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veryone wants to get the most bang for their buck, 
especially when it comes to wine. While there are 
plenty of occasions that warrant an expensive 
bottle, most of the time we’re all just looking for 
delicious selections that are easy on the wallet. 

We also want a lot of them, as each one provides some-
thing special and satisfying: the ability to transport our-
selves to that wine-producing region without ever having 
to board a plane. In support of this honorable and timeless 
mission, we present our annual list of the Top 100 Best Buys 
of the year.

All of the wines included here have suggested retail prices  
of $15 or less and are all awarded our Best Buy qualification, 
meaning they possess an excellent quality- to-price ratio. Of 

the thousands of wines reviewed over the past 12 months, 
only 922 (or roughly 5%) were awarded the Best Buy 
designation. 

From there, we select the top wines that exhibit the best 
relationship between score and price while also considering 
other factors like availability and buzz. We also examine the 
list’s overall balance, so we can ultimately offer a selection 
that spans a wide array of styles, varieties and regions. 

With a red Bordeaux in the number one spot and selec-
tions from 17 different countries, our 2013 list is one of the 
most exciting and diverse collections of Best Buys we’ve 
ever released, emphasizing today’s incredible range of high-
quality wines at affordable prices. There’s no need to com-
promise quality for value. Enjoy!

The Ultimate Guide to the Year’s Best Value Wines
By the Editors of Wine Enthusiast Magazine
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top 100 best buys 2013

1
91 Château Mayne Guyon 2011 Blaye Côtes 

de Bordeaux. This rich and integrated wine is 
full of ripe berry fruit and firm tannins. It is a full, con-
centrated wine, densely textured and structured. There 
is a good sense of juiciness behind the youthful, firm 
surface. Give this fine, great-value wine at least four 
years. Plume Ridge Negociants. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

2

90 Aveleda 2012 Quinta da Aveleda Estate 
Bottled (Vinho Verde). The Aveleda estate 

is the source of the fruit for this dry, delicious Vinho 
Verde. It’s a reference for the food-friendly, lemon and 
grapefruit style, adding minerality and a taut texture to 
the forward fruitiness. Drink this fruity and refreshing 
wine now. Aveleda Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $9 

3

90 Kirkland Signature 2011 Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). For an amazing price you get a 

dry, silky and elegant Pinot, with deeply satisfying fla-
vors of raspberry, red currant and pomegranate. Thank-
fully, this should be easy to find, with nearly 17,000 cas-
es produced. —S.H. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $10

4
91 Barnard Griffin 2012 Riesling (Colum-

bia Valley). Gorgeous aromas of peach, pear, 
flower and spice highlight this wine right from the start. 
There is an exotic, floral flavor running alongside the 
tree fruits, and suggestions of mint and rosewater. Ex-
cellent length and balance, with just a hint of sweetness. 
—P.G. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $10 

5
92 Scheiblhofer 2010 Andau Zweigelt (Bur-

genland). This is a powerful, wood-aged wine. 
It’s still showing its toast at the moment, but expect the 
wine to round out, yielding solid tannins and a concen-
trated black-plum flavor. With a rich yet firm finish, this 
should age well over several years. Monika Caha Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

6
91 Château Bianca 2011 Pinot Gris (Willa-

mette Valley). Lovely tree fruits and a hint 
of honeycomb come through in this well-balanced Pi-
not Gris. It offers both easy drinkability and surprising 
depth of flavor, with a lingering finish that should cost 
you significantly more. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

7

88 Cramele Recaş 2012 Dreamfish Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Viile Timişului). The Cramele 

Recaş Dreamfish is always a pleasant surprise, and at $7, 
an especially good bargain. Intensely fruity, with con-
centrated tropical fruit and berry flavors, it’s balanced 
with a streak of lemon-lime acidity and a murmur of 
lemon pith that keeps things brisk and clean. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $7

8
89 Tres Ojos 2011 Garnacha (Calatayud). 

With hints of rubber and asphalt, the bouquet 
on this value wine is generous and topped with black-
berry and dark plum aromas. The palate is grabby, with 
clampy tannins and black-fruit flavors mixed with choc-
olate and spice. The earthy, lightly herbal finish with 
rubbery nuances is nice. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $9 

9

91 Trapiche 2010 Broquel Malbec (Mendo-
za). Minty and toasty upfront, this is layered 

with blackberry, licorice, leather and toast aromas. It 
feels raring and ready to go, courtesy of firm acidity and 
good overall framing. Flavors of wild berry are bright, 
with herb and oak accents. Long, toasty and solid on the 
finish. The Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

10

91 Villa Cafaggio 2010 Basilica Cafaggio 
Single Estate (Chianti Classico). This 

stunning wine boasts a bright, vibrant character. The 
palate has a juicy core of black cherry spiced with nut-
meg and cinnamon that recalls Christmas cake. It’s fresh 
and delicious, with silky tannins that make it easy to en-
joy soon. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 
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11
90 Wheelhouse 2011 Chardonnay (Sono-

ma County). This has ripe Sonoma flavors of 
green apples, pears and tropical fruits, along with bal-
ancing acids and a touch of honey-sweet oak. Overall, 
it achieves harmonious balance. Production was 3,690 
cases. Worth a special search. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

12

90 Casaleiro 2012 Reserva Touriga Nacio-
nal-Castelão-Trincadeira (Tejo). A fine, 

ripe wine, fully structured with its tannins supported by 
delicious red fruits. It has concentration and a gener-
ous feel to it, showing warmth as well as a strong line in 
acidity. The wine finishes with spice, fruit and tannins in 
the background. Vision Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

13
93 Château d’Aydie 2010 Aydie l’Origine 

(Madiran). This is smooth, rich and elegant, 
with black fruits and acids that are contained within a 
firm, understated structure. It has power, but it’s con-
tained in a velvet glove. Tru Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

14

89 Bodegas Ateca 2011 Honoro Vera Gar-
nacha (Calatayud). This wine is fresh as can 

be, with loads of friendly black-fruit aromas upfront. 
The palate is juicy and bright, not the least bit hard or 

tannic, with huge flavors of berry fruits, baking spices, 
chocolate and even some bacon. This delivers a lot for 
the price. Gil Family Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $9 

15

90 Geyser Peak 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). This tastes bone dry, and it offers 

acidity that’s so clean and racy, it makes your mouth feel 
like it’s shining. The flavors of limes, lemons, hay, white 
pepper and vanilla are delightful. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

16

91 Wines & Winemakers 2008 Azul Portugal 
Red Wine (Bairrada). Made from fruit that’s 

sourced from the Buçaco Mountains in the east of Bair-
rada, this wine is rich and elegant, and its juicy fruit pro-
vides a counterbalance to the structure. With its youthful  
fruitiness, this is worth aging for another 2–3 years. Ibe-
ria Wine & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

17
90 Château Sainte Marie 2010 Vieilles Vi-

gnes (Bordeaux Supérieur). Powerful, rich 
and dense, this has tannins and fruit that share the same 
generosity and ripeness. The wood influence provides a 
caramel character at the back of the sweet-tasting fruit 
notes. Age for 4–5 years. Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $11 

18

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2012 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Columbia Valley). With 12% Sémil-

lon in the blend, this is a lovely, fresh, almost exuber-
ant Sauvignon Blanc. Bracing and textural, with good 
varietal character but no excessive herbaceousness, it’s 
loaded with fruit flavors of melon, grapefruit, kiwi and 
apple. A fine mix of precision and length. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

19

92 Cameron Hughes 2010 Lot 335 Meritage 
(Oakville). A Bordeaux-style blend made pri-

marily from Merlot, plus Cabernet Sauvignon, Cab-
ernet Franc and Malbec, this is layered with waves of 
blackberries, blueberries, currants, dark chocolate and 
oak flavors. The tannins are pure and refined. Produc-
tion is 2,000 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $14 

20
90 Cooperativa Reguengos de Monsaraz 

2012 Reguengos (Alentejo). The coopera-
tive of Reguengos is now a major force in the region. 
This wine, named after the hilltop town of Reguen-
gos, is a powerful, condensed wine. It has dark black 
fruits, solid tannins and a smooth texture. Full-bodied 
and worth aging. Drink from 2015. Saraiva Enterprises. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 
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21
90 Jean-Michel Cazes 2011 Michel Lynch 

Sauvignon Blanc (Bordeaux Blanc). A 
creamed apple flavor gives this wine a warm, rich feel. 
Its weight matches its touch of minerality. Toward the 
end, a tropical character emerges, adding an exotic, ripe 
feel. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

22

91 San Felice 2010 Chianti Classico. Made 
with Sangiovese, Pugnitello and Colorino, this 

beautiful wine has an intensely floral fragrance of vio-
let and iris, with undertones of dried tobacco and forest 
floor. The palate delivers vibrant wild cherry, white pep-
per and mint along with firm yet elegant tannins. Pre-
mium Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

23
90 Red Newt Cellars 2011 Circle Riesling 

(Finger Lakes). Exotic melon and pineap-
ple flavors are accented by hints of chalk and powdered 
sugar on this brisk yet penetrating Riesling. Light on its 
feet with a textural, almost feathery, mouthfeel, it’s an 
incredible steal at $12. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

24

90 Bodega Norton 2010 Barrel Select Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Immediately 

this clicks. The nose is full of ripe, smooth blackberry 
and molasses aromas, while the palate is chewy, layered 
and loaded with meaty blackberry, dark spice and cof-
fee flavors. This is an excellent value Cabernet. TGIC 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

25

88 Borsao 2011 Monte Oton Garnacha 
(Campo de Borja). This value Garnacha is a 

fruity number with a no-nonsense berry character and 
clarity throughout. Cherry and plum aromas are vibrant, 
while flavors of black plum, boysenberry and medicinal-
ity are more than fine. Pepper, spice and overall warmth 
carry the finish. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $8 

26
90 Sawtooth 2011 Riesling (Snake River Val-

ley). Spicy and substantial, this authoritative 
Riesling snaps into tight focus around apple and melon 
flavors. Hints of clove and ginger add complexity. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

27
91 Château de Chambert 2011 Château la 

Tour Chambert Cuvée des Hauts Cote-
aux (Cahors). This is a big, rich wine, with swathes of 
black currant fruit and ripe spice. The tannins are there 
too, a wall of solid texture and dark structure. With this 
weight and density, it’s obvious that this wine needs 
some serious aging, so don’t drink before 2018. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

28
88 The Ghost in the Machine 2011 Riesling 

(Columbia Valley). How do you make a Ries-
ling this good and sell it for seven bucks? Juicy and fruity, 
it’s absolutely loaded with citrus and stone fruit flavors, but 
offers supporting acidity, good length and a touch of min-
erality. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $7 

29
91 Bacalhôa Wines of Portugal 2011 Catari-

na (Península de Setúbal). Chardonnay has 
always been an important element in this wine, named 
for Catherine of Bragança, a Portuguese princess and 
English queen. The grape offers a smooth surface to 
the more aromatic Portuguese varieties that are ripe 
and rich, with pear and peach flavors and just a touch of 
spice from the wood. Admiral Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

30

90 Undurraga 2010 Aliwen Reserva Caber-
net Sauvignon (Maipo Valley-Colchagua 

Valley). A little meat and earth add depth to this wine’s 
dominant cassis and berry aromas. It is bold, with black 

 red wines
            - rosés
            - sparkling 
wines
            - white wines

Variety Breakdown - Red
Most popular red: Cabernet Sauvignon (8), Grenache (3), Malbec (3), 
Sangiovese (3), Shiraz (2), Merlot (2),Tempranillo (2), Cabernet Franc (1), 
Dolcetto (1), Gamay (1), Negroamaro (1), Petite Sirah (1), Pinot Noir (1), 
Plavac Mali (1), Xinomavro (1), Zinfandel (1), Zweigelt (1), red blends (19)

Variety Breakdown - White
Most popular white: tie between Riesling and Sauvignon Blanc (8 each); 
4 Pinot Gris; 3 Grüner Veltliner; 2 each of Chardonnay, Gewürztraminer, 
Sémillon; 1 each of Albariño, Melon, Pinot Grigio, Torrontés, Turbiana, 
Verdejo, Verdelho,Vernaccia, Viognier; 3 white blends

Country Breakdown:

Argentina - 6

Australia - 3

Austria - 3

Bulgaria - 1

Chile - 6

Croatia - 1

France - 15

Germany - 2

Greece - 1

Hungary - 1

Italy - 9

New Zealand - 1

Portugal - 10

Slovenia - 1

South Africa - 1

Spain - 8

United States: 30

NY - 2

ID - 1

OR - 6

WA - 8

CA - 13
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fruit, chocolate and spice flavors. This is a familiar style 
of wine made right. Testa Wines Of The World. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

31

90 Kings Ridge 2011 Riesling (Willamette 
Valley). The best Kings Ridge Riesling since 

the 2007, this is a lickable, lipsmacking, sweet-tart bot-
tle of lemon-lime fruits with a perfect blend of sugar 
and acid. It captures the refined elegance of the best 
Willamette Valley Rieslings, and the crisp minerality 
underscores the mouthwatering fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

32
90 Karl Kaspar 2010 Riesling Kabinett (Mo-

sel). Tantalizing spice notes mix with aromas 
of quince and lanolin on this fabulous bargain Riesling. 
While intensely tropical on the palate, it’s remarkably 
nuanced with hints of potpourri, white flowers and a 
sharp, steely acidity. Perfect as an apéritif, or paired 
with spicy, herbaceous Asian cuisine. Scoperta Import-
ing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $13 

33
90 Castello di Gabbiano 2011 Chianti Clas-

sico. This vibrant selection offers floral and fruit 
fragrances of violet and red berry. The palate delivers juicy 
red cherry flavor, with white pepper and nutmeg accents 
alongside bracing tannins that should soften over the next 
year or two. Perfect to match with barbecues or pastas 
topped with dense sauces. Treasury Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

34
90 Domaine Sorin 2012 Terra Amata Rosé 

(Côtes de Provence). This is a rich, full- 
tasting wine from the Sorin family, with smoothly ripe 
red berry fruits. There’s an attractive orange zest char-
acter that gives piquancy to this great food rosé. Grape 
Expectations (CA). —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12.

35
89 Pomelo 2012 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-

nia). What a delicious Sauvignon Blanc, and 
look at that everyday price. It’s so easy to like the creamy 
yet tart peach flavor, with a slight touch of sour lees for 
complexity. From Mason Cellars, with a case produc-
tion of 48,000. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

36
89 Trivento 2011 Reserve Malbec (Mendo-

za). This is a solid, well-crafted and flavorful 
Malbec. Black fruit and cocoa aromas set up a con-
centrated palate, bearing chewy, dense flavors of black 
plum, wild berry and chocolate, plus toast and pepper 
notes. Production is 100,000-plus cases. Banfi Vintners. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11

37
89 Mano A Mano 2010 Tempranillo (Vino 

de la Tierra de Castilla). Dark, oaky and 
smoky, this has leather and blackberry aromas. It feels 
full, chewy and substantive, with dark berry, molasses 
and mocha notes. Smooth and dense on the finish, with 
leftover blackberry, coffee and chocolate touches. Aviva 
Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

38
90 Calcu 2010 Cabernet Franc (Colchagua 

Valley). Dark in color, this smells great, with 
cassis, plum and black cherry aromas, bearing very lit-
tle herbal character. It feels tight and secure, with ripe 
blackberry, tobacco and oak flavors. Global Vineyard 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

39
90 Château Peynaud-Bagnac 2011 Bor-

deaux. A dry, firm wine, full of its tannins. The 
juiciness underneath promises black currant brightness 
in six months to a year. With ample acidity and a fine 
sense of structure, this wine is concentrated and rich. 
Kalara Import. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15

40
91 Quinta do Portal 2010 Mural Reserva 

(Douro). This is a powerful, concentrated, 
burly wine that has great swathes of black fruit over firm 
tannins. It’s a solid, foursquare selection, packed with 
structure and very ageworthy. Give this impressive wine 
at least five years. M Imports, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

41

90 Pecchenino 2012 San Luigi (Dogliani). 
This lovely Dolcetto is delicious, fresh and ut-

terly drinkable. It has a classic fragrance of strawberry, 
cherry and licorice, all of which carry over to the palate, 
along with earthy notes and a hint of almond. Made to 
be enjoyed young, this pairs perfectly with pasta dishes 
and pizza. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

42
90 Barrel Ranch 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 

(California). This selection is from Terravant 
Wine Company, a custom-crush facility in Santa Bar-
bara County. Dry and tannic, it shows classic Cabernet 
Sauvignon character. It has a smoothness often associ-
ated with Napa Valley wines and flavors of blackberry, 
black currant and oak. —S.H. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $13 

43

90 Rotari NV Rosé (Trento). An outstanding value 
wine that hits all the right spots both on the nose 

and in the mouth, this rosé sparkler would taste great on 
a hot summer afternoon. Light touches of peach, cranberry 
and pink grapefruit segue to creamy foam and warm touches 
of freshly baked bread. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —M.L. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14
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44
90 Foris 2011 Dry Gewürztraminer (Rogue 

Valley). The lovel floral aromas are a pure ex-
pression of the grape’s unique spice and rose petal char-
acteristics. It’s deeply flavorful, soft, elegant and linger-
ing, with a lychee flavor. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

45
92 Fiuza 2011 Premium Touriga Nacional-

Cabernet Sauvignon (Tejo). This dry, spicy, 
solidly tannic wine is still young. Its fruit, still hidden 
behind the structure, promises ripe plums and berries. 
For now, it’s impressively powerful, with layer upon lay-
er of chocolate and coffee marked with bright acidity 
on the finish. Drink from 2016. Gabriella Fine Wines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15

46
91 Château Rousset-Caillau 2011 Bordeaux 

Supérieur. Firm and concentrated, this wine 
has ample weight and aging potential. Dry tannins 
are balanced by ripe berry fruit, juicy acidity and solid 
structure. Give this dense wine at least five years. House 
Of Burgundy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

47

89 Bogle 2010 Old Vine Zinfandel (Califor-
nia). What a delicious Zin this is. Sourced from 

the warm climates of Lodi and Amador County, it’s ripe 
and fruity, offering waves of wild raspberries and cher-
ries dusted with brown sugar, cocoa and pie spice. Great 
value in a lusty, versatile Zin. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

48

89 Loosen Bros. 2011 Dr. L Riesling (Mo-
sel). Intense lemon and lime-skin aromas add 

sheen to ripe, juicy citrus, peach and honey flavors in 
this off-dry Riesling. Racy and crisp on the palate, it fin-
ishes vibrant and dry, with lingering crushed-slate min-
erality. A fantastic bargain for such a solid wine. Loosen 
Bros. USA. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5%  Price: $12 

49
89 Flying Angels 2007 Reserva Cabernet 

Sauvignon (Curicó Valley). For an aged, 
value-priced Cabernet, this is steps ahead of the com-
petition. The nose on this ready-to-go wine is earthy and 
deep, with cherry and raisin notes. The palate is rich, 
solidly built and full of cherry, cassis and tobacco flavors. 
On the finish, it’s compact and sturdy, with herbal berry 
flavors. Arcadia Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

50
89 Hermann Moser 2012 Per Due Grüner 

Veltliner (Kremstal). Per Due, as in a wine 
for sharing between two people, is a fruity, fragrant, re-
freshing wine. It has great acidity, lively green apple fla-
vors and just a touch of spice. Very refreshing. Screwcap.  
Boutique Wine Collection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

51
89 Edi Simčič 2011 Giocato Pinot Grigio 

(Primorska). There’s a stunning mineral- 
driven edge to this concentrated Pinot Grigio. Full bod-
ied yet elegant, it boasts fresh pear and melon flavors 
and a bristling lime-juice acidity. August Wine Group. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12

 52

89 Condes de Albarei 2011 Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). This is more than admirable for a 

100,000-case, widely available Albariño. Apple, lime 
and mineral aromas set up a cutting, citrus-driven pal-
ate, with crisp, narrow flavors of lemon and green apple. 
A touch pithy on the finish, which is long and minerally. 
Colección Internacional del Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

53
88 Medrano 2011 Estate Malbec (Mendo-

za). Jammy raspberry aromas come with a 
minerally kick and toastiness. The palate is fresh and 
delivers pointed acidity in support of toasty berry, herb 
and licorice flavors. Finishes with a lightly baked and 
chocolaty note, confirming that this is well-made, value-
priced wine. Bronco Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

54

90 Rainstorm 2012 Pinot Gris (Oregon). 
Spicy and intense, this excellent Pinot Gris is 

loaded with Gravenstein apple, cut pear and a taste of 
orange peel. Surprising length and power for a Euro- 
styled wine with modest alcohol. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

55
91 Château de la Ragotière 2009 M des 

Frères Couillard Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre 
et Maine). Left for 30 months on its lees before bot-
tling, this is serious Muscadet. It has weight and rich-
ness, round and smooth, with a creamy texture bright-
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ened by flashes of citrus acidity. An impressively rich 
wine that’s ready to drink now. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

56

89 Smashberry 2011 Red (Central Coast). 
This wine is dark, rich and delicious, if a little 

tannic. Waves of blackberries, currants, anise and dark 
chocolate lead to a dry but voluptuous finish. Good val-
ue in a full-bodied red. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

57
92 Quinta do Casal Monteiro 2009 Forma 

de Arte Reserva (Tejo). Touriga Nacional 
and Cabernet Sauvignon merge seamlessly in this richly 
structured but fruity wine. It is densely concentrated, 
with a line of tannins cutting through the blackberry 
fruit flavors. Firm, textured and likely to age well, this is 
impressive. Iberian Wine Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

58

90 Seven Falls 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Wahluke Slope). This 100% varietal wine 

from three different vineyards on the Wahluke Slope has 
notes of cherry and chocolate, with the wood (French 
and American, 50% new), providing barrel accents. It’s 
direct and appealing, made in a ripe style. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

59
90 Estampa 2011 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon-Petit Verdot (Colchagua Valley). 
Dense cassis and berry aromas aren’t nuanced or com-
plex, but they sure are correct and ripe. Overall, this 
value-priced wine is rich and balanced, with good acid-
ity and a chewy palate that softens up with time. Plum, 
berry, cassis and cherry flavors are tasty and easy to like. 
American Estates Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

60
90 Woollaston 2011 Pinot Gris (Nelson). 

Made in a convincingly dry style, this wine’s 
nectarine and lime notes are joined on the palate by 
hints of almond. It’s mouthfilling without being fat or 
blowsy, ending on a bright note of citrus. San Francisco 
Wine Exchange. —J.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

61
89 Feudi di San Marzano 2009 F Negroamaro  

(Salento). This pure expression of Negro-
amaro has been enhanced by rich oak influence, pro-
ducing a bouquet redolent of spice, dark chocolate, 
cigar  box and Spanish cedar. There are jammy fruit 
tones at the back. If oak is not your thing, don’t bother. 
Vin Divino. —M.L. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

62
90 Cape Point Vineyards 2011 Sauvignon 

Blanc (Cape Point). A beautifully balanced 
and well-crafted Sauvignon Blanc, opening with attrac-
tive aromas of grapefruit pith, green fig and lime zest, all 
complemented with a soft saline accent. Lightweight, 
with medium acidity and a bright palate, flavors of green 
melon, citrus rind and a hint of dried grass linger into 
the medium-length finish. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
—L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

63
91 Chateau de Pizay 2011 Morgon. Of all the 

Beaujolais crus, Morgon is the one for aging. 
This wine, with its powerful structure, exemplifies age-
worthiness. It is weighty and dense, with a solid feel, 
plus juicy, opulent fruit that helps to balance the wine. 
Keep for 3–4 years. David Milligan Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

64
90 Kendall-Jackson 2011 Avant Chardon-

nay (California). There’s a mellow, honeyed 
richness to this Chardonnay, with apricot, orange, man-
go and vanilla flavors making it especially tasty. It’s a 
flamboyant, complex wine at a great price, and easy to 
find, with 84,000 cases produced. —S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

65
89 San Pedro 2012 Castillo de Molina Res-

erva Sauvignon Blanc (Elqui Valley). Min-
erally opening aromas yield to a tight collection of green 
herb and citrus scents that steer clear of anything feline 
or grassy. This offers shear, zesty flavors of gooseber-
ry, lime and tarragon in front of a stony-feeeling finish 
that’s crisp but not grating. Shaw-Ross International Im-
porters. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13

66

88 Castellví de la Marca NV Santa Monica 
Brut (Cava). This smells toasted and heady, 

with a baked apple aroma. The mouthfeel is full, while 
the flavors tend toward citrus and pith. Solid on the fin-
ish. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

67
90 Julia’s Dazzle 2012 Pinot Grigio Rosé 

(Horse Heaven Hills). Brief skin contact during 
fermentation gives this appropriately named, single- 
vineyard (The Benches) rosé it’s pretty pale-salmon  
color. It’s immediately appealing, with notes of melon 
and strawberry, and just a hair off-dry, with a rich, tex-
tured feel. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $15 
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68
89 Château Haut Guillebot 2011 Cuvée 

Prestige (Bordeaux Blanc). This ripe 
wine is full of tropical and citrus fruits, with some ex-
tra weight from the hint of wood. Fine and balanced, it 
reveals the smooth richness of 100% Sémillon. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $10 

69
89 Lujon 2012 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-

ley). Meyer lemon and a hint of fresh herbs—
lemon verbena, tarragon and cilantro—elevate this pol-
ished and textural effort. There’s a nice long finish; a 
fine bottle, especially at this price. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $12 

70

89 Plantagenet 2010 Hazard Hill Shiraz 
(Western Australia). This medium-bodied 

Shiraz is supple, immediately drinkable and complex—
what more could one want for under $15? Find plum-
my fruit, meaty elements, cracked pepper and hints of 
mocha and a long, savory finish here. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

71
90 Aia Vecchia 2010 Lagone (Toscana). A 

blend of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cab-
ernet Franc, this opens with rich, concentrated aromas 
of black fruit and milk chocolate. There are savory notes 
of dark pipe tobacco, clove and cardamom. The palate is 
masculine and powerful, with firm tannins. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —M.L. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

72

90 HandCraft 2010 Artisan Collection Petite 
Sirah (California). A really nice evocation of 

this variety, this is made in a soft style, with a Merlot-like 
velvety texture. But there’s nothing shy about the fla-
vors: It bursts with ripe, jammy cherry, grilled pancetta, 
crushed pepper and sandalwood, and has a long, spicy 
finish. —S.H. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

73
89 Dingač Winery 2010 Plavac Mali (Pelje-

sac). Unusually balanced, this delicate Plavac 
Mali is a great introduction to a fascinating Croatian 
grape variety. The palate is soft and fleshy, with ripe 
red-cherry and plum flavors, but flecked with hints of 
hay, dried flower and herb. Delicate tannins frame the 
chocolate-kissed finish. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

74

90 Casa Cadaval 2010 Vinha Padre Pedro 
(Tejo). Red-fruit flavors abound in this ripe 

and full wine. A blend of local grapes with Merlot, this 
has a smooth texture with tannins cushioned by the rich 
fruits. Touches of spice and wood give an extra complex-
ity. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

75

90 L’Ecole No. 41 2012 Sémillon (Columbia 
Valley). L’Ecole tackles, with great success, 

two of the least-recognized strengths of Washington vi-
ticulture: Sémillon and Chenin Blanc. Here the blend 
includes 13% Sauvignon Blanc. It’s well built and full 
bodied, with a mix of citrus and stone fruits, generous 
acidity and some finishing skin flavors putting a slightly 
bitter frame around it. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

76

89 Chilcas 2010 Reserva Estate Bottled 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Lolol Valley). This is 

round and dark up front, with a touch of bacon on the 
nose. It feels fresh and medium in power, with black-
berry, plum and chocolate flavors that roll into a pep-
pery, spicy finish. Old Bridge Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

77
89 Szoke Matyás 2011 Zöld Veltelini Grüner 

Veltliner (Mátra). A note of white, waxy flow-
er and a wisp of smoke on the nose introduce intense 
flavors of tangerine, lime and peppery leaf on the palate. 
Bright acidity and a glimmer of wet stone linger on the 
finish. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13
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78
90 Bouvet-Ladubay 2009 Trésor (Saumur). 

This is a deliciously ripe wine, aged in wood to 
give roundness to the blend of Chenin Blanc and Char-
donnay. It is full bodied and rich in the mouth, with  
orange and pineapple flavors giving a great lift to the 
mineral texture. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

79
90 Luli 2012 Rosé (Central Coast). This is 

an unusual blend of Grenache and Pinot Noir, 
which are not often combined, neither in California nor 
in France. The winemaker is Jess Pisoni, and he has 
crafted a highly likeable blush. Pale in color and deli-
cate in the mouth, it has ever-so-slightly lush flavors of 
orange tea, peaches and vanilla. The acidity is wonder-
ful. —S.H. 
abv: 14% Price: $15

80

88 Zolo 2011 Sustainably Farmed Estate 
Grown and Bottled Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Mendoza). Dark berry, pencil eraser and spice aro-
mas come together nicely. This is a forward marcher 
in the mouth, with a good mouthfeel and ample push. 
Lightly baked flavors of plum and blackberry are fully 
ripe, while the finish feels sturdy and tastes a bit salty 
and earthy. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $11 

81
88 Winzer Krems 2012 Kremser Sandgrube 

Grüner Veltliner (Niederösterreich). The 
Sandgrube vineyard is one of the larger vineyards in 
the Krems area, well exposed to the Danube river. This 
Grüner is soft and finely formed, with a youthful tex-
ture that gives a mineral tang. Keep this wine for a year. 
Screwcap. Total Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11

82

88 Dolmo 2011 Vendimia Seleccionada 
Tempranillo (Ribera del Duero). This 

value- priced Ribera is a winner. It opens with bright 
fruit, cedar and vanilla aromas. The palate feels firm and 
tannic, but not hard or mean. Flavors of black fruits, 
coffee and cola include chocolate and dry spice, while 
the finish is proper in feel and the slightest bit herbal in 
flavor. Vicente Gandia PLA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11

83
90 Château Vignelaure 2012 La Source 

Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). The 
second wine from Château Vignelaure, a vast estate 
near Aix-en-Provence, this is a textured, ripe wine. It 
has red fruits but also a great tang of orange and lemon 
zest that gives it a delicious, refreshing lift. Blue Coast 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

84

89 Enrique Mendoza 2009 La Tremenda 
Monastrell (Alicante). Aromas of prune and 

plum come with earthy accents and rubbery notes. The 
palate on this Monastrell is drawing, with rubbery tan-
nins. Flavors lean toward blackberry, dark plum and 
cassis, while the finish is solid but short and clipped. For 
a full-bodied, value-priced wine to drink with grilled 
meats, this is it. Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $13

85

87 Barefoot NV Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
Year after year, Barefoot does a great job with 

Sauvignon Blanc. The wine is dry, mouthwateringly 
crisp in acidity and appealing in citrus, tropical fruit and 
gooseberry flavors. —S.H. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

86

90 Herdade do Esporão 2011 V Verdelho 
(Alentejano). An increasingly impressive 

Verdelho with each new vintage, this is the producer’s 
best yet. It has warm, ripe apricot and pear flavors that 
are intense and generous. The soft, rich texture is cut by 
nervy acidity that gives the wine fine balance. Age for 
one year. Esporão Wines & Olive Oils. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87
88 Hogue 2011 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 

This is a satin-smooth Merlot, nicely blended 
with 11% Syrah and a splash of Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Forward flavors, seamless, supple and flat-out tasty, it 
weaves in threads of vanilla, cola and licorice around 
taut red fruits. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 
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88
89 Redbank 2008 The Long Paddock Shiraz 

(Victoria). Redbank is the Hill-Smith (of Ya-
lumba) family’s Victorian brand. The Long Paddock is 
a range of wines produced largely from purchased fruit, 
but this is a nicely balanced, easy-to-drink wine. Pre-
dominant notes are of mocha, mixed berry and vanilla, 
while the tannins are supple and the finish elegant and 
fruit-driven. Nice for drinking now and for the next cou-
ple of years. Negociants USA, Inc. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

89
89 Standing Stone 2010 Gewurztraminer 

(Finger Lakes). While this is dry in style, it 
exhibits all of the varietal’s ebullient rose and lychee 
tones. It has vibrant acidity and an intense, honeyed pal-
ate that’s full of rich citrus and tea leaf notes. This is full 
bodied, with a lingering finish. —A.I. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $14

90
89 Cave Freudenreich 2012 Riesling (Al-

sace). A racy, nervy wine, steely in character 
while remaining attractively fruity. It has a strong lemon 
zest character, along with floral acidity and an elegant 
texture. A wine that’s ready to drink but would benefit 
from 2–3 years’ aging. Wine Without Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

91
90 Abacela NV Vintner’s Blend #12 (South-

ern Oregon). This blend of Tempranillo, Mal-
bec, Dolcetto, Merlot and Syrah could have turned into 
a generic red, yet it is seamless and nicely proportioned. 
It’s a real crowd-pleaser, with a ripe red-fruit flavor and 
generous new-barrel-derived toast and spice notes. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

92
89 Palagetto 2012 Tenute Niccolai (Vernac-

cia di San Gimignano). This spicy Vernaccia 
has lovely fragrances of jasmine and pear, with glimmers 
of clove and white pepper. The refreshing palate deliv-
ers flavors of pear, green apple, banana peel and nut-
meg. It has a crisp finish that cleans the palate. Angelini 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14

93
89 Valdelainos 2012 Verdejo (Rueda). Fleshy 

aromas of melon and passion fruit introduce a 
rock solid palate that’s pithy and round. A citrus-pith  
note lends bitterness to core grapefruit and passion fruit 
flavors, while the finish is briny and tastes of citrus and 
green fruits. Drink this Verdejo right away. Grapes of 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

94
89 L de Lyeth 2011 Merlot (Sonoma County). 

Really impressive at this price for its depth of 
flavor and overall balance. Dry and elegantly construct-
ed, it shows extravagant flavors of blackberries, cherries, 
ripe currants and sandalwood. A lovely Merlot of great 
charm and drinkability. Production was 5,800 cases. 
—S.H. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

95
87 Domaine Boyar 2009 Reserve Caber-

net Sauvignon (Thracian Valley). Pristine 
flavors of cassis and black cherry give an elegant flo-
ral quality to this dry, full-bodied Cabernet. Crisp with 
acidity, it’s balanced and impeccably crafted. It finish-
es long on a delicious coffee-inflected note. Bulgarian 
Master Vintners. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

96
88 Penya 2012 Viognier (Vin de Pays des 

Côtes Catalanes). This is a fresh and vi-
brant wine, with upfront aromas of ripe peach, melon 
and Anjou pear all accented by hints of white florals and 
orange blossom. Lightweight, with an approachable, 
fruit- forward palate and a crisp, clean finish. Drink now. 
Hand Picked Selections. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $12

97

89 Three Rivers 2011 River’s Red Wine (Co-
lumbia Valley). A very fine edition of Riv-

er’s Red, this returns Merlot to the first chair (55%) 
position, with Syrah and Cab Franc splitting the rest. 
Sturdy, chewy, bone dry, tannic and authoritative, it’s a 
quintessential steak wine. Cassis, earth, hints of dried 
mushroom and those stiff but powerful tannins com-
bine to make this a standout at the price. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $14 

98
87 Valentin Bianchi 2012 Elsa Bianchi Tor-

rontés (Mendoza). This light, tropical wine 
captures the positives of Torrontés. The nose offers 
melon and mango aromas, with no bitter notes. A cit-
rusy, bouncy palate delivers spiced-orange and pink 
grapefruit flavors before finishing juicy and chalky. 
Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10

99
87 Evans & Tate 2011 Split River Shiraz 

(Western Australia). Surprisingly full bodied 
and beefy for a $10 wine, this boasts scents of asphalt, 
scorched coffee and plummy fruit that lightens to cher-
ry with air. Drink it over the next several years. Total 
Wine & More. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

100
87 Vaeni 2008 Emeros Dry Red Xinomavro 

(Naoussa). Clove, cinnamon and raspberry 
aromas are followed by bright red-fruit and spice flavors 
on the palate. A dancing minerality keeps the wine’s 
spice and tannins in check. A good everyday red for 
burgers and pizza. Stellar Importing Company, LLC. 
—S.K. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $11
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