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Varied hues of Wiener Gemischter Satz—a unique 
white wine field blend from Vienna, Austria.
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I
t is impossible to mention Austrian wine 
without immediately thinking of Grüner 
Veltliner. With its fresh pear fruit, peppery 
verve and chameleon-like ability to pair 

with food, it is the wine that put Austria on the 
map. Grüner Veltliner, in its myriad styles, is 
of course Austria’s calling card, but perhaps 
you are ready to move beyond  
Groo Vee?

The Austrian capital of 
Vienna not only boasts 1,574 
acres of vineyard but also is 
home to its very own, historic 
wine style: Wiener Gemis-
chter Satz, German for field 
blend. Various white grapes like 
Grüner Veltliner, Riesling, Tra-
miner, Muskateller, Pinot Blanc 
and Pinot Gris are planted in 
one vineyard, harvested together at the same 
time and co-fermented. No variety is allowed to 
exceed 50 percent and there must be at least 
three used in the blend. Reflecting the charac-
teristics of each of the varieties, these wines 
really are greater than the sum of their parts 
and truly Viennese.

Those who love Sauvignon Blanc should 
turn their attention to Styria in Austria’s ver-
dant south. The climate is cool but sunny, 
allowing aromatic grape varieties to develop 
their full flavor potential without becoming 
heavy. While Styria is famed for its long-lived, 
oaked and age-worthy single-vineyard Sauvi-

gnon Blancs, much lighter, uno-
aked styles are also made.

Austria holds another 
secret: Gelber Muskateller. It is 
the same, ancient grape variety 
as Muscat Blanc that elsewhere 
in the world is often turned into 
sweet wine. Yet in Austria it is 
made in a fully dry style, which 
not only delivers the most appe-
tizing honeysuckle and elder-
flower notes, but also exquisite 

lightness. It is a deliciously weightless summer 
wine, and on a hot day, it makes a perfect spritz-
ter when mixed with soda water. Some of my 
Austrian friends even add a dash of elderflower 
cordial and a slice of lemon for a lovely warm-
weather cocktail. All we need now is sunshine.

Cheers!  —Anne Krebiehl, MW
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WHITE BLENDS

92 Weingut Christ 2017 Wiener Gemischter 
Satz. A touch of fragrant rose petal meets 

ripe pear and juicy peach on the nose. That play-
ful nature of mingling fruit and florals continues 
merrily on the expressive palate that shows texture, 
flavor and freshness as a harmonious, fragrant and 
attractive package. This delivers long after the dry 
finish. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

92 Wieninger 2017 Wiener Gemischter Satz. 
The peel of russet pear, the flesh of ripe red 

apple, the herbal tang of pimpernel. All of these 
notions meet in the nose of this expressive wine. 
The dry palate is light but has a lovely, slightly 
funky element of earthiness that also lends texture 
as a counterweight to the bright zesty freshness. 

The finish is clean, dry and deliciously bracing. 
Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Gebeshuber 2017 Querfeldein. in weiß (Ther-
menregion). Fragrant notes of ripe crunchy 

red apple on the nose carry their vivid freshness 
and scent over to the light but zesty, fresh palate. 
The idea of zestiness also informs the lip-smacking 
texture of the wine and lasts long on the dry zippy 
finish. Vignaioli Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Zahel 2017 Wiener Gemischter Satz. Both 
green and red apple, earth and orange zest 

play on the nose. The light but expressive palate 
echoes these notions and backs them with a lightly 
phenolic texture and zesty freshness. This is a vivid, 
fresh and utterly versatile white, with a clean dry 
finish. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

89 Gebeshuber 2017 Spaetrot Klassik (Ther-
menregion). Subtle red-apple notes on the 

nose lead onto an equally subtle, light but slightly 
fragrant palate. The body is slender, dry and comes 
with a far fruitier finish than expected. Apple fruit 
dominates the dry finish. Vignaioli Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Mayer am Pfarrplatz 2017 Wiener Gemischter 
Satz. Crunchy red and green apple and 

lifted Amalfi lemon notes rise from the glass. The 
palate is light, juicy and bright and carries these 
apple and lemon hints to a fresh clean dry finish. 
MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Der Pollerhof 2017 vom Löss (Niederöster-
reich). A touch of honeysuckle, a hint of 

crushed citrus foliage and grass are hinted at. They 
also shimmer on the light palate where vivid fresh-
ness leads onto a fragrant dry finish. Winemonger. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Dürnberg 2017 Falko Cool Climate (Niederös-
terreich). Orange zest and fresh apples make 

for a most appetizing and fragrant nose. The palate 
is just as vivid, fruit-forward and fresh. This may be 
easy and totally driven by fruit but is carries bags of 
charm despite its lightness. It’s the quintessential 
party wine. Multiple U.S. importers. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Der Pollerhof 2017 Apoll (Weinland Öster-
reich). This easygoing blend has a rather 

earthy nose suggesting almost overripe pear fruit. 
The palate is pliable, soft, fruity and fresh: an 
easy summery Austrian white with a dry finish. 
Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

92 H.&C. Nittnaus 2017 Obere Wies Sauvignon 
Blanc (Burgenland). A tropical touch of pas-

sion fruit hovers above grassy freshness on the nose. 
The palate is zesty and light, bright with passion 
fruit and mandarin, playing out its vivid fruitiness 
on the light, dry and expressive palate. The flavors 
persist and leave you in no doubt that you are in the 
presence of a great wine. GD Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

91 Wohlmuth 2017 Kitzeck-Sausal Sauvignon 
Blanc (Südsteiermark). A subdued nose holds 

hints of bright lemon. The palate has the same, vig-
orous freshness but balances it with a textured vibe 
that combines wet pebble, riper peach and zesty 
citrus. This is expressive, light, but utterly and lip-
smackingly fresh, echoing long after the dry finish. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 
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98 Hartford Court 2015 Seascape Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). From a ridge-

top, western-facing site greatly influenced by the 
Pacific Ocean, this is exotic and distinct in charac-
ter, with tones of white pepper, tart cherry, rhubarb 
and strawberry. Gorgeously layered, delicate and 
structured, it has length and richness to the tannin 
profile, as well as a notion of peat that adds to the 
dramatic complexity of the wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

98 Three Sticks 2015 Walala Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This wine is bewil-

deringly savory in tones of clove and sage, but then 
turns juicy and balanced from flavors of strawberry 
and blackberry. Grainy in complex texture and tan-
nin, it offers a powerful full-bodied richness and 
wild quality that’s undeniably memorable. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

96 Gary Farrell 2015 Rochioli-Allen Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Savory 

in aromas of black licorice, sage and rose, this is a 
tremendously impressive, deliciously crafted wine 
that is delicately layered in cranberry and rhubarb 
flavors. The complex texture is grainy yet polished, 
with a succulence that makes it irresistible from 
start to finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $80 

96 Hartford Court 2015 Land’s Edge Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is com-

prised of fruit from two coastal sites, but it does not 
hold back on flavor or complexity. A juicy entry of 
spicy red and blue fruit is surrounded by moderate 
structure and an imprint of rose petal. Lasting in 
intensity and acidity, it’s dotted in citrus and pol-
ished tannins. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

96 Three Sticks 2015 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Compost earthiness 

underlies a juicy, expansive and richly layered pal-
ate of fruit and spice that lingers expertly on the fin-
ish. Polished tannins support crisp strawberry and 
red cherry flavors that are adorned with cardamom 
and orange zest. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

95 Far Niente 2015 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). Just a dash of Petit 

Verdot is added to this wine, with the Cabernet 
Sauvigon coming from the Martin Stelling Vineyard 
that stands regally behind the winery. This starts 
off with soft aromas of cassis and red cherry, which 
appear on the palate that’s built by sizable tannins 
and texture. The richness is defined in dark choco-
late, with just enough acidity to keep the mouthfeel 
succulent and lush. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $170 

The Wine Enthusiast 
Buying Guide

The Buying Guide includes ratings and reviews of new-release 
and selected older beverage alcohol products evaluated by Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine’s editors and other qualified tasters. Regular 
contributors to our Buying Guide include Managing Editor/Tasting 
Director Lauren Buzzeo, Executive Editor Susan Kostrzewa, Tasting 
Manager Alexander Peartree, Senior Tasting Coordinator Fiona 
Adams, Tasting Coordinator Carrie Dykes, Contributing Editors Mi-
chael Schachner, Anna Lee C. Iijima, Christina Pickard, Mike DeSim-
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in Switzerland; Contributing Editor Anne Krebiehl in England; Con-
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in Washington.

If a wine was evaluated by a single reviewer, that taster’s 
initials appear following the note. When no initials appear fol-
lowing a wine review, the wine was evaluated by two or more 
reviewers  and the score and tasting note reflect the input of all 
tasters. Unless otherwise stated, all spirit reviews are by Kara 
Newman and all beer reviews are by Lauren Buzzeo.

Each review contains a score, the full name of the product, its 
suggested national retail price, its alcohol (abv) as reported to us 
by the submitter and a tasting note. If price or alcohol content 
cannot be confirmed, NA (not available) will be printed. Prices 
are for 750-ml bottles unless otherwise indicated. 

TASTING METHODOLOGY AND GOALS
All tastings reported in the Buying Guide are performed blind. 
Typically, products are tasted in peer-group flights of from 5–8 
samples. Reviewers may know general information about a flight 
to provide context—vintage, variety or appellation—but never 
the producer or retail price of any given selection. When possible, 
products considered flawed or uncustomary are retasted. 

ABOUT THE SCORES
Ratings reflect what our editors felt about a particular product. 
Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
tasting note to learn about a product’s special characteristics.

 Classic 98–100: The pinnacle of quality.
 Superb 94–97: A great achievement.
 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
 Very Good 87–89: Often good value; well recommended.
 Good 83–86: Suitable for everyday consumption;  
  often good value.
 Acceptable 80–82: Can be employed in casual, less- 
  critical circumstances.

Products deemed Unacceptable (receiving a rating below 80 
points) are not reviewed.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
Editors’ Choice products are those that offer excellent qual-

ity at a price above our Best Buy range, or a product at any price 
with unique qualities that merit special attention.

Cellar Selections are products deemed highly collectible 
and/or requiring time in a temperature-controlled wine cellar to 
reach their maximum potential. A Cellar Selection designation 
does not mean that a product must be stored to be enjoyed, but 
that cellaring will probably result in a more enjoyable bottle. In 
general, an optimum time for cellaring will be indicated.

Best Buys are products that offer a high level of quality in 
relation to price. Wines meriting this award are generally priced 
at $15 or less, and are designated Best Buys after surpassing a 
specific quality-to-price ratio benchmark.

SUBMITTING PRODUCTS FOR REVIEW
Products should be submitted to the appropriate reviewing lo-
cation as detailed in our FAQ, available online via winemag.com/
contact-us. Inquiries should be addressed to the Tasting & Review 
Department at 914.345.9463 or email tastings@wineenthusiast.
net. There is no charge for submitting products. We make 
every effort to taste all products submitted for review, but there 
is no guarantee that all products submitted will be tasted, or 
that reviews will appear in the magazine. All samples must be 
accompanied by the appropriate submission forms, which may 
be downloaded from our Web site.

LABELS
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
the opportunity to submit labels only after the reviews have been 
finalized and assigned to a specific issue. Labels are reproduced 
and printed along with tasting notes and scores. For information 
on label  purchases, contact Denise Valenza at 813.571.1122; fax 
866.896.8786; or email dvalenza@wineenthusiast.net.

Find all reviews on our fully searchable database at  
winemag.com/ratings
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95 Gary Farrell 2015 Hallberg Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). This is a juicy, 

expansive and textured wine, incredibly delicious in 
ripe raspberry and strawberry flavors. It has san-
guine undertones, with clove, cardamom and black 
tea that stand out against polished tannins. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

95 Joseph Phelps 2015 Freestone Vineyards 
Estate Grown  Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

This is a standout wine, earthy in juicy red fruit, 
spicy clove and citrus peel. It is well integrated 
and robustly built, with a backbone of acidity that 
provides lasting structure and a finishing touch of 
elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $60 

95 Trujillo 2014 Gary Morisoli Vineyard Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). This is 

a tiny-production wine that packs an impressive 
punch. Currant, cassis and cedar open on the nose 
and palate, allowing for a soft, approachable begin-
ning that takes on additional complexity as the wine 
develops. A grippiness dominates on the finish, sug-
gesting it would benefit from time in the cellar. 
Enjoy 2024–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $130 

94 Bella Union 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Fermented in stainless steel, then 

aged 16 months in French oak (60% new), this wine 
is brightly aromatic in tones of cherry, cassis and 
spicy clove. Supple and integrated on the palate, 
it has depth at its core, with an intense ripe berry 
 flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

94 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Califa Estate Grown 
Chardonnay (Edna Valley). Tightly wound, 

bright and fresh aromas of lychee, light caramel and 
white peach make for a delicious entry to this bot-
tling by Winemaker Fintan du Fresne. A chalky tex-
ture on the palate delivers complex and intertwined 
flavors of almond, Meyer lemon and pear. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Contucci 2014 Mulinvecchio (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Fragrant blue flower, rose, 

berry, new leather, sandalwood and underbrush 
aromas lead the way in this wine. Structured and 
elegant, the vibrant palate delivers crushed straw-
berry, juicy sour cherry, white pepper and star anise 
notes framed by tightly knit, refined tannins. It’s 
still youthfully austere, but will develop beautifully. 
Drink 2021–2034. Martignetti Companies. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

94 Croix 2015 Wood Estate Zinfandel (Russian 
River Valley). From Winemaker Kirk Venge, 

this estate wine is sourced from the heart of the 
appellation. Char, blueberry and layered swathes 
of dusty chocolate give it richness around a full-
bodied palate that’s tempered by bright, lingering 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2015 Dutton Ranch Emer-
ald Ridge Vineyard Pinot Noir (Green Valley). 

High toned in a rose petal aroma, the palate of this 
wine is bright in acidity yet medium in build and 
complex. The concentration of the vintage is on full 
display in velvety layers of raspberry and straw-
berry coated in nutmeg and Asian spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

94 Goldeneye 2015 Gowan Creek Vineyard  Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Bright fruit flavors 

and lavish oak tones burst from the glass. They’re 
followed by mouthcoating flavors of black cherry, 
clove and cranberry. For all that richness, it also has 
good structure due to firm tannins and lively acidity 
that give it balance. Enjoy now–2022. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $84 
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94 Grey Stack 2017 Rosemary’s Block Dry Stack 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Bennett  Valley). 

This block is home to a mysterious clone of Sau-
vignon Blanc that appears to be the only one of its 
kind in the region and thought to hail originally from 
Northern Italy. The resulting wine is citrus-driven 
on the nose and on the palate—a pure expression 
that shows complexity and rich layers of flavor, with 
an intensity of lemongrass. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

94 Jermann 2015 Vintage Tunina (Venezia 
Giulia). This wine’s tomato vine, passion 

fruit, white stone fruit and herb aromas jump out of 
the glass. The delicious, elegantly restrained palate 
delivers grapefruit, white peach, apple and mineral 
flavors alongside fresh acidity. A tangy lemon-drop 
note backs up the long, lingering finish. Drink now–
2025. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

94 Joseph Phelps 2016 Freestone Vineyards 
Estate Grown Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 

Year after year, this wine from a spectacularly cool-
climate site impresses and intrigues. A crisp green-
apple note is followed by high-toned acidity etched in 
Meyer lemon and wild lime flavors. The fresh, fruity 
core is well balanced and melds with a grip of oak 
on the fi nish, adding ample body and weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

94 Lail 2015 Blueprint Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Made by Philippe Melka, this 

wine sources fruit from across the valley, adding in 
7% Petit Verdot. Structured, chalky tannins settle 
into a soft, billowy entry of cassis, clove and quiet 
oak. Dried herb and additional baking spices touch 
up the lengthy finish. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

94 Nickel & Nickel 2015 C.C. Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). From a site on the 

eastern edges of the appellation, this wine offers 
robust aromas of pencil shavings, cedar and dried 
herb. Black peppercorn, vanilla and black currant 
flavors make for a savory and fruity palate that is 
supported by a grip of tannins. Enjoy 2025–2030. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $115 

94 Obsidian Ridge 2015 Half Mile 2640’ Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Hills Lake County). A 

deep and dark color signals the concentrated flavors 
to come in this very ripe, opulent and ultimately gen-
tle wine. Cinnamon, clove and cedar notes waft up 
from the glass, with rich blueberry, blackberry and 
espresso flavors that coat the palate. Grown at 2,640 
feet in a vineyard strewn with sharp, black obsidian 
rocks, the wine is packed with minute threads of tan-
nin that add good grip to the texture without being 
at all drying. Best after 2023. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Shafer 2016 Red Shoulder Ranch Char-
donnay (Carneros). This is a perennially 

impressive wine, floral in a heady perfume of white 
roses. Fresh and fleshy, the expansive palate offers 
concentrated flavors of kiwi and pineapple. The 
wine was largely fermented in oak, then aged just 
over a year in French oak (75% new). It holds the 
oak well, ending bright in juicy acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $52 

94 Strange Family Vineyards 2015 Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Very tightly wound on the 

nose, this bottling is fresh and without many frills, 
allowing the bright lemon rind, chilled nectarine 
and crushed chalk aromas to stand clean and pure. 
There are flashes of honeysuckle and cherimoya on 
the palate, but it too is very taut and sharp, with 
crushed sea shells and the slightest hint of oak aris-
ing on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $42 

94 Talley 2015 Rosemary’s Vineyard Estate 
Bottled Pinot Noir (Arroyo Grande Valley). 

Very delicate at first, this single-vineyard expres-
sion opens slowly but steadily into sagebrush, 
elderflower, jasmine, hibiscus and framboise on the 
nose. On the palate, bright flavors are seamlessly 
integrated and enveloped in a light but taut texture, 
proving ethereal and delicious all at once. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 
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94 Three 2015 Evangelho Zinfandel (Contra 
Costa County). Extremely ripe, rich and 

seductive, this wine has immense fruit flavors, 
handsome oak accents and a gorgeous sense of 
concentration and creaminess on the palate. It lay-
ers accents of vanilla, nutmeg and maple between 
waves of deep blackberry and blueberry, with a 
long, lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $36 

94 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). Bright, vivid aromas of purple and 

red flowers, fennel pollen, dried cranberry and 
crushed slate drop into a palate that’s zippy in acid-
ity. Flavors of dark hibiscus, elderberry jam, thyme 
and more fennel fly across the palate. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $39 

93 Armida 2015 Tina’s Block Maple Vineyards 
Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). This is a clas-

sic field blend of 80% Zinfandel and 20% mixed 
blacks. High-toned flavors of raspberry and cherry 
dominate the palate, which has a smoothly textured 
core of dusty clove and leather that accents the fruit 
well. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

93 Château d’Esclans 2016 Garrus Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This wine, which continues 

to stretch the bounds of Provence rosé, is rich and 
impressively packed with ripe fruits and spice from 
wood aging. It should be taken seriously both for its 
complexity and for its potential to age. Drink now–
2020. Shaw-Ross International Importers. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

93 Clos de la Tech 2005 Domaine du Docteur 
Rodgers Pinot Noir (San Francisco Bay). 

Deep, dark and brooding with earth, slate, pepper, 
mulberry jam, maduro cigar, iodine and sandalwood 
scents on the nose, this aged bottling from a one-acre 
block above Palo Alto is fascinatingly unique. The 
palate is loaded with flavors of soil, menthol, plum 
jam and tobacco leaf, featuring tannins that have 
been polished by patience. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $200 

93 Fess Parker 2016 Ashley’s Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). From a vineyard just 12 miles 

inland from the ocean, this bottling shows toasted 
brioche, preserved lemon, sweet sandalwood and a 
touch of caramel on the nose. It hits the palate with 
a riper peachy sweetness, but then tightens into 
searing, laser-focused acidity rounded by hints of 
lemon and Gravenstein apple. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

93 Hartford Court 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). The fruit for this wine is sourced 

from the estate as well as sites across the appel-
lation. Juicy waves of cherry and cardamom ride a 
full-bodied, concentrated framework of exotic fla-
vors, bright acidity and velvety texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

93 Nellcôte 2014 500 Chevaux Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Big and juicy, this bold 

red offers tar and a touch of reduction on the nose. 
The palate shows tobacco, black cherry and pol-
ished, sizable tannins that add weight and density 
to the midpalate before unfurling a soft, spicy finish 
of clove and black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $225 

93 Niner 2016 Chardonnay (Edna Valley). 
There’s a compelling tang of preserved 

lemon to the nose of this bottling by Molly Bohlman, 
along with hints of sandalwood, hazelnut and toast. 
There is impressive grip and laser-like acidity to the 
palate yet it retains a creamy mouthfeel, showing 
flavors of toasted oak, pear and chalk. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 
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93 Spear 2016 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Hearty, energetic aromas of boy-

senberry, cranberry and hibiscus meet with rhubarb, 
fennel and forest floor on the nose of this bottling—
the first vintage for an ambitious new property with 
initial winemaking overseen by Greg Brewer. Well-
integrated flavors of boysenberry, elderberry, anise 
and Earl Grey tea complete the picture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

93 Spear 2016 Gnesa Vineyard Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Very tightly wound and chalky 

with crushed seashell aromas on the nose, this bot-
tling shows additional aromas of yuzu, Asian pear 
and cherimoya. There’s a great sizzle of acidity and 
a grippy texture to the palate, where a vibrant frame 
meets with California sunshine, offering flavors of 
mandarin and pear flesh. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Tenuta Bellafonte 2012 Collenottolo (Monte-
falco Sagrantino). This opens with aromas 

of black-skinned berry, scorched earth and leather. 
The elegant, concentrated palate doles out red 
 currant jam, ripe blackberry, white pepper, clove 
and cinnamon tones alongside assertive tannins. 
Drink 2020–2030. Empson USA Ltd. Cellar Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

93 Three 2015 Bigelow Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). A dash of spicy oak livens this big, 

ripe and fruity wine from the aromas through the 
flavors and on through the finish. Notes of toast, 
nutmeg and cedar blend seamlessly with raspberry 
and ripe plum, while firm tannins and full body give 
it a good sense of weight and structure. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $34 

93 Trefethen 2015 Family Owned Estate Grown 
Merlot (Oak Knoll District). This wine 

explodes with aromas of cinnamon stick and oak. 
The entry is thick and dense on impact, with pow-
erful, polished tannins. Dark  cherry, raspberry and 
dusty clove combine with ease around a palate of 
structure and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 Boeger 2015 Meritage (El Dorado). Beauti-
fully sculpted and well balanced, this full-

bodied and firmly textured Bordeaux-style blend 
fills the mouth with big flavors and thick velvety 
tannins. It has excellent concentration, tasty black 
cherry, cranberry and bay leaf flavors and a light 
touch of oak spice that blends well with the layers 
of fruit. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

92 Chamisal Vineyards 2016 Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Fresh and bright aromas of wild 

lime, chilled melon, Meyer lemon rind and a bit of 
toast make for a very inviting nose. With this bot-
tling, the Edna Valley-based winery is branching 
out to other regions. The palate is tightly woven 
with zippy, sharp acidity, showing flavors of pomelo 
and Asian pear. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

92 Decugnano dei Barbi 2016 Villa Barbi (Orvi-
eto Classico). White spring blossom, apple 

and aromatic herb scents lead the way in this lovely 
white. The round, medium-bodied palate doles out 
ripe pear, citrus and white peach notes. Fresh acid-
ity brightens the rich flavors while a tangy saline 
note lifts the finish. Foley Family Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

92 Hermann J. Wiemer 2016 Estate Bottled 
and Grown Dry Riesling (Seneca Lake). 

Ripe stone fruit, rose and wet stone aromas show 
intensely on the nose. There’s great presence to the 
medium-bodied palate, which boasts ripe, juicy fla-
vors of apple skins and peach. A delightfully astrin-
gent mouthfeel is highlighted by white tea tannins 
on the lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 
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92 Iron Horse 2015 Home Block Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). Sublime in mint and forest 

floor tones, this is a seductively robust wine that’s 
rich and rewarding on the palate but never loses its 
sense of balance and place. Spicy and fresh, it is car-
ried by soft, velvety tannins and lingers on a black 
licorice note. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $85 

92 J. Lohr 2016 Arroyo Vista Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). Tight-grained oak aromas meet with 

lemon rind, lime blossom and a touch of smoke on 
the nose of this bottling. The savory palate is remi-
niscent of smoked chicken in a lemony herb sauce, 
dusted with sea salt and framed with a solid struc-
ture and acidic verve. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 J. Lohr 2015 Tower Road Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). Intriguing, deep and dark on the 

nose, this bottling offers aromas of root beer, black-
cherry sauce and vanilla. Framed by upright yet pol-
ished tannins on the palate, fresh flavors of black-
berry and blueberry are lifted by vanilla spice. This 
is an easy-to-like, yet heavy-duty, wine. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

92 Obsidian Ridge 2015 Estate Grown Obsidian 
Ridge Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 

Hills Lake County). This smells and tastes like a clas-
sic California Cabernet. It’s full of spicy oak aromas 
and big, ripe fruit flavors supported by firm tannins 
for a rich, mouthcoating effect and a lingering fin-
ish. Grown in a high-elevation vineyard and aged in 
all Hungarian oak barrels, it will be best after 2023. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

92 Opolo 2016 Summit Creek Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). Candied red cherries, dried lilacs, 

salt and pepper show on the nose of this solid bot-
tling from the longtime Zinfandel producer. The 
palate is a pleasing mix of flavors, from Concord 
grape and vanilla dust to purple flowers and baking 
spice. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $19 

92 Renwood 2015 Premier Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Amador County). Smoky, charcoal aromas 

lead to rich, concentrated flavors of blueberry and 
dark chocolate in this full-bodied, well-structured 
wine. It has an intensity of black-fruit flavors and 
a density of fine-grained tannins that is rare for the 
variety and bodes well for improvement over time. 
Best after 2023. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 Rodney Strong 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Effusive in peach flavor 

and aroma, this is a lovely wine, sizzling in crisp, 
focused acidity and additional flavors of orange, 
strawberry and grapefruit. Light in body, it finishes 
on a flourish of Meyer lemon zest. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

92 Rowen 2014 Red (Sonoma County). From 
a Cooley Ranch site situated at 2,000 feet 

in elevation in the far north of the county, this is 
an unusual blend of 57% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
22% Malbec, 16% Syrah, 4% Viognier and 1% 
Petit Verdot. Together, they hum along seamlessly, 
a thick juicy expression of black cherry and berry 
integrated in oak, with accents of dried herb, vanilla 
and clove that’s cloaked within a smooth texture. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Spear 2016 Estate Grown Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Plump aromas of daffodil, toasted 

sourdough, hot sand and roasted nuts are cut by 
lemon rind on the nose of this estate bottling. The 
palate is laser-focused and grippy, with flavors of 
preserved lemon, sea salt, tart apple and a light but-
terscotch touch on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 
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92 Terra d’Oro 2016 Deaver Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Amador County). Spicy and full bodied, 

this wine comes from a vineyard planted in 1881. It 
is full of ripe fruit flavors, with dashes of black pep-
per and wood smoke that give it extra dimension. 
Firm tannins and good acidity keep it well balanced, 
while blackberry and violet flavors coat the tongue. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

92 Three 2015 Live Oak Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). Opulent fruit flavors take center 

stage in this full-bodied, smooth-textured wine. It 
practically oozes blackberry and boysenberry in the 
aroma and also delivers lush, rich berry tones on 
the palate. The mouthfeel is broad, and the finish 
lingers. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $36 

p i n o t  n o i r

92 Urlar 2015 Pinot Noir (Wairarapa). A Pinot 
Noir of elegance and complexity at this price 

is a relatively rare find these days. This wine, from 
the biodynamically farmed vineyards of this family-
owned winery at the bottom of the north island, 
shows a lovely balance of bright fruit and savory 
characters. Aromas and flavors of red currant, 
strawberry leaf, rhubarb and flowers are wreathed 
in savory, sinewy tannins and tangy acidity. Drink 
now–2023. Atlas Imports. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Valduero 2015 I Unacepa (Ribera del Duero). 
Toasty oak and mint aromas infuse a sense 

of darkness to the nose of this full-bodied wine. 
Bold acidity cuts through the woody weight to give 
balance on the palate, with flavors of berry and cas-
sis. This is dry and substantive on the finish, which 
tastes of salt, baking spices and more berry fruits. 
Drink through 2028. South River Imports, LLC. Cel-
lar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Wild Thing 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Men-
docino). A wonderful, deep blackberry-jam 

aroma and equally expressive fruit flavors on the 
palate give this wine a lot of enjoyment. This feels 
full and firm, with tones of blackberry, boysenberry, 
baking spice and dash of oaky complexity from 35% 
new barrels. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

91 Anaba 2015 Dutton Ranch Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). From Mill Station and Shop 

Block—two exceptional properties farmed by the 
Duttons—this wine opens awash in anise and wild-
flowers, with bright, steely acidity. Lemon, orange 
and green apple flavors define the palate, tempered 
by an underlying lushness of fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

91 Campuget 2017 1753 Syrah-Vermentino Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). This pale salmon-hued 

rosé is redolent of plump white peaches, raspber-
ries and red cherries. It’s concentrated and luscious, 
with a delightfully textured grip. Fresh acidity and 
touch of crushed-stone lend vitality to the finish. 
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Château la Gordonne 2017 La Chapelle 
Gordonne Tête de Cuvée Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Named after the chapel at the Gordonne 
vineyard, this wine—which is relatively deep-pink 
in color for a Provence rosé—is soft, packed with 
ripe red-berry fruits and a generous richness. A 
touch of spice gives it a rounded finish. Drink now. 
Vranken Pommery America. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Château Miraval 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Still owned jointly by Brad Pitt 

and Angelina Jolie, this beautiful estate has pro-
duced a rich, full wine. Made for the owners by the 
Perrin family of Château de Beaucastel in the Rhône 
Valley, this wine exhibits great sophistication, with 
rich caramel and strawberry fruit and spice. Drink 
now. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 
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91 Château Val Joanis 2017 Joséphine Rosé 
(Luberon). Perfumed notes of raspberry and 

red currant are juxtaposed by bramble and crushed 
stone on the nose of this elegant rosé. It’s irresist-
ibly juicy—full of red berry and cherry flavors yet 
revitalizing and fresh, with a cooling salt- and min-
eral-laced finish. Foley Family Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 Château Vannières 2017 Rosé (Bandol). Dom-
inated by Mourvèdre, this rich but pale rosé 

is spicy, perfumed and full bodied. This young wine 
is textured and intensely fruity. Drink from late 
2018. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Decoy 2017 Rosé (California). Lively citrus 
aromas on the nose transition to tangy grape-

fruit and cranberry flavors on the palate. There is 
great energy and concentration to this medium-
bodied rosé with a surprising amount of depth. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Goldeneye 2015 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
This is a full-bodied, ripe and mouthfilling 

wine that offers generous black-plum and black-
cherry flavors, a smooth texture and a lingering fin-
ish. The aroma is nicely spiced in new oak accents 
that meld well with the black fruits on the palate. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

91 I Veroni 2016 I Domi (Chianti Rufina). Made 
from organically farmed grapes, this blend 

of 90% Sangiovese, 5% Canaiolo and 5% Colorino 
offers heady aromas of red berry, purple flower and 
exotic spice. The smooth, delicious palate deliv-
ers ripe strawberry, crushed raspberry and licorice 
notes framed in elegant tannins. Drink through 
2020. Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine Merchants. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

91 J. Lohr 2016 October Night Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). Baked apple, lime pith, butter-poached 

pear and almonds show on the nose of this ripe bot-
tling. There is a tightly wound texture to the pal-
ate, carrying flavors of apple and nectarine, with a 
citrus-driven grapefruit pith finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 J. Lohr 2015 Hilltop Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). This wine is bursting in lavish aro-

mas of blueberry, black currant and fudge that lead 
into a palate full of mouthcoating tannins and solid 
acidity. Blackberry, black plum and dried herb fla-
vors complete the picture. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

91 Jason-Stephens 2013 Swing Carménère (Santa 
Clara Valley). This variety is rarely found 

in California. Strong aromas of tobacco, river 
rocks, black peppercorns, dried herbs and rustic 
 elderberry dominate the nose. The palate is full of 
herbs, spice and crushed rocks, yet rounded by dark 
berries, oak, coffee and crème brûlée to make a com-
plete experience. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Jax 2016 Y3 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). This 
is a light, delicate white, with aromas of hon-

eysuckle and Meyer lemon zest. High in acidity, it 
invites green apple and pear flavors on the palate, 
bolstered by seasonings of lemongrass and ginger. 
It’ll please a crowd or excel at starting off a meal. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 
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91 L’Ecole No. 41 2015 Perigee Seven Hills Vine-
yard Estate Grown (Walla Walla Valley). 

Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 56% of this blend, 
with the balance Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Malbec 
and Petit Verdot. It’s locked up on first pour, with 
notes of barrel spice, dark chocolate, graphite, cas-
sis, green herb and purple flower. The palate brings 
abundant cherry flavors backed by brawny, slightly 
astringent tannins. It shows a lot more tannic heft 
than this vineyard is often known for, needing sig-
nificant time to settle in. Best after 2024. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 MacRostie 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
 Valley). Beautiful aromas of crisp cherry, 

raspberry and blueberry accentuate a this lean, 
light expression. The medium-bodied palate is 
undeniable earthy, with a well-measured balance of 
fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

91 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2016 South-
worth Estate Grown Chardonnay (Oak Knoll 

District). Jasmine and orange blossom aromas start 
off this wine. The palate brings spicy oak and melon 
flavors cut through by steely, bright acidity. Creami-
ness ultimately wins out on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

91 Millbrook 2015 Proprietor’s Special Reserve 
Pinot Noir (New York). An enticing mix of 

fresh berries, orange rind and herbs carries the nose 
of this reserve bottling. A plush, soft palate of red-
fruit flavors is bolstered by a grip of tannins and a 
bed of acidity. This is a well-structured Pinot Noir 
that offers nice length and persistence. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Nickel & Nickel 2015 John C. Sullenger Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). This is 

a high-toned wine from a site in the heart of the 
appellation. Dried herb and tobacco show up on the 
nose, with a hint of black olive. The densely packed 
flavors of dark cherry and black licorice lean into 
rich, supportive tannins and a lush finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $115 

91 Rococo 2017 Chenin Blanc (Santa Barbara 
County). Tight aromas of guava, nectarine 

and bubblegum show on the nose of this bottling 
by young winemaker Natalie Darr. The supple yet 
racy palate is framed by intensely bright acidity and 
a solid grip, delivering flavors of white cherry, fresh 
Pink Lady apple and rounded melon. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

91 Tokara 2017 Reserve Collection Sauvignon 
Blanc (Elgin). There’s a pleasant herbal edge 

that’s reminiscent of fresh-cut grass, white aspara-
gus and lemon verbena on the nose of this wine, 
backed by notes of yellow plum and preserved 
lemon. The medium-weight mouth offers superb 
concentration of citrus, pepper and minty fynbos 
characteristics that are countered by ample acid-
ity and a slight astringent, textured pithiness to the 
lingering finish. It’s hard to resist now, but should 
continue to hold well through 2021. Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co. Editors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Umani Ronchi 2017 CaSal di Serra (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). 

This wine’s enticing aromas of jasmine, Granny 
Smith apple and white peach float from the glass. 
The medium-bodied, concentrated palate doles 
out Bartlett pear, ripe grapefruit, ginger and sage 
touches alongside bright acidity and energizing 
mineral sensations. Drink through 2023. Vineyard 
Brands. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

91 Viader 2015 Proprietary Red (Napa Valley). 
Thick and broad-shouldered in ripeness, 

this hearty blend of 69% Cabernet Sauvignon and 
31% Cabernet Franc is accented by blackberry, 
tar, leather and coffee. The tannins are robust and 
youthful. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $175 
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91 Zinfandelic 2016 Zinfandel (Mendocino). This 
big but plush wine is deep in color, rich in 

blackberry aromas and saturated with ripe jammy 
flavors that spread across the palate and cling to the 
sides of the mouth. It is full bodied, very concen-
trated and has a ripeness that leaves a fruity sensa-
tion on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

90 Armida 2015 Maple Vineyards Zinfandel 
(Dry Creek Valley). From dry-farmed old 

vines, this wine is juicy and expansive in richly 
concentrated fists of dusty blackberry and toffee. 
There’s a welcome lift of freshness on the back pal-
ate that lingers on the finish in tones of clove and 
dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

90 Clouds Rest 2014 Allure Reserve Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This is made from grapes 

grown within the Petaluma Gap, now an appellation 
of its own. Heady notions of apple and pear rise on 
the nose, with seasonings of nutmeg and butter-
scotch emanating from the toasted oak. The lemon-
curd-like richness is well-contained. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

90 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2014 Madden Caber-
net Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). Nicely 

structured and with a solid focus on black-fruit 
character, this is a full-bodied wine that includes 
grapes from football great John Madden’s vineyard. 
It feels firm and well balanced, with everything in 
place. A lightly smoky, toasty aroma leads to a palate 
of rich cherry and blackberry flavors supported by 
firm tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Decugnano dei Barbi 2016 Mare Antico (Orvi-
eto Classico Superiore). Aromas of stone 

fruit and field flower lift out of the glass. Round and 
creamy, the fresh palate offers juicy white peach, 
Rennet apple and lemon zest flavors. A salty mineral 
note closes the finish. Foley Family Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Folie à Deux 2014 Zinfandel (Dry Creek 
 Valley). This is an expansively rich and 

layered wine, full bodied and bright in black cherry 
and blackberry, and with an underlying goodness of 
graham cracker crumble. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $20 

90 Freakshow 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
Big and spicy, this full-bodied wine is 

plump, mouthfilling and packed with ripe fruit fla-
vors. It has a rounded, soothing feel on the palate 
despite firm tannins, no doubt due to the extra-ripe 
plum, cherry and milk chocolate flavors that follow 
aromas of maple syrup, vanilla and cedar. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 I Veroni 2015 Quona Riserva (Chianti 
Rufina). Made from organically grown San-

giovese, this structured red opens with earthy aro-
mas of underbrush, violets, wild berries and dark 
spice. Firm and full-bodied, the palate doles out 
dried black cherry, licorice, chopped herb and oak 
notes framed by taut, close-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2023. Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine Mer-
chants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2016 Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This is a richly lay-

ered, tropical white wine that offers flavors of sweet 
oak, mango and pineapple. These fruit flavors are 
concentrated on the palate, balanced by well-honed 
acidity and underlying freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $31 
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90 Klinker Brick 2015 Marisa Vineyard Old Vine 
Zinfandel (Lodi). Peppery, smoky aromas 

lead to ample ripe fruit flavors in this full-bodied 
and rather complex wine. It shows the influence of 
new oak in the lightly charred aroma and spicy meat 
accents on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $30 

90 Lamoreaux Landing 2016 Round Rock Vine-
yard Riesling (Finger Lakes). Sourced from 

a five-acre plot on the east side of Seneca Lake, this 
Riesling is bright and focused on the nose in tones 
of limestone, white blossom, underripe peach and 
green apple. There’s a zesty feel to the light-bodied 
 palate, offering a well balanced mix of stone fruit 
and racy lime flavors. —A.P. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $24 

90 Lorenzi Estate 2014 Lopez Ranch Old Vine De 
Ambrogio Block Private Reserve Zinfandel 

(Cucamonga  Valley). The nose of this bottling from 
an old vineyard in Rancho Cucamonga carries aro-
mas of blackberry jelly on wet slate, with a touch of 
violets. The palate is rich and flavorful, with more 
blackberry paste, a dusting of cracked pepper and a 
warm toast tone, framed by decent acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Estate Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). This 

wine shows exuberant aromas of baked cherry, gin-
gerbread, clove, cardamom and vanilla on the rich, 
heady nose. It tightens up on the sip to focus on 
thyme, oregano, rose petals and potpourri flavors, 
though the vanilla and cherry do flash on the finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Estate Vineyards 
Valley View Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Santa Ynez  Valley). Aromas of plum, black cherry, 
spice cake and turned earth show on the nose of this 
bottling from a vineyard that’s just east of Solvang 
and overlooks the Santa Ynez River. Boysenberry 
and plum flavors meet with oregano, lilac, tobacco 
and leather touches on the sip, which is upheld by 
sticky tannins yet remains lighter bodied. It is a ver-
satile Cab for food. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Marimar Estate 2014 Mas Cavalls Doña Mar-
garita Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

This estate-grown wine is tannic and tightly wound, 
savory in nature with a moderate build and struc-
ture. Forest floor is prominent and persistent, with 
streaks of raspberry that brighten. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47 

90 Michael David 2015 Earthquake Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Lodi). This wine is big, broad 

and deep. There are wood-smoke and tobacco aro-
mas along with blackberry and black-cherry flavors. 
The body is full and thick but there are soft tannins 
in the texture. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $26 

90 Michael David 2015 Earthquake Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Superrich aromas and deep satu-

rated fruit and oak flavors make this extremely-full-
bodied wine hard to resist. It has spicy smoky beefy 
aromas, nearly sweet flavors of dried plums, dates 
and blackberry jam and a mouth-coating texture 
that leads to a lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $26 

90 Mikami Vineyards 2015 Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Richness and ripeness define this extremely 

flavorful, full-bodied and smooth-textured wine. It 
overflows with blackberry jam, milk chocolate and 
maple syrup flavors while an almost thick texture 
coats the sides of the mouth. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $39 
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90 Millbrook 2016 Pinot Noir (New York). This 
earthy Pinot Noir brings loads of forest 

floor, bramble berry and pepper spice to the fore. 
There’s power and depth to the palate, with ripe 
berry fruit flavors that transition to a peppery, dry 
finish. A grip of tannins offers plenty of support. 
Drink from 2020 as this softens with age. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Neyers 2016 Left Bank Red (Napa Valley). 
A 50-50 blend of Merlot and Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this wine is robust in cedar, dried herb 
and peppercorn aromas and hints of flavor. Thick 
extracted layers of grippy texture are highlighted in 
blueberry and dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

90 Neyers 2016 Vista Luna Zinfandel (Borden 
Ranch). This is a well-made, full-flavored 

and firm-textured wine that offers fresh raspberry 
and cherry aromas, generous flavors and moderate 
tannins that give a little grip to the mouthfeel. Good 
balance and a little restraint in ripeness make it 
especially appealing. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

90 Niner 2016 Reserve HH Estate Grown Gre-
nache Blanc (Paso Robles). Very clean and 

inviting lines of melon, pear, wet stone and chalk 
kick off the nose for this bottling from a vineyard 
adjacent to the winery near a heart-shaped oak 
grove popular for wedding proposals. Flavors of 
toast, Gravenstein apple and cherimoya show on 
the tightly woven sip, leading into a graham cracker 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Saint Clair 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This wine flexes its muscles in a 

totally lovable way, offering up a heady mélange of 
pineapple, grapefruit, fresh bell peppers, grass and 
some salty sea air. The acidity is crisp and zingy, 
balanced by a slightly slippery texture and finish-
ing on a pleasing grapefruit note. E & J Gallo. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Smith & Hook 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Central Coast). Always one of the more 

compelling bottlings for the price each year, this vin-
tage shows deep plum, black cherry and vanilla on 
the welcoming nose. The mouthfeel is impressively 
thick and the firm texture quite gravelly, carrying 
flavors of black fruit, roast beef and black pepper. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

90 Starmont 2015 Chardonnay (Carneros). 
This offers tremendous value. It is oaky on 

the nose and voluptuously balanced in green apple, 
citrus and fresh uplifting acidity. The freshness and 
lightness win the day and make this a food-friendly 
deliciously balanced wine. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Starmont 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
This is such an exuberantly fresh, focused 

and delicious wine. Floral as a strawberry patch in 
summer, it shows bright spicy flavors that lean into 
dried herb and blood orange with length and grace. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

90 Terlato 2016 Pinot Grigio (Friuli Colli Orien-
tali). Heady aromas of pear, beeswax and 

white spring flower take center stage in this lovely 
white. The medium-bodied palate doles out white 
peach, citrus and almond flavors, with fresh acidity. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 
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90 Tokara 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). Bright, crisp and clean, this has a 

classic Sauvignon Blanc character of vibrant citrus 
aromas and flavors that are framed by notes of grass 
and melon rind. It’s just shy of medium weight, with 
zippy acidity that shines alongside the lively flavors 
of fresh-cut grass and juicy citrus supremes. Enjoy 
it now through 2019 for its sunny, forward person-
ality. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Upshot 2015 Red (Sonoma County). 
Sourced from throughout the county, this 

approachable wine is a blend of 44% Zinfandel, 
29% Merlot, 15% Malbec, 7% Petit Verdot and 5% 
Riesling—not something one sees every day. Leather 
and tobacco lean forward aromatically, as red and 
black fruit mingle along a smoothly integrated well-
made frame of lushness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Cardigan Bay 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This wine is a lovely melting pot 

of fruit, vegetal, herb and mineral notes. Citrus and 
pineapple aromas and flavors are layered in stalks, 
dried green herbs, flint and wet stones. Slightly vis-
cous in texture, it finishes with a long, lemony tang. 
Mack & Schuhle Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Dianella 2015 Riserva (Chianti). Made from 
95% Sangiovese and 5% Colorino, this 

opens with dark berry, baking spice and leather aro-
mas. The firm palate offers dried black cherry, clove 
and raw almond touches alongside polished tannins. 
Drink through 2021. Santa Maria Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 The Crusher 2015 Red Wine Blend (Califor-
nia). This blockbuster wine is packed with 

smoky, oaky aromas, extremely ripe and spicy fla-
vors of dark chocolate, coffee bean and blackberry, 
and has a full body backed by firm tannins. It’s 
almost larger than life and fun to taste. Its secret 
ingredient is 51% Tempranillo grapes. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Day Owl 2017 Rosé (California). This is a 
ripe and relatively full-flavored wine made 

from Barbera that offers somewhat richer fruit fla-
vors than many of its peers and a lush mouthfeel. 
The peach and apple flavors are vivid, and good 
acidity keeps it lively on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Piccini 2015 Collezione Oro Riserva (Chianti). 
This blend of 90% Sangiovese and 10% 

Cabernet Sauvignon opens with wild berry, blue 
flower and baking spice scents. On the juicy, enjoy-
able palate, polished tannins lightly support mature 
plum, black cherry and toast notes. Drink through 
2019. Foley Family Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 The Crusher 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). An oaky smoky character pervades 

this full-bodied wine from the aromas of charred 
wood to flavors like grilled beef, black cherry and 
dark chocolate. It’s a well-made full-bore wine 
that’s unapologetic. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 The Winery At Holy Cross Abbey 2015 Merlot 
(Colorado). The smoky nose shows aromas 

of black pepper, tobacco and leather. Ample acid-
ity on the palate is highlighted by juicy blue fruit 
flavors, alongside green tobacco leaf, black pepper 
and wood smoke with spicy, gritty tannins. This fin-
ishes on strong notes of leather over cranberry and 
smoked pepper. —F.A. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $26 
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87 William Weaver 2016 Tattoo Girl Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). Pale salmon in color, light aromas 

of watermelon and cherry pie are followed by lightly 
sweet-seeming strawberry and cherry flavors with a 
dry finish. It’s a straightforward easy drinker. —S.S. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $13 

BEST BUYS

90 Alexander Valley Vineyards 2014 Tempta-
tion Zinfandel (California). This is a gutsy, 

spicy dry wine with intriguing black-pepper aromas, 
and beefy, lightly smoky flavors backed by plenty of 
blackberries. It has a firm texture suitable for the 
biggest proteins. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $14 

90 Bogle 2015 Petite Sirah (California). This 
is a dramatic full-bodied wine that is very 

concentrated in flavor, very tannic in texture, but 
nevertheless finds good balance. It has meaty beefy 
smoky aromas, rich blackberry and black-pepper 
flavors and a lingering finish. It’s one more pearl on 
a long string of great values by Bogle, and should age 
well through at least 2023. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

BEST BUYS

90 Charles & Charles 2017 Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). This wine is a pretty, pale-salmon color. 

Aromas of strawberry bubblegum, herb, tropical fruit 
and citrus peel lead to dry fruit flavors, full of papaya, 
guava and pink-grapefruit notes with a tart finish. It 
flat-out delivers. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $12 

90 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Chardonnay (Cali-
fornia). Spicy and oaky in a delicious mea-

sured way, this full-bodied and nicely balanced 
wine backs up the toast, butter and bread dough 
aromas with generous ripe apple, pear and toasted-
almond flavors for a complex and complete picture. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $12 

90 Gainey 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Green apples, freshly cut grass and 

slightly sweet white flowers invite the nose into this 
bottling, one of the best white wines for the money 
in the state. A strong grip grabs hold of the pal-
ate immediately, demanding attention for the ripe 
green-pear and tangy citrus flavors, all framed by 
powerful acidity. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Kirkland Signature 2014 Meritage (Napa 
Valley). This is a crazy deal for the quality, 

a blend of 47% Merlot, 32% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
13% Cabernet Franc, 4% Petit Verdot and 4% 
 Malbec. Sanguine, it offers a broad, expansive palate 
of polished tannin, cedar and crisp red fruit that’s 
dusted in spicy clove and tobacco. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

90 Three Thieves 2016 Chardonnay (California). 
Extremely rich and creamy, this full-bodied 

Chardonnay has abundant baking-spice and butter 
aromas, and ripe fruit flavors reminiscent of Anjou 
pears and buttercream. It’s nice and fat in texture, 
reasonably dry but mouthfilling and soothing on the 
palate and during the lingering finish. The Thieves 
are on a roll with Pinot Noir and Chardonnay at 
great prices. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

90 Toad Hollow 2017 Eye of the Toad Dry Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). This is a 

highly drinkable offering, with notes of strawberry 
and cherry that are inviting and creamy. Focused 
acidity quenches the palate and brings further high-
lights of grapefruit and watermelon. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 
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BEST BUYS

89 Brotte 2016 Esprit Barville (Côtes du Rhône). 
This elegantly perfumed, structured wine 

has savory nuances of moss, herb and toast. The 
palate is concentrated but restrained, suggesting 
bright blackberries and black plums, framed by 
crisp acidity and fine, persistent tannins. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Indaba 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). This crisp, clean white offers upfront 

scents of freshly dried grass, orange peel, lemon cus-
tard and fresh mint. The palate shows great balance 
between the flavors of ripe apple flesh, strawberry 
hull and bright, citrusy acidity, while the herbal 
inflections return to accent the medium-length fin-
ish. Drink now. Cape Classics. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Pra Vinera 2015 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This full-bodied wine is a ter-

rific value. It blends smoky, spicy oak nuances with 
rich black-cherry and blackberry flavors so that 
the result is a tasty, savory richness. It starts with 
toasted bread and cedar in the aroma, then gains 
lots of concentrated fruit on the palate amid moder-
ate tannins and finishes with lingering spices. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $10 

BEST BUYS

89 Zolo 2017 Sustainably Farmed Estate Grown 
and Bottled Malbec (Mendoza). Wiry plum 

and berry aromas are sassy in front of a plump, 
slightly rubbery-feeling palate. Roasted blackberry 
and savory oak flavors give this Malbec a meaty pro-
file. Leftover weight with verve make for a full but 
lively finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $12 

88 Barton & Guestier 2017 Petite Nancy Sau-
vignon Blanc-Sémillon (Bordeaux Blanc). 

Juicy, fruity and with a good balance between acid-
ity and crisp apple flavors, this wine is ripe and 
full of fruitiness. It has a zesty tang as well as some 
minerality that balances the great fruit. Drink now. 
Barton & Guestier USA. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Bieler Père et Fils 2017 Sabine Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). This blend of Grenache 

and Syrah is soft and bright, with plenty of red-
berry and currant flavors. Its fruitiness and bal-
anced acidity make for an immediately attractive, 
easy wine. Drink now. Trinchero Family Estates. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

BEST BUYS

88 Bogle 2015 Pinot Noir (California). This 
full-bodied wine has spicy-sweet aromas, 

nicely ripe cherry and berry flavors and a fairly soft 
smooth texture. It’s one of the best California Pinots 
for the money. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

88 Campuget 2017 Tradition Rosé (Costières de 
Nîmes). Delicate in both aroma and flavor, 

this pale-pink rosé offers perfumed cherry blossom 
and crisp red cherry and raspberry notes. While dry 
and full in body, it’s refreshingly mineral, bright-
ened by juicy, lemony acidity. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Piccini 2016 Mario Primo (Chianti). This pli-
ant, savory red opens with fruity aromas 

of crushed red berry and a whiff of dark spice. The 
bright, supple palate doles out succulent red cherry, 
crushed raspberry and a hint of clove alongside soft, 
supple tannins. This is delicious and enjoyable in 
the near term. Foley Family Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 



BUYINGGUIDE

18  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  JULY 2018

BEST BUYS

86 Piccini 2016 Orange Label (Chianti). This 
informal, everyday red offers wild berry and 

dark spice aromas and flavors. It’s fresh and simple 
but well made, with soft tannins. Drink now. Foley 
Family Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

87 Avalon 2015 Blend (California). Big and 
smooth, this well-polished wine seems to 

melt on the palate, releasing lush cherry, berry and 
milk chocolate flavors. It’s soft in terms of acidity 
and low in tannins. It’s made from 54% Zinfandel 
blended with Cabernet Sauvignon, Tannat and Petite 
Sirah. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Finca El Origen 2017 Estate Malbec Rosé 
(Mendoza). A Provence-pink look helps 

this powdery smelling Malbec rosé give off a sense 
of simple freshness. Nice acidity and good balance 
amp up the wine’s palate, while this is citrusy in 
flavor, with a hint of red fruit. Carolina Wine Brands 
USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

BEST BUYS

87 Three Thieves 2016 Pinot Grigio (California). 
This light-bodied wine balances fresh ripe 

fruit aromas and flavors against good crisp acidity. 
It has a refreshing mouthfeel that’s partly rich and 
partly tart, and a very clean finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

85 Bodegas Faustino 2017 VII Viura (Rioja). 
 Basic aromas of apple and lime are yeasty. 

This everyday Viura feels angular and lean, with 
tangy acidity. Simple flavors of green apple and cit-
rus are a touch salty prior to a tart and zesty finish. 
Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 Kirkland Signature 2017 Ti Point Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). Considering its aston-

ishing low price, this Sauvignon Blanc is perfectly 
quaffable. There’s the predictably clean citrus, 
guava, grass and green bell pepper notes along with 
a little texture on the ripe palate. DC Flynt MW 
Selections. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $7 

SPIRITS

89 Hill Billy American Bourbon Whiskey 101 
Proof (USA; HillBilly Spirits, North Charles-

ton, SC). This 100-proof Bourbon has a concen-
trated vanilla aroma, which is echoed on the drying 
palate alongside oak and hints of honey and black 
cherry. Adding water rounds it out, bringing more 
vanilla and honey forward, and finishing with ginger 
heat. Best Buy.
abv: 50.5% Price: $25

Continued from page 2

90 Sattlerhof 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Südsteier-
mark). Subtle notes of ripe lemon and net-

tle mingle on the nose. The palate remains resolutely 
light and is bright with lemon freshness, with a dry 
finish that closes on a herbal tisane note. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Gunter Triebaumer 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Burgenland). Earth and lemon unite on the 

nose. The palate comes in with immense freshness 
that is expressive and vivid despite its translucent 
lightness. Bright lemon is a constant feature from 
first whiff to dry finish. Magellan Wine Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Strauss 2017 Classic Sauvignon Blanc 
(Steier mark). Yellow plum is boosted by 

bright ripe notes of Amalfi lemon alongside some 
grassy hints. The palate has a similarly bright, 
fruity and expressive outlook. Zesty citrus domi-
nates the light dry body and leads onto a dry finish. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Wohlmuth 2017 Klassik Sauvignon Blanc 
(Südsteiermark). Ripe lemon zest and grass 

constitute the fragrant nose. The palate is zesty 
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and fresh and has invigorating brightness on a very 
light body. The grassy notes linger on the dry fin-
ish. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Zantho 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Burgenland). 
It introduces itself with a hint of passion 

fruit, a touch of grass. While the nose just teases, 
the palate gives bright lemon freshness and juicy 
yellow plum. This is bright, light, dry, fruit-driven 
and refreshing. Gonzalez Byass USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

GELBER MUSKATELLER

91 Weingut Christ 2017 Bisamberg Gelber Mus-
kateller (Vienna). Peach and honeysuckle 

notes on the nose are wonderfully heady and promis-
ing. They continue their merry fragrant dance on the 
light but expressive palate where zesty lemon fresh-
ness makes them even more expressive. The body is 
light and the finish is dry and utterly moreish. Carlo 
Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Jäger 2017 Gelber Muskateller Federspiel 
(Wachau). Grassy notes of lemon and lime 

play on the fragrant nose. They also dominate the 
palate with their spiky fragrant freshness and fill 
the head with vividness and verve. The body is very 
light but the flavors have a long lemony echo on the 
dry finish. Grand Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Schwarzböck 2017 Gelber Muskateller (Nie-
derösterreich). Tender honeysuckle notes 

on the nose lead onto a lemony palate that is bright 
with freshness. Lemon sets the tone with zesty 
verve on the very light, dry, utterly refreshing and 
fragrant body. Skurnik Wines, Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

90 Wohlmuth 2017 Klassik Gelber Muskateller 
(Südsteiermark). Tropical hints of mango 

and passion fruit create an enticing nose. The bone-
dry palate, on the other hand, pulls the focus com-
pletely onto lemon and citrus foliage. This is expres-
sive, light and wonderfully fragrant: a wine that 
transport you straight to summer with its weight-
less scent. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Nigl 2017 Gelber Muskateller (Niederöster-
reich). The merest hint of mango insinuates 

itself on the fragrant lemony nose. The bone-dry 
palate is less expressive in terms of fruit but makes 
up for this with vivid freshness and a light, breezy, 
almost weightless body: a perfect summer wine of 
very light feet. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $24 

89 Stadlmann 2017 Badener Berg Gelber Mus-
kateller (Niederösterreich). Honeysuckle 

and ripe Amalfi lemon make for a winning and fra-

grant combination on the nose. They also come 
together on the light dry body. Bright lemon is the 
central vivid seam on this almost weightless summer 
wine. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

88 Strauss 2017 Classic Gelber Muskateller 
(Steiermark). Only the merest glint of 

lemon meets the nose. Lemon also is the keynote 
on the light, dry and very refreshing palate. This is 
simple but summery and very fresh. KWSelection.
com. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

GRÜNER VELTLINER

92 Stadt Krems 2017 Ried Weinzierlberg Grüner 
Veltliner (Kremstal). A touch of ripe mira-

belle plum has fern and lemon freshness on the 
nose. On the palate there is a miso-like yeasty 
undertone, adding a counterweight to the freshness. 
It’s a very balanced, fresh but textured wine. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Familie Zull 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Weinvier-
tel). A touch of ripe yellow plum mingles with 

the savory sage and yeast notes of the nose. These 
become more intense on the palate where they are 
joint by fresh gentle yellow-apple notes. Yeast and 
fruit seem to boost each other but a peppery savori-
ness wins in the end. Alexander Vineyards. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Jurtschitsch 2017 Langenlois Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). Aromatic citrus foliage on the 

nose turns into fuller-fruited tangerine on the pal-
ate. There is a yeasty edge of savoriness, too, all 
streamlined by lemon and lime zestiness. A friendly, 
if light wine with a very appetizing dry finish. David 
Bowler Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Jurtschitsch 2017 Stein Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). A slightly reduced nose leads 

onto a slender palate which has a concentrated vein 
of salty yeasty miso-like savoriness. Bright lemon 
freshness creates bite and nuance and turns this 
into a light but streamlined, exciting little number. 
Moreish with a lovely salty finish. David Bowler 
Wine. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Nigl 2017 Freiheit Grüner Veltliner (Niederös-
terreich). Savory yeast and white pepper 

inform the pear and lemon notes on the nose. They 
carry through on the palate where their fluid unity, 
helped along the very slender dry palate by bright 
lemon freshness is most enticing. A rollicking, if 
light little wine with a lip-smacking finish. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

91 Schlosskellerei Gobelsburg 2017 Grüner Velt-
liner (Kamptal). Yeast, miso and green pear 

make for an appetizing nose. The evident spritz on 
the palate makes these flavors pop even more in the 
mouth where lemon freshness and white pepper 
frame the lovely pear fruit. This is slender, dry but 
very expressive. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

91 Sohm & Kracher 2017 Lion Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Subtle notes of green and 

yellow pear appear on the nose. They are joined by 
a tangy lick of tart citrus and spicy white pepper 
on the light, dry but utterly moreish palate. This 
is zippy, appetizing and totally moreish. Schatzi 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

90 Artner 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Carnuntum). 
Slight hints of moss and green pear on the 

nose intensify on the light but full-flavored, dry 
palate. Yeasty, miso-savory hints give a backdrop to 
lemon freshness and provide lovely texture. Vint-
ners Alliance. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

90 Der Pollerhof 2017 Frau Meyer Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). Sage, yeast, moss 

and fern all appear on the savory nose. They re-
appear with peppery subtlety on the light dry palate. 
This is archetypal, refreshing, easy Grüner with lots 
of flavor. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Domäne Gobelsburg 2017 Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). A salty touch of yeast appears 

briefly on the nose before green-pear notes take 
over. That salty pepperiness appears again fleetingly 
and teasingly on the very light, dry fresh palate, 
dominated by green-pear notes. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

90 H.&C. Nittnaus 2017 Heideboden Grüner 
Veltliner (Burgenland). A touch of yeast 

colors the sage and moss hints on the nose before 
lemon and green pear take over. It is lemon and pear 
that also play on the dry light palate. This is very 
refreshing, light and animating. GD Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Jäger 2017 Rid Klaus Grüner Veltliner Feder-
spiel (Wachau). An earthy touch blends in 

with very juicy pear notes on the nose. The palate 
counters this with ample vivid freshness that seems 
to unite white pepper, lime zest and green pear—a 
streamlined, slender but very refreshing proposi-
tion. Grand Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Johann Donabaum 2017 Johann Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). Both ripe yellow 

pear and wet earthiness appear on the nose and 
morph into a very salty soy and miso-like savori-
ness on the light but fluid, almost soft palate. The 
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dry finish has both pear and a touch of pepper. 
Winemonger. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

90 R&A Pfaffl 2017 Haid Grüner Veltliner (Wein-
viertel). Ripe pear and green moss notes 

combine on the nose. The very light palate has a 
salty miso-like backdrop of yeasty richness, cut by 
lemon freshness. This is dry, honest, refreshing and 
moreish. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

90 R&A Pfaffl 2017 Zeisen Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). And earthy hint of wet moss 

glosses over the pear fruit on the nose. On the light 
palate, a palpable spritz adds freshness while lemon 
notes reveal creamy plum notes: very refreshing. 
Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Ruttenstock 2017 Ried Reipersberg Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinviertel). Green pear and 

zesty lemon make for a very refreshing nose. This 
zippy style carries right through on the slender light 
palate where a little spritz keeps everything lively. A 
touch of white pepper fizzes on the dry finish. Select 
Wines Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Setzer 2017 Ausstich Grüner Veltliner (Wein-
viertel). Slight reduction on the nose gives 

way to very refreshing palate. Zesty citrus holds as 
much sway as green-pear peel and flesh. There is 
a slightly earthy salty edge to the dry fresh finish. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Soellner 2017 Toni Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). An earthy herbal note of moss 

and fern plays amidst the lemon and pear on nose 
and palate. The body is light, dry, easy and fresh. 
But that lovely herbal tang comes back on the 
refreshing finish. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

90 Soellner 2017 Wogenrain Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). Fresh juicy notes of green pear 

rise immediately. The palate adds a zesty element 
as well as herbal savor of sage. This is flavorsome, 
light-bodied, tangy and very refreshing with just a 
little bit of spritz to make it even more zingy. Wey-
gandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

90 Steininger 2017 Grünschnabel Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). Yeast, citrus pith 

and green pear all appear on the nose. They appear 
even more joyfully on the expressive lively pal-
ate where a little white pepper joins them. This 
is slender, dry and very refreshing with its sassy 
savory finish. KWSelection.com. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

90 Stift Göttweig 2017 Furth Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). Ripe pear has a lovely white 

miso savoriness about it on the nose. The palate, on 
the other hand, is far more fruity than savory. The 
pear fruit is edged by bright lemon on the light dry 
palate but on the finish that lovely miso tang reap-
pears. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Weingut Frank 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Wein-
viertel). Very appetizing, immediate notes 

of both fresh green and ripe juicy yellow pear make 
for an aromatic opening. They follow through on 
the light dry palate where a sage-tinged savoriness 
is joined by bright lemon. It is ideal aperitif mate-
rial with its refreshing mouthwatering lightness. 
August Wine Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

90 Winzer Krems 2016 Reserve Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). Notions of ripe juicy pear and 

yellow plum characterize the nose. The palate also 
displays a certain juicy lightness. This is up front, 
all about fruit and ease, with just a little pepper on 
the dry finish. Bayfield Importing Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Adolf & Heinrich Fuchs 2017 Grüner Veltliner 
(Burgenland). A touch of stone fruit and 

slight creaminess of color notes fresh pear. The pal-
ate has a lovely ripe lemon freshness and a sunny 
ripe notes of pear. The finish is dry, fruity and fresh. 
Leonard Kreusch, Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

89 Buchegger 2017 Holzgasse Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). The nose gives a mere 

glimpse of citrus freshness. The palate gives a fuller 
but still subtle picture with hints of green pear, sage 
and lemon. This is light, fresh and comes with a dry 
finish. David Bowler Wine. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

89 Der Pollerhof 2017 Galgenberg Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). A very slight but 

rather refreshing note of green pear appears on 
the nose. On the palate this is amplified with more 
intense notes of Conference pear, guided by lemon 
freshness to a dry moreish finish. Winemonger. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Domäne Wachau 2017 Terrassen Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). The nose only 

reveals the merest touch of fresh Conference pear 
peel but the palate fleshes out the green-pear fruit 
and adds a lovely zesty lemon tang to it. The body 
is slender and fluid, light and dry. Gonzalez Byass 
USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Dürnberg 2017 Falkenstein Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). A floral leafy fragrant fresh-

ness hovers above the green-pear notes on the nose. 
The palate ropes in this aromatic juiciness and adds 
a peppery verve on its light, easy-drinking but very 

refreshing body. The finish is dry and moreish. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Familie Zull 2017 Lust & Laune Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). A touch of fern 

appears among the pear and lemon notes of the nose. 
This tangy medley of flavors continues through on 
the tangy, refreshing and wonderfully light palate. 
Lots of bang for such a slender dry wine. It is an 
ideal aperitif or summer party wine. The Travelling 
Sommeliere. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

89 Jäger 2017 Selection Grüner Veltliner 
(Wachau). Some reduction plays on the 

nose. The palate comes in with gentle freshness, 
ease and absolute lightness. This is dry, fresh and 
has a lovely citrus tanginess on the finish. Grand 
Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Jäger 2017 Vorder Seiber Grüner Veltliner 
Federspiel (Wachau). Something earthy on 

the nose grounds the yellow pear notes. On the pal-
ate this earthy element has a phenolic pithy touch, 
adding interest to the very light and dry but fresh 
body. Grand Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

89 Markus Huber 2017 Hugo Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). A creamy touch joins the 

green-pear notes on the nose. A touch of fern, lemon 
and yeast come into the equation on the slender but 
fruitily fresh palate. This makes for a very light, dry 
but refreshing aperitif. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

89 Markus Huber 2017 Terrassen Grüner Velt-
liner (Traisental). A creamy, green freshness 

on the nose is reminiscent of lemon, aloe vera balm 
and greengage. The palate is light, and has that same 
gentle but greenish freshness. This is light, smooth, 
dry and very refreshing. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Müller-Grossmann 2017 Grosser Satz Grüner 
Veltliner (Kremstal). Tender notes of Con-

ference pear on the nose have the slightest touch of 
lemon zest. On the palate much more fruit becomes 
apparent. Green and yellow pear, juicy apple and ripe 
lemon all make an appearance. The result is a soft, 
fruity, dry and light wine. Carlo Huber Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Rabl 2017 Langenlois Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). The nose is shy but allows some 

glimpses of lemon and pear. The palate is very light, 
dry and easy, showing hints of salty yeast and bright 
fresh lemon. Natural Selection Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 
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89 Rabl 2017 Terrassen Grüner Veltliner 
( Kamptal). Lemon zest and green pear on 

the nose continue right through onto the light, fresh 
zippy palate where some pepper gives extra verve to 
the lemon notes. The finish is dry and refreshing. 
Natural Selection Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Ruttenstock 2017 Klassik Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinviertel). Ripe pear notes are met with 

savory yeasty richness on the nose. The dry zippy 
palate has that same salty tang and a whiff of pep-
per. This is juicy refreshing down-to-earth honest 
Grüner—a joy. Select Wines Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

89 Setzer 2017 Vesper Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Crushed sage and grass, 

green pear and lemon entice the nose. They follow 
though on the juicy but light palate where an earthy 
element gives a mellow backdrop to the savory fla-
vors. Pear fruit reasserts itself on the dry finish. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

89 Stadt Krems 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Krem-
stal). Ripe yellow pear on the nose is also 

apparent on the very easy light juicy palate. The 
slightly dilute palate benefits from tangy citrus on 
the dry finish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Steininger 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). 
Both green-pear and white-pepper notes 

appear on the nose. On the palate, subtle pepperi-
ness wins out. The body is light, dry and refreshing. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Wieninger 2017 Wiener Grüner Veltliner 
(Vienna). Crushed fern and sage, lemon and 

ripe pear make for an intriguing nose. The palate 
is juicy, guided on the slender light body by bright 
lemon freshness. The green savory note reappears on 
the dry finish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

89 Zantho 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Burgenland). 
Wet pebble and green moss waft past the 

nose and continue on the light but very citrus-driven 
palate. Bright lemon accentuates the lightness even 
more and makes the dry finish wonderfully fresh. 
Gonzalez Byass USA. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 Allram 2017 Strass Grüner Veltliner (Kamp-
tal). The nose has both a tangy and a 

creamy aspect and both are equally enticing. On the 
light easy palate, gentle pear fruit is supported by 
bright lemony freshness. The finish is dry and tangy.  
Vias Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Bründlmayer 2017 L&T Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Ripe yellow pear makes for 

an appetizing nose. The palate has the same friendly 
fruit, with a little more green-pear freshness. It is 
light, dry and easy. Terry Theise Estate Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $19 

88 Dürnberg 2017 L&T Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Lemon and green pear make 

a very slight appearance on the almost neutral nose. 
On the light palate, their image is clearer and refresh-
ing with a hint of Grüner’s herbal tang before ending 
in a zesty finish. Baystate Wine & Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

88 Landhaus Mayer 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). A whiff of passion fruit flick-

ers across the mind before ripe pear takes over. The 
very light palate is equally fruit driven with a gentle, 
ripe freshness across the very light dry palate. MS 
Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Loimer 2017 Lois Grüner Veltliner (Nieder-
österreich). Notes of juicy green pear char-

acterize the nose. The palate is less defined when it 
comes to fruit but is easy, fluid, fresh and very light. 
This is almost translucent in flavor and has a dry 
finish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $17 

88 Meinklang 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Burgen-
land). A riper hint, almost a touch of apri-

cot, joins the pear fruit on the nose. The palate is 
just as fruit-driven, again in that lemony fresh apri-
cot way, with a slight creaminess. The body is light 
and dry. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

88 Nastl 2017 Klassik Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Exuberant pear drop domi-

nates the nose. The palate adds lovely zesty lemon 
notes on a rather slender, light, dry and easy body. 
The finish reveals some savory yeastiness. Solstars. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Netzl 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Carnuntum). 
Hints of lemon zest and moss on the nose 

signal appetizing freshness. On the light palate, this 
freshness is helped along by a bit of spritz and more 
zestiness and a hint of yeasty pepperiness—very 
moreish. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 R&A Pfaffl 2017 vom Haus Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). The pear and stone fruit 

on the nose almost have floral hints. The palate also 
has an unusual tang of passion fruit. The finish is 
dry, vivid and fresh. Esprit du Vin. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Ruttenstock 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Lemon, fresh green pear and 

pear drop on the nose signal freshness and ease. The 
light dry body comes with a little spritz and zingy 
savory peppery freshness. This is archetypal easy 
Grüner for a crowd. Select Wines Inc. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12/1 L 

88 Schwarzböck 2017 Bisamberg-Kreuzenstein 
Grüner Veltliner (Weinviertel). Ripe yellow 

pear on the nose is also apparent on the very easy 
light juicy palate. The slightly dilute palate benefits 
from tangy citrus on the dry finish. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Stift Göttweig 2017 Messwein Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). The nose is rather 

closed but the palate gives glimpses of a soft lemon 
freshness on a light fluid body. This is easy and 
fresh. It is on the finish that more lemon and some 
salty yeast become apparent. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

88 Weixelbaum 2017 Stephanus Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). Aromatic green 

and fresh yellow pear combine to very appetizing 
effect on the nose. The palate is less overt in fruit 
but brings bright zesty citrus to the fore. This is 
refreshing, light, slender and dry. H. Mercer Wine & 
Spirit Imports. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 Winzer Krems 2017 Kellermeister Privat 
Kremser Goldberg Grüner Veltliner 

( Kamptal). Green apple and pear drop on the nose 
reappear on the juicy easy-drinking palate, which 
has just a slight edge of sage savoriness. The finish 
is dry and refreshing. Bayfield Importing Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Dürnberg 2017 Getränk Grüner Veltliner 
(Weinland Österreich). Slightly muddied 

lemon and pear notes on the nose lead to a fresh 
easy light palate. They are joined by that charac-
teristic whiff of white pepper and a savory edge of 
sage. The finish is totally refreshing. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14/1 L 

87 Gruber Röschitz 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Wein-
viertel). Notes of yellow pear have a touch of 

juicy ripeness on the nose. The palate adds an earthy 
element but also lots of freshness. The finish is clean 
and dry. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Höpler 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Burgenland). 
Juicy yellow-pear notes dominate the nose. 

The light dry palate has lemon freshness and the 
merest touch of sage. USA Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Hugl-Wimmer 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Subtle notes of ripe yellow 

pear on the nose are toned down by lemon freshness 
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on the light easy-drinking dry palate. Lots of verve 
and juiciness make for an ideal aperitif or party 
wine. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Hugl-Wimmer 2017 Wimmer Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Slightly muddied notes 

of pear appear on the nose. On the dry light palate 
it is lemon that takes over and adds welcome verve 
and liveliness. Very refreshing and easy with a dry 
finish. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13/1 L 

86 Markowitsch 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Carnun-
tum). Some reduction clouds the pear fruit 

on the nose. The palate is light and dry but lacks 
focus and drive. A little lemon freshness colors the 
finish. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Rabl 2016 Käferberg Alte Reben Reserve 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). Lemon, pear 

and pepper are merely hinted at on the almost neu-
tral nose. On the palate, a creamy aspect takes the 
shine off the freshness and muddies the fruit a little, 
but the finish is dry and fresh. Natural Selection 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 135% Price: $NA 

86 Weingut Christ 2017 Bruch Grüner Veltliner 
(Vienna). Green pear and lemon have some-

thing high toned on the nose but soon calm down on 
the light easy palate. This is dry, easy, warming but 
fresh. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

RIESLING

92 Rabl 2016 Ried Schenkenbichl Reserve Alte 
Reben Riesling (Kamptal). A hint of apple 

juice mingles with ripe orange zest on the nose. On 
the palate, these notions turn to juicy, refreshing 
and aromatic notes of tangerine. With some weight 
to the midpalate, this is made for the table. It is 
moreish, aromatic and wonderfully fresh and long. 
Morandell Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Jäger 2017 Ried Steinriegl Riesling Federspeil 
(Wachau). With a glint of smoke and flint, a 

nose full of zesty citrus, the palate that echoes these 
notions perfectly. The palate is light, zesty, dry and 
very streamlined: a vivid shot in the arm for lovers of 
taut tangy dry Riesling. Grand Cru Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

91 Müller-Grossmann 2017 Steiner Point Ries-
ling (Kremstal). Subtle and fragrant notes 

of freshly cut Conference pear peel and juicy ripe 
pear flesh play on the nose. The same tender subtle 
freshness is evident on the palate where both yeasty 
creaminess and lemon brightness provide a most 

balanced backdrop—lovely. Carlo Huber Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Domäne Wachau 2017 Terrassen Riesling 
Federspiel (Wachau). Orange peel flashes 

its aromatic headiness from the glass. The palate has 
that same citrus focus: zesty lemon blends in with 
riper rounder notions of mandarin, orange and tan-
gerine. It’s clean, zesty, tangy and wonderfully aro-
matic, as well as exquisitely light and dry. Gonzalez 
Byass USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Markus Huber 2017 Terrassen Riesling 
(Traisental). Tender citrus notes on the 

nose hint at lemon zest and juice. The palate comes 
in with freshness, and is taut and light. Lemon 
freshness takes center stage and provides bright-
ness and toned lip-smacking fruit on the dry finish. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Schlosskellerei Gobelsburg 2017 Riesling 
(Kamptal). An earthy touch combines with 

the ripe lemon-zest notes on the nose. The palate 
focuses purely on lemon with a lip-smacking juicy 
core of freshness. This is light, dry, tart and tingling 
with refreshment and verve. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Stift Göttweig 2017 Furth Riesling (Krem-
stal). Heady citrus signals pleasure from 

the start. Tangerine, mandarin and pink grapefruit 
combine for a fruity zesty nose and palate. The body 
is streamlined, taut and light but with a pleasurable 
juicy vein of freshness and joy. This is light, dry and 
totally refreshing. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Jäger 2017 Achleiten Riesling Federspiel 
(Wachau). A lovely herbal tinge of chervil 

mixes with the lemony notes on the nose. The pal-
ate majors in lemon and has a light, dry and very 
lemony body. This is easy and refreshing. Grand Cru 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Esterházy 2017 Chardonnay (Burgenland). 
The nose is a mix of Golden Delicious apple 

and bright lemon. The palate picks up these notions 
and adds textural zesty pleasure while remaining 
resolutely dry, joyful and bright. This is an unusual 
but vivid Chardonnay with a lovely echo of pure 
lemon freshness. Wein Bauer Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Gunter Triebaumer 2017 Furmint (Burgen-
land). The first whiff of earthy ethereal 

herb signals something unusual. Fresh clear apple 
notes mingle with wet earth and lemon. The bright 

light but very fluid body has an arresting sense of 
fresh blood and an abundance of apple flavors. This 
is dry, light but visceral with a long echo. Magellan 
Wine Imports. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

90 H.&C. Nittnaus 2017 Heideboden Chardon-
nay (Burgenland). A subtle floral note of 

sun-ripened yellow plum makes for a charming if 
unusual nose for the variety. The palate has the cus-
tomary texture of Chardonnay but the fruit expres-
sion is one of ripeness, ease and freshness. The fin-
ish is completely dry and beautifully textured. GD 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Strauss 2017 Classic Pinot Blanc (Steier-
mark). A touch of white blossom joins 

subtle pear on the nose. This subtlety of flavor and 
expression carries right on through the slender, 
taut, fresh and light palate. There is something very 
fresh and tender here, a subtle wine for subtle food 
with a dry lemony finish. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Soellner 2017 von Gösing Roter Veltliner 
(Wagram). Ripe apple and juicy yellow plum 

create and appetizing fruity nose. The very light pal-
ate also swings and swirls with this aromatic ripe 
fruit but channels it with bright lemon zestiness. 
This is light, dry, very expressive and full of joy. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Strauss 2017 Classic Sämling (Steiermark). 
Subtle notes of white pear flesh are unusu-

ally fragrant on the nose. They are almost as expres-
sive on the fruit-driven, light, dry and translucent 
palate. This shimmers with subtle aroma and fresh-
ness and charms with its almost weightless body. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

87 Adolf & Heinrich Fuchs 2017 Skeleton Hárs-
levelü (Burgenland). A mere whiff of tender 

lemon freshness appears on the nose. The slender 
easy palate also benefits from that lemon freshness 
on its dry finish. Sovereign Brands. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10/1 L 

87 Artisan Wines DI Franz Scheider 2017 Pure 
Welschriesling (Burgenland). The freshness 

of green and yellow apple dominates the nose. The 
palate has an earthy inflection but is light, bright, 
vivid and dry. This is refreshing and easy with a very 
clean finish. Steep Hill Importing. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

ROSÉS

90 Markus Huber 2017 Zweigelt Rosé (Nieder-
österreich). Fresh strawberry and lemon 

entice on the nose of this pretty pale-pink rosé. The 
palate is juicy and vivid with lemon-zest notes which 
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frame the tender strawberry notions. This is lovely, 
dry and beautifully light: summer refreshment made 
manifest. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

90 Schlosskellerei Gobelsburg 2017 Cister-
cien Rosé (Niederösterreich). A pale pink 

with vivid notes of lemon zest and tender flavors 
of strawberry and cranberry. The slender palate 
has the same zesty poise as the nose and presents 
streamlined refreshment, pristine citrus and a dry 
lip-smacking finish—a most elegant rosé. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

90 Umathum 2017 Rosa Rosé (Burgenland). A 
deeper pink signals promising flavors on 

this vivid rosé wine. There is still a smoky hint of 
reduction on the nose but the palate has a real back-
bone of freshness and a phenolic edge that gives 
more expression to zesty lemon and tender red cur-
rant. This is a structured but light rosé that is made 
for the table. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Bründlmayer 2017 Zweigelt Rosé (Nieder-
österreich). The palest pink shimmers in 

the glass and gives notes of wet pebble and lemon. It 
is lemony freshness that remains the chief focus on 
the palate, just framed by notions of tart red currant. 
This is a lovely, dry, light and very refreshing rosé. 
Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 Höpler 2017 Pannonica Rosé (Weinland 
Österreich). This very pale rosé has an 

inviting nose of fresh lemon and ripe strawberries. 
The citrus-dominated palate is exquisitely fresh, 
light and dry. This is a pleasant summer breeze of 
a wine providing excellent refreshment. USA Wine 
Imports. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

89 Pratsch 2017 Rosé (Niederösterreich). 
Fragrant, lemon-scented and strawberry-

kissed, the nose on this pale rosé is very inviting. A 
touch of spritz gives a little tingle on the light and 
dry palate: summer in a glass. Winesellers, Ltd. Best 
Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

89 Steininger 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon Rosé 
(Niederösterreich). This very pale rosé just 

teases with its hints of berry on the subdued nose. 
These become evident as strawberry notes on the 
light, dry and very slender palate. This is light, fruity 
and spells summer refreshment. KWSelection.com. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Winzer Krems 2017 Zweigelt Rosé (Nieder-
österreich). Lemon and tart summer berries 

make for an appetizing nose on this pale-pink rosé. 
There is just a little spritz on the slender dry palate 
where notions of strawberry become evident. Light-

ness and freshness are its virtues. Saranty Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

88 Felsner 2017 Hesperia Rosé (Niederöster-
reich). Confected notes of pear drop and 

strawberry create a very open appetizing nose. The 
palate has a little spritz to keep things fresh on the 
zippy easy fruit-driven palate. With its light dry 
appeal, this is all about easy summer afternoons. 
Drink soon. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Hugl-Wimmer 2017 Zweigelt Rosé (Niederös-
terreich). Fresh notes of pear drop mingle 

with tender strawberry hints on the nose. On the 
very light and dry palate, the berry notes become 
more playful and expressive. This is totally summery 
and refreshing. Kysela Père et Fils. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 Nigl 2017 Zweigelt Rosé (Niederösterreich). 
Juicy hints of strawberry on the nose are as 

pretty as the pink glints in this joyful rosé. The pal-
ate complements the strawberry notes with earthy 
lemon and presents a light but rounded, refreshing 
summer wine with a dry finish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Zantho 2017 Pink Rosé (Burgenland). The 
nose is subdued on this pink wine, the pal-

ate comes in with lemony cheesecake notes and 
rounded freshness. This is easy, citrussy and dry, 
with notions of bottled strawberries. Gonzalez 
Byass USA. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

87 Artisan Wines DI Franz Scheider 2017 Pure 
Zweigelt Rosé (Burgenland). The nose on 

this very pale rosé is rather shy but the palate pres-
ents easy notes of lemon and red currant. This is dry 
and easy, both very light and very refreshing. Steep 
Hill Importing. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

PINOT NOIR

92 H.&C. Nittnaus 2016 Selection Pinot Noir 
(Burgenland). The nose is rather shy but 

slight notes of baking spice and pepper appear. The 
palate is pervaded by freshness and has a lovely, 
if shy, aromatic nature that combines tart cherry, 
plump strawberry and perfumed conifer. There is 
lovely balance and a joyful, if not obvious, juiciness. 
This is lovely and elegant. GD Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Höpler 2016 Pinot Noir (Burgenland). An 
lovely touch of wet earth joins softly floral 

notes on the nose. The palate has a soft texture, 
somewhere between silk and velvet, with lovely tart 
cherry fruit, both red, and black. This is a lovely, 

elegant and resonant proposition with a beautifully 
fresh finish. USA Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

91 Markowitsch 2016 Pinot Noir (Carnuntum). 
Gentle notes of cranberry and tart cherry 

mingle with a lovely earthy scent of undergrowth. 
The palate is equally gentle, pervaded by fresh-
ness, light bodied and imbued with the same earthy, 
autumnal berry fruit. This was made with a know-
ing, light touch so that the beautiful, pure fruit can 
express itself. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Meinklang 2016 Pinot Noir (Burgenland). 
The nose suggests juicy, ripe and even fleshy 

black cherry. The palate reins this in and adds the 
much-needed freshness to this ripe tone. The body 
is rounded but beautifully fresh, with pretty tart 
cherry and the slightest grip. The finish reveals 
beautiful balance. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Johanneshof Reinisch 2016 Pinot Noir 
(Thermenregion). A touch of reduction 

still clouds the nose. The palate comes in with soft 
notions of cherry and a light but sinuous body. This 
is gentle, easy and earthy with lots of freshness. 
Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

ZWEIGELT

91 Artner 2016 Klassik Zweigelt (Carnuntum). 
Aromatic pure cherry sends a message of plea-

sure and poise. This well-defined, precise and utterly 
fresh fruit blazes across the slender but dense pal-
ate that is outlined by freshness and verve. Purity 
is its virtue. Pleasure, seemingly, is its sole purpose. 
What a lovely, fresh and vivid wine. Vintners Alli-
ance. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

91 Markowitsch 2016 Rubin Carnuntum Zwei-
gelt (Carnuntum). A touch of peony plays on 

the ripe cherry fruit of the nose. The palate adds 
a touch of cinnamon to these enticing aromat-
ics and seamlessly weaves its sinuous, slender but 
concentrated way across the palate. This is elegant, 
moreish, fresh and shows just a little grip. It bridges 
the gap between easy charm and structured poise. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Netzl 2016 Rubin Carnuntum Zweigelt (Car-
nuntum). Aromatic ripe black cherry makes 

for a seductive nose. The palate subsumes this luxu-
rious fruit with freshness, backbone and poise. This 
is concentrated but not heavy. It is the purity of the 
fruit that plays the well-deserved starring role here. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 
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90 Hannes Reeh 2016 Unplugged Zweigelt 
(Burgenland). Cinnamon and vanilla are 

dense on the nose, denoting lots of oak on ripe red-
cherry fruit. The palate is concentrated and sump-
tuous in its marriage of oak, freshness and ample 
cherry. Oak tannins coat the mouth. This Austrian 
red has been given a very international treatment 
and style. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Johanneshof Reinisch 2016 Zweigelt (Ther-
menregion). Pure dark-cherry fruit on the 

nose is fresh but subdued. There also is an elusive 
floral note that defies being pinned down. The pal-
ate is one of juicy lightness, of cherry abundance 
pervaded completely by freshness. The body is light 
and easy but the flavors are sophisticated and pure. 
Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Umathum 2016 Zweigelt (Burgenland). 
Juicy black cherry on the nose still has a 

tinge of reduction. The palate makes up for this 
with juicy easygoing freshness that expresses its 
ripeness with ease and a light step. The finish is 
lip-smackingly fresh. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Zull 2016 Zweigelt (Niederösterreich). The 
nose shyly hints at blueberries. The palate 

adds lovely, fresh and pristine red cherry. Together 
they make an elegant, fresh and sinuously fluid wine 
that charms effortlessly. Magellan Wine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Gunter Triebaumer 2016 Zweigelt (Burgen-
land). Really ripe black cherry on the nose 

has a tinge of cinnamon. The palate plays a similar 
game of simple but juicy fruit augmented with some 
spiciness. This is juicy, fresh and easy. The finish 
reveals some almost stealthy grip. Magellan Wine 
Imports. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Meinklang 2016 Zweigelt (Weinland Öster-
reich). Both reduction and cinnamon play on 

the nose. The palate counters this with very fresh-
faced, juicy, easygoing red-cherry fruit. There is 
lovely freshness to balance all of this cherry fruit and 
something about this screams picnic, joy and fun. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

89 Netzl 2016 Classic Zweigelt (Carnuntum). 
A little reduction can still be sensed on the 

nose, but ripe dark-cherry fruit makes itself felt on 
the light but ripe and juicy palate. This is full of ease 
and freshness with a lovely dark brooding undertone. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 R&A Pfaffl 2017 vom Haus Zweigelt (Nieder-
österreich). Ripe black cherry has a lovely 

tinge of cinnamon and white pepper on the nose. The 

juicy palate plays with these flavors and swirls them 
with ease and lightness on the medium body. Cin-
namon and cherry also own the finish. Esprit du Vin. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

89 Winzer Krems 2016 Kellermeister Privat 
Zweigelt (Niederösterreich). Aromatic 

cherry notes are very shy on the nose. On the palate, 
they give a little fleshiness to a slender, easy, and 
juicy body. This is light, uncomplicated and shows 
a slight grip. The red cherry reappears on the dry 
finish. Saranty Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Dürnberg 2016 Bodenschatz Zweigelt (Nie-
derösterreich). Lifted ripe red-cherry notes 

on the nose carry right through to the palate with 
their joyful juiciness. This is easy-drinking but 
brimming with ripe cherry and freshness. Multiple 
U.S. importers. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Hannes Reeh 2016 Zweigelt (Neusiedlersee). 
Fleshy black cherry displays its ripeness 

on the nose. The palate has the same ripe juiciness 
but also a dollop of freshness to counter it. This is 
easygoing, utterly-fruit-driven and for immediate 
drinking. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Zantho 2016 Zweigelt (Burgenland). The 
nose is hazy with reduction but the palate 

shows cherry-ish uncomplicated fruit with ample 
freshness and juicy drive. This is light-bodied, easy-
going and fresh. Drink soon. Gonzalez Byass USA. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

BLAUFRÄNKISCH

92 Esterházy 2016 Blaufränkisch (Burgenland). 
Subdued but undoubtedly scented ripe 

blueberry fruit on the nose signals purity and plea-
sure. The palate is juicy, full but toned, and adds its 
characteristic touch of pepper to the proceedings. 
Everything is pervaded by freshness that gives both 
structure and outline. What a lovely honest juicy 
wine. Wein Bauer Inc. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

92 Iby 2016 Hochäcker Blaufränkisch (Mittel-
burgenland). A slight hint of reduction still 

hangs over the nose but gentle hints of blueberry 
shine through. The palate gives a full, ripe and juicy 
picture of blueberry, dark cherry and cinnamon. This 
is medium bodied, fresh, fluid and joyful. Pristine 
fruit is given free rein. What a joy. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

92 Muhr-Van der Niepoort 2016 Samt & Seide 
Blaufränkisch (Carnuntum). A gentle touch 

of cinnamon informs the subdued but fresh cherry 
fruit on the nose. The palate confirms this gentle 

fresh fruitiness that seems almost shy and a little 
reticent. There is something honest, something 
charming and shy about this with its just-ripe fruit 
and its pervasive but gentle freshness. Just allow 
yourself to be won over by its spicy unobtrusive 
charm. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

91 Jalits 2016 Blaufränkisch (Eisenberg). Aro-
matic cherry on the nose has a seductive 

hint of Amarena cherry. This scented fruit also 
dominates the slender but concentrated and juicy 
palate. There is gentle grip and backbone and 
ample freshness. This shows lovely balance and 
poise. It is serious without taking itself too seri-
ously. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Gunter Triebaumer 2016 Blaufränkisch (Bur-
genland). Luscious notes of ripe dark plum 

and black cherry on the nose lead to an equally fruit-
driven, almost sumptuous palate. This is soft, juicy, 
smooth and full of ripe dark fruit. There is a frame 
of ripe but grippy tannin and enough freshness to 
counter this plushness. Magellan Wine Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

90 Markus Altenburger 2016 vom Kalk Blau-
fränkisch (Burgenland). Dark, juicy and 

plump cherries on the nose carry right through to 
the palate where they are met with a snappy bright 
freshness that holds all of this pretty pure fruit in 
check. This is slightly rustic, even irreverent but 
it provides freshness, fun and verve. This honest 
fresh-faced wine will put a spring in your step. 
Schatzi Wines. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Silvia Heinrich 2016 vom Weingebirge Blau-
fränkisch (Burgenland). The smell of ripe 

black cherry on the nose has brooding overtones. 
The palate frames this dark-cherry fruit in fresh-
ness that tones the medium body while oak lends 
luscious waves of cinnamon, cocoa and licorice. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Umathum 2016 Blaufränkisch (Burgen-
land). A touch of reduction still hovers on 

the nose. The palate comes in with the freshness 
of tart just-ripe red cherries. Freshness pervades 
and sets a lighter breezier tone. Nothing clouds 
the dense but fresh fruit—a very honest, juicy red. 
Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

89 Iby 2016 Classic Blaufränkisch (Burgenland). 
Reduction still clouds the nose but the ripe 

fruit of dark cherries shines underneath. That fresh 
fruit carries on to the palate where it is expressed 
with juicy uncomplicated ease. This is both joyful 
and honest. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 
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89 Meinklang 2016 Blaufränkisch (Weinland 
Österreich). There is a touch of milk choc-

olate and cocoa on the nose. The palate, however, 
tells of tart freshness and juicy cherry fruit. This is 
fresh, easy and juicy with a medium body and ample 
freshness. The most gentle tannins dry the mouth 
just a little on the finish. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

RED BLENDS

93 Gerhard Pittnauer 2015 Pannobile (Burgen-
land). Lifted notes of black cherry on the 

nose have the merest hint of tar and lead straight 
onto a juicy concentrated palate. The body is sinu-
ous, its density pervaded by leavening freshness. 
There is something honest and disarming here: The 
fruit is pure, nothing is overworked, this is a perfect 
picture of ripe fruit, handled honestly and expertly. 
Savio Soares Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Gerhard Pittnauer 2016 Pitti (Burgenland). 
An intriguing touch of salty licorice hangs 

over the nose before black-cherry notes reassert 
themselves. They burst on the juicy palate and 
deliver dense but easy pleasure, bags of fruit and 
tons of charm. This is medium bodied, dry, with a 
slight tannic grip. The finish is juiciness itself. Savio 
Soares Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Netzl 2016 Carnuntum Cuvée (Carnuntum). 
Beautifully pure notes of dark cherry and 

blueberry seem to have the slightest hint of cinna-
mon. The palate is very juicy, fresh, and brimming 
with that cherry and blueberry fruit. An easy but 
joyful medium-bodied dry red, this is for everyday 
pleasure. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Nastl 2016 Klassik Cuvée (Weinland Öster-
reich). Juicy notes of black cherry on the 

nose are just as honestly and clearly present on the 
fresh palate. The body is full-fruited, joyful and has 
a lovely backbone of tannin and grip. This is per-
vaded by freshness and comes fresh-faced with dis-
arming frankness. Enjoy. Solstars. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Hannes Reeh 2015 Heideboden Rot (Burgen-
land). Heady notes of roast chestnut, smoke 

and cinnamon suggest generous oak on this cherry-
like wine. The palate indeed mingles these notions 
with ripe juicy flavors of red cherry on a light, fluid 
and easy body. Drink soon. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

NORTHEAST ITALY
WHITE WINES

SAUVIGNON

94 Terlan 2016 Winkl Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of hay, tomato leaf, grapefruit, 

Alpine herb and wet stone lead the nose of this racy, 
mountain Sauvignon. Bright and elegant, it delivers 
citrus, pineapple, apricot and flinty mineral flavors 
while a fennel note backs up the finish. Vibrant 
acidity lends balance. Banville Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

94 Terlan 2015 Quartz Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Creamy and fragrant, this elegant white 

offers tomato vine, exotic fruit, wild mint and citrus 
zest aromas. The mineral-driven palate doles out 
flint, grapefruit and lemon drop flavors alongside 
tangy acidity. A savory, almost salty note graces the 
lingering finish. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

93 Andriano 2016 Andrius Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Crushed tomato vine, hay, goose-

berry, tropical fruit and a whiff of yellow stone fruit 
jump out of the glass. The delicious, tangy palate 
doles out juicy grapefruit, creamy peach and pine-
apple while crisp acidity brightens the rich flavors. 
A mineral note lends energy to the finish. Banville 
Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

93 Venica & Venica 2016 Ronco delle Mele Sau-
vignon (Collio). Pressed spring flower, citrus 

zest and dried herb aromas lead the nose of this 
wine. On the savory, elegant palate, a salty mineral 
vein underscores juicy grapefruit, honeydew melon 
and white peach flavors. Fresh acidity lends lift. 
Drink now for the bright fruit flavors or hold a few 
years for more complexity. Grand Cru Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

92 Ronco Blanchis 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). 
Hay, tomato vine, citrus and flint aromas 

merge together in this elegant, full-bodied white. 
On the bright, structured palate, a savory mineral 
vein accents juicy grapefruit, creamy white peach 
and chopped mint flavors, alongside fresh acidity. 
Arte Vino. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Jermann 2016 Sauvignon (Venezia Giulia). 
Savory, vibrant and fragrant, this has clas-

sic Sauvignon aromas of tomato vine, elderflower, 
grapefruit and crushed herb. The dry, linear palate 
boasts an intriguing blend of flavor and restraint, 
offering white peach, citrus and cantaloupe notes 
alongside bright acidity. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

90 Borgo del Tiglio 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). 
This structured, full-bodied white opens 

with delicate toasted oak and grilled herb aromas. 
On the firm palate, tangy acidity lifts dried apricot, 
fennel, toasted nut and grapefruit hints. It closes on 
a saline note. Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

90 Erste Neue 2017 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Quintessential varietal aromas of tomato 

leaf, green pepper and tropical fruit take center 
stage in this wine. On the palate, tangy acidity bal-
ances creamy white peach and juicy grapefruit notes 
while dill and thyme accents provide backup. T. 
Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Tiefenbrunner 2016 Turmhof Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Tomato leaf, elder flower, 

grilled sage and crushed stone aromas lead the nose 
of this wine. The savory, full-bodied palate offers 
grapefruit, lemon drop and crushed mint flavors 
alongside tangy acidity and a salty note. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

89 Andriano 2016 Floreado Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). This wine’s delicate varietal aromas 

of elderflower, crushed tomato leaf and citrus lift 
out of the glass. On the palate, crisp acidity under-
scores white grapefruit, pineapple and steely min-
eral notes. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Kurtatsch 2016 Kofl Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
This vibrant white offers elderflower, citrus 

zest and crushed stone aromas. The linear palate 
shows white grapefruit and thyme notes set against 
bright acidity, with a crisp finish. Wine Icons. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

87 Baron di Pauli 2016 Kinesis Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). This offers grilled herb, citrus rind 

and exotic fruit scents. The ripe, forward palate 
shows grapefruit, baked apple and mature peach 
flavors. Simple Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

87 Castel Sallegg 2017 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
This wine’s honeysuckle and tropical fruit 

aromas leap out of the glass. On the fresh, linear 
palate, a mineral hint accompanies grapefruit, pine-
apple and tomato leaf notes. Charles River Wine 
Company, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

86 Ca’ Ronesca 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). This 
has subtle aromas suggesting white spring 

flowers and citrus zest. The bright, simple palate 
evokes grapefruit, sage and a hint of beeswax. Fire-
lands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 
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FRIULANO

93 Raccaro 2016 Friulano (Collio). Enticing, 
delicate scents of tomato vine, exotic fruit 

and wild herbs fill the glass. On the full-bodied, 
savory palate, fresh acidity brightens ripe honey-
dew melon, creamy yellow apple, lemon drop and 
nutmeg flavors while a tangy mineral note lingers on 
the finish. Jan D’Amore Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Villa Russiz 2016 Friulano (Collio). Enticing 
scents of hawthorn, honeysuckle and white 

stone fruit mingle together in this elegant, struc-
tured white. The medium-bodied, savory palate 
delivers Bartlett pear, ripe apricot and lemon drop 
notes while a hint of bitter almond backs up the fin-
ish. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Venica & Venica 2016 Ronco delle Cime Fri-
ulano (Collio). This elegant and structured 

wine’s yellow stone fruit, almond, Spanish broom 
and Alpine herb aromas take shape in the glass. The 
full-bodied palate delivers ripe yellow apple, juicy 
citrus and toasted almond flavors. A savory min-
eral note caps off the finish. Grand Cru Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 I Clivi 2014 Brazan Friulano (Collio). This 
wine from 80-year-old Friulano vines 

opens with bread crust, citrus blossom and nut 
aromas. The bright, elegant palate delivers yellow 
apple, nectarine drop and almond flavors while fen-
nel and saline notes close the finish. It’s balanced, 
with fresh acidity. Weygandt-Metzler. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Tenuta di Angoris 2015 Friulano (Friuli Colli 
Orientali). Round and structured, this 

opens with yellow apple, hazelnut and graphite 
aromas. On the ripe, full-bodied palate, a hint of 
bitter almond underscores mature yellow pear and 
citrus-zest flavors. A salty note marks the finish. 
MS Walker. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

RIBOLLA GIALLA

91 Primosic 2014 Ribolla di Oslavia Riserva 
Ribolla Gialla (Collio). This unusual, deep 

amber-hued wine opens with toast, candied orange 
zest, dried herb, acacia and baking spice aromas. 
Those carry over to the intriguing, vibrant palate, 
along with dried apricot, ginger and toasted hazel-
nut hints. Bright acidity provides the backbone. 
Fans of orange wine will love it. Deutsch Family 
Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Jermann 2016 Vinnae Ribolla Gialla (Vene-
zia Giulia). Enticing field flower, citrus 

and yellow stone fruit scents come together in this 
vibrant white. The bright palate offers juicy tanger-
ine, creamy nectarine and apple flavors, along with 
a tangy saline hint. Crisp acidity gives it a clean, 
refreshing finish. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $34 

90 Primosic 2012 Oslavia Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Orange-hued, this opens with mature yel-

low stone fruit, baked biscuit and toasted nut aro-
mas. On the smooth palate, fresh acidity lifts dried 
apricot, orange rind and bitter almond flavors. A 
mineral note adds depth. It’s unusual but intrigu-
ing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

PINOT BIANCO

93 Terlan 2015 Vorberg Riserva Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). This full-bodied white is a 

clear demonstration of the extraordinary potential 
of Pinot Bianco in Alto Adige. It opens with delicate 
white flower and ripe orchard fruit scents while the 
creamy palate delivers mature apple, yellow pear 
and juicy citrus notes. It’s well balanced, with tangy 
acidity and a savory mineral vein that further ener-
gizes the finish. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

91 Russiz Superiore 2016 Pinot Bianco (Collio). 
Apple, white peach and honeyed nut sug-

gestions follow over to the round, ripe palate in 
this wine. Bright acidity lifts the rich flavors while 
a savory mineral note lingers on the finish. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Andriano 2016 Finado Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). This wine’s enticing green apple, 

citrus and spring blossom aromas follow through 
to its medium-bodied, savory palate, along with a 
note of nectarine zest. Fresh acidity and energizing 
mineral accents lift the finish. Banville Wine Mer-
chants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Cantina Produttori San Michele Appiano 
2014 Sanct Valentin Pinot Bianco (Alto 

Adige). This opens with yellow apple, citrus blos-
som and toasted oak aromas. Those segue over to 
the vibrant palate, along with tangy lemon drop and 
butterscotch hints. Martin Scott Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Peter Zemmer 2017 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). This wine’s white spring flower and 

Granny Smith apple aromas follow over to the pal-
ate, along with a citrus note. Tangy acidity lifts the 
juicy flavors. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

PINOT GRIGIO

92 Elena Walch 2016 Vigna Castel Ringberg 
Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). Structured and 

savory, this opens with ripe orchard fruit, Alpine 
herb and toasted oak aromas. The full-bodied pal-
ate doles out ripe Anjou pear, pineapple, ginger and 
citrus zest flavors while a mineral note enwraps the 
finish. Fresh acidity brightens the rich flavors. USA 
Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Andriano 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Honeydew melon and tropical fruit aromas 

lead the nose of this wine. The rounded, medium-
bodied palate doles out white peach, nectarine zest 
and steely mineral notes alongside fresh acidity. 
Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

90 Colterenzio 2016 Puiten Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Ripe orchard fruit, acacia and 

toast aromas lead the nose of this wine. It’s round 
and full-bodied, offering mature yellow apple, ripe 
Bartlett pear and bitter almond flavors alongside 
tangy acidity. Drink through 2019. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Erste Neue 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
This wine’s floral and fruity honeysuckle, 

citrus and green apple aromas practically jump out 
of the glass. The juicy, medium-bodied palate doles 
out ripe Granny Smith apple, Bartlett pear and tan-
gerine flavors, alongside a hint of crushed stone. 
Tangy acidity lifts the rich flavors. T. Edward Wines 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Terlan 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). Yel-
low stone fruit, citrus blossom and tropi-

cal fruit aromas take center stage in this wine. The 
creamy palate delivers honeydew melon, white 
peach and juicy nectarine flavors, alongside tangy 
acidity. A mineral note gives it a savory close. Ban-
ville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Terlato 2016 Pinot Grigio (Friuli Colli Orien-
tali). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Jermann 2016 Pinot Grigio (Venezia Giulia). 
This wine’s delicate bouquet of white flow-

ers and ripe orchard fruit floats from the glass. 
The elegant palate delivers white peach, citrus and 
honeydew melon flavors alongside fresh acidity. 
A lightly savory mineral note lifts the finish. LUX 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Tiefenbrunner 2017 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti). This wine’s honeysuckle, 

hawthorn and honeydew melon aromas take center 
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stage while the medium-bodied palate offers green 
apple, citrus and white peach notes. Fresh acid-
ity brightens the fruity flavors. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Colterenzio 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
This wine’s subdued aromas of white spring 

flower and ripe orchard fruit emerge in the glass. 
Reflecting the nose, the bright palate offers green 
apple, white peach and citrus notes. It has a clean, 
juicy finish. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Peter Zemmer 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). This wine’s intense honeysuckle, 

jasmine and ripe green apple aromas leap out of the 
glass. The green apple note carries over to the pal-
ate, along with honeydew melon and citrus. Fresh 
acidity and a hint of mineral lift the fruity flavors. 
HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Ca’ Ronesca 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). This 
wine’s nose is rather shy but eventually 

reveals a whiff of spring flower. The simple palate 
offers mature apple, pear and beeswax notes along-
side fresh acidity. Firelands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Pighin 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). This wine’s 
subdued exotic fruit and acacia flower aro-

mas lift out of the glass. The rounded, fruity palate 
offers mature pear and ripe honeydew melon fla-
vors while a banana note marks the close. Kobrand. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

CHARDONNAY

92 Borgo del Tiglio 2014 Chardonnay (Collio). 
This offers delicate yellow stone fruit, white 

wild flower and hazelnut scents. The elegant palate 
is more expressive, offering juicy Golden Delicious 
apple, nectarine and savory mineral notes alongside 
bright acidity. It’s an incredible performance for the 
2014 vintage. Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Masùt da Rive 2015 Rive Alte Chardonnay 
(Isonzo del Friuli). Juicy, elegant and full 

of flavor, this Chardonnay opens with heady wild-
flower, apricot and tropical fruit scents. The round, 
succulent palate presents creamy peach, yellow 
apple, citrus zest and soft vanilla touches. Fresh 
acidity brightens the rich flavors, and a graphite 
note lingers on the close. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Terlan 2015 Kreuth Chardonnay (Alto Adige). 
Yellow and white wildflower, bread crust and 

yellow stone fruit are some of the aromas you’ll find 
in this elegant, medium-bodied white. The pol-
ished, savory palate doles out creamy peach, Golden 

Delicious apple and lemon drop flavors alongside 
fresh acidity. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Lis Neris 2013 Jurosa Chardonnay (Friuli 
Isonzo). This wine’s subdued toasted nut, 

yellow stone fruit and citrus blossom aromas waft 
out of the glass. On the palate, fresh acidity accom-
panies yellow apple, apricot and tangerine flavors 
while an almond note lingers on the finish. Wine 
Twist. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

WHITE BLENDS

94 Jermann 2015 Vintage Tunina (Venezia 
Giulia). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

92 Raccaro 2016 Bianco (Collio). Lychee, cit-
rus blossom, white stone fruit and a yeasty 

whiff of bread dough are some of the aromas you’ll 
find in this intriguing blend of Sauvignon, Friulano, 
Ribolla Gialla and Pinot Grigio. The enveloping, 
structured palate is elegant and savory, delivering 
white peach, apple, citrus zest and bitter almond 
hints. Jan D’Amore Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Lis Neris 2013 Lis (Venezia Giulia). This 
blend of Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay and 

Sauvignon opens with tropical fruit, tomato vine 
and pink grapefruit aromas. The ripe, round palate 
shows juicy apricot, yellow apple and tangy lemon 
drop flavors accompanied by a toasted almond note. 
Just enough freshness lifts the rich flavors. Wine 
Twist. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $43 

90 Ronco del Gelso 2015 Latimis (Isonzo del 
Friuli). This wine’s intense dried apricot, 

graphite and bitter almond aromas follow through 
to the savory, structured palate, along with a note of 
candied nectarine drop. Bright acidity lifts the rich 
flavors. Palermo Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Colmello di Grotta 2015 Sanfilip (Collio). 
Tropical fruit, tomato vine and hay aromas 

lead the nose of this wine. The savory palate doles 
out white peach, grapefruit and lemon drop hints 
alongside tangy acidity. It closes on an almond note. 
Baldocchino Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Livon 2015 Solarco (Collio). Yellow stone 
fruit, toasted oak and bread crust aromas 

lead the nose of this blend of Friulano and Ribolla 
Gialla. The medium-bodied palate offers Golden 
Delicious apple, exotic fruit and bitter almond 
hints. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Muzic 2015 White (Collio). Toasted nut, 
mature yellow stone fruit and butter aro-

mas emerge from this blend of Friulano, Malva-
sia Istriana and Ribolla Gialla. They carry over to 
the medium-bodied palate, along with nectarine 
notes. Fresh acidity brightens the rich flavors. Wine 
Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Lis Neris 2013 Confini (Venezia Giulia). This 
unusual blend of Pinot Grigio, Gewürztra-

miner and Riesling opens with heady aromas of 
dried apricot and white rose. Those aromas carry 
over to the syrupy palate, along with mature yellow 
peach, Golden Delicious apple, candied nectarine 
and bitter almond hints. Fresh acidity gives the rich 
flavors a much-needed boost. Wine Twist. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $43 

OTHER WHITE WINES

94 Tiefenbrunner 2016 Feldmarschall Von 
Fenner Müller-Thurgau (Alto Adige). Entic-

ing and intense Alpine herb, white flower, yellow 
stone fruit and grapefruit aromas lead the way in 
this radiant, delicious white. The savory, elegant 
palate delivers layers of juicy apricot, yellow peach 
and succulent citrus flavors alongside vibrant acid-
ity. A savory vein of flinty minerality adds depth. 
Drink through 2026. Leonardo LoCascio Selec-
tions–The Winebow Group. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

93 Raccaro 2016 Malvasia (Collio). This wine’s 
intriguing herb, white pepper, ginger and 

fennel scents waft out of the glass, along with a 
balsamic note. They carry over to the structured, 
savory palate, along with citrus and dried apricot 
flavors. A salty mineral note backs up the finish and 
lends depth. Jan D’Amore Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

SPARKLING WINE

95 Ferrari NV Perlé Zero 10 (Trento). Made 
entirely from Chardonnay from multiple 

vintages, this gorgeous, chiseled, zero-dosage spar-
kler offers citrus zest, pineapple, pastry dough and 
Alpine herb aromas. The vibrant, pristine palate 
boasts pure fruit and mineral sensations, doling out 
crisp yellow apple, juicy nectarine, vanilla and flint 
notes. Bright acidity and an elegant perlage give it 
remarkable freshness and finesse. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 
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TUSCANY
WHITE WINES

VERNACCIA DI  
SAN GIMIGNANO RISERVA

92 Tenuta Le Calcinaie 2014 Vigna ai Sassi 
Riserva (Vernaccia di San Gimignano). Made 

from 95% Vernaccia and 5% Chardonnay planted 
in 1986, this opens with inviting orchard fruit, 
spring wildflower and yeasty bread dough scents. 
Bright and savory, the medium-bodied palate doles 
out ripe pear, yellow apple, crushed herb and nut 
hints alongside fresh acidity. de Grazia Imports LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

92 Teruzzi & Puthod 2015 6600 Riserva (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). Delicate aromas 

suggesting pressed Spanish broom, yellow stone 
fruit, crushed herbs and balsam come together in 
this. Elegant and full-bodied, the structured pal-
ate delivers dried apricot, nectarine zest and hon-
eyed mineral notes while a bitter almond accent 
announces the close. Palm Bay International. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

89 Cesani 2015 Sanice Riserva (Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano). This organically farmed wine’s 

Spanish broom, acacia, and yellow stone fruit 
scents waft out of the glass. The medium-bodied 
palate delivers mature apricot, ripe yellow apple 
and vanilla hints. A bitter almond note underscores 
the close. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 La Mormoraia 2015 Antalis Riserva (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). Aged for eight 

months in French casks, this opens with subtle 
oak and toasted nut aromas. They carry over to the 
medium-bodied palate, along with baked apple, 
butterscotch and vanilla hints while a coffee note 
lingers on the finish. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Fattoria San Donato 2015 Benedetta Riserva 
(Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This opens 

with subdued aromas suggesting oak, paraffin and 
thyme. The palate is more expressive, offering dried 
apricot, citrus zest, grilled herb and bitter almond 
flavors. The Artisan Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2015 Titolato Strozzi 
Riserva (Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This 

has a shy nose that eventually reveals pressed 
acacia, Spanish broom and beeswax aromas. On 
the ripe, round palate, bitter almond underscores 
mature yellow apple and citrus rind flavors. Mont-
calm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Il Colombaio di Santa Chiara 2014 L’Albereta 
Riserva (Vernaccia di San Gimignano). Made 

from organically farmed grapes, this offers acacia, 
broom, exotic fruit and toasted nut aromas. The 
bright, lean palate offers honey, bitter almond and 
citrus zest flavors framed with tangy acidity. Vinity 
Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

88 Panizzi 2013 Riserva (Vernaccia di San Gimi-
gnano). French oak, coffee, butterscotch 

and citrus zest aromas lead the nose of this wine. 
The medium-bodied palate offers tropical fruit, 
grapefruit, dried sage and toasted notes, alongside 
bright acidity. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

87 Casa alle Vacche 2015 Crocus Riserva (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). This mature white 

has a rather shy nose, but the medium-bodied pal-
ate offers toasted almond, pineapple and dried yel-
low stone fruit flavors. An almond note and a hint of 
dried sage give it a bitter finish. Villa Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

87 Falchini 2014 Vigna a Solatio Riserva (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). Aromas evoking 

pressed spring flowers and exotic fruit lead the nose 
of this wine. The lean, racy palate delivers pineap-
ple, citrus, bitter almond and toast notes, alongside 
brisk acidity. Youngs Market Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

87 Il Palagione 2016 Ori Riserva (Vernaccia di 
San Gimignano). Toasted oak, eucalyptus 

and coconut aromas come together in this. The firm 
palate offers bitter almond, oak and yellow apple 
skin flavors. Sage and saline notes close the rather 
lean finish. Vision Wine Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Guidi 1929 2015 Aurea Riserva (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). Whiffs of oak, toasted 

nut and vanilla follow over to the palate, along with 
mature yellow apple skin and bitter almond notes. 
Roasted coffee flavors briefly appear before the lean, 
austere finish. Santa Armosa. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

VERNACCIA DI  
SAN GIMIGNANO

92 La Lastra 2016 Riserva (Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano). This wine’s nose is rather 

shy, but its juicy palate offers baked apple, candied 
orange zest and tropical fruit notes. Tangy acidity 
brightens the rich flavors. It closes on a toasted 
almond note. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

92 Montenidoli 2012 Carato Riserva (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). This opens with toasted 

hazelnut, ripe yellow stone fruit, bread crust and 
grilled herb aromas. They carry over to the struc-

tured palate, along with vanilla, citrus zest and yel-
low apple hints. Fresh acidity lifts the finish. Drink 
through 2022. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Tenuta Le Calcinaie 2016 Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano. Tangy and fresh, this organically 

grown wine opens with enticing honeysuckle, white 
stone fruit and crushed stone scents. The juicy, 
flavorful palate doles out creamy white peach, yel-
low apple, tangerine and ginger hints while a white 
almond note lingers on the finish. de Grazia Imports 
LLC. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

91 Alessandro Tofanari 2015 Astrea (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). Made from organically 

farmed grapes, this opens with mature apricot, 
dried herb and pressed Spanish broom aromas. The 
savory palate doles out ripe peach, yellow pear and 
bitter almond notes. A citrus zest note marks the 
close. Grand Coeur Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Alessandro Tofanari 2015 Ciprea (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). Delicately fragrant, this 

offers alluring white flower, ripe orchard fruit and 
Mediterranean brush scents. The elegant, savory 
palate delivers yellow apple, Anjou pear, tangerine 
and aromatic herb flavors. A bitter almond note 
backs up the tangy finish. Grand Coeur Wines. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

91 La Lastra 2016 Vernaccia di San Gimignano. 
This wine’s delicate broom, acacia flower and 

beeswax scents drift out of the glass. On the savory, 
medium-bodied palate, a white almond note under-
scores juicy yellow peach, tangerine and pineapple 
flavors, alongside fresh acidity. A mineral note lin-
gers on the tangy finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Cesani 2015 Clamys (Vernaccia di San Gimi-
gnano). Enticing scents of fragrant spring 

flower, wild herbs, mature yellow stone fruit and 
wet rock lead the nose of this wine. The ripe palate 
offers dried peach, mature yellow apple and bees-
wax hints while a saline note wraps up the finish. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Cappella Sant’Andrea 2016 Clara Stella (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). This wine’s deli-

cate aromas evoke spring blossom and citrus. On 
the savory palate, an almond-like bitterness backs 
up ripe apricot, mature yellow apple, tangerine zest 
and fennel flavors. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

89 Cappella Sant’Andrea 2014 Prima Luce 
(Vernaccia di San Gimignano). Made from 

organically grown grapes fermented in terracotta 
amphoras, this unusual wine opens with chamo-
mile, candied citrus zest, dried apricot and herb 
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aromas. They carry over to the somewhat lean, 
vibrant palate, along with balsam, acacia honey and 
bitter almond notes. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Fattoria Poggio Alloro 2016 Vernaccia di 
San Gimignano. This wine’s honeysuckle 

and tropical fruit aromas carry over to the juicy, 
linear palate, along with citrus zest, pear and min-
eral hints. Fennel and bitter almond notes mark the 
close. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Fattoria San Donato 2016 Angelica (Vernac-
cia di San Gimignano). Made from organi-

cally farmed grapes, this offers alluring scents of 
white spring flower, orchard fruit and vineyard 
dust. The rounded, juicy palate doles out succulent 
tropical fruit, honeydew melon and citrus flavors 
while a crushed oyster shell note gives it a tangy 
close. The Artisan Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Guicciardini Strozzi 2017 Titolato Strozzi 
(Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This wine’s 

acacia, baked apple, citrus rind and baking spice 
aromas follow through to the ripe, round palate. It 
closes on mineral and bitter almond hints. Mont-
calm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

89 Guicciardini Strozzi 2016 Titolato Strozzi 
(Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This wine’s 

delicate but enticing scents of white spring flower, 
citrus and pear drift out of the glass. The bright pal-
ate offers honeydew melon, lemon zest and white 
peach notes set against tangy acidity. Montcalm 
Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

89 Il Colombaio di Santa Chiara 2015 Campo 
della Pieve (Vernaccia di San Gimignano). 

Broom, acacia, beeswax and ripe yellow stone fruit 
aromas lead the nose of this wine. The juicy, struc-
tured palate offers baked yellow apple, orange zest 
and toasted almond flavors while a tangy saline note 
backs up the finish. Vinity Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Il Palagione 2015 Lyra (Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano). Spanish broom, ripe orchard 

fruit and toasted nut aromas lead the nose of this 
wine. The medium-bodied, structured palate offers 
yellow apple, dried apricot and pineapple hints 
while a honeyed almond note closes the finish. 
Vision Wine Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Massimo Daldin 2016 Vigna in Fiore (Vernac-
cia di San Gimignano). White spring flower, 

lemon zest and crushed herb aromas lead the way 
in this wine. The medium-bodied palate offers ripe 
yellow pear, marzipan and toasted almond hints. 
Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Poggio Alloro 2016 Il Nicchiaio (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). This delicately scented 

wine opens with white spring flower and wild herb 
aromas. The juicy palate offers white peach, ripe 
pear and citrus flavors while a bitter almond note 
signals the close. Cantiniere. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Cesani 2016 Pancole (Vernaccia di San Gimi-
gnano). This wine’s yellow spring flower, 

citrus and ripe orchard fruit aromas carry over to 
the tangy palate, along with a juicy hint of tanger-
ine. A pleasantly bitter almond note signals the 
close. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Falchini 2016 Vigna a Solatio (Vernaccia di 
San Gimignano). Aromas reminiscent of 

mature yellow stone fruit and yellow spring flowers 
lead the way in this. The tangy palate evokes apri-
cot, citrus and yellow apple. A bitter almond hint 
signals the close. Youngs Market Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Fattoria il Palagio 2016 Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano. Acacia, Spanish broom, apricot 

and toasted nut aromas set the tone in this wine. 
Mirroring the nose, the rounded palate offers ripe 
peach, yellow apple, orange zest and honey hints 
while an almond note gives it a pleasantly bitter 
close. Voliovino. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Fattoria San Donato 2016 Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano. Delicate but pretty citrus blos-

som, ripe orchard fruit and wet stone scents lead 
the nose of this wine. The bright, savory palate 
doles out yellow pear, green melon, nectarine and 
saline hints alongside tangy acidity. The Artisan 
Collection. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2017 Principe Strozzi 
(Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This opens 

with baked peach and citrus zest aromas that follow 
through to the ripe palate, along with mature apple 
and tangy oyster shell notes. Bitter almond marks 
the close. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2017 Villa Cusona (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). Alluring scents 

of Spanish broom, beeswax and wild herbs mingle 
with orchard fruit aromas in this wine. On the 
round palate, a honeyed note underscores mature 
yellow apple and citrus rind flavors. A bitter almond 
note signals the close. Montcalm Wine Importers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2016 Principe Strozzi 
(Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This wine’s 

citrus, spring flower, ripe orchard fruit and cut 
grass aromas delicately lift out of the glass. The 
linear palate offers lemon, mature apple and steely 

mineral notes alongside fresh acidity. Montcalm 
Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Il Colombaio di Santa Chiara 2016 Selva-
bianca (Vernaccia di San Gimignano). This 

organically grown wine’s white spring flower and 
orchard fruit aromas form in the glass. The bright 
palate offers yellow apple, Anjou pear and nectarine 
flavors alongside fresh acidity. Vinity Wine Com-
pany. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Palagetto 2016 Santa Chiara (Vernaccia di 
San Gimignano). This wine’s delicate spring 

flower, citrus and yellow stone fruit scents lift out 
of the glass. On the medium-bodied palate, a white 
almond note underscores yellow peach and juicy 
pineapple flavors. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Palagetto 2015 Arianna Ventanni (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). Shy at first, this reveals 

acacia, dried herb and white stone fruit aromas 
as it opens. They carry over to the palate, along 
with white peach and ginger notes. A hint of bitter 
almond backs up the finish. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Poderi Arcangelo 2016 Terra del Lago (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). Fragrant spring 

flower and white stone fruit aromas lead the nose of 
this blend of organically farmed Vernaccia (90%) 
and Chardonnay (10%). On the rounded palate, bit-
ter almond accents back up juicy white peach and 
citrus rind flavors. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Poderi Arcangelo 2015 Per Bruno (Vernac-
cia di San Gimignano). This wine’s yellow 

flower, honey and toasted oak aromas appear in the 
glass. The structured, medium-bodied palate offers 
dried yellow apple, dried pineapple and saline fla-
vors alongside a bitter almond note. Soilair Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Poderi del Paradiso 2016 Biscondola (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). Delicate aromas 

reminiscent of toasted oak, tomato vines and yellow 
wildflowers take shape in the glass. The full-bod-
ied palate doles out candied citrus zest, grapefruit, 
vanilla and pineapple notes set against fresh acidity. 
A bitter almond note lingers on the close, as does 
some alcoholic warmth. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 San Quirico 2016 Vernaccia di San Gimi-
gnano. Unusual but intriguing aromas 

reminiscent of toasted nuts, paraffin and eucalyptus 
appear in the glass. The linear palate delivers citrus 
zest, yellow apple and saline flavors while a bitter 
almond note marks the finish. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 
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88 Signano 2016 Vernaccia di San Gimignano. 
This wine’s subtle white flower and orchard 

fruit scents float out of the glass. On the juicy, 
rounded palate, a bitter almond note underscores 
yellow pear and ripe apple flavors. Nicola Biscardo 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Abbazia Monte Oliveto 2016 Vernaccia di 
San Gimignano. Subtle white flower, nut 

and orchard fruit aromas lead the way in this wine. 
On the enjoyable palate, fresh acidity accompanies 
green apple, citrus and bitter almond notes. Zonin 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Guicciardini Strozzi 2016 Villa Cusona (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). This offers pretty 

yellow flower and beeswax aromas while the 
rounded palate doles out ripe apricot, mature yel-
low apple and orange zest flavors. A tangy mineral 
note suggesting oyster shells lifts the finish. Mont-
calm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Massimo Daldin 2016 Vernaccia di San Gimi-
gnano. Spanish broom, acacia and ripe 

orchard fruit aromas slowly emerge from this wine. 
On the bright palate, a bitter almond note under-
scores nectarine and yellow apple flavors. Fresh 
acidity lifts the finish. Selected Estates of Europe 
Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 Panizzi 2014 Vigna Santa Margherita (Ver-
naccia di San Gimignano). This opens with 

oak, butterscotch and citrus peel aromas, with a 
whiff of resin. On the rather lean palate, fresh acid-
ity supports toast, coconut and dried apricot fla-
vors. It shows elegance but lacks the fruit richness 
to stand up to the oak. Bacchanal Wine Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

87 Poderi Arcangelo 2016 Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano. This wine’s Spanish broom and 

apricot aromas follow over to the rounded palate, 
together with yellow peach and citrus notes. A hint 
of bitter almond marks the close. Soilair Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Tenuta Torciano 2016 Poggioaicieli (Vernac-
cia di San Gimignano). This wine’s delicate 

scents reminiscent of wild flowers and orchard fruit 
lift out of the glass. The rounded, straightforward 
palate offers white peach, yellow pear and light bit-
ter almond notes. DGL Distributors. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

86 La Mormoraia 2016 Suavis (Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano). This wine’s aromas suggest 

medicinal herbs and acacia. They carry over to the 

simple palate, along with bitter almond and yellow 
apple skin notes. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Pietrafitta 2016 Vernaccia di San Gimignano. 
This informal white offers yellow apple and 

peach flavors, along with a hint of white almond. It’s 
simple but well made. Laird & Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Tenuta Torciano 2015 Crete Nere (Vernaccia 
di San Gimignano). This wine’s shy nose 

suggests lemon. Straightforward and light-bodied, 
it evokes tangerine zest and bitter almond on the 
palate. DGL Distributors. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

TUSCANY
RED WINES

CHIANTI MONTALBANO

90 Cantagallo 2015 Il Fondatore Riserva (Chi-
anti Montalbano). Made from 100% San-

giovese, this offers underbrush, scorched earth, 
grilled herb and dark spice aormas. Round and ripe, 
the full-bodied palate doles out fleshy raspberry, 
dried black cherry, clove and vanilla flavors. Vel-
vety tannins provide supple support. Drink through 
2020. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

88 Artimino 2016 Chianti Montalbano. Alluring 
aromas of blue flowers and wild red ber-

ries lead the nose of this wine, along with a whiff 
of tilled earth. On the round, approachable palate, 
soft, supple tannins frame fleshy Morello cherry and 
star anise flavors. Drink now. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Cantagallo 2016 Chianti Montalbano. This 
opens with iris, underbrush and thyme 

hints. The straightforward, easy-drinking pal-
ate offers red cherry, white pepper and clove fla-
vors alongside pliant tannins. Enjoy soon. Artisan 
Wines, Inc. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Cantagallo 2015 Riserva (Chianti Montal-
bano). Dark-skinned berry, baking spice 

and leather aromas lead the nose of this wine. On 
the savory palate, fine-grained tannins support ripe 
black cherry, licorice and star anise flavors. Enjoy 
through 2022. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Cantagallo 2014 Riserva (Chianti Montal-
bano). This wine’s cedar, vanilla and dark-

skinned fruit aromas emerge in the glass. The firm 
palate offers dark berry, mocha and star anise fla-
vors alongside polished tannins. Drink through 
2021. Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Fattoria di Faltognano 2016 Chianti Montal-
bano. This wine’s underbrush, dark fruit and 

baking spice aromas lift out of the glass. The linear 
palate offers clove, dried black cherry and star anise 
flavors alongside round tannins. Drink soon. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

CHIANTI RUFINA

94 Selvapiana 2013 Vigneto Bucerchiale Riserva 
(Chianti Rufina). This opens with enticing 

scents of blue flower, ripe dark-skinned berry, new 
leather, vanilla and sandalwood. Elegant and full-
bodied, the palate delivers crushed raspberry, wild 
cherry, truffle and chopped herb, while intense lico-
rice notes linger on the long finish. Fine-grained tan-
nins and bright acidity provide impeccable balance. 
Drink through 2025. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. Cel-
lar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Selvapiana 2015 Chianti Rufina. Earthy aro-
mas of wild red berries, tilled soil, under-

brush and violets align with a whiff of baking spice 
in this polished red. The savory, elegant palate 
delivers licorice, raspberry compote, crushed straw-
berry and wild herb flavors alongside refined tan-
nins. It’s nicely balanced, with fresh acidity. Enjoy 
through 2023. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

91 I Veroni 2016 I Domi (Chianti Rufina). For full 
review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14% Price: $18 

91 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2014 Nipozzano 
Riserva (Chianti Rufina). Fresh and fragrant, 

this racy red has enticing woodland berry and vio-
let scents and an earthy whiff of new leather. The 
lithe, elegant palate offers juicy red cherry, crushed 
red raspberry, cinnamon and star anise flavors 
framed by polished tannins and vibrant acidity. An 
outstanding performance for a cool, difficult vin-
tage. Enjoy 2019–2024. Shaw-Ross International 
Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2014 Nipozzano Vec-
chie Viti Riserva (Chianti Rufina). Red berry, 

blue flower, tilled soil and a whiff of dark spice take 
delicate shape on this polished red. The elegant, 
almost ethereal palate offers wild cherry, straw-
berry, star anise and dried aromatic herbs framed 
in bright acidity and refined tannins. Drink 2019–
2024. Shaw-Ross International Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Colognole 2014 Chianti Rufina. Made from 
95% Sangiovese and 5% Colorino, this 

opens with woodland berry, cinnamon, violet and 
wild herb aromas. The elegant, savory palate offers 
strawberry compote, red raspberry, star anise 
and cinnamon flavors alongside fresh acidity and 
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polished tannins. Drink through 2019. Eagle Eye 
Brands. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Fattoria di Grignano 2013 Poggio Gualtieri 
Riserva (Chianti Rufina). This blend of 80% 

Sangiovese and 20% Merlot offers inviting aro-
mas of mature black-skinned berries, new leather 
and cedar. The concentrated palate doles out black 
plum, clove and tobacco flavors alongside fine-
grained tannins. Drink through 2023. Montcalm 
Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 I Veroni 2015 I Domi (Chianti Rufina). This 
blend of 90% Sangiovese, 5% Colorino 

and 5% Canaiolo evokes underbrush, black-skinned 
berries and violets on the nose. The juicy palate 
offers black cherry, clove and star anise flavors 
alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2023. 
Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

90 I Veroni 2015 Quona Riserva (Chianti 
Rufina). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

90 I Veroni 2014 Quona (Chianti Rufina). Made 
entirely from organically farmed Sangio-

vese, this offers inviting baking spice, redcurrant 
and underbrush aromas. The lively palate delivers 
raspberry jam, white pepper and tangerine peel 
touches alongside assertive tannins. Give it a few 
more years to unwind. Drink 2019–2023. Blicker 
Pierce Wagner Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

90 Marchesi Gondi 2012 Villa Bossi Riserva (Chi-
anti Rufina). Made from 80% Sangiovese, 

10% Colorino and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, this 
savory red opens with dark-skinned berry, cedar 
and tobacco aromas. The structured palate offers 
blackberry jam, licorice and star anise flavors along-
side fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2023. 
Quigley Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

89 Colognole 2012 Riserva del Don (Chianti 
Rufina). This wine’s blue flower, forest 

floor, toast and tobacco aromas appear in the glass. 
On the supple palate, polished tannins frame dried 
black cherry, raspberry compote, cinnamon and 
licorice flavors. Drink through 2020. Eagle Eye 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

89 Fattoria di Grignano 2015 Chianti Rufina. 
This opens with iris, red-skinned berry and 

thyme hints. The straightforward palate delivers 
juicy red cherry, clove and cinnamon touches along-
side polished tannins. Enjoy through 2021. Mont-
calm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Marchesi Gondi 2013 Pian dei Sorbi Riserva 
(Chianti Rufina). This blend of 80% San-

giovese and 20% Colorino has dark fruit, tilled soil 
and leather aromas. The savory, medium-bodied 
palate offers dried black cherry, clove and licorice 
notes alongside firm tannins. Drink through 2022. 
Quigley Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Travignoli 2016 Governo (Chianti Rufina). 
Made entirely from Sangiovese, this offers 

forest floor, chopped herb, menthol and mature 
plum aromas. The savory palate offers prune, dried 
cherry and star anise flavors alongside polished tan-
nins. Drink through 2021. Solea USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Travignoli 2014 Tegolaia Riserva (Chianti 
Rufina). This has tilled soil, moist under-

brush, leather and herb aromas. On the racy, lin-
ear palate, close-grained tannins and bright acid-
ity support wild cherry and tobacco flavors, with 
an earthy hint of game. Drink through 2024. Solea 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Fattoria Lavacchio 2016 Cedro (Chianti 
Rufina). This wine’s fragrant blue flower 

and wild berry aromas align with a whiff of dark 
spice. Round and juicy, the savory, accessible pal-
ate doles out fleshy black cherry, crushed raspberry 
and baking spice flavors cushioned by supple tan-
nins. Enjoy through 2020. Simioni Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Travignoli 2016 Chianti Rufina. This wine’s 
tilled soil, dark-skinned fruit and mint 

aromas take shape in the glass. The savory palate 
offers black plum, star anise and white pepper notes 
alongside polished tannins. Drink through 2021. 
Solea USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Bellini 2014 Riserva (Chianti Rufina). This 
has subdued baking spice and dark fruit 

aromas. It’s straightforward on the palate, offer-
ing Marasca cherry fruit and a sprinkling of clove 
alongside rounded tannins. Drink soon. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Fattoria di Basciano 2015 Chianti Rufina. 
This opens with cedar, baking spice and 

dark fruit aromas. The straightforward palate offers 
black plum, vanilla and tobacco flavors alongside 
smooth tannins. Drink through 2020. HB Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Cantine Bellini 2015 Chianti Rufina. This 
wine’s cedar, vanilla and dark-skinned fruit 

aromas emerge in the glass. The forward, easygoing 
palate offers ripe black plum and star anise hints 

alongside rather evolved tannins. Saranty Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

CHIANTI COLLI FIORENTINI

89 Conte Ferdinando Guicciardini 2014 Castello 
di Poppiano Riserva (Chianti Colli Fioren-

tini). Tilled earth, underbrush, wild berry and blue 
flower aromas lead on the nose. On the full-bodied 
palate, bright acidity and solid, seasoned tannins 
support flavors of dried black cherry, green pepper-
corn and clove. Franco Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 San Vito 2016 Darno (Chianti Colli Fioren-
tini). This blend of 90% Sangiovese and 

10% Canaiolo opens with dark berry, hay and leafy 
underbrush aromas. The savory palate delivers 
dried black cherry, cinnamon and star anise notes 
alongside pliant tannins. Drink soon. Good Earth 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Torre a Cona 2015 Badia a Corte Riserva (Chi-
anti Colli Fiorentini). This leads with black-

skinned berry, Mediterranean scrub and leather 
aromas. On the juicy palate, firm tannins frame 
ripe black plum, clove and star anise hints. Enjoy 
through 2021. Le Storie Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Fattoria Torre a Cona 2016 Chianti Colli Fio-
rentini. This blend of 90% Sangiovese and 

10% Colorino opens with dark berry, tilled soil and 
thyme hints. The round palate offers dried black 
cherry, clove and licorice notes alongside smooth 
tannins. Drink soon. Le Storie Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Le Querce 2014 La Torretta (Chianti Colli 
Fiorentini). This wine’s cedar, tobacco and 

plum aromas appear in the glass. On the palate, 
rounded tannins support Morello cherry, vanilla 
and orange peel touches. Drink through 2021. Sun-
rise Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Conte Ferdinando Guicciardini 2015 Castello 
di Poppiano (Chianti Colli Fiorentini). Ripe 

plum, underbrush and leather whiffs lead the nose 
of this wine. The firm palate renders dried cherry, 
a touch of clove and a hint of powdered sage along-
side astringent tannins. Drink soon to capture the 
remaining fruit. Franco Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Malenchini 2016 Chianti Colli Fiorentini. This 
opens with subdued aromas suggesting dark 

fruit and baking spices. The simple, lively palate 
delivers raspberry jam and white pepper flavors, 
with a sprinkling of clove and rounded tannins. 
Drink soon. Wine Worldwide. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 
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87 Uggiano 2016 Prestige (Chianti Colli Fioren-
tini). This opens with baking spice and dark-

skinned berry aromas. The straightforward palate 
offers fleshy Morello cherry, white pepper and clove 
hints alongside smooth tannins. Drink soon. Global 
Spirits and Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 I Mori 2015 Chianti Colli Fiorentini. This has 
subdued aromas evoking scorched earth 

and black-skinned fruit. The simple palate suggests 
dried berry, tangerine peel and clove, with pliant 
tannins. Drink soon. Orvino Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

CHIANTI CLASSICO

88 Melini 2015 Terrarossa (Chianti Classico). 
Leather, underbrush and dark-skinned 

berry aromas lead the nose of this wine. The easy-
drinking palate doles out black cherry jam, star 
anise and white pepper hints alongside rounded 
tannins. Drink through 2020. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Bellini 2015 Riserva (Chianti Classico). This 
has subdued aromas suggesting black-

skinned berries, underbrush and cooking spices. 
The straightforward palate offers ripe black plum 
fruit, with hints of tobacco leaf and vanilla, along-
side firm, closed-grained tannins. Drink through 
2020. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Melini 2013 Riserva (Chianti Classico). This 
has mature plum, toast and charred aromas. 

The soft, rather evolved palate offers dried cherry 
and licorice flavors alongside round, somewhat 
fleeting tannins. Drink soon. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Bellini 2016 Chianti Classico. Earthy aro-
mas of tilled soil, cooking spices and dark 

fruit appear in this informal red. The simple palate 
shows dark berry and star anise flavors alongside 
loose-knit, fleeting tannins. Drink soon. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

CHIANTI MONTESPERTOLI

88 Casa di Monte 2011 Chianti Montespertoli. 
This opens with earthy aromas of scorched 

soil, leather and dark-skinned fruit. The savory, 
solid palate offers black-skinned berry, tobacco and 
white pepper flavors alongside firm tannins. Drink 
through 2022. Vino Veritas. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Castello Sonnino 2015 Riserva (Chianti Mon-
tespertoli). This blend of 80% Sangiovese, 

10% Merlot and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon opens 
with aromas of pressed violet, ripe wild berry and a 
whiff of pipe tobacco. Soft and juicy, the accessible 
palate offers crushed raspberry, vanilla and licorice 
framed in pliant tannins. Drink now. Omniwines 
Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Le Fonti a San Giorgio 2015 I Fossili Riserva 
(Chianti Montespertoli). This opens with 

cedar, mocha and dark-skinned berry aromas. The 
firm palate offers tobacco, licorice and black plum 
flavors alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2022. Weisler Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

88 Parri 2012 Tenuta Cortecciano Urbana (Chi-
anti Montespertoli). Earthy aromas of tilled 

soil, game and dark fruit lead the nose of this wine. 
The dense palate offers black plum, clove and white 
pepper notes alongside firm tannins. Drink through 
2022. Mitchell Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

87 Castello Sonnino 2016 Sonnino (Chianti Mon-
tespertoli). This wine’s wild berry, crushed 

herb and leather aromas lift out of the glass. The 
bright, light-bodied palate offers ripe red berry, 
powdered sage and clove hints set against firm, 
dusty tannins that leave a somewhat astringent fin-
ish. Drink through 2019. Omniwines Distribution. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

CHIANTI COLLI SENESI

89 Bindi Sergardi 2016 Al Canapo (Chianti Colli 
Senesi). Aromas of red-skinned berry, 

underbrush and a hint of mint merge together in 
the glass. The juicy palate doles out red cherry, 
raspberry jam and a note of eucalyptus, while pli-
ant tannins provide easygoing support. Enjoy soon.  
Vinovia Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Fattoria San Donato 2014 Fiamma (Chianti 
Colli Senesi). Made from organically farmed 

grapes, this opens with dark berry, underbrush and 
new leather aromas. The juicy palate delivers black 
plum, star anise and white pepper touches along-
side polished tannins. Drink through 2023. The 
Artisan Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Fattoria San Donato 2013 Fede Riserva 
(Chianti Colli Senesi). Made from organi-

cally farmed grapes, this evokes dark berries, bak-
ing spices and leather on the nose. The juicy pal-
ate offers dried black cherry, cinnamon and white 
pepper flavors alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2023. The Artisan Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Tenuta Casabianca 2013 Riserva (Chianti 
Colli Senesi). This wine’s cedar, dark fruit 

and licorice aromas emerge from the glass. The 
concentrated palate offers blueberry jam, tobacco 
and green peppercorn notes alongside firm tan-
nins. Drink 2019–2023. Testa Wines Of The World. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 Fattoria del Cerro 2016 Chianti Colli Senesi. 
This opens with dark berry, cedar and 

incense hints. The straightforward, savory palate 
offers red plum, star anise and bell pepper notes 
alongside round tannins. Drink soon. Vias Imports. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

88 Guicciardini Strozzi 2017 Titolato Strozzi 
(Chianti Colli Senesi). Made entirely from 

Sangiovese, this opens with iris, underbrush and 
Mediterranean herb aromas. The youthful, easygo-
ing palate offers raspberry, white pepper and clove 
hints alongside pliant tannins. Enjoy soon. Mont-
calm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Poggio Bonelli 2016 Chianti Colli Senesi. 
Baking spice and black plum aromas lead 

the nose of this wine. On the linear palate, firm tan-
nins support dried black cherry, black pepper and 
cinnamon touches. Drink through 2021. Enotria 
Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Tenuta Casabianca 2013 Belsedere Riserva 
(Chianti Colli Senesi). This opens with 

toasted oak, mocha and dark berry aromas. The 
dense palate delivers prune, tobacco and roasted 
coffee flavors alongside taut, somewhat astringent 
tannins. Testa Wines Of The World. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

87 Bindi Sergardi 2016 La Boncia (Chianti Colli 
Senesi). This informal red has subdued dark 

fruit and cooking spice aromas. It’s easygoing, with 
red plum and white pepper flavors accompanied 
by loose-knit tannins. Drink soon. Vinovia Wine 
Group. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Fattoria San Donato 2015 Chianti Colli 
Senesi. Made from organically farmed 

grapes, this opens with subdued aromas of scorched 
earth and dark-skinned fruit. The straightforward 
palate shows ripe black plum, clove and orange peel 
touches alongside round tannins. Drink soon. The 
Artisan Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 Geografico 2016 Chianti Colli Senesi. This 
wine’s subtle plum and baking spice aromas 

waft out of the glass. The simple, accessible palate 
delivers black cherry, star anise and green pepper-
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corn notes alongside round tannins. Enjoy soon. 8 
Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Il Colombaio 2015 San Cirino (Chianti Colli 
Senesi). Cedar, vanilla and dark-skinned 

fruit aromas lead the nose of this wine while the 
straightforward palate offers black plum, star anise 
and tobacco hints. It’s easy-drinking and ready, 
with pliant tannins. Drink soon. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Lornano 2016 Riserva (Chianti Colli Senesi). 
Made from 100% Sangiovese, this opens 

with exotic spice, French oak and black plum aro-
mas that carry over to the taut, tight palate, along 
with prune and sour cherry notes. Grainy tannins 
leave a firm, rather astringent finish. Palm Bay 
International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Tenuta di Trecciano 2016 Chianti Colli Senesi. 
This has subdued aromas of cooking spices 

and dark-skinned fruit. The straightforward palate 
offers black plum and clove alongside relaxed tan-
nins. Drink soon. Saranty Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Castel di Pugna 2016 Chianti Colli Senesi. 
Earthy aromas of dark fruit and tilled 

soil lead the nose of this wine. The simple palate 
offers black plum and clove flavors. It’s easygoing 
and accessible, with flexible tannins. Drink soon. 
Golden Ram Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

CHIANTI SUPERIORE

89 Castello del Trebbio 2016 Chianti Superiore. 
This opens with nutmeg, ripe berry and 

earthy underbrush aromas. The savory, accessible 
palate offers dried black cherry and white pepper 
flavors alongside polished tannins. Drink through 
2021. Cline Cellars. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Donatella Cinelli Colombini 2015 Fattoria 
il Colle (Chianti Superiore). Aromas of ripe 

blackberry, tilled earth and pressed violet come to 
the forefront. On the juicy, savory palate, supple 
tannins cushion fleshy black cherry, raspberry jam 
and star anise. Enjoy through 2019. Banville Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Malenchini 2016 Chianti Superiore. This 
opens with dark berry and underbrush aro-

mas while the savory palate offers red plum, star 
anise and white pepper notes. Pliant tannins pro-
vide easygoing support. Enjoy soon. Wine World-
wide. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Olivi 2013 Chianti Superiore. Made from 
90% Sangiovese and 10% Merlot, this 

opens with black-skinned berry, cedar and cooking 
spice aromas. The concentrated, full-bodied palate 
delivers black currant jam, vanilla and black pep-
per flavors alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2022. Pullano Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Pieve de’ Pitti 2013 Cerretello (Chianti 
Superiore). This wine’s red-skinned berry, 

underbrush and cooking spice aromas emerge from 
the glass. The juicy palate offers red plum, clove and 
licorice touches alongside polished tannins. Drink 
through 2022. Southport Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Sangervasio 2015 Riserva (Chianti Supe-
riore). Made from organic grapes, this offers 

black-skinned berry, cedar and forest floor aromas. 
The firm palate doles out ripe blueberry, tobacco 
and vanilla notes alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Drink through 2025. Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

89 Usiglian del Vescovo 2015 Chianti Superiore. 
This opens with dark-skinned fruit, leather 

and underbrush aromas. The juicy, accessible palate 
offers black-skinned berry, clove and tobacco notes 
alongside fine-grained tannins. It’s all balanced 
with bright acidity. Enjoy through 2022. Wine 
Worldwide. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Buccia Nera 2015 Sassocupo (Chianti Supe-
riore). Made from 90% Sangiovese and 

10% Canaiolo, this suggests dark-skinned fruit, 
tilled soil and tobacco on the nose. The savory pal-
ate offers dried black cherry, clove and white pep-
per notes alongside firm tannins. Drink 2019–2023. 
Regal Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Burchino 2016 L’Antico (Chianti Superiore). 
This opens with dark berry, leather and for-

est floor aromas. The medium-bodied palate deliv-
ers dried black cherry, star anise and licorice flavors 
alongside polished tannins. Drink through 2023. 
Mission Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Castel di Pugna 2015 Chianti Superiore. This 
opens with earthy aromas of underbrush, 

cedar and dark-skinned fruit. The savory palate 
offers dried black cherry, licorice and tobacco notes 
alongside polished tannins. Drink through 2022. 
Golden Ram Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Fattoria Fibbiano 2015 Casalini (Chianti 
Superiore). This blend of 90% Sangiovese 

and 10% Ciliegiolo offers delicate black-skinned 
fruit and earthy underbrush aromas. The straight-
forward, enjoyable palate offers crushed plum, green 

tea and white pepper flavors alongside smooth tan-
nins. Drink through 2021. Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Malenchini 2015 Riserva (Chianti Superiore). 
This wine’s leather, underbrush and dark 

fruit aromas emerge from the glass. The lively pal-
ate delivers blueberry jam, green peppercorn and 
licorice touches. Drink though 2020. Wine World-
wide. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

88 Palma 2016 Chianti Superiore. Dark berry 
and scorched earth aromas lead the nose of 

this wine while the savory palate offers black plum, 
star anise and black pepper flavors. It’s easygoing, 
with smooth tannins. Drink soon. Mehr Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Poggio al Casone 2016 Chianti Superiore. 
Made from organically farmed Sangiovese 

and 10% Canaiolo, this opens with earthy dark-
skinned berry, tilled soil and leather aromas. The 
juicy, easy-drinking palate offers ripe black cherry, 
vanilla and cinnamon notes alongside smooth tan-
nins. Drink through 2023. Mission Wine Company. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

86 Banfi 2016 Chianti Superiore. Ripe black-
skinned berry aromas mix with a whiff of 

dark spice in this simple, everyday red. Reflecting 
the nose, the informal palate offers black cherry and 
clove hints alongside easygoing tannins. Drink now. 
Banfi Vintners. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Dievole 2015 Le Due Arbie (Chianti Supe-
riore). Made from 80% Sangiovese and 

20% Merlot, this informal red opens with subtle 
baking spice and cassis aromas. The simple palate 
evokes black currant jam and vanilla, with round 
tannins. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

CHIANTI RISERVA

90 Pietralta 2011 Riserva (Chianti). Made 
from 90% Sangiovese, 5% Colorino and 

5% Merlot, this opens with underbrush, black-
skinned berry and Mediterranean herb aromas. The 
savory, firm palate delivers ripe black cherry, clove 
and chopped mint touches alongside fine-grained 
tannins. A balsamic note closes the finish. Enjoy 
through 2022. Piedmont Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Pieve de’ Pitti 2013 Moro di Pava Riserva 
(Chianti). Enticing aromas of black-skinned 

berry, new leather and forest floor lead the way in 
this wine. On the savory palate, fine-grained tan-
nins support fleshy black cherry, licorice and white 
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pepper flavors. Drink through 2024. Southport 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Podere Alberese 2012 Riserva (Chianti). 
Made from organically farmed Sangiovese 

(90%) and Canaiolo (19%), this opens with earthy 
aromas of tilled soil, leather and wild berries. On 
the savory palate, licorice and tobacco notes accent 
a core of Morello cherry-like fruit. Fine-grained 
tannins provide polished support. Enjoy through 
2023. Peter Warren Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Tenuta San Jacopo 2014 Poggio ai Grilli 
Riserva (Chianti). Black-skinned fruit, 

cedar and leather aromas lead the nose of this 
organically farmed blend of 90% Sangiovese and 
10% Montepulciano. The elegantly structured pal-
ate offers juicy plum, tobacco and licorice touches 
alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink through 
2023. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Castel di Pugna 2013 Riserva (Chianti). This 
wine’s black-skinned berry, leather and 

underbrush aromas take shape in the glass. On the 
juicy palate, polished tannins support blueberry 
jam and tobacco flavors, with a hint of star anise. 
Drink through 2022. Golden Ram Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

89 Castelvecchio di Filippo Rocchi 2015 Vigna 
La Quercia Riserva (Chianti). This wine’s 

dark berry, cedar and leather aromas emerge from 
the glass. The firm palate offers black plum, vanilla 
and pipe tobacco notes alongside polished tannins. 
Drink through 2022. Atlantic Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

89 Dianella 2015 Riserva (Chianti). For full 
review see page 15. 

abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Piandaccoli 2013 Cosmus Riserva (Chianti). 
Dark-skinned berry, leather and under-

brush aromas lead the way in this. The medium-
bodied palate delivers red plum, star anise and 
white pepper notes alongside polished tannins. 
Drink through 2024. Lilium Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Podere Volpaio 2005 Riserva (Chianti). This 
blend of 90% Sangiovese, 5% Canaiolo 

and 5% Malvasia Nera boasts black-skinned berry, 
leather and pipe tobacco aromas. The savory palate 
delivers dried black cherry, carob, mocha and white 
pepper notes alongside polished tannins and still-
fresh acidity. Drink through 2023. Snarky & Spir-
ited LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

89 Romignano 2015 Riserva (Chianti). Made 
from 90% Sangiovese, 5% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 5% Merlot, this opens with baking spice, 

vanilla and dark fruit aromas. It’s savory, with 
raspberry jam, dried black cherry and clove flavors 
accompanied by firm tannins, Drink through 2022. 
Natural Merchants, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Badia di Morrona 2014 I Sodi del Paretaio 
Riserva (Chianti). Earthy aromas of truffle, 

new leather and underbrush mingle with whiffs of 
dark-skinned fruit in this wine. The rounded, full-
bodied palate offers dried cherry and star anise 
notes framed in polished tannins. Vinity Wine 
Company. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 Castellani 2015 Famiglia Castellani Riserva 
(Chianti). This leads with red fruit, tilled 

earth and leather aromas. The savory palate offers 
dried black cherry, white pepper and star anise fla-
vors alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink through 
2023. Opera Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Piccini 2015 Collezione Oro Riserva (Chianti). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Duca di Saragnano 2014 Riserva (Chianti). 
This straightforward red opens with earthy 

aromas of game, dark-skinned berries and tilled 
soil. The medium-bodied palate offers Marasca 
cherry and tobacco flavors alongside loose-knit tan-
nins. Drink soon. Pazzione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 I Mori 2015 Riserva (Chianti). Underbrush, 
scorched earth and mature black-skinned 

fruit aromas take center stage in this. The straight-
forward palate offers dark berry and star anise hints 
alongside polished, not very persistent tannins. 
Orvino Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

87 Renzo Masi 2014 Riserva (Chianti). This has 
tilled earth, cooking spice and dark fruit 

aromas. The straightforward palate offers clove, 
tobacco and black plum touches alongside smooth 
tannins. Drink soon. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Tamburini 2013 Italo Riserva (Chianti). This 
offers subtle baking spice aromas and a whiff 

of violets. The forward palate offers black plum, lic-
orice and hay notes alongside pliant tannins. Drink 
through 2020. Southern Glazer’s Wine and Spirits. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Uggiano 2013 Riserva (Chianti). This has 
subdued dark-skinned fruit and culinary 

spice aromas. The straightforward palate shows 
black cherry, clove and green peppercorn touches. 
Drink through 2020. Global Spirits and Wine. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Petriolo 2013 Riserva (Chianti). This wine’s 
subdued prune and baking spice aromas 

carry over to the simple palate, together with a lico-
rice note. It’s easy-drinking, with round tannins. 
Drink soon. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2015 
Riserva (Chianti). Shy at first, this reveals 

whiffs of baking spice and dark fruit as it opens. 
It’s extremely simple, with hints of prune, clove and 
licorice. It’s made to be drunk young, with soft tan-
nins. Drink soon. Wines LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

CHIANTI

90 Cecchi 2015 Riserva (Chianti). Ripe berry, 
star anise, forest floor and a whiff of toast 

lead the nose. On the round, chewy palate, supple 
tannins frame succulent flavors of black cherry, 
raspberry compote and dark baking spice. Drink 
through 2020. Terlato Wines International. Terlato 
Wines International. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

89 Castellani 2015 L’Antico di Burchino (Chi-
anti). Made from organically farmed San-

giovese, Ciliegiolo and Canaiolo, this opens with red 
berry, tilled earth and dried herb aromas. The juicy 
palate doles out black plum, licorice and crushed 
mint flavors alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2023. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

89 Fattoria Lavacchio 2016 Puro (Chianti). 
Made from organically grown Sangiovese 

grapes with no added sulfites, this earthy red opens 
with dark-skinned berry, underbrush and thyme 
aromas. The juicy palate doles out ripe black cherry, 
clove and white pepper flavors alongside pliant tan-
nins. Enjoy soon. Simioni Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 Podere il Pozzo 2015 Chianti. This 100% 
Sangiovese wine has dark fruit and cooking 

spice aromas. Mirroring the nose, the savory palate 
delivers black cherry, cinnamon and white pepper 
notes, with pliant tannins. Enjoy soon. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 San Vito 2016 Chianti. Made from organi-
cally grown Sangiovese, this offers earthy 

aromas of red berry, underbrush and scorched soil. 
The lively palate offers raspberry, cinnamon and 
white pepper notes alongside supple tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Good Earth Winery. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Tenuta San Jacopo 2016 Poggio ai Grilli (Chi-
anti). Made entirely from organically grown 

Sangiovese, this offers wild berry, forest floor and 
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eucalyptus scents. The savory, enjoyable palate 
evokes dried black cherries, star anise and white 
pepper, with polished tannins. Drink through 2022. 
Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Tenute di Fraternita 2015 Priore (Chianti). 
Made from 90% Sangiovese and 10% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, this opens with earthy aromas 
of scorched earth, black currants and new leather. 
The juicy palate offers dried black cherry, clove and 
tobacco notes alongside firm tannins. Franco Wine 
Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

88 Agricola Tamburini 2014 The Boss (Chianti). 
Red berry, tilled soil and dried herb aromas 

lead the nose of this wine. The brisk palate offers 
sour cherry, licorice and white pepper notes along-
side polished tannins. Drink through 2021. South-
ern Glazer’s Wine and Spirits. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Badia di Morrona 2016 I Sodi del Paretaio 
(Chianti). This blend of 85% Sangiovese 

and a balance of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Syrah opens with dark-skinned berry, underbrush 
and cooking spice aromas. The straightforward, 
savory palate delivers black cherry, star anise 
and clove flavors alongside pliant tannins. Enjoy 
through 2021. Vinity Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Buccia Nera 2016 Guarniente (Chianti). 
Made entirely from organically farmed San-

giovese, this opens with dark-skinned berry and 
baking spice aromas, with an earthy hint of under-
brush. The straightforward, juicy palate offers red 
plum, clove and cinnamon touches alongside pol-
ished tannins. Enjoy soon. Regal Wine Company. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

88 Castelvecchio di Filippo Rocchi 2016 Chianti. 
Red plum and green peppercorn aromas 

lead the nose of this wine while the straightfor-
ward palate offers clove, blackberry and tobacco fla-
vors. Polished tannins provide lithe support. Drink 
through 2021. Atlantic Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Cecchi 2016 Chianti. Fragrant blue flower, 
wild berry and underbrush aromas take 

center stage in this enjoyable red. The bright, 
supple palate doles out juicy black cherry, clove 
and tobacco leaf notes, offset by easygoing tannins. 
Drink soon. Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Fattoria il Palagio 2016 Cellini (Chianti). 
This opens with red-skinned berry, iris and 

underbrush aromas. Mirroring the nose, the lively 
palate offers red cherry, clove and star anise fla-

vors alongside pliant tannins. Enjoy through 2020. 
Voliovino. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Il Colombaio 2016 Contessa Ava (Chianti). 
This wine’s underbrush, tilled soil and dark 

fruit aromas appear in the glass. The straightfor-
ward palate offers black plum, clove and white pep-
per flavors alongside smooth tannins. Drink soon. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Le Querce 2015 Sorrettole (Chianti). Deli-
cate dark fruit and tilled soil aromas guide 

the nose of this blend of Sangiovese, Canaiolo and 
Merlot. The straightforward palate evokes ripe 
black cherries, clove and black pepper, with pliant 
tannins. Drink soon. Sunrise Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Madonnina del Chiaro 2015 Damiani (Chi-
anti). Subtle black-skinned berry, baking 

spice and white pepper aromas come together in 
this. The savory palate doles out ripe black plum, 
star anise and tangerine zest notes alongside pliant 
tannins. Drink through 2021. Bacco Wine & Spirit, 
LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2016 Castiglioni 
(Chianti). This opens with red plum, under-

brush and violet aromas. The easygoing palate offers 
black cherry and star anise flavors, with a touch of 
thyme and supple tannins. It’s made to be drunk 
young, so enjoy soon. Shaw-Ross International 
Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Piccini 2016 Mario Primo (Chianti). For full 
review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 Poggio Bonelli 2016 Villa Chigi (Chianti). 
This wine’s delicate dark-skinned fruit 

and underbrush aromas emerge from the glass. The 
straightforward palate offers raspberry, star anise 
and white pepper flavors alongside rounded tan-
nins. Drink soon. Enotria Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 San Gervasio 2016 Chianti. Delicate dark 
fruit and baking spice aromas merge 

together in this. The straightforward palate delivers 
juicy black cherry, clove and white pepper flavors 
alongside smooth tannins. Drink soon. Artisanal 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Tenute di Fraternita 2013 Ser Mariotto (Chi-
anti). Made from 85% Sangiovese and 15% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this opens with toasted oak, 
mocha and dark-skinned berry aromas. The dense 
palate offers clove, blackberry jam and roasted cof-

fee notes alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2021. Franco Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Tenute di Mansalto 2016 La Commenda (Chi-
anti). This wine’s subtle aromas suggest 

black-skinned fruit, cedar and leafy underbrush. 
The straightforward palate offers clove, tobacco 
and black currant touches alongside solid tannins. 
Drink through 2021. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Buccia Nera 2015 Guarniente (Chianti). Made 
entirely from Sangiovese, this offers violet, 

thyme and tilled soil aromas. Supple tannins frame 
its red plum, licorice and baking spice flavors. Enjoy 
soon. Regal Wine Company. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

87 Casa Liliana 2016 Good (Chianti). This opens 
with red fruit, baking spice and Mediter-

ranean scrub aromas. The easygoing palate evokes 
black cherry and clove, with supple tannins. Drink 
soon. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Castellani 2016 Famiglia Castellani (Chianti). 
This easygoing red has subdued aromas sug-

gesting red fruit and baking spices. The simple, 
light-bodied palate offers raspberry and white pep-
per touches alongside smooth tannins. Drink soon. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Castello Montauto 2015 Chianti. Under-
brush, wild berry and grilled Porcini mush-

room aromas come together in this straightforward 
red, along with a whiff of leather. The easygoing pal-
ate offers crushed wild cherry, orange zest and clove 
hints alongside solid tannins. Drink through 2019. 
Terlato Wines International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Castelvecchio di Filippo Rocchi 2016 Santa 
Caterina (Chianti). This opens with dark-

skinned fruit and underbrush aromas. The easy-
going palate offers black cherry, white pepper and 
clove flavors alongside pliant tannins. Drink soon. 
Atlantic Importing. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Castelvecchio di Filippo Rocchi 2015 Santa 
Caterina (Chianti). This wine’s dark berry 

and baking spice aromas emerge from the glass. The 
linear, no-frills palate offers crushed plum and star 
anise flavors alongside smooth tannins. Drink soon. 
Atlantic Importing. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Coli 2014 Riserva (Chianti). Aromas suggest-
ing moist soil, vanilla and black plums lead 

the nose of this wine. The straightforward palate 
offers prune, clove and licorice touches alongside 
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round tannins. Drink through 2020. 8 Vini, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Conte Ferdinando Guicciardini 2016 Le Terre 
(Chianti). This straightforward wine has red 

cherry, iris and green peppercorn aromas that carry 
over to easygoing palate, along with supple tannins. 
Enjoy soon to catch the fruit richness. The Barter-
house. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Dianella 2016 Chianti. Made from Sangio-
vese and 5% Colorino, this recalls baking 

spice, dark fruit and tilled soil on the nose. The 
straightforward palate offers black plum, cinnamon 
and white pepper notes alongside smooth tannins. 
Drink soon. Santa Maria Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Duca di Saragnano 2016 Chianti. This opens 
with subtle dark-skinned berry, tilled soil 

and cooking spice aromas. The straightforward, 
easy-drinking palate offers fleshy black plum, nut-
meg and white pepper hints alongside supple tan-
nins. Drink soon. Pazzione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Duca di Saragnano 2016 Governo all’Uso 
Toscano (Chianti). Scorched earth, truffle 

and dark-skinned fruit aromas emerge on the nose 
of this wine. The straightforward palate delivers 
black currant, cedar and vanilla flavors alongside 
round tannins. Drink soon. Pazzione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Fattoria Il Muro 2016 Spigallo (Chianti). This 
blend of 80% Sangiovese and 20% Merlot 

has black currant and baking spice aromas. The 
easygoing palate shows black plum and clove notes 
alongside smooth tannins. Drink soon. Wineries of 
Italy Consortium. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Fattoria Uccelliera 2015 Chianti. This blend 
of 85% Sangiovese and 15% Canaiolo opens 

with subtle dark-skinned fruit, baking spice and 
underbrush aromas. The juicy palate offers dark 
berry and star anise flavors alongside pliant tan-
nins. Drink soon. L & G Distributors. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Geografico 2016 Chianti. This wine’s black 
plum and baking spice aromas carry over to 

the straightforward palate, together with a touch of 
licorice. It’s round and ready to drink thanks to soft 
tannins. Enjoy soon. 8 Vini, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Melini 2016 San Lorenzo (Chianti). This 
wine’s subdued red plum and underbrush 

aromas emerge in the glass. The simple palate deliv-
ers red cherry, vanilla and clove flavors alongside 

supple tannins. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Natale Verga 2016 Chianti. This opens with 
blue flower and wild berry aromas. The 

easy-drinking palate delivers crushed raspberry, 
white pepper and clove hints alongside pliant tan-
nins. Drink soon. Jandell Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

87 Parri 2015 Tenuta di Monte (Chianti). This 
opens with subdued baking spice and black 

plum aromas that carry over to the linear palate, 
along with a hint of clove. It’s straightforward and 
easy-drinking, with smooth tannins. Enjoy soon. 
Mitchell Wine Group. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Pietralta 2016 Chianti. Underbrush, dark 
fruit and baking spice aromas lead the nose 

of this wine. The straightforward palate delivers red 
cherry, clove and orange peel hints alongside round 
tannins. Drink soon. Piedmont Wine Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Podere Volpaio 2011 Chianti. Made from 
organically grown Sangiovese, Canaiolo, 

Colorino and Malvasia Nera, this opens with earthy 
aromas of scorched earth, leather and black-skinned 
berries. The straightforward palate doles out lico-
rice, clove and black cherry jam flavors alongside 
round tannins. Drink through 2021. Snarky & Spir-
ited LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

87 Poggio Nicchiaia 2015 Filetto (Chianti). 
Made entirely from Sangiovese, this has 

subdued black plum and baking spice aromas. The 
linear palate delivers prune, clove and licorice hints 
accompanied by relaxed tannins. Drink soon. 7 
Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Poggio Salvi 2015 Chianti. This wine’s dark 
berry and tilled soil aromas emerge from 

the glass. The easygoing palate delivers black plum, 
tobacco and white pepper flavors alongside pliant 
tannins. Drink soon. Panebianco. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Ridolfi 2017 Rocchetto (Chianti). Dark fruit 
and tilled soil aromas emerge from this 

wine. The straightforward palate offers red plum 
and star anise notes alongside round tannins. Drink 
soon. Cana Wine Company. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

87 Rocca di Castagnoli 2016 Fattoria di Scan-
nano (Chianti). Subdued blue flower and 

baking spice aromas lead the nose of this blend of 
90% Sangiovese and 10% Ciliegiolo. The straight-
forward palate delivers black cherry fruit accented 
with black pepper and licorice notes alongside 

relaxed tannins. Drink soon. Regal Wine Imports 
Inc. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Rocca di Castagnoli 2016 Villa Montcastello 
(Chianti). This wine’s dark fruit, cooking 

spice and incense aromas emerge from the glass. 
The lively palate offers sour cherry, citrus zest and 
star anise notes alongside smooth tannins. Drink 
soon. Regal Wine Imports Inc. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Salcheto 2017 Biskero (Chianti). This 
straightforward red leads with iris and red 

berry aromas. On the palate, smooth tannins and 
bright acidity frame juicy raspberry and white pep-
per notes. Enjoy soon. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Toscolo 2016 Chianti. This wine’s black-
skinned fruit, underbrush and baking spice 

aromas emerge from the glass. The easy-drinking, 
approachable palate offers Morello cherry, clove 
and white pepper touches alongside supple tannins. 
Enjoy soon. Empson USA Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 Usiglian del Vescovo 2015 Chianti. This easy-
going blend of Sangiovese and 10% Caber-

net Sauvignon has subdued cooking spice and dark-
skinned fruit aromas. The round palate offers black 
cherry jam, vanilla and star anise flavors alongside 
smooth tannins. Drink soon. Wine Worldwide. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2016 Pog-
gio Stella (Chianti). Subtle red-skinned fruit 

and underbrush aromas lead the nose of this easy-
going wine. The simple palate offers sour cherry and 
star anise hints alongside smooth tannins. Drink 
soon. Wines LLC. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

86 Candoni 2016 Chianti. Red fruit and tilled 
soil aromas lead the nose of this wine while 

the simple, light-bodied palate offers red plum and 
white pepper hints. It’s easy-drinking, with soft 
tannins. Drink soon. Arel Group Wine and Spirits 
Inc. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Casa di Monte 2014 Chianti. This informal 
red’s subdued cooking spice and dark fruit 

aromas lead the way while the simple palate offers 
black plum and star anise notes. Soft tannins pro-
vide light support. Drink soon. Vino Veritas. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Fontella 2016 Chianti. This informal red 
opens with dark fruit and baking spice aro-

mas that carry over to the simple palate, along with 
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a clove note and round tannins. Drink soon. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Marchese di Pani 2016 Chianti. This casual 
red has wild berry, tangerine peel and culi-

nary spice scents. The easygoing, simple palate 
shows blueberry jam and star anise notes alongside 
pliant tannins. Drink soon. Pazzione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Piccini 2016 Orange Label (Chianti). For full 
review see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Renzo Masi 2016 Chianti. Shy at first, this 
reveals dark fruit and baking spice aromas 

as it opens. The simple palate offers red plum and 
star anise suggestions alongside flexible tannins. 
Drink soon. HB Wine Merchants. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Tenuta di Ceppaiano 2017 Chianti. This 
easygoing red has subdued aromas suggest-

ing red fruit and baking spices. The simple, light-
bodied palate offers raspberry and white pepper 
touches alongside smooth, pliant tannins. Drink 
soon. Mission Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Tenuta di Trecciano 2016 Chianti. This infor-
mal red suggests red fruit and baking spices 

on the nose. The simple palate offers wild cherry 
and clove flavors alongside pliant tannins. Drink 
soon. Saranty Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Uggiano 2016 Roccialta (Chianti). This 
wine’s black-skinned fruit and cooking 

spice aromas emerge from the glass. It’s easygoing, 
with black cherry, clove and star anise touches and 
round tannins. Drink soon. Global Spirits and Wine. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

86 Vecchia Cantina di Montepulciano 2016 Chi-
anti. This has scorched earth, tobacco and 

dark fruit aromas. The simple palate offers black 
plum and star anise hints alongside laid-back tan-
nins. Drink soon. Arte Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Colognole 2016 Sinopie (Chianti). Young 
and fruity, this simple red has wild berry 

aromas, along with a whiff of ground pepper. The 
laid-back, informal palate offers fleshy strawberry, 
clove and salty notes alongside soft, fleeting tan-
nins. Eagle Eye Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 I Mori 2016 Chianti. This has subdued dark 
fruit and baking spice aromas that carry 

over to the simple palate, together with hints of 

orange peel and clove. It’s easy-drinking, with flex-
ible tannins. Drink soon. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Il Palazzo 2016 Chianti. Scorched earth aro-
mas, a whiff of underbrush and a toasted 

note lead the nose of this wine. The ripe and sim-
ple palate offers fleshy wild cherry and orange zest 
flavors alongside fleeting tannins. Franciacorta 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Melini 2016 Borghi d’Elsa (Chianti). This has 
restrained aromas of dark-skinned fruit and 

leafy underbrush. The soft, simple palate offers dark 
berry, clove and orange peel touches alongside pli-
ant tannins. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Petriolo 2015 Chianti. This has a shy nose 
that eventually reveals whiffs of cooking 

spice and dark fruit. The light-bodied, informal pal-
ate offers fleshy black plum and star anise flavors 
alongside loose-knit tannins. Drink soon. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Travignoli 2016 Borgo Santa Flora (Chi-
anti). This informal red has scorched earth 

and dark berry scents. The simple palate suggests 
orange peel, clove and a hint of plum, with easygo-
ing, not very persistent tannins. Solea USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

VINO NOBILE DI  
MONTEPULCIANO

94 Contucci 2014 Mulinvecchio (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). For full review see page 4. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

93 Dei 2015 Bossona Riserva (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). This has a rather shy 

nose but eventually reveals black plum, under-
brush, pressed violet and exotic spice aromas. The 
full-bodied, enveloping palate offers dried Mar-
asca cherry, brandied prune and star anise flavors 
framed by fine-grained tannins. Drink 2020–2025. 
de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $52 

92 Contucci 2014 Pietra Rossa (Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano). Racy and structured, this 

firm red opens with dark-skinned fruit, forest floor, 
pipe tobacco, violet and game aromas. On the ele-
gant palate, vibrant acidity and taut tannins under-
score fresh red plum, cranberry and baking spice 
notes. It’s still young and austere, so give it time to 
fully develop. Drink 2024–2034. Martignetti Com-
panies. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

92 Gracciano della Seta 2015 Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano. This wine’s pressed violet, 

dark-skinned berry and star anise aromas waft out 
of the glass. Mirroring the nose, the elegant, juicy 
palate doles out ripe black cherry, black plum and 
licorice notes set against fine-grained tannins. 
Drink 2020–2027. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

91 Contucci 2014 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. 
Earthy aromas of violets, tilled soil, crushed 

black olives and new leather take shape in this soul-
ful red. The taut, medium-bodied palate doles out 
ripe red cherry, plum, licorice and game flavors, 
with bright acidity and polished tannins. Drink 
2019–2029. Martignetti Companies. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

TOSCANA

89 Piandaccoli 2013 Foglia Tonda del Rinas-
cimento Foglia Tonda (Toscana). Made 

entirely from the native grape Foglia Tonda, this has 
a shy nose but eventually reveals underbrush and 
violet scents. The dense palate offers prune, cedar 
and tobacco notes alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Drink through 2022. Lilium Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

89 Piandaccoli 2013 Pugnitello del Rinasci-
mento Pugnitello (Toscana). Made entirely 

from the native grape Pugnitello, this opens with 
delicate tilled earth, cooking spice and black fruit 
aromas. The forward palate delivers blackberry jam, 
clove and licorice flavors alongside velvety tannins. 
Drink through 2022. Lilium Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $73 

88 Le Querce 2013 Red Blend (Toscana). Made 
from 95% Sangiovese and 5% Colorino, 

this opens with toasted oak, espresso and dark fruit 
aromas. The dense palate offers vanilla, mocha, 
tobacco and black cherry jam notes alongside close-
grained tannins. Sunrise Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

OTHER RED WINES

97 Tenuta San Guido 2015 Sassicaia (Bolgheri 
Sassicaia). This iconic wine’s blackberry, 

cedar and vanilla aromas fill the glass. The elegant, 
structured palate delivers juicy black currant, black 
cherry, exotic spice, crushed herb and menthol fla-
vors alongside taut, fine-grained tannins. It boasts 
a fantastic combination of delicious, ripe fruits, 
balanced by remarkable freshness and agility for 
the hot vintage. Drink 2022–2035. Kobrand. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $235 

91 Donna Olga 2013 Brunello di Montalcino. 
Black-skinned berry, forest floor, underbrush 

and leather lead the nose of this wine. On the juicy, 
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balanced palate, refined tannins support Marasca 
cherry, raspberry compote and white pepper fla-
vors. Drink 2020–2026. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

89 Olivi 2012 Orcia. Made from 80% San-
giovese and 20% Cabernet Franc, this 

opens with black currant, Mediterranean scrub 
and leather scents. The concentrated palate offers 
ripe black plum, licorice and vanilla notes along-
side dusty tannins. Drink through 2022. Pullano 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

VIN SANTO

93 Volpaia 2012 Vin Santo del Chianti Classico. 
This wine’s ripe apricot, vanilla and maple 

syrup aromas follow through to the rich palate, 
along with marzipan and acacia honey notes. It’s 
enveloping and well balanced, with a long finish. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49/375 ml 

91 Castello di Cacchiano 2004 Vin Santo del Chi-
anti Classico. Dried fig, orange zest, candied 

apricot and almond aromas emerge from this wine. 
They carry over to the concentrated, velvety palate, 
along with walnut and acacia honey notes. Masci-
arelli Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42/375 ml 

91 Losi Querciavalle 2001 Vin Santo del Chianti 
Classico. Made from equal parts dried Treb-

biano and Malvasia grapes, this has inviting maple 
syrup, toasted hazelnut and ginger aromas. The 
concentrated palate delivers chestnut honey, can-
died fig and white almond notes. Tricana Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 16% Price: $45/500 ml 

90 Cantagallo 2010 Montalbano Millarium 
Riserva (Vin Santo del Chianti). Made from 

80% Trebbiano and 20% Malvasia, this opens with 
dried fig and orange jam aromas. The warm, con-
centrated palate delivers toasted hazelnut, chestnut 
honey and apricot jam notes. Drink through 2025. 
Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $40/500 ml 

90 Mannucci Droandi 2008 Ceppeto (Vin Santo 
del Chianti Classico). Made from organically 

farmed, dried Trebbiano, Malvasia and San Colom-
bano grapes, this offers walnut, candied nectarine 
and caramel aromas. The rich but balanced palate 
delivers mature apricot, toasted almond and fig fla-
vors. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 16% Price: $NA/500 ml 

90 I Veroni 2008 Vin Santo del Chianti Rufina. 
This structured blend of dried Malvasia, 

Trebbiano and Sangiovese grapes boasts toasted 
hazelnut, ripe apricot and peach jam aromas. The 
warm, enveloping palate offers chestnut honey and 

mature fig notes while a touch of pistachio wraps up 
the finish. Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 17% Price: $38/375 ml 

89 Travignoli 2010 Riserva (Vin Santo del Chi-
anti Rufina). This opens with dried apricot 

and flaky pastry crust aromas. The sweet, rather 
fresh palate offers apricot jam, clover honey and 
toasted pine nut hints. Solea USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA/375 ml 

CENTRAL ITALY
WHITE WINES

ORVIETO

93 Marchesi Antinori 2016 Castello della Sala 
San Giovanni della Sala (Orvieto Classico). 

Heady aromas of honeysuckle and yellow stone fruit 
leap out of the glass. A blend of Grechetto (a small 
percentage of which is grown in volcanic soils), Pro-
canico, Pinot Bianco and Viognier, the juicy, deli-
cious palate delivers peach, apricot, orange zest and 
a hint of pineapple. It’s savory and balanced, with 
tangy acidity. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

93 Palazzone 2015 Campo del Guardiano (Orvi-
eto Classico Superiore). This complex and 

structured wine opens with intense ripe orchard 
fruit, tropical fruit, herb and balsamic aromas. 
The round, full-bodied palate delivers ripe yellow 
apple, yellow peach, almond, honey and mineral 
notes. Fresh acidity brightens the creamy flavors. 
Truly delicious. Drink through 2023. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

92 Decugnano dei Barbi 2016 Villa Barbi (Orvi-
eto Classico). For full review see page 7. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Decugnano dei Barbi 2016 Mare Antico 
(Orvieto Classico Superiore). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Palazzone 2016 Terre Vineate (Orvieto Clas-
sico Superiore). This wine’s alluring, deli-

cate scents of white stone fruit, pressed wildflow-
ers and almonds float out of the glass. The savory, 
linear palate offers mature yellow apple, Bartlett 
pear, chopped herb and hazelnut notes. Bright acid-
ity gives it a crisp, pristine finish. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Sergio Mottura 2016 Tragugnano (Orvieto). 
This blend of organically farmed Procanico, 

Verdello, Grechetto and Rupeccio opens with acacia 
flower, orchard fruit, flint and thyme aromas. The 

structured, savory palate delivers Williams pear, 
lemon zest and mint touches alongside fresh acidity. 
A pleasant mineral note signals the close. Chambers 
& Chambers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Salviano 2017 Orvieto Classico Superiore. 
This wine’s tropical fruit and peach aromas 

carry over to the bright, fruity palate, along with 
green apple, banana and citrus suggestions. A hint 
of bitter almond marks the close. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

CIVITELLA D’AGLIANO

91 Sergio Mottura 2015 Latour a Civitella (Civi-
tella d’Agliano). Made from 100% Grechetto, 

this opens with pressed Spanish broom, yellow 
stone fruit, ripe citrus zest and toasted oak aromas. 
On the round, full-bodied palate, toasted hazelnut 
accents underscore Golden Delicious apple and nec-
tarine flavors while a saline note backs up the finish. 
Chambers & Chambers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Sergio Mottura 2016 Poggio della Costa 
Grechetto (Civitella d’Agliano). Enticing 

scents of citrus blossoms, ripe yellow stone fruit 
and crushed stones mingle together in this wine. 
The aromas carry over to the round, medium-bod-
ied palate, along with peach, pear and bitter almond 
flavors. A saline note lingers on the finish. Cham-
bers & Chambers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

UMBRIA

90 Palazzone 2016 Grek Grechetto (Umbria). 
Acacia, yellow stone fruit and herb are 

some of the aromas you’ll find in this savory white. 
The crisp, linear palate offers yellow peach, Golden 
Delicious apple and bitter almond flavors alongside 
bright acidity. Multiple U.S. importers. Best Buy. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Argillae 2016 Grechetto (Umbria). Honey-
suckle and yellow stone fruit aromas lead 

the nose of this wine. On the fresh, medium-bodied 
palate, white almond accents back up ripe peach 
and apple flavors while a salty mineral note marks 
the close. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Roccafiore 2017 Fiordaliso Grechetto 
(Umbria). This leads with Spanish broom, 

acacia honey and dried yellow stone fruit aro-
mas. The honeyed note carries over to the palate, 
together with mature apricot, pineapple and citrus 
hints. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 
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VERDICCHIO DEI CASTELLI DI 
JESI CLASSICO SUPERIORE

92 Umani Ronchi 2015 Casal di Serra Vecchie 
Vigne (Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico 

Superiore). Made from Verdicchio from 45-year-
old vines, this structured, elegant white opens with 
yellow wildflower, beeswax and citrus aromas. The 
compelling, medium-bodied palate doles out ripe 
apple, creamy peach and acacia honey notes along-
side bright acidity. Bitter almond and saline hints 
wrap up the finish. Drink through 2025. Vineyard 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Garofoli 2015 Podium (Verdicchio dei Castelli 
di Jesi Classico Superiore). This wine’s white 

spring flower, beeswax and pink grapefruit aromas 
emerge in the glass. The juicy palate offers Williams 
pear, lime and almond notes alongside bright acid-
ity. Enjoy now–2023. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

91 Tenuta dell’Ugolino 2016 Vigneto del Bel-
luccio (Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico 

Superiore). This unusually expressive white offers 
delicate, enticing scents of white stone fruit, spring 
wildflowers and wild herbs. It’s savory and elegant, 
with creamy white peach, tangy citrus and green 
melon flavors and fresh acidity. A white almond 
note graces the finish. Vin de Garde Wines. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

91 Umani Ronchi 2017 CaSal di Serra (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). For full 

review see page 11. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

90 Bucci 2016 Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi 
Classico Superiore. This wine’s chamomile, 

acacia flower, yellow stone fruit and honey aromas 
lift out of the glass. The round, medium-bodied pal-
ate delivers ripe apricot, yellow peach and nectarine 
flavors while an almond note lingers on the tangy 
finish. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

90 Lucchetti 2016 Vittoria (Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This opens 

with Spanish broom, citrus and linden blossom 
aormas. The structured palate delivers lemon peel, 
grapefruit and almond notes alongside bright acid-
ity. A little more bottle age will result in even more 
depth and complexity. Drink through 2022. Massa-
nois Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Pievalta 2016 Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi 
Classico Superiore. Made from biodynami-

cally grown grapes, this bright, elegant white offers 
delicate scents of spring wildflowers, orchard fruit 
and toasted nuts. The fresh, tangy palate offers 

white peach and tangerine flavors while a hint of 
almond-like bitterness backs up the finish. Leon-
ardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Tenuta di Tavignano 2016 Villa Torre (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). 

Bartlett pear and Spanish broom aromas emerge 
from this wine. The savory palate delivers pink 
grapefruit, yellow peach and pineapple flavors set 
against crisp acidity. It closes on an almond note. 
Drink through 2023. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

90 Tenute Pieralisi 2016 Villaia (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

opens with enticing grapefruit, hawthorn and 
Bartlett pear aromas that carry over to the savory 
palate, along with an almondy finish and bright 
acidity. Drink through 2024. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Boccafosca 2015 Oinochoe (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

wine’s citrus, yellow flower and sage aromas merge 
together in the glass. The lively palate offers Bartlett 
pear and grapefruit flavors, with an almondy finish 
carried by crisp acidity. Drink through 2020. Wine-
Bee.com. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Filodivino 2016 Matto (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). Span-

ish broom, pink grapefruit and sea breeze aromas 
emerge from this wine. The lively palate deliv-
ers white peach and juicy pineapple flavors, with 
a touch of citrus and fresh acidity. Drink through 
2021. Click Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Tenuta di Tavignano 2016 Misco (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

wine’s yellow flower, citrus and orange zest aromas 
waft from the glass. The juicy, enveloping palate 
offers chamomile, pineapple and lime flavors along-
side bright acidity. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 Vignamato 2017 Versiano (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

leads with grapefruit, hawthorn and thyme aromas. 
The juicy palate offers Williams pear, citrus and 
bitter almond notes alongside fresh acidity. Drink 
through 2020. Grape Expectations (CA). —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Brunori 2016 San Nicolò (Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This opens 

with banana, tangerine zest and pineapple aromas 
that carry over to the savory palate. Fresh acidity 
gives it a quenching finish. Drink through 2020. 
Sussex Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Casalfarneto 2015 Grancasale (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

opens with tropical fruit and white spring flower 
aormas. The creamy, forward palate delivers pine-
apple, ripe Bartlett pear and acacia honey flavors. 
Drink through 2019. Enotec Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Moncaro 2016 Cà Ruptae (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). Subtle 

yellow flower and citrus aromas emerge from this 
wine. The rich palate shows ripe white peach, juicy 
pineapple and chamomile notes. Enjoy over the next 
few years. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Vigna degli Estensi 2016 Soteria (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

wine’s pear, bread crust and citrus rind aromas 
slowly appear in the glass and follow through to the 
round, full-bodied palate, along with a hint of mar-
zipan. Evident warmth from alcohol on the finish 
pushes it to the limit of freshness and balance. Vi 
Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Vignamato 2013 Riserva (Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This wine’s 

subtle peach jam and acacia honey aromas carry 
over to savory palate, along with candied ginger 
notes. A toasted almond note marks the close. Grape 
Expectations (CA). —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Casalfarneto 2016 Fontevecchia (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This 

wine’s spring wildflower and orchard fruit scents 
delicately lift from the glass. The straightforward 
palate offers nectarine, apple and tangy citrus fla-
vors while bitter almond marks the close. Enotec 
Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Colognola 2016 Via Condotto (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This opens 

with yellow wildflower, citrus and white stone fruit 
aromas. The fresh palate offers juicy yellow peach, 
yellow apple and bitter walnut hints alongside crisp 
acidity. Encore Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Stefano Antonucci 2015 Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico Superiore. This opens 

with toast, oak and grilled herb hints. The aromas 
carry over to the subdued palate, along with roasted 
almond, grapefruit and butterscotch notes. Drink 
soon to enjoy the remaining fruit and freshness. 
Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

86 Colognola 2015 Ghiffa (Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico Superiore). This wine’s 

pressed yellow flower and toasted nut aromas fol-
low through to the somewhat evolved palate, along 
with a bitter yellow apple skin note. The finish is 
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abrupt, and the fruit is drying out, so drink soon. 
Encore Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Marchetti 2017 Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi 
Classico Superiore. This opens with subtle 

white spring flower and citrus aromas. The simple 
palate offers lemon zest and ginger touches along-
side fresh acidity. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

VERDICCHIO DEI  
CASTELLI DI JESI CLASSICO

93 Bucci 2015 Villa Bucci Riserva (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). Delicate spring 

flower and yellow stone fruit scents gently lead the 
way in this savory, structured white. The generous, 
balanced palate is more expressive, offering ripe 
peach, apricot, yellow apple, dried herb and bitter 
almond flavors alongside tangy acidity. Energizing 
mineral and ginger notes brighten the finish. Emp-
son USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $68 

93 Pievalta 2013 San Paolo Riserva (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This compelling, 

biodynamically farmed white opens with earthy 
chamomile, Spanish broom, dried wild herb and 
nut aromas. The full-bodied, delicious palate deliv-
ers dried apricot, ripe yellow peach, tangy lemon 
drop and almond flavors while a mineral note backs 
up the finish. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

90 Montecappone 2016 Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico. This wine’s wild herb, 

spring blossom and citrus aromas follow through 
to the savory palate, along with white peach, pear, 
green melon and citrus flavors. A white almond note 
closes the clean, tangy finish. Banville Wine Mer-
chants. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Montecappone 2014 Utopia Riserva (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This opens 

with delicate, alluring aromas of white spring flow-
ers and citrus. The structured, juicy palate offers 
white peach, grapefruit and bitter almond notes 
framed by crisp acidity. Enjoy now or hold for more 
complexity. Drink through 2024. Banville Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

90 Tenuta di Tavignano 2015 Misco Riserva 
(Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). 

Delicate lemon and white spring flower aromas 
take shape in this wine. The savory, structured pal-
ate offers ripe tropical fruit, creamy yellow peach, 
ginger and toasted almond notes alongside bright 
acidity. Drink through 2022. de Grazia Imports LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Umani Ronchi 2015 Plenio Riserva (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This struc-

tured Verdicchio opens with subtle citrus, yellow 
flower and cedar aromas. The full-bodied palate 
delivers Golden Delicious apple, lemon zest and 
ginger flavors alongside bright acidity. A toasted 
almond note wraps up the finish. Drink through 
2025. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Filodivino 2016 Serra 46 (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico). This opens with 

grapefruit and apricot aromas that carry over to 
the palate, alongside a juicy lemon note. It’s bright, 
with fresh acidity. Drink through 2021. Alwaysgood. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Moncaro 2013 Vigna Novali Riserva (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This wine’s 

delicate chamomile, cedar and yellow spring flower 
aromas waft out of the glass. The structured palate 
delivers apricot, lemon rind and marzipan touches. 
Drink through 2021. Superior Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Boccafosca 2016 Stellaria (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico). This opens with 

subtle citrus and white spring flower aromas while 
the palate offers white peach and apricot notes. It’s 
bright and crisp on the close. WineBee.com. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Brunori 2016 Le Gemme (Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi Classico). This opens with deli-

cate hawthorn and citrus aromas. The bright pal-
ate offers Granny Smith apple and Concorde pear 
flavors, crisp acidity and an almondy finish. Sussex 
Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Lucchetti 2016 Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi 
Classico. Jasmine, white peach and chamo-

mile hints merge together in this. The linear pal-
ate offers grapefruit and Bosc pear notes alongside 
bright acidity that leaves a refreshing finish. Mas-
sanois Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Monte Schiavo 2016 Pallio di San Floriano 
(Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This 

opens with white peach, chamomile and sage hints. 
The juicy palate doles out yellow peach, apricot and 
tangerine zest notes alongside bright acidity. Drink 
through 2021. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Boccafosca 2016 Raggi d’Uva (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico). This wine’s subdued 

yellow stone fruit and Spanish broom aromas carry 
over to the straightforward, tangy palate, along with 
lemony zestiness. An almond note closes the finish. 
WineBee.com. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

87 Monte Schiavo 2016 Coste del Molino (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This wine’s 

subtle grapefruit and white spring flower aromas 
lift out of the glass. The ripe, straightforward pal-
ate offers Concorde pear, white peach and citrus 
touches. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Stefano Antonucci 2016 Le Vaglie (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This wine’s cit-

rus zest, cut grass and crushed herb aromas carry 
over to the bright, refreshing palate, along with a 
juicy nectarine note. Tangy acidity gives it a crisp, 
mouthwatering finish. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Tenuta dell’Ugolino 2016 Le Paiole (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This wine’s 

Spanish broom, yellow stone fruit and nut aromas 
carry over to the bright, tangy palate, along with a 
citrusy flavor. A bitter almond note closes the fin-
ish. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Moncaro 2017 Le Vele (Verdicchio dei Castelli 
di Jesi Classico). This has subdued tropical 

fruit and yellow wildflower scents. The light-bod-
ied, forward palate offers yellow peach and pineap-
ple flavors, with an almond-inflected finish. Drink 
soon. Superior Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Monte Schiavo 2016 Ruviano (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This opens 

with delicate acacia flower and citrus aromas. The 
simple, linear palate offers salty white peach and 
Bartlett pear flavors set against crisp acidity. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Piersanti 2017 Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi 
Classico. Fresh and fruity, this fun, simple 

white has tropical fruit, peach and citrus flavors. 
Bright acidity gives it a tangy finish. August Wine 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Vignedileo - Tre Castelli 2016 Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi Classico. This wine evokes 

citrus blossoms and wild herbs on the nose. The 
fresh, tangy palate doles out yellow apple and cit-
rus hints alongside crisp acidity. It’s simple but well 
made and extremely refreshing. Angelini Wine. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Colognola 2013 Labieno Riserva (Verdicchio 
dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). Made from late-

harvested grapes, this has seen better days. While it 
barely expresses aroma, the hefty palate offers faint 
suggestions of toasted almond, kerosene and dried 
yellow stone fruit. Despite its tangy acidity, the fruit 
has largely dried up, leaving an abrupt finish and 
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the heat of evident alcohol, further throwing it off 
balance. Encore Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $35 

85 Umani Ronchi 2017 Villa Bianchi (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico). This has 

restrained aromas suggesting pears and citrus. The 
simple, easygoing palate offers yellow peach and 
light almond notes alongside bright acidity. Vine-
yard Brands. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

VERDICCHIO DEI  
CASTELLI DI JESI

89 Cantina Politi 2016 Loretello (Verdicchio dei 
Castelli di Jesi). This wine’s Spanish broom, 

yellow stone fruit and citrus aromas float out of the 
glass. On the savory, medium-bodied palate, bright 
acidity lifts ripe yellow peach, pear and nectarine 
zest flavors. Astor Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Monte Schiavo 2015 Le Giuncare Riserva 
(Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi). This wine’s 

oak and butterscotch aromas carry over to the full-
bodied palate, along with coffee, dried apricot and 
dried pineapple notes. The warmth of alcohol marks 
the close. Drink soon to capture the remaining fruit 
richness. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

85 Buscareto 2016 Verdicchio dei Castelli di 
Jesi. This has a shy nose that reveals whiffs 

of spring wildflowers as it opens. The extremely 
simple palate offers citrus, pear and white almond 
notes alongside bright acidity. Casa Bruno. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

85 Stefano Antonucci 2016 Verdicchio dei Cas-
telli di Jesi. Spring blossom and white stone 

fruit aromas lead the nose of this simple but well 
made wine. On the bright palate, lively acidity 
underscores a zesty lemon flavor. Omniwines Dis-
tribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

84 Stefano Antonucci 2016 Pignocco (Verdic-
chio dei Castelli di Jesi). This extremely 

simple white has subdued yellow apple and citrus 
notions alongside crisp acidity. Pour at large parties 
and informal gatherings. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

VERDICCHIO DI MATELICA

93 La Monacesca 2015 Mirum Riserva (Verdic-
chio di Matelica). Delicious and loaded with 

personality, this structured, medium-bodied white 
opens with bread crust, yellow stone fruit, citrus 
zest, honey and toasted almond aromas that fol-
low through to the juicy, elegant palate. Fresh acid-

ity brightens the rich flavors. Drink through 2023. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Borgo Paglianetto 2016 Verdicchio di 
Matelica. This wine’s crushed herb, honey 

and ripe apple aromas carry over to the tangy pal-
ate, along with creamy pear and succulent citrus 
tones. Crisp acidity lifts the savory flavors while an 
almond note lingers on the finish. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 La Monacesca 2016 Verdicchio di Matelica. 
This wine’s heady Spanish broom, acacia 

and yellow stone fruit scents lift out of the glass. 
The palate mirrors the nose, offering creamy peach, 
yellow apple and juicy citrus flavors alongside 
bright acidity. An almond note caps off the finish. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Borgo Paglianetto 2016 Terravignata (Ver-
dicchio di Matelica). Made from organic 

grapes, this has delicate citrus and hawthorn aro-
mas. The bright palate offers chamomile, white 
peach and grapefruit hints alongside vibrant acid-
ity. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

OFFIDA PECORINO

92 Tenuta Cocci Grifoni 2014 Giudo Cocci Grifoni 
(Offida Pecorino). From the vineyard that 

helped save the Pecorino grape from extinction, this 
offers enticing white spring flower, acacia, citrus 
zest and thyme aromas. The full-bodied, elegant 
palate delivers white peach, Anjou pear and lemon 
flavors alongside crisp acidity. A flinty mineral note 
energizes the finish. It will continue to evolve for 
years. Enjoy through 2023. Beverage Solutions and 
Logistics, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Tenuta Cocci Grifoni 2014 Colle Vecchio (Offida 
Pecorino). This wine’s jasmine, Spanish 

broom and white stone fruit aromas waft out of the 
glass. The juicy palate delivers Bartlett pear, white 
peach and lemon zest flavors alongside bright acid-
ity. An almond note marks the close. Beverage Solu-
tions and Logistics, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

SPARKLING WINE

89 Tenuta di Tavignano 2016 Il Pestifero Friz-
zante Sur Lie (Marche). Fun and fizzy, this 

foaming blend of 75% Verdicchio, 15% Sangiovese 
and 15% Malvasia has delicate pressed wildflower, 
citrus and wild herb aromas that follow through to 
the palate. It’s bright and crisp, with a dry, quench-
ing finish. de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

ROSATO

87 San Lorenzo Vini 2016 Rosato (Colli Apru-
tini). This easy-drinking fifty-fifty blend of 

Montepulciano and Cabernet Sauvignon has invit-
ing red berry, blue flower and baking spice aromas. 
It’s bright and savory, with red currant, pomegran-
ate and white pepper flavors punctuated by fresh 
acidity. R.S. Lipman Co. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

SWEET WINES

91 Bissoni 2012 Passito (Albana di Romagna). 
Made from superripe Albana grapes affected 

by noble rot, this opens with saffron, chamomile 
and dried apricot aromas. The structured palate 
offers acacia honey, dried fig and toasted hazelnut 
flavors while fresh acidity lends balance and bright-
ness. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA/500 ml 

89 Salviano 2016 Vendemmia Tardiva (Orvieto 
Classico Superiore). This blend of Proca-

nico, Grechetto, Chardonnay and Sauvignon has 
candied fruit, marzipan and chestnut honey aromas. 
The forward palate offers orange zest, peach jam and 
vanilla flavors while a sweet almond note closes the 
finish. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA/375 ml 

CENTRAL ITALY
RED WINES

MONTEFALCO SAGRANTINO

93 Cantina Fratelli Pardi 2012 Sacrantino (Mon-
tefalco Sagrantino). This wine’s ripe black-

skinned berry, underbrush, graphite and balsamic 
notes unfold in the glass. The brawny, powerful pal-
ate delivers ripe blackberry, licorice, black pepper 
and clove flavors. It’s well balanced, with assertive 
but refined tannins. Drink 2021–2030. de Grazia 
Imports LLC. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

93 Tenuta Bellafonte 2012 Collenottolo (Monte-
falco Sagrantino). For full review see page 7. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

92 Cotarella 2012 RC2 (Montefalco Sagrantino). 
Black-skinned berry, graphite and leather 

aromas lead the nose of this structured wine. The 
concentrated palate delivers black cherry, tobacco 
and black pepper flavors held up by a backbone of 
assertive but polished tannins. Drink 2020–2029. 
Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 



BUYINGGUIDE

42  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  JULY 2018

92 Tenuta Bellafonte 2011 Collenottolo (Mon-
tefalco Sagrantino). This opens with ripe 

black-skinned berry, leather and earthy truffle 
aromas. The firm, concentrated palate offers cas-
sis, blackberry jam, licorice and black pepper notes 
alongside noble tannins. Enjoy 2019–2028. Empson 
USA Ltd. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $54 

91 Adanti 2007 Il Domenico (Montefalco Sagran-
tino). Underbrush, black plum and balsamic 

notes lead the nose of this wine. The concentrated 
palate offers prune, blackberry jam, mocha and 
licorice flavors alongside assertive but refined tan-
nins. Drink through 2025. David Vincent Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

90 Antonelli 2010 Chiusa di Pannone (Monte-
falco Sagrantino). This opens with subdued 

black plum and leather aromas. The dense palate 
delivers blackberry jam, prune, roasted coffee bean 
and tobacco notes alongside assertive, grippy tan-
nins. Drink 2021–2028. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

90 Bocale 2013 Montefalco Sagrantino. This 
opens with black-skinned berry and white 

pepper aromas while the bold, robust palate offers 
ripe black cherry, blackberry jam and tobacco notes. 
Tightly knit tannins and vibrant acidity provide the 
backbone. Drink 2021–2030. Tradizione Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

89 Adanti 2010 Montefalco Sagrantino. Aro-
mas suggesting tilled soil, black plums and 

mocha come together in this. The concentrated pal-
ate offers prune, blackberry jam and clove notes 
framed by austere, rather astringent tannins that 
grip the finish. Drink 2022–2028. David Vincent 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

89 Antonelli 2012 Montefalco Sagrantino. Made 
from organically grown grapes, this opens 

with subtle graphite and mature, black-skinned 
fruit aromas. The firm palate delivers roasted coffee 
bean, prune and tobacco notes alongside astringent 
tannins. Drink 2022–2028. Omniwines Distribu-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

89 Campo della Maestà 2011 Montefalco 
Sagrantino. This has ripe black-skinned 

berry and cooking spice aromas. The dense pal-
ate offers blackberry jam, clove and black pepper 
notes set against austere but refined tannins. Drink 
through 2025. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

89 Còlpetrone 2008 Sacer (Montefalco Sagran-
tino). Aromas of tilled earth, black plum 

and a hint of nutmeg unfold in the glass. The firm 

palate delivers espresso, prune and tobacco along-
side polished tannins. Drink through 2025. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

89 Di Filippo 2013 Montefalco Sagrantino. This 
offers subdued baking spice and black plum 

aromas. It’s densely concentrated, showing prune, 
raisin and tobacco flavors alongside close-grained 
tannins and the heat of evident alcohol. Drink 
2022–2028. Ruby Wines Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 16% Price: $35 

89 Lungarotti 2012 Montefalco Sagrantino. 
Cassis, ripe black-skinned berry and cedar 

aromas lead the way in this wine. The firm, dense 
palate offers fleshy black plum, clove and black pep-
per flavors alongside close-grained, astringent tan-
nins that grip the finish. Drink 2020–2027. Freder-
ick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

89 Perticaia 2012 Montefalco Sagrantino. 
Blackberry, cooking spice and mocha aro-

mas commingle in this wine. The firm, tightly struc-
tured palate delivers ripe black cherry, tobacco and 
black pepper notes framed by bracing, close-grained 
tannins. Drink 2019–2027. BelVino LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

89 Plani Archi 2012 Black Label (Montefalco 
Sagrantino). Made from organically farmed 

grapes, this offers black plum and graphite aro-
mas. The dense palate evokes prunes, licorice and 
tobacco, with close-grained, astringent tannins and 
the heat of evident alcohol. Drink 2022–2028. Bon-
homie Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

88 Còlpetrone 2011 Montefalco Sagrantino. 
This wine’s tilled earth, leather and cassis 

aromas emerge in the glass. The ripe, rather evolved 
palate shows mature black plum, roasted coffee and 
licorice flavors alongside close-grained tannins. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Plani Archi 2012 Brown Label (Montefalco 
Sagrantino). Game and black plum aromas 

lead the nose of this wine while the dense palate 
offers prune, licorice and toast notes. Assertive, 
somewhat astringent tannins and the heat of evi-
dent alcohol provide the backdrop. Drink 2022–
2027. Bonhomie Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $35 

88 Signae 2009 Amedeo (Montefalco Sagran-
tino). This opens with underbrush and 

black plum aromas while the dense palate shows 
coffee, vanilla, and prune notes. Tightly wound, 
astringent tannins provide the framework. Drink 
2020–2027. Majestic Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Bucci 2013 Villa Bucci (Rosso Piceno). Black 
cherry, vanilla and balsamic herb aromas 

take center stage in this supple blend of 70% Mon-
tepulciano and 30% Sangiovese. The savory palate 
shows black cherry, ripe blackberry and black pep-
per notes balanced by freshness and polished tan-
nins. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

91 Lungarotti 2010 Rubesco Rosso Vigna Montic-
chio Riserva (Torgiano). You’ll find inviting 

ripe black-skinned berry, violet and grilled herb 
aromas in this Sangiovese and Canaiolo blend. The 
concentrated palate delivers juicy blackberry, lico-
rice and mocha flavors alongside firm, refined tan-
nins. Drink now–2027. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

88 Lungarotti 2014 Rubesco (Torgiano). Made 
from 90% Sangiovese and 10% Colorino, 

this has violet and kitchen spice aromas. The 
medium-bodied palate shows red cherry, raspberry 
jam and clove notes alongside fresh acidity and lithe 
tannins. Drink through 2020. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Tenuta Cocci Grifoni 2012 Le Torri (Rosso 
Piceno Superiore). Made from 55% Mon-

tepulciano and 45% Sangiovese, this has black-
skinned berry and cooking spice aormas. The sim-
ple, easygoing palate offers ripe black cherry and 
white pepper hints alongside round tannins. Enjoy 
soon. Empson USA Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

PASSITO

91 Cantina Fratelli Pardi 2011 Passito (Monte-
falco Sagrantino). Made from dried Sagran-

tino grapes, this opens with blueberry, vanilla and 
nutmeg scents that carry over to the palate, along 
with coffee notes. Chewy tannins provide support 
while a cinnamon flavor closes the finish. de Grazia 
Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40/375 ml 

89 Signae 2013 Semèle Passito (Montefalco 
Sagrantino). This offers subdued dried 

black cherry, baking spice and raisin aromas while 
the palate evokes toasted almonds, prunes and 
black pepper. Polished tannins provide velvety sup-
port. Majestic Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40/375 ml 
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BORDEAUX
BORDEAUX BLANC

90 Château Ballan-Larquette 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This rounded wine is ripe, full and 

offers clean, perfumed green and white stone fruits. 
It has plenty of acidity as well as riper apricot and 
pear flavors. With its richness, it is suitable for 
food. Exclusive Imports, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Château La Croix de Queynac 2017 Bordeaux  
Blanc. This perfumed wine from the 

Fronsac’s  Gabard family is well balanced, with a 
warmth that is immediately enticing. The spice and 
ripe lychee flavors give it richness as well as add-
ing complexity. Drink this well-structured, lightly 
mineral wine now. Michael Corso Selections. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Château La Rame 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Strong notes of apricot and tropical fruits 

dominate this Sauvignon Blanc, sourced from a 
nine-acre vineyard. It has a rich core that is juicy, 
while the fresher lemon and lime flavors give it an 
exotic perfumed character. This full, ripe wine is 
delicious and ready to drink now. Rosenthal Wine 
Merchant. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Château Lamothe de Haux 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. A blend of Sauvignon Blanc, Sémil-

lon and Muscadelle, this wine offers ripe fruit and 
a rich texture. Apricot, pear and warm fruit flavors 
are well cut by the acidity and mineral texture. It is 
balanced, rich and fruity, crisp at the end and hint-
ing at a more herbal character. Drink the wine now. 
Multiple U.S. importers. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Château Thieuley 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Bright, ripe and fruity, this is a rich wine. 

Full of apple and warm pear flavors, it is concen-
trated and intense. Touches of spice and pepper 
add to the poise of the Courselle sisters’ stylish, full 
wine. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Château Tour de Mirambeau 2017 Réserve 
(Bordeaux Blanc). This ripe wine with its 

red baked-apple and cream flavors is full, juicy and 
packed with fruit flavors with a touch of nutmeg. It 
is ready to drink but will mature even more over the 
next few months. Ideal Wine and Spirits. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

90 Château Toutigeac 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Full ripeness and a rich texture promise 

much for this delicious wine. Its acidity plays a good 
supporting role for the ripe apricot and pear fruits 

with their touch of tangy edge. This well-made wine 
twill age. Drink ideally from late 2018. Chemin Des 
Vins. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

89 Chai de Bordes 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
bright, fruity wine is crisp with delicious 

acidity and ripe with rich apricot and pear flavors. 
It is a full-bodied wine but one that is balanced with 
lively aftertaste and touches of spice. Drink now. 
MHW, Ltd. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

89 Château de Seguin 2017 Sauvignon de 
Seguin (Bordeaux Blanc). Fruity aromas are 

followed through by ripe apple and apricot flavors. 
These make for a rich, smooth wine, packed with 
dense fruitiness and final acidity. The aftertaste is 
ripe and full. Drink now. Plume Ridge. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Château La Rose Saint Germain 2017 Bor-
deaux Blanc. This wine is packed with ripe 

apple, quince and hints of apricot. Spice flavors give 
it a fine bite at the end. Drink this balanced, full 
and fruity wine now. Bordeaux Wine Locators. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Château Lary 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
wine is ripe with flavors of spice, pear and 

Meyer lemon. Fragrant and refreshing, it is lively, 
full and packed with fruitiness. Drink this wine 
now. Vision Wine Brands. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

89 Château Lauduc 2017 Classic (Bordeaux 
Blanc). This rich wine has a crisp edge to 

balance its generous apple and green-pear flavors. 
The creamy texture is full, leavened by crisp her-
baceousness. The two elements give a rich, intense 
wine that will benefit from aging. Drink from late 
2018. Franck’s Signature Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Château Rauzan Despagne 2017 Réserve 
(Bordeaux Blanc). Ripe, soft and well bal-

anced, this wine is already delicious. Layers of 
apricot, white peach and quince come with just the 
right amount of acidity and lemon zest. Drink now. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $20 

89 Producta Vignobles 2017 Mission St Vincent 
(Bordeaux Blanc). This bright, ripe wine 

offers a backdrop of ripe apples. Its mineral texture 
is now softening to broaden out into rich spice, pear 
and crisp lemon. Drink the wine from late 2018. 
Wine Collection Holding. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

88 Barton & Guestier 2017 Petite Nancy Sauvi-
gnon Blanc-Sémillon (Bordeaux Blanc). For 

full review see page 17. Best Buy. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Caves de Rauzan 2017 Augey (Bordeaux 
Blanc). This wine is ripe, soft with rich 

apple and pear fruits. With balanced acidity and a 
youthful zesty character, it is full, rounded and will 
pair well with food. The aftertaste adds a perfumed 
character. Drink this wine now. United States Dis-
tilled Products. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Château des Antonins 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Smooth and ripe, this rounded wine has a 

rich character as well as crisper acidity. It is softly 
textured, full of great fruit and ready to drink. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Château des Mille Anges 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This spicy, lightly smoky wine is rich 

and full of fruit. A touch of pepper goes with the 
rich pear and apricot flavors. The wine is full in the 
mouth, intensely fruity and ready to drink. Gabri-
ella Importers Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Château du Cros 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. Tense 
and mineral driven, this is a young wine. 

With its fruit-driven acidity, it is fresh while also 
having richness and concentration. This dense wine 
will be better from late 2018. Calvert Woodley Fine 
Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $15 

88 Château Gabaron 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Fruity, crisp and with a tight texture, this 

is a concentrated wine. Piles of acidity, crisp grape-
fruit and lemon, and a strongly zesty character 
join in this delicious wine that is ready to drink. 
Authentique Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Château Grand Jean 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Tangy and mineral driven, this bright, crisp 

and fruity wine holds 70% Sémillon. Its texture is 
dominant at this stage, emphasizing a herbal char-
acter and intense acidity needs to soften. Wait for 
this Dulon family wine until the end of 2018. Misa 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

88 Château Haut-Rian 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Crisp sliced-apple flavors give this wine a 

distinctive and delicious character. It has a touch of 
spice along with plenty of acidity, giving a ripe wine 
that has a good burst of freshness at the end. Drink 
now. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Chateau Malbat 2017 L’Authentique (Bor-
deaux Blanc). This refreshing, bright wine 

from the Rochet family is full of acidity and deli-
cious apple and spice flavors. Its balance is just 
right, hinting at an herbal edge while preserving the 
pure direct of fruitiness. Drink now. Kalara Import. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 



BUYINGGUIDE

44  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  JULY 2018

88 Château Merlet 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. Juicy, 
crisp and fruity, this is an immediately 

refreshing wine. It has an herbal edge although the 
wine is really more about apple and pear flavors. 
Drink now. Michael Corso Selections. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

88 Château Terres Douces 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This is a crisp, fruity wine with lively acid-

ity. Its bright texture and lemon and grapefruit 
purity are delicious and ready to drink. Michael 
Corso Selections. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

87 Château Bois Malot 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This is a mineral-driven wine, still young 

and very textured. It has a tight character, more 
structure and texture than fruit at this stage, but 
it’s sure to open up as it matures. Drink from late 
2018. Kappy’s Importing and Distributing Co. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Château la France 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
well-balanced, ripe wine has an herbal edge 

that contrasts comfortably with the grapefruit 
and apple flavors. It has a tangy texture, hinting at 
minerality as well as fruitiness. Drink now. Eagle 
Estates Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

87 Château la Freynelle 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
The Barthe family vineyard, under the same 

ownership since 1789, is in an ideal place for white 
wines. Spice, ripe white fruits and acidity all come 
into play. The lively texture and fruitiness enhance 
this lightly perfumed wine. Drink from late 2018. 
Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Château la Verrière 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Spicy, rounded and with attractive acidity 

to match, this wine is rich and full in the mouth. 
Green-fruit flavors are balanced by the ripe apri-
cot, nutmeg and vanilla richness. Drink now. Wine 
Warehouse Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Château Larroque 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Attractively perfumed, this wine is ripe with 

kiwi and pink-grapefruit flavors. Its zesty acidity 
and mineral edge suggest that it will age well, cer-
tainly over the next several months. Drink from late 
2018. BNP Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Château Le Bonalguet 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This wine is intense with pear flavors that 

gives it a delicious, ripe character. Add in the pep-
per, spice and acidity, and the wine is balanced, 
fruity and ready to drink. Direct Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Château Les Combes 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Lychee aromas give this wine a perfumed 

character that follows through to the palate, which 
is full of great fruit and spice. This warm wine is 
ready to drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Château Reynon 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. Taut 
and crisp, this is a lively, bright wine with 

intense acidity and a tangy, mineral texture that 
accompanies layers of pear, lemon and gooseberry. 
Drink now. AP Wine Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Château Timberlay 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. Sib-
lings Florence and Philippe Giraud reserve 

10% of their red vineyards for white wine. This is 
ripe, with soft, smooth creamed-pear flavors. Acid-
ity and crispness give the wine balance. The crisp 
juicy fresh character is refreshing and the wine is 
ready to drink. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafite) 2017 
Légende (Bordeaux Blanc). This wine has 

concentration, with ripe baked-apple and creamy 
flavors. Its acidity balances with the lively white 
fruits and taut mineral texture. Drink now. Esprit 
du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

87 Maison Bertrand Ravache 2017 Les Hauts 
de la Gaffelière Sélection d’Excellence (Bor-

deaux Blanc). For pure, young Sauvignon Blanc, 
this is a soft, rounded wine. It is attractive to drink 
immediately, with quince, apple and lemon flavors. 
The final taste is packed with fruit. Cognac One, 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Maison Ginestet 2017 Le Bordeaux de Larrivet 
Haut-Brion (Bordeaux Blanc). Crisp and per-

fumed as well as herbaceous, this is a fruity wine 
with lively acidity and a clean, bright aftertaste. 
Grapefruit and lemon flavors dominate this ready-
to-drink wine. Masciarelli Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Château de Birot 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. Full, 
ripe and fruity, this is a rounded wine from 

the Cadillac estate. Packed with apple, lemon and 
spice flavors, it is mouth-filling, rich and ready to 
drink. The Wine Trust. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

86 Château de Marsan 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Immediately perfumed, this wine is crisp, 

spicy and with great acidity. Its ripe character is 
enhanced by lemon and gooseberry flavors as well 
as nutmeg and a rich aftertaste. Drink now. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Château de Parenchère 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Ripe apricot and quince flavors give 

this wine a rich, full-bodied character. It is intense 

and packed with fruit, giving the wine a warm 
character. Drink now. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Château du Claouset 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This is a light, bright wine with tangy fruit, 

spice and herbal hints. The mineral texture gives 
the wine a bite to go with its intense fruitiness. 
Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Château Haut Pougnan 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. A ripe wine, this has rich apricot and 

pear flavors. Acidity adds a fresh bite and gives the 
wine an extra depth of flavor. Drink now. Trader 
Joe’s. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Château le Grand Verdus 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This wine is light in texture and 

flavor. It has crisp herbal acidity but it needs a 
few more months to bring out the grapefruit and 
orange-zest flavors. Drink from late 2018. Wine 
Universe Corp. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Château Recougne 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Crisp and fruity, this wine is light and 

bright. Its poise and refreshing apple and grapefruit 
flavors are lively, with a mineral edge. Drink this 
attractive wine now. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Château Turcaud 2017 Cuvée Majeure (Bor-
deaux Blanc). Nutmeg and cinnamon flavors 

give this wine an exotic edge that masks the fruit at 
this stage in its development. That will change, so 
wait to drink this wine until late 2018. Sussex Wine 
Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

86 Les Hauts de Lagarde 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Crisp and herbal, this wine also has plenty 

of acidity that enhances the zesty orange-peel fla-
vors. Along with its mineral texture, the wine is 
intensely fruity, refreshing and ready to drink. Nat-
ural Merchants, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Maison Bertrand Ravache 2017 L’Instant 
(Bordeaux Blanc). Instant is a great name 

for this wine, because with its great fruit it can be 
drunk immediately. It has a herbal edge from the 
Sauvignon Blanc while also conveying ripe yellow 
fruits, apple and pear. The aftertaste is crisp with 
lemon zest. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

86 Michel Lynch 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
herbal, crisp wine is taut with mineral-

driven acidity. It is still young, still tight and with a 
lively aftertaste. Drink now. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 
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86 Schröder & Schÿler 2017 Chartron la Fleur 
Sauvignon Blanc (Bordeaux Blanc). Aged 

for a few months in tank before bottling, this wine 
captures the herbal and ripe green-fruit character of 
Bordeaux Sauvignon Blanc. Its light acidity, fruiti-
ness and crisp aftertaste all come together well. 
Drink now. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

86 Vignerons de Tutiac 2017 Flair (Bordeaux 
Blanc). Recognizable for its bulldog mascot 

in sunglasses on the label, this is a rich, intensely 
fruity Sauvignon Blanc. Great acidity is balanced 
with rich apple and ripe Bartlett pear flavors that 
lead to a refreshing tang at the end. Drink the wine 
now. Kindred Vines. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Château Borie de Noaillan 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. A light wine, this is tight with fruit, 

acidity and a mineral edge. The wine also has per-
fume and a touch of spice that gives it extra interest 
and balance. Drink now. Delirium Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

85 Château d’Haurets 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
Bright and fruity, this light, fresh wine is 

ready to drink. It has an easy character, light fruit 
and refreshing crispness. Vinadeis Americas USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 Château de Cazenove 2017 La Blanc de Caze-
nove (Bordeaux Blanc). Herbal and spicy, 

this ripe wine is full of apple and crisp lemon and 
lime flavors. Its fruitiness is balanced by acidity and 
a tangy aftertaste. Drink now. USA Wine Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Château de l’Aubrade 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This quince and rhubarb-flavored wine is a 

crisp, with an herbal edge as well as ripe fruitiness. 
With a lively aftertaste, the wine is ready to drink. 
Profile Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

85 Château Haut Mouleyre 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Bright, tight and crisp, this balanced, 

spicy wine offers plenty of grapefruit and lemon-
zest flavors. Light in texture and packed with fruit, 
it is ready to drink. Total Wine & More. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

85 Château La Gabarre 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This easygoing wine has ripe yellow and 

white-stone fruits all balanced with generous acid-
ity. It’s a rich wine that is also full of freshness. 
Drink this lightly perfumed wine now. Michael 
Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Château Lamothe-Vincent 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Rich pear flavors dominate this ripe, 

full wine. It has touches of spice as well as the rich 

fruit, perfumed and generous. The wine is ready to 
drink. La Ville Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Château Pilet 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. This 
wine is tight and herbal. With its green 

fruits and intense acidity it is crisp, concentrated 
and has a strong mineral edge. Drink the wine from 
later in 2018. HB Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

84 Château de L’Hoste Blanc 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This perfumed wine is almost too 

much. With its candy-shop fruitiness and lychee 
and kiwi flavors it perhaps misses out on crispness, 
certainly hardly typical white Bordeaux. Drink now. 
Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

84 Château de la Vieille Tour 2017 Bordeaux 
Blanc. While this wine is perfumed, it is 

also rather unfocused, the fruit and acidity at odds 
with the spicy character. Drink now. Wine Tradi-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

84 Château Petit Moulin 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
A ripe wine with some fruitiness, this 

is softly textured. A bitter edge needs to blow off 
before the wine is ready to drink, so wait until late 
2018. Chateau Imports Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

RHÔNE VALLEY
WHITE WINES

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

93 Château La Nerthe 2016 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Delicate whiffs of spice, vanilla and 

toast persist from nose to finish in this lavish but 
well-balanced wine. It’s full bodied and silky, with 
concentrated fresh apple and yellow plum flavors. 
Fresh acidity and savory hints of smoked nuts and 
dried herbs lend elegance as it persists. Hold until 
2022. Kobrand. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

93 Clos de L’Oratoire des Papes 2016 Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape. While this dry wine’s 

crisp apple, white grapefruit and pear notes are 
understated on the nose and palate, its opulent, 
creamy mouthfeel is the showcase. Full bodied and 
honeyed yet not heavy, it shows hints of cashew, 
earth and saline complexities in development. 
Although drinking elegantly now, it should be even 
better from 2026 Vinum International. Cellar 
Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

93 Domaine du Vieux Lazaret 2015 Chât-
eauneuf-du-Pape. Vibrant whiffs of orange 

blossom and lemon peel are offset by savory bramble 

and earth notes in this dry, full-bodied white blend. 
Its juicy lemon and tangerine flavors are edged by 
salty, saline complexities that are just starting to 
develop. It’s rich and textural, with a fresh, lingering 
finish. Hold until 2021. David Milligan Selections. 
Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Domaine du Vieux Lazaret 2016 Chât-
eauneuf-du-Pape. Pristine white grapefruit, 

apple and pear flavors abound in this understated 
but silken blend of Grenache, Clairette, Bourbolenc 
and Roussanne. Dry and full bodied yet freshly com-
posed, it’s enjoyable now for its youthfulness but 
should develop mineral and savory intensity with 
time. David Milligan Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Domaine de la Présidente 2015 Grands Clas-
siques (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). This wine’s 

rounded pressed yellow apple and hazelnut notes 
are brightened by fresh white blossom, lemon and 
salty mineral tones. Dry in style, with a silky, full-
bodied cling, it finishes with subtly lingering dried 
thyme and sage notes. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

LUBERON

90 Domaine le Novi 2017 Terre de Safres 
(Luberon). While the nose of this dry white 

is adorned with shades of vanilla, clove and smoke, 
the palate showcases pristine grapefruit, white 
peach and lemon. Full bodied and richly textured, 
it’s balanced by brisk, lime-like acidity and a kiss of 
chalky minerality on the finish. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine le Novi 2016 Les Soucas (Luberon). 
Inviting whiffs of golden toast and hazel-

nut accent red apple and pear in this opulent white 
wine. It’s luscious and full on the palate but cali-
brated by lemony acidity. The finish is long, with 
lingering smoke and vanilla notes. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Marrenon 2017 Classique (Luberon). Bold 
sandalwood and smoke notes perfume crisp 

lemon, white grapefruit and red apple in this full-
bodied dry wine. It’s concentrated yet vibrantly bal-
anced, with lingering tones of white blossom and 
chalk. USA Wine Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Marrenon 2017 Grande Toque (Luberon). 
Crisp, cutting gooseberry and white grape-

fruit notes are shaded by smoked nut and fresh 
herb hints in this medium-bodied white. Dry and 
intently mineral on the palate, it finishes on an 
invigorating lemon-lime flavor. USA Wine Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 
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COSTIÈRES DE NÎMES

91 Michel Gassier 2015 Lou Coucardié (Costières 
de Nîmes). Equal parts Roussanne and Gre-

nache Blanc blended with a smaller proportion of 
Viognier, this is a rich, mouthfilling dry white. The 
palate is fresh and lemony, accented by hazelnut, 
vanilla and smoke hints. It lingers on a long, honey-
comb- and blossom-laced finish. European Cellars. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

90 Château de Nages 2016 JT (Costières de 
Nîmes). Mouthfilling and rich, this full-

bodied dry white offers concentrated yellow apple 
and lemon flavors accented by layers of vanilla, 
smoke and spice. A blend of Roussanne, Viognier 
and Grenache Blanc, it’s lavish and weighty yet bal-
anced by delicate acidity and an elegant, minerally 
finish. Drink now–2021. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Château de Nages 2016 Vieilles Vignes 
(Costières de Nîmes). Zesty lemon, apple 

and yellow peach flavors are briskly concentrated in 
this dry, mineral white. It’s full bodied and honeyed 
yet has a refreshing, silky lift. The finish is marked 
by lingering hints of hazelnut and fresh Mediter-
ranean herbs. Enjoy now–2020. Saranty Imports. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Château Mourgues du Grès 2017 Galets 
Dorés (Costières de Nîmes). Hints of nut, 

honeycomb and vanilla accent sunny yellow apple 
and tangerine fruit here. It’s a silky, luscious dry 
wine anchored by lemony acidity. The finish lingers 
long, with a bristling lime pith note. David Bowler 
Wine. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Mas Carlot 2017 Costières de Nîmes. Heady 
white floral, nut and spice notes accent 

fresh grapefruit and pineapple flavors in this silky 
dry white. It’s a lavishly textured, slightly warm-
ing wine balanced by crisp, citrusy acidity. Drink 
now–2021. Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90 Michel Gassier 2016 Nostre Païs (Costières 
de Nîmes). Fresh pear and quince notes 

are layered in savory tones of graphite, smoke and 
tobacco leaf in this savory, boldly structured wine. 
While rich and weighty on the palate, it’s balanced 
neatly by fresh acidity and a slightly phenolic finish. 
Pleasant now, it may show better from 2020. Euro-
pean Cellars. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

89 Château L’Ermitage 2017 Auzan (Costières 
de Nîmes). Opening notes of dried herbs 

and smoke lend a savory shadow to this wine’s crisp 
yellow peach, apple and pear fruit. Full bodied yet 

freshly balanced, it’s a satisfyingly rich dry white 
that finishes with a twist of lime zest. Drink now–
2020. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

89 Château L’Ermitage 2017 Sainte Cécile 
(Costières de Nîmes). Fermented and 

matured in French oak, this bold white wine offers 
robust yellow apple and pear flavors with heady 
accents of vanilla, spice and cinnamon toast. It’s 
exuberant yet elegantly dry and finishes with fine, 
feathery tannins. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Château de Nages 2017 Buti Nages (Costières 
de Nîmes). Soft, lemony acidity lends a 

sunny feel to crisp yellow apple and pear flavors 
here. Full bodied yet fresh, it’s a thirst-quenching 
dry wine accented by white blossom and almond 
hints. Enjoy now–2020. Saranty Imports. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Chateau La Tour De Beraud 2017 Costières de 
Nîmes. Full bodied yet delicate in concen-

tration, this dry white wine offers crisp white pear 
and tangerine flavors accented by bramble, cashew 
and honey tones. The finish is brisk yet refreshing. 
Kindred Vines. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Campuget 2016 Tradition (Costières de 
Nîmes). Restrained yellow apple and pea 

notes are nuanced by hazelnut, salt and brine hints 
in this slightly savory white blend. Dry in style, it’s 
brightened by fresh, lemony acidity and a hit of yel-
low peach on the finish. Drink now. Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

90 Domaine Saint Amant 2016 La Borry (Côtes 
du Rhône). Plumes of orange blossom and 

honeydew perfume this lavishly fruity wine. Dry 
and full bodied, it offers juicy lemon and tanger-
ine flavors offset by twists of bitter grapefruit rind. 
The finish lingers on a pleasant slick of honeycomb. 
Petit Pois. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Les Vignerons du Castelas 2017 Côtes du 
Rhône. Exuberant whiffs of pink grapefruit 

and white blossom abound in this unctuous, full-
bodied white wine. Its fresh pear and citrus flavors 
are crisply concentrated, fringed by lemon pith and 
a slightly waxy, mineral finish. Drink now–2021. La 
Ville Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90 Olivier Ravoire 2017 Côtes du Rhône. Whiffs 
of yellow apple and white blossom perfume 

this vibrant, dry white. Juicy white grapefruit on 
the palate is offset by crisp acidity and a firm min-

eral undertone. Enjoy now–2020 for its exuberant, 
fresh style. Serendipity Wine Imports. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Vignobles et Compagnie 2016 Côtes du 
Rhône. Delicate notes of crushed stone and 

smoke accent pressed apple and pear on the nose of 
this dry white wine. The palate is surprisingly fresh 
and spry, brightened by sunny squirts of lime and 
lemon and integrated vanilla, hazelnut and spice 
notes. It finishes long, with a silken cling. Vignobles 
& Compagnie. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Château Saint-Nabor 2017 Côtes du Rhône. 
This invigorating dry white wine offers 

crisp gooseberry and grapefruit flavors juxtaposed 
by hints of wax and honey. It’s elegant, with a lean, 
mineral finish. Drink now–2021. Marquee Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Delas Frères 2016 Saint-Esprit (Côtes du 
Rhône). This luscious, richly textured wine 

is full of ripe yellow apple, pear and grapefruit fla-
vors accented by hints of nut, clove and vanilla. 
Dry and pleasantly plump, it’s balanced neatly by 
fresh, lemony acidity and a smoky, salted caramel-
inflected finish. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

89 Enfant Terrible 2017 Côtes du Rhône. Full 
bodied and plush, this dry white balances 

ripe yellow apple and pear fruit with refreshingly 
stony minerality. Its acidic structure is yielding and 
sunny, but the finish is elegant and a touch saline. 
Drink now–2020. Terra Firma USA Inc. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

89 La Ferme du Mont 2015 La Truffière (Côtes 
du Rhône). While restrained on the nose, 

this full-bodied dry white offers creamy yellow 
apple and tangerine notes accented by cashew and 
spice. It’s not deeply complex, but its lavish, silky 
texture is lovely. The finish is bright and fresh, with 
a delicate mineral touch. Drink now–2020. Seaview 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Les Dauphins 2016 Reserve (Côtes du 
Rhône). This delightfully fragrant Grenache 

Blanc blend offers vivacious lemon, tangerine peel 
and white blossom notes. It’s dry, zesty and spry 
on the palate, with chalky minerality and a linger-
ing, pithy grapefruit flavor. A light-bodied thirst 
quencher to enjoy now–2020. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Rhône to the Bone 2017 Côtes du Rhône. 
Delicate orange blossom and dusty mineral 

tones introduce this full-bodied but zesty white. Its 
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crisp pear and grapefruit flavors are approachable 
and fresh, balanced by crushed-stone minerality 
and a firm acidic backbone. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Xavier Vignon 2017 Côtes du Rhône. Hints 
of hazelnut and bramble accent fresh 

Asian pear, grapefruit and lime flavors here. While 
full bodied and lavishly textured, it’s balanced by 
a crisp mineral backbone and lively acidity. Drink 
now–2020. Sussex Wine Merchants. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Brotte 2017 Esprit Barville (Côtes du Rhône). 
Briskly concentrated Asian pear and grape-

fruit flavors are accented by crisp acidity and a 
clean, mineral tone in this full-bodied but fresh 
white. It’s an easy-drinking dry wine to enjoy now–
2020. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Ogier 2017 Artesis (Côtes du Rhône). Whiffs 
of dusty mineral and smoke introduce this 

dry, medium-bodied white. The palate offers deli-
cate apple and pear flavors accented by hazelnut 
notes and fresh white grapefruit-like acidity. A spry, 
neatly balanced wine to enjoy now–2020. Esprit du 
Vin. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Père Anselme 2017 La Fiole (Côtes du 
Rhône). Restrained and refreshingly min-

eral, this full-bodied white offers delicate lemon 
and tangerine notes. While voluptuously textured, 
it’s dry and spry, finishing on a pleasant hit of lime 
pith. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Château Mont-Redon 2016 Abielle-Fabre 
(Côtes du Rhône). Silken, mouth clinging 

texture is at the fore in this dry, full-bodied blend 
of equal parts Grenache Blanc, Viognier and Rous-
sanne. The palate offers ripe but restrained pressed 
red apple and pear notes, accented by a hints of 
hazelnut and spice. Fresh acidity brightens the 
warming finish. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Domaine de la Présidente 2016 Grands Clas-
siques (Côtes du Rhône). Savory apple and 

pear flavors are dusted with crushed earth and salt 
notes in this dry, full-bodied white. It’s a hefty, 
warming wine with lavish texture and soft, yield-
ing acidity. The finish is edged by hints of salt and 
almond. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

87 Ferraton Pere et Fils 2016 Samorëns (Côtes 
du Rhône). There’s a slightly coppery tone 

to this savory but easy-drinking, full-bodied white. 
Its rustic apple and pear flavors have a pleasantly 
cidery edge, accented by hints of earth and dried 

herbs. Fresh acidity brightens the finish. Drink now. 
Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Petit Tracteur 2016 Côtes du Rhône. Earthy 
tones of smoke and dusty mineral blow off 

to reveal elegant yellow apple and pear fruit here. 
Despite its dry, light-bodied style, it’s pleasantly 
mouth-clinging and supple in texture. Sprightly 
acidity brightens its moderately long finish. 
Savorian Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Léon Perdigal 2016 Côtes du Rhône. This 
full-bodied, slightly warming dry wine 

offers subdued green plum and apple notes. Crisp, 
lemony acidity and a hint of spice lend interest to 
the finish. Drink now. Vinamericas Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

RHÔNE VALLEY
ROSÉS

TAVEL

91 Château d’Aqueria 2017 Rosé (Tavel). Juicy, 
mouthwatering blackberry and cherry fla-

vors abound in this exuberantly fruity yet elegant 
rosé. While plush and full on the palate, it’s dry and 
briskly balanced, with a firm, mineral backbone. 
Fine, feathery tannins and a touch of sweet spice 
linger on the finish. Drink now–2020. Kobrand. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

91 Domaine Maby 2017 La Forcadière Rosé 
(Tavel). Rich caramelized sugar and black 

plum aromas take a zesty turn on the palate of this 
dry rosé. Full in body, it has spry and crisply con-
centrated blackberry and currant flavors. The fin-
ish is long, accented by lavender and a delightfully 
chalky tone. Drink now–2021. DB Wine Selection. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

91 Domaine Maby 2017 Prima Donna Rosé 
(Tavel). Whiffs of violet, fresh tarragon and 

black-currant candy introduce this deep-hued, 
complex rosé. Dry in style, its pristine black fruit 
flavors are ripe and concentrated. Fresh acidity and 
a firm, granitic edge lead its long, lingering finish. 
Delicious now, it should hold well through 2021. DB 
Wine Selection. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Domaine des Carteresses 2017 Rosé (Tavel). 
Invigorating fresh blackberry and rasp-

berry notes persist from nose to finish in this dry, 
full-bodied rosé. It’s not as densely concentrated 
as other Tavel wines but is refreshingly spry and 
mineral. Subtle hints of garrigue and violet linger 

on the finish. Drink now–2020. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Domaine Maby 2016 Libiamo Rosé (Tavel). 
Aged nine months in oak, this spicy, vanilla-

kissed rosé drinks more like a light red wine than 
a pool-side quaffer. Densely concentrated in plum 
and cherry flavors and framed firmly by oak and 
tannins, it’s a structured wine intended for hearty 
fare. While approachable now, it may drink more 
seamlessly in the summer of 2019. DB Wine Selec-
tion. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

COSTIÈRES DE NÎMES

91 Campuget 2017 1753 Syrah-Vermentino Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). For full review see page 

9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Le Fervent 2017 Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). 
Deeply concentrated red cherry and straw-

berry flavors are balanced by crisp acidity and 
invigorating mineral undertones here. It’s a dry yet 
bold fruit-forward sipper, with a plump, juicy pal-
ate. Structured by fine tannins and savory, herbal 
flair, it’s elegant and versatile enough to enjoy year 
round. Drink now–2021. Saranty Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Château de Nages 2017 Vieilles Vignes Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). This lip-smacking, 

vivacious dry rosé juxtaposes pert yellow peach, 
apricot and raspberry flavors against swathes of 
dried herb and violet. While voluptuous in body and 
texture, it’s fresh and thirst quenching, too. The fin-
ish lingers freshly, accented by lavender and thyme. 
Drink now–2020. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Château Guiot 2017 Rosé (Costières de 
Nîmes). Restrained crisp yellow peach 

and red cherry aromas build on the palate of this 
dry, very pale-pink rosé. Full bodied yet freshly 
balanced, it’s juicy and intensely peachy, with a 
delightfully textured cling and a clean, minerally 
finish. Misa Imports. Best Buy. —A.I.
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

90 Château L’Ermitage 2017 Auzan Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Vibrant sour cherry-

like acidity and delicate body make this dry rosé 
an especially invigorating thirst-quencher. Crisply 
concentrated with wild strawberry and raspberry 
flavors, it’s silken yet spry, adapting seamlessly 
from poolside to the dinner table. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

90 Château L’Ermitage 2017 Sainte Cécile Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Bold pink in hue, this 
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single-varietal Mourvedre rosé offers concentrated 
black currant and plum flavors accented by vanilla, 
toast and spice. Fermented and aged three months 
in oak barrels, it’s full bodied and structured with 
fine, feathery tannins. Delicious now, it should hold 
well into the 2019 summer season. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Château Mourgues du Grès 2017 Fleur 
d’Eglantine Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). 

Whiffs of white peach and raspberry introduce this 
full-bodied, elegant rosé. While dry and restrained 
in style, it’s invigorating with unique saline and 
chalky mineral highlights. Whispers of tannin and 
savory dried herbs lend structure to the finish. 
David Bowler Wine. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

90 Château Mourgues du Grès 2017 Galets Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Crisp tones of white 

peach, strawberry and raspberry perfume this 
vibrant, dry rosé. The palate is juicy and forward, 
offering loads of tart red currant and red plum fla-
vors, edged with chalk and stone. Drink now. David 
Bowler Wine. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Mas des Bressades 2017 Cuvée Tradition 
Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). Initial whiffs 

of smoke and earth blow off to reveal bright red 
plum and bramble aromas here. Dry and refresh-
ingly tart, it offers crisp raspberry and strawberry 
flavors nuanced by hints of garrigue and crushed 
stone. Drink now. Robert Kacher Selections. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Château de Nages 2017 Buti Nages Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Pretty and perfumed, 

this lavishly mouth-filling rosé offers loads of fresh 
apricot, strawberry and watermelon flavors. Dry, 
with a juicy, thirst-quenching feel, it’s elevated by a 
crystalline mineral backbone and sprightly acidity. 
Drink now–2020. Saranty Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Domaine du Vistre 2017 Cuvée Gladiateur 
Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). Crisp raspberry 

and red cherry notes, while subtle on the nose, 
amass ripeness and concentration on the palate of 
this lusciously fruity dry rosé. It’s juicy and volup-
tuous, balanced by a brisk, refreshing finish. Golden 
Vines. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Mas Carlot 2017 Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). 
This pretty pink rosé offsets its zesty rasp-

berry and currant flavors with savory lavender, 
dried herb and bramble tones. It’s briskly concen-
trated but thirst-quenching, with an invigorat-
ing crushed stone-laced finish. Drink now. Robert 
Kacher Selections. Best Buy.—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

88 Campuget 2017 Tradition Rosé (Costières 
de Nîmes). For full review see page 17. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Mas Carlot 2017 L’Irresistible Rosé (Costières 
de Nîmes). Still closed when tasted in 

March 2018, this delicate rosé’s earth and smoke 
notes give way to concentrated raspberry and 
strawberry flavors after hearty aeration. Full bod-
ied and richly textured, it’s calibrated by refreshing 
acidity and a firm, mineral finish. Domaine Select 
Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Gabriel Meffre 2017 Château Grand Escalon 
Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). Initial smoke 

and earth scents fade with aeration here. It’s a 
full-bodied, silky wine with delicate raspberry and 
red cherry accents. The finish is brisk but bright, 
augmented by hints of dried Mediterranean herbs. 
Drink now. Vision Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

LUBERON

91 Château Val Joanis 2017 Joséphine Rosé 
(Luberon). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Marrenon 2017 Petula Rosé (Luberon). 
Exuberantly perfumed, this pretty dry 

rosé entices with heady raspberry and watermelon 
aromas accented by wild herb notes. While full in 
body, it has crisp, cutting red cherry and strawberry 
flavors. A refreshing yet satisfying thirst-quencher. 
USA Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Château La Verrerie 2017 Grenache-Cinsault 
Rosé (Luberon). Bramble and savory gar-

rigue notes lend nuance to tart wild strawberry and 
white peach flavors here. It’s a juicy, vibrantly fruity 
dry rosé balanced firmly by fresh acidity and a whis-
per of crushed vitamin-like minerality that lingers 
on the finish. Empire Merchants. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Marrenon 2017 Roséfine (Luberon). Pris-
tine wild strawberry and watermelon notes 

introduce this penetrating, Syrah-dominated rosé. 
Full bodied and dry, it offers succulent raspberry 
flavors accented by fresh herb and violet hints. 
Bright acidity freshens the moderately long finish. 
USA Wine Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Château Val Joanis 2017 Tradition Estate 
Bottled Rosé (Luberon). Delicate peach 

and strawberry flavors are offset by bramble and 
crushed stone notes in this plump but vibrantly bal-
anced dry rosé. It’s a crisply concentrated, refresh-
ing wine to enjoy now. Foley Family Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Domaine le Novi 2017 Côte Levant Rosé 
(Luberon). A small proportion of Vermen-

tino lends vibrance to this Grenache-dominated 
blend. Light bodied and crisp, it offers loads of 
tart cherry and raspberry flavor. It’s an invigorat-
ing, easy-drinking dry wine that finishes brisk and 
clean. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Marrenon 2017 Grande Toque Rosé 
(Luberon). Juicy watermelon and straw-

berry flavors are crisp and spry in this full-bodied 
yet delicately concentrated rosé. Dry and vibrantly 
mineral, it’s a particularly refreshing poolside bev-
erage for hot summer months. USA Wine Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

89 Château Mont-Redon 2017 Reserve Abeille-
Fabre Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). Restrained 

crisp white peach, raspberry, and crushed mineral 
notes build in ripeness and concentration on the 
palate of this juicy, dry rosé. It’s full bodied and 
richly textured but elegantly balanced, finishing 
fresh and mineral. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Château Saint-Nabor 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). Delicate raspberry and green 

banana skin aromas are edged with crushed stone 
notes in this crisp, dry rosé. Sprightly and medium 
bodied, it has brisk acidity and mineral nuances 
that make it a thirst-quenching summer pick. Mar-
quee Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Domaine de la Janasse 2017 Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). Dark, savory notes of dried oregano 

and thyme juxtapose riper, fruitier raspberry and 
watermelon tones in this plump rosé. It’s rounded 
and rich on the palate, balanced by fresh acidity and 
lingering, tea-like tannins. A refreshing yet struc-
tured wine to enjoy with foods year round. Euro-
pean Cellars. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Domaine Guy Mousset 2017 Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). Pristine red raspberry and sour 

cherry flavors abound in this juicy, invigorating 
rosé. While full bodied and richly textured, it’s 
delightfully pert and fresh, with a phenolic fringe 
that extends to the finish. It’s structured enough to 
enjoy with meals far beyond the summer months. 
Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Les Vignerons du Castelas 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). Bright red cherry, raspberry and 

watermelon flavors abound in this juicy, concen-
trated dry rosé. It’s gorgeously fruity and forward 
but nuanced, too, accented by hints of bramble, 
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thyme and sage. Full bodied yet freshly balanced, it 
boasts a long, pristine finish. La Ville Imports. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Ferraton Pere et Fils 2017 Samorëns Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). Crushed mineral and del-

icate rosemary and sage notes are at the forefront of 
this elegant, dry rosé. Its crisp red cherry and dried 
strawberry flavors are understated and lean, with 
vibrant, balanced acidity. The finish is moderately 
long, with lingering mineral freshness. Sera Wine 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Gabriel Meffre 2017 Saint Vincent Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). A hint of bramble lends 

complexity to this wine’s understated raspberry and 
wild strawberry aromas. It’s a zesty, mouthwatering 
dry rosé boasting tart red fruit flavors and a crys-
talline, mineral finish. Vision Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 M. Chapoutier 2017 Belleruche Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). This wine’s earthy, smoky aro-

mas fade with aeration, revealing bright sour cherry 
and raspberry notes. The palate is dry and briskly 
concentrated, offering subdued berry and red apple 
flavors offset by zesty acidity. The finish is fresh and 
elegantly herbal. Drink now. Terlato Wines Interna-
tional. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Père Anselme 2017 La Fiole Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). Whiffs of cherry blossom, sour 

cherry and raspberry introduce this pale-pink rosé. 
Moderately concentrated on the palate, it offers del-
icate wild strawberry and red currant tones inten-
sified by a clean, mineral backbone. A full-bodied 
yet refreshing wine to enjoy now. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Enfant Terrible 2017 Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). 
While delicate in concentration, this zingy, 

dry rosé invigorates with fresh watermelon and tart 
raspberry notes. It balances that juiciness with a 
crisp, acidic undertone. Terra Firma USA Inc. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Gabriel Meffre 2017 La Châsse Prestige Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). While its sour cherry and 

raspberry flavors are delicate, this is a revitalizing 
dry rosé. Full bodied yet spry in acidity, it finishes 
brisk and clean. Drink now. Vision Wine & Spirits. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Montirius 2017 La Muse Papilles Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). While a bit closed and smoky 

upon opening, this wine reveals fresh peach, rasp-
berry and strawberry hints after some aeration. 
Vinified with ambient yeasts, it’s a full-bodied dry 
rosé offering equal parts savory herb and mineral 

intensity and delicate apple and pear fruit. Fresh 
acidity makes for a brisk finish. The Winebow 
Group LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Rhône to the Bone 2017 Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). This wine’s initial flinty aromas 

linger a bit before introducing crisp red berry 
and cherry notes. It’s delicately concentrated but 
refreshingly spry, with lingering salt and sea breeze 
notes. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

OTHER ROSÉS

88 Domaine de la Piégonne 2017 Rosé (Ven-
toux). More mineral than fruity, this viva-

cious, dry rosé offers understated raspberry and 
wild strawberry notes anchored by firm strikes of 
crushed stone and chalk. It’s full bodied but briskly 
composed, with a pristine finish. Saranty Imports. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Mas Isabelle 2017 Hommage Rosé (Lirac). 
Initial notes of struck flint and crushed 

vitamin subside with aeration, revealing crisp tones 
of watermelon and strawberry here. Full bodied 
and dry, it’s an understated and mineral wine with 
a bright, raspberry-inflected finish. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Domaine de la Janasse 2017 Rosé (Vin de 
Pays de la Principauté d’Orange). Delicately 

concentrated red currant and sour cherry notes are 
accented by bristling acidity and savory earth and 
bramble tones here. It’s an elegant, dry rosé with 
more demure charm than buoyant, primary fruit. 
The finish is brisk yet thirst-quenching. European 
Cellars. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Cave de Tain 2017 Première Note Rosé de 
Syrah (Collines Rhôdaniennes). While the 

nose of this light-bodied rosé is quite peachy and 
perfumed, the palate is demure, suggesting mild 
pear and underripe apricot. Dry and full bodied, it’s 
balanced by fresh acidity and a salty, mineral finish. 
Drink now. Hand Picked Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

86 Montirius 2017 Perle de Rosée (Vacqueyras). 
This wine’s crisp red apple and raspberry 

notes are delicate in concentration but refreshing 
and spry in mouthfeel. It’s a slightly savory rosé 
with refreshing acidity and a brisk, crushed min-
eral-laced finish. Drink now. The Winebow Group 
LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

RHÔNE VALLEY
RED WINES

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

95 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Domaine Grand 
Veneur Vieilles Vignes (Châteauneuf-du-

Pape). With its complex nose melding whiffs of 
fresh raspberry and violet with savory spice, smoke 
and nut tones, it’s hard not to be mesmerized by 
this wine’s bouquet alone. The palate is pure and 
lavish, boasting pristine blackberry and mulberry 
flavors held taut by a firm tannic backbone. It’s 
remarkably integrated and supple now but should 
improve through 2035 and hold substantially fur-
ther. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $120 

94 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Domaine Grand 
Veneur Les Origines (Châteauneuf-du-

Pape). Despite the ripeness and plump, rounded 
palate, there’s subtlety and restraint in the black 
cherry and berry flavors here. With its deeply inte-
grated acidity and alcohol, it’s a nuanced, concen-
trated red shaded by hints of nut and toast. Ripe but 
firm, penetrating tannins grip the long, savory fin-
ish. Hold until 2021 and enjoy for decades to come. 
Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

93 Domaine de la Mordorée 2015 La Dame 
Voyageuse (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Savory 

smoked nut, spice and leather complexities juxta-
pose bright blackberry and cherry fruit in this lus-
cious red. It’s rounded and supple on the palate yet 
freshly composed—not at all brooding or hot. The 
finish is long and peppery, accentuated by firm, 
enveloping tannins. Sure to improve through 2030 
and hold even further. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

93 Louise Dubois 2014 Ma Belle Réserve (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Hints of spice, toast 

and nuts accent the luscious preserved strawberry 
and red cherry flavors in this lavish, full-bodied red. 
Crisp, red currant-like acidity and savory hints of 
earth, nut and brine lend elegance to the midpalate. 
Fine, soft tannins cushion the finish. Approachable 
already, it should improve through 2024 and hold 
further. Halby Marketing. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

92 Delas Frères 2014 Haute Pierre (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Ripe but restrained 

black cherry and raspberry aromas are shaded by 
hints of leather, garrigue and cinnamon here. It’s 
a silky, mouth-filling wine full of plush red fruit 
and persistent, fine-grained tannins. Approach-
able already, it’s concentrated enough to improve 
through 2030 and hold even further. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 
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92 Domaine de Saint Paul 2015 Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. Opulent black cherry, lavender 

and crushed mineral notes abound in this supple, 
full-bodied red. It’s rich and rounded on the palate 
but brightly balanced, edged with pert acidity and 
structured tannins. Wait to open until 2020 at the 
earliest; it should improve through 2030 and hold 
even further. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Domaine du Galet des Papes 2014 Les Pieds 
Dans Les Galets (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). 

While restrained on the nose, this voluptuous 
wine balances its red cherry and strawberry fla-
vors with savory tones of dried herbs, leather and 
brine. Brisk acidity and firm, penetrating tannins 
lend four-square structure. Drinking well now, it 
should improve through 2024 and hold even fur-
ther. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Domaine du Grand Tinel 2015 Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. Whiffs of Mediterranean herb and 

crushed stone lend elegance to this wine’s black 
cherry, sweet spice and vanilla aromas. It’s juicy 
and open-knitted, with opulent black fruit flavors 
balanced by fresh acidity and a pristine mineral 
backbone. Fine but penetrating tannins elongate 
the finish. Hold until 2022; it will improve for 
another decade and hold even further. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

92 Ogier 2014 Reine Jeanne (Châteauneuf-du-
Pape). Whiffs of chocolate and smoke intro-

duce this pristine, fruity wine. It’s full bodied and 
plush, with a silky, undulating mouthfeel, ample 
raspberry and strawberry flavors and delicate notes 
of pepper and anise. Ripe, persistent tannins and a 
hint of charcuterie lend gravitas to the finish. Esprit 
du Vin. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

89 Famille Perrin 2014 Les Sinards (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Bold layers of char, 

vanilla and smoke envelop a core of fresh red cherry 
and berry fruit in this full-bodied but delicately 
concentrated wine. There’s a vital freshness here, 
with green, herbal accents that are a touch astrin-
gent. Drink now–2021. Vineyard Brands. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

VACQUEYRAS

91 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Château Mazane 
(Vacqueyras). Sun-baked plum and berry 

aromas are accented by savory hints of charcute-
rie and dried herbs here. Fleshy black and red fruit 
flavors are concentrated and plush but elegantly 
restrained, balanced by fresh acidity. It’s a volup-
tuous but well-integrated wine, marked by raspy, 
firm tannins that should melt over the next 3–5 
years. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Grande Garrigue 
(Vacqueyras). This juicy, gorgeously fruity 

wine boasts pristine blackberry and mulberry fla-
vors. While lavish in body and concentration, it’s 
nuanced by elegant shades of dried sage, granite 
and refreshing acidity. Its ripe, persistent tannins 
should melt nicely over the next 3–5 years. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

90 Domaine de la Colline Saint-Jean 2015 Vac-
queyras. Crisp black cherry and raspberry 

tones are accented by whiffs of nuts and smoke in 
this unctuous, concentrated wine. While approach-
able and forward in fruit, it has an invigorating 
mineral backbone and firm, grippy tannins that lend 
structure and gravitas. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

88 Delas Frères 2015 Domaine des Genêts 
(Vacqueyras). Understated black cherry 

and blackberry flavors are marked by pert, sour 
cherry-like acidity in this Grenache-based blend. 
It’s a bold, full-bodied wine kept elegant by delicate 
earth and dried herb tones. Firm, persistent tannins 
frame its moderately long finish. Maisons Marques 
& Domaines USA. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

87 Domaine de la Verde 2014 Prélude (Vacqu-
eyras). Subdued red cherry and strawberry 

notes are shaded by earthier notes of brine and 
soy sauce here. It’s not deeply concentrated but 
is marked by pomegranate-like tartness and soft, 
feathery tannins. Demontoux Fine Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

COSTIÈRES DE NÎMES

91 Château d’Or et de Gueules 2015 La Bolida 
Mourvèdre (Costières de Nîmes). Whiffs of 

roasted plums and smoked nuts accent this inky, 
full-bodied Mourvèdre. It’s ripe and intensely con-
centrated, with ripe black cherry and mulberry fla-
vors framed by dense, mouth-filling tannins. Savory 
dried herb notes linger on the finish. With its firm 
structure, it should improve until 2024 and hold 
even further. Robert Kacher Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Château d’Or et de Gueules 2015 Les Cimels 
(Costières de Nîmes). Crisp blackberry and 

plum flavors are accented by anise and fresh green 
herb notes in this full-bodied but vibrantly bal-
anced red. It’s juicy and forward but elegant, with 
a long finish marked by fine, firm tannins. Robert 
Kacher Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Domaine de la Petite Cassagne 2015 
Costières de Nîmes. Luscious black cherry 

and raspberry flavors are marked by hints of vio-
let, leather and fresh herbs in this in this fruity yet 
nuanced red. It’s full bodied and intensely concen-

trated yet briskly composed. Ripe but persistent 
tannins frame the finish. Robert Kacher Selections. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Mas Carlot 2015 Costières de Nîmes. Dark 
chocolate and spice notes accent roasted 

plum and cherry flavors in this fruity, forward red. 
It’s full bodied and easy-drinking, balanced by crisp 
acidity and chalky tannins. Domaine Select Wine & 
Spirits. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES

89 Château Maucoil 2014 Côtes du Rhône Vil-
lages. Caramelized sugar, bramble and for-

est floor notes entice on the nose of this four-square 
blend of Grenache, Carignan and Syrah. It’s delight-
fully puckering and fresh yet plump on the palate, 
offering pristine black cherry and plum flavors 
accented with hazelnut and spice notes. T. Edward 
Wines Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Domaine Fond Croze 2014 Cuvée Vincent de 
Catari (Côtes du Rhône Villages). Inviting 

earth, moss, blackberry and bramble whiffs adorn 
the nose of this elegant, full-bodied red wine. Its 
blackberry and plum flavors are ripe but muted, 
edged by taut, lingering tannins and a crisp acidic 
backbone. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Famille Perrin 2014 Côtes du Rhône Villages. 
There’s a subdued elegance to the crisp 

black plum and cherry flavors in this full-bodied 
red. While brisk in concentration, it refreshes with 
whiffs of garrigue and granite. The finish is marked 
by fine, firm tannins. Vineyard Brands. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Les Domaines Auriol 2014 Domaine Hauts 
Garrigues (Côtes du Rhône Villages). Made 

from organic grapes, this is a juicy, approachable 
wine full of forward black plum and cherry flavors. 
Full bodied in style, it’s accented by hints of cara-
melized sugar, nut and granite. The moderately long 
finish is marked by fine-grained, soft tannins. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: NA Price: $10 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

90 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Domaine Grand 
Veneur Les Champauvins (Côtes du Rhône). 

There’s a revitalizing mineral freshness here, bal-
ancing buoyant, juicy black plum and mulberry 
flavors with shades of crushed granite and quartz. 
It’s full bodied and bold in alcohol but exception-
ally well integrated. Fresh acidity and fine grained, 
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grippy tannins linger elegantly on the finish. Enjoy 
now–2021. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

90 Château de Ségriès 2015 Côtes du Rhône. 
While the nose of this full-bodied red is 

restrained, the palate is opulent with ripe black 
cherry and plum flavors. It’s plush yet balanced 
with delicate hints of hazelnut and spice, as well as 
lively acidity. The finish is long, dominated by ripe 
but densely structured tannins. Accessible already, 
it could hold through 2022. Kysela Père et Fils. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Brotte 2016 Esprit Barville (Côtes du Rhône). 
For full review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Château Saint-Nabor 2014 Domaine des 
Santonilles (Côtes du Rhône). Restrained 

black cherry and plum flavors are accented by 
earthier tones of forest floor, thyme and sage here. 
It’s full bodied and silky on the palate but crisply 
composed, finishing with taut, fine tannins and a 
twist of blackberry-tinged acidity. Marquee Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Domaine Chamfort 2015 Côtes du Rhône. 
Hints of savory herb, forest floor and leather 

lend rusticity to the crisp blackberry and cherry fla-
vors here. While full bodied and lavishly textured, 
it’s crisply composed with vibrant red currant-like 
acidity that extends the finish. Drink now–2021. 
Michael Corso Selections. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Ogier 2015 Artesis (Côtes du Rhône). This 
wine’s understated nose offers delicate 

whiffs of nut and toast amidst restrained black 
cherry and plum scents. The full-bodied, fleshy 
palate offers ample black fruit flavors, accented by 
elegant hints of dried herbs and firm, fine-grained 
tannins that extend the finish. Esprit du Vin. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

88 Château Husson 2015 Côtes du Rhône. Juicy, 
forward black cherry and berry flavors 

abound in this approachable, easy-drinking blend 
of Grenache and Syrah. It’s full bodied and plump in 
texture but edged neatly by fine, taut tannins. Drink 
now–2020. Misa Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Delas Frères 2016 Saint-Esprit (Côtes du 
Rhône). This is a bit muted on the nose, 

suggesting slightly baked rather than fresh black 
fruit. It’s full bodied and richly concentrated, bal-
ancing forward black cherry and berry notes with 
fresh acidity and finely edged, persistent tannins. 
Hints of dried herbs lend elegance to the moder-

ately long finish. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

88 Domaine la Millière 2016 Vieilles Vignes 
(Côtes du Rhône). This fresh and fragrant 

wine offers loads of juicy blackberry and mulberry 
flavors. It’s approachably fruity and slightly grapey 
in profile but elevated by tinges of Mediterranean 
herb and granitic minerality. The tannins are finely 
textured but quite bold on the finish. Saranty 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Père Anselme 2016 La Fiole (Côtes du 
Rhône). While subdued on the nose, this 

wine offers concentrated black cherry and berry fla-
vors on the palate, accented by darker, savory notes 
of dried sage and earth. Full bodied and juicy, it’s 
framed by fresh acidity and a firmly tannic finish. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Charles Thomas 2016 Côtes du Rhône. While 
quiet on the nose, this Grenache-based 

blend offers ripe black cherry and plum flavors, off-
set by bright acidity and a hint of savory earth and 
game. It’s elegant but easy-drinking, with a moder-
ately long finish. Kysela Père et Fils. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Chateau des Coccinelles 2016 Syrah-Gre-
nache (Côtes du Rhône). Fleshy dried plum 

and cherry flavors are forward and fruity in this 
voluptuous red wine. Firm, slightly tacky tannins 
lend structure to the midpalate. Enjoy now rather 
than cellaring to enjoy its exuberant fruit. 4Front 
Imports, LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

PROVENCE
WHITE WINES

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

89 Château Paradis 2017 Terres des Anges 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). The high 

(60%) amount of Sauvignon Blanc in this wine 
gives a crisp edge to the otherwise ripe fruit. With 
some wood aging, the wine has opened out, add-
ing toast and a creamy texture. Age it a few more 
months and drink from 2019. Bridge Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Château Paradis 2017 Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence. Ripe, tropical-fruit-flavored Sau-

vignon Blanc dominates this soft, smooth wine. 
With its young fruits and flavors of lemon candy 
and quince, it needs a few more months to come 
together. Drink from early 2019. Bridge Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2017 Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence. This is an herbal-

flavored wine, dominated by Rolle and Sauvignon 
Blanc. Green apple and citrus flavors partner with 
bright acidity and a lively, crisp aftertaste. Drink 
now. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

91 Château Grand Boise 2016 Jadis Vermentino 
(Côtes de Provence). Jadis, a word reflect-

ing a return to a distant past, is a wine that comes 
from organically grown grapes. It has richness and 
piles of spice, tangy acidity and intense fruit fla-
vors. Vanilla and pepper show strongly along with 
the apple, green-plum and quince flavors. Drink this 
ripe, full-bodied wine from 2019. Soilair Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $41 

90 Château Grand Boise 2016 Cuvée 1610 
(Côtes de Provence). Celebrating the found-

ing of the estate in 1610, this blend of Sémillon and 
Vermentino has a creamy texture while also pre-
serving good acidity and a crisp tangy edge. It has 
richness, concentration, layers of spice, ripe fruiti-
ness and a mineral aftertaste. Drink the wine from 
2019. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $41 

88 Domaine Houchart 2017 Côtes de Provence. 
Clairette and Rolle, both classic local white 

grapes, have produced a wine with crispness, herbal 
flavors and delicate acidity. The wine is full of peach 
and citrus flavors along with great freshness. Drink 
from late 2018. David Milligan Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2017 Anna Vermen-
tino (Côtes de Provence). Named after two 

grandmothers, one Italian and one Spanish, this 
yellow and citrus-fruit-flavored wine is ripe while 
also crisp. Its acidity is embedded in the mineral, 
tangy texture, giving the wine both freshness and 
rich fruitiness. Drink now. A Tres Vite. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2017 Cuvée G (Côtes 
de Provence). Light, bright and fruity, this 

is already an attractive wine. Dominated by Ver-
mentino, it has a young, herbal character that will 
soften, although it is refreshing and crisp now. Let 
this bright, fruity wine wait until late 2018 before 
drinking. The Winebow Group LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Château d’Ollières 2017 Prestige (Coteaux 
Varois en Provence). This crisp, light wine 

is a blend of 90% of the local Rolle and 10% Ugni 
Blanc. It has attractive acidity, plus plenty of apple 
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and citrus fruits with a zesty lemon-peel edge. This 
bright wine is ready to drink now. Rising Wine 
Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

87 Château de la Noblesse 2016 Bandol. 
Clairette, Ugni Blanc and Rolle are a com-

bination common to white Provence wines, giving 
an herbal character as well as crisp acidity and a 
creamy texture. The wine is ripe with touches of 
tropical fruits as well as green fruits in the back-
ground. Drink now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château d’Ollières 2017 Coteaux Varois en 
Provence. A soft and ripe blend of Rolle and 

Ugni Blanc, this wine has a lightly salty character, 
with a touch of southern herbs as well as crisp green 
and apple fruit. This bright wine will be ready to 
drink from late 2018. Rising Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

PROVENCE
ROSÉS

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

93 Château Vignelaure 2017 Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). The estate vineyard is 

on the north slopes of Sainte-Victoire facing the 
massive Lubéron mountain. This is a wind-shel-
tered region, reflected in this wine’s ripe fruit bal-
anced with crisp acidity and a mineral texture. It is 
full in the mouth, rich and with the chance of aging. 
Drink now, or keep until later in 2018. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

92 Château Paradis 2017 Terre des Anges Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Partly wood 

fermented, this rich wine is the top of the range at 
this estate. From perfumed, ripe Syrah, Mourvèdre 
and Rolle, the wine comes from the best parcels 
known as the Terre des Anges (angels). This impres-
sive rosé will be even better at the end of 2018. 
Bridge Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Château de Calavon 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). Always impressive, this wine is 

full, rich and generous. Its strawberry and summer-
fruit-flavors have a touch of pepper as well as full 
acidity. This concentrated wine is made for food and 
is ready to drink. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2017 Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This ancient 

estate, founded in the Middle Ages by the Knights 
Templar, has produced an exemplary rosé. It has 
lightness and poise as well as great fruitiness, acid-
ity and a crisp, zesty texture. Perfumed and with 
red-currant and strawberry flavors, the wine is 

ready to drink. Hand Picked Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Domaine de Cala 2017 Trois Points Rouge Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Almost white in 

color, this rosé tastes anything but pale. It is packed 
with crisp acidity and a rich underlay of juicy 
red fruits. The owner, Joachim Splichal, is a chef 
who has returned to Provence where he originally 
learned to cook. Drink the wine from later in 2018. 
Wine Warehouse Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Château Barbebelle 2017 Héritage Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This wine, a 

tribute to four generations of the Herbeau family, is 
plump and ripe with layers of rich red-berry fruit. 
The acidity cuts in as the palate opens up, giving a 
crisp aftertaste to this full-bodied, generous wine. 
Drink now. Wine and Beyond Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Paradis 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). This classic rosé is crisp with 

red-currant fruits, acidity and spicy pepper from 
the blend of Syrah and Grenache. The wine is ripe, 
full in the mouth and elegant. Drink now. Bridge 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Maison Saint Aix 2017 Aix Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). This wine has the rich-

ness characteristic of Aix-en-Provence. Ripe red 
fruits, layers of intense acidity and tangy texture 
come together to make a wine that is packed with 
fruitiness as well as great freshness. Drink this full-
bodied wine from late 2018. Massanois Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Solière 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence). The dry years produced a con-

centrated wine at this estate. Intense red-currant 
fruits partners with the crisp acidity. This ripe, full-
flavored wine is ready to drink. Soilair Selection. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

89 Hecht & Bannier 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). From a number of growers on 

the limestone plateau north of the city of Aix-en-
Provence, this crisp, full wine has a strong mineral 
texture along with fresh raspberry fruit, crisp acid-
ity and a peppery aftertaste. Drink this attractive 
wine now. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Les Quatre Tours 2017 Classique Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). This is a very 

direct, ripe and fruity wine. It has the extra weight 
typical of Aix-en-Provence wines, while keeping all 
the fresh acidity and red-currant freshness. The 

wine is full and fruity at the end. Drink now. VOS 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Provence Wine Maker 2017 Benji Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). Named after its 

winemaker, this wine is bright while also packed 
with red fruits. The wine has concentration, the 
result of aging on its lees until bottling, but the red-
currant and caramel flavors come through at the 
end. Drink now. Wooden Ships. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Ravoire et Fils 2017 Château Saint Hippolyte 
Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). A good 

proportion of Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend has 
given this wine some structure to go with the bright 
fruit. It is crisp, with a direct line of acidity and an 
edge of pepper to add extra interest to this fruity 
wine. Drink now. XXI Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 1752 Signature Wines 2017 Marion Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). The pale 

color is reflected in the light texture of this acces-
sible wine. Its warm red fruits, cut with acidity, are 
a classic blend of Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah, 
allowing room for plenty of fruitiness as well as a 
crisp tangy texture. Drink now. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Bieler Père et Fils 2017 Sabine Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). For full review see page 

17. Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Château Barbebelle 2017 Cuvée Madeleine 
Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This 

rich wine, the classic blend of Grenache, Syrah and 
Cinsault, is ripe and smoothly fruity, with a bright 
touch of acidity that gives the wine its great lift. It 
is ready to drink. Wine and Beyond Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château Calissanne 2017 Cicada’s Song Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This wine’s 

name celebrates the chirrup of the cicada, a familiar 
Provençal sound. It is a smooth, creamy-textured 
wine with the ripe red fruits up front. It has tangy 
acidity as well as a crisp texture in the back, but 
enjoy this delicious wine mainly for its fruit. CEF 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Château la Coste 2017 Grand Vin Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). This old-vine wine 

is an unusually rich style of rosé, soft, creamy-
textured and generously fruity. The acidity is there 
although without crispness, so that the wine has 
intensity, caramel flavors and a touch of pepper at 
the end. Drink from late 2018. Park Street Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 
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88 Domaine de Cala 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). A refreshing fruity blend of 

Cinsault, Grenache and Syrah with a touch of white 
Rolle, this wine is bright, offering intense acidity as 
well as a sweep of red fruits. Drink this attractive 
wine now. Wine Warehouse Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Club 44 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence). The sunny beachside views on 

the label sums up this bright, sunshine-filled wine. 
It is a classic blend of Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah, 
packed with red fruits, crisp acidity and a fresh 
aftertaste. Drink now. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Ravoire et Fils 2017 Domaine Bel Eouve Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Bright and 

crisp, this attractive wine is spiced with a touch of 
pepper and plenty of red-berry fruits. It has a good 
balance, everything in its place. It is ready to drink. 
HB Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Château Beaulieu 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). This soft wine is ripe, juicy 

and only lightly textured. Spice and pepper in pro-
fusion season the red-berry fruits. Acidity adds 
contrast and a crisp aftertaste. Opici Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Château la Coste 2017 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). The main, volume wine from 

this estate, this is rich, dominated by ripe Grenache. 
It is fat, full of strawberry flavors as well as just 
enough acidity. Drink this full wine now. Park Street 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

85 Château de Beaupré 2017 Le Château Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Pale pink in 

color, this wine is tangy with a mineral edge as well 
as ripe red fruits offering gentle spicy flavors, light 
on the acidity. The wine is ready to drink. Wine 
Trees. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

84 Domaine de la Rabiotte 2017 Rosé de 
Provence (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This 

wine is taut, with bitterness from the intense acid-
ity. It has sharp red-currant fruit and an herbal 
backdrop. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

84 Domaine Harmonie des Arpents 2017 Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Soft and 

rather bland, this wine’s flavors are drawn from the 
tropical-fruit palette. It is rounded and gently tex-
tured. With its final red fruits, it is easy to drink 
now. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

COTEAUX VAROIS  
EN PROVENCE

92 Château de l’Escarelle 2017 Les Deux Anges 
Rosé (Coteaux Varois en Provence). The 

rich style of rosé from this estate has produced an 
impressive cuvée. It is full, ripe and packed with red 
fruits. It is also lined with acidity, crisp lemon and 
grapefruit flavors and a spicy character that adds 
complexity. This wine would be worth aging and 
drinking with the Thanksgiving turkey. Ideal Wine 
and Spirits. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Château d’Ollières 2017 Haut de l’Autin Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). This wine fol-

lows the lead of its elegant cone-shaped bottle in 
its crisp, stylish character. With fragrant acidity 
and red-currant fruitiness, the wine is refreshing. 
It is produced from selected parcels of the Ollières 
vineyard. Drink now. Rising Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

91 Château de l’Escarelle 2017 Le Pacha Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). The classic 

blend of Cinsault, Syrah and Grenache gives rich-
ness to this wine from the small enclave of Coteaux 
Varois en Provence. Ripe red berries lifted by orange 
zest and acidity give a bright aftertaste. This juicy, 
refreshing wine is ready to drink. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Domaine de Cala 2017 Prestige Rosé (Cote-
aux Varois en Provence). Los Angeles chef 

Joachim Splichal owns this 600-acre property with 
120 acres of vines. The top of the two rosés pro-
duced is a ripe blend of Grenache, Cinsault, Syrah 
and Rolle, full bodied and fruity with lively herbal 
acidity. Drink this fruity, lightly tannic wine now. 
Wine Warehouse Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Château d’Ollières 2017 Prestige Rosé (Cote-
aux Varois en Provence). This pale, grey-

pink-colored wine is lively with red-fruit flavors 
and plenty of acidity. Its crisp texture is immedi-
ately refreshing, giving great fruitiness, a tight min-
eral texture and a bright aftertaste. Drink now. Ris-
ing Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

90 Ravoire et Fils 2017 Domaine Champelle 
Rosé (Coteaux Varois en Provence). This 

wine is rich and full bodied, but offers great acid-
ity and freshness at the same time. The balance of 
the wine is impressive with its poised elegance and 
fruitiness. The aftertaste is crisp and dry. Drink 
now. Lieber Bros Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Château de l’Escarelle 2017 Mes Bastides 
Rosé (Coteaux Varois en Provence). Tangy 

and fruity, this wine is crisp, perfumed and rich. 

Acidity and citrus flavors give the wine a refreshing 
heart while the red fruits deliver weight and deli-
cious fruitiness. Drink now. Ideal Wine and Spirits. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Château de l’Escarelle 2017 Yann Pineau 
Rosé (Coteaux Varois en Provence). Coteaux 

Varois, the small region surrounded by the Côtes 
de Provence vineyard, produces ripe wine like this, 
with generous red-berry fruits as well as plenty of 
crisp acidity. This rich, fruity wine will be better in 
a few months. Drink from late 2018. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Domaine Saint Maitre 2017 Cuvée M Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). This is a deli-

cious, ripe wine, well balanced and packed with 
swathes of rich red fruits. Pepper and spice come 
from the Grenache and Syrah in the blend, adding 
interest to this attractive wine. Drink now. Vintage 
Imports, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Domaine de Cala 2017 Classic Rosé (Coteaux 
Varois en Provence). This pale-colored wine 

is light, crisp and zestily refreshing. It has a fresh, 
bright character that is full of red-currant and spice 
flavors. Drink this attractive wine now. Wine Ware-
house Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Domaine la Grand’Vigne 2017 Rosé (Cote-
aux Varois en Provence). From a 24-acre 

vineyard, this wine is a blend of Grenache, Syrah, 
Mourvèdre and Cinsault. The perfumed wine is rich 
with strawberries and ripe with caramel, spice and 
soft acidity. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Château d’Ollières 2017 Rosé (Coteaux Varois 
en Provence). This wine is all about fruit, 

crisp and light. Its easy texture, attractively bal-
anced with juicy acidity, gives the wine a bright 
tangy character that is immediately attractive. 
Drink now. Rising Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

85 Domaine Saint Maitre 2016 Cuvée M Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). At a year old, 

this wine has lost its initial crisp fruitiness. But the 
red fruits are still there, filled out with flavors of 
spice, almonds and herbs. Drink the wine now. BPW 
Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Ravoire et Fils 2017 Domaine Bois de la Neuve 
Rosé (Coteaux Varois en Provence). This 

wine is soft with almost sweet fruit and easy acid-
ity. Its strawberry flavor is gentle, lightly crisp and 
finished with perfumed acidity. Drink now. Knaus 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 
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CÔTES DE PROVENCE  
SAINTE-VICTOIRE

93 Gassier 2017 Château Gassier Cuvée 946 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). 

This is a rich, impressive cuvée, named after the 
cross perched above the vineyards at a height of 
3,000 feet. It is packed with ripe strawberry fruits 
as well as a full and rounded character. The red 
fruits are balanced by a crisp edge that will allow 
it to age for several months. Drink this wine now, 
or wait until late 2018. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Château Roquefeuille 2017 La Combe Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Coming 

from the prestigious vineyards of Sainte-Victoire 
mountain, this wine is richly textured, packed with 
ripe berry fruits, great acidity and a perfumed, fra-
grant aftertaste. It’s rich and stylish. Drink from late 
2018. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Domaine Houchart 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). Owned by the 

Quiot family of Châteauneuf-du-Pape, this estate 
consistently produces an exemplary rosé. Darker in 
color than many, it also has fine flavor intensity of 
ripe berry fruits and a general sense of savory rich-
ness. The wine is made for food. Drink now. David 
Milligan Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

91 Gassier 2017 Le Pas du Moine Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). Named after the 

footpath that monks followed to the top of Sainte-
Victoire mountain, this wine brings out the texture 
and the richness of this region of Côtes de Provence. 
It is made from organically grown grapes, bringing 
ripe, full-flavored fruit to balance with the good 
acidity. Drink this rich wine now. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Mas de Cadenet 2017 Rosé (Côtes de Provence 
Sainte-Victoire). The estate wine from this 

vineyard, this is balanced, bringing together bright 
red fruits and zesty acidity. With a tangy texture 
and great freshness this perfumed wine is stylish 
and ready to drink. David Bowler Wine. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Château Grand Boise 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). Ripe and creamy, 

this seemingly soft wine has a kick of tannin as well 
as acidity that gives it a good structure, allowing it 
to go well with food. Showing the extra density of a 
Sainte Victoire wine, it has weight at the end. Drink 
now. Soilair Selection. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Henri Bonnaud 2017 Terre Promise 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). 

Bright and packed with fruit, this is a crisp, clean 
red-currant-flavored wine made with organically 
grown grapes. It’s just touched by the minerality 
from the Sainte Victoire terroir. Drink now. The 
Wine Trust. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Domaine des Diables 2017 Bonbon Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). The top 

cuvée from this estate comes from old vines in the 
privileged Saint Victoire subappellation in the lee of 
the Saint Victoire mountain. It is a rich wine, with 
intense fruit and a lightly tannic texture from lees 
aging. Drink this ripe wine from late 2018. Large 
Sour Grapes. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Vignoble Dragon 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). From vineyards 

at the foot of Mont Sainte-Victoire near Aix-en-
Provence, this wine is tight, with a good balance 
between fruit and texture. Pineapple and apple fla-
vors mingle in this lightly structured wine. Drink 
now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Château de la Galinière 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Almost white 

in color, this is a crisp, mineral and herbal wine. 
It doesn’t lose sight of the red-fruit flavors while 
needing a few months to develop completely. At the 
end, the wine is fragrant and perfumed. Drink from 
late 2018. USA Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

89 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2017 Rosalie Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Named 

after the current winemaker’s grandmother, this 
wine is both fruity and herbal. Its young brightness 
is balanced with rich berry flavors, tight acidity and 
a zesty, tangy aftertaste. Drink from late 2018. A 
Tres Vite. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Château Coussin 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). This full-bodied 

wine comes from vines grown on the alluvial fan at 
the base of the Sainte Victoire mountain. That gives 
richness to balance the acidity and lightly herbal 
character of the wine. It could age a few months 
more and will be best from late 2018. T. Edward 
Wines Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Château Maupague 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). This estate, 

located some way inland, is one of several proper-
ties owned by the Sumeire family. The wine’s blend 
of Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah is classic and gives 
a ripe, rich while still crisp wine. Its acidity and lay-
ers of spice are perfumed and ready to drink. Mar-
tine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

BANDOL

91 Château Vannières 2017 Rosé (Bandol). For 
full review see page 10. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Domaine de la Bégude 2017 Rosé (Bandol). 
This is a rich style of rosé, due to the high 

proportion of Mourvèdre in the blend and to the 
warm exposure of the vineyard. But it is balanced, 
the rich red fruits easily cut with acidity and with 
a touch of minerality. Drink the wine now. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

91 Ravoire et Fils 2017 Domaine Mas Thérèse 
Rosé (Bandol). As with other Bandol rosés, 

this wine with its good percentage (40%) of 
Mourvèdre is pinker in color than the trendy pale 
Provence rosés. The perfumed fruit and wonderful 
ripeness of the wine gives it a rich character that 
indicates it will be better with food. Drink from late 
2018. Knaus Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Domaine de la Bégude 2017 La Bégude 
L’Irréductible Rosé (Bandol). This wine is 

made from organically grown fruit. Dominated by 
95% Mourvèdre, it is an enticing, spicy wine, full 
of red fruits, light tannins and with the herbal edge 
typical of the grape. It needs a few more months, so 
wait until 2019. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Domaine de la Bégude 2016 Rosé (Bandol). 
This rich, orange-pink-colored wine is 

intensely fruity while also structured. Dry although 
with a good streak of ripe berry and orange flavors, 
the wine is very much for food. The ripe aftertaste 
lingers deliciously. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2017 Cuvée G Rosé 
(Bandol). This rich wine, with its good pro-

portion of Mourvèdre, is generous and full of fruit. 
It has spice, a light tannic character and deliciously 
ripe fruit. Drink this well-made wine now. The 
Winebow Group LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

89 Château de la Noblesse 2017 Rosé (Bandol). 
This is an opulent style of rosé, dense with 

the typical lightly herbal character of Mourvèdre. 
It is a full wine, certainly better with food, finish-
ing with a spicy, peppery aftertaste. Drink from late 
2018. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Moulin de la Roque 2017 Les Hauts de Val-
lon Rosé (Bandol). With its 60% Mourvè-

dre, this wine from the coastal enclave of Bandol is 
rich, with Provence herbs and red-plum and cherry 
fruits. It is tangy, zesty, crisp while also full bodied. 
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The wine is ripe and ready to drink. Jeff Welburn 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Château de la Noblesse 2016 Rosé (Bandol). 
Owned by the same family for five genera-

tions, this estate has 34 acres of vines. This spicy, 
peppery wine comes from the dominant Mourvèdre 
with Grenache and Cinsault. The wine is less about 
bright fruit and more about concentration, with a 
generous texture that will benefit from softening. 
Drink from 2018. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE  
LA LONDE

93 Château les Valentines 2017 Grande Cuvée 
No. 8 Rosé (Côtes de Provence La Londe). 

From the subappellation of La Londe, this wine has 
great intensity as well as strong minerality and salt-
iness. It is a style of rosé that needs to age with its 
ripe berry fruits and touch of tannins. It’s rich, juicy 
and structured. Drink this wine from late 2018. 
Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Figuière 2017 Confidentielle Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence La Londe). La Londe is a subappel-

lation of the Côtes de Provence, with vines on schist 
soil close to the coast. This ripe wine, from organic 
grapes, is strongly mineral in texture and has a good 
balance of acidity and rich red fruits. The aftertaste 
is tangy and intense. Drink the wine from later in 
2018. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Château de Léoube 2017 Léoube la Londe Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence La Londe). This small-

production rosé produced from organically frown 
grapes is about as pale as it can get. On the palate, 
the wine is well balanced between rich red fruits 
and a crisp texture. It comes from the small cru of 
La Londe with vineyards facing the sea. Drink from 
late 2018. AP Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

91 La Sanglière 2017 Apogée Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence La Londe). The top wine from this 

estate, this release has great richness as well as ripe 
fruit, a crisp texture and lively, bright acidity. It has 
the potential to age further and will be better at the 
end of 2018. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Pas du Cerf 2017 Rocher des Croix 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence La Londe). This 

wine couldn’t get paler before it becomes white. But 
the light structure and the delicious red fruits prove 
it’s a rosé. Good acidity permeates right through, 
giving intense red-currant and white-peach flavors. 
Drink now. Paul M. Young Fine Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

85 Fabre en Provence 2017 Château Saint-
Honoré Rosé (Côtes de Provence La Londe). 

The Fabre family remains loyal to the traditional 
Provençal skittle bottle. Their wines in this classic 
packaging are light, brightly fruity and with good 
acidity. The texture is soft, bringing out the fruiti-
ness. Drink now. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

93 Château d’Esclans 2016 Garrus Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). For full review see page 6. Cel-

lar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

92 Château Peyrassol 2017 Le Clos Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This single-vineyard wine 

comes from a walled section of the Peyrassol estate. 
This pale, almost white-colored wine is ripe, softly 
textured and concentrated with serious red-berry 
fruits and balanced acidity. The fruitiness, the rich 
character of the wine and the final intensity all sug-
gest it should be aged further, so drink from late 
2018. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Château Roubine 2017 Inspire Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This is a beautiful, ripe wine 

made, unusually, from the traditional Provence 
Tibouren grape. Richness is balanced by the great 
swathes of strawberry flavors, spice and balanced 
acidity. The top wine from this estate, this is dense 
and concentrated, ready to drink now. Bertrand’s 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Château Saint-Maur 2017 L’Excellence Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A richly endowed wine, 

full of smooth, ripe red-berry fruits, this is power-
ful and dense. It lives up to its excellence moniker 
with concentration and a tight line in acidity, well 
balanced and elegant. The wine is full, impressive 
and ready to drink. Private Cask Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Château Sainte Roseline 2017 Cuvée la 
Chapelle de Sainte Roseline Rosé (Côtes 

de Provence). Unusually for a Côtes de Provence 
rosé, this limited-production wine is dominated 
by Mourvèdre from selected parcels. That gives the 
wine a very perfumed character as well as touch of 
Provencal herbs and tangy acidity. A ripe wine, it’s 
richly textured and could benefit from a few more 
months before drinking. Wait until later in 2018. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Domaine de Rimauresq 2017 Cuvée R Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine comes from 

old vines in selected parcels on the estate, giving 
a ripe, full-bodied rosé that also preserves acidity 
and crispness. It is a well-balanced wine, with its 

richness lifted throughout by the acidity and bright 
aftertaste. Drink now. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

92 Mirabeau 2017 Etoile Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Almost entirely Grenache (90%) 

with a touch of Cinsault, this is Mirabeau’s top 
cuvée. It has a rich texture, rounded with ripe red 
fruits and a hint of vanilla. The wine is smooth, gen-
erous and will be even better after a few months. 
Wait until late 2018. Pacific Highway Wines & Spir-
its. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Bernard Magrez 2017 L’Excellence des Muraires 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This elegant, pale-

colored rosé is one of three wines made by Bordeaux 
chateau owner Bernard Magrez. It reflects a soft, full 
style, ripe with red-berry fruits and just the right 
amount of acidity. The pepper of the Grenache has 
been tamed leaving a fruity aftertaste. Drink now. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Château d’Esclans 2016 Les Clans Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Pale pink in color, this lightly 

wood-aged wine is always released after an extra 
year of aging. That has broadened the wine, filling 
out the fruit with tannins and spice. It is a ripe, gen-
erous wine that is made to accompany food. Shaw-
Ross International Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

91 Château de Berne 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This single-vineyard wine comes 

from a high-elevation parcel, giving a wine with a 
crisp, bright and tight character. Red-currant fruits, 
layers of acidity and zesty texture come together in 
a wine that could develop further. Try waiting until 
the end of 2018. Provence Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Château Grand Boise 2017 Jadis Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). While the word Jadis means 

“long ago,” the wine itself is resolutely modern with 
its organically grown grapes and tight, clean acidity. 
Its acidity and bright texture are enhanced by the 
concentrated fruits. The wine could still age further, 
so drink from late 2018. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

91 Château la Gordonne 2017 La Chapelle Gor-
donne Tête de Cuvée Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

For full review see page 9. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Château la Vivonne 2017 Les Puechs Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This soft wine is full of 

ripe fruit with delicious acidity and a crisp after-
taste. Full bodied, it hides its weight in the fresh 
red-currant and berry fruits. Its impressive balance, 
perfume from the Mourvèdre and attractive fruiti-
ness make it ready to drink. Saranty Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 
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91 Château Miraval 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13% Price: $33 

91 Domaine de Rimauresq 2017 Rimauresq Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The estate is in a cool 

inland valley, with a northeast exposure, perfect for 
keeping the wines crisp and fresh. This wine, full of 
red fruits as well as caramel and spice, is dominated 
by Cinsault and Grenache, and is concentrated 
because of the dry vintage. It is a rich wine ready to 
drink now. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Domaine des Mapliers 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). With some Cabernet Sauvignon 

in the blend, this wine delivers some tannins as 
well as ripe fruit. Red berry and blueberry flavors 
give richness and bring out the mineral texture and 
tight acidity. It’s likely this full wine will be better 
with more bottle age, so drink from late 2018. Wine 
Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Figuière 2017 Première Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Produced from organically grown 

grapes, this wine has a streamlined sense of purity 
on the palate. Its intense acidity with red-currant 
fruitiness and its mineral texture add an extra bite, 
making it a great wine with food. Drink now. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2017 Château de Pampelonne 

Légende Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Pampelonne 
is situated in the hills above the luxury resort of 
Saint-Tropez, giving a great view of the yachts. It’s 
a stylish wine in its smart bottle. Almost white in 
color, it is mineral textured with tight intense acid-
ity and red-currant fruits. It will be worth aging for 
a few months, so drink this wine from later in 2018. 
Jeff Welburn Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

90 Bernard Magrez 2017 Château des Muraires 
Séduction Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Tall 

and square, this wine’s bottle is striking in itself. 
The wine inside, with its bold red fruits and clean, 
crisp acidity is equally impressive. It has great 
fruitiness, rich and full while still keeping plenty of 
freshness. Drink the wine from late 2018. H Wines. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Château Barbeiranne 2017 Tradition Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The stony soil of this 

estate has given a textured style of wine, rich while 
also mineral and taut. The acidity and the rich fruits 
add to the complexity and density of this full wine. 
Drink now. XXI Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château d’Esclans 2017 Rock Angel Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This is a soft, aromatic 

and ripe wine. It wears its high alcohol lightly, 
showing off good acidity as well as rich strawberry 
flavors. An attractive touch of spice mingles with 
the final crisp acidity. Drink now. Shaw-Ross Inter-
national Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Château de Brigue 2017 Fleur Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This top wine from Brigue is 

generous, ripe and fruity. It also has a lively, crisp 
character from the red-currant fruitiness and the 
the zesty minerality. This wine is balanced, fresh 
while also textured. Drink now. Jeff Welburn Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Château du Carrubier 2017 Cuvée Ingénue 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Dominated by 

Grenache, this ripe, smooth wine has great fruit, a 
rich texture that is full and generous, and a pepper 
character from the grape. This ripe wine is ready to 
drink. Wine Trust Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Château du Galoupet 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Interestingly, this wine has a 

small proportion of white Rolle in its blend. It is 
certainly a light-colored wine, but it is also ripe and 
rich. The acidity is restrained, just right for the bal-
ance of the wine, allowing for crisp richness. Drink 
now. Webster Barnes LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château la Gordonne 2017 Vérité du Terroir 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Vineyards on 

schist soil are the backbone of this wine. They give 
it the mineral texture while also providing great 
fruitiness. Produced only from the first pressing, 
the wine is clean, clear and fragrantly fruity. Drink 
now. Vranken Pommery America. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Château les Valentines 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). As with so many estates in 

Provence, the grapes are organically grown. This 
wine has richness, full of red-berry fruits, warm 
acidity and an edge of minerality that brings out 
the texture. The wine will be better from late 2018. 
Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Château Peyrassol 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). From a selection of old vines, 

this concentrated wine is rich, full of spice, pepper 
and bold red-fruit flavors. It is intense with both 
acidity and fruitiness, a tangy wine that finishes 
with a tight bite of lemon zest. Drink now. Rosen-
thal Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Château Roquefeuille 2017 Cuvée R Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The bottle, resembling 

the skittle you find in a bowling alley, houses a soft 
wine, full of ripe strawberry fruit, gentle acidity and 
a warm, full texture. The wine is easy, generous, 

with an attractive tang at the end to give it a lift. 
Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Château Roubine 2017 Premium Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This bright, light wine has 

a soft, rounded texture that makes it immediately 
accessible. It is a blend of six different grapes, 
including a touch of Cabernet Sauvignon. The result 
is a wine that is lightly structured, tangy and full of 
acidity as well as berry fruits. Drink now. Bertrand’s 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Château Sainte-Béatrice 2017 Cuvée Vauss-
ière Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This wine 

with its mineral texture and almond flavors is taut 
and tight. It hints at fruit rather than shouting 
about it. The result is a rich, rounded wine, full of 
ripeness and best with food rather than as an aperi-
tif. Sagitarius International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château Vannières 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Like many Bandol-based pro-

ducers, this estate also has vines in the surround-
ing Côtes de Provence. This entry-level rosé has 
Mourvèdre as well as Cinsault and Grenache in the 
blend. It is rich, rounded, although also attractively 
lifted by plenty of acidity. Drink now. H. Mercer 
Wine & Spirit Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Domaine de Ponteveze 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Grenache and Cinsault bloom 

together in this generous wine. Its warm fruitiness 
is balanced with a mineral edge, a touch of tannin 
and plenty of spice and herbal flavors. That all says 
the wine could age a few months, so drink from late 
2018. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

90 Domaine Gavoty 2017 Cuvée Clarendon Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This stylish wine, 

made from old vines, is rich while well balanced 
with great strawberry flavors, acidity and a pep-
pery aftertaste. Drink now. The wine is named after 
previous owner Bernard Gavoty, music critic for the 
French Le Figaro newspaper whose pseudonym was 
Clarendon. Linwood Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Domaine Houchart 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). For a Provence rosé, this has a 

definite pink color. It also has plenty of weight to 
match its colorful character. The acidity, raspberry 
fruit and good acidity all go well together in a ripe, 
harmonious wine. Drink now. David Milligan Selec-
tions. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Domaine la Rouillère 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). With its ripe blend of five 

grapes including Mourvèdre and Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, this wine has spice, perfume and tannins. Its 
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acidity and flavors of almonds as well as red fruits 
are deliciously balanced. This estate’s vineyard is in 
the hills at the heart of the Saint-Tropez peninsula. 
Drink the wine now. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

90 Gassier 2017 Esprit Gassier Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This is an intense, structured 

wine with great acidity as well as swathes of red 
fruits. A rich wine dominated by peppery Grenache, 
it also has a pure, red-currant flavor. The acid-
ity is tight and refreshing. The wine will be better 
with food. Drink now. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Hecht & Bannier 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Leading negociant Hecht & 

Bannier has produced a ripe, smooth style of rosé. 
Immediately drinkable, it has a generous texture, 
warm red-berry fruits and balanced acidity, every-
thing in its place. Drink now. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2017 Château Clémentine Rosé 

(Côtes de Provence). A well-balanced wine, this 
is poised comfortably between ripe fruits and the 
crispest acidity. Raspberry flavors are lifted by cit-
rus and freshened by kiwi fruit. It’s tangy, zesty and 
ready to drink. Jeff Welburn Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

90 Provence Wine Maker 2017 Rose Infinie 
(Côtes de Provence). This ripe wine is a 

blend of Grenache, Syrah, Cinsault and white Ver-
mentino. It offers brilliant red-fruit flavors, crisp 
acidity and a light, bright character. Intense acid-
ity gives zesty character to the refreshing aftertaste. 
Drink now. Wooden Ships. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Vignobles de Saint-Tropez 2017 Chevalier 
Torpez Château la Moutte Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). The Saint-Tropez peninsula is the hilly 
hinterland of the famed seaside resort. This wine 
comes from a single estate, producing a deliciously 
crisp, sophisticated wine. Red-currant flavor and 
tight acidity give it an immediate place with food. 
Drink now. Seaview Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

89 Château de Bregançon 2017 La Réserve Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine is ripe and 

rounded, while keeping just the right crisp tang of 
acidity and zesty orange peel. There is a light touch 
to this attractive wine although the fruit intensity 
and freshness are right up front. Drink now. MacAr-
thur Beverages. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Château de Brigue 2017 Brigue Prestige Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). With 30% Mourvèdre 

in the blend, this ripe wine also has a lightly herbal 
edge. That gives a fresh character to the wine and 
also the potential to age for a few more months. This 
tight, mineral-textured wine will be better from late 
2018. Orvino Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Château des Bertrands 2017 Réserve des Ber-
trands Elegance Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

This deliciously balanced wine is intensely full of 
fruit, with a tight, mineral texture and bright, lively 
acidity. It is a ripe wine while also having a light, 
elegant touch. Drink now. Maisons and Domaines 
Henriot. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Château Ferry Lacombe 2017 Haedus Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This rich wine is gen-

erous and soft, well balanced with great acidity and 
ripe strawberry flavors. It has the potential to be a 
fine food wine. The wine is named after a star in 
the Auriga constellation. It is ready to drink now. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Domaine des Hauts Plateaux 2017 Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Produced by the coop-

erative of Le Luc, this wine shows an easygoing 
character. It is ripe and full bodied without missing 
a beat on acidity and red fruits. It is rounded while 
still keeping a bright, crisp aftertaste. Drink this 
tangy wine now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

89 Domaine des Peirecèdes 2017 La Tulipe Noire 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This wine, pro-

duced from organic grapes, is warm and ripe, sing-
ing of the Provencal sun. Its rich red-fruit flavors 
are generous, giving both juicy acidity and layers of 
spice and zingy tannins. Drink this wine now. PIP 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Domaine des Thermes 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Close to the coast, this vine-

yard produces soft, ripe rosés that are spiced with a 
touch of saltiness as well as tight red-currant fruits. 
Full of juicy acidity, immediately refreshing, the 
wine is ready to drink. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Domaine Sainte-Marie 2017 VieVité Extraor-
dinaire Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This pal-

est of rosés is soft while having warm, ripe fruiti-
ness. Mango and banana flavors give an exotic feel 
that’s brought back to crispness by the acidity. This 
lightly perfumed wine will be best from later in 
2017. Turquoise Life. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Fabre en Provence 2017 Château de 
l’Aumerade Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Pro-

duced at the Fabre family’s Château de l’Aumerade 
estate, this wine is fashionably pale in color while 
offering crisp ripe fruits and gentle acidity. It has 

some weight, with intense bright fruits and a zesty, 
peppery aftertaste. August Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Fontcreuse 2017 Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 
With its carafe-like shape, the heavy bottle 

is all part and parcel of what’s inside. It comes from 
Château de Fontcreuse in the small seaside port of 
Cassis. Ripe and fruity with strawberry flavors and 
soft acidity, this full wine is ready to drink. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2017 Château Gabriel Rosé 

(Côtes de Provence). This fruity, crisp wine is 
instantly delicious. Its bright fruit, red-currant and 
raspberry flavors and well-balanced acidity are all 
just right. It has great fruit, a lively texture and is 
ready to drink now. Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Les Vins Bréban 2017 Castel des Maures 
Cuvée Jeanne Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

ripe wine has an herbal edge that gives it a crisp tex-
ture. It is packed with red-currant and spice flavors, 
shot through with refreshing acidity. Drink the wine 
now. Total Beverage Solution. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Mas de Cadenet 2017 Nuit Blanche Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Definitely on the pale 

side, this is a lightly fruity wine, soft and ripe on the 
palate. It has just the right amount of acidity to bal-
ance the ripe red-berry fruits and rich texture. It’s 
called Nuit Blanche (sleepless night) because the 
harvest takes place at night. Drink the wine now. 
Mariposa Fine Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Mirabeau 2017 Azure Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This wine is packed with crisp, 

red-berry flavors and finished with lively acidity. 
These elements make for a delicious, bright wine 
with flavor intensity as well as a zingy final texture. 
Drink now. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

88 Bernard Magrez 2017 Douce Vie Tentation 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). One of three 

Provence wines produced by major Bordeaux cha-
teau owner Bernard Magrez, this wine is ripe and 
full, generous both with its red fruits and acidity. It 
is stylish with a crisp edge and a clean, fruity after-
taste. Drink this attractive wine now. Grantham 
Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château d’Esclans 2017 Whispering Angel  
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This almost 

white-colored wine is the latest edition of a best-
seller. It is full of bold red fruits, crisp with acidity 
and ripe in character. Balanced and delicious, it’s 
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ready to drink. Shaw-Ross International Importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 Château de Berne 2017 Inspiration Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This full, rich wine 

emphasizes ripe berry fruits rather than crispness. 
That makes for a wine that is warm, intensely fruity, 
soft on the palate and ready to drink now. Provence 
Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château des Demoiselles 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Owned by the same family as 

Château Sainte Roseline, this estate has produced a 
softly fruity, lightly zesty wine. Touches of spice and 
pepper from the Grenache and Cinsault are lifted by 
plenty of acidity and red-currant fruitiness. Drink 
the wine now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château du Carrubier 2017 Cuvée de Clara 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). It’s possible to 

sense a touch of saltiness from the nearby sea in 
this crisp wine. Acidity and spice from the almost 
100% Grenache in the wine give character, richness 
and a ripe aftertaste. Drink now. Wine Trust Cel-
lars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Font du Broc 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Reflecting the warm vintage, 

this ripe wine is rich with red-berry fruits, gentle 
acidity and a tangy, peppery texture. It has spice as 
well as attractive fruits and delicious final acidity. 
Drink now. Zancanella Importing Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Château Pas du Cerf 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Produced from organically 

grown grapes, this is a pale-colored rosé, rounded 
with spice and caramel as well as crisp, clean acid-
ity. Red-currant and raspberry fruitiness gives the 
wine a deliciously fresh aftertaste. Drink now. Paul 
M. Young Fine Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

88 Château Peyrassol 2017 Cuvée de la Com-
manderie Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Named 

for the ancient castle that stood on this site, this 
wine is open, ripe and fruity. It has a mineral edge 
from the limestone in the soil and from the crisp 
red fruits. It’s a bright, ready-to-drink wine, great 
for the summer. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Château Réal d’Or 2017 Monaco La Riviera 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Drawing on the 

French Riviera’s two attractions, the Monte Carlo 
casino and the beaches, this wine aims to win out 
both on its fruitiness and its name. Both work, 
because the wine with its red fruits will be just right 
either in the sun or at the gambling tables. Drink 
now. DHI Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

88 Château Sainte Roseline 2017 Lampe de 
Méduse Rosé (Côtes de Provence). In its oil-

lamp-shaped bottle, this is the entry-level wine at 
this estate. It is fruity and immediately delicious, 
packed with fruitiness, refreshing and with a bright 
aftertaste. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Château Sainte-Béatrice 2017 Instant B Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This simple, fruity 

wine is soft, direct with its red fruits and crispness 
at the end. Its easy acidity and full-bodied character 
are balanced, giving room for the lively berry flavors 
and fresh aftertaste. Drink now. Sagitarius Interna-
tional. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Château Sainte-Béatrice 2017 Summer 
Dreams Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The 

engraving of Saint-Tropez on the bottle sets the 
summer scene behind this wine. Its fruitiness and 
light acidity evoke warm days while the rich berry 
flavors give a rounded texture. This wine is ready to 
drink. Sagitarius International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Clos de l’Ours 2017 L’Accent Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Produced from organically 

grown grapes, this blend of five varieties is fruity 
and crisp, with mineral-driven acidity. Well bal-
anced, it is ready to drink. Weygandt-Metzler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Domaine de la Croix 2017 Eloge Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This wine is tight and crisp, 

intense with acidity and red-currant flavors. It has 
a strong mineral edge as well as the perfumed fruiti-
ness. It’s a wine for food; drink from late 2018 when 
the acidity has calmed down. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Domaine des Diables 2017 MiP Made 
in Provence Collection Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Perfumed, flavored with thyme as well 
as crisp red fruits, this fragrant wine also has a zing 
of tight acidity. It has plenty of fruitiness, refreshing 
and tangy at the same time. Drink now. My French 
Cellar. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

88 Domaine Sainte-Marie 2017 VieVité Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The fruit and the good 

acidity are balanced by the ripe nature of this wine. 
It has concentration, with red-currant and berry 
flavors all attractively packaged. Drink this wine 
now. Turquoise Life. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2017 Simone Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). As part of the series 

of wines from this estate honoring women in the 
family, this release is named after the winemaker’s 
mother. It is an attractive blend of Syrah and Gre-

nache, crisp and clean with light fruity flavors and 
lively acidity. Drink now. A Tres Vite. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Figuière 2017 Magali Signature Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Packed with fruitiness, this 

wine is textured with some minerality as well as 
given a crisp edge by the citrus acidity. The caramel 
flavor, red-fruit ripeness and tang at the end give a 
ready-to-drink wine. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Fleurs de Prairie 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This soft and ripe wine, with its 

classic blend of Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah, is full 
in the mouth and rich. Raspberry and red-currant 
flavors are right up front along with caramel rich-
ness. Drink this warm wine now. Advantage Inter-
national. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

88 JCB 2017 No. 5 Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 
This is a rounded style of rosé, soft with 

caramel flavors. Its warm, rich style is smooth, giv-
ing ripe raspberry flavors and balanced acidity. It is 
part of an extensive range of wines under the JCB or 
Jean-Charles Boisset label. Drink now. Boisset Col-
lection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 La Sanglière 2017 La Riviera Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This herbal, perfumed wine is a 

simple blend of Grenache and Cinsault, bright with 
layers of crisp acidity. A touch of pepper adds spice 
to the delicious, easy fruit of the wine. Drink now. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Le Charmel 2017 Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 
A deliciously aromatic wine, this offers 

intense red fruits that are repeated on the crisp, 
refreshing palate. Produced near the coast and close 
to Bandol, the wine is fruity, bright and ready to 
drink now. Winesellers, Ltd. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2017 Château de Pampelonne 

Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This is a delicious wine 
to drink immediately, crisp with acidity and bright 
with red-currant fruitiness. Its tangy texture, lively 
aftertaste and citrus edge are instantly refreshing. 
Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

88 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2017 Fleur de Mer Rosé (Côtes 

de Provence). Lightly herbal and crisp, this is a deli-
cious, fragrant wine. It has a typical light Provencal 
color along with great fruitiness and a ripe red-fruit 
aftertaste. Drink now. E & J Gallo. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 
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88 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2017 Cuvée G Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The high proportion of 

Syrah (55%) in this wine has given it intense acid-
ity and a tight, crisp and perfumed character. It is 
refreshing, lively, packed with fruit and ready to 
drink. The Winebow Group LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Mas de Cadenet 2017 Arbaude Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Made from organic grapes 

grown in a single vineyard, this wine is light, with 
deliciously pure red-currant and berry fruits. It has 
a lively palate, enhanced by the crisp acidity and 
juicy fruitiness. Drink now. The Source. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Mirabeau 2017 Pure Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This lightly structured wine is 

crisp and refreshing. Strawberry and citrus come 
together harmoniously, given dryness by the min-
eral texture. A touch of spice at the end gives a bite. 
Drink now. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Vignobles de Saint-Tropez 2017 Chevalier 
Torpez Domaine Cézanne Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). The painter Cézanne is more associated 
with Aix-en-Provence than Saint-Tropez, but it’s 
not too far. This wine displays plenty of color, with 
a rounded texture and soft, generous fruits. Nicely 
balanced acidity gives a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. 
Seaview Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

87 Château Barbeiranne 2017 L’Ange Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This is a deliciously ripe wine, 

full of generous red-berry fruits with a soft texture. 
Juicy, fruity and lightly crisp at the end, it is an 
immediately drinkable, attractive wine. XXI Wines 
& Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Château de Bregançon 2017 B de Brégançon 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The simpler of the 

two cuvées from this estate, this is full of raspberry, 
red-currant and citrus flavors. Softly textured 
although having plenty of acidity, the wine is ready 
to drink. MacArthur Beverages. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château de Brigue 2017 Villa Brigue Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A classic blend of Cin-

sault, Grenache and Syrah, this easy, fruity wine 
is softly textured, with a hint of caramel as well 
as raspberry flavors. Touched by pepper and deli-
ciously fresh, the wine is ready to drink. Republic 
National Distributing Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Château de Saint-Martin 2017 Colette Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Named after the author 

Colette who frequently came to Provence, this wine 
is full of attractive red fruits and crisp acidity. It has 

a tight, bright edge that makes it extra refreshing. 
Drink now. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Château de Saint-Martin 2017 Cuvée Grande 
Réserve Rosé (Côtes de Provence). From the 

Saint-Martin estate, which has been in the same 
family since 1740, this wine is rich while balanced 
with herbal acidity and touches of citrus. The ripe 
berry red-currant and berry fruits are still develop-
ing in this young wine, so wait to drink until later in 
2018. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

87 Château du Carrubier 2017 Cuvée d’Aurore 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Ripe, soft and 

richly fruity, this is an attractively smooth and 
rounded wine. With generous red fruits balanced 
with just the right acidity, the wine is open and 
ready to drink. Wine Trust Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Château la Vivonne 2017 Domaine de la 
Vivonne Cuvée X Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

A smooth, rounded style of rosé, this comes from 
vineyards close to the sea. It is soft, with attractive 
strawberry flavors lifted by bright, salty acidity. The 
wine is lightly perfumed, juicy at the end. Drink 
now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Château les Valentines 2017 Le Caprice de Clé-
mentine Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Produced 

from grapes grown within sight of the sea, this wine 
is light both in color and in flavors. Its delicate tex-
ture and light touch of acidity and red fruits are bal-
anced by crispness and immediate freshness. Drink 
now. Evaton, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Château Maïme 2017 Instant Maïme Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The light color is 

repeated in the light texture of this wine. Delicate 
red-currant and spice flavors are lifted by bright 
acidity. This wine, peppery from the 60% Grenache 
in the blend, is ready to drink. Antares. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Château Roubine 2017 La Vie en Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). The style of this estate is for 

extra crisp, red-currant-flavored wine, and this 
attractively named bottling matches that profile. 
The tight acidity, crisp texture and young fruitiness 
suggest that it will be better in a few months when 
it has softened. Drink from late 2018. Bertrand’s 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Château Roubine 2017 R de Roubine Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The dramatic embossed 

bottle with its flowered R contains a simple, less 
drama-laden wine. It has crisp fruits, almond and 
caramel flavors, ripe berries and just enough final 
acidity. Drink now. Bertrand’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Château Saint-Maur 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Spicy, peppery and with an 

herbal edge, this wine has a dense texture, rich red 
currant and rhubarb flavors and intense, spice at 
the end. It needs a few more months, so drink from 
late 2018. Private Cask Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Château Sainte Roseline 2017 Le Cloître Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The 13th-century clois-

ters that form the basis of this chateau have given 
their name to this entry-level cuvée. Despite its high 
alcohol, this offers classically crisp, intense fruity 
acidity rounded out by the red-currant and berry 
flavors. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

87 Château Sainte Roseline 2017 Roseline Pres-
tige Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The glass 

stopper and the elegant embossed bottle contain a 
smooth, ripe wine that is soft and easy to drink. It 
has a touch of bitterness while also showcasing ripe 
red fruits. Drink this easygoing wine now. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Collection des Anges 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Crisp and fruity, this ripe wine 

also has good acidity. It offers red-currant flavors, 
with a bright texture to balance with the richer 
caramel and spice. Drink this attractive wine now. 
Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Domaine des Aspras 2017 Les Trois Frères 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This blend of 

Grenache and Cinsault gives a ripe wine, full of rich 
fruit. Made from organically grown grapes, it has a 
crisp edge of acidity to balance the broad fruitiness. 
Drink this full-bodied wine now. The Wine House. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Domaine des Diables 2017 Les Petits Diables 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Syrah, Grenache 

and Cinsault provide a satisfying blend of crisp red 
fruits for this juicy wine that’s refreshingly packed 
with intense acidity. It’s a wine to drink now, great 
as an aperitif. Large Sour Grapes. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Domaine des Diables 2017 MiP Made in 
Provence Classic Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

Light in color, this herbal and fruity wine is per-
fumed and delicate. It has red-currant flavors with 
pink-grapefruit touches, plenty of zesty acidity and 
a bright aftertaste. Drink now. Savio Soares Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Domaine des Mapliers 2017 Mapliers Préfer-
ences Rosé (Côtes de Provence). With its 

alcohol this is more of a rosé for food than for 
aperitif. It is rich, soft and smooth with caramel 
and rich strawberry flavors. The wine is fat, full in 
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the mouth. Drink now. Wine Source International. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Domaine des Peirecèdes 2017 Le Fil d’Ariane 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Almost white 

in color, this elegant wine is rounded, full of ripe 
strawberry fruit and spice. The acidity is lightly 
crisp, well balanced with the tanginess of this 
attractive, ready-to-drink wine. PIP Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaine Gavoty 2017 Grand Classique Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A rich wine, this has 

ripe fruit and a generous texture. Spice, pepper and 
wild strawberry flavors give a rounded wine that 
is full bodied, zesty with a warm aftertaste. Drink 
now. Linwood Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Fabre en Provence 2017 Château de 
l’Aumerade Cuvée Marie-Christine Rosé 

(Côtes de Provence). Bright and fruity, this is a light, 
crisp wine. Red-currant flavors are lit by the acid-
ity and filled out with spice and a touch of pepper. 
Drink now. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

87 Fabre en Provence 2017 Château de la 
Clapière Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Owned 

by the Fabre family since 1928, this estate is close 
to the sea. This wine, with its smooth texture, red-
currant fruit and peppery edge is ripe, full and ready 
to drink. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2017 Les Papilles 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Light and fruity, 

this wine offers crisp acidity over red-currant fla-
vors. It’s balanced, tangy with a refreshing after-
taste. Drink now. The Winebow Group LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Maison Angelvin 2017 Sélection Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This crisp, fruity wine is 

produced by the Angelvin family of Saint-Tropez 
from old parcels of Grenache and Mourvèdre. Its 
red-berry and pineapple flavors are light, bright 
and lifted by lively acidity. Drink the wine now. 
Provence Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Saint Sidoine 2017 Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 
This freshly crisp wine has a touch of pepper 

to complement the red fruits. It is lively, refreshing 
and offers a tangy, tight aftertaste. Drink this attrac-
tive wine now. Ruby Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Urban Provence 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Ripe, soft and fruity, this is a rich, 

caramel-flavored wine. Its light acidity and warm, 
rounded texture are easy on the palate, with a style 

that is just ready for food. Drink now. Provence Rose 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

87 Vignoble Dragon 2017 La Belle Hélène Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This ripe style of rosé 

is rich with red fruits and with a rounded texture. 
It has great freshness while perhaps missing out on 
crisper fruit flavors. Drink this smooth wine now. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Xavier Flouret 2016 Nationale 7 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). From Château des Demoi-

selles, an estate now owned by top producer Châ-
teau Sainte Roseline, this is a balanced wine still 
full of bright red fruits and acidity, although also 
with some warmth and richness. It is well balanced 
and ready to drink. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Château Barbanau 2017 L’Instant Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine is fruity, 

spicy with a line of acidity and crisp red fruits. Pro-
duced from organically grown grapes, it is immedi-
ately attractive, light and bright to drink. T. Elen-
teny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Château Barbanau 2017 La Girafe Verte 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The name “green 

giraffe” is something of a mystery, however the wine 
itself is much more open and simple. It has a lightly 
herbal character as well as plenty of perfumed fruit. 
Acidity and a touch of spice add to the crispness. 
Drink now. Francki Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Château de Berne 2017 Emotion Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This softly fruity wine is ripe, 

open with warm layers of strawberry flavors, light 
acidity and a mineral aftertaste. Easy and accessi-
ble, it’s ready to drink. Provence Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Château de Saint-Martin 2017 Eternelle 
Favorite Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Very 

pale in color, this wine adds the Tibouren grape to 
the more usual mix of Cinsault and Grenache. That 
brings an herbal element to the wine and adds extra 
freshness. With the bright texture and fruitiness, 
the wine is ready to drink. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

86 Château la Tour de l’Evêque 2017 Vendanges 
Manuelles Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Owned 

by the Sumeire family, this estate has produced a 
ripe and soft style of rosé. It misses out on crispness 
but does have plenty of rich strawberry flavors. The 
aftertaste is warm and rounded. Drink now. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Château Pas du Cerf 2017 Le Merle Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Le Merle (meaning 

the robin) is the entry-level wine from this beauti-
ful estate with its backdrop of wooded hills. It is a 
warm wine with caramel and red fruits comfortably 
mingling together. The wine is delicious, crisp and 
ready to drink. Paul M. Young Fine Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Château Sainte Roseline 2017 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This wine is herbal, with a 

nutty aroma, tight acidity and crisp red-currant fla-
vors. Its perfumed character is attractive, full in the 
mouth and ready to drink now. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Domaine de la Croix 2017 Iirrésistible! Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A blend of seven 

grapes, this wine demands to be drunk now. With 
attractive red-berry fruits that are clean and crisply 
textured, the wine is both refreshing and juicy. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Domaine de la Sanglière 2017 Breezette Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A soft, spicy style of 

rosé, this wine is full of ripe berries with a lightly 
smoky character. It finishes with a crisper, red-cur-
rant aftertaste. Drink this ripe wine now. Turquoise 
Life. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Domaines Pierre Chavin 2017 Pierre & Paul 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The lightest pos-

sible rosé, both in color and flavor, this wine is just 
right for easy summer drinking. Its light fruit, edge 
of crisp acidity and soft aftertaste make it ready to 
drink now. Webster Barnes LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

86 Fabre en Provence 2017 Château de la 
Deidière Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

light wine has a soft texture to go with the straw-
berry flavors. There is a touch of caramel as well 
as ripe fruitiness. Drink now. Baron Francois Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Fabre en Provence 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). For 17 generations, the Fabre 

family has been making wine in Provence. The latest 
vintage to bear their name is ripe and concentrated, 
a product of the hot, dry year. The rich red fruits 
have just the right amount of acidity and of tangy, 
zesty texture. Drink now. August Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

86 Figuière 2017 Le Saint André Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Made from purchased grapes, 

this is the entry-level wine from this producer. It is 
light and bright with acidity and red-currant fruit. 
The tight texture and citrus flavors keep it crisp. 
Drink this wine now. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 
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86 Fortant 2017 Rosé de Provence (Côtes de 
Provence). Crisp with bright red berries, 

this is a clean, fruity wine. Its acidity and touch of 
spice from the Grenache in the blend add an attrac-
tive bite to contrast with the fruitiness. Drink now. 
Boisset Collection. Best Buy.—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Les Caves du Commandeur 2017 Ame du 
Vin Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The Soul of 

Wine is an important-sounding name for a fruity 
and friendly rosé. Fruitiness comes from the crisp 
red-currant flavors as well as the ripe spice and per-
fumed acidity. Drink now. Opici Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2017 Saint Roch les Vignes 

Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Cinsault and Grenache 
give a balanced, ripe wine that has spice as well as 
red fruits and acidity. The wine has an herbal edge, 
perfumed and with a crisp, zesty aftertaste. Drink 
now. Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Villa Louise 2017 Cuvée Favorite Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This wine is soft and immedi-

ately easy to drink. Its red fruit and acidity are just 
right to give the wine a crisp aftertaste. Drink this 
simple wine now. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

85 Château Réal d’Or 2017 Collection Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This rounded wine 

is soft, gently textured with perfumed fruit. If it 
misses out on acidity, it makes up for it with its easy 
texture and lightly peppery aftertaste. Drink now. 
DHI Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

85 Château Roquefeuille 2017 Rosé in the Air 
(Côtes de Provence). Nearly white in color, 

this palest of rosés is delicately textured with plenty 
of ripe fruit, juicy acidity and a bright, lively after-
taste. Drink now. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

85 Château Terrebonne 2016 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This gentle wine offers plenty of 

red-berry fruits. The acidity is contrasted with the 
spicy, peppery character and the ripe fruitiness that 
gives a soft aftertaste. Drink now. Lionstone Inter-
national. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 Chevalier de Lafoux Sainte Anne 2017 Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Rounded, soft and 

unfocused, this gentle wine lacks crispness. Red-
berry flavors, acidity and light aftertaste give a wine 
to drink now. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Gabriel Meffre 2017 GM par Gabriel Meffre 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Produced by a 

Rhône Valley negociant, this wine is light, fruity 

and crisply clean. It is a simple wine with attractive 
acidity, red-berry flavors and a touch of spice. Drink 
now. Vision Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 La Sanglière 2017 Domaine la Sanglière Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This pale-colored rosé 

is featherlight in its crisp fruit and attractive, sim-
ple acidity. Lime and herbal flavors come together 
well, ready to drink now. Turquoise Life. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

85 Les Caves du Commandeur 2017 Secrète Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine is rich, full, 

packed with almost sweet strawberry fruit. It has a 
generous character, spicy, peppery and with a final 
zesty character. Drink now. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

85 Louis Bernard 2017 Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 
Pink in color, and light in flavor, this is a 

simple, fruity wine. It has a refreshing character 
along with a tangy edge of acidity that gives the 
wine a lift. Drink now. Boisset Collection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Mirabeau 2017 Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 
Full of bright, ripe strawberry flavors and 

smooth acidity, this is a rich style of rosé, fruity 
while also having a soft texture and a full aftertaste. 
Drink now. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

85 Vignobles de Saint-Tropez 2017 Chevalier 
Torpez Saint-T Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

This is a simple, ripe style of wine, with caramel 
and red-berry flavors given richness with the soft 
texture. The wine has a sunny mien, rounded and 
ready to drink. Seaview Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

85 Vignobles Ravel 2017 Château Montaud Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Keeping to the tradi-

tional Provence skittle bottle puts this wine very 
firmly on a restaurant table in the south of France. 
It’s easy on the palate, attractive with red fruits and 
with soft acidity. Drink this immediate wine now. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 Vins Clémentine 2017 Coeur Clémentine Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This is an attractive 

fruity wine produced at the cooperative in Puget-
Ville. It is dry, crisp with bright layers of acidity and 
a gently crisp texture. The wine is fruity, light and 
ready to drink. V2 Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

84 Château de Saint-Martin 2017 No 2 de Saint-
Martin Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This wine 

is smooth, just lightly fruity with a rounded texture, 
caramel flavors and spice. It is soft and ready to 
drink now. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

82 Château l’Oasis 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This earthy, rustic wine seems 

to have missed out on the crisp fruit. It does have 
spice and caramel flavors which could appeal. A hint 
of acidity comes through at the end. International 
Wine And Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

OTHER ROSÉS

88 Domaine d’Astros 2017 Cuvée Prestige Rosé 
(Maures). Made by the estate’s seventh 

generation of the Maurel family, this wine is light, 
bright with delicious raspberry and bitter-orange 
flavors. It is crisp, packed with fruit and ready to 
drink. Allen Walker Collection LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Domaine la Castille 2017 Ortega (Var). For a 
Provence rosé, this juicy wine is deeply col-

ored, which reflects the extra-generous flavors. Soft 
and fruity, it’s ripe with red fruits cut refreshingly 
with acidity. Drink now. Massanois Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 Domaine Proux 2016 Rosé (Var). This soft, 
fruity wine has attractive red fruits, a gen-

tle, generous texture and light acidity. The combina-
tion makes for a warm wine, full of sunshine and 
ready to drink. Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

PROVENCE
RED WINES

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

92 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2013 La 
Bargemone Cuvée Elisabeth (Coteaux d’Aix-

en-Provence). This top red cuvée from the historic 
Bargemone estate (founded by the Knights Templar 
in the Middle Ages) is a luscious blend of Grenache, 
Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon. It has generous 
black fruits, tannins that are now well-integrated 
into the fruit and a rich, full aftertaste. Drink the 
wine now. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Château Paradis 2015 Terre des Anges (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). This rich, powerful, 

partially wood-aged wine is not shy in coming for-
ward. It immediately shows its bold black fruits and 
firm tannins, dense and spicy from the 50% Syrah 
in the blend. The wine is made to age. Drink from 
2022. Bridge Imports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

90 Château Paradis 2015 Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence. With 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

this rich and structured wine has firm tannins, 
juicy black-currant and spice flavors and a full pep-
per and ripe fruit texture. Even after three years, 



BUYINGGUIDE

62  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  JULY 2018

it is still young. Don’t drink before 2021. Bridge 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

89 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2015 La 
Bargemone Cuvée Marina (Coteaux d’Aix-

en-Provence). Syrah, Grenache and Cabernet Sau-
vignon have produced a rich, smooth, oak-aged 
wine. It is smoky with plenty of ripe blackberry and 
black-currant fruits backed by tannins and a touch 
of stalkiness. The wine is still young, still develop-
ing. Wait until 2020. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

86 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2014 Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence. Unusually for a red, 

this wine is bottled in clear glass. That emphasizes 
the purple color of this spicy, stalky wine with its 
smoky character and herbal flavors. It is ready to 
drink. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

92 Château Grand Boise 2016 Cuvée 1610 (Côtes 
de Provence). A firm and tannic wine rich in 

black fruits and with a powerful structure, this is 
impressive and ageworthy. Named after the year in 
which the estate was created, the wine is a splendid 
blend of Syrah, Grenache and Cabernet Sauvignon, 
structured and dense. Drink from 2022. Soilair 
Selection. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $41 

88 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2016 Cuvée G (Côtes 
de Provence). Stalky and packed with 

black-currant and berry fruits, this wine is intense 
with tannins, acidity and a licorice flavor. All this 
will soften to give a rich wine, although likely the 
stalky fruit will likely remain. Drink from 2020. The 
Winebow Group LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Domaine Houchart 2015 Côtes de Provence. 
This spicy, stalky wine shows tight tannins 

and acidity, with a black currant flavor. Although 
richer berry fruits should come forward as the wine 
develops, expect it to remain on the lean side. David 
Milligan Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

BANDOL

95 Domaine de la Bégude 2015 La Brulade (Ban-
dol). This single-vineyard wine comes from 

a parcel that sits at 1,300 feet facing the Mediter-
ranean sea. Its dark color, fabulous ripe fruits and 
perfumed character give it both richness and lon-
gevity. With 95% Mourvèdre, it has all the struc-
ture, dark tannins and spice of this grape that is at 
its best in this appellation. Drink this wine from 
2023. Kysela Père et Fils. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $73 

93 Domaine de la Bégude 2015 Bandol. This 
wine has the perfumes of the wild garrigue 

and forests that surround the vineyards at this 
estate. Its exotic character contrasts with the firm 
tannins and dense texture. It is a profound wine, 
richly structure, full of black-plum-skin and blue-
berry flavors. Drink this wine from 2021. Kysela 
Père et Fils. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2015 Cuvée Cros 
du Loup (Bandol). Low-yielding old vines 

provide the source for this limited-edition wine. A 
blend of mainly Mourvèdre with some Grenache, it 
has a warmly herbal character, rich and structured, 
powered with tannins and opulent fruits. It makes 
a dynamic statement: ripe, aging well but needing 
more time. Drink from 2021. The Winebow Group 
LLC. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

91 Domaine de l’Olivette 2014 Bandol. Made 
from 90% Mourvèdre, this dense, richly per-

fumed wine remains young even after nearly four 
years, with firm tannins and a stalky edge. These 
balance the rich black fruits that are slowly devel-
oping. Drink from 2020. Fine Terroirs LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Domaine de la Bégude 2015 La Bégude (Ban-
dol). This entry-level wine is richly struc-

tured, spicy and intense. The black fruits and the 
acidity are still young, promising considerable 
aging. Drink this wine from 2020. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Domaine de la Bégude 2017 Cadet de la 
Bégude (Bandol). This young, deep-purple-

colored wine is almost the equivalent of a Bordeaux 
second wine. A blend across the two appellations of 
Côtes de Provence and Bandol, it has a rich poten-
tial, spicy, herbal while also packed with generous 
black fruits. The tannins will allow it to age, so save 
for 2019. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2015 Cuvée G (Ban-
dol). Packed with spicy, aromatic Mourvè-

dre, this rich wine is structured and still firm with 
tannins. Its black fruits are dense, concentrated 
and darkly textured. This ripe, juicy wine needs to 
age further. Drink from 2020. The Winebow Group 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Château d’Ollières 2014 Haut de l’Ermitage 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). Old Grenache 

vines in the blend and oak aging give this wine rich-
ness and concentration. It comes from selected 
parcels, producing great swathes of black fruit, rich 
tannins and spice. Acidity cuts through all this rich-

ness to give the wine a sense of fine balance. Drink 
from 2020. Rising Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

92 Château Grand Boise 2016 Côtes de Provence 
Sainte-Victoire. Provence meets Bordeaux in 

this blend of Syrah, Grenache and Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon. The result is a dark purple wine, rich both in 
black fruits and tannins. It is still firm at this stage, 
but promises some good aging. Drink from 2021. 
Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Château d’Ollières 2014 Prestige (Coteaux 
Varois en Provence). A smooth and balanced 

wine that has almost fully developed, this is rich 
while also having crisp black-currant and blueberry 
fruitiness. Ripe tannins and acidity go with the 
spice that has come from 18 months in wood. It’s 
a ripe wine, ready to drink from 2019. Rising Wine 
Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

OTHER FRANCE
WHITE WINES

CORSICA

88 Clos Alivu 2017 Vermentino (Patrimonio). 
This balanced, creamy and fruity wine from 

50-year-old vines is still young but already deli-
cious. It’s succulent and juicy, with apple flavors 
and zesty acidity at the end. Drink from late 2018. 
Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

86 UVAL 2017 Terra Nostra Blanc Vermentino 
(Corse). This featherlight, perfumed wine is 

soft, fruity and very ready to drink. Its acidity and 
lightly mineral texture are immediately attractive, 
filled out with fine, final fruitiness. Drink now. Jeff 
Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

VIN DE FRANCE

88 Domaine Poli 2015 Bianco Gentile Vermen-
tino (Vin de France). From the east coast of 

Corsica, this wine is rich, ripe and full of tropical 
fruit flavors. It has fine acidity to balance the deli-
cious, creaminess. Drink now. Jeff Welburn Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Lapeyre 2016 Evidéncia (Vin de France). 
Producer Jean-Bernard Larrieu describes 

this unfiltered wine from organically grown grapes 
bottled without sulfur as libre or natural. It has a 
certain oxidative character with a touch of honey 
and smooth yellow fruit. Drink now. Charles Neal 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 
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86 Lionel Osmin & Cie 0216 Pyrène L’Inarrêtable 
Le Blanc Beurré Chardonnay (Vin de France). 

This soft and open Chardonnay from grapes grown 
mainly in the Gascony region offers lime and apple 
flavors. Light and crisp, it gets a riper edge from 
touches of apricot. Drink this attractive wine now. 
Vintage Imports, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

84 Le Hameau 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Vin de 
France). This ripe, lightly sweet style of 

Sauvignon Blanc is fresh and crisp, with an herbal 
edge. Drink this attractive, fruity wine now. New 
France Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

OTHER FRANCE
SPARKLING WINES

VIN MOUSSEAUX

88 Château de Lavernette NV Granit Brut 
Nature (Vin Mousseux). Produced in the 

Beaujolais region using Gamay grapes this has a 
satisfying bite of acidity and structure, giving a ripe 
but crisp texture. Its textured apple and berry fruit 
is balanced by minerality. Drink now. Vintage ’59 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

86 Muscador NV Cépage Muscat Blanc (Vin 
Mousseux). Produced from Muscat grown 

in the south of France, this wine has the honeyed 
character typical of the grape. There’s a dry edge to 
it, giving pepper notes as well as lychee fruit on the 
finish. Drink now. Wein Bauer Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

85 Pol Clément NV Brut Blanc de Blancs (Vin 
Mousseux). This really bubbly wine is crisp 

with simple white fruit flavors and bright acidity. 
It’s easy-drinking and full of fruitiness. Drink now. 
Wine Warehouse Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

84 Pol Clément NV Sec Rosé (Vin Mousseux). 
This wine has a red fruit candy flavor and an 

attractive balance between acidity and off-dry soft-
ness. Its creamy mousse is light, making it a great 
candidate for an apéritif. Wine Warehouse Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

VIN PÉTILLANT

87 Vins Clémentine NV Coeur Clémentine La 
Pétillante Brut Rosé (Vin Pétillant). Spar-

kling Provence rosé is the logical next step in the 
success story from the south of France. This one is 
soft and off dry, making it a great apéritif. It’s bub-

bly, crisply textured and ready to drink. V2 Wine 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

OTHER FRANCE
ROSÉS

MEDITERRANÉE

88 Château Ferry Lacombe 2017 Mira Rosé 
(Mediterranée). Produced from grapes 

grown throughout the Provence region, this soft, 
fruity wine with wild strawberry flavors is finely 
balanced with acidity. Immediately friendly and 
ready to drink now. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2017 Pauline Rosé 
(Mediterranée). Made from the Corsican 

grape Niellucciu (aka Sangiovese), this wine is tight 
and packed with acidity as well as a bite of bitter 
orange and citrus. Named after the winemaker’s 
eldest daughter, it’s crisp and likely to be better 
from late 2018. A Tres Vite. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2017 Mireille Rosé 
(Mediterranée). Named after the owner’s 

godmother, this unusual, perfumed blend of Syrah 
and Muscat is ripe with great fruitiness. Full of red 
berry and mango flavors, it’s crisp, intense with 
acidity and full bodied. Drink now. A Tres Vite. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Château les Valentines 2017 L’Effrontée 
Rosé (Mediterranée). From grapes sourced 

from a wider area than Côtes de Provence, this 
blend of Grenache and Syrah is packed with fruiti-
ness. Its crisp acidity, light texture and fresh after-
taste are all calling for it to be drunk now. Cognac 
One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

85 Château de Saint-Martin 2017 Rosé & Roll 
by Saint Martin (Mediterranée). This soft, 

featherlight wine has a touch of caramel and deli-
cate red fruit. It’s a perfect apéritif style—fruity, 
with a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. Fine Terroirs 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Château Sainte-Béatrice 2017 Cuvée des 
Princes Rosé (Mediterranée). A simple, soft 

blend from the south of France, this is a perfect 
apéritif—bright and crisp with acidity. It’s fresh, 
fruity and ready to drink. Sagitarius International. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

85 La Sanglière 2017 Juliette Rosé (Mediter-
ranée). This easy, bright rosé is full of fruit, 

crisp acidity and a tangy backdrop of minerality and 

spice. Light and fruity, it will be a great apéritif. 
Turquoise Life. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 La Sanglière 2017 Séduction Rosé (Mediter-
ranée). This light, lively, fruity wine has-

delicate acidity and an immediately attractive crisp 
texture. Its up-front fruitiness and simple, bright 
texture makes it a great apéritif. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Les Vins Bréban 2017 Yes Way Rosé (Medi-
terranée). This soft caramel- and red fruit-

flavored wine is just lightly crisp at the end. It has 
an attractive juicy strawberry flavor, cut by just the 
right amount of acidity. Drink now. Prestige Bever-
age Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

CORSICA

88 Clos Alivu 2017 Rosé (Patrimonio). Made 
from 100% Niellucciu, this wine is rich and 

ripe. Its strawberry fruit flavors and soft acidity give 
it a smooth texture, with an essential hint of fresh-
ness at the end. Drink now. Jeff Welburn Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 UVAL 2017 Domaine Napoléon Brizi Rosé 
(Patrimonio). This 100% Niellucciu wine 

is spicy and bright, with fine fruitiness and intense 
acidity. It has no need of aging, so drink now. Jeff 
Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

87 Domaine Poli 2017 Niellucciu Rosé (Ile de 
Beauté). Bright red fruit and a refreshingly 

light texture mark this intensely fruity wine. Lively 
acidity makes it ready to drink. Jeff Welburn Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

86 Domaine Poli 2017 Sciaccarellu Rosé (Ile de 
Beauté). This wine’s light texture contrasts 

with its red cherry-like fruitiness. Its acidity and 
tangy edge are refreshing, as are its touch of miner-
ality and bright aftertaste. Jeff Welburn Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

VIN DE FRANCE

87 Plan Pégau 2017 Rosé (Vin de France). Initial 
whiffs of smoke and flint take some time 

to dissipate here but eventually open to prettier 
raspberry and plum notes. It’s a savory rosé, with 
slightly muted red cherry and berry flavors edged 
by exotic spice, bramble and delicate tannins. With 
its firm structure, it’s best served with dinner. Hand 
Picked Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 
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OTHER FRANCE
RED WINES

CORSICA

91 Domaine d’Alzipratu 2015 Pumonte (Corse 
Calvi). Rich and smooth, with great black 

fruit, this wood-aged wine has a dense, juicy char-
acter. It’s full of black plum flavors, acidity and 
spice, with weight, richness and aging potential. 
Drink from 2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

83 UVAL 2016 Terra Nostra Nielluciu (Corse). A 
stalky aroma and palate make this a tight, 

rather lean wine. It should soften over the next few 
months, but the acidity and tight texture are not 
particularly promising. Jeff Welburn Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

VIN DE FRANCE

93 Clos Venturi 2015 Chiesa Nera (Vin de 
France). Situated at 1,100–1,200 feet, this 

estate is one of the few in the interior of Corsica 
rather than on the coast. That gives great diurnal 
temperature variations to preserve freshness. Its 
top cuvée, this is a powerful blend of seven grapes, 
many of them local but rare and outside the appel-
lation rules. It’s big and black-fruited, with rich 
wood tannins and intense acidity. Drink from 2021. 
Wineberry America LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

88 Lionel Osmin & Cie 2016 Ekigaïna (Vin de 
France). Made from a rare cross between 

Tannat and Cabernet Sauvignon created in 1955, 
this is a simple, fruity wine with soft tannins and 
fine, juicy acidity. Red fruit and a crisp texture mark 
the palate. It’s ready to drink. Vintage Imports, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Lionel Osmin & Cie 2016 La Réserve Malbec 
(Vin de France). This is a soft take on Mal-

bec, with gentle tannins and plenty of red plum fla-
vors. With a crisp edge of acidity, it’s open and made 
to drink young. No need to wait; drink now. Vintage 
Imports, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

VIN DE TABLE

91 Domaine Grand Boise 2014 Liberté Chérie Vin 
de Syrah (Vin de Table Francais). Made from 

organically grown grapes, this wine is richly per-
fumed with equally rich, powerful fruit. It has dense 
tannins and dark berry fruit packed into serious 
structure. Made in very limited quantities, it’s ripe 

and needs to age further. Drink from 2020. Soilair 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

VIN DE LIQUEUR

88 Château du Cèdre 2015 Le Cèdre Vintage 
Malbec (Vin de Liqueur). Made by adding 

brandy to stop fermentation, this richly structured 
wine is sweet yet firm with tannins. Its jammy black 
fruit is balanced by acidity and a dry edge. Let it age 
for a few months and drink from 2019. Martine’s 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 18.5% Price: $31/500 ml 

88 Famille Laplace 2014 Maydie Vintage Tannat 
(Vin de Liqueur). When Tannat, Madiran’s 

bold red grape, is fortified with brandy, its tannins 
and spiritous edge create a contrast. The result: 
rich, jammy red fruit flavors and potent tannins. It 
will be ready to drink from 2019. The Wine Com-
pany. —R.V. 
abv: 17% Price: $30/500 ml 

87 Domaine Berthoumieu 2012 Tanatis (Vin de 
Liqueur). This sweet, full-bodied wine made 

by fortifying the fermenting must with brandy is 
rich with jammy black fruit flavors. Its tannins are 
finely integrated into the structure and sweet fruit. 
Drink now. Charles Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 17.5% Price: $30/500 ml 

SPAIN
WHITE WINES

RÍAS BAIXAS

89 Rosa Nautica 2017 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
Floral aromas are honeyed and pleasant. 

Strong acidity gives teeth to the palate, while this 
tastes mostly of tangerine and lemon, with some 
tropical sweetness. A citrusy finish with golden-
apple notes closes this out. Hidalgo Imports, LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Bodegas Aquitania 2016 Bernon Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). Flowery white-fruit aromas 

are mellow. A round melony palate is a touch soft but 
holding on. Melon and peach flavors are basic but 
perfectly good, while this is just vital enough on the 
finish. Drink up! Regal Wine Imports Inc. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Valmiñor 2017 Edición Especial 10 Años 
Albariño (Rías Baixas). Tropical-fruit aro-

mas include notes of pineapple and mango. This 
has an easy-to-like palate with pulpy weight and 
just enough acidity. Peachy flavors include a note of 

honey dew melon, while this shows a saline character 
on the finish. Kysela Père et Fils. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Litore 2016 Albariño (Rías Baixas). Citrus 
aromas are forceful and show a hint of green 

bell pepper. A plump melony palate is healthy and 
easygoing. Briny green-melon flavors are modest on 
a finish that indicates that it’s time to drink this. 
Singular Wine. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Marqués de Cáceres 2016 Deusa Nai Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). Oily citrus aromas are offset 

by dusty scents and yeasty notes. A citrusy palate 
has pulpy weight and acidic tang. Briny, slightly 
pickled flavors of cucumber and citrus fruits fin-
ish salty, with a note of lime. Drink now. Vineyard 
Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

RIOJA

90 Finca Allende 2016 Martires Single Vineyard 
Estate Bottled (Rioja). Lemony oak is the 

lead aroma on a round powerful nose with strong 
barrel influences. Substantive, round and deep, this 
barrel-fermented Viura is classic in style. Flavors of 
buttery oak, wood grain, spiced apple and nutmeg 
finish long, with the lasting impact of nine months 
spent in French oak. Drink through 2024. New Age 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $180 

89 Sierra Cantabria 2016 Organza (Rioja). 
Barrel-heavy aromas of raw oak and vanilla 

dominate the nose on this blend of Viura, Malva-
sia and Garnacha Blanca. Lively acidity gives life 
and balance to a full resiny palate, while this tastes 
much like it smells: oaky and briny, with citrusy 
undertones. A mild finish that’s nutty and salty is 
lasting. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

86 Finca Allende 2014 White (Rioja). With a 
tan color and murky aromas of rubber and 

stale fruits, this aging Viura (with 5% Malvasia) 
appears past its prime. High citric acidity lends zest 
to a palate that’s losing clarity. Sour briny woody 
flavors are mostly salty and low on fruit. On the fin-
ish, this displays a pickled note of sauerkraut along 
with dry almond skins. New Age Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

85 Bodegas Faustino 2017 VII Viura (Rioja).  For 
full review see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

83 Hidalgo 2016 Tradición H Viura (Rioja). A 
cloudy burnished-gold color and oxidized 

aromas of briny but stale white fruits get this Viura 
off to a shaky start. Bold malic acidity lends kick to 
an otherwise flat palate. This tastes lightly oxidized 
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and briny to an extreme, while the finish is cidery. 
Hidalgo Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

RUEDA

87 Protos 2017 Verdejo (Rueda). Snappy aromas 
of citrus fruits and cactus are racy and crisp. 

A healthy-feeling palate is smooth but cut by citric 
acidity. Briny citrus flavors include notes of jalapeño 
pepper and salt, while this is steady across the finish. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Protos 2016 P Verdejo (Rueda). A mix of 
yeasty lemon- and orange-peel aromas are 

just inviting enough. This Verdejo has a plump but 
basic mouthfeel along with slightly bitter flavors of 
citrus skins and salt. A briny green-leaning finish 
suggests a wine that’s beginning to fade. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Simué 2017 Verdejo (Rueda). Snappy, pun-
gent aromas of citrus carry the aroma. This 

feels round, oily and fairly full on the palate. Salty 
citrus flavors include green notes, while this hints 
at bell pepper and briny white fruits on the finish. 
Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Argami 2016 Old Vines Verdejo (Rueda). 
Yeasty but generic white-fruit aromas come 

with a hint of vanilla cookie. This feels angular and 
acidic, not full and complete. Citrus flavors are both 
briny and sour, while this tastes salty on the finish. 
Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Finca Montepedroso 2017 Sobre Lías Verdejo 
(Rueda). Punchy lemony aromas suggest air 

freshener and household cleanser. A mildly austere 
and tangy palate shows a yeasty side, while this 
tastes of pineapple, commercial yeast and melon 
prior to a somewhat hollow finish. MundoVino–The 
Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

84 Irelia 2016 Ecològico Verdejo (Rueda). 
 Prickly, punchy aromas of sweat and 

py razines start off this Verdejo. In the mouth, this 
is oddly syrupy but also acidic. Flavors of canned 
pineapple and green herbs end with a lasting note of 
pink grapefruit. Singular Wine. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

PRIORAT

87 Cellers Unió 2016 Roureda Llicorella Poboleda 
Vi de Vila Pedro Ximénez (Priorat). Muddled 

aromas are more funky than fruity or fun. In the 
mouth, this varietal Pedro Ximénez feels bright, but 
with an oily texture. Salty apricot and peach flavors 

are in the Sherry zone, while this fades quickly and 
tastes like salted nuts on the finish. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

87 Mas d’en Gil 2013 Coma Blanca (Priorat). 
Oxidized aromas of waxy white fruits lack 

freshness and suggest murk and age. While this 
blend of Garnacha Blanca and Macabeo is hold-
ing onto its solid mouthfeel, it tastes mostly of old 
wood and spiced melon. On the finish, notes of raw 
wood and buttered popcorn are out front. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

86 Marco Abella 2015 Òlbia (Priorat). Oxi-
dized stone-fruit aromas blend with vanilla 

and rubbery notes on this blend of mostly Garna-
cha Blanca and Viognier. In the mouth, this feels 
resiny and creamy, and ultimately rather monotone. 
Vanilla and wood-resin flavors are prominent prior 
to an oaky finish that’s low on fruit. Terlato Wines 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

85 Mas d’en Gil 2016 Bellmunt Vi de Vila (Prio-
rat). A light color and simple aromas of 

apple juice are less than serious. A minimal palate 
doesn’t have much to say, while this tastes of apple 
and green pyrazines. As a whole, this blend of Gar-
nacha Blanca and Viognier is reasonably good but 
bland. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

VINO DE LA TIERRA

87 Pradorey 2017 Verdejo (Vino de la Tierra de 
Castilla y León). Apple, stone-fruit and but-

tercup aromas are good but basic. This Verdejo is 
honest and fresh on the palate, but far from com-
plex. Salty apple flavors are reserved, while this 
tastes of briny apple and melon on the finish. USA 
Wine West. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Vicente Gandia 2017 Nebla Verdejo (Vino de 
la Tierra de Castilla y León). A punchy nose 

includes aromas of green herbs, scallion, bell pep-
per and stone fruits. This Verdejo has an oily texture 
cut by lemony acidity. Salty flavors of orange peel 
and citrus fruits hollow out in front of a plump fin-
ish with lasting citric acidity. Vicente Gandia USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Ossian 2015 Viticultura Ecológica Verdejo 
(Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y León). Briny 

citrus aromas are a bit stale and vie with oak scents. 
This barrel-aided Verdejo is oily and resiny in feel. 
Salty apple and corn flavors are a touch oxidized, 
and on the finish that oxidized character is more 
amplified, with hints of popcorn and butter. Classic 
Wine Imports, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

83 Pradorey 2016 Selección Especial Verdejo 
(Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y León). Jum-

bled yeasty aromas are inexact and a bit strange. A 
hollow palate is neither here nor there. Weedy, salty 
and sour citrus and stone-fruit flavors show no fol-
low through on a lightly oxidized finish. USA Wine 
West. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

81 Ossian 2016 Quintaluna Verdejo (Vino de la 
Tierra de Castilla y León). Unclean, fruit-

less aromas are dirty and gritty. In the mouth, this 
feels chunky and flat. Oxidized bitter flavors don’t 
amount to much, while this is low on pulse come 
the finish. Classic Wine Imports, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

OTHER WHITE WINES

89 Avancia 2016 Old Vines Godello (Valde-
orras). A gold color and overtly woody aro-

mas akin to cedar cover more delicate scents of white 
peach and pear. A plump body with a resiny texture 
benefits from bright acidity, while this tastes of salty 
stone fruits and oak. The finish is long and woody in 
character. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

88 Malveira 2016 Godello (Monterrei). Dry 
apple and minerally aromas make for a 

clean nose. Focused as well as fleshy in feel, with 
flavors of stone fruits, citrus and slate, this is a mel-
low white that offers mild but appealing tropical 
notes on the finish. Singular Wine. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Mas d’en Gil 2014 Coma Alta Garnacha Blanca 
(Priorat). Years into its existence and this 

varietal Garnacha Blanca still smells like raw oak 
and turpentine, although those aromas are more 
ingrained than superficial. A well-balanced mature 
palate with lively acidity is helpful, while this tastes 
of fino Sherry and dried white fruits. A long finish 
with salt and pepper notes references oak as its final 
chord. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

87 Casal Novo 2016 Godello (Valdeorras). Briny 
apple aromas are standard. This Godello is 

full in body and a bit flat, with little acidic edge to 
the palate. Fairly modest melon and green-banana 
flavors are understated on a simple finish. Classical 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

86 Godelia 2016 Pilgram Godello (Bierzo). 
Stalky aromas lack freshness and lean 

towards briny. A tight citrusy palate is more posi-
tive, while this offers slightly stale flavors of dried 
apricot and mango in front of a chalky finish. 
Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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86 Palacio De Canedo 2016 Made With Organic 
Grapes Godello (Bierzo). Apple, peach and 

butterscotch aromas are not distinct. A palate 
comprised mostly of acid has a skins-like texture, 
while this tastes slightly pickled, with citrus and 
pineapple notes. On the finish, this Godello is briny 
and cidery, with a touch of bitterness. Regal Wine 
Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Alta Alella 2016 Lanius Organic White 
( Alella). A heavy coating of oak aromas 

gives this midlevel white blend a resiny outlook. In 
the mouth, this is medium in body but flabby due 
to low acidity. A flavor profile based mostly on oak 
includes notes of popcorn and butter, while this is 
woody and less than precise on the finish. Avant 
Garde Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

84 Enate 2016 Fermentado en Barrica Chardon-
nay (Somontano). A heavy blast of forceful 

oak dominates this Chardonnay’s basic white-fruit 
aromas. This is chunky and resiny in feel, with just 
enough cutting acidity. Woody flavors are straight 
from the barrel, while this offers yeasty vanilla notes 
on a melony finish. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

84 Gooseneck 2016 Chardonnay (Navarra). 
A mix of mild oak, pineapple, melon and 

vanilla aromas is common for basic Chardonnay. A 
medium-bodied palate holds yeasty melon flavors 
that come and go quickly. A lightly oxidized finish 
tastes mostly of vanilla. Wickford Wine Company. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

83 Alta Alella 2017 Parvus Chardonnay (Alella). 
Punchy aromas of citrus and tropical fruits 

are loaded with sweaty-smelling pyrazines. A pull-
ing, lean palate has the texture of grape skins. Salty 
orange and pineapple flavors move fast and finish 
briny and tart. Avant Garde Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

83 Vicente Gandia 2017 Finca Del Mar Char-
donnay (Valencia). Light citrus aromas are 

yeasty and suggest air freshener. A light bouncy 
palate offers almost no substance or weight, while 
this tastes of simple melon, apple and citrus fruits. 
A vapid finish with almost nothing on offer isn’t a 
surprise. Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

ROSÉS

87 Príncipe de Viana 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Rosé (Navarra). This orange-red tinted 

Cabernet opens with spice notes and the scent of 
apple skins. A wide yet balanced palate is ultimately 
basic, while this tastes of briny red fruits, earthy 
spices and tomato sauce. On the finish, this holds 

onto its saucy character, making it a food-friendly 
rosé. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Izadi 2017 Larrosa Rosé (Rioja). Earthy aro-
mas of cantaloupe are slightly mealy and 

stale. A chunky palate shows the tannic grab of 
grape skins. Salty melon and peach flavors are not 
that bright, but lively acidity keeps this on a proper 
keel in terms of balance. European Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Príncipe de Viana 2017 Edición Rosa Rosé 
(Navarra). Punchy aromas of citrus, spice 

and tomato paste are fresh, leading to a tight pal-
ate with bold acidity. Despite that, there’s a lightly 
oxidized component to salty flavors of tomato sauce 
and apple skins. Classical Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

86 Rio Madre 2017 Garnacha Rosé (Rioja). A 
hot-pink color and punchy aromas of citrus 

and red fruits make for a bright opening. In its cur-
rent youthful state, this feels healthy and medium 
in body. Primary citrus flavors come with a spicy 
note of cactus prior to a foxy, lightly green finish. 
Jorge Ordóñez Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Gooseneck 2017 Grenache Rosé (Navarra). 
Prickly aromas of citrus and pyrazines turn 

more powdery and soapy with airing. A straightfor-
ward palate evokes no reaction, while this tan-col-
ored rosé tastes of generic melon, apple and stone 
fruits prior to a briny finish that fades with nary a 
peep. Wickford Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Príncipe de Viana 2017 Garnacha Rosé 
(Navarra). Mild pyrazine-based aromas of 

bell pepper and hard spices blend with red-apple-
skin scents on a midlevel nose. A narrow mouthfeel 
lacks elasticity, while this tastes of salt and savory 
tomato sauce. Savory more than fruity, this isn’t 
bad. Classical Wines. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

83 Bodegas Valdemar 2017 Conde Valdemar 
Rosé (Rioja). With hints of currant and 

pomegranate, this smells light and distant. In the 
mouth, this is lean and low on body. Grapefruit 
flavors are about all that rise up on this tangy but 
 generic rosé. Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

81 Evaia 2017 Rosé (Rioja). A dull and oxidized 
nose smells like little more than chewing 

gum. And that’s really about as good as this gets. 
The rest of the package is stale, oxidized and going 
nowhere. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

SPAIN
RED WINES

RIBERA DEL DUERO

92 Valduero 2015 I Unacepa (Ribera del Duero). 
For full review see page 9. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Astrales 2015 Ribera del Duero. Roasted 
blackened aromas of berry fruits and black 

currant are a touch rough and could use more time 
to settle. A crisp snappy palate is intense, angular 
and showing grainy hard tannins. Spicy woody fla-
vors of clove and campfire are intermixed with plum 
and berry fruit, while this feels lively, acidic and a 
bit fiery on the finish. Drink through 2030. Grapes 
of Spain. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

91 Emilio Moro 2015 Malleolus (Ribera del Duero). 
Ripe smoky aromas are oaky and full, with 

rooty sweetness and some heat. High acidity creates 
core intensity, and overall this feels more punchy 
and acidic than in prior years. Woody spicy peppery 
flavors of plum and currant finish fresh and ripped, 
with residual oak, spice, herb and plum flavors. Drink 
through 2028. Skurnik Wines, Inc. Cellar Selection. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Atalayas de Golbán 2014 Torre d’Golbán 
Reserva (Ribera del Duero). Spicy berry 

aromas are ripe and exhibit integrated oak, earth 
and leather notes. A tight but bold palate with ten-
sion delivers bright berry and cherry flavors backed 
by a hint of chocolate on a balanced finish. Drink 
through 2022. Aviva Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $21 

89 Arrocal 2014 Selección (Ribera del Duero). 
Big aromas of coffee, spice cake and earthy 

black fruits slip towards raisin and murk. This sports 
a bulky palate with grating tannins. Stewy black-
fruit flavors are accented by oaky clove and nutmeg 
notes, while this stays woody and spicy on the finish. 
Drink through 2024. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Valduero 2015 Crianza (Ribera del Duero). 
Mild cherry and berry aromas include a 

dash of baking spices. A crisp racy palate is based on 
fresh acidity and tight tannins. Earthy plum, cherry 
and currant flavors are the slightest bit oxidized, 
while this is steady and sturdy on the finish. South 
River Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Pradorey 2014 Finca La Mina Reserva Single 
Vineyard (Ribera del Duero). Foresty berry 

aromas are oaky, earthy and not overly ripe, with 
barrel-driven notes of clove and chocolate. This has 
rough tannins and a scratchy mouthfeel. Herbal 
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plum flavors are woody and spicy, with a strong 
taste of clove on the finish. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

83 Trus 2014 Reserva (Ribera del Duero). Prune 
and raisin aromas and flavors are so domi-

nant that this is exposed as an overripe wine with 
cooked characteristics. While not awful, there’s 
no balance, acidity or life to this. Hildago Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

TORO

92 Elias Mora 2012 Reserva (Toro). A bold, 
smoky nose of black fruits and toasty oak is 

aggressive and unsettled. This is deep, chewy and 
severely tannic, with a sandpaper sensation to the 
mouthfeel. Spiced-up cassis and berry flavors come 
with earth and tobacco notes. On the finish, this is 
powerful and hard, with a note of fine cigar. Drink 
through 2028. Grapes of Spain. Cellar Selection. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $125 

92 Rejadorada 2012 Sango Reserva (Toro). A 
barnyard aroma is tempered by notes of cof-

fee and baked berries. This is a rugged, old-school 
Toro, with scraping tannins and lemony acidity. 
Flavors of plum, lemon peel, tobacco and vanilla 
are deep and thorough. A burly finish with live-wire 
tannins and acidity keep this jacked-up Tempranillo 
on edge. Drink through 2026. Regal Wine Imports 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Uro 2011 Toro. Stewy aromas take time to 
show their best, which includes a floral note of 

violet to go with earthy baked blackberry. An abrupt 
palate revolves around choppy tannins. Flavors of 
soy and hoison sauce accompany stewed berry notes 
prior to a drying finish. Drink through 2025. Saranty 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Uro 2011 Selección (Toro). Ripe toasty choc-
olaty aromas of prune and fig turn more 

volatile and jumpy with air. A tight perky palate 
with bold tartaric acidity is home to flavors of oak, 
vanilla, tobacco and spicy plum and berry fruits. 
Flavors of mocha and chocolate-chip cookie soften 
up an otherwise intense finish. Drink through 2021. 
Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

85 Bodegas Fariña 2012 Dama de Toro Crianza 
(Toro). Heavy oak results in aromas of 

maple, clove and wood resin. On the palate, this is 
sticky and chewy, with rough tannins. Much like this 
smells, it tastes of wood, clove and milk chocolate 
more than clean fruit. A spicy clove-driven finish is 
dense and cheesy. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

RIOJA

94 Bodegas Vínícola Real 2001 200 Monges 
Gran Reserva (Rioja). Deep in color and flo-

ral aromas as well as still-ripe blackberry and plum 
scents, this Gran Reserva from one of the best vin-
tages in modern Rioja history is chewy to its core, 
with a beam of bright acidity maintaining great 
shape. Bold berry and plum flavors are on display 
many years after harvest, while a ripe finish is spicy 
and confirms excellence; drink through 2028. Classic 
Wines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $88 

94 Montecillo 2001 Gran Reserva Selección 
 Especial (Rioja). The rusty color, the subtle 

scents of root beer, smoked meat and leafy berry 
fruits, and a general air of complexity all help this 
fine Gran Reserva make its mark early on. A cush-
ioned palate is both light yet deep. Ripe berry, 
mulled plum, fig and prune flavors finish with choc-
olaty notes of raspberry and plum. This is a clas-
sic Gran Reserva in peak form—the best Montecillo 
wine in decades. Drink through 2024. Evaton, Inc. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $53 

93 Benjamin de Rothschild & Vega Sicilia SA 2013 
Macán (Rioja). Charred smoky aromas mask 

robust berry scents. Deep plum and berry fruit cre-
ates a flush texture. Full oaky flavors of blackberry 
and black plum are spicy, dry and chocolaty on the 
finish. Given how hard it was to make good wine in 
Rioja in 2013, this is excellent. Drink through 2032. 
Europvin USA. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 2013% Price: $94 

93 Finca Allende 2009 Calvario (Rioja). From 
a ripe year, this dark, single-vineyard Rioja 

is big and saturated. Aromas of earthy blackberry 
and tomato are not shy or subtle. Spiced black plum 
and salty black-fruit flavors land on a full finish that 
slowly ends with dark and spicy afternotes. Drink 
through 2025. New Age Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $160 

93 Larchago 2000 Chavarri Gran Reserva (Rioja). 
Alluring aromas of olive, cola, spiced plum 

and ripe berry fruits are smooth and round, not 
pushy. A plush palate is layered and balanced. Plum, 
black currant and prune flavors are earthy, spicy 
and at peak maturity. On the finish, this aged Tem-
pranillo is like excavating new layers of the same 
wine. Drink through 2024. Assa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $140 

91 Benjamin de Rothschild & Vega Sicilia SA 2013 
Macán Clásico (Rioja). Rubbery blackberry 

and peppery spice aromas lead to a palate with pierc-
ing acidity that might be perceived as shrill. Tangy 
red-plum flavors are so intense and shear that there’s 
a citric element to this cool-vintage Rioja. On the 

finish, which is racy and choppy in feel, spice notes 
return. Drink through 2030. Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $59 

90 Bodegas Corral 2004 Don Jacobo Gran 
Reserva (Rioja). Saucy red-fruit aromas are 

aided by a subtle scent of old wood and barnyard, 
all of which are throwback characteristics. A full, 
grabby palate is rife with grape-skin tannins, while 
spicy plum and berry flavors are ripe enough to sug-
gest prune. A firm, peppery-tasting finish is right 
for this quality Gran Reserva; drink through 2026. 
Vintage Wines Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

90 Bodegas Franco-Españolas 1999 Excelso 
Gran Reserva (Rioja). Light aromas of cit-

rus and lemon peel suggest a lean aged wine. On the 
palate, this is linear, without a lot of body or layer-
ing. High-toned plum and citrus flavors are mostly 
monotone on the finish except for a light dusting of 
spice. W Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

90 Bodegas Landaluce 2015 Capricho de Landa-
luce (Rioja). Wiry aromas of blackberry and 

cherry are scratchy and reduced more than smooth 
and expansive. This Rioja is racy and fresh on the pal-
ate, with all sorts of verve. Flavors of plum and black 
currant are touched up by clove and pepper notes, 
while this shows dry oak and peppery spice on a firm 
finish. Drink through 2024. Palette of Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

89 Bodegas Riojanas 2015 Monte Real de 
Familia Crianza (Rioja). Ripe aromas border 

on raisin and hoison sauce, with savory, baked berry 
notes. This is decidedly plump and chunky on the 
palate, with a jammy mouthfeel. Blackberry, choco-
late and peppery spice flavors finish oaky in a tradi-
tional Rioja way. Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Bodegas Riojanas 2015 Viña Albina Crianza 
(Rioja). Ripe berry aromas are leathery and 

oaky, with a hint of prune. A chunky, plump palate 
is fairly resiny in feel. Flavors of vanilla along with 
old-style oak and tobacco interplay with berry-fruit 
notes that push up against overripe. On the finish, 
this holds onto its overt oak-influenced character. 
Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Gómez de Segura 2013 Finca Ratón Reserva 
(Rioja). Cottony plum and berry aromas are 

a touch soapy. This is plodding and on the heavy 
side. Saturated stewy berry and spice flavors are 
chocolaty and oaky on the finish, as well as herbal. 
This offers a lot, but it’s coarse, jumpy and suffers a 
bit under its own weight. W Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $46 

88 Marqués de la Concordia 2007 Federico 
Paternina Gran Reserva (Rioja). Plum and 

raspberry aromas are fresh and jammy, with a mush-
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room note. On the palate, this aged Rioja is wide but 
with raw tannins that hammer. Spicy but drawing 
red-fruit flavors are peppery and lean on a finish 
that turns tart as it winds down. The Haciendas-
Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Bodegas Lacort 2008 Gran Reserva (Rioja). 
A light red color and earthy aromas of dried 

cherry and cinnamon oversell a linear palate that’s 
acidic and pushes hard to the middle. Tomato, red-
plum and herbal flavors finish long and narrow on a 
wood spice note. Worldwide Libations. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Heras Cordon 2013 Hacienda José Luis Crianza 
(Rioja). Musky earthy berry aromas come 

with a note of graphite. In the mouth, this is raw and 
lacks totality. Flavors of plum skins and grape skins 
are slightly oxidized and finish with herbal raspberry 
and currant notes. Frontier Wine Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Marqués de la Concordia 2006 Santiago Gran 
Reserva (Rioja). Spicy dry aromas of plum 

and cherry are classy and traditional. A tight and 
crisp palate feels lemony due to high acidity, while 
this tastes of dry salty plum and currant. Oak spice, 
clove and cocoa flavors settle in on a woody finish. 
The Haciendas-Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Bodegas Riojanas 2015 Puerta Vieja Crianza 
(Rioja). Up-front creamy oak leads to aro-

mas of root beer along with dusty berry fruits. This 
Crianza has a heavy pounding palate with protrud-
ing tannins. Herbal blueberry and plum flavors are 
fully oaked and thus taste forced, pushy and can-
died through the finish. Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Rioja Vega 2013 9 Barricas (Rioja). Toast, 
chocolate, tobacco and rooty aromas pre-

cede a racy linear palate that’s so streamlined it’s 
sharp. Tart plum and raspberry flavors are soured 
by lemony acidity, while this is raw and nervy on an 
intense finish. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

85 Sierra Cantabria 2015 Selección (Rioja). 
Roasted berry, compost and earthy aromas 

are jumbled and not entirely fresh. This is narrow 
and resiny in feel, with oaky flavors of clove, milk 
chocolate and resiny berry fruits. Overall, there’s not 
a lot to this other than oaky makeup. Fine Estates 
From Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

85 Urbina 1999 Selección (Rioja). A roasted 
gritty nose suggests both age and underripe-

ness. A rubbery palate is more jagged than smooth, 
while this tastes of salty berry fruits and plum. A 
dry finish goes quickly, leaving an aftertaste of tart 

red fruits and tomato leaf. Vinamericas Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

84 Bodegas Faustino 2015 VII (Rioja). Earthy 
aromas of baked fruits and leather struggle 

to convey a sense of full ripeness. A tight acidic 
palate is hard and drawing, while this tastes of oxi-
dized plum in front of a snappy finish. Palm Bay 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

83 Viñestral 2015 Tinto Joven (Rioja). Earthy, 
underripe berry aromas are raw, stalky and 

roasted. This feels edgy, not smooth or elegant. 
Saucy flavors of red plum and currant are lean and 
snappy on the finish. Hand Picked Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

PRIORAT

93 Vall Llach 2014 Porrera vi de Vila (Priorat). 
Dark berry aromas include black cherry and 

cassis. From the village of Porrera, this is a rich and 
intense version of Priorat, one that’s 77% Carignan 
and 23% Garnacha. Medicinal black-fruit flavors 
feature elderberry and black currant, while this is 
toasty and peppery across a warm finish. It will be 
best from 2020–2026. Folio Fine Wine Partners. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $65 

91 Celler Pasanau 2014 Los Torrents (Priorat). 
Ripe, inviting aromas of black cherry and cas-

sis rank as precise. In the mouth, this is racy to the 
point of being wiry, with abundant intensity. Live-
wire plum and berry flavors are the definition of 
high energy, while spice and complexities are trying 
to settle on a still-young finish. Drink from 2020–
2030. Classical Wines. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $41 

91 Ferrer Bobet 2013 Selecció Especial Vinyes 
Villes Carignan (Priorat). Bright plum and 

berry aromas are topped with a spicy sauvage note. 
A tightly wound palate is blaring with acidity, mak-
ing for an austere mouthfeel. Acid-driven flavors 
of tomato, red plum, currant and dry herbs finish 
sharp, with salty notes and acidic boost. Drink 
through 2030. Vintus LLC. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $112 

91 Scala Dei 2014 Cartoixa (Priorat). Powdery 
blackberry aromas are floral and friendly. A 

solid and balanced palate is fairly dense and full. 
Blackberry and peppery spice flavors feed a nice fin-
ish with lemony oak and toasty accents. Drink this 
textbook Priorat red through 2025. Aveniù Brands, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

90 Cellers Unió 2014 Roureda Llicorella Gran 
Selecció Vitis 60 (Priorat). Earthy berry 

aromas are dense and hint at prune, with a short-

ness of freshness. This is 78% Carignan and 22% 
Garnacha; it’s strong boned, while flavors of plum 
and berry fruits are lightly salty. Similarly, the fin-
ish is salty, with lasting herbal plum and berry fla-
vors. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

JUMILLA

84 Bodegas San Isidro 2015 Gémina Monastrell 
(Jumilla). Aromas of Band-Aid, oak spice 

and clove smother basic berry scents. A rough, hard 
and pulling palate shows rubbery flavors of plum 
and oaky clove. Heavy oak, high acidity and a sense 
of rawness define the finish on this Monastrell. 
Vinamericas Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

84 Casa de la Ermita 2015 Joven Organic Monas-
trell (Jumilla). Earthy leathery berry aromas 

come with notes of burnt rubber and plastic. This 
straightforward Monastrell feels lean and raw, but 
fresh. Flavors of red plum, currant and grape skins 
finish peppery and lean, with pointy acidity. Arctic 
Beverage, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

84 Finca el Lince 2015 Monastrell (Jumilla). 
Blackberry and prune aromas come with a 

heavy blanket of oaky clove and earth notes. In the 
mouth, this Monastrell has a tartaric edge to it, and 
overall it feels saucy. Savory, saucy plum and berry 
flavors are roasted and salty, while this is short on 
fruit and heavy on residual oak across the finish. 
Votto Vines Importing. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

83 Nacido del Quórum 2015 NDQ 3 Mesas en 
Barrica Monastrell (Jumilla). This patchy 

Monastrell deals grassy aromas mixed with vinegar 
and wild-berry notes. The palate, much like the 
nose, is jumpy and hard to get into. Savory plum fla-
vors are green and raw, while this is untamed on a 
finish with heat. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

82 Torre Castillo 2015 Alegre Monastrell 
( Jumilla). Jumpy aromas suggest wet ani-

mal, with milk chocolate in the background. This 
feels plump but also choppy, rough and grating. 
Green notes infiltrate jammy berry and milk choco-
late flavors, while this is bitter, weedy tasting and 
disjointed on the finish. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

SOUTH AFRICA
SAUVIGNON BLANC

93 Keermont 2015 Fleurfontein Sauvignon 
Blanc (Stellenbosch). This sweet wine, 

whose name means flower fountain, is decadent 
and rich yet wonderfully balanced and harmoni-
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ous. Lush aromas of sweet grass, juicy peach, apri-
cot, candied orange peel and orange blossom carry 
through to the full, slightly sticky palate, which is 
countered by vibrant acidity that lends nerve to the 
texture and a bright flourish to the enduring fin-
ish. Notes of honey-roasted almond, orange oil and 
dried peach linger long on the close. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —L.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $33/500 ml 

92 Reyneke 2015 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 
(Stellenbosch). This is a stunning wine, 

showing an abundance of character yet still with 
potential to evolve. It opens with notes of crisp 
apple flesh, white peach and lime that are hit by 
herbal accents of fresh fynbos, thyme and just-
dried grass. The medium-weight palate is bright, 
yet amply concentrated and satisfying, as subtle hay 
and honeydew accents are kept in balance by bright, 
mouthwatering acidity and are followed by a pithy, 
textured, citrusy close. Drink now–2020. Vineyard 
Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

91 Tokara 2017 Reserve Collection Sauvignon 
Blanc (Elgin). For full review see page 11. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Buitenverwachting 2017 Bayten Sauvignon 
Blanc (Constantia). Clean and lively, this 

dazzles with fresh aromas of green melon, plum 
and lemon curd that are accented by herbal notes of 
fresh-cut grass and sweet pea. The palate is prickly 
and nervy, with oodles of bright, mouthwatering 
citrus flavors and a touch of underripe peach. Drink 
now through 2019 to best enjoy its vibrancy. Cape 
Classics. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Hartenberg 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Stel-
lenbosch). Stone fruit characteristics of 

white peach and underripe apricot lead the nose of 
this attractive Sauvy. They’re complemented and 
balanced by bright citrus tones on the nose and 
mouth, as well as a tart gooseberry flavor that car-
ries through to the mouthwatering finish. Lively, 
bright and well-balanced, enjoy now–2019. Freder-
ick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —L.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

90 Southern Right 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Walker Bay). This attractive and well-

balanced white leads with enticing notes of pressed 
lemon verbena, just-dried grass and fynbos that 
are framed by a fruity spine of Meyer lemon, melon 
rind and white nectarine. Orange-like, citrusy acid-
ity weaves throughout the medium-weight palate, 
ending with verve and vibrancy. Drink now–2020. 
Vineyard Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Tokara 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Indaba 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). For full review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Merwida 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). This Sauvy offers a nicely balanced 

experience, starting with fresh scents of lime leaf, 
thyme, citrus peel and pineapple core. The citrusy 
tones carry through to the refreshing palate along-
side medium acidity. The lime-pith-flavored finish 
boasts a subtle astringent texture that lends some 
length to the close. Meridian Prime Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Simonsig 2017 Sunbird Sauvignon Blanc 
(Western Cape). Notes of freshly dried 

grass, thyme, orange peel, green plum and melon 
rind unfold on the nose and mouth of this clean, 
attractive wine. It’s medium in weight, though cut 
by ample acidity that rides through to the mouth-
watering close. Drink now. Quintessential Wines. 
—L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Spier 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Stellenbosch). 
Medium-intense notes of fresh orange, firm 

mango, green melon and ripe gooseberry form the 
bouquet of this easy-to-like wine. The palate is well 
balanced, with ample acidity that highlights the 
crisp tropical and citrus fruits. Hints of lemon and 
lime peel lend a pithy accent to the finish. Enjoy it 
for its freshness now. Saranty Imports. Best Buy. 
—L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

88 Black Elephant 2017 Two Dogs, A Peacock 
& A Horse Sauvignon Blanc (Franschhoek). 

This fresh and well-balanced white opens with 
notes of sweet pea, fresh grass, orange blossom and 
lemon leaf. It’s a refined and delicate pour, with 
refreshing acidity and clean flavors of white melon 
rind and citrus rind that lend a pleasant pithiness 
to the fresh finish. Drink now–2019. Meridian 
Prime Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Le Bonheur 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Stellen-
bosch). Sweet grass, peony, sweet pea and 

fynbos aromas lead the nose of this floral white. 
They’re grounded by tones of white peach, Meyer 
lemon and white melon rind, though the fruity core 
seems secondary to the abundant herbal tones. 
Medium acidity lends enough cut to keep the 
mouthfeel vibrant and the finish fresh. Drink now. 
Cannon Wines Limited. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Buitenverwachting 2017 Beyond Sauvignon 
Blanc (Western Cape). A floral character 

that leads the way on the nose of this lively wine, 
expressed in notes of lemon verbena, clover and 
baby’s breath. Behind are fruity tones of white 
melon, peach and lime that provide a solid core to 
the lightweight mouthfeel. The lime pith-flavored 

finish is tart and refreshing. Drink now. Cape Clas-
sics. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 De Grendel 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Durban-
ville). Light aromas of dried grass, savory 

herbs and lime leaf mingle with fruity notes of green 
melon and white peach on the nose of this wine. The 
palate follows suit with more lime and tart melon 
tones, lifted by ample acidity and finishing slightly 
bitter and tangy. Drink now–2019. Invoer. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Fairvalley 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). There’s an attractive floral element 

upfront on the nose of this wine, supported by ripe 
notes of guava, pineapple and mango. The medium-
weight palate offers enough cut to counter the fruity 
richness, while brisk, refreshing citrus flavors carry 
the close. Drink now. Banks Channel. Best Buy. 
—L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Neethlingshof 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Stel-
lenbosch). Dried grass, lemon peel and tart 

gooseberry set the stage on the nose of this bright 
wine and carry through to the tart-flavored pal-
ate. The mouthfeel is surprisingly rounded in tex-
ture, though it’s lifted by ample acidity that helps 
to enliven the finish. Drink now. Saranty Imports. 
Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

87 Riebeek Cellars 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Swartland). Soft scents of baby’s breath, 

lemongrass and minty herbs dance on the nose of 
this delicate white, with hints of lemon-lime citrus 
at the core. It’s lightweight and direct in feel, with 
clean acidity and a slightly pithy citrus character on 
the close. Enjoy this dainty gem now. Kysela Père et 
Fils. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 Spier 2017 Vintage Selection Sauvignon 
Blanc (Stellenbosch). There’s a chalky, 

carnation-like character upfront on the bouquet 
of this wine, countered by ripe yellow melon and 
peach tones that lend an interesting juxtaposition. 
The palate boasts a slightly rounded feel, with a soft 
creaminess thanks to the ripe melon and stone-fruit 
flavors. Just enough acidity manages to lend balance 
to the fruity weight and keeps the finish in check. 
Saranty Imports. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Steenberg 2017 Klein Steenberg Sauvignon 
Blanc (Western Cape). There’s a clean, 

refreshing tropical-fruit character to this zippy 
wine, showcased in waves of pineapple, peach and 
underripe mango that combine with notes of sweet 
grass, lime peel and green plum. Ample acidity 
keeps the palate fresh and zippy, while a pithy char-
acter lends astringent grip to the close. Drink now. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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86 KWV 2017 Classic Collection Sauvignon 
Blanc (Western Cape). This is light and easy 

to like, with soft notes of sweet grass, lemon peel 
and white melon rind on the nose and mouth. It 
shows light acidity on the palate, though the pithy 
finish is clean and bright. Drink now. Classic Wines, 
Inc. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Warwick 2017 The First Lady Sauvignon 
Blanc (Western Cape). Medium-intense 

aromas of freshly dried grass, orange peel and tart 
melon rind dance on the nose of this attractive 
white. The palate shows a bit of roundness that’s 
kept in check by ample acidity and a slightly astrin-
gent citrus-pith character. Drink now. Broadbent 
Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Excelsior 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Robertson). 
There’s a strong green, herbal edge to the 

nose of this refreshing white, expressed in waves of 
lime peel, peppery herbs and green bean. The light-
weight and direct palate offers pithy citrus tones 
that lend a pleasant astringency to the tart finish. 
Enjoy now. Cape Classics. Best Buy. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

84 Two Oceans 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (West-
ern Cape). Direct and straightforward, 

this offers faint notes of citrus, white apple flesh 
and melon rind on the nose and mouth, with just-
enough acidity and a short but clean finish. Drink 
now. Terlato Wines International. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

NEW ZEALAND
SAUVIGNON BLANC

93 Ata Rangi 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Martin-
borough). Chief winemaker Helen Masters 

has produced a Sauvignon Blanc full of delicacy 
and restraint. Enchanting aromas of apple peel, 
lime blossom, wild mint and ginger glide seamlessly 
into a bright, shimmery palate that prickles with a 
juicy, copper-penny tang and just a touch of textural 
weight, all ensconced in a long, salty, pithy finish. 
Delicious on its own, this would be glorious with 
a wide range of east and southeast Asian dishes. 
Pacific Rim Wine Logistics. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

93 Clos Henri 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This is an opulent style, sourced 

 entirely from the estate’s Greywacke river stone 
soil. It conjures images of  sun-ripened apples, just 
fallen from trees, resting in the green grass, and 
a nearby stream weaving its way over rocks and 
stones. A kinetic line of acidity cuts through all the 
richness, leading into an endlessly long apple and 
stone finish. Savor this beauty now or cellar it till 

2026, if you can bear the wait. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. Cellar Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

93 Clos Henri 2016 Bel Echo Terroir Broadbridge 
Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). Bel Echo 

is the most fruit-forward of the three Sauvignon 
Blanc offerings from this top-notch organic pro-
ducer. Limpid notes of waxy lemons and limes, 
bruised apples, passionfruit, and honeyed nuts flow 
into a medium-bodied palate that’s taut, focused 
and chalky in texture. Flavors of citrus, ginger and 
apple skins lead into a satisfying salty, nutty finish. 
Drink now–2024. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
 Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Clos Henri 2017 Petit Clos Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). The latest Petit Clos release 

from this French-owned and operated organic 
 winery is bursting with tropical and citrus fruits 
enveloped in a wreath of flint, salt and nuts.  Solidly 
medium in body, the Clos Henri stamp of taut 
 acidity, textural weight and stoney minerality are 
all there, concluding with a long, salty finish. Drink 
now–2023. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Clos Henri 2016 Petit Clos Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Aromas of delicate citrus, 

wet stone, honey and flint can be coaxed from the 
glass of this entry-level bottling, sourced from all 
three of Clos Henri’s estate soil types. This wine is 
all about mouthfeel, richness and roundness, along 
with a spicy and buttery character from several 
months of lees stirring. It finishes on a strong min-
eral note of wet river stone. Monsieur Touton Selec-
tion Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

91 Giesen 2016 The Brothers Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). From the slightly cooler 

climes of the Awatere Valley, this wine is a lovely 
example of both regionality and an increasing pen-
chant for Sauvignon Blancs with added texture 
and complexity. Aromas of grapefruit, herbal spice 
and roasted green peppers are framed by a distinct 
smoky, flinty quality which continues through to 
the palate. Medium-bodied, this may be slippery in 
texture but it’s also taut and focused in a grapefruit 
tang and a salty, if slightly oaky finish. Pacific High-
way Wines & Spirits. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Greywacke 2015 Wild Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Wild yeast, lees stirring 

and oak aging come together in this rich, full-bod-
ied Sauvignon Blanc, with heady notes of brioche, 
coconut, salted cashews, lime, pineapple and baked 
apples. The acidity is bright and bouncy enough to 
keep things balanced, while oak flavors build on the 
finish. Old Bridge Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

90 Jules Taylor 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This is a fruity, opulent Sauvignon 

Blanc, bursting with peaches, pineapples, lychees, 
apple blossoms and just a hint of green leafiness. 
Oily-textured, with mouthwatering acidity and 
a long tomato leaf spice on the finish, this is one 
to satisfy both crisp, fruity white wine lovers and 
those who crave more body in their whites. Mari-
time Wine Trading Collective. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Konrad 2015 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This wine, sourced from organi-

cally grown grapes and made by German ex-pats, 
shows plenty of waxy lemon, pineapple rind and 
green bean characters, with white pepper and mint 
aromas adding complexity. The palate is downright 
opulent—textural weight is balanced by tingly acid-
ity with a salty finish. Southern Starz, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Mt. Beautiful 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
 (Canterbury). Light gold in color, this 

is a  luscious wine for those who like their Sau-
vignon Blanc with body and texture. Aromas of 
lemon rind and green apple skins mingle with 
 tomato leaf, wet stone and a matchstick flintiness. 
The palate is  incredibly mouthfilling and plump, 
but there is just enough acidity to keep it afloat.  
Mt. Beautiful USA. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

90 Nautilus 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). The relatively cooler temps of the 

2017 vintage are obvious on this Sauvignon Blanc, 
where aromas of green beans and jalapeño peppers 
mix with guava and grapefruit rind, followed closely 
by a solid whiff of salty sea air. The palate is equally 
saline, with a lovely satiny texture and lemony acidity. 
A wine for oysters if there ever was one. Negociants  
USA, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Saint Clair 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Sherwood Estate 2016 Sherwood Sauvignon 
Blanc (Waipara Valley). From the east coast 

of the south island, this is a tangy,  medium- to full-
bodied wine with lots to offer outside the more pre-
dictable characters. The nose is an  intriguing combo 
of stone fruit, citrus and lime with buttered green 
beans, wet wool, hay and a copper penny tang. A lit-
tle oily in texture, there’s a salty, wet-stone flecked 
acidity to brighten things up. Southern Starz, Inc. 
—C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Waipara Springs 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Waipara Valley). From one of the  founding 

wineries in the Waipara region on the east coast 
of the south island, this is an enticing wine that’s 
as focused on herbs and minerals as it is on fruit. 
Aromas of stalks, nettles, stones and wet hay 
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mingle with ripe tropical fruit and apples. The 
medium-bodied palate is tightly wound, with 
focused acidity and a slightly chalky texture flow-
ing into a long, salty citrus tang. American Estates  
Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

89 Allan Scott 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). From one of New Zealand’s pioneer 

winemakers, Allan Scott, who planted Marlbor-
ough’s first vineyards, this is a crowd-pleasing, 
affordable sipper full of passionfruit, grapefruit 
and herbs, with a vegetal tinge and a salty edge. 
Slightly slippery in texture with zippy acidity and a 
long, salty citrus finish, this wine will hold its own 
against a wide array of summery seaside cuisine. 
Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Barker’s Marque 2017 Three Brooms Sau-
vignon Blanc (Marlborough). There is a 

good dose of both vegetal and mineral tones in this 
single- vineyard wine. Expressing the typical char-
acters of Marlborough’s Awatere Valley, with green 
beans, asparagus, grass and a lemon-lime zing, 
there’s another layer of complexity on the palate, 
where flint and wet-stone characters mingle with 
citrus and vegetal notes. International Vines, Inc. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Brancott 2016 Letter Series B Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Marlborough). There’s a 

spicy, toasty quality to this wine, amidst waxy 
lemon, apple blossoms and the classic tomato 
leaf and grass characters. There’s nice tex-
tural weight on the palate, with balanced acid-
ity, shy fruit tones and a grassy finish. Pernod  
Ricard. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Cardigan Bay 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Dashwood 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Grapefruit, guava, lemon, green bell 

pepper and pea shoot aromas emerge with time in 
the glass. The chalky textured palate is what brings 
things up a notch—it’s tightly wound and focused, 
with mouthwatering acidity. This is a tidy wine that 
manages a great balance of fruit and herbal tones. 
Esprit du Vin. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Eradus 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Awatere 
Valley). The salty, herbal qualities of the 

Awatere Valley shine here, where sea shells and 
seaweed both come into play, dancing with delicate 
lime and snow pea aromas. The palate shows taut, 
zippy acidity and a slightly slippery texture, mak-
ing for a Sauvignon Blanc that walks on the serious 
side and could be enjoyed with seafood. Wine Dogs  
Imports LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Forefathers 2017 Wax Eye Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This is a ripe, fragrant style 

of Sauvignon Blanc, with a pretty nose of peach, 
pineapple, apple skins and a hint of grass. Full-bod-
ied and lush in texture—but with balanced acidity—
tropical and citrus fruits shine on the palate which, 
wraps up with a long, pineapple finish. Goldschmidt 
Vineyards. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Lawson’s Dry Hills 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Subtle lemon, pineapple 

and tomato leaf notes can be detected under an 
oniony aroma. The palate is medium in weight, with 
a slightly oily texture, mouthwatering acidity and 
highlights of lemon and green leaf. A small portion 
of this wine was fermented with native yeast in old 
barrels. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Neudorf 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Nelson). 
Relatively quiet yet persistent aromas of 

tropical and stone fruit, banana, a speck of honey 
and just a touch of green bean introduce a slippery-
textured palate of waxy lemon and grapefruit. The 
acidity is there, but unlike other examples of New 
Zealand Sauvignon Blanc, it’s not searing or green. 
Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Peregrine 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Otago). While Central Otago is far better 

known for its Pinot Noir than its Sauvignon Blanc, 
this is a satisfying expression, showing notes of 
snow pea,  tomato leaf, guava and grapefruit, with 
intriguing dried green herbal notes of oregano and 
thyme. The acidity is crispy and crunchy, balanced 
by just a bit of textural weight and a herbal finish. 
Vineyard Brands. —C.P. 
abv: 25% Price: $29 

88 Fern Ridge 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Bright, light and easygoing, with 

 aromas of lemon, pear juice, melon, peach and a 
touch of green beans. The texture is slippery but 
nicely  balanced by refreshing acidity, finishing on 
a herbal note. Drink now. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Grey’s Peak 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Waipara 
Valley). Ripe tropical and passion fruit 

along with wild mint, butter and a flinty minerality 
are slightly hidden in this gold-hued wine. The full- 
bodied palate is round and rich, with just enough 
acidity to keep things refreshing. A salty herba-
ceousness is present right through to the finish. 
American Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

88 Innocent Bystander 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This Yarra Valley based 

Australian brand delivers a solid and unmistakably 
Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. It’s a heady blend of 
stone and tropical fruits, blossoms, snow peas and 
jalapeño pepper. There’s some fruit weight on the 

palate and a touch of oiliness, but the sunny acid-
ity keeps everything bright and bouncy. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Marisco Vineyards 2017 The Ned Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). A pretty Sauvignon 

Blanc that’s easy to like, this shows a bright nose 
of limes, blossoms, stone fruit and a hint of jala-
peño pepper. Drink this crisp, zippy sipper on a hot 
 summer’s day. Vinovia Wine Group/Marisco Vine-
yards USA. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Mount Fishtail 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). A heady mélange of peach, melon, 

citrus, apple blossoms and snow pea lead into a 
sea-salt palate with more stone and citrus fruit fla-
vors, focused acidity and just the slightest textural 
weight. Southern Starz, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Mud House 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This Sauvignon Blanc offers up 

peach and pear juice, tropical fruit, tomato leaf and 
green bell pepper on the nose. It’s silky and slip-
pery, with an approachable, easygoing vibe about it. 
Accolade Wines NA. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Rubus 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Waipara Val-
ley). Pale gold in color, ripe tropical and 

stone fruits, along with bruised apple and guava, 
white pepper and a smattering of snow peas can 
be coaxed from the glass after some swirling. The 
palate is medium bodied and oily in texture, but 
there is enough acid—along with lemon and herbal 
flavors—to keep things bright. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

88 Ten Sisters 2017 Single Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). Slender and taut, the 

nose is pretty and perfumed with bright passion-
fruit, pineapple, nettles, grass and tomato leaf, with 
a touch of honey. There’s tongue-tingling acidity 
on the palate to go with a slippery smooth texture 
and a good lick of citrus and tropical fruit. Bartow 
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Tiki Sound 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This is a pretty, delicate wine with 

notes of honey, blossoms, peaches and lychees and 
tomato leaf. There’s a lovely chalky texture, with 
mouthwatering acidity and a ripe fruit character 
adding to the wine’s charm. Wine Trees. —C.P. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $16 

88 Toi Toi 2017 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This offers classic, intense aro-

mas of guava, fig, lychee, grass and jalapeño, plus 
a hint of white pepper. There’s a welcome textural 
weight on the palate, balancing crisp acidity and 
more green vegetal and grass flavors, wrapping up 
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with a long, melon rind finish. USA Wine West. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Barker’s Marque 2017 Arona Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). A yeasty aroma is at the 

forefront on this wine, although there’s also plenty 
of this style’s characteristic citrus, pineapple, snow 
pea and green bell pepper as well. The palate is extra 
fruity, bright, zippy and crisp, making for an easygo-
ing porch pounder. International Vines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Black Cottage 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Aromas of ripe stone fruit, lemon 

curd and green beans are backed by appealing sec-
ondary characters of melon rind and dried herbs. 
The palate feels a little more forced and lacks the 
pretty fruit found on the nose, but there’s pleas-
ing textural weight, crisp acidity, and an interest-
ing salty, melon rind finish. Domaine Select Wine 
& Spirits. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Chasing Venus 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). A veritable tropical fruit bowl of 

aromas—with just the slightest whisper of grass—
slides smoothly into a light- to medium-bodied 
palate of zingy acidity, slippery texture and plenty 
more ripe pineapple and guava fruit. Matchbook 
Wine Company. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Governor’s Bay 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This wine has all the extroverted 

qualities of New Zealand’s most famous wine 
style—brash aromas of guava, grapefruit, passion-
fruit, grass, tomato leaf and fresh green beans. It has 
zippy acidity and just a hint of creamy texture, with 
tons of citrusy zing. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Jade Cove 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). While this wine starts with an  oniony 

aroma, it blows off fairly quickly, displaying aromas 
of honey, peach, guava, lemon and dried herbs tak-
ing its place. The palate shows a whisper of sweet-
ness, balanced by tropical fruit flavors and a herbal 
finish. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Marlborough Estate Reserve 2017 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). Notes of stone fruit, 

watermelon and passionfruit carry a slightly green 
tinge. There’s a ripeness to the feel, but a nice line of 
acidity helps maintain balance. Overall, a solid and 
straightforward buy. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Opawa 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
This could be a poster child for Marlborough 

Sauvignon Blanc, offering all the hallmarks of the 
style: white grapefruit, pineapple, passionfruit and 
peach skins with, of course, a lick of  grassiness. 
Its racy acidity and slightly chalky texture make 

for an easygoing summer sipper. Negociants  
USA, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Spy Valley 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Typical aromas of grapefruit, pas-

sionfruit, lemon and snow peas are layered with 
some salty and herbal notes. There’s a touch of 
residual sugar on the palate balancing a lot of crisp 
acidity in this clean example of a classic style. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

87 Staete Landt 2017 Map Maker Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). This is a solidly made, 

wallet-friendly Sauvignon Blanc that offers heady, 
fresh aromas and flavors of lemon zest, oregano and 
snow pea, with a slightly creamy texture to balance 
all that zingy acidity. Drink now.  Saranty Imports. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Sunday Mountain 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This starts shy, but after a 

good amount of swirling in glass it reveals a medley 
of ripe tropical and citrus fruits with white pepper 
and a green herbal tinge. There’s a flintiness on the 
palate, wrapped in a smooth, chalky mouthfeel and 
a long, tangy finish. HB Wine Merchants. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 The Infamous Goose 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This ticks all the Kiwi Sauvi-

gnon Blanc boxes with bold aromas of lemon, grape-
fruit, snow peas and grass on the nose. The zingy, 
citrusy palate is complete, with a long, lemony fin-
ish. Kobrand. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Tora Bay 2017 Single Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Martinborough). This is fairly typi-

cal in style, focused more on passionfruit and cit-
rus flavors than on the herbal and grassy flavors. 
Along with all the lemon, passionfruit and stone 
fruit characters, there’s a lick of zingy acidity and a 
slightly creamy texture, making for an easy-drinking 
summer sipper. American Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Barker’s Marque 2017 The Loop Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). Thanks perhaps to a 

wetter, cooler vintage, this is tightly wound, show-
ing vegetal aromas of canned beans and white pep-
per, along with zesty lemon, grapefruit and canned 
pineapples. The acidity on the palate is piercing and 
shrill, overpowering the tropical and citric fruit fla-
vors. International Vines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Fire Road 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Although it has little of the grassy 

and green vegetal characters of many Marlborough 
Sauvignon Blancs, this wine still ticks many sty-
listic boxes. It’s aromatic and outgoing—a heaping 
fruit bowl of pineapple, passionfruit, guava and 

grapefruit. There’s a slight oiliness to the palate, 
which makes for some welcome texture amidst 
prickly acidity and plenty more exotic fruit flavors. 
Winesellers, Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Glazebrook 2017 041°S-174°E Regional 
Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 

This wine starts off a little shy and rubbery, but it 
blows off some with time in glass, revealing guava, 
passionfruit and grass. There’s a good lick of acidity 
on the palate, that’s kept relatively in check by the 
ripe fruit flavors. While its sharp edges lack some 
finesse, the citrus and guava element is enough to 
please many a Sauvignon Blanc lover. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Goldwater 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). There is a strong onion aroma here 

that blows off, allowing aromas of grapefruit, guava, 
snow pea and tomato leaf come to the fore. Textur-
ally, it’s a little lean and mean with mouthpuckering 
acidity. There’s a nice herbal edge on the palate but 
its lacking in fruit. Pasternak Wine Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Kim Crawford 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). While this delivers in many 

regards, the style seems more muted and angular 
than in vintages past. After vigorous swirling in 
glass it finally displays guava, grapefruit, lime and 
snow pea characters. It’s a crisp style with mouth-
puckering acidity and a no-frills disposition. Con-
stellation Brands, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Komaru 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Ripe citrus and melon along with 

a touch of lychee and tomato leaf aromas are a bit 
dull but can be coaxed from the glass. The palate 
offers a grapefruit and citrus tang with balanced 
acidity. Simple yet enjoyable. Drink now. Bartow  
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Pounamu 2016 Special Selection Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Marlborough). Ripe tropical 

fruits, bruised apples and blossoms are encased in 
a distinctive canned green-bean aroma. The apple-
tinged palate shows some textural weight, but it’s 
not quite enough to balance the acidity which feels 
a tad lean and forced. USA Wine West. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Staete Landt 2017 Annabel Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). Aromas of passion-

fruit, lime, grapefruit and peach notes are backed 
by tomato leaves and stones. The palate is taut and 
focused, with zingy, lime acidity and a green leafy 
finish. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 The Crossings 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Awa-
tere Valley). This is a simple expression, 
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showing some of the typicity of the cooler Awatere 
Valley as well as the cooler, wetter vintage. Citrus, 
tomato leaf and jalapeño pepper tones shine on a 
palate full of zesty but in-check acidity. There is a 
slightly slippery texture with a leafy, grassy finish. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Toi Toi 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
Ripe, almost confected, peach and tropical 

fruit notes lead the way in this wine, where grassy 
green characters take a big back seat. Nevertheless, 
it’s bright and cheerful, with zippy acidity and an 
easygoing nature. USA Wine West. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Winc 2017 Outer Sounds Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Lemon, grapefruit, peach 

and pear aromas dominate on the nose, which 
comes with faint green notes and the expected zing 
of acidity on the palate. A tart, taut style that is very 
nearly lean and mean but is held togther by just a 
touch of textural weight. Winc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $17 

86 Yealands 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This wine shows grass, melon 

rind, citrus, guava, and green bell pepper. The pal-
ate puts forth just a smidgeon of citrus fruit, but 
mostly it’s green and lean, with a whisper of textural 
weight that increase its interest slightly. Palm Bay  
International. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Barker’s Marque 2017 Ranga Ranga Estate 
Grown Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 

Shy at first, emitting quiet notes of lemon and 
stone fruit, this wine opens with some swirling in 
glass reavelaing more confected aromas of candied 
pineapples and other tropical fruits. The palate is 
more demur with the acidity on the lean and mean 
side, emphasizing tart lemon flavors. International 
Vines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Kennedy Point 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Vegetal aromas like canned beans 

and grass come to the fore with time to air. There’s 
a little citrus and guava fruit at the back but it’s 
subtle. The palate comes with a touch of residual 
sugar that’s not as balanced as it could be. There’s 
an appealing chalky texture amidst prominent acid-
ity, and plenty more herbal characters. Kysela Père 
et Fils. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

85 Kirkland Signature 2017 Ti Point Sauvignon 
Blanc (Marlborough). For full review see 

page 18. Best Buy. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $7 

85 The Seeker 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). A ripe, semiconfected nose of pineap-

ple, peach and lemon drop candy is made a bit more 
interesting by mint and stalky notes on the back pal-

ate. There’s noticeable residual sugar on the palate 
and the acidity surrounding it feels forced, but the 
leafy, citrusy flavors are tasty, as is the pineapple  
finish. Kobrand. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Twin Islands 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Grapefruit, grass, jalapeño pep-

per and some sea salt aromas are a bit muted but 
poke their heads out. The acidity is searing but 
there’s just enough of an oily texture to keep things 
in check. Negociants USA, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

84 Invivo 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
In what was generally a wetter, cooler vin-

tage, the 2017 of this wine doesn’t quite succeed. 
The aromas are quite muted, although guava, peach 
and bell pepper do eventually squeeze their way 
out. Residual sugar on the palate is unbalanced, 
overpowering the citrus and tropical fruit flavors. 
Seaview Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

84 Rata 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). 
A simple Sauvignon Blanc, the nose is very 

closed, but with plenty of time to air citrusy, grape-
fruit aromas emerge with a touch of grassiness. 
Cheek-biting acidity and a lemony tang follow on 
the palate. USA Wine West. —C.P. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $15 

84 Spy Valley 2016 Easy Tiger Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This Sauvignon Blanc sees 

time in barrel, giving it rather simple oaky aromas 
like vanilla, brioche and honey. There’s a smidgeon 
of pineapple and citrus but otherwise the fruit 
characters are masked by the oak influence. The pal-
ate offers the style’s characteristic tongue-tingling 
acidity, but unfortunately it’s not integrated with 
the creamy, vanillin woodiness. Broadbent Selec-
tions, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $20 

83 Coastal Cove 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Citrus fruits on the nose are are 

masked by a slightly eggy aroma, along with onions 
on this wine. There’s not much fruit weight to bal-
ance the searing acidity on the palate. Nevertheless, 
those after a simple, crisp wine the price is right. 
Prestige Beverage Group. —C.P. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $7 

82 Brancott 2017 Flight Song Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Part of a new brigade of 

lighter calorie wines, this offers pungent aromas 
of buttered beans, wet grass alongside underripe 
guava and melons. The palate underwhelms, show-
ing an off-kilter spritz amidst searing acidity. Per-
nod Ricard. —C.P. 
abv: 9% Price: $16 

PINOT NOIR

92 Nautilus 2016 Southern Valleys Pinot Noir 
(Marlborough). This is an attractive, multi-

faceted Pinot Noir that beautifully balances fruit 
and funk. Aromas of wet earth and barnyard are 
quickly  followed by bright cherries, raspberries, 
flowers and herbs. These characters follow through 
on the palate, wrapped in tight-grained, sandy tan-
nins and a sappy woodiness. Still youthful, you 
could drink this now with food but it should really 
blossom over the next eight years. Drink through 
2026. Negociants USA, Inc. Cellar Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

92 Two Paddocks 2016 The Last Chance Pinot 
Noir (Central Otago). Actor Sam Neill is 

behind this highly regarded Otago label. While it 
sits firmly in premium territory—and could easily 
age for the next 10 years—this Pinot is undeniably 
approachable now. The nose offers heady aromas of 
red and black berries, beets, vanilla, hot chocolate, 
Middle Eastern spices and stalky cinnamon. The 
palate is elegant and tightly wound, with an earthy 
core and a savory finish. Negociants USA, Inc. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 

92 Urlar 2015 Pinot Noir (Wairarapa). For full 
review see page 9. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Clos Henri 2016 Bel Echo Terroir River Stones 
Pinot Noir (Marlborough). From one of Marl-

borough’s leading biodynamic producers, Clos 
Henri’s style is unsurprisingly European. This Pinot 
Noir focuses on restraint and elegance. The nose 
shows attractive red currant and floral notes along 
with tree bark and cocktail bitters. Oak influences 
are apparent on the palate but it’s tight-grained and 
savory, balancing a strong line of acidity and more 
herbal, floral and red fruit flavors. Drink now–2026. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Clos Henri 2015 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
From the Loire-based Bourgeois family, this 

is a dense, brooding Pinot Noir sourced from clay 
soils. After some swirling in glass it begins to chime 
in notes of blueberries, red currents, violets and 
cinnamon bark, with whispers of undergrowth and 
wood spice. Energetic acidity is in sync with savory, 
smudgy tannins which provides tension and bal-
ance, while brambly, forest-floor flavors continue 
long into the finish. Drink now–2025. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. Cellar Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

91 Lagoon Hill 2015 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
This is a light and elegant wine with a lot 

intrigue. On the nose there’s everything from 
cranberry, raspberry, bay leaf, tree bark and warm 
stones to cola, orange rind and tree bark. The palate 
is wrapped in silky, savory tannins, with a charred, 
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tangy finish. Drink now–2020. Wine Dogs Imports 
LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Quartz Reef 2016 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). From the warmer subre-

gion of Bendigo, this wine has an approachable and 
rather pretty nose of potpourri, plush strawberries, 
cherries, tomato leaf, vanilla and baking spice, with 
Quartz Reef’s signature hot stones earthiness. The 
palate is taut and structured with a spine of fine-
grained tannins, focused acidity and warm oak 
notes. This is made to age and barrel influences 
should settle with time. Drink now–2024. Wine 
Dogs Imports LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Grey’s Peak 2016 Pinot Noir (Waipara Val-
ley). Barnyard aromas quickly blow off and 

morphs into an earthy nose full of red and black 
berry, rhubarb, olives, baking spices and a charred, 
smoky character. Tannins are fine and gripping, 
wound around plum and earth flavors, yet the tex-
ture is satiny and surprisingly easygoing. Dusty 
oak notes creep in on the finish. Drink now–2024. 
American Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Sherwood Estate 2016 Sherwood Pinot Noir 
(Waipara Valley). A light, bright wine, the 

nose is an enticing combo of red currants, beetroot, 
orange rind, sumac and smoke, with a hint of toasty 
oak in there, too. Acidity on the palate is on the lean 
side, not helped by the rather jagged oak, but the 
citric orange rind flavors keep things bouncy and 
bright. Drink now. Southern Starz, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Valli 2016 Bendigo Vineyard Pinot Noir (Cen-
tral Otago). This is rich and concentrated, 

thanks to its relatively warm spot in Central Otago. 
Slightly earthy at first, this quickly transforms with 
air into brooding notes of black cherries, blackber-
ries, vanilla cola and some stalkiness, along with a 
warming cedar spice from the oak influence. The 
medium- to full-bodied palate is packed with plush 
fruit, dried green herbs, tight-grained tannins and 
tart red cherry. The oak creeps up again on the fin-
ish but should settle with time. Drink now–2025. 
USA Wine West. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Waipara Springs 2016 Pinot Noir (Waipara 
Valley). Heady aromas of candied red ber-

ries, cloves, stalks, potpourri and oak spice are fol-
lowed by a wallop of tightly wound, rustic tannins 
and mouthwatering acidity. While the fruit on the 
nose is on the ripe side, and the palate is a little rus-
tic for some, there’s something exceptionally glug-
gable about this wine. Drink slightly chilled with 
charcuterie. American Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Decibel 2015 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Martinborough). The strawberry and 

watermelon notes on this wine are almost candied, 
but are attractive and backed by aromas of fennel, 
cola, tree sap and slightly soapy oak spice. The pal-
ate is plush yet lean all at once, with crunchy red 
fruit, soft, sandy tannins and slightly bitter oak. 
MHW, Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Jules Taylor 2016 OTQ Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). This is a powerful, dense Pinot Noir. 

Black cherry and cola swirls with flashy oak in the 
form of potpourri and spice. The palate is medium- 
to full-bodied and wrapped in leathery tannins. 
This will please big red lovers. Drink now–2026. 
Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

89 Maude 2016 Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 
The dusty oak is fairly prominent on this 

medium-bodied wine, but there are also plenty of 
tart cherry, cranberry and black olive notes too. 
The palate comes with an earthy core and more 
red berry flavors, but the oak sticks out a little 
right through to the finish. Overall this is a quaf-
fable wine capable of aging up to five years. Craft + 
Estate–The Winebow Group. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

88 Giesen 2015 The Brothers Pinot Noir (Marl-
borough). Aromas of ripe red berries, 

cola, vanilla, mocha and spicy, slightly soapy oak 
are followed by a juicy line of acidity and a spine 
of tightly-wound tannins, held together by plush, 
tangy red fruit in this medium-bodied wine. This is 
a simple but enjoayble wine. Pacific Highway Wines 
& Spirits. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Opawa 2016 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
There’s a barnyard funk to this wine that 

blows off after some time in glass. Still, this is a 
Pinot Noir for those who dig the variety’s earthy 
and savory characters. While bright strawberry and 
black pepper notes abound, they’re riding under soy 
sauce, mushroom and hay. The palate is light-bod-
ied and savory, backed by soft, sandy tannins and 
crisp acidity. Negociants USA, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Quartz Reef 2016 Bendigo Estate Single 
Ferment Ginger Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 

There are plenty of bright red fruits and second-
ary earthy complexities, but at the moment the 
oak overpowers, cloaking the wine in rather soapy 
toasty and cedar notes. The palate is elegant and 
restrained, certainly set up for the long haul, this 
needs time in the cellar for things to settle. Drink 
2020–2026. Wine Dogs Imports LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

87 Brancott 2016 Letter Series T Pinot Noir 
(Marlborough). Ripe cherry and red lico-

rice notes are swathed in prominent vanilla and 
oak. The palate is rich but carrys big, drying tan-
nins and lashings of tart acidity. Harsh oaky edges 

should soften with over the next eight years. Pernod 
Ricard. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

85 Nobilo 2015 Icon Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
Oak dominates the nose at first in all its 

charred, minty, downright woody power, but with 
some swirling in glass, bramble berries eek out as 
well. Soft tannins combine with rather harsh acid-
ity emphasizing the oak, resulting in a sharp-edged 
palate with just enough cherry cola notes to hold it 
all in place. Constellation Brands, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

ARGENTINA
CHARDONNAY

90 Salentein 2015 Single Vineyard San Pablo 
Estate Chardonnay (Mendoza). Woody aro-

mas of apple and pear are what a quality Chardon-
nay should smell like. From one of Mendoza’s coolest 
spots (San Pablo), this is a fleshy, well-built wine 
with a mix of baked apple, popcorn and woody fla-
vors. A slight hint of white truffle and oxidation on 
the finish suggests that this at peak or just slightly 
past it. Drink now. Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

87 Familia Colombi 2014 Reserva Chardonnay 
(Mendoza). Oily aromas of walnut and peach 

pit announce a mature Chardonnay that’s in sur-
prisingly good shape. Salty apple and salted butter 
flavors are yeasty and a touch oxidized, which isn’t 
a shock given that this was bottled in 2014. Despite 
showing some age, this is round and steady on the 
finish. Drink now. Harrison Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

85 Bodega Norton 2015 Reserva Chardonnay 
(Mendoza). With tired aromas of corn and 

apple, this mature Chardonnay is hardly popping. A 
full round palate is still showing acidity, but stone-
fruit flavors of nectarine and peach are not fully 
fresh. A texturally good finish is woody tasting, with 
stale fruit notes. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

PINOT GRIGIO

86 Graffigna 2017 Pinot Grigio (Argentina). 
Powdery white-fruit aromas are friendly. 

This is honest on the palate, with some acidic kick 
and a touch of body weight. Kiwi, lychee and cit-
rus flavors end with a peppery note. Pernod Ricard. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Argento 2016 Cool Climate Selection Pinot 
Grigio (Argentina). Punchy aromas of citrus 

fruits set up a simple but snappy palate. Tangy cit-
rus flavors give this light-bodied white a sense of 
freshness. On the finish, a hint of salt blends with 
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lingering citrus notes. Pacific Highway Wines & 
Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

85 Santa Julia 2017 [+] Pinot Grigio (Mendoza). 
Mild white-fruit aromas are generic. This is 

a lighter-bodied patio white wine with tropical tang. 
Citrusy flavors are both lean and mild, while this 
delivers just enough snap on the tail end. Winesell-
ers, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

84 François Lurton 2017 Piedra Negra Alta 
 Coleccion Pinot Gris (Valle de Uco). Light 

airy aromas lead to a chunky palate with vegetal 
weight. Slightly green flavors include a sweet hint 
of melon. The conclusion is short, without a lot of 
oomph. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

TORRONTÉS

88 Areyna 2017 Torrontés (Cafayate). This 
fresh snappy Torrontés shows the upside 

of this often underwhelming variety. Lime and 
 tropical-fruit flavors come with a note of agave. Tight 
acidity gives energy to finishing flavors of lychee and 
green peppercorn. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Finca El Origen 2017 Reserva Estate Torrontés 
(Salta). El Origen is a reliable producer of 

this easygoing white wine. This bottling is fresh and 
clean on the nose, but not effusive. A tight palate 
has a grape-skin feel to it, while this offers citrus 
flavors mixed with salad-like bitter notes. A chalky 
finish is a good way for this to end. Carolina Wine 
Brands USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

86 Anko 2017 Torrontés (Salta). Floral aromas 
suggest bath soap. On the palate, this is 

light and qualifies as a refresher type of white wine. 
Simple rose hip and lychee flavors finish short, with 
a hint of lemony acidity and some bitterness. Vino 
Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

84 Valentín Bianchi 2017 Elsa Torrontés (San 
Rafael). Apple and celery aromas are mod-

est. A flat palate with moderate acidity tastes melony 
up front, then slightly bitter on the back side. This is 
a basic white wine for patio quaffing. Taking it fur-
ther would be a risk. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

83 Andeluna 2017 1300 Torrontés (Uco Valley). 
Prickly citrus and jalapeño aromas precede a 

pulpy citrusy palate with nothing suave about it. Like 
the nose, this smells green and not very fruity, much 
like a lean Sauvignon Blanc with heavy terpenes. San 
Francisco Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

83 Pindal 2017 Estate Bottled Torrontés (Men-
doza). Flat dusty aromas of melon and card-

board are kind of dull. This feels chunky and oily, 
with pithy citrus flavors that turn mildly bitter on 
the finish. This is quaffable, nothing more. Red Puro 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

ROSÉS

87 Finca El Origen 2017 Estate Malbec Rosé 
(Mendoza). For full review see page 18. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 François Lurton 2017 Piedra Negra Alta 
 Coleccion Pinot Gris Rosado (Valle de Uco). 

A very light-pink tint and similarly light aromas of 
peach and citrus form a pleasant opening. A fresh 
but basic palate feel and calm flavors of mixed fresh 
fruits come prior to a short finish. Atlas Imports. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

83 Finca Wölffer 2017 Rosé (Mendoza). A light 
color and clever packaging that suggests 

the South of France is as good as this gets. A pep-
pery nose with pyrazines leads to a limited palate 
with grapefruit and orange-peel flavors. A short 
finish confirms a clipped overall character. Wölffer 
Estates. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

82 Chakana 2017 Maipe Malbec Rosé (Men-
doza). Wayward aromas are earthy and not 

terribly fresh. This has a dark tint and a clunky 
mouthfeel. Dry peppery flavors of stale citrus are 
briny. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

82 Dos Familias 2017 Familia Colombi Private 
Selection Rosé (Mendoza). Chunky, earthy 

aromas echo the wine’s burnished-orange color. 
This tastes salty and briny, with dry yet sour cit-
rus and leafy notes. Whatever future this has isn’t 
bright. Harrison Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $12 

BONARDA

88 Lamadrid 2016 Single Vineyard Reserva 
Bonarda (Agrelo). With a bold purple color 

and aromas of dark berry fruits and cassis, this is a 
lusty Bonarda with a jammy palate bolstered by firm 
acidity. Roasted peppery black-fruit flavors are beefy 
and a touch hot on the finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Chakana 2016 Nuna Bonarda (Luján de 
Cuyo). Rubbery black-fruit aromas come 

with a note of hot blacktop. A flush palate with 
fruit-based weight is tight and tannic, while flavors 
of salty berry fruits and black plum are rugged. A 

savory, roasted finish with a mint note is tannic and 
clampy. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

85 La Posta 2016 Armando Bonarda (Mendoza). 
Grapy aromas are dark and chunky, but 

rudimentary. This Bonarda feels thick and jammy, 
not agile. Reduced plum and briny berry flavors are 
herbal and funky, while an unrefined finish with 
herbal overtones closes this out. Vine Connections. 
—M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

84 Chakana 2016 Inkarri Made With Organic 
Grapes Estate Bottled Bonarda (Mendoza). 

Feral aromas of rubbery berry fruits mixed with ani-
mal scents make for a woolly opening. This Bonarda 
has a narrow clamping mouthfeel and sour-meets-
savory flavors of red plum and tomato. A screechy 
finish is high in acidity. Natural Merchants, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

81 Cruz Alta 2016 Reserve Bonarda (Mendoza). 
Funky foxy aromas of wet dog and briary 

berry fruits lead to a raw sticky palate. Weedy berry 
flavors come with a smear of oaky clove, while this 
stays afoul on the finish. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $12 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

91 Andeluna 2015 Altitud Cabernet Sauvignon 
( Tupungato). Earthy, lightly herbal berry 

aromas are a bit feral and true to Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon. A dense palate is wooden at first, then more 
pliant. Compact plum and herbal-berry flavors 
settle on tobacco and integrated spice notes on the 
finish. Drink through 2022. San Francisco Wine 
Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Chakana 2015 Estate Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Uco Valley). Grapy berry aro-

mas are lush and require some airing to show best. 
Ripe full-bodied fruit makes for a happy palate 
that’s in form. Black-fruit flavors are a mix of berry 
fruits with plum, while this holds onto its stature 
on the finish. Drink through 2021. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

88 Achaval-Ferrer 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Leafy berry aromas are heavily 

oaked, and hint at volatility. A sticky palate is grabby, 
while this tastes dark and sappy, like spiced berry 
fruits mixed with savory but strong oak. A roasted 
flavor sticks out on a medicinal finish with burnt oak 
notes. Stoli Group USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Bressia 2015 Monteagrelo Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Mendoza). Saucy, earthy, almost 

muddled aromas are not overtly fruity. A dense pal-
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ate is deep and saturated but frankly a little syrupy. 
Concentrated berry flavors have a soupy character, 
while this tastes minty on the finish. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

88 Loscano 2015 Grand Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Luján de Cuyo). Plump berry aromas 

are easygoing. In the mouth, this is more raw and 
acidic, leading to punchy plum, berry and cassis fla-
vors. A fresh finish thins out quickly, leaving grating 
edginess. Vinocopia. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Black Cabra 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
doza). Berry and plum aromas are generic 

but clean. A fresh, slightly choppy palate is lively, 
with grating tannins. Berry, spice and clove are the 
standout flavors, and they’re backed by toast and 
more spice on the finish. Vino Del Sol. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $10 

86 Andeluna 2017 Filosur Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Leafy red-fruit aromas are 

a touch rough and show a hint of acetone. This 
is pulpy and saturated on the palate, with jammy 
weight. Berry flavors are loud and spicy, with mild 
bitterness extending onto a peppery finish. San 
Francisco Wine Exchange. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Santa Julia 2017 Organic Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Mendoza). High-toned aromas of 

cherry sucking candy and a hint of nail polish lead to 
a slick palate that’s more racy than full. Cherry and 
plum skin flavors finish bright and bold. Winesellers, 
Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

85 Quara 2017 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Cafayate). Aromas of murky berry, green 

leaves, pine and jerky are not automatically easy 
to process. In the mouth, this is tight and pulling, 
with only a medium body and not much structure. 
Clove and herbal red-fruit flavors finish with a last-
ing clove note and grabby tannins. Pampa Beverages 
LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

84 Domaine Bousquet 2017 Finca Lalande 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Berry and 

cherry Life Savers aromas are rudimentary. This 
light-colored Cab is clampy and showing mild 
astringency on a palate ruled by tomato and herbal 
plum flavors. Dry spice and tomato sauce flavors 
comprise the finish. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

MALBEC

90 Familia Cassone 2013 Obra Prima Reserva 
 Malbec (Mendoza). Earthy, leafy plum aro-

mas come with leather and graphite notes. Proper 

balance and a good structure give this Malbec the 
right kind of mouthfeel. Earthy berry flavors are a bit 
roasted and oaky, with coffee and chocolate accents 
that carry over to a finish with heat. Montcalm Wine 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Luminis 2013 Allamand Altamira Malbec 
(Mendoza). Spicy berry aromas are tarry 

and suggest spent coffee grounds and animal hide. 
In the mouth, this Malbec is solid, with proper bal-
ance. Peppery, herbal berry flavors are wild and 
earthy, while this is hot and spicy on a finish that’s 
not timid. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

89 Zolo 2017 Sustainably Farmed Estate Grown 
and Bottled Malbec (Mendoza). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: NA Price: $12 

88 Andeluna 2017 1300 Malbec (Uco Valley). A 
deep purple color and beefy berry aromas 

give this Malbec up-front strength. In the mouth, 
this is alert due to prodding acidity. Cherry, plum 
and berry flavors are textbook, while this is saucy 
tasting on a direct finish. San Francisco Wine 
Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Lamadrid 2013 Single Vineyard Gran Reserva 
Malbec (Agrelo). An opaque dark-purple 

color and thick raisiny aromas announce a wine at 
maximum ripeness and saturation. On the palate, 
this is syrupy, with only moderate acidity. Toasty, 
oaky prune and blackberry flavors are peppery prior 
to a warm, dense finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

88 Valle Austral 2013 Reserva Malbec (Men-
doza). Earthy berry aromas come with 

hints of baked beans, graphite and toasty oak. An 
extracted palate features hard tannins and syrupy 
weight. Flavors of chocolate, sweet Sherry and oak 
land on clove and spice on the finish. Austral Wines 
and Beverages LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $18 

87 Andeluna 2017 Filosur Malbec (Mendoza). 
Red-fruit aromas are dry and fresh, with 

a hint of red-apple skin. A clean fresh palate is a 
touch choppy, while crisp berry and racy plum fla-
vors are clean on a fast-fading finish. San Francisco 
Wine Exchange. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

87 Bodega Norton 2015 D.O.C. Malbec (Luján de 
Cuyo). Ripe berry aromas are a touch raisiny 

and chocolaty. This mostly feels like it smells: full 
and ripe. Blackberry, prune and chocolate flavors 
finish chewy and slightly baked, with just enough 
acidity to make things right. Guarachi Wine Part-
ners. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Casarena 2013 Naoki’s Vineyard Malbec 
(Agrelo). This is a curious, highly individual 

Malbec. The nose is briary, with sandalwood notes 
and a suggestion of blueberry. The palate, how-
ever, is severely ripped with acidity, such that this 
is borderline astringent. Flavors of plum, currant, 
lemon, spice and leafy herbs finish gritty due to 
enamel-peeling acidity. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

87 El Ganador 2017 Malbec (Mendoza). Berry 
and plum aromas come with a roasted side 

note. A crisp ringing finish is a bit shearing and 
acidic, while this tastes of spicy, peppery plum and 
berry fruits. A tight finish with chalky grip helps 
this end on a positive note. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

86 Graffito 2015 Malbec (Mendoza). From head 
to toe this is all about oak. The nose is 

heavily coated in clove and char, with a marshmal-
low undertone. On the palate, this is creamy with 
a palpable sense of wood grain. Spicy resiny black-
fruit flavors finish with a lasting note of clove. Vine 
Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Scotti Wines 2015 Grandelirio Malbec (Men-
doza). Aromas of tar and grilled meat run 

parallel to earthy berry and plum notes. This is wide 
but lacking in palate precision. Black cherry and 
baked berry flavors come with brown-sugar sweet-
ness, while this is a touch hot and candied on the 
finish. Vinology USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Tiza 2015 Malbec (Uco Valley). Horsey, 
slightly oxidized berry aromas and super-

ficial oak are bettered by flavors of berry fruits, 
brown sugar and spice. After a lightly herbal finish 
dries out, this feels a bit raw and choppy. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Alpasión 2015 Malbec (Uco Valley). Black-
fruit aromas are covered with marshmallow 

and chocolate accents. This Malbec is fleshy but soft 
in the middle, meaning the structure is not great. 
Flavors of oak-driven clove and nutmeg stand out 
more than the fruit. Alphapac A Marketing Company. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

85 Casa de Campo 2015 Reserve Malbec 
( Argentina). Roasted berry aromas come 

with notes of road tar, while as a whole this smells 
a touch underripe. Hard clamping tannins suggest a 
wine affected by harvest rains. Salty red-plum fla-
vors are herbal, while this is minty on the finish. 
Indigo Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

84 Bodini 2017 Malbec (Mendoza). Rubbery 
berry aromas smell of clove. This is creamy 
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and kind of obtuse in shape, with a slightly gummy 
texture. Flavors of bacon fat, clove and berry fruits 
transition to spice, clove and some bitterness on the 
finish. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $12 

83 Lazos 2015 Trio Malbec (Mendoza). Wild 
berry aromas are green and jammy, with a 

strong hint of bramble. On the palate, this Malbec 
is saucy and lean. Flavors of raspberry and plum are 
noticeably green, and thus the finish tastes herbal. 
Vine Ventures. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

83 SoloContigo 2015 Primera Amanta Malbec 
(Uco Valley). Jammy raspberry aromas share 

space on the nose with horse hide and saddle leather 
scents. A lean juice-like palate carries almost no 
weight or substance, while this tastes mostly of mint, 
clove and generic red fruits. Solo Contigo SA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

81 Luigi Bosca 2015 La Linda Private Selection 
Old Vines Malbec (Luján de Cuyo). Underripe 

fruit aromas are oaky, and that’s about all the nose 
has to offer. In the mouth, this Malbec is hollow yet 
abrasive. Murky underripe fruit has resulted in a 
nutty, leafy, gritty flavor profile that carries over to 
the finish. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

80 Layer Cake 2015 Malbec (Mendoza). Minty 
currant aromas are green at the core, with 

a note of bath soap. A candied palate lacks structure 
and is flimsy. Weedy berry and clove flavors end flat 
and sweet, with an excess of residual sugar. Hundred 
Acre Winery. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

RED BLENDS

91 Antigal 2013 Aduentus Mediterráneo (Men-
doza). An earthy collection of aromas 

includes leather, tobacco, raisin, chocolate and 
spiced berry fruits. A saturated intense palate is 
flush to the brim, while this blend of Malbec, Tem-
pranillo and Syrah tastes of baked and savory plum 
and blackberry. Oaky flavors of mocha and coffee 
simmer away on a warm finish. Drink through 2023. 
Cork Alliance. —M.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $28 

91 Tapiz 2013 Selección de Barricas San Pablo 
Single Vineyard Estate Blend (Mendoza). 

There are some rough edges and rawness to the 
nose on this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Mal-
bec, Merlot and Syrah from a vineyard that sits at 
nearly 1,500 meters. A jammy tannic palate is both 
soft and hard at the same time. Blackberry, choco-
late and coffee flavors finish dark and spicy. Drink 
through 2022. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Bressia 2013 Profundo (Mendoza). Earthy 
berry and tobacco aromas are a touch 

grassy. In the mouth, this Malbec-led blend is 
stretched out and tannic. Earthy savory plum and 
raspberry flavors are preserved on a long and wiry 
feeling finish. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Scotti Wines 2013 Grandelirio Mas Delirante 
(Mendoza). Charcoal and mushroom aro-

mas give this blend of Malbec, Cab Franc and Petit 
Verdot an earthy outlook. A saturated palate with 
hard tannins and heat is breathing every bit of this 
wine’s 15.5% alcohol volume. Toasty blackened 
berry and pepper flavors finish with a note of dark 
chocolate and heat. Vinology USA. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $24 

87 Alpasión 2013 Private Selection (Mendoza). 
A severely oaked nose deals aromas of shoe 

polish and charred wood. A chunky jammy palate is 
more flabby than in prime shape. Heavy oak com-
bined with pencil lead and black-fruit flavors pre-
cede a finish with front and center oak. All in all, 
there’s too much burnt wood on this blend of Mal-
bec, Syrah and Petit Verdot. Alphapac A Marketing 
Company. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

WASHINGTON
CHARDONNAY

90 Mark Ryan 2016 Olsen Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Yakima Valley). This is Mark Ryan’s first 

offering of this wine, coming from vines planted 
for the winery in 2013. A blend of three different 
clones, aromas of lees, peach, lemon curd and spice 
lead to creamy well-balanced flavors that lead to an 
impressively long finish. It’s equal parts promise 
and delivery. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

89 Co Dinn 2015 French Creek Vineyard Char-
donnay (Yakima Valley). This wine comes 

from 35-year-old vines. Aged on lees for 17 months 
with 100% malolactic fermentation, aromas of 
clarified butter, lees, peach, cream, corn silk and 
spice are followed by medium-bodied fruit flavors 
that show a pleasing sense of elegance, despite the 
warmth of the vintage. The lees influence seems a 
bit intense. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

89 Doubleback 2016 Chardonnay (Walla Walla 
Valley). Chardonnay is an extreme rarity 

in the valley, with this example coming from Kenny 
Hill Vineyard in the Mill Creek area. Aged in 35% 
new French oak and 15% concrete tulips, aromas 
of freshly peeled tangerine, citrus, ripe peach and 
honeysuckle lead to medium-bodied fruit flavors, 
with vibrant tangerine and stone-fruit notes on the 
finish. Much more reminiscent in some respects to 

a Viognier, it’s a unique example of this variety and 
region that shows promise. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

89 Lone Birch 2016 Chardonnay (Yakima Valley). 
Expressive aromas of freshly cut red apple, 

pear, white peach, star fruit, cantaloupe, white-
grapefruit skin and flower lead to crisp spritely fruit 
flavors with a tart lemony finish. It brings a whole 
lot of enjoyment for the price. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

89 Sparkman 2016 Lumiere Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). It’s a bit hard to get at 

this wine’s aromas of cream, stone fruit, toast, char, 
fig and spice on first pour. The palate is consider-
ably more expressive, with broad, nuanced peach 
and spice flavors that lead to a warm finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Board Track Racer 2016 The Vincent Char-
donnay (Columbia Valley). The aromas 

bring fresh notes of lemon zest and yellow apple. 
The palate is full bodied and lightly creamy in feel, 
with roasted corn notes on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

88 Gravel Bar 2014 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas of cream, mandarin orange, 

custard, clarified butter, toast and spice are fol-
lowed by lightly creamy fruit flavors that dance 
across the palate. It shows a nuanced touch. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

87 Airfield Estates 2016 Chardonnay (Yakima 
Valley). The aromas jump up, with notes 

of lemon zest, cream and white peach that lead to 
rounded melon and stone fruit flavors. It brings 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $15 

86 Columbia Winery 2016 Chardonnay (Colum-
bia Valley). This is mostly varietal with a 

splash of Pinot Gris, Viognier and other varieties 
that occasionally show themselves. Aromas of lemon 
curd, cut apple, vanilla, flower and talc lead to soft 
pear and apple flavors with a lightly oily feel. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $14 

84 Bridgman 2016 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas of canned corn and spice lead 

to medium-bodied but light-seeming fruit flavors 
with metallic accents and a sweet finish. It doesn’t 
all work. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $12 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

91 Novelty Hill 2016 Stillwater Creek Vineyard 
Sauvignon Blanc (Columbia Valley). Blended 

with 16% Sémillon, pleasing aromas of kiwi, lem-
ongrass, candle wax, citrus, lees and poached pear 
lead to the full-bodied, textured palate. It shows an 
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exquisite sense of balance along with a fig-filled fin-
ish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Sparkman 2017 Pearl Sauvignon Blanc 
(Yakima Valley). This wine is a blend of fruit 

from Oasis, Gamache and Olsen vineyards and was 
aged half in stainless steel with the rest in neutral 
barrels. It’s a bit reduced out of the gate, opening up 
to reveal kiwi, citrus, pineapple and herb aromas. 
The bountiful tropical fruit flavors delight. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Airfield Estates 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Yakima Valley). The aromas pop, with 

notes of green flower, bountiful citrus peel, fresh 
herb, kiwi and scooped honeydew melon. The broad 
feeling but lighter styled kiwi flavors bring appeal, 
with a pink-grapefruit snap on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Block Wines 2016 Old Vine Gnarl Block 
Rothrock Vineyard Chenin Blanc (Yakima 

 Valley). Old-vine Chenin Blanc is rapidly slipping 
away in Washington as growers rip out vines for 
more profitable varieties. It’s a shame as it can excel 
here, as this wine shows. Coming in at an almost 
unheard of alcohol level for the state, aromas of 
poached pear, apple, lees, citrus and spice are fol-
lowed by bone-dry, sleek, tart flavors with a lemony 
finish. The acids are downright racy. It needs some 
food alongside it to be properly appreciated but it 
delivers. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $20 

88 Idilico 2016 Albariño (Yakima Valley). Com-
ing from Dutchman Vineyard in the Yakima 

Valley, aromas of muscat, dried orange peel, honey-
dew melon rind and citrus are followed by full-feel-
ing lightly spritzy tropical fruit flavors. It delivers 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Mark Ryan 2016 Viognier (Columbia Valley). 
A blend of fruit from Olsen and Red Wil-

low vineyards, this offers aromas of orange blossom, 
ripe peach, toast and spice. The medium-bodied 
palate brings stone-fruit flavors that dip slightly 
in the middle, finishing bitter. This variety can be 
a difficult needle to thread, with this one not quite 
pulling it off. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

87 Bridgman 2016 Riesling (Columbia Valley). 
There’s no mistaking the variety, with its 

aromas of honeysuckle, ripe peach and jasmine. It 
drinks off dry, with easy-drinking stone-fruit flavors 
that drop off a bit on the back half. —S.S. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $13 

87 Maryhill 2016 Proprietor’s Reserve McKin-
ley Springs Vineyard Roussanne (Colum-

bia  V alley). Examples of this variety are a relative 
rarity in the state. Aromas of cinnamon, herb and 
pear lead to medium-bodied fruit flavors with 
slightly bitter finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

87 Sparkman 2016 Apparition White (Yakima 
Valley). This wine is mostly Roussanne 

(70%), with the balance equal parts Marsanne and 
Grenache Blanc, with the fruit coming from Olsen 
and Boushey vineyards. Lemon verbena, grape-nut, 
peach and apple aromas lead to broad stone-fruit 
flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

86 Lone Birch 2016 Riesling (Yakima Valley). 
Orange blossom and ripe peach aromas are 

followed by straightforward off-dry flavors of stone 
fruit and orange. It delivers easy-drinking enjoy-
ment. —S.S. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $12 

85 Lone Birch 2016 Pinot Gris (Yakima Valley). 
The aromas offer notes of canned peach, 

apple and spice that are followed by off-dry fruit 
flavors. It’s a straightforward easy drinker. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

ROSÉS

90 Charles & Charles 2017 Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). For full review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.3% Price: $12 

90 Gramercy 2017 Olsen Vineyard Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). Cinsault (44%) makes up the 

largest percentage of this wine, followed by Gre-
nache (31%) and Syrah. A pretty pale-salmon color, 
the aromas are light, with notes of herb and straw-
berry that are followed by tart, nuanced fruit and 
herb flavors that possess a lovely feel. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

90 Sleight of Hand 2017 Magician’s Assistant 
Rosé of Cabernet Franc (Yakima Valley). 

Pale peach in color, this wine brings vibrant aromas 
of spice, herb, sour cherry, bubblegum and straw-
berry. The flavors are sleekly styled with mouth-
watering acidity. It impresses. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $18 

89 Renegade 2017 Rosé (Columbia Valley). A 
blend of Syrah, Grenache, Mourvèdre and 

Cinsault, it shows just a tinge of salmon-copper 
color. The aromas bring notes of guava, strawberry, 
pink grapefruit, watermelon and spice. There’s just 
a touch of sweetness, making it all go down easy. 
Kiwi flavors linger on the finish. A veritable cornu-
copia of fruit, it brings a whole lot of enjoyment and 
value. More please. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Underground Wine Project 2017 And Why Am 
I Mr. Pink? Rosé (Columbia Valley). A very 

pretty pale-salmon color, this blend of Sangiovese 
and Syrah brings exuberant aromas of strawberry 
bubblegum, honeydew melon and pink-grapefruit 
peel. It drinks dry with plenty of strawberry and 
grapefruit flavors that persist on the finish. Best 
Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 L’Ecole No. 41 2017 Alder Ridge Vineyard 
Grenache Rosé (Horse Heaven Hills). This 

vineyard-designated rosé brings aromas of straw-
berry, orange blossom and sweet herb. The palate is 
packed full of broad-feeling fruit flavors that deliver 
enjoyment. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 R.J. Wines 2017 Beyond the Pale Boushey 
Vineyard Syrah Rosé (Yakima Valley). A light 

electric pink, the aromas bring notes of watermelon 
bubblegum, cherry and strawberry. It drinks dry 
with medium-bodied slightly fat-feeling fruit fla-
vors, with grapefruit notes on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

87 Lone Birch 2017 Rosé (Yakima Valley). Pale-
peach colored, the aromas bring notes of 

herb and cherry candy. It drinks off dry, with broad-
feeling fruit flavors. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $12 

87 William Weaver 2016 Tattoo Girl Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 12.6% Price: $13 

86 Tertulia 2017 Estate Rosé (Walla Walla 
 Valley). This wine is 47% Syrah, 33% 

Mourvèdre and 20% Tempranillo. Pale-salmon 
colored with a pink tinge, the aromas bring notes 
of reduction, bubblegum, citrus and strawberry. 
The sleek strawberry and orange flavors deliver 
enjoyment. —S.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

85 Maryhill 2017 Rosé of Sangiovese (Columbia 
Valley). Electric pink, the aromas deliver 

notes of cherry and mint. It drinks off dry, leaning 
sweeter with cranberry and cherry flavors through-
out. It needs a bit more acidity to stand it up. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $16 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

92 Betz Family 2015 Père de Famille Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Appealing 

aromas of bay leaf, cherry, herb, bittersweet choco-
late, incense and spice are followed by an action-
packed palate, loaded with sweet, polished, elegant 
fruit flavors. Well-integrated tannins provide sup-
port. All about sophistication and delicacy, it shows 
a remarkable amount of freshness and focus consid-
ering the warmth of the vintage. Anise and currant 
notes linger on the finish. Best after 2026 with a 
very long life in front of it. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 
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92 Gramercy 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). On the winery’s third 

reserve designated Cabernet, aromas of freshly 
tilled soil, dried herb, red and black cherry, graph-
ite and crushed rock are followed by reserved fruit 
flavors with a fresh cranberry finish. Lip-smacking 
tightly wound tannins provide support. The struc-
ture is impressive. It needs time to show its stuff. 
Best after 2026, but it should have 20 years of 
excellent drinking in it. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $95 

92 Mark Ryan 2015 Lonely Heart Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Red Mountain). This is 100% vari-

etal. The fruit for this wine hails from Obelisco, 
Klipsun and Olsen vineyards. Almost completely 
closed up on first pour, it opens to reveal aromas 
of the blackest of cherry, crème de cassis, graph-
ite, fresh herb and luxurious barrel spicing (88% 
new French). The flavors are rich and ripe but still 
reserved, showing a very appealing sense of balance, 
with the tannins combed to a fine sheen. An impres-
sively long finish caps it off. It should have a long life 
ahead of it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $95 

91 Doubleback 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla 
Walla Valley). This wine is a blend of fruit 

from estate sites McQueen, Bob Healey and Lefore 
along with Pepper Bridge. The aromas draw you into 
the glass, with notes of high cacao chocolate, spice, 
bay leaf, dried flower, cassis, raspberry, herb and 
cherry, showing pleasing complexities. The black-
currant, cherry and spice flavors coat the palate, 
bringing a sense of richness but still restraint and 
vibrancy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $97 

91 Gramercy 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). Aromas of dried herb, rasp-

berry, moist earth and pencil lead are followed by 
soft elegant red- and black-fruit flavors. It shows a 
very pretty, understated styling, with a fine sense 
of acidity backing it up. Raspberry flavors linger on 
the finish. There’s a wonderful sense of freshness 
to it, and it has a very long life in front of it. Cellar 
Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

91 Manu Propria 2014 Ex Animo Red Willow Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Yakima Valley). 

This is a side project from Mark Ryan winemaker 
Mike Macmorran, focusing on fruit from one of the 
state’s top vineyards. Blended with 8% Merlot and 
4% Cabernet Franc, the aromas bring notes of sweet 
dried herb, dried leaf, pink peppercorn and black 
cherry, not fully ready to reveal their charms. The 
flavors are quite restrained, mixing fruit and savory 
notes with sneaky structure. It’s a very pretty expres-
sion of this variety that calls out to the Old World 
and should have a long life ahead of it. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

91 Mark Ryan 2015 Dead Horse Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Red Mountain). A blend of fruit from 

Quintessence, Ciel du Cheval, Klipsun and Obelisco 
vineyards, the aromas draw you into the glass, with 
notes of luxurious barrel spice, black-cherry meats, 
high-cacao chocolate, blackberry, high-toned herb, 
crème de cassis, dried earth, coffee and graphite. 
The palate is loaded with sweet cherry flavors that 
display a slightly linear styling at first, fleshing out 
a bit over time. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $58 

90 Block Wines 2015 Block 1 Discovery Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse Heaven Hills). 

This wine, which is 100% varietal, saw no new oak, 
and was aged for 21 months in 500 liter, once-used 
puncheons. The aromas are bright, with notes of 
black-cherry meats, fresh and dried herb, scorched 
earth, whole green pepper and anise. The palate 
is lighter styled, wound up initially, with the fruit 
surrounded by tightly wrapped tannins, framed by 
bright acidity. It needs a bit of time to settle in but 
it has all of the stuffing. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

90 Mark Ryan 2015 Old Vines Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Columbia Valley). This is 100% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon from Klipsun, Ciel du Cheval, Red 
Willow and Phinney Hill vineyards, The aromas are 
high toned on first pour, with the notes of cherry, 
spice, pencil lead and bay leaf not quite ready to 
reveal their charms but showing nuance over time. 
The flavors are tart and dry, showing a classic styl-
ing along with fine-grained tannins. It needs a few 
years in the cellar to settle in and stretch out. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

90 Sparkman 2014 Kingpin Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Red Mountain). This wine is a blend 

of fruit from Klipsun, Kiona and Obelisco vineyards, 
along with a touch from Olsen in the Yakima Val-
ley. The aromas are high toned, with notes of baking 
spice, assorted dried herb and cherry. The pit-fruit 
flavors are ripe and polished, with a warm finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

89 Board Track Racer 2016 The Chief Caber-
net Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). This is 

an early Cabernet release from the 2016 vintage. 
Aromas of vanilla, huckleberry, herb and spice are 
followed by juicy ripe blue-fruit flavors that lead 
to a silky finish that carries. It doesn’t necessarily 
scream Cabernet but the appeal is hard to ignore. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Dumas Station 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). This blend of fruit 

from Minnick Hills and Birch Creek vineyard was 
aged in 40% new American and French oak. Aromas 
of green wood, spice, vanilla, black cherry, herb and 
plum lead to a sweet, fruitful palate. The concentra-

tion tapers a bit toward the finish, which is filled 
with vanilla notes. It seems a little green. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

88 Airfield Estates 2015 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Yakima Valley). Aromas of tire rub-

ber, green pepper, blackberry and sweet barrel spice 
are followed by ripe fruit flavors that finish a bitter 
touch. The tannins dry out the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

88 Underground Wine Project 2015 Devil’s 
Playground Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Moun-

tain). Aromas of cocoa, raspberry, plum, blueberry 
and wood spice lead to lighter-styled plum and herb 
flavors with fine-grained tannins. Spice flavors 
taper on the finish. It’s an enjoyable easy drinker 
but hard to peg the variety or appellation. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

87 Aluvé 2015 Estate Menozzi Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). Oak aro-

mas are at the fore, with notes of vanilla and baking 
spice taking over, along with a light meaty note. The 
palate shows more of the same, with lighter-styled 
cranberry flavors working to get to the surface. The 
fruit seems overmatched for the oak. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $52 

87 Cana’s Feast 2013 Slide Mountain Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Aro-

mas of green wood, green herb, tire rubber, baking 
spice, mint and cherry lead to medium-bodied fruit 
flavors that dip in the middle. Orange-peel notes 
linger on the finish. It wants a bit more acid and 
tannin structure to stand it up. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

87 Columbia Winery 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). High-toned smoke, char, 

baking spice, berry and herb aromas are followed by 
plentiful currant, plum and vanilla flavors, with a 
crème de cassis finish. The tannins are surprisingly 
soft for the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $16 

87 Kestrel 2013 Winemaker’s Select Estate Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Yakima Valley). The aro-

mas are fresh, with notes of whole green pepper, 
dark cherry, cocoa and wisps of vanilla and other 
oak spices. There’s a lot of smoothness to the fruit 
flavors, which lean into the savory, with abundant 
green-pepper flavors that taper toward the cran-
berry and spice-filled finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

87 Tertulia 2014 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). Being 100% varietal, 

baking spice, dried savory herb, dried tobacco and 
cherry aromas are followed by plump lighter-styled 
fruit flavors, with red-fruit and black-tea notes on 
the finish. The tannic structure is surprisingly light 
for the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 
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86 Aluvé 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla 
Walla Valley). The aromas and flavors bring 

notes of sliced green pepper, cherry, herb and baking 
spice. There’s interest but it all doesn’t seem fully 
ripe and the concentration appears a bit light. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $48 

86 Burnt Bridge 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). With fruit coming 

from Les Collines Vineyard, aromas of green pepper, 
tire rubber, baking spice and cherry are followed by 
slightly sweet-seeming fruit flavors. Soft tannins 
provide support. It doesn’t all come together. —S.S. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $45 

86 Gravel Bar 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Black raspberry, plum, 

herb, tart, mesquite and cherry aromas are followed 
by lightly smoky flavors that seem out of place. It 
doesn’t all come together. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Gravel Bar 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). The aromas bring notes of mes-

quite and fruit leather, seeming a bit dried out, with 
the palate showing more of the same. It doesn’t all 
work. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

85 Kestrel 2014 Falcon Series Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Yakima Valley). Lighter in color, aro-

mas of baking spice, anise, cherry lollipop, game and 
medicine cabinet lead to lighter-styled fruit flavors. 
It all seems a bit dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

85 Merry Cellars 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Most of the fruit for this 

wine comes from Seven Hills Vineyard (85%), with 
the rest from Stillwater Creek. Barrel-forward aro-
mas of cocoa, vanilla, baking spice and black licorice 
are out in front of dark cherry. The palate brings a 
cranberry-tart flavor, with slightly astringent tan-
nins and a smoky finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

MERLOT

89 Dumas Station 2014 Merlot (Walla Walla 
Valley). Aged in just 30% new oak, the aro-

mas offer appealing notes of vanilla, red raspberry, 
cedar and cocoa. The flavors are plump, soft and 
pure, pulling up ever so slightly on the vanilla-filled 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

88 L’Ecole No. 41 2015 Merlot (Columbia  Valley). 
This is a true pan-Washington Merlot, with 

fruit coming from nine vineyards across the state. 
Blended with a good whack of Cabernet Franc 
(13%) which reveals itself, baking-spice, plum, 
raspberry and herb aromas are followed by soft ripe 

fruit flavors, with the tannins pulled back. Herb and 
raspberry notes linger on the tart finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Mark Ryan 2015 Little Sister Merlot (Colum-
bia Valley). This is a new offering from the 

winery. Almost all varietal with just a splash of Cab-
ernet Franc (3%) coming from Quintessence and 
Red Willow vineyards, the aromas of toast, spice, 
cedar, black raspberry and dried herb aren’t entirely 
revealing. The palate seems a bit linear and wound 
up. Perhaps some time will flesh it out? —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $75 

86 Columbia Winery 2015 Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). Lighter in color, the aromas bring 

unusual notes of seaweed, cherry, wet penny and 
exotic spice. The palate is full of ripe raspberry and 
red-cherry flavors with a short finish. If the aromas 
and flavors sync up, it might move up a notch or 
two. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $16 

86 Maryhill 2014 Kiona Vineyards Merlot (Red 
Mountain). Not entirely appealing aromas 

of green wood, macerated cranberry and cherry 
lead to wood-dominated fruit flavors (60% new 
French). The oak takes over the show, completely 
overwhelming the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $42 

86 Merry Cellars 2015 Merlot (Columbia  Valley). 
Aromas of currant, dark plum, herb and 

spice are followed by light elegant fruit flavors, with 
the extraction pulled back. It finishes with strangely 
tart cranberry flavors that distract. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

85 Kestrel 2014 Falcon Series Merlot (Yakima 
Valley). The aromas are light, with notes of 

baking spice, red currant, herb and tire rubber that 
seem a little unsettled. The plum flavors are light 
and fall a bit flat. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

CABERNET FRANC

88 Tertulia 2015 Elevation Estate Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Walla Walla Valley). This wine 

comes from a newly explored area of this appella-
tion near the North Fork of the Walla Walla River. 
Aged for 22 months in one-third new French oak, 
plum, jalapeño, cinnamon, cranberry, mineral and 
wood-spice aromas lead to soft, elegant, lightly 
styled cranberry flavors. It provides intrigue. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

87 Columbia Winery 2015 Cabernet Franc (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Caramel, cherry, plum, green 

pepper, herb, black pepper, tire rubber and wood 
spice are followed by sweet plump strawberry and 
plum flavors. It’s an unusual offering of this variety. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

87 Merry Cellars 2014 Cabernet Franc (Columbia 
Valley). Vanilla, baking spice, sliced green-

pepper and dried cherry aromas are followed by ripe 
sweet cherry and herb flavors. It finishes with a tart 
plum and vanilla-filled finish. Bitter notes linger. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

MOURVÈDRE

92 Gramercy 2015 L’Idiot du Village Mourvèdre 
(Columbia Valley). A mixture of Olsen and 

Alder Ridge vineyards, this lighter-colored wine is 
brooding on first pour, with aromas of fresh pars-
ley, crushed flower, dried herb, mineral, orange peel, 
smoked meat and raspberry emerging over time. 
The palate shows a fresh light styling, with a meaty 
peppery finish. It’s a very pretty expression of the 
variety, with an impressive sense of balance and 
 sophistication. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

86 Kestrel 2014 Winemaker’s Select Series 
Mourvèdre (Yakima Valley). Sourced from 

Olsen Vineyard, this wine offers aromas of dried 
cherry, golden raisin and barrel spice. The fruit fla-
vors are lighter in style, soft and palate coating, with 
bitter notes on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

85 Merry Cellars 2014 Stillwater Creek Vineyard 
Mourvèdre (Columbia Valley). Aromas of 

baking spice, dark cherry, green pepper and spice 
lead to smoky mesquite flavors. It finishes lemony 
tart. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $48 

SYRAH

94 Sleight of Hand 2015 Psychedelic Stoney 
Vine Vineyard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). 

Somewhat lighter in color, the aromas are expres-
sive, with notes of cigar box, green and black olive, 
fresh parsley, funk, grilled asparagus, wet stone, 
ember, black pepper, prosciutto and fresh herb, 
leaning hard into the savory. The palate shimmers 
with intensity, packed with sleek but rich, incred-
ibly flavorful flower, earth and smoked-meat notes 
that persist on the long olive and smoked-meat 
filled finish. It’s a stunner. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Gramercy 2015 John Lewis Syrah (Walla 
Walla Valley). All Les Collines Vineyard 

from blocks 36 and 46 with 100% whole cluster, 
the aromas stop you in your tracks, with notes of 
freshly chopped parsley, cured meat, potpourri, 
olive, violet and crushed rock. The palate is full of 
light tart herb and smoked-meat flavors backed by 
hefty tannins that need a good bit of time to resolve. 
It brings a sense of freshness and vibrancy, needing 
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significant time in the cellar to be fully appreciated. 
Best from 2026–2031. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $85 

92 Gramercy 2015 The Deuce Syrah (Walla Walla 
Valley). A blend of fruit from Forgotten Hills 

and Les Collines using 85% whole cluster, the aro-
mas leap up, with notes of fresh parsley, plum, heap-
ing amounts of fresh and dried herb, violet and cured 
meat showing a lot of nuance. The smoked-meat and 
red-fruit flavors are reserved in style, bringing a 
strong sense of tannic structure that needs time to 
fully settle in. Best after 2022. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $54 

91 Gramercy 2014 Syrah (Columbia Valley). This 
wine is a blend of Oldfield and Minnick vine-

yards in the Yakima Valley and Forgotten Hills and 
Old Stones in Walla Walla Valley. Aromas of red and 
black raspberries, anise, olives, smoked meat, high-
toned herb and flower are followed by pure, textured 
red-fruit flavors that dance across the palate. It’s a 
pretty expression of the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $36 

91 Mark Ryan 2015 Wild Eyed Syrah (Red Moun-
tain). Mostly coming from Angela’s and Ciel 

du Cheval Vineyard along with a dash of Olsen, the 
aromas exude notes of spice, orange peel, flower, 
olive, iron and huckleberry. The palate is chock-full 
of raspberry and blue-fruit flavors that persist on 
the finish. It’s a delicious ripe interpretation of this 
variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

91 Sparkman 2014 Darkness Syrah (Yakima 
 Valley). A blend of fruit from the esteemed 

Boushey and Olsen vineyards, initially reserved aro-
mas of blackberry, blue fruit, barrel spice, herb and 
whiffs of olive lead to full-bodied fruit flavors that 
coat the palate. It doesn’t hold back, showing the 
ripeness of the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

90 L’Ecole No. 41 2015 Estate Grown Seven Hills 
Vineyard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). Aro-

mas of raspberry jam, huckleberry and generous 
spice accents lead to full-bodied fruit flavors backed 
by soft tannins. It’s a rich, ripe charmer. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $37 

90 L’Ecole No. 41 2015 Syrah (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is a blend of fruit from Seven 

Hills, Candy Mountain, Summit View, Bacchus and 
Stone Tree vineyards. Aromas of raspberry and 
blackberry jam are followed by ripe rich fruit flavors 
and a warm finish. There’s no mistaking the warm 
vintage that it comes from. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

89 Sleight of Hand 2015 Levitation Syrah 
(Columbia Valley). Lewis Vineyard makes 

up the majority of this wine (70%), with the rest 
coming from Les Collines. The aromas seem locked 
up on first pour, with notes of ripe raspberry, flower 

and dried herb. The palate is more generous, with 
soft lush fruit flavors and silky tannins. It finishes 
warm. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

88 Tertulia 2015 Whistling Hills Estate Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). The aromas are 

light and a bit difficult to tease out, with notes of 
red and blue fruit, tire rubber, herb and spice. The 
palate is lighter in style with a tart blue-fruit-filled 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

87 Tertulia 2015 Riviere Galets Estate Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). Aromas of rasp-

berry candy, fresh flower, dried orange peel, herb, 
smoked meat and tire rubber are followed by soft 
fruit flavors that coat the palate, then taper. Orange-
peel notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

86 Kestrel 2014 Estate Syrah (Yakima Valley). 
Unusual aromas of anise, peanut shell, 

orange peel, medicine cabinet and fruit leather lead 
to medium-bodied fruit flavors. It shows a pleas-
antly restrained styling. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

86 Merry Cellars 2015 Stillwater Creek Vineyard 
Syrah (Columbia Valley). The aromas are 

high toned, with notes of spice, smoke, black lico-
rice and dark fruit. The black-fruit flavors are more 
restrained in style than the listed alcohol might 
suggest, showing a soft texture, with bitters on the 
 finish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $42 

85 Kestrel 2014 Winemakers Select Series Co-
ferment Syrah (Yakima Valley).   Cofermented 

with 7% Viognier, fresh flower, dried orange peel, 
black licorice, fruit leather and spice aromas are fol-
lowed by restrained fruit flavors that pull up on the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $21 

TEMPRANILLO

91 Gramercy 2014 Inigo Montoya Tempranillo 
(Walla Walla Valley). A blend of fruit from 

Gramercy Estate, Les Collines and Olsen vineyards, 
this wine was aged in a mixture of new and neutral 
American and French oak. The aromas are reserved, 
with notes of spice, raspberry, graphite and red 
cherry along with pleasing herb accents. The flavors 
show a lot of nuance and sophistication along with 
a tart finish laced with orange peel notes. Soft tan-
nins provide support. It’s a winner. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $42 

88 Temporal 2015 Temp Tempranillo (Wash-
ington). This is all Dineen Vineyard (Rat-

tlesnake Hills) fruit, aged in a mixture of neutral 
and twice-filled French oak barrels—a rare look at 
this variety in the state without overt oak influ-

ence. Aromas of pencil eraser, gummy bear, tobacco 
and spice are followed by plentiful dried and fresh 
tobacco flavors that show a reserved styling. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

85 Maryhill 2014 Painted Hills Vineyard Tem-
pranillo (Columbia Valley). Aromas of brown 

sugar, strawberry, mint and wood spice lead to red-
fruit flavors on the lighter side of medium bodied, 
with a grip of tannins and bitter notes on the finish. 
It’s an unusual offering of this variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

RED BLENDS

94 Kevin White 2015 Pionnier Boushey Vine-
yard (Yakima Valley). This blend of 90% 

Gre nache, 5% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre is a new 
offering from the winery. Lighter in color, the aro-
mas are arresting, with notes of orange peel, rasp-
berry, green olive, mineral, fresh chopped parsley, 
white pepper, herb, potpourri and whiffs of smoked 
meat. There’s a compelling sense of purity to the 
flavors and feel of the raspberry, cherry and meat 
notes along with a crazy-long orange peel, meat and 
raspberry-filled finish. It’s a complete knee buckler, 
all about delicacy. Best after 2022. Cellar Selection. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

93 L’Ecole No. 41 2015 Estate Grown Ferguson 
Vineyard (Walla Walla Valley). This win-

ery’s young estate vineyard is proving itself to be a 
special spot. This is a blend of 56% Cabernet Sau-
vignon, 30% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc and 7% 
Malbec. The brooding aromas of dark cherry, cassis, 
fresh and dried herb, incense, luxurious oak spices 
(50% new French), mineral, pencil lead, flower and 
scorched earth lead to a flavorful but exceptionally 
well-balanced palate that shows sophistication. The 
tannins are highly structured but also bring a sense 
of polish. It has the stuffing to go the distance but 
needs significant time to settle in. Best from 2028–
2034. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Avennia 2015 Justine (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is 55% Grenache, 32% Mour-

vèdre and 13% Syrah, coming from Upland, Heart of 
the Hill and Oldfield respectively. Somewhat lighter 
in color, the aromas start out brooding with notes 
of raspberry, high-toned dried herb, mineral, pome-
granate and cherry emerging over time. Ripe in style 
reflecting the warm vintage it comes from, the pal-
ate is packed full of red- and blue-fruit flavors that 
have a seamless feel with generous spice and herb 
accents throughout. It shows a lovely sense of purity 
on the fruit-filled finish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

92 Kevin White 2015 DuBrul Vineyard Red 
(Yakima Valley). Coming from one of the 

state’s top vineyards, this wine is a blend of Merlot 
(52%) and Cabernet Sauvignon. The aromas pop, 
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with achingly pure notes of raspberry, assorted 
dried herb, pie cherry, blueberry and spice. The pal-
ate shows finesse and grace, with silky fruit flavors 
and velvety tannins, with savory notes on a finish 
that won’t quit. It’s a flat-out gorgeous, exquisitely 
understated interpretation of this vineyard. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Avennia 2015 Gravura (Columbia Valley). This 
wine is near equal parts Merlot and Cabernet 

Sauvignon, with the balance Cabernet Franc. Com-
ing from a who’s who of vineyards, the aromas are 
expressive, with notes of leafy dried herb, graphite, 
raspberry, cherry, toast, scorched earth, dark cof-
fee and mineral. The palate shows an assortment 
of sweet red- and black-fruit flavors that display an 
exquisite sense of balance and polish. It’s a superb 
value with a long life ahead of it. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

91 Betz Family 2015 Clos de Betz (Columbia 
 Valley). This wine is a blend of 75% Merlot, 

15% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Petit Verdot. 
Somewhat lighter in color, the aromas bring notes 
of cedar, raspberry, cherry, thyme, pencil eraser, 
flower and exotic spice. The palate shows restraint 
and finesse, especially considering the warmth of 
the vintage. It’s a pretty, understated wine that 
should cellar well. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $60 

91 L’Ecole No. 41 2015 Perigee Seven Hills Vine-
yard Estate Grown (Walla Walla Valley). For 

full review see page 11. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Mark Ryan 2015 Long Haul Red (Columbia 
 Valley). This wine is mostly Merlot (84%), 

with the balance smidgens of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. With fruit com-
ing from Quintessence, Red Willow, Ciel du Cheval, 
Klipsun and Olsen vineyards, the aromas leap up, 
with notes of toast, raspberry, earth, coffee bean, 
bittersweet chocolate and spice that show a lot of 
detail. The cherry and coffee flavors are polished 
and seamless in feel, lingering on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Mark Ryan 2015 Water Witch Red (Red Moun-
tain). With all of the fruit coming from Quin-

tessence Vineyard from vines planted in 2012 for 
the winery, this blend is 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
30% Merlot, 8% Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Ver-
dot. The aromas start out high toned, with notes of 
generous barrel spice, assorted herb, black currant, 
graphite, scorched earth, cocoa and dark plum. The 
flavors are reserved in style, broadening over time, 
showing a lot of sophistication. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $58 

90 Betz Family 2015 Possibility Red (Colum-
bia Valley). A blend of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (41%), Syrah (39%), Petit Verdot (15%) and 

Merlot, the aromas are fruit forward, with notes of 
raspberry compote and plum along with thyme and 
other herbs. The palate is chock-full of plump fruit 
flavors backed by soft tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

90 Kevin White 2016 Red (Yakima Valley). A 
blend of 45% Syrah, 32% Grenache and 

23% Mourvèdre, it brings notes of brambly berry, 
smoked meat, flower, strawberry, cherry, pomegran-
ate and a whiff of black pepper. The flavors are full 
and juicy, generous and pure. Orange-peel notes lin-
ger on the finish. Best by 2021. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

90 Mark Ryan 2015 The Dissident (Colum-
bia Valley). This wine is a blend of 55% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, 28% Merlot, 16% Cabernet 
Franc and 1% Petit Verdot. Coming from top qual-
ity vineyards, the aromas are exuberant, with notes 
of blackberry, bittersweet chocolate and toast along 
with dried herb and luxurious barrel accents. The 
black-fruit flavors coat the palate, showing depth 
and intensity along with a firm tannic spine.  —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

90 Underground Wine Project 2015 Idle 
Hands Red (Red Mountain). A joint proj-

ect between winemakers Trey Busch and Mark 
McNeilly, this wine is almost all Syrah. The aro-
mas are exuberant, with note of huckleberry, plum, 
smoked meat, baking spice, orange peel, cinnamon 
and raspberry. Bountiful fruit flavors coat the pal-
ate, bringing a pleasing sense of purity and more 
restraint than this warm appellation and vintage 
might  suggest. Best by 2021. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

89 Sleight of Hand 2016 The Conjurer Red 
( Columbia Valley). This early release from 

this vintage is a blend of 43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
32% Cabernet Franc, 22% Merlot and 3% Petit 
Verdot. The aromas lean into the green, with notes 
of savory fresh herb along with flower, plum, cherry, 
black currant and spice. Plush ripe blue- and black-
fruit flavors provide appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $28 

89 Sleight of Hand 2015 Sorceress (Columbia 
Valley). The Grenache (60%) comes from 

Upland Vineyard with the Syrah from Les Collines. 
The aromas are unusual, with notes of peanut shell, 
dried and fresh tobacco, flower, green olive, cherry 
and herb. The palate brings more of the same, deliv-
ering a sense of heft along with sweet fruit flavors 
on the finish. It’s an unusual wine. Not for all tastes. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

88 Auclair 2015 Left Blend Artz Vineyard Red 
(Red Mountain). Three-quarters Cabernet 

Sauvignon, with the balance Cabernet Franc (19%) 
and Merlot, aromas of plum, dried cherry, smoke, 
golden raisin and dried herb lead to slightly sweet-
seeming fruit flavors backed by highly structured 

acid and tannins. There are lots of good things going 
on but the fruit seems ever so slightly desiccated. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $48 

88 Auclair 2015 Right Blend Artz Vineyard Red 
(Red Mountain). This wine is two-thirds 

Merlot, with the balance Cabernet Franc. The aro-
mas bring notes of golden raisin box, cedar, anise, 
mineral and cherry, seeming a bit dried out. The 
palate offers a fine sense of structure. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

88 Board Track Racer 2016 The Vincent (Colum-
bia Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 

just about two-thirds of this wine, with the balance 
Merlot and Malbec. Blue fruit, anise, herb and spice 
aromas are at the fore. The palate boasts soft fruit 
flavors that linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Columbia Winery 2015 Vision (Columbia 
Valley). This wine is a blend of Syrah, Gre-

nache and Mourvèdre. Aromas of plum, raspberry 
jam, white pepper and barrel spice lead to full-bod-
ied fruit flavors. Raspberry and plum notes linger on 
the slightly candied finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $42 

88 Numbskull 2016 G-S-M (Columbia Valley). 
Mostly Syrah (82%) along with pinches of 

Grenache (12%) and Mourvèdre (6%), the aromas 
leap up, with notes of boysenberry pie, herb, fresh 
flower and raspberry. The flavors are lighter styled, 
missing in the middle, with a blue-fruit-filled finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

88 Numbskull 2016 Red (Columbia Valley). 
Though not labeled as such, this could be 

a varietal Merlot (78%), with the balance Caber-
net Sauvignon (18%) and Petit Verdot. Exuberant 
aromas of raspberry compote, toast, green herb and 
flower lead to plentiful red- and black-fruit flavors, 
with a toasty finish. It runs a bit hot. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

88 Sleight of Hand 2016 The Spellbinder Red 
(Columbia Valley). This wine is a blend of 

Cabernet Sauvignon (55%), Cabernet Franc (26%), 
Syrah (12%) and Merlot. Aromas of huckleberry, 
plum, fresh herb, green pepper and black currant 
are followed by lighter-styled, easy-drinking blue- 
and black-fruit flavors. Green-pepper notes linger 
on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Sparkman 2014 Stella Mae (Columbia Valley). 
Cabernet Sauvignon (67%) makes up most 

of this wine, with the rest Malbec (22%) and Petit 
Verdot. The aromas bring notes of cherry, raspberry, 
cinnamon, vanilla, green wood and spice. The palate 
shows a sense of ripeness and appeal, still seeming 
bunched up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 
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87 Airfield Estates 2016 Dauntless (Yakima 
 Valley). This wine is principally Merlot 

(62%) and Cabernet Sauvignon (20%), with the rest 
pinches of Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. 
Expressive aromas of huckleberry, jalapeño pepper, 
cherry and wood spice lead to sweet plump fruit fla-
vors, with lightly grainy tannins providing support. 
It’s enjoyable but comes off as quite green. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

87 Airfield Estates 2015 H. Lloyd Miller Founders 
Series (Yakima Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon 

makes up 66% of this wine, with the balance 23% 
Merlot along with smidgens of Cabernet Franc, 
Petit Verdot and Malbec. The aromas bring notes of 
roasted green pepper, raspberry, clove and cherry, 
leaning into the green. The dry lighter-styled palate 
shows more of the same, along with a quite smoky 
finish. The tannins bring some astringency. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

87 Airfield Estates 2015 Hellcat (Yakima Valley). 
This wine is a blend of Tempranillo (81%) 

and Syrah. Aromas of pencil eraser, cherry, sweet 
herb and spice are followed by a tight core of fruit 
flavors with a smoky finish. Firm, lightly grainy tan-
nins provide support. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

87 Airfield Estates 2015 Red (Yakima Valley). 
Principally Cabernet Sauvignon (57%) and 

Merlot (33%) it is finished off with Cabernet Franc, 
 Petit Verdot and Malbec. In this red cocoa, cherry, 
herb, flower and tire-rubber aromas are followed by 
soft plump-feeling fruit flavors. The tannins bring a 
slightly gritty feel. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

87 Helix by Reininger 2014 Pomatia (Columbia 
Valley). Syrah (39%) and Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (36%) take the lead on this wine, with the 
balance Merlot (18%) and Cabernet Franc. The 
aromas bring appeal, with notes of plum, wheat and 
assorted dried herb. The flavors are plump in feel 
but still elegant, wanting a bit more tannic struc-
ture to fully stand them up. Blue-fruit flavors linger 
on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $22 

87 Komodo Dragon 2014 Red (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is 49% Merlot, 30% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 21% Syrah. The aromas offer notes 
of plum, herb and plentiful exotic spice, along with a 
whiff of tire rubber. The palate mixes lighter-styled 
blue- and black-fruit flavors that taper toward the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

86 Board Track Racer 2015 The Shift Red 
(Columbia Valley). This wine is mostly 

Syrah (88%) finished off with Mourvèdre. Unusual, 
not entirely appealing aromas of barbeque sauce, 
smoked ribs and medicine cabinet lead to flat-
seeming fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

86 Cana’s Feast 2013 Two Rivers Red (Columbia 
Valley). This blend of Cabernet Franc, Mal-

bec, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot 
comes from various vineyards in the Horse Heaven 
Hills and Red Mountain. Aromas of raspberry jam, 
cranberry, tire rubber and cherry are followed by 
lighter-styled cranberry flavors that show a sense of 
restraint. Herb and raspberry flavors linger on the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

86 Gravel Bar 2015 Alluvial (Columbia Valley). 
Cabernet Sauvignon (35%), Merlot (30%), 

Cabernet Franc (15%), Malbec and Petit Verdot 
make up this wine. Aromas of ripe black currant, 
 cigar box, dried herb and black cherry are followed 
by lightly sweet, smoky fruit flavors. It brings a 
tacky feel. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Merry Cellars 2015 Crimson Red (Columbia 
Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon (39%) and 

Merlot (28%) make up the majority of this wine, 
with the rest equal parts Merlot, Petit Verdot and 
Cabernet Franc. With all of the fruit coming from 
Stillwater Creek, the aromas bring notes of cherry, 
plum, cedar, herb and spice. The flavors are ripe and 
full in feel, sweet with a slightly tart, bitter finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $32 

86 Sparkman 2014 Ruby Leigh (Columbia 
 Valley). This wine is principally Merlot 

(56%) and Cabernet Franc (22%), with the bal-
ance equal parts Malbec and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
The aromas bring notes of vanilla, spice, freshly 
hewn wood and dried coriander, with the barrel 
influence (only 56% new French) seeming way out 
front. The flavors are lighter in style, with the oak 
winning the day. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

85 Kestrel 2013 Super Yakimae Red (Yakima 
Valley). The anise, cranberry, cherry and 

spice aromas seem a bit dried out. The cranberry 
and raspberry flavors are soft and light, with medic-
inal flavors on the finish.  —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

85 Kestrel 2013 Winemakers Select Series 
 Tribute Red (Yakima Valley). This is an 

unusual blend of Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Petit Verdot, Mourvèdre and Sangiovese. The 
aromas bring notes of cranberry, raspberry, medi-
cine cabinet and herb. The cranberry flavors are soft 
and reserved, with ground cranberry notes on the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Gramercy 2015 The Third Man Grenache 
( Columbia Valley). This wine is three-quar-

ters Grenache, balanced by Syrah (15%), Mourvèdre 

(5%) and Carignan. Lighter in color with a reddish 
tinge, dried and fresh herb, raspberry, plum, dried 
orange-peel, smoked-meat and mineral aromas are 
at the fore, bringing a delightful sense of purity. The 
palate is all about delicacy of the red-fruit flavors, 
showing a reserved styling. An extended juicy finish 
caps it off. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

89 Full Pull & Friends 2012 Olsen Vineyard Gre-
nache (Yakima Valley). Lighter in color, the 

aromas pop, with notes of green olive, potpourri, 
green herb and orange peel. The flavors bring a light, 
elegant styling, providing a lot of interest but not 
fully delivering on the aroma’s promise. Citrus fla-
vors linger on the finish. It’s a pretty interpretation 
of this variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $34 

89 Merry Cellars 2015 Petit Verdot (Colum-
bia Valley). Most of the fruit for this wine 

comes from Stillwater Creek Vineyard and saw no 
new oak. Aromas of black cherry, blackberry, dried 
herb and barrel spice lead to a full-bodied palate 
with a big blast of acidity and firm, slightly dry tan-
nins. It needs some food alongside it to help tame it 
but brings appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $38 

88 Sparkman 2015 Preposterous Malbec (Red 
Mountain). A blend of fruit from Klipsun 

and Angela’s vineyards aged in 17% new French oak, 
cherry, black raspberry, baking spice, anise and dark 
fruit aromas are followed by focused dark-fruit fla-
vors with a citrusy finish. The tannins give a gentle 
squeeze. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

87 Maryhill 2014 McKinley Springs Vineyard 
 Petit Verdot (Horse Heaven Hills). This wine 

is aged in 50% new oak. The aromas are of exotic 
barrel spice, herb, smoke, blackberry and cherry. 
They are followed by full-bodied compact fruit fla-
vors backed by firm tannins and mouthwatering 
acidity. It needs some time to stretch its legs. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

87 Merry Cellars 2014 Seven Hills Vineyard Car-
menère (Walla Walla Valley). Raw, sliced 

banana pepper, ground black-pepper, cinnamon 
and green-herb aromas lead to plump front-loaded 
cherry and pepper flavors that don’t entirely stay 
together throughout. Cranberry notes linger on the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

86 Kestrel 2014 Winemaker’s Select Series 
 Malbec (Yakima Valley). With all of the fruit 

coming from Kestrel Vineyard, aromas of baking 
spice, anise, cherry, medicine cabinet and plum lead 
to elegantly styled fruit flavors that taper toward 
the finish. It’s surprisingly dialed back considering 
the warmth of the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 
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86 Maryhill 2016 Proprietor’s Reserve Oregon 
Mountain Vineyard Pinot Noir (Columbia 

Valley). Pale in color, the aromas bring notes of 
moss, caramel, sweet herb, peppermint, wood spice 
and strawberry. The flavors are quite light and ele-
gant, lacking the concentration to fully deliver and 
seeming a little clunky. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

84 Kestrel 2014 Falcon Series Estate Sangio-
vese (Yakima Valley). Aromas of baking 

spice, vanilla, fruit leather and medicine cabinet 
lead to tart cherry and spice flavors, with the con-
centration a bit dilute. The variety seems hard to 
find. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAY

98 Kistler 2015 Cuvée Cathleen Kistler Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Valley). Made from a 

block within the producer’s vineyard, which has a 
different soil series and clonal selection than the 
rest of the site, this is a stellar, memorable wine 
that’s intensely layered and textured, with last-
ing lingering acidity. Bright and inviting in fennel 
and dried apricot, the broken shale within the soil 
shows itself in stony mineral components of oyster 
shell and white flower, the finish is freshly complex. 
Enjoy best 2021–2025. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $100 

98 Kistler 2015 Stone Flat Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). From a separate block near 

Durell Vineyard, this wine is completely overtaken 
by heady floral and mineral notions of beauty and 
intrigue. High toned and surprisingly delicate, it’s 
buoyant and fresh in crisp green apple and fleshy 
citrus flavors, with medium-bodied weight and 
lovely texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

98 Kistler 2015 Vine Hill Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). This wine is grown in old 

coastal soils and sand, driven greatly by the ground 
underneath it and its surrounding Laguna Ridge 
environment. It has density and energy in equal 
measure, a balance of weighty apple and pear mixed 
in toasted oak and freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

97 Kistler 2015 Dutton Ranch Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). A tightly textured white, 

this is earthy and spicy in Gravenstein apple, blood 
orange and hazelnut—the nuttiness taking on a 
toasted quality that adds warmth and flavor. Bright, 
refreshing and well-rounded, it has concentrated 
richness that finds its balance in juicy acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

97 Ramey 2015 Hyde Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This sources from blocks planted 

in 1991 and 1997, older selections that show grace 
and power in the wine. Exotic in lemongrass, gin-
ger and Asian pear, the vineyard-designate doesn’t 
hold back on supportive Meyer lemon-crisp acidity, 
enough to balance out the richer concentrated fruit 
aspects and classic oak. This is delicious. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

97 Ramey 2015 Rochioli Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). This is such a beauti-

ful wine, incorporating blocks from the nearby Allen 
Vineyard, also farmed by the Rochiolis. Reduced 
nicely on the nose, it’s lemony with a great core 
of juicy acidity around grainy, gravelly texture and 
minerality. With an exotic edge, it finishes elegantly 
in lemon peel and orange blossom. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

96 Hartford Court 2015 Jennifer’s Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Reduced on the nose 

in welcoming, complex ways, this white is intensely 
spiced and earthy, evolving into a light balanced 
take on caramel apple, pear and shavings of lemon 
zest. From a cool windy site in the Sebastopol Hills 
section of the larger appellation, the lemon takes on 
a candied note that boosts the acidity to fresh high-
toned heights. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

96 Kistler 2015 Kistler Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Valley). A clonal exception to the 

majority of this producer’s white wines, the grapes 
for this wine are grown at 1,800-feet elevation from 
Mt. Eden and old Wente clones, technically within 
the new Moon Mountain appellation. It starts 
rich and robust in juicy salty concentration before 
allowing in a streak of bright floral acidity that gives 
it freshness and life. White flower and salty stone 
persist on the palate.  —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $90 

96 Kistler 2015 Trenton Roadhouse Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). From a site awash in 

Goldridge soils, the vines still on AXR rootstock, 
this white offers a wealth of high-toned aromatics, a 
rich robust nose that’s unexpectedly bright, focused 
and fresh. The body takes on more richness and 
density, with highlights of caramel, brioche, fennel 
and salty pear. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

96 Ramey 2015 Woolsey Road Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). This is a 

Martinelli family-farmed site, a mark of excellence 
and history that’s hard to beat. Floral and textured, 
it is marked by bright focused acidity around a core 
of textured baked-apple flavor and hazelnut crème 
brûlée. It tastes complete and complex, with unde-
niable richness and concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

95 Hartford Court 2015 Three Jacks Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Green Valley). From a site 

farmed by the Dutton family, this wine is beauti-
fully aromatic in brioche and honey apple, with light 

toasted oak playing a supporting part. An underly-
ing richness presents as expansive and fleshy on the 
robust palate, with high-toned offerings of peach 
and Gravenstein apple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

95 Kistler 2015 Durell Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This gorgeous white has a 

density and weight to it that never becomes heavy, 
instead remaining complex and steely in character. 
Wet stone, apricot and key lime intermingle effort-
lessly around a core of balanced richness and sup-
portive acidity, the oak well-integrated and nuanced. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

95 Kistler 2015 Hudson Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Carneros). From one of the older blocks 

of the famous vineyard, once looked after by this 
winemaker, this wine is beautifully golden in color 
with a reduced, salty nose of caramelized pretzel. 
Robustly built, it shows fleshy, lush layers of honey 
and tropical richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

95 Kistler 2015 Hyde Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This wine opens in muted aro-

matics that slowly blossom into a shaker of oyster-
shell and saline, a salty and bold character of slate 
and stone that gives it texture and complexity. 
Green apple, quince and white flower mingle on the 
expansive ethereal palate within a medium-bodied 
balanced context of concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

95 Kistler 2015 McCrea Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Mountain). With an underlying 

richness, this medium-bodied white never forgets 
about its throughput of acidity, allowing for an 
undeniable crispness on the palate. Floral on the 
nose in apple and orange blossom, it shows a stony 
character that speaks to mineral components like 
oyster shell and rock. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

95 Ramey 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
This combines grapes from the Martinelli 

family’s Charles Ranch Vineyard in Fort Ross-
Seaview with grapes from Platt Vineyard, a site long 
sourced by Ramey overlooking the Pacific Ocean 
near Freestone, the producer’s coolest-climate site. 
It melds exotic ginger with apple skin, melon rind 
and bright focused acidity that remains fresh, suc-
culent and lingering. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

94 Axr 2014 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). Made 
by winemaker Jean Hoefliger of Alpha 

Omega, this is gorgeous white, fleshy and complex 
in anise, pear and briny green olive. The texture is 
fleshy and balanced in lasting acidity that provides 
a freshness and succulence of great distinction. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 
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94 Barden 2016 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Very tightly focused on the nose, this bot-

tling by Doug Margerum, shows Meyer lemon pith, 
crushed seashells, lime skin and a hint of honey-
suckle on the nose. It’s extremely zippy and racy on 
the palate, with a taut texture that conveys flavors 
of kumquat, lemon-lime and butter-brushed Asian 
pears. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

94 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Califa Estate Grown 
Chardonnay (Edna Valley). For full review 

see page 4. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Hartford Court 2015 Fog Dance Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Green Valley). This is a sub-

stantial complex white, reduced nobly on the nose, 
with an exotic hint of oak spice and matchstick. 
Bright focused acidity lifts a grainy texture of min-
eral-laden stoniness, as high-toned aspects of tan-
gerine and grapefruit underline the freshness that 
lingers with length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

94 Joseph Phelps 2016 Freestone Vineyards 
Estate Grown Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 

For full review see page 5. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

94 Keller 2015 La Cruz Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This white is bold and 

brawny in up-front apple and mango flavors and 
broadly structured and expansive on the palate in 
fleshy lush waves. An exotic back note of vanilla but-
terscotch beckons amid a tight tart finish that fresh-
ens as it lingers. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

94 Ramey 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River Val-
ley). This is one heck of a deal for a wine 

of this quality and substance. Sourced from four 
ranches farmed by the Dutton family, as well as the 
producer’s estate and two Rochioli sites, it shows 
the beauty of blending from such incredible places—
a study in exotic lemony quince and soft supple 
structure. The lasting finish is textured and complex.  
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

94 Ramey 2015 Ritchie Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). The block sourced by 

this producer was planted in 1972 with Old Wente 
clone. The combination of site and winemaker is 
stunningly successful. The grainy, textured wine 
is nutty and boldly laced in crème brûlée richness. 
Integrated vanilla oak gives it additional density as 
supportive acidity freshens flavors of peach, olive 
and apple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Shafer 2016 Red Shoulder Ranch Chardon-
nay (Carneros). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $52 

94 Strange Family Vineyards 2015 Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 11.7% Price: $42 

93 Delgado 2015 Rodgers Creek Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). With a crisp entry 

of green apple and wet stone, this impressive, small-
production offering is effusive in floral highlights of 
jasmine and orange blossom. Buoyantly fresh in the 
glass, it has substantial body weight and texture 
that finishes in a cohesive whole. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

93 Fess Parker 2016 Ashley’s Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

93 Hartford Court 2015 Four Hearts Vineyards 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). From a 

relatively warm site, this wine is rich and tropical, 
with a lovely texture. Sourced from multiple vine-
yards along the Laguna Ridge and from older plant-
ings, it has high-toned aspects of tangerine and 
stone with a warmth of Gravenstein apple and pear. 
The medium structure supports integrated oak and 
body. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

93 Hartford Court 2015 Stone Côte Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This is made from grapes 

grown within a small block of the larger Durell 
Vineyard, on a slope that’s rocky in soil and helps 
impart minerality and an undeniable note of flinty 
stone to the wine. Flowers, earth and dried herb 
persist, with a hint of ginger as the robust palate 
takes on fleshy white-peach and citrus flavors and a 
lasting impression of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

93 Niner 2016 Chardonnay (Edna Valley). For 
full review see page 6. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

93 Ramey 2015 Estate Westside Farms Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). The second 

vintage of this estate wine from the producer’s 
property, this opens luxuriously in butterscotch and 
Gravenstein apple, an inviting combination buoyed 
by a grainy layered texture. The concentrated fla-
vors are balanced well by a juicy core of fresh acid-
ity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Spear 2016 Gnesa Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Chamisal Vineyards 2016 Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

92 Chamisal Vineyards 2015 Chamise Chardon-
nay (Edna Valley). This is the pioneering 

winery’s annual take on the fatter California style 
of Chardonnay, starting with a fat nose of buttery 

baked apples, seared white peach, pillowy meringue 
and pear-laced pastry crust. Cinnamon-laced apple 
pie and buttered toast show on the palate, but 
there’s an underlying citrus freshness that keeps it 
lively. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $75 

92 Comartin 2016 R-Bar-R Ranch Chardonnay 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Broad aromas of 

tangerine rind, tangerine blossom, wet dough and 
soft yellow melon make for a very pleasant start 
to this single-vineyard expression. The palate is 
framed by a powerfully stony grip, which provides a 
serious backbone to the approachable rounded fla-
vors of ripe melon and creamy peach. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

92 D.R. Stephens 2016 Star Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Rutherford). This is a hugely structured, 

boldly layered wine, with strong flavors of quince, 
fig and caramel. The toasty oak is layered within the 
fruit and adds welcome spiciness and lingering tex-
ture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 Fess Parker 2016 Parker West Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Buttered toast, oak, cara-

mel, vanilla, white peach and crème brûlée indi-
cate a very classic Californian style of Chardonnay 
on this bottling, but the winery is well versed in 
honing those elements into a wine that acid-lovers 
will still enjoy. The palate is zippy with acid that 
cuts through flavors of lemon oil, sandalwood and 
poached pears. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

92 J. Lohr 2016 Arroyo Vista Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 Landmark 2015 Hillard Bruce Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). Very firm and tight 

on the nose, this bottling from a vineyard that’s new 
to this label shows yellow-grapefruit rind, freshly 
squeezed lime, sea spray and a hint of hazelnut on 
the nose. Crushed seashell flavors frame the textur-
ally compelling palate, where white cherry, tangerine, 
Bartlett pear and Asian pear flavors converge. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

92 Meyer Family Cellars 2016 Donnelly Creek 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Anderson Valley). 

Medium bodied and very generous in flavor, this is 
a big but well-balanced and well-crafted wine that’s 
suitable for a special occasion. It exudes vanilla, 
cream and toasted baguette aromas and follows 
with rich pear, hazelnut and fig flavors and a good 
lingering finish.  Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

92 Spear 2016 Estate Grown Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $35 
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91 Anaba 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). 
This appellation wine is made from multiple 

single-vineyard sites, and it’s light and floral with a 
fresh focused embrace of grapefruit, Meyer lemon 
and Gravenstein apple. Hints of fennel and orange 
finish out with additional high tones. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

91 Anaba 2015 Dutton Ranch Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

91 Greystone 2015 Chardonnay (California). 
Nicely balanced and full flavored, this 

medium-bodied wine deftly blends buttery, spicy 
notes with fresh, lemony ones for a good, mouth-
coating yet lively sensation on the palate. Made for 
the Culinary Institute in Napa Valley, this is one of 
their best efforts yet. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

91 J. Lohr 2016 October Night Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Jax 2016 Y3 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). For 
full review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2016 South-
worth Estate Grown Chardonnay (Oak Knoll 

District). For full review see page 11. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

90 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.4% Price: $12 

90 Chateau St. Jean 2015 Robert Young Vine-
yard Reserve Chardonnay (Alexander Valley). 

Dark gold in color and marked by a sweetness of 
oak, this wine is intensely layered and full bodied, 
an explosively powerful combination of pineapple, 
baked apple and lemon custard. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Clouds Rest 2014 Allure Reserve Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

90 Fess Parker 2016 Bien Nacido Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). Smashed 

lemon rinds, sandalwood oil, split pine logs and a 
touch of toast show on the nose of this bottling from 
the historic vineyard. It’s fresh on the palate with 
a sharp citrusy edge, which cuts through the fuller 
bodied midpalate flavors of pineapple and melon. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

90 Frostwatch 2015 Chardonnay (Bennett 
Valley). Heady in voluptuous up-front 

oak, this wine’s rich full-bodied character contin-
ues with a taste of brioche and caramel apple. The 

creaminess on the palate is met by buoyant under-
lying acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2016 Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 12. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $31 

90 Keller 2015 Oro De Plata Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). This is a tart briny wine 

from the newly minted Petaluma Gap that hints at 
green olive (the kind found in a Martini glass). Sub-
dued, it offers floral honeysuckle and apple-blossom 
aromas that pair well with notions of green apple. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $34 

90 Ladera 2015 Pillow Road Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). From a site in 

the Sebastopol Hills, this wine offers up-front acid-
ity and freshness, with a floral flourish of rose gar-
den and lavender. On the palate it becomes velvety 
and exotic in nutmeg and cardamom, the fruit, oak 
and acidity integrated well. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Mi Sueño 2015 Chardonnay (Los Carneros). 
Sugary vanilla seasons baked pineapple fla-

vors in this full-bodied concentrated white that’s 
fleshy and plush in richness. The layers are robustly 
structured to hold up to the fruit, with a supportive 
backbone of toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

90 Seven Peaks 2014 Chardonnay (Califor-
nia). This is a bright well-balanced and 

medium-bodied wine with plenty of fruit flavor and 
just-right accents of baking spices and butter. It’s 
very fresh and appley in aroma, hinting at vanilla 
and toasted baguette, then vibrant and fruity on the 
palate, too, thanks to good acidity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

90 Starmont 2015 Chardonnay (Carneros). For 
full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Three Thieves 2016 Chardonnay (California). 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

89 Chateau St. Jean 2015 Durell Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Valley). Reduced slightly 

with a huge heft of oak on the nose, this wine con-
tinues the robust oak theme, taking on toasted 
vanilla and tropical flavors around concentrated 
companions of baked apple and brioche. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

89 NoCurfew 2015 Chardonnay (California). 
Subtlety and minerality give this medium-

bodied wine an appealing profile. It has intriguing 
low-key aromas, and then flavors that build on the 
palate with each sip. Savory, lightly earthy aromas 

set the tone, then somewhat richer fig and pear 
flavors and a nice sense of depth join in. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Barrel Burner 2016 Chardonnay (Central 
Coast). This is likely to become a very 

popular wine, thanks to an inviting nose of lemon 
candy, white peach, pineapple, plumeria and a hint 
of guava, all leveled by a chalky minerality. The pal-
ate is zippy and tense, yet also somewhat crowd-
pleasingly sweet with ripe apple and pear flavors. 
Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Black Stallion 2016 Chardonnay (Napa Val-
ley). Tropical and nutty in tone, this full-

bodied concentrated wine offers robust foundations 
of oak with creamy fulfilling layers of pineapple and 
papaya. There’s a hint of reduction on the nose that 
invites. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Chamisal Vineyards 2016 Chardonnay (Mon-
terey County). Warm aromas of white peach 

meet with blanched almonds and toast on the clean 
and inviting nose of this bottling. There’s a strong 
and likable toasty quality to the palate, topped 
with butter and marmalade. It’s rich, but not overly 
done, cut by a spray of lemon juice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 La Crema 2016 Chardonnay (Monterey). 
Rounded aromas of ripe pear, orange skins, 

poached apple and buttered toast with marmalade 
show on the nose of this bottling. Lemon rinds and 
dried apple slices arise on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 La Crema 2015 Chardonnay (Arroyo Seco). 
Toast, butter, lemon spray and a hint of 

smoke show on the nose of this widely available and 
reliable wine. It’s fresh and zesty on the palate with 
lime peels and Meyer lemon juice, yet there are also 
creamy butter and blanched almond flavors to round 
out the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Lasorda Family WInes 2016 Chardonnay 
(Monterey). Los Angeles Dodgers longtime 

manager Tommy Lasorda’s family is making wine 
now, starting with this bottling that’s loaded with 
aromas of Asian pear, salted lemon, peach blossom 
and custard on the nose. The palate is rounded with 
flavors of creamed pear and then cut with brisk lem-
ony acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Neyers 2016 Chardonnay (Carneros). This 
youthful wine comes out of the gate hugely 

concentrated and big in reduced aromas of oak. 
Voluptously lush in dense flavors of crème brûlée, 
it finds a balance midpalate, buoyed by juicy citrus-
backed acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 
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88 Pacificana 2016 Chardonnay (California). 
There’s a focused-by-intense-smoke qual-

ity to the nose of this bottling, which wafts over 
the fresh Meyer lemon spray and inviting roasted 
Gravenstein apple aromas. It grips the palate right 
away, showing roasted apples, a bit of butter and 
prominent oak. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $17 

88 Rodney Strong 2016 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). Rounded and creamy with a touch 

of citrus, this floral aromatic wine is simple in its 
approachable layering of lemon zest and tropical 
pineapple. The oak is supportive and spicy in vanilla 
bean and nutmeg. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Sarah’s Vineyard 2016 Chardonnay (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). Sandalwood, smoke, lem-

ongrass and lime skins make for an intriguing entry 
to this appellation blend. There is good vibrancy 
to the sip although it is quite ripe, with flavors of 
baked apple and slightly sweet nectarine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

88 Schug 2016 Chardonnay (Carneros). Made 
primarily from estate fruit, this is a full and 

fleshy wine, with robustly integrated offerings of 
rich apple, mango and pear. It has a fresh, layered 
finish that sparks the palate for more. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Steele 2016 Cuvée Chardonnay (California). 
Very fruity, buttery and nearly sweet, this 

wine has a rich soft mouthfeel, plenty of ripe pears 
and pineapples and low acidity. It’s blended from 
grapes grown in Santa Barbara, Sonoma and Men-
docino counties. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

88 Truett Hurst 2015 California Square Chardon-
nay (North Coast). Rich and buttery all the 

way through, this full-bodied wine smells like but-
terscotch and cream, tastes ripe, oaky and full of 
vanilla, and has butter and fig flavors. The texture is 
extremely soft and mouthfilling. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Avant 2016 Chardonnay (California). This is 
a good, reliable unoaked style of wine that 

will please a lot of different drinkers. It has mild 
pear and apple aromas, fresh-tasting fruit flavors 
and a good lively texture that refreshes the mouth. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Bianchi 2016 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
 County). Rounded aromas of Asian pear and 

citrus show on the nose of this bottling. The flavors 
combine lemon juice with tart green apple and a bit 
of nutty warmth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

87 Bota Box NV Chardonnay (California). This is 
a good, middle-of-the-road wine that should 

satisfy a wide range of people. It has appealing apple 
and pear aromas, a fresh but smooth texture and 
light baking-spice flavors to accent the fruit notes. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $23/3 L 

87 Merryvale 2015 Silhouette Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley). Given 16 months in French 

oak, half of it new, this is an oaky, buttery and 
intensely full-bodied wine, thick and rich in baked 
apple and brioche flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

87 River Road 2016 Un-oaked Chardonnay 
(Sonoma County). Dark and golden in color, 

this 100% stainless-steel fermented white is steely 
on the midpalate, with an integrated, rich thread of 
vanilla that gives it a tropical tease of sweetness, 
though the wine finishes dry and defiantly light. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $13 

87 Robert Mondavi 2015 Chardonnay (Napa 
Valley). Tight, integrated oak forms around 

a core of pineapple, sweet vanilla and pear in this 
robust, full-bodied white. Richly textured and lay-
ered, it satisfies in its boldness and lush, plush 
toastiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

87 Sarah’s Vineyard 2016 Estate Chardonnay 
(Santa Clara Valley). The nose on this bot-

tling is extremely shy and reserved at this stage of 
its life, showing light aromas of damp oak and lano-
lin. There is decent tension to the sip, where flavors 
of nectarine, Gravenstein apple and a chalky miner-
ality barely start to show. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $32 

87 Taken Wine Co. 2016 Complicated Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). Pungent in oak and 

strong, warm aromas of crème brûlée, this wine 
offers a lush profile of mango, papaya and baked 
peach, slightly tropical and rich while being mod-
erately balanced and the right kind of rich. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

87 Tuli 2016 Chardonnay (Sonoma County). 
This straightforward approachable wine 

offers a friendly sense of richness, rounded in lush 
apple, mango and integrated oak. The finish is 
bright and fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

86 Altvs 2015 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). This 
wine is intense in acidity, with a sever-

ity that takes time to resolve. The oak is dusted in 
vanilla, adding to an inherent richness of lemon 
meringue and brioche. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

86 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Creamy Chardonnay 
(California). This wine has a deep golden 

color, effusive aromas of butter and caramel and 
other similarly rich flavors that seem to flood the 

palate. It is medium to full bodied, has a smooth, 
almost unctuous texture and lingering butterscotch 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

86 Divum 2016 Chardonnay (Monterey). Very 
shy on the aromas, this bottling slowly 

reveals hints of key lime pith. There is decent tex-
ture and bright acidity on the palate, which is clean 
but only shows hints of a citrus flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

86 Gehricke 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). This is a steely, pretty wine that 

becomes creamy and lush on the palate, with tropi-
cal flavors and toasted oak. Its medium-bodied style 
is food friendly and approachable, with an expan-
siveness that pleases. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

86 Tom Gore 2015 Chardonnay (California). An 
earthy nutty aroma and savory oak-spice 

flavors give this medium-bodied wine an emphasis 
on complexity rather than pure fruitiness. It has 
caramel and browned-butter flavors and a fairly 
rich texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Cannonball 2016 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
County). Light on the nose and crisp on 

the palate, this is a simple, enjoyable white wine, 
smooth and easygoing with highlights of apple and 
melon. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $15 

85 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Crisp Chardonnay 
(California). Very ripe and fruity in flavor, 

this medium-bodied wine is soft in texture, full of 
peach and pear notes and a bit sweet on the finish. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

84 Avalon 2016 Chardonnay (California). This 
wine is overtly buttery, oaky and even 

smoky, showing all those traits in the aroma and 
also in the flavors. It has full body, a fat, mouth-
clinging texture and a spicy wood-smoke and black-
pepper finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

83 AuburnJames 2016 1001 Reserve Chardon-
nay (Coombsville). This wine is intensely 

reduced on the nose, with a strong sense of oak and 
severe acidity that begins to taste of green olive 
before becoming seemingly sweet. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

94 Grey Stack 2017 Rosemary’s Block Dry Stack 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Bennett  Valley). 

For full review see page 5. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 
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93 Lail 2016 Blueprint Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). This barrel-fermented white is 

made from three stellar vineyard sites: Crocker, 
Farella and Rewa, the latter two in Coombsville. 
Philippe Melka makes the wine. Smooth, soft and 
floral, it has citrus-driven acidity that keeps it fresh 
in the glass against a backdrop of stunning complex-
ity and lush texture. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Campos Family Vineyards 2016 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Lodi). This is a live wire of a wine 

from a new family winery. It has arresting aromas of 
white pepper and lemon zest, and vivid and focused 
citrus and mineral flavors that are well supported 
by good acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $27 

91 Frostwatch 2016 Kismet Sauvignon Blanc 
(Bennett Valley). This wine opens, interest-

ingly, with aspects of charcuterie, nuts and oak. 
Robust on the palate in body and texture, it offers 
a wealth of supportive acidity and a brightness of 
grapefruit peel. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $24 

90 Gainey 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). For full review see page 16. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $15 

90 La Honda Winery 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Tangy lime, lem-

ongrass and green grass met with chalky mineral-
ity on the nose of this bottling. It’s crisp and taut 
on the palate, but allows slightly riper Gravenstein 
apple flavors and approachable grassy tones to 
round out the midpalate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

90 RouteStock 2016 Route 29 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Slate and stone provide a 

mineral character to this white wine, fermented in 
both concrete egg and oak. Mouthfilling and youth-
ful, it offers strong flavors of green apple amidst a 
steely, complex body of light-bodied weight. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Alma de Cattleya 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). This bottling is very 

pungent and sharp on the nose with fresh lime-skin 
aromas and hints of green papaya and wet cement. 
The bright tightly woven palate contains cut grass, 
lemongrass and more wet stone flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

89 Clouds Rest 2014 Dutton Shop Block Forbid-
den Sauvignon Blanc (Green Valley). From 

a tremendous site planted with older vines, this 
white is delicious in green apple, melon and rocky 
stone, its texture creamy and somewhat lush. The 
acidity is high pitched and intense yet supportive. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $30 

89 Mt. Konocti Winery 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Big Valley District-Lake County). Herbal, 

piney aromas and vivid lively grapefruit and pine-
apple flavors give this medium-bodied wine lots to 
enjoy. It is smooth and rich in texture and has a lin-
gering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

89 Rodney Strong 2017 Charlotte’s Home Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Northern Sonoma). Flinty with 

an aroma of matchstick, this wine is ultimately fresh 
and fruity in honeydew melon and peach, with an 
ebullience on the palate. Lightweight, it adds high-
lights of grapefruit and lemon on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Dry Creek Vineyard 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Dry Creek Valley). Small amounts of Sau-

vignon Musque and Sauvignon Gris are blended 
within this substantive, lushly built wine, which is 
thick and rich in flavors of peach and vanilla. The 
finish brightens with aromas of jasmine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Dutton Estate 2016 Kylie’s Cuvée Dutton 
Ranch Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River Val-

ley). This wine opens in a wave of bright fresh flavor 
that evolves to present more creamy and substan-
tive body and richness. The highlights are dipped in 
peach, apricot and melon, with a pronounced finish 
of vanilla and cinnamon. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Z. Alexander Brown 2016 Uncaged Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (North Coast). This light-col-

ored and medium-bodied wine has fresh citrus aro-
mas, lemon, apple and vanilla flavors and a rounded 
texture that give it a full mouthfeel. It’s well made 
and well-balanced. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Nottingham Cellars 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Livermore Valley). This medium-bodied 

wine smells at first like toasted garlic and dried 
herbs, but it develops complexity and good fruit 
flavors after airing in the glass and then it deepens 
with each sip. It’s supported by a very lively crisp 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $24 

87 Wise Villa 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Clarks-
burg). Showing a brilliant light-gold color 

and mineral and citrus aromas, this light-bodied 
wine reveals flavors of apple and pear accented by 
vanilla. It’s quite smooth and polished in texture and 
leans toward the soft side in terms of balance. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $33 

86 Bella Grace 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Amador 
County). Very ripe fruit flavors give this 

wine a sense of depth to go with its almost viscous 
texture. It’s full bodied and feels soft in terms of 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Berryhill 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). Aro-
mas of tropical fruit and dried herbs meet 

flavors that are earthy and herbal in this medium-
bodied lively assertive wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $19 

86 Bianchi 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Monterey). 
There’s a struck-match flinty quality to the 

first sniff of this wine, and then come the lemon 
skins and dried Granny Smith apples. It’s much 
cleaner on the palate, full of tangy lime and pome 
fruits. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $18 

86 Kokomo 2017 Timber Crest Vineyard Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Dry Creek Valley). Stone-fruit 

flavors and jasmine aromatics define the core of this 
light-bodied wine, which is stony in mineral tex-
ture with an intense lemony aspect that meets crisp 
green apple. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

86 Lucas & Lewellen 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Barbara County). The nose on this 

bottling is very light with subtle apple and pear aro-
mas. The palate is somewhat flat, with touches of 
apple, grass and wet stones. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

86 Taft Street 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Russian 
River Valley). Stainless-steel fermented, 

this white is fruity and fresh, with a nutty character 
that rides alongside ripe apricot and melon. There’s 
a robust intensity to the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

86 Tom Gore 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
Tangy and fresh, this light-bodied wine 

has a vague citrus aroma, crisp lemony flavors and 
a rather light brisk texture, all of which will be 
appealing on a warm evening.  —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

81 Essentially Geared NV Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-
fornia). This canned wine has a light touch of 

carbonation, almost neutral aromas and rustic but 
drinkable flavors of grapefruit and herbs. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $7/375 ml 

PINOT GRIS / GRIGIO

89 North Coast All Stars 2016 Lichen Estate 
Vineyard Pinot Gris (Anderson Valley). More 

fruity and rich than many examples, this wine from 
a single vineyard in the cool Anderson Valley has 
a ripe apple aroma, mouthfilling apple and melon 
flavors and a smooth texture.  —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

87 Bianchi 2016 Pinot Grigio (Santa Barbara 
County). Honey, pear blossom, banana and 

honeydew aromas make for a fairly reserved but 
clean nose on this bottling, Bright acidity leads the 
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palate, where ripe Asian pear, lemon bar and guava 
flavors provide decent verve. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

87 Saint Gregory 2016 Pinot Gris (Mendocino 
County). This assertive and earthy wine is 

crisp and nervy, showing lively herb, wet stone and 
citrus aromas, crisp apple and lemon flavors and a 
texture that’s firmed up by good fruit acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Three Thieves 2016 Pinot Grigio (California). 
For full review see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

84 Bota Box 2016 Pinot Grigio (California). This 
wine is light-bodied and very straightfor-

ward in flavor, showing modest apple and citrus 
aromas and equally light flavors. It feels soft on the 
palate and carries a hint of sweetness. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $23/3 L 

GEWÜRZTRAMINER

91 Markus Wine Co 2017 Nuvola Grand Island 
Vineyards Gewürztraminer (Clarksburg). This 

dry refreshing wine seems alive with tangy acidity 
and delicate citrus and floral flavors. It feels light 
bodied, crisp and appealing—just the thing for a 
summertime lunch and with simply prepared sea-
food. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $22 

91 Windchaser 2016 Gewürztraminer (Anderson 
Valley). This restrained wine starts with a 

light smoky meaty aroma then has very dry, crisp 
and mineral-like flavors that are ever-so lightly 
accented by floral peachy notes. It feels light bodied 
despite sufficient alcohol, and is beautifully bal-
anced and delicate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.25% Price: $28 

90 V. Sattui 2016 Dry Gewurztraminer (Ander-
son Valley). This ebullient wine has an 

aroma like smoked ham and roses, then sweet-
seeming generous fruit and flower flavors. It is full 
bodied, fairly rich in texture and leaves a lingering 
floral fi nish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $29 

WHITE BLENDS

93 Barden 2016 Fonte (Sta. Rita Hills). Rather 
wondrous aromas of pear peels, nectarine 

flesh, gardenias and crushed chalk become almost 
like a wearable perfume on this blend of 36% Char-
donnay, 32% Pinot Blanc and 32% Pinot Gris. The 
palate is tightly woven and strongly acidic, offering 
flavors of Anjou pear, lime juice and more chalk. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $36 

93 Calluna 2017 Estate Blanc Sauvignon Blanc-
Sémillon (Chalk Hill). This blends 58% Sau-

vignon Blanc and 42% Sémillon, from estate-grown 
grapes at a high-elevation site in the appellation. It 
is barrel-fermented and aged in neutral French oak. 
Floral and pretty on the nose, it is stony and steely 
on the palate, with integrated acidity and nuanced 
oak. Lushly crafted, it’s deliciously complex. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Brick & Mortar 2017 Vin Clair (Napa Valley). 
This is made like a white wine using 52% 

Pinot Noir and 48% Chardonnay grapes, intended 
as a bright, white summer wine that’s highly drink-
able and served chilled. It is indeed quaffable, white 
in color with a citrus-led nose of crisp, focused and 
fresh flavor, marked especially by green apple and a 
hint of cherry. Light in ripeness, it’s a perfect picnic 
wine. —V.B. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

90 Fenestra 2016 True White (California). 
Aromas like green apple slices precede 

flavors like Anjou pears, butter and almonds in 
this  medium- to full-bodied wine that blends the 
unorthodox Verdelho grape variety with Chardon-
nay, Riesling and Sémillon. Crisp acidity matches a 
certain richness for good balance, and helps create 
a lingering attractive finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

89 Blindfold 2016 White (California). This full-
bodied, dry wine has vivid apple and butter 

aromas. The palate is ripe and mouthfilling, with a 
baked-apple flavor and a generous, broad texture. It 
offers the appeal of ripe fruit alongside a luscious 
mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

88 Lion Ranch 2016 Cuvée Blanc (Santa Clara 
Valley). Light pineapple, melon rind and a 

touch of toast show on the nose of this blend of 67% 
Grenache Blanc, 28% Roussanne and 5% Picpoul 
Blanc. The palate is clean and framed by a steely 
tightness and shows light zippy flavors of lemon 
peel and a clay-like minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

88 Naggiar 2017 Mamma Mia Estate (Sierra 
Foothills). Appley floral aromas meet rich 

ripe apple and pear flavors in this generous mouth-
filling and smooth-textured wine. It is medium 
 bodied, fragrant and easy to enjoy, especially with 
an appetizer like smoked trout. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

87 Shadybrook 2015 Platiné Blanc Semillon-
Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). This com-

bines 65% Sémillon and 35% Sauvignon Blanc into 
a fleshy floral expression of textured green apple 
and melon that’s considerably weighty in body and 
ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $45 

86 American House Wine 2016 White (Califor-
nia). Dry and attractively reserved, this 

light-bodied small-production wine smells like flint 
and white pepper, tastes clean and minerally and 
feels crisp on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Apothic 2016 White (California). Light peach 
and apple aromas lead to ripe sweet melon 

and peach flavors and a soft smooth texture. It’s an 
easygoing fruit-forward off-dry wine. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

84 Sol Rouge 2015 Gypsy Blanc (Lake County). 
This white Rhône-style blend has a bright 

gold color, a bit of haziness and some harmless tar-
trate crystals, so it’s easy to guess there was little 
intervention by the winemaker. It has vivid fig and 
almond aromas and a honey-like flavor along with a 
rich texture and a late-harvest character. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Rococo 2017 Chenin Blanc (Santa Barbara 
County). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $24 

91 Thacher 2017 Chenin Blanc (Paso Robles). 
Very floral and pungent aromas of melon, 

poached apple and canned pear make for an intrigu-
ing entry into this bottling. There is tremendous 
zest to the sip, with high-toned citrus flavors lifting 
the apple flavors. It’s very tasty and zippy. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Frostwatch 2016 Semillon (Bennett Valley). 
This is a 100% varietal expression of the 

rare variety, grown in a relatively cool appellation. 
Grainy and thick on the palate, it nonetheless offers 
brightness around a gravelly viscous mineral char-
acter that is highlighted in apple, fig and melon. The 
body is robust and lush. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $24 

90 Niner 2016 Reserve HH Estate Grown Gre-
nache Blanc (Paso Robles). For full review 

see page 14. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Strange Family Vineyards 2015 Blanc Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This is a fascinating 

wine—one of the few white Pinot Noirs from the 
region. It starts with beeswax, yeast and lemon rinds 
on the nose, and then hits the palate both broadly 
and energetically, offering smoked lemon peels, the 
slightest hint of vanilla and more wax. —M.K. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $48 

87 Boeger 2016 Pinot Grande White Pinot Noir 
(El Dorado). Made as a white wine from dark 

Pinot Noir grapes, this medium-bodied wine has 
earthy aromas and savory herbal flavors that give it 
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a rustic character. It has a tartness like grapefruit on 
the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

87 Lorimar 2016 Grenache Blanc (California). 
The nose on this twist-top bottling is a bit 

reductive at first, with a touch of petrol, citrus pith 
and Anjou pear rinds. That petrol quality extends to 
the sip as well, where is fits in with more pear skins 
and some beeswax. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Per Caso 2015 Albariño (Edna Valley). Lemon 
blossom, squeezed lime, yellow grapefruit 

pith and crushed white rocks make for a nose that’s 
screaming high acid. The palate comes through as 
expected, with searing acidity cutting through tangy 
flavors of lemon and yellow apple. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

SPARKLING WINES

96 Roederer Estate 2009 L’Ermitage Brut 
(Anderson Valley). This wine is extremely 

deep, complex and concentrated in flavor while 
maintaining wonderful finesse in texture. It starts 
with fragrant aromas of freshly baked bread and 
cinnamon. Those are followed by a creamy mouth-
feel, pinpoint bubbles and subtle peach, white 
cherry and apricot flavors that are both delicate and 
focused at the same time, leading to a long finish. 
It is so tempting now but best after 2020. Cellar 
Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

95 Domaine Carneros 2011 Le Rêve (Carneros). 
Made entirely from estate-grown Chardon-

nay, this blanc de blancs is heady and intense with 
ample mousse and body. Green-apple Jolly Rancher 
flavor meets steely acidity that takes on a tone of 
wet stone and a focused structure, with a lasting 
impression of pineapple upside-down cake and 
crème brûlée. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $110 

94 Domaine Carneros 2014 Brut Rosé (Carneros). 
From estate-grown grapes, mostly Pinot 

Noir, with 37% Chardonnay, this wine has a lovely 
orange-copper color and intense aromatics of peach 
and apple. Dry and complex, it offers structure and 
beauty in equal measure, with defined acidity and 
lasting freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

94 Domaine Carneros 2012 Le Rêve Rosé (Carne-
ros). With a heady entry of rose petal, this 

sparkling blend is rich, creamy and lush in bold 
flavors of cherry, strawberry and Creamsicle. Inte-
grated and lushly complex, it offers well-defined 
acidity and freshness amidst a crisp layered body of 
delicious flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $135 

92 Domaine Carneros NV Cuvée de la Pompa-
dour Brut Rosé (Carneros). From estate-

grown  Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, this sparkler is 
dry, nutty and spicy, with a creaminess of brioche 
and baked apple. In the glass it evolves to show 
high-toned acidity and a freshness of citrus, with 
grainy texture adding to its complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $37 

91 Gloria Ferrer 2014 Late Disgorged Brut Rosé 
(Carneros). Smooth rounded edges of white 

peach, strawberry and yeasty brioche combine 
effortlessly in this medium-bodied bubbly blend of 
mostly Pinot Noir with 10% Chardonnay. Light and 
dry, it offers just enough richness to match up to 
seafood and appetizers. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

91 Keller 2015 Brut Rosé (Sonoma Coast). A 
blend of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, this 

successful sparkler is rich and expansive in dark 
cherry and strawberry, with bold layers of flavor 
and texture. It offers plenty of acidity to balance the 
lasting lushness on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

88 Barefoot Bubbly NV Brut Cuvée (Califor-
nia). Well balanced, dry and somewhat 

restrained in fruit flavors, this is a classic style of 
brut that will please a lot of different palates. It has 
tiny bubbles that persist in the glass, an elegant, 
crisp mouthfeel and a clean fresh finish. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

88 Strala 2015 Brut Rosé (Napa Valley). A blend 
of 70% Chardonnay and 30% Pinot Noir, 

this méthode Champenoise is dry and fruity, with a 
strong aroma of strawberry on the nose. Approach-
able and fresh, it adds a taste of tangerine to con-
tinuing flavors of strawberry and peach. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $48 

87 Celebrant NV Sparkling (California). Dry but 
very fruity, this wine smells like a bowl full of 

cut apples, oranges and bananas and tastes crisp and 
citrusy as tiny bubbles liven up the palate. It’s light 
in body and has good acidity to keep it lively. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

87 Korbel NV Love Letter Brut Rosé (California). 
This is a hearty, mouthfilling and amply 

fruity wine (in a beautifully jacketed bottle) that is 
scented like strawberries and tastes like cherries, 
and has a touch of sweetness on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

86 Barefoot Bubbly NV Extra Dry (California). 
Fresh, light-bodied and frothy, this wine has 

appealing apple and herb aromas, good green-apple 
flavors and a touch of sweetness that softens the 
texture while very lively bubbles keep it refreshing. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $10 

85 Barefoot Bubbly NV Brut Rosé (California). 
This very approachable wine has fresh and 

peachy aromas, slightly sweet flavors like cotton 
candy and a smooth frothy texture. It’s easy to sip 
and easy to like, especially at this price. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

85 Essentially Geared NV Sparkling (Califor-
nia). This light-bodied canned wine offers 

almond, vanilla and butter aromas, fresh and dry 
lemon and green-apple flavors and fine-grained 
bubbles. —J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $7/375 ml 

ROSÉ OF PINOT NOIR

92 Rodney Strong 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Keller 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This is a lovely aromatic explosion 

of baked strawberry and peach that satisfies in its 
plucky fleshiness on the palate. Juicy and fresh, it’s 
remarkably elegant and crowd-pleasing. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Starmont 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
For full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12% Price: $19 

90 Toad Hollow 2017 Eye of the Toad Dry Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). For full 

review see page 16. Best Buy. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

90 Toulouse 2017 Estate Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). This substantive 

medium-bodied wine smells fruity, tastes refresh-
ing and feels gutsy on the palate as good acidity and 
even a touch of tannin contribute to the texture. 
Grown on the winery property, it tastes bone dry 
and has a lingering finish like a good red Pinot. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Vigilance 2017 Pinot Noir Rosé (California). 
This assertive medium-bodied wine has a 

bright-pink color, vivid raspberry aromas and crisp 
lively berry flavors supported by great acidity. The 
fruit notes deepen on the palate and turn riper and 
more substantial on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

89 Waxwing 2017 Delfina’s Vineyard Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Arroyo Seco). Red plum, straw-

berry, tangerines and clay aromas show on the nose 
of this pink wine. There is decent grip to the sip, 
with plenty of mandarin orange juice and skin fla-
vors, proving quite lively. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

88 Alma de Cattleya 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma County). Soft rounded tones of 
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strawberry, melon and lemon are straightforward 
and likable on the nose of this pink Pinot Noir. The 
palate combines light raspberry and red-apple skins 
with the hint of lime juice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

88 Baldassari Family Wines 2017 Rosé of Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Beautiful pink 

and orange in color, the nose of this wine is akin to a 
Creamsicle, with fresh citrus. The acidity lingers on 
a tart bracing finish. —V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $26 

88 Sus Volans 2016 Estate Whole Cluster Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (Green Valley). Meaty on 

the nose, this wine is tart in citrus and tangerine, 
spritzy, fresh and light bodied. The label is stellar 
and what’s inside will refresh and rejuvenate. This 
is a fun wine. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $24 

87 Y3 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This simple, nutty wine is light in 

refreshing layers of watermelon, strawberry and 
peach. Perfect on a summer day. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

ROSÉ OF GRENACHE

91 Kokomo 2017 Pauline’s Vineyard Grenache 
Rosé (Dry Creek Valley). This is a lovely col-

ored and refreshing wine, well made and satisfy-
ingly thirst-quenching and fresh. Light bodied, it 
shares a wealth of high-toned orange, grapefruit and 
Meyer lemon, the flavors commingling with balance 
and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $26 

90 Kokomo 2017 Grenache Rosé (North Coast). 
Pretty aromatics open into a medium-bod-

ied expression of cherry vanilla and grapefruit. With 
enough body to make for a good pairing with food, 
this wine remains light-bodied and freshly tart in 
acidity, a delicious quaff for an array of settings. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Comartin 2017 Adelaide’s Rosé of Grenache 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Strawberry punch aro-

mas meet with cotton candy on the light but very 
inviting and rounded nose of this Grenache-based 
pink wine. It’s soft on the palate with just enough 
grip to make for a compelling sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $26 

88 Proulx 2017 Willow Creek Farm Rosé of 
 Grenache (Paso Robles). Fairly dark in the 

glass, this Grenache rosé, which includes 19% Cin-
sault, shows raspberry and orange oil on the nose. 
There is persistent acidity and a tactile grip to the 
sip, where orange skin and red pear flavors ride a 
chalky texture. —M.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $26 

88 San Simeon 2017 Stefano Vineyard Rosé of 
Grenache (Paso Robles). A soft pink color, 

this bottling from the Riboli family’s new Stefano 
Vineyard shows watermelon, lime rinds and orange 
on the nose. It’s clean and crisp on the palate with 
lime, strawberry and a fresh acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

ROSÉ OF ZINFANDEL

89 Renwood 2017 Zinfandel Rosé (Amador 
County). Crisp and dry, this very pale-col-

ored peachy tasting light-bodied wine has a lively 
character driven by good fruit acidity. It does a great 
job of cleansing the palate and will be extremely 
food friendly. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

87 HammerSky 2017 Rosé of Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). This bottling of a Zinfandel rosé is 

very darkly hued, showing aromas of dark berries, 
cola and plum. There is decent zip to the sip, with 
heavy flavors of berry, plum skins and darker spices. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $38 

86 Mabera 2016 Estate Collection Zinfandel 
Rosé (Amador County). About as pale in 

color as possible, this dry wine has lively aro-
mas and flavors that resemble prosciutto wrapped 
around a slice of melon. A hint of earthy astringency 
kicks in on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $24 

82 American House Wine 2016 Rosé of Zinfandel 
(California). This lightly sweet and light-

bodied wine made from Zinfandel grapes has a vivid 
pink color, muted aromas and candy-like flavors. It’s 
simple and soft in character. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

OTHER ROSÉS

92 Clos Solène 2017 La Rosé (Paso Robles). A 
very pale pink in color, this blend of 60% 

Grenache, 26% Mourvèdre, 9% Syrah and 5% 
Cinsaut shows squeezed lime, watermelon, pomelo 
pith and a limestone quarry-like aroma on the nose. 
There is tremendous grip and subtle citrus flavors 
on the palate, which is all about brightness, fresh-
ness and texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Decoy 2017 Rosé (California). For full review 
see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Metzker Family Estates 2017 Rosé of Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). This is stainless steel-

fermented and aged wine, whole-cluster pressed, 
that’s juicy and broadly expansive in cherry, citrus 
and peach. Lovely, it is memorably fresh with an 

underlying meatiness that presents like charcuterie, 
with which it would successfully pair. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

91 Three Sticks 2017 Casteñada Rosé (Sonoma 
Coast). Made from Syrah, Grenache and a 

trio of Rhône whites (Viognier, Grenache Blanc and 
Marsanne), this is a delightfully playful wine, pun-
gently floral in wild strawberry, orange and peach. 
Fully explosive in velvety texture, it finishes crisp 
and fresh in acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

90 Brick & Mortar 2017 Rosé (Sonoma Coast). 
Made from 85% Syrah and 15% Pinot 

Noir, this is a saignée that’s bright and meaty, the 
two varieties playing well against each other. Rose, 
earth and grapefruit aromas and flavors open the 
way to additional hits of tangerine and lemon, with 
a directness of fresh acidity helping to radiate fur-
ther freshness on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

90 Proulx 2017 Willow Creek Farm Rosé of Mis-
sion (Paso Robles). Kevin Riley continues 

to make strides in showcasing the historic Mission 
grape. This bottling, which includes 11% Zinfandel, 
9% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre, shows pink grape-
fruit, cotton candy, lemon spray and crushed chalk 
on the nose. There is sizzling acidity on the sip, with 
stony flavors of wet cement that add depth to the 
yellow-peach and lemon-juice elements. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $18 

90 Three Sticks 2016 Casteñada Rosé (Sonoma 
Coast). The Pinot Noir producer offers a 

beautiful expression of rose petal, cherry and straw-
berry in this light, textured wine, which is bright yet 
still has body amidst orange-crisp acidity.  —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

89 Derby 2016 Derby Vineyard Rosé (Paso 
 Robles). This rosé is darker and richer than 

most, but proves quite quaffable. Red plum, sour 
cherry, wet stone and iron aromas lead into an acid-
driven palate of candied cherry, cola and vanilla 
spice. Dynamic and compelling. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Steele 2017 Rosé of Cabernet Franc (Lake 
County). A bright-pink color is followed 

by vivid citrus, cherry and berry flavors in this 
medium-bodied wine. It feels smooth and is on the 
soft side of balance, but retains enough pink-grape-
fruit flavor to stay fresh and inviting. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $17 

89 The Forager 2017 Vin Gris (Mendocino 
 County). Dry and refreshing, this wine has 

light fruit flavors and good balance, a lively texture 
and tangy finish. Aromas like canteloupe and crisp 
apple lead to similar brisk flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 
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88 Day Owl 2017 Rosé (California). For full 
review see page 15. 

abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 High Valley Vineyard 2017 Rosé (High Valley). 
This wine smells fresh and light, and tastes 

crisp and moderately fruity. It strikes a nice balance 
with citrus and raspberry flavors, a light body and 
refreshing acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $27 

88 Kendall-Jackson 2017 Vintner’s Reserve Rosé 
(California). Pale pink in color, this wine 

from the extremely consistent winemakers at K-J is 
delicate without being wimpy. It offers fresh cherry 
and raspberry aromas, crisp acidity and modest 
red-fruit flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Markus Wine Co 2017 Zeal Rosé (Lodi). A 
brilliant pink in color, this wine tastes crisp 

and light despite rather full body. It’s well balanced 
and mouthwatering. Good acidity and light cherry 
and raspberry flavors give it a refreshing aspect. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

88 Summer Water 2017 Rosé (Central Coast). 
This smartly named rosé is a beautiful 

shade of pink, and sports aromas of raspberry, 
melon and flint. The flavors are subtle and soft, with 
watermelon, strawberry and tangerine touches, 
proving easy to like and mellow. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Victor Vineyards 2017 Dry Rosé (Lodi). One 
of the meatier, spicier rosés from California, 

this wine smells like fresh berries and prosciutto, 
and tastes quite substantial. Made from Sangiovese 
grapes, it has more concentration than most and 
keeps improving in the glass. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

87 Bella Grace 2017 Estate Rosé (Amador 
 County). This pale-pink wine has a light 

fresh strawberry and mint aroma, appetizing flavors 
of apple and strawberry on a light smooth texture. 
It’s made from the winery’s own Grenache and 
Mourvèdre vines. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $26 

87 Maddalena 2017 Rosé (Paso Robles). Can-
died raspberry, cranberry, orange juice and 

bubblegum combine for an inviting nose on this 
bottling. It lands on the palate somewhat flat at 
first, but then more intense acid and structure creep 
in, and it’s quite zippy by the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Pulchella 2017 Rogue Rosé (Adelaida Dis-
trict). A very rare rosé of Tannat, this bot-

ling from the Bella Collina Vineyard is rather dark in 
the glass and shows aromas of carnation, cherry and 

black-plum juice. The flavors are very plummy and 
show a bit of baking spice as well. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $40 

87 Rabble 2017 Mossfire Ranch Rosé (Paso 
Robles). Red-cherry-candy aromas meet 

with rose petals and beach sand on the nose of this 
pink wine. There is decent grip to the sip, where 
red-apple and red-pear flavors arise. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Sean Minor 2017 Rosé (California). Light 
water melon and canteloupe flavors and a 

soft texture highlight this medium-bodied wine. 
The acidity is muted, giving a smooth rather than 
crisp mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

87 Terra d’Oro 2017 Rosé (Amador County). This 
light-salmon-colored wine was made from 

the unusual combination of Grenache and Nebbiolo 
grapes. It is light bodied but has substantive quali-
ties like an earthy raspberry aroma and a smooth 
texture that spreads canteloupe and cinnamon over 
the palate.  —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

83 Mancan NV Rosé (California). This wine is 
light coral in color, has modest apple and 

melon aromas and a soft texture that carries mild 
canteloupe flavors. It is low in acidity and may have 
a touch of sugar to soften the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $5/375 ml 

83 Matchbook 2017 Tinto Rey Estate Bottled 
Rosé (Dunnigan Hills). This medium-bodied 

wine is low on fruitiness and soft in terms of mouth-
feel. It has mild melon flavors and little noticeable 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

82 Mt. Konocti Winery 2016 Petite Rosé (Lake 
County). Unusually full bodied for a rosé, 

this wine feels rather fat and mouth-coating, and 
has earthy, almost sweet flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

PINOT NOIR

98 Hartford Court 2015 Seascape Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review 

see page 3. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

98 Three Sticks 2015 Walala Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 3. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

96 Gary Farrell 2015 Rochioli-Allen Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 3. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $80 

96 Hartford Court 2015 Far Coast Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). From a block 

growing at high elevation on the extremes of the 
coast north of Fort Ross, this wine is bright up-front 
with youthful tannins, its center juicy and densely 
packed in mocha, coffee and cocoa powder. Soft and 
structured, the dark cherry and blueberry fruit is 
dusted in dried herb and lavender. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $70 

96 Hartford Court 2015 Land’s Edge Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review 

see page 3. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

96 Kistler 2015 Laguna Ridge Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). This is a wine 

of great concentration and density that’s also savory 
and earthy. Hearty, heady violet-floral aromatics 
make for a grand entry into explosively succulent 
wild strawberry flavor and supple texture. The tan-
nins are robust and rounded and there’s a delicate 
layering of white and black pepper that dominates on 
the finish. Enjoy best 2020–2030. Cellar Selection. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $90 

96 Three Sticks 2015 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 3.
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

95 Gary Farrell 2015 Hallberg Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 4. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

95 Hanzell 2014 Ambassador’s 1953 Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Valley). This wine is 

gorgeously floral, with a pretty nose, inviting in 
its formidable blend of savory spicy tartness and 
intrigue. The fruit leans into elegant flavors of 
strawberry and orange peel—a backdrop of rose 
petal and lavender in the background. A grainy, tex-
tured finish sears into the brain’s memory with a 
pleasing length and breadth. —V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $145 

95 Joseph Phelps 2015 Freestone Vineyards 
Estate Grown  Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

For full review see page 4. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $60 

95 Kistler 2015 Cuvée Natalie Silver Belt Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Warm 

baking spices ride along a contour of juicy spiced 
plum, cherry and strawberry in this medium-bod-
ied youthful wine. Expansive on the palate, it offers 
underlying structure and a boldness of polished 
tannin and integrated oak. Still, it will do well in 
the cellar: enjoy best 2025–2030. Cellar Selection. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $100 
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94 Dutton-Goldfield 2015 Dutton Ranch Emer-
ald Ridge Vineyard Pinot Noir (Green Valley). 

For full review see page 4. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

94 Goldeneye 2015 Gowan Creek Vineyard  Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $84 

94 Hartford Court 2015 Fog Dance Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Green Valley). This wine is 

slightly reductive on the nose, and tannic in its 
youth, with a strong floral component that bright-
ens the proceedings. From a foggy hillside site over-
looking Forestville, it sings in forest pine, tart tangy 
blood-orange acidity and sprinkles of Asian spice 
and soy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

94 Hartford Court 2015 Hailey’s Block Pinot 
Noir (Green Valley). This wine speaks to 

cool-climate sensibilities, fleshy and fruity with a 
vibrancy and intensity. Sage, thyme and forest floor 
fill the nose before unleashing full-bodied succulent 
flavors of strawberry and raspberry that take on a 
kirsch-like complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

94 Hartford Court 2015 Jennifer’s Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine has a tan-

nic intensity to it and a depth of rich red fruit. Rose 
and lavender aromatics season a seductively velvety 
texture of leather, nutmeg and Asian spice, the spic-
iness warming and muscular within a full-bodied 
boldly ripe core. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $70 

94 Hartford Court 2015 MacLean’s Block Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Velvety and lux-

urious on the nose, this is named for the producers’ 
son and is from a vineyard near the coastal town of 
Occidental. Dark cherry and chocolate travel along 
a smooth spicy thoroughfare of integrated oak and 
tannin, the body bold and full bodied. Forest pine 
and orange peel add complex nuances of aroma and 
flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $70 

94 Pescadero Creek 2014 Pascale Pinot Noir 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Dark in the glass, 

this bottling from an extremely coastal vineyard 
shows black plum, intense cola, baked earth and 
hints of bay leaf and white pepper on the nose. 
Framed by bright acidity and a tight structure, the 
palate is savory with salt and pepper, salted plum 
and hibiscus flavors. It is a thought-provoking wine. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $80 

94 Ram’s Gate 2015 Ulises Valdez Silver Eagle 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

From a site high above Green Valley, typically above 
the fog and in view of the ocean, this is a spicy, 
forested and savory wine, textured like nobody’s 

business. Rhubarb, cranberry and wild strawberry 
attempt to intrude, and do quietly, but it’s the car-
damom and white pepper that persist most emphati-
cally. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $76 

94 Talley 2015 Rosemary’s Vineyard Estate 
Bottled Pinot Noir (Arroyo Grande Valley). 

For full review see page 5. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

94 Three Sticks 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Juicy with explosive acidity, this is 

made from vineyards across the appellation and is 
a fine showcase of its decadent grace and beauty. 
Delectable, it has a fleshy midpalate with lasting 
notions of cardamom, forest spice and wild pome-
granate, with a depth of structure and balanced 
weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). For full review see page 6. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $39 

93 B Cellars 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Robustly aromatic in earth and a happy 

explosion of wild strawberry, with a hit of tangerine 
tanginess, this wine is well-made and integrated. 
The tannins are textured and add complexity with-
out getting in the way, and serve as an overall bal-
ance to the ripeness and fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

93 Big Basin 2015 Lester Family Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Bradley Brown 

opted for 70% whole cluster on this forest-spiced 
bottling, and the result is a nose full of green pepper-
corns, tangy green plum, fennel and tapenade. That 
olive element is also strong on the sip, where green 
sage, thyme, marjoram, juniper and tangy under ripe 
plum flavors keep the palate entertained. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

93 Clos de la Tech 2005 Domaine du Docteur 
Rodgers Pinot Noir (San Francisco Bay). For 

full review see page 6. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $200 

93 Clos de la Tech 2005 Domaine Valeta Sunny 
Slope Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

The aromatic and flavor profiles of this series of 
aged-to-release wines, grown on a dramatic slope 
atop the Santa Cruz Mountains, are unlike any oth-
ers. Scents of moist earth and turned loam meet 
with dried mint, chocolate, soy and black cherry 
reduction on the nose. The palate adds juniper, 
mulch, pepper and plum to the mix, framed by a 
firm tannic structure and yet soft mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $200 

93 Goldeneye 2015 Split Rail Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Anderson Valley). Nuances of cinnamon, 

cedar and wood smoke fill the aroma of this full-

bodied velvet-textured wine and lead to ample ripe 
black-cherry and raspberry flavors. It has a nicely 
oaky profile that’s easily matched by the power of 
the fruit component, and supported by moderate 
tannins that add some grip to the texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $84 

93 Goldeneye 2015 The Narrows Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This is a bold wine 

that pushes the envelope in terms of ripeness and 
power. Hints of butter and caramel in the aroma 
lead to broad, ripe, almost roasted fruit flavors and a 
rather viscous texture that clings to the sides of the 
mouth and helps extend the finish for 30 seconds. 
Best after 2022. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $84 

93 Hartford Court 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

93 Hartford Court 2015 Sevens Bench Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). This earthy wine is 

not loud on the nose in fruit tones, yet brings notes 
of mushroom, chalky, soot and compost to the fore. 
It’s tannic and dense on the palate, with a forest-
floor character alongside notes of savory Asian spice 
and ripe red fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $70 

93 Samuel Louis Smith 2016 Albatross Ridge 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Monterey). Samuel 

Smith, who also works for Morgan Winery, is a 
young winemaker to watch, and he got his hands on 
fruit from an epic vineyard for this wine. Aromas of 
framboise, wild thyme, tea and cigar box lead into a 
lively palate full of pomegranate and nutmeg spice. 
The texture, taut yet mouthfilling, is even more fas-
cinating. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $44 

93 Spear 2016 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

92 Barden 2016 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Concentrated aromas of black cherry meet 

with wondrous amounts of clove, star anise, chapar-
ral and sharper mulling spices on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate starts with a powerful pepper-
corn spice before diving into slightly sour pomegran-
ate, lifted with bits of thyme and anise on the finish. 
Patience will reward on this wine. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $68 

92 Blue Farm 2015 King Ridge Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). Tangy and high 

in acidity, this red-fruit-rich wine offers weight and 
expansiveness on the palate, around a core of full-
bodied tannins. The concentration and density of 
the vintage shows, suggesting a decant or cellaring. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $85 
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92 Domaine Carneros 2015 Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir (Carneros). This is a lengthy and struc-

tured wine, made from four estate-farmed vine-
yards in the appellation. Tangy in cherry and straw-
berry, it is exotically earthy, with highlights of black 
tea, cinnamon and wild mushroom. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

92 Goldeneye 2015 Confluence Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Generous oak spices 

light up the aromas and flavors of this full-bodied 
and gentle-textured wine. Notes of cinnamon, 
vanilla and nutmeg join soft ripe black-plum, spiced 
cherry and black-tea flavors for a complex palate 
impression. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $84 

92 Hanzell 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Valley). 
Pungent layers of earthiness, a mix of black 

tea, compost, clove and forest pine, are at the fore-
front of this structured, densely packed red. The 
fruit in this wine shows a lean tart slice of wild 
strawberry and cranberry. The body is structured 
and elegant, with plenty of complexity for aging. 
Enjoy 2020–2024. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $98 

92 Hitching Post 2015 Highliner Pinot Noir (Santa 
Barbara County). Hefty aromas of blackberry 

and mulberry are spiced by menthol and fennel 
pollen, and given complexity by a prosciutto-like 
savory quality on the nose of this bottling. The pal-
ate combines pomegranate, dried plum and purple-
flower flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $44 

92 Hitching Post 2015 St. Rita’s Earth Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Sour cherry, turned earth, 

eucalyptus oil and a touch of game show on the 
nose of this bottling from Gray Hartley and Frank 
Ostini. There’s a menthol touch to the palate, where 
roasted boar and dark berry flavors make for an 
intriguing combination. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

92 Iron Horse 2015 Home Block Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 13.3% Price: $85 

92 Joyce 2016 Submarine Canyon Pinot Noir 
(Monterey County). To find such a delicious, 

lively and fresh Pinot Noir at this price is always 
a revelation. Aromas of candied strawberry, red 
plums, rose petals and a pinch of herbs lead into 
a more herbally driven palate, full of oregano and 
fennel. But the bright pomegranate and red-cherry 
hedonism prevails, finishing with a touch of French 
toast. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

92 Ram’s Gate 2015 El Diablo Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). From a site 

farmed by the great vineyard visionary Ulises Val-
dez, El Diablo lives up to its name, with a grainy 
texture of muscular strength and power. It settles to 

reveal unexpected layers of dried herb, forest floor 
and strawberry-rhubarb, the mix well within a full-
bodied frame of ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $76 

92 Samsara 2014 Las Hermanas Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This is a well-rounded 

approachable bottling, starting with a nose of baked 
cherry, clove, cardamom and crushed slate. The pal-
ate offers a touch of thyme and fennel spice before 
the solid energy and firm structure let the plum fla-
vors take hold. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

92 Siduri 2017 Lemoravo Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Deep black-plum 

sauce, cocoa powder, black pepper, dark loam and 
vanilla show on the nose of this bottling from an 
unfamiliar vineyard by Adam Lee. The flavors are 
deep and dark but full of energy, with white pep-
per and plum jelly riding a relatively lighter frame. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

91 Blue Farm 2015 Anne Katherina Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). From an estate-farmed 

property, this tiny production is robust in thick, 
dense black cherry, black licorice and leather. The 
core of the wine’s full-bodied profile is juicy, rich 
and concentrated. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Chalk Hill 2016 Mt Eden Clone Pinot Noir 
(Chalk Hill). Smoked meat rides along a richly 

interwoven body of dark fruit and cardamom in this 
exotic expansive wine that’s made in a burly style. 
The oak presents as lightly charred and dipped in 
rose petal. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

91 Divum 2015 Pinot Noir (Monterey). There’s a 
great animalistic streak on this bottling by 

fourth-generation farmers Tom and Rob Franscioni, 
with aromas of game hide as well as bursting cran-
berries and wet slate on the nose. The animal fla-
vors meet with campfire smoke on the palate, with 
supportive red fruit, acidity and tannins to hold it 
all together. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

91 Goldeneye 2015 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

91 Hitching Post 2015 Cork Dancer Pinot Noir 
(Santa Barbara County). Dried strawberries, 

Bing cherries and plum skins meet with savory ele-
ments of soy, sesame and nori wrap on the nose of 
this affordably priced bottling. There’s an iodine 
touch to the palate, where intriguing flavors of black 
cherry, sumac and violets arise. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

91 Hitching Post 2015 Pinot Noir (Santa Maria 
Valley). Nice plump red cherries, baking 

spice, thyme and sagebrush show on the nose of this 
appellation blend. It’s tightly wound on the palate 
at first, and then the joyous red-fruit tones emerge, 
with hints of chaparral spice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 MacRostie 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
 Valley). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

91 MacRostie 2015 Wildcat Mountain Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Exotic in wild mushroom 

and forest floor, this wine is tannic with plenty of 
body and power, seasoned in savory Asian spice and 
a lasting lushness of dark cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $56 

91 Meyer Family Cellars 2016 Peterson Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Mendocino). Elegant and well bal-

anced, this medium-bodied wine smells like roses 
and black cherries, has concentrated and focused 
fruit flavors, and a light grip in the texture due to 
moderate lip-smacking tannins and fresh acidity. 
It’s very attractive in a somewhat lean style. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

91 Sculpterra 2015 Pinot Noir (Paso Robles). 
Lighter in body and color, yet full of exotic 

plum, mulberry, sumac and cinnamon aromas, 
this is a very fresh and taut Pinot Noir from Paso 
Robles. It’s full in body despite its light color, with 
brilliant acidity and snappy mouthfilling flavors of 
raspberry, cranberry, fennel pollen and soy. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $30 

91 Verada 2016 Tri-County Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey County-Sonoma County-Santa Barbara 

 County). This is a snappy yet flavorful wine with an 
expressive aroma of toasted oak, cranberry, cherry 
and black tea, and flavors that are just-ripe and 
centered around tasty black cherry. It is medium- to 
full-bodied, has moderate tannins, good acidity and 
a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $18 

90 Blue Farm 2015 1861 Vineyard Estate 
Farmed Pinot Noir (Sonoma Valley). Made 

in tiny amounts, this wine is all about earthy com-
post and rose garden, thick in tannins and a weighty 
density that shows a committed concentration of 
tangy fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

90 Camlow 2014 Pinot Noir (Green Valley). 
Subdued in forest floor and earthy com-

post, this wine is fresh and spicy in equal measure, 
with a medium-bodied ripeness and embrace of 
black cherry and cola. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

90 Dutton-Goldfield 2016 Dutton Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). From a selection 

of fine vineyards from throughout the appellation, 
this wine impresses in its stemmy earthy character 
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of forest pine and fresh light-bodied juicy layers of 
strawberry, rhubarb and tangerine. This is a widely 
appealing wine that’s balanced and bright. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

90 Hitching Post 2015 Hometown Pinot Noir 
(Central Coast). This winery’s restaurant 

background helps deliver wines like this that are 
perfect for the table but won’t break the bank. Aro-
mas of decomposing roses, cranberry-orange-pome-
granate compote and turned earth lead into a rustic 
palate of muddled red currants and baked soils. The 
acid and grip are just fine. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 Keller 2015 La Cruz Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Light in color this wine 

is earthy in forest pine and Asian spice, the texture 
quiet in subdued fruit flavors of cranberry and wild 
strawberry. The structured, medium-bodied, vine-
yard designate is exotic in additional contours of 
citrus. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

90 Kitson 2016 Pinot Noir (North Coast). 
Tightly wound, this medium-bodied wine 

has straightforward light-red-cherry and raspberry 
flavors and a rather lean mouthfeel that comes with 
good acidity and light tannnins. With time in the 
glass it also develops tea leaf and tobacco nuances 
that add good complexity. Best after 2020. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

90 Longboard 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Dark fruit and subtle cinnamon 

combine with grace and effortless simplicity in this 
wine, which is tart in acidity and notions of citrus 
and toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Estate Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). For full 

review see page 13. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

90 MacRostie 2015 Klopp Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Tannic up front, 

with a full-bodied density and layered concentra-
tion, this big bold wine shines in floral rose and lav-
ender, with powerful flavors of strawberry, brioche 
and Asian spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $56 

90 Magna Porcum 2014 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). Moderately structured and 

ripe, this velvety wine is smoothly textured and 
highlighted in fresh flavors of raspberry and straw-
berry. The secondary characteristics are spicy and 
full of forest floor and cardamom intrigue. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

90 Marimar Estate 2014 Mas Cavalls Doña Mar-
garita Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

For full review see page 13. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47 

90 Ram’s Gate 2015 Roberts Road Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is an ele-

gant, deceptively delicate wine that builds body and 
texture in the glass. Tangy orange and cranberry ele-
ments emphasize naturally high acidity and a min-
eral component of rose petal and dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $72 

90 Siduri 2016 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Deep aromas of black-plum sauce, 

dark rose petals, sugar plums and roasted pork show 
on the nose of this appellation blend by Adam Lee. 
Freshly cut plums, cherry pits, squeezed cranber-
ries and cocoa show on the vivacious sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $34 

90 Strange Family Vineyards 2014 Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). There are wild aromas of 

kelp, iodine and leather on the nose of this bot-
tling, as well as more typical touches of sagebrush, 
mulberry and cherry juice. The palate shows earthy 
forest-floor flavors, alongside orange rind and very 
tangy plum skins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

90 Talley 2015 Rincon Vineyard Pinot Noir 
( Arroyo Grande Valley). This bottling is 

about as delicate as it gets for Pinot Noir in Cali-
fornia, with light aromas of raspberry sorbet and 
licorice candy on the nose. There is compelling ten-
sion to the palate, where shy flavors of cranberry 
and hibiscus arise. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $64 

90 Three Sticks 2015 Cuvée Eva Marie Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is from the pro-

ducer’s One Sky Vineyard, a site that sits at 1,400 
feet, influenced by coastal fog. Densely concen-
trated, it offers layers of rhubarb, cranberry and 
wild strawberry, a tartness that teases in between 
layers of texture and grainy oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $90 

89 Longboard 2016 Mystos Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). A velvety texture supports 

brooding notions of baked strawberry and chocolate 
in this concentrated wine that’s soft and supple in 
tannins and has a pronounced underlying note of 
oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

89 North Coast All Stars 2016 Lichen Estate 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 

Nicely focused cherry flavors and great balance 
make this medium-bodied wine both lively and 
satisfying to sip. Hints of mint and cinnamon add 
some complexity to the fresh fruit notes and there 
are light tannins to lend a welcome grip on the pal-
ate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

89 Samsara 2014 Melville Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Focused, somewhat shy 

aromas of fruit punch and thyme show on the deli-
cate nose of this bottling. The palate offers tart red-

fruit flavors and a pinch of herbs, proving fresh, 
easy and not particularly complex. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

89 Samsara 2014 Rancho La Vina Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Cherry juice, grenadine, 

white pepper, turned earth and damp wood show 
on the somewhat subtle nose of this single-vineyard 
expression. Stewed raspberries make for a slightly 
cooked flavor, lifted by baking spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $56 

89 Sean Minor 2016 Sangiacomo Roberts 
Road Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

Intensely herbal and earthy, this wine also shows 
a hint of reduction on the nose that integrates into 
the thick rich palate of strawberry and cherry. The 
fruit takes on concentrated jammy texture that 
speaks to its bigger style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

89 Waxwing 2016 Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Moun-
tains). Rustic aromas of baked earth, red 

cherry sauce, dark plum and slightly burned ginger-
bread show on the nose of this appellation blend. 
It’s quite dark on the palate, with deep plum and 
boysenberry flavors, framed by decent acidity and 
a firm structure. Nothing sticks out, for better and 
worse. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

88 Bogle 2015 Pinot Noir (California). For full 
review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

88 Chloe 2016 Pinot Noir (Monterey County). 
Baked cherry, boysenberry, violet and bak-

ing spice show on the nose of this widely available 
bottling. Clean crisp flavors of red currant are tart, 
tightly wound and zippy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Dutton-Goldfield 2015 Dutton Ranch Free-
stone Hill Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian 

River Valley). From a coastal site, this wine exudes 
notes of forest pine, rose petal and dried herbs. The 
thickly textured core of ripe fruit offers weight and 
youthful complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

88 La Crema 2014 Panorama Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Arroyo Seco). The red fruit and flower 

petals that show on the nose of this bottling are 
overwhelmed by a clay-like muddy aroma of turned 
earth. The palate offers cohesive flavors of boy-
senberry and black raspberry, and that earthy clay 
component does also arise toward the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Raeburn 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
 Valley). This wine is made in a big rich 

style, concentrated and extracted in robust flavors 
of vanilla cream soda and Bing cherry. It appeals 
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in its approachability and soft smooth contours of 
mellow texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Replica 2016 Label Envy Pinot Noir (North 
Coast). This wine has a delicious, appetiz-

ing, tart cherry character supported by firm tannins 
and good acidity, so it’s lively on the palate. Touches 
of baking spices add to the vivid strawberry flavors. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Samsara 2014 Cargasacchi Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Concentrated aromas 

of grenadine and sumac are almost too intense on 
the nose of this bottling. The palate is also quite 
thick, with extracted cherry and raspberry flavors 
lifted by sage oil and wood spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $56 

88 Sculpterra 2016 Heroe Pinot Noir (Paso 
Robles). Rust and wet gravel aromas meet 

with rhubarb, macerated strawberry and carnations 
on the nose of this bottling, a rare Pinot Noir from 
Paso Robles. The rusty character extends to the pal-
ate, which it gains rose hip, dried mint, cranberry 
and vanilla flavors. The acid is bright throughout. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Toulouse 2014 Estate Hungarian Oak Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This is a sturdy 

palate-gripping wine with a good lean texture and 
firm tannins. The aromas capture forest floor, black 
pepper and earthy nuances and the flavors are tart 
and tea-like. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

87 Bravium 2016 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
This is a refreshing, narrowly focused wine 

with lively acidity and firm tannins surrounding 
tart raspberry and cranberry flavors. Maybe not 
ideal as a cocktail, but it will make a good foil for 
roasted birds or beef. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $22 

87 Domaine Carneros 2015 The Famous Gate 
 Pinot Noir (Carneros). From an estate-grown, 

single site, this wine is warming and tangy, as well 
as soft and simple. It is also varietal in its offering of 
rhubarb and cranberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $80 

87 ZD 2016 Pinot Noir (Carneros). This wine 
is earthy and herbal, with a slightly car-

bonic effervescence that’s both fresh and distract-
ing. Cranberry and rhubarb highlight a moderate 
structure with sparks of forest floor and cardamom. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $56 

86 Folly of the Beast 2016 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). Red-fruit aromas meet with flower 

petals and a touch of earth on the simple nose of 

this bottling. More tangy red fruits show on the pal-
ate along with chaparral herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

86 Schug 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This 
wine has a tenacious hold of herbaceous 

character—bay leaf predominantly—that empha-
sizes its light-bodied leanness and cool-climate 
beginnings. The oak is quiet and in the background. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

86 Spellbound 2016 Pinot Noir (California). 
Lots of fruit flavor and a smooth but firm 

texture make this medium-bodied wine easy to 
appreciate. There is little oak influence so the fresh 
and focused cherry and berry flavors take the lead. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Davine Cellars 2014 Muns Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). This is an 

extremely overripe and concentrated take on Pinot 
Noir that’s uncommon for the region. Aromas of 
concentrated boysenberry and reduced cherry juice 
are quite syrupy. The dark heavy palate offers black-
plum-jam flavors that are nearing prunes. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $42 

85 Prophecy 2016 Pinot Noir (California). Very 
ripe and jammy tasting, this wine floods the 

palate with cherry and berry flavors and a hint of 
sweetness that makes the texture soft. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

85 Windchaser 2015 Pinot Noir (Anderson 
 Valley). This is a straightforward red wine 

with a firm texture and monolithic fruit flavors. It 
is medium bodied, lightly tannic and has a touch of 
herbs to accent subdued black cherry. —J.G. 
abv: 13.72% Price: $40 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

95 Far Niente 2015 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review see 

page 3. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $170 

95 Trujillo 2014 Gary Morisoli Vineyard Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). For full 

review see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $130 

94 Bella Union 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

94 Lail 2015 Blueprint Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 5. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

94 Nickel & Nickel 2015 C.C. Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). For full review see 

page 5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $115 

94 Obsidian Ridge 2015 Half Mile 2640’ Caber-
net Sauvignon (Red Hills Lake County). For 

full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Nellcôte 2014 500 Chevaux Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

6. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $225 

93 Nottingham Cellars 2014 Smith Ranch Caber-
net Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). This is a 

serious, sculpted wine with expressive floral, cedar 
and violet aromas, deep and concentrated cassis 
and black-cherry flavors and a firm tannic but vel-
vety texture. It has complexity and fruit in spades 
and will be even better with time. Best after 2023. 
Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Trujillo 2014 Henry Brothers Vineyard 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Howell Moun-

tain). This is a thick concentrated mountain wine, 
jammy in rich fruit best described as dark cherry, 
mocha and vanilla. The voluptuousness holds its 
own against a steep cliff of rocky mineral notes and 
supportive acidity. The wine is well-served by small 
additions of Cabernet Franc, which add floral violet 
aromas, as well as Merlot, Petit Verdot and Malbec. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $130 

92 Ackerman Family Vineyards 2014 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Coombsville). A 100% varietal 

wine, this is soft and subdued, with a woody tinge 
on the nose of eucalyptus and bay leaf. Expansive 
and juicy, it offers succulent black fruit, tobacco and 
tangy toasted oak, finishing balanced in medium-
bodied weight and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

92 Las Positas 2014 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). An attrac-

tive perfume of violet, tobacco and cedar leads to 
rich, pure fruit flavors that are carefully accented 
by subtle oaky notes of cinnamon and nutmeg. The 
wine has good depth and complexity along with an 
appropriately firm and gripping texture due to mod-
erate tannins. Expect this to improve with time. It 
will be best after 2023. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $58 

92 Las Positas 2014 Reserve Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). Mint, cedar 

and cigar-box aromas precede fresh concentrated 
flavors of black cherry and blackberry in this full 
bodied and nicely tannic wine. It has a gripping tex-
ture that will work well with big proteins, and eases 
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that structure with generous fruit and spice notes 
on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $68 

92 Nottingham Cellars 2015 JHC Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Livermore Valley). A gorgeous and 

perfumed French oak aroma joins seamlessly with 
ripe and lush black-cherry and blueberry flavors 
in this full-bodied muscular wine. The texture is 
mouthfilling due to an abundance of fine-grained 
tannins that give the wine wonderful grip on the 
palate. Best after 2023. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

92 Nottingham Cellars 2014 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Livermore Valley). Complex aromas 

and rich full fruit and spice flavors drive this full-
bodied mouthfilling wine. The aroma gives cedar 
and nutmeg, the flavors evoke black cherry, clove 
and blackberry, while the texture is moderately 
tannic yet still plush and soothing. Best after 2023. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

92 Obsidian Ridge 2015 Estate Grown Obsidian 
Ridge Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 

Hills Lake County). For full review see page 8. Edi-
tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

92 PreVail 2013 Back Forty Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). This robust wine hails 

from a 40-acre site at 1,100-feet in elevation. It 
speaks to mountainous cedar, dried herb, sage and 
dusty clove components, the body is full bodied and 
well-integrated in oak and tannin, with a finishing 
touch of tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $90 

91 J. Lohr 2015 Hilltop Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 10. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

91 Nickel & Nickel 2015 John C. Sullenger Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). For full 

review see page 11. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $115 

91 Nottingham Cellars 2014 Casa De Vinas Caber-
net Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). This bold 

and firmly structured wine has effusive fruit aro-
mas and flavors, full body and plenty of fine-grained 
tannins for a gripping mouthfeel. It smells intensely 
like cranberries and black cherries and tastes vivid, 
tart and fruit-focused. It is well-built for aging and 
should improve through at least 2023. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

91 Trujillo 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). This lengthy, robust and well-integrated 

wine is smoothly layered in mocha, toasted oak 
and coconut flavors. It is soft on the palate, with 
ripe blackberry and currant tones. Small amounts 

of Cabernet Franc, Merlot and Petit Verdot are 
blended in. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Vineyard 511 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Dia-
mond Mountain District). This wine offers 

tones of anise, black currant and sage that play 
along a thread of forceful tannin and French oak. 
The palate offers a density of jammy cherry and dark 
chocolate that persists through a spicy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $149 

90 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2014 Madden Caber-
net Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Freakshow 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
For full review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Hoyt Family Vineyards 2012 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). Concentrated black-

currant aromas meet with dark spices on the unc-
tuous nose of this bottling from a winery based in 
Malibu. The palate impresses much more, with pol-
ished tannins and a soft mouthfeel carrying flavors 
of blackberry paste, licorice and vanilla. Though six-
years-old, it’s barely starting to show its age. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $60 

90 JaM 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 
True to its name, this bold and full-bodied 

wine does have a jammy character like well-ripened 
blackberries, but it stops short of sweetness. It 
shows a lot of fruit concentration, mild oak spices 
and a good velvety layer of tannin to make it lip-
smacking. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $18 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Estate Vineyards 
Valley View Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Santa Ynez  Valley). For full review see page 13. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Melmar Wines 2014 Signature Edition Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Oakville). Soft integrated 

tannins support an expansive, succulent midpalate 
of cassis, currant and cherry in this full-bodied, 
well-made wine. The oak is moderate and adds tex-
ture and spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $99 

90 Michael David 2015 Earthquake Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Lodi). For full review see page 

13. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $26 

90 Mt. Konocti Winery 2014 Lower Lake Caber-
net Sauvignon (Lake County). Brawny and 

meaty, this full-bodied wine has spicy, oaky, sun-
baked-earth aromas followed by a broad mouthfeel 
and beefy, raspberry, coffee and cranberry flavors. It 

has plenty of fine-grained tannins for a supportive 
structure. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $32 

90 Occasio 2014 Heritage Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Livermore Valley). Very focused, concen-

trated and sleek, this wine is full bodied but well-
polished and has a vivid core of black-cherry flavor 
that is impressive. The oak influence is moderate, the 
acidity is fresh and emphasizes the fruitiness while 
the tannins are not too thick, so it’s easy to sip. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

90 Rolling Plains 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Alexander Valley). Medium bod-

ied, soft and supple, this is an easy-drinking and 
approachable wine, lengthy in chocolate, raspberry 
and red currant, that’s ready to enjoy and is priced 
unbearably fair. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Smith & Hook 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Central Coast). For full review see page 14. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

90 Victor Vineyards 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Lodi). Full body and firm tannins help give 

this flavorful and spicy wine good balance and an 
appetizing bite on the palate. Light touches of black 
pepper and clove in the aroma precede blueberry 
and black-cherry flavors and a moutheel that’s firm 
and velvety. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $17 

90 ZD 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This reserve-tier wine was given 

three years of oak aging and it offers soft supple tan-
nin and moderate structure as the reward. Bright 
cassis flavor takes on a confectionery richness along-
side the toasted-vanilla notes from the wood. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $210 

89 Fetzer 2016 50th Anniversary Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). Lip-smacking and 

well balanced, this concentrated but lively wine has 
everything in good proportions, including a bold 
rosemary and black-cherry aroma, rich cherry and 
dark chocolate flavors, and moderate tannins that 
merge with good acidity for an appetizing mouth-
feel. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Grosso Kresser 2012 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). Blackberry sorbet, 

charred wood and fresh violets show on the nose 
of this wine, which is already six-years-old but not 
showing much age at all. Fruity blackberry flavors 
are cut by a chalky tension on the palate, and that 
structure carries deep into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

89 Lancaster 2014 Sophia’s Hillside Cuvée 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). 

Blended with 7% Merlot and 3% Malbec, this hill-
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side wine shows a sanguine, meaty character and 
complexity. Soft and lush on the palate, the velvety 
texture is accented in dark chocolate, tobacco and 
leather. It is hugely ripe and powerful. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $48 

89 Pra Vinera 2015 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). For full review see page 17. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $10 

89 Sculpterra 2014 Bentley Ironworks Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Black cherry and 

blackberry start the somewhat lithe nose on this bot-
tling from 28-year-old vines, topped by dried herbs 
and black pepper. More cherry and darker elderberry 
tones arise on the palate, lifted by cola and black-
pepper spice. Those flavors are more compelling than 
the texture, which is smooth but simple. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $36 

89 Villa San Juliette 2014 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Desiccated straw-

berries, dark plums, leather and char show on the 
nose of this bottling, which leans toward the dried-
fruit side of the spectrum. It starts a tad sweet on 
the palate but opens up into a very floral expression 
with hints of blueberries and toast. Acid drives into 
the caramel-kissed finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

88 Cass 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Blackberry, cracked pepper, 

crushed herbs, licorice and coffee show on the 
nose of this bottling, which includes 10% Merlot, 
8% Petit Verdot and 2% Cabernet Franc. There is 
decent heft to the sip, which offers flavors of black-
berry, oregano, anise and a pinch of dill. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $49 

88 Ferrari-Carano 2013 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Alexander Valley). Held back in 

bottle a bit, this reserve wine is juicy, herbal and 
possessed of sharp edges. Despite that, it is succu-
lently soft, approachable and ripe in its jammy red-
cherry fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

88 Girasole 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
docino County). A dark color and lots of 

concentrated, focused, fruit aromas and flavors 
make this medium-bodied wine very appealing. 
Black-cherry, blueberry and chocolate flavors are 
supported by firm velvety tannins and carried to a 
lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

88 Le Vigne 2015 Di Domenico Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). Concord grape, boysen-

berry and dried anise aromas show on the nose of 
this fresh bottling. The palate focuses first on dried 
herbs and then moves into elderberry as well as 
elder flower, beef jerky and soy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

88 Lorimar 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). This bottling, which includes 14% 

Merlot and 6% Petite Sirah, shows tightly wound 
blackberry and plum fruit with touches of pepper 
and balsamic on the nose. The palate offers reduced 
strawberry flavors with a pinch of white pepper. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $54 

88 Projection 2016 Winemaker’s Cut Caber-
net Sauvignon (California). Deep flavors of 

black cherry and cedar give this wine good focus, 
while moderate tannins and good acidity add wel-
come grip in the texture. The body is medium to full, 
and the palate sensation is dry and appetizing. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Publix 2015 Limited Edition Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Spring Mountain District). Juicy, this 

affordable red is high-pitched in acidity, with soft 
simple layers of red currant and strawberry buoyed 
by chocolatey oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

88 Sculpterra 2015 Heroe Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). This bottling, part of the 

winery’s series dedicated to its labor crew, is a 
fresh herbally laced take on Cab, with peppercorns, 
asphalt, smoke and earth decorating the tangy 
black-plum aromas on the nose. Red cherry and 
plum start the sip, followed by crushed gravel, more 
smoke and dried herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

88 St. Francis 2014 Rockpile Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Rockpile). Smooth, thick and meaty, 

this appellation wine is robustly built to coat the 
palate and stick to the ribs. Chocolate, blackberry 
jam and smoky char give it weight and richness. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $68 

88 The Crusher 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). For full review see page 15. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Ultraviolet 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This is a well-balanced, medium-

bodied wine that has just enough smoke and spice 
in the aroma, just enough ripe blackberry in the 
flavors and just enough firm tannin to give the grip 
it will need to pair with your favorite hearty dish. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

87 Chloe 2015 San Lucas Cabernet Sauvignon 
(San Lucas). Strong blackberry aromas meet 

with oregano and dried thyme, and those herbs take 
center stage on the nose after a while. On the pal-
ate, the dark fruit is the backbone, but the tobacco, 
black pepper and dried herbs take the spotlight. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Greyscale 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). Sticky tannins surround a muddled 

structure of big flavor in this otherwise mild-
mannered wine, blended with small percentages of 
Merlot and Petit Verdot. Clove and oak overrule the 
fruit, which is black but somewhat elusive. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

87 Hahn 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 
Very roasted aromas of hickory smoke and 

grilled black cherry show on the nose of this bot-
tling. There is good smoke at the tip of the sip, then 
a more dense black-fruit character with hints of 
roasted coffee. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

87 Highland Valley 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Juicy and fruity aromas of 

blackberry jam, black plum, purple flowers and a 
savory hint of soy show on the nose of this bottling 
from a San Diego winery that sourced fruit from 
Paso. It hits the palate with power, showing Con-
cord grape and dark-berry flavors. But it’s quite ripe 
despite judicious acidity and tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $38 

87 Lasorda Family WInes 2015 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). A strong rocky miner-

ality drives the nose of this bottling by the family 
of former Dodgers manager Tommy Lasorda, but 
there are also hints of smoke and dried blueberry. 
The palate is fairly light in tannins and mouthfeel, 
showing boysenberry, crushed rock and marjoram 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Naggiar 2015 Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Sierra Foothills). This wine has a very 

deep color. Ample aromas of blackberry and boy-
senberry jam are followed by flavors that are rich 
and ripe. It’s concentrated and fruity while staying 
rather low in acidity and soft in terms of tannin. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

86 Carson Scott 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cal-
ifornia). This full-bodied wine is smooth 

enough to sip easily but still has some supportive 
tannins and good acidity for balance. It smells like 
raspberries and thyme and tastes quite fruity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $15 

86 Happy Camper 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). Ripe and fairly concentrated 

fruit aromas and flavors fill out a soft texture with 
just a touch of tannin in it. The wine has a good dark 
color, light cedar and mint accents and a touch of 
sweetness to round the edges. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

86 Lancaster 2014 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). Mocha, chocolate and 

coconut provide a rich lush entry into this full-
bodied, undeniably ripe wine. An herbal underbelly 
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contrasts with the full creamy flavors as tannins 
elbow in on the lasting finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

86 Longevity 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Liver-
more Valley). More aging should help this 

tightly wound, firm and tannic wine open up. It has 
concentrated red and black-cherry flavors, good 
acidity and medium to full body, but feels astringent 
as many young Cabernets do. Best after 2021. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $24 

86 NoCurfew 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). Robust fruit and herb flavors 

combine with a supple texture in this medium- to 
full-bodied wine. Notes of bay leaf and tobacco join 
black-plum flavors while the tannins are very light. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $17 

86 Prophecy 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This deep-colored and full-bodied 

wine has plenty of oaky spices in the aroma, and 
equally rich baking-spice flavors that coat the 
black-cherry and blackberry core. The tannins are 
light and the texture is smooth. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $14 

86 Wise Villa 2013 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Placer County). Smooth and mellow, this 

medium-bodied wine has mild spice and fruit aro-
mas, a soft texture and good, subdued black-plum 
flavors. It’s low in acidity and tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $44 

85 Avalon 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). This medium-bodied wine is fruity, 

jammy and easy to sip, offering butter and candied-
fruit aromas, gentle fruit flavors, a soft texture and 
low acidity and tannin content. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

85 Oak Grove 2016 Family Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). Generous and fruity 

with a reasonably firm texture, this medium-bodied 
wine has spicy oaky aromas and spiced-fruit flavors 
as well as a slightly sweet finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 Seven Peaks 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). Savory, veggie aromas and flavors 

give this medium-bodied wine a lean aspect while 
rather soft acidity and tannins make it smooth to 
sip. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Suveg 2014 Incorrigible Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Lodi). This is a firmly structured and full-

bodied wine with a gripping mouthfeel and notice-
able tannins but moderate fruit and spice flavors. It 
has formed harmless tartrate crystals in the bottle. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

84 Chime 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). Cedar and cinnamon aromas lead to 

moderate plum flavors and a smooth texture in this 
medium-bodied wine. It has very little tannin and 
feels soft on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

84 The Winery SF 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(North Coast). This is a full-bodied, mature 

and oaky wine that has sediment in the neck of the 
bottle and aromas like sunbaked earth followed by 
red-cherry flavors and a firm tannic texture. It’s a 
rustic powerful wine from a small producer. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

84 Vellichor 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Chalk 
Hill). Closed on the nose, this hugely ripe 

wine is marked by compressed wood, dried herb 
and big broad tannins. A leathery texture comes off 
as somewhat hot and harsh, with the heat returning 
on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 16.5% Price: $40 

83 786 Wines 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This medium-bodied wine is fruity 

and relatively soft for the varietal, and has a whiff 
of raspberry and wet earth in the aroma followed by 
plum and raspberry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

83 Bota Box 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This wine has obvious oaky smoky 

aromas, and flavors heavily influenced by oak too. 
It has a sweet fruit character underneath the black-
pepper, charred wood and vanilla notes that come 
from oak. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $23/3 L 

83 California Republic 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This is a soft, light-bodied and 

lightly sweet wine with modest berry and cedar fla-
vors and very little tannin. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

CABERNET FRANC

92 Halcyon 2016 Cabernet Franc (California). A 
brilliant Loire-esque play on the grape, this 

wine starts with cherry, dark cranberry, crushed 
peppercorns, wet stone and a hint of juniper on the 
nose. The palate is tremendously fresh and glugable, 
with a peppery spice decorating the deep yet tart 
red fruit. Airy yet with tannic grip, it has an aro-
matic finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Halcyon 2015 Velo Vineyard Cabernet Franc 
(Templeton Gap District). Stunning amounts 

of cracked green peppercorns and bay leaves deco-
rate the tart red fruit on the zesty nose of this bot-
tling. The refreshingly crisp palate also shows tart 
but not sour red fruit, lifted by Mediterranean spice 

and lovely light herbs. It is a red to pair with almost 
any seafood. —M.K. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $39 

92 I. Brand & Family 2016 Bayly Ranch Caber-
net Franc (Paicines). Ian Brand’s knack for 

finding unsung vineyards is brilliant, and this bot-
tling shows why. It’s very light in the glass and fresh 
on the nose, with aromas of smashed cranberry, 
raspberry, toast and peppercorns. It’s juicy on the 
palate, with lively cherry and fennel-frond flavors. 
Put a chill on it and drink it down. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $30 

91 I. Brand & Family 2015 Bates Ranch Cabernet 
Franc (Santa Cruz Mountains). Dark red cher-

ries, marinated olives and a slowly rising sense of 
dried herbs show on the nose of this fairly mellow 
bottling. The herbs and cracked peppercorn take 
center stage on the palate, with hints of cocoa and 
darker cherry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

90 Hawley 2015 Cabernet Franc (Dry Creek Val-
ley). Bright layered acidity provides a fresh 

take on this varietal wine. A fleshy juicy core builds 
power and full-bodied richness on the midpalate. 
Red cherry and cassis are highlights, alongside a 
pretty aroma of violet and lavender. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

90 Howell Mountain Vineyards 2014 Cabernet 
Franc (Howell Mountain). A fully 100% 

varietal wine, this offers a wealth of earthy truffle, 
chocolate, rich blueberry and intense layers of fla-
vors structured in chalky tannin. A dusting of dried 
herb and spicy pepper lie in wait. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

90 Lorimar 2015 Cabernet Franc (California). 
Rustic but beautiful aromas of red cherry, 

chaparral, thyme and campfire show on the nose 
of this bottling, which includes 10% Malbec, 8% 
Zinfandel and 7% Petite Sirah. Roasted red-currant 
flavors meet with grilled meat, pepper dust and 
roasting herbs, finishing on vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $42 

89 Robert Renzoni 2013 Vineyard Riserva Cab-
ernet Franc (Temecula Valley). This reserve 

bottling shows its concentration, with aromas of 
cherry syrup and baking spice on the nose. There’s 
a dense quality to the palate, with rich black cherry, 
roasted meats and a vanilla brioche kick to the fin-
ish. It is a heavier take on the grape. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

88 Le Vigne 2015 Di Ranchita Vista Cabernet 
Franc (Paso Robles). Candied blackberry 

and a pinch of black pepper make for a concentrated 
but not overly lush nose on this bottling. The palate 
is clean and straightforward with rich red fruit and 
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dark spices, framed by even acidity and structure. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $43 

88 Titus 2015 Cabernet Franc (Napa Valley). 
This wine is simple in structure and ample 

in density. It is full bodied and plush on the pal-
ate in black cherry, berry and a richness of vanilla 
wafer. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $47 

86 Vermeil 2015 Frediani Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (Calistoga). This wine is thick and 

seemingly sweet, tasting powerfully ripe and raisiny 
on the palate, with richly concentrated characteris-
tics of vanilla and chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

MERLOT

93 Trefethen 2015 Family Owned Estate Grown 
Merlot (Oak Knoll District). For full review 

see page 7. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

93 Venge 2015 Estate Merlot (Oakville). Dark, 
inky and earthy, this is a powerfully dense 

and rich expression of the variety, that is varietal 
in its mix of fruit, spice and herb. Black-cherry and 
mocha flavors dance around spicy toasted oak and 
polished, billowy tannin. Enjoy best 2022–2025. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $70 

90 St. Francis 2015 Reserve Merlot (Sonoma 
Valley). This is a full-bodied, structured 

and youthful wine, varietal in its softness and 
approachability. Cassis and cherry exude force-
fully around a core of thick tannin and oak, with an 
undertone of dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $52 

89 Jason-Stephens 2014 Merlot (Santa Clara 
Valley). Rounded red-berry fruit meets with 

vanilla, caramel, smoke and wet soil on the nose of 
this bottling from a winery near Morgan Hill. Hick-
ory smoke and rich red-fruit flavors start the palate, 
where grippy tannins lead into a cocoa-laced finish. 
It needs some time to smooth out. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

89 St. Francis 2015 Behler Vineyard Merlot 
(Sonoma Valley). Blackberry, tobacco and 

dusty tannins define this blockbuster. It is a full-
bodied red that is varietal in its underlying softness 
and approachability. There’s an intensity and heat 
to the lingering finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $48 

88 John Anthony 2014 Crane Vineyard Merlot 
(Napa Valley). This wine offers a substan-

tial nose of bay leaf and eucalyptus—pleasant and 
defiant. Huge sweet tannins wrap around sizable 

power and ripeness, a mix of black cherry and cin-
namon-dusted plum. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $80 

88 Opolo 2015 Summit Creek Merlot (Paso 
Robles). A very rocky expression of the 

grape, this bottling shows mud, clay and just a hint 
of dark red fruit on the nose. Dark cherry starts the 
sip alongside cola spice, but it’s the texture and 
structure that take center stage, with thick tannins 
and strong grip. A smoky meat character shows on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

88 Risk 2014 Reserve Merlot (Oakville). This 
big wine is hugely fragrant in strawberry, 

cherry and a slightly reduced hint of oaky tar. Dense 
rich layers of flavor etch themselves against a back-
drop of tobacco, cedar and ripe black cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

87 Davine Cellars 2014 Symphony Regan Vine-
yard Merlot (Santa Cruz Mountains). Dark-

purple fruits meet with deep-violet aromas and 
loamy soil on the nose of this bottling. There’s a 
powerful and earthy richness on the sip, show-
ing flavors of boysenberry, cut by an acidity that’s 
almost overpowering. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $54 

87 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2014 Right 
Bank Merlot (Oak Knoll District). This blends 

in 7% Cabernet Sauvignon. The wine is pungent 
and earthy in forest and tobacco, with smooth thick 
full-bodied waves of green tannin and light accents 
of clove spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Villa San Juliette 2014 Reserve Merlot 
(Paso Robles). Red currant, rose petals and 

crushed slate show on the nose of this bottling. It’s 
fairly rigid on the palate at first, slowly unveiling 
black raspberry and loamy soils. The structure is 
firm and the acidity quite zippy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

86 Chloe 2015 San Lucas Estate Vineyard 
 Merlot (Monterey County). Candied red 

fruit, turned earth, crushed rocks and purple 
flowers show on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
a  cherry-cough-syrup touch to the sip alongside 
brown spice, but it’s fumbling a bit over flavor and 
texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

86 St. Francis 2015 Merlot (Sonoma County). 
This is a thick, dense and oaky red wine, 

with a generosity of tannin and slight whiff of 
reduction. Reserved in fruit, it traffics more sub-
stantially in leathery tobacco and cigar box. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

85 Hahn 2016 Merlot (Central Coast). This 
widely available bottling is very fruity on 

the nose with boysenberry aromas alongside hints 

of clay and mud. Dark spice and pungent red fruit 
show on the sip alongside those earthy tones. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

PETIT VERDOT

91 Derby 2014 Derby Vineyard Petit Verdot (Paso 
Robles). Dried rose petals, thyme and blue-

berries show on the nose of this bottling from the 
winery’s small production estate varietal series. It’s 
smooth on the palate, with caramelized blueberry, 
vanilla and cappuccino flavors framed by relatively 
high acid for such a dark wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

88 Villa San Juliette 2013 Reserve Petit Verdot 
(Paso Robles). Very dark in the glass but 

not thick, this bottling shows roasted black plum, 
coffee and charred vanilla bean on the nose. The 
palate is layered with that vanilla flavor and cut by 
a slow-rising acidity, offering flavors of tangy black-
berry and espresso on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

86 Jason-Stephens 2014 Petit Verdot (Santa 
Clara Valley). Concentrated aromas of Con-

cord grape, roasted plum and dried lilacs indicate a 
very ripe wine. The palate confirms as much, with 
thick chewy flavors of prune and tart plum skin. A 
streak of acidity keeps it alive. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $32 

SYRAH

96 Clos Solène 2015 Cuvée Jean Syrah (Santa 
Maria Valley). From Bien Nacido Vineyard’s 

Z and X blocks, with 3% Viognier, this is a lovely 
and rich Syrah with lavish aromas of black cur-
rant, caramel, teriyaki and German chocolate cake. 
The palate is similarly thick and chewy, but with 
elegance and balance, showing black cherry, blue-
berry, white pepper and crushed rocks, leveled by a 
steadily rising acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

95 Clos Solène 2015 Hommage A Nos Pairs 
Reserve Syrah (Paso Robles). Deep and dark 

in color with savory aromas galore, this bottling, 
which includes 3% Grenache and 2% Viognier, 
shows dense beef-crust aromas along with violet 
paste, black-currant jam and fudge. Chalky tannins 
and smooth acidity frame a seamlessly integrated 
palate, where both caramelized and fresh boysen-
berries are dusted with lavender. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $95 

95 Samsara 2014 Turner Vineyard Syrah (Sta. 
Rita Hills). There’s extreme, maybe even 

obscene, amounts of cracked black pepper on the 
savory nose of this cool-climate expression, which 
comes from the same 12 rows each vintage. There 
are also scents of roasted beef, asphalt and a pinch 
of lavender. The pepper character coats the palate 
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too, diced by lively acidity. This is, perhaps, the 
most pitch-perfect show of Côte-Rôtie in California 
to date. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $46 

92 Big Basin 2014 Coastview Vineyards Terraces 
Syrah (Monterey County). There is great 

depth of color and viscosity on this bottling from 
the eastern hills of the Salinas Valley, which shows 
blackberry, blueberry, pepper and thyme on the 
nose. The palate is still very intense, tightly wound 
and young, but patience reveals roasted plum and 
lilac flavors, all riding a soft texture and slow sim-
mering acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

92 Stolpman 2017 Syrah So Hot Syrah (Ballard 
Canyon). This sans soufre, or without sul-

fur, bottling captures all that’s ripe, juicy and fresh 
about Syrah, eschewing the heady darkness for a 
change. Joyous aromas of grape punch and boysen-
berry juice meet with a touch of twigs on the nose, 
diving into a vibrant, energetic palate of the same. 
Get it cold and chill out. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

91 Falcone 2016 Syrah (Paso Robles). The Fal-
cones can’t keep this bottling in stock, which 

is why the 2016 is already released. It’s young, but 
already aromas of concentrated black plum, thyme, 
herbs and purple flowers are showing on the nose. 
There’s an elegance to the energetic palate with 
flavors of Chinese five-spice, soy, black pepper and 
baked boysenberry, finishing with gingersnaps. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Joyce 2016 Tondre Grapefield Syrah (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). This is a fascinating cool-

climate Syrah that’s very affordable. Pure aromas of 
black currant, smoke, pepper and roasted lamb lead 
into a savory palate loaded with roasted pork and 
white pepper. The bright acidity drives deep into 
the finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

90 Jaffurs 2016 Syrah (Santa Barbara County). 
Always one of the better priced red wines 

to come out of Santa Barbara each year, this vintage 
shows freshly pressed boysenberry, lilac, flower-
ing rosemary and white pepper on the nose. Lively, 
energetic flavors of grape Jolly Rancher meet with 
pepper and herbs on the fresh palate. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $29 

89 Kendall-Jackson 2015 Vintner’s Reserve 
 Syrah (Santa Barbara County). This wine 

offers gamy aromas of grilled lamb, black pepper, 
dried fennel and dark blackberry. The palate shows 
roasted espresso bean, tart black plum and more 
cracked pepper, touching on all of the grape’s hall-
mark characters. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 kukkula 2015 Noir Syrah (Adelaida District). 
There’s a pleasant array of violets, lilacs, 

lamb roast, rosemary and dark fruit swirling on the 
nose of this bottling, with includes 11% Counoise. 
Ripe boysenberry, a hint of tar and a vanilla-laced 
syrup arise on the palate, which is dominated by a 
Concord grape-syrup element that’s both thick and 
tangy. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $55 

88 Vie Winery 2013 White Hawk Vineyard 
Syrah (Santa Barbara County). A very con-

centrated style of Syrah, this bottling begins with 
cooked black currants and caramelized blueberries, 
lifted by a bit of lilacs. It’s rich and full on the sip as 
well, with decent weight and body, showing prune-
like flavors and a tart plum-skin snap at the end. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

87 Qupé 2016 Syrah (Central Coast). A lighter 
expression of Syrah on both the nose and 

palate, this bottling starts with aromas of coffee, 
black currant and a bit of vanilla dust. The palate is 
fresh and easy but also somewhat simple, without 
much mouthfeel, structure or bold flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Vie Winery 2013 Thompson Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). Concentrated aro-

mas of sweet blackberry syrup and lilacs feel over-
ripe. It’s thick and stiff on the palate, with likable 
dark fruits and cola spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

85 Europa Village 2015 C’est La Vie Syrah (Tem-
ecula Valley). Lighter in color and shy on the 

nose, this bottling eventually allows aromas of red-
plum balsamic sauce and herbs to arise. The palate 
shows loads of fennel pollen, dust and earth, with a 
touch of red fruit. It’s varietally confusing. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

MOURVÈDRE

93 I. Brand & Family 2016 Enz Vineyard Mour-
vèdre (Lime Kiln Valley). From old vines in 

a nearly forgotten corner of California comes this 
vibrant and delicious wine by Ian Brand, loaded 
with tightly focused black raspberry, pepper and 
dark rose petals on the dynamic nose. The palate 
is framed by a tight structure and refreshing acid-
ity, delivering flavors of rose hips, hibiscus, cracked 
peppercorn and crisp red to purple fruits. This one 
is very lively. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: NA Price: $42 

90 Seven Oxen 2015 Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). 
Very powerful aromas of raspberry sor-

bet, concentrated rosewater and a touch of dried 
herbs show on the nose of this bottling, which also 
includes 10% Grenache. The ripe but medium-
bodied palate is even-keeled with fresh flavors of 

candied red fruit, anise and caramel on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $44 

89 Cass 2015 Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). Elegant 
red cherry, strawberry and ripe plum aro-

mas meet with dried carnations and rose buds on 
the nose of this bottling. The palate’s red-fruit core 
is lifted by mace and sumac spice, finishing with a 
good tang. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

87 Vie Winery 2013 L’Intruse Mourvèdre (Cen-
tral Coast). This bottling appears extremely 

extracted, starting with concentrated aromas of 
dried berry, red plums and stewed red fruits, along 
with a tang of balsamic. There is peppery spice to 
the sip, where the mouthfeel is thick and the flavors 
are overly rich, although cut by an acidity that sim-
mers long into the leathery finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

86 Arndt 2015 Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). Can-
died violets, strawberry frosting, red lico-

rice and sweet leather make for a very inviting, 
albeit rich, nose to this bottling. The palate con-
firms those sweet ripe tones, with concentrated 
fruit-punch and watermelon flavors that are cut by 
tangy plum skins and good acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

86 Bellante 2015 Mourvèdre (California). The 
nose on this bottling is fascinating at first, 

with stewed red currants awash in dill and anise. 
But the palate is loaded with overly tangy balsamic 
notes of cooked fig, tangy plums and olives. It’s 
intriguing yet odd. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $44 

PETITE SIRAH

93 Trinitas 2015 Old Vine Petite Sirah (Contra 
Costa County). Petite Sirah benefits from 

aging in a portion of new oak barrels, and this one 
is a great example. It has wonderful spicy cinnamon 
and cedar aromas, massive ripe blackberry flavors 
and baking-spice accents from the oak. The color 
is black with a dark red rim, and the mouthfeel is 
broad and nicely astringent due to a high level of 
fine-grained tannnins. It’s very full-bodied, too. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 16.2% Price: $35 

92 J. Lohr 2015 Tower Road Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

92 Le Casque 2015 Petite Sirah (Sierra Foot-
hills). Spicy, almost sweet, oak aromas and 

flavors meld nicely with the intense black-fruit fla-
vors and firm, mouth-clinging tannins of this inky-
looking full-bodied wine. It has cinnamon, clove, 
black-pepper and blackberry aromas and deep con-
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centrated blueberry and dark chocolate flavors that 
should only improve with time. Best after 2023. 
Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $28 

92 Sol Rouge 2014 Petite Sirah (Lake County). 
Very deep and dark in color, this wine has 

intense blackberry aromas, rich blackberry and dark 
chocolate flavors and very firm tannins that give a 
lot of grip on the palate. The flavors are wound up 
tight and still need time to open and diversify. Best 
after 2023. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

90 Bogle 2015 Petite Sirah (California). For full 
review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

89 Vasco Urbano 2015 Brunswick; Casa de Vinas 
Petite Sirah (Livermore Valley). Brawny and 

tannic, this dark-colore, full-bodied and firm-tex-
tured wine has tasty blackberry and black pepper 
flavors that are bound up tightly by a thick layer of 
tannin. It will take a lot of patience but the wine 
may be fantastic when well aged. Best after 2028. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $42 

88 Boeger 2015 Petite Sirah (El Dorado). 
This wine is dark and rich but also very 

approachable for this notoriously tannic varietal. 
The tannins are moderate and the blackberry and 
blueberry flavors so concentrated that they balance 
out the tannins and make the mouth feel velvety. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $20 

88 Harmony Cellars 2015 Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). Crushed black cherry, cherry pits 

and snapped sage stems show on the woody nose 
of this bottling. There is an extreme chalky texture 
to the sip, where black-currant and licorice flavors 
lead into a minty finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $29 

ZINFANDEL

94 Croix 2015 Wood Estate Zinfandel (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

94 Three 2015 Evangelho Zinfandel (Contra 
Costa County). For full review see page 6. 

Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $36 

93 Armida 2015 Tina’s Block Maple Vineyards 
Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). For full review 

see page 6. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

93 Renwood 2015 Riker Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Amador County). A compelling, concen-

trated fruit essence lifts this full-bodied wine to a 

high level of quality and satisfaction. It has a vivid 
blackberry and blueberry aroma, lush and layered 
fruit flavors and light spicy oak accents that don’t get 
in the way of the amazing berry character. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 Terra d’Oro 2016 SHR Field Blend Zinfan-
del (Amador County). This has distinctive, 

 exotic fruit nuances that begin in the aroma and 
continue on the palate and through the lingering 
finish. It seems to blend blueberry, mint and black-
berry notes into a rich texture with moderate tan-
nins that make it nicely mouthfilling. Cofermenting 
with 13% Petite Sirah and 7% Barbera certainly 
enhanced the structure as well as the flavors. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

93 Three 2015 Bigelow Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 15.4% Price: $34 

92 Opolo 2016 Summit Creek Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $19 

92 Renwood 2015 Premier Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Amador County). For full review see page 8. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 Rock Wall 2016 Mariah Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Mendocino Ridge). This is a gutsy wine 

with great structure and concentrated flavors from 
the family that founded Rosenblum winery and 
know Zinfandel very well. It has attractive aromas 
of ripe blackberries and blueberries, generous fruit 
flavors and light spicy oak accents that add com-
plexity. Firm tannins and good acidity give it some 
grip on the palate and will help it pair well with a 
juicy steak or chop. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.52% Price: $40 

92 Sol Rouge 2014 Zinfandel (Red Hills Lake 
County). Extreme ripeness, good concentra-

tion and a firm texture help this full-bodied wine 
rise well above the pack. It smells and tastes like 
a blend of raspberry and blackberry syrups, but is 
refreshingly dry and nicely supported by moderate 
tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

92 Terra d’Oro 2016 Deaver Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Amador County). For full review see page 9. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

92 Three 2015 Live Oak Zinfandel (Contra Costa 
County). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 15.3% Price: $36 

92 Wild Thing 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Men-
docino). For full review see page 9. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

91 Black Saint Peter 2016 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Fresh, vivid and well-structured, this 

intensely fruity wine has great acidity and firm tan-
nins to balance it beautifully. It tastes very focused 
on raspberry and black cherry, fills the mouth with 
layers of fruit and has an appetizing bite on the 
 finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

91 Peachy Canyon 2015 Mustang Springs Zinfan-
del (Adelaida District). Oregano, thyme and 

pepper give spice to the plum-jam and raspberry-
sorbet aromas on the nose of this bottling. The pal-
ate is quite rich with ripe fruit at first but then picks 
up a savory side, showing roast pork in plum sauce 
flavors along with lavender and rosemary. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Rock Wall 2016 Hendry Vineyard Block 29 Zin-
fandel (Napa Valley). This is a structured and 

robustly built wine from a great site on the southern 
end of the appellation. Blueberry, red cherry and 
cedar all stand out, along with a spicy twist of nut-
meg that persists on the lengthy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.96% Price: $45 

91 Trinitas 2015 Zinfandel (El Dorado). This is a 
big wine, full of smoky dark-fruit flavors and 

supported by firm tannins and a framework of spicy 
oak. It’s nicely dry, has a gripping texture, very full 
body and complex flavor elements like black pepper, 
blackberries, beef jus and molasses. Best after 2021. 
—J.G. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $30 

91 Uvaggio 2016 Primitivo (Lodi). This bold and 
very enjoyable wine goes big on the fresh fruity 

components while seasoning them with accents of 
wood smoke and black pepper. It’s full bodied, not 
very tannic and seems to overflow with blackberry 
and blueberry flavors. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 V. Sattui 2014 Amador Ridge Vineyard Zinfan-
del (Amador County). Nice touches of cedar 

and earth in the aromas and flavors add complexity 
to this big but well-balanced wine. It is full bodied, 
moderately tannic and has a hint of good acidity to 
keep it fresh and appetizing on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $37 

91 Zinfandelic 2016 Zinfandel (Mendocino). For 
full review see page 12. 

abv: 15% Price: $20 

90 Alexander Valley Vineyards 2014 Tempta-
tion Zinfandel (California). For full review 

see page 16. Best Buy. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $14 
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90 Armida 2015 Maple Vineyards Zinfandel 
(Dry Creek Valley). For full review see page 

12. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

90 Ballentine 2015 Reserve Zinfandel (Napa 
Valley). This is a hugely ripe, robust wine 

that imparts smoky char, black pepper, clove and 
cinnamon. Smoothly textured, it is well integrated 
in terms of oak and power, with plenty of old-vine 
red-cherry and blackberry character. —V.B. 
abv: 16.2% Price: $45 

90 Folie à Deux 2014 Zinfandel (Dry Creek 
 Valley). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $20 

90 Klinker Brick 2015 Marisa Vineyard Old Vine 
Zinfandel (Lodi). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 15.8% Price: $30 

90 Lorenzi Estate 2014 Lopez Ranch Old Vine 
De Ambrogio Block Private Reserve Zinfan-

del (Cucamonga  Valley). For full review see page 13.  
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

90 Martin Ranch 2015 Therese Vineyards 
 Reserve Zinfandel (Santa Clara Valley). A 

swirl of smoke, blackberry paste, lavender, rose-
mary and sagebrush kick off the nose to this reserve 
bottling. Dried earth, wild red berries and red flow-
ers show on the palate, which is reminiscent of the 
wines of old California. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $32 

90 Michael David 2015 Earthquake Zinfandel 
(Lodi). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 15.5% Price: $26 

90 Mikami Vineyards 2015 Zinfandel (Lodi). 
For full review see page 13.  

abv: 15.3% Price: $39 

90 Neyers 2016 Vista Luna Zinfandel (Borden 
Ranch). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

90 Saldo 2016 Zinfandel (California). Gor-
geous ripe, jammy, berry flavors dominate 

this full-bodied, smooth-textured wine. It smells 
like blackberries and black cherries, tastes so rich 
it’s almost sweet, and fills the mouth from cheek to 
cheek with a chocolate-cherry flavor that lingers on 
the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $32 

89 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2014 Field Blend 
Zinfandel (Livermore Valley). A beefy, salt-

and-pepper flavor complements the fruit compo-
nents in this full-bodied and firmly tannic wine 
made from Zinfandel and Petite Sirah. It carries 
blackberry notes on the palate and a good sense of 
richness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

89 Peachy Canyon 2015 Mustard Creek Zinfandel 
(Adelaida District). Candied cherries, rustic 

earth aromas and black pepper show on the nose of 
this bottling from the Zinfandel veterans. Big dark 
juicy fruits show on the sip alongside savory oreg-
ano and sage, but the overall impression is ripeness 
bordering on sweetness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $38 

89 Ravenswood 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
From a brand that’s well known for it’s Zin-

fandel, this is a well-structured, moderately tannic 
wine that’s chock full of ripe berry and plum flavors. 
It’s full-bodied, well concentrated and nicely dry, 
too, which not all Zins are. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

89 Renwood 2015 Sea of Grapes Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Amador County). This wine has a 

profusion of mature spicy jammy flavors fueled by 
lavish oak and very rich ripe fruit. It starts with 
cedar, vanilla, and maple aromas and continues on 
the palate with blackberry and milk chocolate fla-
vors carried by a broad texture. It’s quite full bodied 
and moderately tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Renwood 2015 Zinfandel (Fiddletown). 
Sturdy and straightforward, this full-bod-

ied dry wine combines the classic brambly, wild-
berry aromas with good fruit flavors and moder-
ate tannins. It’s a no-nonsense wine that could be 
enjoyed often. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Sculpterra 2016 Heroe Primitivo (Paso 
Robles). Candied red cherry, crushed hibis-

cus and rose hips float atop a very intriguing min-
eral streak of flint and crushed granite on the nose 
of this bottling, which is dedicated to and features 
the winery’s laborers. Bright berry and fruit-punch 
flavors lead into rocky earth tones on the palate. 
Great for summer with a chill. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $25 

88 Armida 2016 PoiZin Zinfandel (Dry Creek 
Valley). This lovable hearty red includes 

10% Petite Sirah, the grapes pulled from five vine-
yards across the appellation. Smooth, thick and 
concentrated, it offers graham cracker, blackberry 
jam and a presence of dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

88 Iron Hub 2014 Esola Zinfandel (Amador 
County). Vivid fruit flavors and a lively tex-

ture make this medium-bodied wine very refreshing 
and mouth-cleansing to sip. It has bright raspberry 
and ripe blackberry flavors accented by light earthy 
spicy notes. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $34 

88 Jessie’s Grove 2014 Westwind Old Vine Zin-
fandel (Lodi). Aromas of chocolate and 

mint lead to very ripe, almost sweet fruit flavors and 
a soft, melting texture like that of a dessert wine. 

It has low acidity and very little tannin. Recom-
mended for after a meal at fireside. —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $32 

88 Kendall-Jackson 2015 Vintner’s Reserve 
Zinfandel (California). Boysenberry and 

chocolate flavors flood the taste buds as this full-
bodied and broad-textured wine fills the mouth 
with richness. It tastes lush and ripe, feels smooth 
and almost soft. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Mt. Konocti Winery 2015 Estate Zinfandel 
(Lake County). Brambly, wild-berry aromas 

and generous plum, maple and milk chocolate fla-
vors make a delicious combination in this full-bod-
ied plush-textured wine. It’s soothing on the palate 
and has an almost-sweet finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

87 Grosso Kresser 2012 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). 
Very concentrated aromas of kirsch make for 

a thick, slightly sweet-smelling entry to this bot-
tling. The palate dries up considerably, showing rose 
petals, salted plums and dried red cherries. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $46 

87 Highland Valley 2015 Zinfandel (San Diego 
County). Plummy aromas meet with thyme 

and sage on the juicy nose of this bottling from a 
vineyard near San Diego. It’s a bit thin and taut on 
the sip, with flavors of black tea, boysenberry, pep-
per and herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $38 

87 Iron Hub 2014 Clockspring Zinfandel (Ama-
dor County). Full bodied and very ripe tast-

ing, this bold wine is packed with plum and raisin 
flavors and supported by moderate tannins that add 
grip to the texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $32 

87 Jessie’s Grove 2013 Fancy Quest Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Smooth and mellow, this wine has 

softly spicy, earthy aromas and ripe mature fruit fla-
vors that pick up a maple syrup note on the finish. 
The tannins are very light and the texture is very 
smooth considering the high alcohol level. —J.G. 
abv: 16.64% Price: $35 

87 Prototype 2016 Zinfandel (Lodi). Accents of 
brown sugar and maple syrup make this full-

bodied wine taste almost sweet. A sense of oaky rich-
ness is backed by tasty blackberry and boysenberry 
flavors and a smooth rich texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

87 St. Francis 2015 Old Vines Zinfandel (Sonoma 
County). Reduced on the nose, this tannic 

wine is tautly wound in oak, its concentrated full-
bodied flavors ripe and fleshy in blackberry jam and 
vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $22 
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87 Terra d’Oro 2016 Home Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Amador County). This smooth and soft 

wine is very easy on the palate despite its full body. 
Not as well structured as the last two vintages, it 
has low acidity and very little tannin to firm up the 
ripe plum flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 The Winery SF 2013 Zinfandel (North Coast). 
On the lighter side, this wine is very smooth 

and flavorful, not very tannic, and easy to drink. 
It blends good cherry and plum notes with some 
savory, black-pepper complexity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

87 Zinfandelic 2016 Old Vine Zinfandel (Sierra 
Foothills). Full bodied and nearly sweet, this 

very ripe and fruity wine smells like waffles and 
maple syrup and tastes like strawberries and black-
berries. Should be good to pair with salty and spicy 
dishes. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Brazin 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Intense smoky, meaty aromas lead to thick 

toast and spice flavors in this full-bodied and very 
oaky wine. Moderate berry flavors and medium tan-
nins lie underneath the oak. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $16 

86 Trinitas 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Men-
docino). This extravagantly woody wine has 

spicy, almost sweet aromas of cedar and pine fol-
lowed by flavors like strawberry and blackberry jam. 
The texture is very smooth. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $30 

85 Willowbrook 2015 Harris-Kratka Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Alexander Valley). This wine is 

earthy and herbal with a persistently tart tannic 
personality that’s hard to crack. Full bodied and 
ripe, it finishes short and quick. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

83 Kirkland Signature 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Sonoma County). This wine presents as 

slightly sweet and unstructured, muddled in pun-
gent earth and leather. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $10 

RED BLENDS

94 B Cellars 2015 Blend 26 (Napa Valley). 
Thick, extracted and smoothly integrated, 

this combines 76% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Cab-
ernet Franc and 12% Petit Verdot. The elements 
are a complementary contradiction of earthy sage, 
rock and sanguine meat alongside a richer chapter 
of mocha and toffee. Together, they are formidable 
and would stand up well to cellaring; enjoy best 
2025–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $97 

93 Caliza 2014 Azimuth (Paso Robles Willow 
Creek District). Heavy and rich aromas of 

black currant and blackberry jam paint a thick pic-
ture of depth and ripeness on the nose of this blend 
of 38% Mourvèdre, 33% Grenache and 29% Syrah. 
Aromatic purple flowers and lavish dark-fruit tones 
ride a silky texture on the palate, yet it is still a very 
young wine. Drink 2019–2029. Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $58 

93 Clos Solène 2015 Fluer de Solene (Paso 
Robles). Guillaume Fabre’s blend of 50% 

Syrah, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Gre-
nache needs a bit of time to unwind, but once it 
does, it’s another ode to balanced richness. Aromas 
of blackberry and wet slate lead into an elegant 
palate that’s thick, soft and full of grippy tannins. 
Flavors of elderberry and violet lead into a polished 
vanilla finish. Drink 2019–2030. Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $70 

92 Boeger 2015 Meritage (El Dorado). For full 
review see page 7. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

92 Las Positas 2014 Obscurus Estate (Livermore 
Valley). Bold and dry, this full-bodied wine 

is especially concentrated in flavor. It has a nearly 
black color with a purple rim, powerful blackberry 
aromas shaded by light smoke and black pepper, 
and flavors that go deep on the palate and last a long 
time on the finish.  —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $48 

92 Rowen 2014 Red (Sonoma County). For full 
review see page 8. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Brick & Mortar 2017 Vin Rubis (Napa Valley). 
The counterpart to the producer’s Vin Clair 

(the white version), this blends 58% Pinot Noir and 
48% Chardonnay from the same sites into a Beau-
jolais-like bright, light red that will do well serve 
slightly chilled. Pungent in earth, it offers dusty 
flavors of cherry and pomegranate, with a buzzy 
energy from the high-toned acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

91 Caliza 2013 Cohort (Paso Robles Willow Creek 
District). Roasted red berries, uncracked pep-

percorns, smoked beef and wood spice show on the 
nose of this blend of 63% Syrah, 19% Petite Sirah, 
9% Mourvèdre and 9% Primitivo. The palate starts 
with ripe black plum and smoked pork in berry 
sauce flavors, then is dusted with white pepper. It is 
still a young wine at five-years-old. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $58 

91 CrossHatch 2014 Depth Merlot-Cabernet 
Franc (Santa Ynez Valley). Though just 40% 

of the blend with the rest Merlot, the Cabernet 
Franc drives the sensory experience on this bot-
tling, starting with the tart cranberry, thyme and 

green peppercorn on the fresh, zesty nose. The 
palate offers more peppercorn along with bay leaf 
and forest moss, set against a red-plum backdrop. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Jalopy 2014 Grateful (Santa Barbara County). 
Dark berries meet with fudge and thyme on 

the somewhat restrained nose of this blend of 60% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 39% Syrah and 1% Viognier. 
Fat boysenberry and blackberry flavors are lifted by 
mace and dried herbs, framed by a penetrating acid-
ity that drives into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

91 La Folia Winery 2013 The Madness (Sierra 
Foothills). Abundant dark-fruit flavors and a 

smooth mouth-coating texture make a good combo 
in this deep-colored, full-bodied but not overly tan-
nic wine. Light touches of cinnamon and vanilla add 
extra interest, and linger on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $50 

91 Ultima Tulie 2015 Syrah-Grenache (Central 
Coast). Sagebrush, uncrushed peppercorns 

and wild red mulberries show on the nose of this 
blend of Syrah and Grenache by young winemaker 
Cameron Stoffel. The palate is full of woody forest 
flavors as well as touches of grilled strawberry, red 
plum, thyme and marjoram. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

91 Viader 2015 Proprietary Red (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 11.  

abv: 15.1% Price: $175 

90 Boeger 2015 Miglioré (El Dorado). A blend 
of Italian grape varieties, this wine has deep 

delicious berry aromas that lead to mouth-coating 
blackberry flavors and a moderately tannic texture 
that supports the ripe fruitiness very well. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

90 Flora Springs 2015 Trilogy (Napa Valley). 
This vintage of the well-known blend com-

bines 82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Malbec and 
8% Petit Verdot. Rich, smooth and concentrated, it 
offers a wealth of cherry, vanilla, plum and mocha 
flavors, the finish dotted in black pepper and cedar. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

90 Kirkland Signature 2014 Meritage (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 16. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

90 Las Positas 2014 Coccineous Estate (Liver-
more Valley). Not showy or oaky, this wine 

is very dense, concentrated and dry, and needs more 
time to develop in the bottle. Blend from Tempra-
nillo, Syrah, Petite Sirah and Malbec, it has an inky 
color, aromas of blackberry and cloves, and mouth-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  105

filling flavors backed by firm tannins and good 
 acidity. Best after 2023. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $48 

90 Las Positas 2014 Meritage (Livermore Valley). 
Full body and a firm texture give this wine 

plenty of structure, which it fills with black cherry, 
wood smoke and black-pepper flavors that are con-
centrated and persistent. Good gripping tannins help 
balance out the richness of fruit, and should help it 
age well. Best after 2020. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $72 

90 Neyers 2016 Left Bank Red (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

90 Pellet Estate 2015 Henry’s Reserve (Napa 
Valley). Leading with 86% Cabernet Sau-

vignon grown in St. Helena, this wine also includes 
14% Merlot. Together, they offer smooth rounded 
layers of cherry, blackberry and a dusting of cinna-
mon, the acidity focused and spicy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

90 Sentivo 2013 Mistra Reserve (El Dorado). 
Meaty spicy aromas backed by concentrated 

fruit and dark chocolate flavors give extra appeal to 
this rich full-bodied wine. The blackberry and rasp-
berry flavors verge on sweet, while a good touch of 
tannin in the texture provides an appetizing balance. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $34 

90 The Blending Lab 2015 wZPS (Paso Robles). 
This bold blend of 50% Zinfandel and 50% 

Petite Sirah starts with ripe aromas of black currant 
that are scaled back by the minerality of crushed 
lava rocks. The palate is considerably more dry and 
elegant, with black-plum, elderberry and purple-
flower flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $45 

90 Upshot 2015 Red (Sonoma County). For full 
review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Vie Winery 2013 L’Etranger The Stranger 
(North Coast). This is an absolutely clean, 

fresh and grapey wine that’s easy to sip and appre-
ciate. It tastes dry and inviting and has beautifully 
concentrated aromas and flavors of blackberry jam 
framed by a full but not tannic mouthfeel. Zinfandel, 
Syrah and Petite Sirah comprise the blend. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Las Positas NV Conspiratus II (Livermore 
Valley). This full-bodied wine is deeply 

colored, packed with blackberry and boysenberry 
flavors and is softly mouth-coating in texture. It 
has light oak spices, good concentration, not much 
noticeable acidity or tannin, but a good dark fruiti-
ness throughout. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

89 McManis 2016 North Forty (California). 
Bursting with ripe fruit flavors and lightly 

accented by oak, this full-bodied and smooth-tex-
tured wine tastes very generous and has a broad, 
almost soft mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Neyers 2016 Sage Canyon (California). 
Smoky, spicy oak aromas are well integrated 

with generous ripe fruit and licorice flavors in this 
full-bodied lightly tannic Rhône-style blend. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

89 NoCurfew 2014 Red (California). A tasty kiss 
of oak gives this full-bodied and smooth-

textured wine a little extra lift. Vanilla, toast and a 
touch of caramel in the aroma meet a warm broad 
mouthfeel, ripe fruit flavors and hints of baking 
spices. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

89 Rock Wall 2016 Heringer Vineyard (Clarks-
burg). This is a well-balanced and well-

rounded wine made from almost equal parts Mal-
bec, Mourvèdre and Petit Verdot that tastes nicely 
dry, lightly tannic and full bodied. It has cranberry 
and black-cherry aromas, vivid fruit flavors and 
firm structure. —J.G. 
abv: 14.42% Price: $28 

89 The Crusher 2015 Red Wine Blend (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 15. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Wise Villa NV Wise Choice Estate Produced 
(Sierra Foothills). This wine is big but easy-

drinking. Blended from Malbec, Syrah and Petite 
Verdot, it has full body and delicious chocolate-
cherry flavors that spread across the palate and are 
supported by mild tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

88 Fenestra 2013 Conjugation (Livermore Val-
ley). Nicely balanced and full bodied, this 

Malbec blend is fruit-driven, tasting like blackber-
ries and black cherries, with minimal spicy oak 
additions. It has a smooth sleek texture and very 
light tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

88 High Dive 2014 Red (Napa Valley). This is 
made from 64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% 

Merlot, 14% Cabernet Franc and 3% Petit Verdot. 
Woody, the full-bodied wine is integrated, with a 
mild structure that lends itself to soft savory flavors 
of clove and rich cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

88 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2014 Mid-
night (Napa Valley). Muted on the nose, 

this blend of 52% Petit Verdot, 44% Malbec, 2% 
Merlot and 2% Cabernet Sauvignon is hearty and 
thickly extracted, the fruit red and highly strung, 

with herbal components taking on prominence as 
the wine opens.  —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

88 Medlock Ames 2015 Snakepit (Alexander 
Valley). Made from 71% Merlot and 29% 

Cabernet Sauvignon this traffics in reductive leath-
ery aromas that lead to thickly layered, smoothly 
lush flavors highlighted in bitter dust, plum and 
clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

88 The Winery SF 2013 People’s Blend (North 
Coast). A rounded mouthfilling texture and 

generous soft-fruit flavors make this full-bodied 
wine easy to enjoy. It has lightly spicy aromas, quite-
concentrated grape-jam flavors and a soothing rich 
mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

88 Wild Hogge 2012 Moongate (Paso Robles). 
This blend of 75% Primitivo, 13% Syrah 

and 12% Cabernet Franc is starting to show its age, 
offering rustic dried red-cherry, dust and leather 
flavors. There are hints of clove and cinnamon dec-
orating the candied red fruit of the palate, but it’s 
time to drink up on this bottling. —M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $38 

87 Avalon 2015 Blend (California). For full 
review see page 18. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Girasole 2016 Hybrid Red (Mendocino County). 
This is a straightforward medium-bodied 

dry wine based on Merlot that has plenty of cherry 
and berry aromas, nicely concentrated flavors and a 
touch of tannin to give some grip to the mouthfeel. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

87 Iron Hub 2014 Resolute Estate Red (Shenan-
doah Valley). Smooth, rather soft and very 

fruity, this mouthfilling wine offers deep blackberry 
flavors and a sweetish aspect that smooths over any 
tannins in the texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $28 

87 Longevity 2013 Press-Ton Vintner Select 
(California). Intense berry and black-cherry 

flavors give focus to this full-bodied, smooth and 
not-very-tannic wine. Touches of raspberry and 
leather in the aroma add complexity to the core of 
dark fruit. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $32 

87 Medlock Ames 2015 Estate Red Bell Moun-
tain Red (Alexander Valley). This is a con-

centrated wine rich in red fruit that remains light in 
the glass. Herbal, earthy undertones of oyster shell 
and dill mix with cedar and currant. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $48 

87 Seven Peaks 2014 Red (California). This is 
a well-balanced medium-bodied non-oaky 
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wine that blends a fresh fruitiness like black cher-
ries with a lightly tannic texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Tranzind 2015 Red (Lodi). Very ripe berry 
flavors and a broad smooth texture propel 

this full-bodied and mouth-coating wine to a lin-
gering finish. Oaky accents of cinnamon, smoke and 
vanilla add complexity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $15 

86 American House Wine 2016 Red (Califor-
nia). This extroverted wine has a meaty 

beefy aroma and abundant oaky spicy flavors. It is 
medium to full in body, has moderate tannins and a 
good gripping texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2013 Choreography 
(Livermore Valley). Hints of caramel com-

plement very ripe fruit flavors in this full-bodied, 
smooth and mouth-coating wine. It tastes well aged 
and ready to drink. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

86 Purple Heart Wines 2015 Red (Sonoma 
 County). Led by 67% Merlot, this also 

includes 19% Zinfandel, 8% Petit Verdot and 6% 
Cabernet Franc. Approachable and thickly concen-
trated, it offers a generous helping of fruity black-
berry and cherry with toasted oak,  —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

86 The Dirty Pure Project 2015 The Bomb (Cali-
fornia). This sweet-seeming wine smells 

like maple syrup and tastes like brown sugar, so 
it may be an apt match for slow-cooked barbecue. 
Milk chocolate, plum jam and other pastry-like 
accents join in. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

86 Wise Villa 2015 Wisdom of Wise Estate Pro-
duced (Placer County). A good amount of 

sweetness tempers the bold full-bodied elements in 
this rich blackberry bomb of a wine. It has a mouth-
filling texture, plenty of ripe to overripe fruit notes 
and a mapley finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

85 Naggiar 2015 Don Giovanni Estate Grown 
(Sierra Foothills). Very smooth and some-

what sweet, this full-bodied wine smells and tastes 
like chocolate-covered cherries, and works well for 
 dessert. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

85 The Cleaver 2015 Red (California). A deep 
color and bright aromas of raspberry and 

blackberry precede wood-smoke and charred-oak 
flavors that give this medium-bodied wine an edgy 
character. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Trio 2012 Red (Howell Mountain). A blend 
of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cab-

ernet Franc, this wine is softly textured but some-
what harsh on the palate. A simple entry of ripe dark 
cherry is supported by light oak and a diluted finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

85 Ty Caton 2014 Entycement (Sonoma County). 
This blends Zinfandel, Syrah, Sangiovese, 

Merlot, Petite Sirah and Cabernet Sauvignon in a 
kitchen-sink offering of overripe baked flavors and 
aromas. Sweet cherry and vanilla highlight thick 
extracted layers that end simply. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

84 Bonny Doon 2014 A Proper Claret (California). 
A light but noticeable smoky, ashy element 

affects the aromas and flavors of this medium-bod-
ied, dark-fruited wine, and a dry, slightly astringent 
texture accompanies them. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $16 

84 Bota Box 2016 Nighthawk Black (California). 
Very fruity jammy aromas are followed by 

fruity and herbal flavors and some sweetness on the 
tongue. The wine is medium bodied and fairly rich 
in mouthfeel, with very little tannin or acidity. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23/3 L 

84 Essentially Geared NV Red (California). This 
is a full-bodied and firmly structured dry 

wine that delivers earthy, herbal aromas, a big blast 
of black-cherry flavor and a texture that has a good, 
tannic bite. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $7/375 ml 

82 Bota Box NV RedVolution (California). A bit 
smoky and oaky in aroma, this medium-

bodied wine has ripe, lightly sweet and candied-
fruit flavors like plums and cherries. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24/3 L 

82 Longevity 2011 Phil-osophy Vintner Select 
(Livermore Valley). This wine has a dusty 

sunbaked aroma, full body and very mature fruit 
and spice flavors. Prune, sun-dried tomato and bal-
samic flavors come through. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% --Price: $42 

OTHER RED WINES

91 Jason-Stephens 2013 Swing Carménère (Santa 
Clara Valley). For full review see page 10. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

89 Cambiata 2014 Tannat (Monterey). This 
bottling of a rarely found grape by Eric 

Laumann from Rocosa Loma Vineyard shows Con-
cord grape, cassis and cola-spice aromas. The pal-
ate offers candied black fruit, a pinch of pepper and 
wood smoke, along with elegant touches of laven-
der, framed by firm tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

SWEET WINES

91 PasoPort 2009 Violeta Portray Port (Paso 
Robles). Baked black plums, toffee, cappuc-

cino and loam aromas show on this dessert blend 
of 60% Touriga, 21% Tinta Cao and 19% Souzao. 
The palate shows heft wrapped in sweetness, with 
flavors of raisin, tobacco, quince paste and dark 
chocolate enveloped in a refreshing acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 19% Price: $36/500 ml 

88 Williams Selyem 2016 Vista Verde Vineyard 
Late Harvest Gewürztraminer (San Benito 

County). Orange blossom oil, stargazer lily and 
grapefruit-granita aromas show on the nose of this 
dessert wine, which is transcendent in some years 
but merely delicious this time around. A soft vis-
cosity frames the palate, where flavors of honey and 
orange-blossom syrup arise. —M.K. 
abv: 9.2% Price: $40/375 ml 

ARIZONA
RED WINES

87 Callaghan Vineyards 2013 Buena Suerte 
(Sonoita). Savory aromas of brandied 

cherry, cedar, licorice and vanilla open on the nose. 
The palate shows riper fruits in tones of raspberry 
and plum, with flavors of clove, oak and more 
vanilla. Gentle, dusty tannins lend structure to the 
palate, while a healthy vein of acidity keeps the fruit 
flavors juicy. Red cherry lingers on the finish with 
an undercurrent of leather. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

85 Aridus 2014 Tank 28 (Arizona). Stewed 
black cherry and plum aromas are muddled 

with licorice and menthol on the nose. The palate 
feels flat and lacking in acidity, offering flavors of 
baked cherries, raspberries, syrupy strawberries 
and artificial vanilla. There is fleeting grip of tan-
nin leading into the candied raspberry finish. —F.A. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $12 

80 Aridus 2015 Limited Production Malbec (Ari-
zona). Muted aromas of cherry NyQuil and 

hard candies are tempered by whispers of sweet 
baking spice on the nose. Thick and flat, with papery 
tannins, the palate shows overripe strawberry and 
cherry dragged down by a bitter medicinal under-
current. The finish is clipped, with a final swipe of 
cough syrup. —F.A. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $37 

ROSÉ

84 Aridus 2016 Rosé (Arizona). The nose shows 
aromas of apricot, white flowers, green 

strawberry and raspberry streaked with hand soap. 
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Flavors of white pepper and wild herbs meld with 
muddled cherry and strawberry on the palate. —F.A. 
abv: 13.36% Price: $28 

TEXAS
ROSÉS

89 Llano Estacado 2017 Monte Stella Rosé 
(Texas). This rosé opens with charming 

aromas of strawberry, cherry, fresh cut grass and 
crushed minerals. The palate is fresh and savory 
echoing the nose and adding lime acidity. Grassy fla-
vors build into the finish with plenty of citrus and 
a touch of bitter grapefruit right at the end. —F.A. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

89 Llano Estacado 2017 Signature Rosé (Texas). 
Enticing aromas of strawberry and freshly 

squeezed lemon juice are accented by white pep-
per on the nose of this blend of 34% Cinsault, 31% 
Carignan, 22% Mourvèdre and 13% Grenache. Ripe 
pink grapefruit and strawberry flavors are sunny on 
the palate, backed by juicy lemon-lime acidity that 
leads into a clean, zesty finish. Best Buy. —F.A. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $10 

87 Llano Estacado 2016 Mont Sec Rosé (Texas). 
Aromas of white grape juice, yellow peach 

and ruby grapefruit introduce this luscious rosé. 
Yellow cherry and white peach flavors are struck 
against white pepper and beachgrass on the palate. 
The polished finish introduces some stony flavors 
while bitter lime marks the close. —F.A. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $14 

87 Messina Hof 2017 Sophia Marie Bright Begin-
nings Rosé (Texas). Bright coral pink in the 

glass, aromas of raspberry, cherry and kiwi skins 
are sprinkled with white pepper and celery. Made 
from Dolcetto, the palate shows measured acidity 
balanced by lush flavors of strawberry, raspberry, 
kiwi and guava that remain juicy through the fin-
ish. —F.A. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

COLORADO
CABERNET FRANC

89 The Infinite Monkey Theorem 2016 Caber-
net Franc (Grand Valley). Magenta in color, 

aromas of blueberry and pomegranate are muddled 
with strawberry, white pepper and vanilla on the 
nose of this delightful Cabernet Franc. The palate 
is juicy and bright in tones of pomegranate and red 
cherry, tempered by white pepper, vanilla and fine 
grained tannins. The juicy fruit flavors pleasantly 
linger, leading to a second wave of white pepper on 
the finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

87 The Winery At Holy Cross Abbey 2015 Cab-
ernet Franc (Colorado). Aromas of licorice, 

brandied cherry, red currant and black pepper show 
on a nose. This is a solid Cabernet Franc, if slightly 
over oaked, with juicy flavors of cranberry and 
pomegranate upfront leading to nutmeg, toasted oak 
and more black pepper. Tangy, lifting acidity keeps 
it in balance, with dusty tannins lingering through 
the oaky finish of muddled cherries and more spice. 
—F.A. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

85 Creekside Cellars 2015 Franc (Grand Valley). 
With some time in the glass, this closed 

wine offers aromas of black currant, anise and 
cedar. The palate is equally shy at first, with flavors 
of nutmeg and cedar, yet with time reveals intense 
vanilla, plum and raspberry flavors. The tannins 
start sandy but continue to build on the palate, 
nearly overwhelming the plum and black pepper 
flavors on the medium-length finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

84 BookCliff 2014 Reserve Cabernet Franc 
(Colorado). Aromas of black cherry, vanilla 

and cinnamon are charged with black pepper on the 
nose. The heavily oaked palate offers sandy tannins 
and just enough acidity, with flavors of plum, cran-
berry and black cherry that mingle with cedar and 
black pepper. The intense oak flavors carry through 
the finish, joined by a note of brandied cherry. —F.A. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $NA 

OTHER RED WINES

88 The Winery At Holy Cross Abbey 2015 Merlot 
(Colorado). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $26 

88 The Winery At Holy Cross Abbey 2015 Reserve 
Merlot (Colorado). Cedar, oak, leather and 

vanilla dominate the nose and carry over to the 
palate, where vibrant cranberry and pomegranate 
flavors pop with a wash of fresh acidity over attrac-
tive peppery notes and grippy tannins. Tangy fruit 
lingers on the finish with a pinch of pepper. —F.A. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

87 BookCliff 2015 Reserve Malbec (Colorado). 
Spicy aromas of cedar, baking spice and 

green peppercorn hover above notes of vanilla, 
blackberry and blueberry on the nose. The powdery 
tannins are well balanced on the straightforward 
palate, with more notes of cedar and pepper along-
side additions of leather and raspberry. The fruit is 
left behind on the finish but oaky tones persist with 
a grip of tannins. —F.A. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 The Infinite Monkey Theorem 2016 Malbec 
(Grand Valley). Cranberry, pomegranate and 

black pepper aromas introduce a lush wine. Gentle 
tannins and well-balanced acidity add to the easy 
flavors of juicy red berries and vanilla speckled 

with peppery spice. The finish is all red fruit, with a 
whisper of vanilla and white pepper. —F.A. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

SPARKLING WINE

88 The Infinite Monkey Theorem 2014 Bubble 
Universe (Colorado). Intensely floral aromas 

of summer rose gardens and lavender fields leap 
from the glass, with hints of freshly peeled orange 
peeking through. The palate is equally playful in fla-
vors of lemon juice and orange-blossom honey, kept 
light by tangy acidity and jubilant bubbles. White 
peach joins lemon juice on the finish, with just a 
touch of nuttiness bringing it to a close. —F.A. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $50 

ROSÉS

88 The Infinite Monkey Theorem 2017 Rosé 
(Grand Valley). Don’t let the glowing neon-

watermelon color frighten you, this juicy rosé is 
packed with flavors and aromas of ripe strawberry, 
cherry, watermelon and lime. The palate strikes a 
balance between bright zesty acidity and crushed 
river rock minerality, leading to a cheerful lingering 
watermelon note on the finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Sutcliffe 2016 Rosé (Colorado). Pale salmon 
in color, aromas of Golden Delicious apple, 

strawberry, white flowers and wet concrete waft 
from the glass. The palate echoes the nose, add-
ing Asian pear, white peach, a squeeze of lime and 
a mineral-driven vein of acidity. The finish is light 
and clean, with delicate flavors of pear and water-
melon juice. —F.A. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

VIRGINIA
SAUVIGNON BLANC

89 Barboursville Vineyards 2016 Reserve Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Virginia). Passionfruit, chamo-

mile, grapefruit, green pepper and canteloupe show 
on the nose and palate. A lovely minerality in the 
form of wet stone is present as well. The acidity is 
commanding without overpowering and lends itself 
to a long and fresh finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Barboursville Vineyards 2014 Reserve Sau-
vignon Blanc (Virginia). This reserve Sau-

vignon Blanc is fresh in profile, with tropical fruit 
tones and lively acidity alongside secondary compo-
nents of marzipan, marmalade and wild ginger that 
have evoloved with age. The texture is both ener-
getic and creamy, with a long, leesy finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 
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88 Boxwood 2017 Estate Sauvignon Blanc (Mid-
dleburg). This wine offers lemon, grape-

fruit, chamomile and a soft, green mossiness on the 
nose. Pea shoots, citrus and crushed minerals dance 
on the tongue with vibrant acidity. It finishes zippy 
and crisp, and would be perfect with oysters. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Stone Tower 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Vir-
ginia). Using slightly less new oak than the 

Reserve, this Sauvignon Blanc is bright and ener-
getic. Aromas and flavors of passionfruit, grapefruit, 
honeysuckle and grass carry this wine. The acidity 
is racy and works well to combat the full, creamy 
weight. It finishes long and smooth. Pair with rich, 
creamy cheese. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

88 Veritas 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Monticello). 
The bouquet of this wine is enticing in 

tones of grapefruit, flint, Pink Lady apples and pil-
sner. It manifests on the palate in such a way that 
is buoyant and lush, with texture from the lees. It 
feels silky and alive at the same time and finishes 
long and full of complexity. Editors’ Choice. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Barboursville Vineyards 2015 Reserve Sau-
vignon Blanc (Virginia). Grapefruit, white 

peach, cantaloupe and pilsner aromas follow 
through to the palate. Bright acidity is matched 
with a textural creaminess. The finish is demure, 
with a zip of acidity straight down the middle of the 
tongue. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Boxwood 2016 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Middleburg). This wine is concentrated on 

the nose with canteloupe, mango, flint and yeast. 
Equally tropical and intese on the palate, there are 
playful bursts of necterine and marzipan. It feels 
creamy and smooth despite its lively acidity. The 
finish is long and flavorful. —C.D. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $19 

87 Breaux 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Virginia). 
Flint and savory herbs are the stars of this 

wine, with citrus playing a supporting role. In both 
aroma and flavor, fennel and bell pepper stand out 
with grapefruit and a smoky, stoniness on the mid-
palate. The finish is long and zippy in herbacious 
tones. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Glen Manor 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Virginia). 
This wine has enticing aromas of lemon, 

white peach and aloe which translate onto the pal-
ate. The acidity is crisp but could stand a little more 
to hold up to the body. The lovely flavors hang on 
until the very end of a long finish. —C.D. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $NA 

87 Stone Tower 2016 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 
(Virginia). This reserve Sauvignon Blanc is 

teeming with scents of candied peach and lemon, 

with geranium and honeydew. Full in body, this is 
a white that could stand up to a heartier meal. The 
creaminess and roundness stick around on the long 
finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Sunset Hills 2016 50 W Sauvignon Blanc 
(Virginia). Soft aromas of grapefruit, lemon, 

wet stone and moss set the tone for this Sauvignon 
Blanc. Not in your face in any way, the aromas and 
flavors are classic yet demure. This is light and 
bright, with zippy acidity that leaves a tingle on the 
long finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $NA 

87 Veritas 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Monticello). 
This wine is lively in tropical and floral aro-

mas. Lychee, passion fruit and geranium are con-
centrated on the nose, as well as prevalent on the 
palate. There is a striking salinity that gives this 
wine a savory line. There’s a lot of power in the 
wine. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Delfosse 2016 Mountain and Vine Sauvignon 
Blanc (Monticello). Aromas of mango, pas-

sion fruit, gooseberry and geranium show on the 
nose. The tropical notes follow through to the pal-
ate, but are muted by a briny salinity. This would be 
a nice wine to sip outside while eating soft shelled 
crab. —C.D. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $NA 

86 Glen Manor 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Virginia). 
This Sauvignon Blanc has a tropical nose, 

full of overripe melon, passionfruit, fresh grapefruit 
and button mushroom. The flavors are similar and 
there is also a nice salinity to the palate. Easy drink-
ing from ample acidity, this would be a great sum-
mer salad accompaniment. —C.D. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $NA 

86 Linden 2016 Avenius Sauvignon Blanc (Vir-
ginia). The nose on this Sauvignon Blanc is 

oddly overripe. Most of the aromas of canteloupe, 
mango, lychee and geranium are pleasing, but they 
are overpowered by a waft of ginko nut. All of these 
flavors carry to the palate, where bright acidity 
doesn’t quite stand up to the full body. —C.D. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $NA 

CHARDONNAY

88 Chatham 2016 Church Creek Steel Chardon-
nay (Virginia’s Eastern Shore). This uno-

aked Chardonnay is fresh in with aromas of lemon, 
grapefruit, lees and wet stone. The palate mirrors 
the nose, with vibrant acidity that extends the long, 
cheeky finish. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

86 Paradise Springs 2016 Chardonnay (Vir-
ginia). This wine offers a pleasant nose of 

pineapple, lemon and lees. The palate displays more 

of the same, with a surprising stony minerality. The 
acidity and body are harmonious and the finish is 
long and smooth in notes of wood and butter. —C.D. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $29 

85 Chatham 2016 Church Creek Oak Chardon-
nay (Virginia’s Eastern Shore). A heavy mar-

garine scent overpowers faint pineapple and lemon 
aromas in this wine. These notes carry to the palate, 
along with oaky vanilla and spice. Flabby in mouth-
feel, the finish is long but lacking in lift. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Lightwell Survey 2015 Hintermen White 
(Shenandoah Valley). A blend of Riesling 

and Petit Manseng, this wine is anything but ordi-
nary. A gorgeous bouquet of orange peel, geranium, 
white peach and petrol lead the way to flavors that 
echo the aromas, as well as additional notes of apple 
peel, button mushroom and oyster. The umami ele-
ment is really engaging to the senses and adds a 
creamy dimension the the mouthfeel. Despite the 
lovely acidity, the finish is won over by a creami-
ness. Editors’ Choice. —C.D. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $30 

89 Lightwell Survey 2015 Goodbye Horses Ries-
ling (Shenandoah Valley). Aromas of white 

peach, honeysuckle and geranium follow through to 
the palate and are met with flavors citrus pith and 
ginger powder. There is also fullness to the palate 
and the finish is long and lively with evolving fla-
vors. —C.D. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

88 Gray Ghost 2017 Riesling (Virginia). A 
demure nose of lemon, orange peel and 

green apple starts this off. The palate is more 
intense in its apple and lemon curd flavors, with 
racy acidity on the finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Stone Tower 2016 Viognier (Virginia). There 
is a lot going on in this wine, from the depth 

of flavors and aromas to the compelling mouthfeel. 
Aromas of honeydew, juniper, white peach meld 
with coconut, ground ginger and butter. Smooth 
and creamy in the mouth, this could stand up to a 
hearty meal. The finish is long and evolving. —C.D. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

87 Early Mountain 2016 Petit Manseng (Vir-
ginia). Concentrated aromas of orange rind, 

chamomile, red plum and mango follow through to 
the palate, with a hint of coconut. The body is full 
in feel and lends itself to a long and warm finish. 
—C.D. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

87 Gray Ghost 2017 Gewürztraminer (Virginia). 
Emblematic aromas of lychee, rose and gin-

ger abound on the nose, with white grape, aloe and 
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juniper. These tones are intense on the palate yet 
they carry a slightly soapy sheen. Medium in acid-
ity and body, the fruit flavors extend the long, spicy 
finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $24 

87 Rosemont NV White (Virginia). While the 
aromas and flavors are very faint, there is a 

complexity imparted by lees. Lemon and orange peel 
are met with notes of pilsner and mealy apple. Tex-
turally, this is really nice—creamy and sprightly all 
at once. The finish is long and leesy. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Rosemont 2017 Pinot Grigio (Virginia). Aro-
mas of lemon and pear drop are of medium 

intensity on the nose. The palate has an appealing 
stoniness and a lasting flavor of lemon curd. Bright 
acidity offers a long, zippy finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Rosemont 2017 Traminette (Virginia). This 
wine is heavily perfumed in tones of white 

peach, lychee, white grape and rose essence. On the 
palate the flavors translate as soapy and the body is 
quite full on this dry expression of the varietal. The 
finish is long yet disconnected. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

ROSÉS

89 Early Mountain 2017 Rosé (Virginia). This 
rosé offers delicate nose of strawberry, 

white tea and wet limestone. This minerality car-
ries over to the palate with tones of dried herbs and 
lavender. Bright acidity and a stony mouthfeel lead 
to a long and elegant finish. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

88 Horton 2016 Private Reserve Nebbiolo Rosé 
(Virginia). Vibrantly pink and lush in aro-

mas of rooibos, melon, raspberry and peach, this 
rosé sets itself apart from the pack. Flavors burst 
with raspberry and orange peel on the palate, with a 
well-balanced, flavorful finish. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Rosemont 2017 Rosé (Virginia). This 100% 
Chambourcin rosé is abundantly fruity in 

aromas of watermelon, orange blossom and cante-
loupe. These characteristics find their way onto the 
palate, which also delivers an astringent quality of 
orange peels and apple skins. The acidity adds vigor 
and leads to a long finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Stone Tower 2016 Rosé (Virginia). This rosé 
is concentrated in aromas of strawberry, 

peach and a bouquet of rose and geranium. The 
palate is teeming with juicy fruit and the finish is 
smooth and round. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

86 Paradise Springs 2017 Nana’s Rosé (Vir-
ginia). This rosé is quiet on the nose but 

brings flavors of strawberry and grapefruit on the 
palate, alongside an umami-rich saline tone. The 
acidity is lively, making this a good summer salad 
wine. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

86 Stinson 2016 Rosé (Virginia). Despite hav-
ing a metalic character at first, orange peel, 

strawberry and lavender find their way to the fore. 
The palate is nutty and savory, with hints of berries 
and elderflower. —C.D. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $21 

84 Veramar 2016 JB Winemaker Series Rosé 
(Virginia). Deep in color, the nose of this 

rosé reads a bit medicinal. Hints of pomegranate 
and berries come through on the palate in this bold 
sipper. —C.D. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $25 

CABERNET FRANC

89 Lovingston 2016 Shay’s Cask Cabernet Franc 
(Monticello). This Cabernet Franc is burst-

ing at the seams with complexities. Flavors and 
aromas of blueberry, cinnamon, cedar, violet and 
lavender are contained on a medium-bodied palate, 
with very light tannic expression and graceful acid-
ity. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Lightwell Survey 2015 The Weird Ones are 
Wolves Cabernet Franc (Shenandoah Val-

ley). Far from your run of the mill Cabernet Franc, 
layers of complexity begin with aromas of mint, 
black-currant leaf, eucalyptus, coffee and spice. 
Well-integrated tannins and kinetic acidity lend 
themselves to a long and deep finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Chatham 2016 Church Creek Cabernet Franc 
(Virginia’s Eastern Shore). Brambly and 

stalky on the nose, this wine boasts tones of black-
berry and black-currant leaf with a savory, meaty 
undertone. The palate is similar but offers more 
spicy notes. This is a Cabernet Franc with a lot of 
weight and body but the acidity holds up. The finish 
is long and savory. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

RED BLENDS

89 Paradise Springs 2013 PVT (Virginia). Aro-
mas of blackberry and black plum, fig, 

balsamic, cedar and spices are high toned in this 
Petit Verdot and Tannat blend. Highly extracted 
and full of intrigue, this offers well integrated tan-
nins and vibrant acidity on the palate matched by a 
big mouthfeel. The finish is long and powerful but 
smooth. —C.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Stone Tower 2015 Hogback Mountain (Vir-
ginia). Cabernet Sauvignon dominant, this 

Bordeaux-style blend boasts bright, elegant aromas 
and flavors of cranberry, acacia, red plum, lavender 
and cinnamon. The tannins are prevelant but well 
integrated and sleek, while the acidity is vibrant and 
gives an impression of brightness. It’s approachable 
now but can cellar through 2028. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $69 

88 Lightwell Survey 2015 Los Idiots (Virginia). 
The name Los Idiots references the poten-

tial blunder of the winemaker’s decision to make a 
low-intervention, carbonic-maceration, Syrah-and-
Riesling blend in Virginia. A complex nose of rose, 
black cherry, bubblegum and iron lead the way to 
the palate, which boasts a vein of cinnamon spice. 
Delicate in mouthfeel, this is well balanced and full 
of interest. —C.D. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $25 

88 Paradise Springs 2015 Meritage (Virginia). 
This Petit Verdot-heavy blend is deep in 

color and complexity. A heady bouquet of black 
plum, clove, cedar, black-currant leaf and licorice 
carries to the palate. Well balanced by ample acid-
ity and plentiful, yet smooth tannins, this is silky in 
feel. The finish is long, with tones of oak spice and 
black tea. —C.D. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $42 

87 Chatham 2016 Vintner’s Blend (Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore). This Bordeaux-style blend 

is smooth and effortless. Bright aromas of black 
cherry, lavender, cinnamon and rooibos follow 
though onto the palate. Bright acidity on the finish 
leaves this feeling fresh. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Stone Tower 2015 Wind Swept Hill (Virginia). 
This Bordeaux-style blend starts off with 

aromas of red plum, cranberry, rhubarb stalk and 
green pepper. These translate onto the palate, where 
the char of the oak becomes prominent. While the 
feel of the wine is well balanced from sprightly acid-
ity and structured tannins, the finish has a bitter-
ness that lingers. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Lovingston 2016 Gilbert’s Vineyard Pino-
tage (Monticello). Lush aromas of smoke, 

black cherry, clove, cinnamon and game lead the 
way to the palate. Full in body, with silky tannins 
and vibrant acidity, this wine offers a lingering 
smoky finish. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

87 Lovingston 2016 Josie’s Knoll Merlot (Monti-
cello). This Merlot is superfloral and bright, 

with aromas and flavors of kirsch, red cherry, violet, 
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lavender and cinnamon that carry to the palate. The 
finish is long and flavorful. —C.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

86 Chatham 2014 Church Creek Merlot (Virgin-
ia’s Eastern Shore). This Merlot has aromas 

of black cherry, juniper, and white pepper. The pal-
ate is spicy in tones of clove and cinnamon, with an 
undercurrent of black plum and cherry. Ample acid-
ity, a full body and generous tannic structure lead to 
a long, spicy finish. —C.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

86 Stone Tower 2013 Petit Verdot (Virginia). 
Notes of blackberry, plum, cedar and fig 

are found on the nose and palate, with additional 
tones of resin and charred wood. While the acidity 
is fresh, the tannins are intensely parching. The fin-
ish is long and overtly woody. —C.D. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $72 

NEW YORK
RIESLING

93 Hermann J. Wiemer 2016 Magdalena Vine-
yard Estate Bottled and Grown Riesling 

(Seneca Lake). This wine is sourced from a 24-acre 
vineyard on the northwestern part of Seneca Lake. 
While exuding ultraripeness in its plush stone fruit, 
pineapple and white blossom tones on the nose, 
there’s still great deal of balance and finesse. The 
palate is broad and expansive in flavors of soft yel-
low apple, juicy apricot and white plum, with a fresh 
line of acidity maintaining focus. White tea tannins 
offer some grip and astringency on the midpalate, 
extending into the long, lingering finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

92 Hermann J. Wiemer 2016 Estate Bottled and 
Grown Dry Riesling (Seneca Lake). For full 

review see page 7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

92 Hermann J. Wiemer 2016 HJW Vineyard Ries-
ling (Seneca Lake). Intensely concentrated 

in milky white blossoms and ripe stone fruit, this 
well-balanced Riesling hits all the marks. There’s 
breadth to the ripe fruit flavors, with plenty of acid-
ity for balance. A delicate, soft grip of astringency 
holds everything firmly in place, leading into a pow-
dered mineral finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

91 Fox Run 2014 Lot 11 Lake Dana Vineyard Ries-
ling (Seneca Lake). This off-dry wine offers 

intense aromas of crushed stone, honeycomb and 
apple skins. The palate is textured and round in 
juicy peach and melon flavors yet balanced by a 
lively vein of lemon-lime acidity. Lemon honey lin-
gers on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 8.6% Price: $30 

91 Hermann J. Wiemer 2016 Estate Bottled and 
Grown Reserve Dry Riesling (Seneca Lake). An 

earthy, blossomy nose of gardenia and wet slate mixes 
with fruitier elements of peach and papaya. These  
primary characters carry to the palate where nuanced  
notes of waxy lemon offer focus to the broad, riper 
fruit. A fuzzy peach skin texture extends through 
the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $29 

90 Lamoreaux Landing 2016 Round Rock Vine-
yard Riesling (Finger Lakes). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $24 

89 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2016 Dry Riesling (Fin-
ger Lakes). Clean aromas of quince and 

limestone ride over a riper stone fruit core. Light 
bodied in feel, the dry palate is taut and focused, 
with tart apricot, lime and a chalky, mineral tone. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

89 Fox Run 2014 Lot 11 Hanging Delta Vineyard 
Riesling (Seneca Lake). Earthy in character, 

this off-dry Riesling shows an exuberance of lemon, 
lime and sun-baked stone on the nose. The palate is 
succulent and round in juicy peach, blossoms and 
honey flavors. —A.P. 
abv: 8.6% Price: $30 

89 Hermann J. Wiemer 2015 HJW Bio Estate 
Bottled and Grown Riesling (Seneca Lake). 

From a new project of biodynamically grown Ries-
ling on the Wiemer estate, this wine offers a wealth 
of peach, spring blossoms and citrus on the nose. 
The palate is soft in feel yet bolstered by a refresh-
ing vein of acidity that carries ripe flavors of stone 
fruit and papaya. There’s lots of balancing astrin-
gency in this wine, which lends to its textured, dry 
finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

89 Hosmer 2016 Single Wheel Patrician Verona 
Riesling (Cayuga Lake). Milky white flow-

ers, limestone and citrus aromas are delicate on 
the nose. The palate shows an intricate balance of 
ripeness struck against a vein of lime juice. This is 
off-dry in style and lingers on a citrus blossom note. 
—A.P. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $20 

88 Buttonwood Grove 2016 Dry Riesling (Finger 
Lakes). This wine is clean and focused on 

the nose in notes of citrus rind, crushed stone and 
grassy, blossomy floral tones. The light-bodied, dry 
palate offers pithy lemon-lime flavors, with a wealth 
of white flowers and minerals that linger on the fin-
ish. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

88 Hermann J. Wiemer 2015 Late Harvest Ries-
ling (Seneca Lake). Grassy herbs, goose-

berry and slate make for an atypical aroma for a late 
harvest Riesling. The palate brings more familiar 

melon and chalky apple flavors, with a mild vein of 
acidity carrying to a peach-fuzz finish. —A.P. 
abv: 8.6% Price: $24 

88 Lamoreaux Landing 2016 Dry Estate Bottled 
Riesling (Finger Lakes). Lemongrass, grape-

fruit peel and tonic are refreshing and clean on the 
nose. The lithe palate shows a bit more ripeness, 
with juicy peach on the fore that turns more lean 
and tart on the finish. Overall, this is quite enjoy-
able for its short burst of power. —A.P. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $15 

87 Rooster Hill 2016 Dry Riesling (Finger Lakes). 
Citrus, pineapple rind and lemon balm aro-

mas are mildly concentrated on the nose. Light in 
profile, the palate offers a bit more ripeness with a 
melon  flavor balanced by lemon-lime acidity. —A.P. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $17 

87 Three Brothers 2016 Zero Degrees Dry Ries-
ling (Finger Lakes). This is enjoyable in its 

straightforward appeal, offering pineapple rind, 
crushed stone and Sweet Tart candy tones on the 
nose and palate. This has a round, ripe feel, with 
proper balance from citrusy acidity, making this a 
perfect aperitif. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

86 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2016 Riesling 
(Finger Lakes). Spiced red apple and stone 

fruit aromas carry to the ripe, juicy palate. There’s 
an  attractive roundness adding weight, with a bit 
of  residual sugar to help prop up the fruit flavors, 
 ultimately this is a simple, off-dry pour. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Swedish Hill 2016 Blue Waters Dry Riesling 
(Finger Lakes). Quiet aromas of citrus and 

blossoms are simple on the nose. The light-bodied 
palate shows a bit more character in its soft orange 
and melon flavors, while a mild vein of acidity offers 
some levity. —A.P. 
abv: 11.6% Price: $15 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 Paumanok 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Fork of Long Island). Brisk notes of lemon, 

pineapple rind and peach kick off this zesty, refresh-
ing Sauvignon Blanc. Round in feel, the palate is 
plump in tropical fruit and melon tones, with a per-
sistent line of grapefruit acidity maintaining focus. 
The finish lingers on a light, chalky note. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Finger Lakes). Punchy, vibrant aromas  

of grapefruit and pineapple juice meet a mild,  floral 
hop note on the nose. There’s a round feel to the  
palate which displays lots of tropical fruit rinds and 
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floral, grapefruit flavors. Perfect for a hot summer’s 
day. —A.P. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

88 Macari 2016 Lifeforce Sauvignon Blanc 
(North Fork of Long Island). Subdued aro-

mas of grapefruit, banana and papaya carry to the 
juicy, medium-bodied palate. This offers a round, 
textural mouthfeel, with a brisk, chalky finish. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $28 

88 Paumanok 2015 Minimalist Sauvignon Blanc 
(North Fork of Long Island). Earthy and flo-

ral, this is not your average Sauvignon Blanc. This 
displays lots of floral, lemon balm, melon and warm 
spice notes on the palate. A delicate line of tannins 
from 18 hours of whole-cluster skin contact offers 
balance to the weighty juicy fruit. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

88 Wölffer 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Long Island). 
Aromas of papaya, lemongrass and tart 

candies are brimming with vibrancy on the nose. 
There’s a solid fruit presence on the rounded pal-
ate, with a line of crisp acidity providing adequate 
tension. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Anthony Nappa 2016 Shared Table Farm 
Long White Cloud Sauvignon Blanc (North 

Fork of Long Island). Notes of pollen, lemon and 
plastic carry the nose, with a bit of melon showing 
on the light-bodied palate. There’s mild concentra-
tion to the flavors and a pleasing roundness to the 
feel, balanced by a gentle vein of acidity. —A.P. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $22 

87 Lieb 2017 Bridge Lane Sauvignon Blanc 
(New York). Pleasantly tropical in tones of 

 pineapple rind, citrus and banana, this is a well-
balanced offering that begs to be enjoyed seaside. 
There’s a pleasing roundness to the light-bodied 
palate, with a refreshing sweet-tart finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Raphael 2016 First Label Sauvignon Blanc 
(North Fork of Long Island). Notes of pollen, 

lemon and fresh flowers carry the quiet nose. Light 
in body and brisk in feel, green melon and grapefruit 
flavors drift to an astringent, salty finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $25 

86 Benmarl 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (North Fork 
of Long Island). Aromas of tart candies, 

grapefruits and soapy florals make for a heady nose. 
This is light in feel, with a palate that transitions 
from lemon to red apple and finally grapefruit pith 
on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $20 

86 Billsboro 2016 Sawmill Creek Vine-
yards Sauvignon Blanc (Finger Lakes). A 

 straightforward nose of lemon, grapefruit and a 
touch of plastic make for an easy, yet enjoyable 

wine. Light in body, with a mildly round texture, the 
palate brings a crisp vein of gooseberry and green 
apple flavor. —A.P. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $18 

85 Bedell 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (North Fork of 
Long Island). Shy notes of citrus peel and 

grass carry the nose and palate. This is straightfor-
ward, light-bodied and crisp, making it an easy wine 
to enjoy by itself. —A.P. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $30 

84 Damiani 2016 Little Lotus Flower Sauvignon 
Blanc (Finger Lakes). Ripe melon and citrus 

tones are blousy and a bit overblown. The palate 
shows a decent concentration of citrus flavors, but 
ultimately overripe fruit tones win out. —A.P. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

84 Fjord 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (North Fork of 
Long Island). Gooseberry and citrus aromas 

meld with tomato-leaf aromas in this light-bodied 
Sauvignon Blanc. The palate and brisk in feel, with 
an astringent lemon-rind finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $20 

84 Rooster Hill 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Finger 
Lakes). Sharp gooseberry, lemongrass and 

canned white-bean aromas carry to a light-bodied 
palate of puckering green tones and flower water. 
This is delicate in feel, with crisp acidity. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

82 Fulkerson 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Finger 
Lakes). Odd aromas of savory cannellini 

beans and plastic ride over a mild lemongrass note 
in this wine. The palate is light in feel and mild in 
concentration, with a sweet floral note on the close. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

CHARDONNAY

88 Buttonwood Grove 2016 Unoaked Chardon-
nay (Finger Lakes). Yellow apple, peach and 

banana make for a fruity entrance to this unoaked 
Chardonnay. There’s nice weight and roundness to 
the palate, with ample acidity to back it up. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

88 Lamoreaux Landing 2016 Reserve Estate 
Bottled Chardonnay (Finger Lakes). Loads of 

citrus and banana cream pie make for a mouthwa-
tering bouquet. The palate is softly structured and 
ripe in feel, with ripe tropical fruit flavors balanced 
by lightly charred citrus. —A.P. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $20 

88 Sheldrake Point 2016 Estate Bottled Char-
donnay (Finger Lakes). Apple butter and 

creamed corn tones give this Chardonnay a warm, 
inviting start. Medium in weight and rounded in 

feel, lemon-butter and melon flavors are met with a 
cleansing mineral vein. —A.P. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $NA 

87 Lamoreaux Landing 2016 Unoaked Estate 
Bottled Chardonnay (Finger Lakes). Bright 

aromas of ripe pineapple and papaya carry this exu-
berant unoaked Chardonnay. While light in frame, 
the palate packs a burst of tropical fruit flavors cut 
through with lemon and tonic clarity. —A.P. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $15 

87 Rooster Hill 2016 Chardonnay (Finger Lakes). 
There’s a wealth of rind aromas in this wine, 

beckoning lemon, pineapple and papaya skin tones. 
A rounded palate is supported by a broad melon 
flavor, with a mild citrus vein offering focus. —A.P. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $17 

87 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2016 Doyle 
Fournier Vineyard Chardonnay (Finger 

Lakes). Creamed corn, butterscotch and lemon 
meringue tones carry the nose and palate of this 
medium-bodied wine. It’s soft in feel, with a mild 
vein on acidity to balance. —A.P. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $14 

87 Treleaven 2016 Tacie’s Estate Bottled Bar-
rel Fermented Chardonnay (Cayuga Lake). 

Citrus, creamed corn and butterscotch aromas are 
enticing on the nose. The medium-bodied palate is 
bright in flavors of lemon and tart pineapple rind, 
with lively acidity keeping focus through the crème-
brûlée finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Heron Hill 2016 Ingle Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Finger Lakes). This single-vineyard Char-

donnay sees no time in oak, making it a straight-
forward sipper with aromas and flavors of red apple 
and tart pineapple rind. It’s light in profile, with a 
spritely, easygoing feel. —A.P. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

86 McGregor 2016 Unoaked Chardonnay (Finger 
Lakes). Melon, citrus and a bit of tropical 

fruit show on the nose of this unoaked Chardon-
nay. It’s light and sprightly in feel, with taut citrus 
and stone fruit flavors on the palate that carry to a 
creamy lemon and tonic finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $14 

85 Benmarl 2016 Stainless Steel Chardonnay 
(Finger Lakes). A simple, straightforward 

nose of apple and citrus carries to the light- to 
medium-bodied palate. It’s enjoyable in its trans-
parency and a perfect crowd pleaser. —A.P. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $15 

85 Heron Hill 2016 Unoaked Chardonnay (Fin-
ger Lakes). Mild aromas of citrus rind and 

crushed stone start off this brisk unoaked Chardon-
nay. Light in profile, with melon and lemon flavors, 
this is a crisp, refreshing wine. —A.P. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $16 
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ROSÉS

90 Sheldrake Point 2017 Dry Estate Bottled 
Rosé (Finger Lakes). This 100% Cabernet 

Franc rosé offers an exuberance of watermelon, tart 
cherry and spicy raspberry on the nose. There’s a 
rounded feel to the palate, with flavors of juicy red 
fruit, peach and tart pomegranate. A lingering note 
of watermelon is heightened by a dusting of miner-
als. —A.P. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $18 

89 Bellangelo 2017 Dry Rosé (Seneca Lake). 
Aromas of watermelon, cranberry, wild 

strawberry and a bit of pepper mingle on the nose of 
this rosé made from Cabernet Franc and Lemberger. 
The palate is light in feel, with driving acidity that 
is rounded out by ripe red fruit flavors. A lingering 
cherry skins note carries on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Casa Larga 2017 Dry Rosé (Finger Lakes). 
Ballet-slipper pink, this rosé boasts aromas 

of cherry blossom, watermelon and crushed stone 
on the nose. The palate shows good texture and grip, 
with flavors of cranberry skins and strawberry met 
with a citric backdrop and a delicate peach-fuzz fin-
ish. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Bellangelo 2017 Dry Merlot Rosé (Seneca 
Lake). Vibrant pink in color, this offers 

bright tones of crushed strawberry and watermelon, 
with a bit of tart currant. Light in body but with a 
pleasing roundness, this is a well-balanced summer 
sipper. —A.P. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $15 

87 Benmarl 2017 Dry Rosé (New York). Straw-
berry and pink grapefruit aromas offer a nice 

intensity on the nose. The light-bodied palate is 
bright in acidity, yet balanced by a mix of berry and 
melon flavors. —A.P. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $17 

87 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2017 Dry Pinot Noir Rosé 
(Finger Lakes). Aromas and flavors of water-

melon and strawberry make for an easily enjoyable 
wine. While light in body, there’s a nice presence of 
fruit on the palate, with a refreshing lemon back-
drop. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Wölffer 2017 Summer in a Bottle Rosé (Long 
Island). An interesting blend of 51% Merlot 

and 23% Chardonnay, with the remainder Cabernet 
Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Riesling, this rosé is 
tight and crisp in feel, with tart red berries taking 
center stage over softer flavors of peach and apricot. 
The palate is light in feel, with an ever-present vein 
of acidity keeping focus. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 Hosmer 2017 Dry Rosé of Cabernet Franc 
(Cayuga Lake). Vibrant notes of bubble-

gum, cinnamon and cherry candies carry the nose 
and palate of this watermelon-hued rosé. It’s light 
in feel, but altogether an enjoyable fruit-driven sip. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $16 

86 Lieb 2017 Bridge Lane Rosé (North Fork of 
Long Island). A moderate intensity of peach, 

strawberry and banana carries the nose and palate 
of this rosé made from Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Mal-
bec, Pinot Noir and Pinot Blanc. While this lacks in 
complexity, it makes up for it with its exuberance 
of fruit, balanced by a soft, round palate and crisp 
acidity. —A.P. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $20 

85 Anthony Nappa 2017 White Pinot Noir (New 
York). With the fruit sourced from Shel-

drake Point Winery in the Finger Lakes, this pale 
peach-colored rosé offers an interesting nose of 
potpourri, pollen and crushed raspberry. The light-
bodied palate initially has a soft, silky feel, yet tart 
red fruit takes over, carrying to a citric, astringent 
finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

85 Chateau Lafayette Reneau 2017 Pinot Noir 
Rosé (Finger Lakes). Cherry syrup, straw-

berry and balsamic make for an interesting, if atypi-
cal, nose. The palate boasts plenty of strawberry 
and berry flavors, yet mild acidity leaves it feeling 
flat. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

85 Paumanok 2017 Dry Rosé (North Fork of 
Long Island). Aromas of sharp red berries 

and cinnamon are lightly concentrated on the nose. 
A crisp, lithe body is supported by soft strawberry 
flavors that transition to an ultratart raspberry note 
on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

85 Raphael 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (New York). 
Spring flowers, cranberry and a hint of 

anise gently waft from the glass. The palate is light 
in feel and mildly citric, ending on a soft red berry 
tone. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

84 Glenora 2017 Dry Pinot Noir Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). Ripe, almost jammy in aroma, this 

wine offers a mix of berry and melon flavors. The 
palate is low in intensity and soft in feel. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

83 Fulkerson 2017 Syrah Rosé (Finger Lakes). 
This is simple and straightforward in its 

tart cherry and strawberry tones. The palate feels 
a bit flabby and the fruit flavors are lacking in clar-
ity. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

82 Fulkerson 2017 Pinot Noir Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). Creamy strawberry and balsamic 

make for an odd combination in this wine. It’s light 
in concentration and low on acid, making it feel flat 
and simple. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

PINOT NOIR

91 Millbrook 2015 Proprietor’s Special Reserve 
Pinot Noir (New York). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Hosmer 2016 Pinot Noir (Cayuga Lake). A 
mossy, earthy nose carries to a palate of 

tart red cherry and pink peppercorn. Medium in 
weight, there’s a soft grip to the tannins that offer 
plenty of texture and support. This is a tight and dry 
Pinot Noir that will blossom with a few years in the 
bottle. Drink from 2020. —A.P. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

90 Millbrook 2016 Pinot Noir (New York). For 
full review see page 14. 

abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Atwater 2015 North Block Five Pinot Noir 
(Finger Lakes). Dark berry tones mix with 

fresher aromas of strawberry and cranberry, with a 
bit of pepper in the background. This is round and 
juicy in feel, bolstered by plush red-berry flavors 
and a bit of black pepper adding astringency. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2016 Pinot Noir 
(Finger Lakes). Cherry wood and soft vanilla 

tones carry the nose, while the palate brings a bit 
more freshness in sweet orange spice and crunchy 
raspberry flavors. A mild grip of tannins offers sup-
port from start to finish. The oak is currently a bit 
prevalent, but will mellow with time in the bottle. 
Drink from 2019. —A.P. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $18 

88 Heron Hill 2015 Ingle Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Finger Lakes). Dark and brambly on the 

nose, this Pinot Noir is carried by crunchy dark ber-
ries, cocoa and cranberry skins on the palate. This 
is medium bodied, with a soft grip of tannins and a 
refreshing balance of acidity. —A.P. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

88 Silver Thread 2015 STV Estate Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Finger Lakes). Ripe straw-

berry, currant and underbrush carry this lithe, 
light-footed Pinot Noir. This is well balanced and 
straightforward in its appeal. —A.P. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $24 

87 Lakewood 2016 Pinot Noir (Finger Lakes). 
High-toned cherry and cranberry aromas 

carry the nose, with a slight menthol kick in the 
background. There’s a pleasing roundness to the 
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soft palate, bolstered by more red-berry flavors. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

85 Buttonwood Grove 2016 Pinot Noir (Finger 
Lakes). Charred oak and bubblegum spice 

aromas carry to the medium-bodied palate, with 
saucy cranberry bringing up the rear. This is trans-
parent in its oaky character, but overall an easygoing 
sip. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

LEMBERGER/BLAUFRÄNKISCH

90 Damiani 2016 Sunrise Hill Vineyards Lem-
berger (Finger Lakes). Sourced from a single 

vineyard on the western side of Cayuga Lake, this 
Lemberger displays the ripeness and structure that 
is possible in warm, dry vintages like 2016. In its 
youth, this is wearing its nine month Hungarian oak 
aging on its sleeve, however at its core is a dense 
concentration of blackberry, dark cherry and warm 
spice. The medium-bodied palate is bolstered by 
a fine grip of tannins and juicy acidity, with loads 
of crunchy berry flavors broadening the feel. Drink 
from 2020. —A.P. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

88 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2016 Blaufränkisch 
(Finger Lakes). Sour cherry, bramble berry 

and a bit of pepper carry the nose of this wine. The 
medium-bodied palate is soft in feel, with juicy 
red cherry and strawberry flavors that meld with a 
floral lilt. This is enjoyable for its immediate easy-
drinking appeal. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2015 Lemberger (Fin-
ger Lakes). High-toned raspberry is mel-

lowed by vanilla and anise on the nose of this wine. 
A brisk mouthfeel and a tart cherry flavor makes for 
a refreshing start, with sweet oak tones hiding in 
the background. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Keuka Spring 2016 Lemberger (Finger 
Lakes). Dense, dark fruit and spicy rasp-

berry meld with hints of earth, white pepper and 
orange rind on the nose. The medium-bodied palate 
is fresher in profile in zesty notes of raspberry and 
bramble, supported by bright acidity and a medium 
grip of tannins. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Timothy Moore 2015 Siltstone Bed Reserve 
Blaufränkisch (Finger Lakes). A condensed 

black berry aroma meets a mildly herbal rooibos 
tone on the nose. The soft, plush palate is well bal-
anced, with persistent tones of juicy blackberry, 
cherry and white pepper. A woodsy, herbal note lin-
gers on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Heron Hill 2015 Reserve Blaufränkisch (Fin-
ger Lakes). Spicy bramble berry and cherry 

aromas are raspy on the nose. Light in body, with 
bright acidity and soft tannins, the palate is carried 
by a condensed cherry note. —A.P. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $50 

87 Hosmer 2016 Lemberger (Cayuga Lake). A 
mild concentration of cherry, raspberry and 

white pepper marks the nose. Light in weight and 
supported by soft tannins, the palate brings juicy 
cherry to the fore, with a pleasing grip of black pep-
per adding texture. Enjoy with a slight chill on a hot 
summer’s day. —A.P. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

86 Atwater 2014 Moffett Block Blaufränkisch 
(Finger Lakes). A briar patch of straw-

berry and blackberry makes for a sharp, raspy nose, 
with a light sheen of oak. The medium-bodied pal-
ate is juicy in profile, boasting bramble berry and 
cranberry flavors under a toasty veil and medium-
grained tannins. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

86 Lakewood 2016 Lemberger (Finger Lakes). A 
nose of bergamont and spicy bramble berry 

initially feels a bit sharp. The palate is light in feel, 
with racing acidity that shoots through flavors of 
sour cherry, geranium and white pepper. More sour 
cherry lingers on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $18 

CABERNET FRANC

90 Billsboro 2016 Sawmill Creek Vineyards 
Cabernet Franc (Finger Lakes). Fresh, green 

notes of dill and tomato leaf ride over a concen-
trated core of dense bramble berry and cherry in 
this single-vineyard wine. The palate is soft and 
approachable, with a mild grip of tannins to offer 
support. —A.P. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

89 Millbrook 2014 Block Three East Cabernet 
Franc (Hudson River Region). An engaging 

nose of spiced black berry, Thai basil and thyme make 
for an interesting and exotic start. A medium body of 
soft tannins and bright acidity houses loads of tart 
red berries that are broadened out by fleshier red 
plum. More herbal notes resound on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

89 Rooster Hill 2016 Estate Grown and Pro-
duced Cabernet Franc (Finger Lakes). Bright 

aromas of bramble berry, warm spice and herbs 
carry to the taut, light-bodied palate. Cranberry and 
earth make for an enticing combo for the flavors, 
with sandy tannins offering support. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Wicked Water 2016 Sawmill Creek Vineyards 
Reserve Cabernet Franc (Finger Lakes). A 

solid concentration of black raspberry and red cur-

rant shows on the nose, with sweet baking spice 
backing it up. Medium in body and soft in feel, fresh 
acidity keeps the ripe dark fruit flavors in focus on 
the palate. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Hazlitt 1852 Vineyards 2014 Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). Condensed red- and black-

berry aromas are met with tones of fresh herbs and 
pepper. The palate shows a good progression of ripe 
fruit, nuanced by sweet herb and astringent black 
pepper. The medium-grained tannins linger on the 
finish with a dusting of cocoa. —A.P. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

87 Hosmer 2016 Cabernet Franc (Cayuga Lake). 
Red cherry and spicy raspberry meet with 

earthy stems on the nose, while the palate is more 
straightforward in its juicy red-fruit nature. It’s 
light in feel, with driving acidity and a dusting of 
tannins. Best enjoyed with a meal, like smoked 
duck. —A.P. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $20 

87 Knapp 2016 Unoaked Cabernet Franc (Fin-
ger Lakes). Bright and vibrant on the nose 

in spiced cranberry and blackberry, there’s a hint 
of green herb in the background of this wine. Hav-
ing seen no time in oak, this light-bodied wine is 
all about fresh, racy currant and cranberry flavors, 
with a graphite edge to offer support. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

87 Lakewood 2016 Cabernet Franc (Finger 
Lakes). Aromas of strawberry and cherry 

are covered in a sheen of vanilla cream on the nose. 
This red is light in feel, with soft tannins that offer 
some support to the juicy red fruit core on the pal-
ate. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Wicked Water 2016 Cedo Early-Release Red 
Sawmill Creek Vineyards Cabernet Franc 

(Finger Lakes). Spicy raspberry and blueberry aro-
mas show good intensity on the fore, with a hint 
of brown sugar and jalapeño in the background. 
Medium in body and juicy in feel, the palate offers 
a good balance of thick-skinned berry flavors and 
peppery tones. Grippy, slightly astringent tannins 
offer support throughout. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Fox Run 2016 Ikehu Cabernet Franc (Finger 
Lakes). This unoaked Cabernet Franc isn’t 

shy about its raw, straightforward appeal. Ripe 
raspberry and jalapeño show on the nose, carry-
ing to a smooth, soft palate of juicy red cherry, bol-
stered by some delicate herbs. A lingering cranberry 
skin note extends the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $20 

86 Wagner 2014 Estate Bottled Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). Creamy strawberry and 

cherry aromas meet with black pepper and licorice 
on the nose. Light to medium in weight, with racing 
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acidity and light tannins, the palate is driven by tart 
currant and cranberry flavors that finish short but 
clean. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Buttonwood Grove 2016 Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). Charred oak and a red-berry 

aroma make for a straightforward start to this wine. 
There’s mild weight to the palate which boasts juicy 
red-fruit flavors under a sheen of vanilla and coco-
nut. Light tannins and bright acidity attempt to 
bring balance. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

85 Chateau Lafayette Reneau 2014 Cabernet 
Franc (Finger Lakes). Mild dark berry aro-

mas meld with wood spice and milk chocolate on 
the nose. Medium in weight and soft in feel, the pal-
ate is carried by a low intensity of black berry and 
cocoa. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

MERLOT

88 Sheldrake Point 2015 Estate Bottled Merlot 
(Finger Lakes). Tart red fruit tones are pep-

pered with a leafy, green tobacco note on the nose. 
The medium-bodied palate is round and soft, with 
no hard edges, letting the fleshy red plum and cran-
berry-skin flavors do all the talking. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2015 Merlot (Finger 
Lakes). This is a smooth and supple Merlot 

that offers a mix of red plum, blackberry and a mild 
leafy, herbal twang. Its mildly grippy tannins and 
soft acidity lend to its easy-drinking appeal. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Heron Hill 2015 Reserve Merlot (Finger 
Lakes). There’s a mix of fresh- and stewed-

fruit tones in this wine, with baked red currant and 
fresher cranberry notes. The palate is round and 
juicy in feel, with grainy tannins and a mild oak fla-
vor. —A.P. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

86 Atwater 2015 Merlot (Finger Lakes). Lean-
ing on the herbal side, this Merlot shows 

fresh fennel and tobacco on the nose, with a core 
of red plum. There’s some green bitterness on the 
palate yet a darker plum note offers some counter-
balance. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

85 Bellangelo 2014 Merlot (Seneca Lake). Racy 
red plum and blackberry tones meet leafy 

tobacco on the nose and palate. This is plush in feel, 
with soft tannins and racing acidity that cuts the 
flavors short. —A.P. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $18 

OTHER AMERICA
SPARKLING WINES

87 Gruet 2012 Blanc de Blancs (America). Bri-
oche, white peach, marigold and butter aro-

mas waft from the glass of this frothy sparkler made 
from Chardonnay. The palate feels oily, with flavors of 
almonds, lemon juice and more white peach, finish-
ing on notes of bitter almond and dried apricot. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

87 William Heritage 2014 Estate Reserve Vin-
tage Brut (Outer Coastal Plain). Pretty aro-

mas of buttery pastry and lemon introduce this sub-
tle sparkler made from 69% Chardonnay and 31% 
Pinot Noir. The palate is light with soft bubbles and 
displays flavors of green apple, lemon juice and pie 
crust lifted by tingling acidity. Notes of pine nuts, 
apples and lemon juice are delicate through the fin-
ish. —F.A. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $40 

85 Creekbend 2013 Sparkling Vidal Blanc (Indi-
ana Uplands). This deep-gold colored spar-

kler displays aromas of ripe yellow peach, tangerine, 
lemon tart and orange blossoms. The palate is thick 
and the bubbles feel weighed down, showing flavors 
of buttery oak and vanilla over peach, cashew and 
graham cracker flavors. The medium-length finish 
features fresh apricot and peach clafoutis. —F.A. 
abv: 11% Price: $25 

81 Cellardoor 2014 Blanc de Blancs (Maine). A 
vanilla aroma explodes from the glass in this 

blend of Frontenac Gris and Frontenac Blanc, with 
additional tones of ripe yellow peach and freshly 
whipped cream. The palate turns sour with a sear-
ing lime note that rides over gummy peach and 
vanilla flavors. The bubbles are pillowy in feel while 
the finish brings flavors reminiscent of sour beer 
and sour lime candy. —F.A. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $NA 

ROSÉS

86 Laurentia 2016 Rosé (Grand River Valley). 
Watermelon hard candy and strawberry 

popsicle aromas seem sweet on the nose, yet the dry 
palate offers fresh strawberry and watermelon with 
a squeeze of lemon juice. This is simple but enjoy-
able. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

85 Bonobo 2016 Rosé (Old Mission Peninsula). 
White peach, fresh raspberry and straw-

berry aromas are joined by a touch of grassiness on 
the nose of this mostly Pinot Gris rosé. Strawberry 
and peach flavors carry over to the palate and are 
joined by watermelon rind, leading into a clean, 
neutral finish. —F.A. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $30 

84 Creekbend 2016 Catawba Rosé (Indiana 
Uplands). This lush rosé features fla-

vors and aromas of watermelon, white grape juice 
and fresh citrus that linger through a charmingly 
sweet finish. Balancing acidity keeps it firmly out 
of cloying territory, perfect for a delicious summer 
spritzer. —F.A. 
abv: 10.1% Price: $15 

84 William Heritage 2016 Grenache Rosé (Outer 
Coastal Plain). Pale rose gold in the glass, 

this mineral-driven rosé offers aromas of petrichor 
and fresh herbs. Grapefruit and cantaloupe join in 
on the palate, fading into a chalky textured finish 
full of lime pith. —F.A. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

83 Creekbend 2016 Estate Bottled Chambourcin 
Rosé (Indiana Uplands). Simple blue-fruit 

aromas define this rosé, with additional cherry and 
strawberry flavors. The palate is a bit thin and feels 
watered down, with a short finish. —F.A. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

82 Dablon 2016 Pinot Noir Rosé (Lake Michigan 
Shore). Extremely floral aromas of potpourri 

are joined by bruised strawberry and overripe rasp-
berry on the nose. The palate offers an underripe 
strawberry flavors leading into a sour and bruised 
fruit finish. —F.A. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $24 

RED WINES

85 La Chiripada 2013 Winemaker’s Select Red 
(New Mexico). There is an initial impres-

sion of barnyard aromas on the nose of this blend of 
40% Aglianico, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% 
Dolcetto. Brandied cherry, raspberry, and cedar are 
coaxed from the glass after aggressive swirling. The 
palate opens up with flavors of black cherry, plum 
and raspberry hovering over bitter oak and black 
pepper. Intense tannic grip shrivels the mouthfeel, 
leading to a relief of acidity swooping in on the fin-
ish and lingering black plum and oak flavors. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

82 La Chiripada 2013 Artist Series I Cabernet 
Sauvignon (New Mexico). High-toned black-

berry and cherry aromas are sharp against licorice 
and cedar on the nose. Intense, gravely tannins 
assault the palate, with subtle flavors of leather, 
spice and raw wood struggling to make an appear-
ance. The flavors evaporate on the finish, leaving a 
mouthcoating of chewy tannins. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 
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96 Mic.Drop Straight Bourbon Whiskey (USA; 
PM Spirits, Brooklyn, NY). This is a flavor 

bomb of a Bourbon. Concentrated caramel coats 
the palate from the first sip right into the finish 
accented with mouthwatering hints of espresso, 
clove and orange peel. This is a custom blend com-
missioned by spirits maverick Nicolas Palazzi of PM 
spirits. He’s defiantly transparent about where the 
whiskey is sourced— Indiana’s MGP— a blend of 20 
casks, the cask number even appears on the back 
label. Limited edition, 3,358 bottles total.
abv: 56% Price: $100

96 Wild Turkey Master’s Keep Revival (USA; 
Campari America, San Francisco, CA). Aged 

12 to 15 years in American oak, then finished in 
oloroso sherry barrels, this starts with a big, spicy 
kick, rounding into a long vanilla and caramel finish. 
Adding water reveals delicious, concentrated layers 
of spiced caramel, finishing with hints of mocha, 
hazelnut, lemon peel and dazzling candied ginger 
heat.
abv: 50.5% Price: $150

95 Barton 1792 Bottled in Bond Bourbon (USA; 
Sazerac Company, Frankfort, KY). Bright 

topaz in the glass, this displays a mellow vanilla 
aroma and a light palate that integrates sweet 
vanilla and oak, before drying to attractive cocoa, 
leather and grapefruit peel. 
abv: 50% Price: $36

94 Booker’s Bourbon 2017 Sip Awhile (USA; 
Beam Suntory, Clermont, KY). Dark amber 

in the glass and bottled at cask strength as a trib-
ute to former Jim Beam master distiller Booker Noe, 
look for a mellow vanilla aroma while cinnamon 
fireworks start from the first overproof sip on the 
bold and drying palate. Flavors soften to vanilla and 
oak with water, finishing with hints of unsweetened 
chocolate, espresso and black cherry. 
abv: 64.1% Price: $73

94 Clyde May’s Straight Bourbon Whiskey (USA; 
Conecuh Ridge Distillery, Auburndale, FL). 

Rich vanilla and caramel aromas are enlivened by a 
hint of fresh pear carrying over to the palate, where 

rich caramel is underpinned by a perky fruit note. 
Adding water brings out a silkier texture and tames 
the alcohol heat, finishing rounded and spiced.
abv: 46% Price: $40

94 Coopers’ Craft (Brown-Forman Beverages, 
Louisville, KY). Intended to celebrate the 

coopers who make Brown-Forman’s barrels, it 
makes sense that this is a particularly oak-forward 
Bourbon. Oak and vanilla lead the nose and buttery 
palate, rolling into more concentrated vanilla on the 
midpalate and finishing with baking spice and a hint 
of orange peel. Best Buy.
abv: 41.1% Price: $23

94 Redemption Wheated Bourbon (USA; 
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits, Stamford, 

CT). Made with 45% winter wheat, more than most 
wheat-forward Bourbons, and aged four years, this 
honey-hued whiskey offers gentle vanilla and all-
spice aromas. The flavor is light at first, showing 
vanilla, hops and a bouncy hint of sarsaparilla. Add-
ing water brings dramatic changes, coaxing forward 
silky hints of butter cookie, buttered brioche and 
pecan, finishing with an allspice twang. 
abv: 48% Price: $46 

93 Border Bourbon (USA; 45th Parallel Spirits, 
New Richmond, WI). Enticing oak and vanilla 

aromas are joined by a hint of black cherry. The pal-
ate is deep and complex, opening with plenty of oak 
integrated with vanilla, drying espresso and cay-
enne heat. Adding water tames the fire, bringing 
out more vanilla and black cherry. Sip or mix. This 
should make for a fierce Old Fashioned. 
abv: 46.4% Price: $45

93 Hillrock Solera Aged Bourbon Pinot Noir 
Finished (USA; Hillrock Estate Distillery, 

Ancram, NY). This wine cask-finished Bourbon 
entices with a mellow caramel aroma. The drying 
palate opens relatively woody, with cedar and spice, 
and a hint of raisin. It takes quite a lot of water to 
adjust, but it’s worth tinkering with, finding the 
balance pulls out cocoa powder, vanilla and almond 
tones and rounds out the oaky edges, finishing with 
a flurry of cinnamon, clove and nutmeg.
abv: 46.3% Price: $100

92 Catamount Whiskey Straight Bourbon (USA; 
Grand Teton Distillery, Driggs, ID). This single 

barrel wheated Bourbon is tawny in the glass, with 
orange highlights. Distilled in Indiana and aged in 
Idaho for a minimum of four years in high-altitude 
conditions, the mild palate shows sweet cinnamon 
spice, vanilla, almond and a hint of peach nectar; 
adding water pulls out an unexpected cocoa note. 
abv: 44% Price: $40

92 Clyde May’s Cask Strength (USA; Conecuh 
Ridge Distillery, Auburndale, FL). Mellow 

vanilla and a hint of peach introduces this 10-year-
old limited-release Bourbon. Use a liberal hand on 
the water to soften the initially oaky, drying palate 
and sizzling cayenne heat. It soon opens to more 
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T
he Bourbon boom is real. For this month’s 
reviews, we focused bottlings released 
within the prior 24 months. While there’s 
no shortage of old favorites on the shelves, 

Bourbon producers are clearly doing their share 
to meet continuing strong demand for Ameri-
ca’s home-grown whiskey, bringing a veritable 
amber-hued flood of new bot-
tlings to market.

Kentucky remains Bourbon’s 
spiritual home, and it’s no coin-
cidence that two top-scoring 
bottlings come from the state: 
Wild Turkey’s Master’s Keep 
Revival and Barton’s 1792 Bot-
tled in Bond.

At the same time, it’s worth 
noting that Bourbon is made 
all over the country, and that’s 
helped drive an increase in whiskeys made from 
hyper-local grains. For example, Wisconsin’s 
Border Bourbon is made with grain sourced 
eight miles from the distillery; Brooklyn’s 
Brueckelen Distilling uses a measure of malted 
barley grown on New York farms in its Proj-
ect No. 1 Bourbon; Virginia’s KO Bare Knuckle 

Bourbon and Vermonth’s Burnt Rock Bour-
bon both use grains sourced in their respective 
states; and Philly’s New Liberty Bloody Butcher 
Bourbon is distilled from Pennsylvania’s own 
red-hued Bloody Butcher corn, an heirloom 
variety.

Finally, wine lovers may take particular 
interest in Bourbon right now, 
as a growing number of pro-
ducers are finishing their Bour-
bons in casks that previously 
held wine—and they’re more 
successful than some previous 
attempts. For example, Hill-
rock’s Solera Aged Bourbon is 
finished in former Pinot Noir 
barrels from Napa. Meanwhile, 
Tommyrotter Distillery has 
released a Bourbon that sees 

time in “freshly emptied” barrels used to make 
Heritance George III Cabernet Sauvignon.

These and other innovations in the whis-
key space are sure to propel the Bourbon boom 
even further ahead. Keep that branchwater at 
the ready.

Cheers! —Kara Newman

Newly released Bourbon
SPIRITS

Bourbon producers 
are clearly doing 

their share to 
meet continuing 

strong demand for 
America’s home-

grown whiskey.
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sweet vanilla, while the dry oak recedes, finishing 
with warming hints of hazelnut, baked apple, citrus 
and spice.
abv: 57% Price: $99 

92 Isaac Bowman Straight Bourbon Whiskey 
Finished In Port Barrels (USA; A. Smith Bow-

man Distillery, Fredericksburg, VA). This plush port 
barrel-finished Bourbon opens with brown sugar, 
drying to a spiced edged with red fruit notes. Add-
ing a splash of water snaps it into focus, suggesting 
a slice of cherry pie topped with caramelized brown 
sugar and maple.
abv: 46% Price: $40

92 Old Forester 2016 Birthday Bourbon (USA; 
Brown-Forman Beverages, Louisville, KY). 

The 15th release in this annual series has a deep 
amber hue and oak-forward nose and palate. Bar-
reled in 2004, it’s one worth seeking out. This bold 
Bourbon is laced with tons of spice up front, fol-
lowed by orange peel and a long, caramel fade. It’s a 
bit intense, but water helps tame the alcohol beast. 
Though a bit dry, this would elevate an Old Fash-
ioned.
abv: 48.5% Price: $80

92 William Wolf Bourbon (USA; Wolf Distill-
eries, North Charleston, SC). Toasty vanilla 

and stone fruit aromas launch this well-structured 
straight Bourbon. Although the palate opens with 
a distinct sweet vanilla note, it finishes dry, with 
a core of espresso, mocha and leather accented by 
clove and black pepper heat.
abv: 43.4% Price: $35

91 Traverse City Barrel Proof Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey (USA; Traverse City Whiskey Co., 

Traverse City, MI). This delivers a sweet, delicious 
aroma of pecan pie drizzled with caramel. The pal-
ate offers a hit of that expected sweetness up front, 
though it quickly dries to a darker, more brooding 
flavor profile with espresso, dark chocolate, burnt 
orange peel and black pepper. Adding water lightens 
things up a bit, tilting back toward a walnut note on 
the elongated finish.
abv: 51.9% Price: $80

90 Hillrock Solera Aged Bourbon Napa Caber-
net Finished (USA; Hillrock Estate Distill-

ery, Ancram, NY). This wine cask-finished Bourbon 
offers a big, raucously oaked palate. Tamed with 
water, dusty cocoa segues effortlessly into warming, 
nutty tones, finishing with a distinct black cherry 
note on the tingly, cinnamon-spiked finish.
abv: 46.3% Price: $100

90 Old Elk Blended Straight Bourbon Whiskey 
(USA; Old Elk Distillery, Fort Collins, CO). 

Sweet vanilla bean aromas lead the nose with a hint 
of oak. The same flavors are echoed on the palate, 
driven by oaky vanilla and finishing long with plenty 
of baking spice. Adding water surfaces more cinna-
mon and gentle touches of maple and almond. 
abv: 44% Price: $50

90 Orphan Barrel Rhetoric 23 (USA; Diageo 
Americas, Norwalk, CT). This is the 10th 

release from the Orphan Barrel label showing a 
topaz hue and bright highlights. The aroma entices 
with rich caramel, toffee, Christmas cake and dried 
figs. On the palate, this is dry and spicy, with fleet-
ing hints of butterscotch and orange peel interlaced 
with leather, cigar wrapper and cocoa. 
abv: 45.3% Price: $120

90 Pendergast’s Royal Gold Bourbon Whiskey 
(USA; Tom’s Town Distilling, Kansas City, 

MO). This small-batch Bourbon, finished in port 
casks, has a honey hue and caramel scent. The flavor 
is rich and bold, loaded with caramel and pleasing 
to sip, finishing with a burst of sweet spice and oak. 
A splash of water releases a peachy note. Sip or mix.
abv: 45% Price: $49

90 Russell’s Reserve Vintage 2002 (USA; 
Campari America, San Francisco, CA). This 

straight Bourbon from Wild Turkey is bottled at 
barrel proof. The luscious aroma evokes nuts, 
orange peel and spice. Tamed with water, the flavor 
remains bold, a bit drier than the aroma promises, 
but still echoing that orange peel and spice. The 
resiny midpalate is tinged with espresso, finishing 
with hints of cigar wrapper and sweet spices.
abv: 57.3% Price: $250

89 Bond & Lillard Kentucky Straight Bourbon 
(USA; Campari America, San Francisco, CA). 

Topaz in the glass, this Bourbon has a bright, entic-
ing aroma offering notes of vanilla, fresh apricot and 
root beer. The spiced palate echoes the nose, lead-
ing to an oaky finish that flashes ginger, cinnamon 
and cayenne heat. This is a seven year old Bourbon 
distilled at Wild Turkey, meant to be a reproduction 
of the Grand Prize-winning whiskey from the 1904 
World’s Fair.
abv: 50% Price: $50/375 ml

89 Hill Billy American Bourbon Whiskey 101 
Proof (USA; HillBilly Spirits, North Charles-

ton, SC). For full review see page 18. Best Buy.
abv: 50.5% Price: $25

89 KO Bare Knuckle Straight Bourbon Whiskey 
(USA; KO Distilling, Manassas, VA). Over-

all, this is a light, mellow whiskey. Creamy vanilla, 
coconut and oak combined with a faint baked 
banana and nutmeg evoke a banana bread-like qual-
ity. Made with local grains, corn, wheat and barley 
sourced from a Virginia farm.
abv: 45% Price: $40

89 Lusty Claw Selected Kentucky Straight Bour-
bon Whiskey (Black Sea Imports, Brooklyn, 

NY). Distilled in Kentucky, bottled in Florida, and 
aged a minimum of three years, this whiskey offers a 
dry core with hints of oak and leather, winding into 
a spiced finish that levels off with nuanced caramel 
and tart cherry. The showstopping bottle closure 

features a striking bronze eagle head—watch out for 
the beak, it’s sharp!
abv: 45% Price: $45

89 Project No. 1 Bourbon (USA; Brueckelen Dis-
tilling, Brooklyn, NY). This wheated Bour-

bon is made using New York-grown malted barley. 
It opens with caramel and cedar, finishing long and 
warm with cinnamon and black pepper heat. Add-
ing water coaxes forward a juicy orange peel note. 
abv: 50% Price: $79

89 Rock Town Four Grain Sour Mash Bourbon 
(USA; Rock Town Distillery, Little Rock, AK). 

This Bourbon is made with 72% corn and 9% each 
of wheat, rye and malted barley, then is aged for 
20 months. Notes of clove, cocoa and leather wrap 
around an oaky core, finishing with maple sweet-
ness. 
abv: 46% Price: $40

89 Quarter Horse Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey 
(USA; O.Z. Tyler Distillery, Owensboro, KY). 

Honey-hued in the glass, this offers mild coconut 
and lemon peel aromas. This is an exceedingly light, 
delicate Bourbon, with hints of almond, cedar, gin-
ger and nutmeg. Made by aging for a minimum of 
one year in oak, overall this is light and smooth, 
with a touch of violet on the finish. Best Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $26

89 Traverse City Whiskey Co. Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey (USA; Traverse City Whiskey, Tra-

verse City, MI). Tawny in the glass, look for a bold 
caramel scent edged with maple. The dry palate 
shows spice and fruit tones, opening with maple 
and oak and finishing with hints of orange peel and 
a flurry of spice. 
abv: 43% Price: $33 

88 291 Single Barrel Colorado Bourbon Whiskey 
(USA; Distillery 291, Colorado Springs, CO). 

The complex nose offers honey, cedar and dried 
apricot. The drying palate opens with lots of oak 
flanked by orange peel and clove heat. Adding water 
softens the oak to caramel and transforms orange 
peel to apricot. Aged less than two years. 
abv: 50% Price: $75 

88 Burnt Rock Bourbon (USA; Mad River Distill-
ers, Warren, VT). Made with 70% Vermont 

grown corn, the first impressions are intriguingly 
spicy and earthy, followed by a smoky note that 
suggests mesquite and a hint of burnt orange peel 
on the finish. The smoke integrates nicely without 
losing the bold flavor with water, and nudges the 
fruitiness forward. Sip or mix . 
abv: 46% Price: $60

88 Early Times Bottled-in-Bond Bourbon (USA; 
Brown-Forman, Louisville, KY). Made as a 

“legacy expression” inspired by Early Times’s first 
bonded Bourbon introduced in 1940s, robust sar-
saparilla and vanilla aromas are reminiscent of an 
amaro. On the palate, this 100 proof Bourbon feels 
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lean and drying and shows plenty of alcohol heat 
from the first sip. Bold vanilla and caramel give way 
to a midpalate marked by resin and cedar, finishing 
long with dusty sweet spices. Best Buy.
abv: 50% Price: $23/1 L

88 Heaven’s Door Straight American Bourbon 
(USA; Heaven’s Door Spirits, Chicago, IL). A 

rich, pecan aroma leads the nose on this high-rye 
whiskey. The palate is light and slightly astringent, 
opening citrusy and woody, finishing with baking 
spice.
abv: 44% Rice: $50

88 Kinsey Bourbon Whiskey (USA; New Liberty 
Distilling, Philadelphia, PA). This four-year-

old Bourbon has a light, honeyed aroma with a white 
floral lilt. The palate opens with cedar, coconut, an 
echo of that floral hint and a tart note that suggests 
green apple, finishing with ginger, cinnamon and 
cayenne heat.
abv: 47.5% Price: $40

88 New Liberty Bloody Butcher Bourbon (USA; 
New Liberty Distillery, Philadelphia, PA). 

Made with red-hued Bloody Butcher corn sourced 
from Pennsylvania, this Bourbon leads with plenty 
of oak on the nose and palate, coupled with an 
intriguing black cherry note and finishing with pep-
per and clove heat. Adding water softens the edges 
and coaxes out hints of almond and leather.
abv: 47.5% Price: $50

88 Old Ripy Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey 
(USA; Campari Amerca, San Francisco, CA). 

This overproof Bourbon is all about spice and fire, 
with a mild vanilla and honey scent. The big, oaky 
palate is accented by fleeting hints of hops and wal-
nut, finishing with a lemon-pepper bite. Distilled 
at Wild Turkey, this Bourbon blends an 8-year-old 
Bourbon with a 12-year-old and younger whiskies; 
part of the Whiskey Barons Collection. 
abv: 52% Price: $50/375 ml 

88 Stillhouse Black Bourbon (USA; Stillhouse 
Spirits, Los Angeles, CA). Packaged in a 

squared metal flask, this blended Bourbon is “mel-
lowed in coffee beans.” Aromas are sweet and light, 
with a distinct vanilla bean note. It’s light on the 
palate but drying, opening with a subtle espresso 
note followed by citrusy astringency midpalate and 
exiting with a brush of vanilla.
abv: 40% Price: $20/375 ml

87 Tommyrotter Distillery Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey Napa Valley Heritage Cask (USA; 

Tommyrotter Distillery, Buffalo, NY). Get ready to 
mix Manhattans with this limited release whiskey, 
distilled in Indiana and finished in Buffalo, NY in 
“freshly emptied” barrels used to make Heritance 
George III Cabernet Sauvignon. The overall impact 
is subtle, with a drying core that shows leather and 
oak accented with hints of cinnamon and clove. A 

rounded brandied cherry note emerges on the fin-
ish.
abv: 47.5% Price: $70

86 Hill Billy American Bourbon Whiskey (USA; 
Hill Billy Spirits, North Charleston, SC). Aged 

a minimum of six months, this Bourbon shows mild 
honey, dried apricot and leather aromas. The palate 
is notably soft and slick, with dry flavors that sug-
gest oak and leather, segueing into a slight bitter-
ness on the finish marked with charcoal, clove and 
black pepper heat.
abv: 43% Price: $20

86 O.Z. Tyler Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey (USA; 
O.Z. Tyler Distillery, Ownsboro, KY). Look for 

oak and sweet vanilla on the nose. The palate is dry-
ing and distinctly peppery, softened by a drizzle of 
honey and flicker of orange peel. Recommended to 
mix. 
abv: 45% Price: $20

87 Rock Town Golden Promise Bourbon (USA; 
Rock Town Distillery, Little Rock, AK). Named 

for “Golden Promise” barley, an older variety grown 
in the UK, this Bourbon is made with 82% corn, 
9% malted barley from Scotland and 9% stan-
dard malted barley. In the glass, oak dominates the 
palate, though adding water rounds off the edges 
allow coconut and honey to emerge, finishing with 
intriguing dark clove and unsweetened chocolate. 
Aged 13 months.
abv: 46% Price: $40

85 Ironclad Small Batch Bourbon Whiskey (USA; 
The Ironclad Distillery, Newport News, VA). 

This small-batch Bourbon is made from Virginia 
grains, has a dark amber hue and an oak-bomb nose 
and palate. Adding water takes off some edge, layer-
ing a hint of vanilla into the clove and black pepper 
finish.
abv: 45% Price: $39/375 ml



96 Rodenbach Vintage 2015 Flanders Red Ale 
(Flanders Red Ale; Brewery Rodenbach, 

Belgium). This vintage foederbier from Rodenbach 
shares a lot in common with the brewery’s 2013 
release, though perhaps with a bit more intensity 
and acidic twang right off the bat. A slightly hazy 
red-mahogany color, the funky, sour wild-yeast aro-
mas are front and center on the nose, coupled with 
notes of balsamic, toasted oak and cocoa that are all 
supported by fruity tones of tart grape, plum and 
cherry. The medium-weight mouth offers more of 
those tart-fruit flavors, starting crisp and acidic but 
then transitioning to richer, cocoa-dusted versions 
on the long close. Medium carbonation coupled 
with the lifted fruit and acidity result in a clean and 
vibrant palate, though a pleasant astringency lends 
texture and length to the finish. Latis LLC.
abv: 7% Price: $19/750 ml

94 Bruery Terreux 2017 The Wanderer (Ameri-
can Wild Ale; Bruery Terreux, CA). This is a 

blend of 85% sour ale aged in wine barrels with 
blackberries and cherries and 15% dark ale aged 
in Bourbon barrels, resulting in a pleasantly fresh 

and tart sip that is grounded by an ample malt 
backbone. A strong vinous character unfolds on the 
nose, with notes of tart grape, cherry, raspberry and 
citrus that are partnered with wood-tones of cocoa 
nib and sweet spice. It’s medium in body, though 
that weight is countered by bright acidity, moder-
ate carbonation and more of those tart berry and 
plum fruit flavors. The toasted malt and woodspice 
elements come back on the end to carry the long, 
slightly astringent and dry finish.
abv: 8.3% Price: $23/750 ml

92 Avery Brewing Co. Botanicals & Barrels Ginger 
Sour (American Wild Ale; Avery Brewing Co., 

CO). A sour ale brewed with locally sourced, cold-
pressed ginger root and then aged in oak, this is a 
spicy and refreshing selection. The ginger and sour 
beer base seem to go hand in hand, with the herbal, 
zippy ginger tones partnering seamlessly with the 
tart lemon, orange and pineapple characteristics. A 
hint of floral hops adds depth to the bouquet, while 
the palate returns to a fresh and mouthwatering 
experience, with high acidity and dominating tart-
citrus flavors. The finish boasts hints of lemongrass, 

fresh ginger and honeysuckle. Overall, it’s a dry, 
clean and incredibly easy-to-like pour.
abv: 7% Price: $13/22 oz

91 Beachwood Blendery Careful With That 
Aprium, Eugene (American Wild Ale; Beach-

wood Blendery, CA). Inspired by Belgian lambic tra-
dition, this sour ale is fermented and aged in oak 
barrels with apriums. The name instantly hooks—a 
reference to Pink Floyd’s “Careful With That Axe, 
Eugene”—though the modern label is equally entic-
ing. The tart, refreshing fruity tones are upfront on 
the nose and mouth, expressed in waves of under-
ripe stone fruit: aprium, of course, so plenty of 
plum, apricot and pluot. There’s a pleasant wild 
funk to the nose, with hints of barnyard and lac-
tic acid. The palate is vibrant and refreshing, with 
medium carbonation and a strong acidic streak that 
lends a mouthwatering sensation to the finish. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $14/500 ml

91 Rodenbach Fruitage (Flanders Red Ale; 
Brewery Rodenbach, Belgium). This gor-

geous ruby-pink canned pour is hard to resist. The 
Flanders red-ale base, a blend of 25% 2-year-aged 
Rodenbach and 75% young ale, also has cherry 
and elderberry fruit added. It’s bright, fruity and 
so refreshing, with abundant red berry and cherry 
notes across the nose and mouth. The palate is light 
in body, with high carbonation and bright acidity 
that results in a vibrant and mouthwatering taste 
and finish. Well balanced and light in alcohol, this 
is a perfect summer sipper. Latis LLC.
abv: 4.2% Price: $7/8.5 oz 4 pack

90 Shared Waters Sour Collaboration Dry-
Hopped Sour Blonde Ale (American Wild Ale; 

Coronado Brewing Co., CA). A collaboration between 
California-based Coronado Brewing and The Liber-
tine Brewing Co., this sour ale is aged three years 
in former Bourbon, wine and brandy barrels. For 
Coronado’s first foray into the sour scene, it’s a solid 
entry, as it shows great balance between the various 
funky elements and the fruity and hoppy notes—the 
latter always seeming to pick up most right when 
you need it. It pours a hazy burnt-orange color, 
with a thin head that falls fast. The nose and pal-
ate release notes of tart orange, barnyard, oak spice 
and just a touch of fermenting grape must. It’s high 
in acidity and medium in carbonation and weight, 
offering a refreshing and clean sip through the close. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $15/550 ml

89 Beachwood Blendery Into The Great 
Unknown (Strata & Mosaic Edition) (Ameri-

can Wild Ale; Beachwood Blendery, CA). This is 
a Belgian-style sour ale that’s aged in oak bar-
rels and then dry-hopped with Strata and Mosaic 
hops. There’s an interesting marriage between the 
tart base-beer character and the citrusy, juicy hop 
characteristics, melding together so seamlessly it’s 
tough to tell where one aspect ends and the other 
begins. It’s bright, refreshing and quite easy to 
drink, with orange-like acidity and flavors of green 
apple, tart grape and just a touch of wood character. 
abv: 6% Price: $12/500 ml

BUYINGGUIDE

 

D
espite the early warning cries that they 
were a passing trend, wild beers—those 
fermented with wild yeasts and bacte-
ria—aren’t showing any signs of slowing 

down. So here we are again, taking yet another 
walk on the wild side.

As is often the case, American brewers are 
leading the charge with playful 
interpretations of classic Euro-
pean styles and techniques, 
creating varied, complex and 
eye-opening alternatives to the 
classics.

Not that there’s anything 
wrong with the classics, as you 
can see by the killer Rodenbach 
Vintage 2015 Foederbier review 
below, but it’s also fun to try 
something new.

Traditional Flanders red ales are typically 
light- to medium-bodied, with mahogany-like 
coloring. Conversely, many of the American 
selections reviewed here are quite varied, with 
adventurous base-style experimentation and 
different fruit or spice additions leading to a 
veritable rainbow of beer colors.

Regardless of color, the key to a well-made 
wild ale is balance. Forward sour, tart and fruity 
aromas and flavors produced by wild yeast 
strains and bacteria should not be completely 
overwhelming. A malty core or rich fruit flavors 
should lend balance to the bright acidity and 
funky overtones. A pleasant, subtly tannic tex-

ture and dry finish, which also 
comes from oak aging, helps to 
round out the experience.

Often compared to fine red 
wines in their acidic and tex-
tural attributes, some wild ales 
are layered, nuanced and age-
worthy. They are complex selec-
tions that are not necessarily 
for mindless consumption. 

That being said, many 
are also bright and refresh-

ing enough to be enjoyed immediately, and are 
actually quite sessionable. Perfect examples 
include the Fruitage, Ginger Sour and Into The 
Great Unknown selections reviewed below.

If you haven’t already jumped on the funky 
bandwagon, now’s definitely the time to give 
these wild things a try. —Lauren Buzzeo

Take a walk on the wild side
BEER

Often compared 
to fine red wines 

for their acidic and 
textural attributes, 
some wild ales are 
layered, nuanced 
and ageworthy.
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