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Invest in the future.
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W
hile wine is meant to be enjoyed through 
consumption, it can offer another layer 
of enjoyment through collection. The 
agonizing exercise of cellaring has grown 
even more rewarding now that wine 
has been declared the best-performing 
collectable in the luxury goods market. In 

recent years, wine has shown to be a more stable investment than classic 
cars, rare art and jewelry, and has outpaced the competition in price 
growth. With that in mind, hopefully we’ve tempted you to convert your 
garage into a cellar.

All investments have risks, but this is one we can help with: Our Top 
100 Cellar Selections removes the guesswork. Of the more than 22,000 
wines reviewed in the last year, less than four percent were deemed 
worthy of our Cellar Selection designation. From that list, we further 
narrowed our selection to an exclusive 100 wines, each chosen for its 
prestige, ageability and immense quality. 

This year’s lineup shines with four 100-point wines, hailing from 
Bordeaux, Champagne and the Douro in Portugal. The rest of our 
selection spans the globe, hitting classic regions like Burgundy, Tuscany 
and Rioja as well as New World offerings from the Southern Hemisphere, 
California, Washington, Oregon and New York. 

We’ve also got you covered regardless of budget or preference. While 
many wines on this list are costly, more than half are under $100, which 
proves that stellar investments can come at an attainable price.

Whether for finance or pleasure, we hope this list is a useful tool for 
your future enjoyment. 
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TOP 100 CELLAR SELECTIONS I 2017

1

98 Conti Costanti 2012 Brunello di 
Montalcino. Immensely inviting, this 

opens with fragrant pipe tobacco, crushed berry, 
new leather and pressed violet aromas. On the 
palate, firm, refined tannins underpin juicy black 
cherry, raspberry and cinnamon flavors, while 
orange zest accents and an energizing mineral 
note lift the finish. It’s beautifully balanced with 
bright acidity and will reward a bit of cellaring. 
Drink 2020–2032. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

2
100 Château Haut-Brion 2014 Blanc 

(Pessac-Léognan). Full of ripe fruit, 
opulent and concentrated, this is a fabulous and 
impressive wine. It has a beautiful line of acidity 
balanced with ripe fruits. The wood aging is 
subtle, just a hint of smokiness and toast. This 
is one of those wines, from a great white wine 
vintage, that will age many years. Drink from 
2024. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $848 

3

100 Casa Ferreirinha 2008 Barca-Velha 
(Douro). This is the latest release of 

what has long been regarded as Portugal’s iconic 
wine. And it is magnificent. The last vintage 
was the 2004 and the wait has now shown to 
be worthwhile. With its immense span and 
breadth of flavors and rich structure it is a superb 
manifestation of the great vineyards of the Douro 
Superior. Big bold fruits and acidity are matched 
by the tannins and concentration. Hold this for 
many years or at least wait until 2022. Broadbent 
Selections, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $450 

4
98 Spottswoode 2013 Family Estate Grown 

Cabernet Sauvignon (St. Helena). This 
remarkable wine from the famed family-
farmed, organic estate impresses immediately 
in its depth of concentration and stately grace, 
imparting a wealth of rose-garden compost and 
wild truffle on the nose. Within the vibrant 
range of sensual flavor is salted caramel, black 
cherry and chocolate, alongside a twist of saddle 
and campfire coffee. Its grip of focused tannin 
suggests years of aging potential; enjoy best from 
2023–2033. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9%  Price: $185

5
100 Louis Roederer 2008 Cristal Vintage 

Brut (Champagne). This latest incar-
nation of the famous brand is a superb wine. It is 
on par with, maybe even better than, the already 
legendary 2002. Its balance is impeccable, apple 
and citrus flavors working with the tight miner-
ality to give a textured yet fruity wine. Produced 
from Roederer’s own vineyards which are mainly 
biodynamic, the wine has its own intense purity 
and crispness. It has amazing potential and is 
likely to age for many years. Drink from 2020. 
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12%  Price: $250 

6
98 Brovia 2013 Garblèt Suè (Barolo). 

This stunning wine opens with classic 
Nebbiolo aromas of new leather, rose, wild berry, 
crushed herb, dark spice and menthol. The palate 
is chiseled and loaded with finesse, doling out 
juicy red cherry, ripe strawberry, licorice and 
cinnamon flavors. It’s structured with polished 
tannins and bright acidity. Drink 2023–2043. 
Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $83 

7

96 Hickinbotham 2013 The Peake Cabernet-
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). This is a top 

example of the classic Australian blend. Cabernet 
(57%) provides cigar box aromas and elongates 
the finish, while Shiraz (43%) fills out the 
midpalate. The combination is full-bodied yet 
muscular, generous yet firmly structured. Essence 
of cassis is framed by hints of vanilla and cedar, 
while the long finish shows off chewy tannins 
and mouthwatering acids. Drink 2023–2035, and 
posssibly beyond. Majestic Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14%  Price: $150 

8
96 Ken Wright 2014 Bryce Vineyard Pinot 

Noir (Ribbon Ridge). This riveting wine 
displays the exceptional finesse and precision 
that fruit from this AVA can deliver. It’s Pinot 
Noir expressed in the most subtle and demanding 
way. Beautifully orchestrated red fruits, sappy 
acids, lush spices, perfect balance and an immac-
ulate mineral-soaked finish are all on display. 
Drink 2018–2030. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8%  Price: $63 

9

96 Schramsberg 2008 J. Schram Rosé (North 
Coast). This is a beautiful, complex and 

complete wine, from the delicate, spiced raspberry 
aroma through the creamy, nuanced finish. Subtle 
but well-defined fruit flavors like white cherry 
and raspberry pulse across the palate, buoyed by 
an ultrafine effervescence and lively acidity. But 
the texture is smooth around the edges, lending a 
sense of extra depth and layering to this extraor-
dinary bottle. Just coming into its own now, it 
will improve through at least 2020. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1%  Price: $150

10

95 Wittmann 2015 Westhofen Morstein 
Riesling Trocken GG (Rheinhessen). 

Electric acidity and pure, pristine fruit collide 
in this full-bodied Riesling. Dry in style, it offers 
layers of crisp green melon, apple and lime 
flavors, with a textural density that’s profoundly 
majestic. While beautiful already, its mineral 
richness should only intensify over the next 
decade. Loosen Bros. USA. —A.I. 
abv: 13%  Price: $92 

11

100 Salon 2006 Le Mesnil Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (Champagne). The last release 

of this iconic wine was in 2004. This new 
release from a great vintage for Chardonnay in 
Champagne is a perfect Blanc de Blancs showing 
a wealth of flavors from the crisp, chalky, steely 
and mineral texture to the intense perfumed 
apples. The aromas hint at golden toastiness that 
is slowly beginning to develop, although the wine 
is still young and, like all Salon, will age for many 
years. Drink from 2020. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12%  Price: $617 

12

99 Il Marroneto 2012 Madonna delle Grazie 
(Brunello di Montalcino). Perfumed berry, 

rose, new leather and dark spice are some of the 
enticing scents you’ll find in this vibrant wine. 
It’s still tightly wound but already dazzles with 
juicy wild cherry, crushed raspberry, cinnamon, 
nutmeg and pipe tobacco flavors. Youthfully 
austere but noble tannins and bright acidity 
provide balance and serious aging potential. 
Don’t be tempted to open it soon—the best is yet 
to come. Drink 2022–2042. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $200 

13

96 Joseph Phelps 2014 Insignia Estate 
Grown (Napa Valley). This fine vintage 

of the producer’s signature blend combines 87% 
Cabernet Sauvignon with 9% Petit Verdot, 2% 
Malbec and 2% Cabernet Franc. Soft, supple and 
seamless, it offers a balanced richness of cassis 
and milk chocolate flavor, the wood of the oak 
supportive and wholly complementary. It should 
do well in the cellar; enjoy best beginning in 2024 
through 2034. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $250 
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23

96 Quinta do Noval 2014 Vintage Port. 
This beautifully perfumed wine has all 

the tannins that will allow it to age over many 
decades. It also offers the rich blackberry, dark 
plum and great structure that will support that 
aging. As so often, Noval has released a vintage 
when other major producers have held back. But 
this powerful wine fully justifies the decision. 
Drink from 2025 for the fruit, 2030 for the 
complexity. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 19.5%  Price: $105 

24
95 Mount Eden Vineyards 2013 Estate 

Bottled Cabernet Sauvignon (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). There’s an unparalleled woody 
intensity on the nose of this offering, with cigar 
box, myrrh, incense and bay leaf decorating the 
black peppercorn, herb-laced salt, dark chocolate 
and black plum aromas. The palate’s leathery 
flavors are woven into fine-grained tannins, 
revealing flashes of elderberry, violet and gravel. 
Drink 2019–2033. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $70 

25

97 Massolino 2013 Parafada (Barolo). 
Aromas of new leather, ripe dark berry, 

vineyard dust and a whiff of smoky flint waft out 
of the glass along with floral and balsamic notes. 
The full-bodied palate shows great energy and 
intensity, delivering juicy Marasca cherry, ripe 
cranberry, white pepper and clove framed in 
youthfully assertive, refined tannins and bright 
acidity. A mineral note wraps up the lingering 
finish. With time, this will develop even greater 
complexity. Drink 2023–2053. Vineyard Brands. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $97 

26
96 Domaine Barmès-Buecher 2015 Stein-

grubler Grand Cru Riesling (Alsace). 
Tender, pure peach and fine, spicy notions of 
grapefruit zest unite to create a very inviting nose. 
The leafiness of fragrant citrus foliage adds extra 
charm. All these notions continue to play on the 
very zesty, throroughly aromatic palate. Citrus 
flesh and peel shimmmers and swirld across mind 
and palate, creating a dreamy, heightened cloud of 
fragrant freshness. The palate is just off-dry and 
lip-smackingly bright and fresh. A triumphantly 
long finish adds the allure of blood orange to this 
seductive, aromatic wine and makes it utterly 
irresistible. Drink now–2037. Petit Pois. —A.K. 
abv: 13.6%  Price: $38 

27
95 Carlisle 2014 Palisades Vineyard Petite 

Sirah (Napa Valley). This wine impresses 
from first pop, a complicated, well-crafted explo-
ration of full-bodied flavor and brambly beauty. 
Blueberry pie, violet and cigar tease the nose as 
they follow through on a soft, supple layering of 
fine-tuned texture. But it’s the stony minerality 
and undeniable coaxing of white pepper that 
imprint the memory. This wine should only get 
better through 2034. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4%  Price: $50 

28
97 Château Palmer 2014 Margaux. It’s easy to 

call this a beautiful wine—it’s dense and 
lush, with great layers of black fruit and acidity. 
The first fully biodynamic vintage from this estate 
has certainly yielded impressive ripe fruit, with 
structured tannins and dark berry flavors that 
linger long. It has enormous potential, certainly 
not be ready to drink before 2027. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $210 

29

96 Le Chiuse 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Dark-skinned berry, forest floor, pipe 

tobacco, new leather and balsamic notes float out 
of the glass. On the elegantly structured palate, 
taut, polished tannins and vibrant acidity frame 
ripe red cherry, exotic spice and aromatic herb 
flavors. A lingering star anise note announces the 
close. Impeccably balanced and loaded with class, 
it’s still young and needs time to fully develop. 
Drink 2022–2037. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $65 

14

96 Mouchão 2011 Tinto (Alentejo). Although 
there is some Trincadeira in the blend, 

this legendary wine is really a paean to Alicante 
Bouschet. Produced in traditional open stone 
fermenters, it exudes power and density. Black 
plum and berry fruit contends with concentrated 
tannins that are still very much in evidence. Deter-
minedly old style in approach, it will age for many 
years. Drink from 2021. Wine In-Motion. —R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $55 

15
97 Château Figeac 2014 Saint-Émilion. The 

classic blend for Figeac with its 32% of 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 28% Cabernet Franc 
gives a beautifully dense wine with great tannins. 
The wine is perfumed while the complex tannins 
are finely cushioned by the generous black fruits 
and acidity. It is a wine for long-term aging. Drink 
from 2026. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $90 

16
98 Brezza 2013 Cannubi (Barolo). One of 

the best expressions from the classic 
Cannubi vineyard area, this fragrant red is all 
about finesse, opening with enticing scents of 
perfumed berry, iris, rose, chopped herb, baking 
spice and new leather. The vibrant palate boasts 
structure as well as an almost ethereal elegance, 
delivering succulent red cherry, crushed straw-
berry, cinnamon and licorice wrapped in refined 
tannins. Bright acidity lends impeccable balance. 
Drink from 2021 through 2043. Oliver McCrum 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $60

17
96 Au Bon Climat 2013 Knox Alexander 

Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Santa Maria 
Valley). The condensed pomegranate aroma on 
the nose of this bottling from Jim Clendenen is 
beautifully spiced with star anise, tobacco leaf, 
dried ginger and cinnamon. The palate shows 
chai and Indian spice—accents to the cranberry 
fruit that rides a fine line between ripe and tart. 
Although light in body, the tannic structure is firm 
enough to cellar for decades. Drink now–2033. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $50 

18
95 Maurodos 2012 San Román (Toro). 

Slightly gritty black-fruit aromas include 
a sweet note of pastry along with a hint of prune. 
Wall-to-wall saturation ensures that all corners 
of one’s mouth are covered. Flavors of black-
berry, mocha and chocolate are highly impressive 
and expressive, while this settles nicely on a long 
finish. Drink now through 2024. Grapes of Spain. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $65 

19

98 Tenuta San Guido 2013 Bolgheri 
Sassicaia. Red berry, cedar and light 

spice aromas lead the way on this dazzling red. 
The vibrant palate is loaded with finesse, deliv-
ering bright red currant, red raspberry, white 
pepper and chopped herb alongside bright acidity 
and firm, polished tannins. Impeccably balanced, 
it’s loaded with elegance, energy and intensity 
but it’s still young, so give it time to fully develop. 
Drink 2020–2038. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $235 

20
97 Vieux Château Certan 2014 Pomerol. 

This is a rich, finely structured wine. It is 
highly perfumed, packed with black fruits and has 
a dark, firm texture. At the same time, the acidity 
is intense and the structure tight, suggesting a 
wine to age. Beautifully endowed with great fruit, 
it will take time to develop. Drink from 2026. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $130 

21
97 Giacomo Fenocchio 2013 Bussia (Barolo). 

Rose, iris, wild berry and baking spice 
aromas merge with scents of new leather and 
a balsamic menthol note on this stunning and 
classically crafted Barolo. The structured, 
polished palate delivers juicy Marasca cherry, 
crushed raspberry, pipe tobacco and licorice 
framed in tightly knit noble tannins and bright 
acidity. It’s going to just keep getting better and 
better over the next few decades. Drink from 
2023 through 2053. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $55 

22
95 Bergström 2014 Silice Pinot Noir 

(Chehalem Mountains). This re-named 
vineyard was formerly bottled as deLancel-
lotti. You’ll find striking minerality under-
scoring chunky black fruits. Accents of citrus and 
graphite comingle, with exceptional midpalate 
concentration. This is a wine to cellar, though it is 
already quite enjoyable. Drink now through 2030. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8%  Price: $65 
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39
97 Château Lafite Rothschild 2014 Pauillac. 

This is a major wine. It has enormous 
tension, structure and a core of dark tannins. 
Amid all this, the wine is also packed with fruit 
and concentrated blackberry and black-plum 
flavors. It will age slowly and steadily with its 
enormous structure and concentration. Drink 
this wine from 2027. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $450 

40

95 The Eyrie Vineyards 2015 Original Vines 
Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). From Draper 

clone vines planted in 1965, this bright gold-hued 
wine brings myriad details to its apple, jicama, 
white peach and nut oil flavors. A whiff of smoke 
carries throughout, and its sheer complexity 
strains the vocabulary. Stay with it as more subtle 
layers unfold. Though seductive now, it should 
mature well through 2030. —P.G. 
abv: 13%  Price: $60 

41
95 K Vintners 2013 King Coal Stoneridge 

Vineyard (Washington). A blend of 
Cabernet Sauvignon (70%) and Syrah, brooding 
aromas of ground stone, herb, brown stem and 
black fruit give way to dense layered blackberry 
flavors. It shows great focus, poise, texture and 
exquisite length. Best from 2021–2027. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $100 

42
96 Gaja 2013 Barbaresco. Perfumed berry, 

rose, fragrant blue flower, tilled earth, 
baking spice and a hint of new leather are just 
some of the aromas you’ll find on this dazzling 
red. The polished, structured palate is loaded 
with finesse, delivering a wonderful depth of 
flavors including raspberry, dark cherry, licorice, 
mint and white pepper. Vibrant acidity and firm, 
refined tannins provide impeccable balance. It’s 
still young and will develop even more complexity 
over the next 10–15 years. Drink 2020–2035. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $200 

43
95 Alphonse Mellot 2014 Edmond 

(Sancerre). This is a classic of Sancerre—
enormously rich, packed with fruit and a touch of 
vanilla. It is the fruit, though, that sings in this 
beautiful wine. Mango and peach blend with the 
crispest citrus flavors. The wine demands aging 
and is still young. Drink from late 2018. Elite 
Wines Import. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $75 

44

95 Three Sticks 2014 Durell Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Site speaks loudly 

in this beautifully made wine that is allowed 
to show its naturally inclined power within a 
constraint of cool-climate terroir. Juicy and 
explosive on the palate in cherry, raspberry, forest 
floor and jolts of cardamom, it’s both lush and 
toasty, with a firmness to the tannin structure 
that suggests plenty of aging potential. It should 

get pretty interesting between 2024 and 2034, if 
one can possibly wait. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1%  Price: $65 

45

95 Nino Negri 2013 5 Stelle (Sforzato di 
Valtellina). Full-bodied and velvety, 

this opens with alluring aromas of baking spice, 
mature plum, violet, Alpine herb and a balsamic 
note. The concentrated palate is smooth and 
robust, but it also boasts a weightless quality, 
delivering dried black cherry, nutmeg, cinnamon, 
anise, dried date and pipe tobacco alongside firm 
polished tannins and fresh acidity. A mineral note 
closes the finish. This is the best Sfursat 5 Stelle 
I’ve tried so far. Drink 2018–2028. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5%  Price: $82 

46
95 Emilio Moro 2011 Malleolus de Valder-

ramiro (Ribera del Duero). Dark, toasty 
aromas suggest creosote and chimney smoke; 
throw in black olive, blackberry, dark plum and 
mocha scents and this is one hefty package. Fully 
tannic, with toasty chocolaty flavors of black 
fruits and oak-based spice, this finishes full and 
fierce, but not mean. Drink from 2019–2035. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15%  Price: $150 

47
95 Solomon Hills 2015 Chardonnay (Santa 

Maria Valley). Clean lines of nectarine, 
lemon blossom, orange sorbet and wet rocks show 
on the lovely nose of this bottling by Trey Fletcher. 
Boisterous energy and a chalky grip power the 
palate, where citrus freshness dominates and 

30
96 Mailly Grand Cru 2002 Les Echansons 

(Champagne). The producer held this 
wine back from release because it came from such 
a great ageworthy vintage. The wait was worth it 
because this is a very fine, impressive wine. The 
wonderful richness of the 75% Pinot Noir in the 
blend is dominant, but it is a balanced wine, just 
hinting at toastiness and with concentrated ripe-
apple fruit melding into the texture of the wine. 
Drink now, although the Champagne will age 
further. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12%  Price: $160 

31

95 FEL 2014 Ferrington Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Power and grace come 

together in this deceptively concentrated, full-
bodied, complex, sophisticated and age-worthy 
wine. A light hand on the new-oak nuances allows 
the pure, focused fruit flavors to course through 
on the palate and linger on the finish. It will be 
best after 2020. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3%  Price: $65

 32

98 Comm. G. B. Burlotto 2013 Monvigliero 
(Barolo). Always the firm’s showstopper 

and one of the best expressions of this celebrated 
vineyard, the 2013 doesn’t disappoint. It opens 
with alluring scents of wild red berry, Alpine 
herb, truffle, graphite and new leather while the 
dazzling palate boasts Marasca cherry, clove, 
cinnamon, tobacco and a balsamic note. It already 
shows remarkable finesse and complexity but still 
needs years to develop to its full and impressive 
potential. Drink 2025–2050. Bacchanal Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $70 

33
95 Château Léoville Barton 2014 Saint-

Julien. This wine, with its massive 
tannins and rich fruit, is obviously set for a long 
life. It does have the contrast of fresh black-
currant acidity to give it a lift. But with the power 
behind it, the wine will develop slowly. Drink 
from 2025. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $75 

34
95 Eichinger 2015 Heiligenstein Reserve 

Riesling (Kamptal). The gentlest hint of 
the purest ripe apricot aroma rises from the glass. 
There is the merest touch of blossom honey before 
the palate opens up into a nirvana of apricot and 
rounded aromatic orange and mandarin flavors. 
This is clean, precise and impressive—a picture 
postcard of the sunny 2015 vintage. This may be 
charming now, but wait a few years and it will 
be lethal. Drink now–2030. Weygandt-Metzler. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $39 

35
96 Baricci 2012 Brunello di Montalcino. 

Enticing perfumed berry, violet, new 
leather and a truffle scents emerge in this 
textbook Brunello. On the savory, full-bodied 
palate, licorice, clove and chopped herb flavors 
accent a juicy core of ripe black cherry fruit. Firm, 
refined tannins provide structure. It’s already 
tempting but hold for even more complexity. 
Drink 2020–2032. K&L Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $50 

36
98 Louis Jadot 2014 Bâtard-Montrachet. 

This is a major wine from a great white 
wine vintage that’s naturally impressive and 
intense. Ripe white and yellow fruit dominates the 
palate, sustained by wood aging flavors and tight, 
nervy texture. Bâtard-Montrachet is largest of the 
five white Grand Crus in Puligny and Chassagne 
Montrachet. Drink from 2024. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $367 

37
95 Quinta do Vale Meão 2014 Tinto (Douro). 

The estate is owned by the Olazabal 
family, descendants of Antonia Ferreira who 
created this and many other estates in the 19th 
century. This is a major wine, ripe and full of rich 
tannins and concentrated fruit. It is always one of 
the longest-lived wines from the Douro and this 
vintage has the structure and the fruit weight to 
develop well. An attractive spicy, smoky character 
adds extra interest. Drink from 2022. Deutsch 
Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $100 

38
96 Albino Rocca 2014 Ronchi (Barbaresco). 

This gorgeous wine’s nose offers a 
potpourri of fragrant blue flowers, exotic spices, 
crushed herbs and wild berries. The palate 
delivers tart red cherry, raspberry compote, 
orange zest and cinnamon flavors framed by firm, 
refined tannins and bright acidity. A licorice note 
caps off the lingering finish. Drink 2022–2034. 
de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $55 
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the acidity is powerful but not overblown. This 
white wine will age with beauty and grace. Drink 
2018–2035. —M.K. 
abv: 13%  Price: $45 

48
95 Patricia Green Cellars 2015 Estate 

Vineyard Wadensvil Block Pinot Noir 
(Ribbon Ridge). From 18-year-old vines, this 
supple well-balanced effort blends flavors of 
mocha, cherry, vanilla and breakfast tea. Superbly 
integrated and delicious even at this early stage, 
this wine seems destined for a long and savory 
cellar life. Drink now through 2028. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2%  Price: $48 

49
95 Dragonette 2013 MJM Syrah (Santa 

Ynez Valley). There are excellent savory 
qualities to this bottling, with white pepper, 
charred lamb, soy and pine resin adding much 
intrigue to the black currant fruit. The umami 
character is strong on the sip, with beef jerky, 
black pepper and wild mushroom broth flavors, 
but there is also some tangy fruit as well as 
upright tannins that will keep this wine singing 
for years. Drink now–2028. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2%  Price: $75 

50
95 Bründlmayer 2015 Heiligenstein Alte 

Reben Reserve Riesling (Kamptal). Very 
ripe notions of red-cheeked mirabelle plums 
and sun-ripened apricots with an edge of nettle 
shimmer on the nose. The palate is a clearly 
delineated but gorgeous canvas for foliage-fringed 
citrus—mandarin, clementine and tangerine all 
vie for space while yuzu adds spice and savor. 
There is generosity and slenderness. The finish 
is ultra clean and the entire wine is surpris-
ingly approachable. Drink this now and rejoice, 
or keep it and look forward: In either case, this is 
a delicious fruity trinket of pure pleasure. Drink 
now–2040. Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $75

51
95 Billecart-Salmon 2007 Vintage Extra Brut 

(Champagne). Definitely dry, this impres-
sively crisp wine is tightly textured, mineral in 
character and with great fruit. Its acidity and 
taut, tangy character are part of a sophisticated 
wine that is still maturing. The hints of toast are 
there, but this beautiful wine will take a while to 
show its full potential. Drink from 2019. Billecart 
Salmon USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12%  Price: $80 

52

95 La Jota Vineyard 2013 Howell Mountain 
Estate Cabernet Sauvignon (Howell 

Mountain). This full-bodied, concentrated wine 
shows plenty of power in its bringing together of 
the variety with smaller percentages of Merlot, 
Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec. With 
a huge presence on the palate that lingers and 
stays in one’s brain, it shows a reductive quality 
of toasted oak along with black pepper, bark and 
leather saddle,. It’s a wine to enjoy from a giant 
leather chaise, if possible. Cellar until 2023. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $85 

53
95 Quinta Vale Dona Maria 2014 Vinha da 

Francisca (Douro). Always impressive, 
this wine is structured and powerful, with firm 
tannins that are still coming together. Packed 
with black fruits and tannins, it conveys a rich, 
almost Port-like quality, perhaps because the 
grapes are foot-trodden as in Port. Drink this 
wine from 2022. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $100 

Cellaring 
Success

Keep your wines in perfect 
condition by following these 

four cellaring tips.

Beat the Heat
Heat is the ultimate wine assassin. Wine 

finds its happy place when stored at 
around 55˚F. Warmer temperatures 

speed up the aging process, while 
cooler ones can halt it. Additionally, 

widely fluctuating temperatures can 
ruin a potentially great bottle over time.

Be Cork Conscious
Even with the popularity of screw tops, 

the majority of wine bottles still use 
traditional corks. Maintaining a relative 

humidity between 50–80 percent helps 
keep corks intact. Extended periods of 

low humidity can dry them out, possibly 
leading to oxidation. They’re also more 
likely to crumble when being extracted.

Hit the Lights
If there’s one thing that wine despises 

almost as much as heat, it’s light. 
Ultraviolet rays don’t play nicely with 

the phenolic compounds in most 
wines, so keep them apart as much as 

possible.

Keep It Steady
Wine’s sneaky foe is vibration. Even 

subtle movements can shake up the 
sediment that has settled, which can 
change how a wine tastes. Continued 
vibration also creates kinetic energy, 
which not only influences the aging 

process, but could shift the cork.
—Marshall Tilden
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54

94 Franz Keller 2014 Franz Anton Schwarzer 
Adler Pinot Noir (Baden). Robust in 

body yet squarely structured, the Franz Anton 
shows more ripeness and concentration than the 
producer’s standard-label bottling. Fleshy black 
cherry and berry flavors are ripe, but are offset 
by crisp acidity and a shroud of smoke and toast 
that accents without overwhelming. It’s bold 
and penetrating, with a long finish marked by 
fine, persistent tannins. Delicious already, but 
bold enough to improve through at least 2030. 
Schmitt-Söhne USA. —A.I. 
abv: 13%  Price: $42 

55
95 Renwood 2014 Grand Wren Zinfandel 

(Amador County). Almost as big as a 
Port, but not sweet, this densely concentrated but 
surprisingly gentle wine offers opulent, ripe and 
almost jammy berry flavors that coat the palate 
and cling to the sides of the mouth long after each 
sip. It’s technically dry, but so rich with black-
berry and cassis flavors that it seems sweet from 
the first aroma to the lingering finish. It will be 
best after 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 15%  Price: $100 

56
95 Louis Latour 2015 Château Corton Grancey 

(Corton). This wine from the Corton 
Grand Cru vineyard is packed with tannins as well 
as smoky fruit. It is richly structured and firm, yet 
the fruit is equally powerful, showing bold black 
fruits struck against bright acidity. The wine will 
need considerable aging; drink from 2025. Louis 
Latour Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $165 

57
95 Torbreck 2013 Les Amis Grenache 

(Barossa Valley). This rich, opulent wine 
carries its massive oak load easily, marrying 
vanilla and toasted coconut notes with ripe 
plum and black cherry flavors. It’s full bodied 
and plush, with supple tannins supported by the 
wood. Give it a few years to knit together and 
drink it 2020–2030. Wine Creek. —J.C. 
abv: 15.5%  Price: $185 

58
95 W. & J. Graham’s 2015 The Stone Terraces 

Vintage Port. An elegant wine with beauti-
fully integrated tannins, this is concentrated as 
well as fruity. Its structure and blackberry fruits 
are sweet and ripe. The perfumes of this wine 
leave a stylish, fragrant aftertaste. Drink from 
2027. Premium Port Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 20%  Price: $200 

59
95 Albert Bichot 2015 Domaine du Clos 

Frantin Les Malconsorts Premier Cru 
(Vosne-Romanée). From one of the high-quality 
Premier Crus that have much of the reflected glory 
of the Vosne-Romanée grand crus, the beautiful 
wine is ripe and packed with great red fruits. Its 
wood aging is a rich support to this opulent wine 
with considerable potential. Drink from 2025. 
Albert Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $195 

60
94 Kumeu River 2015 Maté’s Vineyard 

Chardonnay (Kumeu). Yields were down 
in 2015, but intensity is up, giving this medium-
bodied, silky wine the potential to drink well 
through at least 2025. Hickory smoke outlines 
white peach before ending in a long flurry of lime 
zest. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $57 

61

95 Castello dei Rampolla 2012 d’Alceo 
(Toscana). Earthy aromas of tilled soil, 

underbrush, leather, purple flower, cedar and 
ripe black-skinned berry lead the way on this 
delicious blend of 85% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 15% Petit Verdot. The smooth full-bodied 
palate doles out juicy blackberry, red currant, 
licorice, exotic spice, mocha and a hint of game 
while tightly knit but velvety tannins lend both 
structure and finesse. It’s already compelling but 
give it time to fully develop. Drink 2018–2027. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $242 

62
95 De Toren 2014 Book 17 XVII (Stellen-

bosch). Only 95 cases were made of 
this Bordeaux-style blend of 43% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 33% Malbec and 24% Cabernet 
Franc. It’s a stellar example of the high-end and 
highly cellarable wines that can come out of 
South Africa, oozing with depth, concentration 
and complexity, all in a harmonious, balanced 
package. It’s dark and brooding right off the bat, 
boasting firm, tight blackberry, cherry and cassis 
fruit that’s coupled with hints of raspberry sauce, 
pressed violets and baking spice. The palate is 
strong and packed with black fruit flavors that 
lead into a long, evolving finish of char, espresso 
bean, cigar and woodspice. Firmly structured 
and robust in feel, try from 2022–2028, though 
it could mature well even beyond. Cape Classics. 
Cellar Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 15.5%  Price: $330
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63
94 Vignobles Brumont 2012 Château 

Montus (Madiran). The wine comes from 
the grand showpiece estate of Madiran. A blend 
that is dominated by Tannat produces a wine that 
is still so young. Bold fruits and firm tannins are 
right to the fore, along with acidity and a strong 
mineral texture. It’s a powerful and impressive 
wine that also manages elegance as well. The wine 
will take several more years to soften. Drink from 
2020. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 15.5%  Price: $35 

64
94 Betz Family 2014 La Côte Patriarche 

Syrah (Yakima Valley). Hailing from the 
state’s oldest Syrah vineyard, this wine displays 
aromas of pure blue fruit, assorted herbs and 
whiffs of smoked meat. The palate is dense and 
seamless, with fine-grained tannins providing 
support. Its best days are far in front of it. Best 
from 2022–2030. —S.S. 
abv: 14%  Price: $60 

65
95 Paix Sur Terre 2015 The Golden Road 

Yankowski-Weeks Vineyard Monastrell 
(Willow Creek). Extremely dark and nearly opaque 
in the glass, this botlin shows dried violets, lilacs 
and lavender on the nose along with a charred 
black currant essence that is rich but not sweet. 
Prominent acidity and soft but structured tannins 
present flavors of roasted black fruit and baking 
spice. Drink 2019–2030. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1%  Price: $52 

66
95 Domaines Devillard 2014 Domaine des 

Perdrix (Echézeaux). Produced from 
two parcels totaling 2.8 acres, this is a properly 
powerful wine. It has a concentrated texture 
and firm tannins. They are balanced with the 
black fruits and strongly mineral texture of this 
impressive wine. Like any wine of this quality, 
this needs to age for a considerable period. Drink 
from 2024. AP Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $240 

67
94 Marietta Cellars 2014 Gibson Block Syrah 

(McDowell Valley). An extremely deep 
color and intense, deep fruit flavors along with a 
good tannic structure mark this full-bodied wine 
as one to appreciate and age. The texture is fine-
grained, dry and layered, and the concentrated 
flavors of black cherry, smoke, clove and cedar 
unfold slowly on the palate and finish. While 
tempting now, this will be best after 2022. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3%  Price: $36 

68
94 Cascina delle Rose 2014 Rio Sordo 

(Barbaresco). Leather, truffle, grilled 
herb, purple flower and perfumed berry aromas 
take shape in this fragrant red. The vibrant palate 
is loaded with finesse, delivering red cherry, 
cranberry, cinnamon and clove flavors while 
nervous acidity and youthfully assertive, refined 
tannins provide support and balance. A star anise 
note wraps up the finish. Drink 2022–2034. 
Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $60 

69
94 Te Mata 2014 Coleraine (Hawke’s Bay). 

The 2014 Coleraine is a blend of 60% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 28% Merlot and 12% 
Cabernet Franc. Some herbal, cabbagey notes 
blow off with air to reveal vanilla, cedar, cassis, 
blackberry and mocha. Full bodied and plush, 
this wine is soft enough to drink now, but could 
probably go 20-plus years. Wine Dogs Imports 
LLC. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $85 

70
94 Château Rieussec 2014 Sauternes. 

Layered botrytis that gives the wine both 
its richness and dense texture. It is sweet but 
with a dry core and crisp acidity, it will age well. 
It is going to be a beautiful wine, with tropical 
fruits, apricots and wonderful final acidity. Drink 
from 2025. —R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $50 

71
94 Chanin 2015 Los Alamos Vineyard Pinot 

Noir (Santa Barbara County). Trans-
parent in the glass, this sprightly bottling offers 
tart yet warm aromas of wild cherry, cranberry, 
sweet oregano, shaved sandalwood and wet earth. 
Pomegranate, strawberry, slate and cedar show 
on the sip, which manages to showcase ripeness 
in a restrained fashion. Will live a long time. 
Drink now–2035. —M.K. 
abv: 13%  Price: $50 

72
94 Pascal Bouchard 2014 Les Vieilles Vignes 

Les Clos Grand Cru (Chablis). Coming 
from arguably the grandest of the Chablis Grand 
Crus, this is an impressive, rich and structured 
wine. It is concentrated, intense with miner-
ality, pure acidity and great fruitiness. The wine 
has depth and power, a ripe wine that captures 
the full strength of the fine vineyard. Drink from 
2020. Total Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $81 

73
94 Quilceda Creek 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Columbia Valley). This wine is 100% 
Cabernet Sauvignon from Champoux, Palengat 
and Wallula vineyards, all located with the Horse 
Heaven Hills appellation. Aromas of incense, dark 
fruit, licorice and barrel spice rise up from the 
glass, which also reveals penetrating cherry and 
anise notes. The flavors are rich and concentrated 
but far from over the top, with expertly integrated 
tannins. It brings a very pleasing sense of texture. 
Just a baby now, but it has the stuffing to go the 
distance. Best from 2027–2033. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2%  Price: $140 

74
94 Bethel Heights 2014 West Block Pinot 

Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). The top drop 
from Bethel Heights in this vintage, this is a 
dark, dense evocation of Pinot Noir at its most 
authoritative and engaging. It’s a muscular mix of 
mulberry, blueberry and blue plum, with a dash 
of sassafras for good measure. The length and 
sense of throttled power suggest that this is a fine 
cellar candidate. Drink now through 2028. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $56 
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75
94 Remelluri 2011 Granja Gran Reserva 

(Rioja). Ripe, alluring aromas of tree 
bark, licorice root, rose petals and black fruits 
are light on oak and elegant. This is a touch 
grabby and young in feel, but overall it’s showing 
balance. Deep flavors of plum, cherry, wild berry 
and vanilla finish with weight and acidity but 
also finesse. Drink this high-quality Rioja from 
2019–2032. De Maison Selections, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $95 

76

94 Epoch Estate Wines 2013 Ingenuity 
(Paso Robles). The winery’s charac-

teristic dense style is immediately apparent in 
this blend of 54% Syrah, 21% Mourvèdre, 16% 
Grenache and 9% Petite Sirah. It offers black 
licorice, smoked meat, baked black cherry and 
graphite aromas, needing time to breathe before 
unleashing black coffee, elderberry jam, asphalt 
and charcoal flavors through tarry tannins. Drink 
2018–2028. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8%  Price: $70 

77
94 Fratelli Urciuolo 2011 Taurasi. A simply 

fantastic expression of Aglianico, this 
opens with alluring aromas of underbrush, ripe 
black-skinned fruit, leather, tilled earth and 
dark spice that carry over to the delicious full-
bodied palate. Firm velvety tannins and fresh 
acidity balance the juicy fruit flavors. It’s already 
extremely tempting but hold for even more 
complexity. Drink 2020–2031. Opici Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14%  Price: $70 

78
94 G. H. Mumm 2012 RSRV Maison Mumm Blanc 

de Blancs Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). 
Mumm has always had a special relationship with 
the Chardonnay village of Cramant, and this new 
vintage reinforces that. It brings out both richness 
and minerality in a fine, generous blend. It comes 
from grand cru vineyards, ripe in its creamy apple 
character and the beginnings of maturity. Drink 
from 2018. Pernod Ricard. —R.V. 
abv: 12%  Price: $75 

79

94 Clos de la Tech 2012 Domaine Lois Louise 
Twisty Ridge Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz 

Mountains). This winery atop the mountains 
overlooking Silicon Valley makes amazingly 
earthy and age-worthy wines. This bottling’s nose 
is soil-driven, with sun-baked loam laid across 
red cherry, condensed lilacs, cola and sandalwood 
aromas. The sip is structured firmly and strategi-
cally like the frame of a well-built home, where 
dark mulberry and savory spices reside. Drink 
now–2028. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7%  Price: $62 

80

94 Domaine Serene 2014 Côte Sud Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). This Dijon 

clone fruit, barrel fermented and aged on the lees, 
delivers a wine of exceptional concentration and 
intensity. Deeply fruity, with a lush mix of apple, 
pear and peach, it also brings flashy barrel flavors 
and impressive length. The persistent, tightly 
wound finish bodes well for further aging. Drink 
now through 2028. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1%  Price: $75 

81
94 Vega Sicilia 2012 Valbuena 5 (Ribera 

del Duero). Lightly charred, toasty berry 
aromas come with a full covering of clove and 
baking spice scents in this plush wine. The palate 
is edged with drying tannins, bolstering exotic 
berry, spice and herbal flavors. Its long, balanced 
finish features chocolate and unabsorbed oak. 
Drink through 2022. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14%  Price: $195 

82
94 Fontodi 2013 Vigna del Sorbo Gran 

Selezione (Chianti Classico). Initially 
closed, this elegant vibrant red slowly reveals 
alluring aromas of mature black-skinned fruit, 
French oak, violet and a whiff of new leather. 
The full-bodied polished palate delivers ripe 
black cherry, chopped mint, star anise and pipe 
tobacco alongside a backbone of fresh acidity and 
velvety tannins. It’s still young and will be even 
better after a few more years in the cellar. Drink 
2020–2033. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $80 
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83

94 Chappellet 2013 Cabernet Franc (Napa 
Valley). This is an impressively well-

crafted, and beautiful wine, blended with 12% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Malbec, the main 
variety mountain-grown on Pritchard Hill. It 
shines in big, bold and powerfully built black 
fruit and leather. Dusty, firm tannins and a taste 
of graphite, coffee and tar are also highly evident. 
The finish is tart and seasoned in white pepper. 
Best enjoyed 2023 through 2033. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9%  Price: $80 

84
94 Alex Gambal 2014 La Maltroie Premier 

Cru (Chassagne-Montrachet). Crisp 
and packed with lively lemon-like acidity, this 
wine shows both minerality and intense fruit-
iness. Textured and tight, it has hints of yellow 
fruit in the background that will blossom as the 
wine develops. Drink from 2021. Ruby Wines Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $80 

85
94 Terroir Al Límit 2014 Arbossar Carignan 

(Priorat). A testament to the potential of 
Priorat varietal Carignan, Arbossar deals gamy, 
savory aromas of baking spices, earthy plum and 
mincemeat pie. The palate is dry on the edges and 
jammy in the middle. Raspberry and spiced cherry 
flavors are straight and intense on a saturated 
finish. For full-flavored, old-vines Carignan, look 
no further than this. Drink 2018–2028. European 
Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $90 

86

94 Woodward Canyon 2014 Old Vines 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Washington). One 

of the state’s best bottles year after year, this 
delivers herb, blackberry, woodspice and vanilla 
bean aromas. The palate is tightly wound and 
impeccably balanced, with a mixture of fruit and 
barrel flavors that show depth. Made with the 
future in mind, it will be best from 2025–2032. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6%  Price: $99 

87
93 Domaine Vigneau-Chevreau 2015 Abbaye 

de Marmoutier Clos du Rougemont 
(Vouvray). The abbey of Marmoutier was founded 
in the 4th century by Saint Martin. The walled 
vineyard is owned by the city of Tours, across the 
Loire from Vouvray. The wine is off dry, ripe with 
pear and honey and deliciously balanced with the 
acidity. It is young and will repay aging, so drink 
from 2020. Michael Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $26 

88
94 Marchesi Antinori 2013 Tignanello 

(Toscana). Vibrant and loaded with 
finesse, this blend of 80% Sangiovese, 15% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet Franc 
opens with enticing scents of red woodland berry, 
new leather, Asian spice and a touch of menthol. 
The youthful palate delivers red currant, 
wild cherry, star anise and clove alongside a 
backbone of firm acidity and polished, tightly 
wound tannins. It will age majestically; drink 
2020–2033. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $105 

89
94 San Simeon 2013 Stormwatch Estate 

Reserve (Paso Robles). On the verge of 
their 100th anniversary as a vintners, the Riboli 
family ups their luxury game with this serious and 
structured blend of 47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
21% Merlot, 16% Malbec, 11% Petit Verdot and 
5% Cabernet Franc. Deep black cherry, licorice, 
dill, oregano and crushed slate show on the nose, 
while the savory palate combines black pepper, 
bitter chocolate, black plum skins, lavender and 
blackberry. Drink 2018–2033. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $70 

90
95 Domaine Bertagna 2015 Pinot Noir (Clos 

Saint-Denis). Aged for a year in new wood 
barrels, this powerful, concentrated wine shows 
both richness and considerable aging potential. 
It is a powerhouse of ripe damson fruits and 
impressive tannins. Structured and intense, it 
needs to age for many years. Don’t drink before 
2026. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $200 

91
94 Achaval-Ferrer 2014 Finca Bella Vista 

Malbec (Mendoza). Earthy berry aromas 
are complex due to side notes of crushed leaves, 
charred meat and burnt wood. This single-
vineyard Malbec is juicy and loaded with energy 
as a result of racy acidity. Plum, wild berry, herb 
and spice flavors finish dry, firm and focused. 
Drink this high-toned Malbec through 2025. 
Stoli Group USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14%  Price: $140 

92
93 Global Wines 2011 Casa de Santar Vinha 

dos Amores Touriga Nacional (Dão). The 
Casa de Santar estate, still inhabited by its aristo-
cratic owners, is run by Global Wines. From one 
parcel, Vinha dos Amores, they have produced 
this impressively ripe wine with its dense 
tannins. Full of spice, black plum skin texture 
and balanced acidity, it’s serious, concentrated 
and only just mature. Drink now or cellar through 
2028. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $30 



 WINE ENTHUSIAST |  DECEMBER 2017

TOP 100 CELLAR SELECTIONS I 2017

93
94 Paumanok 2010 Tuthill’s Lane Vineyard 

Merlot (North Fork of Long Island). 
Intense blackberry and plum perfume burst from 
the glass of this bold concentrated red. It’s a rich 
lavishly textured wine but keenly balanced in 
acidity and gilded by subtle layers of spice and 
toast. While delicious already, it’s still brawny 
in its youth and should meld out gorgeously with 
more maturation. Drink 2021–2026. —A.I. 
abv: 13.9%  Price: $75 

94
93 Joh. Jos. Prüm 2014 Wehlener Sonnenuhr 

Riesling Auslese (Mosel). Struck flint 
and smoke notes permeate this lithe yet deeply 
complex auslese. The palate boasts concentrated 
tangerine and cantaloupe fruitiness, but shaded 
in savory tones of pollen and dusty mineral. It’s 
tightly wound still, closed and unyielding, but 
should ease and open beautifully from 2020. Rudi 
Wiest Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 7%  Price: $58 

95
93 Wakefield Estate 2014 St Andrews 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Clare Valley). 
Wakefield (known as Taylor’s in Australia) was 
founded as a Cabernet-focused estate. While 
the range has expanded over time, Cabernet 
Sauvignon remains a strength. Brown sugar and 
cedar frame cassis fruit on the nose; the palate 
shows just enough juicy, mouthwatering fruit to 
support the ample oak. This is full bodied yet 
supple, with crisp acids showing on the finish. 
Seaview Imports. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $60 

96

93 Château Lagrézette 2014 Cahors. The 
estate wine from this Cahors showpiece 

property, it shows the rich intensity that can 
be conjured from Malbec, packed with tannins 
but also with dark, ripe-berry fruit and great 
intensity. It is a wine with potential—with a 
tannic structure that will see the wine starting 
to drink from 2020. Curious Cork Imports LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $50 

97
92 Koyle 2013 Royale Los Lingues Vineyard 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Colchagua 
Valley). Spicy aromas of balsam wood, tobacco 
and sawmill work well with ripe but reserved 
red-berry scents. Tight, tannic but also fresh as 
opposed to drying, this Cabernet from a cool year 
delivers a classic set of herbal berry, plum and 
wood spice flavors. A ripped finish is dry and oaky 
now, with core fruit resting for the future. Drink 
2018–2028. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $26 

98

93 Cayuse 2014 Armada Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). The aromas are 

initially more fruit forward than often seen from 
this area, with notes of plum followed by ash, 
black pepper, Stargazer lilies, charcuterie and 
iron. The flavors are palate coating and dense in 
feel, lingering on the finish. It needs some time 
in the cellar to truly show its stuff. Best after 
2022. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6%  Price: $97 

99
94 Château La Nerthe 2013 Cuvée  

des Cadettes (Châteauneuf-du-Pape).  
Purists will no doubt object to this wine’s fine 
patina of sophisticated, cedary oak, but there’s 
plenty of high-quality fruit to back it up. Incor-
porating unusual proportions of 44% Grenache, 
33% Mourvèdre and 23% Syrah, the fruit is ripe 
and lush, velvety-supple and medium to full in 
weight, without any sense of heaviness. Drink 
2020–2030. Kobrand. —J.C. 
abv: 14%  Price: $180 

100
93 Musella 2010 Riserva (Amarone della 

Valpolicella). Crushed iris, baked plum, 
cedar, tobacco and new leather aromas seamlessly 
come together on this bold full-bodied red. 
Smooth and ripe, the full-bodied palate doles out 
mature black cherry, raspberry jam, licorice and 
mocha framed in well-knit, velvety tannins. Drink 
2018 through 2026. Vino et Spiritus. —K.O. 
abv: 16.5%  Price: $67 
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