
  
WINEMAG.COM |  1

THIS MONTH 
2  COLLIO

21 ALTO ADIGE

23  VENETO 

25 OTHER NORTHEAST ITALY

26 LOMBARDY

28  SICILY

32  OTHER ITALY

32  SPAIN

33  LOIRE VALLEY

37 BORDEAUX

44  RHÔNE VALLEY 

49 OTHER FRANCE 

50  AUSTRIA

60  GREECE

62  ISRAEL

65  ARGENTINA

69 CALIFORNIA

93  WASHINGTON 

98 NEW YORK

101 SPIRITS

103  BEER

M
IC

H
EL

E 
Z

U
LI

A
N

I/
A

LA
M

Y

2018SEPTEMBER

Sunset view from a vineyard’s edge in 
Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Italy.

FOR ADDITIONAL RATINGS AND REVIEWS, VISIT WINEMAG.COM/RATINGS

BUYINGGUIDE



Continued on page 18

BUYINGGUIDE

 

T
he structured, elegant wines of Collio 
prove that Italy can make serious whites. 
Located in the Friuli-Venezia Giulia 
region, Collio’s ideal growing conditions 

include hillside vineyards with sharp changes in 
day and night temperatures that generate com-
plexity and depth of aromas. Soil is another key 
factor: Layers of marl and sand-
stone—known locally as ponca—
impart salinity and a mineral 
edge to the wines.

Both native and interna-
tional varieties excel in the area. 
Friulano is the most widely 
planted indigenous grape in the 
denomination. It boasts full-
bodied wines with flavors of 
yellow apple, pear and almond, 
with some producers fermenting 
and aging in wood for added complexity.

Ribolla Gialla makes crisp, linear wines that 
offer yellow flower, stone fruit and citrus sen-
sations. A few producers make more complex 
Ribolla thanks to extended skin contact. 

Malvasia, one of the least planted grapes, 
makes savory, full-bodied wines with finesse 

and crisp acidity. These wines typically carry 
heady tones of pear, golden apple, yellow peach 
and white pepper.

Pinot Grigio has been cultivated in the area 
since the mid-19th century and is the most 
planted grape in the denomination. Many of 
them have copper highlights, the natural color 

of the juice after brief contact 
with the skins during pressing.

The region is also known 
for its savory Sauvignon. These 
structured wines carry loads of 
tomato vine, elderflower and 
crushed herb tones over a core 
of ripe peach. 

The area’s Pinot Bianco is 
smooth, rounded and polished.  
When aged in large barrels, they 
gain further complexity. 

Collio Chardonnays combine body, finesse 
and drinkability. They’re more structured than 
options from other parts of northern Italy and 
more elegant than those from warmer growing 
areas in the south.

Have fun exploring the diversity of Collio! 
Cheers! –Kerin O’Keefe

White wines with structure and finesse
COLLIO

Collio’s ideal 
growing conditions 

include hillside 
vineyards with 
sharp changes 

in day and night 
temperatures.
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FRIULANO

93 Borgo del Tiglio 2016 Ronco della Chiesa 
 Friulano (Collio). Made entirely with Fri-

ulano, this elegant, structured white opens with 
aromas suggesting toasted nut, acacia and mature 
orchard fruit. The polished, vibrant palate delivers 
ripe Golden Delicious apple, dried apricot, crushed 
herb and citrus zest set against a vein of energiz-
ing minerality. An almond note lingers on the finish. 
Drink through 2025. Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

93 Russiz Superiore 2016 Friulano (Collio). 
Aromas of ripe yellow stone fruit, graphite, 

grapefruit and hazelnut follow over to the savory 
medium-bodied palate along with a note of lemon 
drop. Fresh acidity lends balance while a flinty note 
lingers on the close. It’s a fantastic expression of Fri-
ulano. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Castello di Spessa 2016 Friulano (Collio). 
Apple and hazelnut aromas lift out of the glass 

and carry over to the medium-bodied palate along 
with grapefruit and white-pepper notes. It’s elegant 
and balanced, with fresh acidity. A tangy mineral 
note enlivens the finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Friulano (Collio). For full 
review see page 10. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Muzic 2016 Friulano (Collio). Mouthwater-
ing aromas of grilled herb, acacia, ripe yel-

low stone fruit and hazelnut waft out of the glass. 
On the round enveloping palate, a honeyed mineral 
note underscores yellow apple, apricot and almond. 
A note of unsweetened lemon drop lingers on the 
close. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

91 Ronco Blanchis 2016 Friulano (Collio). This 
opens with subtle scents evoking yellow 

wild flower and ripe orchard fruit. On the medium-
bodied, elegant palate, hazelnut and tangerine zest 
add depth to a core of ripe yellow apple and Bartlett 
pear. It closes on a graphite note. Arte Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Fruscalzo 2016 Friulano (Collio). Hazelnut, 
honey, Spanish broom and yellow apple 

aromas carry on to the elegant, structured palate 
along with a hint of pear and lemon zest. Fresh acid-
ity brightens the rich flavors while bitter almond 
and a hint of saline linger on the close. Zambuni 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 La Ponca 2016 Friulano (Collio). Entic-
ing aromas of yellow spring flower, acacia 

honey and a whiff of citrus lead the nose. The hon-
eyed note follow through to the palate, along with 
mature yellow apple and a hint of bitter almond. 
Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Eugenio Collavini 2016 Friulano (Collio). 
Yellow wild flower, crushed aromatic herb 

and yellow stone-fruit aromas mingle together. The 
bright, linear palate offers mature yellow apple, 
lemon rind and bitter almond set against fresh acid-
ity. Blue Ventures Wine Marketing. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Fantinel 2016 Tenuta Sant’Helena Friulano 
(Collio). Aromas of yellow apple and toasted 

almond emerge from the glass. The aromas carry 
over to the straightforward palate along with white 
peach and rather firm acidity. Domaine Select Wine 
& Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 La Rajade 2016 Friulano (Collio). Aromas of 
acacia and tangerine glide over to the dry 

linear palate along with unsweetened lemon drop 
and yellow apple. Fresh acidity keeps it light on its 
feet and gives it a clean finish while a subtle note of 
white almond marks the close. Wine 4 All. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Schiopetto 2016 Friulano (Collio). Aromas 
of mature apricot and dried sage emerge 

from the glass. The forward palate offers ripe yellow 
peach and tropical fruit while a bitter almond note 
signals the close. Voliovino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Livon 2016 Maditocai Friulano (Collio). This 
opens with aromas of French oak, citrus, 

crushed herb and yellow stone fruit. The palate offers 
coconut, sage and mature yellow-apple skin along-
side a hint of lemon rind. A raw almond note gives it 
a somewhat bitter finish. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 
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99 Wayfarer 2015 Wayfarer Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). Even 

in its youth this wine packs a punch and delivers 
unbelievable beauty, opening in aromas of per-
fume and game. Seductive, supple and spicy, it is 
undoubtedly full figured and hauntingly complex, 
with layers of dark cherry, charcuterie, sea breeze 
and forest floor. The tannins are firm yet polished, 
intense yet behaved. The salty, briny, beguiling min-
erality is what lingers longest on the finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

98 Venge 2012 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Extra time in bottle has bene-

fited this wine and brought out its inner beauty. It’s 
balanced and complex on the palate, with concen-
trated flavors of jammy blackberry, clove and white 
pepper that are supported by polished tannins. 
Hints of vanilla and nutmeg ring on the finish. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $475 

96 Quilceda Creek 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). This hails from Cham-

poux, Lake Wallula, Palengat and Wallula Gap Vine-
yards. The aromas draw you into the glass, evoking 
anise, blackberry, black raspberry, graphite and 
exotic spices. The flavors show intense depth, rich-
ness and hedonism, and the finish seems endless. 
Best from 2029–2036. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $200 

96 Venge 2015 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Winemaker Kirk Venge makes 

this small-production offering as a memoriam to his 
mother. Made in a robust, richly layered style, it’s 
thick and rich in waves of soy, meat and blackberry 
jam on toast. The grippy, youthful tannins provide 
a firm structure, with finishing touches of coconut 
and milk chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $475 

95 Black Stallion 2014 Transcendent Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This is a jammy 

wine with a lot of life. It’s moderately structured 
and fruity in blackberry and cherry flavors. Cedar 
and dried herb tones add complexity to the expan-
sive midpalate, which is sticky in tannin and oak. 
It will benefit from more time in the bottle; enjoy 
2024–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $150 

95 Dutton-Goldfield 2017 Dutton Ranch Green 
Valley Vineyard Gewürztraminer (Green Val-

ley). This stainless steel-fermented wine is dry, 
fresh and delightful. Flavors of apricot and white 
peach tease the palate and are joined by grapefruit, 
wet stone and lime zest. The vibrant acidity lingers 
alongside tones of ginger and oyster shell on the 
 finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

The Wine Enthusiast 
Buying Guide

The Buying Guide includes ratings and reviews of new-release 
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ABOUT THE SCORES
Ratings reflect what our editors felt about a particular product. 
Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
tasting note to learn about a product’s special characteristics.

 Classic 98–100: The pinnacle of quality.
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 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
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 Good 83–86: Suitable for everyday consumption;  
  often good value.
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points) are not reviewed.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
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SUBMITTING PRODUCTS FOR REVIEW
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LABELS
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
the opportunity to submit labels only after the reviews have been 
finalized and assigned to a specific issue. Labels are reproduced 
and printed along with tasting notes and scores. For information 
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866.896.8786; or email dvalenza@wineenthusiast.net.

Find all reviews on our fully searchable database at  
winemag.com/ratings
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95 Eighty Four 2017 Albariño (Carneros). Bright 
freshness rules the day in this delicious 

vintage of Elias Fernandez’s side project with Doug 
Shafer. Green apple, Meyer lemon and lime flavors 
provide pleasure, with a tense vibrancy and focused 
acidity filling the palate. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

95 Hertelendy 2015 Ritchie Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). A matchstick 

tone rules the nose of this tremendously powerful 
white, which evolves to show toasted oak and salty 
notes. The robust palate unravels in layers of Gra-
venstein apple, fig and crushed rock, with plenty of 
length on the nutmeg-laden finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $85 

95 Jean-Luc Colombo 2015 La Louvée Syrah 
(Cornas). While primary on the nose, fresh 

cherry and berry notes take on a smokier depth on 
the palate. It’s an intensely ripe but elegant wine, 
with supple curves anchored by brisk acidity and 
dense, penetrating tannins. The finish is long and 
lavish. Still taut, it should open and expand from 
2019–2030. Palm Bay International. Cellar Selec-
tion. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $104 

95 Trefethen 2015 Family Owned Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oak Knoll District). 

Blended with small amounts of Petit Verdot, Malbec 
and Merlot, this is an impressive wine well worthy 
of the producer’s 50th anniversary. Currant, boy-
senberry and light handfuls of spice are wrapped in 
soft, polished tannins that offer an elegant length. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

95 Venge 2015 Bone Ash Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Calistoga). Perfumed and 

pretty, this tastes of cherry cordial, with additional 
supple, well-integrated tones of fresh red cherry 
and cassis. Persistent in bright, underlying acidity, 
it has a powerful midpalate of weighty tannin and 
oak. The succulent finish is densely packed in black 
pepper and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $105 

95 Venge 2014 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). A sinewy nose leads the way to 

extracted flavors of red cherry, sage and rocky min-
eral. Offering length and breadth for days, the min-
erality is accentuated by graphite and crushed stone, 
while a rich red-currant flavor rules the midpalate. 
The toasted oak imparts a taste of coconut macaroon. 
Best from 2024–2034. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $475 

95 Venge 2013 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). This small-production offering 

is defined by a nose of nutmeg and clove. It explodes 
handsomely on the palate in jammy blackberry and 
dark chocolate, with a plush texture and concen-
trated, rich fruit that lingers. It balances that rich-
ness in bright, well-defined acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $475 

95 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). A showcase of great winemaking, 

this has fruit from both the Sonoma Coast and Rus-
sian River Valley appellations. Complex, structured 
and built with strong textural components, it boasts 
melded flavors of fresh strawberry, citrus and blue-
berry, as well as lingering notes of black tea and 
baking spice. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

94 Anaba 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
This is a delightfully earthy, delicate wine, 

juicy in light waves of red cherry and pomegranate 
that are accented by notes of dried herb and cinna-
mon. The palate is expansively plush yet silky. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 
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94 Beaulieu Vineyard 2014 Georges De Latour 
Private Reserve Estate Selection Cabernet 

Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This famous wine lives up 
to its name, showing tart cherry on entry, followed by 
a thick midpalate of sage, cedar and tobacco. Lightly 
spiced in white pepper and clove, it has an underly-
ing elegance that needs time to overcome the youth-
ful,  grippy aspects of the tannins. Enjoy 2024–2029. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $145 

94 Calera 2016 Chardonnay (Mt. Harlan). This 
delicious bottling from the iconic estate is 

clean and taut on the nose, with aromas of lemon 
peel, Pink Lady apple, honeysuckle and a hint of 
toast. The palate is extremely well rounded and 
deep, showing fleshy flavors of ripe apple and white 
peach before savory sea salt and zesty lemon rind cut 
through the buttered sourdough midpalate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2015 Redwood Ridge Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Dark in color, this 

comes from a coastal and rugged Annapolis-area site. 
Dark cherry, blood orange and pomegranate flavors 
ride along a midpalate of dense, bold and layered 
concentration, finding life from ample acidity, wild 
spice and anise on the lengthy finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

94 Groth 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Muted at first, this reserve wine 

shows a deft hand. A red currant tone is met by a 
mild grip of tannins and a soft midpalate that is 
lightly rich in coconut shavings and mocha. Supple 
and balanced in richness, it offers classic flavors of 
cassis and cherry wrapped in supportive oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $140 

94 Hahn 2015 SLH Orchestral Estate Grown 
Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). This is 

a delicious bottling from Winemaker Paul Clifton. It 
opens with beautiful aromas of crisp pomegranate, 
red plum, sweet bay leaf and sagebrush, combining 
fresh fruit with sultry, earthy spice. A flash of ripe 
fruit kicks off the palate, followed by dried fennel 
fronds, rhubarb, wild thyme and tobacco, making 
for a fresh, herbal experience. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

94 Jean-Luc Colombo 2015 Les Ruchets Syrah 
(Cornas). Voluptuous black-plum and 

bramble-berry flavors are accented by nuances of 
cocoa, charcuterie and olive in this richly composed 
wine. It’s full bodied, but not brawny, offering plush 
layers of fruit squared off by a grip of firm, penetrat-
ing tannins. Hold until 2020, and it should improve 
for at least another decade after. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $104 

94 Ladera 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Howell Mountain). This reserve-level wine 

offers impressive extraction and concentration 
within a full-bodied, complex package of tobacco 
and sage. The fruit is classically mountain-grown in 
its intensity, black and liqueur-like, with touches of 
coconut and dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $100 

94 Lynmar 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Cranberry colored, this is an 

earthy wine, substantial yet balanced, with a mix 
of dried herb, strawberry, blood orange and lemon-
lime flavors. Vibrantly fresh and dry, it delivers a 
refreshing experience. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

94 Russiz Superiore 2016 Sauvignon (Collio).  
Elegantly structured and savory, this 

estate’s Sauvignon is always one of the best in the 
denomination. Restrained and loaded with finesse, 
it opens with enticing, delicate aromas of dried 
herbs, mature yellow stone fruit and a whiff of 
grapefruit. Reflecting the nose, the delicious, bal-
anced palate offers apricot, crushed sage and cit-
rus alongside fresh acidity. A delicate mineral note 
lifts the finish. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 
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94 Stags’ Leap Winery 2014 The Leap Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap 

District). Highly expressive and elegant, this clas-
sic wine offers tones of red cherry, cassis, cinnamon 
and cola. It is a layered, high-toned yet balanced red 
that is understated in its ripe character. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $100 

94 Venge 2015 Family Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Oakville). Rich flavors of dark choco-

late and blueberry cobbler give this wine an inviting 
taste of sunshine-filled Napa Valley fruit. Its tannins 
and oak are well integrated, with supportive acidity 
keeping the experience in check and mouthwater-
ingly delicious through the close. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $155 

94 Williams Selyem 2016 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). From the 

heart of the appellation, this vineyard-designate 
wine starts off with heady violet and black tea aro-
mas. The juicy palate offers a tremendous depth of 
flavor in tones of citrus, black cherry and straw-
berry, with a supple, silky texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $78 

94 Williams Selyem 2016 Westside Road Neigh-
bors Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Peren-

nially delicious, this is a thick, structured wine with 
underlying elegance and finesse. A baked cherry fla-
vor is enveloped in sweet spice, cola and lavender, 
uplifted by lively acidity. It is a crowd-pleasing wine 
that offers plenty of complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $72 

93 Altocedro 2015 Reserva Malbec (Uco Val-
ley). Ribald cassis and prune aromas ride 

alongside oak and licorice tones. The full palate is 
dense in flavors of blackberry, molasses, chocolate 
and coffee, followed by a mocha explosion on the 
finish. Amid the many leaner and fresher wines 
coming from Argentina, this is a throwback to bal-
anced ripeness, weight and well-applied oak. Drink 
through 2027. Vino Del Sol. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $34 

93 Black Stallion 2014 Bucephalus Red Wine 
(Napa  Valley). This is a blend of 71% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, 14% Syrah, 8% Malbec and 7% 
Petit Verdot, aged more than two years in 100% 
new French oak. It’s wonderfully layered, with hints 
of black pepper, leather and gamy meat. Big, bold 
and lush, it’s enjoyable now in its power but will do 
well in the cellar. Enjoy 2024–2034. Cellar Selec-
tion. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $150 

93 Michael David 2015 Rapture Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Lodi). Smooth and fruity, this indul-

gent wine is a new luxury-level offering from one of 
Lodi’s most adventurous winemakers. It drenches 
the palate with extraripe blackberry and blueberry 
fruit, alongside a polished, creamy texture that 
helps the flavors cling on the finish. It is a deeply 
colored, full-bodied and moderately tannic wine. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $59 

93 Salentein 2015 Numina Spirit Vineyard Gran 
Corte (Uco  Valley). Baked black-fruit aromas 

hint at prune and raisin on the nose of this Malbec-
based Bordeaux-style blend. The dense, full-bodied 
palate is a bit viscous, while ripe berry and choco-
late flavors culminate with toasty richness and 
plenty of weight. Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $41 

93 Shadybrook 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Coombsville). A soft entry greets the palate 

of this well-made wine, complex in its earthiness 
and supple, polished tannins. With breadth and 
length, it shines in clove, leather and cedar, ending 
on notes of toasted oak and black cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $125 
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93 Stags’ Leap Winery 2014 Audentia Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap 

 District). A fine varietal wine blended with 20% 
Petite Sirah, this tastes of chocolate-covered cherry 
with sprinkles of white pepper. It’s truly balanced 
in its youth, with a lasting grip of tannins that are 
pierced by fresh acidity. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $200 

93 Starmont 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This is a beautifully made wine that 

is richly textured and expressive in dried herb, cedar 
and understated accompaniments of cherry and 
vanilla. Dry, integrated tannins round out the tex-
ture and provide structure. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

93 Trefethen 2017 Family Owned Estate Grown 
Dry Riesling (Oak Knoll District). Grown on 

the producer’s Home Ranch, this offers flavors of 
juicy peach, stone and white flower, with the mid-
palate bringing tangy tones of Meyer lemon and 
grapefruit. Balanced through and through, it shows 
lushness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

93 V. Sattui 2015 Amador Ridge Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Amador County). Effusive fruit aro-

mas and flavors are well matched by complex wood, 
smoke and black pepper accents. The berry and 
cherry components taste quite ripe, and the oaky, 
spicy and gamy characters doesn’t overwhelm the 
fruit. A generous mouthfeel completes the profile. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $37 

93 Williams Selyem 2016 Terra De Promissio 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). From 

one of the producer’s coolest sourced sites, this 
sings in aromas of rose petal, earthy stone and 
tobacco. The palate brings tangy cranberry and 
raspberry flavors, with lingering tones of orange 
peel and clove. The tannins are substantial yet 
tamed. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $58 

92 Adaptation 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Blended with 22% Merlot, this 

wine is made by Odette’s winemaker, part of the 
PlumpJack group. It’s a crowd-pleasing wine, con-
centrated and structured, yet floral, rich and round, 
with length and freshness on the finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $56 

92 Brotte 2016 Domaine Barville (Châteauneuf-
du-Pape). Plump black-cherry and dried 

strawberry notes are accented by hints of cinna-
mon, leather and toast in this full-bodied red. Bold 
in alcohol and richly concentrated, it’s a warm-
ing, plush wine, but balanced by fresh red-currant 
acidity and soft, supple tannins. Drink now–2030. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $39 

92 Brotte 2016 Les Hauts de Barville (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Ripe mulberry and 

strawberry notes abound from nose to finish, 
accented by hints of sweet spice and dried Mediter-
ranean herbs. While rich and plush in body, it has 
brisk, integrated acidity and finely edged tannins 
that lend elegant structure. Enjoy now–2030. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Daou 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). This is a great way to experience 

the richness of Daou without hurting the bank 
account too much. Hedonistic aromas of candied 
black cherry, caramel, vanilla cake and cola lead into 
a rich and powerful palate that’s soft in texture and 
lively with exotic plum and black currant flavors. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 
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92 DeLille 2016 Chaleur Blanc (Columbia Val-
ley). This blend of 68% Sauvignon Blanc 

and 32% Sémillon pops on the nose, with white 
grapefruit, guava, toast, fig, pineapple and herb 
notes. The flavors are rich and fruit-filled yet exqui-
sitely balanced, with a knee-buckling texture and a 
warm finish. It’s a standout. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

92 Effort 2016 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Can-
died black raspberry, white pepper and bay 

leaf make for a lively, aromatic entry to this bot-
tling. There is an ample amount of acidity on the 
palate, but also plenty of fruit and spice, from dark 
berry to thyme and ginger. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

92 Elephant Seven 2016 Yellow Bird Vineyard 
Grenache (Walla Walla Valley). Blended with 

20% Syrah and coming from the Upper Mill Creek 
area, this offers perfumed notes of raspberries, fresh 
flowers, wild blueberries, white pepper, smoked 
meat, orange zest and herbs. The flavors are ripe and 
juicy, with pure fruit notes that carry long into the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

92 Marimar Estate 2015 Don Miguel Vineyard 
Dobles Lías Estate Grown Estate Bottled 

Unfiltered Chardonnay (Russian River  Valley). 
Named Dobles Lías because it is given extended 
lees contact to add richness and texture, this wine 
impresses in its heady tones of honey and brioche. 
Tropical pineapple and a touch of brine give it a 
complementary yin-yang spirit that works. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $57 

92 Michael David 2015 Lust Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Lust is one of the seven deadly sins, and this 

tiny-production wine from Michael David is a fitting 
adjunct to the winery’s Seven Deadly Zins offering. 
Spicy, perfumed oak aromas and equally spicy oak 
flavors accompany deep tones of black cherry and 
dark chocolate. The wine has a thick coating of tan-
nins that helps support all the richness and elevated 
body. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $59 

92 Nieto Senetiner 2013 Don Nicanor Single 
Vineyard Villa Blanca Malbec (Luján de 

Cuyo). A smooth aroma of fully ripe blackberry 
comes with notes of cola and smoke. This is giant, 
but mostly in balance. Baked, spicy flavors of black-
berry come with a lot of oak, while coffee and lightly 
herbal berry tones carry the finish. Drink through 
2020. Foley Family Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

92 San Simeon 2014 Estate Reserve Petite Sirah 
(Paso Robles). Nearly pitch black in the 

glass at first glance, this is a meaty, gooey Petite 
Sirah, offering aromas of caramel, blueberry and 
fudge. The flavors are also lavish and thick with 
black currant, roasted meat, black plum, vanilla, 
caramel and fudge, surrounded by mouthcoating 
tannins. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

92 Tenuta Roveglia 2015 Vigne di Catullo Riserva 
(Lugana). Aromas of ripe orchard fruit, cit-

rus, grilled herb and nuts delicately guide the nose. 
Round and delicious, the medium-bodied palate 
delivers baked yellow apple, creamy white peach, 
ginger and white almond alongside tangy acidity. 
A juicy note of candied lemon drop lingers on the 
close. John Given Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Earthy in baked citrus, black 

tea and clove, this wine offers a supple midpalate 
and plenty of length. Moderate acidity and balanced 
ripeness transition to a savory crushed-mineral 
tone. It’s rich within reason, more elegant than 
robust. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 
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92 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Tangy and delicate, this coastal wine 

is dominated by vibrant acidity and an Asian spice 
tone. Teases of orange peel, red cherry and gravelly 
forest floor flavors emerge on the well-balanced 
 palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

92 Zaca Mesa 2014 Estate Vineyard Roussanne 
(Santa Ynez  Valley). Crisp aromas of Key 

lime pith, nectarine, lemon blossom and chalk show 
on the restrained, tightly woven nose of this bottling 
by Eric Mohseni. The palate offers a texturally tight 
feel, with supple flavors of grapefruit rind, cheri-
moya, honeysuckle and Gravenstein apple. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Black Stallion 2014 Barrel Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This is aged for 26 

months in 80% new French oak. It works to sup-
port and structure a wealth of robust, ripe fruit, 
offering a perfumed nose of cherry and vanilla. The 
flavors follow, soft and dusty in tannin, finishing 
with a bright swathe of cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $98 

91 Brotte 2017 Les Hauts de Barville Blanc (Chât-
eauneuf-du-Pape). Concentrated lemon and 

pineapple flavors are bright and sunny in this full-
bodied yet delicately textured wine. Hints of nuts 
and spice lend nuance to the midpalate. Fresh acid-
ity and a pleasant bite of bitter-lemon pith mark a 
moderately long finish. Drink now–2021. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Chateau Remo 2014 Hosen Red (Galilee). A 
nose of cassis, dark plum and juniper paves 

the way for black cherry, black currant, anise, violet 
and orange zest flavors in this wine. It’s full bod-
ied, with smooth tannins that recede into a bright 
 finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Ethos Reserve 
Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). This wine 

is a blend of fruit from Lawrence, Cold Creek and 
Canoe Ridge Vineyards. Its aromas are not yet ready 
to reveal their charms, with custard, lemon zest 
and flower blossom notes. The palate shows focus,  
which carries through the lingering finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

91 De Loach 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Tangy and seemingly demure, this 

wine is broad-shouldered and showy in its up-front 
ripeness of orange and rhubarb tones. Earthy spice 
lingers on the structured finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

91 Ferraton Père et Fils 2015 Calendes (Crozes-
Hermitage). Ripe yet elegant black-plum and 

cherry flavors are marked by complexities of earth, 
mushroom and dried herb. It’s full bodied and richly 
concentrated, but balanced by vibrant acidity. The 
finish lingers with ripe yet firm, persistent tannins. 
Drink now–2030. Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

91 Ferraton Père et Fils 2015 Les Murailles (Gigo-
ndas). Prominent notes of dried sage, thyme 

and olive lend a savory tone to luscious black-cherry 
and dried strawberry flavors. It’s full bodied on the 
palate, with a silky, voluminous mouthfeel, but 
elegantly edged by fine, firm tannins and integrated 
acidity. Enjoy now–2026. Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 
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91 Golan Heights Winery 2014 Yarden Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Galilee). This deep violet-colored 

wine has blackberry and violet aromas. It’s soft and 
fruity on entry, with wild berry, toffee, anise, nut-
meg and ginger flavors. Ever-present but not over-
powering tannins build as spice notes take over, 
dropping off towards the notably soft finish. Kosher. 
Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

91 Golan Heights Winery 2014 Yarden Merlot 
(Galilee). Dark red-violet in the glass, this 

wine has cherry and orange rind aromas. It fills the 
palate with flavors of black cherry, pomegranate, 
orange and aniseed, offering velvety tannins and a 
smooth finish. Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

91 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Friulano (Collio). Wild 
flower, honeyed nut and mature yellow-stone 

fruit aromas continue on to the structured palate 
along with orange zest. It closes on a pleasant note 
of bitter almond that lingers on the finish. Vineyard 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Groth 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
Blended with 20% Merlot, this is a finely 

made wine that pleases in its granular texture and 
bright acidity. Sinewy in feel, it has fleshy aspects 
of red cherry and cassis that are complemented by a 
cradling of vanilla oak. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Louis M. Martini 2014 Lot No. 1 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Succulent in fleshy 

black fruit and lifted acidity, this is a smooth, plush 
and robust wine. It’s a hugely concentrated expres-
sion of the grape that’s impressive in its power. 
Black pepper, cigar and dark chocolate linger on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $230 

91 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Cote del Sol Valley 
View Vineyard Estate Vineyards Cabernet Sau-

vignon (Santa Ynez Valley). This single-vineyard 
bottling from one of the winery’s prized properties 
shows black cherry sauce, dill, anise and coffee bean 
on the nose. The coffee element is quite strong on 
the palate, where it spices up the dark-red fruits 
and settles in next to fresh acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Maison CR 2017 Coeur de Rosé Prestige (Côtes 
de Provence). A blend of Grenache and Syrah, 

this juicy wine is full and richly fruity. Cut with 
raspberry and strawberry flavors and boasting 
intense acidity at the end, it is both rounded and 
crisp. It could do with a few months aging, so drink 
from early 2019. Maison CR Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Ottella 2017 Lugana. Tangy and delicious, this 
bright wine offers aromas suggesting white 

spring flower and ripe orchard fruit. The savory, 
linear palate doles out crisp green apple, honeydew 
melon and juicy grapefruit alongside fresh acidity. 
Artisan Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

91 Pessimist 2016 Red (Paso Robles). This wine 
from the Daou brothers starts with dense 

aromas of blackberry, gravelly soil, wood ash and 
violets. The mouthfeel is plush in soft tannins, 
offering flavors of black currant, asphalt, purple 
flowers and marjoram. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $28 
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91 Tablas Creek 2016 Patelin de Tablas Syrah-
Grenache-Counoise-Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). 

This blend of 52% Syrah, 31% Grenache, 11% Cou-
noise and 6% Mourvèdre is a complete success. 
Fresh aromas of carnations, purple flowers, crushed 
cranberries, plump berries and dried sage lead into a 
taut palate of red plums, red cherries and potpourri 
spice. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Tabor 2014 Storm Adama II (Galilee). This 
deep violet-colored wine has aromas of rasp-

berry and blackberry, with a hint of smoke. It’s full 
on the palate and opulent in tannins, boasting fla-
vors of black cherry, cassis, anisette and mocha. 
The finish is marked by a bright pomegranate note. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Vitkin 2016 Israeli Journey Red (Israel). This 
wine has cherry and violet aromas, with a 

note of talcum powder. It’s smooth on the palate, 
with soft tannins and flavors of blackberry, cas-
sis, licorice and lavender that culminate in a spicy, 
cranberry-laced finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —M.D. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $25 

91 Yatir 2013 Mt. Amasa (Judean Hills). With 
aromas of cherry, cranberry and chocolate, 

this wine offers similar notes on the palate, along 
with a hint of eucalyptus. Its strong and slightly 
grippy tannins are kept in check by vibrant acid-
ity that triumphs on the mint and orange finish. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

91 Zaca Mesa 2017 Estate Vineyards Z Gris (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Soft red plum, rose petal and 

raspberry aromas are cut by tangerine rinds on 
the nose of this rosé. There’s a zippy structure and 
grippy texture on the palate, which carry fresh fla-
vors of strawberry, lemon pith and the pop of bub-
blegum. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $20 

90 Aerena 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Hills 
Lake County). This is a beautifully balanced, 

medium-bodied wine that goes beyond the basic 
black-fruit flavors and adds hints of dried earth and 
bay leaf on the nose and light wood smoke and black 
pepper flavors. Moderate tannins and persistent 
acidity complete the picture. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

90 Altvs 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
 Valley). Lavender and licorice tones give 

this wine a savory touch. The fruit comes from 
Oak Knoll and Coombsville, relatively cooler appel-
lations within the Napa Valley, and includes the 
 addition of 20% Petit Verdot. Rich, thick layers 
of blueberry, blackberry and cigar box meet dried 
 herbes de Provence and sweet spice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $75 

90 Andis 2015 Zinfandel (Amador County). 
This dry, well-structured wine has firm 

tannins and persistent acidity matched by ripe and 
spicy blackberry and black-cherry flavors. It will 
shine when served with a roast or chop. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

90 Black Stallion 2014 Limited Release Caber-
net Sauvignon (Mount Veeder). Dust and 

sage accentuate the oak and depth of flavor in this 
wine, which is soft and supple on the palate. Suc-
culent flavors of black cherry, plum and anise carry 
well through the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 
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90 Black Stallion 2014 Limited Release Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Leather and 

tobacco tones add to the savory, grippy aspect of 
this boldly ripe, rich wine. Concentrated in blue-
berry and blackberry flavors, the palate is supple 
and succulent, leading to a finish of brown sugar 
and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

90 Canvasback 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). This offers generous black 

cherry, black raspberry, fruit leather, mineral, spice 
and herb aromas. The fruit flavors are obviously 
there, but like most offerings from this appellation, 
it’s very much about structure, framed by firm, juicy 
tannins and crisp acidity. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

90 Caricature 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). A 
Port-like ripeness in the aroma leads to lush, 

chocolaty flavors that range from superripe black 
plums to blueberry syrup. The wine is full  bodied, 
rich and viscous in texture, with mild tannins and 
soft acidity for balance. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $16 

90 Carmel 2013 Limited Edition (Galilee). This 
deep violet-colored wine offers an enticing 

whiff of cherry pie on the nose. Strong acidity bal-
ances its heavy tannins while cherry, strawberry, 
orange zest, violet and vanilla flavors power on into 
a bright, lingering finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2017 Morning Dew 
Ranch Rosato (Anderson Valley). This 

medium-bodied wine is made from Pinot Noir 
grapes grown on a single-vineyard hillside site. It 
has a light-pink color tinted with salmon, fresh 
peach-skin aromas and nicely dry, crisp yellow-
plum and white-cherry flavors that sit on a smooth, 
substantial texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $39 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle & Dr. Loosen 2016 
Eroica Riesling (Columbia Valley). High-

toned lime zest, lime leaf, white peach, honeysuckle 
and mineral aromas lead to sleek, well-balanced 
stone fruit and green apple flavors in this wine. It’s 
delightful on its own, but would also shine at the 
dinner table. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Domaine du Castel 2016 La Vie Rouge du 
Castel (Haut-Judeé). Dark ruby in color, 

this wine has a fruit-forward nose full of raspberry 
and strawberry scents. It’s soft in the mouth, with 
blackberry, dark plum and cocoa powder flavors 
that wind down into a spicy finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Duckhorn 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This is made from grapes grown at 

Three Palms Vineyard, alongside other valley floor 
and mountain fruit, including 10% Merlot and 
smaller percentages of Petit Verdot, Cabernet Franc 
and Malbec. Smooth, lush and robust in dark cherry 
and plum, it’s fruit forward and full bodied, with 
considerable ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Ferraton Père et Fils 2016 Plan de Dieu 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). Subtle notes of 

nuts, spice and crushed earth lend complexity to 
buoyantly juicy black-plum and mulberry flavors. 
It’s a plush, richly concentrated wine offset by crisp 
acidity and ripe, mouthfilling tannins. Enjoy now–
2026. Sera Wine Imports. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  13

90 Golan Heights Winery 2014 Yarden Syrah 
(Galilee). Aromas of cherry, raspberry and 

lavender prepare the palate for well-balanced fruit 
and spice flavors—notably black cherry, cranberry, 
anise, mace and vanilla. Its pervasive acidity is 
backed by smooth tannins from first sip through the 
bright, pomegranate-laced finish. Kosher. Yarden 
Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Infiné 1939 2016 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
Delicate scents reminiscent of white spring 

flower, Alpine herb and pear appear in the glass. On 
the bright palate, refreshing acidity accompanies 
mature apple, peach, wild fennel and citrus. A note 
of flint gives it a crisp, clean close. Palm Bay Inter-
national. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

90 J. Lohr 2016 Seven Oaks Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Black cherry, smoke and a 

hint of caramel make for a very familiar and satis-
fying nose on this well-priced bottling. There is a 
deep core of black currant fruit, with chalky tan-
nins, a dense mouthfeel and abundant acidity that 
drives into the finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Jarvis 2016 Estate Grown Cave Fermented 
Chardonnay (Napa Valley). Honey, brioche 

and layers of pineapple and mango give this youth-
ful estate wine a richness that’s hard to resist. 
It’s supported by integrated oak that’s toasty and 
sprinkled in a nutmeg tone. Steely acidity provides 
a backbone of freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

90 Kendall-Jackson 2015 Vintner’s Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma County). This 

is a large-production wine that spares no atten-
tion to detail or quality. Winemaker Randy Ullom 
created an expression of thick, rich, grippy power 
that’s available for an attractive price. Baked plum, 
clove, mountain sage and black cherry all figure 
into the mix, with a lasting touch of mocha on the 
lengthy finish. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Moniker 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
docino County). This wine from Mendoci-

no’s Thornhill family offers a classic example of the 
variety. It shows tones of black cherry, wet earth and 
leather, framed in firm tannins and touches of sophis-
ticated oak without being too full bodied. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

90 Neyers 2015 Neyers Ranch Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). From the producer’s 

home site, this wine opens with a tobacco-laden 
nose, leading to a palate with moderate structure 
and plenty of grip. Savory in character, this is 
defined by tones of dried herb, cassis and toasted 
oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

90 Niner 2016 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Roasted 
red-cherry and wet gravel aromas show on 

the nose of this bottling from the Jespersen Ranch. 
The palate is soft and mellow, framed by strong 
acidity and displaying tightly woven tones of red 
fruits and chaparral spice. It’s mouthwatering into 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 Oak Farm 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). 
Mouthwatering and crisp, this medium-

bodied wine has bright aromas of kiwi and citrus. 
It’s fresh and vibrant in character, backed by a tangy 
underscore. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 
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90 Rodney Strong 2014 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). Juicy black 

cherry and blueberry wrap around big, expansive 
tannins in this hearty red that is sourced from sev-
eral of the producer’s best sites. With a backbone 
of structure and oak, it’s toasty in character yet 
robustly fruity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Scheid 2015 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Fairly light in the 

glass, this single-vineyard expression shows a great 
deal of sagebrush and chaparral spice on the nose, 
which gives depth to the cranberry and turned-
earth aromas. The palate is also very earthy and 
herbal, with crushed thyme, oregano and dried sage 
peppering the zesty red fruits. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Shannon Ridge 2015 Buck Shack Small 
Batch Sustainably Farmed Cabernet Sau-

vignon (Lake County). This wine has classic mint 
and cedar aromas, deep black-cherry flavors and a 
full yet soft mouthfeel. The flavors follow suit and 
are accented by a milk-chocolate tone. It’s a tasty, 
 approachble wine that’s easy to like even if buck 
hunting is not the occasion. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

90 Tenuta Roveglia 2017 Limne (Lugana). 
Inviting aromas of peach, green apple and 

tropical fruit jump over to the round, juicy palate. 
Tangy acidity lifts the fruity flavors and gives it a 
refreshing, savory finish. John Given Wines. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Terra d’Oro 2016 Zinfandel (Amador County). 
Hints of black pepper, clove and cedar waft 

from the glass, followed by ripe and generous fruit 
flavors on the palate. This wine is dry, well balanced 
and has a mouthwatering texture stiffened a bit by 
light tannins. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Z. Alexander Brown 2014 Limited Release 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Full of 

sage and earth tones, this robust, full-bodied wine 
is brimming in black cherry and cassis flavors that 
are bolstered by a firm grip of tannins. Toasted oak 
finishes things out, with lingering notes of clove and 
vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $120 

90 Zion 2014 Erez Cabernet Sauvignon (Gali-
lee). This wine’s blackberry and orange zest 

aromas lead to black plum, pomegranate, chocolate 
and clove flavors. It’s balanced by firm tannins that 
even out as the long, smoky finish takes shape. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

89 Clone 7 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Fresh aromas of framboise, boysen-

berry, crushed slate and purple flowers show on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s an easy going freshness 
to the palate as well, with a juicy black-raspberry 
flavor that is nuanced by chopped herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Clos La Chance 2016 Estate Vineyards Merlot 
(Central Coast). Fairly light and restrained 

on the nose, this bottling from a winery founded in 
1987 offers pleasant tones of vanilla, red cherry and 
baked cranberry on the nose. The palate is fresh, 
with tight red-currant and baking spice flavors that 
are framed by grippy tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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89 Paul Dolan 2016 Chardonnay (Mendocino 
County). Both aromatic and flavorful, this 

full-bodied wine has white tea and butterscotch 
aromas. Pear and apple flavors carry the smooth, 
viscous palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Sketchbook 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
docino County). Generous fruit flavors make 

this well-balanced wine a crowd-pleaser. It carries 
aromas of fresh black cherry, nutmeg and cinnamon 
that transition to the full, ripe palate that is bal-
anced by moderate tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Stemmari 2016 Dalila Riserva (Sicilia). Aro-
mas of spring blossom, ripe pear and citrus 

zest lead the way. The fresh, linear palate delivers 
creamy white peach, mature yellow apple and a hint 
of lemon alongside fresh acidity. It closes on a saline 
note. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Weibel Family 2015 Archgate Cellars Reserve 
Bottling Zinfandel (Lodi). Spicy, savory ele-

ments supplement the generous fruit flavors in this 
full-bodied wine, giving it more than the usual per-
sonality. There are white-pepper, dried basil and 
blackberry flavors and a smooth, moderately tannic 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $15 

88 B Side 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (North 
Coast). This wine is carried by baking spice 

and black cherry aromas. The full-bodied palate 
brings bright berry and cherry flavors and a good 
layer of fine-grained tannins that complement the 
firm acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Kirkland Signature 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Mint and earth tones ride 

along a juicy core of cherry in this medium-bodied 
wine. Big bones of oak and tannin give it a grippy 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

BEST BUYS

90 Emerald Hare 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). This wine has classic rosemary and 

pine aromas and fresh, lively citrus flavors. Sup-
portive acidity and a concentrated palate helps 
extend the finish. It’s all about savory flavors and a 
nice tart character. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

90 J. Lohr 2016 Wildflower Valdiguié (Mon-
terey). This bottling of an obscure grape 

originally from France shows crushed violets and 
tart boysenberry on the nose. Best served with a 
slight chill, it packs black plum skin, potpourri and 
marjoram flavors onto the palate. It is both refresh-
ing and satisfying. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2016 Les Abeilles de 
Colombo (Côtes du Rhône). This buoyant 

red wine is marked by aromas of ripe blackberries, 
blueberries and anise. It’s full bodied and plump but 
balanced by crisp acidity and a firm, tannic finish. 
An easy-drinking but classic Côtes du Rhône, it has 
just a hint of mineral intensity. Enjoy now–2021. 
Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 
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BEST BUYS

90 Joel Gott 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
This full-bodied wine is delicious, layered, 

complex and well balanced. It is compelling from 
the first whiff of melon and fig to the rich, concen-
trated palate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

90 LangeTwins 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Tantalizing oak and rich fruit flavors vie 

for attention in this full-bodied, firmly tannic and 
well-structured wine. It has plenty of concentra-
tion with, boysenberry jam aromas, lush fruit and 
chocolate flavors. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $15 

90 LangeTwins 2017 Estate Grown Sangiovese 
Rosé (Lodi). This vivid, seductive wine has 

a bright pink color, exotic floral and plummy aromas 
and opulent fruit flavors that are concentrated and 
layered. It’s light bodied, well balanced and deli-
cious. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Murphy-Goode 2016 Pinot Noir (Califor-
nia). Delicious cherry and plum flavors 

are accented by touches of black tea, rhubarb and 
forest floor in this complex, medium-bodied wine. 
It’s slightly soft in feel, but has light tannins and 
enough acidity to give it some snap. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Pull 2016 Estate Grown Chardonnay (Paso 
Robles). This is a compelling wine at a good 

price point, showing warm aromas of hazelnut and 
baked bread along with fresh sprays of orange zest 
and honeysuckle. Toast and blanched almond fla-
vors on the palate are lifted by citrus zest and gar-
denia. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

90 The Crusher 2016 Petite Sirah (California). 
This a big and proudly oaky wine that’s 

aromatic, full flavored and concentrated. It shows 
scents of cedar, clove and cinnamon, with black-
berry and maple syrup on the palate. The texture is 
velvety and smooth. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Zuccardi 2016 Serie A Malbec (Uco Valley). 
This Malbec from a difficult vintage is a 

success. Plum and dark berry aromas are ripe and 
dry. The palate is flush, while ripe berry and black-
plum flavors dry out on the finish. Winesellers, Ltd. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Louis Bernard 2016 Côtes du Rhône Villages. 
Crisp blackberry and cherry flavors lend a 

vibrant edge to this full-bodied yet freshly balanced 
wine. It’s crisply concentrated and silky on the pal-
ate, with integrated notes of vanilla, anise and spice. 
The finish is moderately long, lingering on hints of 
dried lavender and thyme. Boisset Collection. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

89 Pomelo 2017 Rosé (California). This light, 
fresh wine tastes delicate and crisp, with 

hints of cherry candy accenting vivid melon and 
peach flavors. It has an appealing peachy color, 
lively acidity and pure flavors. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 
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BEST BUYS

89 Tabor 2016 Mt. Tabor Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). This wine’s bramble fruit and vio-

let aromas set the scene for raspberry, lavender and 
tobacco flavors. It’s smooth on the palate, with a 
nice balance of fruit and savory characteristics and 
a zesty finish marked by a touch of salinity. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2017 Rosé (Columbia 
Valley). This is the first release of this wine, 

which is almost all Syrah. A pretty pale-salmon 
color, aromas of watermelon, strawberry candy, 
kiwi and bubble gum lead to a lightly spritzy, dry 
palate, full of strawberry and tropical fruit flavors. 
It hits a lot of high notes.  Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

88 Cline 2016 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). An 
interesting mineral aroma lends a distinct 

profile to this otherwise full-bodied, dry and mod-
erately tannic wine. It has a good palate-cleansing 
grip, plus raspberry and mineral flavors and a tangy 
finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

BEST BUYS

88 Gnarly Head 2016 Old Vine Zin Zinfandel 
(Lodi). This wine is very generous in fruit 

aromas and flavors, showing ripe and vivid red 
cherry, strawberry and plum, with light oak shad-
ings and a smooth, almost soft texture. It’s charming 
and easy to drink. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 The Crusher 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-
fornia). This medium- to full-bodied wine 

offers nice depth and richness along with the tangy, 
herbaceous personality that draws people to the 
variety. It has assertive snap pea and garlic aromas, 
fresh lemon and herb flavors and a crisp, snappy 
texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Mezzacorona 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
White spring-flower and orchard-fruit aro-

mas take center stage on this straightforward and 
enjoyable white. On the bright palate, fresh acid-
ity offsets honeydew melon and green apple. A hint 
of mineral marks the tangy finish. Prestige Wine 
Imports Corp. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

SPIRITS

94 Barceló Imperial Onyx Rum (Dominican 
Republic; Shaw-Ross International, Mira-

mar, FL). This deep amber-hued rum offers a cara-
mel aroma, with an intriguing hint of violet. The 
silky palate opens with caramel and brown butter, 
accented by dried fig and walnut, finishing long and 
gently spiced. Made with a blend of rums aged for 
10 years in ex-Bourbon casks with heavy char, then 
filtered through onyx stones. That unique filtration 
may not add much except a point to contemplate 
while sipping, which is highly encouraged.
abv: 40% Price: $40

90 Twenty Boat Cask Finish Reserve Rum (USA; 
South Hollow Spirits, North Truro, MA). 

This is a limited-edition blend of molasses and 
cane rums, finished in a barrel that previously held 
white Port. Look for an amber tint and rich caramel 
and mocha perfume. The palate is lighter than the 
aroma suggests, showing vanilla, spice and a puff of 
campfire smoke on the midpalate, finishing with a 
burst of mouthwatering lemony astringency.
abv: 42.5% Price: $100 
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RIBOLLA GIALLA

91 Attems 2016 Trebes Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Enticing aromas of yellow spring flower, 

vanilla and orchard fruit lead the way on this ele-
gantly structured white. On the fresh savory palate, 
a touch of white pepper accents juicy yellow peach, 
Bartlett pear and tangerine. It finishes on a salty 
note. Drink through 2021. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

90 Castello di Spessa 2016 Ribolla Gialla 
( Collio). Heady scents of beeswax, wild 

herb, Spanish broom and yellow stone fruit float 
from the glass. Bright and balanced, the linear pal-
ate doles out apricot, yellow apple and lemon zest 
alongside crisp acidity. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Spring wild flower and yellow stone-fruit 

aromas take center stage on this bright linear white. 
The savory palate offers mature yellow peach, cit-
rus peel and ripe apple set against fresh acidity. It 
closes crisp and clean. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 La Rajade 2016 Ribolla Gialla (Collio). This 
offers heady aromas of Spanish broom, 

lemon drop and yellow stone fruit. Mirroring the 
nose, the linear palate offers yellow pear and citrus 
alongside bright acidity. Wine 4 All. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Zuani 2016 Sodevo Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Delicate scents of spring blossom and white 

stone fruit lift from the glass. Reflecting the nose, 
the crisp linear palate offers Rennet apple and cit-
rus alongside refreshing acidity before the clean 
close. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Livon 2016 RoncAlto Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Aromas of citrus, Spanish broom and yel-

low stone fruit waft out of the glass. The linear pal-
ate offers Bosc pear, nectarine and a touch of grape-
fruit alongside bright acidity. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

86 Ascevi Luwa 2016 Ceròu Ribolla Gialla 
( Collio). This informal wine has a subdued 

nose that eventually reveals whiffs of white flower 
and citrus while the simple palate suggests green 
apple and white peach. It’s bright, with fresh acidity. 
Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 La Ponca 2016 Ribolla Gialla (Collio). This 
has delicate scents evoking yellow stone 

fruit and citrus. The aromas carry over to the some-
what lean palate along with bitter yellow-apple skin 
and citrus rind. It closes on a note of bitter almond 
and a hint of sage. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

MALVASIA

92 Muzic 2016 Malvasia (Collio). Inviting aro-
mas of bread crust, orchard fruit, dried herb 

and crushed stone mingle together. The enveloping 
palate delivers golden apple, yellow pear and lemon 
drop. Fresh acidity lifts the rich flavors while a flinty 
note backs up the finish. Hold for more  complexity. 
Drink through 2021. Wine Emporium. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Borgo del Tiglio 2016 Italo e Bruno Malvasia 
(Collio). Citrus, pressed rose, oak, oak-driven 

spice, toasted nut and vanilla aromas set the tone on 
this structured, elegant white. On the full-bodied 
enveloping palate, a tangy saline note underscores 
dried apricot, candied lemon zest and butterscotch. 
Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

90 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Malvasia (Collio). 
Mature apricot, toasted hazelnut, crushed 

stone and acacia aromas delicately lift out of the 
glass. The full-bodied enveloping palate delivers 
ripe yellow apple, pear and lemon zest while a notes 
of bitter almond and beeswax underscore the finish. 
Thanks to the fruit richness, you can barely detect 
the elevated alcohol content. Drink through 2021. 
Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $24 

89 Schiopetto 2016 Malvasia (Collio). Aromas 
of sunbaked earth, grilled herb, toasted nut 

and pressed wild flower lead the nose on this big 
white. The brawny full-bodied palate offers dried 
apricot, baked apple and citrus zest alongside a hint 
of bitter almond. There is also a warmth of alcohol 
on the close. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

88 Livon 2016 Soluna Malvasia (Collio). French 
oak, coconut and citrus-rind aromas fol-

low over to the taut linear palate along with but-
terscotch, candied lemon drop and a hint of dried 
apricot. Bright acidity provides support. Angelini 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

87 La Ponca 2016 Malvasia (Collio). This big, 
round white has subdued aromas while the 

brawny palate suggests baked apple, mature pear, 
citrus zest and bitter almond. You’ll also detect the 
warmth of alcohol on finish but fresh acidity man-
ages to keep it lighter on its feet than you’d expect 
for a wine with this structure. Tradizione Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $18 

PINOT GRIGIO

91 Muzic 2016 Valeris Pinot Grigio (Collio). 
Round and creamy, this has enticing scents 

of ripe apple, white peach and citrus zest that fol-
low over to the savory palate along with a hint of 
vanilla. Fresh acidity brightens the rich flavors. 
Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

91 Venica & Venica 2016 Jesera Pinot Grigio 
(Collio). This fragrant copper-colored wine 

boasts enticing scents of acacia, Spanish broom, 
ripe orchard fruit and a whiff of wet stone. The 
elegantly structured savory palate evokes ripe Ren-
net apple, white peach and orange drop alongside 
tangy acidity. Editor’s choice. Grand Cru Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Castello di Spessa 2016 Pinot Grigio (Col-
lio). After a few swirls of the glass, you’ll 

find whiffs of dried wild flower, baked apple and 
toasted almond, while the round full-bodied palate 
offers mature yellow apple, white peach and candied 
lemon slice. A vanilla note lingers on the close while 
just enough fresh acidity brightens the rich flavors. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Russiz Superiore 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). 
Creamy and medium-bodied, this delivers 

ripe apple, white peach and citrus flavors. Tangy 
acidity lifts the rich flavors while a hint of toasted 
hazelnut lingers on the finish. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). Aro-
mas of toasted almond, ripe yellow apple 

and pear carry over to the full-bodied round palate. 
Just enough fresh acidity brightens the ripe fruit 
flavors. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

89 Schiopetto 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). This 
opens with subtle aromas of ripe orchard 

fruit and white spring flower. The lively palate 
evokes mature Bartlett pear and tangerine zest 
alongside fresh acidity. Voliovino. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

88 Borgo Conventi 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). 
Aromas of orchard fruit and yellow spring 

flower delicately float out of the glass along with a 
hint of baked bread. On the linear palate, bright acid-
ity frames citrus, beeswax and crushed herb. Con-
stellation Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Fantinel 2016 Tenuta Sant’Helena Pinot 
Grigio (Collio). Aromas of tropical fruit and 

honeysuckle lead the nose. On the palate, fresh 
acidity underscores Granny Smith apple and cit-
rus while a hint of white almond marks the close. 
Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 
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87 Ascevi Luwa 2016 Ceròu Pinot Grigio (Col-
lio). This has a shy nose but eventually gives 

away whiffs of mature pear a hint of toasted nut 
while the fresh, if somewhat subdued, palate evokes 
suggestions of yellow apple. It finishes on a bitter 
almond note. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 La Rajade 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). This 
has aromas evoking wild flower, white stone 

fruit and toasted hazelnut while on the light-bod-
ied, straightforward palate, fresh acidity accompa-
nies baked apple. It closes on a bitter almond note. 
Wine 4 All. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Marco Felluga 2015 Riserva Pinot Grigio (Col-
lio). Aromas of oak, toasted nut and a whiff 

of tropical fruit carry over to the robust palate along 
with coconut and roasted coffee bean. Drink soon 
to capture the remaining fruit and freshness. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Marco Scolaris 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). 
Aromas suggesting fragrant white flower and 

exotic fruit lead the nose. Full bodied and fruity, the 
palate offers mature apple and a hint of honeydew 
melon alongside a white-almond note. Masciarelli 
Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Tenuta di Angoris 2016 Pinot Grigio (Collio). 
This opens with aromas of jasmine and trop-

ical fruit while the ripe palate offers candied lemon, 
mature nectarine and dried apricot. Drink soon. MS 
Walker. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

86 Collavini 2016 Villa Canlungo Pinot Grigio 
( Collio). Citrus blossom and white stone-

fruit aromas glide out of the glass. The straightfor-
ward palate offers green apple and citrus zest while 
a hint of white almond marks the close. Blue Ven-
tures Wine Marketing. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Colmello di Grotta 2016 Pinot Grigio (Col-
lio). This has subdued aromas suggesting 

ripe pear, acacia and nut. On the simple light-bodied 
palate, fresh acidity accompanies yellow-apple skin 
while a note of bitter almond closes the somewhat 
lean finish. Baldocchino Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 Primosic 2015 Pinot Grigio (Collio). This 
unusual, deeply colored Pinot Grigio (a 

result of long skin maceration) opens with subdued 
aromas evoking raspberry jam and warm toasted 
notes. The brawny, rather evolved palate offers oak, 
dried cherries steeped in spirits, coconut and a hint 
roasted coffee beans. The warmth of evident alco-
hol throws it off balance. Drink now to capture the 
remaining freshness. GLC Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $32 

SAUVIGNON

94 Russiz Superiore 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). 
For full review see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Muzic 2016 Pàjze Sauvignon (Collio). 
Restrained and refined, this wine offers 

delicate aromas of grapefruit, white spring flower 
and crushed herb. The enticing scents carry over to 
elegantly structured palate along with apple, exotic 
fruit and tangerine zest. Fresh acidity provides bal-
ance while a flinty mineral note lingers on the  finish. 
Wine Emporium. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

91 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). Aro-
mas of citrus, wild herb, crushed tomato leaf 

and a whiff of tropical fruit lead the nose. On the 
medium-bodied savory palate, tangy acidity lifts ripe 
grapefruit, juicy lemon drop and white peach, while 
a flinty mineral note backs up the finish. Vineyard 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Russiz Superiore 2013 Riserva Sauvignon 
( Collio). Aromas of yellow stone fruit, 

crushed thyme and a whiff of tomato leaf take shape 
on this medium-bodied structured white. The ele-
gant palate doles out dried apricot, mature yellow 
peach, crushed oyster shell and citrus zest alongside 
tangy acidity. A hint of toasted hazelnut lingers on 
the close. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

90 Castello di Spessa 2016 Sauvignon (Col-
lio). Aromas evoking grapefruit, tropical 

fruit and tomato leaf flow over to the full-bodied 
enveloping palate along with green melon and steely 
mineral. Fresh acidity lifts the finish. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Colmello di Grotta 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). 
Tropical fruit, crushed herb, red bell pep-

per and fragrant white flower are just some of the 
aromas you’ll find on this expressive white. On the 
juicy palate, fresh acidity brightens white peach 
and grapefruit while a note of white pepper lifts the 
 finish. Baldocchino Fine Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Livon 2016 Valbuins Sauvignon (Collio). 
This opens with delicate scents of tropical 

fruit, citrus and a whiff of pressed acacia. On the 
palate, a light toasted note accompanies dried peach 
and grapefruit. Fresh acidity lifts the finish. Angelini 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Schiopetto 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). 
Crushed tomato vine, citrus and thyme aro-

mas jump out of the glass. The palate offers yellow 
peach, green melon and grapefruit alongside fresh 

acidity. It closes on a note of dried sage. Voliovino. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Attems 2016 Cicinis Sauvignon (Collio). This 
has aromas of cedar, vanilla and pineapple 

that carry over to the medium-bodied palate along 
with ripe grapefruit. Notes of toasted hazelnut and 
grilled sage mark the close. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 Fantinel 2016 Tenuta Sant’Helena Sauvi-
gnon (Collio). Aromas of tropical fruit and 

crushed tomato leaf leap from the glass. It’s fresh 
and juicy, offering pineapple, grapefruit and honey-
dew melon alongside crisp acidity. Domaine Select 
Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

86 Borgo Conventi 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). 
Citrus peel and medicinal aromas lead the 

nose and carry over to the firm racy palate along 
with grapefruit pith and dried sage. It has crisp 
acidity and a brisk, steely finish. Constellation 
Brands, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 La Ponca 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). You’ll 
need a couple of swirls of the glass to 

release the aromas, but you’ll finally find whiffs of 
tropical fruit and a hint of tomato leaf. The robust 
palate isn’t very expressive either, offering sugges-
tions of mature grape fruit and a note of bitter yel-
low skin. Drink now to capture the meaning fruit 
and freshness. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

85 La Rajade 2016 Sauvignon (Collio). The 
shy nose eventually reveals aromas evoking 

pressed wild flower and mature grapefruit. On the 
lean, evolved palate, you’ll find notes suggesting bit-
ter almond, salt and lemon peel. Drink soon to catch 
the remaining fruit and freshness. Wine 4 All. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

PINOT BIANCO

91 Russiz Superiore 2015 Riserva Pinot Bianco 
( Collio). Aromas suggesting ripe Concorde 

pear, yellow peach and dried herb carry over to the 
mature round palate along with a hint of hazelnut. 
It shows remarkable freshness and elegance for the 
hot vintage. Enjoy through 2023. Dalla Terra Win-
ery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

91 Schiopetto 2016 Pinot Bianco (Collio). Aro-
mas of Granny Smith apple, white grapefruit 

and white spring flower carry over to the elegant 
full-bodied palate along with a ginger note. It’s bal-
anced, with bright acidity that lifts the juicy finish. 
Voliovino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 
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90 Castello di Spessa 2016 Pinot Bianco 
(Collio).  This elegantly structured white 

offers aromas of spring flower and ripe orchard fruit. 
Savory and enveloping, the polished palate offers 
baked apple, mature pear, toast and vanilla alongside 
a  candied-lemon-zest note. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Ca’ Ronesca 2016 Pinot Bianco (Collio). This 
has a rather shy nose that eventually reveals 

aromas suggesting mature apple, citrus blossom and 
a whiff of toasted nut. The apple note carries over 
to the round medium-bodied palate along with pear 
and a hint of beeswax. Firelands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

CHARDONNAY

91 Borgo del Tiglio 2016 Chardonnay (Collio). 
Pressed wild-flower, toast and citrus-zest 

aromas meld together along with whiffs of oak-
driven spice. The medium-bodied elegant palate 
offers lemon zest, crushed herb, coconut and mature 
Golden Delicious apple. Fresh acidity brightens the 
rich flavors. Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

91 Ronco Blanchis 2016 Particella Chardonnay 
(Collio). Compelling aromas of crushed herb, 

mature white stone fruit, dried herb and flint set 
the tone. This is a polished full-bodied white, deliv-
ering mature Golden Delicious apple, ripe yellow 
pear, toast, vanilla and candied lemon zest along-
side a mineral vein and a hint of fennel. Fresh acid-
ity keeps it light on its feet. Arte Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Gradis’ciutta 2016 Chardonnay (Collio). 
Mature orchard fruit, pressed spring blos-

som and a whiff of bread crust lift out of the glass. 
On the full-bodied savory palate, fresh acidity 
brightens mature yellow apple and nectarine along-
side a steely mineral note. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

89 Muzic 2016 Chardonnay (Collio). Delicately 
scented, this opens with subtle aromas 

of wild flower and orchard fruit. On the medium-
bodied palate, fresh acidity lifts suggestions of yel-
low apple and Bartlett pear alongside a saline note. 
Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

89 Villa Russiz 2013 Grafin de la Tour Chardon-
nay (Collio). Subdued aromas of French oak, 

pressed acacia and baked apple appear in the glass. 
Mirroring the aromas, the structured palate offers 
toast, vanilla, butterscotch, candied orange rind 
and bitter almond. It closes on a coffee note. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

87 Russian 2016 Il Cuc Chardonnay (Collio). This 
has delicate scents of spring flower and a 

whiff of orchard fruit. On the medium-bodied pal-
ate, notes of fennel and bitter almond accent mature 
yellow apple. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

WHITE BLENDS

93 Borgo del Tiglio 2016 Studio di Bianco (Col-
lio). A blend of 40% Friulano, 40% Sauvi-

gnon and 20% Riesling, this structured white opens 
with aromas of toast, crushed stone, grilled herb and 
a whiff of yellow stone fruit. It’s full bodied, deliv-
ering baked apple, dried apricot, citrus zest, vanilla 
and butterscotch flavors. A hint of toasted almond 
and a savory, almost salty mineral note linger on the 
finish. Drink now or hold for even more complexity. 
Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

93 Zuani 2016 Vigne (Collio). Enticing scents 
of field flower, white stone fruit, citrus zest 

and a whiff of tomato leaf leap from the glass. A 
blend of Chardonnay, Sauvignon, Pinot Grigio and 
Friulano, the savory succulent palate delivers apple, 
juicy pink grapefruit, white peach and a hint of min-
eral. Tangy acidity keeps it light on its feet while an 
almond note wraps up the finish. T. Edward Wines 
Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

92 Muzic 2015 Stare Brajde (Collio). A blend of 
50% Friulano, 25% Ribolla Gialla and 25% 

Malvasia Istriana, this understated but compelling 
white offers aromas of yellow stone fruit, hazelnut, 
nutmeg and graphite. The elegantly structured, 
medium-bodied palate offers dried apricot, toasted 
almond and lemon zest while a flinty mineral note 
backs up the finish. It also boasts impressive fresh-
ness for the scorching vintage. Wine Emporium. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

91 Borgo del Tiglio 2016 Bianco (Collio). Invit-
ing aromas of toast, spring blossom, ripe 

yellow stone fruit and a whiff of graphite mingle in 
the glass. The tangy palate delivers mature golden 
apple, ripe peach and a citrus note while a hint of 
white almond wraps up the finish. Grand Cru Selec-
tions. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Livon 2016 Braide Alte (Collio). This blend 
of Chardonnay, Sauvignon, Picolit and 

Moscato Giallo opens with aromas of toasted oak, 
orchard fruit and a hint of saffron. The structured 
balanced palate doles out Fuji apple, dried apricot 
and a touch of ginger alongside tangy acidity. Enjoy 
through 2022. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

90 Primosic 2012 Klin (Collio). Aromas of oak-
driven spice, toasted nut and mature exotic 

fruit take shape in the glass. The aromas glide over 
to the round full-bodied palate along with baked 

yellow apple, candied orange zest and dried herb. 
A hint of coffee lingers on the close. GLC Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Russiz Superiore 2015 Col Disore (Collio). 
Made with 40% Pinot Bianco, 35% Fri-

ulano, 15% Sauvignon and 10% Ribolla Gialla, 
this has aromas of yellow stone fruit, white flower, 
wild herb and a whiff of crushed tomato vine. The 
ripe tangy palate shows grapefruit, pineapple and 
a touch of ginger while a note of toasted hazelnut 
closes the finish. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

89 Fantinel 2015 Tenuta Sant’Helena Frontiere 
(Collio). A blend of 50% Friulano, 30% 

Pinot Bianco and 20% Chardonnay, this opens 
with aromas of pressed white flower, graphite, toast 
and white stone fruit. Partially fermented in oak, 
the linear palate offers dried apricot, baked yellow 
apple, candied citrus zest and coffee notes. Domaine 
Select Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

88 Collavini 2015 Broy (Collio). Subtle aromas 
of mature yellow stone fruit and pressed 

Spanish broom lift out of the glass. The ripe rounded 
palate offers apricot, yellow apple and a hint of bit-
ter nut. Blue Ventures Wine Marketing. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

88 Gradis’ciutta 2015 Bratinis (Collio). A blend 
of 60% Pinot Grigio, 25% Chardonnay and 

15% Sauvignon, this has aromas of orchard fruit, 
butterscotch and a whiff of toast. The butterscotch 
note carries over to the rather evolved palate along 
with a note of yellow-apple skin, toasted almond and 
a hint of coffee. Drink soon. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

88 Livon 2016 Bianco Solarco (Collio). A blend 
of Friulano and Ribolla Gialla, this opens 

with aromas of French oak, coconut, pressed yellow 
flower and yellow stone fruit. The medium-bodied 
palate offers candied orange rind, dried apricot and 
oak-driven spice. Hints of bitter walnut and pow-
dered sage mark the finish. Angelini Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Zuani 2015 Zuani Riserva (Collio). Aromas of 
oak-driven spice, yellow stone fruit, toast 

and coconut follow over to the medium-bodied pal-
ate along with a bitter almond note. A coffee taste 
signals the close. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

87 La Rajade 2015 Caprizi Riserva (Collio). Aro-
mas of oak, coconut and dried stone fruit 

follow over to the palate along with orange peel, 
vanilla and roasted coffee bean. The palate is on the 
lean side, offering oak-driven spice but not much 
fruit richness. Wine 4 All. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 
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87 Tenuta di Angoris 2016 Giulio Locatelli 
Riserva (Collio). Aromas of Golden Delicious 

apple, papaya and a hint of sage appear in the glass. 
The forward palate offers ripe lime, yellow peach 
and a hint of roasted almond. MS Walker. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

SWEET WINE

90 Attems 2012 Picolit (Collio). Aromas of 
ginger, candied orange zest and chamomile 

flower emerge from the glass. On the enveloping pal-
ate, notes of eucalyptus honey, fig and sweet almond 
accent a core of ripe apricot. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40/500 ml 

ALTO ADIGE
SAUVIGNON

93 Elena Walch 2016 Vigna Castel Ringberg 
Sauvignon (Alto Adige). Radiant and savory, 

this compelling white boasts enticing scents of 
 elderflower, ripe citrus, crushed Alpine herb, 
tomato leaf and a whiff of tropical fruit. The deli-
cious elegantly structured palate delivers juicy 
grapefruit, mature white peach, honeydew melon 
and mineral accompanied by bright acidity. USA 
Wine West. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

92 Girlan 2016 Indra Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Crushed tomato vine, bell pepper and 

grapefruit aromas follow through to the full-bodied 
savory palate along with tropical-fruit notes. Fresh 
acidity gives it balance while hints of tangerine zest 
and white pepper mark the close. Montcalm Wine 
Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Nals Margreid 2016 Gennen Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Pressed wild flower, ripe orchard 

fruit and citrus aromas mingle with a whiff of 
crushed stone on this savory white. Full bodied but 
linear, the elegant structured palate delivers red 
grapefruit, tangerine zest, white peach and crushed 
herb alongside vibrant acidity. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Nals Margreid 2016 Mantele Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of bell pepper, tomato leaf 

and citrus jump out of the glass. Reflecting the nose, 
the linear full-bodied palate doles out juicy grape-
fruit, white peach and dried sage alongside crisp 
acidity. A saline note gives it a savory finish. Mas-
sanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

91 Castelfeder 2015 Burgum Novum Riserva Sau-
vignon (Alto Adige). Tropical fruit, tomato 

vine, grilled herb and toasted aromas lead the nose. 
Tangy and savory, the medium-bodied palate offers 

pink grapefruit, kiwi and a note of bitter almond. A 
mineral note wraps up the salty finish. Bacchanal 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

90 Cantina Tramin 2017 Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Elderflower, tomato leaf and cit-

rus aromas delicately float out of the glass on this 
fragrant white. On the elegant linear palate, bright 
acidity accompanies juicy grapefruit, white peach 
and honeydew melon alongside a hint of wild herb. 
A tangy mineral note signals the close. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Kössler 2017 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). Aro-
mas of grapefruit, Alpine herb and a whiff 

of crushed tomato leaf lead the nose. The aromas 
carry over to the tangy linear palate along with a 
steely mineral note that gives a refreshing close. 
Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 St. Pauls 2017 Gfill Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of tropical fruit, citrus, aromatic 

herb and a whiff of grilled bell pepper leap from the 
glass. On the tangy palate, fresh acidity accompa-
nies juicy grapefruit, pineapple, white peach and 
stony mineral. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

89 Cantina di Bertiolo 2016 Mock Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Alpine herb, elderflower, 

grapefruit and graphite aromas follow through to 
the structured linear palate along with ripe yellow 
peach and wild mint. Fresh acidity accompanies the 
juicy flavors. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

89 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2017 Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Classic varietal aromas of 

white spring flower, tomato leaf and citrus practi-
cally leap out of the glass. On the crisp quenching 
palate, tangy acidity frames juicy grapefruit, white 
peach and Alpine herb. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Nals Margreid 2016 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Fresh and fragrant, this has classic varietal 

aromas of crushed tomato vine, bell pepper, elder-
flower and citrus. The aromas carry over to the lin-
ear palate along with grapefruit before a fresh clean 
finish. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

88 Colterenzio 2016 Lafòa Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). This oak-aged Sauvignon opens 

with aromas of crushed tomato vine, tropical fruit, 
and oak-driven spice. The aromas carry over to the 
firm palate along with grapefruit, powdered sage 
and toasted nut. A salty note marks the close. Ideal 
Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2016 Stern Sauvi-
gnon (Alto Adige). Intense varietal aromas 

of grapefruit and crushed tomato leaf leap out of the 
glass. The aromas follow through to the fresh lin-
ear palate along with pineapple and a crushed sage 
note. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

87 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2016 Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of bell pepper, hay, 

medicinal herb and vegetal notes lead the nose. The 
linear bright palate offers grapefruit, passion fruit 
and a hint of vanilla alongside fresh acidity. Match-
vino. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2016 Quintessenz 
Sauvignon (Alto Adige). This has a shy nose 

that eventually reveals whiffs of crushed herb and 
grapefruit. The aromas carry over to the muffled, 
somewhat subdued palate along with a hint of dill. 
Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

KERNER

91 Nals Margreid 2016 Kerner (Alto Adige). Cit-
rus and yellow stone-fruit aromas meld 

together with a whiff of white rose. On the elegant 
refreshing palate, crisp acidity accompanies grape-
fruit, apricot and tangy blood orange. Massanois 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Pacher Hof 2016 Kerner (Alto Adige). Orange 
blossom, citrus and yellow stone-fruit aro-

mas almost jump out of the glass. The medium-bod-
ied structured palate delivers juicy grapefruit, ripe 
apricot and crushed Alpine herb alongside vibrant 
acidity. A mineral note suggesting crushed stone 
lingers on the close. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2016 Carned Kerner 
(Alto Adige). Enticing scents of Alpine 

herb, tomato vine, grapefruit and crushed stone 
leap over to the full-bodied savory palate along with 
baked yellow apple. Tangy acidity keeps it light on 
its feet. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

88 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2016 Kerner 
(Alto Adige). Enticing scents of citrus and 

yellow stone fruit lead the nose. On the full-bodied 
palate, a hint of nutmeg backs up yellow peach and 
white grapefruit alongside tangy acidity. Matchvino. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

RIESLING

89 Peter Zemmer 2017 Riesling (Alto Adige). 
Intense aromas of yellow stone fruit, cit-
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rus and white spring flower leap out of the glass. 
Reflecting the nose, the bright, linear palate offers 
apricot, Meyer lemon and a hint of pineapple set 
against fresh acidity. It’s elegant and refreshing. HB 
Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

PINOT GRIGIO

91 Nals Margreid 2016 Punggl Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Round and full bodied, this savory 

white boasts pear, baked apple and orange-zest aro-
mas and flavors. It closes on a note of toasted hazel-
nut and a hint of flinty mineral. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

90 Girlan 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). Aro-
mas of white spring wild flower, green 

apple and honeydew melon march over to the ripe 
palate along with citrus and white peach. Fresh 
acidity keeps it balanced and bright while a white-
almond note lingers on the finish. Montcalm Wine 
 Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Nals Margreid 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Pressed wild flower, crushed flint 

and ripe white stone-fruit aromas delicately come 
together on this medium-bodied white. Ripe and 
savory, the fresh enveloping palate doles out mature 
yellow pear, apple and juicy citrus while a hint of 
bitter almond signals the close. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Pacher Hof 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Delicate, enticing scents of spring wild 

flower and ripe pear lead the way on this bright 
refreshing white. Mirroring the nose, the savory, lin-
ear palate delivers apple, tangerine slice and a hint of 
mineral alongside bright acidity. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

89 Alois Lageder 2016 Porer Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Made with grapes cultivated with 

biodynamic farming methods, this offers aromas of 
white stone fruit, spring blossom and graphite. The 
linear palate evokes apple, ripe yellow pear, lemon 
rind and flint alongside fresh acidity. A hint of 
toasted nut backs up the finish. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Kössler 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Heady aromas of fragrant spring flower 

and white stone fruit lift out of the glass. On the 
ripe rounded palate, fresh acidity brightens baked 
yellow apple and honeydew melon. It closes on an 
 almond note. Wine Emporium. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 Peter Zemmer 2015 Giatl Riserva Pinot Grigio 
(Alto Adige). Oak, coffee and toast aromas 

lead the nose and carry over the palate along with 
lemon drop, baked apple and butterscotch. You’ll 
find toasted almond and a subtle hint of alcohol on 
the close. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

89 St. Pauls 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Spring blossom and ripe stone-fruit aro-

mas float out of the glass. The fresh rounded palate 
offers creamy pear and ripe apple. It closes on light 
hint of almond. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Tramin 2016 Unterebner Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). The nose is initially quite shy but 

eventually reveals whiffs of white flower, orchard 
fruit and a hint of oak-driven spice. On the full-
bodied palate, a toasted note accompanies baked 
yellow apple and a hint of coconut. Leonardo 
 LoCascio Seletions–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

87 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2016 Pinot  Grigio 
(Alto Adige). The nose is rather shy but 

eventually reveals whiffs of white stone fruit and 
a floral note. On the medium-bodied palate, fresh 
acidity lifts yellow apple, pear and a hint of citrus. 
Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Castel Sallegg 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
This offers aromas of ripe yellow stone fruit 

and a whiff of toast lead the nose. The full-bodied 
mature palate offers dried apricot, yellow-apple 
skin and a hint of bitter almond. You’ll also detect 
the heat of alcohol on the close. Charles River Wine 
Company, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Castelfeder 2016 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of ripe white stone fruit lead the 

nose. The tangy straightforward palate offers 
mature yellow apple, Bartlett pear and a note of bit-
ter almond. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Elena Walch 2017 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
This offers delicate aromas evoking green 

apple and citrus that carry over to the straight-
forward palate along with a hint of pear. It has a 
fresh clean finish. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

CHARDONNAY

90 Alois Lageder 2017 Chardonnay (Alto Adige). 
Spring flower, white stone fruit and bread 

crust aromas glide over to the elegant medium-
bodied palate along with a hint of honeydew melon 
and white peach. A citrus note lingers on the tangy 
finish. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Alois Lageder 2015 Lowegang Chardon-
nay (Alto Adige). Toast, oak, butter and 

mature apple aromas lead the nose. The aromas 
follow through to the medium-bodied palate along 
with dried apricot and a salty mineral note. A hint 
of graphite lingers on the close. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

88 Tiefenbrunner 2017 Merus Chardonnay 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of ripe yellow apple, 

pressed wild flower and a yeast whiff of bread dough 
delicately waft out of the glass. Savory and straight-
forward, the fresh enjoyable palate offers yellow 
pear, white peach and a hint of lemon zest. Leonardo 
LoCascio Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

PINOT BIANCO

92 Nals Margreid 2016 Penon Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Delicately fragrant, this savory white 

boasts scents evoking spring blossom, crushed herb, 
citrus and mature apple. It’s juicy and round, offer-
ing ripe yellow pear, white peach and lemon drop 
alongside tangy acidity. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Nals Margreid 2016 Sirmian Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Savory and elegantly struc-

tured, this is a great expression of Alto Adige Pinot 
Bianco. It opens with aromas of apple, crushed rock 
and a whiff of toast that follow through to the refined 
medium-bodied palate along with citrus and pine-
apple. A salty mineral note energizes the succulent 
finish. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 St. Pauls 2017 Plotzner Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). White spring blossom, ripe apple 

and bread crust aromas segue over to the elegant, 
medium-bodied palate along with Bartlett pear and a 
hint of peach. Fresh acidity brightens the rich flavors. 
Ethica Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Nals Margreid 2016 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). This opens with heady scents of 

spring wild flower, ripe orchard fruit and a whiff of 
crushed stone. Medium bodied and savory, the pal-
ate offers ripe green apple, creamy white peach and a 
note of pineapple set against bright acidity. A hint of 
nut wraps up the finish. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Tiefenbrunner 2017 Merus Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Fragrant spring flower, green 

apple and citrus aromas lead the nose on this 
bright, fragrant Pinot Bianco. Reflecting the nose, 
the savory palate doles out creamy pear, juicy lemon 
and a hint of white almond. It has a clean, refreshing 
finish. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 
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89 Alois Lageder 2016 Haberle Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of ripe white stone 

fruit, oak, toasted hazelnut and a whiff of vanilla 
appear in the glass. The medium-bodied palate 
offers baked apple, butterscotch, lemon zest and a 
coffee note alongside fresh acidity. Dalla Terra Win-
ery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

89 Girlan 2016 Plattenriegl Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Delicate but alluring scents of bread 

crust, orchard fruit and citrus take shape in the 
glass. On the palate, bright acidity frames mature 
yellow apple, lemon, and bitter almond. It closes on 
a salty note. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

89 St. Pauls 2015 Passion Riserva Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of ripe citrus rind, 

toast, oak, mature orchard fruit and beeswax come 
together in the glass. The full-bodied palate offers 
yellow apple skin, bitter almond and a hint of but-
terscotch while fresh acidity lifts the finish. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Tiefenbrunner 2017 Anna Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of wild flower, baked yellow 

apple and citrus slowly take shape in the glass while 
the medium-bodied palate offers toasted hazelnut, 
mature pear and a note of lemon zest. It finishes 
on a slightly bitter note reminiscent of powdered 
sage. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2016 Dellago 
Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). Delicate scents 

suggesting white spring flower and ripe orchard 
fruit waft out of the glass. Round and full-bodied, 
the palate offers baked apple and toasted hazelnut. 
You’ll also notice the slight warmth of alcohol on 
the close. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Castelfeder 2016 Vom Stein Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Fragrant spring flower and 

ripe pear aromas take center stage on this north-
ern white. The fresh medium-bodied palate shows 
juicy golden apple, white peach and a hint of white 
almond. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Colterenzio 2017 Cora Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Ripe green apple and juicy Bartlett 

pear aromas carry over to the round medium-bodied 
palate. A saline note marks the finish while tangy 
acidity keeps it fresh. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Erste Neue 2017 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Delicate aromas of white wild flower, bees-

wax and green apple follow over to the medium-
bodied palate along with mature yellow pear and 

lemon rind. An almond note caps off the finish. 
T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2017 Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Here’s a fragrant Pinot Bianco 

that offers heady scents of spring blossom and green 
apple. The green-apple note carries on to the fresh 
linear palate along with white peach and Bartlett 
pear. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

87 Castel Sallegg 2016 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Subdued aromas suggesting medici-

nal herb, toasted nut and a whiff of oak take shape 
in the glass. The full-bodied palate doles out yellow 
apple, hazelnut, graphite and a slightly bitter note 
of ground thyme. Charles River Wine Company, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Erste Neue 2016 Puntay Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Aromas suggesting toast, oak and 

coconut carry over to the palate, along with mature 
yellow-apple skin. A note of bitter almond closes the 
somewhat lean finish. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Girlan 2017 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). This 
medium-bodied white opens with aromas 

suggesting white spring flower and ripe orchard fruit. 
On the round palate, fresh acidity lifts green apple 
and citrus notes. Montcalm Wine Importers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Kurtatsch 2016 Hofstatt Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Spring wild flower and yellow stone-

fruit aromas delicately mingle together on this. It’s 
full bodied, offering baked yellow apple, peach and 
mature lemon-rind flavors. You’ll also detect the 
warmth of alcohol that throws it off balance. Wine 
Icons. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

VENETO
CUSTOZA SUPERIORE

92 Cavalchina 2016 Amedeo (Custoza Supe-
riore). A blend of Garganega, Fernanda, 

Trebbiano Toscana and Trebbianello, this boasts 
enticing scents of Spanish broom, hawthorn and 
ripe orchard fruit. The elegant savory palate deliv-
ers ripe golden apple, creamy peach and tangy cit-
rus alongside bright acidity. A hint of almond closes 
the finish. de Grazia Imports LLC. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 Monte del Frà 2017 Cà del Magro (Custoza 
Superiore). Spring flower, crushed aromatic 

herb and white stone-fruit aromas lift out of the 
glass. On the savory medium-bodied palate, fresh 
acidity accompanies juicy yellow apple, lemon zest, 

apricot and bitter almond. Drink through 2022. 
 Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Cavalchina 2015 Amedeo (Custoza Supe-
riore). Subtle aromas of acacia flower, yel-

low stone fruit and a whiff of honey lead the way. On 
the round medium-bodied palate, tangy acidity lifts 
yellow apple, dried apricot and citrus rind while a 
bitter almond note announces the close. de Grazia 
Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Tamburino Sardo 2015 La Guglia (Custoza 
Superiore). Spanish broom, acacia and yel-

low stone-fruit aromas float from the glass. The 
rounded palate offers dried apricot, peach and tan-
gerine drop alongside tangy acidity. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Cantina di Custoza 2016 Custodia (Custoza 
Superiore). This has subdued aromas sug-

gesting toasted nut, orchard fruit and a whiff dried 
aromatic herb. The aromas follow through to the 
fresh tangy palate along with yellow-apple notes. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

CUSTOZA

90 Albino Piona 2017 Custoza. Fragrant spring 
flower, tropical fruit and white peach aro-

mas practically jump out of the glass. Fresh and 
savory, the medium-bodied palate doles out apri-
cot, green apple, citrus and a hint of white almond 
alongside bright acidity. VOS Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Cavalchina 2017 Custoza. Enticing scents of 
white spring flower and yellow stone fruit 

float out of the glass. Reflecting the nose, the tangy, 
savory palate offers mature apricot and ripe yellow 
apple while a white-almond note carries the finish. 
de Grazia Imports LLC. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Cantina Ronca 2016 Tera (Custoza). Deli-
cately enticing scents of white spring flower 

and yellow stone fruit lead the nose. Bright and tangy, 
the palate offers ripe peach, tangerine and a mineral 
note alongside fresh acidity. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Gorgo 2016 San Michelin (Custoza). A blend 
of Garganega, Cortese and Riesling, this 

offers enticing aromas of yellow stone fruit, citrus 
and a note of honeysuckle. The enveloping, medium-
bodied palate doles out juicy apricot, nectarine, 
bitter almond a dried herb note while lively acidity 
brightens the rich flavors. Ideal Wine and Spirits. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 
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89 Monte del Frà 2017 Custoza. Citrus, yellow 
stone fruit and crushed herb aromas flow 

over to the light-bodied tangy palate along with ripe 
yellow peach, apricot and orange rind. It has a clean 
zesty finish. Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Tamburino Sardo 2016 Custoza. Aromas of 
yellow stone fruit and wild flower fill the 

glass. Reflecting the nose, the bright savory palate 
offers peach, apricot and orange zest framed in tangy 
acidity. A hint of white almond fills in the finish. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Gorgo 2016 Custoza. Aromas of tropical 
fruit, citrus and a whiff of jasmine lead the 

nose. The fruity palate delivers ripe peach, pear 
and a hint of pineapple alongside bright acidity. An 
almond note on the close adds interest. Ideal Wine 
and Spirits. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Le Tende 2016 Custoza. Made with organic 
grapes, this vibrant white offers delicate flo-

ral and citrus aromas. On the bright palate, crisp 
acidity underscores yellow pear and hints of white 
grapefruit and lemon. It finishes refreshing and 
clean. USA Wine West. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $7 

86 Cantina di Custoza 2017 Val dei Molini (Cus-
toza). Fresh aromas of green apple and 

spring blossom take center stage on this light-bod-
ied refreshing white. The green-apple aroma crosses 
over to the simple tangy palate along with hints of 
green melon and citrus. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Giovanna Tantini 2017 Custoza. Delicate 
scents of hawthorn and banana lead the 

nose. Bright and linear, the light-bodied palate 
offers Granny Smith apple and a hint of green melon 
alongside bright acidity. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Massimo Ronca 2017 Custoza. Aromas of 
green apple and white spring flower lead 

the nose on this light-bodied white. The bright 
simple palate offers Anjou pear and citrus alongside 
fresh acidity. Eagle Eye Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

SOAVE

92 Prà 2014 Colle Sant’Antonio (Soave Clas-
sico). Pressed wild flower, yellow stone 

fruit, citrus zest and baking-spice aromas flow out 
of the glass. On the fresh medium-bodied palate, 
tangy acidity underscores creamy yellow apple, yel-
low peach, pastry cream and tangerine. Saline and 
toasted almond notes grace the lingering finish. 
 Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

89 Tenuta Sant’Antonio 2014 Vecchie Vigne 
(Soave). Deep yellow-gold in color, this 

has aromas suggesting yellow stone fruit, graphite 
and toasted bread. The mature but still fresh palate 
offers dried apricot, bitter almond and candied nec-
tarine slice. Drink through 2019. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Monte Tondo 2014 2014 Soave Classico Supe-
riore. Dried apricot, pressed peach blossom 

and mature orange-rind aromas take shape on this. 
The aromas follow over the concentrated but fleet-
ing palate along with a note of acacia honey. August 
Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Santi 2015 Vigneto di Monteforte (Soave 
Classico). This opens with subdued aromas 

of spring blossom, orchard fruit and a whiff of bees-
wax. On the simple palate, fresh acidity gives a lift 
to ripe peach and bitter almond. Frederick Wildman 
& Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

85 Bellora 2016 Soave. Fruity aromas of tropi-
cal fruit and white peach carry over to the 

simple palate along with the barest hint of bitter 
almond. Fresh acidity gives it a bright finish. J & M 
Distributing Co. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Tenuta Sant’Antonio 2015 Monte Ceriani 
(Soave). Aromas of orange zest and tropi-

cal fruit lead the nose. The aromas carry over to the 
short simple palate along with the barest hint of 
white almond and fresh acidity. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Villa Erbice 2015 Soave Superiore. Delicate 
aromas of Spanish broom and ripe orchard 

fruit curl out of the glass. It’s round and simple, 
offering lemon drop and a hint of bitter almond. 
 Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Villa Erbice 2014 Panvino (Soave Superiore). 
This has subdued aromas suggesting wild 

flower and yellow stone fruit. The fleeting simple 
palate shows suggestions of yellow apple, bitter 
almond and a hint of nectarine. Apollo Fine Wines 
& Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

OTHER WHITE WINES

89 Roeno 2017 Tera Alta Pinot Grigio (Val-
dadige). Aromas suggesting white spring 

flower, citrus peel and ripe white peach lead the 
nose. The tangy linear palate offers juicy tanger-
ine slice and green apple alongside a white-almond 
note. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Albino Armani 2017 Corvara Pinot Grigio (Val-
dadige). Subtle aromas of citrus blossom, 

orchard fruit and a whiff of crushed herb waft out 
of the glass. It’s fresh and straightforward, offering 
Granny Smith apple and ripe pear flavors. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 La Vis 2017 Pigro Pinot Grigio (Venezia). 
Fruity aromas of citrus and green apple drift 

over to the simple palate along with a hint of green 
melon. Bright acidity gives it a refreshing finish. It’s 
informal but well made. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Casa Liliana 2017 Good Pinot Grigio (Venezia). 
Fresh and simple, this offers peach, green-

apple and citrus flavors. Bright acidity gives it a 
crisp finish. It’s informal and fun and would make 
a good pour at picnics and large gatherings. Ethica 
Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

SPARKLING WINES

92 Fattori 2013 Roncà Brut (Lessini Durello). 
Alluring aromas of bread crust, dried stone 

fruit and aromatic herb set the tone on this elegant 
sparkler. On the fresh palate, a refined perlage 
underscores creamy apple, citrus zest, hazelnut and 
pear while a tangy, mineral-tinged note enlivens the 
finish. The Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $30 

89 Corte Moschina 2016 Lessini Durello. Made 
in the Martinotti or Charmat method, this 

delightful sparkler boasts inviting aromas of bread 
crust, yellow stone fruit and a whiff of herb. On the 
palate, bright acidity lifts ripe peach, yellow apple, 
saline and a hint of almond. A tangerine note seals 
the finish. Vi. Sco., Inc. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $13 

86 Luna d’Or NV Brut (Prosecco Treviso). White 
spring flower and green-apple aromas fol-

low over to the vibrant palate along with lemon zest 
and a hint of almond. It’s fun and easy drinking, with 
bright acidity and foaming bubbles. Serendipity 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $NA 

85 Luna d’Or NV Extra Dry (Prosecco). This sim-
ple sparkler has aromas and flavors of bit-

ter medicinal herb, white flower and orchard fruit. 
The aromas carry over to the palate alongside brisk 
 acidity. Serendipity Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $NA 

BARDOLINO CHIARETTO

85 Benazzoli 2016 Bardolino Chiaretto. Fruity 
and fresh, this has aromas of red woodland 

berry. Reflecting the nose, the bright simple pal-
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ate offers cherry and crushed strawberry alongside 
crisp acidity. Domenico Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Corte Fornello 2016 Bardolino Chiaretto. 
Aromas of red berry and citrus carry over to 

the bright simple palate along with a hint of bitter 
almond. It’s refreshing, with lively acidity. Zanotti 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

84 Faccioli 2016 Bardolino Chiaretto. This sim-
ple red offers citrusy flavors suggesting nec-

tarine and grapefruit. It’s light bodied, with brisk 
acidity and a bitter almond finish. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

VALPOLICELLA CLASSICO  
SUPERIORE RIPASSO

87 Antica Corte 2015 Valpolicella Classico 
 Superiore Ripasso. This opens with aromas 

of black plum, baking spice and vanilla that carry 
over to the straightforward palate along with black-
berry jam and bitter almond and smooth tannins. 
Drink through 2019. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

OTHER NORTHEAST 
ITALY

TRENTINO

90 Infiné 1939 2016 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). For 
full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

88 Bottega Vinaia 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
Aromas of spring flower, beeswax and a 

whiff of orchard fruit lead the nose. On the round 
palate, fresh acidity lifts ripe yellow pear, pineapple 
and honeydew melon. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Maso Poli 2016 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
Honeysuckle and green-apple aromas lead 

the nose. The green-apple note follows over to the 
medium-bodied palate along with a hint of honey-
dew melon and citrus zest. It closes on an almond 
note. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Mezzacorona 2017 Castel Firmian Pinot 
 Grigio (Trentino). This bright medium-bod-

ied white offers delicately enticing scents of spring 
wild flower and orchard fruit. On the linear palate, 
tangy acidity underscores Bartlett pear and juicy 
tangerine zest while a hint of crushed stone backs 
up the clean finish. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Mezzacorona 2016 Cliffahanger Vineyards 
Pinot Grigio (Trentino). Spring blossom 

and mature white stone-fruit aromas lift out of the 
glass. On the palate, fresh acidity lifts ripe apple and 
Bartlett pear while a white-almond note marks the 
close. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Bollini 2016 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). Spring 
flower, white stone fruit and whiff of almond 

come together on this. The aromas follow over to 
the straightforward palate along with a hint of 
mature green apple. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Casata Monfort 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
Aromas of white almond and mature yellow 

pear carry over to the medium-bodied straightfor-
ward palate along with an apple note. It has a fresh, 
tangy close. Tricana Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Cembra 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). This 
easygoing white opens with aromas of 

mature apple and a whiff of crushed rock that carry 
over to the fresh informal palate along with a cit-
rus note. Bright acidity perks up the close. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 La Vis 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). Aromas 
of brimstone and mature white stone lead 

the nose on this straightforward white. On the 
crisp light-bodied palate, bright acidity lifts mature 
Rennet apple and citrus zest while a hint of white 
almond marks the close. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Mezzacorona 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
For full review see page 17.  Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Lechthaler 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
This light-bodied white opens with fruity 

aromas of banana and honeydew melon that follow 
over to the fresh informal palate along with a hint of 
Granny Smith apple. It’s simple but well made. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

VIGNETI DELLE DOLOMITI

92 Alois Lageder 2016 Fòrra Manzoni (Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti). Aromas of citrus zest, yel-

low stone fruit, vanilla, toasted nut and a whiff of 
oak follow through to the elegantly structured palate 
along with dried apricot and a hint of coffee. Fresh 
acidity lends balance while a tangy mineral note 
of crushed oyster shell lingers on the savory close. 
Drink through 2025. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Castelfeder 2017 Raif Sauvignon (Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti). Intense varietal aromas of 

tropical fruit, tomato vine, aromatic herb and cit-
rus jump out of the glass. Reflecting the nose, the 
expressive, mouthwatering palate doles out juicy 
grapefruit, honeydew melon and grilled sage along-
side tangy acidity. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Castelfeder 2016 Lahn Kerner (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). This fragrant white opens with 

enticing scents of lime, tropical fruit and yellow 
peach. The aromas carry over to the racy, linear pal-
ate along with mango, grapefruit and ripe honeydew 
melon. Bright acidity provides balance. Bacchanal 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Franz Haas 2016 Lepus Pinot Bianco (Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti). Alluring scents of white 

spring flower and green apple lead the nose. The 
aromas are duplicated on the fresh palate along 
with ripe yellow pear, while a hint of bitter almond 
marks the finish. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

89 Franz Haas 2016 Manna (Vigneti delle Dolo-
miti). Heady aromas of yellow stone fruit, 

grapefruit and crushed herb glide over to the linear 
palate along with a hint of lemon zest. Tangy acidity 
lifts the juicy flavors. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

87 Franz Haas 2016 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). The rather shy nose eventually 

reveals suggestions of orchard fruit and field flower 
while the palate evokes mature apricot and yellow 
apple. A hint of tangerine rind signals the close. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

86 Alta Luna 2017 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). White stone-fruit and spring-

flower aromas lead the nose on this simple white. 
Reflecting the aromas, the fresh fruity palate offers 
Granny Smith apple and a hint of white peach. Palm 
Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 Casata Monfort 2017 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti). This blush-colored Pinot 

Grigio opens with aromas of ripe orchard fruit and 
a whiff of white pepper. The aromas follow over to 
the simple, informal palate along with fresh acidity. 
Tricana Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 Luna Nuda 2017 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). This simple wine has subdued 

aromas suggesting orchard fruit and pineapple. 
Reflecting the nose, the simple palate evokes green 
apple and white peach. WI, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 
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FRIULI

89 Attems 2017 Ramato Pinot Grigio (Friuli). 
Made with extended contact between the 

grape skins and the must, this copper-colored wine 
opens with aromas of orchard fruit and spring blos-
som. The savory palate delivers pink grapefruit, 
McIntosh apple and tangerine zest alongside fresh 
acidity. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

88 Attems 2017 Pinot Grigio (Friuli). Aromas of 
yellow peach and tropical fruit emerge from 

the glass. The straightforward palate offers Golden 
Delicious apple and nectarine with a tangy refreshing 
finish. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

VENEZIA GIULIA

89 Attems 2017 Sauvignon (Venezia Giulia). 
Crushed tomato vine, elderflower and a 

hint of thyme emerge from the glass. The juicy pal-
ate delivers grapefruit, yellow peach and a hazelnut 
note alongside fresh acidity. Enjoy soon. Vintus LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

88 Attems 2017 Chardonnay (Venezia Giulia). 
Subtle aromas of yellow flower, orchard 

fruit and a hint of beeswax lead the way. The lin-
ear palate offers Concorde pear and citrus with a 
refreshing finish. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

88 Attems 2017 Ribolla Gialla (Venezia Giulia). 
This opens with scents of white spring 

flower and yellow stone fruit, while the light-bodied 
palate offers white peach and lemon zest. It’s bal-
anced, with fresh acidity. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

88 Bortoluzzi 2016 Pinot Grigio (Venezia 
 Giulia). Green-apple and spring blossom 

aromas lead the nose. The apple note carries over to 
the tangy palate along with orange zest while a hint 
of bitter almond marks the close. Empson USA Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $17 

DELLE VENEZIE

87 Kris 2017 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). White 
spring flower, stone fruit and a whiff of 

honey lead the nose. On the straightforward pal-
ate, a touch of bitter almond adds interest to yellow 
apple and a hint of citrus. Leonardo LoCascio Selec-
tions–TheWinebow Group. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Lechthaler 2016 Torre di Luna Sauvignon 
(Delle Venezie). Aromas of crushed tomato 

vine, tropical fruit and cantaloupe carry over to the 
simple palate. It’s easygoing and informal, with a 
fresh finish. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Canaletto 2017 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). 
Here’s a bright simple white for everyday 

that offers suggestions of Granny Smith apple, hon-
eydew melon and citrus. Fresh acidity gives it a 
juicy close. Ethica Wines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

85 Lechthaler 2016 Torre di Luna Pinot Grigio 
(Delle Venezie). This informal Pinot Grigio 

has subdued aromas reminiscent of orchard fruit 
and white flower. The light-bodied simple palate 
shows yellow apple and white peach alongside fresh 
acidity. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

84 Lagaria 2016 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). 
Lightly scented, this has subdued aromas 

evoking yellow apple and a whiff of nut. The aromas 
can be detected on the somewhat diluted, simple pal-
ate along with crisp acidity. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

SWEET WINE

90 Russiz Superiore 2010 Verduzzo (Venezia 
Giulia). Made with dried Verduzzo grapes, 

this opens with aromas of acacia honey, ripe Golden 
Delicious apple and apricot jam that carry over to 
the juicy palate along with a note of marron glacé. 
It has a long persistent finish. Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA/500 ml 

LOMBARDY
LUGANA

92 Cà Lojera 2015 Lupo Riserva (Lugana). Aca-
cia, mature citrus rind, honeydew melon and 

white stone-fruit aromas lead the way. The succu-
lent savory palate doles out creamy white peach, yel-
low apple and juicy tangerine accompanied by fresh 
acidity. A white-almond note lingers on the finish. 
Moonlight Wine Company. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

92 Le Morette 2017 Madolara (Lugana). Elegant 
and savory, this lovely white opens with 

heady aromas of fragrant spring flower, Alpine herb, 
fennel and citrus. The delicious medium-bodied 
palate delivers ripe Rennet apple, creamy white 
peach and baking spice alongside bright acidity. It 
closes on a lemon-drop note. Uva Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

92 Marangona 2016 Trecampane (Lugana). 
Aromas of toasted nut, pressed spring 

flower and orchard fruit waft out of the glass. Made 
with organically farmed grapes, the medium-bodied 
elegant palate delivers yellow apple, pear and white 
almond alongside fresh acidity. Oliver McCrum 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

92 Monte del Frà 2017 Lugana. Fragrant spring 
blossom, white stone-fruit and citrus aro-

mas mingle together on this elegant white. On the 
fresh savory palate, a white-almond note accompa-
nies creamy yellow apple, nectarine and lemon zest. 
Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Ottella 2015 Molceo Riserva (Lugana). Ele-
gantly structured, this offers delicate scents 

of spring wild flower, white stone fruit and grilled 
herb. The savory linear palate is all about finesse, 
offering white peach, yellow pear and lemon drop 
while a saline-like mineral note signals the finish. 
Vino Vero. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Selva Capuzza 2017 Selva (Lugana). Aromas 
of acacia, toasted almond, yellow stone fruit 

and wild herb lead the way on this elegant medium-
bodied white. Bright and juicy, the savory palate 
doles out yellow apple, creamy peach, juicy citrus 
and a hint of cake spice. A saline note and a hint of 
nut linger on the close. World Wines at Home. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

92 Tenuta Roveglia 2015 Vigne di Catullo 
Riserva (Lugana). For full review see page 8.  

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 Ottella 2017 Lugana. For full review see page 
10. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

91 Zenato 2015 Sergio Zenato Riserva (Lugana). 
Acacia, beeswax, crushed herb and yellow 

stone-fruit aromas align with a whiff of oak. The 
elegantly structured savory palate has apricot, tan-
gerine zest, ginger and toasted nut. A hint of coffee 
lingers on the close. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–
The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Le Morette 2015 Riserva (Lugana). Aromas 
of pressed Spanish broom, citrus zest and 

Mediterranean brush lead the nose. On the elegant, 
structured palate, a mineral note energizes white 
peach, baked apple, toasted almond and lemon. 
Drink through 2022. Uva Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Marangona 2017 Lugana. Made with organi-
cally farmed Turbiana grapes, this delicious 

white opens with heady aromas of fragrant spring 
flower, ripe orchard fruit and a whiff of flint. Bright 
and linear, the palate delivers crisp Rennet apple, 
white peach and grapefruit alongside refreshing 
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acidity. A white-almond note lingers on the close. 
Oliver McCrum Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Marangona 2016 Cemento (Lugana). 
Intriguing aromas of crushed herb, fragrant 

wild flower and ripe white stone fruit take center 
stage on this tangy white. On the linear palate, 
chopped mint, white pepper and a flinty mineral 
vein underscore yellow apple and lemon zest. Oliver 
McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Olivini 2016 Demesse Vecchie (Lugana). 
Lightly scented, this offers delicate, allur-

ing aromas of white spring blossom and ripe orchard 
fruit. On the creamy palate, fresh acidity brightens 
white peach, yellow apple and lemon zest. A hint 
of toasted almond lingers on the finish. Tradizione 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 Pratello 2016 Rivale 90 + 10 (Lugana). Aro-
mas of grapefruit, tomato vine and a whiff 

of exotic fruit lead the nose. The tangy palate offers 
passion fruit, green apple and white peach alongside 
bright acidity. Pratello. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Selva Capuzza 2017 San Vigilio (Lugana). 
Delicate, enticing scents of white spring 

blossom, crushed herb and ripe orchard fruit take 
shape on this elegant white. On the savory lin-
ear palate, fresh acidity accompanies apple, white 
peach and tangy citrus while a hint of white almond 
wraps up the finish. World Wines at Home. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

90 Tenuta Roveglia 2017 Limne (Lugana). For 
full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Tenuta Roveglia 2017 Wighel (Lugana). 
Granny Smith apple, exotic fruit and nec-

tarine aromas lead the nose on this juicy white. The 
aromas follow over to the succulent savory palate 
along with tangy acidity. Lionstone International. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Ancilla 2017 Ella (Lugana). Honeysuckle 
and citrus aromas take center stage while 

the juicy rounded palate doles out honeydew melon, 
white peach and candied lemon drop. Tangy acidity 
brightens the rich flavors. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Cà dei Frati 2016 I Frati (Lugana). White 
spring flower, grilled herb, toasted nut and 

exotic fruit aromas fill the glass. The tangy palate 
evokes yellow apple, dried apricot and candied-
lemon slice alongside bright acidity. USA Wine West. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Cà dei Frati 2015 Brolettino (Lugana). Grilled 
herb, toasted nut, oak and ripe orchard-

fruit aromas lead the nose. Reflecting the nose, the 
medium-bodied structured palate evokes baked yel-
low apple, ripe citrus peel and bitter almond. USA 
Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Corte Sermana 2016 Cromalgo (Lugana). 
Ripe orchard fruit, spring wild flower and 

a whiff of grilled herb come together in the glass. 
It’s bright and savory, offering ripe Bartlett pear, 
white-peach, juicy citrus and white-almond flavors 
alongside fresh acidity. A mineral note lingers on 
the close. Summit Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Feliciana 2017 Felugan (Lugana). This opens 
with aromas suggesting honeysuckle, citrus 

and a whiff of tropical fruit. Round and zesty, the 
fresh palate evokes honeydew melon, white peach 
and a hint of orange rind. Matinicus Wines, LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Le Morette 2016 Benedictus (Lugana). Aro-
mas of white cherry, exotic fruit, toast and 

oak-driven spice lead the nose. On the medium-
bodied palate, notes of butterscotch and lemon 
drop back up yellow pear and tangerine zest. Uva 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Montonale 2016 Orestilla (Lugana). Deli-
cately scented, this has light aromas sug-

gesting ripe orchard fruit and a whiff of nut. It’s 
medium bodied, offering yellow-apple, pineapple 
and tangy citrus flavors before a white-almond 
close. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Perla del Garda 2017 Organic (Lugana). Aro-
mas of fragrant spring flower and orchard 

fruit lead the nose. It’s tangy and bright, offering 
yellow pear and a hint of lemon zest alongside a 
touch of bitter almond. RWK Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

89 Perla del Garda 2017 Perla (Lugana). Entic-
ing scents of fragrant spring wild flower and 

white stone fruit glide out of the glass. Reflecting 
the nose, the round fresh palate offers ripe white 
peach, yellow pear and citrus rind alongside tangy 
acidity. A white-almond note lingers on the close. 
RWK Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Pilandro 2016 Terecrea (Lugana). Aromas of 
toasted nut and mature yellow apple follow 

over to the bright medium-bodied palate along with 
candied tangerine drop. Tangy acidity lifts the rich 
flavors. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Pratello 2017 Catulliano (Lugana). Aromas 
of grilled herb, grapefruit and crushed stone 

come together on this linear white, while the palate 
evokes pineapple and mature apple. A hint of saline 
backs up the finish. Natural Merchants, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Zenato 2017 San Benedetto (Lugana). 
Bright and refreshing, this opens with deli-

cate scents of field flower, yellow stone fruit and 
a whiff of crushed mint. The tangy palate delivers 
tangerine, lemon and yellow peach alongside a hint 
of white almond. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–
The Winebow Group. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Albino Armani 2017 Lugana. Round and 
enveloping, this opens with aromas of 

mature orchard fruit and pressed wild flower. The 
fruity palate doles out juicy white peach and can-
died lemon drop alongside a hint of almond liqueur. 
Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Avanzi 2017 Sirmione (Lugana). Honey-
suckle, hazelnut and ripe orchard fruit aro-

mas lead the way. The fresh medium-bodied palate 
doles out yellow peach, banana and citrus while a 
white-almond note marks the close. The Harvest 
Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Bulgarini 2015 Cà Vaibò (Lugana). This 
has rather subdued aromas of bread crust, 

toasted oak, medicinal herb and dried citrus slice. 
On the palate, tangy acidity lifts dried apricot, 
thyme and candied orange peel. Alwaysgood. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Cà Maiol 2017 Molin (Lugana). Initially shy, 
the nose eventually reveals whiffs of spring 

blossom, orchard fruit and hazelnut. On the linear 
palate, fresh acidity accompanies ripe pear, citrus 
and bitter almond. Santa Margherita USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Ca’ Lojera 2017 Lugana. White spring flower, 
beeswax and white stone-fruit aromas lift 

out of the glass. On the round ripe palate, white-
almond and saline notes add interest to juicy pine-
apple and baked yellow apple. Moonlight Wine 
Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Cesari 2017 Cento Filari (Lugana). This 
opens with aromas suggesting honeysuckle, 

grapefruit and a whiff of tomato leaf while the light-
bodied palate offers white peach, honeydew melon 
and a hint of pineapple. A note of white almond 
marks the close. Opici Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

88 Dossetto 2016 L Lac (Lugana). Aromas of 
white spring blossom, stone fruit and a 

whiff of medicinal herb come together on this. The 
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medium-bodied palate evokes mature pear, lemon 
drop and honeydew melon alongside fresh acidity. It 
closes on a bitter almond note. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Monte Cicogna 2016 S. Caterina (Lugana). 
This has delicate aromas suggesting wild 

herb, field flower and white stone fruit. The ripe 
palate offers yellow peach, pineapple and bitter 
almond lifted by fresh acidity. The Harvest Import-
ing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Monte Zovo 2017 Le Civaie (Lugana). Honey-
suckle, tropical fruit and citrusy aromas fill 

the glass. Reflecting the nose, the fresh savory pal-
ate doles out juicy grapefruit, pineapple and a note 
of white almond. Monte Zovo USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Montonale 2017 Montunal (Lugana). Whiffs 
of green apple, white peach and tropical 

fruit follow over to the soft fresh palate along with 
citrus notes. A white-almond note wraps up the 
close. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Olivini 2017 Lugana. Scents of fragrant 
white flower, honeydew melon and tropical 

fruit leap over to the palate along with green apple 
and lemon drop. Fresh acidity lifts the rich flavors. 
Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Perla del Garda 2017 Ora (Lugana). Aromas 
of white and yellow spring flower mingle 

with whiffs of white almond. The almond note car-
ries on to the light-bodied juicy palate along with 
tangy lemon drop and Golden Delicious apple. RWK 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Avanzi 2015 Borghetta Riserva (Lugana). 
Fermented and aged in barriques, this has 

a shy nose that eventually reveals suggestions of 
pressed flower and a whiff of orchard fruit. The 
medium-bodied palate offers mature yellow apple 
and a hint of lemon rind alongside toasted oak. It’s 
structured but rather lean in terms of fruit richness. 
The Harvest Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

87 Bulgarini 2017 Lugana. Aromas of tropical 
fruit, citrus and white peach follow over to 

the fruity palate along with honeydew melon and 
candied lemon drop. It closes on a hint of white 
 almond. Alwaysgood. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Cà Maiol 2017 Lugana. Delicate aromas of 
spring flower and ripe orchard fruit lead the 

way. On the fresh, straightforward palate, you’ll find 
ripe Granny Smith, honeydew melon and a hint of 

candied citrus while a white almond note marks the 
close. Santa Margherita USA. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Monte Cicogna 2016 Imperiale (Lugana). 
Spring blossom and white stone-fruit aro-

mas lead the nose. The fresh rounded palate offers 
white peach, fennel and a candied-lemon-drop note. 
The Harvest Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Pasini San Giovanni 2017 Lugana. Made with 
organically grown Turbiana grapes, this fra-

grant white offers aromas of honeysuckle, hawthorn 
and white stone fruit. The bright straightforward pal-
ate offers white peach and green apple while a hint of 
bitter almond marks the close. A.I. Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Zonin 2017 Lugana. White spring flower and 
exotic fruit aromas lead the nose. On the 

enjoyable palate, fresh acidity accompanies yellow 
apple and ripe Bartlett pear. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

86 Villabella 2017 Lugana. This has aromas of 
fragrant wild flower and white stone fruit, 

while the simple palate offers baked apple and can-
died citrus. It closes on a slightly bitter almond note. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

85 Santi 2016 Melibèo (Lugana). Aromas of 
toasted almond and chamomile lead the 

nose. The aromas carry over to the simple palate 
along with baked apple. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

OTHER WINES

90 Castello di Cicognola 2012 Per Papà Neb-
biolo (Provincia di Pavia). Made entirely 

with Nebbiolo, this opens with aromas of tobacco, 
dark berry and tilled soil. The firm palate offers red-
skinned berry, cooking spice and a touch of lico-
rice alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink through 
2023. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Selva Capuzza 2016 Campo del Soglio 
 Friulano (San Martino della Battaglia). This 

offers delicate scents of white spring blossom, yel-
low stone fruit, hazelnut and citrus. The aromas 
follow over to the fresh elegant palate along with 
flinty mineral, tangerine slice and ripe yellow apple. 
World Wines at Home. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Perla del Garda 2011 Millesimato Brut Nature 
(Lugana). Made with native grape Turbiana, 

this sparkler has subdued aromas evoking baked 
apple, toast and nut. Reflecting the nose, the pal-
ate offers dried yellow apple, citrus rind and bitter 

walnut alongside vigorous bubbles. RWK Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

SICILY
GRILLO

89 Alessandro di Camporeale 2017 Vigna di 
Mandranova Grillo (Sicilia). Aromas of 

tomato leaf, citrus and exotic fruit leap out of the 
glass. On the savory palate, fresh acidity lifts grape-
fruit, ripe apple and crushed herb. It closes on a 
tangy saline note. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Baglio del Cristo di Campobello 2016 Lalùci 
Grillo (Sicilia). Aromas of sea breeze, grilled 

herb and yellow citrus fruit almost leap out of the 
glass. The aromas carry over to the savory linear 
palate along with ripe golden apple. It’s crisp and 
refreshing, with a saline finish. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Feudo Montoni 2017 Timpa Grillo (Sicilia). 
Made with organically farmed grapes, this 

has aromas of spring flower, citrus, crushed herb 
and a whiff of tropical fruit. On the bright palate, 
fresh acidity underscores green melon, tangerine 
and pineapple alongside a hint of saline. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Tasca d’Almerita 2017 Cavallo delle Fate 
 Grillo (Sicilia). Aromas of honeysuckle, 

tropical fruit and citrus lead the nose. The bright 
medium-bodied palate offers juicy white grapefruit, 
yellow peach and a hint of saline. It has a crisp, 
tangy finish. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Feudo Maccari 2017 Olli Grillo (Sicilia). White 
wild flower and white stone-fruit aromas 

delicately waft out of the glass. On the straightfor-
ward palate, fresh acidity accompanies suggestions 
of citrus and white peach. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Feudo Principi di Butera 2017 Grillo (Sicilia). 
Aromas of citrus and exotic fruit lead the 

way. Mirroring the nose, the fresh straightforward 
palate offers lemon zest and pineapple alongside 
tangy acidity and a light salinity. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Graffetta 2017 Grillo (Sicilia). Aromas sug-
gesting crushed tomato leaf, citrus and 

exotic fruit leap out of the glass. On the medium-
bodied palate, tangy acidity perks up juicy grape-
fruit, white peach and pineapple packed in syrup. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 
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87 MandraRossa 2017 Costadune Grillo (Sicilia). 
Jasmine, honeydew melon and citrus aro-

mas take center stage on this crisp white. On the 
vibrant palate, bright acidity accompanies grape-
fruit, crushed herb and a hint of sea salt. Palm Bay 
International. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Sallier de la Tour 2017 Grillo (Sicilia). Aromas 
of exotic fruit and white spring flower lead 

the nose. On the tangy palate, fresh acidity bright-
ens pineapple, grapefruit and a touch of candied 
lemon drop. Bourget Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Stemmari 2017 Grillo (Sicilia). Aromas of 
fragrant white wild flower and tropical fruit 

lead the nose. On the bright palate, a saline note 
adds interest to grapefruit and lemon. Prestige 
Wine Imports Corp. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

87 Valle dell’Acate 2017 Zagra Grillo (Sicilia). 
Aromas of citrus, acacia and almond lead the 

nose. On the tangy palate, bright acidity lifts tan-
gerine and dried herb alongside a saline note. Vinity 
Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $22 

86 Cantine Ermes 2017 Vento di Mare Grillo 
( Sicilia). Aromas of citrus zest and hon-

eydew melon carry over to the light-bodied palate 
along with lemon and a hint of sea breeze. Tangy 
acidity lifts the juicy flavors. USA Wine West. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

86 Gorghi Tondi 2017 Kheirè Grillo (Sicilia). 
Tropical fruit and crushed tomato vine aro-

mas lift out of the glass. On the simple palate, fresh 
acidity lifts pineapple and a suggestion of grapefruit. 
Sheehan Brothers. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

86 Settesoli 2017 Grillo (Sicilia). This opens 
with intense citrus aromas of lemon zest and 

grapefruit that carry over to the fresh simple palate 
along with a hint of sage. Zesty acidity gives it a crisp 
finish. Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Tenute Orestiadi 2017 Gibellina Grillo (Sicilia). 
Crushed tomato leaf, hay and a whiff of trop-

ical fruit lead the nose. The tangy, light-bodied palate 
offers grapefruit, tangerine slice, saline and thyme 
framed in crisp acidity. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Tenute Orestiadi 2017 Molino a Vento Grillo 
(Sicilia). Aromas suggesting tropical fruit 

and a whiff of Mediterranean herb follow through 
to the fresh simple palate along with a hint of juicy 
grapefruit. Tangy acidity lifts the finish. USA Wine 
West. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Tenute Orestiadi 2017 Molino a Vento Organic 
Grillo (Sicilia). Intense citrus and white-

flower aromas jump over to the bright straightfor-
ward palate along with a hint of yellow stone fruit. 
Fresh acidity gives it a zesty close. USA Wine West. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Fazio 2017 U Marusu Grillo (Sicilia). Light-
bodied and tangy, this simple white wine 

has subdued aromas and flavors suggesting citrus. 
It’s crisp, with a slightly salty finish. International 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

84 Cantine Ermes 2017 Marchese Montefusco 
Grillo (Sicilia). Subdued aromas of beeswax, 

mature apple and citrus carry on to the light-bodied 
simple palate. It’s fresh and easy, with zesty acidity. 
USA Wine West. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $8 

84 Natale Verga 2017 Bio Grillo (Sicilia). Made 
with organically farmed grapes, this brisk, 

simple white offers suggestions of yellow apple, bit-
ter almond and lemon. A saline note marks the lean 
close. Jandell Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

CATARRATTO

88 Tasca d’Almerita 2017 Antisa Catarratto 
(Sicilia). Aromas of spring blossom, pear 

and citrus lead the nose. Mirroring the aromas, 
the bright tangy palate doles out juicy lemon, 
green melon and yellow apple. It finishes clean 
and refreshing. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

86 Cusumano 2017 Catarratto (Sicilia). This 
light-bodied, informal white offers flavors 

of citrus and a hint of pineapple alongside a saline 
note. Bright acidity gives it a crisp finish. It’s a sim-
ple but wine enjoyable for everyday. Terlato Wines 
International. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Feudo Disisa 2016 Lu Bancu Catarratto 
( Sicilia). Delicately scented, this offers 

subtle whiffs of white wild flower and orchard fruit. 
The bright simple palate shows lime and white 
peach alongside crisp acidity. Vino Veritas. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Tenute Orestiadi 2017 Gibellina Catarratto 
(Sicilia). This opens with delicate scents 

of citrus blossom and orchard fruit. The refreshing 
light-bodied palate offers pear and peach alongside 
crisp acidity. It’s simple but well made. USA Wine 
West. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

INZOLIA

87 Feudo Principi di Butera 2016 Serò Insolia 
(Sicilia). Aromas of acacia, Spanish broom, 

toasted nut, orchard fruit and a whiff of oak lead the 
nose. On the rather lean palate, fresh acidity lifts 
mature yellow apple, bread crust and bitter almond. 
Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Firriato 2017 Chiaramonte Inzolia (Sicilia). 
Heady scents of mature apricot and citrus 

carry over to the fresh light-bodied palate along 
with mature yellow apple. A salty note signals the 
close. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Sallier de la Tour 2017 Inzolia (Sicilia). This 
100% Inzolia has aromas of Bosc pear, white 

flower and Granny Smith apple. The aromas carry 
over to the easy-drinking palate accompanied by 
bright acidity that gives the wine a refreshing close. 
Bourget Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

86 Feudo Principi di Butera 2017 Insolia (Sicilia). 
Honeysuckle and banana aromas waft out of 

the glass. On the bright easygoing palate, a white-
almond note adds interest to a core of ripe yellow 
pear and a hint of pineapple. Zonin USA. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

CHARDONNAY

87 Stemmari 2016 Chardonnay (Sicilia). This 
opens with aromas suggesting acacia and yel-

low stone fruit. On the rounded straightforward pal-
ate, hints of toast and saline back up yellow apple. 
Prestige Wine Imports Corp. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

86 Baglio del Cristo di Campobello 2016 Laudàri 
Chardonnay (Sicilia). Aromas of toasted 

oak, citrus and coconut lead the nose. The aromas 
carry over to the lean palate along with lemon and 
bright acidity. It’s fresh but lacks the fruit rich-
ness needed to stand up to the oak. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

86 Feudo Disisa 2016 Chardonnay (Sicilia). 
Subtle aromas suggesting citrus blossom 

and ripe pear make their way to the forefront. Sim-
ple but well made, the palate offers suggestions of 
yellow apple, white peach and a dollop of vanilla. 
Vino Veritas. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

WHITE BLENDS

90 Cusumano 2017 Shamaris (Sicilia). Aromas 
of orchard fruit, bread crust and spring 
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flower take shape in the glass. The savory medium-
bodied palate delivers juicy citrus, pistachio, min-
eral and a hint of ginger alongside bright acidity. 
Drink through 2020. Terlato Wines International. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Baglio del Cristo di Campobello 2016  Adènzia 
(Sicilia). Made with Grillo and Insolia, this 

offers aromas of spring blossom, yellow stone fruit 
and bread crust. The bright savory palate offers 
apricot, tangerine and sea salt alongside fresh acid-
ity. It closes crisp and clean. Maritime Wine Trading 
Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

89 Cusumano 2014 Cubia Tenuta Ficuzza 
( Sicilia). Inviting if unusual aromas of 

grilled herb, wet stone and Mediterranean scrub 
lead the nose while the medium-bodied palate 
offers lemon drop, mature apricot and a saline note. 
It closes on a note of toasted almond. Terlato Wines 
International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

89 Stemmari 2016 Dalila Riserva (Sicilia). For 
full review see page 15. 

abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Donnafugata 2017 White (Sicilia). Citrus, 
orchard fruit and wild herb aromas practi-

cally jump out of the glass. The fresh, savory palate 
doles out honeydew melon, white peach and grape-
fruit alongside a hint of saline. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Cantine Grasso 2016 Capobianco (Sicilia). 
Made with Inzolia and Catarratto, this offers 

delicate scents of citrus and Mediterranean brush. 
The aromas carry over to the tangy palate along 
with ripe apple, crushed herb and a hint of steely 
mineral. Tuttovino LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

87 Gorghi Tondi 2017 Rajah Vino Biologico 
( Sicilia). Intense aromas of grapefruit, 

orange rind and citrus blossom jump over to the 
light-bodied palate along with dried apricot. Crisp 
acidity gives it a zesty close. Sheehan Brothers. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

87 Le Casematte 2017 Peloro (Sicilia). A blend of 
Grillo and Carricante, this delicately scented 

wine offers aromas of white spring wild flower, pear 
and a whiff of Mediterranean brush. On the tangy 
palate, fresh acidity and a hint of saline accompany 
lemon zest and a suggestion of green apple. Empson 
USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Tasca d’Almerita 2017 White (Sicilia). Aromas 
of spring blossom and apple fill the glass. On 

the easy-drinking light-bodied palate, tangy acidity 

accompanies Granny Smith apple, green melon and 
citrus. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The Winebow 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

84 Fazio 2017 Brusìo Bianco (Sicilia). A blend 
of Carricante and Catarratto, this infor-

mal white has subdued aromas that evoke acacia 
and white stone fruit. The lean, somewhat diluted 
palate suggests citrus and a hint of nut set against 
brisk acidity. International Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Fazio 2017 Viognier (Sicilia). Made entirely 
with Viognier, this opens with aromas of 

citrus and yellow stone fruit. Mirroring the nose, 
the straightforward enjoyable palate offers juicy 
apricot and grapefruit. Enjoy soon. International 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Tenute Orestiadi 2017 Zibibbo (Sicilia). 
Made entirely with Zibibbo, this opens 

with aromas of white flower, yellow stone fruit and 
citrus. The juicy palate offers lime, grapefruit and 
a mineral note alongside crisp acidity. USA Wine 
West. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Alessandro di Camporeale 2017 Kaid Sau-
vignon (Sicilia). Made with organically culti-

vated grapes, this opens with aromas of grapefruit, 
hay and crushed tomato vine. The flavors carry over 
to the tangy linear palate along with lemon and a 
hint of saline. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 MandraRossa 2017 Ciaca Bianca Fiano 
( Sicilia). You’ll find aromas of fragrant white 

spring flower and citrus on this bright enjoyable 
wine. The tangy palate presents orange zest and 
crushed Mediterranean herb alongside fresh  acidity. 
Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Stemmari 2017 Pinot Grigio (Sicilia). White 
spring flower and Granny Smith apple aro-

mas carry over to the tangy easy-drinking palate 
along with suggestions of yellow pear and citrus. It 
has a clean fresh finish. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

85 Gorghi Tondi 2017 Chiaro di Sole Zibibbo 
(Sicilia). Made entirely with Zibbibo, this 

informal white opens with scents of yellow stone 
fruit. Mirroring the nose, the simple light-weight 
palate offers apricot and a juicy hint of tangerine 
alongside crisp acidity. Sheehan Brothers. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $14 

ROSATO

84 Fazio 2017 Brusìo Rosato (Sicilia). This 
informal wine has subtle aromas evoking 

blue flower and wild berry while the simple light-
bodied palate suggests red cherry and strawberry. 
Drink soon. International Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

NERO D’AVOLA

92 Feudo Montoni 2013 Vrucara Nero d’Avola 
(Sicilia). Aromas of ripe blackberry, mature 

plum, pressed blue flower and crushed mint come 
together in the glass along with a note of scorched 
earth. Made with organically grown Nero d’Avola, 
the succulent palate delivers black cherry, steeped 
prune, star anise and menthol set against polished 
tannins. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

90 Morgante 2014 Don Antonio Nero d’Avola 
(Sicilia). Aromas of ripe dark berry, cedar 

and mocha lead the way on this full-bodied Nero 
d’Avola. The dense palate offers blackberry jam, 
cocoa and tobacco alongside close-grained tannins 
that need another year or two to unwind. Drink 
after 2020. Leonardo LoCascio Selections–The 
Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

89 Baglio del Cristo di Campobello 2014 Lu Patri 
Nero d’Avola (Sicilia). You’ll find aromas of 

toasted oak, espresso and dark berry on this Nero 
d’Avola while the dense palate offers blackberry 
jam, cocoa and vanilla. Smooth tannins provide 
supple support. Drink through 2021. Maritime 
Wine Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

89 Feudo Maccari 2015 Saia Nero d’Avola 
( Sicilia). This Nero d’Avola opens with aro-

mas of ripe dark berry, mocha and cedar. The ripe 
palate offers blackberry jam, clove and cooking 
spice alongside close-grained tannins that give it a 
firm finish. Drink 2019–2023. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

89 Gorghi Tondi 2015 Sorante Nero d’Avola 
( Sicilia). You’ll find subtle aromas of cassis, 

underbrush and baking spice on this medium- bodied 
Nero d’Avola. The juicy palate delivers blackberry 
jam, star anise and a peppery note alongside velvety 
tannins. Enjoy soon. Sheehan Brothers. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

89 MandraRossa 2014 Cartagho Nero d’Avola 
(Sicilia). Subtle aromas of dark berry, 

vanilla and Mediterranean brush come together 
on this Nero d’Avola. The firm palate offers black 
cherry jam, mocha and tobacco alongside polished 
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tannins. Enjoy through 2022. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

89 Morgante 2015 Nero d’Avola (Sicilia). This 
Nero d’Avola opens with ripe black-plum, 

incense and cooking-spice aromas. The mature 
easygoing palate delivers blackberry jam, star anise 
with a touch of green peppercorn alongside polished 
tannins. Enjoy through 2022. Leonardo LoCascio 
Selections–The Winebow Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Graffetta 2016 Nero d’Avola (Sicilia). Made 
entirely with Nero d’Avola, this opens with 

dark fruit, cooking spice and Mediterranean scrub 
aromas. The savory palate offers blackberry jam, 
star anise and carob alongside polished tannins. 
Drink through 2021. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Tasca d’Almerita 2016 Lamùri Nero d’Avola 
(Sicilia). Aromas of wild blueberry, violet 

and a whiff of Mediterranean herb lift out of the 
glass. Made with Nero d’Avola, the easygoing palate 
offers juicy blackberry, wild cherry and clove along-
side polished, fine-grained tannins. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Gorghi Tondi 2017 Coste a Preola Nero d’Avola 
(Sicilia). Aromas of dark berry, Mediter-

ranean scrub and leather lead the nose. Made with 
Nero d’Avola, the round palate delivers blackberry 
jam, vanilla and a hint of dark spice alongside smooth 
tannins. Enjoy soon. Sheehan Brothers. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Fazio 2017 Gabal Nero d’Avola (Sicilia). 
This simple Nero d’Avola presents aromas 

of dark berry, underbrush and clove. The informal, 
easygoing palate delivers black plum and vanilla 
alongside pliant tannins. Drink soon. International 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

85 Sallier de la Tour 2016 Nero d’Avola (Sicilia). 
This informal red opens with aromas of blue 

flower and ripe blackberry. It’s soft and simple, sug-
gesting flavors of blueberry and raspberry alongside 
pliant, not very persistent tannins. Bourget Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

PERRICONE

90 Feudo Montoni 2016 del Core Perricone 
( Sicilia). Made with organically farmed 

Perricone grapes, this opens with aromas of rasp-
berry jam, exotic spice, Mediterranean herb and 
star anise. The savory medium-bodied palate evokes 
prune, licorice and a dusting of mocha alongside a 

tight network of polished tannins. Drink through 
2021. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Firriato 2014 Soria Perricone (Sicilia). Aro-
mas of menthol, oak-driven spice and dark-

skinned berry slowly take shape on this. The chewy 
savory palate doles out plum, steeped wild cherry, 
licorice and mocha alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

89 Tasca d’Almerita 2016 Guarnaccio Perricone 
(Sicilia). Underbrush, grilled herb, plum 

and toasted aromas take center stage. It’s structured 
and medium bodied, with tightly knit fine-grained 
tannins that support dried black cherry and steeped 
prune. It closes on notes of clove and ground pepper. 
Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

SYRAH

89 Alessandro di Camporeale 2016 Kaid Syrah 
(Sicilia). Ripe dark berry, cedar, cooking 

spice and smoky notes emerge from the glass on this 
100% Syrah. The dense palate offers black currant 
jam, vanilla and clove alongside assertive tannins. 
Drink 2019–2022. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Baglio del Cristo di Campobello 2014 Syrah 
(Sicilia). This Syrah opens with earthy aro-

mas of cedar, black-skinned fruit and tilled soil. The 
round palate delivers ripe black plum, licorice and 
vanilla alongside velvety tannins. Maritime Wine 
Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $46 

87 Graffetta 2015 Syrah (Sicilia). Made with 
Syrah, this opens with aromas of mature dark 

fruit and cooking spice. The firm, no-frills palate 
offers black currant jam and black pepper alongside 
smooth tannins. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

87 Sallier de la Tour 2016 Syrah (Sicilia). This 
informal Syrah has aromas of black-skinned 

fruit and allspice. The aromas carry over to the sim-
ple palate along with a hint of vanilla while round 
tannins offer supple support. Drink soon. Bourget 
Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

RED BLENDS

92 Donnafugata 2014 Tancredi (Sicilia). Forest 
floor, scorched earth, grilled herb and oak-

driven spice aromas come to the forefront along 
with mature dark-skinned berry. The juicy medium-
bodied palate delivers cassis, mature plum, toast 

and star anise framed in taut fine-grained tannins. 
Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

89 Baglio del Cristo di Campobello 2014  Adènzia 
Rosso (Sicilia). Made with Nero d’Avola and 

Syrah, this has aromas of scorched earth, dark berry 
and bay leaf. The juicy palate delivers black currant 
jam, cocoa and white pepper alongside polished tan-
nins. Drink through 2021. Maritime Wine Trading 
Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

88 Nicosia 2011 Sosta Tre Santi (Sicilia). Made 
with Nero d’Avola and a touch of Syrah, this 

opens with aromas of black-skinned fruit, cooking 
spice and Mediterranean scrub aromas. The dense 
palate offers blackberry jam and star anise along-
side supple tannins. FX Magner Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Tasca d’Almerita 2016 Regaleali (Sicilia). 
Aromas of red berry and a whiff of blue 

flower lead the nose. On the straightforward palate, 
a hint of wild herb lightly accents red cherry and 
crushed raspberry. It’s easy drinking, with supple 
tannins. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Tasca d’Almerita 2014 Il Tascante Nerello 
Mascalese (Sicilia). Enticing scents of blue 

flower, rose, wild berry and Mediterranean herb 
aromas take shape in the glass. On the elegantly 
structured palate, bright acidity accompanies rasp-
berry compote, juicy cherry and star anise alongside 
firm polished tannins. A flinty mineral note lingers 
on the close. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

90 Tenuta di Fessina 2015 Laeneo Nerello 
 Cappuccio (Sicilia). Made entirely with 

Nerello Cappuccio, this opens with aromas of wild 
red berry, Mediterranean scrub, grilled herb and a 
whiff of dark baking spice. It’s elegant and savory, 
delivering flavors of raspberry compote, juicy Mar-
asca cherry, white pepper and star anise alongside 
polished tannins. It closes on a smoky mineral note. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Nicosia 2017 Fondo Filara Frappato (Sicilia). 
This straightforward wine has aromas of 

red berry and tilled soil, while the lively easygoing 
palate offers candied red cherry, white pepper and a 
note of tangerine zest. Smooth tannins offer pliant 
support. FX Magner Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 
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FORTIFIED WINE

87 Alagna NV Moscato (Sicilia). This fortified 
Moscato opens with aromas of apricot jam 

and citrus zest that carry over to the palate along 
with acacia honey. A note of toasted almond signals 
the close. Eagle Eye Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 16.5% Price: $13 

OTHER ITALY
SPARKLING WINES

PIEDMONT

92 Saracco 2017 Moscato d’Asti. This fragrant, 
foaming sparkler boasts heady scents of 

yellow stone fruit and crushed herb. Mirroring the 
nose, the savory mouthwatering palate doles out 
juicy apricot, ripe yellow peach and sage. Fresh 
acidity and a creamy mousse provide freshness and 
finesse. WinesU. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 6% Price: $18 

90 Cantina della Serra 2012 Brut Metodo 
 Classico (Erbaluce di Caluso). Jasmine, 

hawthorn and white stone-fruit aromas lift from 
the glass. On the bright palate, refreshing acidity 
balances creamy Granny Smith apple and tangerine 
zest, while small continuous bubbles lend finesse. A 
beeswax note signals the close. Murphy Distributors. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Castello di Azeglio 2013 Metodo Classico 
(Erbaluce di Caluso). Aromas of yellow 

apple, Bartlett pear and a hint of baking spice carry 
over to the creamy palate along with lemon drop, 
crushed herb and a hint of vanilla. Bright acidity 
lifts the rich flavors. ID Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

VINO SPUMANTE

90 San Salvatore 1988 2014 Brut Rosé Metodo 
Classico Aglianico (Vino Spumante). Made 

entirely with Aglianico, this savory sparkler offers 
aromas of bread crust, toasted nut, Mediterranean 
scrub and wild berry. It’s tangy, with white-peach, 
wild cherry, ginger and citrus-zest flavors set 
against bright acidity. A soft perlage lends finesse. 
Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $56 

89 Colognola 2015 Musa Metodo Classico 
 Verdeca (Vino Spumante). Made entirely 

with Verdicchio grapes, this Metodo Classico spar-
kler has aromas of cream-filled pastry, vanilla, apple 
and citrus zest that follow over to the palate. Bright 
acidity and a continuous perlage provide the back-
drop. Encore Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

89 Travaglini 2013 Metodo Classico Nebolè 
 Extra Brut Nebbiolo (Vino Spumante). Aro-

mas of honey, bread crust and yellow orchard fruit 
follow over to the palate along with notes suggesting 
peach, orange zest, crushed herb and graphite. It has 
an elegant perlage and bright acidity while a walnut 
note marks the close. Palm Bay International. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

SPAIN
WHITE WINES

RÍAS BAIXAS

90 Adegas Tollodouro 2017 Blanquito Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). This wine’s pineapple and 

floral aromas are blowsy at first but settle with air-
ing. Its smooth palate has a full texture, bracing 
acidity and lightly salty apple flavors that finish 
with a briny note of seashell. Overall, this balances 
pop with weight, capturing what can be so appeal-
ing about Albariño. W Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

89 Columna 2017 Albariño (Rías Baixas). Fresh 
peach in a bowl describes how this nicely 

made Albariño smells. Its round, full-bodied palate 
is balanced with acidity. And its fresh peach and 
apricot flavors lead to a chalky, minerally finish. Olé 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Rodrigo Méndez 2017 Cies Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). This wine’s nectarine and peach 

aromas are rather standard. Juicy, briny stone fruit 
flavors make for a bright palate that finishes well 
but without much complexity. Olé Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $37 

88 Condes de Albarei 2017 Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). This wine’s ripe aromas suggest 

mango and stone fruit. It’s full and plump on the 
palate, with standard Albariño acidity providing 
energy. Nectarine and melon flavors linger on the 
finish. Cordelina Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Forjas del Salnés 2017 Leirana Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). This wine’s apple and melon aro-

mas come with notes of wet wool and lanolin. The 
palate is bolstered by citrusy acidity that tastes 
solely of orange and orange peel. The finish is tangy 
and salty. Olé Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

87 Pazo San Mauro 2017 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
This offers basic stone fruit aromas and a 

shrill, linear palate. It tastes of barely ripe apri-
cot and nectarine, with sharp, tangy acidity and a 
lightly salty finish. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Serra da Estrela 2017 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 
This wine’s briny aromas are citrusy but also 

green. It’s tightly wound, with zesty, peppery lime, 
lemon and green herb flavors and a short finish. 
Seaview Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

82 Altos de Torona 2017 Torre de Ermelo 
Albariño (Rías Baixas). This wine’s stale, 

underripe haystack aromas offer zero fruit and 
hardly any encouragement to keep sipping. It has 
a solid mouthfeel and wheaty, bitter flavors that 
extend into the finish. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

RUEDA

87 Esperanza 2017 Estate Grown & Bottled 
Verdejo (Rueda). This wine’s spunky green 

herb and lime aromas lead to a lively but creamy 
palate. Its salty lime flavors hold steady on the lin-
ear finish. Axial VinosUSA. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Oro de Castilla 2017 Verdejo (Rueda). Grassy 
aromas and citrus notes dominate the nose 

of this Verdejo. It has an oily texture and a plump 
palate, with salty, lightly green citrus and stone 
fruit flavors that finish with residual saltiness. Olé 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Ipsum 2017 Estate Bottled Verdejo (Rueda). 
This wine’s citrus and mango aromas come 

with a shot of green bell pepper—all atypical notes 
for Rueda. Its plump but watery palate holds bell 
pepper, green banana and lime flavors. A capsicum-
tasting burn dominates the finish. Olé Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

85 Bodegas Grupo Yllera 2017 Boada Campo 
de Bueyes Verdejo (Rueda). Snappy green 

jalapeño and cactus aromas set up this wine’s tight, 
acidic palate. Its briny, salty melon and lime fla-
vors stay crisp and firm on the punchy finish. Aidil 
Wines/Old World Import. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 Emina 2016 Fermentado en Barrica Verdejo 
(Rueda). Blaring oak and woodspice aromas 

rest heavily on this barrel-fermented Verdejo’s cit-
rus scents. It’s resiny on the palate, with woodspice 
flavors and mild oxidation. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

RIOJA

83 La Antigua 2014 Clásico Blanco (Rioja). This 
yellow-colored wine has oaky, chemical 

aromas that lend an impression of tire rubber. Its 
wayward palate has oxidized apple and butter fla-
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vors that finish with notes of popcorn and brined 
kumquat. Olé Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

82 Carlos Serres 2017 Rioja. Corn and apple aro-
mas together smell like wheat in this unin-

teresting blend of Viura and Tempranillo Blanco. Its 
underripe citrus flavors are tart and slightly bit-
ter, with a lightly oxidized finish. Winesellers, Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

81 Alberto Orte 2015 Sierra de la Demanda 
(Rioja). This gold-tinted blend of Viura and 

Garnacha Blanca smells cold and distant, with little 
fruit and a whiff of something spoiled. The palate is 
harshly acidic, with curry and oxidized white fruit 
flavors that wind down on the charmless finish. Olé 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $37 

OTHER WHITE WINES

90 Vinos de Arganza 2017 Viña Século Godello 
(Vino de la Tierra de Castilla y León). This 

wine’s stone fruit and green apple aromas are lightly 
briny and focused. It features a tight, centered pal-
ate with vivid orange, lime and green melon flavors. 
The finish is compact, minerally and driven by 
energy. W Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

89 Alvarez de Toledo 2017 Godello (Vino de la 
Tierra de Castilla y León). This wine’s apple 

and nectarine aromas are fresh, clean and stony. Its 
bright palate is acidic and stern, with green apple, 
white grape and green plum flavors. A minerally fin-
ish with a stony feel offers a clean way out. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Carlos Moro 2017 Finca San Cibrao (Ribeiro). 
This Ribeiro’s focused citrus and peach aro-

mas are clean and nice. Its citrusy palate offers lean 
tangerine and apple flavors, with round edges and a 
dry finish marked by salt and distant bitter notes. 
USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Gaintza 2017 Getariako Txakolina. This 
wine’s apple and citrus aromas are lean and 

dusty. Like most Txakoli wines, it’s sharp and tangy 
on the palate, with spritz. Its briny gooseberry and 
lime flavors are salty, which again is typical for this 
style of Basque white wine. Olé Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

87 Castelo do Papa 2017 Godello (Valdeorras). 
This wine’s light lemon blossom and lime 

aromas are nice but highly basic. Its simple, free-
flowing palate deals candied white fruit flavors, 
ending with white table grape and sugar cookie 
notes. Olé Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Celler Piñol 2016 Portal (Terra Alta). Waxy 
aromas of honeyed apples, petrol and lanolin 

introduce this blend of Garnacha Blanca, Sauvignon 
Blanc and Viognier. Its fleshy palate is cut by acid-
ity, recalling tart apple and pineapple. Olé Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

86 Castillo de Monjardin 2016 El Cerezo Uno-
aked Chardonnay (Navarra). This Chardon-

nay’s rubbery aromas are tight and closed. It’s tangy 
and acidic, with no oak to soften it up. Its apple, cit-
rus and grassy flavors finish bright and easy. Mun-
doVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Cruz de Piedra 2017 Macabeo (Calatayud). 
This wine’s chunky apple aromas hold onto 

their freshness. Its plump palate shows citrusy 
acidity and briny white grapefruit flavors. A touch 
of green lettuce and scallion emerges on the finish. 
Axial VinosUSA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

84 Albet I Noya 2016 Lignum! (Penedès). The 
generic white fruit and petrol aromas in this 

blend of Chardonnay, Xarello and Sauvignon Blanc 
are closed. It’s angular on the palate, with lemon 
and sour apple flavors and a tart, puckering finish. 
Multiple U.S. importers. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

84 Dominio de Punctum 2017 Viento Aliseo Bio-
dynamic Viognier (La Mancha). This wine’s 

tan color and soapy pear and red apple aromas 
make for a confounding start. Its soapy, yeasty pink 
grapefruit and grape skin flavors finish with tropical 
notes. While not bad, it’s odd and disjointed. Har-
rison Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

84 Inurrieta 2017 Orchidea Sauvignon Blanc 
(Navarra). Citrus- and pyrazine-based aro-

mas of lime and bell pepper introduce this Navarran 
Sauvignon Blanc. It’s simple and fresh, with bitter 
pepper and lime flavors. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

83 Albet I Noya 2017 Curiós Xarel-lo (Penedès). 
This rudimentary Xarello’s gaseous aromas 

suggest partially fermented orange juice. It’s pulpy 
and citric on the palate, with shapeless orange and 
lychee flavors. Multiple U.S. importers. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

83 Enate 2017 234 Chardonnay (Somontano). 
This wine’s creamy, yeasty lychee and 

banana aromas are more suggestive of Viognier than 
Chardonnay. It’s heavy and clumsy on the palate, 
with creamy, oak-drenched pear and banana flavors. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

83 Enate 2017 Gewürztraminer (Somontano). 
This is a thick, oily and highly aromatic 

Gewürztraminer with bath oil, flower extract and 
Central Park hot dog scents. Its fat, fleshy palate 
deals lime, lychee, fennel, lemon peel and soap fla-
vors. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

82 Pradorey 2015 El Cuentista Tempranillo 
Blanco (Ribera del Duero). This wine’s 

mealy, oxidized peach pit and stale white fruit aro-
mas are unappealing. The palate is chunky, with 
blazing acidity and resiny, woody, oxidized flavors. 
USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

LOIRE VALLEY
WHITE WINES
MUSCADET CRUS

92 Domaine Brégeon Fred Lailler 2014 Muscadet 
de Sèvre et Maine Gorges. From the Gorges 

Cru in Muscadet, this wine is now mature, and it 
shows how well top Muscadet can age, though 
there’s lots of potential for additional development. 
It has lost some fruitiness but gained a creamy, 
nutty quality. At the same time, the acidity and 
freshness are still there. Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

92 Lieubeau 2015 Muscadet Sèvre et Maine 
Clisson. Produced from organically grown 

grapes in the village of Clisson (one of three crus), 
this wine’s two years on the lees has produced a 
soft, broad character. Notes of almond and spice 
along with a silky texture give complexity as well 
as richness. The wine is ready to drink. European 
Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

MUSCADET CÔTES  
DE GRANDLIEU

93 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2009 Origine du 
Haut Bourg (Muscadet Côtes de Grandlieu). 

Even at nine years old, this wine is only just mature. 
It still has citrus fruit flavors and a crisp texture. 
At the same time it offers rich spice, pepper and a 
toasty character that is cut with citrus acidity. Kept 
in an underground tank until bottling in December 
2017, it is a great example of the aging ability of fine 
Muscadet. Drink now. Polaner Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

92 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2012 Origine du 
Haut Bourg (Muscadet Côtes de Grandlieu). 

Aged for five years in large subterranean tanks, this 
wine is rich and intensely concentrated. It has the 
essence of lemon and peach fruits, cut with acidity 
and spicy secondary flavors. The wine is impres-
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sively ripe and ready to drink. Polaner Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2013 Signature 
du Haut Bourg (Muscadet Côtes de Grand-

lieu). Made from old vines and aged for over four 
years on its lees, this wine is rich and spicy, with a 
ripe, smooth and creamy texture. Full and intense 
with quince and peach flavors, it is ready to drink. 
Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

89 Vignobles Chéneau 2017 Château de Beau 
Soleil (Muscadet Côtes de Grandlieu). This 

wine is intense, packed with fruit and refreshing 
apple flavors. Its light texture and freshness gives-
the wine balance, style and a deliciously fruity 
aftertaste. Drink this attractive wine now. Private 
Cask Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2017 Pavillon Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Côtes de Grandlieu). Ripe yellow 

and crisp apple flavors give this wine a rich charac-
ter. Produced from selected parcels of vines, it has 
plenty of fruit notes, a juicy character and a touch 
of pepper and spice. Drink now. Polaner Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

87 Domaine du Haut Bourg 2017 Sur Lie (Musca-
det Côtes de Grandlieu). This aromatic wine 

is bright, light and fruity. Its citrus and crisp apple 
flavors are refreshing, open and lightly spicy. This is 
a wine to drink both as an aperitif and with seafood. 
Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Domaine de la Coche 2017 La Salle aux Fées 
Sur Lie (Muscadet Côtes de Grandlieu). 

Named after a prehistoric dolmen (tomb) that leg-
end says is inhabited by fairies, this wine is ripe 
with delicious sliced-apple flavors. It is an open, 
easy wine, full of bright fruit and a lightly mineral 
texture. Drink now. Private Cask Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

MUSCADET SÈVRE ET MAINE

93 Lieubeau 2015 Château-Thébaud (Muscadet 
Sèvre et Maine). Long lees aging has given 

this wine from the subregion of Château-Thébaud 
(in line to be a cru) a rich character. It has softened 
and broadened the ripe apple flavors and added a 
dimension of spice and yeastiness. The freshness 
remains and this crisp wine is balanced and ready 
to drink. European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

92 Domaine Pierre Luneau-Papin 2016 Terre de 
Pierre (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). From a 

stony parcel called La Butte de la Roche, this wine 
is concentrated and a strong mineral backbone. Its 

ripe spiciness and smokiness are balanced with 
profuse quince and citrus fruits. The wine, rich and 
textured, is ready to drink. Louis/Dressner Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

91 Bonnet-Huteau 2016 Les Laures Sur Lie (Mus-
cadet Sèvre et Maine). This is a rich, complex 

and concentrated style of Muscadet. It also boasts a 
steely edge that comes from the granite soil of Val-
let. Made from biodynamic vines, it shows intense 
fruit character, with spice and pepper at the end. It 
is attractive now, though it could also age further. 
Nomadic Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Domaine des Tilleuls 2017 Les Vénérables Vie-
illes Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

Vines between 40–70 years old form the basis of 
this ripe, juicy and deliciously fruity wine. With its 
refreshing acidity and zesty lemon character, it’s 
rich and packed with fruitiness. Drink now. Bor-
deaux Tradition. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

91 Domaine Pierre Luneau-Papin 2016 Clos des 
Allées Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Rich 

and fruity, this has straightforward apple and citrus 
flavors. It is packed with fruitiness, a zesty character 
and flavors of almonds and spice, finishing with great 
acidity. Drink now. Louis/Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

91 Domaine Pierre Luneau-Papin 2016 L d’Or 
Granite Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

Packed with pineapple and yellow fruit that is a 
concentrated wine cut by juicy acidity. Its fruitiness 
and ripe character from old vines are well balanced, 
generous and deliciously ready to drink. Louis/
Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

90 Domaine de la Foliette 2017 Clos de la Fon-
taine Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre 

et Maine). Vines more than 55 years old give extra 
concentration to this generous wine. White fruits 
are cut with lime acidity and gently textured. To 
balance that freshness, the rich, rounded character 
is immediate and attractive. Drink now. Vigneron 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Domaine de la Pepière 2017 Clos des Briords 
Cuvée Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). From 60–70 years old, this wine 
boasts a rich, concentrated backdrop. Its spice and 
pepper flavors are integrated with the ripe fruiti-
ness, while delicious acidity and a touch of almond 
grace the finish. Drink now. Louis/Dressner Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Pierre Luneau-Papin 2016 Le 
Verger Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

Intense fruit and a strong mineral texture give this 

wine impressive richness. At the same time, it com-
bines apple and quince fruit, intense acidity and 
ripeness, making it the sort of wine that could age. 
Although it can be drunk now, it will be even better 
from 2019. Louis/Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $33 

90 Domaine Salmon 2017 Grande Réserve Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This rich, 

intense wine is deliciously juicy and fresh. Its acid-
ity and lemon flavors are balanced by a creamy 
apple tone that gives a ripe feel. It’s a fine wine, 
ready to drink now. The Organic Cellar. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $29 

90 Lieubeau 2017 Domaine de la Fruitière 
Gneiss de Bel Abord Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre 

et Maine). The schist and granite soil of this vine-
yard yields a wine that is strongly mineral. Its acid-
ity and fruitiness are restrained by a tense texture 
and steely character. This fine wine needs to age a 
few more months, so drink from early 2019. Euro-
pean Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

90 Michel Delhommeau 2017 Symbiose Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Delahommeau 

has produced a textured, mineral style of wine that 
could do with some aging. It’s a steely wine that’s 
developing fruitiness. Citrus and quince flavors are 
showing well, bringing acidity that cuts through the 
fruit. Drink now. European Cellars. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

89 Domaine Pierre Luneau-Papin 2016 La 
Grange Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet 

Sèvre et Maine). Soft, with a ripe texture and fully 
integrated acidity, this wine made from 45-year-old 
vines is lightly spicy and full of lime and grapefruit 
acidity. It also offers an elegant freshness that’s 
bursting with fruitiness. Drink now. Louis/Dressner 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

89 Domaine Salmon 2017 Vieilles Vignes Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This wine, 

with its rich texture and touch of pepper, is classic 
Muscadet. The extra concentration from old vines 
results in richness, a full body and layers of spice 
and acidity. Drink now. The Organic Cellar. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

88 Domaine de la Foliette 2017 L’Origine Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Soft, ripe and 

full of great fruitiness, this is an easy, crisp, apple- 
and citrus-flavored wine. The delicious fruits are 
sliced with tight acidity and a mineral edge. Drink 
now. Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Domaine de la Pepière 2017 Les Gras Mou-
tons Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This 

ripe wine is open and packed with fruit notes. Crisp 
lemon and fresh apple flavors are lifted even further 
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by refreshing juicy acidity. It is lively, bright, tight 
and zesty at the end. Drink now. Louis/Dressner 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Guilbaud Frères 2017 Domaine de la Mou-
tonnière Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

Fruit and a touch of pepper give this wine its com-
plex texture and spicy minerality. At the same time, 
fruitiness and crisp acidity add a refreshing charac-
ter and make the wine food friendly. Grape Expecta-
tions (CA). —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

88 Marquis de Goulaine 2016 Le Puy Ferrand Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). A perfumed 

wine, this has both great acidity and a tight, min-
eral texture. It conveys a crisp, lemon-zest character 
along with touches of spice and a zingy aftertaste. 
Drink now. Advantage International. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

88 Michel Delhommeau 2017 Harmonie Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Produced from 

organically grown grapes, like all the wines from 
Delhommeau, this wine is concentrated while bal-
anced, as its harmonious name suggests. It has ripe 
white and yellow fruits and a smooth texture, fin-
ishing with a touch of pepper. Drink now. European 
Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

88 Michel Delhommeau 2017 Saint Vincent Sur 
Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). From one of 

Delhommeau’s single vineyards, this wine is con-
centrated, bright with acidity and crisp fruits. Min-
erality and the steely character provide an intense 
texture while never losing sight of the fruitiness. 
Drink now. European Cellars. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

87 Domaine des Tilleuls 2017 Essentielle Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Crisp with citrus 

fruits, touches of pepper and spice, and lightly tex-
tured, this wine is bright and lively. Its acidity and 
open, easy character mean that it is ready to drink. 
Bordeaux Tradition. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Loire Proprietés 2015 La Marinière Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Soft and gently 

textured this is an easy, juicy and fruity wine. It has 
maturity without losing freshness, keeping the ripe 
lemon and kiwi flavors. The wine is ripe and ready 
to drink. Grapes and Greens. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

87 Sauvion 2017 Carte d’Or Sur Lie (Muscadet 
Sèvre et Maine). This rich style of Musca-

det is young and fruity, offering zestiness and a full 
texture. Acidity and intense apple are prominent in 
this still young wine. Drink now. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

87 Vignobles Chéneau 2017 Château de la 
Cormerais Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). 

Light, bright and crisp, this is a great food wine. 
With its acidity, pepper and spice flavor, and tight, 
bright aftertaste, it is balanced and ready to drink. 
Solstars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Domaine de la Pepière 2017 La Pepie Sur Lie 
(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). This wine has 

good fruit, crisp acidity and creamed-apple flavors. 
With its light texture and juicy acidity, it is totally 
ready to drink. Louis/Dressner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

86 Loire Proprietés 2016 Sur Lie (Muscadet 
Sèvre et Maine). This attractive, soft wine 

now has some bottle age that smooths out the crisp 
fruit and introduces flavors like almonds, spice and 
yeast. Drink now. Grapes and Greens. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

85 Lacheteau 2017 Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et 
Maine). This wine is soft, with lively lemon 

flavors. It is all about fruitiness, delicious acidity 
and a tangy aftertaste. Drink now. Plume Ridge. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

85 Sauvion 2017 Loire Valley (Muscadet Sèvre 
et Maine). This soft, lightly textured wine is 

bright and fruity. It has good acidity, a lively lemon-
zest character and a clean, perfumed aftertaste. 
Drink now. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

84 Loire Proprietés 2016 Les Roches Blanches 
Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). Bone dry 

and with intense acidity, this crisp wine is bright 
in character. On the finish there’s plenty of fresh-
ness and a lively texture. Drink now. Fine Terroirs 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

ANJOU

92 Domaine Laffourcade 2015 Clos de Quarts 
(Anjou). This single-vineyard wine is 

impressively ripe and rich. It is maturing although 
nowhere near its peak. The ripe apple, mango and 
kiwi fruits are matched by the intensity of the min-
eral texture. Let it age further and drink from 2020. 
Langdon Shiverick. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

91 Domaine du Petit Clocher 2017 Anjou. Super-
ripe grapes are the secret behind this rich 

wine. Although it is dry, this floral wine offers a 
touch of honey that balances the crisp apple fla-
vors and opulent texture. Still young, this intense 
wine deserves to age. Drink from 2020. Kinson The 
Future of Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

VOUVRAY

91 Alexandre Monmousseau 2016 Clos le Vigneau 
(Vouvray). Made in a dry style but with a 

honeyed edge, this is a balanced and crisp wine. 
Youthful acidity combines with flavors of almonds, 
quince and spice to give a wine that will be ready 
to drink from 2019. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

85 Michel Picard 2016 Le Petit Perroy (Vouvray). 
A soft wine, medium dry in character, this 

brings out the attractive almond and spice charac-
ter of the Chenin Blanc. It offers quince and pear 
flavors, with acidity and a ripe green-apple after-
taste. Drink this fruity wine now. Prestige Beverage 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

TOURAINE

89 Domaine de la Rochette 2015 Touraine Che-
nonceaux. Maturity has broadened this 

wine out and given it tropical flavors of mango and 
pineapple. It is a ripe wine, smoothly textured and 
with good intensity. It’s ready to drink. Franck’s 
Signature Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

88 Domaine Beauséjour 2017 Les Grenettes Sau-
vignon Blanc (Touraine). Lightly herbal and 

softly fruity, this ripe wine has refreshing acidity to 
balance. Its crisp zingy texture has a tight, mineral 
side from the chalk soil of the vineyard. Drink this 
refreshing wine now. LefGroup, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Domaine de la Rochette 2017 Famille Leclair 
Sauvignon (Touraine). This 91-acre estate 

has produced an immediately attractive, fruity 
wine. Lightly herbal it offers white and citrus fruits 
with a refreshing and tangy texture. Drink the wine 
now. Franck’s Signature Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Domaine du Vieil Orme 2017 Sauvignon 
(Touraine). This wine balances crisply 

herbal fruit with a riper creamy texture. That mix 
creates delicious, refreshing tension and lively acid-
ity along with warmer red-apple and quince flavors. 
Drink the wine now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

84 Loire Proprietés 2016 Vallée des Rois Sauvi-
gnon (Touraine). This is a soft, simple wine 

with remnants of crisp herbal flavors. The rounded 
texture and soft perfumes indicate a wine that is 
ready to drink. Grapes and Greens. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 
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SANCERRE

91 Domaine Anthony Girard 2016 Le Chêne Four-
chu (Sancerre). This is an intensely perfumed 

wine, full with apricot, kiwi and tight apple flavors. 
Still young, this rich, full-bodied wine is concen-
trated and ripe, demanding time to mature. Drink 
from 2019. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Domaine des Côtes Blanches 2017 Sancerre. 
This is an intense, tightly structured wine. 

Very mineral in character, it is as much about tex-
ture as about fruit. It needs some aging to fill out 
the fruitiness. Drink this complex wine from 2019. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

90 Michel Redde et Fils 2016 Les Tuilières 
(Sancerre). Based in Pouilly-sur-Loire, this 

producer also makes wines from across the river in 
Sancerre. Ripe and rich, this wine is as much bring-
ing out apple and citrus as more herbal flavors. The 
wine is ready to drink. Kobrand. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

89 Domaine Anthony Girard 2016 La Clef du 
Récit (Sancerre). This is a ripe, rich style 

of Sauvignon Blanc. It has as much tropical fruit 
as crisp acidity, giving a warm, full wine, zesty but 
intensely fruity. The wine is full in the mouth and 
will benefit from a few more months. Drink from 
late 2018. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Domaine François Millet 2017 Sancerre. This 
wine is ripe, with a balance between white 

stone fruits and tight citrus flavors. It is perfumed, 
full of fruit with a mineral edge. Still young, it will 
be better from late 2018. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

88 Thierry Véron 2016 Cave de la Bouquette 
(Sancerre). This wine is soft, with a warm, 

tropical-fruit character. With crisp acidity to back 
up the ripe fruit, it is a well-balanced wine, both 
crisp and generous. Drink now. Fine Terroirs LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

VAL DE LOIRE

88 Lieubeau 2017 Domaine de la Fruitière 
Vignes Blanches (Val de Loire). This blend 

seems to include most of the white grapes found in 
the western Loire—Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Folle Blanche, Melon de Bourgogne—and is none 
the worse for it. This combination keeps the cool 
crispness of the region, with its Atlantic influence, 
offering bright green fruits and intense perfumed 
acidity. Find seafood and drink the wine now. Euro-
pean Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Lieubeau 2017 Domaine de la Fruitière Char-
donnay (Val de Loire). Lightly barrel aged, 

this wine is ripe, hinting at spice and full of ripe 
apple and melon flavors. It has a crisp and nervy 
side to its fruitiness as well as a rounded, full after-
taste where the creamed toastiness comes through. 
Drink from late 2018. European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Domaine des Tilleuls 2017 Sélection Char-
donnay (Val de Loire). From vines in the 

Muscadet region, this cool, Atlantic-influenced 
wine is light, full of white-plum and apple flavors, 
with layers of acidity. The crisp aftertaste is full of 
juiciness. Drink now. Bordeaux Tradition. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Domaine du Petit Clocher 2015 Cuvée Max-
ence (Coteaux du Layon). The gold color 

immediately sets this botrytis-laden wine apart. 
It is a brilliantly rich wine, aged for a few months 
in barrel to give it even greater intensity. It’s full of 
honey and apricot flavors and packed with intense 
acidity. It is tough not to drink it now, but it will 
age for a long time, and be best opened after 2022. 
Deprez Wine & Spirits. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $20/500 ml 

91 Benoît Daridan 2016 Vieilles Vignes Romo-
rantin (Cour-Cheverny). The rare Romorantin 

finds its home in this small appellation at the heart 
of Cheverny. An intense wine, it’s rich, concentrated 
and immediately delicious. It offers quince and kiwi 
flavors as well as a steely edge, and is ready to drink. 
USA Wine West. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Michel Redde et Fils 2016 La Moynerie 
(Pouilly-Fumé). Named after this producer’s 

home winery, this wine is ripe and full of crystal-
clear fruit. Zesty acidity is comfortably surrounded 
by full-flavored fruitiness. It could do with some 
aging, so drink this rich wine from 2019. Kobrand. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Domaine Laffourcade 2016 Savennières. 
This rich, dry wine is opulent, with an 

intense spice and mineral texture. It offers ripe 
quince and green-plum flavors cut with tight acid-
ity. Still a young wine, it needs time. Drink from 
2020. Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

88 Benoît Daridan 2017 Sauvignon Blanc-
Chardonnay (Cheverny). The 80% Sauvi-

gnon Blanc in this blend with Chardonnay domi-
nates at this young stage. The wine has a strongly 
herbal character as well as green fruits, just gently 
mitigated by a more creamy backdrop. Bright and 

intense, the wine will be ready to drink from late 
2018. USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Domaine Anthony Girard 2016 La Clef du 
Récit (Menetou-Salon). This wine, with 

its soft, ripe fruit, is typical of its appellation. The 
herbal green-fruit character of Sauvignon Blanc 
is replaced by warmer, ripe tastes of yellow fruits 
and quince. The acidity is just right and in balance. 
Drink now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Lieubeau 2017 Domaine de la Fruitière Folle 
Blanche (Gros Plant du Pays Nantais). Folle 

Blanche (or Gros Plant) is the Muscadet region’s 
“other” grape (not Melon de Bourgogne). As with 
this bottling, it makes light-alcohol wines that are 
crisp—almost tart—and perfect for seafood. The 
green apple and tight citrus flavors are zingy and 
the wine is ready to drink. European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

CRÉMANT DE LOIRE

90 Domaine du Petit Clocher NV Brut (Crémant 
de Loire). This wine, like so many in the 

Loire, was aged in the chalk caves around the town 
of Saumur. An elegant blend of Chardonnay and 
Pinot Noir, it conveys a cool feel along with bright 
acidity and a creamy, apple aftertaste. Drink now. 
Kinson The Future of Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

88 Gratien et Meyer NV Brut (Crémant de Loire). 
A delicious, citrus and apple-flavored spar-

kling wine, this has a creamy texture and balanced 
acidity that cuts through the ripe fruitiness. A blend 
of Chenin Blanc, Cabernet Franc and Chardonnay, it 
is ready to drink. Mionetto USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

87 Gratien et Meyer NV Brut Rosé (Crémant de 
Loire). This is a soft, fruity wine, a blend of 

Cabernet Franc, Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Grol-
leau (often used for rosé wines in the Loire). The 
red-berry fruits are bright and lively, packed into 
a creamy mousse. Aged for three years after bot-
tling, the wine is now ready to drink. Mionetto USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

ROSÉS

90 Domaine François Millet 2017 Rosé 
(Sancerre). This is a rich, ripe and well-

balanced rosé. Made from Pinot Noir, it has hints of 
red cherry as well as red currants, with crisp inten-
sity and spice. It’s ready to drink now. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 
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87 Domaine Audebert et Fils 2017 Rosé (Bour-
gueil). This ripe, red-fruit-flavored wine is 

soft and perfumed. Made from Cabernet Franc, it 
has a caramel richness as well as crisper acidity and 
fruitiness. It’s an easy wine, ready to drink now. Jeff 
Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaine les Pins 2017 Rosé (Bourgueil). 
Made from Cabernet Franc, this rich, tex-

tured and structured wine is full and rounded. It 
has perfumed flavors, a touch of caramel and plenty 
of balanced acidity. It is ready to drink. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Domaine des Côtes Blanches 2017 Rosé 
(Sancerre). Sancerre rosé is always 100% 

Pinot Noir. In this wine, it gives ripe red-currant 
and wild-strawberry flavors over a base of tight, 
intense acidity. Lightly textured, it is ready to drink. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 86% Price: $27 

85 Domaine du Petit Clocher 2017 Rosé d’Anjou. 
Soft and medium sweet, this is a light and 

fruity wine. Wild strawberries and an attractive 
touch of acidity give a refreshing, easy aftertaste. 
Drink now. Cru Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $18 

86 UVAL 2017 Terra Nostra (Rosé de Loire). 
Light, poised and easy to drink, this wine is 

bright, crisp and fruity, with good acidity. The soft 
texture makes it a great aperitif wine. Drink imme-
diately. Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

85 Domaine des Herbauges 2017 Grolleau Gris 
(Val de Loire). This wine is light, crisp and 

clean, with bright acidity. The red fruits, lemon fla-
vors and tight texture give a refreshing wine that is 
totally ready to drink. Franck’s Signature Wines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

LOIRE VALLEY
RED WINES

ANJOU-SAUMUR

90 Domaine du Petit Clocher 2016 Anjou Vil-
lages. The Anjou Villages appellation is 

warm enough to ripen both versions of Cabernet, 
Franc and Sauvignon. This rich while balanced wine 
is good proof of that with its ripe black fruits and 
acidity. It wouldn’t be Loire without the smoky, 
lightly stalky backdrop that will allow the wine to 
age. Drink from 2020. OSLO Enterprise LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Domaine des Grillemonts 2016 Saumur-
Champigny. This wine comes from a small 

appellation that borders the Loire east of Saumur. 
While the style of the wine is for early drinking, it 
has enough tannin to sustain some aging as well. 
The juicy, ripe character of the wine is balanced by 
the smokiness and dry core. Drink the wine now, 
but it will be better from 2020. Jeff Welburn Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Domaine du Petit Clocher 2017 Anjou. This 
wine is all perfumed fruit, with a smoky, 

stalky character that comes from the cool vineyard 
along with a touch of fruit tannin. Black-currant 
and red fruits are right up front. Drink from 2019. 
Cru Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

TOURAINE

89 Domaine Audebert et Fils 2016 Bourgueil. 
While it is still young, this wine has the 

rich, structured character of this appellation. It is 
smoky, with some firm tannins that will soften into 
the red-berry fruits. Drink from 2019. Jeff Welburn 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Domaine Gouron 2017 Cuvée Domaine (Chi-
non). Obviously still very young, this is a 

red-fruit-dominated, smoky wine. It has good depth 
of flavor, with perfumed black-currant flavors. 
The wine should age, although its fruit is delicious 
now. To appreciate the wine best, drink from 2019. 
Franck’s Signature Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Domaine Beauséjour 2017 Cuvée Vincent 
Gamay Noir (Touraine). This wine is all about 

ripe fruit. Blackberry flavors and crisp acidity come 
together in this juicy wine, with its bright fruitiness 
and soft texture. It is ready to drink. LefGroup, LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

CENTRAL LOIRE

91 Domaine Anthony Girard 2016 La Clef du Récit 
(Sancerre). This ripe and perfumed wine is 

full of rich black cherry and spice. It is balanced 
with acidity, fine, dusty tannins and a full, juicy 
aftertaste. The wine is still young, with a touch of 
licorice and bitter extraction that will dissipate. 
Drink from 2020. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

87 Benoît Daridan 2016 Cheverny. The blend of 
Pinot Noir and Gamay in this soft, red-fruit-

flavored wine is easy and gently toasty. It has red-
berry and spice flavors as well as a bitter edge that 
needs to soften. Wait to drink this wine until 2019. 
USA Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

BORDEAUX
RED WINES

SAINT-ESTÈPHE

92 Château Haut Tour de Coutelin 2015 Saint-
Estèphe. This Estager family’s structured 

blend of Merlot, Cabernets Sauvignon and Franc 
and Petit Verdot has good aging potential. It is a 
rich, firm wine packed with great fruit and juicy 
acidity. Smoky, ripe and generous, the wine will age 
well. Drink from 2023. Youngs Market Co. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Château Phélan-Ségur 2015 La Croix Bonis 
(Saint-Estèphe). From parcels within the 

Phélan-Ségur vineyard, this wine is juicy although 
with the tannins typical of the appellation. With its 
powerfully structured, rich blackberry fruits and 
acidity, it is likely to age well, giving a wine ready to 
drink from 2023. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

90 Château Martin 2015 Cuvée la Peseille 
(Saint-Estèphe). Ripe, spicy and with a 

good line of acidity, black-currant fruit and an aro-
matic character, this is a balanced wine. It is poised, 
with soft tannins that are well integrated into the 
wine’s structure. Drink from 2020. Vinadeis Ameri-
cas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

MARGAUX

92 Château Kirwan 2015 K de Kirwan (Mar-
gaux). Produced mainly from younger vines 

at Château Kirwan, this is the estate’s second wine. 
It is ripe with berry fruit, dense tannins and the 
potential of further aging. It is on the point of show-
ing signs of maturity, as the fruit conveys mush-
room as well as berry flavors. Drink from 2021. MS 
Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

91 Château Durfort-Vivens 2015 Le Relais de Dur-
fort-Vivens (Margaux). This wine from the 

biodynamic Durfort-Vivens estate is structured. It 
has all the ripe, juicy fruit of the vintage along with 
firm tannins and a potential for aging. Layered and 
well balanced, the wine will be ready to drink from 
2022. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

OTHER HAUT-MÉDOC

92 Château Teynac 2014 Saint-Julien. This ripe, 
sophisticated wine from a 27-acre vineyard 

is dense, structured and still young. Packed with 
fruit and tannins, it is one of the rare wines in the 
appellation not to be classified in as a Grand Cru. 
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However, that means the wine is a great value and it 
certainly has the aging ability. Drink from 2023. MS 
Walker. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

88 Château Richebon 2014 Pauillac. This wine 
comes from a six-acre estate that belongs 

to the owners of neighboring classed growth Châ-
teau Croizet-Bages. Get through the initial dirty 
barnyard character and there are density, generous 
tannins and black fruits. Hints of wood aging and 
juicy acidity are present along with a firm after-
taste. Drink this wine from 2022. Vinadeis Ameri-
cas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

87 Château les Hauts de Gadet 2015 Haut-
Médoc. The vineyard, just north of Saint-

Estèphe, has produced a structured while also fruity 
wine. The tannins support black-currant fruits, 
juicy acidity and a spicy, crisp aftertaste. Drink from 
2020. Vinadeis Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

MÉDOC

90 Château Bois Mondont 2015 Médoc. Still 
showing its wood aging, this wine is packed 

with black-currant fruits, firm tannins as well as 
layers of acidity and fruitiness. The high proportion 
of Merlot gives the wine a delicious juicy charac-
ter that will develop further as it ages. Drink from 
2022. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Château Castera 2012 Médoc. Still surpris-
ingly dominated by its wood aging, this is 

a rich, spicy wine. Black-currant fruits and juicy 
acidity need more time to develop and balance out 
the wood. Drink from 2020. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Château Castera 2016 Château Bourbon la 
Chapelle (Médoc). This wine is a selection 

from the Castera estate. The high proportion of 
Cabernet Sauvignon gives it black-currant fruits 
and fine tannins. Rich and still young, the wine will 
age well and should be drunk from 2022. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

PESSAC-LÉOGNAN

92 Château Bardins 2015 Les Helloties (Pessac-
Léognan). This reserve wine is a powerful 

and ripe expression of Cabernet fruit, both Franc 
and Sauvignon. It has firm tannins, bold berry fla-
vors and a rich finish. Drink this wine from 2021. 
Matinicus Wines, LLC. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

91 Château Roche-Lalande 2015 Pessac-Léog-
nan. The vines of this Domaines Rodrigues-

Lalande estate grow around the village of Martillac, 
neighboring some of the area’s top classed-growth 
estates. The wine, well balanced between Merlot 
and Cabernet Sauvignon, is rich while well struc-
tured with spice and tannins. With its great fruit 
and ripe character, the wine will age. Drink from 
2022. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Château Bardins 2015 Pessac-Léognan. Ripe 
fruit and rich tannins mark this wine out. 

It shows a blend of structure and ripe fruit, along 
with firm young tannins. It has good potential with 
its generous black-fruit flavors. Drink this complex 
wine from 2021. Matinicus Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

90 Château Pont Saint-Martin 2015 Pessac-
Léognan. This rich Domaines Rodrigues-

Lalande wine is already well balanced. It has dense, 
dusty tannins, rich blackberry flavors and a general 
sense of comfortable ripeness. Its structure and 
concentration don’t detract from its elegance. Drink 
this full wine from 2022. Apollo Fine Wines & Spir-
its. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

88 Château Bardins 2014 Pessac-Léognan. This 
wine shows all the fruitiness that is char-

acteristic of this attractive vintage. It also brings 
in ripe berry fruits along with a background of firm 
tannins. Drink this structured wine with its appeal-
ing fruit from 2019. Matinicus Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

87 Domaines Rodrigues-Lalande 2015 Les Hauts 
de Martillac du Château Rodrigues-Lalande 

(Pessac-Léognan). José and Brigitte Rodrigues-Lal-
ande are gung-ho on Pessac-Léognan. This ripe wine 
is ready-to-drink, full of black-currant fruit, spice 
and well-integrated tannins. With its balanced 
acidity, it is ripe and smoky with a crisp aftertaste. 
Drink now. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

GRAVES

91 Château de Cérons 2016 Graves. This rich, 
structured wine comes from an historic 

64-acre estate close to the Garonne river. Spice, 
black-currant fruits and a good core of tannins all 
promise aging for this ripe wine. It will be best to 
drink from 2022. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

88 Château de Castres 2015 Graves. Still firm 
with tannins, this wine is ripe, enjoying 

great black-fruit flavors. The 12 months in wood 
have enhanced the structure and the dry core, 
which both need to soften. Coming from the north-
ern Graves, close to Pessac-Léognan, the wine has 

rich potential as well as good fruit. Drink from 
2021. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

88 Château de Cérons 2016 Château Calvimont 
(Graves). In effect, this is the second wine 

of Château de Cérons, produced from a dedicated 
parcel of vines. It has freshness, good acidity and 
some dense tannins that go through the fruit. It will 
age relatively quickly with its attractive fruitiness. 
Drink from 2021. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Château la Tuilerie 2012 Graves. This is a 
fruity wine with soft tannins and plenty of 

juicy acidity. It is bright, full of black-currant fla-
vors with a perfumed character. Coming from the 
northern part of Graves, close to Pessac-Léognan, 
it shares some of the same structure. It is ready to 
drink. Vinadeis Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

SAINT-ÉMILION

97 Château la Gaffelière 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
From its privileged position on the sweep 

of vines leading up to the medieveal city of Saint-
Émilion, this estate has made an impressive wine 
in this vintage. It is rich and concentrated both in 
its structure and its black fruits. Complex, dark and 
dense, it can age for many years. Drink from 2026. 
Millésima USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

97 Château Pavie Macquin 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
This is a beautifully crafted, structured 

wine. From its ripe black-currant fruits through 
the acidity and tense tannins, to the full, generous 
aftertaste, the wine impresses. It has great fruit, 
balanced acidity and a good potential. Drink from 
2025. Millésima USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $92 

96 Château Troplong Mondot 2015 Saint-Émil-
ion. In keeping with the new style from this 

estate, this is a powerful, opulent wine. Its density, 
concentration and layers of dark fruits are all of a 
piece, held together by powerful tannins. Touches of 
black coffee and spice emphasize the richness of the 
fruit and the opulent aftertaste. Drink from 2025. 
Millésima USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $125 

96 Château Trottevieille 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
This estate always produces serious wines, 

but with this vintage it has added a layer of sump-
tuous fruit that enhances the complex, dark profile. 
A strong texture and concentrated tannins are bal-
anced by the juicy black-currant flavors and pow-
erful aftertaste. Drink from 2026. Millésima USA. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $99 
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96 Clos Fourtet 2015 Saint-Émilion. Situated 
against the walls of Saint-Émilion, this 

estate is producing impressive wines like this vin-
tage with its balance of acidity and opulent, ripe 
black fruits. Freshness and richness combine in this 
wine that has a powerful structure that will let it 
age for many years. Drink from 2025. Clos Fourtet. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

94 Château la Dominique 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
This rich, balanced wine comes from an 

estate that is performing in top gear. It is a generous 
wine, showing the luscious fruit of the vintage along 
with a good structure of dense tannins and layers of 
wood aging. Drink this ripe wine from 2024. Mil-
lésima USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

94 Château La Tour Figeac 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
This estate, run on biodynamic principles, 

has made a rich wine with density and intense, 
pure black-currant fruits. It has a firm backbone of 
tannins along with perfumed minerality from the 
Cabernet Franc in the blend. Drink this wine from 
2024. Château La Tour Figeac. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château Dassault 2015 Saint-Émilion. Spicy, 
packed with dark fruit, rich chocolate and 

pepper, this is a powerful, sumptuous wine. Juicy 
fruit is beginning to shine through this generous 
exterior, promising a good potential and the like-
lihood the wine will be ready to drink from 2023. 
Château Dassault. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Château la Couspaude 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
This estate, just to the east of the city of 

Saint-Émilion, has produced a spicy wine with lay-
ers of dark chocolate and wood flavors. The wine 
has weight and a rich texture that still allows room 
for the ripe black-currant fruits. Drink from 2025. 
Château la Couspaude. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

92 Château Cruzeau 2016 Saint-Émilion. This 
fortified chateau dates to the 16th century. 

Today’s wine comes from 11 acres of vines domi-
nated by Merlot. It is a firmly structured wine, with 
good tannins, ripe blackberries and spiciness. Still 
firm, the wine needs to age. Drink from 2024. Misa 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Château Grand Mayne 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
This huge wine seems to revel in its rich and 

powerful fruits. It has a serious side as well, coming 
from dark tannins, black chocolate and wood-aging 
flavors. If it seems extracted at this stage, that fruit 
will come to balance the wine as it matures further. 
Drink from 2024. Millésima USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Château la Chapelle aux Moines 2015 Saint-
Émilion. This 19th-century estate is situated 

on Saint-Émilion’s east side. With its ripe spiciness 
and firm wood flavors it has all the structure needed 
for aging. That contrasts well with the bold black 
fruits and perfume from the Cabernet Franc. Drink 
this wine from 2023. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Château Grand Corbin Manuel 2015 Saint-
Émilion. One of three de Gaye family estates, 

this small 17-acre proprerty has produced an 
intense wine, black with dark tannins and black-
plum flavors. There is no doubt about the weight of 
the wine and it has plenty of fruit to balance the big 
tannins and dark-coffee flavors. Drink from 2023. 
Saranty Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Château Valade 2012 Cuvée Renaissance 
(Saint-Émilion). Rich with dusty tannins and 

now-mature fruits, this wine is ripe, full bodied and 
concentrated. Black-plum flavors are up front along 
with the smoky flavors, juicy black-currant after-
taste and some further aging potential. Drink now 
or keep until 2020. Vinadeis Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

91 Clos Labarde 2015 Saint-Émilion. This sump-
tuous wine is generous and packed with fruit. 

Behind the swathes of ripe black-plum flavors lie 
firmer tannins and a dense structure that will allow 
the wine to age. Drink this rich wine from 2022. 
Joanne Bordeaux USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Maison Bertrand Ravache 2016 Les Hauts de la 
Gaffelière Sélection d’Excellence (Saint-Émil-

ion). This rich, ripe wine is also balanced. Named 
after the Saint-Émilion classed-growth estate Châ-
teau la Gaffelière (although no longer produced by 
that estate), the wine has great style and plenty 
of black-currant acidity as well as generous tan-
nins. Drink from 2022. Cognac One, LLC. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Château Grand Corbin Manuel 2016 Saint-
Émilion. From a 17-acre estate close to 

Pomerol, this wine is powerful and dense, summing 
up the richness of the vintage. It is opulent, already 
juicy and densely ripe with black-currant fruits. It 
has concentration and a dry core that will soften 
as the wine develops. Drink from 2022. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

89 Château Haut-Cadet 2015 Saint-Émilion. 
From an estate situated close to the vine-

yards of Pomerol, the 82% Merlot in this blend 
gives a sumptuous wine that will be ripe and full 
when it matures. The obtrusive wood flavors need 

to calm down first, so wait to drink the wine until 
2022. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Château Dubourg 2014 Saint-Émilion. This 
nine-acre estate lies in the flat land of 

Saint-Émilion below the famed slopes and plateau. 
It is in an open, fruity style with a dominance of 
80% Merlot with 20% Cabernet Franc giving juicy 
acidity, red fruits and some concentration. Drink 
from 2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Château Haut-Cadet 2016 Saint-Émilion. 
This wine is perfumed, structured and 

rich. Full of black-currant flavors, rich in tannins 
and obviously still very young, it is going to develop 
into a powerful, ripe wine, with plenty of fruit and 
mature tannins. Drink from 2021. Saranty Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Château Moulin de Lagnet 2015 Saint-Émil-
ion. This blend of 80% Merlot and 20% 

Cabernet Franc is ripe, showing red-berry flavors 
and an excellent potential. Made from organically 
grown grapes, it is perfumed and richly fruity, with 
spice and juicy acidity at the end. Drink from 2021. 
Natural Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

87 Château Moulin de Lagnet 2015 Merlot 
(Saint-Émilion). Ripe while still firmly tan-

nic, this wine is still very young. It has a tough char-
acter from the dry extraction and new-wood aging, 
leaving a bitter edge that needs to soften. Made 
from organically grown grapes, the wine will likely 
be ready to drink from 2022. Natural Merchants, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

MONTAGNE-SAINT-ÉMILION

92 Château la Croix Bonneau 2016 Cuvée Pres-
tige (Montagne-Saint-Émilion). This is a 

ripe, sophisticated wine. Its structure and tannins 
give it weight, concentration and richness. Berry 
fruits, spice from wood aging and a generous texture 
all contribute to this fine wine. Drink from 2023. 
MS Walker. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Château la Bastidette 2015 Montagne-
Saint-Émilion. This wine is full of ripe tan-

nins along with dense, juicy black fruits. It is bal-
anced, with tannins and spice on the one hand and 
great fruit and acidity on the other, promising good 
aging potential. This is a wine to keep and drink 
from 2022. Cognac One, LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 



BUYINGGUIDE

40  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  SEPTEMBER 2018

PUISSEGUIN SAINT-ÉMILION

90 Château Fongaban 2016 Puisseguin Saint-
Émilion. For the region, this Taïx family 

property is large at 79 acres. Wood aging has given 
this wine a smoky, spicy character that contrasts 
with the juicy black-cherry and blueberry flavors. 
Its structure is still firm, showing the tannins of the 
vintage. Drink from 2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Château Vieux Barrail 2015 Puisseguin 
Saint-Émilion. The high amount of chalk 

in the soil of this estate shows in the strongly min-
eral texture of the wine. With layers of black cur-
rant flavors, the wine is fruity while also structured. 
Its tannins and firm core promise some good aging. 
Drink from 2022. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Château Bel Air 2015 Puisseguin Saint-Émil-
ion. This firm, structured wine conveys a 

certain austerity. There is fruit but the skeleton 
of the wine is very present, emphasized by the 
tannins. The dry core needs to soften to allow the 
black-currant fruit to come through. Drink from 
2021. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

LUSSAC SAINT-ÉMILION

91 Château Haut la Grenière 2015 Lussac Saint-
Émilion. This 17th-century estate is on the 

plateau of Lussac, with 12 acres of silica and clay 
soil. The wine has a smoky edge along with per-
fumes from the Cabernet Franc in the blend. Its 
berry flavors, ripe tannins and cinnamon touch 
are rich and promise some good aging. Drink from 
2022. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

90 Château la Claymore 2016 Lussac Saint-
Émilion. This fruity, juicy wine offers 

some well-structured tannins. Aged in wood for 18 
months, it is ripe, concentrated and full of black-
currant and blueberry flavors. It is a wine with 
potential; drink from 2022. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Château de Lussac 2014 Cuvée Bellevue 
(Lussac Saint-Émilion). The 48% Cabernet 

Franc in this wine gives it a smoky perfume. Dry and 
still firm, the structure offers ripe tannins, hints of 
wood aging and fragrant blackberry fruits. The wine 
needs to age a little longer, so drink from 2020. 
Vinadeis Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

86 Château la Claymore 2016 Château Moulin 
de Fontmurée (Lussac Saint-Émilion). This 

wine is dry, with some firm extraction that is mask-
ing the fruit. It is fruity and juicy but the bitter, dry 

edge is not helping the wine’s natural fruitiness. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

POMEROL

90 Château Franc Maillet 2014 Cuvée Montille 
(Pomerol). This ripe, Merlot-dominated 

blend is packed with the berry fruits typical of the 
vintage. There is a spicy edge to this rich wine that 
offers smooth tannins and a juicy aftertaste. It will 
age relatively quickly, so drink from 2020. Vinadeis 
Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

LALANDE DE POMEROL

92 Château des Arnauds 2016 Cuvée des Capu-
cins (Lalande de Pomerol). This powerful, 

concentrated wine has fine tannins and a rich tex-
ture. It is solid, ripe, full of both wood flavors and 
generous blackberry fruit from 90% Merlot. It is 
already balanced but will benefit from aging. Drink 
from 2023. MS Walker. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

91 Château de Chambrun 2015 Lalande de 
Pomerol. From the first vintage aged in a new 

cellar, thsi wine is precise, dense and full-bodied 
wine. Rich black-currant and black-plum flavors 
contrast with the wine’s young structure and acid-
ity. It will age well and should be drunk from 2022. 
Calvert Woodley Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Château Moncets 2015 Lalande de Pomerol. 
This wine, hugely rich and packed with 

tannins, has equally powerful black fruits. Its rich 
texture and blackberry and licorice flavors will need 
considerable time to integrate fully. The estate, 
which dates to 1770, is now under the same owner-
ship as Château de Chambrun. Drink this wine from 
2022. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Clos des Grands Moines 2015 Lalande de 
Pomerol. Dominated by 80% Merlot, this 

wine is smooth, ripe and generous. Gentle tannins 
are balanced with rich berry and black-currant 
fruit, kept crisp by acidity. With its smooth tex-
ture, the wine is developing fast and will be ready 
to drink from 2019. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

88 Château La Croix Romane 2016 Lalande de 
Pomerol. This 21-acre estate has produced 

a structured, firm wine. The 80% Merlot gives 
plenty of berry fruits as well as ripe, spicy tannins. 
It is still a young wine, showing a direct fruitiness 
that needs to soften. Drink from 2022. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

FRONSAC

91 Château de la Dauphine 2015 Fronsac. This is 
a ripe, lightly toasty wine, rich with black-

berry flavors and showing considerable weight. It 
offers a touch of licorice, a firm core and the poten-
tial to age. This is the first vintage under the Jean-
Claude Labrune family for this 130-acre organic 
Fronsac estate. Drink from 2022. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Château de la Dauphine 2014 Fronsac. With 
90% Merlot, this is a rich, dense wine. Its 

alcohol shows in the pepper and rich spice character 
and in the dark, extracted flavors. Happily, plenty 
of ripe black-plum fruit from the 130-acre organic 
estate gives the wine potential balance. Drink from 
2021. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Tessendey 2015 Fronsac. The 
d’Arfeuille family, also owners of vineyards 

in Saint-Émilion, have produced a richly juicy wine 
from this 20-acre estate. It’s a rich wine with fine 
tannins, a smoky character, strongly structured and 
with excellent potential. Drink from 2023. Freder-
ick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Château de la Dauphine 2012 Fronsac. From 
an organic estate this offers ripe fruit hint-

ing at maturity, balanced acidity and a core of tan-
nin. There is some alcohol heat, so approach this 
wine with care, but there is plenty to enjoy. Drink 
from 2019. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

BORDEAUX SUPÉRIEUR

90 Château Haut Gaudin 2016 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. This ripe, spicy wine shows indications 

of wood aging. At the same time it offers plenty of 
fruit, bright acidity and forward black-currant fla-
vors. Made from two-thirds Merlot and one-third 
Cabernet Sauvignon, the wine has good potential. 
Drink from 2021. MS Walker. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Château Jeanguillon 2015 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. This wine comes from Château Vrai 

Caillou’s 98-acre vineyard on a 220-acre plateau in 
the eastern Entre-deux-Mers. It is in a fruity style, 
just touched with wood and with some concentra-
tion from old vines. The wine has potential and will 
be ready to drink from 2021. Misa Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Maison Bertrand Ravache 2016 Les Hauts 
de la Gaffelière Sélection d’Excellence (Bor-

deaux Supérieur). This dense wine produced from 
organically grown grapes has a solid structure and 
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is full of black fruits. It is big, with flavors of dark 
chocolate, licorice and dark plums. It’s not a wine to 
approach lightly and will take some time to soften. 
Drink from 2021. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Cap Royal 2016 Bordeaux Supérieur. This 
blend, supervised by the technical direc-

tor of Château Pichon Baron in Pauillac, is firm and 
structured, with the ability to age. The rich berry 
fruits are already delicious, although the wine’s 
tannins will need some time to soften. Drink from 
2021. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château Haut-La-Péreyre 2016 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. This rich, ripe wine with red-

berry fruits comes from the southern part of the 
Entre-deux-Mers region near the town of Cadillac. 
Dominated by Merlot, the blend is full of juicy fruit, 
with plenty of acidity to balance the gentle tannins. 
Drink from 2019. Vintage ’59 Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Kirkland Signature 2015 Petit Freylon (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). A soft and rich example of 

this excellent vintage, this wine is spicy and juicy, 
with layers of blackberry fruits and generous tan-
nins. An open, accessible and ripe wine, it will be 
ready to drink from early 2019. DC Flynt MW Selec-
tions. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

BORDEAUX

89 Château Motte Maucourt 2016 Bordeaux. 
Firm tannins and concentrated fruit make 

for a wine with a dense texture and a solid struc-
ture. The blackberry fruit is ripe, balanced by juicy 
acidity and a touch of spice from wood aging. Drink 
from 2020. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Château de Rouquette 2015 Bordeaux. This 
wine has some richness. Full berry fruits 

are balanced by acidity and layers of tannins. The 
wine has good potential, exhibiting the ripe fruit of 
the vintage. Drink from 2020. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Château Taussin 2017 Bordeaux. This firm, 
structured wine will age well. It’s still 

young, juicy with direct black-currant flavors. The 
wine will be ready to drink from 2021. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Famille Bécot 2015 Instant Bécot (Bor-
deaux). Produced by the team from Saint-

Émilion classed-growth Château Beau-Séjour 
Bécot, this wine comes from selected old vines. It 
has weight and just the right concentration as well 

as poised blackberry fruits and acidity. Drink this 
wine from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Cave du Marmandais 2016 Murets de Mez 
(Bordeaux). This young wine is already 

smooth. Vibrant red-berry flavors and acidity come 
through the gentle tannins and soft, ripe texture. 
The wine is young, but its fruitiness makes it drink-
able now. Elite Brands. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Château Haut Jamin 2017 Bordeaux. Bal-
anced and structured, this wine has some 

richness as well as an excellent tannin core. Along 
with the berry fruits and acidity, all the elements 
are coming into place. It shows good potential. 
Drink from 2021. MS Walker. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Château la Freynelle 2016 Merlot-Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Bordeaux). This soft, lightly 

toasty wine is smooth and ready to drink. Dusty 
tannins are well integrated into the black-currant 
fruits and acidity, giving a rich wine. The estate has 
been owned by the Barthe family since 1789. Aqui-
taine Wine Company. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

87 Château la Maragane 2015 Bordeaux. From 
Jean-Paul and Virginie Bougès’ small organic 

estate 30 miles southeast of Bordeaux, this wine is 
ripe and softly fruity. Just enough acidity and tan-
nins give the berry fruits some aging potential but 
not too long. This wine will be ready from 2019. 
Metropolis Wine Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Chateau Malbat 2017 L’Authentique (Bor-
deaux). Pale in color, this herbal-flavored 

wine is crisp, packed with fruit and refreshing to 
drink. A fine line in acidity balances the ripe straw-
berry flavors. Drink now. Kalara Import. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Château Roc de Ségur 2016 Bordeaux. This 
structured wine comes from a chateau in 

the the eastern Entre-deux-Mers. Firm tannins and 
acidity combine well with juicy black-currant fla-
vors. A dry core indicates that the wine will age. and 
be ready from 2020. MS Walker. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Maison Bertrand Ravache 2015 Les Hauts 
de la Gaffelière Sélection d’Excellence (Bor-

deaux). With a soft texture and open red fruits, this 
is a ripe wine. Its tannins intergrate well into the 
perfumed fruitiness and juicy aftertaste. It’s ready 
to drink. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Schröder & Schÿler 2015 Chartron la Fleur 
(Bordeaux). This is a branded Bordeaux 

from the negociant firm that owns Château Kirwan 
in Margaux. This wine is certainly not as grand as 

those from that estate, but it has plenty of ripe 
blackberry flavors that are now maturing and a 
touch of tannin. Drink now. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

86 Cave du Marmandais 2016 La Loge (Bor-
deaux). Some grower members of this 

cooperative have vines in Bordeaux and this wine 
comes from those vineyards. It is soft, dominated 
by the red fruits of Merlot and set to be drinkable in 
2019. Solstars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Couleurs d’Aquitaine 2015 Epoque Collection 
Terroir (Bordeaux). Rich berry fruits give 

this oak-aged wine a ripe, full and smooth charac-
ter. Its fruitiness contrasts with the edge of tannins 
and spice that make for a full, ready-to-drink wine. 
This is part of a range of wines from different wine-
making areas of Aquitaine (the region centered on 
Bordeaux). Metropolis Wine Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

85 Cave du Marmandais 2016 Petit Lixandre 
(Bordeaux). From the easternmost vine-

yards in Bordeaux, this wine is soft and youthfully 
ripe. Its red fruits, gentle tannins and smooth Mer-
lot texture are lightly lifted by acidity. Drink from 
2019. Solstars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

85 Château La Maroutine 2015 Bordeaux. Tight 
red currants and soft tannins give a wine 

that is bright and packed with fruitiness. The blend 
of 80% Merlot with Cabernet Sauvignon is lightly 
oaked, but mainly fruity. Drink from 2019. Freder-
ick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

84 Cave du Marmandais 2016 Château Campot 
Lafont (Bordeaux). This is a tight, acid and 

black-currant-fruited wine. Still young, it has firm 
tannins and a bitter edge that needs to blow away. 
Drink from 2019. LVC Las Vegas Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

BORDEAUX CLAIRET

88 Château Maison Noble 2017 Bordeaux 
Clairet. Lighter than a red and darker than 

rosé, this food-friendly style wine is the original 
claret as known to the British. Great red fruits and a 
generous character have given this ripe, jammy wine 
an attractive, rich character. It has spice and tan-
nins as well as the fruit, all coming together well. 
Drink from late 2018. Lynda Allison Cellar Selec-
tions. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Château Turcaud 2017 Bordeaux Clairet. 
Food is an important partner to Clairet.

Firm with fine tannins, this wine has weight as well 
as rich red fruits. It shows a good balance between 
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the fruit and the structure of the wine. Try it from 
late 2018. Sussex Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Château de Lisennes 2017 Bordeaux Clairet. 
A Clairet is darker than rosé and offers more 

fruit. Ripe strawberry flavors and a touch of tannin 
give this wine richness and attractive spiciness. A 
juicy, fruity wine, it’s bright with acidity and has a 
rich aftertaste. Drink now. Connoisseur Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Château de Parenchère 2017 Bordeaux 
Clairet. Clairet means clear, and the result-

ing wine—a favorite of Eleanor of Aquitaine in the 
13th century—is just lighter in color than a red. Crisp 
with a dry texture, this is a spicy wine. Its structure 
and tannins are balanced with acidity to give a rich 
wine that could age a few months. Drink from late 
2018. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

82 Château de Marsan 2017 Bordeaux Clairet. 
The toffee aromas of this wine are followed 

by an unbalanced character of Clairet on the palate. 
Dry and not very fruity now, it will probably remain 
like this. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Château Bréhat 2015 Castillon Côtes de Bor-
deaux. Firm tannins along with ripe and 

juicy berry fruits mark out this rich wine. Aged par-
tially in wood, this blend is dominated by Merlot. 
Juicy, full of solid tannins, the wine will age for sev-
eral more years. Drink from 2021. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Château Haut-Mangaud 2016 Vieilli en Fût 
de Chêne (Côtes de Bourg). This soft, ripe 

wine is full of black-currant fruit with a rounded 
texture. It shows some of the tannins of the vintage, 
but the wine focuses on the ripe fruit with a warm 
character. Drink this wine from 2019. Apollo Fine 
Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Château la Gamaye 2015 Cuvée Prestige 
(Blaye Côtes de Bordeaux). This 90% Mer-

lot wine reflects the generous texture and ripe red-
berry fruits of the vintage. It is already showing 
signs of maturing, softening the fruit and moving 
towards some secondary flavors. Drink this wine 
from 2019. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Château la Gamaye 2016 Cuvée Prestige 
(Blaye Côtes de Bordeaux). Already almost 

drinkable, this ripe, generously tannic wine is 
packed with bold black fruits that follow through to 
acidity and a juicy aftertaste. Full but not too heavy, 
drink from 2020. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

BORDEAUX
WHITE WINES

SAUTERNES

96 Château Rieussec 2015 Sauternes. Spice, 
honey and botrytis are the dominant char-

acters of this full wine. The acidity comes later, with 
hints of citrus and lemon curd. It is still young and 
developing, but has excellent potential. Drink from 
2022. Esprit du Vin. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

95 Château de Fargues 2014 Sauternes. This 
wine from Alexandre de Lur Saluces shows 

exemplary balance. It is crisply poised, bringing 
together plenty of rich fruit and honey along with 
intense acidity. The wine is developing quickly and 
will be ready to drink from 2020. Château de Far-
gues. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $200 

94 Château Doisy-Védrines 2015 Sauternes. 
This luscious wine from Olivier Casteja is 

full of ripe fruit, apricots and honey. It comes from 
vineyards on the highest plateau in Barsac. Cut with 
lively acidity, and showing a light touch, it has both 
elegance and richness, and will age well over many 
years. Drink this wine from 2023. Joanne Bordeaux 
USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

93 Clos Haut-Peyraguey 2015 Sauternes. Poised 
between crispness and richness, this is a 

well-balanced wine. With touches of spice as well as 
fragrant honey and orange-marmalade flavors, the 
wine is already delicious. It also will age well, with 
a ripe, generous future. Drink the wine from 2023. 
Bernard Magrez. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Château Simon 2015 Cuvée Exceptionnelle 
(Sauternes). This wine from Barsac vines 

50 years and older is only produced in exceptional 
vintages. It is luscious and rich, full of ripe apricot 
and mango flavors. It has acacia-honey sweetness, 
a dry core of botrytis and a rich backdrop. It’s still 
developing; drink from 2022. Dionysos Imports Inc. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

92 Château Suduiraut 2013 Castelnau de 
Suduiraut (Sauternes). Rich and dense, this 

wine is full, generous and intense. It is not quite 
mature, although it is already delicious with spice, 
layers of botrytis and aromatic honey. Remember 
that 2013 was a fine Sauternes vintage and the wine 
will age further. Drink from 2021. Château Pichon-
Longueville. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Château Suduiraut 2012 Castelnau de 
Suduiraut (Sauternes). This generous and 

opulent wine is full and ripe, with well intergrated 
fruit. It offers spice and layers of rich honey and is 
ready to drink. Château Pichon-Longueville. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Château Simon 2015 Sauternes. Already 
developing well, this rich wine is balanced by 

acidity. It offers spice, generous apricot and wild-
flower-honey flavors and a core of botrytis. This 
wine from Anne-Laure Dufour is still young and will 
develop further. Drink from 2021. Dionysos Imports 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Château Simon 2012 Cuvée Jean (Sauternes). 
This is what Anne-Laure Dufour considers 

to be her best wine: from the best vines and best 
grapes. Almost mature, certainly luscious, the wine 
is balanced, crisp and rich with honeyed botrytis. 
It is richly intense, with spicy, apricot and bitter-
orange flavors that go well together. The wine could 
be drunk now, but will be even better from 2020. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

91 Clos Haut-Peyraguey 2015 Symphonie de 
Haut-Peyraguey (Sauternes). This wine is 

ripe and offers plenty of dry botrytis to give den-
sity and longevity. With 95% Sémillon, the apricot, 
orange and crisp acidity are coming together well. 
Full but not cloying, it will be delicious from 2021. 
Bernard Magrez. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Château Bastor Lamontagne 2015 Sau-
ternes. Full of balanced fruit, this wine is 

rich with plenty of underlying dry botrytis. Apricot, 
white peach and spice flavors partner with a warm, 
generous structure. The wine will develop well and 
will be ready from 2021. Château Bastor-Lamon-
tagne. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Château Lapinesse 2015 Cuvée Vieilles 
VIgnes (Sauternes). This wine goes for 

crispness, with some attractive acidity and lemon 
flavors. In the background, the honey and botrytis 
give weight. The aftertaste is all about sweet fresh-
ness. Drink this Siozard brothers’ wine from 2019. 
Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

89 Château Lapinesse 2012 Cuée Vieilles Vignes 
(Sauternes). This gold-colored wine is 

lightly smoky in character, with a rich balance of 
honey and fresh acidity. Flavors of nutmeg, ripe 
quince, sweet apples and apricots are still showing. 
Drink this wine from the Siozards from 2020. Road 
Cru. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

89 Château Suduiraut 2012 Lions de Suduiraut 
(Sauternes). This wine is full, rich and 

opulent. It has light acidity, concentrating more 
on richness. Apricot jam and wildflower honey are 
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dominant flavors, lightly touched with acidity. This 
generous wine from the estate will be ready from 
2019. Château Pichon-Longueville. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

88 Calvet 2016 Réserve Du Ciron (Sauternes). 
Ripe apricot and creamed-apple flavors give 

this wine a crisp edge. Underneath plenty of ripe 
honey and spice is cut with acidity, giving balance 
to the wine. It is bright at the end and never cloying. 
Drink from 2020. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Château de Rolland 2015 Sauternes. This 
wine is rich and well balanced. Yellow 

fruits, honey and acidity have come together to 
give both richness and crispness. The wine is flo-
ral and delicately textured, finishing with a mineral 
aftertaste. Drink from 2020. Maison Barriere USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

88 Château La Clotte-Cazalis 2015 Sauternes. 
Marie-Pierre Lacoste, the latest generation 

at this family estate since 1779, plows vineyards 
with a Belgian draft horse and makes the wine. It is 
in a crisp style, concentrating on baked-apple and 
bitter-orange flavors. Bright acidity shows strongly, 
dominating the honey and botrytis. It needs time 
to balance, so drink from 2022. Wine Traditions. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Château Simon 2014 Cuvée Jean (Sau-
ternes). Crisp acidity, sliced apples and a 

touch of spice come together in this light, bright 
wine. It has a perfumed character along with its 
attractive acidity and light touches of honey. Drink 
this wine from 2020. Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Château Suduiraut 2011 Lions de Suduiraut 
(Sauternes). Spicy, ripe with honey flavors, 

this full-bodied wine is ready to drink. It concen-
trates more on richness than acidity. Drink this 
wine now. Château Pichon-Longueville. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

87 Château Rieussec 2015 Carmes de Riessec 
(Sauternes). Spice, honey and botrytis are 

the dominant characteristics of this full wine. The 
acidity comes later, hints of citrus and lemon curd. 
It is still young and developing but has good poten-
tial. Drink from 2022. Esprit du Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Yvon Mau 2016 Château Menate (Sauternes). 
Crisp and fruity, this wine has a light touch 

of sweetness while showing a fresh, lively character. 
Orange and lemon brightness give way to lemon-
curd and honey flavors. Drink this wine from 2020. 
Kinson The Future of Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

86 Château Haut Bergeron 2016 Sauternes. 
Honey and lemon are cut with acidity and 

spice in this attractive wine. A crisp edge balances 
the full, sweet flavors and gives a final lightness to 
the wine. Drink from 2020. DM Vineyards & Part-
ners. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

86 Château Lapinesse 2011 Cuvée Vieilles 
VIgnes (Sauternes). This wine is weighty 

and rich although it has kept just enough acidity. 
Spice and ripeness give it a generous character. This 
Siozard wine is ready to drink. Road Cru. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

84 Château Lapinesse 2016 Sauternes. This 
wine is soft and vaguely sweet. It has some 

lemon fruit and a crisp touch but is a simple wine 
that will be ready to drink in late 2018. Jeff Welburn 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

CÉRONS

92 Château de Cérons 2009 Cérons. The rich-
ness of the vintage is very apparent in this 

luscious, still-young wine. A dry core of botrytis 
rests on flavors of bitter-orange marmalade, apricot, 
acidity and spice from wood aging. This wine needs 
to age further, so drink from 2020. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Château de Cérons 2008 Cérons. This is a lus-
cious sweet wine from a small appellation 

just next to Sauternes. It is rounded, full of mar-
malade and spice flavors, rich with honey as well as 
having a dry botrytis core. The wine has aged well 
and is ready to drink. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

GRAVES SUPERIÉURES

89 Château Haut Mayne 2015 Graves Super-
iéures. This wine has a luscious backdrop 

while the foreground is crisp with white peach, ripe 
apple and honey. It is balanced, full of both fruit and 
sweetness. This Boyer wine will be ready to drink 
from 2019. Spec’s. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

88 Château d’Uza 2015 Graves Superiéures. 
This Guignard family wine has a toffee 

aroma and rich texture. Acidity comes through the 
sweetness, but only slowly. The main impression 
is of intense richness, honey and sweet marmalade 
flavors. Drink from 2019. People Wine Corp. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22/500 ml 

84 Château Lapinesse 2015 Graves Superiéures. 
This wine is unbalanced, caught between 

light sweetness and crisp citrus flavors and not sure 

which way to turn. For the moment, acidity wins 
out. Jeff Welburn Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

SAINT-CROIX-DU-MONT

90 Château La Rame 2015 Saint-Croix-du-
Mont. Dense and rich, this is a full, ripe 

95% Sémillon wine. It has a good balance between 
honeyed sweetness and acidity while the apricot 
and bitter-orange flavors bring fruit and richness. 
The wine will develop further. Drink from 2020. 
Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Château la Caussade 2016 Saint-Croix-du-
Mont. This is a generous wine, its acidity 

counterbalancing the ripe caramel and toffee fla-
vors. Botrytis shows through, giving the wine a dry 
core. It finishes fruity but rich. Drink from 2020. 
DB Wine Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14/375 ml 

86 Château du Pavillon 2016 Saint-Croix-du-
Mont. Fruity apricot flavors give this Olivier 

Fleury wine a crisp, perfumed character. Plenty of 
acidity balances the attractive sweetness and bright 
aftertaste. The wine is ready to drink. Eagle Eye 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

LOUPIAC

86 Château Dauphine Rondillon 2009 Cuvée 
d’Or (Loupiac). With maturity, this wine 

has filled out, giving toffee, honey and rich marma-
lade flavors. It still has some freshness that leaves 
a bright aftertaste. Drink this wine now. Elixirs du 
Monde. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

85 Château du Cros 2014 Loupiac. This wine is 
perfumed and ripe, with touches of honey 

and toffee to go with the citrus flavors. There is a 
juicy quality to this tangy, zesty wine. Drink now. 
Calvert Woodley Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Château les Roques 2016 Loupiac. This Oliv-
ier Fleury wine is bright and lively, full of 

fresh apples and spice. It has a crisp texture, with 
just hints of sweetness and honey. Drink this fruity 
wine from 2019. Eagle Eye Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

CADILLAC

90 Château Haut Mouleyre 2016 Cadillac. Ripe 
and luscious, this wine has a good future. It 

balances honey and toffee with acidity, smooth but 
also with a dry core of botrytis. It will develop well 
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into a dense wine, always keeping its acidity. Drink 
from 2020. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

89 Château Biac 2011 Secret de Chateau Biac 
(Cadillac). This wine is almost mature, gold 

in color and rich with toffee and spiced apricot fla-
vors. It has preserved some acidity to keep it fresh, 
offering a luscious aftertaste. Drink this wine now. 
MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70/500 ml 

88 Château Tanesse 2016 Cadillac. A spicy 
wine, this has flavors of ripe baked apple, 

toffee and bitter marmalade, wrapped into a texture 
that has touches of dry botrytis. It’s a balanced wine 
from Gonfrier Frères that will develop. Drink from 
2020. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

87 Château Manos 2016 Cadillac. While this 
wine is crisp, it has some attractive honeyed 

sweetness. It offers both freshness and rich apricot 
with a smoother, more opulent texture. Drink the 
wine from 2020. Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

PREMIERES CÔTES  
DE BORDEAUX

85 Château de Marsan 2016 Premieres Côtes 
de Bordeaux. This wine is attractive with 

apple and bitter-orange tones, making it fresh and 
crisp yet balanced by sweetness. It has good acidity 
as well as a light touch of residual sugar (50 g/L). 
Drink from 2019. Wineberry America LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

DRY WHITE WINES

91 Château Pont Saint-Martin 2016 Pessac-Léog-
nan. A year in wood has given this wine great 

richness as well as ripe spice flavors. It is smooth 
textured, hinting at toast but much more about ripe 
lemon, apricot and youthful acidity. This Domaines 
Rodrigues-Lalande wine, like all the whites from 
this appellation, needs to age. Drink from 2020. 
Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Château de Cérons 2016 Graves. From a 17th 
century estate, this wine is rich and gen-

erous in its ripe yellow fruits and balanced acidity. 
Hints of wood aging, spice, white fruits and a struc-
tured texture will allow the wine to age. Drink from 
2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Château Latour-Martillac 2016 Lacrox-Mar-
tillac (Pessac-Léognan). From the young 

vines of this Graves classed-growth property, this 
wine shares some of the impressive structure and 
aging potential as the Grand Vin of the estate. It is 

ripe, juicy with grapefruit and tropical flavors bal-
anced with spice from wood aging. Drink from 2021. 
Wine Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

88 Château de Cérons 2017 Château Calvimont 
(Graves). Young, bright and fruity this is a 

fresh wine. Its herbal character is balanced by the 
ripe texture from the Sémillon that dominates the 
blend. It will be a rich wine as it ages, but wait until 
2020. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Cap Royal 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Bordeaux 
Blanc). This is a sophisticated wine, fresh 

with citrus flavors and delicious with lively acidity 
and spice. It is a ripe wine while still full of crisp 
texture. The wine, with its bright herbal notes, is 
ready to drink. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Château Haut Dambert 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Entre-Deux-Mers). While it has plenty of 

herbal aromas, this wine is mineral, textured and 
fruity. It is not rich, but the intensity of the lemon 
flavors give the wine potential for aging over the 
next few months. Drink from late 2018 or, better 
from 2019. Franck’s Signature Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Château Rousset-Caillau 2017 Entre-Deux-
Mers. This wine is young, muted for the 

moment but with the potential for apricot and ripe 
apple flavors. Its crisp texture and spice will develop 
well alongside the fruit. Drink from late 2018. Soil-
air Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Château La Maroutine 2017 Bordeaux Blanc. 
From vines on the slopes above the Garonne 

river, this herbal, fruity wine is dominated by Sau-
vignon Blanc. Its acidity is balanced by the yellow 
fruits as well as citrus. The wine is ready to drink. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Château la Tuilerie 2016 Graves. This wine 
is a soft, light blend of Sémillon and Sauvi-

gnon Blanc. It has a nutty as well as brightly fruity 
character, soft and lively. Not a wine for aging, it is 
ready to drink now. Vinadeis Americas USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

RHÔNE VALLEY
WHITE WINES

CROZES-HERMITAGE

91 Domaine des Remizières 2016 Cuvée Chris-
tophe (Crozes-Hermitage). This wine offers 

warming layers of cinnamon, anise and vanilla jux-
taposed to fresher notes of pear and honeysuckle. 
It’s a full-figured wine with a decadently creamy 

mouth feel but crisp lemon and tangerine flavors 
lend lift on the finish. It drinks well already but 
should improve through 2026. French Libation. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Domaine des Remizières 2016 Cuvée Particu-
lière (Crozes-Hermitage). Hints of spice and 

honeysuckle accent creamy tones of pressed apple 
and pear in this soft, silky varietal Marsanne. While 
delicate lemon and grapefruit flavors lend some lift, 
it’s an opulent wine finishing with a luscious slick of 
cashew and cream. Enjoy now–2022. French Liba-
tion. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

90 M. Chapoutier 2016 Petite Ruche (Crozes-
Hermitage). Zesty and light footed, this dry 

varietal Marsanne offers a fresher expression of this 
typically lavishly textural grape. There’s a delicacy 
to the palate marked by slightly creamy tones of 
fresh yellow apple, Asian pear and peach. The finish 
is rimmed by a pleasantly salty tone. Enjoy now–
2022. Terlato Wines International. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 M. Chapoutier 2015 Les Meysonniers 
(Crozes-Hermitage). Juicy, sun-kissed 

pineapple and pear flavors are richly concentrated 
in this dry, full-bodied white. It’s soft in acidity but 
subtle notes of tangerine and lemon add freshness. 
The finish is moderately long, lingering on cooling 
tones of crushed mineral and integrated notes of 
nut and spice. Terlato Wines International. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

88 Domaine Philippe & Vincent Jaboulet 2016 
Crozes-Hermitage. Crushed mineral tones 

and soft yellow apple and quince flavors persist 
from nose to finish in this delicately concentrated 
white. Dry in style with a broad, expansive mouth-
feel, it finishes with a subtle lift of lemony acidity. 
Drink now–2021. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

87 Cave de Tain 2016 Nobles Rives (Crozes-
Hermitage). Dusty minerals and a whiff of 

cinnamon accent softly pressed flavors of apple and 
pear on this dry Marsanne. While delicate in con-
centration on the medium-bodied palate, it offers an 
easy-drinking, silky sip with a hint of earthy com-
plexity. Drink now–2021. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

95 Château La Nerthe 2015 Clos de Beauvenir 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Sun-drenched 

pineapple, yellow-apple and stone-fruit flavors 
burst from the nose and palate of this creamy but 
structured white. Made predominantly from Rous-
sanne, it’s lavish and ripe, accented by hints of 
vanilla, spice and pleasantly bitter nut skins. The 
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finish is marked by hints of honey and crushed min-
erals. Gorgeous now it should continue to improve 
through 2030. Kobrand. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $140 

93 Château La Nerthe 2017 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Invigorating aromas of tangerine and 

lemon zest introduce this luminously fresh, fruity 
white blend. The palate offers boldly concentrated 
flavors of yellow peach and mango nuanced by hints 
of nut, toast and spice. Crisp acidity and a murmur 
of tannin edge the finish. Delightful already for its 
fresh, silky appeal, it should improve through 2030. 
Kobrand. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

91 Alain Jaume et Fils 2016 Domaine Grand 
Veneur La Fontaine (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). 

Intensely ripe yellow-apple and stone-fruit flavors 
have a slightly tropical flair in this rich but pris-
tine, fruity Roussanne. It’s full bodied and plush 
but structured by pleasantly bitter tea tannins and 
a hint of spicy orange zest. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

91 Brotte 2017 Les Hauts de Barville (Chât-
eauneuf-du-Pape). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Château Mont-Redon 2015 Abeille-Fabre 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Crisp lemon flavors 

and white-blossom notes lend an invigorating feel 
to this fresh, fruity white wine. It’s light on its feet 
but silky and expansive on the palate. The finish is 
moderately long and just a hint warming. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $46 

91 Clos Saint Michel 2016 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
This rich, rounded white wine offers concen-

trated lemon and yellow-apple flavors balanced by 
fresh citrusy acidity. It’s silky and enveloping on 
the palate, accented by a touch of vanilla and toast. 
The finish is long, marked by a hint of phenolic grip. 
Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

91 Domaine de la Charité 2017 La Dame Blanche 
Viognier (Côtes du Rhône). Gorgeous white-

blossom perfume and hints of sweet spice introduce 
this full-bodied Viognier. While rich and round on 
the palate, its pristine gooseberry and white-grape-
fruit flavors are fresh and invigorating. It’s a juicy, 
vibrant wine to enjoy now–2022. BNP Distributing. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

90 Chateau de Manissy 2017 Côtes du Rhône. 
Zesty lemon-pith and grapefruit flavors 

abound in this invigorating blend of Grenache Blanc 
and Clairette. While dry in style and freshly com-
posed, the midpalate is accentuated by a waxy cit-

rus-peel richness and pleasantly bitter finish. Drink 
now–2021. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Vidal-Fleury 2017 Côtes du Rhône. White-
grapefruit acidity and hits of lemon pith 

and blossom add lift to this generous, slightly waxy 
white wine. Dry and full bodied in style, it’s a rich, 
silky sip finishing on lingering notes of spice and 
vanilla. Lovely now, it should hold well through 
2022. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Château du Trignon 2017 Viognier (Côtes du 
Rhône). Honeysuckle and white-grapefruit 

aromas perfume this fresh, aromatic sip. While dry 
and full in body, pristine citrus flavors lend refresh-
ment and vibe. Enjoy this easygoing, juicy wine 
now–2020. David Milligan Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Château du Trignon 2017 Marsanne (Côtes 
du Rhône). Plush yellow-apple and white-

peach flavors are creamy and pliant on the palate 
of this dry, full-bodied Marsanne. Delicate lemon 
acidity and a hit of saline minerality lends fresh-
ness. The finish is moderately long, finishing on a 
delicate hazelnut note. Drink now–2020. David 
Milligan Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Château du Trignon 2017 Roussanne (Côtes 
du Rhône). Whiffs of crunchy red apple and 

pear are inviting on the nose of this dry, full-bodied 
white. It’s a silky, expansive wine with soft lemony 
acidity and integrated notes of spice and nut. The 
apple-like finish is brisk. Drink now–2021. David 
Milligan Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Gabriel Meffre 2017 Saint-Vincent (Côtes du 
Rhône). Crisp pineapple and yellow-apple 

flavors are offset by hints of nut and cider in this 
full-bodied, slightly savory wine. The mouthfeel is 
rich and weighty but freshened by soft lemony acid-
ity. Drink now. Vision Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

86 Montirius 2017 La Muse Papilles (Côtes du 
Rhône). This savory, slightly earthy white 

blend offers demure flavors of yellow apple and 
lemon with a soft, yielding acidity. Dry and full 
bodied in style, it finishes with a hint of crushed 
mineral. The Winebow Group LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

OTHER WHITE WINES

89 Domaine de la Royère 2017 Oppidum 
(Luberon). Crunchy pear and grapefruit fla-

vors are brisk and thirst-quenching, enriched by a 
mouthfeel that’s pleasantly rich and leesy. Dry and 

full bodied, it’s a refreshing yet elegant and sub-
stantive wine to enjoy now–2021 Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Château Vessière 2017 Costières de Nîmes. 
Crisp-tart notes of white grapefruit and 

honeydew rind abound in this juicy dry white. 
It’s full bodied and silky in texture, with a moder-
ately long, chalky finish. Enjoy now–2021. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $16 

TAVEL

92 Château de Ségriès 2017 Rosé (Tavel). Pris-
tine watermelon, strawberry and cherry 

flavors burst from nose and palate of this plush, 
juicy rosé. While dry in style and briskly composed, 
it’s a buoyant, concentrated sip with hints of spice, 
caramelized sugar and dried herb that linger on the 
finish. It’s vivid pink in hue and quite exuberant. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

91 Chateau de Manissy 2017 100 Rosé (Tavel). 
Deep pink in color, this dry but lavishly 

composed rosé offers fresh, juicy raspberry and 
watermelon flavors glazed by crushed minerals and 
a touch of burnt sugar. Full bodied and spicy, it’s 
substantial enough to accompany lighter fare well 
into the autumn months and likely through 2019. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Chateau de Manissy 2017 Cuvée des Lys Rosé 
(Tavel). A deeply mineral elegance elevates 

this brisk rosé, lending hints of smoke and crushed 
stone to crisp raspberry and red-cherry flavors. It’s 
full bodied but vibrantly balanced by refreshing 
acidity and a pristine, citrusy finish. Enjoy now—
2019. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Prieuré de Montézargues 2017 Rosé (Tavel). 
Juicy and plush but pertly balanced, this 

full-bodied rosé offers sun-kissed strawberry and 
sour-cherry flavors offset by crisp acidity and an 
elegant herbal finish. Delightful as an aperitif or 
with food, it’s a well-balanced, nuanced wine to 
enjoy now—2020. Kobrand. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

RHÔNE VALLEY
RED WINES
HERMITAGE

96 Delas Frères 2015 Les Bressards (Hermit-
age). There’s a striking balance here cali-

brating bold, almost muscular ripeness against an 
invigorating granite edge. This wine is plump and 
full bodied, full of supple blackberry and plum fla-
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vors balanced by pert acidity and taut, penetrating 
tannins. It should be in peak from 2020–2035 but 
hold further. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. 
Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $249 

94 Delas Frères 2015 Domaine des Tourettes 
(Hermitage). Enticing hints of sweet spice, 

black pepper and bacon fat seduce on the nose of 
this rich but balanced Hermitage. Blackberry and 
cherry flavors are fresh and juicy but structured 
by firm tannins and brisk acidity. A polished wine 
already, it should intensify its savory, smoky com-
plexities well through 2030. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

94 Jean-Luc Colombo 2014 Le Rouet Rouge 
(Hermitage). Balanced and nimble, this 

leaner expression of Hermitage offers ripe but fresh 
black-cherry and mulberry flavors. It’s deeply con-
centrated in fruit but also intently mineral and per-
fumed by airy whiffs of violet and spice. An elegant 
but enveloping wine, it has firm, dense tannins now 
and will be best 2021–2030. Palm Bay Interna-
tional. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $85 

93 Cave de Tain 2014 Grand Classique (Hermit-
age). Hints of charcuterie and dried fennel 

lend savory complexity to pristine black-plum and 
cherry flavors on the medium bodied and supple 
palate. It’s edged by firm but dusty tannins and a 
peppery freshness. Approachable but very elegant 
now, it should improve through 2026 and hold fur-
ther. Hand Picked Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 

93 Jean-Claude et Nicolas Fayolle 2015 Les Dion-
nières (Hermitage). Ripe, luscious black-

cherry and berry notes are fresh and perfumed, 
accented by anise, violet and dried herb. It’s plush 
and silky on the palate but anchored by crisp acid-
ity and finely edged, persistent tannins. Enjoyable 
now for its youthful, primary side, it should develop 
more savory complexity from 2025 and hold fur-
ther. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

CROZES-HERMITAGE

93 Delas Frères 2015 Domaine des Grandes 
Chemins (Crozes-Hermitage). Savory tones 

of forest floor and dried herb accent ripe but 
restrained black-plum and cherry flavors in this 
full-bodied Syrah. It’s a concentrated, muscular 
wine with brisk acidity and firm, upright tannins. 
Quite taut now it should meld elegantly by 2020 
and continue to improve through 2030. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

92 Delas Frères 2015 Les Launes (Crozes-Her-
mitage). Whispers of smoke, bacon and 

violet lend complexity to ripe black plum and mul-
berry on this inviting Syrah. Its perfume and lav-
ishly concentrated palate offer a bit more inten-
sity than typically seen in Crozes-Hermitage. This 
briskly balanced, elegant wine with firm tannins is 
approachable now but should drink well through 
2030. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Jean-Claude et Nicolas Fayolle 2015 La Grande 
Seguine (Crozes-Hermitage). Crisp black-

plum and bramble notes are accented by pep-
per, char and anise in this lean, briskly composed 
Syrah. It’s concentrated but spry, framed by grippy 
but finely edged tannins and a firm, granitic finish. 
Drink now through 2025. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

92 Jean-Claude et Nicolas Fayolle 2015 La 
Rochette (Crozes-Hermitage). Hints of char-

cuterie and smoke lend flair and elegance to pristine 
blackberry and black cherries on the palate here. It’s 
a full-bodied but freshly balanced wine with firm, 
taut tannins. The finish lingers on delicate spice and 
mineral tones. It should improve through 2025 and 
hold further. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

91 Ferraton Père et Fils 2015 Calendes (Crozes-
Hermitage). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

CORNAS

95 Delas Frères 2015 Chantes-Perdrix (Cornas). 
Firm, penetrating tannins and deep mineral 

complexities frame concentrated flavors of black 
cherry and plum here. It’s a ripe and muscular wine 
balanced elegantly with vibrant acidity and a lin-
gering violet and sage perfume. Still taut, it should 
improve from 2025 and hold longer. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

95 Jean-Luc Colombo 2015 La Louvée Syrah 
(Cornas). For full review see page 4. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $104 

94 Cave de Tain 2011 Arènes Sauvages Sélec-
tion Parcellaire (Cornas). While ripe black-

cherry and plum flavors are lavish here, striking 
acidity and a firm mineral backbone lend grace to 
this full-bodied red. Perfumed with notes of violet, 
smoke and truffle, it’s a complex, composed wine 
that should improve through 2030 and hold fur-
ther. Hand Picked Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

94 Domaine Johann Michel 2015 Cornas. Whiffs 
of truffle, leather and violet introduce this 

deft, nuanced Syrah. Blackberry and plum flavors 
are intensely ripe but muted by savory notes of 
spice and earth. Freshly balanced and supple on the 

palate, it finishes with a firm, penetrating grip of 
tannins. Lovely already it should soften and meld 
from 2021 and continue to improve through 2030. 
Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $52 

94 Jean-Luc Colombo 2015 Les Ruchets Syrah 
(Cornas). For full review see page 5. Cellar 

Selection.
abv: 14% Price: $104 

94 Jean-Luc Colombo 2015 Vallon de L’Aigle 
(Cornas). This lavish, polished Syrah offers 

sunburst blackberry and plum flavors that pulsate 
on the palate. It’s a rich, muscular wine but nuanced 
by hints of dried herb, leather, pepper and olive as 
well as vibrant acidity. Dense, gripping tannins 
need to meld. Hold till 2022 but enjoy well through 
2030, likely beyond. Palm Bay International. Cellar 
Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $189 

93 Philippe Pacalet 2014 Cornas. Clocking in at 
a demure 12% abv, this spry, vibrant Syrah 

stands out in a line-up of more modern-style Cor-
nas for its fresh, herbal edge and peppery bite. It’s 
a leaner, more linear red offering crisp red-cherry 
and currant flavors and firm, finely edged tannins. 
It should gain depth through 2024 and hold further. 
Cape Classics. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $100 

92 Jean-Luc Colombo 2015 Terres Brulées (Cor-
nas). Pristine, primary black-plum and 

cherry aromas intensify on the palate of this wine, 
gaining richer tones of blueberry and raspberry pre-
serve. It’s a full-bodied, flush wine marked by hints 
of spice, earth and thyme, along with soft, feathery 
tannins. Crisp acidity lends balance to the finish. 
Palm Bay International. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

94 Domaine de la Mordorée 2015 La Reine 
Des Bois (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). This is 

a voluptuous, slightly warming wine with bold 
alcohol and luscious flavors of mulberry and black 
cherry. Delicate notes of violet, lavender and gar-
rigue lend a perfumed, airy lift. It’s a rich but 
elegant wine with a firm, tannic finish that should 
meld from 2020 and improve through 2030. Kysela 
Père et Fils. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $140 

93 Halos de Jupiter 2016 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
Enticing whiffs of game, leather and dried 

herbs lend savory complexity to plush mulberry, 
plum and dried-strawberry flavors in this opulent, 
full-figured red. It’s a rounded, voluminous wine 
with a slightly warming finish and ripe but grippy 
tannins. It needs a few years to integrate but should 
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drink well from 2020–2030. Saranty Imports. Cel-
lar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $57 

93 Vignobles et Compagnie 2016 Château de 
la Grande Gardiole Les Vielles Vignes (Châ-

teauneuf-du-Pape). Flavors of ripe black cherry and 
strawberry preserves are offset by savory tones of 
bramble, white mushroom, and pepper in this juicy 
but nuanced wine. It’s full bodied and voluptuous 
but briskly balanced, ending on fine, chalky tannins. 
It drinks well now but should improve till 2026 and 
hold further. Vignobles & Compagnie. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Brotte 2016 Domaine Barville (Châteauneuf-
du-Pape). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 15% Price: $39 

92 Brotte 2016 Les Hauts de Barville (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). For full review see page 

7. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Château Maucoil 2015 Privilège (Châteauneuf-
du-Pape). Hints of garrigue and bramble 

lend savory freshness to ripe, almost ruddy black 
cherry and preserved plum flavors. It’s a plush, 
weighty wine held upright by fresh acidity and very 
ripe but firm, persistent tannins. Enjoy now–2030. 
T. Edward Wines Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Château Mont-Redon 2015 Abielle-Fabre 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Dried strawberry 

and red-cherry flavors are plush and soft in this 
unctuously rich wine. It’s juicy and approachable, 
accented by hints of nut, spice and caramel. Firm 
but ripe tannins and moderate but fresh acidity 
lend structure to the midpalate. Drink now–2028. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

91 La Vigne du Roy 2016 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
Black-plum, blueberry and strawberry fla-

vors are exuberantly ripe in this juicy, full-bodied 
wine. Framed by soft tannins and bright but yield-
ing acidity, it’s pleasantly forward and fruity, with a 
hint of mushroom and herbal complexity. Enjoy now 
–2023. Vignobles & Compagnie. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Domaine du Grand Tinel 2015 Alexis Establet 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Prominent notes 

of barley, nut and spice add a smoky tone to plush 
blackberry jam and preserved-plum flavors. Made 
from 100% Grenache grapes, it’s a richly extracted, 
warming wine with bold alcohol and mouthfilling 
but lush tannins. It needs a few years to meld but 
should drink well from 2020–2030. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $68 

90 Halos de Jupiter 2015 Halos de Jupiter (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Initial notes of earth 

and crushed vitamin blow off with aeration reveal-
ing plump but pristine blackberry and mulberry 
flavors. It’s a lusciously rich wine but balanced by 
fresh acidity and firm, penetrating tannins. Enjoy 
this elegant, structured Grenache-blend now–2025. 
Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

GIGONDAS

92 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Terrasses de Mont-
mirail (Gigondas). Succulent and silky, this 

full-bodied, unctuously textured wine offers loads 
of summer-sweet raspberry and black-cherry fla-
vors. It’s a decadent, fruity wine but edged by 
savory notes of earth and bramble. Ripe but firm, 
drying tannins linger through a long finish. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

92 Domaine du Grand Montmirail 2015 Le 
Coteau de mon Rêve (Gigondas). This lus-

cious, delightfuly plump wine offers loads of sunny 
black-fruit flavor, but there’s also a brambly fresh-
ness accentuated by earthy notes of crushed min-
eral and moss. It’s a lavishly composed but complex 
wine finishing with ripe, silky tannins. Serge Doré 
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Le Clos des Cazaux 2015 La Tour Sarrasine 
(Gigondas). Whiffs of crushed earth, fen-

nel and lavender lend a savory, Mediterranean feel 
to plush black-plum and cherry flavors here. It’s a 
full-bodied, richly textured wine framed firmly by 
fresh acidity and taut, gripping tannins. Lovely now, 
it’s structured enough to improve through 2025 and 
hold further. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Delas Frères 2015 Les Reinages (Gigondas). 
Lip-smacking black-cherry and plum flavors 

are juicy and ripe but nuanced by fragrant layers of 
sun-dried thyme, sage and fennel. It’s full bodied 
and voluminous on the palate but nicely integrated 
in alcohol and acidity. The finish is marked by ripe, 
finely edged tannins. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Ferraton Père et Fils 2015 Les Murailles (Gigo-
ndas). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

VACQUEYRAS

90 Famille Sadel 2015 Vacqueyras. While full 
bodied and richly concentrated, this wine’s 

brambleberry and plum palate has a crisp, cutting 
character. It’s silky and luscious yet balanced by 
fresh acidity and ripe but grippy tannins. The finish 

lingers on hints of sweet spice and crushed granite. 
Drink now–2025. Park Street Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Le Clos des Cazaux 2015 Cuvée des Templi-
ers (Vacqueyras). Plush, juicy Grenache 

is balanced by sharper, savory tones of Syrah 
and Mourvèdre in this ripe, silk-textured red. It’s 
briskly concentrated but nuanced by hints of toast, 
wet earth and cocoa powder. Full bodied, plush and 
silky, it’s a satisfyingly rich but structured wine to 
enjoy now–2023. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Ogier 2015 Boiseraie (Vacqueyras). Ripe but 
pristine black cherry and plum on the nose 

gain body and richness on the palate. It’s a supple 
but elegant wine with elegant hints of violet and 
spice. Ripe but firm tannins and fresh acidity lend 
structure. Enjoy now–2025. Esprit du Vin. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

88 Domaine de Verquiere 2015 Vacqueyras. 
Black-plum and blueberry flavors are 

intensely ripe, almost ruddy, glazed by soft tones of 
sweet spice and caramel. It’s a rich, lavish wine with 
a yielding acidic backbone and soft tannins. Enjoy 
this approachably fruity, plush Grenache blend 
now–2021. T. Elenteny Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

LIRAC

90 Ogier 2015 Lou Caminé (Lirac). Pristine fruit 
and savory, earthen complexities set this 

full-bodied, plush Lirac apart from its peers. Rich 
but crisp black-cherry and mulberry flavors have an 
elevated edge of acidity as well as integrated com-
plexities of green olive, granite and dried herb. The 
finish is moderately long, marked by ripe but firm, 
grippy tannins. Enjoy now–2023. Esprit du Vin. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Château d’Aqueria 2015 Lirac. Succulent 
black-cherry and blackberry flavors are 

rich and enveloping on the palate of this full-bodied 
Lirac. It’s a fruity, easy drinking red with pleasant 
hints of sweet spice and cocoa and fine-grained tan-
nins. Drink now–2020. Kobrand. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Château de Ségriès 2015 Cuvée Réservée 
(Lirac). Intensely ripe and velvety, this full-

bodied, slightly warming red offers loads of richly 
extracted black-cherry and blackberry flavors. Bold, 
gripping tannins and hints of graphite and granite 
lend structure and elegance, but it’s a decadent, 
big-boned wine that needs time to meld. Enjoy from 
2020–2026. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Domaine Corne-Loup 2015 Lirac. Concen-
trated blackberry, plum and cherry aro-
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mas are reminiscent of a ruby Port on the nose of 
this intensely ripe red wine. It’s rounded and rich 
on the palate with soft acidity and fine, firm tan-
nins. Approachable now it should hold well through 
2021. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Domaine Coudoulis 2015 Cuveé Bacchus 
(Lirac). Almost inky in hue, this profoundly 

ripe red wine is full of luscious, almost jammy 
blackberry and red-plum flavors. It’s an opulent, 
muscular wine edged by fine-grained firm tan-
nins, bold alcohol and fresh but moderate acid-
ity. Approachable now it should hold well through 
2020. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 28% Price: $28 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES

91 Château La Nerthe 2015 Les Cassagnes (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages). Made from equal parts 

Grenache and Syrah, this full-bodied wine offers 
loads of plummy, ripe cherry and berry flavors off-
set by an invigorating edge of black pepper and brisk 
acidity. It’s luscious and juicy but firmly structured 
by taut, persistent tannins. Although it drinks well 
now it should improve through 2020 and hold fur-
ther. Kobrand. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

90 Château Maucoil 2015 1895 Grenache (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages). Plump, sun-kissed 

blackberry and dried-strawberry flavors abound in 
this deeply fruity, forward Grenache. Full bodied 
and plush on the palate, it’s lifted by savory hints 
of bramble and spice as well as firm, finely edged 
tannins that grip on the finish. Drink now–2021. T. 
Edward Wines Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Domaine Clavel 2016 Cordelia Chusclan 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). Black-plum and 

cherry flavors are pleasantly plump and juicy here 
but edged by savory undertones of garrigue and 
fresh moss. Full bodied and richly concentrated, it’s 
an elegant but forward, fruity wine to enjoy now–
2026. Advantage International. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Clavel 2016 Syrius Saing Gervais 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). Ripe but bal-

anced, this full-bodied red offers equal parts juicy 
black-fruit flavor and earthier nuances of forest 
floor and dried herbs. It’s approachable and juicy 
yet structured with fine, penetrating tannins. Enjoy 
now–2026. Advantage International. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 Domaine Fond Croze 2015 Cuvée Shyrus 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). This powerfully 

extracted Syrah-dominant wine is full of rich, ripe 
black-cherry and blackberry flavors. It’s a muscular, 
almost ruddy wine but balanced by sharp, angular 
hits of acidity and brambly, spicy complexities. The 

finish is long, marked by firm, taut tannins. Enjoy 
now–2025. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Ferraton Père et Fils 2016 Plan de Dieu 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Domaine de l’Espigouette 2015 Plan de Dieu 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). Hints of con-

cord-grape jelly and spice perfume this juicy, richly 
concentrated wine. It’s lavishly ripe but maintains a 
pristine edge of acidity and firm, persistent tannins 
on the finish. Enjoy now–2020. Serge Doré Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Domaine Fond Croze 2015 La Croix du Coq 
Grenache (Côtes du Rhône Villages). Deli-

cate hints of dried strawberry and violet are invit-
ing on the nose of this plush Grenache-based wine. 
It’s rounded and rich on the palate, offering luscious 
layers of strawberry and blueberry flavors. Firm, 
persistent tannins grip the finish. Drink now–2023. 
Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Louis Bernard 2016 Côtes du Rhône Villages. 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy.  

abv: 14% Price: $14 

88 Vignobles et Compagnie 2016 Les Combelles 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages). While quiet on 

the nose, the palate of this full-bodied red offers 
loads of succulent, sun-kissed mulberry and plum 
flavors. It’s a robust, fleshy wine with fresh but 
moderate acidity and ripe, velvety tannins that hug 
the finish. Enjoy now–2026. Vignobles & Compag-
nie. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

91 Château Pégau 2016 Cuvée Maclura (Côtes du 
Rhône). A pleasant whiff of barnyard lends 

savory tones of earth and animal to crisp blackberry 
and plum flavors. It’s an opulent, slightly warming 
wine with a plummy, voluminous mouthfeel that’s 
vibrantly balanced with acidity. The finish is mod-
erately long, lingering on hints of sun-dried thyme 
and lavender and grippy tannins. Enjoy now–2025. 
Hand Picked Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

90 E. Guigal 2015 Côtes du Rhône. Ripe but 
restrained, fruity yet elegant, this richly 

concentrated red offers luscious black cherry and 
berry flavors nuanced by hints of earth, smoke and 
spice. The palate is rich and fleshy but anchored by 
taut acidity and a finely edged backbone of tannins. 
Vintus LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2016 Les Abeilles de 
Colombo (Côtes du Rhône). For full review 

see page 15. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Alain Jaume et Fils 2016 Reserve Grand 
Veneur (Côtes du Rhône). Luscious red-

cherry and dried-strawberry flavors are nuanced 
by a hint of leather and garrigue in this fruity, 
Grenache-dominant blend. It’s full bodied and 
approachably plump, anchored by crisp acidity and 
a fresh, moderately long finish. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Charles Tort 2015 Côtes du Rhône. For-
ward, juicy flavors of ripe black cherry and 

strawberry jam are plush and easy in this bold, 
full-bodied red. It’s an opulent wine with high but 
surprisingly integrated alcohol balanced by ripe but 
firm tannins. Concentrated and fruity, it shows just 
a hint of sweet spice. Enjoy now–2022. Palateur 
Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $14 

89 Clos du Père Clément 2015 Entre’Amis (Côtes 
du Rhône). A firm granite backbone lends a 

cooling, mineral edge to succulent mulberry and 
black-cherry flavors here. It’s a sun-drenched, full-
bodied wine with ample, forward fruit, but lifted by 
fresh acidity. The finish is marked by ripe but bold, 
grippy tannins. Palateur Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

89 Domaine Clavel 2016 Regulus (Côtes du 
Rhône). Plump black plum and cherry are 

fresh and primary here, nuanced by darker, savory 
notes of black pepper and garrigue. It’s a full-bod-
ied, silky wine balanced with fresh acidity and ripe 
but grippy, persistent tannins. Advantage Interna-
tional. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Domaine Coudoulis 2016 Côtes du Rhône. 
Intensely ripe and concentrated, this big, 

brawny red wine is full of fleshy black-cherry and 
plum flavors. It’s voluptuous and warming on the 
palate but balanced by crisp acidity and a ripe but 
densely tannic finish. It feels a bit unwieldly now 
but should meld by 2019 and drink well through 
2025. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 

89 Domaine de la Mordorée 2016 La Dame 
Rousse (Côtes du Rhône). Hints of char and 

nut lend a savory tone to unctuously ripe black-
cherry and mulberry flavors in this full-bodied red. 
It’s a fleshy, deeply fruity wine but a large propor-
tion of Syrah in the blend lends acidity and a pleas-
ant grip of tannins to the finish Kysela Père et Fils. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

89 Domaine Fond Croze 2015 Le Serre de la 
Garde (Côtes du Rhône). Whiffs of Mediter-
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ranean herbs and charcuterie lend a savory umami 
boost to plush blackberry and cherry flavors. It’s a 
boldly concentrated, muscular red anchored by firm 
tannins and a cooling granite edge. Approachable 
now it’s structured enough to hold well through 
2025. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Alain Jaume et Fils 2015 Haut de Brun (Côtes 
du Rhône). This full-bodied, succulent wine 

is full of juicy blackberry, grape and plum flavors. 
Fresh acidity and finely edged, persistent tannins 
lend structure. Enjoy this deeply fruity, forward 
wine now–2023. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Augris Nome N Vini 2016 Côtes du Rhône. 
Delicate whiffs of nut and toast accentuate 

this bold, juicy red full of fleshy red cherry, straw-
berry and black plum flavors. It’s a lush, full-bodied 
sip with fresh acidity and soft, pliant tannins. Enjoy 
now–2021. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Charles Thomas 2015 Côtes du Rhône. 
Leaner, slightly savory wines like this stand 

out in a ripe, powerful vintage like 2015. Black-
cherry and blackberry flavors are ripe but muted by 
tones of earth and dried herb. It’s a medium-bodied, 
balanced wine with ripe, persistent tannins anchor-
ing the finish. Kysela Père et Fils. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Domaine Corne-Loup 2015 Côtes du Rhône. 
Luscious flavors of red cherry and straw-

berry preserve are boldly concentrated in this 
plush, fruity red wine. It’s a fleshy, bounteous sip 
with soft acidity, while bold tannins lend structure 
to the finish. Enjoy now–2022. Kysela Père et Fils. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Famille Perrin 2016 Nature Made with 
Organic Grapes (Côtes du Rhône). Made 

with organic grapes, this full-bodied red offers ripe 
but restrained blackberry and plum flavors framed 
by fine, grippy tannins. Brisk acidity lends freshness 
to the midpalate and the finish is marked by hints of 
carmelized sugar and anise. Drink now–2020. Vine-
yard Brands. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Famille Sadel 2016 Côtes du Rhône. Juicy 
black-cherry and mulberry flavors are fresh 

and forward in this easy-drinking red. Despite its 
plush mouthfeel and bold alcohol, it’s a crisply com-
posed wine with bright acidity and firm but finely 
edged tannins. Park Street Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

88 Fontaine du Clos 2016 Confidences (Côtes du 
Rhône). Plump black-plum and cherry fla-

vors are offset by brisk acidity and a granite miner-
ality in this easygoing but elegant red. It’s plush and 
full bodied, offering warm, integrated notes of cin-

namon and anise, finishing on ripe, baby-soft tan-
nins. Drink now–2020. Luxe Wines & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Les Coteaux de Fournès 2015 Mas de Jallon 
Made With Organic Grapes Syrah-Grenache 

(Côtes du Rhône). This Syrah-dominant blend 
boasts lush blackberry and cherry flavors, but also 
a deep, savory backbone of herbs and leaves. Made 
with organic grapes, it’s a bold, voluptuous wine 
finishing on ripe, soft tannins. Drink now–2021. 
Banks Channel. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

88 Petit Tracteur 2016 Côtes du Rhône. This 
flush, full-bodied red is full of juicy black-

cherry and mulberry flavors. Fresh acidity and a 
firm granitic backbone lend balance and elegance. 
Fine but ripe tannins frame a soft, rich finish. Drink 
now–2021. Savorian Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Pierre Amadieu 2016 Roulepierre (Côtes du 
Rhône). Exuberantly ripe, dried-strawberry 

and black-cherry flavors abound in this fruity, 
immediately approachable wine. Soft acidity accen-
tuates its plush, silky mouthfeel but firm, persis-
tent tannins lend structure to the finish. Saranty 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Pont du Rhône 2015 Côtes du Rhône. 
Intensely juicy, fruity black-cherry and 

brambleberry notes are accented by whispers of 
toast and vanilla in this forward, spicy red. It’s full 
bodied and plump but anchored by fine, grippy tan-
nins and crisp acidity. Drink now through 2021. Tri-
Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Vignerons Ardéchois 2015 Mithra (Côtes du 
Rhône). Restrained black-raspberry and 

plum flavors are accented by notes of crushed gran-
ite and char in this full-bodied, textured red. It’s 
plush and expansive on the midpalate but crisply 
balanced and cushioned by soft, finely edged tan-
nins. Exclusive Imports, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Vignobles et Compagnie 2016 Les Combelles 
(Côtes du Rhône). Firm, fine-grained tan-

nins and crushed-mineral tones are balanced by 
plump black-grape and cherry flavors in this firmly 
structured but forward red. Delicate spice notes on 
the finish lend softness. Enjoy now through 2021. 
Vignobles & Compagnie. —A.I. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

87 Domaine de Montine 2015 Caprices (Côtes du 
Rhône). Ripe but pristine black-cherry and 

berry flavors are muted by tones of savory Mediter-
ranean herbs in this full-bodied red. It’s a briskly 
concentrated wine with chalky but persistent tan-
nins. Enjoy now–2021. Planet Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Pont de Nyons 2016 Côtes du Rhône. While 
the nose is subdued, offering hints of bram-

ble and smoked nut, the palate of this full-bodied 
red is intensely ripe and fruity. Black-cherry and 
blackberry flavors are almost jammy in tone but 
balanced by brisk acidity and firm tannins. The fin-
ish is a touch warming. HB Wine Merchants. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Léon Perdigal 2016 Côtes du Rhône. Savory 
tones of anise, cedar and mushroom offset 

ripe but restrained black-cherry and berry flavors 
in this slightly rustic red. It’s full bodied and warm-
ing but puckering in acidity. The finish is framed 
by upright, firm tannins. Drink now through 2021. 
Vinamericas Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

OTHER FRANCE
WHITE WINE

88 Château de Lavernette 2016 Les Vignes de 
la Roche Chardonnay (Beaujolais Blanc). 

The de Boissieu family on its 13th generation at the 
estate, reconverted to biodynamic and organic vine-
yards in 2007. This hand-picked, light-textured, 
fruity wine is ripe, full of quince and pear flavors. 
With just the right amount of crisp acidity, it is bal-
anced, full of fruit and ready to drink. Vintage ’59 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

ROSÉS

91 Maison CR 2017 Coeur de Rosé Prestige (Côtes 
de Provence). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château des Annibals 2017 Suivez-moi 
Jeune Homme Rosé (Coteaux Varois en 

Provence). This estate, whose name recalls the Car-
thaginian general Hannibal who marched this way, 
has produced a balanced wine. Its richness and 
generous red-berry flavors contrast easily with the 
fresh acidity and crisp texture. The result is a ripe 
and also brightly fruity wine. Drink now. JP Bour-
geois. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

89 Maison CR 2017 Coeur de Rosé Réserve 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine is marked 

by bold red fruits with balanced acidity and a warm 
texture. Full of raspberry flavors, it also offers a 
touch of spice from the high proportion of Cinsault 
in the blend and final ripe acidity. The wine is rich 
and ready to drink. Maison CR Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Château des Annibals 2017 Cuvée des Anni-
bals Rosé (Var). Produced from organically 

grown grapes, this is a ripe wine. Red-berry flavors 
dominate the soft texture, with a light touch of 
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tannin as well as concentration from low-yielding 
vines. This fruity, rich wine is ready to drink. JP 
Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Maison CR 2017 Côte d’Azur Sélection Rosé 
(Mediterranée). This pale-colored rosé still 

manages to pack a punch in fresh, crisp flavors and 
acidity. Its red-currant fruitiness is enhanced by a 
touch of caramel, plenty of spice and a perfumed 
aftertaste. Drink now. Maison CR Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Rosé all Day 2017 Beaujolais Rosé. This is a 
fruity, crisp and ready-to-drink wine. With 

red-currant freshness, acidity and a lively after-
taste, the wine is refreshing. Biagio Cru & Estate 
Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

RED WINES

91 J.J. Vincent 2015 Juliénas. A rich style of 
Beaujolais, this wine is ripe with red-cherry 

flavors and structured with generous tannins. It has 
a warm feel, juicy while full-bodied and packed with 
fruit. Drink from 2019. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

89 Maison L’Envoyé 2015 Côte du Py (Morgon). 
From a selection of old vines on the slopes 

of the Côte du Py, this wine is dense and rich from 
a good vintage. The rich tannins and the struc-
ture suggest an ageworthy wine that will become 
smoother as it matures. A juicy backdrop of black 
cherries and red berries will become less intense as 
the wine matures. Drink from late 2018. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Château de Lavernette 2016 Le Chatelet 
(Saint-Amour). For a Beaujolais cru, this is 

a particularly alcoholic wine. That gives the wine 
density and power but takes away from the fruit you 
expect from the Gamay. The wine needs aging and 
will not be ready before 2020. Vintage ’59 Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

88 Domaine Chaintreuil 2016 La Madone (Fleu-
rie). Set beneath the 19th-century chapel 

that dominates the town of Fleurie, the vines for 
this wine have produced a perfumed and juicy wine. 
It is lightly structured, with a velvet texture that 
provides a smooth character over the bright final 
acidity. Drink from 2019. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Famille Perrin 2015 L’Oustalet Made From 
Organic Grapes Red (France). There’s ample 

ripeness to black-cherry and plum flavors in this 
medium-bodied red, with a slightly herbaceous 
restraint as well. Made from organic grapes, it’s a 

freshly fruity but elegant wine, with brisk acidity 
and a firmly tannic finish. Drink now–2021. Vine-
yard Brands. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Domaine Rochette 2014 Beaujolais-Villages. 
Perfumed and smooth, this soft, ripe wine is 

full of red-cherry flavors. It has a good balance of 
acidity and bright fruits with a light texture. Drink 
now. Alain Junguenet Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Michel Picard 2015 Beaujolais-Villages. The 
ripe 2015 vintage in Beaujolais has produced 

a wine full of juicy red-cherry flavors that are still 
bright and crisp. The light structure gives just the 
right shape of tannins and acidity. Drink this wine 
now. Prestige Beverage Group. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

AUSTRIA
GRÜNER VELTLINER  

FEDERSPIEL

93 Emmerich Knoll 2017 Ried Kreutles Grüner 
Veltliner Federspiel (Wachau). Gentle sage 

and moss notions play on the nose of this wine. 
They continue on the palate and meet fresh lemon 
notes, a riper, juicy pear aspect and a yeasty, miso- 
like savory backdrop. Though slender and light in 
body, it offers lots of subtle flavor and length. Circo 
Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $48 

93 Emmerich Knoll 2017 Ried Trum Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). A flinty touch 

of reduction still plays on the nose of this wine. 
Underneath, a savory touch of fern and moss already 
promises aromatic enjoyment. The palate adds zesty 
grapefruit flavor, yeasty texture and ample lemony 
freshness. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

93 Fischer 2017 Rossatz Grüner Veltliner Fed-
erspiel (Wachau). A touch of creamy pear 

entices on the nose of this slender but energetic 
wine. Lovely juicy pear notes intensify on the con-
centrated, streamlined palate. It’s driven by a cen-
tral vein of lemony freshness that lasts long into the 
finish. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

93 Johann Donabaum 2017 Peunt Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). This wine’s nose 

is rather closed, giving just hints of green pear. 
The palate is taut and tightly wound, but a little 
air reveals concentrated lemon notes and a core of 
leesy, salty savoriness recalling yeast and soy. The 
finish is clean and moreish. Winemonger. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

93 Tegernseerhof 2017 Dürnstein Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). A touch of Irish 

moss plays alongside pear notes on the nose of this 
wine. The palate adds lemony verve and textured, 
yeasty notes as well as a touch of white pepper. 
The finish is clean and moreish, with that lemony 
savoriness lingering long. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

92 Fischer 2017 Ried Zanzl Grüner Veltliner 
Federspiel (Wachau). This wine’s aroma is 

a mix of herb and fruit notes, recalling fern, sage, 
lemon and pear. The palate follows suit with bright, 
vivid freshness while a yeasty backdrop adds an ele-
ment of saltiness. The finish is lip-smacking, utterly 
refreshing and very moreish. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

92 Josef Jamek 2017 Ried Achleiten Grüner 
Veltliner Federspiel (Wachau). The nose of 

this wine is shy at first, giving just a faint idea of 
yeastiness. As it opens, creamy green pear notes 
become apparent. The concentrated palate suggests 
pear and peppery herbs like arugula and watercress. 
It’s all bundled in a lovely, svelte body. Carlo Huber 
Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

92 Tegernseerhof 2017 Ried Superin Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). Ripe, aromatic 

pear notes are lifted by lime zest scents on the nose 
of this wine. The palate brings both juicy, tart pear 
fruit and a wonderfully herbal, sage-like edge. The 
finish is mouthwatering, juicy and moreish. KWSe-
lection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Domäne Wachau 2017 Liebenberg Grüner Velt-
liner Federspiel (Wachau). This wine’s closed 

nose reveals just a little hint of lemon for now. The 
palate is far more fluid, presenting juicy green pear 
flavors with intensely zesty lemon notes and subtle 
fern and moss suggestions. It’s taut, slender and 
moreish, with a zesty, herbal finish. Gonzalez Byass 
USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Emmerich Knoll 2017 Loibner Grüner Veltliner 
Federspiel (Wachau). This wine’s nose as of 

now gives only gentle hints of yeast and red apple. 
The palate, however, brims with gloriously ripe but 
tart apple and lemon notes. It’s fresh, concentrated, 
lip-smacking and driven. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

90 Georg Frischengruber 2017 Ried Steiger 
Grüner Veltliner Federspiel (Wachau). Shy 

on the nose, this wine opens into beautifully ripe, 
aromatic pear notes on the palate. It’s slender in 
body, with a juicy and fresh nature resulting from 
a lovely streak of lemon at its core. The finish is 
refreshing and dry. Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 
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OTHER WACHAU  
GRÜNER VELTLINER

93 Georg Frischengruber 2017 Ried Zanzl Grüner 
Veltliner Smaragd (Wachau). This wine’s 

ripe apple, green pear and fresh yeast aromas carry 
over to the palate. Here, the fruit is even more 
rounded but also joined by vivid lemon freshness. 
It’s concentrated and laden with beautiful, aromatic 
fruit. Lovely now but sure to last. Drink now–2028. 
Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

92 Georg Frischengruber 2017 Ried Kirnberg 
Grüner Veltliner Smaragd (Wachau). A light 

hint of sage plays above pear peel notes on the nose 
of this wine. On the palate, a fresh streak of lemon 
unites rounded pear fruit and lovely herbal savor. 
It’s fresh, concentrated and vivid, with a lovely long 
aftertaste. Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Pichler-Krutzler 2017 Ried Klostersatz Grüner 
Veltliner (Wachau). Reduction and yeast vie 

for attention with rounded, ripe pear notes on the 
nose of this wine. The yeast wins out with its savory 
hints of soy, sage and salt. The palate is textured, 
concentrated and juicy, with lots of lemony fresh-
ness. A lovely, exciting and spicy mouthful. Wey-
gandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

KREMSTAL  
GRÜNER VELTLINER

94 Mantlerhof 2016 Ried Spiegel Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). This wine’s beatutifully 

aromatic notions of red-cheeked russet pear and 
autumn leaves create an intriguing, appetizing nose. 
On the palate, textured, spicy savoriness takes over, 
suggesting even more russet pear and salty yeast. 
It’s intense, concentrated and utterly spicy, with the 
rattle and hum of white pepper throughout. Lovely 
now, it’s sure to develop even more intensity. Drink 
now–2030. Skurnik Wines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

93 Berger 2017 Ried Reisenthal Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). This wine’s lemon balm, fennel 

seed and pear scents create a savory yet fruity nose. 
The palate brings an extra dimenstion of texture 
created by yeasty, zesty notions. Though slender in 
body, it’s full of flavor and nuance, as all elements 
come together with uncommon intensity on the fin-
ish. Lovely. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Türk 2017 vom Urgestein Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). A ripe hint of Mirabelle plum 

plays alongside green pear and white pepper aromas 
on the nose of this wine. The palate carries these 
notes with bright, concentrated ease. It’s mouthfill-

ing, lip-smacking, exciting and delicious. Balanced 
Wine Selections LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

92 Forstreiter 2017 Kremser Kogl Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). This wine’s fern, soy and 

fresh yeast aromas promise an interesting palate. 
The palate continues in this fresh, savory fashion, 
adding bright lemon notes for freshness and poise. 
A slender, spicy, subtle wine. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

92 Geyerhof 2017 Hoher Rain Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). Russet pear peel scents are 

joined by zesty grapefruit notes on the nose of this 
wine. The same duo appears on the palate, made 
juicier by ripe pear notioins. It’s hedonistic and 
serious at the same time, with a lovely, concen-
trated, dry finish. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Hermann Moser 2017 Karmeliterberg Grüner 
Veltliner (Kremstal). This wine’s bright, 

citrusy nose has green pear, fern and white pepper 
nuances. The palate keeps that citric tone and adds 
a wonderful dose of tingling white pepper. It’s lively, 
savory and lip-smacking. Boutique Wine Collection. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

92 Nigl 2017 Piri Grüner Veltliner (Kremstal). 
This wine’s shy nose favors savoriness over 

fruit with its hints of miso and soy. Riper fruit 
emerges as it airs, yielding two poles: white pepper 
and yeast on the one hand and rounded, aromatic 
pear on the other. The body remains slender and 
fresh yet concentrated. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

92 Salomon-Undhof 2017 Franciscus Grüner 
Veltliner (Kremstal). This wine’s pear and 

yeast notes get an extra boost of ripeness from 
Mirabelle plum aromas. The palate is juicy, with a 
savory edge of yeast and a lovely hint of salt. It’s 
slender in body yet conentrated, with a sassy, spicy 
finish. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Berger 2017 Lössterrassen Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). Fern, pear peel and moss aromas 

create wonderfully green freshness on the nose of 
this wine. The palate adds subtle ripe pear notes 
packed in a slender, concentrated body that shim-
mers with white pepper zestiness. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Geyerhof 2017 Rosensteig Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). This wine’s ripe pear and fresh 

yeast aromas have an almost green apple-like fresh-
ness. The taut, fruit-driven and lemony palate 
brims with fresh citrus notes. The finish is dry and 
refreshing. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Geyerhof 2017 Stockwerk Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). Aromatic notions of Williams 

pear stream from the glass. That same ripe fruiti-
ness continues on the palate, where hints of yeast 
and lemon zest create a lovely texture. This is ripe 
but taut, fruity but layered—and simply lovely. Blue 
Danube Wine Co. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

91 Hermann Moser 2017 Gebling Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). This wine’s shy, closed nose 

leads to a subtle palate filled with Conference pear, 
lemon and creamy yeast touches. It’s light bodied 
but concentrated, and a lovely dash of white pep-
per spices up the finish. Boutique Wine Collection. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Hermann Moser 2017 Per Due Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). An unusually floral hint precedes 

this wine’s pear and cream aromas. The palate 
remains light and fresh, with a sonorous backdrop 
of yeasty texture. Bright lemon notes follow through 
to the dry finish. Boutique Wine Collection. Best 
Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

91 Winzer Krems 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Krem-
stal). Russet pear peel and heady yeast notes 

have quite an impact on the nose of this wine. Both 
pear and yeast notes create texture and flavor on 
the bright, fresh and concentrated palate. There’s 
a shimmer of soy, cream and white pepper in the 
background. Multiple U.S. importers. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

90 Mantlerhof 2017 Weitgasse Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). A touch of reduction still 

colors the pear and yeast notes on the nose of this 
wine. The palate is dominated by leesy notes of 
yeast and the textural backdrop they create, framing 
some lovely bright lemon notes. That textural plea-
sure lasts all the way to the refreshing, dry finish. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Proidl 2017 Ried Hausberg Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). A hint of salty yeast accents 

this wine’s freshly cut russet pear aromas. The 
palate comes in with ripe, round pear flavors that 
swish beautifully around the salty yeast notes. Firm 
freshness keeps everything toned through the dry 
finish. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Salomon-Undhof 2017 Wieden Grüner Velt-
liner (Kremstal). This wine’s nose offers a 

subtle hint of moss but nothing more. On the palate, 
yeasty, salty flavors appear alongside some pithy 
citrus zest notes. It’s taut, textured and fresh, with 
a lovely dry finish. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 
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89 Aigner 2017 Sandgrube Grüner Veltliner 
(Kremstal). Ripe, juicy, yellow pear aromas 

emerge on the nose of this wine. The palate follows 
with lighter, brighter juiciness, making it a light, 
easy, summery sipper. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Proidl 2017 Freiheit Grüner Veltliner (Krem-
stal). This wine’s pear peel and yeast aro-

mas open into lemony juiciness on the light, dry and 
easy-drinking palate. A perfectly refreshing summer 
wine. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

KAMPTAL GRÜNER VELTLINER

94 Eichinger 2017 Ried Hasel Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). A touch of reduction plays on 

the nose, while the palate slowly opens into a won-
derful display of pepper-spiced pear, yeasty apple 
and herb-scented lemon notes. The leesy texture 
lends mouthfeel and body while freshness lends 
drive. This is what Grüner Veltliner can do in tal-
ented hands. Lovely now, it’s sure to develop. Drink 
now–2028. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

93 Bründlmayer 2017 Ried Berg Vogelsang 
Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). This wine’s 

Comice pear juiciness beckons from first whiff. On 
the palate, this vivid fruit notion is underlined by 
fresh lemon and salty, yeasty glimpses. It’s concen-
trated, with ample freshness and the merest touch 
of creaminess. A complex, lovely and elegant Grüner 
Veltliner. Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $31 

93 Eichinger 2017 Ried Wechselberg Grüner Velt-
liner (Kamptal). This wine’s shy nose gives 

way to a still tightly wound palate. Its concentrated 
body holds ripe, bright lemon and salty sage flavors 
in a tight embrace. Driven and taut, it promises 
lasting refreshment. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

92 Bründlmayer 2017 Terrassen Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). A touch of reduction still clouds 

the ripe but tart red apple notes on the nose of 
this wine. With a little air, the fruit becomes more 
expressive, crescendoing into a savory core of yeast, 
flint, salty soy and sage. The finish brims with ripe 
lemon. Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

92 Eichinger 2017 Strass Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). Faint hints of fern and lime 

appear on the nose of this toned wine. The palate 
is fresh with green pear and lovely white pepper 
notes. Yeastiness provides a lovely, textured back-
drop. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

92 Hiedler 2017 Ried Thal Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). This wine’s shy nose offers mere 

hints of salty yeast. On the palate, the saltiness 
becomes more pronounced and is joined by white 
pepper and fresh lemon brightness. Ripe pear notes 
round it all out and let the pepperiness tingle on the 
finish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

92 Hirsch 2017 Kammern Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). Yeast and reduction give this 

wine’s nose a raw but promising character. Yeast 
notes also envelop the palate, where ripe pear and 
bright lemon flavors add verve, roundness and 
freshness. A salty edge of soy emerges on the long, 
lemony finish. Hirsch Vineyards. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

92 Loimer 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). 
Yeasty creaminess plays on the nose of this 

wine while leafy, herbal overtones create allure. The 
palate wraps this all into a concentrated, fresh, taut 
bundle of savoriness and lemon freshness. It has 
verve, drive and a wonderfully yeasty, peppery fin-
ish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

92 Schlosskellerei Gobelsburg 2017 Langen-
lois Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). Soy, sage 

and miso scents show their savoriness on the nose 
of this wine. On the palate, they’re joined by ripe 
pear and a lovely core of bright lemon freshness. A 
streamlined, spicy and utterly moreish Grüner Velt-
liner with lasting appeal. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

92 Weszeli 2017 Steingarten Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). The faint notion of sage and 

moss on the nose of this wine turns into expan-
sive, yeasty freshness on the palate. It’s slender but 
mouthfilling, emphasizing texture over fruit. The 
finish shows lemony freshess. Savio Soares Selec-
tions. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Brandl 2017 Zöbing Grüner Veltliner (Kamp-
tal). Creamy yeast and green pear notes 

dominate the aromatic nose of this wine. The pal-
ate continues with this fresh green but also balmy 
theme, adding lemon and juicy pear highlights. It’s 
slender and sleek in body, concentrated yet creamy. 
A lovely, subtle wine with a delicious, lemony finish. 
MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Weixelbaum 2017 Wechselberg Grüner Velt-
liner (Kamptal). This wine’s ripe, juicy green 

pear flesh and freshly cut russet pear peel scents are 
united in creaminess. On the palate, a salty, savory 
yeast element takes over the fruit notes, lend-
ing both flavor and texture. A beautifully weighty, 
rounded but fresh Grüner Veltliner. H. Mercer Wine 
& Spirit Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Weszeli 2017 Langenlois Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). This needs a lot of air before its 

shy, almost-closed nose offers up ripe red apple aro-
mas. On the palate, concentrated, fresh apple and 
lemon strike. It’s edged with white pepper, sage and 
fern notes, and a lovely fillip of zestiness marks the 
finish. Savio Soares Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Hiedler 2017 Langenlois Grüner Veltliner 
(Kamptal). The crushed sage and lemon 

notes that mark the nose of this wine attain a far 
riper aspect on the palate. Yellow Mirabelle plum 
flavors fill the mouth, rounded by yeasty richness 
and framed by lemon freshness. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

89 Brandl 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Kamptal). 
This wine’s ripe, juicy pear and fresh 

lemon scents create an appetizing nose. The pal-
ate is equally juicy, with more pear and tart lemon 
notes. It’s easy, light, dry and totally refreshing. MS 
Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

WAGRAM GRÜNER VELTLINER

91 Bernhard Ott 2017 Der Ott Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). A slightly herbal note of sage 

accompanies this wine’s lemon and green pear aro-
mas. The slender, dry and vivid palate continues 
this bright lemon freshness. It echoes with yeast, 
miso, white pepper and that beautifully savory sage. 
An expressive, delicious and moreish Grüner Velt-
liner. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

91 Bernhard Ott 2017 Fass 4 Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). This leads with sage, pear and 

white pepper hints. The palate flows with lightness 
and ease, but underneath it all is a core of pepper, 
herb and yeast. The flavors are long and subtle; the 
finish is dry and lasting. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

90 Anton Bauer 2017 Ried Gmirk Grüner Velt-
liner (Wagram). This wine’s ripe and green 

pear scents continue their gently-fruited game on 
the light, easy and dry palate. Pear fruit sets the 
tone all the way, with a little assistance from lem-
ony brightness. Slender and fresh, it lingers long. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

90 Anton Bauer 2017 Ried Rosenberg Grüner 
Veltliner (Wagram). This wine’s ripe green 

pear, yeast, miso and arugula notes on the nose 
reappear on the light but aromatic palate. Subtle 
hints of yeast and salt accent its gentle pear fruit. 
It’s light bodied and dry, with a totally refreshing 
finish. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Bernhard Ott 2017 Am Berg Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). Grapefruit peel and yeast notes 
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mingle with fresh Conference pear on the nose of 
this wine. The palate takes all this fruit and adds 
a salty savoriness reminiscent of white pepper 
and soy sauce. The finish is full-flavored, long and 
dry, with refreshing, savory moreishness. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

90 Josef Bauer 2017 Katharina Grüner Velt-
liner (Wagram). This wine’s ripe Confer-

ence pear aromas get their full billing on the juicy, 
pear-flavored and wonderfully fresh palate. Lemony 
zestiness tingles along, with a little white pepper-
like spice. The finish is lip-smacking, fresh and dry. 
Siema LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Leth 2017 Ried Steinagrund Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). Miso notes mingle with ripe 

Conference pear scents on the nose of this wine. 
The palate adds a yeasty texture and lively lemon 
flavors, making it a very expressive, dry and totally 
refreshing Grüner Veltliner. Domaine Select Wine & 
Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Diwald 2017 Grossriedenthaler Löss Grüner 
Veltliner (Wagram). This wine’s yeast, miso 

and pear peel aromas create a lovely nose. The same 
pleasure can be found on the subtle, gently spiced 
palate, where this savoriness figures just as much 
as ripe pear fruit. It’s light, dry and full of flavor. 
Langdon Shiverick. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

89 Josef Bauer 2017 Ried Spiegel Grüner Velt-
liner (Wagram). Both Conference and ripe 

yellow pear aromas appear on the nose of this wine. 
On the dry palate, they’re met with lemony fresh-
ness and that peppery, herbal verve we all look for 
in Grüner Veltliner. It’s dry, fluid and very refresh-
ing. Siema LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Josef Bauer 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Wagram). 
This leads with shy hints of peardrop and 

lemon. The palate brings those notes out further, 
adding the merest touch of pepper. It’s a light, easy-
drinking, fresh and dry wine. Siema LLC. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Mehofer 2017 Klassik Grüner Veltliner 
(Wagram). This wine’s fresh nose of green 

Conference pear leads to riper pear fruit on the pal-
ate, tempered by bright lemon accents. It’s light, 
easy and beautifully pear-scented on the dry finish. 
The Artisan Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

88 Weingut Groiss 2017 Alte Reben Grüner Velt-
liner (Wagram). The bright, fruity hints of 

peardrop on the nose of this wine continue in the 
same easy, fruity vein on the palate. Light bodied 

and juicy, it’s an ideal party or picnic wine. Slocum 
& Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

NIEDERÖSTERREICH  
GRÜNER VELTLINER

92 Hager Matthias 2017 Mollands Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). This wine’s won-

derfully tart and leafy notions of green pear and 
green citrus zest make for an intriguing nose. The 
palate focuses on the zestiness, adding a little 
yeasty pepper spice. It’s intense, taut, spicy and 
very refreshing, with a savory, enduring finish. Soil-
air Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

92 Weinrieder 2017 Ried Schneiderberg Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). Beautifully ripe 

pear aromas are enhanced by a rich creaminess on 
the nose of this wine. The palate is equally creamy, 
with a lovely yeasty dimension that brings out the 
pear flavor and bright, refreshing citrus. It’s concen-
trated, taut and long. Vidalco International, LLC. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

91 Hirsch 2017 Hirschvergnügen Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). This wine’s ripe pear fruit 

and leesy yeastiness make it seem like a raw tank 
sample. On the palate, the yeastiness expresses 
itself as savory texture, framing fresh lemon notes 
and peppery highlights. The finish is dry and long. 
Hirsch Vineyards. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

91 Türk 2017 Kremser Weinberge Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). This wine’s fern, white 

pepper, sage and pear aromas follow through to 
the pristine, taut palate that’s textured with zesty 
grapefruit. It has a core of juicy pear fruit and a glo-
riously lip-smacking, lemony finish. Balanced Wine 
Selections LLC. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

90 Hiedler 2017 Löss Grüner Veltliner (Nie-
derösterreich). Green pear, sage and miso 

touches on the nose of this wine carry seamlessly 
over to the wonderfully expressive, textured palate. 
There’s lemony brightness but also a midpalate core 
of yeast and salty savoriness. What a lovely Grüner 
Veltliner: dry, light but oh so expressive. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

90 Weinrieder 2017 Klassik Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Yeasty scents accent 

this wine’s lovely, bright lemon-like tanginess. The 
lovely lemon streak also comes through on the easy, 
light but beautifully textured palate. The finish is 
juicy and dry. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

89 Hiller 2017 Simone I Wine & Queen Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). A touch of 

juicy, yellow plum adds its ripe notions to this 
wine’s savory nose of sage and pear. The palate is 
mellow but fresh, with a lovely, zesty hint of bright 
citrus and a tiny bit of residual spritz. Very lively 
and refreshing. Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine Mer-
chants. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Martinshof 2017 Veltliner Friends Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). The nose of 

this wine offers ripe russet pear and a touch of 
zesty grapefruit. That zestiness continues on the 
slender, light, dry palate, where a bit of yeast makes 
for a lovely, savory texture. Carlo Huber Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Salomon-Undhof 2017 Hochterrassen Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). The nose of this 

wine is subdued, but the palate presents a vision of 
fleshy, generous and ripe pear fruit. Lemony bright-
ness reins these flavors in, leading to a clean, bright, 
juicy finish. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

89 The Dot 2017 Austrian Apple Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). This wine’s ripe russet 

pear peel aromas have a yeasty tang. On the palate, 
riper aspects of yellow pear join the fray and play 
against the lovely phenolic texture. The finish is dry 
and zesty. Palm Bay International. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

89 The Dot 2017 Austrian Pepper Grüner Velt-
liner (Niederösterreich). A beautifully green 

touch of leaves and herbs gives the nose of this wine 
a creamy aspect. The palate is light, pear-scented 
and savory. A lovely, subtle, spicy summer white 
with a dry finish. Palm Bay International. Best Buy. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 Domäne Baumgartner 2017 Batonnage A 
Musique Grüner Veltliner (Niederösterreich). 

This wine’s shy nose gives intriguing glimpses of 
peppery savoriness. The palate is fresh, easy and 
more fruity than the nose suggests. A lovely, light, 
dry and very refreshing summer wine with a touch 
of peppery spice. Sonor Wines America. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Lenz Moser 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Niederös-
terreich). Gentle peardrop and Conference 

pear aromas segue into fresh lemon notes on this 
wine’s light, dry and easy-drinking palate. It finishes 
clean. Niche Import Company. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12/1 L 

88 Stift Klosterneuburg 2017 Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). This wine’s shy nose 

allows glimpses of lemon, which carry over to the 
easy, juicy, light and flowing palate. This is a fresh, 
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easy summer wine with a dry, clean finish. Boutique 
Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Winzer Krems 2017 Kremser Sandgrube 
Grüner Veltliner (Niederösterreich). This 

wine’s shy nose leads to a fresh palate with subtle 
pepperiness and green pear notes. It’s dry, easy 
and just a little textured. Drink soon. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Etz Wein KG 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Niederös-
terreich). There is a faint touch of lemon on 

the nose of this wine. The neutral palate also shows 
off some lemony brightness and finishes clean and 
dry. Winemonger. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15/1 L 

87 Forstreiter 2017 Grooner Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). The nose of this wine 

brims with cool-ferment peardrop notes. The pal-
ate follows with lemony freshness and a dry, easy-
drinking style. It is made for uncomplicated but 
lasting refreshment. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

87 Kurt Angerer 2017 Kies Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). The nose of this wine is 

restrained and has the faintest notes of reduction 
and yeast. The palate is light, with light lemon notes 
and easygoing, reviving freshness. The dry finish is 
wonderfully clean. Drink soon. Weygandt-Metzler. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Winzer Krems 2017 Sandgrube 13 Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). This wine’s ripe 

pear and dried sage overtones continue on the easy, 
dry and fluid palate. The body is light and fresh; the 
finish is clean and refreshing. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Winzer Krems 2017 Von den Terrassen Grüner 
Veltliner (Niederösterreich). A ripe aspect of 

juicy pear shows on the nose of this wine. The light, 
dry, refreshing palate has some residual CO2. Drink 
soon. Multiple U.S. importers. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

BURGENLAND  
GRÜNER VELTLINER

90 Esterházy 2017 Estoras Grüner Veltliner 
(Burgenland). This wine’s subtle but aro-

matic note of cut Conference pear makes for a fresh 
nose. The palate is full of riper yellow pear fruit. It’s 
easy and juicy, with a lip-smacking, zesty, dry finish. 
Wein Bauer Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Esterházy 2017 Classic Grüner Veltliner (Bur-
genland). This wine’s savory touch of Irish 

moss and citrus foliage creates a refreshing and 
lifted nose. The palate continues in this fresh, light-
bodied and citrusy vein and presents a lovely, light 
and savory summer wine for immediate pleasure. 
Wein Bauer Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Biokult 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Burgenland). 
This Grüner Veltliner’s aromatic nose 

suggests arugula, lime and ripe lemon. The palate 
is juicy and easy, with lots of pear fruit and more 
fresh lemon. A summer wine par excellence with 
a refreshing, dry finish. Natural Merchants, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

88 Winzerkeller Andau 2017 Grüner Veltliner 
(Burgenland). A lovely hint of freshly cut 

russet pear peel on the nose of this wine segues into 
full-flavored ripe pear on the palate. Juicy, light, dry 
and fruit-driven. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Golser Wein 2017 Una Grüner Veltliner (Bur-
genland). This wine’s fresh, lifted citrus 

aroma has a touch of lime. The palate is also totally 
bright with lemony freshness and summery ease. 
This is one for the picnic basket. Drink soon. Le 
Cantine Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

OTHER GRÜNER VELTLINER

92 Ingrid Groiss 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Weinvier-
tel). This wine’s shy nose gives very little 

away, but the palate offers subtle Conference pear 
notes, made more precise by lovely lemon bright-
ness. A touch of yeast lends texture. The finish is 
wonderfully lip-smacking. Circo Vino. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

92 Markus Huber 2017 Obere Steigen Grüner 
Veltliner (Traisental). Peardrop aromas 

dominate the nose of this wine, but a lovely, creamy 
fresh yeast aspect and bright lemon notes join in 
on the taut, slender and graceful body. It’s lithe but 
full-flavored, hinting at fern, moss, green pear and 
lemon on the long finish. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Wieninger 2017 Nussberg Grüner Veltliner 
(Vienna). This wine’s shy nose gives way to 

a taut, tight palate, which shimmers with lemon, 
yeast and white pepper notes. It’s slender but con-
centrated and very refreshing. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

87 H. & M. Hofer 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Weinland 
Österreich). This wine’s faint Conference 

pear scents follow through to the palate, where they 
are joined by bright, lemony freshness. It’s easy, 
light and dry but utterly fresh and vivid. Drink soon. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19/1 L 

87 Weingut Groiss 2017 Grüner Veltliner (Wein-
land Österreich). The ripe, juicy pear notes 

on the nose of this wine continue on the appetiz-
ingly dry, easy and fresh palate. Lemony verve 
brings brightness to the ripe fruit. A light, lovely 
picnic wine. Slocum & Sons, Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $12/1 L 

86 Martinshof 2017 Zum Martin Sepp Grüner 
Veltliner (Weinland Österreich). This wine’s 

very faint nose gives the merest hint of lemon. The 
palate is slightly dilute but therefore very light and 
easy. The finish is dry and clean. Carlo Huber Selec-
tions. —A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $14/1 L 

WACHAU RIESLING

98 Nikolaihof 2004 Steinriesler Riesling 
(Wachau). Swirl this awake to reveal a 

world of dried hayflower, lemon peel and tart, 
baked apple. Its lifted, elixir-like chamomile scent 
goes straight to the pleasure center of the brain, 
signaling a celebration of maturing Riesling. Dry, 
taut and fresh, it shimmers with lemon zest and 
lemon-scented incense. Although immensely con-
centrated, it’s also quite lithe. Treasure this, with 
its deep, lingering flavors. Lovely now, it will con-
tinue to develop. Drink now–2040. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $80 

96 Nikolaihof 2014 Steiner Hund Riesling 
(Wachau). The beeswax, wet stone, hay-

flower and dried lemon notes on the nose of this 
wine suggest development. Its dry, slender yet 
concentrated palate has a weightless fluidity that 
echoes with eloquent beeswax and citrus oil flavors. 
The combination of lightness and beautiful depth 
make it so intriguing and moreish. Subtle, lovely, 
taut and fresh, it’s nowhere near its peak. The finish 
reveals a brilliant dash of mandarin. Drink 2028–
2040. Skurnik Wines, Inc. Cellar Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

94 Nikolaihof 2014 Vom Stein Riesling Smaragd 
(Wachau). This wine’s earth, straw and 

lifted lemon scents suggest evolution. The palate, on 
the other hand, is dewy and fresh, with pristine and 
pure lemon notes. Though edged with a beeswax-
like quality, its central vein of bright lemon flavor 
radiates freshness. It’s bone dry and light, with a 
lip-smacking, salty and long finish. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

94 Pichler-Krutzler 2017 In der Wand Riesling 
(Wachau). The nose of this wine is shy, but 
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several swirls reveal a hidden well of ripe manda-
rin. This wonderful fruit becomes more expressive 
on the taut, driven palate, where zestiness frames it 
and makes it shine even more. Lovely, light, refresh-
ing and long. Drink now–2030. Weygandt-Metzler. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

93 Georg Frischengruber 2017 Ried Kirnberg 
Riesling Smaragd (Wachau). Gloriously 

heady aromas of crushed citrus foliage and vivid 
lime zest scents introduce this wine. The palate 
brims with tangerine and Meyer lemon notes. Their 
headiness fills nose and palate, tingling with gor-
geous, scented freshness. Lovely now, it’s sure to 
develop. Drink now–2028. Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 30% Price: $45 

93 Josef Jamek 2017 Ried Klaus Riesling Fed-
erspiel (Wachau). Lemon and citrus foliage 

characterize the nose of this wine. Those scents also 
frame the palate, where salty yeastiness creates an 
intriguing and savory core that radiates moreish-
ness. The finish is lip-smacking, dry and full of salty 
lemon tang. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

93 Pichler-Krutzler 2017 Ried Pfaffenberg 
Riesling (Wachau). A touch of reduction 

still hovers above the nose of this wine. The pal-
ate comes in with brisk freshness and some residual 
spritz. The flavors center on bright lemon flesh and 
zest. This is juicy, light, brisk and taut. Refreshment 
is guarateed, but so is development for those with 
the patience to wait. Lightness is a chief virtue here. 
Drink now–2030. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

92 Domäne Wachau 2017 Bruck Riesling Feder-
spiel (Wachau). Grapefruit, lemon and tan-

gerine notes unite on nose and palate of this wine, 
creating an intriguing interplay of ripe and tart cit-
rus that tingles on the tongue and sweeps across the 
senses. It’s taut, fresh, fruity and full of refreshment 
and joy. Gonzalez Byass USA. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Domäne Wachau 2017 Loibenberg Riesling 
Federspiel (Wachau). The lemon balm and 

faint lime peel hints on the nose of this wine signal 
freshness. On the palate, they coalesce into zesty, 
vivid drive, making you want more of this crystal-
clear freshness. Although light in body, it totally 
delivers on the aromatic refreshment front. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Emmerich Knoll 2017 Ried Pfaffenberg Ries-
ling Kabinett (Wachau). This Kabinett-style 

wine’s heady yuzu leaf and lemon blossom aromas 
persist on the wonderfully light and still slightly 
spritzy palate. It’s sinuous and light, like a fresh 
citrus breeze. The finish is off dry and zesty. Circo 
Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $57 

91 Emmerich Knoll 2017 Loibner Riesling Fed-
erspiel (Wachau). A touch of moss joins the 

tender mandarin notes on the nose of this wine. The 
palate is still subdued and needs time to unwind, 
but its citrus purity and lightness promise wonder-
ful, summery, weightless refreshment and poise. 
The finish is dry, lemony and very moreish. Circo 
Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $48 

90 Pichler-Krutzler 2017 Loiben Riesling 
(Wachau). A smoky edge of reduction still 

hangs over this wine, but underneath it, the unmis-
takeable freshness of bright lemon peeks through. 
This lemon streak also informs the concentrated, 
taut palate. The finish is dry, juicy and lemony. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Fischer 2017 Ried Kirnberg Riesling Feder-
spiel (Wachau). The nose of this wine is 

a little subdued but suggests lemon, pear and wet 
earth. On the finish, lemony drive and freshness 
begin to show, presenting a lovely, lip-smacking and 
dry quality. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

89 Tegernseerhof 2017 Dürnstein Riesling Fed-
erspiel (Wachau). A hint of yeast lends an 

earthy aspect to the nose of this wine. The palate 
also has a pithy, textural edge, giving depth to its 
light, citrus-fresh body. The finish is dry and aro-
matic. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

KREMSTAL RIESLING

92 Aigner 2017 Ried Weinzierlberg Riesling 
(Kremstal). A touch of wet pebble mingles 

with the ripe tangerine notes on the nose of this 
wine. That perfumed, aromatic, ripe citrus per-
vades the entire palate, which is streamlined, dry 
and taut. While freshness provides direction and 
drive, tangerine notes swirl with delicious intent. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Salomon-Undhof 2017 Von den Terrassen 
Riesling (Kremstal). This wine’s crushed 

citrus foliage aromas immediately rise from the 
glass. The palate is taut and precise, with brisk, 
concentrated and pithy lemon notes, presenting 
formidable refreshment in a racy, dry and tingling 
package. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

92 Stift Göttweig 2017 Furth Riesling (Krem-
stal). The pristine Amalfi lemon zest notes 

on the nose of this wine fill out to encompass the 
entire palate. The body is taut and tight but filled 
to the brim with these joyous, ripe and zesty lemon 
suggestions. They come to a glorious, long and dry 
finish with tangy sassiness. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Hermann Moser 2017 Gebling Riesling 
(Kremstal). Faint lemon zest notes open 

into mandarin hints on the nose of this wine. The 
palate presents a similarly ripe and tart picture of 
refreshing, juicy citrus. The palate is light, easy, aro-
matic and very refreshing—especially for summer 
sipping. Boutique Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Müller-Grossmann 2016 Steiner Point Ries-
ling (Kremstal). This wine’s ripe pear and 

pleasantly bitter grapefruit zest aromas make for an 
intriguing duo. They continue on the fresh, taut and 
pithy palate, where textured lemon notes add an 
extra dimension. The finish is dry and very refresh-
ing. Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Nigl 2017 Piri Riesling (Kremstal). The vivid, 
lively lemon zest notes on the nose of this 

wine stay on course throughout the juicy, concen-
trated palate. The body is light, dry and very zesty. 
A lovely summer wine with verve and tons of lemon 
flavor. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Proidl 2017 Ried Rameln Riesling (Krem-
stal). A faint hint of lemon oil perfumes the 

nose of this wine. The palate presents tart apple and 
ripe lemon flavors in a juicy, light-bodied and easy 
package. It goes down far too easily with its lemony 
charm and dry finish. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

90 Türk 2017 Kremser Weinberge Riesling 
(Kremstal). This wine’s lemon and ripe, 

yellow Mirabelle plum scents smile from the glass. 
The palate follows with ripe freshness and a slender 
yet juicy body. This is lovely and light, with a dry 
finish. Balanced Wine Selections LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

KAMPTAL RIESLING

92 Eichinger 2017 Strass Riesling (Kamptal). 
Something bright and herbal shimmers 

amid the lemon zest notes on the nose of this wine. 
The palate, on the other hand, brims with zesty ripe 
lemon and brisk tangerine flavors. It’s concentrated 
yet easy, filled with joy and total freshness. That 
tangy, textural freshness goes on and on. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

91 Bründlmayer 2017 Terrassen Riesling (Kamp-
tal). A beautiful aromatic lift of citrus foliage 

signals freshness on the nose of this wine. The pal-
ate follows with a juicy mix of lemon and mandarin 
notes within a light, fresh and easy body that’s full 
of flavor, verve and joy. The finish is dry and more-
ish. Terry Theise Estate Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 
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91 Hiedler 2017 Steinhaus Riesling (Kamptal). A 
touch of yeast still swings alongside the lively 

Meyer lemon aromas on the nose of this wine. The 
palate then presents full-blown lemon zestiness and 
ample tangerine notes. It’s dry, brisk, enlivening 
and zippy and packs a zesty citrus punch. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Schloss Gobelsburg 2017 Zöbing Riesling 
(Kamptal). This wine’s subtle lemon and 

lime zest scents rise tentatively from the glass. The 
palate follows with more zestiness and some lovely 
concentration from which tangerine, ripe apple and 
mandarin notions emanate. It’s lovely, light and 
gentle but very fresh. The dry finish is long and aro-
matic. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Hiedler 2017 Langenlois Riesling (Kamptal). 
The faint but fresh ripe lemon notes on 

the nose of this wine segue into even more lemony 
brightness on the slender, taut and brisk palate. 
This is all about freshness, drive and verve. The lip-
smacking, dry finish carries wonderful zestiness. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Hirsch 2017 Zöbing Riesling (Kamptal). 
Reduction still clouds the aromas in this 

slender wine, but the palate reveals aromatic hints 
of citrus foliage and ripe tangerine peel. The body 
is juicy and bright—full of mandarin and tanger-
ine notes. The finish is clean, zesty and dry. Hirsch 
Vineyards. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Loimer 2017 Langenlois Riesling (Kamptal). 
This wine’s ripe Mirabelle plum aromas 

have a lovely lick of lemon. The palate is light, juicy, 
easy and svelte, with just enough lemony flavor to 
be really refreshing. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

WAGRAM RIESLING

92 Bernhard Ott 2017 Feuersbrunn Riesling 
(Wagram). Tender and subtle but supremely 

fresh green lemon notes mark the nose of this wine. 
That bright, taut and zesty lemon theme carries 
on, pervading the entire slender palate. It’s con-
centrated, lip-smacking and simply so moreish. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Josef Bauer 2017 Feuersbrunn Riesling 
(Wagram). The subtle citrus hints on the 

nose of this wine turn into juicy tangerine tanginess 
on the slender, dry palate. The body is concentrated 
and bold, brimming with zesty verve. The finish is 
dry and long. Siema LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

90 Leth 2017 Felser Weinberger Riesling 
(Wagram). This wine’s tart yet ripe golden 

apple aromas turn into a wonderfully zesty lemon 
impression on the taut, tight and slender palate. 
There’s lovely body and richness, but it’s all cor-
alled into a zesty, juicy focus. Total refreshment is 
guaranteed. Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

89 Weingut Groiss 2017 Riesling (Wagram). A 
gloriously alluring aromatic streak of cit-

rus and summer blossom hovers on the nose of 
this wine, promising freshness and thrill. The pal-
ate lives up to this billing with verve, slenderness, 
freshness and just a smidge of fruit-boosting resid-
ual sweetness. The finish is dry and vibrant. Slocum 
& Sons, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

NIEDERÖSTERREICH RIESLING

93 Mantlerhof 2016 Ried Steingraben Riesling 
(Niederösterreich). Yeasty earthiness still 

clings to the nose of this wine, but lovely tart red 
apple notes also shine through. The palate brims 
with tart apple freshness, rounded by riper notions 
of mandarin and clementine. It’s charming, expres-
sive and aromatic, with a lovely herbal edge of 
lemon balm. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Weinrieder 2017 Ried Böckgärten Riesling 
(Niederösterreich). A touch of reduction still 

plays about the nose of this fresh, brisk, lemon- and 
lemon balm-scented Riesling. A lovely dimension 
of leesy yeast in the background hints at its youth, 
lending some extra body to the otherwise slender 
yet utterly refreshing palate. Vidalco International, 
LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Geyerhof 2017 Ried Sprinzenberg Riesling 
(Niederösterreich). The ripe russet apple 

notes on the nose of this wine are framed by zesty 
lemon impressions. On the palate, they open into 
joyful, light-footed juiciness and tinglingly fresh 
fruit. It has a party vibe, seducing with tangerine 
loveliness. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

89 Dürnberg 2017 Falkenstein Riesling (Nie-
derösterreich). This wine’s citrus foliage 

and lemon zest scents make for a summery nose. 
The palate follows in a similarly aromatic fashion, 
with exquisite lightness and freshness. The lemony 
brightness lasts and puts a spring in your step. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

OTHER RIESLING

93 Markus Huber 2017 Engelsberg Riesling 
(Traisental). This wine’s subtle hints of 

tangerine and lemon rise from the glass. These cit-
rus notions intensify on the palate, filling the mouth 
with their aromatic, alluring freshness. It’s a slen-
der and graceful Riesling that comes on light feet 
but leaves a wonderful trail of freshness and per-
fume. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Wohlmuth 2017 Kitzeck-Sausal Riesling 
(Südsteiermark). The merest hint of elder-

flower plays on the nose of this wine before bright, 
ripe lemon notes take over. Those notes also rule the 
zesty, taut and slender palate that still fizzes with a 
touch of residual CO2. This has lightness and effort-
less ease on its side. Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Höpler 2017 Riesling (Burgenland). A slight 
but lifted hint of citrus plays about the nose 

of this wine. The same poised freshness takes over 
on the light-bodied, dry palate, rejoicing in pure, 
lemony brightness. A lovely, lemony summer wine. 
USA Wine Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

PINOT GRIS

93 Wohlmuth 2017 Ried Gola Pinot Gris (Süd-
steiermark). A touch of tropical exuberance 

recalling mango and passion fruit peeks though the 
subtle vanilla notes on the nose of this wine. The 
palate reels these in, lending a lovely aromatic fillip 
of passion fruit to its core of textured, ripe lemon 
and grapefruit zestiness. It’s light but expressive, 
deep and beautifully complex. Drink now–2028. 
Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Wohlmuth 2017 Kitzeck-Sausal Pinot Gris 
(Südsteiermark). A touch of creaminess, 

a hint of ivy and lots of ripe pear and lemon fruit: 
This is the lovely nose of this fresh, concentrated 
and tangy white. Lemony brightness and zesty tex-
ture make it stand out. Enjoy now or hold through 
2025. Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Steindorfer 2017 Fuchsloch Pinot Gris (Bur-
genland). A touch of peardrop combines 

with a rich, creamy notion on the nose of this wine. 
The palate cuts in with freshness and rich pear fruit. 
It has a very fruit-driven, textured, medium body 
with a lovely, tangy, lemon-laced finish. KWSelec-
tion.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

87 Rosenhof 2017 Pinot Gris (Burgenland). The 
ripe pear notions on the nose of this wine 

gain a lovely streak of lemony freshness on the 
medium-bodied palate. Although ripe, it channels 
its power into lemony freshness. The finish is dry 
and warm. Blue Danube Wine Co. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 
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PINOT BLANC

93 Prieler 2017 Ried Seeberg Pinot Blanc (Bur-
genland). A touch of hazelnut, a note of 

distant smoke and subtle creaminess merge in this 
slender, light-bodied, lemony bright wine. On the 
palate, subtle texture tempers the citric freshness 
with a mellow touch. The finish is dry and long. 
Lovely now but sure to age effortlessly. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Erwin Sabathi 2017 Weissburgunder (Süd-
steiermark). This wine’s gentle notes of 

russet pear peel and fresh, ripe apple suggest both 
texture and fruit. The pear and apple flavors fill the 
palate, framed by freshness and a lovely texture 
reminiscent of pear peel and lemon zest. The finish 
is dry, fresh, clean and vivid. Bliss Wine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Hannes Reeh 2017 Weissburgunder (Burgen-
land). The lovely ripe pear and fresh white 

currant notes on the nose of this wine continue 
with subtle fruitiness on the slender, fresh palate. 
There’s a slight, pleasant edge of distant smoke that, 
alongside vivid lemon freshness, adds to the con-
centrated flavors. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Tement 2017 Weissburgunder (Südsteier-
mark). A very faint but pure note of ripe 

lemon plays on the nose of this wine. The palate still 
has some slight fizz from the ferment but displays 
the same lovely lemon note and adds green apple. 
It’s light, dry, fresh and subtle, with a zingy, long 
and clean finish. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Höpler 2017 Pinot Blanc (Burgenland). A 
faint floral note clings to this wine’s tender 

hints of white pear and lemon. Everything about 
this spells freshness. It’s subtle and light, with a 
lemony cloud of floral scent. Drink soon. USA Wine 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

87 Martinshof 2016 Ried Hausberg Weissbur-
gunder (Niederösterreich). The nose of this 

wine has the lift of very ripe white currant berries. 
The palate is lithe, with a savory edge of hay and 
salt, more of that white currant fruit and an under-
lying streak of lemon. The body is light and fresh. 
Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

CHARDONNAY

93 Wohlmuth 2017 Ried Gola Chardonnay (Süd-
steiermark). The nose of this wine is very 

shy, giving little away apart from tender lemon 
notes. The palate, however, brims with ripe yellow 

plum and golden Mirabelle fruit. Lemony brightness 
frames it all while lovely yeastiness lends texture. 
This subtle and elegant Chardonnay is lovely now 
but will develop. Drink now–2028. Schatzi Wines. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Lackner Tinnacher 2017 Ried Eckberg Moril-
lon (Südsteiermark). A hint of flinty reduc-

tion on the nose of this wine segues into a lovely, 
taut, lemony palate that has some of that flint but 
also stone, zest and texture. While light and slender, 
it fills the mouth and mind in a most elegant, under-
stated fashion. Chardonnay lovers take note: Styria 
is a great contender for classy bottles. Look for the 
variety under its pseudonym, Morillon. Drink now–
2028. MS Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Markus Altenburger 2017 vom Kalk Char-
donnay (Burgenland). This wine’s rounded, 

toasted vanilla note promises creaminess from the 
start. The palate lives up to this billing, with ripe 
pear fruit enveloped in vanilla creaminess. It’s light, 
dry and fruity but also smooth and fresh. The finish 
is long and zesty. Schatzi Wines. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

90 Netzl 2017 Chardonnay (Carnuntum). 
There’s a subtle but intriguing note of 

dried hayflower on the nose of this wine. It also 
perfumes the palate, where a streak of lifted lemon 
spells poise and a richer, more sonorous note adds 
creaminess. Together, these flavors are a synthesis 
of freshness and mellow pear fruit. KWSelection.
com. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Weinrieder 2017 Ried Böckgärten Chardon-
nay (Niederösterreich). The nose of this 

wine has a touch of sun-dried hay but also a lurk-
ing streak of lemon and vanilla. The light, dry pal-
ate loses focus somewhat but coalesces on the fin-
ish with fresh pear and bright lemon notes. Vidalco 
International, LLC. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

87 Strauss 2017 Classic Chardonnay (Südsteier-
mark). The nose of this wine emanates lem-

ony litheness. The palate confirms this with more 
notions of gentle lemon and a very light, dry body. 
This makes a virtue of its lightness. Drink soon. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

93 Tement 2016 Ried Grassnitzberg Sauvignon 
Blanc (Südsteiermark). All of the aromatic 

expression here is still shrouded by reductive notes 
of flint and struck match. Underneath, it’s a won-
derfully fresh, vivid and creamy wine with grass, 
lemon and summer blossom notions. The palate 
shows concentration and depth despite its dry 

lightness. Elegance and harmony are apparent from 
the first sip. This deserves some bottle age. Drink 
2020–2030. Weygandt-Metzler. Cellar Selection. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

92 Erwin Sabathi 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Süd-
steiermark). The wet nettle, green grass and 

lemon notes on the nose of this wine are utterly 
appetizing. The palate reprises these aromas in 
a precise, enticing and clean fashion. Expressive, 
fresh, light and dry, it gives the impression of deli-
ciously understated confidence. Bliss Wine Imports. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

92 Strauss 2017 Gamlitzberg Sauvignon Blanc 
(Südsteiermark). A touch of creaminess 

lends fluidity and ease to the nose of this wine. It 
also accentuates the sunny stone fruit notes that 
pervade the dry, concentrated but light palate. Vari-
etal expression is true but subtle here; it promises 
to be even better with some bottle age. Drink now–
2025. KWSelection.com. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Tement 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Südsteier-
mark). A touch of flinty reduction still clings 

to the nose of this wine. On the palate, zesty, lemon-
scented drive and concentration belys the fluid 
expressiveness and light body. This is lovely now 
but will come into its own with a little more bottle 
age. Drink 2019–2022. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

92 Wohlmuth 2017 Ried Steinriegl Sauvignon 
Blanc (Südsteiermark). This wine’s fresh 

nettle and bergamot aromas create a subtle, fresh 
nose. The light palate surprises with its concentra-
tion and verve. Citrusy freshness runs through this 
like a faultline—it lifts and illuminates everything. 
This is light but expressive, subtle but completely 
convincing. Schatzi Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Lackner Tinnacher 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Südsteiermark). This wine’s green apple, 

dewy grass and bright lemon notes create an appe-
tizingly fresh nose. The palate brims with ease and 
lightness and that pervasive, lemony freshness. This 
is harmonious, aromatic and wonderfully fluid. MS 
Walker. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

90 Sattlerhof 2017 Gamlitz Sauvignon Blanc 
(Südsteiermark). This wine’s green pear 

scent has an earthy tang. The palate has gentle 
grass- and lemon-scented freshness. It’s light in 
body and unobtrusive, with a dry, subtly aromatic 
finish. Craft + Estate–The Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

88 Adolf & Heinrich Fuchs 2017 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Steiermark). The nose of this wine 

is shy, just hinting at passion fruit and citrus foli-
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age. The palate is juicy yet imprecise, finishing dry, 
light, clean and refreshing. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Winzerkeller Andau 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Burgenland). Notions of dewy grass and 

gentle lemon make for a refreshing, aromatic nose 
in this wine. The very light palate majors on lemon 
and grassy overtones, finishing with a dry, refresh-
ing zing. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

GELBER MUSKATELLER

92 Wohlmuth 2017 Ried Steinriegl Gelber Mus-
kateller (Südsteiermark). The nose of this 

wine evokes a spring morning: dewy nettle and 
elderflower blossom scents abound. The palate is 
featherlight and still has some residual CO2, accen-
tuating the freshness even more. It’s a dry, aromatic 
and study in summery subtlety. The finish is as 
clear and clean as a bell. Schatzi Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Strauss 2017 Gamlitzberg Gelber Mus-
kateller (Südsteiermark). The lovely floral 

overtones of honeysuckle, elderflower and green 
apple on the nose of this wine attain a slightly riper 
aspect on the palate. Yellow apple notes appear 
alongside the alluring floral aromas, making it a 
most expressive, dry summer wine. Lovely. KWSe-
lection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

89 Emmerich Knoll 2017 Loibner Gelber Mus-
kateller Federspiel (Wachau). The ripe pear 

notes on the nose of this wine have a slight elder-
flower perfume. The light palate brings in some cit-
rus zestiness and accentuates the elderflower notes. 
The finish is dry, lemony and very refreshing. Circo 
Vino. —A.K. 
abv: NA Price: $48 

88 Berger 2017 Gelber Muskateller (Niederös-
terreich). This wine’s white grape and 

lemon touches becomes more aromatic on the light, 
dry palate. Its virtue is its near-weightlessness and 
utter freshness. Drink soon. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

WHITE BLENDS

92 Zahel 2017 Nussberg (Wiener Gemischter 
Satz). This wine’s nettle and flint touches 

lead to a beautifully fruity, espressive and aromatic 
palate. Its savory herb and lemon notes provide lots 
of interest—as do its textured earthiness and slen-
der but concentrated body. The finish is lip-smack-
ing and totally moreish. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

91 Bernhard Ott 2017 Gemischter Satz (Niederös-
terreich). Subtle notes of ripe yellow pear 

entice on the nose of this wine. The palate adds cit-
rus freshness and lovely notions of apple and russet 
pear. The ripe freshness of Amalfi lemons that tin-
gles on the finish makes you long for more. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

91 Mehofer 2017 Alter Weingarten Gemischter 
Satz (Wagram). A touch of elderflower plays 

on the nose of this wine. The palate comes in with 
easy, friendly lemon notes and an earthy texture 
reminiscent of ripe russet pear peel. Its lemon and 
ripe pear flavors harmonize, but the flicker of clean 
zestiness makes you long for more. Lovely. The Arti-
san Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Ingrid Groiss 2017 Braitenpuechtorff Gemis-
chter Satz (Niederösterreich). The hints of 

sun-dried hay, russet pear and bright lemon that 
mark the nose of this wine combine into zesty fresh-
ness on the palate. It’s ripe and concentrated, with 
a dry, lemony zing that lingers until the very last 
echo. Circo Vino. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Stift Klosterneuburg 2017 Wiener Gemis-
chter Satz. A touch of banana, loads of ripe 

pear and red-cheeked apple, some lemony zing: this 
field blend makes most of its varietal mix. With its 
peppery verve and dry but beautifully textured pal-
ate, it belongs on the table. Boutique Wine Collec-
tion. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Stift Klosterneuburg 2017 Zierfandler-Rot-
gipfler (Thermenregion). A subdued note 

of rose petal vies for attention with subtle orange 
hints in this wine. The palate is fluid and fresh, with 
an oily, orange zest-laced texture. This classic com-
bination of two Austrian white grapes makes for 
an intriguing, medium-bodied and fresh wine with 
subtle aromas. Boutique Wine Collection. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Tement 2017 Tement Blanc (Südsteier-
mark). A touch of grass, a hint of moss and 

lots of tangy citrus perfume this light summer wine. 
It’s dry, zingy, transparent and refreshing, with 
shimmering hints of green and yellow fruit. Drink 
soon. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Tinhof 2017 Blanc (Burgenland). Mossy 
savoriness plays amid citrus freshness on 

the nose of this wine. The palate is light, dry and 
fresh, with pleasant grapefruit-like tanginess. This 
offers summery, weightless refreshment. Carlo 
Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $19 

88 Höpler 2017 Pannonica (Weinland Öster-
reich). A subtle aromatic streak of citrus 

zest characterizes the nose of this wine. There’s 
lemon and grapefruit on the palate, too, and exqui-
site weightlessness. This is fresh and versatile—the 
ideal glass of tangy dry white. USA Wine Imports. 
Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Heidi Schröck 2016 Furmint (Burgenland). 
A lovely, mossy, fresh note of yellow plum 

combines with a hint of baked apple on the nose 
of this wine. The palate also presents this wonder-
ful combination of freshness and mellow poise. It’s 
light bodied, dry and concentrated, with layered 
aromas and a beautiful, lasting finish. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

92 Nikolaihof 2016 Neuburger (Wachau). Hay, 
hazelnut and dried pear notes appear on the 

nose of this wine, suggesting texture and richness. 
The palate doles out more pear notes and adds a 
complex, textural edge reminiscent of honeycomb 
and beeswax. A lively streak of lemon marshalls all 
of this into sleekness. The freshness and flavors last 
long into the finish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Leth 2017 Terrassen Roter Veltliner 
(Wagram). This wine opens with a flicker of 

banana, leading to a subtle hint of pear. The palate 
presents the same fruit notes, which envelop a ripe 
mandarin core. It’s concentrated and soft but tex-
tured, with a zesty tang on the dry finish. Domaine 
Select Wine & Spirits. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

90 Johanneshof Reinisch 2017 Rotgipfler (Ther-
menregion). A hint of reduction adds its 

flinty glint to the nose of this unusual, rich wine 
from a truly original Austrian grape. The palate 
offers hints of rose oil, pear and tangy lemon zest, 
with richer notions of dried lemon peel. It’s fluid, 
concentrated and almost oily-textured. Circo Vino. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Zahel 2017 T Orangetraube (Vienna). A 
touch of earthy banana plays amid the lively 

mandarin and apple fruit on the nose of this wine. 
Mandarin notes pervade the palate, making for a 
wonderfully concentrated, fruit-filled core of joyful 
freshness. Lovely, unusual and totally refreshing. 
Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Steindorfer 2017 Welschriesling (Burgen-
land). The creamy banana and fresh citrus 

notes on the nose of this wine reappear with vigor 
on the slender palate. It’s light, fresh, easy and dry, 
making it a great, versatile contender for a party. 
KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 
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ROSÉS

89 Heidi Schröck 2017 Biscaya Rosé (Burgen-
land). This wine’s mellow strawberry 

scents lead to a full-fruited and fleshy yet dry pal-
ate. It packs a punch of summer berries and cher-
ries, their ripeness and freshness playing off each 
other beautifully. A serious pink that is joyful, sum-
mery pleasure in a glass. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Markus Altenburger 2017 vom Kalk Rosé 
(Burgenland). Hibiscus and rosehip tisane 

notions appear on the shy nose of this wine. The 
slender, dry and very light palate brings some citrus 
freshness. It’s taut, refresing and dry, with a lovely 
vestige of tannin. Have this with food. Schatzi 
Wines. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

88 Biokult 2017 Zweigelt Rosé (Weinland Öster-
reich). Appetzing notions of strawberry 

and ripe pear appear immediately in this wine. The 
light, dry palate follows suit with equally joyful, 
fruity exuberance. It’s light, easy and utterly fruit-
driven. Drink while the aromas are at their peak. 
Natural Merchants, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

88 Müller-Grossmann 2017 Rosé vom Zwei-
gelt (Niederösterreich). A gentle hint of 

rosehip tea joins the summery citrus notes on the 
nose of this wine. Its subtle strawberry flavors are 
highlighted by lemon. The palate is light, dry and 
refreshing. Drink while the aromas are at their peak. 
Carlo Huber Selections. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Weixelbaum 2017 Strasser Rosé (Niederös-
terreich). Strawberry and peardrop notes 

dominate the nose of this wine. The palate falls 
into step with dry, fruity, easy refreshment. Drink 
while the aromas are at their peak. H. Mercer Wine 
& Spirit Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

86 Netzl 2017 Rosanna Rosé (Carnuntum). This 
dry, pale pink wine’s rather shy nose leads 

to a more expressive palate, where strawberry fla-
vors meet pear and citrus. Drink while the aromas 
are at their peak. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Strehn 2017 Rosé (Burgenland). The nose of 
this pale pink wine is rather shy. The palate 

is light, dry and refreshing, with slight citrus hints. 
Very light and easy. Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

PINOT NOIR

94 Heinrich Hartl 2015 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Thermenregion). This wine’s heady Ama-

rena cherry and violet aromas signal both ripeness 
and complexity. Subtle smoky oak frames the ten-
der fruit and presents a rich but toned palate where 
every nuance is defined. Freshness runs like a fault-
line. Smoke, black cherry, violet and licorice notes 
take turns in dazzling the senses. This remains 
elegant in spite of the well-corseted power of the 
2015 vintage. Drink 2020–2030. KWSelection.
com. —A.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

93 Anton Bauer 2016 Pinot Noir (Wagram). This 
Pinot Noir’s aroma recalls very fine, pure 

redcurrant fruit and distant woodsmoke. The slen-
der palate allows the gentle smokiness to envelope 
the tart, fresh fruit, making it mellow and supple. 
It’s resonant, fresh and elegant, with a fine grip and 
subtle power. Lovely. KWSelection.com. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 H.& C. Nittnaus 2016 Reserve Pinot Noir (Bur-
genland). Supple and aromatic vanilla notes 

dance on the nose of this wine, alongside gentle 
red cherry scents. The palate is slender, portraying 
tart red berry fruit and more of that vanilla spice. 
It’s glossy in style, with a grip of very fine tannin. 
On the finish, the true savory nature of Pinot Noir 
comes through. GD Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Esterházy 2016 Pinot Noir (Burgenland). 
Gentle hints of tart cherry break though on 

the subdued nose of this wine. The palate is slen-
der, with a finely woven grip and wonderfully bright 
freshness. It’s understated yet satisfying, with a dry, 
refreshing and subtle finish. Wein Bauer Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

ZWEIGELT

90 Diwald 2017 vom Löss Zweigelt (Wagram). 
This wine’s tart cherry aromas lend an 

intriguing contrast of ripeness and tautness. On the 
palate, that fresh-faced, crunchy, tart cherry fruit 
wins the day. It’s fresh, snappy and slightly rustic—
but all the more alluring for that. Langdon Shiver-
ick. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Gernot and Heike Heinrich 2016 Zweigelt 
(Burgenland). Attractive notes of fleshy, 

ripe red and black cherries set the tone for this full-
fruited, crunchy and joyful red. The medium-bodied 
palate adds shimmering overtones of cinnamon. It’s 
a fresh, cherry-inflected wine to serve with a slight 
chill this summer. Craft + Estate–The Winebow 
Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

90 Schlosskellerei Gobelsburg 2016 Zweigelt 
(Niederösterreich). An aromatic, almost 

floral touch hovers above this wine’s red cherry 
fruit. The palate is light, with a tingling edge of 
white pepper amid the pure cherry notes. The frame 

is light, the body sinuous and dry. It’s elegant, 
measured and delicious, with a lovely fresh finish. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

90 Stift Klosterneuburg 2016 Zweigelt (Ther-
menregion). This wine is quiet in a black-

cherry aroma. The palate adds sumptuous, ripe, 
fleshy cherry notes while the body remains toned 
and juicy. There is crunchy freshness and a long, 
cherry-laced finish. Boutique Wine Collection. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Nittnaus Anita und Hans 2016 Zweigelt 
(Burgenland). Spicy pepper scents accom-

pany the tart cherry notes on the nose of this wine. 
On the light, crunchy palate, tart cherry fruit sets 
the tone. The finish is dry and framed by a lovely, 
tart tannic grip. Perfect for picnics. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 The Dot 2017 Austrian Cherry Zweigelt 
(Niederösterreich). This wine’s beautifully 

ripe and juicy cherry notes rise from the glass. The 
balanced freshness of wonderfully ripe but still 
crunchy Bing cherry fruit characterizes the palate, 
which is easy but expressive, juicy and dry. Palm 
Bay International. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Golser Wein 2016 Una Sunny Zweigelt (Bur-
genland). A wonderfully aromatic touch of 

cinnamon perfumes the black plum and ripe blue-
berry notes in this wine. The palate is light and 
crunchy. With its cinnamon and intense fruit notes 
and residual sweetness, it’s charmingly reminiscent 
of blueberry pie. Le Cantine Inc. Best Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Winzerkeller Andau 2016 Selection Zweigelt 
(Burgenland). Reduction still clouds the 

cherry-led nose of this fresh, easy red. On the light 
palate, juicy, fleshy black cherry notes have full rein. 
Freshness counters exuberance here, making this a 
party-style, fun and fruit-driven red. Winemonger. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Martinshof 2016 Zum Martin Sepp Zweigelt 
(Weinland Österreich). This wine’s baked red 

berry aroma has a touch of burnt caramel. The pal-
ate is juicy, light, easy and dry, with cherry notes 
that have a pleasantly bitter and tart edge. It’s a red 
picnic wine par excellence. Carlo Huber Selections. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $14/1 L 

87 Winzerkeller Andau 2016 Zweigelt (Burgen-
land). The ripe blueberry scents here signal 

easy and fruity pleasure. There is crunch and juici-
ness aplenty in this cherry-driven, hedonistic and 
easy red. Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 
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ST. LAURENT

91 Strehn 2016 St. Laurent (Burgenland). The 
nose of this wine hints at black tulip, black 

cherry and dusky rose petal. The palate presents a 
smooth, beautifully fine-grained tannic structure 
that frames fresh, lovely, tart but ripe cherry notes. 
A light red with lovely depth of fruit and elegance. 
Soilair Selection. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Umathum 2016 St. Laurent (Burgenland). 
The black cherry notes on the nose of this 

wine are vivid and fleshy. The palate reins them in 
with a lovely outline of pristine conifer overtones, 
channelling the cherry notes into lip-smacking 
freshness. Dry, rustic but very charming. Winemon-
ger. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

89 Johanneshof Reinisch 2016 St. Laurent 
(Thermenregion). A funky, gamy note 

blends with the tart cherry notes on the nose of 
this wine. The palate is fluid, juicy and fresh, with 
a lovely, slightly rustic grip. Slender freshness and 
tingling savoriness create a long finish. Circo Vino. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 The Dot 2017 Austrian Plum St. Laurent (Nie-
derösterreich). This wine’s alluring notes of 

sumptuously ripe black cherry make for an appeal-
ing nose. The palate follows in a similarly black-
fruited vein, and the fleshiness of the fruit becomes 
apparent. It’s easy and smooth, with a lovely cin-
namon-scented finish. Palm Bay International. Best 
Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

BLAUFRÄNKISCH

94 Silvia Heinrich 2016 Ried Goldberg Blau-
fränkisch (Burgenland). Vanilla, black tulip 

and tobacco leaf notes give aromatic lift to the dark 
plum fruit on the nose of this wine. The palate 
comes in with dense, still-closed but precisely out-
lined dark fruit—a concentrated core of dark plum, 
black cherry and blueberry. All this is surrounded 
by a firm but supple structure. Made in an inter-
national, polished and glossy style, it remains won-
derfully Austrian nonetheless. Drink 2020–2035. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 Uwe Schiefer 2016 Blaufränkisch (Burgen-
land). The most gentle floral hint of violet 

plays above the tart but ripe cherry notes on the 
nose of this wine. On the palate, there’s concentra-
tion, verve, slenderness and power. Its easy juici-
ness almost makes you forget how very honest and 
solid it is. A very lovely, convincing rendition of 

Blaufränkisch with a beautiful vein of freshness. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Silvia Heinrich 2016 Vitikult Blaufränkisch 
(Burgenland). Dark, subdued notes of blue-

berry brood on the nose of this wine. They are joined 
by black plum notes on the sumptuous, supple and 
fruit-filled palate. It’s ripe and rich but toned, with 
finely woven tannins and hints of cinnamon and 
vanilla that support the firm fruit. Lovely, dark and 
brooding. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Gernot and Heike Heinrich 2016 Blaufrän-
kisch (Burgenland). A cloud of reduction 

still obscures the primary fruit on the nose of this 
wine. The palate brims with easy cherry fruit that 
is far juicier than the nose suggests. It’s a lovely, 
fresh-faced red that’s light but dense, toned but 
fruit-driven, with a tangy finish. Craft + Estate–The 
Winebow Group. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

90 Nittnaus Anita und Hans 2016 Kalk und 
Schiefer Blaufränkisch (Burgenland). A 

peppery hint of ripe, red cherry entices on the 
subtle, understated nose of this wine. That pepper 
note spices everything on the translucent, honest, 
fresh-faced palate. Between gentle grip and mouth-
watering freshness, there’s tons of straightforward 
pleasure here. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Best 
Buy. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Silvia Heinrich 2016 Alpha Blaufränkisch 
(Burgenland). The touch of reduction on 

the nose of this wine quickly blows off to reveal 
dark plum and black cherry scents. Their lovely, 
measured juiciness becomes evident on the supple 
and easy palate. The pepperiness of Blaufränkisch is 
in full force on the juicy finish. Weygandt-Metzler. 
—A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

RED BLENDS

92 Silvia Heinrich 2016 Siglos (Burgenland). 
Ripe dark plum and black cherry notes 

characterize the nose of this wine. On the palate, 
this expressive fruit gets a luscious lick of oak and 
vanilla that shows off the dense but supple tannins. 
It’s rounded but toned, dense but medium-bodied, 
with a glossy polish. The finish is fresh, juicy and 
long. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Muhr-Van der Niepoort 2016 Cuvée vom Berg 
(Carnuntum). This wine’s subtle, savory 

nose has the merest hint of redcurrant. It’s light in 
body, with a curious combination of rusticity and 
elegance. Shimmering, peppery spice shines amid 
the tart fruit on the translucent, grippy and very 

fresh palate. The finish is dry and long. Blue Danube 
Wine Co. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Biokult 2017 Zweigelt-Pinot Noir (Burgen-
land). The ripe, almost cooked notes of 

fleshy cherry on the nose of this wine have a cinna-
mon edge. The palate is much fresher but still plush, 
with fleshy, luscious cherry fruit. There is freshness 
and drive in this little fruit bomb, which seems 
made for the picnic basket. Natural Merchants, Inc. 
—A.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

GREECE
ASSYRTICO

92 Gaia Wines 2017 Wild Ferment Assyrtiko 
(Santorini). Citrus, vanilla and spice aromas 

introduce this Assyrtiko from Santorini. On the pal-
ate, it’s complex, with fresh fruit, sea salt and stone 
notes that finish with a whiff of smoke. Elegant and 
distinctive of its rare terroir. Athenee Importers. 
—S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Boutari 2017 Assyrtico (Santorini). Jasmine, 
orange blossom and citrus scents start this 

food-friendly white from Santorini. Sea salt, lemon 
and slate flavors prevail on the palate, feeling crisp 
and laser-focused. A perfect cohort to grilled fish or 
chicken. Terlato Wines International. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Argyros 2016 Assyrtico (Santorini). The 
nose of this wine is full of lemon and lime 

zest, sea salt and stone notes. Its fresh citrus fla-
vors are hemmed in by zesty minerality, offering 
complexity and a lingering finish. One of Santorini’s 
best whites, hands down. Athenee Importers. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

90 Gaia Wines 2017 Thalassitis Assyrtiko (San-
torini). Lemon pulp and orange rind aromas 

start this robust but elegant Assyrtiko from Gaia. It 
offers zippy minerality and fresh fruit flavors in a 
clean and balanced package, with the characteris-
tic smoke and saline edge from its Santorini terroir.  
Athenee Importers. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Argyros 2016 Estate Assyrtico (Santorini). 
Citrus and slate aromas start this elegant 

white from Santorini. Mineral poise and freshness 
prevail here, with a wave of lemon zest and sea salt 
notes. Refreshing but complex, it’s a wine for drink-
ing now or aging in the cellar. Athenee Importers. 
—S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

87 Lyrarakis 2017 Vóila Assyrtiko (Crete). This 
Assyrtiko from Eastern Crete offers tropi-

cal fruit and citrus aromas, with a palate that’s full 
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but finishes fresh. Easy-drinking and appealing to 
myriad palates, it’s a wine with a playful character.  
USA Wine West. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

MOSCHOFILERO

92 Nasiakos 2016 Mantinia Moschofilero (Man-
tinia). Grapefruit, orange blossom and 

lemon aromas give this white an exotic appeal. On 
the palate, it offers fresh and lively citrus flavors, 
with a spice-laced finish. A deftly balanced Mos-
chofilero with unique character. Stellar Importing 
Company, LLC. —S.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

92 Troupis 2015 Fteri Moschofilero (Arcadia). 
Fragrant white flower, peach and lemon 

zest aromas start this deftly balanced white from 
Troupis. On the palate, it offers crisp pear and 
lemon pulp flavors, with a vanilla spice-inflected 
finish. A classic white with aging potential that’s 
perfect for grilled seafood. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —S.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

89 Nasiakos 2016 Moschofilero (Mantinia). 
Rose petal, peach and flower scents lead 

the nose of this elegant white. Salinity on the palate 
balances citrus and floral flavors. It’s a stylish, food-
friendly wine for grilled vegetables or roast chicken. 
Stellar Importing Company, LLC. —S.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

88 Semeli 2016 Moschofilero (Mantinia). This 
wine has a generous, fruity character that 

starts with tropical and rose petal aromas, followed 
by juicy peach, lemon and orange flavors. It’s robust 
enough to tackle stronger seafood flavors as well as 
meat dishes. Athenee Importers. —S.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

87 Boutari 2017 Moschofilero (Mantinia). This 
versatile Moschofilero has elegant peach and 

vanilla aromas and citrus and sweet flower flavors. 
With its acidity and clean finish, it’s perfect for the 
patio. Terlato Wines International. —S.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $17 

87 Boutari 2016 Oropedia Moschofilero (Man-
tinia). Apple, pear and tropical fruit aromas 

and flavors give this wine a feminine character, with 
food-driven poise. Its mineral backbone and saline 
finish are distinctively Greek in all of the right ways. 
Terlato Wines International. —S.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

87 Zacharias 2016 Moschofilero (Peloponnese). 
The nose of this Moschofilero is intriguing, 

with dried eucalyptus, mint and lemon flower notes, 
followed by citrus and rose petal flavors. It finishes 
fresh and clean, with a lot of character. Stellar 
Importing Company, LLC. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

MALAGOUZIA

87 Purely Greece 2016 Malagouzia (Central 
Greece). This wine has a light and deft 

touch, with zesty citrus aromas and a touch of floral 
elegance. Fresh, fruity and clean, it’s a simply good 
weekday white. Purely Greece Imports. Best Buy. 
—S.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

WHITE BLENDS

89 Domaine Costa Lazaridi 2016 Oenodea Mal-
agouzia-Moscato-Sauvignon Blanc (Drama). 

Tropical fruit, white flower and citrus aromas give 
this wine a flamboyant start. On the palate, it offers 
lush pear and tropical fruit flavors beautifully bal-
anced with a mineral snap. A distinctive white at a 
great price. Nestor Imports. Best Buy. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Alpha Estate 2015 Axis Assyrtiko-Sauvignon 
Blanc (Macedonia). The nose of this Assyr-

tiko is heady with tropical fruit and floral notes. On 
the palate, it offers pretty lemon, apple, peach and 
passionfruit flavors in a medium-bodied package. 
A clean but classy pour at a good price. Diamond 
Importers Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

87 Wine Art Estate 2016 Techni Alipias (Drama). 
Zesty lemon and slate aromas start this 

elegant white blend. On the palate, tropical fruit, 
citrus and savory herb notes give it weight and 
complexity. Fresh and fruity and able to age. R&R 
Selections LLC. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

ROSÉS

90 Domaine Costa Lazaridi 2016 Single Vine-
yard Merlot Dry Rosé (Drama). A delicate 

nose of crushed stone, strawberry and lemon rind 
scents leads this bright, exotic pour from a single 
vineyard plot. On the palate, layered and integrated 
citrus and cherry flavors finish with a zesty spin. 
A unique pour for grilled meats and fish. Nestor 
Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Wine Art Estate 2016 Techni Alipias Rosé 
(Drama). A lush nose of raspberry, cherry 

and lemon aromas starts this ruby-hued rosé from 
northern Greece. On the palate, fresh strawberry 
and kirsch flavors coat the tongue, with a lingering 
finish of red fruit and spice. Cava Oinos. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

XINOMAVRO

91 Alpha Estate 2012 Unfiltered Reserve Vieilles 
Vignes Xinomavro (Amyndeon). This wine’s 

balsamic, cocoa and cedar aromas are followed by 
dark chocolate, tobacco and blackberry flavors. 
Complex and full of structure, with a long, spicy fin-
ish, it’s a natural pairing for duck, lamb or steak. 
Diamond Importers Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Boutari 2011 Grand Reserve Xinomavro 
(Naoussa). A powerful nose of leather, sun-

dried tomato and olive tapenade gets things going 
in this cellar-worthy red. On the palate, it offers 
a blend of warming spice, dried fruit flavors and 
mature tannins. Good acidity and a spicy finish add 
to the appeal. Terlato Wines International. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

90 Alpha Estate 2015 Hedgehog Vineyard Xino-
mavro (Amyndeon). Raspberry, spicebox 

and herbal aromas take the lead in Alpha Estate’s 
popular Hedgehog red. On the palate, lush red 
cherry and pepper flavors and a distinct mineral 
spin give it poise and purpose. Pair it with grilled 
meats, pork and tomato dishes. Diamond Importers 
Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Ktima Voyatzi 2014 Dry Xinomavro (Vel-
ventos). Cedar, currant and plum aromas 

introduce this wine from skilled winemaker Yiannis 
Voyatzis. On the palate, it offers structure, elegance 
and a complex herb-and-olive character that will 
continue to mellow with age. A wine with finesse 
and indigenous character. Nestor Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

89 Alpha Estate 2014 Hedgehog Vineyard Xino-
mavro (Amyndeon). Black cherry, cedar 

and cola aromas are followed by pungent red berry, 
leather and olive flavors in this fresh, versatile 
Xinomavro. The mouthfeel is velvety, with a touch 
of acid lift. It finishes with black pepper and spice, 
seeming built for grilled meat and tomato tapenade. 
Diamond Importers Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Boutari 2012 Grand Reserve Xinomavro 
(Naoussa). Sun-dried tomato, black olive 

and herb scents give this Xinomavro a typical vari-
etal start. Chewy tannins and a spin of smoke and 
olive mean it’s best suited for grilled meats, robust 
cheeses and smoky eggplant tapenade. A food wine 
with more years to age. Terlato Wines International. 
—S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

89 Boutari 2007 Legacy 1879 Xinomavro 
(Naoussa). Black olive, coffee and leather 

aromas start this robust red. On the palate, black-
berry, plum and cocoa flavors are layered and linger-
ing, and the acidity is in check. A serious red with 
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pedigree and charm. Terlato Wines International. 
—S.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $66 

89 Chrisohoou 2015 Xinomavro (Naoussa). 
Vanilla and warming spice aromas are fol-

lowed by juicy plum and cherry flavors in this 
appealing red. It has a good mineral backbone and 
a savory olive-and-herbs character that’s distinc-
tively Greek. A great go-to for the table. Nestor 
Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Katsaros 2013 Valos Xinomavro (Thessaly). 
Olive, sun-dried tomato and anise aromas 

are followed by rich cherry, vanilla and spice flavors 
in this poised red. Structured and full-flavored, it’s 
a good choice for fans of bigger reds in a lush style. 
Cava Spiliadis. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Vaeni 2008 Grande Réserve Xinomavro 
(Naoussa). Black cherry, cedar and olive 

paste aromas start this spicy, feisty red. It has a 
rich character of warming spice and vanilla, with 
an earthy, herbal finish. Stellar Importing Company, 
LLC. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

87 Alpha Estate 2013 Reserve Vieilles Vignes Sin-
gle Block Unfiltered Xinomavro (Amyndeon). 

This wine starts with smoked meat, dried herb and 
cinnamon aromas, followed by tobacco, vanilla and 
black currant flavors. A good everyday red with a 
spicy finish for flair. Diamond Importers Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

87 Boutari 2016 Xinomavro (Naoussa). Cedar, 
blackberry and vanilla aromas are followed 

by smoke, tart cherry, dried herb and plum flavors 
here. The wine has a focused character, with the 
structure to age, and is a good pairing for roasted 
meats and hard cheeses. Terlato Wines Interna-
tional. —S.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

87 Thymiopoulos 2015 Young Vines Xinomavro 
(Naoussa). Smoke, cedar and black cherry 

aromas lead this fresh red from Naoussa. It offers 
dried herb and spice flavors on the palate, with a red 
berry spin. A good everyday red for pizza or grilled 
meat. Athenee Importers. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Oenops 2016 Apla’ Red Xinomavro (Greece). 
Cinnamon, cedar, violet and leather aromas 

start this spicy Xinomavro. Its rustic red berry and 
cedar flavors will stand up to richer meat dishes. 
Athenee Importers. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

86 Vaeni 2010 Xinomavro (Naoussa). Dried 
cherry, rosemary and spicebox aromas are 

followed by vanilla, herb and pepper flavors in this 
exotic but simple wine. Pair it with lamb gyros 

or grilled vegetables to add to the appeal. Stellar 
Importing Company, LLC. —S.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

RED BLENDS

90 Alpha Estate 2014 SMX (Florina). Black 
pepper, tobacco and savory meat aromas 

signal that this wine means business. Its spicy yet 
elegant and understated black currant and cherry 
flavors finish with a smoky note. It has good struc-
ture and complex character. Definitely an ageable 
pour. Diamond Importers Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

90 Domaine Costa Lazaridi 2013 Amethystos 
Rouge (Drama). This wine’s allspice and 

black cherry aromas are followed by balsamic, pep-
per, vanilla and red fruit flavors. Good acidity and a 
touch of subtle oak give it structure and ageability. 
Look to beef stew, lamb or aged cheeses as a pairing. 
Nestor Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Tsantali 2014 Kanenas (Greece). This 
Mavroudi/Syrah blend has a spicy nose of 

plum, cocoa and strawberry rhubarb. On the pal-
ate, cherry, plum and raspberry flavors are inter-
woven with an herbal rosemary character that’s 
very appealing. It’s elegant, with a crisp profile that 
should pair beautifully with a variety of foods. Fan-
tis Imports, Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Boutari 2015 Kretikos Kotsifali-Mandilaria 
(Crete). This wine offers blueberry and red 

fruit aromas and plum, cherry and spice flavors on 
the palate. It needs some time to age but is a solid 
pick now. Terlato Wines International. —S.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

88 Cavino 2014 Mega Spileo (Achaia). Allspice, 
cocoa and sweet tobacco aromas lead this 

red blend. Smooth, integrated chocolate, violet and 
red berry flavors combine with a warming vanilla 
spice note on the palate. An appealing introduc-
tory Greek red that can age. Greek Boys Choice, Inc. 
—S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Alpha Estate 2014 Axia Syrah-Xinomavro 
(Macedonia). This is a big wine with rich 

blueberry and plum aromas and flavors. The finish 
is spicy, with a touch of vanilla. A hint of leather 
and game gives it extra appeal. Diamond Importers 
Inc. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Domaine Costa Lazaridi 2013 Oenodea Caber-
net Sauvignon-Agiorgitiko-Syrah (Drama). A 

luscious nose of raspberry and black cherry leads 
this easy-to-like red blend. On the palate, it offers 
vanilla, raspberry and cherry notes, with a touch of 

spice. A good go-to, everyday red. Nestor Imports. 
—S.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

87 Domaine Costa Lazaridi 2013 Oenotria Land 
(Drama). Pepper, coffee and plum aromas 

give this wine an exotic start. On the palate, blue-
berry and cherry fruit is balanced with coffee and 
cola notes. Good acidity buoys those flavors, giving 
it a food-friendly advantage. Nestor Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

87 Ktima Voyatzi 2014 Dry Red (Velventos). 
Bright cherry, plum and blackberry aromas 

introduce this red blend. Its red berry, violet and 
pepper flavors are accompanied by good structure 
and pronounced minerality. A good food wine with 
international appeal. Nestor Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

87 Wine Art Estate 2015 Techni Alipias (Drama). 
Bright red fruit and herb aromas are fol-

lowed by friendly cherry, plum and strawberry fla-
vors here. The wine has an herbaceous, spicy spin 
that gives it extra character. Ready now, it can also 
age. Cava Oinos. —S.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

86 Amalagos 2013 Plóes Cabernet Sauvignon-
Merlot (Drama). Cherry, mocha and cedar 

aromas start this Cabernet/Merlot blend from 
Drama. Its lush cherry and plum flavors are punc-
tuated by cinnamon spice, making it good for lamb 
and steaks. Nestor Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

ISRAEL
CHARDONNAY

89 Golan Heights Winery 2016 Yarden Katzrin 
Chardonnay (Galilee). Deep straw in color, 

this wine has a nose of lemon-lime and petrol. 
Lemon, white peach, guava, lemongrass and toffee 
flavors roll across the palate and wrap up in a saline 
finish. Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Dalton 2017 Estate Unoaked Chardonnay 
(Galilee). Light straw to the eye, this wine 

has a nose of Cavaillon melon and violet talc. It’s 
full bodied on the palate, offering pear, nectarine, 
white chocolate and orange blossom flavors, with 
a soft, floral finish. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, 
Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Golan Heights Winery 2016 Yarden Chardon-
nay (Galilee). This wine’s green apple and 

vanilla bean aromas prepare the palate for nectar-
ine, caramelized pineapple, focaccia and hazelnut 
flavors. It has good mouthfeel, with strong, upfront 
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tannins that recede into a butterscotch-inflected 
finish. Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $NA 

84 Golan Heights Winery 2015 Yarden Odem 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Galilee). Medium 

yellow in the glass, this wine has a nose of guava and 
toast. It offers white peach, toasted almond, vanilla 
and bread flavors, with a slightly bitter finish. It’s 
fairly stiff on the palate, with tannins that are too 
strong to allow the soft fruit to shine through. 
Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Covenant Israel 2017 Blue C Viognier (Israel). 
This wine has a nose of clementine and 

vanilla bean. It offers good mouthfeel, with nec-
tarine, honeydew melon, pineapple and almond 
blossom flavors that finish with a touch of iodine. 
Kosher. Chaim LLC. —M.D. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

87 Dalton 2017 Canaan White Blend (Galilee). 
This wine’s nectarine and pineapple aro-

mas pave the way for a strong fruit profile of peach, 
guava and orange blossom, with a touch of hazelnut. 
The fruit diminishes as notes of toasted nuts take 
over on the finish. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, 
Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Golan Heights Winery 2016 Gilgal Sauvignon 
Blanc (Galilee). This wine’s honeydew melon 

and white flower aromas pave the way for white 
peach, lemon-lime, honeysuckle and vanilla flavors. 
It’s bright on the palate, with a soft, floral finish. 
Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Golan Heights Winery 2016 Yarden Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Galilee). Medium straw in color, 

this wine has lemon and petrol aromas. It fills the 
palate with lemon, tart apple, lemongrass and bitter 
almond flavors, culminating in a slightly salty fin-
ish. Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Carmel 2016 Kayoumi Vineyard Riesling 
(Galilee). This wine’s grapefruit, violet 

and talc aromas prepare the palate for lemon, lime 
and guava flavors. It’s bright on the palate and goes 
down easy from first sip through the citrus-laden 
finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $27 

85 Golan Heights Winery 2017 Yarden Pinot Gris 
(Galilee). With Bartlett pear and almond 

aromas, this wine offers lemon, Granny Smith 
apple, cashew and freesia flavors. The finish is a 
mélange of floral and citrus notes. Kosher. Yarden 
Wines, Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

85 Vitkin 2016 Israeli Journey White (Israel). 
This light straw-colored wine offers a nose 

of peach and lemon pith. Soft in the mouth, it has 
apricot, passion fruit and honeysuckle flavors, with 
a floral finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

85 Yatir 2016 Viognier (Judean Hills). Medium 
yellow in color, this has white melon and 

guava aromas. Although it is a still wine, it has a 
slightly effervescent feel on the tongue, with lemon, 
white peach and passion fruit flavors and a note 
of bitter almond on the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

84 Or Haganuz 2016 Amuka Gewürztraminer 
(Galilee). With its lemon pith and white 

pepper scents and white peach, apricot, flint and 
ground pepper flavors, this wine feels a bit dis-
jointed. It never quite comes together on the palate 
before tapering off into a nectarine-flavored finish. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

93 Shiloh Winery 2014 Secret Reserve Caber-
net Sauvignon (Judean Hills). This wine’s 

raspberry and Mediterranean herb aromas lead to 
dark plum, black currant, anise, violet and iodine 
flavors. It has nice weight on the palate, with strong 
yet subtle tannins. The spicy finish is marked by a 
closing salty note. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $39 

91 Golan Heights Winery 2014 Yarden Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Galilee). For full review see page 

10. Kosher. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

91 Tulip Winery 2016 Just Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Upper Galilee). Deep garnet in the glass, this 

wine has a nose of cherry and black tea. Well inte-
grated wild berry, milk chocolate, coffee and orange 
zest flavors are set in a web of strong but not over-
powering tannins. The long, smooth finish is capped 
by a final bright note. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Assaf 2014 Rujum 91 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Israel). Deep garnet to the eye, this wine 

offers a bouquet of pomegranate and violet. The 
palate brings flavors of cassis, dark plum, apple 
peel and lavender that have a hint of salinity. Firm 
tannins persist on the toffee-flavored finish. Israeli 
Wine Direct, LLC. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

90 Jerusalem Wineries 2016 4990 Reserve Sin-
gle Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Judean 

Hills). This wine’s cherry, butterscotch and iodine 
aromas set the scene for blackberry, dark plum, 
sage and anise flavors. The tannins slowly build 
in power, offering a full-on mouthfeel and a chewy 
finish marked by a splash of pomegranate. Kosher. 
Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Teperberg 2016 Impression Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Samson). This wine’s raspberry, 

strawberry and peppermint aromas set the scene 
for ripe summer cherry, blueberry, white choco-
late and mint tea flavors. Velvety tannins carry it 
through a zesty, orange-inflected finish. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Zion 2014 Erez Cabernet Sauvignon (Gali-
lee). For full review see page 14. Kosher. 

abv: 15% Price: $20 

89 Assaf 2013 Moise Single Vineyard Grand 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Israel). A nose 

of cassis and ground black pepper paves the way for 
dark plum, black currant, cranberry and juniper in 
this wine. Slightly gritty tannins dissipate on the 
palate, leading to a savory finish marked by a splash 
of pomegranate. Israeli Wine Direct, LLC. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

89 Binyamina 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Galilee). This deep ruby-colored 

wine features black cherry and chocolate-covered 
espresso bean aromas. It fills the mouth with black-
berry, cassis, dark chocolate, coffee and violet fla-
vors. Sturdy tannins linger on the strawberry-laced 
finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Dalton 2016 Estate M Oak Aged Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Galilee). Inky garnet to the 

eye, this wine has a nose of black plum and juni-
per. Its solid wall of tannin doesn’t overpower the 
palate thanks to underlying acidity and bright fruit. 
It has black cherry, blueberry, licorice, thyme and 
chocolate flavors that coalesce on the lingering fin-
ish. Mevushal. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Dalton 2016 Estate Oak Aged Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Galilee). This wine has a nose of 

raspberry and fennel bulb. It offers pomegranate, 
cherry, orange zest, juniper and licorice flavors. Its 
powerful fruit diminishes in strength as tannic dry-
ness escalates on the finish. Kosher. Allied Import-
ers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Gva’ot 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Shom-
ron). This wine offers a bouquet of black 

cherry and lilac. It’s bright from first sip, with 
pomegranate, tart cherry, vanilla bean and pine for-
est flavors. Its drying tannins are felt well beyond 
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the long-lasting finish. Kosher. Allied Importers, 
USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Tabor 2016 Mt. Tabor Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). For full review see page 17. Kosher.  

Best Buy.  
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Tabor 2014 Adama Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). This wine has a nose marked by 

currant and black tea notes. Its smooth tannins 
offer good weight, and its black cherry, blueberry, 
coffee, fennel bulb and roasted red pepper flavors 
culminate in a mocha-inflected finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Barkan 2016 Classic Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galil). Dark ruby to the eye, this wine 

offers a bouquet of cherry and lavender. Its black-
berry, strawberry, orange zest and bittersweet 
chocolate flavors are set amid slightly grippy tan-
nins that are overcome by strong acidity, especially 
towards the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

MERLOT

91 Golan Heights Winery 2014 Yarden Merlot 
(Galilee). For full review see page 10. Kosher. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $31 

91 Hayotzer 2014 Special Edition Merlot (Gali-
lee). Blackberry and juniper aromas set 

the scene for cherry, black plum, white chocolate, 
orange zest and eucalyptus flavors in this wine. 
Smooth tannins provide the backdrop for its nice 
mix of fruit and savory characteristics, while the 
long-lasting finish is marked by a chocolate note. 
Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

90 Dalton 2016 Estate Oak Aged Merlot (Gali-
lee). This inky violet wine has blackberry, 

espresso and smoke aromas. It feels good on the pal-
ate, with soft tannins and cassis, cherry preserves, 
pomegranate and baking spice flavors. It offers a 
bright splash on the finish. Kosher. Allied Import-
ers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

RED BLENDS

92 Shiloh Winery 2014 Mosaic (Judean Hills). 
Deep garnet in color, this wine has black 

cherry and ground pepper aromas. It fills the mouth 
with blackberry, black cherry, anise and chocolate 
flavors set among slightly chewy tannins that mel-
low out towards the orange-inflected finish. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $59 

91 Chateau Remo 2014 Hosen Red (Galilee). For 
full review see page 9. Kosher. 

abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Tabor 2014 Storm Adama II (Galilee). For full 
review see page 11. Kosher. 

abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Vitkin 2016 Israeli Journey Red (Israel). For 
full review see page 11. Kosher. 

abv: 12.6% Price: $25 

91 Yatir 2013 Mt. Amasa (Judean Hills). For full 
review see page 11. Kosher. 

abv: 15% Price: $40 

91 Yatir 2013 Yatir Forest (Judean Hills). Dark 
garnet to the eye, this wine features cherry, 

blueberry and roasted red pepper aromas. It’s 
rounded on the palate, with smooth tannins and 
raspberry, black currant, orange zest and violet fla-
vors that coalesce in a zesty finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

90 Carmel 2013 Limited Edition (Galilee). For 
full review see page 12. Kosher. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

90 Covenant Israel 2016 Blue C (Israel). This 
blueberry-colored wine features black 

cherry, orange zest and black pepper aromas. Its 
spice notes are stronger than its fruit, suggesting 
anise, allspice, black currant and stewed plums. 
Smooth tannins make way for a citrus note on the 
finish. Kosher. Chaim LLC. —M.D. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

90 Domaine du Castel 2016 La Vie Rouge du 
Castel (Haut-Judeé). For full review see 

page 12. Kosher. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Shiloh Winery 2016 Privilege (Judean Hills). 
Inky red violet in color, this wine has black-

berry, juniper and vanilla aromas. It offers black 
cherry, strawberry, mocha, vanilla bean and black 
pepper flavors, its bold fruit and acidity overcom-
ing the somewhat chewy tannins. It culminates in a 
smooth, milk chocolaty finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

90 Tabor 2013 Thunder Adama II (Galilee). Inky 
garnet in the glass, this wine has fruit-filled 

aromas of raspberry, strawberry and orange zest. 
Lush, long-lasting tannins provide a framework for 
its blackberry, cassis, dark chocolate, spearmint 
and orange rind flavors that culminate in a bright 
yet velvety finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

89 Carmel 2013 Mediterranean (Galilee). Deep 
ruby to the eye, this wine offers a bouquet 

of black cherry, pomegranate and lavender. The pal-
ate offers strong fruit and good acidity, featuring 
black plum, cassis, juniper and eucalyptus flavors. 
It’s smooth on the palate, with a cranberry-inflected 
finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Dalton 2014 Alma Crimson (Galilee). This 
black cherry-colored wine has raspberry, 

vanilla and violet fragrances. Spice predominates 
over fruit, with stewed plum, cherry preserves, bak-
ing spice and licorice flavors. Fairly heavy tannins 
continue into its full, spicy finish, with a final touch 
of orange zest. Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

89 Segal’s 2016 Fusion (Galilee). This wine 
offers a bouquet of blackberry and anise. 

It’s smooth on the palate, with a web of velvety tan-
nins that provide a backdrop to dark plum, black 
currant, espresso bean and vanilla flavors that wind 
down into a soft finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpo-
ration. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Teperberg 2016 Inspire (Negev). Black-
berry, lavender and butterscotch aromas 

set the scene for blackberry, strawberry, orange 
zest and fennel bulb flavors in this easy-drinking 
wine. It’s soft in the mouth, with a bright, buttered 
toffee-laced finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Teperberg 2011 TRB (Shomron). This inky 
violet-colored wine has a nose of black 

plum and cassis, with a touch of green pepper. It’s 
soft on the palate, offering a light dusting of tannins 
and raspberry, lingonberry, roasted red pepper and 
green bell pepper flavors. A touch of spice emerges 
on the finish in the form of a cracked black pepper 
note. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

88 Dalton 2017 Canaan Red Blend (Galilee). 
This blackberry- and fennel-scented wine 

has cassis, blueberry, espresso bean and smoke 
flavors. It’s very smooth on the palate, with satiny 
tannins and a spicy finish. Kosher. Allied Importers, 
USA, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Dalton 2016 Estate Oak Aged Grenache (Gali-
lee). Deep ruby in the glass, this wine has 

a nose of strawberry and violet. Everything feels in 
balance, from fruit and spice to acidity and tannin. 
The flavors run from dark plum and cassis to white 
chocolate and anise, with lingering tannins and 
a finish marked by a soft splash of citrus. Kosher. 
Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 
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91 Dalton 2016 Estate Oak Aged Shimshon Petite 
Sirah (Galilee). This inky purple wine has a 

bouquet of blackberry and juniper. Although its 
profile runs a little cool, strong raspberry, cassis 
and orange zest flavors keep the baking spice and 
menthol notes in check. Strong yet pleasant tannins 
coat the gums through the espresso-laced finish. 
Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, Ltd. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Golan Heights Winery 2014 Yarden Syrah 
(Galilee). For full review see page 13. 

Kosher. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Assaf 2015 Four Seasons Pinotage (Israel). 
Deep violet in the glass, this wine has a nose 

of cherry, violet and white chocolate. Its velvety 
tannins are slow to reveal themselves amid black-
berry, dark plum, anise and tangerine rind flavors. 
Well balanced, it offers a good mouthfeel and a wave 
of pomegranate on the finish. Israeli Wine Direct, 
LLC. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

SWEET WINE

87 Carmel 2016 Sha’al Vineyard Late Harvest 
Gewurztraminer (Galilee). Medium amber 

in color, this wine offers a bouquet of peach and 
orange blossom. It feels almost syrupy on the pal-
ate, with measured peach, honey, almond blossom 
and vanilla flavors. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 10% Price: $25 

ARGENTINA
CHARDONNAY

89 Luca 2017 G Lot Chardonnay (Tupungato). 
A yellow color and intense aromas of bar-

rel smoke, vanilla and nutmeg announce a Chardon-
nay with all the oak a wine can take and still be in 
balance. Despite being young, this feels mature and 
resiny, which is to be expected. Savory woody fla-
vors are more out front than melon and apple notes, 
while this goes out as it comes in: with a lot of oak 
on the finish. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Viña Cobos 2017 Felino Chardonnay (Men-
doza). Flowery peach, dust and oak aromas 

lead to a full round palate. Salty apple and woody 
flavors are plump and common to New World Char-
donnay. Wood resin and spice flavors combine with 
leftover apple notes on the finish of this popular-
style wine. Paul Hobbs Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

87 Andeluna 2017 1300 Chardonnay (Uco Valley). 
For a crisp citrusy style of Chardonnay, this 

is the ticket. Orange and apple flavors come with a 

dusting of natural spice but no oak. Honest fruit and 
clarity are what this is about. San Francisco Wine 
Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 ZaHa 2017 Toko Vineyard Chardonnay (Men-
doza). Briny grapeskin and cidery aromas 

introduce a citrusy pulpy wine that’s more round 
and full than defined. Salty orange and grapefruit 
flavors finish with leftover citrus notes. Finesse is 
not a factor with this plump citrusy Chardonnay. 
Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

86 Finca la Celia 2016 Pioneer Chardonnay (Uco 
Valley). Rubbery white-fruit aromas are a 

little sketchy. An ordinary palate tastes a bit mus-
tardy, with citrus and stone-fruit flavors that don’t 
stand out. A chunky finish fades out with similar 
flavors. Apollo Fine Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

86 Wild Iris 2017 Chardonnay (Mendoza). Floral 
aromas are melony and pleasant. Despite an 

airy opening, this is citrusy and chunky on the palate. 
Flavors of white grapefruit are offset by green melon 
and banana notes, while this turns slightly bitter on a 
standard finish. RLD Imports & Distribution. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

85 Manos Negras 2017 Atrevida Chardonnay 
(Mendoza). Yeasty aromas are flowery and 

suggestive of squash. A citric palate is kind of slug-
gish, while briny flavors of citrus peel are common 
for Argentina. A steady, consistent finish concludes 
this plump but basic wine. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

83 Fat Gaucho 2017 Reserva Chardonnay (Men-
doza). Unsteady aromas of yeast and canta-

loupe may not endure for long. This Chardonnay has 
a heavy mouthfeel with grape-skin rasp. Tart pink 
grapefruit flavors precede an edgy finish. Fat Gaucho 
Wines, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

82 Andeluna 2016 Altitud Chardonnay (Tupun-
gato). Soggy white-fruit and haystack aro-

mas announce an underripe wine with no future. An 
unfocused palate tastes stale and bitter, with noth-
ing going on. This appears to have been adversely 
affected by 2016’s El Niño weather. San Francisco 
Wine Exchange. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

SPARKLING WINES

88 Chakana NV Ayni Nature Sparkling Rosé 
( Paraje Altamira). A salmon color and aro-

mas of orange peel and rubber form the opening on 
this rosé sparkler. A foamy mouthfeel is cut back 
and tempered by a bolt of citric acid, while this 

tastes briny and like citrus skins. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

87 Bressia 2016 Sylvestra Brut Nature Rosé 
(Mendoza). A salmon tint and dry aromas 

of citrus fruits lead to a palate that’s fresh but not 
really deep or complex. Smoky citrus flavors are 
slightly bitter and finish with a note of papaya. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

83 Chakana NV Maipe Brut (Mendoza). Oxi-
dized aromas result in a flat nose. This Pinot 

Noir-Chardonnay blend is also flat on the palate. 
Oxidized apricot and melon flavors show almost no 
pulse, while this is bland on the finish. Kysela Père 
et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

82 Pascual Toso NV Brut Chardonnay (Mendoza). 
Aromas of white flowers, yeast and game 

carry the nose. This is overly foamy and out of shape 
on the palate. Phenolic white-fruit flavors are grassy 
and finish oily and bitter. This is 100% Chardonnay 
but it doesn’t smell or taste like it.  Quintessential 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

90 Bodega Catena Zapata 2014 Alta Historic 
Rows Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Ripe 

berry and cassis aromas exhibit clearer notes of 
mocha and herbs the longer this breathes. A tight 
palate is anchored by a grip of tannins. Plum, cur-
rant and tobacco flavors precede a finish with lift-
ing acidity and integrated oak. Drink through 2022. 
MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

89 Casarena 2014 Owen’s Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Agrelo). The combination of 

exotic spice, blueberry and desert herb aromas this 
shows is unique to this wine and vineyard. In the 
mouth, this is rubbery and raw, with scraping tan-
nins. Oaky flavors of plum and currant finish with 
lively acidity and wiry tannins that won’t quit. Over-
all, this is a wild ride that some may love and others 
may want to disembark. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

87 Argento 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
doza). Sassy berry, lemony oak and asphalt 

aromas are untamed and a bit rustic. A grabby, 
rough palate doesn’t qualify as silky, while flavors 
of spiced berry and cassis are true to the variety. 
Prune, berry, chocolate and spice flavors help a fin-
ish that’s abrasive in texture. Pacific Highway Wines 
& Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Pascual Toso 2016 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). Among the many 
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challenged wines that the rainy 2016 vintage in Men-
doza produced, this is better than most. Rubbery 
red-berry aromas are a touch grassy and sketchy, 
but this feels about right. Stewy black-plum, cas-
sis and prune flavors finish with solidity more than 
complexity. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Sur de los Andes 2014 Gran Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). Raisiny black-fruit 

aromas are jammy and include notes of cedar cigar 
box. This is overdone and syrupy, meaning it lacks 
structure and spine. Blackened flavors of burnt oak 
sit atop raisin and prune, while a chocolaty richness 
is the best part of a heavy finish. Winery Direct. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

86 Finca Decero 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Agrelo). Gritty aromas of road tar 

announce a wine that’s missing ripeness. Abra-
sive tannins and a rough mouthfeel only confirm 
that assessment. Flavors of burnt berry fruits get 
rougher and tougher with airing, while the finishing 
tannins are seizing. Vintus LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Piattelli 2016 Premium Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Luján de Cuyo). Mulchy plum 

and berry aromas are not really fresh, and that’s 
telling. A palate with creamy weight is cut by lively 
acidity, while this tastes of stewed plum, molasses 
and herbs. At moments, this Cabernet shows quali-
ties; the rest of the time it’s just another challenged 
Cab from a cold wet vintage. Vinocopia. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

85 François Lurton 2016 Piedra Negra Alta 
 Coleccion Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). 

Aromas of pencil eraser, generic berry fruits, black 
olive and iodine lead to a full and round palate 
that’s more globular than structured. Flabby black-
plum and earthy berry flavors finish plump and with 
a prune flavor. Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

85 Quara 2016 Special Selection Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Cafayate). Oaky aromas of bacon 

blend into a nose with minty grassy berry scents. 
Rubbery tannins and lively acidity give edge to the 
palate, while this tastes of candied plum and green 
herbs. The same can be said for the finish. Pampa 
Beverages LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

84 Antigal 2015 Uno Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
doza). Initially, this gives off a chemical burn 

on the nose, like smelling salts. A grabby palate is 
severely tannic, while this tastes of heavy oak along 
with saucy plum and herbs. Unabsorbed oak sticks 
out on a smacking finish. Cork Alliance. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

84 Bodega Toneles 2015 Tonel 22 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). Gritty aromas of tar, 

plum and raisin are stewy as a whole. This Cabernet 
feels wiry and tartaric, with rough tannins. Minty 
red-fruit flavors have enough oak and ripeness to 
avoid being sour, while this tastes spicy and woody 
on the finish. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

84 Luigi Bosca 2016 La Linda Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Luján de Cuyo). Leafy plum aromas 

are herbal and dry. This Cab has a bouncy palate 
with high acidity and minty flavors of herbal plum 
and raspberry. A highly herbal finish is about as 
green as things get while still being good enough to 
drink. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

83 Bodega Calle 2015 La Mano Derecha Reserva 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). Jumbled 

aromas of road tar, stewed berry fruit and clove 
get this off to a tough start. A hard grabby palate 
tastes of herbal berry fruits that border on weedy. 
Like most of this wine, the finish is murky and dis-
jointed. Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

MALBEC

93 Altocedro 2015 Reserva Malbec (Uco Valley). 
For full review see page 6. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 15% Price: $34 

92 Nieto Senetiner 2013 Don Nicanor Single 
Vineyard Villa Blanca Malbec (Luján de 

Cuyo). For full review see page 8. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

92 Viña Cobos 2015 Bramare Malbec (Valle de 
Uco). Even in a difficult vintage like 2015, 

this Malbec is typically toasty and full up front, with 
mocha and coffee aromas. A saturated palate benefits 
from a blast of lemony acidity, while flavors of raisin, 
mocha and coffee match the nose. Baked berry fla-
vors find a cushioned landing on full, intense finish. 
Drink through 2026. Paul Hobbs Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

91 Casa Natal 2013 Reserva Malbec (Mendoza). 
Aromas of jammy blueberry and graphite are 

reduced but solid. This Malbec has a wide palate 
that’s wall to wall with fruit and tannins. Famil-
iar flavors of plum and berry fruits finish with oak 
spice, cocoa and leftover red-plum notes. Drink 
through 2020. W Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

91 Clos d’Argentine 2014 Winemaker’s Selec-
tion Reserva Malbec (Mendoza). Ripe aromas 

of blackberry drift towards raisin and animal fur. 
This is immensely full in body, with ripping tar-
taric acidity. Flavors of coconut and vanilla are oak 
based, while blackberry fruit finishes bold, but with 
a reverb of choppy tartaric acidity. Drink through 
2022. Winery Direct. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $42 

91 Ruca Malen 2013 Kinien Malbec (Mendoza). 
Aromas of desiccated black fruits start with 

blackberry and air out in the direction of raisin. A 
huge palate is massively tannic, while this tastes 
of dried plum, cassis and tobacco. Severe tannins 
make for a rubbing finish. Drink through 2021. Opici 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

91 Sur de los Andes 2014 Reserva Malbec (Men-
doza). Dark, inky aromas of blackberry, 

graphite and mocha get things going. This Malbec 
is full, thick and resiny in feel, with overt oak. Fla-
vors of chocolaty oak, mocha and berry fruits finish 
round and beefy. Winery Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

91 TintoNegro 2015 Finca La Escuela El Limo 
 Malbec (Mendoza). Blackened aromas of road 

tar and cherry are softened by oaky notes of pop-
corn, butter and leather. This is a tight wine, with 
a palate feel akin to a door slamming shut. Savory, 
saucy berry and plum flavors stay that way on the 
finish. Drink through 2024. Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

90 Calamaco 2014 Reserva Malbec (Mendoza). 
Earthy, slightly damp black-plum and 

black-currant aromas include notes of tobacco and 
graphite. A round plump cushioned palate is tough-
ened by slightly rough tannins. Blackberry, dark 
plum, coffee and toasted flavors finish with spicy 
notes of black pepper. Vinology USA. —M.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $20 

90 El Esteco 2014 Malbec (Calchaquí Valley). A 
concentrated and powerful brew of earthy, 

roasted berry and plum aromas includes a hint of 
burnt rubber. This feels thick and blocky, with only 
modest acidity. Stewy berry flavors come with herbal 
underpinnings, while this tastes baked on the finish. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Estancia Los Cardones 2015 Tigerstone Mal-
bec (Salta). Initial graham cracker aromas 

transition to smoked meat, black olive and leather 
while never suggesting much fruit. This is smooth 
but thick on the palate. Savory flavors of herbal tea 
and black fruits are plodding on a meaty dense finish. 
Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

90 Finca Decero 2015 Malbec (Agrelo). Toasty 
blackberry aromas are linear and secure, 

but fairly basic for quality Malbec. A plump grabby 
palate is restrained by rubbery tannins, while this 
tastes of roasted blackberry with a caramel note. 
Vintus LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

90 SoloContigo 2015 Affaire Malbec (Uco 
 Valley). Ripe cassis aromas push up against 

prune and raisin. A full palate is bold and generous, 
but also displaying tartaric acid. Fully oaked black-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  67

berry fruit smells a touch cheesy and of vanilla, 
while this is pudgy and oozing ripeness on the fin-
ish. Solo Contigo SA. —M.S. 
abv: NA Price: $21 

90 Terrazas de Los Andes 2013 Single Vineyard 
Las Compuertas Malbec (Mendoza). A bull-

ish nose is charred, minty and delivers heavy black-
berry aromas. This is a massive Malbec with weight 
issues: It’s rather flabby, but with biting tannins. 
Stewed blackberry and chocolate flavors finish with 
notes of fig and raisin. Moët Hennessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $59 

90 Zuccardi 2016 Serie A Malbec (Uco Valley). 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy.  

abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Bodega Catena Zapata 2015 High Moun-
tain Vines Malbec (Mendoza). Crisp toasty 

blackberry aromas suggest good things to come. A 
vibrant palate is bouncy and jumpy with acidity. 
Roasted berry flavors break down a bit before fin-
ishing meaty and gamy. MundoVino–The Winebow 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

89 Casir Dos Santos 2014 Reserve Malbec 
(Mendoza). Ripe grapy aromas are full and 

slightly raisiny. This lusty Malbec is a touch stewed 
on the palate, but holds it together. Savory saucy 
plum and berry flavors finish mellow, bulky and 
with an herbal leafy note. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

89 François Lurton 2016 Piedra Negra Reserve 
Malbec (Valle de Uco). Broad berry and 

plum aromas are oaky and spicy, but also a touch 
grassy. A crisp palate is high in acidity, like biting 
into a red apple. Racy plum and berry flavors are 
stern on a finish with bright but forceful acidity. 
 Atlas Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 La Posta 2016 Pizzella Malbec (Mendoza). 
Black plum and berry aromas include hints 

of clove and nutmeg. This Malbec is jammy in feel, 
while the flavors are of dark but generic berry fruits. 
A solid finish is plump and medium long, but not 
tannic or intense. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Manos Negras 2015 Artesano Malbec (Men-
doza). Unconventional aromas of beef jerky, 

ham, rubber, mint and reedy plum lead to a pal-
ate with tannins like nails. Minty berry flavors are 
slightly green and suggestive of grape skins, while 
an unyielding finish just won’t give. Vino Del Sol. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Antis 2015 Antis Reserva Malbec (Men-
doza). Ripe aromas of prune and raisin are 

almost overripe. This is jammy with a soft structure. 
Berry fruit, baking spices and herbal notes make up 

the flavors on this thick-bodied Malbec that’s best 
when taken as a whole. Universal Beverage Importer. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Argento 2014 Reserva Malbec (Uco Valley). 
Smoky, savory aromas of oak, root beer and 

plum are encouraging. This Malbec is full but soft 
and jammy in feel. Savory black-fruit flavors are 
herbal and spicy, while this is chunky on a finish 
with gaps. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

88 Bodega Catena Zapata 2016 High Mountain 
Vines Malbec (Mendoza). Woody berry and 

cassis aromas are appealing yet the palate feels wiry 
and tannic. Stewy, lightly baked berry and raisin 
flavors finish with chocolaty oak notes along with 
lasting hints of prune. MundoVino–The Winebow 
Group. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Bodega Norton 2015 Reserva Malbec (Men-
doza). Blackberry and spice-cake aromas 

announce a largely ripe Malbec. Mild astringency 
from rubbery tannins is tolerable, while this tastes 
of toasty berry fruits with herbal hints. Dry tannins 
anchor this Malbec that’s honest and doesn’t over-
reach. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Chakana 2016 Maipe Reserve Malbec (Men-
doza). Despite what seems like a touch of 

volatility, this Malbec locks in on black-fruit aromas 
with a pinch of rubber. A pulpy palate is healthy, 
while this tastes of berry fruits and dark plum prior 
to a finish with modest intensity and drive. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Mendel 2016 Malbec (Mendoza). Ripe berry 
aromas suggest raisin and marzipan. Fol-

lowing those aromas, this feels jammy and soft, with 
barely any edge. Cassis and berry flavors finish with 
notes of cola, spice and raisin. Vine Connections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Solo Contigo 2014 Primera Amante Malbec 
(Mendoza). Leafy berry and plum notes 

suffer slightly from a vinegar-like side note. This is 
soupy and chunky in feel. Flavors of gamy, rubbery 
plum and blackberry finish with overt oak and some 
heat. Massanois Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Terrazas de Los Andes 2016 Reserva Malbec 
(Mendoza). Woody berry and cassis aromas 

come with a hint of graphite. This Malbec feels full 
and solid, with rubbery tannins. Savory, gamy red-
plum and wood-spice flavors finish dry and with a 
hint of oaky clove. Moët Hennessy USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Zuccardi 2017 Serie A Malbec (Mendoza). A 
bold purple color and black-fruit aromas 

form the opening of this saturated Malbec. A high-
energy palate is driven by acidity, while this is full 
of ripe blackberry flavors. Mild heat accompanies 
a grip of tannins on the finish. Winesellers, Ltd. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Finca la Celia 2016 Pioneer Malbec (Uco 
 Valley). Rubbery black-plum and black-

currant aromas lead to a plump palate that’s light 
on structure and grip. Jammy plum and blackberry 
flavors are good in a generic sort of way. A round fin-
ish fades away without intensity. Apollo Fine Wines 
& Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Gaucho 2016 Malbec (Uco Valley). Spicy 
blackberry aromas are dry and not overly 

effusive. A firm palate with drying tannins deliv-
ers flavors of oak spice and smoked meat along with 
solid berry fruit. Overall, this is competent and a 
touch gamy. Oasis Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Monteviejo 2016 Festivo Malbec (Uco Valley). 
Incongruous aromas of tomato sauce, pep-

peroni and jammy raspberry are challenging while 
leading to a tight palate with drying tannins and 
loud acidity. Spicy peppery red-plum flavors pull 
inward on a high-acid finish. Esprit du Vin. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

87 TintoNegro 2016 Malbec (Uco Valley). Floral 
plum and currant aromas fall somewhere 

between fruity and raw. This Malbec from a cold 
and rainy vintage feels lean and edgy. Red berry and 
currant flavors are light on a finish driven by acidity. 
Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Antigal 2015 Uno Malbec (Mendoza). Dark 
cherry aromas come with a note of grassy 

clover. A full palate is saucy and sticky, while plum 
and berry flavors are spicy but heavy. This is a ripe 
thick wine that’s more good than problematic. Cork 
Alliance. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

86 Bodega Calle 2015 Alberti 154 Malbec (Men-
doza). Gritty berry aromas show hints of 

animal and latex. In the mouth, this is solid and 
firm, with a medium-plus body. Peppery berry fla-
vors are a tad herbal, while burnt and roasted notes 
come up on the finish.  Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Ernesto Catena 2015 Tahuan Siesta en el 
Tahuantinsuyu Malbec (Mendoza). Smoky, 

rubbery blackberry aromas yield to oaky clove. This 
is tight and wiry in feel, without much padding. 
Quick-striking red-berry flavors are herbal and pep-
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pery, while this is tannic like rubber bands on the 
finish. Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Fincas Don Martino 2016 Old Vine Malbec 
(Mendoza). Berry and plum aromas are 

rubbery and hint at wood smoke. On the palate, this 
is hefty but short on stuffing and structure. Gritty 
flavors of stalky berry fruits are low on ripeness, 
while this is spicy in flavor but also dry and tannic 
on the finish. Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

86 Tomero 2016 Malbec (Uco Valley). Stalky 
berry aromas smell like hot pavement more 

than ripe fruit. This feels full but soft, with minimal 
structure. Foxy, oaky, herbaceous berry flavors dic-
tate the terms of this Malbec from a cold and rainy 
year. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Bodega Cuarto Dominio 2016 Lote 44 Vine-
yard Selection Malbec (Mendoza). Reedy 

berry aromas show mild clove and spice notes. This 
is drawn down and pinchy on the palate. Salty plum 
and tomato flavors are backed by a finish that’s rub-
bery in texture. As a whole, this is basic Malbec. 
Terlato Wines International. —M.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $14 

85 Tapiz 2016 Made With Organic Grapes Malbec 
(Mendoza). Raspberry and plum aromas are 

kind of furry and gamy. A chunky palate has rubbery 
tannins, while this tastes of herbal cherry and plum 
fruit. A touch of chocolate is found on a medicinal 
finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

85 Tercos 2016 Malbec (Mendoza). Earthy, 
gritty berry and plum aromas are reedy and 

just ripe enough. This Malbec is plump but inexact 
on the palate. Herbal berry and plum flavors lack 
purity and intensity. Global Vineyard Importers. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

85 Zolo 2016 Gaucho Select Sustainably Farmed 
Estate Grown and Bottled Malbec (Mendoza). 

Roasted plum and berry aromas are rubbery. There’s 
heft and body to this Malbec, which tastes of savory 
plum that’s just ripe enough. On that same theme, 
the finish is slightly herbal, with a hint of rubber. 
Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $11 

84 Bodega Norton 2015 Barrel Select Malbec 
(Mendoza). Norton’s Britto Series art label 

wine is regular stuff. Aromas of olive and rubber 
mean it’s not exactly clean and fruity to start. A 
rubbery chunky body lacks a focal point, while this 
tastes of briny olive and barely ripe berry fruits prior 
to a savory finish. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

84 Notro 2016 Malbec (Mendoza). Spicy red-
berry aromas are minty and lead to a choppy 

palate with hard tannins. Saucy plum, tomato and 
herbal flavors land on a dry finish with a tomatoey 
reprise. Ripeness and bold fruit are not this Mal-
bec’s calling card. Hand Picked Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

84 Ruca Malen 2016 Yauquen Malbec (Men-
doza). Light berry aromas are plain and 

simple. This feels crisp and acidic, with angular-
ity. Salty plum and red-berry flavors are bright and 
lively on a lean finish. Opici Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

83 Payana 2016 Malbec (Mendoza). Reedy, 
grassy berry aromas are darn near weedy. 

This feels tough and raw. Minty flavors of plum and 
red currant are dry on a finish that’s not showing 
much charm. Domaine Select Wine & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

83 Region 1 2016 Reserve Malbec (Mendoza). 
Soupy plum aromas are overrun with a heavy 

scent of clove. In the mouth, this is resiny and sticky. 
A singular flavor of clove renders this more fake and 
forced than natural. Pampa Beverages LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

82 Luminis 2013 Pedriel Malbec (Mendoza). A 
cloudy color and stale aromas of earthy and 

gritty berry fruits is not a good opening. Nor is a 
palate that feels like gravy and tastes weedy, soupy 
and green. While not totally disastrous, there’s a lot 
of wrong with this Malbec. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $25 

82 Manos Andinas 2015 Reserva Malbec (Men-
doza). Flat gummy aromas of candied berry 

fruits and clove don’t impress. Nor does a raisiny 
palate with no acidity. Lifeless berry flavors fin-
ish with notes of prune and raisin. Votto Vines 
 Importing. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

RED BLENDS

94 Encendido 2013 Cruzado (Mendoza). Ripe 
compact aromas of heady cassis and black-

berry mixed with Christmas spices form the right 
opening for this old school heavyweight. A blend of 
75% Malbec with Syrah and Cab Franc, this feels 
huge and almost syrupy, with acidic cut. Like the 
nose, this tastes of blackberry, cassis, mocha and fig. 
A stout finish has melting tannins. Drink through 
2022. BuenaVintura. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Luca 2016 Beso De Dante Malbec-Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Uco Valley). Large-scale berry 

aromas are foresty and mossy, with a black pepper 
note providing spice. This Malbec and Cabernet 
Sauvignon blend is dense and chewy, with bright 
acidity affording balance. Blackberry and cassis fla-

vors are full and fresh, not baked and jammy. On 
the finish, this is at one moment savory and the 
next it’s slightly raisiny. Drink through 2025. Vine 
 Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $41 

93 Salentein 2015 Numina Spirit Vineyard Gran 
Corte (Uco  Valley). For full review see page 

6. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $41 

92 Bodega Norton 2015 Privada (Mendoza). 
Ripe blackberry and black cherry aromas 

are a touch candied, with a mulchy hint of tree bark 
lending earthiness. The palate on this Bordeaux 
blend is full and lush, with a beam of tartaric acid-
ity. Blackberry and cassis flavors weigh in by the 
ton, while this is toasty and coffee-flavored on a 
calm, bulky finish. Drink through 2024. Guarachi 
Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Lamadrid 2014 Begani Master Blend (Agrelo). 
Raisiny aromas of fig paste, maple and prune 

fill up the nose. This Malbec blend is heavy, maybe 
a touch more than ideal, but not to the point of 
being out of shape. Prune, raisin and baked berry 
flavors are at max ripeness, while this flattens out 
on a chocolaty finish. Drink through 2021. Vino Del 
Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Vicentin 2013 Colosso (Mendoza). Ultraripe 
aromas of prune, chocolaty oak and forest 

floor are heady and smooth. This is mostly Malbec, 
with touches of Petit Verdot and Cab Franc. It is 
fully saturated across a wide palate, with flavors of 
blackberry, coffee and blackened oak, which makes 
sense given that this spent a whopping 24 months 
in barrel. This is a throwback to when Mendoza 
Malbecs emphasized size over elegance. Dangerous 
Import Group. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $35 

91 Antigal 2014 Aduentus Classic (Mendoza). 
Very ripe and heady aromas of blackberry, 

cassis and creamy oak take you back to the time 
when Mendoza was all about big extracted bruis-
ers. This blend of Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot is wide, tannic and grabby. Flavors of cola, 
chocolate and baked black fruits finish chocolaty 
and oaky to the last gasp. Cork Alliance. —M.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $28 

89 Bodega Calle 2015 Dharma Malbec-Petit 
 Verdot (Mendoza). Ripe prune and fig aro-

mas are condensed and a bit raisiny. A full chewy 
palate is compact and narrow, without much 
breadth. Ripe blackberry flavors include notes of 
chocolate and coffee. On the finish, this is jammy in 
feel and toasty in flavor. Elixir Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Angulo Innocenti 2013 Unisono Estate 
Grown (La Consulta). Punishing aromas of 
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shoe polish and menthol announce an aggressive 
wine that also smells lemony. A thick dense palate is 
the opposite of finessed, while this blend of Malbec, 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Cab Franc tastes mostly of 
wood atop resiny berry fruit. Even the finish doesn’t 
waver with its oakiness. Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $44 

88 Bodegas Caro 2015 Amancaya Reserve 
 Malbec-Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendoza). 

Earthy berry and tomato aromas include a note of 
graphite. This Malbec-Cabernet Sauvignon blend 
feels full and chunky but not all that structured or 
exact. Oaky raspberry and plum flavors finish quietly, 
with hints of brown sugar and leftover woodiness. 
Esprit du Vin. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Rutini 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon-Malbec 
(Mendoza). Brambly berry aromas are 

jammy, jumbled and suggestive of clove. This 50-50 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec is grabby 
and rubbing. Oaky flavors of berry fruits and cassis 
finish tannic, with toast and clove notes. Graziano 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Trivento 2015 Amado Sur (Mendoza). This 
full-bodied blend of Malbec, Bonarda and 

Syrah opens with foresty dark-berry aromas along 
with a note of mint. A broad palate shows both tar-
taric acidity and pinching tannins. Saucy, slightly 
salty plum and berry flavors finish with continued 
sauciness. Excelsior Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Masi Tupungato 2015 Passo Doble (Mendoza). 
Gritty aromas of grilled beef and berry fruits 

are blocky. This Veneto-style blend of Malbec with 
15% Corvina feels flush and grabby, but not smooth 
due to rubbery tannins. Oaky, blackened-berry fla-
vors are generic, while an oaky note of clove comes 
up on a scratchy finish. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Otero Ramos 2015 Cafetin (Mendoza). Jum-
bled, murky berry aromas are more gritty and 

grassy than ripe and open. In the mouth, this is tight, 
drawing and raw in feel. Baked, slightly candied- 
berry flavors are a touch weedy in the middle, while 
this blend of Malbec, Tannat and Bonarda never 
 offers anything special. Pacific Rim Wine Logistics. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

83 Alamos 2015 Red (Mendoza). Aromas of cof-
fee grounds, raw oak and herbaceous berry 

fruits are not encouraging, and never does this 
blend of Malbec, Bonarda and Tempranillo rise to 
any semblance of high quality. The palate is sticky 
and resiny in feel, while oaky flavors of clove and 
cream are about all this tastes of. E & J Gallo. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAY

95 Hertelendy 2015 Ritchie Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 4. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $85 

94 Calera 2016 Chardonnay (Mt. Harlan). For 
full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

94 Sea Smoke 2015 Monopole Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). The nose on this iconic 

bottling is tightly wound and reminiscent of spring-
time, with fresh lily, white melon, Meyer lemon pith 
and faint butter aromas. It’s zesty and zippy on the 
palate with chalky flavors, showing Pink Lady apple 
flesh in the midpalate and a racy grapefruit acidity 
that carries into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Rusack 2016 Santa Catalina Island Vineyards 
Chardonnay (California). Very chalky and 

tight on the nose, this bottling from the extremely 
challenging vineyard on Catalina Island is a power-
ful success, also showing Meyer lemon sorbet and 
Asian pear aromas. It’s tightly woven on the palate, 
with crushed white rock and key-lime spritz flavors, 
reminiscent of Chablis. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

93 Sanford 2014 Sanford & Benedict Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). Though a bit 

older than most current Chardonnays, this bottling 
from the region’s most historic vineyard hardly 
shows a hint of age. Aromas of lemon curd, lime zest 
and walnut are both fresh and warm on the nose. 
The palate is lively with Bosc pear flavors yet also 
leans rich, with sea salt caramel and a hint of but-
terscotch riding far into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

93 Stony Hill 2015 Chardonnay (Spring Moun-
tain District). Woody, expansive, gritty and 

grippy, this is an exotic, delicately layered wine 
from the historic producer, so good in its complex-
ity and lightness of being. Bread and salted butter 
greet lemon zest and stone fruit along with a line 
of sophisticated acidity and stony mineral intrigue. 
This wine will do well in the cellar; enjoy 2025–
2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

93 Three Sticks 2016 Gap’s Crown Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This is lin-

ear and fresh, with a youthful intensity of tropical 
flavor and oak. Fennel, lemon peel, stone fruit and 
stony minerality are met by high-toned acidity that 
buzzes beneath the power and richness. This wine 
unravels slowly and with complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Three Sticks 2016 Origin Durell Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Brioche, 

hazelnut and a touch of apple skin rise on the nose 
of this lovely, rich and high-toned wine. Tart acidity 
presents as crushed rock and stone with a balanced 
sense of concentration and ripeness that makes it 
deliciously ready for the table. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

92 Chateau St. Jean 2015 Le Seul Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). The third release 

of this celebration of the Sonoma Coast, sourced 
from Gap’s Crown Vineyard in the Petaluma Gap, 
this imparts lemon curd and apple skin in a robust 
body of concentrated richness and rounded texture. 
Tart, fresh and focused acidity balances the wine’s 
larger-than-life tendencies. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

92 Marimar Estate 2015 Don Miguel Vineyard 
Dobles Lías Estate Grown Estate Bottled 

Unfiltered Chardonnay (Russian River  Valley). For 
full review see page 8. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $57 

92 Windstream 2014 Sarmento Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Light, 

delicate and lovely on the nose, this single-vineyard 
expression offers fresh and clean aromas of light 
pear and lemon rind. The palate picks up toast and 
toasted nut flavors, with rounded pear flesh, honey-
suckle and tangy tangerine rinds as the backdrop. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $28 

91 Cattleya 2016 Pratt Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Salted white peach, 

apple jelly, gardenia and brioche with lemon pre-
serves show on the nose of this small-batch bottling 
from Sonoma County. Tangy lemon rinds, warm 
toast and candied melon flavors show on the palate, 
where the finish is quite lengthy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

91 Stephen Ross 2016 Chardonnay (Edna Val-
ley). Salted apple and white peach aromas 

meet with a lemony edge, hint of toast and flash of 
sandalwood on the nose of this bottling. There is 
strong energy to the sip, where tangy waves of lemon 
candy meet with warmer flavors of pan-seared apple. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

90 Broadside 2016 Wild Ferment Chardonnay 
(Central Coast). Light and fresh aromas of 

lilies, kiwi and mandarin orange show on the nose of 
this bottling, which is reminiscent of a dewy spring 
morning. On the palate, the body is also lightweight 
and refreshing, with rounded apple and Asian pear 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Chateau St. Jean 2015 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Sonoma County). Sourced from four vine-

yards across the county, this white offers concen-
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trated aromas of jasmine and honeyed oak. Fully 
lush and high toned, it is robust in texture and grit 
on the midpalate, with a lasting taste of vanilla oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

90 Covenant 2015 Lavan Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Mountain). Dark gold in color, this wine 

offers uplifting acidity and matchstick—strong ele-
ments that balance well against powerful layers 
of green apple, melon and pear. The ripeness is in 
check. Kosher. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

90 Gainey 2016 Limited Selection Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Soft nectarine flesh is cut 

by Key lime and a touch of brioche on the nose of 
this bottling. It’s relatively light and tightly focused 
on the palate, where poached pear, red apple, cheri-
moya and the slightest hint of butterscotch flavors 
arise. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

90 Gibbs 2015 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). A 
great value, this wine offers perfumed oak 

and notes of jasmine and white flowers. Salty cara-
mel pretzel flavors accentuate a bigger, bolder take 
on fruit-forward freshness and voluptuous texture. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Jarvis 2016 Estate Grown Cave Fermented 
Chardonnay (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

90 Kelleher 2015 Three Sisters Unfiltered Don 
Miguel Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Valley). 

Lush and expansive, with moderate oak and acidity, 
this is a big, bolder style of white, mineral in stone 
and rock, with exotic fruit flavors of apple and pine-
apple. A trace of green olive lingers on the succulent 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

90 Lumen 2015 Sierra Madre Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Maria Valley). Hazelnut, seared 

lemon rinds and sandalwood reflect the various oak 
types used in the making of this wine. The palate 
also reflects that wood, with lightly toasted oak fla-
vors holding up the seared lemon and herb-roasted 
chicken elements. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $30 

90 Pull 2016 Estate Grown Chardonnay (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 16. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

90 Rusack 2016 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). This blend of 75% Bien Nacido 

Vineyard and 25% Sierra Madre offers sea salt, 
lemon rind, honeysuckle extract and a hint of 
blanched almonds on the nose. There is fresh and 
tightly wound citrus on the tip of the palate, and 

then it warms up toward almond and orange-cookie 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Sonoma Vineyards 2016 Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). With a noble sense of 

reduction on the nose, this wine is taut and tart in 
acidity, focused in Meyer lemon and balanced oak. 
A grainy texture adds complexity to the light-bodied 
ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Eighteen Miles 2016 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This wine builds complexity in the 

glass, showing a full-bodied, concentrated expres-
sion of green apple and Meyer lemon up front, 
before teases of salty oak and stone come into play. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Kendall-Jackson 2016 Jackson Estate 
Camelot Highlands Chardonnay (Santa 

Maria Valley). Rounded aromas of Gravenstein 
apple, marmalade on warm toast and fine-grained 
oak show on the nose of this bottling. It’s clean and 
very classic on the palate, offering roasted apple, 
crushed nut, lemon rind and seared orange flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

89 Paul Dolan 2016 Chardonnay (Mendocino 
County). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Calerrain 2016 Chardonnay (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Reserved aromas of lemon 

cream, lime blossoms, a hint of white lily and a 
pinch of crushed chalk show on the clean nose of 
this bottling. Blanched almonds and cashew cream 
bring nutty flavors to the palate, which is cut by 
racy lime zest. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Hestan 2015 Chardonnay (San Francisco 
Bay). With a strong opening note of match-

stick, this wine offers an abundance of toasted oak 
on the nose as well, following up on the palate in 
buttery, rich and ripe flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

88 Kendall-Jackson 2016 Jackson Estate Char-
donnay (Santa Maria Valley). Hazelnut, 

browned butter, honeysuckle and strong orangesi-
cle aromas show on the nose of this bottling, which 
fits into the classic California Chardonnay category. 
There’s a rounded entry to the palate, offering fla-
vors of Gravenstein apple and poached pear that are 
carried on chalky backbone. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

88 Kenwood 2016 Green Valley Ranch Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). Caramel oak and 

toast come first to the nose, which shows a touch of 
reduction. Robustly rich in apple, pear and mango 

flavors, it also imparts a balance of high-toned acid-
ity that helps keep the wine fresh in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 

88 R Collection 2016 Lot No 3 Chardonnay (Cal-
ifornia). The richness of this wine doesn’t 

become apparent until the flavors and texture hit 
the palate. It smells herbal and spicy, like white 
pepper and fennel, then tastes much more buttery 
and ripe and has a broad mouthfeel. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Sanford 2014 La Rinconada Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sta. Rita Hills). This bottling is 

quite shy on the nose at this point of its life, offer-
ing faint aromas of pear flesh, chalk and preserved 
lemon. There is fairly light acid on the palate, which 
shows pear, nectarine, vanilla and toast flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

88 Sketchbook 2016 Chardonnay (Mendocino 
County). Apple-skin aromas, lively fruit 

flavors and an almost chewy texture give a lot of 
presence to this medium-bodied wine. It has good 
structure, an appetizing mouthfeel and pleasant 
apple and lemon notes. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Z. Alexander Brown 2016 Uncaged Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Soft lemon 

pith, light butter and a hint of marshmallow show on 
the nose of this bottling by the rock ’n’ roll star Zac 
Brown. There is good grip at the tip of the sip and 
then lemon-lime sorbet flavors, which are pleasant if 
not overly complex. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Magnolia Court Dorrian 2016 Chardonnay 
(Central Coast). Lemon curd, apple sauce, 

mango and melon make for a pretty ripe nose on this 
bottling. There is a strong sizzle of acidity on the sip 
and then quite ripe flavor of pear, apple soda and 
tropical kiwi. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Broken Earth 2016 Chardonnay (Paso 
Robles). Rounded aromas of poached pear 

show on the simple nose of this bottling. There is a 
boost of orange zest on the sip, which then settles 
into flavors of apple flesh. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $17 

86 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Cold Creek Ranch 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This is a 

robust high-toned white, direct in lemon and apple 
flavors, its nose floral if not somewhat muted. Full 
bodied, it holds its ripeness and power in check, 
allowing an underlying streak of acidity to refresh 
the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

86 Gehricke 2015 Chalk Ridge Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). Crème brûlée 

and toasted marshmallow greet the nose as a but-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  7 1

tery backbone of flavor begins to develop on the pal-
ate. Thick and rich with intense acidity, this youth-
ful vineyard-designate is still finding itself. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

86 The Withers Winery 2016 Peters Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Golden oak, 

lemon chiffon and pineapple combine within this 
intensely high-acid white, which may need more 
time to integrate in the bottle. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

85 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Belle Terre Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Alexander Valley). Muted aro-

matically, this wine is intense in oak and richness, 
a mix of tropical pineapple, baked apple and robust 
butterscotch. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

84 Elyse 2015 Chardonnay (Sonoma County). 
This blends 5% Pinot Blanc into the mix, 

the fruit from York Creek Vineyard high atop Spring 
Mountain, while the Chardonnay comes from a 
site in Carneros and another in Dry Creek Valley. 
Together they coalesce into thick, oaky waves fla-
vored in toasted marshmallow. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

84 Nicholson Ranch 2015 Estate Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Aromas of salt and con-

fectionery lead to a dull palate. Its fruit tones are 
muted by an overly generous vanilla oak tone. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

83 Hailstone Vineyards 2014 Restoration Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). This wine is 

sweet in taffy, marshmallow and anise flavors, with 
an underlying harshness that’s hard to shake. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

83 Murphy-Goode 2014 Minnesota Cuvée Char-
donnay (Alexander Valley). Aged eight 

months in Minnesota oak, hence the name, this 
wine shows overbaked qualities of toffee and cara-
mel, its acidity disjointed, the wine somewhat harsh 
and hot. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

82 Taft Street 2015 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). This wine offers simple tones of 

apple and oak on the nose and palate. It is medium 
in build and straightforward in its appeal. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

92 Heitz 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa Valley). 
Made from certified organic grapes, this 

wine offers a strong uplift of acidity and refreshing 
layers of tangerine, white peach and Meyer lemon. 
With just enough grip and body it has complexity 
amid the freshness. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

92 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2017 Cunat 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Oak Knoll Dis-

trict). This lovely white has a bright, floral nose and 
is fresh in flavor. Well-textured, it offers a wealth 
of delicious peach skin, Meyer lemon and grape-
fruit pith, the tang and juiciness of the fruit flavors 
melded together in impressive harmony. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

92 Saracina 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Mendocino 
County). Concentration and depth are the 

hallmarks of this fresh, flavorful, bracing wine made 
from organic grapes. It matches bright citrus and 
grassy aromas with deep, layered melon, fig and pro-
sciutto flavors that seem to expand on the palate. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $23 

91 Refugio Ranch 2017 Tiradora Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Lime, kiwi and grass 

aromas show on the nose of this bottling. There is 
tremendous zip and a stony, chalky texture to the 
medium-bodied palate, which is full of grass and 
lime peel flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 St. Francis 2017 Wild Oak Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Sonoma Valley). Subtle in stone fruit 

aromas and a waxy apple tease, this vineyard-spe-
cific white is bright, fresh and layered with texture. 
Light in ripeness, it’ll do well as an aperitif or com-
panion to the table and a wide variety of fare. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

90 Emerald Hare 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). For full review see page 15. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

90 Joel Gott 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

90 MacLaren 2017 Lee’s Sauvignon Blanc (Dry 
Creek Valley). Gritty lemon and salty wet 

stone give this wine a welcome complexity and 
texture, amid a tart precision of citrus zest and 
grapefruit. Lithe, blended acidity keeps it fresh and 
focused in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Oak Farm 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). For 
full review see page 13. 

abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Roblar 2017 Estate Fumé Blanc (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Loads of yellow peach, lemon pith 

and a kiss of wood show on the nose of this bot-
tling. The palate is ripe yet restrained enough, offer-
ing nectarine and lemon flavors, set against a tight 
structure and zesty acid. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

90 V. Sattui 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
 Valley). Floral and brimming in citrus-

laden acidity, this is a creamy, lush example of the 
variety, with a strong peachy flavor and aromas of 
apple blossom. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Buttonwood Farm 2017 Zingy Sauvignon 
Blanc (Los Olivos District). A pleasing com-

bination of riper passion fruit and reductive grassy 
notes show on the nose of this bottling, which also 
offers green grapefruit rinds and kiwi aromas. The 
palate is zingy with acidity as advertised, carrying 
lemongrass and wild lime flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $22 

89 City Winery Chicago 2017 Morgan Station 
Sauvignon Blanc (Lake County). This wine 

is exceptionally fresh and vibrant in mouthfeel, 
driven by great acidity and modestly flavored with 
crisp apple and lemon notes. It is light bodied and 
lean, in a good way, and seems perfect to pair with 
shellfish or goat cheese. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Andis 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Amador 
County). This medium-bodied wine com-

bines rich ripe melon aromas with tangy citrus fla-
vors for a refreshing but satisfying impression. A 
lightly sweet baking-spice element expands on the 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

88 Boatique 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Big Val-
ley District-Lake County). This is a lively 

thirst-quenching style of wine, like adult lemonade, 
that blends good acidity with a sense of ripeness or 
sweetness and relatively full body. It has a firm but 
smooth texture and appealing, subtle melon and fig 
flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

88 J. Lohr 2017 Flume Crossing Sauvignon Blanc 
(Arroyo Seco). Almost petrol-like on the 

nose, this bottling shows dried grass, hay, flint and 
a strong jalapeño aromas. That green-pepper ele-
ment also shows strongly on the sip, which is clean, 
crisp and rather intriguing, finishing with a rounded 
apple warmth. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Jamie Slone Wines 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). There’s a petrol kick to 

the nose of this bottling, along with aromas of dried 
grass and hay. It’s tightly wound on the palate, with a 
citrusy freshness as well as wet grass flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $30 

88 Kenwood 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). This is a bright, fresh and layered 

white at a spectacular price that offers just enough 
heft and body weight to keep it lively and deliciously 
pair-worthy with a range of foods. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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88 Kitá 2017 Camp 4 Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Rounded and light aro-

mas of apple and pear lean more sweet than grassy 
on the nose of this bottling. There is compelling tex-
ture on the palate, with approachable flavors of red 
apple, ripe pears and a flash of bubblegum. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

88 Longboard 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). Strong grassy, herbal, piney aro-

mas and flavors light up this medium-bodied wine. 
It has lively acidity, plenty of personality and good 
balance, so it fills the bill very nicely. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Shooting Star 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Lake 
County). This wine finds a nice balance 

between herb, citrus and mineral elements in the 
context of medium body, lively acidity and good 
concentration. It will be perfect for lunch or as a 
pre-dinner drink. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 The Crusher 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Verde 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Monterey). 
Stony and plush on the nose, this offers aro-

mas of ripe nectarine, lime, green herbs and chive. 
There is a rocky texture to the palate with decent 
acidity framing flavors of Key lime and lemongrass. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

88 Z. Alexander Brown 2017 Uncaged Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (North Coast). This wine is rela-

tively full bodied and has a light oak touch, so it’s 
more than simple refreshment. Aromas of vanilla 
and fennel lead to a soft, smooth palate, with a subtle 
apple-pie flavor. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Kenwood 2016 Ricioli Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Russian River Valley). Grassy, herbal 

and with a slight gamy, meaty note of charcuterie, 
this is a thick, medium-bodied white from one site. 
Lush on the palate, its texture is gritty, with lasting 
tangy elements of lemon peel and grapefruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

87 St. Francis 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). This is an easygoing, enjoyable 

white, tropical in papaya and juicy stone fruit. Flo-
ral aromatics of jasmine give it a lift of invitation 
around a pleasant midpalate of juicy flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

87 Tangent 2016 Clone 530 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Edna Valley). Candied lime and cut grass 

aromas show on the nose of this single-clone bot-
tling from the Paragon Vineyard. Dried lime rinds, 
pear flesh and apples show on the palate, which is 
fresh yet not overly acidic. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

87 Trentadue 2017 OPR Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-
fornia). Dry, fresh and crisp, this is a light-

bodied, unoaked, mouthcleansing wine with light 
fig, herb and citrus flavors and good acidity. It has 
5 g/L of residual sugar and was aged on the lees for 
five months. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

86 Kelleher 2016 Block 21 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Grassy and herbal, this 

ripe full-bodied wine traffics in pea shoots and an 
underlying sweetness that contrasts against a back-
drop of bristling acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $34 

86 Raymond 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). This is a subtle wine that shows fig 

and subdued melon flavors on a smooth, non-tart 
texture. It is full bodied, light in terms of concentra-
tion but the rich mouthfeel will suit many palates. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Sand Point 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). 
This medium-bodied wine pushes the 

envelope of flavors, offering herb and veggie aromas 
alongside an earthy, mushroom flavor. It certainly 
has personality but might not make all the guests at 
a party happy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Benziger 2017 Frank Johnson Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Dry Creek Valley). Grassy, this 

presents an herbal component of pea shoots and 
sharp up-front acidity, the midpalate midweight 
in body and ripeness. It lingers in a strong taste of 
lemon peel. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $26 

85 Josh Cellars 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). This is a light-bodied refreshing 

wine that smells herbaceous, tastes lemony with a 
touch of sweetness and has a texture between crisp 
and soft. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

84 Line 39 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
The grape variety of this light-bodied lean-

textured wine is instantly recognizable from the 
herb and veggie aromas and flavors. However, the 
obvious fresh herb, snap pea and onion flavors will 
be too extreme for some drinkers. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

83 Andretti 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Atlas Peak). 
This white is somewhat muted aromatically 

and dull on the palate, with a juicy succulence that 
presents as sweet and thick. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $37 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

91 Lumen 2016 Sierra Madre Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(Santa Maria Valley). This is a rather unique 

and fascinating wine, starting with aromas of pear 
galette, peach and apple blossom. There is a lemon-
peel tension to the medium-bodied palate but also 
warmer nectarine and apple-syrup flavors, with a 
cantaloupe touch that goes into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

90 Barber 2017 Rougissant Keller Vineyard 
Pinot Gris (Petaluma Gap). Interestingly 

floral and high in acidity, this white was given three 
hours of skin contact after the grapes were crushed, 
the wine then fermented and aged in stainless steel. 
Wet stone minerality and floral earthiness abound 
around sizzling freshness and peachy flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Donkey & Goat 2016 Ramato Filigreen Farm 
Pinot Gris (Anderson Valley). Not at all what 

most would expect from a Pinot Gris, this wine is 
rosé in color, has plenty of body despite low alcohol 
and drinks almost like a Pinot Noir. The watermelon 
aromas and plummy, earthy flavors accompany a 
generous texture and nip of tannin. Biodynamic 
grapes were fermented with native yeast and not 
filtered. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

89 La Folia Winery 2016 Pinot Grigio (Sierra 
Foothills). This crisp, straw-colored white 

wine has interesting touches of complexity in the 
mineral and prosciutto aromas and the nice com-
bination of savory herb and fresh apple flavors. It’s 
medium bodied and has lively acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Cline 2017 Estate Grown Pinot Gris (Sonoma 
Coast). Waxy peach and apple soften a 

medium-bodied build and managed acidity in this 
estate white, which is aromatic in honey and flow-
ers. Juicy throughout, it finishes in mango and 
melon. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

86 Gnarly Head 2017 Pinot Grigio (Lodi). 
Very  appley, fresh and crisp, this wine is 

light bodied, clean and appetizing. It gives simple 
refreshment and there’s nothing wrong with that. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Terra d’Oro 2017 Pinot Grigio (Clarksburg). 
This medium-bodied wine has plenty of 

ripe fruit flavors. Fuji apple and honeydew melon 
take center stage, with low-acid and a soft texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Woodbridge by Robert Mondavi 2017 Pinot 
Grigio (California). This is a light-bodied 

wine with honest, straightforward and rather light 
fruit flavors and decent balance. An earthy trace in 
the aroma gets covered with good, moderate apple 
and kiwi flavors. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $8 
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RIESLING

93 Trefethen 2017 Family Owned Estate Grown 
Dry Riesling (Oak Knoll District). For full 

review see page 7. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Sans Wine Co 2017 McGill Vineyard Ries-
ling (Rutherford). This stellar wine can 

from husband-and-wife team Jake Stover and Gina 
Schober is made from 60-year-old dry-farmed vines 
found, unexpectedly, in the heart of the famous 
appellation, known much more nowadays for Caber-
net Sauvignon. Stainless steel-aged, it rocks in bal-
anced acidity and stony mineral freshness, as a good 
can should. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $15/375 ml 

90 Tessier Winery 2017 Zabala Vineyard Ries-
ling (Arroyo Seco). Aromas of ripe Key lime 

and nectarine meet with edgier elements of pomelo 
pith and tangerine rinds on the nose of this single-
vineyard expression. There’s a clean, stony note to 
the palate, which also offers lime rind and lemon-
cream flavors as well as a tense texture. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

GEWÜRZTRAMINER

95 Dutton-Goldfield 2017 Dutton Ranch Green 
Valley Vineyard Gewürztraminer (Green Val-

ley). For full review see page 3. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Gundlach Bundschu 2017 Estate Vineyard 
Gewürztraminer (Sonoma Coast). Light in 

color, this perennially lovely white is fragrant and 
varietal, lush in white peach, lychee and vanilla. 
Ginger and lemongrass give an intensity on the 
crisp, complex finish. It starts and ends dry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

90 Baldacci 2016 Frederich Dry Gewürztraminer 
(Carneros). Creamy and lush in peach and 

swirls of vanilla, this is a textured and expansive 
example of the variety, floral and indeed dry, made 
in a full-bodied, more explosive style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Mill Creek 2017 Gewürztraminer (Dry Creek 
Valley). Listed by the producer as dry (no 

residual sugar) and from its estate, this white is 
fragrant in jasmine and rose petal, the full-bodied 
style unctuous and ripe. Lemon peel and peach play 
prominent roles. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Seagrape 2017 Los Alamos Vineyard Gewurz-
traminer (Santa Barbara County). Pear 

rinds, sweetgrass, white flowers and tangerine zest 
show on the nose of this bottling. The palate is 

pretty mellow, with hints of orange blossom oil and 
apple flesh leading into a chalky finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $32 

VIOGNIER

91 Dovecote 2017 Quail Valley Vineyard Viognier 
(Los Olivos District). Shaved apple and nec-

tarine aromas meet with a white-flower touch on 
the nose of this bottling, which comes from a back-
yard vineyard in Solvang. There is lots of zip on the 
tightly wound sip, which is laser-focused from the 
front to midpalate but opens a bit toward riper pear 
and apple on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

90 Refugio Ranch 2016 Viognier (Santa Ynez 
Valley). The nose on this bottling walks 

a fine line between ripe peach and more reserved 
elements of lemon and Key lime. There is a strong 
stony and chalky kick to the palate, where tangy 
lemon-rind flavors meet with yellow apples. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

89 Zaca Mesa 2016 Viognier (Santa Ynez Val-
ley). Exotic aromas of yuzu, quince sorbet, 

peach and mandarin orange show on the intriguing 
nose of this bottling from the region’s Rhône pio-
neer. That quince flavors holds strong into the pal-
ate, where it’s cut by lime juice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

88 MCV 2017 Viognier (Paso Robles). Some-
what exotic aromas of wild lime and Anjou 

pear show on the nose of this bottling. Pink Lady 
apple and riper pear flavors show on the palate, 
which shows decent restraint for this grape, espe-
cially in a warmer region. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

88 Zinke 2016 White Hawk Vineyard Viognier 
(Santa Barbara County). There is a great 

deal of restraint leveled across this bottling, start-
ing with the tightly wound nose of apple and pear. 
Similar flavors play into the palate, but the sip is all 
about racy acidity and chalky texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

87 Barton 2017 Broken Road Viognier (Temple-
ton Gap District). Apple skins, dried white 

flowers and Asian pear flesh aromas show on the 
nose of this bottling. The palate offers ripe apples, 
pears and dried orange peels. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

GRENACHE BLANC

91 Dovecote 2017 Thompson Vineyard Grenache 
Blanc (Santa Barbara County). Lime peels, 

rainy cement, flint and cut grass show on the nose 
of this bottling from the new owners of Thompson 
Vineyard, which is still a tad young and inward-
looking, but sure to blossom in the months to come. 

It’s very zesty on the palate, with long-lasting fla-
vors of lime, pear and crushed gravel. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

91 Morgan 2017 Grenache Blanc (Monterey). 
Light aromas of lemon and lime meet with 

green lily, nectarine and slate on the dynamic nose of 
this bottling. The palate is fresh, vibrant and grippy 
in texture, showing lime pith, crushed gravel and a 
slightly more ripe element of Asian pear. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Folktale 2017 Talking Animals Petillant-
Naturel Grenache Blanc (Monterey County). 

Very cloudy in the glass and exuberant with bub-
bles, this fun and whimsically labeled bottling 
from Mission Ranch Vineyard shows crisp apple, 
poached pear and a slight funkiness on the nose. 
Ripping acidity frames the wildly effervescent pal-
ate, where a steely minerality meets with Asian pear 
and grapefruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $36 

ALBARIÑO

95 Eighty Four 2017 Albariño (Carneros). For 
full review see page 4. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

91 Joyce 2017 Cedar Lane Albariño (Arroyo Seco). 
Loads of cut pear, yellow apple rinds, dried 

lime skins and wet cement show on the nose of this 
single-vineyard expression. The palate rides a racy 
line of acidity and chalky texture to deliver flavors 
of red apple and Anjou pear. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

91 Morgan 2017 Albariño (Monterey). There’s 
a very intriguing and inviting Asian pear 

extract element on the nose of this bottling, along 
with wet gravel, yellow melon and a barely ripe kiwi 
aromas. Light and bright flavors pop on the palate, 
from lemon rinds and grapefruit juice to rainy side-
walk, all wrapped in a very grippy texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Brecon Estate 2017 True Acacia Head Albariño 
(Central Coast). Tangy lime-skin aromas 

meet with yellow pear flesh and a touch of honey on 
the nose of this bottling, which gains nuance from 
the acacia wood treatment. There is grippy texture 
on the palate, where citrus acidity cuts through the 
Pink Lady apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

90 Picayune 2017 Rusty Gate Farm Albariño 
(Russian River Valley). The producer’s first 

vintage of this white, this shows medium-bodied 
ripeness and texture, nearly no oak, and strong aro-
mas and flavors of green apple and mango. It’s a fine 
wine for the table, picnic basket or front porch with 
friends. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 



BUYINGGUIDE

74  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  SEPTEMBER 2018

89 Hungry Hawk 2017 Elliot Ranch Albariño 
(San Diego County). Honey, lemon blos-

som and white-peach aromas show on the tightly 
wound nose of this Albariño, which fares well in the 
warmer Southern California climate. Bright acidity 
carries flavors of wet stone, edgy citrus and green 
pear on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Tangent 2016 Stone Egg Paragon Vineyard 
Albariño (Edna Valley). Crushed lime, wild 

lime leaves, lemongrass and jicama also pick up a 
gin-like botanical aroma on the nose of this bot-
tling. Sour lime-skin and green-pear-rind flavors 
show on the tense palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

WHITE BLENDS

95 Massican 2017 Gemina (California). Wow, 
this is a beautiful wine. A blend of 77% 

Pinot Grigio from the Napa Valley’s Chiles Valley 
and 23% Greco from Russian River Valley, wine-
maker Dan Petroski melds them both together into 
a floral and fresh explosion of vivid flavor. Tart apri-
cot and peach meet freshly squeezed lemon as bal-
anced acidity lingers masterfully on the finish. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

94 Idlewild 2017 The Bee Flora and Fauna 
(North Coast). The Bee is made of 50% of 

Muscat Canelli, which is blended with 47% Arneis 
and 3% Cortese. It refreshes and intrigues, offer-
ing pure pleasure and a challenge to the palate in its 
tension of acidity and stony earth. It indeed evokes 
honeycomb and wildflowers, with a salty brininess 
that keeps it in the brain long after it’s gone.    —V.B. 
abv: 11.6% Price: $25 

94 Massican 2017 Annia (Napa Valley). This is a 
refreshingly stunning blend of 55% Ribolla 

Gialla, 39% Tocai Friulano and 6% Chardonnay, 
the latter (from Hyde Vineyard) finding unexpected 
companionship with its Napa-grown Italian coun-
terparts. Waxy and floral, it tastes of green apple 
and white peach with a plush midpalate and lasting 
tension of vibrant acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

92 Levo 2017 E-99 No. 2 (Santa Barbara County). 
Winemaker Bret Urness isn’t afraid to break 

with Old World traditions, and this atypical blend 
of 41% Chardonnay, 41% Roussanne and 18% Gre-
nache Blanc shows why. The complex but seamless 
nose combines aromas of lemon, plum flesh, mango 
and a brush of almond. There is a toasty quality to 
the palate but also crisp lemony acidity, offering full 
flavors yet a tight texture. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $36 

91 Hudson Vineyards 2017 White Study Estate 
Grown (Carneros). This is a blend of 33% 

Ribolla, 27% Arneis, 22% Friulano and 18% 

Albariño, all grown on the producer’s vast Carneros 
ranch. Nutty and floral, it tastes and smells of white 
flowers, peach, melon and apricot, refreshing in its 
delightful lightness and lemony finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $36 

91 Kitá 2017 T’aya Camp 4 Vineyard (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Intriguing aromas of cantaloupe, 

chalk and crushed gravel make for a very compelling 
entry to this blend of 50% Marsanne, 44% Rous-
sanne and 6% Grenache Blanc. The palate is tightly 
wound with grapefruit-pith flavors but also shows 
a touch of ripeness in yellow-melon and Anjou pear 
elements. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $22 

90 Brick & Mortar 2017 White (California). A 
blend of whole cluster-pressed Chenin 

Blanc and Chardonnay sourced from Clarksburg and 
Napa Valley, this can is stainless steel and barrel-
fermented and lovely in crisp, high-toned acidity. 
Apple, melon and citrus combine with aplomb, 
refreshing in focus and light style. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8/375 ml 

90 Zinke 2016 Blanca (Santa Barbara County). 
Clean and crisp on the nose, this blend 

of 42% Viognier, 21% Marsanne, 20% Grenache 
Blanc and 17% Roussanne shows mandarin pith, 
sliced apple and Asian pear on the nose. It’s tightly 
wound on the palate, with fresh citrus, crushed 
granite and Gravenstein apple flavors that ride 
strong acidity into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $21 

89 Graveyard NV Paso Tombstone White (Paso 
Robles). This kitchen-sink white blend 

works quite well, with tightly woven aromas of 
cherimoya and crushed gravel. The palate is zesty 
with lime-rind and pear-skin flavors, proving 
refreshing and flavorful at once. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Refugio Ranch 2016 Ineseño (Santa Ynez 
Valley). This blend of 60% Roussanne and 

40% Viognier starts with an aroma of banana then 
tightens up toward chalk and crisp nectarine flesh. 
It’s tight and zesty on the palate with flavors of lime 
curd, red apple, Bosc pear and a hint of chive. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Hudson Vineyards 2017 Estate Grown Aleatico 
(Carneros). Made from a southern Italian 

grape grown in Carneros, this testifies to a happy 
new home. Vinified as a white wine, this is lightly 
orange in color and hearty in aromas of earth and 
flowers. Lively acidity supports a wealth of white 
peach, grapefruit and hazelnut, lightly ripe and easy 
to sip with abandon. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

92 Zaca Mesa 2014 Estate Vineyard Roussanne 
(Santa Ynez  Valley). For full review see page 

9. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Barton 2017 Tiny Dancer Glenrose Vineyard 
Picpoul (Adelaida District). Very light in the 

glass, this bottling of a white Rhône grape that’s new 
to the region is quite aromatic, offering lemon spray, 
chilled pear and yuzu aromas. There is laser-sharp 
focus and racy acid on the palate, offering flavors 
of cider apple, mandarin zest and crisp Asian pear. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $32 

91 Dutton-Goldfield 2017 Dutton Ranch Shop 
Block Pinot Blanc (Green Valley). Mineral-

driven, earthy and floral, this gorgeous white is 
elusive in fruit, youthfully demure and full of vigor-
ous acidity. Lightly ripe peach and mango come into 
play midpalate, with a squeeze of lemon emphasiz-
ing the wine’s vibrancy on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

91 Kings Carey 2017 Vogelzang Vineyard Sémil-
lon (Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). A 

single-varietal Sémillon bottling is hard to come 
by in California, but this bottling shows that it fits 
somewhere between Chardonnay and white Rhônes. 
Crushed hazelnuts, saffron, preserved lemon and 
canola oil show on the intriguing nose. Bright lem-
ony acidity drives the palate through nutty flavors 
and a grippy texture. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

91 V. Sattui 2017 Carsi Vineyard Semillon (Napa 
Valley). With a copper tinge of color, this is 

both buttery and lush with a backbone of acid that 
keeps it fresh and midweight in the glass. Peach, 
pear and anise characterize the flavor profile, fin-
ishing with a creamy texture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $28 

90 Refugio Ranch 2017 Malvasia Bianca (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Rather than the typical 

orange-blossom aromas, this bottling is more Sau-
vignon Blanc-like, with cut grass, lime peels, rainy 
cement and botanical elements on the nose. The 
palate is very acidic and stony in texture, with can-
died kiwi and passion fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Zinke 2015 Roussanne (Ballard Canyon). 
Almost a mustard yellow in the glass, this 

viscous, age-worthy bottling shows extremely nutty 
aromas of toasted walnut on the nose, along with 
dried lemon peels, beach sand and caramel cream. 
There is richness to the palate but the acidity holds 
it in check, offering flavors of crushed cashew, mac-
adamia nuts and lemon rind. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

89 Zocker 2016 Paragon Vineyard Grüner Velt-
liner (Edna Valley). Broad aromas of Anjou 

pear, wet cement, red apple and scratched guava 
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skin show on the nose of this bottling. Rounded fla-
vors of ripe pear and mandarin orange are framed 
by strong acidity and a chalky texture that goes deep 
into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Barton 2017 Holiday Clairette (Paso Robles 
Willow Creek District). This is a brand new 

variety for the region and it shows promise in this 
early stage as a standalone grape. Aromas of tropical 
mango, papaya and ripe pear are framed by a chalky 
minerality, while the palate lands a bit fat, with fla-
vors of Pink Lady apple, yellow pear and wet gravel. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $32 

87 Whipsmart Wine Company 2016 Sit in the Sun 
Very Old Vines Muscadelle (Sonoma Valley). 

Honeydew melon and lemon candy and chiffon 
define this midweight wine, an unusual variety for 
California. High-toned acidity is offset by a confec-
tionery finish of marshmallow. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

SPARKLING WINE

90 Bonny Doon 2017 La Bulle-Moose de Cig-
are Fizzy Pink of the Earth (Central Coast). 

This bubbly pink blend is one of the better canned 
wines on the market, regardless of style. A blend of 
57% Grenache, 18% Grenache Blanc with bits of 
Mourvèdre, Roussanne, Carignan and Cinsaut, it 
shows rounded watermelon, nectarine and grape-
fruit-rind aromas on the nose. The palate is crisp 
with strawberry, melon, red-apple and tart plum-
skin flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $8/375 ml 

SWEET WINE

90 Bonny Doon 2017 Vin de Glaciere Viognier 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Made by freezing the 

grapes prior to extraction, this dessert wine shows 
candied red apple, dried honeydew and a hint of 
tuberose on the nose. The palate is viscous but bal-
anced by zesty acidity that penetrates deep into the 
finish, offering flavors of lime spritz and apple syrup. 
—M.K. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $20/375 ml 

ROSÉ OF PINOT NOIR

94 Inman Family 2017 Endless Crush OGV 
Estate Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Estate-vineyard designated, pressed like a 
white wine and aged on its lees in stainless steel, 
this wine is pale pink in color and deliciously tex-
tured, with a richly rewarding midpalate and plenty 
of balanced acidity. Fresh raspberry, strawberry and 
watermelon laced in mint all play a memorable role. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $38 

94 Lynmar 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

93 Magna Porcum 2017 Sue Volans Whole Clus-
ter Rosé of Pinot Noir (Green Valley). Dark 

orange in color, this whole-cluster offering is juicy 
and delicious in fresh flavors of strawberry and 
blood orange. Tight, vibrant acidity keeps it exciting 
and focused, while a posh mouthfeel gives it context 
and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

93 Paper Planes 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Made entirely from Pinot 

Noir sourced from throughout the appellation, this 
is an infinitely quaffable, well-made wine, with tons 
of structure and grace. Watermelon, strawberry and 
a kiss of lemon combine effortlessly and with lasting 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

91 Baileyana 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Edna Val-
ley). Freshly snapped bubblegum shows on 

the nose of this bottling, which also offers pillowy 
aromas of strawberry and rose petal. Fresh zippy 
acidity and a taut texture frame the sip, where 
the bubblegum flavors are cut by lemon juice and 
crushed chalk. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

91 Dutton-Goldfield 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). This is a foot-trod, whole-

cluster wine fermented like a white, that is copper 
orange and pink in color. The grapes come from the 
producer’s Fox Den Vineyard and another Dutton 
Ranch site. Earthy cantaloupe, cherry and cranberry 
figure into the mix, as does orange peel and water-
melon, the acidity tight and tautly stretched across 
the vibrant texture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Paper Planes NV Flight School Rosé of Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is an impres-

sive wine, canned and ready to go in 4-packs. The 
producer focuses only on rosé, and it shows, the 
offering effortless in bright flavors of rose petal, red 
cherry and pomegranate, the acidity is up front and 
lasting. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 12% Price: $28/1 L 

91 Tongue Dancer 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Dark in color, this wine 

tastes of strawberry leather with an expansive taste 
of biscuit, lemon zest and Bing cherry. Medium bod-
ied, it remains fresh in acidity, with a bite of body 
that gives it a nice mouthfeel that’s complex but 
never weighty. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2017 Morning Dew 
Ranch Rosato (Anderson Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $39 

90 Gundlach Bundschu 2017 Rhinefarm Rosé 
(Sonoma Coast). Dry and made from older-

vine Pinot Noir grapes, this wine is pinkish orange 
in hue, with crisp, firm flavors of strawberry, rasp-
berry and cotton candy. Moderately structured, it 
has a welcome plushness on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

90 Highway 12 2017 Pinot Noir Rosé (North 
Coast). Nicely tangy and appetizing, this 

medium-bodied, absolutely dry wine smells like 
citrus blossoms and tastes like pink grapefruit. It 
has great balance, zingy acidity and good flavor con-
centration underneath. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Calera 2017 Vin Gris of Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). Soft strawberry, citrus and earth 

flavors show on the nose of this bottling. There is 
strong tightness to the palate, where lemon-led 
acidity cuts through the pink-fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

88 Niner 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). 
Raspberry, poached strawberry and wet 

slate show on the nose of this pink bottling. The 
structure is so tight that it’s almost sticky, grabbing 
the palate with candied-raspberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Castle Rock 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Men-
docino County). A light plummy, herbal 

aroma and a watermelon flavor make this medium-
bodied wine satisfying to sip. The texture is smooth 
and there’s enough fruit concentration for a bit of a 
lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Eden Rift 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Cienega 
Valley). Soft aromas of berry, wet gravel 

and rust show on the nose of this bottling from a 
recently rebranded yet extremely historic property 
in San Benito County. It lands on the palate with 
watery watermelon flavors, proving quite shy in 
both flavor and structure. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

87 Saint Gregory 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Men-
docino County). This medium-bodied barrel-

aged dry wine has plummy aromas and cherry-candy 
flavors accented by a hint of vanilla. Think of it as 
a nice light Pinot Noir, which it is of course. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

ROSÉ OF GRENACHE

92 Babcock 2016 Eye of the Beholder En Tirage 
Rosé of Grenache (San Luis Obispo County). 

This is an inventive and stunning bottling from 
Spanish Springs Vineyard by Bryan Babcock. A 
beautiful shade of hot pink and extremely cloudy 
in the glass, this wine shows lush aromas of straw-
berry cake, vanilla and caramel on the nose. The 
mouthfeel is creamy but the flavors are tangy with 
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kumquat, and that compelling combo holds until 
baked goods arise on the finish. It is a really fasci-
nating wine. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Miro 2017 Chevalier Vineyard Grenache Rosé 
(Mendocino County). This vivid lively wine 

made from a one-acre vineyard is hot pink in color, 
bright and fruity in aroma and saturated with peach 
and grapefruit flavors that light up the taste buds. It 
has great acidity, medium body and a good sense of 
concentration while staying fresh on the palate and 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Kitá 2017 Camp 4 Vineyard Rosé of Grenache 
(Santa Ynez Valley). A vibrant dazzle of pale 

pink in the glass, this bottling shows fresh, focused 
and exuberant aromas of bubblegum, rose petal and 
tangerine rind. Rounded watermelon flavors meet 
with lemon-lime on the palate, which is persistent 
in expression deep into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Seagrape 2017 Buttonwood Farm Vineyard 
Rosé of Grenache (Los Olivos District). Soft 

and very restrained aromas of melon, bubblegum, 
cotton candy and chalk show on this bottling by 
Karen Steinwachs. The rounded and mellow pal-
ate offers watermelon and more bubblegum flavors, 
proving very pleasant and excellent for a hot day. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Byron Blatty 2017 Rosé (Los Angeles County). 
White peach, bubblegum and watermelon 

make for a fruity yet not overripe nose on this 
bottling of Grenache. The palate shows red apple, 
Rainier cherry and wet gravel flavors, making for a 
refreshing, zesty flavor profile. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

87 Calerrain 2017 Rosé of Grenache (Monterey 
County). Slightly vinous on the nose, this 

pink wine shows hints of raspberry and strawberry 
on the nose. The palate offers slightly unusual hints 
of toast and nuts at first, but then settles into a 
familiar background of fresh red fruits and a taut 
texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $24 

ROSÉ OF SYRAH

88 Buttonwood Farm 2017 Rosé of Syrah (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Very showy aromas of water-

melon, red cherry and red plum are cut by lime zest 
on the nose of this fairly ripe yet still fresh and zesty 
rosé by Karen Steinwachs. There is great acid and 
vibrancy on the tip of the sip, and then come thicker 
flavors of strawberry and watermelon juice. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Pech Merle 2017 Ivy Rosé de Syrah (Petaluma 
Gap). A 100% stainless-steel fermented 

quaffer, this is richly meaty and raspberry-filled, 
explosive in lush flavor and gritty texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

86 Consensio 2017 No Strings Rosé of Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). A rusty shade of 

red on the nose, this bottling offers aromas of mara-
schino cherry, red plum and loamy earth. There is 
good zip to the sip, but the flavors are more dried 
than fresh, with plum skin, dried berry and leather 
touches. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $20 

ROSÉ OF SANGIOVESE

90 LangeTwins 2017 Estate Grown Sangiovese 
Rosé (Lodi). For full review see page 16. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $15 

90 Monte Volpe 2017 Rosato of Sangiovese 
(Mendocino County). This light copper-col-

ored wine is crisp, almost steely, light-bodied and 
refreshing. It is bone dry, extremely appetizing, and 
offers lean raspberry flavors backed by good acidity.  
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 V. Sattui 2017 Rosato di Sangiovese (North 
Coast). Bright pink with a touch of orange 

tint, this medium-bodied wine has a candy-like 
nouveau aroma, and fresh, bright cherry and straw-
berry flavors. It’s nothing if not expressive. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $29 

87 Via Romano 2017 Celeste Riserva Rosé 
(Shenandoah Valley). This crisp and tangy 

wine made from Sangiovese grapes has the lightest 
color imaginable, light citrus and herb aromas and 
flavors and light body too. Still it has an appealing 
freshness and thirst-quenching character, aided by 
a touch of sweetness. —J.G. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $29 

OTHER ROSÉS

93 Idlewild 2017 Flora and Fauna Rosé 
 (Mendocino County). Piedmontese-inspired 

owner and winemaker Sam Bilbro, born, raised and 
based in Sonoma County, picks selectively to make 
this light, refreshingly complex wine, cofermenting 
47% Nebbiolo with 28% Barbera and 25% Dol-
cetto. It holds its acidity well, balancing it against a 
backdrop of fruity tangy grapefruit and orange, with 
a mineral stoniness that’s hard to pin down. —V.B. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $25 

93 Paradise Springs 2017 Pink Ash Rosé (Santa 
Barbara County). This is one of the more 

exciting rosés of the year, and not just because actor 
Billy Zane used Thomas Fire ash in his label paint-
ing. Pale pink in color, the wine shows chalk and 
light nectarine on the nose before offering straw-

berry glacé, a hint of bubblegum, kumquat acidity 
and an extremely chalky texture on the palate. Pro-
ceeds go to fire’s victims. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $29 

92 Eric Kent 2017 Rosé (Sonoma Coast). This is 
made from 77% Pinot Noir, 17% Syrah and 

6% Grenache. The trio works well together, com-
bining to offer a distinct minerality of crushed rock 
around complex, curious flavors of cured meat, cit-
rus and strawberry. The wine is dark as Dolcetto in 
color. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

92 Stewart Cellars 2017 Rosé (Sonoma Moun-
tain). Robust with a floral nose, this is juicy 

and generously fleshy, with strong flavors of blood 
orange and strawberry. The acidity is balanced and 
uplifting with just enough heft to pair effortlessly 
with food.  —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Azur 2017 Dry Rosé (California). Acid-driven 
and bone dry, this is a thirst-quenching wine 

with a savory backbone of edgy grapefruit, lemon 
zest and stony minerality. Integrated and brimming 
in complexity, it’s a fine example of how delicious 
this category of wine can be when intent and talent 
meet. —V.B. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $32 

91 Brick & Mortar 2017 Rosé (California). This is 
an impressive can of wine, refreshingly com-

plex and lively in acidity. Bright flavors of pome-
granate and cranberry come from a saignée of West 
Block Syrah in the Petaluma Gap and several Pinot 
Noir sites, stainless-steel fermented and radiant in 
depth and structure. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $8/375 ml 

91 Lumen 2017 Starry Rosé (Santa Barbara 
County). A darker shade of reddish pink, this 

70% Grenache and 30% Pinot Noir rosé is full of 
red-plum and raspberry aromas, with an orange-
rind twist and warm baking-spice notes as well. It’s 
very full yet tense and balanced on the palate, with 
flavors of raspberry gum and citrus peels. —M.K. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $24 

91 Tamber Bey 2017 Fore Family Vineyard Rosé 
(Red Hills Lake County). This is a substantive, 

savory and flavorful rose that has more oomph than 
is typical. Made from Rhône varieties grown at high 
elevation, its meaty, melony flavors, herbal accents, 
full body and relatively rich texture can fill the role 
of a light red wine at mealtime. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

91 Zaca Mesa 2017 Estate Vineyards Z Gris (Santa 
Ynez Valley). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 13.2% Price: $20 

90 Picayune 2017 Hay Penny Rosé (Mendocino 
County). This blend of 45% Syrah, 45% 

Grenache and 10% Barbera is citrus-driven and 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  7 7

textured, winning in its light touch and refreshing 
grasp of acidity. Peach and melon add complexity 
and lasting fruitiness. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

90 Prima Materia 2017 Rosé (Kelsey Bench-
Lake County). Smooth and supple, this 

medium-bodied wine is beautifully polished in tex-
ture and poised in terms of balance. It shows light 
peach and canteloupe flavors, a touch of red-wine 
grip on the palate and good concentration that con-
tributes to a lingering, snappy finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Andis 2017 Estate Rosé (Amador County). 
This is a light and refreshing wine that 

shows a pale pink color, cherry-like aromas and 
zesty light tart-cherry flavors. An appetizing texture 
of acidity and very light tannins give it a palate-
cleansing grip. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

89 Boatique 2017 Rosé of Malbec (Red Hills 
Lake County). A rich pink color, plenty of 

plum and raspberry flavors and a smooth mouthfeel 
make this full-bodied wine satisfying to sip. It is 
very well polished in texture, has good fruit concen-
tration and fine balance. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

89 Pomelo 2017 Rosé (California). For full 
review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Atrea 2017 Skid Rosé of Malbec (Mendocino 
County). Made from Malbec grapes, this 

wine has a light peachy amber color, aromas like 
apricot skin and very dry, bracing and tart flavors. 
It’s quite lean, restrained and tangy and needs an 
audience that values those qualities. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $20 

88 Bonterra 2017 Organic Grapes Rosé (Men-
docino County). Light, lean and charming, 

this delicate wine has an airy aroma that hints at 
cherries, a brisk mouthfeel and very light, nicely 
tangy raspberry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $16 

88 Consensio 2017 All Day Rosé (California). 
This assertive wine made from Grenache 

and Syrah grapes has a rather deep-salmon color, 
vivid pine and herb aromas, grapefruit flavors and 
medium to full body. It is dry, well-balanced and 
refreshing. —J.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $20 

88 Grey Wolf Cellars 2017 Soul Mate Rosé (Paso 
Robles). Steely aromas of strawberry and 

red apple show on the nose of this bottling. It’s very 
tight on the palate, with a grippy, tense structure 
that allows gunmetal and light red-fruit flavors to 
slowly emerge. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $32 

88 Jamie Slone Wines 2017 Rosé (Santa Bar-
bara County). Plush peach aromas are 

hidden behind an impressive wall of wet concrete 
minerality on the nose of this pink wine. The stony 
qualities also show on the sip, where rainy sidewalk 
flavors mix with a touch of watermelon. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

88 MCV 2017 Pink Rosé (Paso Robles). A beau-
tiful shade of rose-petal pink, this bottling 

offers tangy aromas of raspberry, cran-pomegranate 
and a touch of pink lemonade on the nose. That tangy 
pomegranate flavor sails into the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $21 

88 Summer Somewhere 2017 Rosé (Santa Bar-
bara County). A light, yellowish pink in the 

glass, this rosé shows crisp red apple, lemon rind 
and a hint of watermelon on the nose. A slight tang 
of yellow grapefruit gives depth to the light cherry 
and berry flavors of the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

87 De Loach 2017 Heritage Reserve Rosé (Cali-
fornia). A good, traditional salmon color, 

medium body and straightforward winey flavors 
will make this a good meal-time wine with medium-
weight protein dishes. It has plummy and slightly 
earthy flavors, almost like a light red wine. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Refugio Ranch 2017 Rosé (Santa Ynez Valley). 
This Syrah-based rosé is a light yellow pink 

in color, and starts with aromas of sour tangerine 
and tangy lime. The palate is also very tangy, almost 
grassy at times, with flavors of lime peel, green 
apple and a touch of white peach. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Via Romano 2017 Lileana Rosé (Shenandoah 
Valley). A light salmon color and peach and 

citrus aromas give way to light flavors of raspberry, 
white cherry and baking spices in this medium-
bodied lean-textured wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $28 

87 Zinke 2017 Rosé (Santa Barbara County). 
Very light aromas of raspberry, strawberry 

and wet gravel show on the nose of this bottling 
from Alta Mesa Vineyard in the Cuyama Valley. The 
flavors are light, simple and pleasant, with red-fruit 
and tangy mandarin-orange-rind touches. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $18 

86 Lorenzi Estate 2017 M Rosé (Temecula Val-
ley). A darker shade of reddish pink and 

sold in a high-shouldered bottling, this rosé offers 
aromas of cherry juice, earth, rust and gravel. Dried 
red-plum flavors show on the palate, which is lack-
ing the higher acid found across the category. —M.K. 
abv: 13.71% Price: $35 

86 SAVED 2017 Magic Maker Rosé (California). 
An extremely pale-salmon color leads to 

aromas like canteloupe and thin watermelon fla-

vors in this light-bodied wine. It has good acidity 
for a refreshing quality but not much concentration. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Smoke Tree 2017 Rosé (California). Light 
in body, light in flavor, this pale-pink wine 

tastes refreshing and straightforward, lean in terms 
of fruit flavor but showing an attractive herbaceous 
aroma. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

85 Campos Family Vineyards 2017 Estate Lilly 
Rosé of Mourvèdre (Contra Costa County). 

One of the deeper-colored and more full-flavored 
styles, this wine is medium in body, has meaty, 
plummy flavors and a smooth texture. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $30 

84 Cline 2017 Cashmere Rosé (California). This 
rather full-bodied wine has a vivid orange-

pink color, strong savory meaty aromas and some-
what sweet flavors that make it feel soft. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

82 Langman Estate 2017 Lovie’s Rosé (Sierra 
Foothills). This medium-bodied wine has an 

unusual reduced aroma that makes it smell swampy 
at first before turning meaty and herbal on the 
 palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $24 

PINOT NOIR

99 Wayfarer 2015 Wayfarer Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). For 

full review see page 3. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

96 Wayfarer 2015 The Traveler Pinot Noir (Fort 
Ross-Seaview). From an estate-grown plot 

that has produced consistently spectacular wines, 
this vintage is no exception, the wine densely packed 
in blackberry and black cherry. Concentrated in big 
flavors, it has a touch of rose petal and orange peel 
that gives it freshness and underlying complexity in 
its youth. Over time it should only be more beauti-
ful. Enjoy 2025–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $115 

95 Rusack 2015 Mt. Carmel Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Extremely light yet lovely 

aromas of hibiscus, pomegranate, strawberry, wet 
slate and sagebrush show on the nose of this bot-
tling from an iconic vineyard atop the appellation. 
The palate balances tannic weight with acidic 
energy, carrying flavors of white pepper, fresh 
thyme and fresh pomegranate and hibiscus, going 
down easy but with circumstance. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

95 Rusack 2014 Solomon Hills Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). This excellent 

bottling blends power with finesse, showing fresh 
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red and black cherries, a smoky earthiness and 
pretty hints of red rose petals and hibiscus on the 
nose. The flavors are very cohesive and expertly 
woven on the palate, where bright red fruit is lifted 
by star anise spice and framed by a taut texture and 
uplifting acid. Stunning depth. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

95 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 4. Editors’ 

Choice.
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

94 Anaba 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For 
full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2015 Redwood Ridge Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

94 Hahn 2015 SLH Orchestral Estate Grown 
Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). For full 

review see page 5. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

94 Rusack 2015 Santa Catalina Island Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (California). The Rusack family’s 

quest to grow grapes on Catalina Island continues 
with great success in this bottling, which is light in 
the glass and shows loads of sagebrush, forest spice, 
red cherry and grenadine on the inviting nose. The 
palate is exuberant with energy and deeply layered 
with flavors of juniper, rosewater, hibiscus and 
strawberry. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $72 

94 The Withers Winery 2016 Peters Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Earthy mint, 

sage and lavender make for a heady, aromatic intro-
duction to this wine, which continues to impress on 
the palate in its delicate layering of strawberry and 
fresh focused acidity. Balanced and light in style, it 
shows the nuanced greatness of the vintage as well. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $46 

94 Williams Selyem 2016 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $78 

94 Williams Selyem 2016 Westside Road Neigh-
bors Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For 

full review see page 6. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $72 

93 Beauregard 2014 Beauregard Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Ben Lomond Mountain). Quite light in 

the glass, this bottling by Ryan Beauregard shows 
loads of cinnamon, forest floor, candied pomegran-
ate, thyme and sage on the nose. There is bountiful 
energy on the palate, which carries flavors of bay 

leaf, juniper and candied raspberry, framed by tense 
tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $60 

93 Croix 2015 Thomas Road Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Seductively per-

fumed, this is a thick, velvety wine with a grip of 
earthiness that never lets go. Cola, black cherry and 
a bolt of clove keep it inviting and complicated in 
the glass, yet ultimately pleasurable, soft and silky 
with a length of toasted oak on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

93 Fallon Place 2016 Herbitage Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Los Carneros). Earth, mushroom and a 

touch of reduction are savory complements to mod-
erate structure and balanced ripeness in this pretty, 
expressive wine. Succulent cherry and strawberry 
dominate and provide welcome contrast. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

93 Paradise Springs 2015 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). This blend of the John Sebastiano, 

Hilliard Bruce and Sanford & Benedict vineyards 
excels in fruit and earth, showing black cherry, 
muddy loam and fennel on the nose. Forest floor and 
moss are front-loaded on the palate, which gains 
mushroom, juniper and tangy plum skin toward the 
complex finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $45 

93 Stewart 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Plummy strawberry, blueberry and a volup-

tuous undertaking of baking spice combine effort-
lessly and with a great depth of flavor in this juicy, 
lengthy wine, full-bodied but retentive of enough 
acidity to complement the robust fruit and body. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Williams Selyem 2016 Terra De Promissio 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full 

review see page 7. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $58 

92 Beauregard 2015 Beauregard Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Ben Lomond Mountain). This bottling 

is quite dense on the nose with aromas of forest 
pine, juniper, bay leaf, rusty earth and dried cherry. 
There is richness to the palate, where a shiitake 
mushroom and boysenberry meet with similar for-
est and juniper notes. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $60 

92 Beauregard 2015 Coast Grade Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ben Lomond Mountain). There’s an 

intriguing and somewhat thick forest-spice element 
throughout this bottling, with juniper, pine and 
menthol aromas decorating the cooked red-cherry 
nose. The palate is also rich with herbaceous ele-
ments, offering bay leaf, black pepper and Indian 
spices against rhubarb, beet and stewed plum fla-
vors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $60 

92 Beauregard 2014 Coast Grade Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ben Lomond Mountain). Rust and red 

cherry meet with rhubarb and sage oil on the nose 
of this bottling from an extremely coastal site north 
of Santa Cruz. Bountiful acidity cuts through the 
rhubarb, pomegranate and fig balsamic notes of the 
vibrant palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $60 

92 Croix 2015 Narrow Gauge Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Thick, smoky and lightly 

spiced, this appellation wine shows moderate acid-
ity and full-bodied concentration. Black tea, car-
damom and baking spice give complexity to the 
upfront baked cherry and raspberry flavor, finishing 
in oaky texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

92 De Loach 2015 La Bienvenue Estate Grown 
 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Juicy, thick 

and structured, this tiny production is pretty with 
a touch of earth and Asian spice. Supple in texture 
and tannin, it offers a wealth of ripe cherry and 
raspberry that explodes on the midpalate before 
finishing in a breadth of toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

92 Dutton-Goldfield 2015 Deviate Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Deviating from its usual 

path of single-vineyard designates, this wine blends 
grapes from the Jentoft Vineyard in Green Valley 
with the coastal Putnam Vineyard near Annapolis. 
Relatively thick, oaky and tannic at first, it offers 
robust black fruit and complex texture, followed by 
handfuls of baking spice and supple intensity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

92 Effort 2016 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). For full 
review see page 8. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

92 Hestan 2015 Vincent Christopher Walala 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Turned 

earth and forest floor provide a savory context for 
this boldly ripe, rich red. Dark cherry and raspberry 
flavors are hearty and complex, complemented by 
an array of gritty mineral and layered texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Kokomo 2016 Gopher Hill Block Peters Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Light, floral 

and fragrant, this is a delicately layered wine that 
concurrently offers plenty of power and underlying 
richness of flavor. Strawberry and raspberry pres-
ent with ease around a core of lovely earth and lin-
gering Asian spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $44 

92 Sante Arcangeli 2016 Lester Family Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Red 

plums, rust, turned earth, charred wood and oak-
smoked meat aromas show on the nose of this bot-
tling. There is a great bounce of acidity on the sip, 
where cranberry compote, sumac, orange rind and 
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mulling-spice flavors take hold, finishing on a vanilla 
kick. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

92 Sante Arcangeli 2016 McConnell Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). From a 

vineyard that’s 1,100 feet above Woodside, this bot-
tling offers rounded red cherry, grenadine, densely 
packed rose petals and potpourri on the nose. The 
palate is zesty with red flowers and fruit-punch fla-
vors, floating across the tongue with vibrant acidity 
and a lighter mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Tessier Winery 2016 Saveria Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Tightly wound 

aromas of red currant, rose petals and carnations 
show on the nose of this single-vineyard expression. 
The palate is full of hibiscus and other red-flower 
flavors, with a touch of cinnamon spice and cedar, 
all wrapped in a soft mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $50 

92 Venge 2016 Bacigalupi Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine is invit-

ingly fresh in floral rose and lavender, offering a 
broad depth of flavor around moderate acidity and 
plenty of enticing flesh and plush tannin. The lay-
ered fruit dips into strawberry, dark cherry and 
blackberry territory, mouthfilling and pleasurable 
on the lengthy, Asian-spiced finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

92 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

92 Williams Selyem 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

91 Baldacci 2014 Elizabeth Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
Bright and richly expansive, this wine is flo-

ral and gritty, a beautiful exploration of rose petal, 
forest floor and strawberry-rhubarb. Lightly spiced, 
it has a full-bodied figure of ripeness within pol-
ished tannin and structured acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Brick & Mortar 2015 Sweetwater Springs 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

High-toned and brimming in acidity, this is a fresh 
tart expression of raspberry and vanilla, fleshy and 
expansive on the palate in texture and mineral 
undertones of rock and stone. It is made in tiny 
quantities and well worth seeking out. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

91 Chalone 2015 Reserve Pinot Noir (Chalone). 
Joyous aromas of red and black cherry and 

sugar plums meet with ginger snaps and vanilla 
dust on the nose of this bottling. Dried strawberry 
and rhubarb pie are cut by orange peel and a hint of 
mint on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 De Loach 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

91 Heath Vineyards 2014 Pinot Noir (Paso Robles 
Willow Creek District). Salt and pepper spice 

show on the nose of this bottling by a Texas-based 
winery, leading into aromas of mulberry, black plum 
and star anise. Darker black-plum flavors meet with 
pepper and allspice on the palate, which is rich in 
style. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Paradise Springs 2015 Sanford & Benedict 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Boysen-

berry, black-plum skin and wet soil aromas show on 
this bottling from the region’s pioneering vineyard. 
Acid powers the palate, where tangy boysenberry, 
taut red plum and earthy spices intermingle. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

91 Rusack 2015 Reserve Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Sage and thyme lend herbal intrigue 

to this bottling, which also shows tangy aromas of 
red cherry compote. There’s more herbal touches to 
the palate as well, with dried oregano and thyme set 
against a fresh pomegranate background. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Rusack 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 
 County). Roasted red-cherry, coffee and star 

anise aromas converge for a very exuberant nose on 
this countywide blend by Steve Gerbac. The palate 
is fresh and vibrant with red-cherry and raspberry 
flavors and strong acidity that carries the relatively 
lightweight wine across the tongue with ease. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $30 

91 Sante Arcangeli 2016 Saveria Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). This single-

vineyard bottling is very full on the nose with tangy 
red-cherry, fruit-punch, marjoram and sumac aro-
mas. Lively and tart red fruits show on the sip, 
which also offers carnation and rosewater flavors 
that lead into a squeaky finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

91 The Withers Winery 2016 English Hill Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Crushed rose petal and 

lavender open the aromatic nose of this lovely wine, 
which is light bodied and delicately crafted. The 
midpalate evolves quietly to reveal earthy forest, 
cardamom and a tang of blood orange. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

91 Wine Dark Sea 2016 Putnam Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Winemaker James 

MacPhail sources from a site he knows well in 
this project, a partnership with GrapeSeed Wine, 
a winemaker’s collective based in Sonoma County. 
Thick, burly coastal density is delivered with aban-
don, a strong full-bodied concentration of wild 
strawberry and boysenberry at its heart. Earth and 
spice follow. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Mahoney 2015 Estate Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
Spicy, light and ethereal in texture, this 

lengthy, brightly bodied wine offers delicate entry 
points of cranberry, rhubarb and strawberry that 
work well at the table or as an apéritif. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

90 Murphy-Goode 2016 Pinot Noir (California). 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Niner 2016 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). For full 
review see page 13. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 Sante Arcangeli 2016 Antle Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chalone). Young wines from the rug-

ged Chalone appellation tend to be a bit closed in 
the early stages of life, and this is no exception. 
Black plum, wet slate, light vanilla and black pep-
percorn show on the nose, while the palate proves 
more shy, with plummy fruit and dark spice. Expect 
more cohesive flavors with time. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

90 Scheid 2015 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 14. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Silver 2013 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 
 County). Dried cherry, fig and intriguing 

star anise spice show on the nose of this wine, which 
is starting to show its age a bit via complex second-
ary elements. Dried mulberry, crushed peppercorn 
and balsamic fig flavors show on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 The Winery SF 2014 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Winemaker Bryan Kane of Vie and 

Sol Rouge is behind this wine, which succeeds in 
offering fleshy, savory cranberry and Asian spice 
around a light delicate core that’s balanced in acid-
ity and style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

89 Baldassari Family Wines 2015 Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Strawberry-cream 

flavors give this wine a lush broadness on the pal-
ate, with a grippy backbone of tannin and freshness 
of acidity. It’s youthful and shows plenty of promise 
to unwind further and impart additional structure. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

89 Brutocao 2014 Estate Bottled Slow Lope’n 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). This 

light- to medium-bodied wine has fresh, vivid 
cherry and raspberry flavors and a firm structure to 
support them. It feels tangy and slightly tannic on 
the palate and the fruit flavors continue to echo on 
the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 
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89 Lumen 2016 Garey Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Maria Valley). Bright aromas of candied 

pomegranate meet with rust and river stones on the 
nose of this single-vineyard bottling. The palate is 
full of dried cranberry, rose petals and more rust, 
proving rather light but refreshing. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

89 Morgan 2016 Twelve Clones Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). A bit light on the 

nose, this bottling from 12 clones of Pinot Noir 
shows aromas of light-red fruit juice and turned 
earth. The palate shows lots of floral elegance, with 
rose petals and purple flowers lifting up the core of 
boysenberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

89 Wine Spots 2016 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Dense, rich and smoky in cherry, bark and 

clove, this wine is full bodied and inviting, with a 
big streak of forest floor that’s unrelentingly earthy. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Bliss 2016 Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Men-
docino). This is a ripe and relaxed wine that 

smells and tastes like red cherries and stewed cher-
ries, has a broad mouthfilling texture and light tan-
nins for a bit of grip. It’s easy to drink and should be 
a crowd-pleaser. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Buena Vista 2015 Otelia’s Selection Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Mountain). Reduced on the 

nose, this offers a nutty, earthy introduction into 
big oak and tangy tannin. Relatively light in style 
in terms of fruit, there’s a hint of huckleberry that’s 
juicy on the palate, followed by vanilla and nutmeg 
spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 De Loach 2016 Heritage Reserve Pinot Noir 
(California). Pure fresh fruit flavors shine 

through this uncomplicated, affordable and very 
enjoyable wine from a Pinot Noir specialist. It is 
medium bodied, not perceptibly oak, and has good 
fruit acidity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Eighteen Miles 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Winemaker Jessica Boone of 

Passalacqua veers into Pinot land with this partner-
ship project with GrapeSeed Wines. Soft and floral, 
it offers rose petals on the nose around a dense, 
concentrated midpalate of exuberant cranberry and 
rhubarb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 

88 Fossil Point 2016 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). 
This extremely fairly priced bottling starts 

with a pleasant if somewhat single-focused nose of 
sweeter red-cherry aromas. The palate offers more 
depth and staying power, with zippy acidity fram-

ing concentrated pomegranate and spicy marjoram 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

88 Frostwatch 2014 Pinot Noir (Bennett Valley). 
This is a thick, rich and hearty version of 

the variety, powerful in baked notions of strawberry 
pie. An earthy, herbal component gives it life and 
complexity with lasting structure and sprinklings of 
cardamom spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

88 Heath Vineyards 2015 Pinot Noir (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). Roasted black 

 cherries, kirsch and vanilla show on the nose of 
this rather extracted take on the grape. Rich loamy 
flavors of cooked berries, vanilla and prominent 
oak appear on the sip, which has a decent tannic 
 structure. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

88 Mahoney 2014 Mahoney Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Smoky oak dominates on the 

nose of this tart, tannic wine, made in a big style 
embraced by ripeness. Baked strawberry and rhu-
barb find companionship in mint and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

88 Rock Wall 2016 Estate Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Earthy mint and dried herb 

compete against a backbone of rose petal and gera-
nium in this savory wine. Plush, silky texture belies 
a simple midpalate of smooth, rounded edges and 
light spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

88 Writer’s Block 2016 Pinot Noir (Lake County). 
Light bodied and charming, this fragrant 

and cherry-flavored wine shows the delicate side 
of the varietal. Medium-ripe plum and red-cherry 
notes come with good fruit acidity and a very 
smooth non-tannic texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

87 Castoro Cellars 2016 Whale Rock Vineyard 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Paso Robles). Light and 

subtle aromas of red cherry and mulberry lead the 
clean if shy nose of this bottling. The flavors are also 
straight-ahead and familiar, with cherry and vanilla 
framed by decent tannins and a late-rising acidity. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

87 Chalone 2015 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Chal-
one). This dry, low-yielding year impacted 

the fruit in this bottling considerably, as it shows 
loads of dried-out black cherry and raisin-like fruit 
as well as cola spice. A flash of acid starts the sip 
but then it also dries out toward prune and black-
berry-paste flavors. The appellation’s reliable struc-
ture keeps the tannic tension, however. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

87 Josh Cellars 2016 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). 
Wild sage, dark red cherry and turned earth 

show on the familiar nose of this bottling. The pal-
ate is even-handed with red fruit and dried chaparral 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Kirkland Signature 2016 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 15. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $13 

87 Martin Ranch 2016 J.D. Hurley R.E.D. Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Central Coast). Strong aromas 

of sandalwood, myrrh, pine cones and rose-petal 
potpourri show on the woody nose of this single-
vineyard expression. The palate is also loaded with 
cigar box and charred pine flavors, with a hint of 
cranberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

87 Rodney Strong 2015 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Baked, smoky strawberry, plum and 

juiced-up tannins wrap round each other in this 
full-bodied, robustly rich and thick red, with a last-
ing earthiness and toasted hints of oak and vanilla. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Talisman 2014 Adastra Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Los Carneros). Intensely full-bodied and 

ripe, this tastes of baked strawberry puree and 
cinnamon, with a considerable supporting cast of 
toasted oak and firm tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $56 

86 Austerity 2016 Pinot Noir (Monterey). 
Roasted cherry and rusty earth aromas show 

on the simple nose of this bottling. The palate shows 
similar elements, with dried cherry, turned earth and 
a hint of thyme, bolstered by decent acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

86 Bennett Valley Cellars 2016 Bin 6410 Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma County). Compressed in sim-

ple layers of dark cherry, leather and cola, this is a 
thickly concentrated wine that mellows in the glass 
to show varietal character and supple texture, fin-
ishing light and bright. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

86 Castle Rock 2016 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). 
Red cherry, allspice, cinnamon and a touch 

of oak show on the nose of this likable and quite 
affordable bottling. The red fruit on the palate is a 
bit dried and slightly sour, lifted by peppery spices, 
smoky oak and filmy tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Castle Rock 2016 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). Turned earth, rust, dark cranberry 

and smoked meats show on the nose of this bottling. 
The palate is full bodied with more smoke, dried red 
fruit and a seasoning of dried herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 
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86 Folie à Deux 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Eucalyptus and mint show on the 

nose of this full-bodied wine, grainy and somewhat 
hot on the palate in robust ripeness. Baked rhubarb 
and cranberry define the midpalate fruitiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

86 Terra Valentine 2014 Foretell Pinot Noir 
(Fort Ross-Seaview). This broad-shoul-

dered, full-bodied wine is hearty on the nose in 
fruity cola and baked cherry, with persistent tan-
nins and a healthy cradling of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

86 V. Sattui 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir (Los Carne-
ros). Tannic and herbal, this wine is velvety 

but thick, with non-varietal aspects that make it 
jammier and more robust than expected. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $58 

85 Magnolia Court Dorrian 2016 Pinot Noir 
(Central Coast). Rather light on the nose, 

this bottling shows dried red-fruit aromas. There 
is decent acidity to the sip, and then it fades into 
generic red fruit and a hint of fennel. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Septentrio 2015 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). 
Tannic and compressed in texture, this wine 

offers dark fruit and dried herb around elbows of 
sizzling acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

85 Sola 2016 Pinot Noir (California). Heavy oak 
aromas and flavors get in the way of the 

fruit character of this medium-bodied wine. It has 
plenty of cedar, vanilla and cinnamon notes along 
with the sweet sensation that comes from oak bar-
rels or add-ins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

85 Swank n Smith 2015 Peacock Pinot Noir 
(Paso Robles). Almost liqueur-like on the 

nose, this bottling shows kirsch and licorice on the 
overripe nose. Roasted plum and more licorice are 
evident on the palate, which is not all that reminis-
cent of Pinot Noir. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $38 

83 Carneros Ranch 2014 Pinot Noir (Carneros). 
This wine is straightforward in its appeal 

of simple red fruit tones. This lacks complexity and 
depth but is easy going down. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

98 Venge 2012 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). For full review see page 3. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $475 

96 David Arthur 2014 Elevation 1147 Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Named 

for the producer’s high-elevation on Pritchard Hill, 
this is 100% varietal from one clone, aged in a 
wealth of French oak. Juicy, extracted berry flavor 
(both red and black) make it expansive on the pal-
ate, with elements of cocoa powder, sage, crushed 
rock and gravel adding intrigue and invitation. The 
tannins are sweet and polished. Age a bit and enjoy 
2024–2034. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $250 

96 Heitz 2013 Martha’s Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Oakville). From Tom and Martha 

May’s famous, organically farmed site in the heart 
of the appellation, this is a blockbuster vintage of 
the 100% varietal wine, immaculately structured 
and full of fresh acidity. The menthol is there, sub-
tle, heightened by delicate, silky layerings of orange 
peel, red currant and cinnamon. Drink 2023–2033. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

96 Plumpjack 2015 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). This is a complex, concentrated 

and crowd-pleasing wine, blended with 7% Petit 
Verdot and 5% Malbec. Pencil shavings, crayon wax 
and a juicy core of blackberry pie give it a savory 
richness, succulence and length, with enough 
underlying acidity to keep it fresh and behaved 
despite its density and structure. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $120 

96 Venge 2015 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). For full review see page 3. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $475 

95 Black Stallion 2014 Transcendent Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $150 

95 Odette 2015 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stags Leap District). From the producer’s 

45-acre estate vineyard in the heart of the appella-
tion, this contains 16% Merlot and small handfuls 
of the other Bordeaux red varieties. Together, they 
offer a harmoniously racy, rich and round experi-
ence and soft silky tannin. Juicy up-front black and 
red raspberries linger into lilting spice components, 
sage and violet. This will age well. Enjoy 2025–
2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $120 

95 Trefethen 2015 Family Owned Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oak Knoll District). For 

full review see page 4. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

95 Venge 2015 Bone Ash Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Calistoga). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $105 

95 Venge 2014 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). For full review see page 4. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $475 

95 Venge 2013 DLCV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $475 

94 Beaulieu Vineyard 2014 Georges De Latour 
Private Reserve Estate Selection Cabernet 

Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 5. 
Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $145 

94 Cade 2015 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Howell Mountain). This is a deliciously 

elegant wine with robust Napa Valley fruit. Reduced 
on the nose, and showing a depth of oak, it offers 
sage, blueberry and black-currant flavors wrapped 
in chocolate-covered espresso beans. Tightly con-
centrated it has tremendous structure and a hint of 
dust on the finish. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $110 

94 David Arthur 2014 Three Acre Estate Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). From the 

Pritchard Hill producer’s estate within an estate, this 
is dusty in currant and sinewy leather, with a linger-
ing note of resin, violet and graphite. Full bodied and 
concentrated in black cherry and currant, it shows 
a density that’s complex yet beautifully balanced. 
 Enjoy 2024–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $150 

94 Grassini 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara). Full and soft on 

the nose, this lush bottling from one of the pre-
miere estates in the region offers aromas of black 
cherry, caramelized blackberry and spice cake. Pol-
ished tannins and a vibrant acidity frame the pal-
ate, where lively red-fruit flavors are lifted by pep-
pery spices. Though delicious now, this will last for 
years. Drink 2019–2029. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $65 

94 Groth 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $140 

94 Heitz 2012 Trailside Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). From a certified-

organic vineyard in Rutherford, this is a 100% 
varietal wine that impresses from start to finish, 
allowing room for a slight whiff of reduction and 
tar on the nose. Dark notions of coffee are interwo-
ven between bright layers of cassis and red cherry 
around structured acidity and oak. Enjoy 2020–
2028. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

94 Janzen 2015 Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). The famous 

site delivers its classic grace and power, this pro-
ducer’s rendering an exploration of sanguine black 
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olive and pungent, floral violet. With toffee, coffee 
and chocolate components on the midpalate, make 
no mistake this is a rich, concentrated wine, plush 
in tannin weight and texture. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $175 

94 Ladera 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Howell Mountain). For full review see page 

5. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $100 

94 Stags’ Leap Winery 2014 The Leap Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap Dis-

trict). For full review see page 6. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $100 

94 Venge 2015 Family Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Oakville). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $155 

94 Volker Eisele Family Estate 2014 Sievers 
 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Chiles Val-

ley). From organically grown estate fruit, 100% 
varietal, this is a lovely wine, high-toned in acid-
ity and impressively balanced all around. Elegant, 
polished tannins support dark brooding blackberry, 
black currant and coffee with a complex lingering 
note of black pepper and bittersweet chocolate on 
the fi nish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Chappellet 2015 Signature Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This is blended with a 

hearty 14% Petit Verdot and smaller additions of 
Merlot and Malbec. Together, they form a harmoni-
ous whole of soft, supple and densely packed flavor, 
characterized by red currant, earthy dried herb, 
plum and crayon that finishes in bold tannin and 
dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 David Arthur 2014 Old Vine Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Blended with 12% 

Petit Verdot, this comes from spot picking the estate 
site for older estate vines atop Pritchard Hill. Floral 
in violet, it’s smoothly textured and lightly spiced, 
with a delightful brambly note of black raspberry. 
The tannins are expansive and slightly sweet in 
mint chocolate, complementing the peppery, spicy 
elements well. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $235 

93 Davies 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
 Valley). This is a remarkable deal for the 

quality and the appellation—a winning study in 
dusty sage, pencil shavings and lean, well-inte-
grated fruit. A small percentage of Malbec is added, 
the whole Old World in style and nature, with sup-
ple texture and lasting earth and cola spice. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $60 

93 Hertelendy 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This is a big and billowy red, offer-

ing plenty of concentration. But its soul deliv-

ers underlying elegance, the tannins polished and 
lengthy, complementing the dark brooding plum, 
cocoa powder, marshmallow and coconut that meld 
together seamlessly. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $135 

93 Howell Mountain Vineyards 2014 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Howell Mountain). Bright red 

fruit and acidity complement this wine’s overall 
power and concentration, buoyed by supple tannin 
and quiet oak. Violet aromas give it additional com-
plexity and elegance, a nice contrast to the black 
cherry and cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Janzen 2015 Beckstoffer Missouri Hopper 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 

Made entirely from Cabernet Sauvignon grown in 
this Yountville-area site, this is red-fruit forward, 
full bodied and expansive in waves of flavor and 
complexity. Compressed tannins round out the 
structure and powerful grip. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $125 

93 Krupp Brothers 2014 Veraison Stagecoach 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). 

With 6% Malbec, this mighty, majestic wine offers 
crushed rock, graphite and sage on the nose, paint-
ing an inviting portrait of its mountain provenance. 
Richly structured and powerfully built, it exudes 
freshly picked black cherry and blueberry, finishing 
in a touch of black and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $100 

93 Michael David 2015 Rapture Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Lodi). For full review see page 6. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $59 

93 Newton 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount 
Veeder). Dusty leather and an Old World 

savory and feral nose, are accented by dried herb 
and pyrazine in this sinewy red. Pencil shavings, 
cedar and black olive stay on the classic theme, 
with plush, expansive tannins gripping the palate 
with finesse. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $190 

93 Risk 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). This memorable wine opens 

with a touch of noble reduction and diesel, show-
ing complexity before opening in the glass. Dusty tar 
and chalky, polished tannin follow alongside dense, 
concentrated layers of black fruit, coffee and dried 
herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Robert John 2013 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Coombsville). Not many of these mag-

nums were made, the wine within 100% varietal and 
aged for 44 months in new French oak. Fruity with a 
floral nose, it’s layered and tart in pomegranate, red 
currant and dried herb, showing big tannin weight 
and a hearty complexity. It has ages to go in the big 

bottle, too. Enjoy 2020–2030. Cellar Selection. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $300/1.5 L 

93 Shadybrook 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Coombsville). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 15.3% Price: $125 

93 Stags’ Leap Winery 2014 Audentia Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Stags Leap 

 District). For full review see page 7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $200 

93 Starmont 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 7. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

92 Adaptation 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 7. Editors’ 

Choice.  
abv: 14.6% Price: $56 

92 Christophe 2014 Explorer’s Series Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). Extracted black 

and red berries provides this wine with a succulent 
midpalate of full-bodied fleshy flavor. The clove and 
dried herb that ride along the lengthy finish com-
plement and add complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Daou 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 7. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

92 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2014 Clone 337 Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). Mild 

spices and rich fruit flavors meld nicely in this full-
bodied, plush-textured wine that is just as good as 
the stellar 2012. Attractive baking spice and cedar 
aromas precede ripe black cherry and cooked plum 
flavors. Moderate tannins add some extra structure. 
It is well-balanced and quite appetizing. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

92 Davies 2015 JD Estate Grown Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Diamond Mountain District). A 

substantial 16% Malbec are 8% Petit Verdot are 
blended into this tribute to the late Jamie Davies, 
doyenne and cofounder of the estate. Perfumed, 
thick in pillowy tannin and bright in acidity, it 
offers a supple texture extended in mocha, black 
pepper and clove, with strong, lasting flavors of 
chocolate-covered cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

92 En Garde 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon ( Howell 
Mountain). Tart tangy red fruit tastes 

slightly dried and fig-like in this lush plush red 
that’s full bodied and ripe. The volcanic soils of the 
appellation accent mineral-laden teases of crushed 
rock and stone. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $100 
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92 Hanna 2013 Bismark Mountain Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Moon Mountain District 

Sonoma County). With the richness of blackberry 
cobbler, this wine dually offers complex structure 
and layers of earth and spice, from clove and black 
pepper to dried herb. It has substantial power and 
length on the midpalate and through the finish, 
ending in a linger of gunpowder and sage. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $65 

92 Howell Mountain Vineyards 2014 Beatty 
Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon (Howell Moun-

tain). Earthy notes of turned earth lead the way to 
cassis and cherry coulis amid a background of dusty 
crushed rock and mineral in this impressive, ranch-
specific wine. Bright streaks of acidity lift the grippy 
tannin. This is built to age, so enjoy 2024-2029. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

92 Newton 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Spring 
Mountain District). Freshly turned earth 

underlies burly grippy tannin and integrated oak 
in this complex and concentrated appellation wine. 
Cedar, graphite and currant provide nuance along a 
tension of acidity and moderate ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $190 

92 Oakstone 2015 Reserve Estate de Cascabel 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Fair Play). 

This wine from the Sierra Foothills is a minor clas-
sic, showing the textbook black-cherry and black-
currant flavors, accented by hints of mint and 
cocoa, wrapped in a very firm but velvety texture 
of fine-grained tannins. Owner Steve Ryan made 
it from dry-farmed vines and aged it in French oak 
barrels for 22 months. Best now–2022. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

92 Ruby Hill Winery 2014 Jewel Collection Series 
Estate Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Liver-

more Valley). This is a big, bold, oaky and delicious 
wine from the first whiff of cedar and mint to the 
lingering, meaty, spicy finish. In between are layers 
of black cherry, blackberry and dark chocolate that 
coat the palate and a mouthfilling body braced by 
firm tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $55 

91 Beauregard 2014 Beauregard Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Ben Lomond Mountain). Viva-

cious aromas of underripe blackberry, green pep-
percorn, cigar box and green olive show on the nose 
of this bottling from a coastal vineyard that sits 
1,700 feet above the ocean. The softly tannic palate 
is tart with red fruit and loaded with forest spices, 
showing anise, fennel, green sage, more green olive 
and chaparral scrub. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $100 

91 Black Stallion 2014 Barrel Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 9. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $98 

91 En Garde 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount 
Veeder). Brightly perfumed and inviting in 

dark, brooding cherry and blackberry, this moun-
tain wine is moderate in structure and powerfully 
ripe, with forceful, persistent tannins and plenty of 
complementary oak. It finishes in sage, dried herb 
de Provence and black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $100 

91 Entropy Cellars 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Livermore Valley). This big and beautiful 

wine has a dense dark color, classically minty black 
currant aromas, a dry, appropriately tannic texture 
and good sense of concentration. It is medium to 
full bodied, ripe but not overripe, and deserves a 
place at the table with a lamb or veal chop. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

91 Falcone 2014 Mia’s Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). Black cherry, cedar oil, 

forest spice, savory meats and a hint of vanilla show 
on the nose of this bottling by John and Helen Fal-
cone. The palate offers lots of roasted black plum, 
lively thyme and more of that cedar-like forest 
spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

91 Groth 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
For full review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Heitz 2013 Linda Falls Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Howell Mountain). This is the first 

vintage to be released from this vineyard-designate. 
It originates from Linda Falls Vineyard atop Howell 
Mountain, which the family has been farming since 
planting it in 2002. The wine is herbal and high in 
acidity, offering nuanced layers of tart cranberry, 
cassis and just-picked blackberry as well as a field-
full of violet and wildflower. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

91 Louis M. Martini 2014 Lot No. 1 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

10. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $230 

91 Lucas & Lewellen 2015 Cote del Sol Valley 
View Vineyard Estate Vineyards Cabernet Sau-

vignon (Santa Ynez Valley). For full review see page 
10. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Silver Stag 2013 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Coombsville). Spicy and herbal, this is a 

full-bodied, lushly plush wine that holds its power 
and concentration well in firm polished tannin. 
Sage, peppercorn and leather ride a lengthy mid-
palate complementing the bolder aspects of dark 
chocolate and coffee. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

91 Stony Hill 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Spring 
Mountain District). Released after the 2014, 

this wine is herbal, with polished tannins that give 

it a softness around the edges. Tart cranberry and 
currant flavors accentuate its heightened acidity 
and underlying elegance. Still, time in the cellar 
could do interesting things. Enjoy 2023–2030. Cel-
lar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

91 V. Sattui 2013 Reserve Stock Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Rutherford). Earthy barnyard and 

turned earth open this wine, followed by fistfuls of 
baking spice and soft leather. Heat comes from the 
ripeness of baked black fruit and clove, the wine 
ultimately complex and structured. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $135 

90 Addendum 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Dust, sage and crushed rock show 

well in this appellation wine, inviting in its opening 
aromatics of dried herb and violet. Chalky tannin 
and pronounced oak accentuate its ultimate power, 
evolving to reveal plush chalky tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $90 

90 Addendum 2015 Skellenger Lane Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). Sticky tannin and 

a thickness of blackberry, sage and herb are the 
defining characteristics of this full-bodied youthful 
wine from a great site and great vintage. The hearty 
presence of fruit and weight give it a density and 
length on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

90 Aerena 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Hills 
Lake County). For full review see page 11. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

90 Altvs 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
 Valley). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 15.2% Price: $75 

90 Baldacci 2014 Black Label Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stags Leap District). A 100% varietal 

wine from estate-grown grapes, this impresses in its 
soft supple texture and rich red fruit, while a note 
of crushed rock underlies the fruit. The structure 
is impressive and well able to support the power. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

90 Black Stallion 2014 Limited Release Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Mount Veeder). For full 

review see page 11. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

90 Black Stallion 2014 Limited Release Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

90 Charles Krug 2014 Limited Release Ten 
Clones Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). 

Perfumed in rose petal and cherry blossom, this 
100% varietal wine has a chalky grip of tannin and 
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substantial mouthfeel, with dusty spice and leather. 
The fruit is brightly accentuated in cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $100 

90 Covenant 2014 Solomon Lot 70 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Perfumed in lav-

ender and sage, this is a richly supple Kosher wine, 
exuberantly laced in dried herb and dark chocolate 
with a full-bodied background of polished tannin. 
Kosher. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

90 Duckhorn 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 En Garde 2014 Touché Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Brushy sage and 

a thickness of leather play up the robust ripe nature 
of this reserve wine, which sources from Mount 
Veeder, Diamond Mountain and Howell Mountain, 
and blends in nearly 13% Cabernet Franc. A sweet-
ness of cherry and cassis accent hearty toasted oak 
and tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $180 

90 Flora Springs 2015 Hillside Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). Leathery cigar box 

and a thick, rich backbone of tannin and oaky char 
give this wine a robust definition and hearty quality. 
Entirely varietal, it comes from one steeply sloped 
block of the producer’s hillside vineyard, and fin-
ishes in a dusting of chocolate and fig. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

90 J. Lohr 2016 Seven Oaks Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 13. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Judge Palmer 2014 Beckstoffer Georges III 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). Cassis, 

blueberry and mocha flavors are dusted in nutmeg 
and clove in this rich, soft and straightforward red 
from the famous site. The ripeness is in balance and 
measured. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $125 

90 Kelleher 2013 Brix Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Oakville). Thick and chocolatey, this 

wine is voluptuously lush and big in style, with unc-
tuous waves of baked plum and dark cherry. Dusty 
crushed rock and earth lie beneath the bold fruit, 
finishing moderately in length. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $95 

90 Kendall-Jackson 2015 Vintner’s Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma County). For 

full review see page 13. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Matthew Gibson 2013 Estate Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Sierra Foothills). This mouth-filling 

wine starts with spicy cedary aromas that are vivid 
and attractive. It is rich in texture and deep in fla-

vor. A full body and a thick layer of fine-grained tan-
nins give plenty of structure for the chocolate and 
black-cherry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $34 

90 Moniker 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
docino County). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

90 Naggiar 2016 Root 49 Estate Grown Caber-
net Sauvignon (Sierra Foothills). Complex 

aromas, concentrated fruit flavors and a firm struc-
ture add up to a very good full-bodied wine. It offers 
cinnamon and ginger aromas, adds superripe black 
cherries on the palate and has a lingering, baking-
spice finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $29 

90 Newton 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Yount-
ville). This is a robustly tannic and power-

ful wine, its entry laced in peppercorn and crushed 
rock-like dust. Pencil shavings, dried herb, cedar and 
clove continue on the savory theme. An underlying 
earthiness barely tames the cassis-like fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $190 

90 Neyers 2015 Neyers Ranch Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

13. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

90 Provenance Vineyards 2014 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Diamond Mountain District). This 

wine is marked by a powerful extraction of tannin 
and sizable oak, the texture robustly grippy. Dust, 
crushed rock and sage define its imprint on the 
 palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $100 

90 Robert John 2013 RJV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Coombsville). A 100% varietal wine given 

26 months in new French oak, this is a well-inte-
grated richly concentrated showcase for the appel-
lation. It is impressive in cinnamon, black pepper 
and jammy black cherry and plum. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $90 

90 Rodney Strong 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Sonoma County). For full review 

see page 14. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Sans Wine Co 2017 Soda Pop Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This is more 

than likely the first vineyard-designate of this vari-
ety that’s been put in a can—the size of the can the 
equivalent of half a standard glass bottle. It works 
in the way a white or lighter style red would, laying 
low on the tannin and oak (there’s actually zero oak, 
the wine fermented and aged in stainless steel) and 
preferring to effuse a fruity essence that refreshes. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $25/375 ml 

90 Shannon Ridge 2015 Buck Shack Small 
Batch Sustainably Farmed Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon (Lake County). For full review see page 14. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

90 V. Sattui 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount 
Veeder). Menthol, minty eucalyptus greets 

the nose of this wine, not uncommon for the appel-
lation. A soft midpalate of soy, cherry and cassis 
meets leather and grippy tannin on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $90 

90 Volker Eisele Family Estate 2014 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). The 94% Caber-

net Sauvignon and 6% Merlot were sourced from 
the producer’s Chiles Valley estate and organically 
grown. Dried herb and olive present first around full-
bodied notions of crisp cassis and red currant, finish-
ing in a swath of nutmeg oak and firm tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Z. Alexander Brown 2014 Limited Release 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full 

review see page 14. 
abv: 15% Price: $120 

89 Christophe 2015 Explorer’s Series Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). Undeniably ripe, 

this tastes of chocolate mocha and cinnamon Red 
Hots, with a softness to the structure that will 
please a wide range of palates. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $55 

89 Clone 7 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Clouds Rest 2013 Egoiste Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Fountaingrove District). Euca-

lyptus, mint and bay tease the nose of this soft, sup-
ple and nicely structured wine, high in supportive 
acidity and a strong taste of currant and red cherry. 
The ripeness is balanced and oak well integrated. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

89 Kitá 2015 Camp 4 Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Santa Ynez Valley). Fresh-pressed 

blackberry-juice aromas meet with herbal elements 
of dried sage and sweet mint on the nose of this bot-
tling. A dried herb quality carries the palate through 
its black-currant and boysenberry core, with more 
minty freshness and fennel bulb toward the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

89 Midnight 2015 Nebula Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Blackberry sorbet and mint 

aromas show on the nose of this bottling. The palate 
offers more of a dried fruit experience, with black 
currants and plums, but there is also dark-choc-
olate spice and a pine-like minty element adding 
complexity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 
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89 Privileged 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Juicy and fruit-forward, this is a 

tiny-production wine, its fruit defined in dark cherry 
and cassis. Soft supple tannin meet integrated oak 
for a medium-bodied expression of the variety. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $NA 

89 RouteStock 2015 Route 29 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Merlot makes its way 

into this red, softening its extracted red-cherry and 
cassis flavors and sizable, though integrated, tannins. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

89 Sketchbook 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
docino County). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Stags’ Leap Winery 2015 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Soft in structure and 

tannin profile, this wine is savory in turned earth, 
sage and violet, with a distinct dried herb flavor to 
the midpalate and succulent waves of cassis and 
black raspberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

89 Swank n Smith 2014 Laureate Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). This robustly ripe red 

contains 7% Zinfandel in addition to 4% each of 
Merlot and Petit Verdot. Dusty in tobacco, it invites 
aromatically in violet before unleashing a fury of 
smooth rich blueberry and blackberry flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $NA 

89 Writer’s Block 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Lake County). Good concentrated black-

berry and black-cherry flavors ground this excellent, 
full-bodied and appropriately tannic wine. It has 
light oak accents, good structure, a gripping mouth-
feel and lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

88 B Side 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (North 
Coast). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Black Stallion 2014 Gaspare Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Oak Knoll District). Dust, 

herb and graphite invite one into this appellation 
wine, which is a bit muted on the nose. Thick, 
concentrated and richly tannic, its powerful core 
is defined in tobacco, brown sugar and chocolate. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $75 

88 Christophe 2015 Limited Edition Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Herbal bay leaf 

and sap mark the entry of this taut, tannic and 
highly concentrated wine, a hearty expression of 
black and red berries wrapped in vanilla oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Christophe 2014 Explorer’s Series Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oak Knoll District). Dusty in 

clove and tobacco, this is a full-bodied fleshy wine 

of sizable richness that offers a taste of blackberry 
cobbler and dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Ferguson Crest 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Santa Barbara County). Dried thyme, sage 

and oregano meet with toasted wood, black currant 
and pencil shavings on the somewhat shy nose of 
this bottling. The flavors are nuanced with rounded 
plum and herb flavors, proving smooth although 
subtle. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

88 Grgich Hills 2014 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This wine has a 

high-octane opening of power and concentration, 
the body following in big style and youthful oak. 
Woody, dusty and herbal, it has a richness and soft-
ness to the texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

88 Kenwood 2013 Artist Series Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Sonoma County). Adorned in label 

art by San Francisco-based artist Clare E. Rojas, 
this robust wine tastes of black licorice and fennel, 
moderately structured within walls of rich, concen-
trated baked plum and cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Mad Housewife 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). Great balance and tasty red-

cherry and raspberry flavors make this medium-
bodied non-oaky wine very attractive and hon-
est-tasting. It has good concentration, a smooth 
mouthfeel and just a slight touch of tannin for an 
appetizing texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Murphy-Goode 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This wine bridges the gap 

between mass-market wines that are soft and 
sweet, and more serious dry ones that have better 
structure and more powerful fruit. It is nicely fruity 
but dry, has generous aromas and flavors supported 
by light tannins and good acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 One Leaf 2014 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Gamy, this simple affordable 

red is velvety smooth, rich and round, with strong 
flavors of black cherry, blackberry and currant. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

88 Paris Valley Road 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). Quite fruity and ripe, this 

medium-bodied wine smooths over the varietal’s 
usual firm tannins, but brings forward cherry, straw-
berry and black-plum flavors that are fresh and juicy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

88 Provenance Vineyards 2014 Barrel Select 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). This is 

a tightly wound, extracted barrel selection made 

entirely varietal. Full-bodied dense layers of dark 
chocolate complement brighter notions of black 
cherry and cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

88 True Myth 2013 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Dried blueberry, blackberry, 

herbs, leather and turned earth show on the nose 
of this first-ever reserve bottling for the brand. The 
palate is smoky and framed by firm tannins, offering 
flavors of roasted meat and black plum. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

88 V. Sattui 2014 Vittorio’s Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). Soft and supple, 

this is a sound offering of deep dark-chocolate-
mocha flavors and rich layers of baked plum and 
dark cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

88 Vinum 2016 The Insider Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). A rounded red berry aroma 

meets wet soil and the slightest hint of dried gar-
den herbs on the nose of this bottling. The palate 
is evenly weighted, carrying flavors of dark berry, 
oregano and pencil shavings. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

88 Viviani 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
This medium-bodied wine wraps fresh, ripe 

and focused black-cherry flavors in a smooth, ele-
gant texture. It tastes pure and just slightly smoky 
from oak, feels polished on the palate and has a 
clean fruity finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $16 

87 Broadside 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). The nose on this bottling shows 

fresh strawberry, dried dill, herbs, green pepper-
corns and a hint of green bell pepper. Those pyr-
azine flavors also show on the sip, with more green-
pepper elements giving intrigue to the red-fruit 
backdrop. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Carpe Diem 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Earthy compost, mushroom and 

black pepper meet cedar and tomato leaf—a savory 
backdrop against which thick, persistent tannins 
rule. The fruit is a mix of black cherry and wild 
strawberry, which give the wine a ripe bold charac-
ter touched only sparingly by oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

87 City Winery Chicago 2015 Obsidian Ridge 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Hills Lake 

County). This medium-bodied wine is balanced 
toward the lean, crisp side of the spectrum and 
shows moderately ripe cranberry and cherry flavors. 
Medium tannins and lively acidity give it a bright 
sensation on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

87 Hoopla 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 
This well-made highly polished wine has 
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plenty of ripe black-fruit aromas and flavors, light 
oak touches and light tannins that add some wel-
come heft to the otherwise soft mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

87 Lewis Grace 2013 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(El Dorado). This is a good sturdy well-made 

wine that captures the grape variety’s innate palate-
cleansing structure and fills the mouth with tasty 
cherry and blackberry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

87 Matchlock 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). This bottling starts with aromas of 

cedar, dried oregano, black olive and the slightest 
hint of bell pepper. Crisp black raspberry shows on 
the clean and decently complex palate before the 
herbs come through, including marjoram and dill. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $20 

87 Muirwood 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mon-
terey). Smoke, loam and leather give depth 

to the otherwise sweet-smelling black-cherry jelly 
aroma on the nose of this bottling. There is a clean 
line of joyous fruit on the palate, wrapped in grippy 
tannins, with a pinch of herbs and vanilla-cookie 
flavors on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Napa Cellars 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Herbal and brimming in sage, this is 

a sinewy full-bodied red that is demure on the mid-
palate. It unleashes a finish dipped in dark choco-
late, plum and black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Newton 2016 Skyside Cabernet Sauvignon 
(North Coast). This medium-bodied wine 

has spicy peppery aromas and smoky savory flavors 
plus a mild black cherry accent. It is big on aroma, 
rather light on fruit flavors and firm in texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

87 Provenance Vineyards 2014 Sleeping Lady 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Yountville). 

High toned and floral, with lifted acidity through-
out, this wine offers red fruit and clove but is light 
on the midpalate, offering powerful ripeness with-
out much structure. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $145 

87 The Winery SF 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Feral in earth and black pep-

per, this wine is supple, richly round and expressive 
in cherry cola. Full bodied and ripe, it’ll please fans 
of a bigger softer style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Tom Gore 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). Very ripe cherry and berry notes com-

bine with spicy, chocolaty oak accents in this full-

bodied velvety textured wine. It feels thick but soft 
on the tongue and has a lot of richness. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Clone 7 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oak Knoll 
District). Robustly rich with an underlying 

oaky note of char, this wine offers a chalky texture of 
tannin and dark-cherry coulis, the finish an intrigu-
ing mix of black pepper and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

86 Clouds Rest 2008 Egoiste Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). A library wine 

on offer, this has elements of dark cherry, cassis and 
chocolate, and a supple texture, with a midpalate 
that’s beginning to dull. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

86 Edna Valley Vineyard 2016 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Central Coast). Sweet aromas of 

red cherry meet with crushed gravel on the nose of 
this widely available wine. Tangy cranberry flavors 
are decorated by dried herbs on the cleanly made 
 palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

86 Hailstone Vineyards 2013 Proprietor’s 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Yountville). 

Hot and heavy, with a thick, syrupy core of red and 
black berries, this wine is substantially powerful in 
tannin and oak. There’s a sprinkling of baking spice 
and espresso that weaves within the concentrated 
fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $95 

86 Lewis Grace 2014 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (El Dorado). Pronounced oak aromas 

and flavors define this full-bodied and firmly tannic 
wine. It smells like cinnamon, vanilla and nutmeg 
and tastes like cranberries and red cherries. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

86 Provenance Vineyards 2014 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Howell Mountain). Black olive and 

truffled earth make for an inviting entry to this 
mountain wine, which muddles along in structure 
and has a sour back note of acidity. Full bodied and 
robustly ripe, it may come around to show more 
fruitful nuance. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $115 

86 Salvestrin 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This youthful wine has a muted 

nose and thick, concentrated layers of tannin and 
tobacco. It takes time to unwind in the glass around 
a substantial core of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

86 Sanctuary 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). A 100% varietal wine, this is sticky 

thick and powerful in tannin. Fruity plum and rasp-
berry jam press against leather and cigar box savory 
characteristics, finishing in a wall of firm, toasted 
oak. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

85 Chop Shop 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This is a good medium-bodied wine 

for those who don’t mind generous sweet-oak sea-
soning. It smells like maple syrup and brown sugar, 
and adds black-cherry notes on the palate along 
with another wave of oaky spices. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $17 

85 Clone 7 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
Oaky and grippy, with a strong taste of 

smoky char, this is for fans of a fruity robust style. 
The dark-red fruit diminished on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

85 Samuel Charles 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(North Coast). Smoky, spicy aromas have a 

charred edge and lead to flavors that lean heavily 
toward oak rather than fruit. The wine is medium 
bodied and moderately tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

84 Charles Krug 2014 Limited Release Cold 
Springs Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

( Howell Mountain). Jammy with a flatness of cola 
and sticky tannins, this wine offers a feral quality of 
wild sage and dried herb around a substantial style 
of ripeness. —V.B. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $125 

84 Gnarly Head 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This medium-bodied wine has 

semisweet oak aromas and flavors, plus a soft velvety 
texture with little tannin and low acidity. Notes like 
waffles and maple syrup meet jammy-berry flavors. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

84 Lyeth 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (California). 
Made in an obvious, commercial style, this 

wine has heavy aromas of charred wood, smoke and 
black pepper that don’t let much else show through. 
It feels moderately tannic and medium bodied. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

84 Pra Vinera 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This medium-bodied wine gives 

a sweet impression along with heavy-handed oak 
aromas and flavors like cedar, menthol and wood 
smoke. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $10 

84 Tortoise Creek 2015 Cherokee Lane Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Lodi). This wine is very jammy 

in flavor, lightly sweet, and has soft acidity and tan-
nins. Baking-spice aromas continue through the fla-
vors and add to the sweet impression. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $12 

83 Lorimar 2013 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). An intense smoky meaty 

charred aroma leads to heavy flavors like hickory 
smoked bacon and barbecue sauce, backed by lean 
fruit flavors and lots of woody tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $110 
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MERLOT

91 Terra Valentine 2015 Merlot (Spring Mountain 
District). Soft, supple and dusty, this 100% 

varietal wine is subtle in plum, cedar and graphite, 
showing a nice complexity on the midpalate of tex-
tured full-bodied ripeness. The tannins are present 
and polished. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

90 Chappellet 2015 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
Blended with 9% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% 

Malbec and 3% Petit Verdot, this is a thick and con-
centrated showing of the variety, plush and lushly 
spicy in clove and cinnamon. The fruit is plummy 
and rich in dark cherry, toasted oak and vanilla tea. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Frostwatch 2014 Merlot (Bennett Valley). 
A 100% varietal wine, this is impressive in 

spicy clove, powerful plum and supple lengthy layers 
of flavor surround in polished tannin. It finishes with 
a silky smoothness that’s not easy to forget. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

90 Provenance Vineyards 2014 Barrel Select 
Merlot (Napa Valley). Burly yet structured, 

this robust varietal wine, blended with 3% Caber-
net Franc, is supple with underlying grip. Big boned 
in style, it offers a wealth of bold cassis, dark cherry 
and sage. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

90 Provenance Vineyards 2014 Merlot (Napa 
Valley). Black olive marks the opening of 

this soft, spicy and ripe wine, well integrated in its 
marriage of fruit, acidity and oak. Full bodied, it 
holds its ripeness well, showing a lasting balance of 
clove and dark chocolate on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

89 Clos La Chance 2016 Estate Vineyards Merlot 
(Central Coast). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2014 Old Vines Merlot 
(San Francisco Bay). This old-vine bottling 

is soft and ripe on the nose with blueberry and 
black-currant aromas proving delicate but inviting. 
The palate deftly balances acid and tannins, with 
more currant flavors as well as turned earth and 
dried herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 J. Lohr 2016 Los Osos Merlot (Paso Robles). 
Plush aromas of dark strawberry, blueberry 

and lilacs make for a very full nose on this extremely 
well-priced bottling, which is available across the 
country. The blueberry flavor extends to the palate, 
yet the smoked meat, char and pepper-spice fla-
vors give savory depth to the wine. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Martin Ranch 2014 J.D. Hurley Merlot (Santa 
Clara Valley). Strong aromas of cedar and 

pipe tobacco meet with dried cherry on the nose of 
this bottling from a vineyard south of San Jose. That 
pipe tobacco element is also heavy on the palate, 
along with wood spice and dark intense red fruit. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $26 

88 Rodney Strong 2014 Merlot (Sonoma 
County). Herbal and perfumed, this is 

a tannic, grippy and complex red, sourced from 
throughout the county. Peppercorn, cedar and 
chocolate-covered berries define the pleasant array 
of flavors. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 V. Sattui 2013 Reserve Stock Merlot (Napa 
Valley). This is a thick, full-bodied and 

herbal reserve wine, light in fruit while robust in 
oak, the elements integrated and textured. Cedar 
and dried herb coat the finish, with a lasting taste 
of graphite. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $70 

87 Edna Valley Vineyard 2016 Merlot (Central 
Coast). The nose on this widely available, 

decent everyday red shows black cherry, charcoal 
and a strong rocky element on the nose. The juicy 
red fruits show strongly on the sip at first, and then 
comes more herbaceous oregano, marjoram and 
pepper. Acidity and structure rise into the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

87 Rutherford Ranch 2015 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
This is an herbal offering of the variety, 

correct in some of its cedar and dried herb com-
ponents. Dusty oak and tannin define a moderate 
structure of warm, supple plum and baked cherry 
steeped in cinnamon. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 V. Sattui 2014 Merlot (Napa Valley). Cool-
climate aromatics open this wine, which 

drinks heavier in dark plum, dark chocolate and an 
earthy compost note. The acidity is uplifting, if not 
somewhat disjointed, and quiet on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

86 Castle Rock 2016 Merlot (Paso Robles). Wet 
cedar, dark cherry and pine smoke show on 

the nose of this well-distributed bottling. Dark red 
fruits and wood spice come through on the palate, 
which is framed by a sticky texture and lingering 
acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Thorn 2015 Merlot (Napa Valley). Fans of 
The Prisoner will like this broadly juicy 

blend of 81% Merlot with Syrah, Petite Sirah and 
Malbec, the body full and fleshy. Ripe in baked plum 
and chocolate, it’s robust and smooth. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

85 Gnarly Head 2016 Merlot (Central Coast). 
Red plum, baking spice, dewy herbs, tobacco 

and a sour licorice aroma show on the nose of this 
well-known wine. The palate is more flat but clean, 
with simple tart pomegranate flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

84 Toad Hollow 2016 Richard McDowell’s 
 Selection Merlot (Sonoma County). A 100% 

varietal wine, this is somewhat nondescript in thick 
layers of baked fruit and oaky tar. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $16 

83 Charles Krug 2014 Merlot (Napa Valley). This 
wine is thick, dull and overtly earthy in 

compostable earth and green herb. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

SYRAH

92 Meeker 2015 Hone #2 Shimmer Christensen 
Family Vineyard Syrah (Russian River Valley). 

Raspberry and blackberry aromatics are strong and 
inviting in this wine, alongside streaks of violet and 
white pepper. Dried herb and a mix of Asian and 
baking spice combine for a welcome complexity and 
length of power in this full-bodied 100% varietal 
wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

91 Ken Brown 2014 Watch Hill Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). Candied blackberry 

fruit gives way to elegant purple flowers, a slightly 
sour tar and hints of roasted meat on the nose of 
this single-vineyard expression from a property 
planted in 2002. The palate is firmly structured and 
laden with acid, offering flavors of dried black cur-
rant, more purple flowers and roasted coffee. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

91 MacLaren 2015 Atoosa’s Vineyard Syrah (Rus-
sian River Valley). One of the coolest sites 

sourced by the producer, this vineyard produces tiny 
berries, and the wine is concentrated and complex 
as a result. Spicy turned earth and baked strawberry 
show first, followed by clove, black pepper and anise, 
the wine textured with plenty of acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

90 Carlisle 2016 Papa’s Block Syrah (Russian 
River Valley). Peppery and thick in cured 

meat, game and smoked oak, this has violet under-
tones and a powerful grasp of brambly blackberry 
and blueberry. The tannins are well managed and 
supportive, showing ability to age with grace. Enjoy 
best 2025–2028. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Folktale 2016 Le Mistral Single Vineyard 
 Syrah (Monterey County). Wild and ani-

malistic aromas start the nose of this bottling, 
with roasted lamb leading into tangy blank plum. 
The palate carries those meat jerky flavors as well, 
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alongside roasted coffee and fresh purple flowers, 
making for a complex experience. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

90 MacLaren 2015 Drouthy Neebors Syrah 
( Sonoma County). This combines fruit 

from Bennett Valley as well as several vineyard des-
ignates within the producer’s portfolio. Bay leaf, 
eucalyptus and cool-climate tart red fruit accentu-
ate the crisp focused acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

90 MacLaren 2015 Samantha’s Vineyard Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). Peppery and briary 

in brambly black fruit, this wine is varietal in all the 
best ways: complex, thick, concentrated and earthy. 
The sweet compost and wild strawberry elements 
are dipped in lingering aromatics of violet and rose. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

90 Morgan 2016 G 17 Syrah (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Dried earth, thyme, sagebrush, pot-

pourri and boysenberry aromas show on the nose of 
this bottling, which is bolstered by 8% Grenache 
and 4% Tempranillo. Tart purple fruits and herbal 
elements arise on the palate, which is fresh with 
acidity and framed by tightly wound tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

90 Ruby Cellars 2013 Colson Canyon Vineyard 
Syrah (Santa Barbara County). Black-cur-

rant sauce, concentrated violets and lilacs, milk 
chocolate and a hint of Dr. Pepper show on the nose 
of this bottling. The fennel spice extends through 
the palate, where candied Concord grape and black-
berry-syrup flavors also arise. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $33 

89 Lawer 2015 Betsy’s Vineyard Syrah (Knights 
Valley). Reduced on the nose, this shows a 

thickness of brick, tar and velvety layers of straw-
berry and blackberry. Full bodied, it’s richly con-
ceived and big in style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $34 

89 Lion Ranch 2015 Syrah (Monterey County). 
Red plums, dried earth, mushrooms and 

cracked pepper show on the nose of this twist-top 
bottling. There is a gamy touch to the acid-driven 
palate, which is dominated by fresh black raspberry 
and strong flavors of purple flowers. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

89 MacLaren 2015 Moaveni Vineyard Syrah 
(Bennett Valley). This is a leathery earthy 

wine from a cool climate, lingering in black pep-
per, turned earth and cured-meat flavors. It finishes 
lightly wrapped in acidity, never letting go of its 
savory complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

88 Baldacci 2014 Allwin Syrah (Carneros). A 
100% varietal wine from estate-grown 

grapes, this opens in crayon wax, dark plum and 

cherry, with a thickness on the palate that’s both 
full bodied and overtly ripe. Concentrated and tan-
nic, it’s made in a big style that persists on the finish 
in oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Belden Barns 2015 Estate Grown Syrah 
( Sonoma Mountain). Tightly wound, dense 

and savory, this mountain wine shows hints of vio-
let and lavender before unfurling full-bodied flavors 
of tar, leather, tobacco and cured meat. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

88 Waxwing 2016 Flocchini Vineyard Sans 
 Soufre Syrah (Petaluma Gap). Made with no 

additions of sulfur dioxide (i.e. sans soufre), this is 
an earthy floral red, aged in neutral French oak to 
maintain a light touch of pure compost, rose petal 
and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

88 Waxwing 2016 Flocchini Vineyard Syrah 
(Petaluma Gap). This wine from a rela-

tively cool-climate area is thickly concentrated and 
dense in a black fruit tone. Tobacco and leather 
wrap around flavors of burly blackberry, smoke and 
strawberry fruit leather. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

88 Waxwing 2016 Lester Family Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Sweet-leaning aro-

mas of black currant, ripe boysenberries and fruity 
strawberries meet with a touch of caramel on the 
nose of this bottling. The palate dries up consider-
ably, showing fresh black raspberry and cola flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

87 Martin Ranch 2014 Therese Vineyards Lester 
Family Vineyards Syrah (Santa Cruz Moun-

tains). Extremely earthy on the nose, this bottling 
shows black currant, asphalt, dried fennel and 
roasted beef on the nose. That meaty aspect extends 
to the palate, where the black-plum fruit is over-
powered by cedar and cigar-box-wood elements. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

PETITE SIRAH

94 Enkidu 2015 Diener Ranch Petite Sirah (Red 
Hills Lake County). This wine is exception-

ally concentrated and flavorful, but retains a hint of 
restraint in the very firm texture. Aromas of charred 
wood and black pepper waft up from the glass 
before concentrated, quiet but deep flavors of black 
olive, blackberry and oolong tea coat the palate. A 
massive layer of fine-grained tannins creates a vel-
vety texture that helps carry all the opulent flavors 
through a lingering finish. Best after 2024. Cellar 
Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $38 

94 Las Positas 2015 Estate Petite Sirah (Liver-
more Valley). This big and bold wine fills 

out its tannic frame with gorgeous, ripe and exotic 
fruit and floral flavors and achieves good balance. 
It practically overflows with boysenberry, Kalamata 
olive and black-pepper flavors that flood the palate 
and cling to the sides of the mouth for a long ripe 
finish. Best from 2020–2030. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

92 Mabera 2013 Petite Sirah (Sierra Foothills). 
This wine is delicious, dark and deep, from 

the almost-black color to spicy dark-chocolate aro-
mas, extremely rich blueberry and espresso-bean fla-
vors and a very firm tannic texture. The wine easily 
absorbs a lot of spicy oak and balances it with layers 
of fruit and fine-grained tannins. Best after 2025. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

92 San Simeon 2014 Estate Reserve Petite Sirah 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

91 Oakstone 2015 Reserve Estate Field Blend 
 Petite Sirah (Fair Play). This wine pits a 

mountain of tannin against a torrent of opulent 
 extra-ripe blackberry and dark-chocolate flavors and 
comes out balanced. The saturated flavors soften the 
effect of a very firm texture for a grand and delicious 
taste experience. It has smoky, rubber-boot aromas, 
lots of dark fruit and subtle oak spices. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $32 

90 Tanner 2015 Petite Sirah (Calaveras County). 
Black cherry and dried plum aromas and 

flavors give this deeply colored wine more lively, 
juicy fruit flavors than usual for the varietal. Aged 
for 17 months in previously used French barrels It 
has firm tannins, good acidity and medium to full 
body. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

90 The Crusher 2016 Petite Sirah (California). 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Derby 2014 Laura’s Vineyard Petite Sirah 
(Paso Robles). Dark and thick in the glass, 

this single-vineyard expression shows black plum 
and dried purple flowers on the nose. The tannins 
are soft, mouth coating and eventually quite sticky, 
carrying flavors of blackberry, black currant, tar and 
asphalt. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $42 

88 Fleur 2014 Scarlett Vineyard Petite Sirah 
(North Coast). This deeply colored, full-

bodied wine is somewhat restrained in fruit fla-
vors and has a firm, moderately tannic texture. It 
smells and tastes like blueberries and blackberries 
accented by oak spices and has the varietal’s usual 
mouth-filling structure. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $19 
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87 People’s Wine Revolution 2014 Bea’s Knees 
Oberti Vineyard Petite Sirah (Suisun Valley). 

Rather light in texture and body for this notoriously 
tannic varietal, the wine has plenty of blackberry 
and boysenberry flavors, a rich and moderately firm 
mouthfeel and an almost jammy finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $18 

87 Plungerhead 2016 Petite Sirah (Lodi). Gen-
erous additions of oak give this dark and 

full-bodied wine an almost-sweet character that 
incorporates maple syrup and brown sugar with 
blackberry and Bing cherry flavors. It feels firm and 
tannic but still approachable. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

87 Spellbound 2016 Petite Sirah (California). 
This is a friendly, fruity variation on Petite 

Sirah that uses a dash of sweetness to counter the 
famous tannins and bring out jammy grapey berry 
flavors. It’s very dark in color, medium to full bodied 
and relatively smooth in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Wilson Creek 2014 Distinction Vineyard 
 Petite Sirah (Temecula Valley). Rather light 

in the glass for this grape, this bottling offers lots of 
wild sagebrush and thyme aromas along with dried 
exotic plums and gravel. There is a slight balsamic 
tang to the palate, where cranberry, turned earth 
and pepper flavors arise. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $75 

86 Sentivo 2012 Estate Petite Sirah (El Dorado). 
This smooth and accessible wine is sturdy 

in texture, has good blackberry and black-pepper 
flavors and a medium to full body. The color is a bit 
light for the varietal and the tannins are firm but far 
from oppressive. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

ZINFANDEL

95 Limerick Lane 2016 1910 Block Zinfandel 
(Russian River Valley). This estate-grown 

block-designate is insanely good, soft and spicy 
in black and white pepper from first sip. Elon-
gated, chalky tannins support bright, fresh acidity 
and strong, well-defined flavors of leather pouch, 
crushed rock and cherry. The texture is supple and 
complex. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $56 

93 Limerick Lane 2016 Estate Zinfandel (Rus-
sian River Valley). With a healthy, welcoming 

intrigue of spice, this estate-grown wine is dusty and 
leathery in approach and texture, with lovely layers 
of red licorice and dark cherry. The acidity is inter-
woven throughout the full-bodied concentration of 
flavor, with a finishing touch of white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

93 V. Sattui 2015 Amador Ridge Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Amador County). For full review see 

page 7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $37 

92 Bella Grace 2014 Primitivo (Shenandoah 
Valley). Delicious and dry, this wine lay-

ers blackberry, dark chocolate and cherry flavors 
throughout the aromas, the flavors and the lingering 
finish. A minty, cedary oak accent adds complexity 
and a light layer of tannins keeps the mouthfeel 
lively and appetizing. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

92 Benovia 2015 Zinfandel (Sonoma County). 
Generously rich and layered, this wine is 

also lovely in aromas of rose petal and lavender, its 
texture soft and supple. Dark cherry and red licorice 
give it fruity savory flavor around a full-bodied ripe-
ness that will please a broad array of palates. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $40 

92 Limerick Lane 2016 Rocky Knoll Zinfandel 
(Russian River Valley). Spicy tight-grained 

oak dominates in this rich and structured red, that 
is thick in tannin and buoyant brambly black cherry 
and blackberry. Its full-bodied concentration is rich 
and layered, supported by a thread of persistent 
acidity that refreshens. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $56 

92 Michael David 2015 Lust Zinfandel (Lodi). 
For full review see page 8. 

abv: 15.5% Price: $59 

92 V. Sattui 2015 Pilgrim Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Lodi). This is a rich warm mouth-coating 

wine that’s packed with ripe, almost late-harvest, 
berry flavors, and that feels smooth and dense on 
the tongue. It is inviting, layered, concentrated and 
full bodied, showing moderate tannins and a long 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $38 

91 Amador Cellars 2015 Estate Zinfandel (Amador 
County). This big-boned wine aged in Ameri-

can oak is spicy, very ripe and quite full bodied, so 
it has plenty of impact on the palate. Black pepper, 
anise and an almost jammy blackberry flavor give it 
complexity, and a good structure of tannins while 
acidity give the texture a nice bite. —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $34 

91 Bookshelf 2015 Zinfandel (El Dorado). Ripe 
and delicious, this wine loads up black 

cherry, blueberry and milk chocolate while a sooth-
ing, soft texture helps coat the palate. It’s not a typi-
cal dinner-table red wine but it is definitely luxuri-
ous and flavorful. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $32 

91 Pech Merle 2016 Reserve Lot 9 Zinfandel 
(North Coast). An aroma just like black-

berry jam provides an eye-opening start to this 
rich, lightly sweet and full-bodied wine. The color 

is extra dark for a Zin and the fruit flavors are extra 
concentrated. Moderate tannins add a little bite to 
the texture and keep the wine in balance despite 
huge fruit flavors and a perception of sweetness. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $27 

91 Shooting Star 2015 Zinfandel (Lake County). 
This wine is nicely dry, firm in texture and 

offers a very good mix of ripe-to-bursting blackberry 
and blueberry flavors along with moderate tannins, 
good acidity and a welcomed sense of freshness 
despite full body. It will make a hearty pairing with 
many kinds of beef, pork, and cheese.  —J.G. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $14 

90 Andis 2015 Zinfandel (Amador County). For 
full review see page 11. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $22 

90 Brutocao 2013 Estate Bottled Bliss Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Mendocino). This is a well-bal-

anced, well-structured wine that will be great to 
have on hand for almost any occasion. It is attrac-
tively dry, medium bodied, has hints of oak spice 
in the aromas, is full of red-cherry and blackberry 
flavors and has a lightly tannic texture. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Caricature 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
For full review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $16 

90 Carol Shelton 2015 Florence Vineyard Rocky 
Reserve Zinfandel (Rockpile). An intensely 

broad-shouldered red blended with 13% Petite 
 Sirah, this has plenty of power within a full-fla-
vored array of brambly blackberry, cherry and dusty 
cinnamon. The oak (a blend of French and Ameri-
can) is supportive and integrated. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

90 Carol Shelton 2015 Peaceland Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Fountaingrove District). From a 

vineyard planted to three clones of the variety, then 
blended with 12% Petite Sirah, this sees 18 months 
in oak, a mix of new American and neutral French. 
It works in its bramble of wild berry and banana, 
the body softly layered, rich and sumptuously lush. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

90 Cedarville 2015 Estate Zinfandel (El Dorado). 
A peppery, herbaceous aroma and savory 

spicy flavors make this full-bodied wine, grown at 
high elevation, a bit edgy but full of personality. The 
flavors, at first, resemble grilled fruit and beef  juices, 
then ripe black plums flow in, complementing a tex-
ture that is firm and moderately tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $26 

90 Charles B. Mitchell 2014 Reserve Spanish 
Creek Vineyard Old Vine Zinfandel (Fair 

Play). Plump and ripe, this fruity exuberant wine 



BUYINGGUIDE

90  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  SEPTEMBER 2018

was made from vines planted in 1979. It has plenty 
of vivid raspberry, cherry and raspberry flavors, a 
lush, almost soft texture and a lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $21 

90 LangeTwins 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
For full review see page 16. Best Buy.  

abv: 14.8% Price: $15 

90 Matthew Gibson 2013 Estate Primitivo 
( Sierra Foothills). Concentrated ripe fruit 

flavors are well matched by spicy oak accents in this 
full-bodied firmly tannic wine. It has a darker than 
usual color—a combination of raspberry and black 
cherry flavors—and a gripping, mouth-filling texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 Novy 2016 Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). 
Floral in lovely ways, this big, bold and 

broadly expansive wine is hugely structured, with 
plenty of tannin and strong black-fruit flavor. Good 
supportive acidity keeps it balanced in the glass. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $29 

90 Obscurity 2016 Zinfandel (Amador County). 
Nice and fruity, nice and dry, this full-

bodied, pure and concentrated wine offers bril-
liant black-cherry aromas, delicious cherry and 
raspberry flavors and a polished texture. It’s a fine 
example of old-vine composure and balance. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $28 

90 Terra d’Oro 2016 Zinfandel (Amador County). 
For full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 V. Sattui 2014 Black Sears Zinfandel (Howell 
Mountain). Peppery, meaty and herbal, this 

wine is well rounded and concentrated in structure, 
with a lasting note of sandalwood and cedar. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $51 

90 V. Sattui 2014 Quaglia Vineyard Ancient 
Vine Zinfandel (St. Helena). Silky smooth, 

this vineyard-designate offers a high-toned streak 
of acidity within a substantial framework of power-
ful ripeness. Cherry, blueberry and coffee-cake fla-
vors and aromas play nicely with one another, with 
a lasting finish of black licorice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $46 

89 Brutocao 2014 Estate Bottled Contento 
Vineyard Primitivo (Mendocino). This 

medium-bodied wine is more lean than is typical 
and has great balance. Good acidity and moder-
ate tannins come to the fore while the fruit flavors 
are rather crisp ones like raspberry and red cherry. 
It has light oak spices in the aroma that continue 
through the flavors and finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 Charles B. Mitchell 2015 Reserve Estate Vine-
yard Zinfandel (El Dorado). This extremely 

ripe and concentrated wine has aromas and flavors 
like a Port—almost raisiny, almost sweet—that sat-
urate the taste buds, create a broad mouthfeel and 
linger nicely on the finish. It is full bodied, not very 
tannic, and rich in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

89 Weibel Family 2015 Archgate Cellars Reserve 
Bottling Zinfandel (Lodi). For full review see 

page 15. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $15 

88 Bliss 2014 Estate Bottled Zinfandel (Men-
docino). Nicely dry and well balanced, this 

is an appetizing medium-bodied wine that offers no-
nonsense cherry and berry flavors and a lightly tan-
nic, almost crisp, texture that will be a good palate 
cleanser. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Campos Family Vineyards 2016 Estate Zin-
fandel (Contra Costa County). Mature and 

mellow in taste, this full-bodied wine has a rela-
tively light color, aromas like leather and black tea, 
and flavors like dried cherries and tamarind. It’s an 
individualistic drink and a good escape from the 
often sweet and overripe school of Zinfandel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.35% Price: $34 

88 Cline 2016 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). For full 
review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 14% Price: $11 

88 Elyse 2015 Korte Ranch Vineyard Zinfandel 
(St. Helena). Blackberry crumble is the star 

of the show in this expansive fruit-forward red, 
blended with 11% Petite Sirah, Carignan, Valdiguié 
and Grand Noir. Aged in American oak, it presents a 
strong presence of vanilla that finishes sweet. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

88 Elyse 2015 Morisoli Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Rutherford). Rich, round and soft, this 

wine exudes strong aromas and flavors of brown 
sugar and baked blackberry and plum, with threads 
of acidity woven through to provide contrast and 
balance. Blended within are 14% mixed blacks from 
vineyard. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

88 Gnarly Head 2016 Old Vine Zin Zinfandel 
(Lodi). For full review see page 17. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Kenwood 2014 Zinfandel (Sonoma County). 
Bay leaf and cedar show up on the nose of 

this wine, which is juicy and brawny on the palate, 
with a savory edge of black pepper, clove and soy. 
Structured, it offers power and plenty of fruit-for-
ward flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Monte Volpe 2014 Primitivo (Mendocino 
County). On the earthy side of the spec-

trum, rather than simply fruity, this appealing 

full-bodied wine has good concentration, a feeling 
of richness on the palate and a lingering, berrylike 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Paul Dolan 2016 Zinfandel (Mendocino 
County). Easy and fruity, this effusive wine 

is packed with cherry and blackberry flavors, has a 
smooth, lightly tannic texture and subtle oak spices 
to add some extra interest. It’s dry, full bodied but 
quaffable. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $18 

87 Charles B. Mitchell 2014 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Amador County). Very ripe, raisiny in fla-

vor and almost sweet, this full-bodied wine oozes 
blackberry, prune and raisin notes on a soft pillowy 
texture. It seems appropriate with cheese or choco-
late at the end of a meal. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $18 

87 Charles B. Mitchell 2014 Reserve Estate Vine-
yard Primitivo (El Dorado). This full-bodied 

and smooth-textured wine has earthy berry-like 
aromas, nicely ripe blackberry and raspberry flavors 
and a good touch of tannin in the mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

87 Hullabaloo 2015 Old Vines Zinfandel (Califor-
nia). This dry medium-bodied wine has herb 

and black-pepper aromas and an earthy meaty flavor 
that would suit a Rhône varietal well. It has a good 
structure of acidity and moderate tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

87 Kokomo 2016 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). 
Chocolate mocha and vanilla ride alongside 

brambly black fruit and leather in this soft, inte-
grated red that’s intensely ripe. The finish is dipped 
in clove and dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $28 

87 Mabera 2013 Zinfandel (Sierra Foothills). 
Sweet and smoky oak flavors dress up this 

full-bodied moderately tannic wine and there are 
enough good blackberry and plum flavors to balance 
the spiciness.  —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

87 V. Sattui 2014 Gilsson Vineyard Old Vine Zin-
fandel (Russian River Valley). Blackberry jam 

and toast show up on the nose of this intensely ripe, 
syrupy wine, big in flavor and softness. Chocolate 
and vanilla swirls play off each other on the rich 
 finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $42 

86 Paris Valley Road 2015 Zinfandel (California). 
Full bodied and rustic in personality, this 

wine has earthy dusty aromas, along with ripe berry 
and balsamic flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

86 Plungerhead 2016 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
A spicy oaky character defines this full-
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bodied and ripe-tasting wine. The aromas resemble 
strawberry jam and brown sugar and the flavors are 
rich, fruity, and seem a bit sweet. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $14 

85 Ravenswood 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel 
( Sonoma County). Meaty and woody, this 

combines mostly Zin with small amounts of Petite 
Sirah, Carignan and mixed blacks. Together they 
offer intensity and ripe blackberry jam and choco-
late. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

84 Kenwood 2014 Six Ridges Zinfandel (Dry 
Creek Valley). This wine presents as lean on 

the palate, and somewhat non-distinct in its mix of 
eucalyptus and bay leaf aromas and faint flavors of 
dark plum. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

SANGIOVESE

92 La Folia Winery 2014 Sangiovese (Sierra 
Foothills). This is a very distinctive, aro-

matic and enchanting wine that successfully evokes 
the magic of its Italian relative, Chianti Classico, 
in the heady mix of black olive, sage, tamarind 
and new leather aromas followed by tangy, savory, 
cranberry and tea flavors. The texture is grippy and 
lightly astringent, while the balance feels perfect. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

92 Noceto 2015 Riserva Barrel Select Sangio-
vese (Shenandoah Valley). Elegant, almost 

delicate, this complex and inviting wine from a San-
giovese specialist is medium bodied, well balanced 
and offers mostly subtle flavors that weave nicely 
through a supple and lightly firm texture. It has dried 
cherry and cranberry aromas, tangy fruit flavors and 
fine-grained tannins. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $32 

90 Amador Cellars 2015 Ottimista Vineyards 
Sangiovese (Amador County). This excel-

lent wine has tempting aromas of new leather, 
sandalwood and dried earth, plus complex, savory 
flavors like dried herbs, prosciutto and green olives 
complemented by dried cherries. It captures the 
varietal characteristics very well and avoids being 
oaky or overly ripe. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

90 Cloak & Dagger 2015 Illuminatus Sangiovese 
(Paso Robles). Rather light in the glass, this 

estate bottling shows cooked red currant and cinna-
mon spice on the nose. The palate is both lightweight 
and tannic in texture, showing food-friendly flavors 
of star anise, clove, fennel and red fruits. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

89 Noceto 2015 Sangiovese (Amador County). 
Few California Sangioveses are this true to 

type and this affordable. Very smooth, supple and 

well balanced, this wine is medium bodied, flavorful 
and will be very versatile with food. Good fruit acid-
ity and light tannins add some grip on the palate, as 
subtle cherry, sage and leather flavors build toward 
the finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $19 

89 Sassoferrato 2015 Giannecchini Ranch San-
giovese (Mendocino County). A deep color 

and very concentrated fruit flavors make this a 
bolder than usual Sangiovese. The black-cherry and 
cranberry flavors are quite ripe, the body is full and 
the mouthfeel is broad and smooth. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

88 Wise Villa 2015 Estate Sangiovese (Placer 
County). Cranberry, red cherry and fresh 

oak flavors liven up this medium-bodied, moderately 
tannic and appetizing wine. It has the nervy texture 
that the grape variety is known for, and good balance 
between fruit, acid and body. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $40 

RED BLENDS

94 Falcone NV Annaté VIII (Paso Robles). This 
solera, multi-vintage blend of Petite Sirah, 

Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon is extremely deli-
cious in this eighth iteration, offering rich blueberry, 
blackberry, vanilla and baking spice on the nose 
from its dark, viscous body. Soft and lush but with 
the edge of firm tannins, the palate shows blueberry, 
pepper, minty herbs and strong acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

93 Black Stallion 2014 Bucephalus Red Wine 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 6. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $150 

93 Idlewild 2017 The Bird Flora and Fauna (Men-
docino County). A light bright expression of 

60% Dolcetto, 35% Barbera and 5% Nebbiolo, the 
Dolcetto shines brightest in its fruit-forward dusty 
incarnation of wild strawberry and dark cherry, 
uplifted by the Barbera’s tenacious acidity. It 
changes in the glass to show complexity and verve, 
with a splash of tannin on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

92 Baldacci 2013 Fraternity (Napa Valley). 
Earthy herb and turned earth open this 

blend of 58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Merlot 
and 9% Malbec. Offering substantial length and 
breadth, it’s dusty in crushed rock, rose and cedar, 
with supple, lasting power and a distinct finish of 
dark cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Écluse 2015 Ensemble (Paso Robles). 
Roasted wood, dense but not overripe 

black currant and crushed slate show on the nose 
of this blend of 32% Petit Verdot, 26% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 26% Merlot, 13% Cabernet Franc and 

3% Malbec. Rounded and rich blackberry meets 
with dust and fennel pollen on the palate, which is 
 vibrant with acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

92 Écluse 2015 Insider (Paso Robles). There are 
hints of thyme, pepper and roast game on 

the nose of this blend of 25% Tannat, 25% Petit 
Verdot, 25% Merlot and 25% Cabernet Franc, yet 
it’s mostly framed by crisp blackberry and lavender 
aromas. The full-bodied palate blends fresh acidity 
with sage-like seasonings and a roasted-plum flavor, 
set against thick yet polished tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $49 

92 Pulchella 2015 Awakening (Paso Robles). 
This study of richness blends 56% Tannat 

from the Bella Collina Vineyard with 44% Petite 
Sirah from Loma Seca to deliver deep and dark 
aromas of black currant, smoke and coffee-caramel 
candies. The palate offers joyous purple fruits along 
with vanilla and caramel, cut by tart plum skins. It is 
sure to please crowds seeking a mouth-filling wine. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $50 

91 Pessimist 2016 Red (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 15.2% Price: $28 

91 Tablas Creek 2016 Patelin de Tablas Syrah-
Grenache-Counoise-Mourvèdre (Paso Robles). 

For full review see page 11. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Jason-Stephens 2014 The Blend (Santa 
Clara Valley). Dried berries, fennel pollen 

and layers of herbal intrigue arise on the nose of 
this blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon and 40% 
Syrah. Bay leaf and Mediterranean spices decorate 
the softly tannic palate, giving depth to the lavish 
blueberry and blackberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

90 Pulchella 2015 Gathering (Paso Robles). 
Fresh aromas of black raspberry sorbet, 

sage, violets and toasted oak show on the nose of 
this blend of 55% Tempranillo, 36% Grenache and 
9% Petite Sirah. The wine enters the palate quite 
smoothly, offering lighter bodied boysenberry fla-
vors with touches of marjoram, black pepper and 
bay leaf. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $35 

90 Ruby Cellars 2014 Syrah-Petite Sirah (Cen-
tral Coast). Fairly thick on the nose, this 

blend of Syrah and Petite Sirah shows black currant, 
fudge, caramel and licorice on the nose. It’s also 
concentrated on the rich, ripe and heavy palate, but 
the hoisin sauce and black-currant-paste flavors are 
enlivened by fresh acidity and vanilla spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $39 

90 Sottomarino 2013 Sopraffino ( Mendocino 
County). Deep fruit flavors and full body 
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give this wine a lot to explore. It tastes as if it were 
drenched in blackberry and raspberry syrup with-
out being literally sweet, has light tannins and acid-
ity so the texture is soft, and enough concentration 
for a lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

90 Thacher 2016 Working Holiday Cass Vine-
yard (Paso Robles Geneseo District). Rusty 

aromas of dried cherry, roasted fennel and sweet 
smoke show on the nose of this blend of 47% Gre-
nache, 30% Syrah and 23% Mourvèdre. Sour red-
plum skins start the sip and then it warms toward 
red cherry with hints of anise, thyme and sagebrush. 
It will pair with a wide variety of foods. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

89 Brick & Mortar 2017 Red (California). Wine-
maker Matt Iaconis sources Cabernet Franc, 

Syrah and Pinot Noir for this partial whole-cluster 
canned red, the fruit coming from Napa Valley, 
Sonoma Coast and Clarksburg. He then stainless 
steel and barrel ages the wine, creating a refreshing 
quaff that will travel well and hold its own against 
bottled reds that aim equally for easy approachabil-
ity. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8/375 ml 

89 Derby 2013 Project Espana Derby Vineyard 
(Paso Robles). Concentrated lilacs, black-

berry jam and black-plum jelly make for a very juicy 
nose on this blend of Tempranillo, Graciano, Gre-
nache and Carignan. The palate is also jammy with 
ripe purple flowers, gingerbread and more berry 
jam. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $32 

89 Fess Parker 2015 The Big Easy (Santa Bar-
bara County). The nose on this thick and 

heady bottling is quite reductive, with tar, roasted 
lamb and a bit of black-currant syrup. The palate is 
the same, with more roasted meat, tar and asphalt 
flavors, but it is also balanced by acidity and held up 
by firm tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

89 Lorenzi Estate 2014 Bold Move (Temecula 
Valley). Don Lorenzi came up with this 

kitchen sink blend of seven varieties after contem-
plating his dump bucket one day, and the result is 
compelling. Aromas of earth, black cherry, crushed 
slate and dried cranberry lead into a tense palate of 
dried red fruits and licorice spice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

89 Lorenzi Estate 2014 The Obsessive (Temecula 
Valley). This proprietary blend of Syrah, 

Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and 
Zinfandel shows reduced black plums and sage-
brush on the nose. Roasted strawberry, red plum 
and sweet sagebrush show on the palate, which has 
both good acidity and a tannic tension. —M.K. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $65 

89 Uvaggio 2015 Montagna Nera (El Dorado). 
Hints of sage and thyme in the aromas give 

a nice savory sheen to this generous and fruity wine. 
It is medium to full bodied, very smooth in mouth-
feel, well balanced and moderate in tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 Caliza 2015 End of the Day (Paso Robles). 
Black cherry and a hint of nutmeg show on 

the ripe and accessible nose of this red blend that’s 
affordably priced to be an everyday drinker. Intrigu-
ing if slightly muddled chaparral flavors of fennel 
and juniper meet with plum sauce and cherry syrup 
on the palate, which is wrapped in a chalky texture. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 

88 Charles Krug 2014 Family Reserve Genera-
tions (Napa Valley). This wine leads with 

84% Cabernet Sauvignon, blending in 9% Petit 
Verdot, 4% Merlot and 3% Malbec. Red currant 
and baked cherry flavors ride along a thick, richly 
concentrated midpalate that finishes robustly juicy 
and rustic. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

88 Cloak & Dagger 2015 Cryptology Cuvée (Paso 
Robles). Very light aromas of black currant, 

tar and a pinch of baking spice show on the nose 
of this proprietary red blend. The palate is also shy 
and tightly wound, with dried blueberry, shaved 
pencil, loam and herb flavors. It may need more 
time to come out of its shell. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

88 Dime 2016 Red (Santa Barbara County). 
This blend of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

30% Merlot shows fruity but focused aromas of 
boysenberry and black pepper on the nose. Rounded 
and ripe flavors of black-plum jelly and sugar plums 
show on the juicy palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Écluse 2015 Improv (Paso Robles). Cassis, 
kirsch and a hint of caramel show on the 

nose of this blend of 47% Merlot, 29% Petite Sirah 
and 24% Petit Verdot. Roasted meat and black-
plum-jelly flavors show on the palate along with a 
hint of turned earth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

88 Pulchella 2016 Revision (Paso Robles). Black 
currant, dried blueberry, black pepper and 

licorice show on this blend of 58% Mourvèdre, 18% 
Zinfandel, 15% Syrah and 9% Petite Sirah. There’s 
a fresh flash of black plum on the palate before the 
vanilla and baking-spice flavors take hold. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

88 Ravenswood 2015 Bedrock Vineyard 
( Sonoma Valley). This blends a majority of 

Zinfandel with 20% Carignan, 10% Alicante Bous-
chet and 6% Petite Sirah. Leather, currant and a 
sizable helping of oak open the wine before a bitter-
sweet swathe of leather, tobacco and dark chocolate 

greet the midpalate and end with a savory finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $39 

87 Gnarly Head 2016 1924 Double Black (Cali-
fornia). An extra-deep color leads to rich 

ripe black-cherry and chocolate aromas in this 
smooth, velvety and concentrated wine. Blueberry 
and blackberry notes spread out on the palate while 
well-integrated oak and a hint of sweetness keep it 
user friendly. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $14 

86 Wilson Creek 2015 Family Meritage (Tem-
ecula Valley). Fairly light aromas of roasted 

red plums, smoke and a touch of thyme show on 
the nose of this blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
20% Cabernet Franc, 13% Merlot and 7% Malbec. 
Oregano, marjoram and thyme meet with more red 
plum and campfire smoke on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

84 Swank n Smith 2015 Marquetry (Paso 
 Robles). Fairly light in the glass, this blend 

of 51% Merlot and 49% Cabernet Franc shows 
strong aromas of fruit punch and berry syrup. Can-
died-apple and strawberry-candy flavors meet with 
anise on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Caliza 2014 Sympatico Tempranillo (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). Star anise, 

caramel, black plum and black currant show on the 
rich nose of this bottling, which is enhanced with 
12% Grenache and 12% Monastrell. There is solid 
acidic energy to the palate, lifting up the cassis and 
gingerbread flavors that ride polished tannins into 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $58 

91 Wise Villa 2015 Estate Touriga Nacional 
( Sierra Foothills). This varietal usually shows 

up in Port-style wines, but here it makes a wonder-
ful dry table wine that’s packed with deep berry fla-
vors and has a very polished texture. Moderate tan-
nins and good acidity give a bit of grip on the palate 
but it’s velvety all the way through the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

90 Hoyt Family Vineyards 2012 Tempranillo 
(Paso Robles). Concentrated black currant 

is livened up with hints of espresso, olive and moist 
earth on the nose of this bottling. There is strong 
acid and decent tannins on the palate, framing the 
dark berry and baking-spice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

90 J. Lohr 2016 Wildflower Valdiguié (Mon-
terey). For full review see page 15. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $10 
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90 Obscurity 2015 Estate Paso Vista Vineyard 
Petit Verdot (Fair Play). Grapey, rich and 

ripe, this very fruit-forward but full-bodied wine 
from one of the Sierra Foothills’ best sub-appel-
lations is drenched in black fruit from the aroma 
through the finish. Hints of dark chocolate and oak 
spices chime in as the almost thick and lightly tan-
nic texture floods the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

89 Amador Cellars 2014 Martella Vineyards 
Montepulciano (Fiddletown). This is a very 

tasty, vivid red wine that sends up chocolate, cherry 
and berry aromas and equally expressive flavors 
tinged by an appealing earthy meaty note. While full 
bodied it is not heavy, due to good acidity that lifts 
the mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

88 Amador Cellars 2014 Aglianico (Amador 
County). This grape variety is unusual in 

California, but it makes a good impression with 
aromas of roses, very ripe black cherries and cloves 
followed by ripe late-picked fruit flavors and a firm 
texture. It is full bodied but well balanced by good 
acidity to keep it from feeling heavy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Le Casque 2015 Cabernet Franc (Sierra Foot-
hills). This handsomely oaked and nicely 

mature wine has aromas like cedar and sunbaked 
earth, and flavors like plums and mulled wine 
backed by moderate tannins and full body. The 
mouthfeel is broad and smooth. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

88 Per Caso 2013 Touriga Nacional (Adelaida 
District). This bottling from Glenrose Vine-

yard offers aromas of roasted berry, coffee candy 
and black peppercorns on the nose. The palate is 
leathery with dried berry and prune-sauce flavors, 
with a pinch of vanilla spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $49 

87 Buttonwood 2015 Malbec (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Roasted sweet plums, campfire smoke and 

balsamic reduction aromas show on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate is a tad disjointed, with dried 
fruit flavors and a zesty acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

85 Hungry Hawk 2016 Hill Springs Malbec (San 
Diego County). Concord grape jelly, wisteria, 

candied violets and a hint of dank herbs show on the 
extremely powerful nose of this bottling, which is 
impressive simply for aromatic explosiveness. The 
palate shows roasted herbs and tangy fruit flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

WASHINGTON
RIESLING

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle & Dr. Loosen 2016 
Eroica Riesling (Columbia Valley). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Disruption 2016 Riesling (Columbia Val-
ley). All of the fruit for this wine comes 

from Block 10 of Evergreen Vineyard in the Ancient 
Lakes. The aromas are exuberant, with lime, pear, 
mineral, tangerine and white peach notes. It drinks 
a hair off dry, with stone fruit and citrus flavors 
brightened by vivid acidity. Precise and detailed, it 
has a long finish. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Januik 2016 Bacchus Vineyard Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas start out 

reticent for the variety, with pear, white peach and 
green apple notes. The palate is sleek but flavor-
ful, with pleasant balance. It lacks only a bit more 
expression; perhaps additional time in bottle will 
bring it out. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Harvest Select 
Sweet Riesling (Columbia Valley). This 

wine’s apricot and jasmine aromas are followed by 
medium-sweet Nestea and stone fruit flavors. It 
goes down easy. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $9 

85 Keira 2016 Riesling (Yakima Valley). This 
wine’s apricot, flower and pear aromas lack 

clarity. It drinks just off dry, finishing warm. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

85 Washington Hills 2016 Riesling (Columbia 
Valley). Dried apple and pear, orange rind 

and ripe peach aromas lead to medium-sweet fruit 
flavors in this wine. It seems a bit washed out and 
needs a bit more acid to stand up. —S.S. 
abv: 11.98% Price: $11 

CHARDONNAY

91 Abeja 2016 Chardonnay (Washington). This 
wine’s toast, pumpkin spice and peach aro-

mas are followed by lithe, textured stone fruit fla-
vors. It hits a lot of high marks and shows beautiful 
balance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

91 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Ethos Reserve 
Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). For full 

review see page 9. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

91 J. Bookwalter 2016 Double Plot Conner-Lee 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). The 

heart of this wine comes from a block of this vine-
yard planted in 1989. The aromas recall peaches, 
lees, pumpkin spice, candy corn, chamomile tea and 
toast. There’s a sense of seriousness to the palate, 
with rich fruit flavors and a compelling texture. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $38 

91 Januik 2016 Cold Creek Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Winemaker Mike Januik 

has shown a knack for crafting top quality Chardon-
nay over the years, and this is yet another example. 
Its appealing poached pear, peach and cream aromas 
lead to medium-bodied fruit flavors with a toasty, 
lemony finish. It shows wonderful tension. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Woodward Canyon 2015 Celilo Vineyard Char-
donnay (Columbia Gorge). This wine is only 

made in select vintages and minute quantities. This 
warm vintage version benefits from the coolness of 
the site, yielding nuanced aromas of clarified butter, 
brioche, white peaches, citrus zest, lees and min-
erals. They lead to broad, textured flavors accented 
with lees notes. Some additional time in bottle 
should serve it well. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $74 

90 Abeja 2016 Chardonnay (Walla Walla Val-
ley). This estate-grown Chardonnay leads 

with elusive aromas of toast, vanilla, cream, corn 
silk and spice that emerge over time. The flavors 
are light but have lovely texture, with barrel notes 
speckled throughout. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

90 Dance 2016 Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). 
This wine’s light aromas suggest lemon 

curd, apples, pears and white flowers. The palate 
is full bodied, bringing both weight and grace, with 
stone fruit flavors that linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $37 

90 Novelty Hill 2016 Stillwater Creek Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). White 

peach, lemon and spice aromas are followed by light 
styled fruit flavors in this wine. Lemon notes carry 
the finish. It’s a very pretty interpretation of the 
variety. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 Swiftwater Cellars 2016 Zephyr Ridge Estate 
Bottled Chardonnay (Horse Heaven Hills). 

This wine’s corn, apple, pear and toasty spice aro-
mas are followed by sweet, rich stone fruit flavors 
that sail into the finish. It provides as lot of enjoy-
ment. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

89 Dusted Valley 2016 Olsen Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Yakima Valley). This wine’s cream, 

baking spice, pineapple and lees aromas lead to a 
palate marked by equal parts fruit and barrel. Tropi-
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cal flavors linger on the finish. The oak is not shy, 
but it largely pulls it off. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $36 

88 J. Bookwalter 2016 Readers Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). This wine contains 24% 

Viognier co-fermented in stainless steel with Char-
donnay predominantly from Conner-Lee Vineyard. 
Its apricot, honeysuckle, pear and apple aromas are 
followed by lightly sweet fruit flavors that show 
lovely texture and length. The Viognier plays a big 
part in the show. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

88 Seven Falls 2016 Chardonnay (Wahluke 
Slope). This wine’s peach and pear aromas 

are followed by lighter apricot flavors. Vanilla notes 
linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 14 Hands 2015 Chardonnay (Washington). 
White flower, custard and spice aromas lead 

to light but plentiful peach and flower flavors in this 
wine. Some Viognier in the blend makes its pres-
ence felt. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Drum Roll 2016 Chardonnay Monet Chardon-
nay (Columbia Valley). This wine’s melon, 

canned corn and peach aromas are followed by 
lightly creamy fruit flavors that display a pleasing 
sense of balance. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 14 Hands 2016 The Reserve Chardonnay 
(Horse Heaven Hills). Upfront aromas of 

vanilla bean, peaches and woodspice lead to plen-
tiful peach and vanilla flavors in this wine. The 
proportion of fruit and barrel flavors (from aging in 
100% new American oak) is uneasy, with the latter 
winning out. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Three Rivers 2017 Steel Chardonnay (Colum-
bia Valley). This wine’s melon, freshly sliced 

apple and pear aromas are followed by a lightly unc-
tuous palate. The mouthfeel seems at odds with the 
aromas. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

85 Foundry Vineyards 2016 Chardonnay 
(Columbia Gorge). Unusual peach, herb and 

anise aromas lead to butterscotch flavors in this 
wine. It doesn’t come together. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

85 Washington Hills 2016 Chardonnay (Wash-
ington). Light pear, peach and spice aromas 

lead to lightly creamy fruit flavors in this straight-
forward, easy drinker. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $10 

WHITE BLENDS

92 DeLille 2016 Chaleur Blanc (Columbia Val-
ley). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

90 Foundry Vineyards 2017 White on White 
(Walla Walla Valley). Walla Walla Valley 

white wines remain a rarity, but this blend of 40% 
Marsanne, 40% Viognier and 20% Roussanne 
makes a strong case for the category. Vibrant peach, 
apricot, papaya and mango aromas are followed by 
a pure, balanced palate with a lingering finish. It 
shows some pleasing subtleties. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

88 Swiftwater Cellars 2016 Proprietary White 
(Columbia Valley). This blend of 55% Sau-

vignon Blanc and 45% Sémillon leads with fig, herb 
and toast aromas, followed by broad-feeling fruit 
flavors that linger on the (quite) warm finish. It 
delivers a lot of appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

87 Waterbrook 2017 Mélange Founder’s White 
Blend (Columbia Valley). Peach, jasmine, 

pear and honeysuckle aromas lead to off-dry stone 
fruit flavors in this wine. It goes down easy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Latta 2014 Lawrence Vineyards Roussanne 
(Columbia Valley). This 100% varietal wine 

draws you into the glass with its apricot, bees-
wax, and straw aromas. The palate is full bodied 
and richly textured, showing a lot of viscosity and 
weight as well as tension to the fruit flavors. It’s a 
standout with gravitas—a red wine lover’s white. 
Savor its hyper-extended finish. Drink now–2025. 
Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

88 J. Scott Cellars 2017 Albariño (Washington). 
This wine’s generous cantaloupe, lime and 

herb aromas lead to abundant tropical fruit flavors 
backed by spritely acidity. It runs a bit warm but 
otherwise provides appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

88 Waterbrook 2017 Pinot Gris (Columbia Val-
ley). This perfumed wine offers pear, melon 

and flower aromas. The fruit flavors are lighter yet 
still fresh and juicy. It shows a lovely sense of bal-
ance. —S.S. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $15 

87 Maryhill 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Columbia 
Valley). A bit reduced on first pour, this 

opens to offer dried apple, underripe pineapple, 
herb and lemon curd aromas. The palate brings 

sleek fruit flavors backed by a big blast of acid. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $15 

87 Trinity Vineyards 2017 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Horse Heaven Hills). This wine sourced 

from Destiny Ridge Vineyard offers vibrant canta-
loupe, yellow apple and pear aormas and dry, broad 
fruit flavors with a lemony finish. It provides enjoy-
ment but little varietal character. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $24 

86 Cavatappi 2017 Pinot Grigio (Yakima Valley). 
This wine’s aromas start off quite reduced, 

making it hard to perceive the fruit. Its tropical fruit 
flavors are tart and tangy, with a lemony finish. 
Once the reduction blows off, it moves up a notch or 
two. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.86% Price: $11 

86 Maryhill 2016 Tudor Hills Vineyard Semillon 
(Columbia Valley). Fig, biscuit and lemon 

aromas lead to light fruit flavors in this wine. It’s 
intriguing but lacks concentration. —S.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

86 Snowbirds 2015 Gewürztraminer (Columbia 
Valley). This wine’s aromas jump, suggest-

ing candied ginger and oranges, lychees and flowers, 
making the variety unmistakeable. It drinks off dry, 
without the acid to stand it up. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

ROSÉS

89 David James 2017 Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). This pale salmon-colored wine offers 

melon, watermelon, strawberry and cherry aromas 
and light, dry kiwi and other tropical fruit flavors. 
With its tart finish, it brings a lot of appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

88 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2017 Rosé (Columbia 
Valley). For full review see page 17. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

88 Kind Stranger 2016 Rosé (Columbia Valley). 
A blend of Grenache, Cinsault and Mourvè-

dre, this wine is a pretty pale-salmon color. Aromas 
of wild strawberry, cherry and spice lead to a dry, 
bright, fresh, fruit-filled palate, with apple notes on 
the finish.  —S.S. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $17 

87 Three Rivers 2017 Rosé (Columbia Valley). 
Pale in color, this offers faint strawberry, 

kiwi and citrus zest aromas. The palate is light but 
flavorful, delivering kiwi and guava notes that dip in 
the middle. It seems to lack concentration at times 
but is pretty tasty. —S.S. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $15 
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87 Waterbrook 2017 AVA Series Rosé (Red Moun-
tain). It’s quite rare to see a rosé from this 

blazing hot appellation. This pale orange-tinged 
example has light cherry, herb and melon aormas. 
It drinks dry, with broad-feeling fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $15 

86 14 Hands 2017 Rosé (Washington). Mostly 
Syrah, this wine is a somewhat darker, 

electric pink color compared to most rosés from the 
state. It offers bubblegum, melon and cherry aro-
mas, drinking just off dry, with a broad feel. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Foundry Vineyards 2017 Rosé (Walla Walla 
Valley). Pale copper colored with a salmon 

tinge, this offers cherry and watermelon aromas. Its 
strawberry flavors are broad in feel and don’t quite 
come together. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $23 

86 J. Scott Cellars 2017 Grenache Rosé (Wash-
ington). This wine is a pretty shade of pale 

salmon. The aromas pop, dominated by scooped 
cantaloupe notes. The palate seems lightly spritzy, 
with broad-feeling fruit flavors. It doesn’t all come 
together. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

86 Waterbrook 2017 Sangiovese Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). A pretty pale salmon in color, 

this brings strawberry and melon aromas. It drinks 
off dry, with slightly fat fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $15 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

96 Quilceda Creek 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $200 

94 Passing Time 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Horse Heaven Hills). This wine contains 

mostly Cabernet Sauvignon from Discovery and 
Champoux vineyards, with pinches of Klipsun Mer-
lot (8%) and Champoux Cabernet Franc (4%). Its 
black currant, cassis, blackberry, graphite, scorched 
earth and herb notes intoxicate. The palate is ripe, 
textured, layered and generous but still tightly 
wound, with polished tannins and an extremely 
long finish. It is a Cabernet Sauvignon prototype—
a complete standout that is delicious now but will 
have a long life in the cellar. Best from 2023–2035. 
Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $80 

93 Passing Time 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). Almost entirely Klipsun Vine-

yard Cabernet Sauvignon , this includes 3% Bac-
chus Vineyard Cabernet Franc. The aromas are effu-
sive, with red and black raspberry, scorched earth, 
blackberry bramble, espresso, herb, green pepper 
and spice notes, revealing more on each swirl. The 

palate is suave and sophisticated, showing compel-
ling texture and structure. The finish sails. Though 
delicious now, patience will be rewarded. Best 
2025–2032, but it will have plenty of life beyond 
that. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $80 

92 DeLille 2014 Grand Ciel Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). This 100% Cabernet Sau-

vignon brings brooding notes of macerated black 
cherries, graphite, cedar, cassis, herb and barrel 
spice. Far from a big bruiser, the palate is all about 
nuance and sophistication, with impeccable bal-
ance, well-integrated tannins and a long finish. Best 
2022–2027. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $160 

92 J. Bookwalter 2015 Volume 5 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). This 100% 

Cabernet Sauvignon wine hails from the esteemed 
Dionysus Vineyard. Reserved aromas of fresh herbs, 
coffee, bittersweet chocolate, cherries, raspberries 
and plums are followed by plentiful dark fruit and 
chocolate flavors. It’s all about subtlety and nuance, 
with enough structure to go the distance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

92 Leonetti Cellar 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). Blended with 12% 

Petit Verdot and 3% Cabernet Franc, this sophis-
ticated wine shows its pedigree, with cocoa, anise, 
black tea, mint, black cherry, dried herb, bittersweet 
chocolate and flower aromas. The fruit seems ever 
so slightly dried out, with surprisingly restrained 
flavors, considering the warmth of the vintage, and 
a tight core of tannin that needs time to unwind. 
Red and black fruit flavors linger effortlessly on the 
finish. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

92 Passing Time 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). This 100% varietal 

wine blends fruit from Seven Hills and Pepper 
Bridge vineyards. The aromas draw you into the 
glass, recalling mocha, black cherries, fresh herbs 
and high toned spices. The palate is supple, refined 
and polished, with lightly grainy tannins lending 
support. It’s a very pretty expression of the variety 
that should have a long life ahead of it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

91 Betz Family 2015 Heart of the Hill Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). This 100% vari-

etal wine was partially fermented in concrete before 
being aged in all new French oak. It offers cassis, 
plum, anise, thyme, woodspice and black cur-
rant aromas, along with a light medicinal note. Its 
dark fruit flavors are rich and plush, showing sur-
prisingly soft tannins considering the variety and 
region. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $110 

91 DeLille 2015 Four Flags Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). This wine is a blend of fruit 

from Grand Ciel (30%), Upchurch (30%), Ciel du 

Cheval (26%) and Klipsun vineyards. Its vibrant 
aromas of bittersweet chocolate, graphite, coffee, 
black cherries, black raspberries and barrel spices 
lead to a palate packed to the brim with dark fruit 
flavors. Its supported by a firm handshake of tan-
nin. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $69 

91 Doubleback 2015 Estate Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). The winery’s 

first reserve-level wine, this shows some reduction 
out of the gate, making it a challenge to perceive 
its blackberry, smoke, incense and herb aromas. 
The palate brings a sense of elegance and restraint 
despite the warmth of the vintage. Perhaps some 
time in bottle will serve it well. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $145 

91 J. Bookwalter 2015 Protagonist Conner-Lee 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Val-

ley). This brings roasted coffee bean, char, leafy 
green herb, spice and cherry aromas, and the oak 
(75% new French) plays a prominent part in the 
show. The palate is rich, textured and supple, with 
plentiful black cherry and barrel flavors that linger 
on the finish. It hits the gong hard, feeling totally 
hedonistic. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

91 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Sourced from 

vineyards on Red Mountain, this has black currant, 
black cherry, espresso, pencil lead and barrel spice 
aromas that are locked up on first pour. Its dark 
fruit flavors are smooth and supple, with firm tan-
nins providing support. Coffee notes linger on the 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

90 Abeja 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). Milk chocolate, roasted coffee 

bean, black cherry and generous barrel spice aromas 
lead to supple, well-balanced fruit and barrel fla-
vors in this wine. It shows pleasing nuances. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $52 

90 Canvasback 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 15% Price: $40 

90 Pepper Bridge 2015 Estate Vineyards Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). This 

blend from Seven Hills (56%), Octave (24%), Pep-
per Bridge (14%) and Yellow Jacket Vineyards offers 
coffee bean, toast, fresh herb, flower, orange peel, 
blackberry and black cherry aromas followed by 
well-balanced fruit and barrel flavors that stretch 
out on the finish. The tannins bring some grip. Best 
after 2022. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

88 Abeja 2014 Estate Heather Hill Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). This wine’s 

milk chocolate, fresh savory herb, vanilla, black 
cherry, coffee, pencil lead and barrel spice aromas 
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are followed by lighter fruit flavors. It has smoky 
notes on the finish and a sizeable hole in the middle. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

88 Disruption 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The fruit for this wine 

comes from Purple Sage and Wahluke Slope vine-
yards. A bit reduced out of the gate, it reveals black 
cherry, blackberry and herb notes as it opens. The 
palate shows pleasing balance, with fruit and bar-
rel notes that intertwine on the smoky finish. A 
squeeze of tannin holds it all together. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Foundry Vineyards 2015 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Walla Walla Valley). This 100% 

varietal wine hails from Pheasant Run Vineyard. It 
brings cocoa, anise candy, black cherry, cedar and 
bittersweet chocolate notes. The palate is all about 
finesse, with plush, juicy fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

88 Intrinsic 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). Made using a unique process 

wherein 50% of the grapes stayed on the skins for 
nine months, this was aged in neutral French oak. 
It offers fresh black currant, dried tobacco, herb 
and green and black olive aromas. The palate is full 
of light olive and orange peel flavors. Though not 
immediately identifiable as Cabernet Sauvignon, 
it’s enjoyable all the same. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Sola 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia 
Valley). This late release from the vintage 

offers tire rubber, cinnamon, baking spice and black 
cherry aromas. Dark fruit and spice flavors fill the 
palate, ending short on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

88 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Octave Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). 

This wine’s aromas are quite subdued on first pour, 
suggesting cherries, plums, fresh herbs and baking 
spices. The palate brings focused fruit flavors and 
a firm spine of grippy, astringent tannins that need 
some time to soften. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

87 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Zephyr Ridge Estate 
Bottled Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse Heaven 

Hills). This wine’s black currant, blackberry jam 
and spice aromas are followed by black fruit flavors 
that trail toward the finish. There’s no mistaking 
the warm vintage and region it comes from. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

87 Three Rivers 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). This offers blackberry, 

potting soil, green herb and fresh flower aromas. Its 
bold cherry and herb flavors dip in the middle, with 
drying, astringent tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

87 Two Vintners 2015 Legit Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). This wine’s dried cherry, 

spice, mint, dried blackberry and asphalt aromas 
lead to quite ripe black fruit and spice flavors. 
Slightly dry, green tannins provide support. It all 
seems a bit dried out. —S.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $NA 

MERLOT

92 Leonetti Cellar 2016 Merlot (Walla Walla 
Valley). Hailing from Seven Hills, Loess, 

Leonetti Old Block and Mill Creek Upland vine-
yards, this is a standout offering of this variety. Its 
anise, dark fruit, mocha, spice, flower, earth and 
green pepper aromas lead to focused fruit flavors, 
with a firm spine of tannin, bright acidity and fin-
ish that carries. The structure augurs well for its 
longevity. Best 2021–2026. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $80 

90 J. Bookwalter 2015 Readers Merlot (Colum-
bia Valley). Most of the fruit for this wine 

comes from a block of Conner-Lee Vineyard planted 
in 1992. Somewhat light in color, it offers appeal-
ing raspberry, chocolate, dried herb and spice aro-
mas and soft, supple fruit flavors, with light savory 
herb accents from the addition of 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Juicy fruit flavors linger on the finish. It 
shows lovely balance and texture. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

88 Abeja 2015 Merlot (Columbia Valley). This 
wine’s plum, black raspberry and spice aro-

mas are followed by light fruit flavors speckled with 
vanilla accents. The tannins bring a light grip, with 
lingering barrel notes. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Disruption 2015 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
This 100% varietal wine comes mainly 

from the Wahluke Slope. Its bittersweet chocolate, 
blue fruit, peanut shell, cherry, herb and anise aro-
mas are followed by plush fruit and barrel flavors. 
It’s a lot of wine for the price. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Foundry Vineyards 2015 Merlot (Walla Walla 
Valley). This 100% varietal wine comes 

primarily from Stonemarker Vineyard. Its aromas 
intrigue, recalling black cherry candy, dark flow-
ers, sage, mint, anise and barrel spices. The palate 
is smooth and polished but trails on the finish. It’s a 
unique offering of the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $34 

88 Pepper Bridge 2015 Estate Vineyards Mer-
lot (Walla Walla Valley). This blend from 

Seven Hills, Pepper Bridge and Octave vineyards 
brings distinctive raspberry, cedar, orange zest, 
black cherry, plum, flower and spice notes. This is 
supported by firm tannins that need time to soften. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

86 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). This wine’s aromas are light, with 

herb, raspberry and spice notes. The palate offers 
grainy, astringent tannins. It doesn’t all come 
together. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

85 Three Rivers 2014 Merlot (Columbia Val-
ley). This wine’s subdued aromas of sticks, 

spices, blackberries and coffee are followed by a 
smoky, gritty palate with blackberry flavors. The 
tannins seem quite dry and scratchy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

MALBEC

93 Latta 2014 Northridge Vineyard Malbec 
(Wahluke Slope). Left on skins for 35 days 

and aged in 40% new French oak, this wine is 
perfumed, with plum, mulberry, green herb, clove, 
orange peel, scorched earth and exotic spice notes. 
The flavors are deep and layered, with spice notes 
speckled throughout. The balance is exquisite and 
the finish long. A stunning example of the variety. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

89 Columbia Winery 2015 Malbec (Columbia 
Valley). Fruit-forward aromas of plums, 

blueberries, clove and dried herbs lead to soft, 
plump fruit flavors in this wine. Coffee and rasp-
berry notes linger on the finish, providing a lot of 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

87 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Malbec (Columbia 
Valley). This wine’s aromas are locked up on 

first pour, revealing high-toned plum, blackberry, 
herb, licorice and spice notes as it opens. Its blue 
and purple fruit flavors are light and framed by 
gritty tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

SYRAH

95 Two Vintners 2015 The Waiting List Boushey 
Vineyard Syrah (Yakima Valley). The win-

ery’s first Syrah offering from this esteemed vine-
yard after years on the waiting list (hence the 
name), this stunner brings huckleberry, green herb, 
mountain blueberry, dried flower, orange peel, iron 
and bacon fat aromas. Its rich, intense and focused 
smoked meat and flower flavors linger on the finish 
for a full 45 seconds. Another feather in the cap for 
this winery and vineyard. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

91 DeLille 2015 Signature Syrah (Yakima Valley). 
This wine’s raspberry, cherry, herb, orange 

peel, coffee, smoke and spice aromas are under-
stated. The flavors showing a very pretty sense of 
styling. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $46 
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91 DeLille 2014 Grand Ciel Syrah (Red Mountain). 
This wine’s black raspberry, crushed rock, 

blackberry, smoke and plum aromas are brooding. 
Its rich but focused cranberry and cherry flavors 
linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $69 

90 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Klipsun Vineyard 
Syrah (Red Mountain). From a vineyard 

best known for its Cabernet Sauvignon, this offers 
blackberry, mineral, smoked meat and toasty spice 
aromas and full-bodied red and black fruit flavors. 
It delivers a lot of appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

89 Amavi 2015 Les Collines Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). This wine’s aromas are 

quite light, with high-toned herb and flower notes 
and plum and black licorice accents. The flavors are 
also light, trailing on the finish. An atypical show-
ing for a vineyard that’s normally quite expressive. 
—S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $47 

88 Foundry Vineyards 2015 Syrah (Walla Walla 
Valley). This blend of fruit from Cougar 

Crest, Cougar Hills and Rock Bottom vineyards 
offers exuberant blueberry pie, herb, orange peel, 
flower and smoked meat aromas. They’re followed 
by soft, pillowy fruit flavors that are more restrained 
than the nose suggests. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

87 Columbia Winery 2015 Syrah (Horse Heaven 
Hills). Aged in 54% new French, American 

and Hungarian barrels, this seems dominated by 
oak, with aromas and flavors of chocolate, vanilla 
and ash overshadowing its blueberry and flower 
notes. Its firm tannins seem out of place. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

85 Maryhill 2015 Syrah (Columbia Valley). This 
is straight-down-the-fairway Syrah, with 

berry, cocoa and spice aromas and flavors. It’s not 
very complex but enjoyable all the same. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

GRENACHE

94 Latta 2014 Upland Vineyard Grenache 
(Snipes Mountain). Aged in neutral pun-

cheons, this wine has aromas that pop, recalling 
white pepper, dried herbs, raspberry compote, 
strawberries and spice. The flavors are rich and 
intense but still maintain a sense of lightness and 
purity. The depth of the fruit is impressive, with 
wonderful texture and richness that come in waves. 
A long, sustained finish caps it off. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

92 Elephant Seven 2016 Yellow Bird Vineyard 
Grenache (Walla Walla Valley). For full 

review see page 8. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

91 Two Vintners 2016 Grenache (Columbia Val-
ley). This new offering from the winery com-

bines fruit from Olsen and Boushey vineyards. Light 
in color, it offers restrained but nuanced plum, fresh 
herb, orange peel, smoked meat, white pepper and 
raspberry aromas. There’s a pleasing sense of purity 
to the juicy fruit flavors, making it a very pretty 
interpretation of the variety. Give it plenty of time 
to open up. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

88 Angel Vine 2016 Stonetree Vineyard Gre-
nache (Columbia Valley). Quite pale in 

color, with an orange tinge, this leads with cigar 
box, Red Vine, raspberry and cherry Jolly Rancher 
aromas and elegant but sumptuous fruit flavors. 
There’s a lot to like. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $28 

RED BLENDS

94 Latta 2014 Latta Latta G-S-M (Columbia Val-
ley). The 50% Grenache and 46% Mourvè-

dre in this blend were sourced from Snipes Moun-
tain, while the Syrah hails from the Rocks District. 
It offers pomegranate, kirsch, white pepper, orange 
peel and exotic spice aromas. The palate is full bod-
ied and dazzlingly pure, with knee-buckling texture 
and density and a long, fruit-filled finish. A knock-
out. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

93 DeLille 2014 Chaleur Estate (Red Mountain). 
This blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 

Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot offers dried black 
cherry, fruit leather, barrel spice, espresso, graph-
ite, cassis, anise and scorched earth aromas. They 
lead to broad, textured but supple fruit flavors and a 
fruit-filled finish. Firm, integrated tannins provide 
support. Best 2023–2028. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 DeLille 2014 Harrison Hill (Snipes Mountain). 
This blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

25% Merlot, 9% Cabernet Franc 1% Petit Verdot 
comes from some of the state’s oldest plantings. Its 
vibrant, complex blackberry, cranberry, black cur-
rant, green pepper and dried herb aromas lead to a 
light, tightly wound but elegant palate with exqui-
site balance and texture. The finish goes on as long 
as you care to count. Far from a big, bold bruiser, 
this is a very sophisticated wine. Best 2026–2034. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

93 Leonetti Cellar 2015 Reserve (Walla Walla 
Valley). This blend of 63% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 29% Malbec and 8% Merlot comes from 
Loess, Mill Creek Upland and Seven Hills vineyards. 

Its aromas are still locked up, offering incense, bar-
rel spice, cherry, raspberry, anise and scorched 
earth notes as it opens. The palate is packed to the 
brim with black fruit flavors and tightly wound tan-
nins, maintaining its sophistication long into the 
finish. It needs time to come into its own but has 
a very long life ahead of it. Best 2026–2033. Cellar 
Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $150 

92 J. Bookwalter 2015 Chapter 8 Conner-Lee 
Vineyard (Columbia Valley). This blend of 

90% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Syrah comes 
primarily from a block of the vineyard planted in 
1988. Its aromas are focused, recalling char, toast, 
high-toned herbs, roasted coffee and cherries. The 
palate is rich, dense and structured, with a lovely 
texture. The oak is quite prominent at present. Give 
it some time to integrate. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $100 

92 J. Bookwalter 2015 Conflict Conner-Lee Vine-
yard (Columbia Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon 

makes up 47% of this wine, with the balance 45% 
Merlot and 8% Malbec. Its nuanced cherry, dark 
coffee, herb, vanilla and spice aromas are followed 
by palate-coating fruit and barrel flavors that feel 
seamless. Coffee notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

92 Devium 2016 French Creek Vineyard (Yakima 
Valley). Mourvèdre makes up just over 

three-quarters of this wine, with the balance Syrah 
and Grenache Blanc—all picked on the same day. 
Aged 16 months in neutral oak, it has aromas draw 
you into the glass, suggesting black pepper, orange 
zest and savory herbs. The palate is delicate and 
nuanced—full of herb, black pepper and smoked 
meat flavors backed by firm tannins that need a 
few hours open to unwind. It’s a unique, intriguing 
wine that should shine at the dinner table. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $34 

91 DeLille 2015 Métier (Columbia Valley). This 
wine is 38% Mourvèdre, 38% Grenache, 

21% Syrah and 3% Cinsaut. Its reserved blackberry, 
cherry cordial, herb and spice aromas lead to full-
bodied red and black fruit flavors. Give it some time 
to open up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Involuntary Commitment 2016 Red (Columbia 
Valley). This neutral French oak-aged blend 

of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Mer-
lot is a side project from the folks at Andrew Will. 
Its aromas draw you into the glass, evoking savory 
herbs, cherries, tangerine peel, fresh tobacco, green 
pepper and black olives. The palate brings pure, 
textured, seamless fruit and savory flavors that sail 
into the distance. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

91 Passing Time 2015 Red (Columbia Valley). 
Though labeled simply as a red wine, this is 
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almost all Cabernet Sauvignon, with just a pinch 
of 8% Merlot to round it out. The aromas are effu-
sive, suggesting black cherry, black licorice, incense, 
graphite and spice. The palate is polished and 
reserved, showing lovely balance and light, grippy 
tannins. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

89 Angel Vine 2016 Cluster Fus (Columbia Val-
ley). This wine is 80% Mourvèdre, with the 

rest equal parts Zinfandel and Primitivo. Its plum, 
orange peel, fresh blueberry, black pepper and 
flower aromas are pure, as are its similar flavors. 
The concentration dips a bit on the midpalate, but 
there are plenty of good things going on. Black pep-
per and orange peel notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

89 Sin Banderas 2015 Red (Yakima Valley). 
This inaugural release from this winery is a 

blend of 80% Syrah and 20% Mourvèdre. Its rasp-
berry, bacon fat, blueberry, black pepper and smoke 
aromas lead to well-balanced fruit and savory fla-
vors. Give it time to open up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

88 Disruption 2015 Red (Columbia Valley). This 
blend of 59% Cabernet, 24% Malbec and 

17% Petit Verdot shows some reduction out of the 
gate, with tire rubber notes followed by cherry, 
herb, plum and flower scents. The palate brings firm 
tannins and fleshy fruit flavors, with smoky notes 
on the finish. It punches above its weight class, 
especially once the reduction blows off. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Pepper Bridge 2015 Seven Hills Vineyard Red 
(Walla Walla Valley). This wine is a blend 

of 56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Cabernet Franc, 
20% Merlot and 2% Petit Verdot. Its mocha, black 
cherry, flower, toast and spice aromas are followed by 
medium-bodied fruit flavors. The tannins bring a fair 
amount of grit, which is unusual for this site. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

87 Intrinsic 2016 Red (Columbia Valley). This 
inaugural release of this wine is a blend of 

52% Cabernet Franc and 44% Malbec, filled out 
with small amounts of Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot. It saw no new oak, and a portion spent nine 
months on the skins. Its plum, blackberry, ashphalt, 
herb and olive aromas are pure and appealing. The 
flavors are elegant yet light in concentration. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Swiftwater Cellars 2015 Proprietary Red 
(Columbia Valley). This wine’s blackberry 

jam, dried currant, cherry, licorice and spice aromas 
are followed by quite ripe fruit flavors. The tannins 
give a light squeeze. There are good things going on, 
but the fruit seems desiccated and the tannins a bit 
gruff. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

86 Keira 2015 Revere (Red Mountain). This 
blend of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% 

Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc and 10% Malbec 
brings green pepper, plum, fresh herb, raspberry, 
dried tobacco and olive aromas. The flavors are soft 
in style, with lightly astringent tannins and a short 
finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $44 

85 Three Rivers 2016 River’s Red (Columbia Val-
ley). This light colored red offers cranberry 

fruit leather, strawberry, rose hip and red cherry 
aromas. The flavors are elegant and enjoyable yet 
lack concentration. Herbal notes linger on the fin-
ish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $15 

OTHER RED WINES

95 Latta 2014 Upland Vineyard Mourvèdre 
(Snipes Mountain). This varietal wine saw 

just a kiss (10%) of new oak. The aromas show 
blackberry, cigar box, dried herb, fresh ground 
black pepper, roasted meat and exotic spice notes. 
The flavors are rich, intense and layered, with cap-
tivating volume and weight and exquisite balance. 
A long, fruit- and spice-filled finish caps it off. It’s a 
complete stunner—one of the wines of the vintage. 
Best 2020–2026.  Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

92 Leonetti Cellar 2013 Serra Pedace Vineyard 
Aglianico (Walla Walla Valley). This is the 

first offering of this variety from the valley, from 
a recently planted vineyard by the SeVein project. 
Aged 44 months in a combination of amphorae and 
new and neutral French oak, it offers tightly wound 
aromas of blackberries, tar, dark plums, minerals 
and spices. Though high in acid, it’s full of firmly 
structured dark fruit flavors. It needs some food 
alongside it as well as time in bottle to be properly 
appreciated, but the stuffing is there. Best after 
2022. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

90 Leonetti Cellar 2015 Sangiovese (Walla 
Walla Valley). Blended with 13% Aglianico, 

this wine hails from Serra Pedace, Seven Hills, 
Loess and Mill Creek Upland vineyards. Its light 
sour cherry, anise, cigar box and spice aromas lead 
to tart fruit flavors with lightly grainy tannins and a 
long finish. All about subtlety, it needs food along-
side it to fully deliver. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

89 Columbia Winery 2015 Tempranillo (Horse 
Heaven Hills). This wine’s cherry, plum, 

flower, graphite and spice aormas lead to compact 
fruit flavors surrounded by firm tannins. Equal 
parts intrigue and delivery, it needs some time to 
unwind. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

88 Angel Vine 2014 Les Collines Vineyard Zin-
fandel (Walla Walla Valley). From a vine-

yard in the foothills of the Blue Mountains best 
known for Syrah, this has cherry liqueur, black 
licorice, currant and spice aromas and an expressive 
palate with a light medicinal note and a peppery fin-
ish. It intrigues. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $24 

88 Foundry Vineyards 2015 Cabernet Franc 
(Walla Walla Valley). This 100% varietal 

wine from Seven Hills Vineyard offers vanilla, pen-
cil lead, cranberry, savory herb and cherry aromas 
and tobacco-laced flavors that show a mixture of 
fruit and barrel characteristics. Firm, lightly dry 
tannins provide support. The oak seems a bit heavy-
handed. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $34 

87 Foundry Vineyards 2015 Petit Verdot (Walla 
Walla Valley). This wine from Summit View 

Vineyard has aromas that are brooding out of the 
gate, including high-toned notes of anise, black 
cherry candy, exotic spice and dried black fruit. It’s 
light to medium bodied and trails off on the finish.  
—S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

86 Watermill 2016 Windy Point Vineyard Petite 
Sirah (Rattlesnake Hills). This wine’s tire 

rubber, flower, cherry, cranberry and herb aromas 
lead to surprisingly elegant cherry flavors speckled 
with black pepper notes. The concentration seems 
light. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

85 Trinity Vineyards 2014 Sangiovese (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Sourced from Coyote Can-

yon Vineyards in the Horse Heaven Hills, this is an 
unusual offering of the variety. It delivers cranberry, 
leather, potting soil and herb aromas and light but 
elegant flavors speckled with spice notes. It doesn’t 
drink nearly as warm as the alcohol might suggest. 
—S.S. 
abv: 16.9% Price: $45 

NEW YORK
SPARKLING WINES

92 Sparkling Pointe 2008 Brut Séduction 
(North Fork of Long Island). This top-tier 

wine from the Long Island sparkling house shows 
a wonderfully developed nose of toasted almond, 
citrus cream and brioche. Soft, small-bead bub-
bles roll across the palate, carrying a concentrated 
stream of citrus and and salty nut flavors that linger 
for days on the finish. This méthode Champenoise 
is a blend of 45% Chardonnay, 40% Pinot Noir and 
15% Pinot Meunier and was aged eight years on the 
lees. Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $68 
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91 Hermann J. Wiemer 2013 Blanc de Blanc Estate 
Grown & Grown (Seneca Lake). This zero-

dosage méthode Champenoise bottling is warm and 
inviting on the nose, marked by brioche, lemon cus-
tard and pie crust notes. Its smooth perlage boasts 
ripe citrus and blanched almond flavors, with a 
tangy saline tone that lingers long on the finish. It 
was aged 70 months on the lees before disgorge-
ment in February 2017. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

91 Sparkling Pointe 2013 Séduction Blanc de 
Blancs (North Fork of Long Island). This 

100% Chardonnay méthode Champenoise spar-
kler boasts bright lemon rind, green apple and bri-
oche aromas. Small bubbles frame its light-bodied 
palate, with crisp tree fruit, clarified butter and 
blanched almond flavors. An invigorating salty note 
carries the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $44 

90 Sparkling Pointe 2015 Topaz Impérial Rosé 
(North Fork of Long Island). This sparkling 

blend of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier 
displays integrated tart cherry, raspberry, fig and 
lemon shortbread aromas. The palate is broad but 
soft, with delicate bubbles that carry ripe red fruit 
flavors into the lingering, saline finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $41 

89 Wölffer 2014 Noblesse Oblige Extra Brut 
Rosé (Long Island). Supervivid aromas of 

fresh strawberries, raspberries and white cher-
ries meld with a hint of buttercream on the nose of 
this sparkler. Its soft, small bubbles carry the same 
enthusiastic flavors, with a refreshing, crisp finish. 
Perfect for summer garden parties alongside fresh 
fruit salad and strawberry shortcake. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

88 City Winery of New York 2012 Brut Nature 
(North Fork of Long Island). This blanc de 

blancs offers toasted brioche, citrus cream and 
drawn butter aromas. It’s rich and broad on the 
palate, with a balanced perlage that carries crisp 
 yellow apple, citrus rind and bitter almond skin 
 flavors. Kosher. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $49 

88 Lieb 2015 Reserve Sparkling Rosé (North 
Fork of Long Island). Strawberry shortbread 

and vanilla cream aromas appear on the nose of this 
wine. The palate is frothy with aggressive bubbles, 
but forward flavors of tart raspberry, yellow plum 
skin and pie crust shine through, leading to an 
astringent, brisk finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $30 

88 Sparkling Pointe 2015 Brut (North Fork of 
Long Island). Layers of yellow and green 

apple, citrus and pastry cream abound in this fruity 
sparkler. It’s frothy and brisk on the palate, with 
loads of juicy, crisp fruit flavors that finish zesty 
and fresh. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

87 Atwater NV Bubble Rosé (Finger Lakes). This 
sparkling wine offers ripe raspberry and 

Montmorency cherry aromas. The palate is light in 
feel, with a refreshing strawberries-in-cream flavor. 
It’s an easy, crowd-pleasing wine that’s perfect for 
the beach or a barbecue. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Damiani NV Bollicine (Finger Lakes). Ripe 
yellow apple, pear and tangerine notes show 

brightly on the nose of this wine. Its frothy bubbles 
carry juicy fruit flavors that finish crisp and clean 
but short. Made predominately from Cayuga, this is 
an easy, crowd-pleasing sparkler. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

86 Anthony Nappa NV Frizzante (New York). 
Heady aromas of earthy gardenia, potpourri 

and tangerine mark this non-disgorged, bottle con-
ditioned sparkler. It’s a blend of Pinot Noir and 
Viognier, and the latter contributes a lot of the flo-
ral, orange rind and grapefruit tones. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Sparkling Pointe 2014 Noir de Noirs (North 
Fork of Long Island). High-toned red cherry 

and cranberry aromas mark the nose of this Pinot 
Noir-based sparkler. Its light-bodied palate boasts 
strawberry jam and cranberry skin flavors, with a 
mild tannic grip. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

86 Sparkling Pointe 2013 Séduction Blanc de 
Noirs (North Fork of Long Island). An inter-

esting combination of fennel seed and citrus notes 
leads the nose of this Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier 
sparkler. The texture is rounded and bolstered by 
small, persistent bubbles, with citrus and bit-
ter almond skin accents that hide under a savory, 
almost meaty note. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

ROSÉS

90 Anthony Road 2017 Rosé (Finger Lakes). 
Delicate wet stone, white flower and tart 

red-berry aromas mark the nose of this wine. The 
medium-bodied palate boasts crunchy strawberry, 
tangy mineral and pepper tones, with vibrant acid-
ity and a fuzzy, phenolic finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $16 

89 Buttonwood Grove 2017 Blanc de Franc Rosé 
(Finger Lakes). This Cabernet Franc rosé’s 

pure, fresh nose of white flowers and grapefruit 
spray leads to a tart, juicy palate. Light in profile, 
with zippy acidity, it finishes on a sour cherry note. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

89 Damiani 2017 Dry Pinot Noir Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). This wine’s white spring flower and 

soft strawberry aromas creep from the glass. Silken 
in feel, the palate shows a wealth of watermelon and 

grapefruit flavors, peppered with a delicate herbal 
lilt. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

89 Keuka Spring 2017 Dry Rosé (Finger Lakes). 
Evoking spring in full bloom, the nose of 

this wine is carried by white blossom and pollen 
scents. Silken and rounded in feel, yet with proper 
balancing acidity, it boasts ripe white plum, citrus 
and almond skin flavors that carry the palate to a 
textural, mineral-dusted finish. —A.P. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $17 

88 Billsboro 2017 Sawmill Creek Vineyards 
Rosé of Syrah-Cabernet Sauvignon (Finger 

Lakes). After some time in the glass, this reveals 
wet stone and savory red cherry notes on the nose. 
The medium-bodied palate boasts tart red berry fla-
vors, with a peppery twang and bright acidity. —A.P. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $17 

88 Fjord 2017 Cabernet Franc Rosé (Hudson 
River Region). This wine’s well-honed 

nose of peach blossom and watermelon leads to a 
medium-bodied palate, where more blossomy notes 
meld with strawberry fruit. It’s well balanced and 
easy to guzzle. —A.P. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $16 

88 Fox Run 2017 Dry Rosé (Finger Lakes). Fresh, 
tart berry and crushed stone aromas intro-

duce this rosé made from Pinot Noir and Lemberger. 
The palate is rounded in feel, bolstered by tart 
melon, grapefruit and wilting flower flavors. —A.P. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $18 

87 Billsboro 2017 Sawmill Creek Vineyards Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (Finger Lakes). This wine’s 

quiet aromas of citrus, red berry and melon grow 
more focused on the palate, with watermelon and 
sour cherry tones taking center stage. It’s rounded 
in feel, with fresh acidity that pushes through the 
fruit flavors. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

87 Buttonwood Grove 2017 Rosé (Finger Lakes). 
An electric shade of watermelon, this rosé 

boasts a wealth of melon and bubble gum tones on 
the nose and a mineral twang on the palate reminis-
cent of wet stones. With its solid structure and grip, 
it’s a great match for grilled fare. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Dr. Konstantin Frank 2017 Dry Blaufränkisch 
Rosé (Finger Lakes). This wine’s peach blos-

som and citrus aromas lead to a palate driven by 
sour cherry and creamy strawberry fruit. There’s 
some roundness to the feel and fresh, balancing 
acidity, offering a nice home for all these flavors. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

87 Heron Hill 2017 Reserve Single Vineyard Pinot 
Noir Rosé (Finger Lakes). Initially closed on 

the nose, this opens into aromas and flavors of cran-
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berry, watermelon and salt. It’s medium in weight, 
with just enough acidity for balance. —A.P. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $30 

86 Atwater 2017 Dry Rosé of Blaufränkisch (Fin-
ger Lakes). This Blaufränkisch rosé is all 

about tart watermelon, sour cherry and grapefruit 
rind tones. It’s light and spritzy, with a mild, white 
pepper-inflected finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $19 

86 Atwater 2017 Dry Rosé of Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). A bit closed at first, this 

reveals tart strawberry, watermelon and pepper 
notes as it opens. While there is roundness to the 
feel, sharp acidity drives the midpalate, eventually 
smoothing out on the finish. —A.P. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $17 

86 Barnstormer 2017 Sangiovese Rosé (Finger 
Lakes). This pale pink rosé is bright and 

fruity, with watermelon Jolly Rancher and banana 
peel tones. It’s a light, crisp and easy summer sip-
per. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

86 Silver Thread 2017 STV Estate Vineyard 
Dry Rosé of Pinot Noir (Finger Lakes). This 

wine’s blossomy tones of white flowers and pollen 
lead to a sour cherry-driven palate. Well balanced 
and rounded in feel, driving acidity carries it to a 
citrus blossom-laced finish. —A.P. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $18 

86 Thirsty Owl Wine Company 2017 Plane Vine-
yard Pinot Noir Rosé (Finger Lakes). Initially 

a bit closed, this eventually opens up to crunchy red 
berry, melon and sour cherry tones. The palate is 
light in profile, with balanced acidity and some tan-
nic grip. —A.P. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $15 

85 Heron Hill 2017 Eclipse Dry Rosé (New York). 
Rusty strawberry in color, this simple and 

soft rosé offers muddled red fruit and pepper spice 
tones. It’s easy and to the point. —A.P. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $20 

84 Wagner 2017 Dry Rosé of Cabernet Franc 
(Finger Lakes). This wine’s crushed vita-

min, pollen and soap aromas are a bit off-putting, 
but the palate is brightened up by mild strawberry 
and citrus flavors. This is quiet and subdued. —A.P. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $15 
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T
his category has quietly been on the ascent 
for years, although it rarely seems to cap-
ture headlines. But now may be the time 
for the world to pay closer attention 

 Brazil’s most popular spirit.
Like rum, cachaça is distilled from sugar-

cane. The flavor of white cachaças seems to 
hover somewhere between the 
tropical fruit funk of agricole 
rums and crisp silver rums, 
laced with lime zest and bright 
hints of ripe banana or lychee. 
These silver cachaças are ready 
for mixing into Daiquiris as well 
as Brazil’s signature cocktail, the 
Caipirinha.

The barrel-aged bottlings are 
where the spirit really shines. In 
general, the flavors are lighter 
than rum, embracing honey, 
toasted coconut and confectionary notes that 
suggest banana pudding, fresh-baked vanilla 
cookies and spice.

Producers are also honing in on South 
American provenance by experimenting with 
wood varieties that are unique to the region. 

For example, Novo Fogo uses  araiba, also 
called zebrawood, to create earthy mocha and 
sprightly orange notes in its Tanager bottling. 
Meanwhile, wood from the Brazil nut tree 
adds luscious layers of dried cherry and cocoa-
dusted custard to the Graciosa bottling. Avúa 
utilizes casks made with jequitibá-rosa, a hard-

wood variety, to add tinges of 
vanilla and spice.

While the classic Caipir-
inha is the most common way 
to work cachaça into cocktails, 
bartenders are continuing to 
experiment with the spirit. For 
example, at Detroit’s Gold Cash 
Gold, bartender Marlowe John-
son’s Dama Blanca combines 
Soul cachaça with coconut 
water, white wine syrup and a 
dash of grapefruit bitters.

Another sign that the spirit may be headed 
to more cocktail menus soon: At least one pro-
ducer, Avúa, has introduced a higher-proof bot-
tling to encourage bartenders to mix into tiki 
drinks. Also reviewed this month is a batch of 
rums. Cheers! –Kara Newman 

Cachaça: Brazil’s answer to rum

Producers are 
also honing in on 
South American 
provenance by 

experimenting with 
wood varieties that 

are unique to the 
region.

96 Maison Leblon Reserva Especial Cachaça 
(Brazil; Leblon USA, Coral Gables, FL). This 

single-batch cachaça opens with hints of banana 
cake, baking spice and golden raisins on the nose 
and palate, and slips down the throat as smooth as 
spiced honey. Each sip finishes with a restorative 
lemon zest tone and a soft vanilla glow.
abv: 40% Price: $20/375 ml

95 Novo Fogo Graciosa Cachaça (Brazil; Novo 
Fogo, Issaquah, WA). This incredibly com-

plex sipper entices with aromas of vanilla, honey 
and ripe banana. These are echoed on the palate, 
layered with surprising dried cherry and dusty cocoa 
notes, which linger into the long, gently spiced fin-
ish. A good option for an Old Fashioned variation.
abv: 42% Price: $35

95 Novo Fogo Tanager Cachaça (Brazil; Novo 
Fogo, Issaquah, WA). This tawny cachaça is 

aged in oak and araiba wood. The latter accounts for 

the orange hue as well as tones of earthy mocha and 
dried fruit on the nose and palate. Look for vibrant, 
mouthwatering fruit up front—juicy orange, dried 
cherry, dried fig and orange peel, smoothed by a 
fudge-tinged, drying exit. All it needs is ice.
abv: 42% Price: $35

90 Novo Fogo Silver Cachaça (Brazil; Novo 
Fogo, Issaquah, WA). Look for a distinctly 

funky aroma that suggests banana and lemongrass. 
The palate is light and silky, reflecting the tropical 
aromas and grassy funk. The long fade pulls in lime 
acidity and an earthy, mushroom-like umami note. 
Rested in stainless steel.
abv: 40% Price: $30

93 Avúa Jequitiba Rosa Cachaça (Brazil; Park 
Street Imports, Miami, FL). Look for just the 

faintest ruddy tinge in the glass and mild aromas of 
banana and coconut. The palate is sweet, opening 
with grassy, herbal notes and leading into a juicy, 

mouthwatering finish that suggests raspberry and 
vanilla sprinkled with black pepper and clove. Aged 
up to two years in a cask made from jequitibá-rosa, 
a hardwood tree that grows in Brazil. 
abv: 40% Price: $60

92 Leblon Cachaça (Brazil; Leblon USA, Coral 
Gables, FL). This cachaça has a faint yel-

lowish tinge and an aroma that tilts both funky and 
sweet, suggesting ripe banana plus hints of coconut 
and lychee. Vanilla sweetness leads the robust pal-
ate, finishing with plenty of ripe fruit tapering off to 
cinnamon and spearmint on the exhale. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $27

92 Soul Premium Cachaça (Brazil; Bibo Interna-
tional, Newport, RI). The aroma entices with 

tones of lychee and flowers. The palate is bright and 
bouncy, echoing that lychee note, along with hints 
of bubblegum, white pepper and pink peppercorn 
that finish long and elegantly on a rosewater exhale. 
Best Buy. 
abv: 40% Price: $25

90 Novo Fogo Silver Cachaça (Brazil; Novo 
Fogo, Issaquah, WA). Look for a distinctly 

funky aroma that suggests banana and lemongrass. 
The palate is light and silky, reflecting the tropical 
aromas and grassy funk. The long fade pulls in lime 
acidity and an earthy, mushroom-like umami note.
abv: 40% Price: $30

89 Avuá Still Strength Cachaça (Brazil; Park 
Street Imports, Miami, FL). A distinctly 

funky aroma hints at banana and a green bamboo 
note. The palate is bursting with banana and lychee 
flavors, rolling into a robust, spicy, drying finish 
loaded with ginger, white pepper and hot cinnamon. 
abv: 45% Price: $38

RUM

94 Barceló Imperial Onyx Rum (Dominican 
Republic; Shaw-Ross International, Miramar, 

FL). For full review see page 17.
abv: 40% Price: $40

94 Santa Teresa 1796 Solera Rum (Venezuela; 
Bacardi, Coral Gables, FL). Made with a 

blend of rums ranging from four to 35 years, look 
for a mild caramel aroma and plush palate echoing 
with rich vanilla bean, fudge and mocha. The drying 
finish weaves in oak and walnut, laced with a bit of 
clove zing.
abv: 40% Price: $40

92 Dubar Imperial Rum (Dominican Republic; 
RLD Imports, Houston, TX). Vanilla sweet-

ness leads the nose and palate. The first sip of this 
rum adds hints of sarsaparilla and allspice, which 
carries through to the rounded finish. Made with a 
blend of 13-, 15- and 19-year-old rums married in 
ex-Bourbon casks.
abv: 40% Price: $45

SPIRITS



BUYINGGUIDE

102  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  SEPTEMBER 2018

92 Saint James Paille Rhum Agricole (Mar-
tinique; 375 Park Avenue Spirits, Louisville, 

KY). Golden in color, this offers mild honey and 
banana aromas. The notably silky palate has a gen-
tle, custardy flavor, underpinned by tropical fruit, 
honey and vanilla tones that finish long on a cinna-
mon exhale. The overall effect is pleasing and sug-
gests vanilla cookies studded with fruit or banana 
pudding. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $22

92 Sourland Mountain Rum (USA; Sourland 
Mountain Spirits, Hopewell, NJ). Clear in the 

glass, look for sweet coconut and vanilla aromas. 
That coconut sweetness contrasts with lime acid-
ity around the edges of the tongue. Get ready to mix 
into Daiquiris and other tropical drinks. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $25

90 Twenty Boat Cask Finish Reserve Rum (USA; 
South Hollow Spirits, North Truro, MA). For 

full review see page 17.
abv: 42.5% Price: $100 

89 Saint James Imperial Blanc Rhum Agricole 
(Martinique; 375 Park Avenue Spirits, Louis-

ville, KY). Clear in the glass, the vegetal scent sug-
gests fresh-mown grass and gentle banana funk. 
The palate opens with a minty breeze, moving into 
grassy funk midpalate and finishing with a complex 
mix of menthol, peppery jalapeno zing and a coco-
nutty exhale to smooth it all out. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20
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91 Anchor Brewers’ Pale Ale Nelson Hop Blend 
(American Pale Ale; Anchor Brewing, CA). 

First brewed in 2017 and bottled in 2018, Anchor’s 
new Brewers’ Pale Ale series will feature evolv-
ing recipes that highlight different hop blends 
throughout the year. The focus of this bottling is 
New Zealand’s Nelson Sauvin hop. Even though it’s 
double dry-hopped, it still boasts a bright, citrusy 
and grassy aroma that’s backed by notes of clean 
grain and malt. The medium-bodied palate offers 
a bit more heft, with flavors of just-ripe tropical 
fruit, melon, candied orange peel and sweet cereal 
grain. It’s smooth and easy to like, with a clear and 
precise finish that boasts just the right amount of 
pithy bitterness.
abv: 5.3% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

91 Deschutes Red Chair NWPA (American Pale 
Ale; Deschutes Brewery, OR). This pours a 

gorgeous deep-amber color, with a slight haze and 
a finger’s worth of foam that shows good retention. 
The nose boasts forward citrusy-zest aromas, hop 
resin, cut grass and some rich tropical-fruit tones 
that are countered by a thread of lightly toasted 
grain. It’s smooth on the palate, with a round 
mouthfeel and rich notes of caramel malt that flood 
the midpalate. The finish, however, is all hop—you 
could mistake this for an IPA with the bitterness 
that rides through on the finish.
abv: 6.2% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

90 Deschutes Mirror Pond Pale Ale (American 
Pale Ale; Deschutes Brewery, OR). This 

single-hop (Cascade) pale ale is now available in 
cans, perfect for outdoor activities and gather-
ings. It’s certainly forward in its hop profile, with 
assertive aromas of pine resin, grapefruit peel and 
orange oil and zest that flood the nose. The clear 

copper-amber colored pour shows a solid white 
head and offers a robust caramel-malt backbone to 
the medium-weight mouthfeel. It’s full and smooth 
in texture, with moderate carbonation and a touch 
of bitterness on the close that lends a light drying 
sensation to the finish.
abv: 5%  Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

89 Saugatuck Paled It! (American Pale Ale; Sau-
gatuck Brewing Co., MI). Bright and clear in 

the glass, this pours a beautiful medium-gold color 
with a frothy white head. The bouquet is fresh 
and fruity, with forward scents of ripe pineapple, 
mango, sweet clementine and ruby grapefruit. The 
smooth, lightly creamy mouthfeel is flavorful and 
well-balanced, with more of those sweet citrus and 
tropical fruit tones sharing the stage with a pep-
pery, crackery malt core and medium carbonation. 
A dry, almost piny impression unfolds on the finish, 
lifting the ripe fruit flavors and ending with a kiss 
of bitterness.
abv: 5.5% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

89 Sketchbook Honeybird Pale Ale Brewed With 
Honey and Basil (American Pale Ale; Sketch-

book Brewing Company, IL). A clean golden-orange 
color, this canned pale ale is brewed with locally 
sourced honey and Thai holy basil. It’s an inter-
esting pour, with the basil immediately noticeable 
on the nose, complemented by a soft, floral hop 
presence and sweet malt and honey character. It’s 
medium in body, with moderate carbonation to help 
counter the sweeter aspects of the brew. The herbal 
tones mellow through the sip, with a slight astrin-
gent kiss on the finish that lends a cleansing, drying 
sensation to the close. It’s ideal for those that prefer 
a non-aggressively hopped pale.
abv: 5.7% Price: $11/16 oz 4 pack

88 Samuel Adams Pale Ale (American Pale 
Ale; The Boston Beer Company, MA). This 

slightly hazy, golden pour opens with assertive piny 
and grassy hop aromas, perhaps a bit more sugges-
tive of an IPA as opposed to a pale ale. The medium-
bodied palate offers a pronounced sweet-malt core 
of caramel and biscuit flavor that grounds the 
intense citrus-rind hop profile, with lingering notes 
of lemon oil, rind and some resinous pine notes. A 
good amount of bitterness remains through the dry-
ing finish, ending slightly slick and sticky.
abv: 5.4% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

WHEAT BEERS

89 Coronado Orange Ave Wit (Witbier; Coro-
nado Brewing Co., CA). Brewed with orange 

zest, coriander and orange blossom honey, this 
canned wit pours a cloudy gold color, with a solid 
white head that dissipates rather fast. The nose 
offers a forward scent of orange peel to start, with 
supporting notes of Honeycomb cereal, lemon 
drop and yeasty spice. The medium-weight palate 
is smooth and rather mouthfilling, with moderate 
carbonation and flavors of sweet biscuit and raw 

 

I
t’s easy to misunderstand pale ales. To 
start, the style’s name doesn’t exactly 
excite. Merriam-Webster dictionary defines 
pale as “deficient in color or intensity of 

color, not bright or brilliant, feeble, faint or 
deficient in chroma.” Synonyms include dull, 
faded, light and washed-out. Innocent drink-
ers are apt to assume that the 
resulting product is a light, soft, 
easy-drinking selection of little 
intensity, complexity or charac-
ter. Sounds delicious, right?

Beyond the name, there’s 
also quite a bit of stylistic va-
riety within the category. This 
leaves consumers wondering 
exactly what they’re going to 
find within any given pale ale-
labeled bottle. It takes a bit of 
understanding, and perhaps some brewery re-
search, to determine what one should expect 
from a brand’s individual pale ale offering.

Pale ales cover a wide spectrum of colors, 
ranging from light gold to medium copper and 
all shades in between. And while they may not 
have the over-the-top character of their IPA 
brethren, pale ales are by no means lacking in 
flavor or distinction.

American pale ales typically have promi-
nent fruity, floral and/or citrusy hop character-
istics of varying intensity. They vividly express  
the hop varieties that are used, sometimes even 
aiming to express the overall profile of one spe-
cific hop variety (like the new Anchor Brewers’ 
Pale Ale lineup does). 

A technique that’s become 
increasingly popular for Amer-
ican pale ales is dry- hopping, 
a process in which hops are 
added, usually in secondary 
fermentation, to produce a 
greater aroma and fresh or un-
cooked hop flavor to the beer’s 
profile. Since the hops aren’t 
boiled, the oils aren’t extract-
ed from the flowers, meaning 
the process doesn’t impart ad-

ditional bitter ness but only pure hop flavors 
and aromas. 

The key to successful pale ales, however, 
is that they are balanced by a proportionate  
amount of malt to counter any overly pro-
nounced hoppiness. They should exhibit a 
hop character, but never be completely over-
whelmed by them. 

Prost!  —Lauren Buzzeo 

Fall for pale ales

While they may not 
have the over-the-

top character of 
their IPA brethren, 
pale ales are by no 
means lacking in 

flavor or distinction. 
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dough that carry through to the dry finish alongside 
a clove-spiked orange-peel accent. 
abv: 5.2% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

88 Lord Chambray Blue Lagoon (Witbier; Lord 
Chambray, Malta). This traditional Belgian-

style wit is brewed with coriander and bitter orange 
peels. A hazy golden-yellow color in the class, it 
pours with a cloudy white head that shows good 
staying power. The bouquet is bright and citrusy, 
with abundant notes of lemon and orange peel that 
are partnered with fresh wheat and white pepper 
accents. The palate is smooth and slightly sweet, 
with medium carbonation to help counter the 
weight and sweet citrus impressions, all leading 
into a dry, spicy finish. P&M Beverage Imports, LLC.
abv: 5% Price: $5/11.2 oz

88 Samuel Adams Hefeweizen (Hefeweizen; 
The Boston Beer Company, MA). A hazy, 

golden color in the glass, this pours with a giant off-
white head that shows good retention. Familiar hefe 
notes of banana, clove and yeasty spice are pres-
ent at the outset, complemented by a core of sweet 
cereal and bread dough. The mouthfeel is smooth 
and seductive, round and plush in rich, malty wheat 
tones that dominate the palate, overshadowing the 
peppery citrus and baking-spice tones until they 
reappear on the dry finish. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

87 Highland Brewing Seasonal Stargazer White 
(Witbier; Highland Brewing, NC). The brew-

ery’s first seasonal release to be offered in cans, 
this bright wit is brewed with grapefruit peel, can-
died ginger and coriander, as well as some locally 
sourced rye malt that nicely complements the spicy 
character of the Belgian ale yeast. It’s a fun, slightly 
twisted take on a traditional recipe, with bold, spicy 
tones throughout the hazy bright-yellow pour that 
are prominent without being overwhelming. Hints 
of pastry dough and sweet grass lend a pleasant 
impression to the palate, while the dry finish offers 
some lingering astringency and a lemon rind flavor. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack


