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TOP 100 
BEST BUYS 

OF 2018 F
rom high-powered business executives to recent college graduates, there’s one thing 
that unites everyone: the love of a good bargain. The rush you get from discovering a 
special bottle that also stretches your dollars to the max is almost indescribable—and 
the bragging right for being the first to score it is always a cherry on top. 

Well, excuse us while we toot our own horn, but we just dropped the motherlode of 
killer value buys for every wine lover. 

Each year, we assiduously select the wines that make up our Top 100 Best Buys list, a 
ranking of the most attainable, buzzworthy, well-priced and simply delicious pours 

available. More than 1,400 bottles were eligible this year (our most yet!), and, 
as usual, we’ve included something for everyone by exploring the full scope 

of the vinous world. With 16 countries and more than 35 different grape 
varieties represented, this list has all the wines you want, from tried-

and-true Prosecco and California Zin to out-of-the-box selections 
from Texas and Bulgaria. 

And to top it off, this list boasts an average bottle 
price just over $12 and an average rating just under 

90 points. So, there you have it. The cat’s out of 
the bag. Now go and snag these bargain buys 

before someone else beats you to it!

B Y  T H E  E D I T O R S  O F  W I N E  E N T H U S I A S T 

Our favorite 
wines for $15 

or less.



TOP 100 BEST BUYS I 2018

1

90 Bogle 2015 Old Vine Zinfandel 
(California). Another great value from 

Bogle, this wine is very polished and smooth. 
Blackberry and blueberry flavors abound on the 
full-bodied palate, with fine-grained tannins. 
There are no rough edges, just wonderful fruit-
iness and light salt-and-pepper spices. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

2

91 Pizzolato 2016 Fields Brut (Prosecco). 
Made entirely with organic grapes, this 

delicately sparkling wine boasts enticing scents 
of white spring flower, beeswax and pear. The 
vibrant, ethereal palate is loaded with finesse, 
offering Rennet apple, lemon and mineral 
alongside crisp acidity and a light, elegant perlage. 
Natural Merchants, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 11%  Price: $13 

3

91 Duck Pond 2017 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). With exceptional texture and 

detail, this young wine transcends the vast 
majority of similarly priced Oregon Pinot Gris. 
Grapefruit, melon and nectarine flavors are there 
in abundance, with highlights of lemon zest and 
defining acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13%  Price: $14 

4

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2016 Les Abeilles de 
Colombo Red (Côtes du Rhône). This 

buoyant red wine is marked by aromas of ripe 
blackberries, blueberries and anise. It’s full 
bodied and plump but balanced by crisp acidity 
and a firm, tannic finish. An easy-drinking but 
classic Côtes du Rhône, it has just a hint of 
mineral intensity. Enjoy now–2021. Taub Family 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $12 

5

92 Golan Heights Winery 2016 Mount 
Hermon Red (Galilee). A nose of cassis 

and vanilla sets the scene for flavors of black 
cherry, blackberry, butterscotch, juniper and 
violet. It’s easy on entry, offering smooth tannins 
that slowly reveal themselves, culminating in a 
floral and cranberry finish. Kosher. Yarden Wines, 
Inc. —M.D. 
abv: 13.9%  Price: $13 

6

89 Spier 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Stellen-
bosch). Medium-intense notes of fresh 

orange, firm mango, green melon and ripe goose-
berry form the bouquet of this easy-to-like wine. 
The palate is well balanced, with ample acidity 
that highlights the crisp tropical and citrus 
fruits. Hints of lemon and lime peel lend a pithy 
accent to the finish. Enjoy it for its freshness now. 
Saranty Imports. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $9 

7

90 Three Thieves 2016 Chardonnay 
(California). Extremely rich and creamy, 

this full-bodied Chardonnay has abundant 
baking-spice and butter aromas, and ripe fruit 
flavors reminiscent of Anjou pears and butter-
cream. It’s nice and fat in texture, reasonably dry 
but mouthfilling and soothing on the palate and 
during the lingering finish. The Thieves are on 
a roll with Pinot Noir and Chardonnay at great 
prices. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $8 

8

90 Alvarez de Toledo 2015 Roble Mencía 
(Bierzo). Welcoming aromas of berry 

fruit come with a bit of oaky menthol in support. 
A full palate, bright acidity and slightly edgy 
tannins make for a healthy ride. Plum, currant 
and juicy berry flavors are choppy on a fresh, bold 
finish. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $14 

9

90 Loosen Bros. 2016 Dr. L Dry Riesling 
(Mosel). More mineral than fruit, 

this dry white is a fantastic value, expressing 
Riesling’s most crystalline character. Tangerine 
and green apple flavors are crisp and concen-
trated, showered in streams of lime acidity and 
cool mineral sensations. Drink now through 
2020. Loosen Bros. USA. —A.I. 
abv: 12%  Price: $12 

10

90 Santa Julia 2017 Reserva Malbec (Valle 
de Uco). Dry, crisp plum and berry 

aromas form a clean opening to this juicy style of 
Malbec. Pepper, dark plum and blackberry flavors 
are linear and don’t waver on a fresh finish. 
Winesellers, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $13 

11

92 Aveleda 2015 Follies Casa da Aguieira 
Touriga Nacional (Bairrada). From the 

Quinta da Aguieira, this serious, concentrated 
wine has the violet perfume typical of Touriga 
Nacional. It is a rich, dense and tannic wine, full 
of black fruit, dark chocolate and bright acidity. 
Drink this wine from late 2018. Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $13 

12

90 Gionelli 2015 Montepulciano d’Abruzzo. 
Immensely fresh spiced cherry and 

currant aromas meld effortlessly with clove and 
cigar box on the nose of this excellent value buy. 
The palate is round and fleshy in feel, boasting 
a ripe red plum flavor that is underscored by 
racy black currant, delicate spice and well-knit 
tannins. Prestige Beverage Group. —A.P. 
abv: 13%  Price: $15/1.5 L 

13

90 Toad Hollow 2017 Eye of the Toad Dry 
Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). 

This is a highly drinkable offering, with notes 
of strawberry and cherry that are inviting and 
creamy. Focused acidity quenches the palate and 
brings further highlights of grapefruit and water-
melon. —V.B. 
abv: 11.5%  Price: $14 

14

89 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). This wine bursts with 

ripe peach, honeysuckle and jasmine aromas. It 
drinks off-dry, the palate redolent of juicy stone 
fruit and mouthwatering acidity. The balance is 
exquisite. More, please! —S.S. 
abv: 12%  Price: $9 

15

90 Sogrape 2016 Silk & Spice Red (Portu-
guese Table Wine). This blend across 

different regions of Portugal celebrates the 
voyages of Portuguese explorers in the 15th 
and 16th centuries. It is a juicy, ripe wine, well 
structured and rich. With warm red fruits and 
balanced acidity, this smooth wine can be enjoyed 
now. Evaton, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $13 

16

90 J. Lohr 2016 Wildflower Valdiguié 
(Monterey). This bottling of an obscure 

grape originally from France shows crushed 
violets and tart boysenberry on the nose. Best 
served with a slight chill, it packs black plum 
skin, potpourri and marjoram flavors onto the 
palate. It is both refreshing and satisfying. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $10 

17

91 Bodegas Berceo 2016 Más de Berceo 
Graciano (Navarra). Cassis and lightly 

stewed plum aromas are fruity to the point of 
jammy. This Graciano from Navarra is thick 
and flush, with grabby tannins. Flavors of dark 
fruits are chocolaty and slightly herbal, while 
this is toasty, chewy, dense and balanced on the 
finish. For the price, this is a total steal. National 
Refrescos Import Company, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $8 

HOW THE WINES BREAK DOWN           ARGENTINA :  4         I            AUSTRALIA :  4         I           AUSTRIA :   4         I           BULGARIA :  1         I           CHILE :  4                          FRANCE :  13        I           GEORGIA :  1         I           GERMANY :  5         I           GREECE :  1         I           ISRAEL :   2          I          ITALY :  9      CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE...  
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18

90 Bulgariana 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Thracian Valley). Ruby in the glass, the 

nose offers aromas of black plum, blackberry, 
brown spices and a whiff of cotton candy. On the 
palate, there are flavors of black cherry, dried 
plum and blackberry. The tannins are smooth and 
the persistent finish has a touch of black pepper 
spice. G&B Importers. —J.J. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $11 

19

91 Alois Lageder 2016 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Beautiful aromas of creamy apple, 

white flower and ripe pear carry over to the bright 
delicious palate along with a hint of lemon zest. 
Crisp acidity lifts the lingering finish. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13%  Price: $14 

20

92 Château le Peyrat 2015 Red (Castillon 
Côtes de Bordeaux). This wine is finely 

balanced—an impressive mix of ripe fruit and 
rich tannins. A smoky character envelops its rich 
blackberry and plum flavors, all underlined with 
tannins. It needs to age and will be best from 
2020. Terroir Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $15 

21

91 Plungerhead 2015 Petite Sirah (Lodi). This 
very full-bodied wine is a great deal for 

$14. It tastes smoky and spicy, weaving herba-
ceous, savory nuances with meaty ones while a 
rich and relatively gentle texture coats the palate 
and holds onto the charred, beefy flavors on the 
finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15%  Price: $14 

22

91 Quinta de Chocapalha 2015 Castelão 
(Lisboa). This wine comes from the oldest 

vines in the estate. Richly fruity, it has dense 
blackberry flavors as well as layers of tannins. The 
dry core of the wine and its acidity promise aging. 
Solid and ripe, the wine needs to age. Drink from 
2019. MundoVino–The Winebow Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $12 

23

91 Handpicked 2016 Version Chardonnay 
(Victoria). This brand, which employs 

an army of winemakers from around the world 
to make dozens of wines under the Handpicked 
label, has succeeded in crafting a delicious, 
delicate Chard at an affordable price. Attractive 
notes of red apple peels and blossoms are backed 
by a hint of baking spice and a copper penny tang. 
The palate is light and fresh, with a tight, chalky 
texture and a long ginger and apple-peel finish. 
One to sip with salads and seafood. American 
Spirits Exchange Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13%  Price: $15 

24

90 Black’s Station 2016 Malbec (Yolo 
County). Dark in color, this full-bodied 

and firmly tannic wine offers a black pepper tone 
with just-ripe blueberry and licorice flavors. 
These notes fan out on the finish and leave a ripe 
aftertaste. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9%  Price: $12 

25

89 Adolf & Heinrich Fuchs 2017 Grüner 
Veltliner (Burgenland). A touch of stone 

fruit and slight creaminess of color notes fresh 
pear. The palate has a lovely ripe lemon freshness 
and a sunny ripe notes of pear. The finish is dry, 
fruity and fresh. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $10 

26

92 Provam 2017 Portal do Fidalgo Alvarinho 
(Vinho Verde). Pure Alvarinho from one 

of the top producers in the Monção and Melgaço 
subregion of Vinho Verde, this wine is ripe, full 
of fresh green and white fruits, and is well struc-
tured. There is a zest of minerality going through 
the palate which adds intensity. Drink from 2019. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $15 

I          NEW ZEALAND :  2       I       PORTUGAL :  9       I        SOUTH AFRICA :  2      I         SPAIN :  10       I          UNITED STATES :  29   OREGON: 5 / WASHINGTON:   7 / CALIFORNIA:   16 / OTHER:   1

 Average rating: 89.2              Average Price:  $12.32

27

90 Muirwood 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Arroyo 
Seco). Anjou pear, apple blossom, tangy 

lime skins and a wet cement aroma show on 
the nose of this bottling, which comes from a 
40-year-old vineyard. It’s zippy on the palate, 
with lime skin and petrol flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $12 

28

89 Llano Estacado 2017 Signature Rosé 
(Texas). Enticing aromas of strawberry 

and fresh-squeezed lemon juice are accented by 
white pepper on the nose of this blend of 34% 
Cinsault, 31% Carignan, 22% Mourvèdre and 
13% Grenache. Ripe pink grapefruit and straw-
berry flavors are sunny on the palate, backed by 
juicy lemon-lime acidity that leads into a clean, 
zesty finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13.3%  Price: $10 

29

91 L’Ecole No. 41 2017 Old Vines Chenin Blanc 
(Columbia Valley). Old-vine Chenin Blanc 

is becoming increasingly rare in the state as vines 
are pulled out to replant more profitable varieties. 
What a shame. The aromas here offer notes of 
freshly sliced pear, cantaloupe, banana, melon 
rind and papaya. The bone-dry palate brings an 
abundant tropical-fruit flavor and a strong sense 
of acidity. It lingers on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $15 

30

88 Global Wines 2016 Q do E Encontro Bical 
(Bairrada). Bical, the local white of 

Bairrada on the central coast of Portugal, is used 
to make sparkling wines. Here in this still wine, 
it shows its crisp nature and fine acidity. It is 
light and fruity, with a perfumed citrus character. 
Drink now. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $8 

31

91 The Crusher 2016 Pinot Noir (California). 
Fully ripe and rich, this mouthfilling wine 

oozes black plum and clove aromas, vibrant black-
cherry and coriander flavors and is bolstered by 
firm tannins and a full body. It’s big, bold and 
complex at the same time. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $15 

32

91 Château Peyros 2014 Tannat-Cabernet 
(Madiran). Under the same ownership 

as Château Haut-Selve of Bordeaux, this estate 
produces a structured Madiran. It’s a richly 
perfumed wine, showing great tannins as well 
as generous, juicy black fruits and acidity. 
It will be ready to drink from 2020. Baron  
Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14%  Price: $15 

33

90 Disruption 2016 Riesling (Columbia 
Valley). All of the fruit for this wine 

comes from Block 10 of Evergreen Vineyard in the 
Ancient Lakes. The aromas are exuberant, with 
lime, pear, mineral, tangerine and white peach 
notes. It drinks a hair off dry, with stone fruit and 
citrus flavors brightened by vivid acidity. Precise 
and detailed, it has a long finish. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $13 

34

90 Korbel NV Blanc de Noirs (California). 
Elegant and plush, this wine is both 

light and rich at the same time, as it combines a 
fine mousse of bubbles with good fruit and spice 
flavors and a creamy texture. Everything is well-
blended and harmonious, as well as concentrated 
enough to have a long and lightly ripe finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12%  Price: $14 

35

89 Delas Frères 2016 Saint-Esprit White 
(Côtes du Rhône). This luscious, richly 

textured wine is full of ripe yellow apple, pear 
and grapefruit flavors accented by hints of nut, 
clove and vanilla. Dry and pleasantly plump, it’s 
balanced neatly by fresh, lemony acidity and a 
smoky, salted caramel-inflected finish. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —A.I. 
abv: 14%  Price: $12 
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36

89 Höpler 2014 Pannonica Red (Weinland 
Österreich). Lots of fleshy black and red 

cherry fruit swishes on nose and palate. It is juicy 
fruit that firmly stands in the foreground on a 
fluid palate, which also has lovely, exciting tinges 
of white pepper spice. The body is fresh and light, 
the finish is refreshing and moreish. USA Wine 
Imports. —A.K. 
abv: 13%  Price: $11 

37

90 Monte da Ravasqueira 2016 Red 
(Alentejano). The wine is tight, still 

young, with dry tannins and juicy acidity. Coming 
from a blend that is dominated by Touriga 
Nacional, Aragonez and Syrah, the wine is both 
perfumed and firmly structured. Its wood aging 
is just a hint. Drink this wine from 2019. LGL 
Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $9 

38

90 Banyan 2017 Gewürztraminer (Monterey 
County). This is a fascinating wine at all 

turns. The color is not darker than water, and the 
aromas are extremely juicy with orange blossom, 
poached pear, bubblegum and gardenia—one of 
the most aromatic bottlings around. The palate 
is bone dry with a chalky flavor and backbone, 
yet hints of bubblegum and plumeria give 
warmth. —M.K. 
abv: 11.7%  Price: $14 

39

90 Calcu 2014 Reserva Especial Malbec 
(Colchagua Valley). Flush, ripe berry 

and herbal notes come together well in this 
Malbec. It’s fresh and bustling on the palate, with 
energy and primed acidity. Dark, spicy plum and 
berry flavors are lightly herbal and come with 
tones of chocolate and oak. Global Vineyard  
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $14 

40

90 Château Mourgues du Grès 2017 Galets 
Dorés White (Costières de Nîmes). Hints 

of nut, honeycomb and vanilla accent sunny 
yellow apple and tangerine fruit here. It’s a silky, 
luscious dry wine anchored by lemony acidity. 
The finish lingers long, with a bristling lime pith 
note. David Bowler Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $14 

41

89 Estancia 2017 Pinot Grigio (California). 
Light citrus aromas and tangy apple 

flavors give this light-bodied wine a lively person-
ality. From a long-time value-oriented brand, 
it has good fruit acidity, very fresh fruit flavor 
nuances and a crisp, clean finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $12 

42

90 Hooked 2015 Pinot Noir (Baden). Intense 
black plum and cherry perfume juxtapose 

savory tones of smoked nuts and wet earth in this 
fresh and fruity yet composed wine. Plump black-
fruit flavors are broad and rich but framed by 
brisk acidity and a trace of mineral complexity. 
A fantastic introduction to German Pinot that’s 
surprisingly easy on the wallet. This cuvée is also 
labeled under the Gryphon Crest brand. Rudi 
Wiest Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14%  Price: $14 

43

89 Indaba 2017 Sauvignon Blanc (Western 
Cape). This crisp, clean white offers 

upfront scents of freshly dried grass, orange 
peel, lemon custard and fresh mint. The palate 
shows great balance between the flavors of ripe 
apple flesh, strawberry hull and bright, citrusy 
acidity, while the herbal inflections return to 
accent the medium-length finish. Drink now. 
Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $12 

44

90 Marietta Cellars NV Old Vine Lot 66 Red 
(California). It’s great to return to an 

excellent, honest-tasting fruit-driven wine that 
has very good balance, an appetizing texture 
thanks to fine-grained tannins and light spicy 
elements to complement the pure cherry and 
berry core. It’s the kind of wine that doesn’t get 
tiring, and it will be ideal to stock up on. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $14 

45

89 Bieler Family 2017 Daisy Pinot Grigio 
(Washington). This wine was cofer-

mented with Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling and 
Muscat. The aromas are compelling, with notes 
of freshly cut apple, petroleum jelly, honey-
suckle, peach and pear. There’s a beautiful sense 
of lightness, texture and freshness to the fruit 
flavors that linger on the finish. The balance is 
exquisite. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8%  Price: $12 

46

89 St. Urbans-Hof 2016 Nik Weis Selection 
Urban Riesling (Mosel). Cutting yellow-

peach and tangerine flavors are restrained 
in ripeness but nuanced by delicate hints of 
earth and crushed slate. Off dry and light in 
body, this is a spine-tingling, zesty Riesling 
with a salty crushed mineral finish. HB Wine  
Merchants. —A.I. 
abv: 10%  Price: $12 

47

89 Zolo 2017 Sustainably Farmed Estate 
Grown and Bottled Malbec (Mendoza). 

Wiry plum and berry aromas are sassy in front of 
a plump, slightly rubbery-feeling palate. Roasted 
blackberry and savory oak flavors give this Malbec 
a meaty profile. Leftover weight with verve make 
for a full but lively finish. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8%  Price: $12 

48

88 Caves Aliança 2014 Aliança Red (Dão). A 
smooth ripe wine, full of red fruits and 

bold kaleidoscope flavors. It has acidity, plenty 
of spice and a generous feel that comes from the 
oak aging and superrich fruits. Drink now. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $10 

49

89 Salt of the Earth 2016 Flore de Moscato 
(California). This wine is intensely sweet 

and concentrated, overflowing with late-harvest 
aromas like pear syrup and honeysuckle and full 
of dried apricot and honey on the palate. It will 
make a good dessert paired with toasted nuts or 
dried cheese. —J.G. 
abv: 7.5%  Price: $12 

50

89 Villa Schinosa 2016 Laghiglione Red 
(Puglia). Fresh, vibrant aromas of 

red berries and dark cherries are highlighted 
by graphite accents on the nose of this 60% 
Primitivo and 40% Syrah blend. The medium-
bodied palate offers an engaging balance between 
juicy fruit and tense mineral and spice tones. 
Medium-grained tannins offer just enough grip 
and help extend the fruity finish. Massanois 
Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13%  Price: $12 

51

89 Dopff & Irion 2016 Crustacés White 
(Alsace). Fresh, vivid notes of juicy, ripe 

pear make for an inviting nose. The palate has 
the same easy, fruit-driven freshness: plenty of 
pear edged by lemon freshness. This is light, dry, 
easy and moreish. Drink soon. Dreyfus, Ashby & 
Co. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5%  Price: $12 

52

90 Substance 2016 Cs Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are 

compelling, with notes of fresh herb, black 
currant, black raspberry and black cherry, 
showing a pleasing sense of purity. The flavors 
are soft and pure, with sleek black-fruit notes 
lingering on the finish. Firm tannins back it up. 
It’s a fruitful expression of the variety and a 
superb value. Drink now. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $15 

53

90 A to Z 2017 Riesling (Oregon). This 
reliable value producer makes a 

thoroughly enjoyable dry Riesling inflected with 
plenty of lush fruit. Fermented and aged in 
stainless steel, it brings apple and peach notes 
forward, with lingering lemon meringue flavors, 
boosted by bright acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 12%  Price: $15 

54

88 Barkan 2016 Classic Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galil). Dark ruby to the eye, this wine 

offers a bouquet of cherry and lavender. Its black-
berry, strawberry, orange zest and bittersweet 
chocolate flavors are set amid slightly grippy 
tannins that are overcome by strong acidity, 
especially towards the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13%  Price: $10 

55

90 Château Lamothe de Haux 2017 
Bordeaux Blanc. A blend of Sauvignon 

Blanc, Sémillon and Muscadelle, this wine offers 
ripe fruit and a rich texture. Apricot, pear and 
warm fruit flavors are well cut by the acidity and 
mineral texture. It is balanced, rich and fruity, 
crisp at the end and hinting at a more herbal 
character. Drink the wine now. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $15 

56

88 Beringer 2015 Founders’ Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). Sturdy and 

flavorful, this is a well-made, dry and moderately 
tannic wine that smells beefy, salt-and-peppery, 
and tastes juicy like raspberries and cherries 
with a little bit of meatiness coming through for 
complexity. The texture has good grip and acidity 
so the wine will pair well with big proteins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8%  Price: $10 

57

90 Domaine Houchart 2017 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). For a Provence rosé, this has 

a definite pink color. It also has plenty of weight 
to match its colorful character. The raspberry 
fruit and bright acidity all go well together in this 
ripe, harmonious wine. Drink now. David Milligan 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $15 

58

90 Michele Chiarlo 2016 Le Orme (Barbera 
d’Asti). Fragrant purple flower, baking 

spice and black-skinned berry aromas mingle 
with an earthy whiff of forest floor. On the 
succulent palate, supple tannins and fresh acidity 
balance juicy Marasca cherry, crushed raspberry 
and licorice. It’s easy drinking and savory. Drink 
through 2020. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $15 

59

90 Casa Agricola Alexandre Relvas 2017 
Herdade de São Miguel Colheita Selecci-

onada Branco (Alentejano). This zesty and tangy 
wine is packed with yellow fruits and citrus. Short 
oak aging has given a spicy edge that enhances the 
refreshing fruitiness of the wine. Drink from early 
2019. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $15 
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60

90 Foris 2016 Pinot Blanc (Rogue Valley). 
The alpine conditions at Foris push 

this into a style that’s different from Willamette 
Valley Pinot Blancs. Bracing minerality drives this 
bus, with refreshing flavors of celery, cucumber 
and green melon. It’s persistent, squeaky clean 
and quite delightful. —P.G. 
abv: 14%  Price: $15 

61

90 Franklin Tate 2015 Tate Shiraz (Margaret 
River). There’s plenty of complexity 

in this bargain wine. The nose leads with ripe 
blueberries, florals, mocha, wet earth, dates and 
sumac. It’s plush and juicy on the palate, with 
silky tannins, a medium body and a long, tangy 
finish. Drink now. Indigo Wine Group. —C.P. 
abv: 14.7%  Price: $15 

62

90 Kirkland Signature 2015 Premier Cru 
(Chablis). Produced by major Chablis 

producer Jean-Marc Brocard for the Kirkland 
label, this wine a blend from different premier 
cru vineyards. It has plenty of richness to give the 
wine weight while never losing sight of a steely 
edge and acidity. It is fruity, crisp and also ripe. 
Drink now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $15 

63

90 DFJ Vinhos 2014 Grand’Arte Shiraz 
(Lisboa). Part of a series of wines 

showcasing single grape varieties, this highlights 
the perfumed character of Shiraz. Richly fruity, 
it’s softly textured with supple tannins and is 
ready to drink. Multiple U.S. importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13%  Price: $15 

64

88 Lenz Moser 2017 Grüner Veltliner 
(Niederösterreich). Gentle peardrop 

and Conference pear aromas segue into fresh 
lemon notes on this wine’s light, dry and easy-
drinking palate. It finishes clean. Niche Import  
Company. —A.K. 
abv: 12%  Price: $12/1 L 

65

90 Raconteur 2015 Red (Columbia Valley). 
Cabernet Sauvignon (70%) takes 

the lead here, with the balance in Syrah. The 
aromas fascinate, evoking gun smoke, spice, 
Bing cherry, black currant, dried herb and fresh 
flowers, with the oak influence dialed way back. 
The flavors show dazzling purity and richness, 
along with a grip of tannins and a meaty, smoke-
laced finish. It’s a whole lot of wine in a nearly  
oak-free style rarely seen from the state at this 
price point. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9%  Price: $15 

66

89 Castello di Gabbiano 2015 Chianti 
Classico. Made with 90% Sangiovese, 

5% Merlot and 5% Colorino, this juicy wine 
opens with aromas of blue flower, black-skinned 
berry and a whiff of tobacco. The savory palate 
doles out Marasca cherry, licorice and black 
pepper alongside velvety tannins. Enjoy over the 
next few years. Treasury Wine Estates. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $13 

67

89 Château Souverain 2016 Merlot 
(California). Smooth and medium in 

body, this supple wine has fresh and engaging 
cherry and berry flavors, with subtle oak spices, 
mild tannins and soft acidity. It’s well balanced, 
polished and pleasing. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9%  Price: $13 

68

89 Bodega Classica 2014 Hacienda Lopez de 
Haro Crianza (Rioja). Savory aromas of 

medicinal oak combined with spicy, minty berry 
and cherry scents make for a good opening. A 
fairly full palate is balanced by healthy acidity, 
while this wine tastes of plum, berry fruits, 
vanilla and tobacco. A solid finish with nothing 
extreme is the final seal. Askari O.H. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $14 

69

89 D’Arenberg 2017 The Stump Jump 
Riesling (Adelaide). This wine shows 

lemon-lime, peach, florals and a touch of honey 
on both the nose the palate. There’s just a bit 
of residual sugar to balance out zippy citrusy 
acidity. This could develop in bottle for a few 
years but is drinking perfectly nicely now. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 11%  Price: $13 

70

89 Underground Wine Project 2017 And Why 
Am I Mr. Pink? Rosé (Columbia Valley). 

A very pretty pale-salmon color, this blend of 
Sangiovese and Syrah brings exuberant aromas 
of strawberry bubblegum, honeydew melon and 
pink-grapefruit peel. It drinks dry with plenty of 
strawberry and grapefruit flavors that persist on 
the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $13 

71

88 Two Birds One Stone 2017 Blanc (Vin de 
France). This is a bright, inviting wine, with 

pure aromas of lemon, lime, white melon rind and 
a touch of seashell. The lightweight palate is fresh 
and zippy in acidity, with additional flavors of green 
apple and lime zest that carry through to the mouth-
watering finish. Wine Circle. —L.B. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

72

87 Castaño 2016 Monastrell (Yecla). This 
Monastrell’s raisiny, candied aromas are 

ripe but a touch flat. In the mouth, it’s raw and 
rough, with slightly abrasive tannins. Herbal 
red plum flavors accent its dry, scratchy finish. 
European Cellars. —M.S. 
abv: 13%  Price: $8 

73

88 Sun Garden 2016 Gewürztraminer 
(Pfalz). Just a dash of sweetness accen-

tuates this wine’s soft fruity nature. It’s a fresh, 
fruity Gewürztraminer offering juicy grapefruit 
and white-peach flavors balanced by citrusy 
acidity. This easy-drinking sip is to be enjoyed 
young. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5%  Price: $11 

74

89 Wine by Joe 2016 Chardonnay (Oregon). 
This wine’s easygoing juicy green apple 

fruit is highlighted with cilantro and a generous 
squeeze of lime. Crisp, fresh and widely available, 
it’s a fine, all-purpose quaffing white. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $14 

75

88 Lionel Osmin & Cie 2017 Villa Grand Cap Gros 
Manseng (Vin de France). Slightly round 

and opulent in style, this opens with attractive 
scents of yellow apple, honeydew, guava and passion 
fruit. The medium-weight palate offers a slightly 
creamy sensation thanks to waves of ripe pear, peach 
and melon. Ample acidity lends balance and lift to 
the close. Vintage Imports, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

76

89 Domaine Costa Lazaridi 2016 Oenodea 
Malagouzia-Moscato-Sauvignon Blanc 

(Drama). Tropical fruit, white flower and citrus 
aromas give this wine a flamboyant start. On 
the palate, it offers lush pear and tropical fruit 
flavors beautifully balanced with a mineral 
snap. A distinctive white at a great price. Nestor 
Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 13%  Price: $14 

77

89 Girardet 2015 14 Vines Red (Umpqua 
Valley). This wine’s name is a reference 

to the original plantings at this seminal Umpqua 
winery. The blend includes eight of those grapes, 
some quite obscure. It’s gamy, earthy and quite 
charming, with a gentle touch of leather. There’s 
plenty of nicely balanced cherry and plum fruit, 
making it a versatile light red. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1%  Price: $14 

78

88 Bodegas Aquitania 2016 Bernon Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). Flowery white-fruit 

aromas are mellow. A round melony palate is 
a touch soft but holding on. Melon and peach 
flavors are basic but perfectly good, while this is 
just vital enough on the finish. Drink up! Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13%  Price: $12 

79

87 Schmitt Söhne 2016 Crisp and Fruity 
Riesling (Rheinhessen). While closed on 

the nose, the palate of this easy-drinking Riesling 
is plump in tones of juicy yellow peach and citrus. 
It’s a lively, mouthwatering sip offering just a 
touch of bitter herb on the finish. Drink now 
through 2019. Schmitt-Söhne USA. —A.I. 
abv: 10%  Price: $9 
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80

88 Hay Maker 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This is light, bright and 

well priced wine that offers high-toned notes of 
lemon, pear, pineapple and a hint of green bell 
pepper. The slightly oily texture is balanced by 
zippy acidity and a long, juicy finish. Accolade 
Wines NA. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $12 

81

88 Bodegas Dios Baco S.L. NV Riá Pitá 
(Manzanilla-Sanlúcar de Barrameda). 

This wine’s precocious nose includes nutty stone 
fruit and talcum powder aromas. Its full yet fresh 
palate is rich, with salted dried apple and peanut 
flavors. It finishes on a base note of salted nuts. 
Cordelina Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 15%  Price: $12/500 ml 

82

88 Le Val 2017 Merlot (Vin de France). Medium-
intense and slightly creamy in feel, this 

plush, ripe wine boasts upfront notes of blackberry, 
boysenberry and raspberry on the nose and mouth. 
The fruity core is partnered with a backdrop of va-
nilla and sweet spice, all framed by dusty tannins 
that lend a satiny texture. Final hints of bramble and 
cocoa grace the finish. Vintners Alliance. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

83

87 Mezzacorona 2017 Pinot Grigio (Trentino). 
White spring-flower and orchard-fruit 

aromas take center stage on this straightforward 
and enjoyable white. On the bright palate, fresh 
acidity offsets honeydew melon and green apple. 
A hint of mineral marks the tangy finish. Prestige 
Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $10 

84

88 Santa Carolina 2016 Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). This is 

crisp, fresh and exemplary for value-priced 
Cabernet. Lightly herbal cherry and cassis 
aromas are clean, while this feels right. A touch 
of toast, along with dark spice and cassis flavors, 
is about all you can ask for. Carolina Wine 
Brands USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13%  Price: $12 

85

87 Pata Negra 2017 Verdejo (Rueda). This 
wine’s snappy tangerine and orange peel 

aromas include a green note of cactus. It’s a simple 
but well-made Verdejo with a tight, peachy palate 
and a citrusy kick of acidity. It closes with unripe 
stone fruit flavors. CIV/USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13%  Price: $9 

86

89 Guilbaud Frères 2016 Clos de Beauregard 
Vieilles Vignes Sur Lie (Muscadet Sèvre 

et Maine). This is a soft and creamy-textured 
wine. Its crisp apple aromas bring out the bright 
character as well as the ripe lemon and green-
plum fruitiness. It is floral, stylish and ready to 
drink. The House of Burgundy. —R.V. 
abv: 12%  Price: $13 

87

88 Teliani Valley 2016 Saperavi (Kakheti). 
A bouquet of raspberry and white 

chocolate precedes flavors of blackberry, 
blueberry, clove, anise and flint. This well-
integrated wine offers velvety tannins and a 
bright cranberry finish. Georgian House of 
Greater Washington, LLC. —M.D. 
abv: 13%  Price: $12 

88

88 Chakana 2017 Maipe Malbec (Mendoza). 
Cherry and berry aromas with citrusy 

tropical notes are suggestive of Sangria. This 
Malbec is full, firm and pulling on the palate. 
Exotic flavors of blueberry and black currant are 
gamy, while this is reserved on the finish. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13%  Price: $13 

89

87 Yellow Tail NV Pink Bubbles (Australia). 
There’s a slight sweetness to this simple 

sipper but the pretty, ripe strawberries and straw-
berry-leaf characters, along with a decent lick of 
acidity, keep it refreshing. For the price, this fizz 
is one for the ice bucket on a sweltering summer 
day. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —C.P. 
abv: 11.5%  Price: $10 

90

88 Cline 2016 Estate Grown Syrah (Sonoma 
Coast). Velvety and grippy on the palate, 

this is a well-made, fairly priced red that tastes of 
smoky earth, leather and cured meat. A touch of 
reduction highlights a tannic backbone of power 
and intensity. —V.B. 
abv: 14%  Price: $13 

91

88 Marisco Vineyards 2017 The Ned Waihopai 
Valley Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). A 

pretty Sauvignon Blanc that’s easy to like, this 
shows a bright nose of limes, blossoms, stone 
fruit and a hint of jalapeño pepper. Drink this 
crisp, zippy sipper on a hot summer’s day. Vinovia 
Wine Group/Marisco Vineyards USA. —C.P. 
abv: 13%  Price: $13 

92

88 Viña Otano 2017 Rosé (Rioja). A light 
salmon color and dusty aromas of citrus 

fruits lead to a solid palate with just enough 
acidity to support the wine’s grabby texture. Dry 
flavors of melon and papaya don’t scream loudly, 
while this tastes of citrus peel and feels a bit tight 
on the finish. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12%  Price: $13 

93

87 Cantine Ermes 2017 Vento di Mare Made 
with Organic Grapes Grillo (Sicilia). 

Aromas of honeysuckle, tropical fruit, citrus and 
crushed herb practically jump out of the glass. It’s 
fresh and juicy, with grapefruit, honeydew melon 
and a hint of saline alongside tangy acidity. USA 
Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5%  Price: $10 

94

87 Viña Maipo 2015 Vitral Reserva Carmenère 
(Central Valley). Lightly spiced aromas of 

plum and licorice are varietally correct. This wine 
feels energetic, albeit a touch choppy. Blackened 
plum and berry flavors end with hint of toasty oak 
and caramel. Fetzer Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $11 

95

87 Segura Viudas NV Brut Estate Bottled 
Método Tradicional (Cava). A mild, clean 

nose offers hints of clover and talcum powder, 
along with citrus and apple notes. This is simple 
on the palate, while chalky lime and apple flavors 
finish fresh. Freixenet USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12%  Price: $11 

96

87 Trivento 2016 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). This wine’s berry 

and plum aromas are standard and don’t offend 
in any way. It feels a bit lean yet is fresh and crisp. 
Its spicy plum and currant flavors are mildly 
reedy, while spice notes and dryness drive the 
finish. Excelsior Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5%  Price: $11 

97

87 Undurraga 2017 U Estate Grown Sauvignon 
Blanc (Central Valley). Dry, citrusy aromas 

pop on the nose of this wine. It’s more round in 
feel, with green fruit and herb flavors. Bell pepper 
and jalapeño notes show on the finish. Maritime 
Wine Trading Collective. —M.S. 
abv: 13%  Price: $11 

98

88 Tenuta Iuzzolini 2016 Gaglioppo (Cirò 
Classico). Ripe red cherry, clove, 

cardamom and black pepper make for an inviting 
nose. The palate is juicy in feel, with balanced 
acidity, medium-grained tannins and a gentle 
woodsy spice tone. IVDC Wines, LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 13%  Price: $12 

99

88 Zantho 2017 Pink Rosé (Burgenland). 
The nose is subdued on this pink wine, 

the palate comes in with lemony cheesecake notes 
and rounded freshness. This is easy, citrussy 
and dry, with notions of bottled strawberries. 
Winemonger. —A.K. 
abv: 11.5%  Price: $13 

100

86 Borsao 2016 Garnacha (Campo de 
Borja). Both on the nose and palate, this 

Garnacha is mildly angular and pinching, with a 
sense of rawness brought on by hard tannins. Its 
foxy plum flavors are jumpy and nervy, finishing 
peppery and jagged. Fine Estates From Spain. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5%  Price: $9 


