. 
Given their lighter appearance, 
lively effervescence, moder-
ate alcohol and mellow though 
complex aroma and flavor pro-
files, they are a great introduc-
tion to the masterfully crafted 
brews to be enjoyed from around 
the world.

From there people usually 
move on to other styles, from 
pale ales to saisons, bière bruts 
to tripels. But once you’ve experienced the 
bounty that each style has to offer, including 
expressions from other countries and domes-
tic craft brewers, it’s time to consider moving 
over to the dark side: Belgian strong dark ales.

Big and bold, these are some of the brute 

bullies of the beer world. Traditionally bottle-
conditioned, they are complex, rich and malty 
with significant esters, spicy phenols and low to 
moderate bitterness. Their typical sweet-spice 
profiles are also a natural fit for complement-
ing holiday fare. Alcohol typically ranges from 

8–11% abv, though they can go 
as high as 15%, making easy-
drinking examples a bit danger-
ous. Given their density, weight 
and structure, they are usually 
good candidates for aging.

Excellent examples of 
these traditional styles can 
now be found outside of the 
motherland.  Plenty of American 
breweries are taking their turn 
interpretating them, often with 
fantastically delicious results.

No matter where you turn, Old World or 
New, it’s the perfect time to give these dark 
beauties a try. Just make sure you buy two of 
everything—one to drink now and one to hold 
for next year. 

Prost! —Lauren Buzzeo

Bold Belgian beauties

Traditionally 
bottle-conditioned, 
they are complex, 

rich and malty with 
significant esters, 
spicy phenols and 
low to moderate 

bitterness. 
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