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Cherry-hued Tavel in the glass
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L
ong before the days of #yeswayrosé, long 
before Post Malone’s Maison No. 9 brand 
or those rosé-fueled gatherings that flood 
Instagram in shades of blush, the real OG 

of pink wine was Tavel.
There’s nothing new or trendy about rosé in 

Tavel, the famed region in the Southern Rhône 
devoted exclusively to rosé pro-
duction. For centuries, it was 
known as the “king of rosés,” 
adored by French kings and 
touted by writers like Balzac  
and Hemingway.

Today, amid the sea of pale-
pink poolside quaffers that dom-
inate the rosé market, Tavel has 
struggled to find its place. But 
for anyone who’s ever desired 
a bit more oomph from rosé or 
vacillated between a white and red to pair with 
dinner, these sommelier darlings are worth 
seeking out.

Like most French rosé, Tavel is made pre-
dominantly from red grapes—typically a blend of 
Grenache, Syrah, Mourvédre or Cinsault—aug-
mented by a small proportion of white grapes 

like Clairette or Picpoul for freshness and vitality.
Compared to the flush salmon pinks of most 

rosé, Tavel is often shockingly saturated in 
color—more fuschia or fiery sunset. Most rosé 
gets its pale hues from a quick soak or direct 
pressing of juice from grape skins. By contrast, 
Tavel is typified by a long maceration on grape 

skins, often as long as 48 hours. 
Deeper in extraction, wine 
from this region is richly con-
centrated in its blackberry and 
cherry flavors and structured by 
fine tannins. Its black-fruit fla-
vors are nuanced by complexi-
ties of earth, garrigue and spice. 

Robust enough to improve 
with age, wines from Tavel often 
veer closer in style to a delicate 
red wine than rosé. It drinks 

equally well in the fall or winter months as it 
does in spring or summer. Far beyond pairing 
with delicate salads or picnic fare, Tavel’s rich-
ness, tannins and peppery backbone harmonize 
beautifully with the heartiest of barbecues or 
even curries laden with perfume and spice.

 —Anna Lee C. Iijima

Think Tavel for year-round rosé enjoyment
RHÔNE VALLEY

For anyone who’s 
ever desired a 

bit more oomph 
from rosé, these 

sommelier  
darlings are worth 

seeking out.
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92 Château de Manissy 2020 Langoustière 
(Tavel). While this dry, salt-rimmed rosé 

would indeed make a fantastic companion to lan-
goustines and seafood, Langoustière refers to a high-
quality, old-vine parcel of land in Tavel. Intensely 
pink and concentrated in black-plum and raspberry 
flavors, this bold wine drinks more like a delicate 
red than your standard poolside pink. Framed with 
subtle tea tannins and a fringe of scorched garrigue, 
it’s a solidly built rosé to enjoy well through 2023. 
Weygandt-Metzler. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

92 Château de Trinquevedel 2020 Tavel. Con-
sistently one of the most elegant Tavel bot-

tlings available in the U.S., this perfumed rosé bal-
ances rich red-cherry and raspberry flavors against 
a spray of blossoms and sprightly tangerine acidity. 
Full bodied but thirst quenching, the wine is built 
solidly enough to drink well as a year-round rosé 

through at least 2023. Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

91 Château d’Aqueria 2020 Tavel. Delicate notes 
of red cherry and apple blossom introduce 

this full-bodied but freshly concentrated expression 
of Tavel. A blend of Grenache, Syrah, Cinsault and 
Clairette, it highlights zippy blackberry and crisp 
black-plum flavors against a backdrop of cassis 
acidity and lingering veins of graphite. This delight-
ful dry rosé should delight red and white wine lov-
ers alike. Kobrand. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Delas Frères 2019 La Comballe (Tavel). Tasted 
in March 2021 soon after it was submitted, 

this 2019 Tavel proves the longevity of a well-made 
Tavel. Sour cherry on the nose is delicate, but it’s 
a fresh-fruited and penetrating dry rosé. Deep pink 
in color, the wine highlights crisp, lip-smacking 

black-cherry and raspberry flavors edged by shards 
of cut stone and delicate ruffles of wild mint and 
lavender. Delicious now the wine is likely to drink 
well through the end of 2022. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine Corne-Loup 2020 Tavel. Almost gar-
net-hued in the glass, this plum-scented, Gre-

nache-dominant blend offers all the blackberry and 
blueberry richness of a red wine with the freshness 
and thirst-quenching quaffability of a rosé. Accented 
by spikes of burnt caramel, granite and smoke, it’s 
an elegant, satisfying and dry wine that drinks well 
anytime of the year. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

91 Domaine Maby 2020 Prima Donna (Tavel). 
Just a shade shy of ruby in the glass, this 

richly concentrated rosé highlights piercing black-
berry and blueberry flavors edged by a grip of tea 
tannins and rose-petal perfume. This substantial 
wine should continue to drink well through 2023. 
DB Wine Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Les Vignerons de Tavel 2020 Trésor des Sables 
(Tavel). Crisp strawberry and cherry-blos-

som notes perfume this full-bodied but freshly bal-
anced Grenache blend. Deep pink in color, the juicy 
wine is packed with sun-kissed red-cherry and 
berry flavors along with a zesty spine of crushed 
stone and salty minerals. Delicious young, the wine 
is solid enough to drink well through 2023. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Château de Manissy 2020 Cuvée des Lys 
(Tavel). A touch of burnt caramel lends 

spice to notes of red plums and cherry blossoms in 
this invigorating dry rosé sourced from organically 
farmed Grenache (60%), Syrah (20%) and Clairette 
(20%). It’s luscious on the palate but thirst-
quenching and spry, with a long, invigoratingly min-
eral finish. Delightful young, the wine should hold 
through 2022. Weygandt-Metzler. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Domaine Maby 2020 La Forcadière (Tavel). 
Hints of caramelized sugar and watermelon 

introduce this juicy, fresh-fruited expression of 
Tavel. Primary in red-cherry and strawberry flavors 
and delicate in tannins, it’s an approachable, thirst-
quenching dry rosé best enjoyed young. DB Wine 
Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Les Vignerons de Tavel & Lirac 2020 Cuvée 
Royale (Tavel). Shockingly plum-colored 

in the glass, this berry-scented, dry rosé balances 
forward, fruity notes of red cherry and blackberry 
against firm strikes of graphite and cut-stone min-
erality. Full bodied and refreshingly composed, it’s 
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98 O’Shaughnessy 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). This red is youthful, 

wound-up and full of tension. Plush, polished tan-
nins add to a weighty mouthfeel filled with deep 
flavors of cassis and blood orange, with seasonings 
of sage, herbes de Provence and black and white 
pepper. A showcase of sophisticated complexity, it 
will do well in the cellar. Enjoy 2028–2038. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $140 

98 Quilceda Creek 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of black rasp-

berry, dried herb, cherry, incense, cranberry and 
spice explode from the glass. The flavors undulate 
across the palate, creamy in feel, with layer upon 
layer of fruit and barrel flavors. It is completely 
seamless, with outrageous balance—the quintes-
sential hammer in a velvet glove. The finish carries 
off into the distance. Best after 2032. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $200 

97 Adelaida 2018 Signature Viking Estate Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Adelaida District). 

This suave, polished wine starts off with aromas of 
black and red fruits, seasoned with black pepper, 
graphite, black olive, oregano and bay leaf. The acid-
driven palate combines savory tones of soy, mush-
room, coffee bean and dark chocolate with lush 
black-currant and blueberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $125 

97 Horsepower 2018 Sur Echalas Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). The aromas jump from 

the glass, with laser-focused notes of funk, firepit, 
peat, black olive tapenade, Stargazer lily, crushed 
flower and wet rock. The palate is full in feel, rich 
and intense, loaded with fruit and savory flavors that 
extend on a potpourri- and olive-brine-filled finish. 
It’s outrageous in its appeal, a nearly overwhelming 
expression of this region. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $121 

97 O’Shaughnessy 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This is such an outstanding 

wine at any price, but here we’re talking about out-
standing value as well. Notes of iron and crushed 
rock lead to a lengthy balance of juicy red fruit 
and clove. With small amounts of Merlot, Malbec, 
Saint-Macaire and Cabernet Franc, it shows a deft 
hand at blending, with lasting notes of black pepper 
and nuanced oak. E ditors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

97 Stone The Crows 2018 Three Twins Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A full-

bodied and richly layered wine, this impresses in its 
rapturous notes of oak, caramel and black cherry. 
Dense and well structured, it delivers intensity 
alongside nuanced elements of crushed rock, earth 
and underlying acidity. Enjoy 2028–2038. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $110 

The Wine Enthusiast 
Buying Guide

The Buying Guide includes ratings and reviews of new-release 
and selected older beverage alcohol products evaluated by Wine 
Enthusiast magazine’s editors and other qualified tasters. Regular 
contributors to our Buying Guide include Tasting Director  Alexander 
 Peartree, Editor-in-Chief Susan Kostrzewa, Managing Editor  Lauren 
 Buzzeo, Assistant Tasting Director Fiona  Adams,  Contributing Edi-
tors Michael Schachner, Anna Lee C. Iijima,  Christina Pickard, Mike 
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reviewers  and the score and tasting note reflect the input of all 
tasters. Unless otherwise stated, all spirit reviews are by Kara 
Newman and all beer reviews are by John Holl.

Each review contains a score, the full name of the product, its 
suggested national retail price, its alcohol (abv) as reported to us 
by the submitter and a tasting note. If price or alcohol content 
cannot be confirmed, NA (not available) will be printed. Prices 
are for 750-ml bottles unless otherwise indicated. 

TASTING METHODOLOGY AND GOALS
All tastings reported in the Buying Guide are performed blind. 
Typically, products are tasted in peer-group flights of from 5–8 
samples. Reviewers may know general information about a flight 
to provide context—vintage, variety or appellation—but never 
the producer or retail price of any given selection. When possible, 
products considered flawed or uncustomary are retasted. 

ABOUT THE SCORES
Ratings reflect what our editors felt about a particular product. 
Beyond the rating, we encourage you to read the accompanying 
tasting note to learn about a product’s special characteristics.

 Classic 98–100: The pinnacle of quality.
 Superb 94–97: A great achievement.
 Excellent 90–93: Highly recommended.
 Very Good 87–89: Often good value; well recommended.
 Good 83–86: Suitable for everyday consumption;  
  often good value.
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  critical circumstances.

Products deemed Unacceptable (receiving a rating below 80 
points) are not reviewed.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
Editors’ Choice products are those that offer excellent qual-

ity at a price above our Best Buy range, or a product at any price 
with unique qualities that merit special attention.

Cellar Selections are products deemed highly collectible 
and/or requiring time in a temperature-controlled wine cellar to 
reach their maximum potential. A Cellar Selection designation 
does not mean that a product must be stored to be enjoyed, but 
that cellaring will probably result in a more enjoyable bottle. In 
general, an optimum time for cellaring will be indicated.

Best Buys are products that offer a high level of quality in 
relation to price. Wines meriting this award are generally priced 
at $15 or less, and are designated Best Buys after surpassing a 
specific quality-to-price ratio benchmark.

SUBMITTING PRODUCTS FOR REVIEW
Products should be submitted to the appropriate reviewing lo-
cation as detailed in our FAQ, available online via winemag.com/
contact-us. Inquiries should be addressed to the Tasting & Review 
Department at 914.345.9463 or email tastings@wineenthusiast.
net. There is no charge for submitting products. We make 
every effort to taste all products submitted for review, but there 
is no guarantee that all products submitted will be tasted, or 
that reviews will appear in the magazine. All samples must be 
accompanied by the appropriate submission forms, which may 
be downloaded from our website.

LABELS
Labels are paid promotions. Producers and importers are given 
the opportunity to submit labels only after the reviews have been 
finalized and assigned to a specific issue. Labels are reproduced 
and printed along with tasting notes and scores. For information 
on label  purchases, contact Denise Valenza at 813.571.1122; fax 
866.896.8786; or email dvalenza@wineenthusiast.net

Find all reviews on our fully searchable database at  
winemag.com/ratings
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96 Belle Glos 2019 Las Alturas Pinot Noir ( Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Firm lines of graphite and 

loamy earth streak through the opulent aromas 
of black plum and dried violet on the nose of this 
brooding Pinot Noir. The palate is a whirlwind of 
exuberance, as leathery tannins wrap around more 
graphite minerality, dried violet and lavender, 
stewed plum and a touch of bitter sweet cocoa on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

96 Borgogno 2016 Fossati (Barolo). Under-
brush, wild berry, rose and camphor aromas 

form the enticing nose along with a whiff of forest 
floor. The youthfully austere, savory palate deliv-
ers ripe red cherry, raspberry compote, star anise 
and botanical herb framed in firm, refined tannins. 
Bright acidity keeps it balanced. This stunner is def-
initely one for the cellar. Drink 2026–2041. Ethica 
Wines. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $119 

96 Cayuse 2018 Wallah Wallah Special Syrah 
#12 Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). Earth, funk, 

smoked meat, ash, black olive, peat and medicinal 
aromas lead to a tour de force of fruit and savory fla-
vors that are flat-out intense. It’s the finish of this 
wine, however, that most impresses. It grabs you 
and shakes you and refuses to let go. It’s shockingly 
good. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $175/1.5 L 

96 Dr. Loosen 2014 Wehlener Sonnenuhr 
Réserve Alte Reben Riesling GG (Mosel). 

Sourced from 130-year-old, ungrafted vines on blue 
slate soils and matured four years —two in barrel, 
two in bottle—prior to release, there’s so much to 
marvel at with this reserve bottling. Opulent in tex-
ture yet svelte and smartly angled, it offers penetrat-
ing yellow plum and lime flavors edged by layers of 
salt, slate and smoke. It should continue to evolve 
well through 2030 at least. Loosen Bros. USA. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $92 

96 Ettore Germano 2017 Prapò (Barolo). 
Crushed mint, rose, woodland berry and 

forest floor aromas lead the nose in this full-bodied 
stunner. Firmly structured but boasting poise and 
precision, the focused palate delivers red cherry, 
blood orange, tobacco and star anise alongside a 
backbone of noble tannins. A tangy oyster shell note 
lingers on the close. Drink 2027–2037. Sussex Wine 
Merchants. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

96 Famiglia Anselma 2016 del Comune di Mon-
forte (Barolo). Underbrush, pressed rose 

and wild berry aromas mingle with nutmeg and 
a hint of flint in this fragrant red. The elegantly 
structured palate features strawberry compote, 
ripe cherry, grilled porcini and baking spice before 
a graphite finish. Taut, refined tannins and fresh 
acidity keep it nicely balanced. Drink 2024–2036. 
Crus & Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

96 Far Niente 2018 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). An outstanding vin-

tage of a beautiful wine, this includes 6% Petit Ver-
dot and 3% Malbec. Tobacco, sage, cedar and pencil 
shaving contrast well against a foundation of rich, 
layered red fruit, from currant to cherry, and well-
integrated specks of peppery, spicy oak. Enjoy from 
2028–2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

96 Iron Horse 2016 Estate Bottled Brut 
Rosé Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). 

Blending 60% Pinot Noir and 40% Char-
donnay, and given a nice amount of time in 
bottle, this is a beautifully layered and acid- 
driven sparkler that shines in fresh strawberry, 
peach and grapefruit peel. The texture is nuanced, 
elegant and silky, with a fine mousse and hint of wet 
stone. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

96 Marcarini 2016 Brunate (Barolo). Entic-
ing aromas of blue flower, woodland berry, 

menthol and pipe tobacco shape the expressive 
nose. Full-bodied and youthfully austere, the linear 
palate features Morello cherry, spiced cranberry, 
licorice and wild mint alongside noble tannins. 
Fresh acidity keeps it well balanced. Drink 2026–
2046. Empson USA Ltd. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 
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96 Massolino 2017 Margheria Serralunga d’Alba 
(Barolo). Wild berry, cedar, scorched 

earth and camphor form the nose along with spicy 
accents. Tightly wound and firmly structured, the 
savory palate also shows finesse, offering dried 
cherry, blood orange, licorice and tobacco framed in 
firm, refined tannins. Drink 2025–2032. Vineyard 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $114 

96 Royal Tokaji 2016 5 Puttonyos Aszú Red 
Label (Tokaji). Gold reflections glimmer in 

this amber-colored sweet wine that has aromas of 
apricot, yellow peach and Bartlett pear. The palate 
shows flavors of acacia honey, canned apricot and 
Anjou pear. The finish has enough acidity to stand 
up to the sweetness. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $65/500 ml 

96 Small Vines 2018 TBH Vineyard Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Citrus-

driven freshness exudes from this estate-grown 
white, with accents of earth and white flower chim-
ing in. Stone, honeycomb and a trace of nutmeg give 
it complexity and lasting elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $72 

96 Sojourn 2018 Oakville Ranch Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Oakville). This spectacu-

lar wine is a knockout—richly layered and full in 
feel, with flecks of crushed rock, iron and mineral. 
Powerfully built, it has underlying elegance and 
grace. The earthy and herbal components are unde-
niably compelling and complex. Enjoy from 2028–
2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $145 

96 Ten Acre 2018 Ritchie Vineyard Horseshoe 
Block Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). 

This supremely concentrated and yet lively wine 
expertly balances energizing acidity against won-
derful ripeness and richness. Subtle almond, butter  
and vanilla aromas meet lime, mint and butter-
scotch flavors on a full body, with a mouthfilling 
texture and lingering finish. Best from 2024. Cellar  
Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $78 

96 Williams Selyem 2019 Westside Road Neigh-
bors Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Bright 

and compelling, this blend from several sites exhib-
its tremendously impressive notes of rose petal, for-
est floor and blood orange. Strawberry, raspberry 
and cherry flavors layer into the ethereal midpalate, 
with a length of cardamom on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $75 

95 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Praepositus 
Kerner (Alto Adige Valle Isarco). This gor-

geous white opens with aromas of smoke, ripe 
yellow stone fruit, alpine herb and a hint of spice. 
Full-bodied and elegant, the dry, delicious palate 
has a great depth of flavor, including apricot, yellow 
pear, white pepper and flinty mineral. Crisp acid-
ity restrains the rich flavors. Drink through 2027. 
Abbazia di Novacella USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

95 Benovia 2018 Cohn Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma County). This single-vineyard 

wine is rich and inviting on the nose and palate, with 
smooth, seductive tones of wild raspberry, blueberry, 
nutmeg and white pepper. Medium in weight, it has 
balance and richness in equal measure, with bright 
acidity and a sultry texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

95 Brokenwood 2014 ILR Reserve Semillon 
(Hunter Valley). Aromatically open and 

perfumed, this wine shows notes of lemon balm, 
pineapple rind and honeysuckle framed by nutty, 
toasty characters. The palate is still fresh as a daisy. 
A waxy texture counterbalances the bright, bouncy 
citrus, tropical fruit and herb tones. The finish is 
long and mouthwatering. Drink now–2029. Old 
Bridge Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $34 
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95 Calera 2018 Jensen Vineyard Pinot Noir (Mt. 
Harlan). An elegant array of baked berries 

and creamy masala chai pull the nose deep into this 
single-vineyard bottling from the legendary appel-
lation. Dark fruit flavors meet with lavender and 
peppery spice on the palate, which is wrapped in 
sticky tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $100 

95 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Grand Cru (Clos 
Saint-Denis). This Grand Cru in the village 

of Morey Saint-Denis has produced a powerful, 
dense and bold wine, reflecting the concentration 
of the vintage. Rich and structured, the bold mixed 
berry flavors and smoky spice promise aging poten-
tial. Drink from 2026. Taub Family Selections. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $350 

95 Domaine Divio 2019 Kalita Vineyard Côte à 
Côte Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). This wine 

offers deep blackberry and black cherry flavors. 
Aging in 30% new oak adds streaks of espresso, 
clove and dark chocolate to the finish. The sturdy 
tannins are full and ripe, and there is a slim thread 
of graphite running through the tail. Drink through 
2033. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

 

95 Domaine Serene 2018 Côte Sud Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). This lovely wine 

is textured and deep, mixing soft fruit flavors of pear 
and peach with resonant barrel notes (40% new) of 
buttery brioche. The acidity balances it out without 
becoming dominant. Rather, it’s the rich and lin-
gering finish that has you reaching for that second 
glass. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $90 

95 Freemark Abbey 2017 Cabernet Bosché Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). With a small 

amount of Merlot blended in, this ageworthy red 
is thick and concentrated in blueberry, black cur-
rant and a hint of black olive. With grip and power, 
it shows earthy, savory characteristics of cedar, 
tobacco and dried herb, with a length of firm tannin 
and integrated oak. Enjoy from 2027–2032. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $150 

95 Freemark Abbey 2017 Sycamore Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). This 

deeply colored Cabernet sees small additions of 
Cabernet Franc, Merlot and Petit Verdot. It is 
soft and supple, with red fruit at its core. A mix 
of cherry and currant play well against the savory 
components and graceful structure. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

95 Gary Farrell 2018 Rochioli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). Steely, spicy and 

youthfully grippy, this is a powerful white that’s 
buzzy in acidity. Tangerine, wet stone, pear and 
vanilla play around a supple, seamless midpalate. 
This will be enjoyable for years to come;  enjoy from 
2028–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $65 

95 Hartford Court 2018 Far Coast Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This coastal 

wine comes from a site north of Fort Ross and at 
high elevation. Rich and rounded in style, it has tex-
ture and complexity that complements and tames 
the opulent flavors of peach and vanilla. The finish 
is spicy and lifted, with a lasting tang. Enjoy from 
2028–2032. Cellar  Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

95 Hartford Court 2018 MacLean’s Block Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). A full-bodied, 

generously flavorful and robust wine, this is spicy 
and earthy in tree bark, cedar and dried herb. Fresh 
acidity confronts a wall of riotous intensity of 
crushed rock and deep, dark cherry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $70 
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95 Hartford 2015 Outer Limits Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). It can be hard to find 

coastal Syrah, so this hearty version from the pro-
ducer’s Far Coast Vineyard stands out in several 
ways. It is lifted in tones of dried herb, lavender and 
garrigue, with a meaty midpalate that is notable in 
blueberry and game flavors. Supple, integrated tan-
nins and oak accents surround it all. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

95 Henschke 2016 Cyril Henschke Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Eden Valley). This vintage offers all 

the finesse and distinctive character for which this 
historic family estate is famed. The nose is plush, 
with a backbone of eucalyptus, warm stone and 
scrubby South Aussie bush. The palate flows simi-
larly, wound by chiseled yet fine tannins, expertly 
balanced by juicy fruit and bright acidity. Drink 
now–2031. Negociants USA–Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $180 

95 Iron Horse 2012 Estate Bottled Brut Rosé 
LD Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). This is a 

near-equal marriage of Pinot Noir and Chardon-
nay, late-disgorged, that opens in a flourish of 
green apple, almond and a touch of peppery spice. 
Made in a tiny amount, it is floral, effusive and 
lively yet tremendously sophisticated, elegant and 
complex in structure. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $110 

95 J. Lohr 2017 Signature Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Almost opaque in the glass, 

this luxury bottling entices with intense aromas 
of black currant and blackberry sauce on the nose, 
with savory hints of dark olive and caramel spice. 
It’s quite dry on the palate, where licorice, violet 
and cassis flavors linger amidst the polished tan-
nins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $100 

95 No Girls 2018 La Paciencia Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). The nose boasts aro-

mas of fresh tobacco leaf, dried herbs, peat, cherry, 
black olive juice and crushed flowers. The flavors 
explode on the palate, displaying mouthcoating 
richness, layering and broad shoulders. A vio-
let note lingers on the seemingly endless finish. It 
shows the fuller style of the vintage from this estate, 
hitting it far out of the park. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $76 

95 ONX 2018 Level 22 (Templeton Gap Dis-
trict). This blend of 59% Mourvèdre, 30% 

Syrah, 6% Grenache, 3% Viognier and 2% Petite 
Sirah is unabashedly rich and thoroughly satisfy-
ing. Unctuous aromas of baked blueberry, nutmeg, 
milk chocolate and cola lead into a powerful palate 
that  manages to balance roasted black currant with 
smoke, root beer and fresh acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $54 

 

95 Pieropan 2018 Calvarino (Soave Classico). 
Racy, bone-dry and loaded with tension, 

this intriguing white offers delicate scents of white 
spring flower, botanical herb, pear and hazelnut. 
The mineral-driven, focused palate features nec-
tarine, Meyer lemon, rosemary and tangy mineral 
notes evoking briny oyster shell alongside crisp 
acidity. Drink through 2030. LUX Wines. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

95 Ratti 2017 Rocche dell’Annunziata (Barolo). 
Aromas of pressed rose, sandalwood, men-

thol and black-skinned berry mingle together in the 
glass along with a whiff of oak-driven spice. Full-
bodied and loaded with finesse, the poised, savory 
palate delivers raspberry compote, strawberry and 
licorice before finishing on a coffee bean note. Taut, 
fine-grained tannins provide support. Drink 2025–
2032. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

95 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Carmelita Pinot 
Noir (Monterey County). Layers of raspberry 

sorbet, lavender and violet kick off the nose of this 
two-barrel bottling from Pelio Vineyard, which sits 
1,000 feet above the Carmel Valley in shale and clay 
soils. The palate snaps with black raspberry and 
pomegranate flavors, as those floral touches lead 
through a wet stone minerality into a sagebrush fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $49 
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95 Sojourn 2019 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This site has been a 

constant for the producer since 2007 and it con-
sistently sources from one block of the vineyard at 
some elevation. Intensely built in a rich, layered and 
full-bodied style, it offers firm, structured tannins 
and powerful, juicy waves of dark cherry and berry, 
with additional notes of crushed rock, dried herb 
and black tea. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $69 

95 Sojourn 2019 Rodgers Creek Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is one of the 

coolest climate sites that the producer sources 
from, also known for growing great Syrah. Savory 
and earthy, it has a gamy, meaty quality wrapped in 
silky smooth tannins. The acidity bursts forth with 
focus and tension. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

95 Talbott 2018 Block 51 South Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Dark plum and wild strawberry aromas meet with 
hints of charcuterie and tarragon on the nose of 
this block-designated wine. There’s a chalky ten-
sion to the palate, which is loaded with flavors of 
baked strawberry, roasted plum, fennel pollen and 
lavender. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

 

95 Vasse Felix 2019 Chardonnay (Margaret 
River). This classic wine is rich and con-

centrated yet bright and elegant. Citrus, melon 
rind, oyster shell, toasted brioche and nutty notes 
flow into a beautifully constructed palate. There’s 
crackling acidity straight out of the gate and subtle, 
toasty oak to ground it. Slippery and slinky, with 
salinity and depth of flavor, this is a finessed, bal-
anced wine. Drink now–2028. Negociants USA–
Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Heintz Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). Floral on 

the nose and textured in wet stone, this coastal- 
influenced white is high-toned in grapefruit, lime 
and oyster shell, with a soul of the sea. An elegant 
structure shows freshness that persists and helps 
to tame the contrasting notes of baking spice and 
tea. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Olivet Lane Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). A 

hearty, full-bodied expression of fresh apple, pear 
and a trace of nutmeg, this is an impressive wine 
that shows density and concentration. Its richness 
extends on the palate, making it a fine companion 
for equally rich foods. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This is 

classic Russian River, made from the Martini clone 
grown on a famous site. Offering depth and breadth, 
it is complex in flavors of black cherry compote and 
wild strawberry, with under lying notes of tea and 
rose petal. Fresh acidity provides lift and a crisp 
texture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $82 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This is an outstanding showcase 

for the vintage, showing depth and concentration 
mixed with elegance. Dried herb, black tea, turned 
earth and crushed rock accent a medium-bodied 
core of dark cherry, blueberry and currant, with 
rounded tannins. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $58 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). This is an elegantly layered, beguil-

ing wine—a reflection of the appellation offered at 
a tremendously fair price. Strawberry purée and 
muddled cherries jump from the glass, wrapped in 
rounded tannins and integrated oak. With moderate 
concentration and richness, it ends in light accents 
of baking spice, cola and tea. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 
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94 Benovia 2018 Zinfandel (Sonoma County). 
Juicy plum, black cherry and a hint of cola 

highlight a soft, round core in this wine. Structured 
and well integrated in both tannin and oak, it offers 
a length of baking spice and tobacco, impressing in 
style and powerful elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $42 

94 Boekenhoutskloof 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). An aromatic complexity 

graces the nose of this attractive wine, with ripe 
aromas of blackberry, mulberry and cassis that are 
hit by a solid dusting of wood and cigar box spice. 
It’s medium-plus in weight and robustly structured, 
with gripping, spicy tannins that form a lovely tex-
ture through the close. The finish boasts an evolu-
tion from black fruit to spice and tobacco leaf. Vine-
yard Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

94 Caraccioli 2020 Escolle Vineyard Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). This 

bottling begins with crystalline strawberry, pink-
lemonade and rose-petal aromas on the crisp, clean 
and delicious nose. There is a fantastic sizzle on the 
sip, where a chalky grip frames the poached straw-
berry, pluot and rose petal flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.88% Price: $25 

94 Château la Gaffelière 2018 Dame de Gaffe-
lière Grand Cru (Saint-Émilion). This is the 

second wine of classed growth Château la Gaffelière. 
Dominated by Merlot, the wine has weight as well 
as a rich, velvety texture supporting the powerful 
black fruits. As befits a second wine, this should 
develop relatively quickly and generously. Drink 
from 2025. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

94 Cordero di Montezemolo 2017 Monfall-
etto (Barolo). Made with certified organic 

grapes, this has aromas of underbrush, ripe dark-
skinned berry, eucalyptus and French oak. The 
full-bodied palate reflects the nose, offering dried 
cherry, licorice, coconut and toasted hazelnut 
framed in taut, fine-grained tannins. Drink 2024–
2032. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

94 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Les Beaux Monts 
Premier Cru (Vosne-Romanée). A tight, 

young wine with tannins and structure still firmly 
intact, this offers great potential. It has smoky rich-
ness, with black fruits in the background ready to 
move forward. It shows weight, density and needs 
to age for several years. Drink from 2024. Taub 
Family Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $155 

94 Domaine Divio 2019 Clos Gallia Estate Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). This is fruit-forward, 

fresh and open. Instantly appealing, it offers plenty 
of pretty blueberry, cherry and orange backed by 
ample tannins. Given 11 months in one-quarter new 
oak, it’s the most open and accessible of the 2019s 
from Divio, and should be enjoyed through 2025. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2018 Deviate Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From the Jentoft and 

Putnam Vineyards, deviating from the producer’s 
single- vineyard designations, this wine is brooding 
in dark, spicy cherry and raspberry flavors. Touches 
of wild mushroom and black tea highlight a luxuri-
ous and savory core that leads to hints of blueberry 
and caramel on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $72 

94 Far Niente 2019 Chardonnay (Napa Val-
ley). Spicy oak and bright acidity comple-

ment each other in this well-made white, which 
shows strong tones of crisp citrus and green apple. 
It builds body on the midpalate, with integrated 
woody notes and lasting richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 



BUYINGGUIDE

10  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

94 Fattoria Le Pupille 2016 Saffredi (Toscana). 
Aromas of cassis, fragrant blue flower, men-

thol and Mediterranean brush come to the fore-
front. Showing both concentration and a weightless 
elegance, the palate doles out baked plum, black-
berry jam, vanilla and tobacco framed in velvety, 
fine-grained tannins. A licorice note marks the 
close. Drink 2023–2031. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

94 Gary Farrell 2018 Olivet Lane Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). With classic 

notes of green apple, white flower and lime, this 
impressively layered white is quenching in acidity, 
with a subtle backbone of toasted oak. Textured and 
complex, it unfurls lovely additional notes of can-
died lemon and wild honey. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $45 

94 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Petit Verdot 
(Red Hills). This lavish and layered wine 

illustrates the “iron fist in a velvet glove” effect as 
it holds its tempting oak-spice aromas and dark-
chocolate flavors in impressive fine-grained tan-
nins. Scents of cinnamon, cocoa, clove and a hint 
of tobacco lead to ripe blueberry and blackberry fla-
vors. Best from 2025. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

94 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Petite Sirah 
(Red Hills). Seductive oak-spice aromas and 

a rich but gentle palate make this full-bodied wine 
compelling and delicious. Cinnamon, vanilla, nut-
meg and cigar-box scents lead to ripe blueberry and 
mocha flavors and relatively soft tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

94 Irvine & Roberts 2018 Convergence Char-
donnay (Rogue Valley). Supple, sexy and 

seductive, this outstanding wine deftly combines 
fresh apple and peach fruit with vivid acidity and an 
underlying sense of minerality. This barrel selection 
spent 14 months in half new, half once-filled French 
oak. Drink through 2030. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

94 La Spinona 2016 Söri Gepin (Barolo). Wood-
land berry, pressed rose and spice aromas 

mingle with earthy notes of forest floor and leather. 
Medium-bodied, smoothly structured yet racy, 
the savory palate features Marasca cherry, truffle, 
vanilla and star anise framed in taut, fine-grained 
tannins. Bright acidity keeps it balanced while it 
closes on a hint of salted game. Drink 2026–2046. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $84 

 

94 Landmark 2018 Escolle Road Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Snappy black-

raspberry and brisk plum aromas weave through 
green herbs, juniper and light oak spice on the nose 
of this single-vineyard expression. Landing fresh on 
the palate, with plum and woody berry flavors, the 
wine picks up thyme, green peppercorn and pine 
needle elements as it approaches the menthol-laced 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

94 Nicolas-Jay 2018 L’Ensemble Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This is a reserve-level, 

select-barrel blend from some of the eight sites the 
winery works with. Already complex and threaded 
with a mix of blue and black fruits, savory herbs, 
citrus and sharply defined barrel toast, it’s a wine 
that may take some years to unpack. Native yeast 
was used, and one-third was aged in new French 
oak. Drink through 2033. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Pieropan 2019 Soave Classico. Fragrant and 
delicious, this opens with heady aromas 

of white spring flower, citrus and tropical fruit. 
Vibrant and tangy, the savory palate doles out juicy 
grapefruit, white peach and lemon drop before a 
saline mineral finish. Bright acidity keeps it crisp 
and balanced. LUX Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 
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94 Pieropan 2018 La Rocca (Soave Classico). 
Aromas of tropical fruit, white spring 

flower and white stone fruit come to the forefront 
along with whiffs of aromatic herb. On the savory, 
enveloping palate, tangy acidity accompanies pine-
apple, yellow apple, lemon drop and baking spice 
before a hazelnut finish. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Quinta do Portal 2018 Reserva (Douro). 
This powerful wine, dominated by Touriga 

Nacional and Tinta Roriz, has great richness. Wood 
aging still shows in the spicy character, yet a black 
currant flavor and bright acidity give freshness to 
contrast it all. Drink from 2023. M Imports, LLC. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

94 Ratti 2017 Marcenasco (Barolo). Camphor, 
pressed rose and oak-driven spice aromas 

come to the forefront. The smooth, full-bodied pal-
ate features spiced cranberry, dried cherry, licorice 
and coffee bean framed in tightly wound, fine-
grained tannins that clench the close. Drink 2025–
2032. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

 

94 Roar 2019 Sierra Mar Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Fresh aromas of 

honey suckle, sea salt and sliced peach check all the 
boxes on the nose of this rich but balanced Char-
donnay. It’s very taut on the palate, grabbing hold 
with citrus peel and then opening toward apricot 
and cream. An underlying mint element, which 
plays against the caramel spice, is what sets this 
wine apart. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

94 Ron Noble 2019 Richard Dinner Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Mountain). Entirely 

barrel fermented, this rich, rewarding white from the 
great mountain site is tremendous in tropical notes 
of  toasted pineapple and mango. It is lush and opu-
lent on the palate, with threads of heady vanilla and 
clove that accent it all. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $68 

94 Ron Noble 2019 Steiner Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Mountain). Barrel fermented 

and aged in 50% new French oak, this white is 
hearty, voluptuous and robust in stone and tropi-
cal fruit flavors. Nuances of nutmeg, wet stone and 
oak provide complexity and savory earthiness as a 
bright lift of acidity boosts the length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $68 

94 Saints Hills 2016 Plavac Mali (Dingač). Made 
from 100% Plavac Mali, this wine is dark 

garnet in the glass, with aromas of cassis, black 
plum, lavender and slate. It is well balanced and has 
nice weight on the palate, offering flavors of smoked 
charcuterie, pomegranate and dark berries. The fin-
ish is bright, with pleasantly grippy tannins. Drink 
now–2031. Multiple U.S. importers. —J.J. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

94 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Spear Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). Deli-

cate touches of apricot and lemon blossom entice 
the nose of this five-barrel bottling. The palate is 
detailed and layered, showing melon, Makrut lime, 
pomelo skin and pluot flavors, with a crushed stone 
minerality and zesty acidity throughout. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

94 Smith-Madrone 2017 Riesling (Spring Moun-
tain District). This atypical variety for the 

area shines from the producer’s steep, dry-farmed 
estate vineyard. Light, complex and silky on the 
waxy palate, it offers flavors of green apple, apricot 
and grapefruit alongside touches of honey and wet 
stone. —V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $34 
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94 Starfield 2018 Estate Grown Aglianico 
(El    Dorado). Both powerful and silky, this 

extra ordinary wine is supple in texture, wrapping 
deep and complex fruit and spice flavors in fine-
grained tannins. Rich black-cherry and blueberry 
notes coat the palate while nuances of cocoa, cin-
namon and black pepper reveal with time. Best from 
2025. Cellar  Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8%  Price: $42 

94 Stella Bella 2019 Chardonnay (Margaret 
River). This wine is part wild fermented 

and whole bunch pressed. It takes a minute to reveal 
its charms, but when it does, it offers a perfume of 
lemon curd, orange water and flowers flecked with 
salted, toasted nuts. The palate is slinky and slip-
pery in texture, with crystalline acidity, tangy fruit 
and a mineral streak. Drink now–2029. M Imports, 
LLC. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

94 Talbott 2018 Block 22 West Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Opulent aromas of cranberry and black cherry are 
cut by layers of baking spice on the nose of this 
block-designated bottling. It lands with lavish 
impact and texture on the palate, where firm tan-
nins and penetrating acidity frame the rich flavors 
of dark berry, clove and star anise. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

94 Wakefield 2015 The Visionary Exceptional 
Parcel Release Cabernet Sauvignon (Clare 

Valley). This wine offers a deep well of aromas from 
cassis and black cherry fruit to mint, tarragon, 
black olive and graphite. There’s a lift of acidity on 
the palate that’s almost unexpected alongside the 
plush fruit. The tannins are powerful and chiseled 
but well placed, ensuring a long life in the bottle, 
until 2035, at least. Taub Family Selections. Cellar 
Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

94 Wild Diamond 2018 Dumb Luck Syrah (Lake 
County). This potent, almost pungent, 

wine celebrates all the peppery, smoky, grilled herb 
aspects of the grape variety while not overdoing the 
body and ripeness. It is elegant in texture, moder-
ately tannic, letting the layers of black fruit, black 
pepper, rosemary and espresso show themselves 
fully. Best from 2025. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

94 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Beautifully perfumed 

in aromas of rose petal and freshly turned earth, 
this wine is a delicious statement on the power of 
blending across the appellation. It shows tangy lay-
ers of boysen berry, cranberry and black tea against 
accents of clove, cardamom, herbes de Provence and 
orange peel. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $58 

94 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (San Benito 
County). Deliciously fresh aromas of black 

raspberry, cherry, purple flowers and star anise 
make for a stunning nose in this bottling. The palate 
is utterly smooth in texture, with a full body yet no 
hard edges, showing generous and spicy flavors of 
baked cherry, cardamom and iron. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $39 

94 Williams Selyem 2019 Vista Verde Vineyard 
Late Harvest Gewürztraminer (San Benito 

County). This ambrosial nectar is fascinatingly deli-
cious every vintage. Aromas of jasmine tea, honey, 
tuberose, tangerine peel and the slightest hint of 
earthy funk lead into a viscous yet acid-washed 
palate. It dazzles in flavors of jasmine, lemongrass, 
Makrut lime and mango custard. —M.K. 
abv: 9.3% Price: $40 

93 Berryessa Gap 2018 Durif (Yolo County). This 
gorgeous, concentrated and warmly tannic 

wine carries the French name for Petite Sirah. It 
boasts rich blueberry, espresso and black-pepper 
flavors wrapped in a mouthcoating texture. Excel-
lent ripeness accompanies good structure for an 
appetizing balance that demands sip after sip. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 
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93 Brooks 2018 Red Letter Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Lots of spice, raspberry fruit 

and details of fresh herbs elevate this wine. The 
grapes come from WillaKenzie, Momtazi and the 
estate vineyard. There’s a phenolic frame of sharp 
stem and earth around the cherry fruit, and a light 
seam of sassafras running through the finish. This 
is a substantial wine with aging potential. Drink 
2024–2030. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $80 

93 Castello di Amorosa 2018 Morning Dew Ranch 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley).  Moderate tan-

nins, plenty of ripe strawberry and cherry flavors 
and a broad texture make this an outstanding, 
mouthfilling wine. Grown on a 12-acre hillside vine-
yard, it offers hints of vanilla and cinnamon to inte-
grate with almost jammy red fruits. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $75 

93 Château Peyros 2018 Vieilles Vignes (Madi-
ran). Dense, concentrated and structured, 

this powerful wine shows the intensity of Tannat, 
mitigated with some lighter Cabernet Franc. Black 
fruits and dark chocolate give richness to this young 
wine. Drink from 2024. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

93 Château Roubine 2020 Premium Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Beautifully structured, this 

rich wine includes perfumed Mourvèdre in the 
blend. Ripe strawberry fruits have a pure line of 
acidity, hinting at mango and pineapple as well as 
lime freshness. Drink from late 2021. Royal Wine 
Corporation. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

93 Davis Bynum 2018 Dutton Ranches Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Earthy in forest 

floor and black tea, this wine also offers generous 
helpings of muddled strawberry and raspberry. It’s 
a lovely, full-bodied expression that shows elegant 
layers of baking spice and toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Clos de la Perrière 
Monopole Premier Cru (Vougeot). Gently 

wood aged, this wine is rich in black fruits and 
youthful tannins. Generously textured, it needs 
further aging. Drink this ripe, full wine from 2024. 
Taub Family Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $170 

93 Domaine Divio 2019 Pinot Noir (Ribbon 
Ridge). This is from the estate vineyard, 

now just six years old, and proves that the AVA’s 
signature depth and detail can be found even in 
such young vines. The blueberry, mulberry and 
plum flavors have impressive concentration and 
depth. Accents of tobacco leaf and coffee add com-
plexity. The finish trails out pleasantly with a lin-
gering highlight of toasted walnuts. It was aged one 
year in 35% new oak. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $48 

93 Domaine Divio 2019 Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton). Two vineyards (Kalita and Hirshy) 

comprise this cuvée, which was given a bit more 
new oak (40%) than the rest of Divio’s 2019s. It’s a 
fruit-driven wine, with fresh flavors of strawberry, 
raspberry and Bing cherry loading the center palate. 
As with all Divio Pinots, the balance of fruit, acid-
ity, tannin and barrel is impeccable. The finish tilts 
into tannins, ripe and slightly grainy, with accents 
of ground coffee, pencil shavings and granite. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

93 Ferrari-Carano 2019 Sky High Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Mendocino Ridge). Enticing fruit fla-

vors are lightly shaded by baking spices and a touch 
of wood smoke in this full-bodied, deep and well-
concentrated wine. The palate is drenched in black 
cherry, plum and forest floor notes that lead to a 
lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 
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93 Folded Hills 2020 Lilly Estate Rosé (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Very light in the glass, this 

Grenache rosé begins with bubblegum, wet chalk, 
watermelon and lemon-spray aromas. There’s 
ample tension on the sip, which is both bright and 
chalky, carrying a strawberries-and-cream flavor 
that’s easy to enjoy. —M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $28 

93 Fort Ross Vineyard 2019 Sea Slopes Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). Aged in both stainless 

steel and old French oak, this impressive white is 
floral on the nose and inviting in sea brine and cit-
rus accents, reflecting its coastal provenance. Soft 
and supple, it offers considerable complexity and 
sophistication. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

93 Great Bear 2018 Grand Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Yolo County). Well concentrated 

and firmly structured, this full-bodied wine coats 
the palate with rich, ripe black-fruit flavors and 
subtle dark chocolate, cassis and blueberry accents. 
It is big, moderately tannic and well-balanced for a 
wine of this size and depth. Best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

93 Grey Stack 2018 Four Brothers Chardonnay 
(Bennett Valley). This is a nicely weighted, 

balanced and moderately oaked white. Bold flavors 
of apple, lemon and melon meld with honeysuckle, 
finishing on a white peach note. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

93 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Block Three 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Hills). Excellent 

fruit concentration and generous oak shadings 
make this full-bodied, layered wine a winner. Black 
cherries and blackberries blend with subtle cin-
namon, cedar and vanilla notes on a mouthfilling, 
moderately tannic texture. Best from 2027. Cellar 
 Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Cabernet 
Franc (Red Hills). Opulent vanilla and milk-

chocolate aromas lead to a firm, moderately tannic 
palate and concentrated blueberry and dark choco-
late flavors in this full-bodied wine. Delicious now, 
it should be even more complex after 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

93 J. Lohr 2018 Buena Vista Road Vineyard 
Saint-Macaire (Paso Robles Estrella Dis-

trict). From a grape that’s almost forgotten even 
in its ancestral home of Southwest France, this is 
a powerful expression, bursting with black cherry, 
mesquite and squid ink aromas on the nose. Volup-
tuous on the palate, it offers more roasted cherry 
and vanilla flavors, with a long, minty finish. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 16.2% Price: $60 

93 Jezreel 2018 Alfa Special Reserve (Shom-
ron). Deep ruby in the glass, this wine is 

carried by aromas of blueberry pie and baking spice. 
It is rich in the mouth, with luscious tannins. Fla-
vors of black currant, dark plum, toffee and mocha 
melt into a satisfying finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

93 King Estate 2019 Croft Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). Rich and leesy, with 

marvelous slaty minerality, this is a showstopper. 
Bright lemon, lime and grapefruit flavors give the 
palate a refreshing zesty quality. The lingering finish 
will have you reaching for the next sip long before 
the flavors fade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 
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93 King Estate 2019 Domaine Estate Grown 
Made with Biodynamic Grapes Pinot Gris 

(Willamette Valley). This is made from biody-
namic fruit aged sur lie for six months prior to 
bottling. Bright lemon, pink grapefruit, Satsuma 
orange and a hint of clover make for a compelling 
palate. The acid-backed fruit is the dominant fea-
ture of this complete and delightful wine. Editors’  
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

93 Landmark 2018 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This is a bold style of 

Pinot Noir, starting with aromas of cherry cordial 
and kirsch on the nose. A ripe, rich cherry flavor 
shows on the palate as well, which is fresh, invit-
ing and made more complex by tarragon and licorice 
accents. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

93 Le Vigne 2018 Di Acquarello Sangiovese 
(Paso Robles). Quite light in the glass, this 

quaffable yet complex bottling begins with aromas of 
strawberry, red plum, sandalwood and tangerine rind. 
Fresh and elegant on the sip, it shows orange and 
savory pepper flavors wrapped in a firm texture, with 
a pastry accent on the finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $41 

93 Long Shadows 2017 Chester-Kidder Red Wine 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of black fruit, 

anise, vanilla, cocoa and other barrel spices are fol-
lowed by pitch-black, rich, hedonistic fruit flavors 
that bring the acidity and tannin structure of the 
vintage. It’s intense, but with plenty of sophistica-
tion. A lengthy finish caps it off. Best after 2025. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

93 Longboard 2017 Syrah (Russian River V alley). 
This lovely wine offers all you want in the 

variety: a mix of garrigue, blackberry jam, lavender 
and dried herb. Along the way are hits of black and 
white pepper—seasonings that lift the juicy, bal-
anced and smooth palate of well- integrated oak and 
tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 Niner 2018 JR Reserve  Chardonnay (Edna Val-
ley). Lemon curd, coconut and white flower 

aromas meet with a hint of butter cream on the 
engaging nose of this bottling. It’s taut and dry on 
the palate, where plumeria and jasmine flavors are 
presented in a balanced manner, enhanced by tan-
gerine cream and wet stone. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

93 Old Creek Ranch 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). An intense blackberry aroma 

is surrounded by savory, mineral tones of crushed 
granite, turned loam and charred meat on the nose 
of this bottling. Black plum and lavender emerge 
on the sip, where rich tannins deliver dark carda-
mom spice as well as more savory rock and meat 
elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Quady North 2017 4-2,A Syrah (Rogue Val-
ley). A sensational value, this is a dark, aro-

matic and richly fruity wine, with potent flavors of 
roasted fruits and scorched earth. It avoids bitter-
ness throughout a long finish, laced with anise and 
a hint of lemon. The power and balance are excep-
tional. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

93 Rococo 2020 Own Rooted Chenin Blanc 
(Santa Barbara County). Quite light in the 

glass, this wine, from own-rooted vines planted in 
1974 near Los Alamos, opens with clean, delicate 
lines of peach blossom and honeysuckle on the nose. 
It’s very zesty and textural on the palate, where 
buoyant acidity cuts through the ripe stone-fruit 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $24 
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93 Rococo 2020 Shell Creek Chenin Blanc (Paso 
Robles Highlands District). From vines 

planted in 1972 on their own roots in clay and loam, 
this bottling hits the nose with lime peel, yellow 
pear, papaya and orange blossom aromas. There’s 
a strong sense of brightness to the sip, which cuts 
into the ripe tropical-fruit flavors, with crisp pear 
showing on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

93 Saints Hills 2016 St Roko Plavac Mali (Dal-
matian Coast). This 100% Plavac Mali is 

garnet red in the glass, offering aromas of black 
raspberry, mocha, red plum and dried purple flower. 
In the mouth, flavors suggest cranberry, black rasp-
berry and smoked meats. The wine is fruity upon 
entry, with pleasantly chewy tannins and a smooth 
yet persistent finish. Multiple U.S. importers. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

93 San Simeon 2018 Estate Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Enhanced with a 

20% addition of Petit Verdot, this bottling begins 
with aromas of black cherry, clove and cola-scented 
spice cake. Soft, polished tannins uphold the 
piquant red fruits on the sip, where peppery spices, 
charred meats and wild herbs add nuance. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Simonsig 2017 The Garland Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Simonsberg-Stellenbosch). The nose 

of this wine is a bit shy at first, needing time to open 
up and reveal layers of cassis, black plum skin and 
leathery spice. The palate, definitely not shy, reveals 
the stuffing and potential that awaits. Big, broad 
tannins and assertive oak tones flood the mouth, 
with concentrated fruit and a firm structure that 
encourages aging. The finish is all grip and spice, 
so lay this down until 2027 and then try again in 
the decade to follow. Quintessential Wines. Cellar  
Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $120 

93 Square Peg 2018 Square Peg Estate Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). From the pro-

ducer’s dry-farmed estate, this wine shows a wealth 
of earthiness, dried herb and tangy red fruit. The 
oak and tannin are well-integrated within layers of 
balanced acidity and baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $68 

93 Starfield 2019 Estate Grown Viognier (El 
Dorado). Floral and toasty aromas top beau-

tiful fruit and baking-spice flavors in this bold but 
nicely layered and concentrated wine. This is the 
richest of Starfield’s stand-out 2019 whites, show-
ing an expansive mouthfeel and slowly resonat-
ing flavors that lead to a lingering finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

93 Stark-Condé 2017 Oude Nektar Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Jonkershoek Valley). This wine, 

sourced from a high-elevation site, leads with earthy 
aromas of fresh mentholated herbs, raw tobacco leaf 
and licorice root partnered with snappy currant and 
blackberry liqueur tones. The palate is plush and 
robust from first sip, with big, gripping tannins that 
are tight and structured, framing the skin-driven black 
fruit flavors and fueling the length and astringency on 
the finish. Additional earthy tones of cigar box spice 
and chicory root unfold on the back of the close. Drink 
2027–2033. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

93 Tablas Creek 2020 Patelin de Tablas Rosé 
(Paso Robles). Brisk aromas of strawberry 

and rainy cement converge on the nose of this pink 
blend of 75% Grenache, 19% Mour vèdre and 6% 
Counoise. The palate is extremely mineral driven, 
showing chalk and wet rocks as well as lingering 
tangerine and nectarine flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

93 Trombetta 2019 Indindoli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). Unctous layers of 

pear and peach frame a full-bodied lushness that 
presents as lengthy and broad across the palate. 
Underlying acidity complements its richness, with 
hints of citrus adding freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  17

93 Truchard 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Carne-
ros). This wine remains one of the finest 

values in the Napa Valley and a cool-climate exam-
ple of the variety, to boot. With great opening aro-
mas of blackberry, clove and dried herb, the lifted, 
balanced flavors follow suit, showing plenty of 
freshness and length around a well-integrated and 
elegant core. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

93 Uphill Vineyards 2015 Jimmy’s Dream Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Amador  County). 

This concentrated and well-structured wine is 
well built for aging, wrapping firm tannins around 
sturdy black-cherry and black-olive flavors. It’s a 
bit monolithic on the palate, but will relax more and 
gain complexity with time. Best from 2025. Cellar 
Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

92 Argento 2018 Single Vineyard Finca Altamira 
Organic Vineyard Malbec (Mendoza). Earthy 

raspberry and blueberry aromas are spicy and wild, 
which is what the Altamira section of the Uco Valley 
is known for. A tight and juicy palate is invigorated 
by snappy acidity, while this Malbec tastes of plum 
and currant. Grainy tannins add punch and texture 
to the finish. Drink though 2024. Pacific Highway 
Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

92 August Kesseler 2018 The Daily August 
Pinot Noir (Rheingau). It’s increasingly dif-

ficult to find standout Pinot Noir under $30, and 
this bristling, intensely black-fruited Pinot delivers 
year after year. Notes of granite and smoke weave 
into crisp black cherry and plum on the palate. It’s 
succulent in mouthfeel but braced by tingling cas-
sis acidity and a finish framed by crushed stone 
and fine, velveteen tannins. It’s delicious now, but 
should hold well through 2028. Vineyard Brands. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Caraccioli 2015 Brut Cuvée Méthode 
 Champenoise Sparkling Wine (Santa Lucia 

Highlands). Lots of chalk and baking soda aromas 
leap out of the glass in this bottling, which also 
shows a light grapefruit scent on the nose. Tart 
lemon and grapefruit flavors mix with wet stone on 
the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

92 Caraccioli 2015 Brut Rosé Méthode 
 Champenoise Sparkling Wine (Santa Lucia 

Highlands). A pale pink in the glass, this bubbly 
begins with intoxicating aromas of strawberry, 
peach, crushed sea shell and wet earth. There’s 
ample tension on the palate, where a steely miner-
ality frames ripe touches of guava and peach. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

92 Castoro Cellars 2019 Estate Grown Zinfan-
del (Paso  Robles). Dense, dark and lavish 

aromas of boysenberry, black currant, violet and 
candied grape boom on the nose of this bottling. 
Similar flavors explode on the palate, from black 
cherry to boysenberry sorbet, with plenty of warm 
pie-crust spice and tannins that have an edge but 
remain pleasantly soft. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

92 Château Sainte Marguerite 2020 Love 
Provence Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

ripe wine is textured, with good balance between 
its red berry flavors and spiciness. It shows density, 
rich fruitiness and a classic pepper aftertaste. Drink 
from late 2021. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

92 Château Vignelaure 2020 Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). Rich in Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, with a touch of white Rolle in the blend, this 
textured wine comes from an estate that helped pio-
neer quality rosés. It is ripe in red berry fruits and 
lifted by juicy acidity. Although it’s ready to enoy 
now, it could hold well through 2022. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 
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92 DanCin 2019 Trata Pinot Noir (Rogue Valley). 
This estate-grown mix of Pommard and 

Dijon clones sees just shy of half new oak. It’s dense 
and concentrated, with a mix of mulberries, bram-
bly blackberries and herbs. It shows great depth of 
fruit and strong tannins. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

92 Dry Creek Vineyard 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Dry Creek Valley). Beguiling in peach, apri-

cot and flowers, this perennially impressive white 
is majority stainless-steel fermented and it shows 
good balance as a result. Earthy and herbal, the pal-
ate combines fruit, spice and acidity in good mea-
sure and should appeal to many palates. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Fesstivity 2017 Blanc de Blancs Méthode 
Champenoise (Sta. Rita Hills). There’s a 

warm and toasty brioche aroma alongside butter 
and lemon zest on the nose of this bottling. The 
mousse is enrapturing on the palate, delivering a 
yeasty tone alongside a Meyer lemon flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

92 Fesstivity 2017 Brut Rosé Méthode 
 Champenoise (Sta. Rita Hills). A yellowish 

pink color in the glass, this bottling offers a warm, 
creamy array of baked bread and dough aromas 
flecked with grapefruit zest on the nose. It’s tight 
and bright on the palate, loaded with a pithy tan-
gerine flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

92 Grosgrain 2019 Petit Grosgrain (Columbia 
Valley). This is 54% Syrah, 38% Grenache 

and 8% Mourvèdre. The aromas are arresting, with 
piercingly pure notes of black raspberry, plum and 
crushed herbs. The palate brings volume but also 
briskness and balance to the blue fruit flavors. It’s 
the vividness of it all, however, that is most striking. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

92 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Hills). This full-bodied wine 

brings together flavors of black cherry and black 
olive, with substantial spiciness from oak and mod-
erate tannins for a lip-smacking texture. Hints of 
vanilla, cedar and clove accompany the black fruit 
notes, adding complexity and interest. Best from 
2025. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

92 J Vineyards & Winery 2019 Estate Pinot Gris 
(Russian River Valley). Beguilingly layered 

and slate-like in texture, this white is complex and 
well structured, with an acid backbone that keeps it 
lively and fresh. Peach, Gravenstein apple and wet 
stone lead to a pillowy, soft finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

92 J Vineyards & Winery 2017 Barrel 16 Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Velvety and 

dripping in dark, brooding fruit character, this wine 
is layered and intensely lush. Cola, toasted oak and 
clove linger on a long, simmering finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $90 

92 J. Lohr 2018 Gean Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Adelaida District). Dried beef, soy 

and shiitake mushroom make for a savory start on 
the nose of this single-vineyard expression, which 
also offers familiar dark-berry aromas. That dark-
fruit richness drives through flavors of chocolate and 
dried flowers, with a tension that upholds the den-
sity. Drink now–2033. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 
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92 J. Lohr 2018 Shotwell Vineyard Malbec (El 
Pomar District). Rich and comforting aromas 

of black cherry, baked plum, vanilla and nutmeg kick 
off the nose of this bottling. Soft but apparent tan-
nins frame the baked berry flavors as earthy touches 
of oregano and iron make for a complex sip. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

92 King Estate 2019 Backbone Pinot Gris (Willa-
mette Valley). This wine blends select bar-

rels from five different vineyards. It’s a full-flavored, 
slightly rounded style with a concentrated core of 
sweet Meyer lemon. Whole-cluster pressed and 
aged sur lie in stainless steel, this is crisp, clean, 
fresh and vivid, with the structure to age well 
through 2026. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 King Estate 2019 Croft Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Willamette Valley). This wine is fer-

mented in a mix of concrete egg and French oak, 
then aged sur lie for added texture. Tart apple fruit 
is augmented by light accents of stone and steel, 
and the persistence of the finish extends the palate-
refreshing qualities even further. You may catch a 
hint of toast as it closes out in a smooth, graceful 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

92 L’Ecole No. 41 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). Barrel aromas are at 

the fore initially, with notes of roasted coffee bean, 
vanilla, chocolate and char in front of plum and 
cherry. Plump, juicy fruit and barrel flavors follow, 
with the tannins providing a pleasing squeeze. Give 
it additional time in the bottle or decant to see it 
at its best. Best after 2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Landmark 2018 Pinot Noir (Monterey County- 
Sonoma County-Santa Barbara County). 

 Delicious blueberry and black cherry flavors mingle 
on a broad, layered texture in this full-bodied, warm 
and generous wine. Notes of clove, cinnamon and 
ginger enhance the focused core of mint and cherry 
tones. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $27 

92 Long Shadows 2019 Poet’s Leap Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). Minerality is much 

debated, but there is no question that, to the extent 
it exists, this wine has it, with plentiful aromas of 
caliche and wet rock, followed by notes of lime and 
flowers. The palate drinks dry, full of citrus flavors, 
tightly wound with electric acidity. It’s full of fla-
vor and class, with its best days in front of it. Drink 
from 2023. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $20 

92 Marimar 2019 Don Miguel Vineyard Estate 
Grown & Bottled  Albariño (Russian River Val-

ley). Green apple, peach and vanilla bean anchor a 
balanced and fruity white wine of moderate ripe-
ness and acidity. Anise and wet stone play second-
ary roles, adding complexity and length. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

92 Mauritson 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Dry Creek 
Valley). Opening with aromas of vanilla 

bean and a touch of peach, this is a fleshy, fresh and 
textured white that is balanced and complex. Hints 
of lemon and lime provide additional crispness and 
lifted elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 13.75% Price: $28 

92 Muga 2017 Reserva Unfiltered (Rioja). A 
nose with vanilla and spiced berry aromas 

is typical of Muga and provides a nice entry for the 
saturated but integrated palate of this wine. Saucy 
plum, tomato, berry and vanilla flavors finish with 
textural integrity and length. Drink through 2025. 
Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 
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92 Niner 2020 Albariño (Edna Valley). Brisk 
aromas of Asian pear and Pink Lady apple 

are broad but clean on the nose of this crisp bot-
tling. There is fascinating tension on the palate, 
which pops with melon and green apple flavors, as a 
honeysuckle tone lingers on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

92 Niner 2019 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Baked 
boysenberry, purple flowers, rusty earth 

and a hint of caramel show on the nose of this bot-
tling. It hits the palate with bold and ripe flavors 
of boysenberry pie in a vanilla crust, proving quite 
generous and broadly appealing. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Old Creek Ranch 2018 El Camino (Central 
Coast). Aromas of black raspberry jam, sar-

saparilla and lavender come through on the nose of 
this bold blend of 75%  Grenache, 16% Tannat and 
9% Syrah. Bay leaf, mace and clove flavors decorate 
the dark-berry core on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Ottella 2020 Le Creete (Lugana). Aromas 
of elderflower, citrus and tropical fruit lead 

the nose. Tangy and savory, the vibrant palate offers 
grapefruit, gooseberry and pineapple before a saline 
finish. Lyra Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

92 Owen Roe 2018 Red (Yakima Valley). This 
wine is 49% Merlot and 38% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, with the rest bits of Cabernet Franc and 
Malbec. It’s immediate in appeal, with piercingly 
pure aromas of black currant and raspberry along 
with a dark chocolate accent. The palate explodes 
with textured, layered yet elegant fruit flavors, 
backed by lightly sandy tannins. The balance kicks 
it up a notch. It’s an exuberant, thoroughly delicious 
offering, with no shortage of freshness. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

92 Owen Roe 2018 Rosa Mystica Cabernet Franc 
(Yakima Valley). Nuanced aromas of savory 

herb, barrel spice, dark chocolate and black cherry 
are followed by a well-structured palate, with the 
tightly wound tannins supporting soft, layered fruit 
flavors. It brings both a bit of tannic brawn and 
sophistication and is guaranteed to impress. Best 
after 2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

92 Parducci 2019 True Grit Reserve Petite Sirah 
(Mendocino). The deep, dark, inky color of 

this full-bodied and tannic wine is a good indica-
tor of how intense and concentrated its blackberry, 
blueberry and charcoal flavors are. Quite firm and 
gripping in texture, this impressive beast will age 
 almost indefinitely. Best from 2027. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 Private Property 2020 Rosé (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). A lovely shade of light pink, 

this bottling begins with aromatic waves of white 
and pink flowers, as well as daffodil, plus poached 
strawberry and melon. Ripe flavors of peach and 
strawberry show on the sip, which is pleasantly soft 
in texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

92 Robert Renzoni 2017 Montepulciano (Tem-
ecula Valley). There is a compelling inten-

sity to this bottling, beginning with aromas of dark 
berry, charred meat, bittersweet cocoa and coffee 
bean on the nose. The palate is a little more rounded, 
with milk chocolate and cappuccino flavors, but that 
dark fruit intensity persists, and tannins rise up in 
the finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 
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92 Sequum 2017 Kidd Ranch Syrah (Napa V alley). 
Herbal, earthy and complex, this is a well-

structured wine, rich and layered in blueberry and 
strawberry flavors. From a two-acre estate, it has 
length and breadth and is intensely flavorful, finish-
ing in bolts of white and black  pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

92 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Petit Ver-
dot (Judean Hills). Violet-red in the glass, 

this wine offers aromas of cherry pie and lavender. 
It is pleasant on the palate, with forceful tannins 
and expansive flavors of cherry preserves, rasp-
berry, vanilla custard, violet and thyme that con-
tract on the savory finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

92 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Shiraz 
(Judean Hills). This garnet-colored wine has 

aromas of fruits of the wood and fennel bulb. It fills 
the mouth with flavors of cassis, cherry pie, oregano 
and a touch of espresso bean that remains promi-
nent to the end. Stealthy tannins are barely discern-
ible at first, but they slowly make their presence 
known. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

92 Simonsig 2017 Labyrinth Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stellenbosch). Pomegranate, currant 

and cherry skin form the bouquet of this slightly 
shy wine, which is just waiting for a bit more time 
to come into its own. Glimmers of turned soil, 
tobacco leaf and licorice add earthy interest to the 
fruit tones. The palate is medium-plus in weight, 
with plush yet structuring tannins that softly frame 
the fleshier fruit flavors. Ample acidity keeps it all 
in check and lends a slight vibrancy to the finish. 
Drink 2025–2031. Quintessential Wines. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Smith Story 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). Made from a majority of high- 

elevation Sonoma Mountain-grown grapes, with 
30% Knights Valley, this lovely white wine offers 
bright tones of wet stone, orange peel and Meyer 
lemon. It’s crisp and supple on the palate, with 
enviable tension and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Tabor 2016 Malkiya Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). Rich red-violet to the eye, this 

wine has a bouquet of dark plum and salted 
popcorn. It is sophisticated on the palate, with 
mid-weight tannins wrapping around flavors of 
cherry, cranberry, menthol and aniseed. A cara-
mel note graces the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine  
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

92 Talbott 2018 Block 50 South Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Santa Lucia High-

lands). Subtle aromas of lemon peel, hazelnut, 
toast and wood spice show on the nose of this bot-
tling. The palate presents broad and powerful, but 
not overly done in any direction, bringing together 
flavors of baked lemon, sea salt and lingering oak 
spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

92 Talbott 2018 Kali Hart Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir ( Monterey). Reliably one of the more 

fairly priced Pinot Noirs in California each vintage, 
this year’s bottling begins with aromas of dark red 
fruit, baked soil and marjoram. The palate is cohe-
sive, weaving together dusty herbs, smoky red fruit, 
a firm texture and bright acidity. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $21 

92 Talbott 2018 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Toasted hazelnut, Meyer lemon pith, plaster of Paris 
and lightly tart yogurt aromas make for a complex 
nose in this bottling from an iconic vineyard. The 
palate is rounded in nutty cashew and hazelnut fla-
vors, with a baked lemon edge adding to the viscous 
mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 
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92 Testarossa 2019 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Aromas of red cherry and hibiscus are 

lightly seasoned with salt, pepper and paprika on 
the nose of this appellation blend. Zesty cranberry 
and raspberry flavors pop on the palate, which 
offers a light herbal tinge and a flash of eucalyptus 
oil. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

92 Tre Monti 2020 Vigna Rocca Albana Secco 
(Romagna). Intense aromas of apricot 

jam, ginger and cedar are front and center. On the 
smooth, rounded palate, tangy, vibrant acidity lifts 
ripe yellow peach, pineapple juice and hazelnut fla-
vors before a savory, almost salty finish. Bacchanal 
Wine Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

92 Vins El Cep 2014 Claror Can Prats Brut Nature 
(Cava). Tight, minerally aromas of lime and 

wet stone are backed by a mild lees note. A yeasty 
palate is steadied and cut by bold acidity, while 
this brut nature delivers moderately complex lime, 
apple and green herb flavors. The finish is light, 
elegant and bright. Drink now. Fine Estates From 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

92 Williams Selyem 2019 Unoaked Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). This is made 

from older vines, which show some of the grip not 
provided by oak. It is citrus-driven, with pomelo, 
quince and pear flavors framed by the youthful exu-
berance of fresh acidity alongside accents of wet 
stone and spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

92 Zonte’s Footstep 2018 Love Symbol Gre-
nache (McLaren Vale). The nose of this wine 

is lucid and inviting in a fruit bowl of fresh rhubarb, 
raspberry and red cherry, with fistfuls of dried flow-
ers, seaside herbs, whispers of baking spice and a 
stony, mineral underbelly. There’s a lovely textural 
element to the palate, which plays nicely with the 
acidity and sinewy tannins. A spicy, floral note 
flows to the finish. Drink now–2025. Artisans & 
Vines. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

91 Amavi 2018 Estate Vineyards Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Walla Walla Valley). A dark chocolate 

aroma is at the fore, followed by notes of black cur-
rant, coffee, cherry and spice. The flavors are sump-
tuous and layered, with enough tannic structure to 
do well with some additional bottle age. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Auburn Road 2017 Gaia (Outer Coastal Plain). 
The nose combines black raspberry, black 

cherry and cassis with cigar smoke. Flavors of juicy 
raspberry and blackberry open the palate, lifted by 
energetic acidity and powdery, gentle tannins, with 
a balance of dried herbs, pepper and sweet tobacco. 
The lingering finish brings more fruit to the mix by 
way of pomegranate and red currant flavors. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

91 Auburn Road 2016 Giulia (Outer Coastal 
Plain). Cassis and black plum aromas are 

joined by a smoked paprika tingle on the nose. Fla-
vors of wild raspberry and juicy pomegranate lift 
the palate and are balanced by a savory peppery 
spice note. The finish is loaded with oak, tobacco 
and more pepper. The tannins are dry, firm and 
structured, well balanced by bright acidity. This is 
harmonious and should evolve nicely; drink now–
2026. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Aurora NV Brut Rosé (Leelanau Peninsula). 
Flamingo pink in the glass, aromas of blos-

soms, plum, strawberry and pink grapefruit are 
full on the nose. Ripe summer strawberry bursts 
through a foamy palate, layering in golden rasp-
berry, watermelon juice and a squeeze of Key lime. 
Utterly charming and delicious, its vibrancy and 
energy are contagious. —F.A. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $24 
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91 Bodegas Olarra 2017 Añares Reserva (Rioja). 
Ripe plum and berry aromas come with 

vanilla and baking spice notes on the nose. A firm 
and direct palate has energy and pop, while black-
berry and cassis flavors are a touch saucy in front 
of a sturdy finish. Drink through 2024. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Bouchaine 2019 Estate Pinot Gris (C arneros). 
This white spent seven months in stainless-

steel tanks before aging partly in neutral oak and 
partly in stainless. Invitingly aromas of fennel and 
honey suckle highlight a dry, textured palate of 
lemon verbena, lime and peach. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

91 Canoe Ridge 2018 The Explorer Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Horse Heaven Hills). The aromas offer 

notes of toasty barrel spice, bittersweet chocolate, 
licorice and cherry. Rich dark-fruit flavors follow, 
lingering on the finish. It shows a lot of polish and 
class. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

91 Canvasback 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). The warmth of the appellation is 

on display, with notes of date and plum alongside 
black tea, cherry, cigar and herbs. The flavors are 
palate-coating and rounded, bringing texture that 
ups the appeal. There’s plenty of midpalate rich-
ness, with a lot of structure behind it all. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $42 

91 Cellars 33 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Mountain). Crisp, tangy and dry, this wine 

offers lasting acidity throughout, with lifted flavors 
of strawberry and raspberry. Given a small amount 
of time in French oak, it offers a lively yet balanced 
mouthfeel. —V.B. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $25 

91 Château de Berne 2020 Inspiration Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Aging on the lees has 

allowed this wine to have depth and ripe concentra-
tion, which contrast well with the bright red-berry 
flavors and spicy, tight aftertaste. Drink now for 
best enjoyment. Provence Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Château Miraval 2020 Miraval Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). There is an attractive rich-

ness to this wine produced by the Perrin family of 
Châteauneuf- du-Pape. The wine is full of ripe red 
berries mingling with spice and citrus. With a fresh, 
crisp and textured aftertaste, it is ready to drink. 
Vineyard Brands. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

91 DanCin 2018 Synergy Barbera-Pinot Noir 
(Rogue Valley). This unusual blend of 75% 

Barbera and 25% Pinot Noir spent 18 months in 
one-third new French oak. It is dark, toasty and 
tannic, with touches of leather and steel. It’s a juicy 
wine with medium-long aging potential. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $44 

91 Daou 2020 Rosé (Paso Robles). Light peach 
and apricot aromas are leveled by wet rock, 

rose and lemon peel accents on the nose of this 
 bottling. It tightens firmly on the sip, where melon 
and stone fruit flavors are splashed by a bit of cit-
rus. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $24 
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91 De Bortoli 2019 Woodfired Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Heathcote). This Cab shows supple 

red and black fruit, flowers and spice notes. As it 
opens, gentle accents of graphite and herbs float to 
the fore. The cool climate of the region is on display 
on the palate, where lifted acidity and pristine fruit 
are woven through with powdery, well-placed tan-
nins. Drink now–2029. PH Importing. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

91 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 El Diablo Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This wine 

from the famous site is brimming in red currant, 
rhubarb and wild strawberry, with strong notes of 
oak and caramel. Medium in weight, it has under-
lying freshness that complements the richer over-
tones of cola and baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

91 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Heritage Block 
 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). From a 

three-acre block on the producer’s estate, this light, 
lithe wine is brimming in bright layers of straw-
berry, raspberry and savory, herbal complements of 
pine cone and black tea. The oak touch is light and 
well integrated, adding a hint of baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $85 

91 Dowsett Family 2018 Gewürztraminer 
(Columbia Gorge). Winemaker Chris Dowsett 

is a Gewürztraminer savant, consistently crafting 
some of the most compelling offerings in the United 
States. A blend of Oak Ridge and Celilo Vineyards 
fruit, this lovely bottle shows aromas of lychee, gin-
ger, flowers, pink grapefruit and wet rock, with a 
whiff of smoke. The palate is bone-dry, textured and 
full of flower and lychee flavors that draw out on the 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $16 

91 Dunham 2018 Trutina (Columbia Valley). 
Vanilla, baking spice, coconut and cocoa 

aromas are in the lead. They are followed by dark 
cherry and plum flavors that show saturation and 
intensity. It hangs on the finish and there’s tannic 
heft behind it all. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $29 

91 Forgeron 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla 
Walla Valley). Seven Hills Vineyard fruit 

makes up 58% of this wine, with the rest coming 
from Minnick. It’s been aged two years in French oak 
(35% new), and the aromas are pleasing in notes of 
flowers, black cherry, barrel spice and bitter sweet 
chocolate. There’s a sleekness and freshness to the 
flavors, with plenty of structure around it all. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

91 Gaderian 2019 Henry Ranch Chenin Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Lighthearted tones of apricot 

and potato skin lead this dry, textured and struc-
tured white wine. It is made from old vines, barrel 
fermented and aged in neutral French oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

91 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Foggy Bend Vine-
yard Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). Spicy tea and clove combine around a con-
centrated core of blueberry and toast in this rich, 
unctuous and darkly fruited wine. Concentrated at 
the beginning, it evolves to find a velvety silkiness 
that reaches a lengthy finish of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

91 J. Lohr 2018 Home Ranch Cabernet Franc 
(Paso Robles Estrella District). Smoked and 

baked black-fruit aromas hit the nose in delicious 
ways in this bottling, as do streaks of graphite and 
dried beef. Hickory notes carry onto the palate, giv-
ing oaky depth to the dark-berry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 
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91 Julia’s Dazzle 2020 Rosé (Columbia Valley). 
Coming in its classic bowling pin-shaped 

bottle that is part of the appeal, this wine is a 
pretty pale peach color. The aromas offer hyper-
appealing notes of watermelon, citrus and tropical 
fruit. Mouthwatering, puckering kiwi and star fruit 
flavors follow, finishing lip-smacking and bone-dry. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

91 King Estate 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This is tart and tasty, with 

bright fruit flavors of strawberry and raspberry, 
along with zippy citrus acidity. Fresh as a sum-
mer breeze, it has texture and persistence. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

91 King Estate 2019 Johnson School Vineyard 
Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). This Chehalem 

Mountain vineyard has ripened its fruit to a perfect 
pitch. It retains a bit of the grassy note sometimes 
found in variety but avoids the more aggressive pyr-
azine flavors that can lead into bell pepper. There’s 
juicy citrus fruit, crisp apple and a touch of lemon 
zest, along with ample acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

91 King Estate 2019 Paradox Made with Estate-
Grown Biodynamic Grapes Pinot Gris (Wil-

lamette Valley). This wine is aged briefly in 100% 
new French oak, which softens the edges. The oak is 
gently applied, leaving just a watermark kiss of toast 
on the ripe citrus and apple fruit. It’s a clever addi-
tion to the winery’s lineup and will likely generate 
new interest in this grape. —P.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $35 

91 King Estate 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Oregon). 
This is a zesty wine, loaded with bright 

lemon, lime and grapefruit. The acidity is promi-
nent, giving the mouthfeel a refreshing racy qual-
ity. It was fermented in both stainless and concrete, 
and blended with a little Sémillon, which helps to 
broaden out the midpalate. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

91 King Estate 2019 Steiner Block Estate Grown 
Certified Biodynamic Pinot Gris (Willamette 

Valley). This is less ripe than previous vintages of 
the Steiner Block cuvée, but the estate-grown bio-
dynamic fruit delivers nuanced complexity none-
theless. Fermented and aged in concrete, it deftly 
marries juicy lime-inflected citrus to the minerality 
imposed by the concrete. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

91 Klinker Brick 2017 Marisa Vineyard Old Vine 
Zinfandel (Lodi). This full-bore, full-bodied 

wine is packed with powerful flavors of black fruit, 
black pepper and toasted oak. All this is balanced 
on a moderately tannic frame that is easily up to the 
task of matching all that ripeness. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $25 

91 Le Vigne 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). There’s a pleasant herbal tone to 

the nose of this bottling, with layers of peppercorns 
and oregano leading into aromas of graphite, seared 
wood, charred meat and dark-red fruit. The palate 
combines those herbal and savory tones with cherry 
and strawberry flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

91 Marimar 2019 Don Miguel Vineyard Acero 
Estate Grown Estate Bottled Unoaked Char-

donnay (Russian River Valley). The producer’s uno-
aked white is cloudy and reductive at first, with an 
oily texture. Peach, apricot and apple blossom come 
to the fore around aromas of jasmine and bright, 
crisp acidity, finishing on a wet stone accent. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 
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91 Nickel & Nickel 2019 Truchard Vineyard Char-
donnay (Carneros). Tones of oak spice per-

fume this opulently rich and layered white wine, 
with fresh acidity laced throughout. Flavors of pine-
apple, baked pear and nutmeg highlight a seamless, 
graceful palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

91 Niner 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Edna Valley). 
Delicate and subtle on the nose, this bottling 

slowly reveals its light berry and crushed rock aro-
mas. The grippy texture clings to the palate, where 
strawberry and earth flavors linger around the tense 
core. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

91 Niner 2018 JR Reserve Pinot Noir (Edna Val-
ley). Subtle aromas of dark cherry, mahogany, 

rose and hibiscus make for a restrained yet detailed 
nose in this reserve bottling. The cranberry, orange-
rind, potpourri and light herb flavors are cohesive on 
the palate, and will only grow more interesting with 
time. Drink through 2033. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Oak Farm 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
Toasted oak aromas lead to concentrated 

black-cherry flavors on the palate, where nuances of 
cedar, wood smoke and vanilla blend in nicely. This 
well-balanced, moderately tannic wine has a lot 
going for it. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 Ottella 2020 Lugana. Intense aromas of white 
spring flower, grapefruit and pineapple leap 

from the glass. The grapefruit note marches over to 
the tangy, refreshing palate along with white peach, 
tropical fruit and crisp acidity. It closes on a saline 
note. Lyra Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Owen Roe 2019 Red Willlow Vineyard Char-
donnay (Yakima Valley). Fruit for this wine 

comes from one of the top sites in the state. Aromas 
of clarified butter, crayon, crème brûlée and spice 
lead to surprisingly reserved fruit flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

91 Owen Roe 2019 Sinister Hand (Columbia Val-
ley). The aromas fascinate in notes of rasp-

berry, thistle, cranberry, blueberry, herbs and cof-
fee. Plump, palate-coating flavors follow. There’s 
a lovely texture and purity to this wine, while it 
remains light on its feet. Raspberry and blueberry 
notes linger on the finish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Pfitscher 2019 Langfeld Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Bone-dry and offering an understated 

elegance, this opens with delicate scents of haw-
thorn, hay and a whiff of alpine herb. Bright and lin-
ear, the palate features yellow apple, Bartlett pear 
and hazelnut before a flinty mineral finish. Vera 
Wine & Spirits. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

91 Postmark 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Fresh and fruity aro mas of cherry 

and strawberry meet with notes of French toast and 
light herbs on the nose of this bottling. Those juicy 
fruits come through on the palate as well, with a 
baked red-cherry flavor that is framed by cigar-box 
and nutmeg accents. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 
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91 Quady North 2020 GSM Rosé (Rogue Valley). 
This classic G-S-M blend, here done as a dry 

rosé, absolutely rocks. The balance of fruit and acid-
ity strikes a perfect chord, and the harmonious fla-
vors bring a mix of raspberry, cherry, orange and a 
hint of chocolate. The blend is 63% Grenache, 26% 
Syrah and 11% Mourvèdre, all specifically farmed 
for this rosé. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

91 Raptor Ridge 2017 Gran Moraine Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Yamhill-Carlton). Barrel fer-

mentation pushes lightly toasty aromas front and 
center, and the flavors follow. A mix of regular bar-
rels, puncheons and new barrels were used for the 
fermentation. The crisp citrus, apple and pear fruit 
stands up well, and the generous acidity keeps the 
flavors lifted through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Scattered Peaks 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This vintage continues to 

deliver on the brand’s high-quality-for-good-value 
proposition, showing firm, substantial tannin 
structure around supple layers of plum and dark 
cherry. It’s a highly enjoyable wine without the fuss. 
 Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Scotto Family Cellars 2018 Reserve Mohr Fry 
Ranch Zinfandel (Lodi). Big and concentrated 

but also nicely polished in texture, this full-bodied 
wine offers a seamless experience from the deep 
blackberry and raspberry aromas to rich flavors and 
velvety tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

91 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Judean Hills). This dark-violet 

wine offers aromas of black cherry, smoked meat 
and violet candy. It is juicy at first sip, with flavors 
of blackberry and dark plum. Next, cooling eucalyp-
tus takes hold, joined by notes of charcuterie and 
oregano. The tannins are lightly drying and the fin-
ish has a burst of salted toffee. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

91 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Petite 
Syrah (Judean Hills). Inky red-violet in the 

glass, this wine has a bouquet of black currant and 
anisette. Flavors of cranberry sauce, stewed plum, 
licorice, clove and milk chocolate fill the mouth, 
supported by a network of dense tannins. The 
bright finish features a parting shot of orange zest. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

91 Soul Squeeze 2017 The Pearl Sparkling Rosé 
(Old Mission Peninsula). Scented with straw-

berry and green apple, this wine is a beautiful 
salmon pink color in the glass. The palate doles out 
ripe Macintosh apple and Valencia orange, with a 
fine mousse and tart acidity. Juicy and bright, this 
is really easy and enjoyable, ending on a pithy lemon 
note. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

91 Tamarack 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas pop in notes of sappy 

blue fruit, graphite, dried cherry, coffee, sweet spice 
and a sprinkling of dried herbs. The flavors are lush, 
textured and rich, showing plenty of depth and lay-
ering. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

91 Truth Be Told 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). All the fruit for this wine 

comes from Goose Ridge Vineyard in the Goose Gap 
area. The aromas bring direct appeal, with notes of 
black currant, herbs and plum. It’s a big mouthful 
of a wine, showing tremendous midpalate density 
and richness that carries it. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 
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91 Villa San-Juliette 2020 Reserve Small Lot 
Selection Rosé (Paso Robles). Clean and crisp 

on the nose, this Grenache-based rosé pops with 
melon, poached strawberry and citrus aromas. The 
palate is firmly grippy, offering citrus peel, red apple 
and apricot flavors against a steely frame. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

91 Wakefield 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (South 
Australia). This wine is perfumed in plum 

and dark cherry fruit, dried flowers, earthy herbs 
and an oak-driven charred-meat note that adds 
character. There’s a lovely lift of acidity that makes 
the fruit feel crunchy. The tannins are chalky tex-
tured and taut. In typical Cabernet fashion, they’re 
powerful but not overwhelming. Taub Family Selec-
tions. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

91 Wakefield 2015 The Pioneer Exceptional Par-
cel Release Shiraz (Clare Valley). This wine is 

currently in a quiet spot and needs either lengthy 
decanting or to be opened a day in advance of 
drinking. It’s only then that it feels cohesive, and 
the red fruit, floral and savory spice and umami 
notes start to shine. It’s tightly structured, with 
fresh acidity and sinewy tannins, and clearly built 
for the long haul. Hold through 2028. Taub Family  
Selections. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

91 Willful 2018 Seven Hills Vineyard Red (Walla 
Walla Valley). Half Cabernet Sauvignon, half 

Merlot and hailing from one of the valley’s top sites, 
this old-vine wine was fermented whole cluster. 
The aromas intrigue in notes of black tea, flower, 
raspberry, soil, date and cassis. There’s pleasing 
depth and freshness to the flavors, with the oak 
pulled way back. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

90 Aveleda 2019 Villa Alvor Domus (Algarve). 
This blend of Verdelho and Sauvignon 

Blanc has produced a crisp, textured wine. With fla-
vors of pineapple and ripe kiwi to balance the tight 
acidity, it is full-bodied and ready to drink. Aveleda 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 B.R. Cohn 2019 Silver Label Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (North Coast). Delicious black-fruit 

flavors and judicious oak spices of vanilla and cedar 
make this full-bodied wine attractive to sip and 
savor. Light tannins and fresh acidity keep it nicely 
balanced. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

90 Banshee 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Opening with aromas of plum and 

spiced black cherry, this is a full-bodied, fruity and 
concentrated wine. It is ripe and lush in texture. 
Cedar and dried herb flavors accent the brambly, 
richer tones of cola and blackberry jam. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

90 Bel Lago 2019 Brut Auxerrois (Leelanau Pen-
insula). Mandarin and Meyer lemon aromas 

meet white blossom and honey on the nose. The pal-
ate balances ripe fruit with a hint of savory tones, 
combining Bartlett pear and baked apple with notes 
of pie crust, biscotti and lemon juice. Cloud-like 
bubbles and bouncy acidity persist while a touch of 
pithy bitter-citrus oil emerges on the finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

90 Bodegas Olarra 2017 Reciente Reserva 
(Rioja). Aromas of cardamom and other 

baking spices blend with peppercorn and blueberry 
accents to form a unique nose. On the full-bodied 
palate, flavors of berries and toast carry to the fin-
ish. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 
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90 Bonterra 2019 Made with Organic Grapes 
Pinot Noir (Mendocino County). A broad 

mouthfeel and generous fruit and spice flavors make 
this velvety and layered wine easy to love. It boasts 
subtle cinnamon, black plum, clove and vanilla 
flavors on a full body, all wrapped in soft tannins. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

90 Bonterra 2019 Made with Organic Grapes 
Zinfandel (California). Oodles of ripe fruit 

flavors ride a full body in this dark-colored, satu-
rated wine. Impressively concentrated chocolate and 
black-cherry notes are braced by fine-grained tan-
nins for an almost chewy texture. —J.G. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $16 

90 Bouchaine 2019 Estate Pinot  Meunier (Carne-
ros). A 100% varietal wine from a grape 

nearly unheard of in California, this offers sizzling 
acidity and a thick, full-bodied approach to the 
grape. Plum, cherry and mushroom meld on the pal-
ate, with a light touch of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

90 Bricoleur 2018 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). This big, hearty wine is velvety and 

rich in feel, offering elements of forest floor, black 
tea and rose petal. The oak adds a caramel-toffee 
tone seasoned in baking spice, with a bit of cola 
arising on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $47 

90 Château Ferry Lacombe 2020 Evidence Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine is ripe and 

smooth, with good balance between the texture and 
rounded red fruits. Bold shots of pepper and spice 
propel the palate forward. Drink now. Quintessen-
tial Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Flora Marie 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Russian River Val-

ley).  Reductive tones take time to unleash classic 
flavors of Meyer lemon, green apple and oak in this 
highly flavorful and powerful white. The texture is 
lush and oak-influenced, showing rich flecks of bak-
ing spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

90 El Pino Club 2018 The Cusp Pinot Noir 
( Russian River Valley). Juicy, expansive 

and fleshy in red licorice, strawberry and raspberry, 
this wine is thick and rounded. Cola and cinnamon 
notes linger alongside a finishing touch of toasted 
oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

90 Figuière 2020 Magali Signature Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Packed with rich fruit along-

side a layer of caramel, this ripe wine has flavors of 
red berries and apricots that are cut with grapefruit. 
Its full texture makes it easy to enjoy in the near 
term. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Good Harbor NV Benjamin’s Vineyard Blanc 
de Noirs (Leelanau Peninsula). This is 

medium gold in color, with a persistent foaming 
cap. The nose is pungently floral, scented with can-
died apple slices in rosewater. The palate shows ripe 
Golden Delicious apple and Bosc pear alongside gin-
ger and pie crust. Tame bubbles and acidity provide 
the anchor to it all. This is a journey, but an enjoy-
able one. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 
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90 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). Lushly opulent tones of 

Gravenstein apple and stone fruit carry this wine, 
with a creamy texture and rich notes of graham 
cracker and toasted vanilla adding depth. The oak 
is well integrated and adds to the power and length 
of it all. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $33 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Eastside Knoll 
Vineyard Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Russian 

River Valley). Richly oaked, this bold, brawny wine 
is medium in weight and layered in caramel, baked 
cherry and a bite of graham cracker. Elements of 
clove, cinnamon and cola weigh in on the lingering 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

90 J. Lohr 2019 Gesture RVG Limited Release 
White (Adelaida District). A citrus-pith 

aroma kicks off the nose of this blend of 51% 
Roussanne,  37% Grenache Blanc and 12% Viognier, 
followed  by mango and green papaya notes. A lime 
sorbet  flavor shows on the palate, where a zesty 
acidity zings alongside a wet chalk note. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 J. Lohr 2018 Home Ranch Petit Verdot (Paso 
Robles Estrella District). Aromas of black 

cherry, blackberry candy, cola and caramel show on 
the nose of this bottling. It lands softly on the palate, 
with ripe mixed berry flavors. The tannins and acid-
ity are firm in stature. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

90 J. Lohr 2018 Shotwell Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (El Pomar District). Soft aromas 

of baked cherry meet with rich mahogany and cola 
on the nose of this bottling. The palate picks up 
shiitake, pepper and tar flavors, with sticky tannins 
that carry the ripe red fruit to the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $45 

90 King Estate 2019 Quail Run Vineyards Viog-
nier (Rogue Valley). Softly perfumed with 

nods to dandelions and talcum powder, this turns 
sharp and spicy on the palate. Notes of flowers carry 
on through the finish, along with gooseberry and 
white peach. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $26 

90 LangeTwins 2020 River Ranch Vineyard 
Aglianico Rosé (Jahant). Generous fruit 

flavors and a polished texture are complemented 
by bright, underlying acidity in this flavorful, well-
balanced and harmonious wine made from an Ital-
ian grape variety. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Fleur de Mer Rosé (Côtes 

de Provence). Ripe, soft and perfumed, this is an 
immediately attractive wine in a classic style. It 
has a lightly saline character, with pepper and zesty 
orange flavors. E. & J. Gallo. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Llopart 2018 Rosé Brut Reserva Mètode 
Tradicional Corpinnat (Spain). Lightly 

bready aromas of cantaloupe and citrus fruits open 
this lively sparkling rosé. Flavors of orange, apricot 
and apple start out with force before transitioning 
to pink grapefruit and orange accents that carry to a 
steady finish. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 
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90 Louis M. Martini 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This wine delivers flavors of 

jammy blackberry, cherry, dark chocolate and gra-
ham cracker that make for a decadent, approachable 
experience. Drinkable now, it will please an array of 
palates. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Luca Bosio 2017 Barolo. Spice, pine forest 
and new leather aromas slowly take shape 

in the glass. The linear, medium-bodied palate 
offers cranberry, licorice and a hint of smoke along-
side taut, slightly grainy tannins. Drink through 
2027. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Lucas & Lewellen 2018 High 9 Goodchild 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). 

Pomegranate and hibiscus aromas float across 
cinnamon stick spices on the nose of this single- 
vineyard, block-designated expression. The spice is 
powerful on the palate as well, giving a kick to the 
potpourri, cedar and cranberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Maddalena 2019 Estate Reserve Merlot 
(Paso Robles). Aromas of black plum, 

smoke, oregano and turned earth show on the nose 
of this estate bottling named in honor of the family 
matriarch. The smoke tone is laced through the sip, 
where broad flavors of dark red fruits and savory 
meats arise. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Misiones de Rengo 2018 Gran Reserva Black 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Berry 

and black plum aromas are briary at first but soften 
with airing. This Cabernet is flush and fruity, with 
smooth tannins reflective of a good vintage. Spicy 
berry and cassis flavors come with a touch of oak, 
while this keeps its smoothness on a healthy finish. 
Drink now–2023. Terroir Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Muirwood 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Arroyo 
Seco). This bottling isn’t afraid of pyrazines, 

popping on the nose in tones of jalapeño and freshly 
mowed grass, with wet stone and Pink Lady apple 
adding depth. There’s a firm tension to the sip, where 
pasilla chile flavors play against light peach and green 
mango tones. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Niner 2019 Chardonnay (Edna Valley). Tight 
and focused aromas of citrus and white 

flowers show on the nose of this bottling. A rocky 
minerality drives the palate through a rounded 
white peach flavor, with a grippy tension countering 
the ripe fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

90 Oak Farm 2020 Silvaspoons Vineyards Rosé 
(Lodi). The copper color of this appealing 

and light-bodied wine matches the bottle’s foil cap-
sule, while lively aromas of raspberries and cran-
berries lead to a refreshing, dry palate that echoes 
the berry aromas. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 Pendulum 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas offer 

notes of fresh green herbs, black currant, licorice 
and plentiful barrel spice. The cherry and green 
pepper flavors are soft and plump, like those of 
many wines from the vintage, showing elegance 
through the middle and plenty of balance. Editors’  
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $18 
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90 Pendulum 2019 Red Wine (Columbia Val-
ley). Vanilla, cocoa and cherry aromas are 

followed by smooth, deft fruit and barrel flavors. 
The appeal is as much about feel as flavor, with the 
palate showing polish on this well-balanced wine. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.55% Price: $18 

90 Primarius 2019 Pinot Noir (Oregon). The 
aromas offer notes of tangerine peel, fresh 

strawberry and forest floor. Somewhat fuller styled 
flavors follow, a bit ponderous in the middle but 
coming back together and delivering on flavor. A 
peppermint note lingers on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $19 

90 Quinta da Raza 2020 Grande Escolha 
Alvarinho-Trajadura (Vinho Verde). With a 

majority of Alvarinho, this is a finely focused wine, 
crisp while also having a ripe, rounded character. 
Its spice and mineral edge give texture and balance 
to the bright fruitiness. Drink now. Free Run Wine 
Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Rombauer 2019 Proprietor Selection Char-
donnay (Carneros). A reserve-tier wine only 

made in certain years, this is meant to represent 
the best barrels of the vintage. Juicy, robust and 
oak-driven in style, it shows stone fruit, pineapple 
and crème brûlée flavors, with nutmeg and vanilla 
accents. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Rowen Wine Co. 2017 Red (Sonoma County). 
This is a brawny, likable blend led by 60% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, with 22% Malbec, 15% Syrah 
and 3% Viognier. Earthy hints of sage and  cedar 
help balance and complement the dark-fruit over-
tones that show powerful concentration. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 San Simeon 2018 Estate Reserve  Chardonnay 
(Monterey). Soft aromas of peach blossom, 

apple, butter and vanilla are rounded and volup-
tuous on the nose of this bottling. The palate’s rich-
ness and ripeness are cut by a salty edge, combining 
baked peach and peanut-brittle flavors with a flash 
of citrus on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

90 Shiloh Winery 2018 Shor Barbera (Judean 
Hills). This deep-garnet wine offers aromas 

of cassis and vanilla. It feels pleasant on the palate, 
with sleek tannins and flavors of black cherry, dark 
plum, aniseed and crème brûlée that coalesce on a 
softly spicy finish. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $34 

90 Shiloh Winery 2018 Shor Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Judean Hills). Bright cherry to the 

eye, this wine has a bouquet of blackberry and ani-
seed. It is juicy at first sip before yielding to mellow 
tannins and flavors of strawberry, dark cherry, milk 
chocolate, nettle and juniper. The soft finish offers a 
pleasing note of salted butter. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

90 Shiloh Winery 2017 Legend Fiddler (Judean 
Hills). Black cherry in color, this wine has 

aromas of fruits of the wood and bramble. It feels 
put together on the palate, with taut tannins and 
flavors of cranberry, pomegranate, buttered toast, 
vanilla and marjoram. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $37 
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90 Shiloh Winery 2017 Legend Honi (Judean 
Hills). Deep ruby in the glass, this wine has 

a nose of blackberry and lavender. It offers a nice 
combination of fruit and spice flavors including 
cherry, cassis, licorice, clove and menthol. Assertive 
tannins dissolve into a cooling finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $37 

90 Silverado 2018 Estate Grown Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). With small amounts 

of Merlot, Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc included, 
this elegant red shows graceful layers of plum, black 
cherry and currant built around a soft, supple mid-
palate. Approachable and youthful, it’s a wine to 
enjoy in the near term. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

90 Silverado 2017 Solo Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stags Leap District). This is a 100% vari-

etal wine that was aged 18 months in French oak, 
47% of it new. Cedar, soy and oak prevail on the 
rich, full-bodied palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

90 Sonoma-Cutrer 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Juicy layers of citrus 

and strawberry highlight a supple, expressive and 
dry palate. It is a fresh and joyfully appealing wine 
to sip. —V.B. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $25 

90 Talamonti 2019 Aternum (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). About one third of this Trebbi-

ano sees time in French oak, with the rest in stain-
less steel, yielding a full-bodied mix of honeycomb, 
lemon cookie, chamomile and warm spice tones. It’s 
textural and waxy in feel, yet properly perked up by 
bright acidity. For those looking for a richer white, 
this fits the bill. Panebianco. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

90 Talbott 2018 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

Aromas of dried cherry, sagebrush, baked berry and 
loamy earth show on the nose of this bottling from 
the historic vineyard. Dark berry and black plum 
flavors emerge on the sip, where licorice and nut-
meg add layers to the bold wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $42 

90 Tamarack 2018 Cabernet Franc (Columbia 
Valley). Raspberry and coffee aromas are in 

the lead, followed by a licorice accent. The palate 
brings weight and volume, while remaining light on 
its feet. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

90 Truffle Hunter 2017 Leda (Barolo). Menthol, 
underbrush and new leather aromas lead 

the way along with a whiff of smoke. On the linear, 
already approachable palate, lithe, fine-grained tan-
nins accompany crushed raspberry and star anise 
before an almost salty close. Drink through 2027. 
Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Vite Colte 2017 Essenze del Comune di Barolo 
(Barolo). Underbrush, black-skinned berry 

and spice aromas waft out of the glass. The tightly 
wound palate offers sour cherry, star anise and 
black pepper alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
2024–2033. Opera Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 
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90 Waterbrook 2019 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of butter, corn 

on the cob and toast are followed by well-balanced, 
creamy fruit flavors. Toasty notes linger on the fin-
ish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.16% Price: $18 

90 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2020 Whole 
Cluster Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-

ley). Fermented with clusters intact, this is a pep-
pery, herbal and quite lively style of rosé. Flavors 
circle around strawberry leaves and white straw-
berry. With ample breathing time, it fleshes out 
through the middle. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

89 A to Z 2018 Pinot Noir (Oregon). Blueberry, 
blackberry, mashed cherry, baking spices 

and peppery tannins are all in the mix. The wine 
will benefit from further bottle age as all the ele-
ments need more time to completely mesh. Drink 
2022–2026. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Château La Roberterie 2017 Primus (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). Produced from old-vine 

Merlot, this wood-aged wine is rich in tannins and 
black plum-skin flavors. The bold structure and 
powerful concentration suggest it needs to age fur-
ther. Drink from 2022. Château 1590 LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Girasole 2020 Rosé (Mendocino County). 
This inviting and nicely fruity wine made 

with organic Pinot Noir and Zinfandel grapes over-
flows with watermelon and cherry flavors on a 
medium body. It’s more smooth than tangy, and well 
balanced for an enjoyable, fruity expression. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Flat Top Hills 2020 Rosé (California). A cop-
per color, rather full body and ample meaty, 

spicy flavors accompany plummy notes in this sub-
stantial wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Kris 2020 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). Aro-
mas of chamomile, hazelnut and a hint of 

honey greet the nose. The aromas carry on to light, 
rounded palate along with ripe apricot before a bit-
ter almond close. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Upshot 2018 Red (Sonoma County). This 
likable red combines a majority of Zinfan-

del, Merlot and Malbec with smaller amounts of 
Petit Verdot and Riesling. Together, they make for a 
smooth, crowd-pleasing wine that is juicy in mud-
dled cherries and cranberry and a heady perfume of 
brambly wood. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

87 French Blue 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Bor-
deaux Blanc). This is a ripe style of Sauvi-

gnon Blanc, softly textured and fresh. With apple 
and pear fruitiness and light acidity, it is balanced 
and ready to drink. C. Mondavi and Family. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  35

84 Carlos Creek 2019 Aurora Brianna Brut (Min-
nesota). An intense nose combines a white 

grape-juice tone with floral accents. The palate is 
dry despite the sweet scent, showing green grape 
skins, tart green apple, white strawberry and grape-
fruit. This is very foamy, with a mild finish. —F.A. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $35 

BEST BUYS

92 Quinta do Portal 2019 Mural Reserva (Douro). 
Still young, this ripe and densely fruity wine 

is set for some fine aging. With its structured black 
fruits that are striated with minerality and cut by 
juicy acidity, it is dense and has a vibrant texture. 
Drink from 2022. M Imports, LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

91 Parducci 2019 Small Lot Petite Sirah (Men-
docino County). This rich, full-bodied wine 

wraps dense, deep blueberry and cocoa flavors in a 
thick blanket of soft tannins that coats the mouth 
and helps extend the saturated fruit flavors on the 
finish. Best from 2024. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

91 Ryder Estate 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Coast). Chiseled stone and struck match aro-

mas make for a savory entry to the nose of this bot-
tling, which also shows guava and pineapple. It’s full 
and flavorful on the palate, where pear and Mak-
rut lime-leaf flavors prove both rich and tart. Best  
Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 13 Celsius 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). There’s an appealing herbaceous-

ness to the nose of this wine, with aromas of pea 
shoots and grass that sit comfortably beside the 
citrus and guava fruit. They flow into flavors on the 
palate, with acidity that is lifted but in check. The 
Wine Group. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Aveleda 2020 Alvarinho (Minho). Alvarinho 
at its ripe and creamy best, this is bright 

with apple fruits that give the wine freshness. 
The mineral texture adds a touch of steeliness and 
complexity to a white that is very ready to drink. 
Aveleda Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Castle Rock 2019 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). There’s a hefty amount of raw meat 

funk on the nose of this bottling, which also exhib-
its aromas of baked cherry, star anise and carda-
mom. Toasted oak flavors lead the palate through the 
roasted cherry, dried meat and hickory spice flavors. 
Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

90 Geyser Peak 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). This firm-textured wine has 

a wonderful, classic nose of mint, black currants 
and black cherries followed by a full body and lush 
mouthfeel. It feels balanced by fine-grained tan-
nins and good fruit acidity that adds freshness. Best  
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $14 

90 Gnarly Head 2019 Chardonnay (California). 
Crushed stone, golden apple and apricot 

aromas kick off the nose on this widely available 
bottling. There’s a clean freshness to the palate, 
where chalky sea-shell flavors are lifted by lime pith 
and riper red-apple elements on the finish. Best 
Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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BEST BUYS

90 Grounded Wine Co. 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). Lifted and flinty, this crisp 

white is layered in flavors of white peach and pom-
elo, with lasting freshness. It’s a great value and 
delivers tremendous sophistication. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Grounded Wine Co. 2020 Space Age Rosé 
(Central Coast). A lovely shade of pink, this 

rosé booms on the nose with strawberry and rasp-
berry-sorbet aromas that are cut by a citrusy edge. 
The acidity is bold on the palate, slicing through the 
ripe stone-fruit and cherry flavors, as tangerine pith 
provides a counterpoint. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Grounded Wine Co. 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). Offering outstanding value, this 

wine contains nearly one quarter of Merlot, helping 
to soften and broaden the palate. Cherry candy, clove 
and black pepper adorn a balanced texture comple-
mented by dried herb and cedar, finishing dry  and 
immensely  approachable. Best Buy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Kirkland Signature 2019 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Columbia Valley). The nose offers 

appealing aromas of raspberry, black currant and 
cranberry jam, along with plenty of spice accents. 
Full-bodied, supple black-currant flavors follow. It 
brings a lot of appeal to the pure fruit flavors at a 
remarkable price. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $9 

90 Marqués de la Concordia 2018 Lagunilla Cri-
anza (Rioja). This crianza feels flush while 

displaying agility. Earthy berry and cherry aromas 
are spicy and show a note of tobacco. Flavors of dark 
plum and berry fruits are backed by a hint of café 
mocha. The wine keeps its form across a dry and 
steady finish. United Cellars, Inc. Best Buy.—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Matchbook 2019 Red Gravel Estate Bottled 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Dunnigan Hills). This 

full-bodied and moderately tannic wine is well-
packed with ripe blackberries and blueberries on a 
velvety, mouthcoating texture. Good concentration 
and ripeness bring a warm, rich impression to the 
palate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 Noble Vines 2020 515 Rosé (Central Coast). 
There’s a bright bubblegum and cotton-

candy combo that kicks off the nose on this bottling, 
but a hint of white ash adds a more serious streak. 
Orange blossom and ripe nectarine flavors show on 
the sip, bound together by a stony, chalky frame. 
Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

90 Ruggeri & C. 2020 Argeo Rosé (Prosecco). 
This light-hearted, savory sparkler has del-

icate, inviting aromas of green apple, red berry and 
tropical fruit. Dry and crisp, the delightful palate 
offers crushed pomegranate, pear and citrus along-
side tangy acidity and a foaming mousse. WinesU. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

90 Ryder Estate 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Central 
Coast). Ground up gravel and soil aromas 

meet with berry fruits on the earthy nose of this 
bottling. It’s somewhat smoky on the palate, where 
strawberry, sea salt and light oak flavors make for a 
savory style. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 
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BEST BUYS

90 Sierra Cantabria 2020 Rosado (Rioja). More 
white than pink, this traditional blend 

of 55% white Viura with red Garnacha and Tem-
pranillo smells flowery and lightly honeyed, with 
minerally notes. A medium-bodied palate delivers 
modest  heft alongside flavors of waxy apple and cit-
rus. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

90 Tabor 2017 Mt. Tabor Shiraz (Galilee). This 
wine features aromas of cassis, wildflow-

ers and black pepper. It is soft at first sip and then 
mellow tannins slowly build amid flavors of black 
currant, strawberry, thyme and lavender. A pleasing 
note of milk chocolate appears on the finish. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Underwood 2019 Pinot Noir (Oregon). 
Grapes for this humble Pinot are sourced 

from all over the state. Such diversity is unheard of 
in a budget wine, as is aging in 15% new French oak, 
also part of the process. Pretty cherry and brambly 
blackberry fruit shines most of all, with an elegant 
transparency. It’s a light and almost delicate wine, 
but offers sensational value and plenty of flavor. 
Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

BEST BUYS

90 Wakefield 2019 Promised Land Cabernet 
Sauvignon (South Australia). This wine 

offers fleshy red fruit, gentle baking spice and earthy 
herbs. The medium- to full-bodied palate is equally 
soft and supple. The fruit remains bright and juicy 
while the tannins are structured and textural. Taub 
Family Selections. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

89 Talamonti 2020 Rosé (Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). 
Bright aromas of strawberry and pomegran-

ate are dotted with zesty accents of blood orange and 
limestone in this brisk, tasty rosato. The medium-
bodied palate strikes a fine balance between tangy 
and fruity, with a gentle, creamy texture lingering 
on the close. Panebianco. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Concha y Toro 2019 Casillero del Diablo 
Reserva Carmenère (Central Valley). Spicy, 

minty green notes are a big part of this Carmenère’s 
blackberry and black plum aromas. A full and solid 
palate is round and generous. Mint and blackberry 
flavors blend with peppery notes that spice up the 
finish. Fetzer Vineyards. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

BEST BUYS

88 J. Portugal Ramos 2020 Loureiro (Vinho 
Verde). This is a tasty, deliciously fresh 

wine. Bright and lively green fruits show well and 
yield a refreshing sip that is ready to drink now. 
Winebow. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

88 Oak Grove 2019 Family Reserve Petite Sirah 
(California). Black cherry and blackberry 

flavors burst from this medium-bodied wine, giving 
it plenty of fruit to accompany mild tannins and a 
fresh, jammy feel. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

88 Scotto Family Cellars 2020 Reserve Mohr Fry 
Ranch Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). This fruity, 

smooth and medium-bodied wine is scented with 
honeydew melon and celery. Those tones lead to a 
soft palate sensation of ripe melon, with touches of 
butter and vanilla. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $13 
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BEST BUYS

88 SeaGlass 2020 Rosé (Monterey County). 
Tart berry aromas kick off the nose of this 

bottling. The palate explodes with energetic acid-
ity, boosting all of the strawberry flavors through a 
tightly wound texture. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Talamonti 2020 Trebì (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). Delicate aromas of citrus, pome 

fruit and candied blossoms grace the nose of this 
light-bodied white. It’s zesty and brisk on the pal-
ate, with a hint of yellow plum rounding things out. 
This is an easy-to-sip Trebbiano at a value price. 
Panebianco. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

87 Kirkland Signature 2020 Pinot Grigio (Cali-
fornia). This light-bodied wine pours out 

aromas of banana and tropical flowers followed by 
fairly crisp and slightly buttery flavors on a smooth, 
easy texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $13/3 L 

BEST BUYS

87 Nola Grace 2020 Dry Rosé (California). Very 
smooth and quite fruity, this soft-textured 

wine features raspberry and plum flavors, low acid-
ity and pretty good depth. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Kirkland Signature 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). 
Berry and black plum aromas come across 

with a light roasted overtone, like campfire embers. 
A tight and drawing palate offers flavors of wild 
berry fruits, red plum, beet juice and green herbs. 
DC Flynt MW Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $7 

85 Misiones de Rengo 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Central Valley). Aromas of tropical fruits 

and melon carry the straightforward nose. A mix-
ture of citrus, melon and waxy apple flavors finish 
brisk and easy. Misa Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

SPIRITS

96 Holmes Cay Guyana Uitvlugt 2003 Single 
Cask Rum (Guyana; Windyside Spirits, 

Irvington, NY). A particularly plush and delicious 
pour, this is a single-cask rum distilled at Demerara 
Distillers in 2003, aged two years in Guyana, then 
16 more in the UK, and bottled in 2021 at barrel 
proof. Savory baking spices lead the nose, while the 
palate combines concentrated brown sugar, maple 
and vanilla. Flashes of milk chocolate, dark fruit and 
warming, gingery spice grace the finish.
abv: 51% Price: $159

95 Holmes Cay Fiji 2004 Single Cask Rum (Fiji; 
Windyside Spirits, Irvington, NY). Almond 

and apricot aromas entice on the nose. This cask-
strength rum sizzles with alcohol heat, but balance 
it with enough water and the reward is comforting 
butterscotch and stone fruit flavors, with a lingering 
flurry of clove.
abv: 58% Price: $159

91 Martini & Rossi Fiero (Italy; Bacardi, Miami, 
FL). Made with a blend of white wines and 

botanicals including sweet Spanish oranges, this 
aperitif spirit has a bright orange-red hue and a 
candied grapefruit aroma. The palate is juicy and 
moderately sweet, mixing orange-peel and grape-
fruit-peel bitterness, with a sweeter berry hint on 
the finish.
abv: 15% Price: $18
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SPIRITS

90 Loch Fyll Blended Scotch Whisky (Scotland; 
Gaelic Water, East Rutherford, NJ). Look for 

a topaz hue and mild vanilla and toasted grain aro-
mas. The silky, light palate echoes that toasted grain 
note, layering it with hints of cocoa and malt. Adding 
water coaxes out a bit of mouthwatering cinnamon 
spice.
abv: 43% Price: $19

89 Il Tramonto Limoncello (Italy; Prestige Bev-
erage Group, Mendota Heights, MN). This 

is a distinctly herbaceous take on limoncello. Mild 
lemon verbena aromas lead into a light-bodied 
 palate laced with lime peel, pine and tarragon.  
Best Buy.
abv: 30% Price: $20

BEER

95 Westbound & Down/Bierstadt Lager Chicago 
Peaks Kölsch (Kölsch; Westbound & Down, 

CO). Crisp and slightly fruity, with a sweet finish, this 
collaboration pours a pale golden yellow. Refreshing 
and thirst quenching, it is a particular delight on hot, 
humid days when only something light will do the 
trick. It is a well-appointed ale that does a lot with 
simple  ingredients. 
abv: 5% Price: $12/16oz 4 pack 

an apt companion to both summer barbecues and 
delicate fowl dishes in the fall or winter. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Domaine Maby 2019 Libiamo (Tavel). Bril-
liantly sunset-hued in the glass, this is 

a big, warming dry rosé made from equal propor-
tions of Cinsault and Grenache Blanc. Vinified and 
matured 15 months in new demi-muid barrels, it 
offers blackberry and black-plum flavors swathed 
with accents of smoke, char and toasted espresso 
beans. This bold, spicy sip is likely to please red-
wine devotees and stand up to even the heartiest of 
meals year round. DB Wine Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

89 L’Âme du Terroir 2020 Tavel. Deep pink in 
color, this solidly structured rosé highlights 

juicy, fresh strawberry and red-cherry flavors of 
Grenache along with accents of Cinsault, Clairette, 
Syrah and Picpoul. It’s richly concentrated but bal-
anced by hits of peppery spice and a chalky, salty 
mineral finish. At peak now–2023. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Les Vignerons de Tavel 2020 Acantalys 
(Tavel). A delicate dusting of sun-dried 

thyme and wild mint extends from nose to finish in 
this richly concentrated, dry rosé. Bright pink in the 
glass, the bold Grenache-dominant sip highlights 
juicy red-plum and raspberry flavors along with 
a grip of bitter tannins on the finish. Structured 
enough to accompany even meaty fare year-round, 
it should hold nicely through 2023. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

89 Les Vignerons du Castelas 2020 Respelido 
(Tavel). Whiffs of charred thyme and wild 

sage mingle into crisp red plum and strawberry sor-
bet on the nose and palate of this electric-pink, dry 
rosé. Full bodied and structured by delicate tannins, 
it’s a stately expression of Tavel that balances red-
fruit flavors and savory, stony undertones. Williams 
Corner Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Château de Manissy 2020 Trinité (Tavel). 
The nose is sharply lifted on this deep-

pink rosé sourced from organically grown Grenache 
(50%), Syrah (30%) and Clairette (20%). Full 
bodied and peachy on the palate, it’s a juicy, fresh-
fruited sip marked by a tangy cut-stone finish. Wey-
gandt-Metzler. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Les Vignerons de Tavel & Lirac 2020 Les 
Lauzeraies (Tavel). Fragrant red plum and 

cherry cordial introduce this exuberantly fruity yet 
salty, mineral-laden rosé. A deep, dusty pink in hue, 
the full-bodied wine finishes with puckering blood-
orange acidity and a delicate ruffle of bitter herbs 
and tannins. It’s ready now but should drink well 

in any season through 2023. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

COSTIÈRES DE NÎMES

91 Domaine Gassier 2020 Rosé Brise de Grenache 
(Costières de Nîmes). Sourced from chalky 

limestone soils, this varietal Grenache rosé offers 
zip and vitality that stand out among its peers. Pale 
pink in the glass, it’s a moderately full-bodied but 
lifted wine studded with crisp red-cherry and rasp-
berry flavors and lingering mineral finish. W. Direct. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

91 Gabriel Meffre 2020 Château Grand Escalion 
Amoureuse Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). Rasp-

berry sorbet and maraschino cherries perfume 
this juicy, supple dry rosé made from Grenache 
(63%), Syrah (31%) and Vermentino (6%). The 
spry, medium-bodied wine highlights zesty berry 
and grenadine flavors along with a delicate grip of 
minerality on the finish. Enjoy soon to capture its 
youthful aroma and vibe. Vision Wine & Spirits. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Château Beaubois 2020 Expression Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Smoky, stony miner-

ality introduces this medium-bodied, dry rosé made 
from organically grown Syrah (60%), Grenache 
(30%) and Cinsault (10%). Peachy in hue, it’s a 
richly concentrated but vivacious wine marked by 
deep strikes of apricot, raspberry and tangerine 
flavors along with a rambling cut-stone undertow. 
Natural Merchants, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Château de Nages 2020 Héritage Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Made from organi-

cally grown Grenache (85%) and Mourvèdre (15%), 
this dry, dusty-pink rosé offers crisp apricot and 
white-peach flavors accented by a hint of tea leaves. 
Freshly concentrated and balanced in alcohol, it’s a 
zesty summer sip that finishes on a spray of sea salt. 
The wine is at peak now, but should hold through 
the beginning of 2022. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Château Guiot 2020 Rosé (Costières de 
Nîmes). Elegant strikes of graphite and 

basalt lend freshness to this brightly berried, 
cherried blend of Grenache and Syrah. Plump on 
the palate but dry in style, it’s a mouthwatering, 
fresh-fruited rosé ideal for poolside quaffing. Misa 
Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $14 

90 Château Saint-Louis la Perdrix 2020 Rosé 
(Costières de Nîmes). Hints of strawberry 

preserves and raspberry cordial extend from nose to 
finish in this softly textured blend of 60% Grenache 
and 40% Syrah. While full bodied and succulent on 
the palate, it’s a freshly balanced, dry rosé with a 
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mineral lift on the finish. Best enjoyed young. Wine 
Wine Situation. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Gabriel Meffre 2020 Château Grand Escalion 
Rosé (Costières de Nîmes). Sun-drenched 

white peach and fragrant raspberries abound in this 
juicy, fruity dry rosé. A delicate ballet-slipper pink 
in the glass, it’s a fresh-fruited, thirst-quenching 
sip that’s best enjoyed poolside or on a beach picnic. 
Enjoy young. Vision Wine & Spirits. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Château de Fabregues 2020 Rosé (Costières 
de Nîmes). Cherry blossoms and sun-

scorched bramble perfume this brightly concen-
trated, juicy blend of Grenache and Syrah. Dry and 
medium bodied in style, it’s packed with crisp bites 
of red cherry and raspberry flavor as well as a fresh, 
herbal finish. This thirst-quenching wine would 
serve well on summer and autumn picnics. Advan-
tage International. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

VENTOUX

92 Château Pesquié 2020 Terrasses Rosé (Ven-
toux). This is an exhilarating, thirst-quech-

ing blend of Cinsault, Grenache and Syrah. Wafting 
of cherry blossoms and raspberries on the nose, it’s 
a light-bodied, juicy sip packed with fresh water-
melon and white-peach flavors, with a lift of miner-
ality on the finish. This dry rosé is perfect as a sum-
mer or autumnal aperitif. European Cellars. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

89 Domaine de Fondrèche 2020 Rosé (Ven-
toux). Although light, this wine is packed 

with flavor. Acidity, a crisp cool character and 
brightness come through, along with a mineral edge 
to the citrus and red-fruit flavors. Drink now. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

LUBERON

92 Château La Verrerie 2020 Rosé (Luberon). 
This is an exuberantly peachy, perfumed 

blend of Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah. Refreshing 
in body and packed with apricot, red-cherry and 
raspberry flavors, it’s an invigorating, fruit-focused 
dry rosé with a scintillating limestone finish. Enjoy 
young to capitalize on all this freshness. Empire 
Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château de Sannes 2020 1603 Rosé 
(Luberon). Bold aromas of red cherries, 

raspberries and plums perfume this salmon-pink 
dry rosé made from equal parts Syrah and Grenache 
augmented by small proportions of the white grapes 
Ugni Blanc and Vermentino. Moderately full bod-
ied and crisply concentrated, the zippy wine high-

lights crunchy red-berry flavors along with a kick 
of blood-orange acidity. Park Street Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Victorie 2020 L’Audacieuse Rosé (Luberon). 
Brisk notes of quince jelly and tangerine 

introduce this peachy, fresh-fruited blend of 60% 
Syrah and 40% Grenache. Dry and medium bodied 
on the palate, this invigorating rosé would pair well 
with seafood and beach snacks. Advantage Interna-
tional. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Château de Sannes 2020 Aciana Rosé 
(Luberon). Pale peach in hue, this moder-

ately full-bodied, juicy rosé offers plush apricot and 
yellow-cherry flavors edged by flurries of crushed 
stone and dried garrigue. Made predominantly from 
Grenache (but accented by 10% each of Ugni Blanc 
and Vermentino), it’s a soft, supple wine with a del-
icately lingering finish. It’s best enjoyed young. Park 
Street Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Sans Prétention 2020 Rosé (Luberon). Gobs 
of fresh yellow-peach and raspberry flavors 

abound in this juicy, easy-drinking and dry rosé. 
True to the name, it’s a thirst-quenching, uncompli-
cated sip, but offers delicate nuances of dried herb 
and pleasantly puckering tangerine acidity too. At 
peak now, the wine is best enjoyed young. Advan-
tage International. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Ravoire et Fils 2019 Jas Du Lauzon Rosé 
(Luberon). Pale pink in hue, this refreshing 

but demure blend of Grenache (80%) and Cinsault 
(20%) offers delicately concentrated raspberry and 
cassis flavors. Medium bodied and thirst-quenching 
in style, it’s an ideal companion for summertime 
picnics and afternoons at the beach. Monsieur Tou-
ton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

90 Cellier des Dauphins 2020 Réserve Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). This light-bodied blend 

of Grenache, Syrah and Cinsault offers piercing 
blackberry and raspberry flavors against a backdrop 
of zesty blood-orange acidity. Delightfully thirst-
quenching, it’s a fruity, zippy and dry rosé best 
enjoyed young. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 E. Guigal 2020 Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). 
Raspberry and bramble notes are delicate 

on the nose but intensify on the palate of this juicy, 
watermelon-kissed wine. A deep salmon-pink in 
color, it’s a full-bodied but refreshing dry wine that 
finishes on a lingering note of sour-cherry pastille. 
Vintus LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Famille Lançon 2019 La Solitude Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). Ripe aromas of blackberry pre-

serves and rose petals introduce this surprisingly 
crisp, medium-bodied blend of 70% Grenache and 
30% Syrah. This juicy, vibrant and dry rosé would 
be especially thirst-quenching at a summer picnic 
or barbecue. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $13 

90 Les Vignerons du Castelas 2020 L’Amarante 
Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). Bright whiffs of 

candied red cherries and lilac introduce this fresh-
faced, highly quaffable rosé made from 90% Gre-
nache augmented by equal proportions of Syrah and 
Cinsault. Light bodied and struck by salty tangs of 
minerality, it’s a solid, bang-for-your buck and dry 
rosé destined for beachside sipping. Williams Cor-
ner Wine. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Brotte 2020 Esprit Barville Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). Delicate notes of red cherry and 

raspberry are accented by layers of dried thyme, 
sage and lavender in this dusty-pink rosé. Dry in 
style and freshly concentrated, the wine has a pleas-
antly brambly, herbaceous finish. Enjoy young. W. 
Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Laudun Chusclan 2020 Les Costes Nobles 
Terres Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). Concentrated 

blackberry and raspberry flavors are accented by a 
firm mineral undertow in this elegant yet affordable 
dry rosé. Pale pink in hue, the thirst-quenching, 
full-bodied wine finishes with a squirt of tangerine 
acidity and lingering salt crush. Fine Terroir Selec-
tions. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

88 Cellier des Dauphins 2020 Les Dauphins 
Cuvée Spéciale Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). Notes 

of cut slate and basalt introduce this invigorating, 
dry blend of Grenache (70%), Cinsault (10%) and 
Syrah (10%). Pale pink in hue and light in body, it 
highlights zesty sour-cherry and raspberry flavors 
along with a pleasantly herbal finish. Best enjoyed 
young. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Gabriel Meffre 2020 Saint Vincent Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). Aromatic notes of spring 

blossom and bramble lead to tart red plum and 
raspberry on the palate of this light-bodied but sat-
iny dry rosé. Crisply concentrated and calibrated by 
streaks of citrusy acidity, it’s a refreshing wine that 
shows best young. Vision Wine & Spirits. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Louis Bernard 2020 Rosé (Côtes du Rhône). 
Compared to this producer’s more demure 

Louis rose, this dry, briskly concentrated pink offers 
a tad more berry and cherry perfume. Salmon pink 
in the glass, it’s a spry, uncomplicated summer quaf-
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fer with a refreshing sour-cherry twist. The wine is 
best enjoyed young. Boisset Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Père Anselme 2020 La Fiole Rosé (Côtes 
du Rhône). Pert aromas of freshly picked 

boysenberry and blackberry gain ripeness on the 
palate of this full-bodied but crisply balanced dry 
rosé. Shaded by a hint of cut stone, it’s a juicy, 
thirst-quenching summer sip best enjoyed young. 
W. Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Ferraton Père et Fils 2020 Samorës Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). Whiffs of burnt sugar and 

peppery spice extend from nose to finish in this full-
bodied, piquant blend of 75% Grenache, 15% Syrah 
and 10% Cinsault. Deep pink in hue, it highlights 
brambly blackberry and raspberry flavors edged by 
a ruffle of tannins on the finish. Sera Wine Imports. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Louis Bernard 2020 Louis Rosé (Côtes du 
Rhône). Hints of burnt caramel and sun-

scorched herbs accent zippy red-cherry and water-
melon flavors in this crisp, easy-drinking and dry 
rosé. Pale pink in hue, the uncomplicated, thirst-
quenching wine has a pleasantly salty finish. The 
wine is best enjoyed young. Boisset Collection. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Maison Sinnae 2020 La Ferme de Gicon Rosé 
(Côtes du Rhône). This perfumed, pale yel-

low-pink and dry rosé highlights plush flavors of 
ripe peach, apricot and watermelon. Full bodied 
and forward, the easy-drinking, fruity sip is edged 
by fruit-flavored vitamin on the finish. Fine Terroir 
Selections. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

OTHER ROSÉS

91 Domaine de la Verde 2020 Royal Sunset Rosé 
(Vacqueyras). Delicate spice and bold blood-

orange flavors abound from nose to finish in this 
juicy, intensely fruity and dry rosé. A blend of equal 
parts Grenache and Cinsualt accented with small 
proportions of Syrah and Mourvèdre, the concen-
trated sip is packed with bristling berry and cherry 
flavors, with a long, floral finish. Z Wine Gallery 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Cellier des Dauphins 2020 Val Soléu Rosé 
(Drôme). It’s rare to find rosé from the 

Northern Rhône in the United States and this IGP 
Drôme offers a zestiness and vibe that’s distinctly 
northern. Light bodied and zippy compared to its 
more robust southern peers, this blend of 80% 
Grenache and 20% Cinsault offers crisp, biting 
raspberry and sour-cherry flavors edged by a linger-
ing granitic finish. It’s a lovely wine to enjoy young. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Domaine du Père Caboche 2020 Rosé (Vin de 
Pays de Vaucluse). Delicate notes of black 

cherry and allspice extend from nose to finish in this 
juicy, medium-bodied blend of 70% Grenache and 
30% Carignan. Freshly concentrated and marked 
by hints of sun-dried garrigue as well as a touch of 
green pepper, it’s a spicy, elegant wine best enjoyed 
young. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Domaine Maby 2020 La Fermade Rosé 
(Lirac). Delicate notes of bramble and 

blackberry abound in this sharply composed blend 
of Cinsault (90%) and Grenache (10%). An unusu-
ally zesty, light-bodied dry Rhône rosé, it offers cut-
ting berry and cherry flavors that linger on a softly 
tannic, peppery finish. It’s best enjoyed young. DB 
Wine Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Les Vignerons de Tavel & Lirac 2020 Les 
Lauzel Rosé (Vin de Pays du Gard). Six grape 

varieties come together in this full-bodied, Gre-
nache-dominant blend. Peachy in hue and dry on 
the palate, it offers crisp raspberry and strawberry 
flavors anchored by an undertone of river rocks and 
crushed salt. It’s best enjoyed young. Monsieur Tou-
ton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

86 Famille Joyet-Larum 2019 Domaine des Gira-
sols Rosé (Côtes du Rhône Villages). Tasted 

soon after receipt in March 2021, this delicately 
concentrated Grenache-dominant rosé is showing 
maturity in glimpses of dried tangerine peel and 
preserved strawberry accented by crushed earth 
and burnt caramel. The wine should be drunk soon 
before its bloom fades. Jack Edwards Collection. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

RHÔNE VALLEY
WHITE WINES

CONDRIEU

94 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2019 Les 
Eguets (Condrieu). This flamboyant white 

announces itself with heady aromas of apricot, hon-
eysuckle and charred vanilla. Decadently creamy, it’s 
a silky, mouth-drenching sip that finishes on notes 
of crème caramel and tangerine zest. It’s drinking 
beautifully in youth but should develop more hon-
eyed, marzipan notes as it matures through 2030 
and likely further. Taub Family Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

94 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 Amour de Dieu (Con-
drieu). Condrieu is typically an aromatic 

wine but this honeysuckle-scented sip stuns with 
its piercing tangerine, apricot and lychee exuber-
ance. Fermented in stainless steel and matured 10 
months on its lees in oak (15% new), it’s a spicy, 
cream-textured wine that’s irresistible young but 

should continue to gain complexity through 2030 
and longer. Taub Family Selections. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 E. Guigal 2019 Condrieu. Notes of candied 
grapefruit peel, lilac and apricot perfume 

this bright, sunny Viognier. While fermented and 
matured in one-third new oak, it balances smoky, 
spicy, vanilla-cream richness well against pristine 
tangerine and white-peach flavors, with an invigo-
rating lift of tangerine acidity on the finish. Deli-
cious young, the wine should gain honeyed nuances 
through 2030. Vintus LLC. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $68 

SAINT-JOSEPH

93 Graeme & Julie Bott 2018 Saint-Joseph. 
Swirls of orange cream and honeycomb 

introduce this blend of 70% Roussanne and 30% 
Marsanne sourced from granite soils. Matured nine 
months in French oak, it’s a rounded, silken sip 
packed with piercing apricot flavor, finishing on a 
soft, chalky streak. It’s delicious young but should 
hold well through 2026 at least. Banville Wine Mer-
chants. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Cave de Tain 2018 Grand Classique (Saint-
Joseph). Crisp white peach and lemon fla-

vors are accented by judicious hints of toast and 
hazelnut cream in this bright, silk-textured varietal 
Marsanne. Medium bodied and lifted by a spray of 
crushed granite, this finessed dry white is drinking 
particularly well now but should hold through 2027. 
Hand Picked Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Cave de Tain 2018 Terre d’Ivoire Selection 
Parcellaire (Saint-Joseph). Yellow apple 

and apricot notes are scintillating in this fresh, 
fruit-focused Marsanne. Dry and moderately full-
bodied in style, it’s a supple white that expands on 
the palate in swirls of citrus and stone-fruit flavor. 
Marked by a long, stony finish, the wine is at peak 
now through 2025. Hand Picked Selections. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Ferraton Père et Fils 2018 Les Oliviers (Saint-
Joseph). A whisper of caramel winds its 

way through layers of white peach, pear and apple 
in this succulent 50/50 blend of Marsanne and 
Roussanne. Dry yet juicy in fruit profile, it finishes 
on lingering notes of smoke and toasted hazelnut. 
Ready now, it should drink well through 2028. Sera 
Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $87 

CROZES-HERMITAGE

92 E. Guigal 2018 Crozes-Hermitage. Composed 
of 95% Marsanne and 5% Roussanne 

matured 12 months in stainless steel and seasoned 
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oak, this pear-scented dry white offers ripe grape-
fruit and yellow-apple flavors with a steely mineral 
spine. Medium bodied but voluminous in texture, 
it’s a dry, elegant white that lingers on a honeycomb 
finish. At peak now through 2026, the wine can 
hold longer still. Vintus LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Delas Frères 2019 Les Launes (Crozes-Her-
mitage). Notes of smoke and toasted wal-

nuts meld into pert white peach and grapefruit 
in this plump blend of 80% Marsanne and 20% 
Roussanne. Soft, almost creamy, in texture yet 
anchored by a smoky, earthen spine, this dry white 
is approachable young but should drink at peak 
through 2026 and hold further. Maisons Marques 
& Domaines USA. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

91 Domaine du Colombier 2019 Crozes-Hermit-
age. Invigorating whiffs of freshly grated 

wasabi and fresh basil introduce this uniquely spicy 
Roussanne. Dry and full bodied in style, it offers 
zesty grapefruit and Asian pear flavors anchored by 
crisp mineral tones and a twist of hazelnut on the 
finish. It’s delicious now but should drink at peak 
through 2026. Cape Classics. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

91 Ferraton Père et Fils 2018 La Matiniere 
(Crozes-Hermitage). Twists of oak, dill and 

smoke meld into juicy yellow apple and pear in this 
medium-bodied varietal Marsanne. Dry in style yet 
honeyed and pleasantly waxy, it’s a thirst-quench-
ing white lifted by tangerine acidity. The wine is 
ready now but should drink at peak through 2025. 
Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Cave de Tain 2019 Nobles Rives (Crozes-Her-
mitage). While full bodied and luscious in 

texture, this varietal Marsanne offsets plush notes 
of white peach and Mirabelle plum against a zesty 
mineral spine and crisp tangerine acidity. Dry and 
pristinely fruity, it’s an appealing, elegant wine that 
should drink at peak through 2024. Total Wine & 
More. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

90 Cave de Tain 2018 Grand Classique (Crozes-
Hermitage). Smoky, woody notes of toasted 

barrel and charred vanilla accent juicy tangerine 
and yellow-apple flavors in this robust dry white. 
It’s a richer, more flamboyant expression of Crozes-
Hermitage than the producer’s pure-fruited Nobles 
Rives but offers breadth and power that should 
stand up to hearty pork or fowl dishes well through 
2026. Hand Picked Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Maison Denuzière 2018 J. Denuzière (Crozes-
Hermitage). Tropical notes of pineapple 

and mango are accented by lashes of cashew and 
crushed granite in this dry, satiny blend of Mar-
sanne and Roussanne. It’s an ample, juicy wine 
packed with youthful, sun-kissed fruit but balanced 
neatly by soft tangerine acidity and a delicate grip of 

tea tannins on the finish. At peak now–2024. Bou-
tique Wine Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

SAINT-PÉRAY

92 Cave de Tain 2018 Fleur de Roc Selection 
Parcellaire (Saint-Péray). A blend of 94% 

Marsanne and 6% Roussanne, this full-bodied, 
dry white highlights Marsanne’s voluptuous char-
acter accented by sparks of Roussanne’s green-
floral verve. Matured less than seven months with 
only a small proportions in new oak, it’s a more 
restrained, fruit-focused expression of Saint-Péray 
than the producer’s lavish Grand Classique bottling. 
Refreshingly mineral, the wine should drink at peak 
through 2025. Hand Picked Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Ferraton Père et Fils 2018 Le Mialan (Saint-
Péray). A varietal Marsanne grown on lime-

stone and granite soils, this tangerine-kissed white 
juxtaposes rich, creamy swirls of vanilla and apri-
cot with a bristling mineral freshness. The mouth-
drenching, juicy wine finishes on a flurry of white 
blossoms and just a hint of wood tannins. Best 
now–2028. Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 Cave de Tain 2018 Grand Classique (Saint-
Péray). Notes of hazelnut biscotti and toast 

accent ripe, rich apple and grapefruit flavors in 
this Marsanne-Roussanne blend sourced from 
limestone-clay and granite soils. It’s a lusciously 
textured dry white but maintains invigorating min-
eral freshness. The finish is framed by fine, feathery 
wood tannins. Delicious already, the wine should 
improve through 2025 at least. Hand Picked Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Jean-Luc Colombo 2019 La Belle de Mai 
(Saint-Péray). Fresh yellow apples and pears 

are dusted with hints of tangerine zest, allspice 
and honey in this plump, tea-tinged blend of 60% 
Roussanne and 40% Marsanne. Fermented and 
matured in oak barrels (10% new) it’s a cream-
textured white edged by twists of bitter walnut skin 
and orange-peel spice as well as lingering oak tan-
nins. While heady in youth, it should meld nicely 
through 2029. Taub Family Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Maison Denuzière 2018 J. Denuzière (Saint-
Péray). Crisp yellow plum and grapefruit 

flavors are anchored by a smoky, earthen undertow 
in this moderately full-bodied blend of Marsanne 
and Rousssanne. Matured 12 months in stainless 
steel, it’s a pure-fruited, thirst-quenching dry white 
with broad appeal. At peak now–2025. Boutique 
Wine Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

96 Domaine des Pères de L’Eglise 2019 La 
Clairette de Paulette (Châteauneuf-du-

Pape). Made from 100% Clairette sourced from 
limestone soils, this rare varietal Châteauneuf-
du-Pape showcases zippy white-peach and lemon 
flavors accented by hints of orange-blossom per-
fume. Matured 12 months in oak, the rounded sip 
is enriched by streaks of vanilla and sweet cream, 
with a ruffle of wood tannins on the finish. Deli-
cious now, the wine should improve through 2035 
and hold further. Integrity Wines LLC. Cellar Selec-
tion. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $105 

95 E. Guigal 2019 Château de Nalys (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Blending is the historic 

trademark of Châteauneuf-du-Pape and this iconic 
white highlights the diversity of the region’s white 
grape varieties as well as terroir. While similar in 
makeup to its sister bottling, the Saintes Pierres, 
it’s a richer, more decadent sip packed with ripe 
pineapple and yellow-apple flavors swathed in 
honeycomb, orange blossom and vanilla cream. 
Matured 70% in oak barrels, it’s luscious and spicy 
but also an elegant, balanced wine that should 
improve through 2035 and hold longer still. Vintus 
LLC. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $105 

94 E. Guigal 2019 Saintes Pierres de Nalys (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Matured for just eight 

months and geared back in oak influences, this 
fresh, fruit-focused white is a youthful, mouthwa-
tering expression of Châteauneuf-du-Pape blanc. 
A full-bodied blend of five classic white grapes, it 
highlights a crisp backdrop of tart yellow pear and 
grapefruit flavors juxtaposed by rich swathes of 
buttercream, hazelnut and cinnamon. Complex yet 
accessible immediately, the wine should drink well 
through 2030. Vintus LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Guillaume Gonnet 2019 Belle Amie (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Tropical notes of melon 

and guava introduce this pure-fruited blend of 
early-harvest Grenache Blanc and Roussanne vini-
fied with indigenous yeast. A rare, unoaked expres-
sion of Châteauneuf-du-Pape, the blossomy, fresh-
footed white is edged by a salty tang of minerality. 
It’s particularly pleasing young but should mature 
beautifully through at least 2030. Misa Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $44 

93 Alain Jaume et Fils 2019 Domaine Grand 
Veneur Le Miocène (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). 

Delicate notes of smoke and green apple intro-
duce this fresh-fruited blend of 60% Clairette and 
40% Roussanne. Full bodied but almost diapha-
nous on the palate, it offers crisp yellow-plum and 
gooseberry flavors edged by a revitalizing spray of 
crushed stone and walnut skins. The wine is ready 
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now but should drink well through 2030 at least. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $62 

92 Clos Saint Michel 2019 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. This full-bodied but crisply concen-

trated white is a classic regional blend of Clairette, 
Grenache Blanc, Bourboulenc and Roussanne. Fla-
vors of Asian pear and lime are delicate and fresh, 
accented by wisps of smoke and a dusty, crystal-
line mineral undertow. It’s approachable in youth 
but should drink at peak through 2027. Saranty 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

LIRAC

92 Château de Montfaucon 2018 Vin de 
Madame la Comtesse (Lirac). Toasted coco-

nuts and sun-kissed pineapples perfume this tropi-
cal, brightly balanced white. Composed of 99% 
Clairette and 1% Grenache Blanc, it’s fresh in pear 
and Mirabelle flavors but edged by hints of vanilla, 
crushed thyme and salt too. The wine is delicious 
young but should mature nicely through 2028. 
Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

91 Gabriel Meffre 2019 Domaine de Longue 
Toque (Côtes du Rhône). This Marsanne-

dominant dry wine highlights the variety’s ample, 
honeyed mouthfeel with the freshness and min-
erality offered by Roussanne and Grenache Blanc. 
Accented by hints of toast and vanilla biscotti, it’s a 
full-bodied yet bright white that should drink well 
through 2025. Terroir Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 La Bastide Saint Dominique 2019 Côtes du 
Rhône. Crisp notes of pineapple and quince 

are edged by hazelnuts and smoke in this fresh-
fruited blend of 50% Viognier, 25% Grenache 
Blanc and 25% Clairette. Full bodied and plump yet 
lively with minerality, it’s an elegant white that’s 
at peak now but should hold through 2024. Golden 
State Wine Co. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Cellier des Princes 2020 Sélection (Côtes du 
Rhône). A blend of 60% Grenache Blanc 

augmented by four other regional white grapes, 
this moderately full-bodied white offers pert white-
peach and yellow-plum flavors accented by juicy 
grapefruit acidity. Dry in style and exuberant in 
fruit, it’s an invigorating, supple wine that’s best 
enjoyed young. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Pierre Amadieu 2019 Domaine Grand 
Romane Clairette (Côtes du Rhône). Heady 

streaks of vanilla, toasted brioche and acacia flower 
perfume this medium-bodied, dry white. Vinified 
in 1/3 new oak, it swathes a core of bright lemon 

and grapefruit flavors in swirls of lemon curd and 
smoked cedar. A flashy wine in youth, it should meld 
better from 2023 and likely improve through 2030. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

89 Cellier des Dauphins 2020 Les Dauphins 
Cuvée Spéciale (Côtes du Rhône). Waft-

ing of orange blossom, this fresh-fruited blend of 
Grenache Blanc, Viognier, Marsanne and Roussanne 
offers a high reward for a value price tag. Matured 
partially in oak, it offers white-peach and grapefruit 
flavors that are pristine but rounded, edged by a 
hint of toast and a lingering marzipan finish. Best 
enjoyed young. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

89 Cellier des Terres Blanches 2020 Intuition 
(Côtes du Rhône). Pronounced aromas of 

white peach and spring blossom introduce this 
fresh, fruity blend of Roussanne, Clairette and 
Viognier. It’s an uncomplicated, vibrantly youthful 
and dry white that’s delicate in concentration but 
unabashedly easy quaffing. Drink immediately to 
capture its fresh-faced exuberance. Terroir Connec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Château Beauchêne 2019 Vinifie en Bar-
rique de Chene Viognier (Côtes du Rhône). 

Golden tones of acacia honey and toasted almonds 
adorn this rich Viognier. Dry in style, the palate is 
a swirl of vanilla, tangerine and honeysuckle flavors 
gripped by delicate tea tannins and a salty, chalky 
finish. It would make a lovely pairing with goat or 
cow cheese. The wine drinks well now but should 
hold through 2025. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

89 Gabriel Meffre 2020 Saint-Vincent (Côtes 
du Rhône). Whiffs of sun-dried underbrush 

and crushed earth lend savory accents to zesty 
white pear and grapefruit in this brisk dry white. A 
blend of Grenache, Roussanne, Clairette and Viog-
nier vinified and matured in stainless steel, it’s a 
zippy, fruity white best enjoyed young. Vision Wine 
& Spirits. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

89 Gabriel Meffre 2019 Laurus (Côtes du 
Rhône). Crisp white peach is accented by 

salty strikes of minerality in this silky blend of five 
regional white grapes. Robust in volume, it’s lifted 
by streaks of tangerine acidity and a delicately bit-
ter grip of grapefruit pith. Best enjoyed now–2024. 
Vision Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Louis Bernard 2020 Louis (Côtes du Rhône). 
Delicate aromas of white peach and pine-

apple accent crisp white pear on the palate of this 
fresh, easy-drinking dry white. Full bodied yet 
briskly structured by an undertow of lemon-lime 
acidity, it’s an uncomplicated but rejuvenating wine 

that’s shows especially well young. Boisset Collec-
tion. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Maison Bouachon 2019 Les Rabassières 
(Côtes du Rhône). Toasted hazelnuts and 

crisp Asian pears introduce this full-bodied but 
crisply concentrated dry white. A blend of Grenache 
Blanc, Clairette and Viognier, it offers bold lemon 
and grapefruit flavors along with a pleasant twist of 
bitters on the finish. Best now–2024. Boisset Col-
lection. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Myriam Nicolas 2018 Les Olympes (Côtes du 
Rhône). Notes of lemon curd, white peach 

and lychee introduce this perfumed blend of Gre-
nache Blanc, Clairette and Viognier. Dry but tropical 
on the palate, the crisp pineapple and mango fla-
vors are edged by a subtle tang of minerality. It’s a 
thirst-quenching, juicy sip to enjoy now. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Ogier 2018 Artesis (Côtes du Rhône). A 
sheen of honeycomb lends mineral richness 

to white pear and pineapple marmalade in this full-
bodied, juicy white. A blend of five regional white 
grape varieties vinified dry with no oak, it’s an 
easy-drinking, elegant sip that finishes with a grip 
of grapefruit pith. Best now–2024. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Château Beauchêne 2019 Grande Reserve 
(Côtes du Rhône). A hint of cut stone and 

crisp Mirabelle plums introduce this plump, deli-
cately peachy dry white. A blend of five regional 
white grape varieties matured just three months 
in stainless steel, it’s a briskly concentrated wine 
highlighting sunny lemon and grapefruit flavors and 
a plush, silken mouthfeel. Best enjoyed young. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Grandes Serres 2019 Terre de Mistral (Côtes 
du Rhône). Zesty white grapefruit and waxy 

apple peel perfume this dry white. A spry, medium-
bodied blend of Grenache Blanc and Marsanne, it 
offers zippy lemon and pineapple flavors augmented 
by a lift of minerality. Thirst-quenching in style, 
it’s a wine to savor young. Misa Imports. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Louis Bernard 2020 Côtes du Rhône. This 
un-oaked blend of Grenache Blanc, Clairette 

and Bourboulenc offers crisp honeydew and lime 
flavors accented by strikes of cut stone. Dry and full 
bodied in style, it’s a thirst-quenching, approach-
able white ideal as an aperitif. Enjoy young. Boisset 
Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Cellier des Chartreux 2020 Chevalier D (Côtes 
du Rhône). A blend of equal parts Roussanne 

and Clairette accented by 20% of Viognier, this 
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dry white blend offers brisk pineapple and white-
grapefruit flavors in a refreshingly medium-bodied 
package. Edged by lime zest and a pleasantly green, 
herbal note, it’s an easy-quaffing wine to enjoy 
young. Terroir Connections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

PROVENCE
WHITE WINES

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

90 Château Calissanne 2019 Clos Victoire 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Accented by 

vanilla and spice, this ripe wine is textured with 
minerality and creamy apple flavors. Although 
it’s rich, tangy acidity gives texture and balance 
between freshness and good aging potential. Drink 
from 2022. JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Château la Coste 2020 Le Blanc (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). Rich yellow fruits, 

apple and touches of vanilla meld in this full-bod-
ied wine. Spice and fruitiness come together in this 
wine, one of a pair to celebrate the terroir of this 
estate. Drink the wine from 2022. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Château la Coste 2019 Les Pentes Douces 
Blanc (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This 

wine comes from a selection of parcels. A blend of 
Vermentino and Sauvignon Blanc, it offers perfume 
and an herbal character. Rich apricot and kiwi fruits 
balance the texture, and the wine is now ready to 
drink. Organic. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Domaine de Valdition 2020 Vallon des 
Anges (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Tangy, 

bright and fruity, this wine has richness as well as 
a crisp, mineral texture. Creamed-apple flavors are 
cut with lime and kiwi-fruit freshness to give bal-
anced wine that is ready to drink. Organic. Kupela 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Château Calissanne 2020 Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence. Fruity, with a strong, young 

herbal edge, this wine is developing well. In a few 
months, it will have released its intensity, bringing 
out the perfumed character and rich pear flavors. 
Drink from late 2021. JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2020 Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence. This ripe blend of 

Vermentino and Sauvignon Blanc is warm, with 
tropical fruit as well as more citrus flavors. The 
zesty texture will soften and open in the next few 
months, and the wine will be enjoyable from late 
2021. Hand Picked Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE  
SAINTE-VICTOIRE

89 Château Grand Boise 2020 Vermentino 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). This 

wine shows a fine touch of spice from the partial oak 
aging. Zestiness balances the toastiness, with citrus 
and perfumed acidity. Still young, the wine would 
benefit from another few months. Drink from late 
2021. Organic. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $32 

89 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2020 Anna Rolle 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Rolle 

(Vermentino) gives a typical grassy character to 
this young wine. Time will bring out the mango and 
peach flavors and the fresher kiwi character of the 
wine. Wait until late 2021 and it will be rich and 
delicious. Z Wine Gallery Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

BANDOL

91 Château Vannières 2019 Bandol. Vinified and 
aged in wood, this perfumed Clairette-domi-

nated wine is ripe, spicy and full of apricot and kiwi 
fruitiness balanced by toast and spice. The wine is 
ready to drink. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 Domaine de la Bégude 2020 Cuvée Amphore 
(Bandol). This perfumed wine offers ripe 

white fruits balanced by crisp acidity. Matured in 
amphorae, the wine has an open, rich character, 
offering flavors dominated by apple and pear. The 
wine will be best from late 2021. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $51 

90 Domaine Vigneret 2020 Vigneret (Bandol). 
A ripe, perfumed and full-bodied wine, 

this is succulent and full of fruits. The dominant 
Clairette gives a rich wine that is backed by tangy 
acidity and a burst of kiwi and white-peach flavors. 
Drink the wine from 2022. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

89 Château Val d’Arenc 2020 Bandol. Mainly 
Clairette, this bright and fruity wine offers 

pear and crisp citrus flavors. It is full of warmth 
and richness. Youthful acidity adds freshness to 
this perfumed wine. Drink from late 2021. Organic. 
Aliane Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

COTEAUX VAROIS EN 
PROVENCE

91 Château d’Ollières 2020 Haut du Pigeonnier 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). A blend of 

Rolle and Ugni Blanc, this wood-aged wine comes 
from selected parcels of the estate. Richly textured 
and with acidity balancing the spice, the quince and 

pear flavors are still developing. This wine will be 
at its best from 2022. Rising Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

90 Château d’Ollières 2020 Prestige (Coteaux 
Varois en Provence). This smoothly tex-

tured, rounded wine offers ripe pear fruits that are 
made richer by apricot and spice flavors. Richness 
contrasts with the mineral edge and textured after-
taste. Drink from late 2021. Rising Wine Domains. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

88 Château d’Ollières 2020 Coteaux Varois en 
Provence. Produced mainly from perfumed 

Rolle (Vermentino), this wine is crisp. Citrus and 
kiwi fruitiness comes freshly through the light tex-
ture. Drink this attractive wine now. Rising Wine 
Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

92 Château Grand Boise 2019 Cuvée 1611 (Côtes 
de Provence). This Vermentino, or Rolle, 

was partially fermented in amphorae, giving the 
wine a broad character that emphasizes the aroma 
and tight texture. Drink this balanced, fruity wine 
now. Organic. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $43 

91 Château Saint-Esprit 2019 Signature (Côtes 
de Provence). This lightly wood-aged wine 

has spice, richness and a creamed-apple flavor. A 
touch of pear adds extra ripeness to this densely 
fruity wine that is ready to drink. Drinkable Arts 
Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Château du Carrubier 2020 Côtes de 
Provence. Creamy fruit and good acidity 

join amicably in this apple- and white-peach-fla-
vored wine. The flavors contrast with tense acidity 
that will soften as the wine matures. Drink from 
2022. DB Wine Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château du Carrubier 2020 Cuvée de Zélie 
(Côtes de Provence). This fruity wine is 

packed with soft fruits, perfume and ripe acidity. 
The wine is still young, with a crisp, mineral edge 
that will go as it matures, giving richness. Drink 
from 2022. DB Wine Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Domaine de la Sanglière 2020 Spéciale 
(Côtes de Provence). Pure Rolle (aka Ver-

mentino) has produced a bright, fresh and herbal 
wine. Green fruits vie with rich peach flavors in 
their ripeness and bright tension. This wine should 
develop a little further before drinking, so wait until 
late 2021. Cru Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Château Léoube 2020 Love by Léoube (Côtes 
de Provence). This fruity wine with apple 
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and citrus flavors is smoothly textured. Touches of 
vanilla contrast with the acidity, crisp final texture 
and tangy, young aftertaste. Drink from 2022. MS 
Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Domaine de la Navicelle 2020 Côtes de 
Provence. Lightly earthy in character, this 

wine has young, bright fruits that need to soften 
and open. Apples and spice give the wine both a 
fresh character and background ripeness. Drink the 
wine from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2020 Cuvée G 
(Côtes de Provence). Freshly herbal and 

lightly perfumed, this wine has plenty of youthful 
acidity. Apple and citrus come through the mineral 
texture, promising fruitiness in the coming months. 
Drink the wine from late 2021. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Château Saint-Esprit 2020 Côtes de 
Provence. This smooth, ripe wine has fresh-

ness and zestiness, giving a crisp edge to the citrus 
and green-apple fruits. The wine is now ready to 
drink. Drinkable Arts Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

89 Château Yssole 2020 Signore (Var). Fresh, 
tangy and fruity, this wine is full of bright-

ness. Citrus and pear flavors are in harmony, giv-
ing acidity and a zesty aftertaste. Delicious already, 
the wine will be even better from late 2021. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

88 Domaine de Valdition 2020 Alpilles. This 
blend of six grapes offers richness and a 

smooth texture. Hints of spice and wild flowers 
give a feel of sunny warmth. Drink this wine now. 
Organic. Kupela Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Domaine de Valdition 2020 Cuvée des Filles 
Chasan (Alpilles). The Chasan grape, cre-

ated in 1958 at a French research institute, is rare to 
find by itself in a wine. Attractive flavors of yellow 
fruits and greengage plums are balanced by the light 
acidity and textured aftertaste. Drink now. Kupela 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

PROVENCE
ROSÉS

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

92 Château la Coste 2020 Grand Vin Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). Old-vine Grenache, 

aged in wood, goes into this rich, densely textured 
wine. It has impressive concentration, balancing 

fruit ripeness with a fresh streak. The aftertaste 
brings out spice and juiciness. Organic. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

92 Château Vignelaure 2020 Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). For full review see page 

17. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 Cellier d’Eguilles 2020 Sieur d’Eguilles Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This is a 

densely fruity wine, rich in raspberry flavors and 
plenty of crisp, balancing acidity. The wine is tangy, 
bright with orange zest and packed with fruitiness 
at the end. Drink now. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

91 Château Beaulieu 2020 Cuvée Alexandre 
Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Strong 

minerality from volcanic soil shows in this tightly 
textured wine. Along with tanginess, the wine has 
intensity, spice, red fruits that are still developing 
and the possibilty for some aging. Drink from late 
2021. Folio Fine Wine Partners. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

91 Château la Coste 2020 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). The estate wine from La Coste, 

this is richly endowed with ripe strawberry fruits 
touched by caramel. From selected parcels, the wine 
is likely to improve over the next few months, so 
drink from late 2021. Organic. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Hecht & Bannier 2020 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). This delicate, perfumed wine 

is balanced, ripe with warm red fruits and a touch 
of caramel. Lightness and lively crispness offset the 
rich fruitiness. Drink now. Organic. Frederick Wild-
man & Sons, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Les Quatre Tours 2020 Classique Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). This pale wine, 

almost white in color, is softly textured. Ripe straw-
berry flavors contrast with the zesty acidity and 
lemon freshness. A blend of four grapes including 
Cabernet Sauvignon, the wine is lightly textured, 
touched by pepper and ready to drink. VOS Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château Calissanne 2020 Calisson de Calis-
sanne Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). 

Perfumed and lightly herbal, this blend includes a 
touch of white Rolle to lighten the color. It bursts 
with vibrant red-currant fruits that are lightly tex-
tured at the end. Drink now. JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Château Calissanne 2020 Clos Victoire Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Partly aged in 

wood, this wine has an extra dimension of richness 
that adds to the red-fruit flavors and tangy citrus 

edge. The wine is ripe, ready to age for a few more 
months. Drink from late 2021. JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Château Saint-Hilaire 2020 Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). The 30% Syrah in this 

ripe blend gives it texture as well as layers of acid-
ity. Rich strawberry flavors are cut with tangy citrus 
and an edge of minerality. Drink now or wait until 
late 2021. NakedWines.com. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Château Vignelaure 2020 La Source Châ-
teau Vignelaure Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-

Provence). In true Bordelais fashion, this is the sec-
ond wine of this estate, a nod to the fact that the 
vineyard was created by a producer from Bordeaux. 
Dense and rich, the wine is powered by caramel and 
ripe strawberry fruits, with a firm edge from Syrah 
and Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend. Drink the 
wine now. Organic. MacArthur Beverages. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Commanderie de la Bargemone 2020 Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Rich in spice 

and red-currant fruits, the wine is fresh and crisp. 
With its good acidity and tangy backdrop, the wine 
is just now ready to drink. Organic. Hand Picked 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Domaine de Valdition 2020 Vallon des 
Anges Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). 

This wine is soft and ripe, with peppery Grenache 
and contrasting red-berry and citrus fruits. The rich 
texture is open and generous. Drink now. Organic. 
Kupela Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

90 Domaine des Oullières 2020 OH! Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This blend of 

Grenache and Syrah is ripe, bright and worthy of an 
exclamation point. It offers red-currant freshness 
and plenty of lively acidity. The wine could age a 
little and will be better from late 2021. Wine Gems 
Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $37 

89 Cellier d’Eguilles 2020 Belles d’Eguilles Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). With a domi-

nance of Syrah, this wine has structure and ripe 
red-berry and plum fruits. Freshness balances with 
the ripeness and density. The wine is ready to drink. 
W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

89 Domaine d’Eole 2020 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). This lively, bright wine has 

richness in its caramel and spice flavors. These con-
trast easily with the raspberry fruits and delicious 
final acidity. Drink now. Organic. Vinifrance. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Cellier d’Eguilles 2020 Aix Cellar Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This wine is 

all about the freshest fruit. Crisp red currants and 
raspberries are right up front and crisply refreshing. 
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The wine has balance and a bright aftertaste. Drink 
now. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

88 Château Calissanne 2020 Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). From the 270-acre 

vineyard of Calissanne, this wine is well balanced, 
ripe with red fruits and fresh with lime-zest acid-
ity. The wine is crisp, bright and ready to drink. JP 
Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Domaine des Oullières 2020 Harmonie Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This wine 

points towards freshness, with good acidity and 
crisp red-currant fruits. The wine has a light touch, 
bright and with a crisp citrus edge. It is ready to 
drink. Wine Gems Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Maison Saint Aix 2020 Aix Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). With its soft texture 

and gentle acidity, this wine is rich in fruitiness 
and tangy freshness. Citrus flavors give a lively edge 
to this bright wine that is ready to drink. Kobrand. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

87 Bieler Père et Fils 2020 Sabine Rosé (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). A crisp, soft and juicily 

fruity wine, this has bright red-currant flavors just 
lightly touched with pepper. Fresh and lightly tex-
tured, it is ready to drink. Trinchero Family Estates. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Cellier d’Eguilles 2020 Les Cardonnières Rosé 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). A rich blend 

of Syrah and Grenache, this wine is lightly spicy, 
fresh with citrus and red fruits. The aftertaste has 
an attractive edge of pepper. Drink now. W. Direct. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

87 Château Beaulieu 2020 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-
en-Provence). Packed with young fruit, this 

is a lightly herbal and crisp wine. Red currants and 
spice come together in a fresh wine that is ready to 
drink. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Château la Coste 2020 d’une Nuit Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). This wine has ripe 

wild-strawberry flavors and a rich, rounded texture. 
It appeals immediately with its full character and 
bright, juicy aftertaste. Drink now. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Château Pigoudet 2020 Classic Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). So pale in color that 

it looks like a white wine, this is only discernible as 
a rosé by its texture. Having taken lack of color to its 
extreme, the producer probably needs to pull back 
and give the hue the same attention as the attrac-

tive grapefruit and spice flavors. T. Edward Wines 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Cellier d’Eguilles 2020 L’Aixoise Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). This fruity wine 

has been touched with tannins. The light structure 
backs up the red fruits, acidity and crispness in a 
wine that is totally ready to drink. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

86 Le Charmel 2020 Rosé (Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence). This is a soft wine, with citrus 

and red-berry flavors in equal measure. Its acidity 
and light spice are immediately drinkable. Wine-
sellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

84 Château la Vivonne 2020 Brin de Rosé (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). Based in Bandol, 

the producer also makes this wine from Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence. It is soft, easy, lightly fruity 
and lightly textured. Acidity and a crisp aftertaste 
complete this ready-to-drink wine. Deutsch Family 
Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE  
SAINTE-VICTOIRE

93 Mas de Cadenet 2018 Grande Garde Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Almost 

three years old, this wine shows the aging poten-
tial of top Provence rosé. It is a rich, open blend of 
Grenache and Syrah, perfumed and with light wood 
aging. Spice and a rounded texture offer intensity 
and concentration. Drink the wine now. Organic. 
David Bowler Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Château de Pourcieux 2020 Sainte-Victoire 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). 

Vineyards close to Sainte-Victoire mountain have 
produced a rich, ripely textured 50/50 Syrah and 
Grenache blend. It is juicy, with great acidity and 
some aging possibility. Drink now or wait until 
2022. Baron Francois Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Château Gassier 2020 Le Pas de Moine Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). The 

name of this wine recalls the path that monks fol-
lowed to the heights of Sainte-Victoire. Rich tex-
ture and density come from the vineyard and the 
ripe grapes. This concentrated wine will be ready 
from late 2021. Organic. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Mas de Cadenet 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). The seventh 

generation of the Negrel family at this estate has 
produced a ripe and generous wine with red-berry 
fruits and refreshing acidity. The wine comes from 
the cru vineyards of Sainte-Victoire, helping give 

extra depth. Drink from late 2021. Organic. David 
Bowler Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

92 Mathilde Chapoutier 2020 Grand Ferrage 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). 

This is the first of two Provence wines produced by 
the Chapoutier family of the northern Rhône region. 
Rich and well balanced, the dense wine highlights 
ripe fruits, poised between an attractive texture 
and great fruitiness. Drink from late 2021. Terlato 
Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

91 Domaine des Diables 2020 L’Hydropathe 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). The 

name means water-hater, presumably because wine 
is better for the drinker. This richly aromatic wine 
demands attention and fruity drinking. With a crisp 
aftertaste, it is a young wine that will be at its best 
from late 2021. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

91 Famille Sumeire 2020 Elie Sumeire Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Named 

after the family patriarch, this wine comes from 
selected vineyards close to the Sainte-Victoire 
mountain. It is textured, with a peppery character 
that will soon soften into the ripe red fruits. Drink 
the wine from late 2021. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château des Ferrages 2020 Mon Plaisir Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Bright, 

fresh and tangy, this wine is packed with fruit. A 
bright touch of white Vermentino add to the fresh-
ness. With its lively acidity and zesty aftertaste, the 
wine is ready to drink. Sera Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Château Grand Boise 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). From vineyards 

at the foot of the Sainte-Victoire mountain, this 
intense wine also preserves a light touch of fruiti-
ness. Crisp citrus and red currants abound in this 
wine that is ready to drink. Organic. Soilair Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $27 

90 Domaine des Diables 2020 Bon Bon Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). Ini-

tially herbal, this wine then reveals raspberry fruits 
that are freshened by orange-zest flavors. From 
vineyards at the foot of Sainte-Victoire mountain, 
the wine has an appealing texture and layers of per-
fumed acidity. Drink from late 2021. Planet Wine. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Domaine Houchart 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). From vines on 

the lower slopes of Mont Sainte-Victoire, this 
estate’s principal wine is a ripe, full-bodied blend 
with Syrah and Grenache. It has a dense texture, 
with rich fruits, touches of pepper and the begin-
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ning of freshness at the end. Drink from late 2021. 
David Milligan Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2020 Rosalie Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire). This 

wine is rich, full of red fruits cut with grapefruit and 
lemon freshness. With a good proportion of Syrah, 
the blend balances texture and ripeness. It is still a 
little young, so drink from late 2021. Z Wine Gallery 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Château Maupague 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence Sainte-Victoire). A fruity, classic 

blend of Grenache and Cinsault, this wine is ripe 
with strawberry and pepper flavors. It has poten-
tial richness and could do with a few more months. 
Drink from late 2021. Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

BANDOL

93 Château Vannières 2019 La Patience de Van-
nières Rosé (Bandol). Fermented and aged in 

wood, this wine is dominated by spice and toasti-
ness. Fruits support the richness, giving a touch of 
freshness to this full, vanilla-flavored wine. Drink 
now. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $61 

93 Domaine de la Bégude 2020 L’Irréductible 
Rosé (Bandol). A rosé that can be aged, this 

brings out richness, density and ripe red fruits. 
With its texture, acidity and concentration, the 
wine has light salinity as well as flavors from the 
wild herbs of the region. It is ready to drink but will 
be much better from 2022. Organic. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $49 

93 Domaines Ott 2020 Château Romassan Rosé 
(Bandol). This structured, textured wine 

offers perfumes and concentrated fruits. Spice and 
rich red-currant flavors dominate the crisp wine. 
With its acidity and developing texture, this wine 
will probably be best from 2022. Maisons Marques 
& Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

92 Domaine Dupuy de Lôme 2020 Rosé (Ban-
dol). Produced in a vineyard that contains 

many old vines, this wine is richly structured, per-
fumed with Mourvèdre and rich in tannins and a 
dense texture. Fresh citrus flavors use the yellow 
fruits and strawberry bite for balance. Drink this 
rich wine from late 2021. Organic. Aquitaine Wine 
Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

92 Domaine la Suffrène 2020 Rosé (Bandol). 
More than half of this blend is Mourvè-

dre, giving perfumed spice and a structure that 
will soften as the wine matures. Rich and full in 
the mouth, it has a texture that is opening. Wait to 

drink the wine until late 2021. Bandol Wines Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

92 Hecht & Bannier 2020 Rosé (Bandol). 
Mourvèdre is at the back of this richly tex-

tured wine. Spice, pepper and light tannins create a 
fine setting for the perfumed red-berry and citrus 
fruits. Drink this food-friendly wine from late 2021. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

91 Château de la Noblesse 2020 Noblesse Oblige 
Rosé (Bandol). The pale color of this ripe, 

full-bodied wine is deceptive. With the spice and 
perfumes prominent, it has rich red-berry fruits 
that are generously textured and full of youthful 
vigor. Let the wine settle and drink from late 2021. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Château Vannières 2020 Rosé (Bandol). This 
richly structured rosé is packed with red 

fruits, cut with grapefruit, citrus and hints of nut-
tiness. The wine is ripe, full in the mouth, well bal-
anced and ready to drink. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Domaine le Galantin 2020 Le Galantin Rosé 
(Bandol). It’s no surprise that this rich rosé 

from Bandol is 50% Mourvèdre. That grape gives 
the wine density, an opulent, spice and perfume 
character and aging potential. The wine will be at 
its best from late 2021. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Château Val d’Arenc 2020 Rosé (Bandol). 
A rounded, spicy rosé, this is rich in warm 

red fruits. Its perfumed character is balanced by 
flavors of the wild herbs around the vineyard. The 
wine could be aged for a few months into 2022, 
although it is ready to drink now. Organic. Aliane 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Domaine de la Bégude 2020 Rosé (Bandol). 
Darker in color than some rosés from the 

region, this nevertheless has the right freshness and 
lift. Bright fruit flavors are balanced with grapefruit 
freshness and spice, with an attractively perfumed 
aftertaste. Drink now. Organic. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

90 Domaine Vigneret 2020 Rosé (Bandol). 
This producer with vines in Côtes de 

Provence and Bandol has crafted a rich, full-bodied 
wine. Juicy red-currant flavor is underlined by a 
tangy texture and slightly herbal aftertaste. Drink 
now. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

90 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2020 Cuvée Mar-
cel Rosé (Bandol). Beautifully perfumed 

Mourvèdre gives this blend richness and a ripe, red-
berry character. A little young and with a tight tex-

ture, the wine needs a few months. Drink from late 
2022. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

87 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2020 Rosé (Bandol). 
Fresh and bright with lively acidity and crisp 

red fruits, this wine is tangy, full of acidity with a 
zesty aftertaste. Drink now. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

VAR

87 Château Aspras 2020 A Lisa Rosé (Var). A 
spicy wine packed with Grenache and Cin-

sault, this also is fruity. The rounded character 
makes it best with food. Drink now. Organic. Bond 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

85 Cap Wine 2020 OR de la Castinelle Rosé 
(Var). The touch of bitterness in this wine 

cuts through the brighter red fruits and acidity. The 
wine has a light texture and is ready to drink. Suit-
able for vegans. Kosher. Bridge Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $14 

85 Château Saint-Esprit 2020 Var West Rosé 
(Var). The name is inspired by a grape thief 

in the region in the 1950s. The wine is full of open 
fruit and lively acidity. Red fruits and citrus ema-
nate from the glass. Drink now. Organic. Drinkable 
Arts Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

COTEAUX VAROIS  
EN PROVENCE

92 Château d’Ollières 2020 Haut de l’Autin Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). Touches of 

spice and vanilla come through this rich, red-fruit-
flavored wine. The velvet texture is just pricked 
with pepper and finishes with a generous aftertaste. 
Drink from late 2021. Rising Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

90 Château Margüi 2020 Rosé (Coteaux Varois 
en Provence). The vineyards at an eleva-

tion of 900 feet give a cool, elegant character to 
this wine. With its good acidity and tight texture, 
the wine is fresh and fruity. Citrus flavors dominate, 
backed up by the red-currant fruits. Drink now. 
Skywalker Vineyards. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Château Trians 2020 Rosé (Coteaux Varois 
en Provence). Ripe, soft and fruity, this 

wine has a rich, full-bodied character. That is bal-
anced by the zesty acidity and lively, bright after-
taste, with raspberry and citrus flavors. Drink now. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Château d’Ollières 2020 Prestige Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). From selected 

parcels of vines, this ripe, juicy wine is packed 
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with crisp, young fruit. Acidity and freshness come 
together in a bright wine that is ready to drink. Ris-
ing Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Château Lafoux 2020 Rosé (Coteaux Varois 
en Provence). This is an immediately attrac-

tive wine, full of tangy, textured fruits and pepper 
flavors. Freshness is up front, bringing with it red-
currant flavors and lively acidity. Drink now. USA 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Château Thuerry 2020 Les Abeillons Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). A ripe wine, 

this has richness and concentration to go with the 
generous red fruits. Still a little young, the texture 
is cut with minerality and citrus-zest acidity. Drink 
the wine now or in late 2021. Wines With Convic-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Domaine Saint Mitre 2020 Cuvée M Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). Pale in color, 

this wine has a soft texture, with hints of caramel 
as well as red fruits. It is smoothly textured with 
plenty of ripe fruits and richness. Drink now. Vin-
tage Imports, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Château Routas 2020 Routas Rosé (Cote-
aux Varois en Provence). With plenty of 

red-currant and crisp wild-strawberry flavors, this 
wine is fruity and bright. It has some concentration 
and plenty of freshness at the end. Drink now. USA 
Wine West. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Domaine de Cala 2020 Rosé (Coteaux Varois 
en Provence). With its pale peach-pink 

color, this wine is fruity, spicy with a touch of pep-
per. The fruit is developing underneath this spici-
ness to add an attractive citrusy tang. This wine 
should be ready from late 2021. Wine Warehouse 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Famille Ravoire 2020 Domaine Bois de la 
Neuve Rosé (Coteaux Varois en Provence). 

This wine comes from a vineyard in a nature reserve. 
It is tangy while also having ripe raspberry and rich 
spice flavors. The fruitiness is about to emerge from 
the texture, so wait to drink until late 2021. Knows 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Château d’Ollières 2020 Rosé (Coteaux 
Varois en Provence). Light and fresh with 

tangy red-currant fruits, this wine is already 
approachable. The crisp texture, acidity and open 
aftertaste make it ready to drink now. Rising Wine 
Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

84 Cap Wine 2020 Riviera Bistro Rosé (Cote-
aux Varois en Provence). This light, open 

and fruity wine is fresh, clean and ready to drink. 

Balancing spice and pink-grapefruit flavors, the 
wine finishes brightly. Suitable for vegans. Bridge 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

84 Estandon 2020 Terres de Saint-Louis Rosé 
(Coteaux Varois en Provence). A soft wine, 

this is fresh with red-currant fruits and bright acid-
ity, with a light touch of pepper in the background. 
This aperitif rosé is ready to drink. Slocum & Sons, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE  
LA LONDE

92 Château des Bormettes 2020 Instinct Parcel-
laire Rosé (Côtes de Provence La Londe). Rich 

and ripe with red fruits and spiciness, this densely 
textured wine finishes with intense acidity. The 
elements suggest the wine is still developing, but 
promising much. Wait to drink until 2022. Wine 
Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Château les Valentines 2020 Les Valentines 
Le Grand Huit Rosé (Côtes de Provence La 

Londe). Taking advantage of the vineyard’s prox-
imity to sea, which Mourvèdre likes, there is 50% 
of this grape in the blend along with Cinsault. The 
perfumed, ripe and well-textured wine finishes with 
spice and a touch of pepper. The wine is worth hold-
ing for a few months. Drink from late 2021 or even 
2022. Organic. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

92 Figuière 2020 Confidentielle Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence La Londe). The top wine from this 

estate offers a mineral texture and peppered fruit, 
rich and lightly structured. From selected parcels, 
the wine is full and packed with ripe red-currant 
and citrus flavors. Drink from late 2021. Organic. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

91 Domaine de la Sanglière 2020 Prestige Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence La Londe). A rich, pep-

pery wine, this is ripe with dense red fruits, con-
centrated acidity and berry flavors. The texture 
contrasts with the fruitiness and juicy aftertaste. It 
needs some aging, so wait to drink until late 2021. 
Cru Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Fabre en Provence 2020 Château Saint-Hon-
oré Rosé (Côtes de Provence La Londe). This 

wine with crisp red fruits is bright and cut with 
acidity. Fresh fruitiness comes through strongly, 
giving a cool character, lively and lightly textured. 
Drink now. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

93 Château d’Esclans 2019 Garrus Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This wine continues to follow 

its own path in interpreting rosé from Provence. 
Wood aged and ripe, it shows toast and spice as 
much as fruit, well integrated and with the possi-
bility of aging further. Elegant while also powerfully 
rich, the wine demands food as a partner. Drink this 
unique wine from 2022. Moët Hennessy USA. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Château de Berne 2020 La Grande Cuvée 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Produced from 

old-vine Grenache, this wine is lightly wood aged. 
That enhances the richness of the concentrated red 
fruits and produces a ripe wine, spicy and intense. 
The wine is ready to drink although it can be aged 
for at least another two years. Provence Rose Group. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

93 Château Minuty 2020 Cuvée 281 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This is the top rosé from this 

great estate situated in the hills above Saint-Tropez. 
It is rich, full and perfumed, with peppered wild-
strawberry flavors. Lined with acidity and textured, 
the wine is likely to age and should be drunk from 
2022. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

93 Château Roubine 2020 Premium Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). For full review see page 13. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

93 Château Saint-Esprit 2019 Quintessence 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Wood aged and 

rich, this soft wine is rounded with spice and ripe, 
now mature red fruits. The wine is balanced, full 
with a texture that has a light tang of citrus that 
guards a remembrance of freshness. Drink now. 
Drinkable Arts Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

93 Château Saint-Maur 2020 L’Excellence Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This is the top wine 

from this estate, situated in the hills west of Saint-
Tropez. It is rich, densely textured and impressively 
structured. Red fruits are swathed in minerality, 
tight and just waiting to burst out. Drink this wine 
from 2022. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Mirabeau en Provence 2020 Etoile Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The top wine from this 

producer is a blend dominated by 90% Grenache. It 
has richness and spice, pepper as well as ripe straw-
berry that is balanced by cool, tangy acidity at the 
end. Drink from late 2021. Massanois Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

92 Bernard Magrez 2020 L’Excellence des Murai-
res Rosé (Côtes de Provence). A pale-colored 
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wine, this is a rich blend of Grenache and Cinsault. 
Ripeness and structure add caramel to the full fruit 
flavors. With potential from its mineral texture, 
the wine is likely to be at its best from 2022. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Château d’Esclans 2019 Les Clans Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This rich, wood-aged 

wine is just at is peak. The ripe fruit has taken on 
a toasty edge while keeping plenty of acidity and 
smooth, red-berry flavors. The aftertaste is full and 
generous. Drink now. Moët Hennessy USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

92 Château la Tulipe Noire 2020 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This rare blend is dominated 

by 80% Tibouren, a variety very local to Provence. 
Perfumed and shot with acidity, the wine has a 
creamy, spicy character. It is rich in its texture and 
intense fruitiness. Drink from late 2021. Organic. 
Accolade Brands. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Château Minuty 2020 Rose et Or Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This rich, ripe wine celebrates 

Grenache in its delicious red fruits and peppery 
edge. The wine is crisp while also packed with 
intense red-berry flavors shot through with great 
acidity. This wine will age, so drink from late 2021. 
Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

92 Château Roubine 2020 Inspire Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This rich, full wine is well 

balanced, with great fruits and red-currant acid-
ity. With its hint of caramel and touch of pepper, 
the wine has density and can develop further. Drink 
from late 2021. Organic and biodynamic. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

92 Château Sainte Marguerite 2020 Love 
Provence Rosé (Côtes de Provence). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

92 Château Sainte Roseline 2020 Cuvée La 
Chapelle de Sainte Roseline Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Mourvèdre marks this luxury cuvée from 
this producer. With its structure and dense texture, 
the wine is made for food. Grapefruit flavors and 
intense acidity will soften over the next few months. 
Drink from late 2021. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Commanderie de Peyrassol 2020 Le Clos 
Peyrassol Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Top of 

the range from Peyrassol, this wine comes from a 
single vineyard. It is densely rich, packed with ripe 
red fruits. Touched by spice and beautifully tex-
tured, the wine is ready to drink. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

92 Domaines Ott 2020 Château de Selle Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The palest rosé color 

contrasts with a wine that is full of ripe flavors, 
of rich pepper and generous red-currant fruits. It 
is a full wine, packed with bold flavors and acidity 
in equal, balanced measure. Drink from late 2021. 
Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

92 Domaines Ott 2020 Clos Mireille Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). A soft, ripe wine, this offers 

red fruits and citrus flavors surrounded by rich-
ness, textured with tight minerality and intense 
acidity. This complex wine will take a little time to 
come into its own. Drink from late 2021. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

91 Bernard Magrez 2020 Le Clos des Grands 
Muraires Rosé (Côtes de Provence). A selec-

tion from different parcels, this wine has ripe, 
attractive fruits. It is rich, packed with red-currant 
and raspberry flavors that have depth and concen-
tration. The wine is ready to drink. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Château Astros 2020 Absolu Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This wine is rich while also tex-

tured, with rounded corners and smoothness. Spice 
and raspberry flavors offer a generous feel to a wine 
that could benefit from further aging. Drink from 
late 2021. Wine Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

91 Château de Berne 2020 Inspiration Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). For full review see page 

23. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

91 Château de Bregançon 2020 Isaure Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This is a floral wine, 

with spice and pepper mingling with crisp acidity 
and red-berry fruits. Freshness dominates, with cit-
rus and a crisp texture giving an attractive lift. The 
wine should be kept a few months, so drink from 
late 2021. Organic. Rising Wine Domains. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Château du Carrubier 2020 Cuvée Ingénue 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Almost entirely 

Grenache, this wine is full and smooth, offering 
pepper and caramel as well as red-currant fruits 
to add freshness. This rich wine should age a little 
further. Drink from late 2021. DB Wine Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Château Grand Boise 2020 Jadis Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Pale in color, this crisp and 

fruity wine is lively with acidity and red-currant 
fruits. Lemon freshness comes through the tangy 
texture, offering spice and a bright aftertaste. Drink 
this refreshing wine now. Organic. Soilair Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $38 

91 Château la Martinette 2018 Reflets d’Argens 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Wood aged and 

with a high proportion of white grapes, this wine 
has matured well. Now rich and spicy with dried 
fruits as well as touches of toast, the wine is dense 
and concentrated. Drink now. Continent Wines Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

91 Château les Valentines 2020 Le Caprice de Clé-
mentine Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Softly tex-

tured with red fruits, this is a full wine. A balanced 
blend of half-and-half Cinsault and Grenache, it 
offers touches of pepper and rich acidity. Hold this 
wine a month or so and drink from late 2021. Eva-
ton, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

91 Château Miraval 2020 Miraval Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). For full review see page 23. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

91 Château Sainte Marguerite 2020 Fantastique 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Almost white in 

color, this wine just hints at rosé. The texture and 
red-fruit flavors are the giveaway, with some tex-
tured, peppery flavors and a touch of tannin. The 
wine is ready to drink. Suitable for vegans. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine de l’Amaurigue 2020 Le Grand de 
l’Aumerigue Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

limited-edition wine is a blend of half-and-half Gre-
nache and Cinsault. The wine, as elegant as its bot-
tle, is packed with red fruits that are restrained by 
spice and a pepper edge that make it both refreshing 
and succulent. Drink now. Diva Wine USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Domaine de la Sanglière 2020 Spéciale Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This rich rosé has aging 

potential. With its ripe tangy texture, flavors of 
pepper and rich spice, the wine is still develop-
ing, promising layers of red fruits over the next few 
months. Drink as its best from 2022. Cru Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Figuière 2020 Première Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This wine is rich, full of red and 

citrus fruits that give a dense, fresh character. The 
ripeness, layers of young acidity and perfumed 
fruitiness suggest the wine could age a few months 
more. Drink from late 2021. Suitable for vegans. 
Organic. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Domaine de Carteyron 

Malyse Rosé (Côtes de Provence). From a 22-acre 
vineyard close to the hilltop village of Gassin, this 
wine is ripe, full of well-structured red fruits. Rasp-
berry and red-currant flavors give richness and a 
dense texture, suggesting some aging would be in 
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order. Drink from 2022. Hidalgo Imports, LLC. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

91 Mathilde Chapoutier 2020 Grand Ferrage 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The Rhône-based 

Chapoutier family produces two Provence rosés 
with the same panache. With its blend of six grapes, 
including two white, this wine is dense, textured 
and full of rich fruitiness. Red currants and ber-
ries joyously burst out of the glass, demanding to 
be drunk now. Terlato Wines International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Arômanes 2020 Eternity Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). A poised, elegant wine with 

a light touch of floral flavors and acidity, this is 
attractively bright. Citrus flavors are peppered with 
spice, leaving a tangy, zesty aftertaste. Drink now. T. 
Elenteny Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Château Clarettes 2020 Grande Cuvée Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This producer based in 

the valley of the Argens river has crafted a richly 
spicy wine. Berry fruits are surrounded by pepper 
and vanilla flavors, giving a rich wine that is ready 
to drink. Allen Walker Collection LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Château d’Esclans 2019 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). With the extra year in bottle, 

this wine has developed well. It has style and poise 
that lead freshness through the wine’s richness. The 
aftertaste is peppery, with slight bite from the alco-
hol. Drink now. Moët Hennessy USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Château de Berne 2020 Grande Récolte 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). While this wine 

has lightness it also offers intense, ripe red fruits. 
Vibrant freshness is right up front, conveying red-
currant and raspberry flavors. Drink now. Provence 
Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Château de Bregançon 2020 La Réserve 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The Fort of 

Bregançon, just off the coast from this estate, has 
been the summer retreat of French presidents. With 
crisp citrus and red-currant flavors, this wine is 
bright, refreshing and full of taut acidity. A little 
young, it will be better from late 2021. Organic. Ris-
ing Wine Domains. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Château de l’Ours 2020 L’Accent Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). A touch of Syrah in this wine 

gives it color as well as texture. With its red fruits, 
acidity and spicy edge, the wine is rich and bright. 
Drink now. Organic. Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

90 Château de Pourcieux 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). With 50% Syrah in the blend, 

this wine has a strong perfumed character and light 
texture. The addition of white Vermentino brings in 

delicious freshness. Drink now. Baron Francois Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Château de Roquefort 2020 Corail Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A blend of seven 

grapes, including two white varieties, this wine 
has freshness and a light, poised character. With 
its juiciness and brightness, it is ready to drink. 
Organic. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

90 Château des Bertrands 2020 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This ripe wine comes from a 

selection of vines. While the fruitiness has a light 
touch, the wine also has intensity and concentra-
tion. Red-berry flavors mingle with the tangy after-
taste. Drink now. Provence Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Château des Bertrands 2020 Rascas Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). In this rich, dense 

wine, ripe fruits combine with a texture that prom-
ises aging. It is warm, spicy and ripe with straw-
berry and caramel flavors. The wine should be aged 
a few months and drunk from 2022. Provence Rose 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Château Ferry Lacombe 2020 Evidence Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). For full review see 

page 29. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Fontainebleau 2020 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Rich and spicy with a pep-

per edge from the Grenache in the blend, this is a 
generous, ripe wine. Red-berry fruits are lifted by 
the fresh lime flavor that shoots through the wine. 
Drink this full-bodied wine now. Organic. Seren-
dipity Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

90 Château Hermitage Saint-Martin 2020 Ikon 
Cru Pierrefeu Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

Fresh with bright red-berry flavors, this wine is 
ripe but not heavy. Its aim is fruitiness, allied to a 
texture that brings in a touch of pepper. Drink this 
wine now. Suitable for vegans. Organic. Charles 
Neal Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

90 Château la Gordonne 2020 La Chapelle 
Gordonne Tête de Cuvée Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). This ripe, soft wine offers generous 
strawberry and fresh citrus flavors. A hint of cara-
mel and bright acidity complete a wine that is ready 
to drink. Vranken Pommery America. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

90 Château la Gordonne 2020 Verité du Terroir 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This estate in the 

hills north of Toulon has produced a bright, light 
wine. Crisp fruits combine with a ripe texture to 
give a wine that is buoyant, vibrant and ready to 
drink. Vranken Pommery America. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

90 Château la Martinette 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Density from aging on the lees 

before bottling shows well in this rich, textured 
wine. A high proportion of Syrah also brings struc-
ture and richness. The wine is ripe, ready to drink 
from late 2021. Continent Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Château la Tour de l’Evêque 2020 Pétale de 
Rose Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Owned by 

the Sumeire family, a long-time name in Provence 
wine, this estate has produced a rich, well-textured 
wine. Hints of caramel and perfumed spice come 
together with warm red fruits. The wine is ready 
to drink. Organic. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Château Léoube 2020 Love by Léoube Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Fresh, crisp and fruity, 

this is an immediately attractive wine. Full of rasp-
berry and red-currant flavors, the wine has a cool, 
lively character. It is very ready to drink. Organic. 
MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Château les Valentines 2020 Les Valentines 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Perfumed and 

full of ripe red fruits, this rich wine would pair well 
with food. With full-on strawberry flavors and a 
pepper-and-spice texture, the wine is concentrated. 
Drink now. Organic. Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Minuty 2020 Minuty Prestige Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A wine with structure 

as well as ripe, generous red fruits, this is both crisp 
and smoothly textured. Acidity, a touch of tannin 
and spice join fruitiness in a wine that could age. 
Drink from late 2021. Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Château Roubine 2020 Lion & Dragon Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Softly textured and 

packed with ripe berry fruits, this wine is ready 
to drink. Raspberry fruitiness permeates the 
wine, which finishes with a light touch of caramel. 
Organic and biodynamic. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Château Saint-Esprit 2020 Signature Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This blend of Cinsault 

and Mourvèdre is both fruity and lightly structured, 
Crispness is balanced by ripe berry flavors and a 
mineral edge that gives the wine shape. Drink from 
late 2022. Drinkable Arts Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Château Saint-Maur 2020 Saint M Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Rounded and full of 

ripe fruit, this blend of six grapes shows richness 
and a generous, full-bodied character. Acidity and 
bright fruit are balanced by the tight texture and 
minerality that gives this young wine a zesty after-
taste. Drink from late 2021. Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 
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90 Château Saint-Roux 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Matured in cement egg-shaped 

tanks, this wine was fermented using wild yeasts 
from the organic vineyard. The wine is ripe with 
spice and herbal flavors that combine with red-cur-
rant and raspberry fruits. Age the wine for a short 
time and drink from late 2021. Organic. Provence 
Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

90 Château Vannières 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). A well-balanced and structured 

wine, this is ripe with floral red-berry flavors and 
perfumed acidity. Juicy freshness contrasts with 
the edge of tannins that come from the Mourvèdre 
in the blend. Drink now. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Commanderie de Peyrassol 2020 Château 
Peyrassol Rosé (Côtes de Provence). With 

its blend of five grapes, the estate wine from Pey-
rassol reflects the house style of richness with con-
centrated strawberry flavors and a tight texture. It 
is rich, spicy, peppery and ready to drink. Wilson 
Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

90 Domaine de la Croix 2020 Bastide Blanche 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). The top wine 

from the estate, this poised blend of Grenache and 
Cinsault is rich in red fruits. Freshness partners 
with ripe raspberry flavors, hints of red currant 
and concentration at the end. Drink from late 2021. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Domaine de la Navicelle 2020 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). The estate rosé from this 

producer is full of fruitiness, with lively acidity and 
a tangy texture that adds citrus to the red-currant 
fruits. The wine is ready to drink. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine de la Sanglière 2020 Signature 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Lightly herbal 

with young, bright fruitiness, this blend of Cinsault 
and Grenache is just starting out. The tangy red-
currant fruits and fragrant acidity need a little time 
to bring out their full potential. Drink from late 
2021. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Domaine la Grande Bauquière 2020 Moment 
Suspendu Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Gre-

nache, Cinsault and some white Vermentino give a 
crisp and clean wine, with a clear line of red fruits 
and vivacious acidity. Freshness is softened by the 
caramel and spice aftertaste. Drink now. Com-
passPoint Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Figuière 2020 Magali Signature Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). For full review see page 29. 

abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Domaine Aureillan Rosé 

(Côtes de Provence). This vibrant wine has spice 
and pepper to back up its fruitiness. With acidity 
and a tangy, herbal edge, this estate wine is still 
young. Let it age a bit and drink from late 2021. 
Elite Wines Import. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Domaine Siouvette 

L’Exception Rosé (Côtes de Provence). From one of 
the domaines close to Saint-Tropez, this wine is 
bright and fresh. A touch of minerality brings tex-
ture and a tang of tight acidity. While the wine is 
ready to drink now, it will be better from late 2021. 
W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Fleur de Mer Rosé (Côtes 

de Provence). For full review see page 30. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

90 Mirabeau en Provence 2020 Pure Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This is a pretty wine, 

both in its color and in its immediately attractive 
fruitiness. That contrasts with a lightly herbal char-
acter that brings out the texture and minerality at 
the end. Drink the wine from late 2021. Massanois 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

90 Sainte Béatrice 2020 Cuvée B Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Intense with spice and a young 

texture, this wine has a herbal edge will soften over 
the next few months. The crisp, tangy texture will 
make the wine attractive. Drink from late 2021. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Château Aspras 2020 Les Trois Frères Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Densely textured and 

rich, this wine is as much about spice as red fruits. 
It has generous berry flavors along with a touch of 
vanilla and intensity. The wine is full and ready to 
drink from late 2021. Organic. Bond Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Château Astros 2020 Amour Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This well-balanced wine brings 

together ripe red fruits and taut, perfumed acidity. 
A smooth vanilla flavor adds to the general richness. 
The wine is ready to drink. Wine Wine Situation. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

89 Château Barbanau 2020 L’Instant Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This rich, structured 

wine offers perfumed acidity and great freshness. 
Liveliness is balanced by ripe red fruits that are 
touched with pepper at the end. Drink the wine 
now. Suitable for vegans. Organic. Francki Wine. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Château Clarettes 2020 Thérapie Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Ripe and perfumed, 

this wine with its 66% Mourvèdre is spicy and 
warm. It has a bite from the pepper and crispness 
from the acidity of the red-berry and citrus fruits. 
The wine is ready to drink. Allen Walker Collection 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Château de Saint-Martin 2020 Grande 
Réserve Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Five 

grapes, including the very local Tibouren, have been 
blended into this fruity wine. With its raspberry 
and red-currant freshness, the wine is vibrant and 
still very young. The delicious fruitiness will soften 
satisfactorily soon. Drink from late 2021. Fine Ter-
roir Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

89 Château du Carrubier 2020 Cuvée de Clara 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Grenache and 

Syrah bring ripeness, structure and a rich texture 
to this wine. It is full in the mouth, offering broad 
red fruits seasoned by pepper and spice. The wine is 
ready to drink. DB Wine Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Château l’Afrique 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This estate, one of several owned 

by the Sumeire family, has produced a softly tex-
tured and light wine. Combining pink grapefruit 
and red-currant freshness, this wine is buoyant, 
deliciously light and ready to drink. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Château la Jouliane 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This Sumeire family vineyard is 

situated between the sea and the Maure mountain. 
The wine is rich, full bodied and ripe with straw-
berry fruits. There is a hint of minerality as the tex-
ture unfolds. Drink now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Château la Martinette 2020 Rollier Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This intensely colored 

wine is structured as well as fruity. It is full, refresh-
ing and textured. Red-berry fruits are brightened by 
red currant and touched by pepper. Drink from late 
2021. Organic. Continent Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Château Léoube 2020 de Léoube Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A ripe wine with cara-

mel and red-fruit flavors, this is softy textured, with 
just enough acidity to give freshness at the end. The 
wine is ready to drink. Organic. Chambers & Cham-
bers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

89 Château Saint-Maur 2020 Maur & More 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). A name that’s a 

play on words identifies a wine that is rich and still 
young, although with great red fruits and a tangy 
texture. With its fruitiness and edge of minerality, 
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this wine will be at its best from late 2021. Planet 
Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Château Saint-Roux 2020 Le Pigeonnier 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). A blend from 

several organic vineyards, this wine is ripe, with 
pure red fruits that shine through the light texture. 
A rich wine, it is full of berry flavors with hints of 
pepper. It is ready to drink. Organic. Provence Rose 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Château Sainte Roseline 2020 Roseline 
Prestige Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Fruity 

and bright, with a touch of spice coming through 
the acidity, this wine has white-peach and a floral 
character. This fragrant wine is ready to drink. Fruit 
of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Domaine des Féraud 2020 Cuvée Prestige 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). A bright, fruity 

wine with ripe acidity, this is very ready to drink. 
Freshness contrasts with a touch of spice, pepper 
and an herbal edge. Drink now. Organic. Vins & 
Vignobles. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Domaine des Peirecèdes 2020 Le Fil d’Ariane 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Soft and ripe, 

this wine is generous with its fruits and perfumed 
acidity. Red-berry flavors are freshened further 
by the crisp texture and given spice by the pepper 
aftertaste. Drink the wine now. Organic. Accolade 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Domaine la Suffrène 2020 Les Paluns Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Produced from a vine-

yard close to the estate cellar, this wine is spicy and 
ripe, with a bite of pepper. Acidity balances the tex-
ture, bringing out the citrus fruits and red-currant 
flavors. Drink now. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 Fabre en Provence 2020 Château de 
l’Aumérade Marie-Christine Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Giving spice and vanilla as well as red 
fruits, this wine has richness and a warm, south-
ern character. Freshness comes through at the end 
with red currant acidity. Drink now. Winedom LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

89 Hecht & Bannier 2020 H&B Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Attractive red fruits and tangy 

citrus combine in this ripe wine. It has a light touch, 
fruit and texture bright with acidity along with a 
touch of pepper. Drink now. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Cep d’Or Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Packaged in a seriously tall bottle, this 
soft wine offers red-berry fruits and juicy acidity. A 

blend of six grapes, including some white Rolle, the 
wine has a lightly herbal edge that should go over 
the next couple of months. Jerome Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Mas de Cadenet 2020 L’Echappée Belle Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This ripe, creamy-

textured wine has touches of spice and pepper to 
balance the fresh red-berry fruits. It is very ready to 
drink. Organic. The Source. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Terra Provincia 2020 Saint-Sidoine Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). With Mourvèdre in 

the blend, this wine is perfumed, ripely textured 
and fruity. Beautifully fresh and crisp, it is ready to 
drink. Allen Walker Collection LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Vignoble Dragon 2020 La Belle Hélène Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). With its ripe fruit and 

juicy acidity, this vivid rosé is rich while also lively. 
It has spice from the Grenache in the blend along 
with red-currant flavors that give a lift of acidity at 
the end. Drink now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Bernard Magrez 2020 Muraires Douce Vie 
Tentation Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Bright 

and fresh with attractively crisp red-currant flavors, 
this rosé is suited for food. Its texture and richness 
are balanced by the acidity and lightness that come 
at the end. Drink now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Château Aspras 2020 Tomares Ballus Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Named after a rare 

butterfly found at this organic estate, this wine is 
smooth, rich with crushed-strawberry flavors that 
have crispness from the bright final acidity. The 
structure suggests that although the wine can be 
drunk now, it will be best from late 2021. Organic. 
Bond Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Château d’Esclans 2020 Whispering Angel 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This wine is ripe, 

full of strawberry flavors and crisp acidity. A tangy, 
zesty texture brings in citrus and a touch of miner-
ality. Drink this immediately attractive now. Moët 
Hennessy USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Château de Saint-Martin 2020 Eternelle 
Favorite Rosé (Côtes de Provence). As crisp 

and as fresh as possible, this wine is light, lively 
and full of red-currant flavors. Juicy fruit is the star 
here, bringing a refreshing aftertaste. Drink now. 
Suitable for vegans. Fine Terroir Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

88 Château des Bormettes 2020 L’Argentière 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This juicy wine 

has a ripe texture, cut with young acidity and per-
fume from Syrah in the blend. Freshness mingles 

with spice, pepper and light minerality. Drink now. 
Polaner Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Château des Demoiselles 2020 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This spicy wine offers great 

fruitiness and crisp freshness. Citrus and pepper 
come together in a wine that is full in the mouth, 
ripe with red fruits and ready to drink. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Château Fontainebleau 2020 Arcades de 
Fontainebleau Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

A textured, fruity wine with vanilla accents, this 
shows richness as well as ripe acidity. Wild-straw-
berry flavors add to the warm character of this 
attractive wine. Drink now. Organic. Serendipity 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Château Gassier 2020 Esprit Gassier Edi-
tion Limitée Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

open, fruity wine offers ripe wild-strawberry fla-
vors, a lightly herbal edge and tight acidity. The 
mineral texture has an attractive bite. Drink now. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Château Minuty 2020 M de Minuty Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Fruity and with dis-

tinct pepper and spice flavors, this wine has light-
ness and poise. Red-currant flavors are bright and 
young, with a lively, fresh aftertaste. Drink now. 
Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Château Roubine 2020 Vie en Rose Rosen-
muskateller (Côtes de Provence). This ripe, 

fruity wine offers red-berry flavors and lively acid-
ity. Tangy citrus zest and a shot of pepper complete 
this spicy wine. Drink now. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Château Saint-Esprit 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This soft, rounded wine has gen-

tle citrus and red fruits in an immediately attrac-
tive texture. Bright and vibrant, the wine is ready to 
drink. Drinkable Arts Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château Saint-Maur 2020 Saint-Maur Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Fruity and smoothly 

textured, this wine is full of rich red fruits. An edge 
of pepper adds spice, enhanced by the perfumed 
character from Syrah in the blend. Drink now. 
Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Château Sainte Croix 2020 Charmeur Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Herbal flavors give this 

wine a green texture and tight acidity. These ele-
ments suggest that the wine needs to age to bring 
out the riper red-berry fruits. Wait to drink until 
late 2021. DB Wine Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 
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88 Château Sainte Roseline 2020 Lampe de 
Méduse Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Produced 

since 1950, this wine comes in a bottle shaped like 
an ancient oil lamp. Grenache and Cinsault domi-
nate the ripe, spicy blend. Freshness and a crisp 
texture show in the bright aftertaste. Drink the wine 
now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Château Yssole 2020 Signore Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This pale-colored wine has a 

touch of texture that gives the red fruit a peppery 
edge. The wine is crisp, light and ready to drink. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

88 Commanderie de Peyrassol 2020 Cuvée des 
Commandeurs Rosé (Côtes de Provence). 

This pale-colored rosé is open and crisp, with rasp-
berry fruits and juicy freshness from the lemon-zest 
acidity. It is very ready to drink. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 Domaine de l’Amaurigue 2020 Fleur de 
l’Aumerigue Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

crisp, fresh wine has a lightly herbal character. That 
highlights the citrus and bright acidity that perme-
ates and lifts the wine. Drink now. Diva Wine USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Domaine de la Croix 2020 Iirrréstible! Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This pale-colored 

wine has a warm, ripe feel. Vanilla and warmth 
come from the glass, perfumed and with plenty of 
red-berry fruits. The wine is ready to drink. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Domaine Houchart 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Now owned by the Quiot family 

from Châteauneuf-du-Pape, this estate has made 
a ripe wine with red-currant and citrus flavors. A 
blend of Cinsault and Grenache, it is fruity, lightly 
perfumed and ready to drink now. David Milligan 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine Jacourette 2020 L’Ange et Luce 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This spicy, pep-

pery wine is in a classic style. From vines grown on 
the slopes of Mont Sainte-Victoire, it is crisp and 
fresh with lively acidity. The wine is perfumed, 
lively and ready to drink. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Domaine la Grande Bauquière 2020 Moment 
Inattendu Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Pale 

pink-grey in color, this wine contains Syrah in the 
blend, giving structure to the lively grapefruit and 
red-berry flavors. The wine is immediately attrac-
tive, so drink now. CompassPoint Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Domaine Vigneret 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Soft and lightly textured, this 

ripe wine is very accessible. It is balanced between 
the lightness of the Cinsault and the structured 
character of the Mourvèdre, giving plenty of red-
fruit flavors. Drink now. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Le Paradou 2020 Le Paradou Provence Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). A soft rosé lightened 

by a dash of white Vermentino in the blend, this 
wine is ready to drink. With grapes from the Mont 
Sainte Victoire region, the wine has depth as well as 
plenty of red-currant fruitiness. Drink now. Euro-
pean Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Domaine Pouverel 

Cuvée Louis Rosé (Côtes de Provence). From one of 
the estates followed by this cooperative, this wine 
is packed with crisp fruit and bright acidity. Pep-
per and spice flavors lift the tanginess and promise 
some further aging. Drink now or from late 2021. 
Elevation Wine Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Mas de Pampelonne 

Cuvée Elégance Rosé (Côtes de Provence). From a 
vineyard close to the sea, this fruity, elegant wine 
has a lemon-zest tang and good acidity. Drink the 
wine now. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Pamp’ by Camille Rosé 

(Côtes de Provence). Produced by Camille Coste, 
owner of Mas de Pampelonne, this wine is bright 
with red fruits and good acidity. Liveliness is 
enhanced by the final pepper and red-currant fin-
ish. Drink now. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Mas de Cadenet 2020 Nuit Blanche en 
Provence Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Grapes 

for this wine were harvested at night to preserve 
freshness. The result brings out a crisp character 
and lively acidity over red-currant fruits. This fresh 
wine is ready to drink. The Source. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Provence Wine Maker 2020 Infinie Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). With 50% Syrah in 

the blend, this textured wine has a light structure 
and perfumed fruits. Red berries and fresh grape-
fruit combine in this flavorsome wine. Drink now. 
Midwest Wine Exchange. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Régine Sumeire 2020 La Source Gabriel Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Produced at Château 

la Tour de l’Evêque, this wine is spicy, full of ripe 
red fruits and vividly textured. The peppery bite is 
a sign of a young wine and it will soften into the 
red fruits. Drink from late 2021. Sherry Lehmann. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Ultimate Provence 2020 Up Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). In this wine, ripe red fruits bal-

ance with the minerality and tight freshness that 
come through strongly. The wine is still a little 
young, demanding that the fruitiness integrates 
with the texture. Drink from late 2021. Provence 
Rose Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

88 Vanderpump 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Attractively soft and perfumed, 

this wine is rounded and light. Balanced citrus 
and raspberry flavors are cut with acidity, with a 
crunchy texture at the end. The wine is ready to 
drink. Palm Bay International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

87 Arômanes 2020 Nuit Etoilée Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). This wine is bright, fruity and 

lightly textured. With plenty of crisp acidity and 
red-currant flavors, it is fresh and vibrant. Drink 
now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Cap Wine 2020 Madam de Cantarelle Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). The pepper from Gre-

nache shines strongly in this wine. It goes well with 
the crisp red currant, spice, vivid acidity and lively 
aftertaste. Drink the wine now. Suitable for vegans. 
Bridge Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

87 Château Barbanau 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). A classic blend of Grenache and 

Cinsault, this simple, bright wine has freshness 
all over it. The red-currant fruitiness is lively and 
crisp, and this attractive wine is ready to drink. 
Suitable for vegans. Organic. Francki Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Château des Bertrands 2020 Réserve des 
Bertrands Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This 

soft wine offers ripe strawberry fruits and a warm 
and generous texture. It’s an easy wine to like, light 
while full of fruit. Drink now. Provence Rose Group. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

87 Château des Demoiselles 2020 Charme Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Formerly owned by the 

Grimaldi family, princes of Monaco, this estate is 
now under the same ownership as Château Sainte 
Roseline. This wine with attractive fresh fruits, 
spice and perfumed acidity is bright, crisp and 
ready to drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Château des Ferrages 2020 Roumery Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Fresh acidity is the 

hallmark of this tightly textured wine. Red-cur-
rant flavors are pierced by crispness. This fruity 
and refreshing wine is ready to drink. Sera Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Château du Carrubier 2020 Cuvée d’Aurore 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). With its touch of 
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caramel, this wine is soft and ripe. It has a rich char-
acter, full with generous strawberry flavors that are 
lightly lit with acidity. Drink the wine now. DB Wine 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Château la Vivonne 2020 Domaine de la 
Vivonne Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This wine 

is delicate, fresh and perfumed. With a light touch 
of fruit coupled with a straight shot of acidity, the 
wine is ready to drink. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Château Sainte Roseline 2020 Le Cloître 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Rose-petal pink 

in color, this wine has a ripe, full-bodied character. 
Pepper and a lively bite of spice contrast with fresh 
apricot and citrus flavors that show well. Drink the 
wine now. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Château Yssole 2020 Chabaud Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). The palest rosé possible, this 

is equally light in taste, with just touches of red 
fruits and apple acidity. It is ready to drink. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

87 Comte de Puget 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Soft with ripe strawberry and 

vanilla flavors, this wine shows a rich side and a 
light texture. It is full, with a zest of acidity and light 
bite of pepper. Drink this attractive wine now. PG 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Domaine de la Navicelle 2020 A Flot Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This is an immediately 

attractive, perfumed wine. It is light, with a good 
balance of crisp acidity and light, dancing freshness. 
Drink this wine now. Organic. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Domaine la Grande Bauquière 2020 Le B Cré-
ation Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Ripe, fresh 

and packed with fruit, this wine is softly textured. 
Hinting at caramel and with vibrant red-currant 
flavors, the wine has a cut of citrus that adds fresh-
ness. Drink now. CompassPoint Imports. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2020 Simone 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Fresh, crisp and 

brightly fruity, this wine is a lightly textured blend 
with Syrah and Grenache. Freshness gives a fine cit-
rus tang in the aftertaste. Drink now. Z Wine Gallery 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Estandon 2020 Héritage Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Deeper in color than the usual 

Provence rosé, this is a ripe, pepper-and-spice wine. 
With red fruits in the background and textured fla-
vors up front, this wine could develop further. Drink 

now or, better, from late 2021. Southern Glazer’s 
Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

87 Fabre en Provence 2020 Château de la 
Deidière Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Packed 

with red fruits, this estate wine is crisp, totally 
fresh with acidity and red-currant flavors. A touch 
of pepper finishes this attractive wine. Drink now. 
Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Fabre en Provence 2020 Cru Classé Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). In this wine, fruitiness 

is edged with caramel, spice, pepper and acidity. 
Vibrant red-berry fruits give freshness and a bright 
texture. Drink now. August Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Gabriel Meffre 2020 Madame Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). This wine is intensely fruity, 

fresh and bright. Red fruits burst across the wine, 
bringing with them acidity and a juicy aftertaste. 
Drink now. Vision Wine & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

87 Kirkland Signature 2020 Madame Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Produced by the 

Sumeire family for retailer Costco, this wine is a 
fine example of easygoing, bright Provence rosé. 
Its red fruits and acidity are well balanced, giving 
freshness and fruitiness. Drink now. Misa Imports. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

87 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Cap au Large Rosé (Côtes 

de Provence). Bottled in one of the now-rare 
Provence skittle bottles, once ubiquitous at res-
taurant tables, this wine is all about fresh fruit and 
crisp acidity. It has a light structure and attractive 
perfume from the Syrah in the blend. Drink now. W. 
Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Maison Denuzière 2020 Champs de Provence 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This attractively 

perfumed wine is softly textured with flavors of 
wild strawberries cut by bright acidity and a min-
eral edge. Drink the wine now. Prestige Beverage 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Maison Denuzière 2020 Marinette Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Fresh-crushed straw-

berry fruits shoot through this freshly textured 
wine. With grapefruit crispness and lively acidity, it 
is balanced and very ready to drink. Latitude Wines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

87 Mirabeau en Provence 2020 Classic Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). Grenache, Syrah and 

Cinsault make a satisfying blend in this crisp wine. 
It has a spicy edge along with refreshing raspberry 

flavors. The wine is very ready to drink. Massanois 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Terra Provincia 2020 Saint-Sidoine Coste 
Brulade Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Pale in 

color, this softly textured wine has strawberry and 
spice flavors lifted by layers of acidity. The lightly 
textured wine is ready to drink. Allen Walker Col-
lection LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

86 Aimé Roquesante 2020 Cuvée Sélectionée 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This bright, fruity 

wine has plenty of red-fruit flavors as well as young, 
lively and bright acidity. Attractive now, it is ready 
to drink. Luneau USA Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Cap Wine 2020 M des Borrels Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). In this light wine, pepper and 

spice balance the perfumed fruits. The wine, with 
its touch of acidity, is ready to drink. Suitable for 
vegans. Bridge Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

86 Château la Vivonne 2020 Les Puechs Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine’s light 

touch extends to its bright acidity and tangy tex-
ture. Already drinkable, the wine is refreshing and 
packed with fruitiness. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Château Réal d’Or 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). Red-berry and caramel flavors 

give gentle freshness to this soft wine. Ready to 
drink, it has raspberry acidity at the end. DHI Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Domaine de l’Amaurigue 2020 Rosé (Côtes 
de Provence). Showing easygoing ripeness, 

this wine has soft raspberry and red-currant fruits 
that give richness and acidity. Drink now. Diva Wine 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Fabre en Provence 2020 Rosé (Côtes de 
Provence). The Fabre family has produced 

wine in Provence for 17 generations. This rosé is 
pure fruit, a classic warm seaside wine with layers 
of red fruit, acidity and a final tang of crisp mineral-
ity. Drink now. August Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Note Bleue Rosé (Côtes 

de Provence). Distinctly herbal in character, this is 
a lightly fruity wine. Red-currant flavors vie with 
tight, concentrated acidity in a wine that is tangy, 
fresh and ready to drink. Jerome Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2020 Cuvée G 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This lightly 

herbal wine is crisp, shot through with acidity and 
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with a perfumed, textured aftertaste. The wine is 
taut, with great freshness at the end. Drink now. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2020 Les Papilles 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Bright and crisp 

with tight, herbal flavors that will soften over the 
next few months, this wine is as light as the but-
terflies in its name. Drink this attractive wine now. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Maison Denuzière 2020 Domaine de Bendel 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). Freshness shines 

through the light red-currant flavors and citrus 
edge of this wine. It is perfumed, fruity, tangy and 
ready to drink. Prestige Beverage Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Yssole 2020 Jolies Filles Prestige Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine’s soft red 

berry fruits are lit by the acidity and crisp texture. 
Caramel and spice come through brightly at the end. 
Drink now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Cap Wine 2020 OR de la Castinelle Rosé 
(Côtes de Provence). This simple wine offers 

crisp red fruits and plenty of acidity. A tight edge of 
spice lifts the bright aftertaste. Drink now. Suitable 
for vegans. Kosher. Bridge Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

85 Château des Bormettes 2020 Côte & Mer 
Rosé (Côtes de Provence). A simple, fruity 

blend of Cinsault and Grenache with a touch of 
white Rolle, this wine is in a fine aperitif style. It is 
fresh, crisp and tangy at the end. Drink now. Wine-
berry America LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

85 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Rose Gold Rosé (Côtes de 

Provence). Soft and fresh, this bright wine has good 
balance between acidity and fruitiness. The struc-
ture is light and tangy. It is ready to drink. RTM 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

85 Les Maîtres Vignerons de la Presqu’île de 
Saint-Tropez 2020 Saint-Roch les Vignes 

Rosé (Côtes de Provence). This wine with a tangy 
edge is a blend of six grapes. It has warmth and 
sunshine in its ripe red fruits that have youth-
ful vibrancy. Drink this wine now. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

OTHER ROSÉS

88 Château Dalmeran 2020 Rosé (Les Baux de 
Provence). The touch of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon in the blend gives this wine structure and adds 
to the rich, soft texture. With its raspberry flavors, 

the wine is ripe, full and ready to drink. Suitable for 
vegans. Organic. Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Domaine de Valdition 2020 Cuvée du Bâton-
nier Rosé (Alpilles). This perfumed wine is 

full of fruit, with a crisp texture balanced by ripe 
berry flavors.Acidity, spiciness and texture show 
well against the wine’s fresh, peppery aftertaste. 
Drink now. Organic. Kupela Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Domaine de Valdition 2020 Rosé (Alpilles). 
This wine has a cool, crisp character 

enhanced by perfumed fruits and softer caramel fla-
vors. A blend of five grapes, including 15% white, it 
is poised and ready to drink. Organic. Kupela Inc. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Domaine des Oullières 2020 Plaisir Rosé 
(Bouches du Rhône). This estate situated 

close to Aix-en-Provence has produced a simple, 
fruity wine that lives up to its name. With some 
white, perfumed Muscat in the blend, it offers 
freshness and a floral aftertaste. Drink now. Wine 
Gems Distribution. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

PROVENCE
RED WINES

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

92 Château Calissanne 2019 Clos Victoire (Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence). Syrah and Cabernet 

Sauvignon give this dense, young and structured 
wine. It has rich tannins, packed spice, juicy black-
berry flavors and smokiness from wood aging. Drink 
this ripe wine from 2023. JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Château Calissanne 2015 Rocher Rouge 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This limited-

production wine comes from a parcel of Mourvè-
dre that here is lightly blended with Syrah. The 
structure and aromas shine in this wine that is now 
mature. Now that the structure has softened into 
the fruit, the wine is ready to drink. JP Bourgeois. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Château la Coste 2016 Grand Vin du Château 
la Coste (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Wood 

aged and rich, this selection from old vines is pow-
erful and dense. The blend of Syrah and Cabernet 
Sauvignon has plenty of room for tannins as well as 
bold black fruits. The wine is just reaching matu-
rity although even more time would be better. Drink 
now, or wait until 2022. Organic. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

92 Domaine de Valdition 2018 Vallon des Anges 
(Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). Beautifully 

perfumed Syrah dominates this rich wine. With 
wood aging giving further ripe flavors and hints 
of softening beginning to show, the wine is on the 
verge of maturity. It is both full and elegant. Drink 
from 2022. Organic. Kupela Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

90 Château Calissanne 2019 Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence. Full of red fruits and dense tan-

nins, this ripe wine needs to age. It has a southern, 
spicy feel, hinting at the wild herbs that surround 
vineyards in Provence. The wine needs time, so 
drink from 2023. JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Château la Coste 2018 Le Rouge (Coteaux 
d’Aix-en-Provence). This is one of a pair 

of wines, the other white, that bring out richness 
and a strong sense of terroir. Intense in color and 
richness, this bold red is structured with powerful 
fruits and tannins that demand time. Drink from 
2023. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Château la Coste 2016 Les Pentes Douces 
Rouge (Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence). This 

wood-aged wine is warm and spicy, full of southern 
herbal flavors as well as blackberry and dark plum 
fruits. The wine is full bodied, dense and ready to 
drink. Organic. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

BANDOL

93 Château Val d’Arenc 2018 Bandol. With 90% 
Mourvèdre, this wine shows structure, wild 

perfumes and rich tannins. It is densely textured, 
with a powerful backbone to support the blackberry 
and spice flavors. The wine needs to age further, so 
drink from 2024. Aliane Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $41 

93 Château Vannières 2016 Bandol. The 
Mourvèdre performs its perfumed magic in 

this rich wine. With dense black fruits and ripe tan-
nins now approaching maturity, the wine has con-
centration and spice, with a firm core. The wine is 
ready, but it will be better from 2022. H. Mercer 
Wine & Spirit Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

93 Château Vannières 2010 Bandol. This wine 
is proof, if any were needed, that red Ban-

dol is a wine for long aging. While mature with lay-
ers of mushroom, spice and secondary flavors, the 
wine still performs at its peak. Perfumed and with 
rich tannins, it is ready to drink. H. Mercer Wine & 
Spirit Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $61 

93 Domaine le Galantin 2017 Bandol. This 
powerful, dense and rich wine showcases 

Mourvèdre. Bold tannins and red-plum fruits are 
infused by the wine’s generous structure and obvi-
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ous potential. The wine needs to age and should be 
ready from 2023. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

93 Domaine Vigneret 2013 Cuvée Marylène 
(Bandol). This limited-production wine, 

now mature, has southern warmth and richness. It 
is structured, with firm textures and a concentrated 
presence. The intensity, dark character, and mush-
room and wild herb flavors are impressive. It would 
be a real surprise for a blind-tasting group. Drink 
now. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2017 Cuvée G (Ban-
dol). Structured with great perfumes and 

ripe tannins, this is a ripe wine. Concentration 
comes from low-yielding Mourvèdre, giving dry-
ness and density that still need to soften. Drink this 
powerful wine from 2022. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

92 Château Vannières 2018 Bandol. From one 
of the top estates in Bandol, this wine is 

rich, perfumed from the Mourvèdre in the blend 
and powered by tannins. Flavors of wild herbs give 
a sense of warmth to the wine with its concentrated 
texture and black fruits at the end. Drink from 
2024. H. Mercer Wine & Spirit Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

92 Domaine le Galantin 2018 Bandol. Bandol is 
the headquarters of Mourvèdre, grown close 

to the sea and producing wines, like this, with mas-
sive tannins, spiciness and perfumed fruits. Still 
very young, this wine demands aging for several 
more years. It will be at its best from 2024. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

91 Domaine Vigneret 2017 Vigneret (Bandol). 
Driven by ripe, perfumed Mourvèdre, this 

powerful wine is still firm in its tannins, while just 
beginning to move from the dark fruits to complex 
secondary flavors. The wine will age further and will 
be even better from 2023. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

93 Château Saint-Esprit 2019 Quintessence 
(Côtes de Provence). Produced from a selec-

tion of old vines, this wine was aged in wood for 
14 months. With its powerful tannins and dense 
blend of Mourvèdre and Syrah, the wine has flavors 
of dark chocolate, spice and layers of black fruits. 
The wine will age for several more years and be best 
from 2023. Drinkable Arts Importers. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Domaine des Féraud 2016 Grande Cuvée 
(Côtes de Provence). The inverse blend to 

the Indigène brand from the producer, this has 80% 
Cabernet Sauvignon. The result is a structured 

wine, still packed with dark tannins and needing 
further aging. It is rich, full of black currants and 
spice. Drink this wine from 2023. Organic. Vins & 
Vignobles. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

93 Domaine des Féraud 2016 Indigène Vieille 
Syrah (Côtes de Provence). Produced from 

old vines, this blend is dominated by Syrah, with 
a touch of Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged in wood, it 
has perfumes from the fruit and the oak. Still with 
a core of tannins, the blackberry fruits are fresh 
enough to age further. Drink from 2022. Organic. 
Vins & Vignobles. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Domaine de la Navicelle 2017 Côtes de 
Provence. Rich in black fruits, spice and 

wild-herb flavors, this full-bodied wine is also 
structured and complex. It is approaching matu-
rity, with dark-chocolate flavors coming through 
the fruitiness. The wine will drink at its best from 
2022. Organic and biodynamic. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

92 Château Grand Boise 2018 Cuvée 1610 (Côtes 
de Provence). This rich, wood-aged wine has 

stalky black fruits, tight tannins and the need to age 
further. It has great potential, a ripe wine that needs 
to soften and open out to bring spice, toast and bold 
tannins together with blackberry fruits. Drink from 
2023. Organic. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $43 

91 Château Léoube 2019 Love by Léoube (Côtes 
de Provence). This rich blend of five grapes 

shows spice, young tannins and the potential of 
black fruits. Its structure, initially dry, broadens 
to bring out the ripeness and wood-aged density. 
Drink from 2023. Organic. MS Walker. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Château Saint-Esprit 2019 Signature (Côtes 
de Provence). This wood-aged wine is rich, 

densely textured with powerful tannins along with 
perfumed, juicy acidity. The wine has a future, giv-
ing it time to soften as the elegance comes to the 
fore. Drink from 2022. Drinkable Arts Importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2018 Cuvée G 
(Côtes de Provence). A perfumed blend 

of Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon, this is rich and 
generously proportioned. Bold tannins are soften-
ing into juicy acidity and black-currant fruitiness. 
Drink this wine from 2022. Winebow. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

89 Château du Carrubier 2019 Côtes de 
Provence. This stalky wine has fruit tannins 

and plenty of spice. It conveys a dry character, with 
dark chocolate to match the still-young black fruits. 
The wine needs to age to bring out the smoother 

richness of the fruit. Drink from 2023. DB Wine 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

88 Domaine Vigneret 2017 Vigneret (Côtes de 
Provence). With maturity, this wine has 

developed a spice and herbal character that comple-
ments the rich black fruits. It is full, ripe with per-
fume from the Mourvèdre that dominates the blend. 
Drink this dense wine now. Bandol Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Château Grand Boise 2020 Auro (Côtes de 
Provence). Aged for six months in concrete 

egg-shaped tanks, this wine was bottled without 
added sulfur. That shows in an oddly metallic char-
acter that gives the wine tightness and high acidity. 
It will soften over the months and should be better 
from 2022. Organic. Soilair Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

87 Château Saint-Esprit 2019 Côtes de Provence. 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah lend struc-

ture and density to this ripe, fruity wine. It is still 
young, with stalky acidity that needs to soften. Wait 
to drink until late 2021. Drinkable Arts Importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2019 Les Papilles 
(Côtes de Provence). This wine is about ripe 

red fruits and tannins, with a stalky edge that grates 
with the berry flavors. The wine needs to soften and 
open up its tight texture, so wait until late 2021. 
Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Château Grand Boise 2018 Côtes de Provence 
Sainte-Victoire. This smoothly textured 

wine brings together rich blackberry fruits with 
dark chocolate and spice. Ripe tannins give the wine 
density and concentration, showing the wood-aging 
flavors and structure. Drink this wine from 2022. 
Organic. Soilair Selection. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $37 

90 Château Dalmeran 2016 Les Baux de 
Provence. Now mature, this wine is packed 

with ripe fruits and generous tannins. It has a rug-
ged character, driven by the Syrah and Cabernet 
Sauvignon in the blend. With its rich structure, 
dark fruits and hints of black truffle, the wine is 
ready to drink. Suitable for vegans. Organic. Saranty 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

86 Domaine de Valdition 2019 Alpilles. In this 
spicy and stalky wine, a tannic edge bal-

ances the black-currant fruits. With acidity shoot-
ing through the structure and a dry core, the wine 
is still young. It will be best from 2022. Organic. 
Kupela Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 
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85 Château Saint-Esprit 2019 Var West (Var). 
This wine’s label celebrates exploits of the 

grape-stealing bandit of the Var. With a stalky tex-
ture and open black-currant fruits, the wine needs 
a few months. Drink from late 2021. Drinkable Arts 
Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

SOUTHWEST FRANCE
WHITE WINES

GAILLAC

93 Domaine Gayrard 2019 Loin de l’Oeil (Gail-
lac). Made from Loin de l’Oeil, the domi-

nant white grape in Gaillac, this has produced a per-
fumed, stylish wine. With touches of green plums 
and a tangy and mineral texture, this is a ripe wine. 
The edge of spice and acidity at the end complete a 
wine that will be ready from 2022. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

87 Château de Rhodes 2020 White (Gaillac). 
This immediately attractive wine is domi-

nated by the local grape Loin de l’Oeil. It is crisp 
with apple and white stone fruits cut with zesty 
acidity. The wine is ready to drink. Paris Wine Com-
pany. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

CÔTES DU TARN

89 Domaine de Borie Vieille 2020 Cuvée Con-
fidences Mauzac (Côtes du Tarn). From the 

Gaillac region, a native-vine hotspot, this wine 
shows the aromatic, spicy character of the local 
Mauzac grape. Fresh apples add to the ripe feel of 
the wine, giving a full character and a mineral edge 
in the aftertaste. Drink now. Calvert Woodley Fine 
Wines & Spirits. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Domaine D’en Ségur 2020 Cuvée Mad-
eleine Chardonnay (Côtes du Tarn). Aged in 

wood for nine months, this wine has good balance 
between richness and a cool poise. Bringing yellow 
fruits and kiwi together, the perfumed wine is likely 
to age further. Drink from 2022. Bird Rock Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Domaine D’en Ségur 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Côtes du Tarn). This wine is ripe, with a 

texture that hints at minerality. Herbal flavors are 
balanced by the ripe white stone fruits and warmth. 
It is ready to drink. Bird Rock Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

CÔTES DE GASCOGNE

89 Domaine de Laxé 2020 Tradition Blanc Sec 
(Côtes de Gascogne). This ripe, fruity wine 

veers easily between citrus and herbal flavors and 
fresh pineapple richness. It’s an attractive, refresh-
ing wine that is ready to drink. Vintage ’59 Imports. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

89 Domaine Tariquet 2020 Premières Grives 
Gros Manseng (Côtes de Gascogne). This 

medium-sweet wine is deliciously perfumed, with a 
fine line of acidity. Touches of honey and ripe apri-
cot give a fruity, textured character. Drink this ripe 
wine now. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

89 Villa Dria 2020 Jardin Secret Gros Manseng 
(Côtes de Gascogne). Put Gros Manseng on 

the taste radar. This semisweet wine has a delicious 
balance of acidity, crisp lemon and spicy honey. The 
wine is poised, light and bright at the end. Drink 
now. Sevier Imports LLC. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $11 

88 Domaine de Joÿ 2020 L’Eclat (Côtes de Gas-
cogne). While this wine has a lightly herbal 

character, it also offers plenty of ripe fruits that veer 
toward more tropical pineapple flavors. It is full of 
the freshest fruit, zesty and crisp at the end. Drink 
now. Canon de Colorado. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

88 Domaine de Pepouy 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Côtes de Gascogne). From an estate that 

has been in the same family since the 17th century, 
this wine is spicy. A touch of pepper contrasts with 
the greener, herbal character and citrus fruitiness. 
It is ready to drink. Lanterna Distributors Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

88 Laballe 2020 Les Terres Basses (Côtes de 
Gascogne). The eighth generation of the 

Laudet family has produced a fresh wine, bright 
with acidity and ripe crispness. It has great liveli-
ness, refreshing juiciness and a touch of peach to 
contrast with citrus at the end. Drink now. Bacchus 
Importers. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

87 Domaine du Rey 2020 4 Cépages (Côtes de 
Gascogne). This ripe, fruity wine with a 

warm, textured character is a blend from different 
parcels, giving delicious aromatic flavors. The wine 
is ready to drink. Matinicus Wines, LLC. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

87 Domaine du Rey 2020 Colombard-Sauvignon 
Blanc (Côtes de Gascogne). A classic Gas-

cony blend, this wine is packed with crisp, textured 
fruitiness. It is lively, vibrant with acidity and a 
tangy aftertaste. Drink now. Matinicus Wines, LLC. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

87 Domaine Tariquet 2020 Chardonnay (Côtes 
de Gascogne). A soft, gently ripe wine, this 

has a smooth character that brings out yellow 

fruits, balanced by zesty acidity. The wine is ready 
to drink. Suitable for vegans. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

87 Domaine Tariquet 2020 Classic (Côtes de 
Gascogne). A typical blend of Gascony, led 

by Ugni blanc and Colombard, gives a wine that is as 
light as a feather, crisp and packed with citrus and 
apple fruits. The wine is lively, bright and ready to 
drink. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $13 

87 Domaine Tariquet 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Côtes de Gascogne). Tangy, zesty and with 

a strong herbal character, this cool-climate wine is 
fresh. Citrus and green fruits show against the min-
eral texture of this young, bright wine. Drink now. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

87 Villa Dria 2020 Côte Sauvage Colombard-
Sauvignon Blanc (Côtes de Gascogne). 

Bright, light and packed with fruit, this is an easy, 
fresh wine. Acidity and crisp citrus flavors are given 
richness by attractive white stone fruits and hints 
of apricot. Drink the wine now. Sevier Imports LLC. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $10 

86 Alces Gallus 2020 White (Côtes de Gas-
cogne). Fresh and light with white-currant 

fruits, this wine celebrates bright, zesty crispness 
and easy drinking. It is ready now. Bordeaux Tradi-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

86 Domaine de Pellehaut 2020 Chardonnay 
(Côtes de Gascogne). This soft, simple wine 

offers light yellow-fruit flavors. An open wine, it is 
ready to drink. CTS Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Domaine Laffitte 2020 Colombard-Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Côtes de Gascogne). This fruity 

wine with an herbal edge and bright citrus flavors 
is vibrant. It offers a tangy texture and a squeezed-
lemon-juice aftertaste. Drink now. E-Corp Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

85 Domaine de Ménard 2020 La Marina Cuvée 
Océane (Côtes de Gascogne). Juicy and 

crisp with white-currant flavors and acidity, this 
light wine is vividly fruity. Drink now. Elite Wines 
Import. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Cabidos 2017 Gaston Phoebus Petit Manseng 
(Comté Tolosan). This wine’s dryness doesn’t 

quite hide the natural honey and lemon character of 
the Petit Manseng grape. The wine is ripe, densely 
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textured and mineral, offering power and richness. 
Drink now. LVDH. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Cave d’Irouléguy 2020 Kattalin (Irrouléguy). 
The two Manseng grapes give their won-

derful acidity and honeyed touch to this crisp, dry 
wine. It has a delicious texture and richness, bright 
with zesty citrus and minerality. Drink from 2022. 
Organic. Volcanic Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Cave des Vignerons de Tursan 2020 Impéra-
trice (Tursan). The rare Baroque grape in 

this blend with Sauvignon Blanc and Gros Manseng 
enhances the perfumed aroma. The cool character 
of the wine conveys freshness, crisp citrus and a 
light edge of honey. Drink now. Knows Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Laballe 2020 Les Sables Fauves (Landes). 
Armagnac’s sandy iron-oxide soil is at the 

heart of this smooth, ripe wine. Apricot and green-
plum flavors are touched by Manseng honey. With 
a delicate texture, the wine is full of lively acidity. 
Drink now. Bacchus Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

SWEET WINES

93 Cabidos 2015 Gaston Phoebus Doux Petit 
Manseng (Comté Tolosan). This rich, late-

harvest wine brings together sweet honey flavors 
with ineffable acidity. The wine is beautifully tex-
tured with hints of dryness among all the concen-
trated sweetness. The wine is ready to drink. LVDH. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22/500 ml 

89 Cave des Vignerons de Tursan NV Moelleux 
de l’Impératrice (Landes). This rich blend of 

the two Manseng grapes has produced a wine with 
hints of honey as well as intense acidity. The wine’s 
freshness is as assured, as its candied orange-zest 
flavors. Drink now. Knows Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $12A 

SOUTHWEST FRANCE
ROSÉS

FRONTON

87 Vinovalie 2020 Soulèdre Rosé (Fronton). 
This soft, ripe wine has a smooth texture 

that brings out the spicy red fruits of the Négrette, 
Fronton’s own variety. The wine is rich and ready to 
drink. Steep Hill Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Domaine le Roc 2020 Ninette Rosé (Fron-
ton). This dark-colored rosé reveals the 

spice and ripe texture of the Négrette and Syrah 
grapes. The complementary blend gives richness 

lightly cut with acidity. The wine is ready to drink. 
Langdon Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

CÔTES DE GASCOGNE

88 Domaine Tariquet 2020 de Pressée Rosé 
(Côtes de Gascogne). This crisp, clean and 

fruity wine strikes a good balance between citrus 
acidity and lively, fresh red-berry fruits. Refreshing 
and zesty, it’s a wine for summer. Drink now. Suit-
able for vegans. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

87 Domaine de Pellehaut 2020 Harmonie de 
Gascogne Rosé (Côtes de Gascogne). Six 

grape varieties meld in this fruity, softly textured 
rosé blend. With its tang and zesty texture, the wine 
has crispness, concentration, and is ready to drink. 
CTS Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

87 Domaine Laffitte 2020 Rosé (Côtes de Gas-
cogne). This fruity, perfumed wine offers 

delicious red fruits shot through with acidity. This 
crisp, bright wine is ready to drink. E-Corp Inc. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

OTHER ROSÉS

87 Domaine D’en Ségur 2020 Le Rosé (Côtes du 
Tarn). A typical southwest meeting of the 

Atlantic and Mediterranean, this blend of the two 
Cabernets with Syrah is soft, full of ripe red-currant 
flavors lifted by lemon freshness. It is an easy wine, 
bright and ready to drink now. Bird Rock Imports. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Domaine Laurens 2020 Eglantine Rosé 
(Marcillac). A rich, full-bodied and well-

balanced wine from the Fer grape, this rosé is per-
fumed and full in the mouth. Ripeness is balanced 
by a squeeze of lemon and refreshing acidity that 
comes through strongly at the end. Drink the wine 
now. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

SOUTHWEST FRANCE
RED WINES

BERGERAC

91 Château Barbier Bellevue 2018 Grande Cuvée 
(Bergerac). The wine bursts with fruitiness 

and gentle, open tannins. Just ready to drink, it has 
a fresh feel, plenty of acidity coming from the black-
berry fruits. Metropolis Wine Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Château la Besage 2018 Grande Cuvée 
(Bergerac). A dense wine, rich in tannins and 

generous black fruits, this is a selection of the best 
fruit from the harvest. Its ripe structure and touch 
of spice from the wood aging promise further aging. 
Drink from 2023. Metropolis Wine Merchants, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Château la Besage 2017 Grande Cuvée 
(Bergerac). This wine is dry, firm with more 

structure than fruit. It will soften, but is likely to 
stay relatively firm even as it ages. Metropolis Wine 
Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

CÔTES DU MARMANDAIS

92 Domaine de Beyssac 2016 Essentiel (Côtes 
du Marmandais). Rich in tannins and with a 

swathe of juicy black fruits, this five-year-old wine 
still bursts with energy. Good acidity balances the 
structure and fruit. While ready to drink, the wine 
could age further, at least until 2023. Organic. Bond 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Domaine de Beyssac 2019 Le Monde d’Après 
Abouriou (Côtes du Marmandais). Abouriou 

is one of the many grapes in southwest France that 
had almost disappeared. Its revival comes thanks to 
the producers above the Garonne River in Marman-
dais. This wine is deeply colored, rich with firm tan-
nins and a great structure. Packed with red fruits, it 
has a vivid aftertaste. Drink from 2022. Organic and 
biodynamic. Bond Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

CAHORS

95 Château du Cèdre 2018 GC (Cahors). This 
limited-production wine (the initials stand 

for Grand Cèdre) is dense with black fruits and tan-
nins. Backed by a solid, dry core, the wine is set for 
a long haul. With its power and firm structure, the 
wine should not be drunk before 2025. Organic. 
Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $140 

94 Château du Cèdre 2018 Le Cèdre (Cahors). 
This powerful wine reflects the potential 

density of ripe Malbec. With wood aging, the wine 
has developed concentrated, polished richness that 
contrasts with the intense tannins and concen-
trated black-plum fruits. Drink from 2024. Organic. 
Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $73 

94 Clos d’Audhuy 2019 Cahors. This wine has 
power, dark tannins, and spice from wood 

aging. A concentrated Malbec, it reveals structure 
first, fruit second. The wine demands considerable 
aging and should not be drunk before 2024. Ripe 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 
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93 Château Famaey 2018 Cuvée X (Cahors). 
This rich, new-wood-aged wine is firmly 

structured and has great promise. The wood aging 
just keeps to the right side of balance with the 
blackberry fruits, leaving a juicy, ripe wine that will 
age well. Drink from 2024. Kinson The Future of 
Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

93 Château la Caminade 2016 CY Commandery 
(Cahors). Firm, still with plenty of tannins 

in place, this wine has a way to go. Its generous 
richness is impressive, with black fruits layered 
with tannins, and licorice flavors over black plums. 
Drink this full-bodied wine from 2022. Wine Tradi-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

93 Château Lamartine 2018 Expression 
(Cahors). The top wine of this estate, this 

has mint perfumes from new-wood aging along with 
black-plum and spice flavors. This powerful wine 
comes from a single parcel. It is structured and 
deserves to age. Drink from 2024. T. Edward Wines 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

93 Château Ponzac 2019 La Temperadou 
(Cahors). Firmly structured and with dense 

tannins, this is a Malbec for aging. Dark tannins and 
solid black fruits are developing together, under-
lined by juicy acidity and a dry core. The wine has 
potential but needs more time. Wait until 2023. 
wUst Fine Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

93 Jean-Luc Baldès 2016 Triguedina Probus 
(Cahors). With the name of this wine, 

seventh-generation producer Jean-Luc Baldès cel-
ebrates the Roman emperor who allowed vines to 
be replanted in Cahors. The wine is massive, well 
structured and rich. With tannins tamed and black-
currant fruits softened, it is just ready to drink. 
Wait until 2022 for the best effect. Aufinity Imports 
Co. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Château Haut-Monplaisir 2019 L’Envie 
(Cahors). Bottled without added sulfites, 

this wine has a straight line of black fruits that 
vibrate with intensity and rich tannins. Still very 
young and vivid, the wine will be rich, well defined 
and ready to drink from 2023. Organic. Vintage ’59 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Château les Croisille 2018 Divin (Cahors). 
Made from selected parcels on the estate, 

this perfumed wine has a dense structure and ripe 
berry fruits. Freshness is assured by juicy acidity 
from the black currant flavors. Tannins offer aging 
potential. Drink this balanced wine from 2023. Gar-
ber and Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

92 Clos d’Audhuy 2019 La ô (Cahors). Richly 
spicy with great fruits and concentra-

tion, this wine offers delicious tannins, spice and 
blackberry flavors. The wine has a great future 
and should not be drunk before 2023. Ripe Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

92 Vignobles Pelvillain 2016 Chäteau de Cénac 
Eulalie (Cahors). This powerful, dense wine 

shows great richness that matches concentrated 
tannins that add a core of dryness to the ripeness. 
The wine needs more time; drink from 2022. Conti-
nent Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Château Haut-Monplaisir 2019 Tradition 
(Cahors). This rich wine emphasizes black 

fruits and a fine line of firm tannins. It is packed 
with berries and black cherries, with a ripe, juicy 
aftertaste. Drink the wine from 2023. Organic. Vin-
tage ’59 Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

91 Mas del Périé 2019 Les Acacias (Cahors). This 
generous wine is ripe with juicy blackberry 

fruits, with fine layers of acidity. Tannins support 
this structured wine that needs to age. Drink from 
2023. Organic and biodynamic. Zev Rovine Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Château Famaey 2018 Prestige (Cahors). 
The firm tannins of rich Malbec shine in 

this wine, which conveys a sense of power as well as 
great concentration. With its density, layers of black 
plum and impressive structure, this is a wine to age. 
Drink from 2023. Kinson The Future of Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Jean-Luc Baldès 2018 Triguedina Petit Clos 
(Cahors). This is a happy blend of Malbec 

and Merlot, the Merlot softening the firm Malbec 
so the wine develops relatively quickly. With a 
rounded texture and black fruits, this attractive, 
rich wine will be ready from 2022. Aufinity Imports 
Co. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Château la Caminade 2019 Mission la Cami-
nade (Cahors). This is a smooth, ripe wine, 

full of generous tannins and black fruits. Rich ber-
ries and acidity vie with the tannins as the still-
young wine develops. Drink from 2023. Wine Tra-
ditions. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

88 Château les Croisille 2020 Croizillon 
(Cahors). Produced in a style that brings 

out the fruit, this blackberry and currant-flavored 
wine bursts with brightness and a lively texture. 
With soft tannins and plenty of acidity, the wine is 
ready to drink. Garber and Co. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

88 Clos Troteligotte 2020 K-or (Cahors). This 
structured wine has a fine line of acid-

ity going through the ripe black-currant fruits. A 
young wine, it promises softer fruits and acidity in 

the months to come. Drink from 2023. Authentique 
Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Domaine du Prince 2018 Envol du Prince 
(Cahors). The calling-card wine of this 

family estate is full of dark berry fruits and great 
acidity. With juiciness layered with light tannins 
and freshness, the wine will be ready to drink from 
2022. Petit Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Vinovalie 2018 Blouson Noir (Cahors). Rich, 
juicy fruits and light tannins create a wine 

full of blackberry flavors. Made to drink young, it 
is attractive and, yes, ready to drink. Steep Hill 
Importing. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Domaine du Prince 2018 Le Chêne du Prince 
(Cahors). This ripe, wood-aged wine is 

densely concentrated, a powerhouse of ripe black 
fruits and licorice flavors. The richness and high 
alcohol of this vintage show in the wine’s structure 
and peppery aftertaste. Drink from 2023. Petit Vin. 
—R.V. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $17 

87 Mas del Périé 2020 Les Escures (Cahors). 
Produced from vines at the top terraces of 

the Cahors vineyard, this wine is vivid with black 
fruits, soft tannins and juicy acidity. With its jammy 
fruitiness and freshness, the wine will be ready to 
drink from late 2021. Organic and biodynamic. Zev 
Rovine Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Vignobles Pelvillain 2018 Domaine du Théron 
(Cahors). This soft, ripe and fruity wine 

offers a bright blend of acidity and black-currant 
flavors. With its light structure and forward fruiti-
ness, the wine should be ready from 2022. Conti-
nent Wines Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Château Ponzac 2020 Maintenant ou jamais 
(Cahors). This fresh, juicy wine is full of 

bright flavors and light tannins. Red fruits are lifted 
and fresh, giving an open and friendly wine. Drink 
now. wUst Fine Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Clos Troteligotte 2020 K-pot (Cahors). Big, 
ripe and juicy, this wine has layers of red-

berry fruits and tight acidity. The structure and 
firm texture promise some aging. Drink from 2023. 
Authentique Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

GAILLAC

93 Château Lastours 2018 Cuvée du Pigeonnier 
(Gaillac). Named after a 15th-century dove-

cote on the estate, this wine is structured and dense 
with elegant tannins. It comes from old vines that 
give concentrated, dark berry fruits along with ripe 
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acidity. Age this wine and drink from 2022. Baron 
Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

92 Domaine Gayrard 2018 B de Braucol (Gaillac). 
Full of wild berry and smoky fruit flavors, 

this is a rich wine. Red berries and spice combine 
with serious tannins that promise aging. The wine 
has weight, concentration and will be ready to drink 
from 2023. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Château de Rhodes 2019 Chevalier de 
Rhodes (Gaillac). This smoothly textured, 

ripe wine has bold black fruits and good concen-
tration. A blend of four grapes, of which Duras is 
dominant, the wine has power as well as structure 
to support the richness. Drink from 2022. Organic. 
Paris Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

90 Domaine du Moulin 2017 Florentin Braucol 
(Gaillac). Produced from low-yielding vines 

on the estate’s best parcels, this wine Is almost 
mature. A rich structure of tannins and black fruits, 
smoky and fruity, the wine is likely to be ready to 
drink from 2022. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Château Lastours 2018 Tradition (Gaillac). 
A blend of five grapes, this wine revels in 

wild black-fruit flavors and a generous texture. 
With a structure that could soften over the next 
few months, the wine will be ready from late 2021. 
Baron Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Vignereuse 2018 Croizade (Gaillac). Marine 
Leys takes her terroir seriously and her 

labels lightly. Ripe and juicy, this is a crisp wine, 
with red fruits and light tannins that are imme-
diately attractive. Behind this fruity exterior, the 
structure will allow the wine to age further. Drink 
now or wait until 2022. Organic. Jenny and Fran-
çois Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Domaine du Moulin 2019 Cuvée M (Gaillac). 
Ripe and jammy, this wine is soft, with rasp-

berry fruits and a layer of young tannins. Acidity 
and a vibrant texture give this blend of Duras and 
Syrah an attractive, open character. Drink from 
2022. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

CÔTES DU TARN

92 Domaine D’en Ségur 2019 Cuvée Germain 
(Côtes du Tarn). With a firm texture and 

smokiness alongside the black fruits, this wood-
aged wine may be young but already offers weight 
and richness. A blend of Bordeaux grapes with 
Syrah, it has considerable potential. The wine needs 
time, and will be best from 2024 Bird Rock Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

90 Domaine de Borie Vieille 2019 Cuvée Confi-
dences Prunelard (Côtes du Tarn). Prunelard 

is a rare grape that has been revived in the Gaillac 
region, a native vine hotspot. Its quality is evident 
in this luscious, dense wine, packed with juicy black 
fruits and swathes of dark tannins. The wine should 
be ready from 2022. Calvert Woodley Fine Wines & 
Spirits. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

FRONTON

93 Château Bellevue la Forêt 2019 Mavro 
Négrette (Fronton). Négrette is the signa-

ture grape of Fronton and this wine with bold black 
fruits and rich tannins makes a fine calling card. 
Spice and dark textures promise considerable aging. 
Drink this wine from 2024. La Ville Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

92 Château Bellevue la Forêt 2018 Optimum 
(Fronton). The top wine of the estate, this 

is a fine showcase for the Négrette grape. It brings 
out spice, juicy black-currant fruits and enticing 
perfumes. Produced from old vines, the wine has 
concentration and good potential. Drink from 2023. 
La Ville Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

87 Domaine le Roc 2019 La Folle Noire d’Ambat 
Négrette (Fronton). Named after a parcel of 

the estate, this juicy wine offers red-fruit flavors 
with vegetal overtones. Folle Noire, an alternative 
name for Négrette, gives a dark-colored wine with 
soft tannins and attractive spice. Drink now. Lang-
don Shiverick. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

SAINT MONT

92 Plaimont 2018 Château de la Roque (Saint 
Mont). This firm and structured wine comes 

from one of the estates followed by the Plaimont 
cooperative. With its dense tannins and rich struc-
ture, the wine has a perfumed character and smoky 
berry flavors. It should age further, so wait to drink 
until 2022. Brickell Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

90 Plaimont 2019 Domaine La Vendôme (Saint 
Mont). This ripe, full and smoothly tex-

tured wine is a blend of Tannat, Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and Pinenc. Rich in juicy black currant and 
berry fruits, the wine has a light structure and 
tannins, deliciously integrated. It is ready to drink. 
Brickell Wines LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

MADIRAN

95 Vignobles Brumont 2014 Château Bouscassé 
Vieilles Vignes (Madiran). Maturity comes 

slowly with Tannat, but has been impressively 
achieved in this wine. It brings well-aged tannins 

and fruit together in a balanced combination that 
has concentration with elegance. The wine is just 
ready to drink although it will age for many more 
years. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

94 Vignobles Brumont 2012 Château Montus 
Prestige (Madiran). Dark tannins still cir-

cle over this rich wine. With this dry core comes 
mature fruit and a solid structure. The wine, from 
the showcase estate of Madiran, is built for further 
aging. Drink now possibly but for best effect wait 
until 2023. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $95 

93 Château Laffitte Teston 2017 Vieilles Vignes 
(Madiran). This family-owned estate 

has produced a dense, 100% Tannat that is just 
approaching its apogee. Fine tannins are accompa-
nied by juicy blackberry fruits and a texture that 
is concentrated while also maintaining the wine’s 
freshness. Drink from 2022. Wine Traditions. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

93 Château Peyros 2018 Vieilles Vignes (Madi-
ran). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14% Price: $23 

91 Château Peyros 2018 Madiran. The estate 
wine from this property in southern Madiran 

is a rich blend of Tannat and Cabernet Franc. Spice, 
blackberry fruits and acidity are well integrated 
into a ripe complexity. Drink the wine now. Baron 
Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Vignobles Brumont 2016 Château Bouscassé 
Réserve (Madiran). This new release from 

Alain Brumont has richness, spice and attractive 
wood-aging flavors. They go well with the succulent 
black fruits, backdrop of tannins and final perfumed 
acidity. The wine is ready to drink. Regal Wine 
Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Château Laffitte Teston 2017 Reflet du Ter-
roir (Madiran). Big tannins mark this firm, 

dry wine. With rich black fruits, perfumed acidity 
and a solid struture, the wine needs another few 
months. Drink from 2022. Wine Traditions. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

GERS

91 Domaine de Gensac 2015 Pesade (Gers). Now 
at its peak, this six-variety, ripe wine shows a 

powerful structure to go with mature secondary fla-
vors. Its velvet texture is sustained by juicy stewed 
plum and spice, giving a wine to drink now. Vin-
tures Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Domaine de Gensac 2017 Pas de Deux (Gers). 
A solid, rich blend of Fer Servadou and 

Merlot, this is full of black fruits. Tannins and berry 
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flavors show richly in this medley of structure and 
ripeness. Drink from 2022. Vintures Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Domaine Laurens 2018 Cuvée de Flars (Mar-
cillac). This balanced, fruity wine comes 

from a small appellation in the southern foothills of 
the Massif Central, France’s central mountains. The 
Fer Servadou wine with a touch of Cabernet Sau-
vignon is well proportioned, with rich tannins and 
wild blackberry flavors. It should age well, so wait 
to drink until 2022. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Château Grand Chêne 2017 Brulhois. From 
a small appellation in the Garonne Val-

ley, this wine is a blend of Bordeaux-type grapes 
along with Tannat. Wood aging has given it struc-
ture while emphasizing the black fruits and solid 
texture. The wine is just ready to drink. Bordeaux 
Tradition. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Cave d’Irouléguy 2019 Kattalin (Irrouléguy). 
Bright and juicy, this wine from the Basque 

foothills of the Pyrenees mountains is young, 
packed with red fruits. The acidity promises aging 
and the wine will be best from 2022. Organic. Vol-
canic Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Domaine de Joÿ 2018 La Vie en Joÿ Merlot-
Cabernet Sauvignon (Côtes de Gascogne). 

This attractive, easy blend of Merlot and Cabernet 
Sauvignon has light tannins alongside stalky fruits 
and vivid black fruits. Drink this wine now. Canon 
de Colorado. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

BORDEAUX
WHITE & ROSÉ WINES

ENTRE-DEUX-MERS

88 Château Vrai Caillou 2020 Entre-Deux-Mers. 
This is a delicious blend with Sémillon and 

Sauvignon Gris in the ascendant. With perfumed 
Meyer lemon flavors and attractive acidity the 
wine is crisp, fruity and ready to drink. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Producta Vignobles 2019 La Peyrière Cuvée 
Prestige (Entre-Deux-Mers). This wood-

aged wine is ripely textured, with plush yellow-fruit 
and lime flavors. The light texture and perfumed 
acidity give this wine complexity and vibrance. It is 
drinkable now. Wine Circle Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Château Haut-Domingue 2020 Entre-Deux-
Mers. A bright and fruity blend of Sauvignon 

Blanc with 30% Sémillon, this offers citrus flavors. 
It also has a creamy texture that will come to the 
fore over the next few months. Drink now for fresh-
ness or from late 2021 for richness. Aquitaine Wine 
Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Château La Fleur Ribeyrolles 2020 La Fleur 
Ribeyrolles (Entre-Deux-Mers). Crisp, fruity 

and bright with acidity, this wine has a bright, per-
fumed character. Vivacious citrus and green-apple 
flavors give a zesty texture. The wine is ready to 
drink. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Château La Rose du Pin 2020 Entre-Deux-
Mers. Young, fruity and herbal, this fresh 

wine has good acidity and bright citrus flavors. 
Textured and tangy, it is enjoyably ready to drink. 
Planet Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

BORDEAUX BLANC

93 Château Climens 2019 Asphodelle (Bordeaux 
Blanc). From the historic Barsac estate 

known for sweet wines, this is dry and smooth, with 
a pure texture and creamed-apple flavors. Hints of 
spice and delicious white fruits give the wine good 
acidity and style. Drink now. Organic. Biodynamic. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

91 Château Fourcas Dupré 2018 Grand Vin Blanc 
Sec (Bordeaux Blanc). Now approaching 

maturity, this ripe wine has elegant white fruits 
lifted by citrus and toast flavors. It blends Sauvi-
gnon Blanc and Sémillon seamlessly in a Listrac 
wine that is ready to drink. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Château Fourcas Dupré 2019 Château Bel-
levue Laffont (Bordeaux Blanc). From a 

small parcel of Sauvignon Blanc and Sémillon in 
Listrac, this wine is lightly wood aged. Attractive 
spiciness contrasts with green fruits and bright 
lemon flavors. Well structured, the wine will be 
ready from late 2021. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Clos des Lunes 2018 Lune Blanche (Bor-
deaux Blanc). This rich wine is produced 

by the winemaking team of Domaine de Chevalier. 
With a predominance of Sémillon, it is packed with 
white fruits, accented by hints of honey and toast. A 
fresh streak goes with the richness and the wine is 
now ready to drink. Multiple U.S. importers. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Producta Vignobles 2020 Grain de Lune 
(Bordeaux Blanc). From Sauvignon Gris, 

a grape that is less well known in Bordeaux, this 
wine shows great quality. It has a perfumed char-
acter quite unlike that of Sauvignon Blanc and the 
light texture has a fine, grainy character. This wine 

is ready to drink. Wine Circle Imports. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Barton & Guestier 2020 Petite Nancy (Bor-
deaux Blanc). A crisp wine with citrus and 

green-herb flavors, this is bright and zesty. Hints of 
yellow fruits give this light-alcohol wine a rich edge 
and perfumed aftertaste. Drink now. Suitable for 
vegans. Barton & Guestier USA. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

88 Château Clou du Pin 2020 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This estate in the heart of the Entre-deux-

Mers has produced a ripe and fruity wine. Hints of 
herbal flavors are more than balanced by the ripe 
apricots and zing of the wine. Drink from late 2021. 
W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Château La Rose Saint-Germain 2020 Bor-
deaux Blanc. Some perfumed Colombard in 

this wine gives a fresh view of Sauvignon Blanc. It 
brings out a lively character, bright with pear and 
kiwi flavors. Fresh and zesty, the wine will be ready 
from late 2021. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Château le Chay 2020 Cuvée Sauvignon 
(Bordeaux Blanc). Crisp and herbal, this 

bright, fruity wine has richness from being aged 
on the lees. The wine is perfumed, fresh and full 
of lime and kiwi flavors. Drink now. Vinamericas 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Château Bonnet 2020 Sauvignon Blanc-
Sémillon (Bordeaux Blanc). Crisply herbal, 

this fruity wine offers green apples and layers of cit-
rus from the Sauvignon Blanc. Light and with a fine 
tang at the end, the wine is ready to drink. Deutsch 
Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Château Briot 2020 Bordeaux Blanc. A bright 
take on Sauvignon Blanc, this is fresh, tangy 

with herbal flavors alongside the lime and green 
apples. Still a little young and intense, the wine will 
be better from late 2021. Europvin USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château Canteloup 2020 Cuvée Prestige du 
Château Canteloup (Bordeaux Blanc). Fer-

mented in wood, this smoothly textured wine offers 
yellow-fruit and spice flavors. Ripeness and vanilla 
richness give depth and flavor concentration. Drink 
now. Misa Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Château Franc Couplet 2020 Bordeaux Blanc. 
In this ripe, softly textured wine, a touch of 

wood aging has calmed some more herbal impulses. 
Crispness is coupled with strong citrus flavors that 
come through touches of toast and nutmeg. Drink 
the wine now. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 
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87 Château Grand Gamelle 2020 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Bright, crisp citrus and herbal flavors 

are boosted by this wine’s tangy texture, which will 
turn more creamy as it ages. With bright acidity at 
the end, the wine shows freshness. Drink from late 
2021. Wine Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Château Haut-Riot 2020 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This vibrant, fruity wine offers citrus and 

pineapple flavors. Texture and fresh acidity com-
bine with lemon-zest brightness, and the wine has 
a crunchy character. Drink now. Misa Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Château la Rose de Vitrac 2020 Bordeaux 
Blanc. This young, fruity wine with a burst 

of perfumed Muscadelle is bright and crisp. Tangy 
with citrus flavors, the wine is ready to drink. 
Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 French Blue 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Bor-
deaux Blanc). For full review see page 34. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Yvon Mau 2020 Premius Sauvignon (Bor-
deaux Blanc). Lightly smoky, this herbal 

wine is crisp, shot through with lemon and orange 
zest. It is open, very accessible and ready to drink 
now. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

86 Château Gabaron 2020 Bordeaux Blanc. 
This soft wine offers ripe orange and kiwi 

fruits. The crisp texture comes together with the 
acidity and bright aftertaste. Drink now. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Kressmann 2020 Monopole (Bordeaux 
Blanc). Grassy, herbal and with crisp green 

fruits, this is a light, bright wine. Its tangy texture 
and intense acidity need to soften before the wine is 
ready to enjoy. Drink from late 2021. Wine Source 
International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Les Hauts de Lagarde 2020 Bordeaux Blanc. 
An open wine with herbal and tropical-fruit 

flavors, this blend of Sauvignon Blanc and Sémillon 
is fruity, crisp and ready to drink. Suitable for veg-
ans. Organic. Natural Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

86 Maison Bertrand Ravache 2020 Les Hauts de 
la Gaffelière (Bordeaux Blanc). The addition 

of creamy Sémillon and perfumed Muscadelle to the 
Sauvignon Blanc in this blend gives it balance and 
calms the boisterous freshness. Fruity with pear 
and citrus flavors, this lightly textured wine is ready 
to drink. Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

86 Producta Vignobles 2020 BDX Revolution 
(Bordeaux Blanc). This soft Sauvignon 

Blanc brings out the grape’s warmer side. With its 
brightness, vivacity and blend between lime and 
kiwi-fruit flavors, the lively wine is ready to drink. 
Jandell Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Vieux Château Lamothe 2020 Bordeaux 
Blanc. Light, bright and herbaceous, this 

crisp wine has plenty of zesty citrus and lively acid-
ity. Drink this fruity wine now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

85 Château La Roberterie 2019 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Bordeaux Blanc). Although this is an herbal 

wine, perfumed pineapple flavors offer a more tropi-
cal taste. The wine is fragrant, with bright acidity 
and a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. Château 1590 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

85 Kressmann 2020 Croix Saint-Martin (Bor-
deaux Blanc). Bright and fruity, this wine 

offers herbal flavors as well as bright acidity and 
citrus. Light and fresh, it is ready to drink. Wine 
Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

SAUTERNES

90 Château Laribotte 2018 Sauternes. Already 
balanced with orange-peel flavors along-

side honey, this wine shows richness and some con-
centration from botrytis. An attractive light touch 
hints at freshness while keeping the ripe flavors. 
Drink from 2023. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

88 Château Menate 2019 Sauternes. This light 
style of Sauternes offers honey and lemon 

flavors and a light touch of acidity. The wine is not 
for long-term aging and should be ready from 2022. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Château Picque Caillou 2019 Pessac-Léog-
nan. This vineyard, an oasis in the urban 

sprawl of Bordeaux, has produced a classic wine. 
With beautifully textured fruit cut with a zing of 
citrus and underlined by the wood aging, the wine is 
set to age. Drink this harmonious wine from 2023. 
Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91 Château Petit Boyer 2020 Cuvée Mary (Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux). Luscious, spicy and full 

of creamed fruits, this wood-fermented wine has 
concentration and dense flavors. The wine deserves 
to age for the intense acidity to soften. Wait to drink 
this wine from 2023. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Château Beauregard Ducasse 2020 113 
Mètres d’Altitude (Graves). From a vineyard 

at the dizzying height for Bordeaux of 370 feet, this 
grassy, herbal wine has a riper element in the back-
ground. Touches of baked apple go with the citrus 
and perfumed character. Drink from late 2021. Misa 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château Hostens-Picant 2018 Cuvée des 
Demoiselles (Sainte-Foy Côtes de Bor-

deaux). This rich wine has a high level of alcohol 
rare in white Bordeaux. It is full and wood aged, 
with swathes of white fruits allied to toastiness. 
The alcohol shows not just in the weight, but in the 
pepper touch at the end. Drink now. Marquee Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

87 Château Hostens-Picant 2018 Grangeneuve 
(Sainte-Foy Côtes de Bordeaux). Lightly 

wood aged, this wine is rich and now mature. Apri-
cot and white-plum fruits balance against the spicy 
texture and toasty edge. It is ready to drink. Mar-
quee Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

SPARKLING WINE

86 Barton & Guestier NV Brut (Crémant de Bor-
deaux). A soft wine with a creamy mousse 

and light apple flavors, this is perfumed, with an 
attractive aftertaste of acidity and spice. Drink now. 
Barton & Guestier USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

ROSÉS

89 Kressmann 2020 Villa des Dunes (Bordeaux 
Rosé). This wine offers attractive red-fruit 

flavors. Dominated by lightly perfumed Cabernet 
Franc the wine has great acidity and a refreshing, 
bright aftertaste. Drink now. Wine Source Interna-
tional. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Château de Chambrun 2020 Rosé de Cham-
brun (Bordeaux Rosé). Produced from Cab-

ernet Franc, this is a fruity wine from the Lalande 
de Pomerol region. Freshness and bright acidity are 
enhanced by red-currant fruits that shine brightly 
through the wine. Drink now. Ideal Wine and Spir-
its. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Château Haut-La-Péreyre 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. From a single parcel, L’Oustalot, this 

wine is pure Cabernet Sauvignon, which gives both 
structure and ripe red-currant fruits. Great acidity 
shines as the wine reveals itself. It is ready to drink. 
Vintage ’59 Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Château Lauduc 2020 Classic Bordeaux 
Rosé. This 100% Cabernet Franc is full 

of red fruits, light perfumes and delicious acidity. 
Red-berry flavors shine in a vibrant wine with good 
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acidity and a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. Lanterna 
Distributors Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Clos Cantenac 2020 L’Exuberance (Bordeaux 
Rosé). This wine is full of fragrant fruit and 

bright citrus and raspberry flavors. Vivacious with 
driven acidity, it is ready to drink. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

88 Domaine de Chevalier 2020 Rosé de Cheva-
lier (Bordeaux Rosé). This crisp wine is full 

of ripe red fruits and attractive acidity. A lemon-
zest tang complements red-berry fruits in this 
young, vibrant and ready-to-drink wine. Calvert 
Woodley Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Producta Vignobles 2020 BDX Revolution 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Pure Cabernet Franc, this 

wine is perfumed, spicy with a rich texture as well 
as fresh acidity. Wild strawberry and spice flavors 
are already delicious. Drink now. Jandell Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Château Petit Boyer 2020 La Confidentielle 
dh Château Petit Boyer Cuvée Pipaul Rosé 

(Blaye Côtes de Bordeaux). Producd from Cabernet 
Sauvignon, this rich wine is lightly toasty, with ripe 
red-fruit flavors. Acidity is still intense and the 
wine will be better in a few months. Wait until late 
2021. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

86 Château Laubès 2020 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Bordeaux Rosé). From a vineyard in the 

heart of the Entre-deux-Mers region, this fresh, 
lightly structured Cabernet Sauvignon is full of red-
currant flavors. An attractive bite of acidity bal-
ances the fruitiness. Drink now. Advantage Interna-
tional. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 French Blue 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. Light and 
bright, this open wine revels in its soft tex-

ture and lively red-fruit acidity. It is immediately 
accessible and ready to drink. C. Mondavi and Fam-
ily. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Les Hauts de Lagarde 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
From vines in the heart of the Entre-deux-

Mers, this soft, light wine is attractively fruity. A 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, it has 
strawberry flavors and a light aftertaste. Drink now. 
Suitable for vegans. Organic. Natural Merchants, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

85 Château Carignan 2020 L’Orangerie de Cari-
gnan (Bordeaux Rosé). This blend of Merlot 

and Cabernet Sauvignon has caramel flavors, crisp 
acidity and tight red-currant fruits. Dry and very 
crisp, the wine is harsh at this stage and needs to 

soften. Drink from late 2021. T. Elenteny Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

85 Château Léon 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. The 
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon in this 

wine are well balanced. It is fruity, with caramel 
and touches of tannins to counterpoint the citrus 
and red-berry flavors. The wine is ready to drink. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Kressmann 2020 Pink de Kressmann (Bor-
deaux Rosé). This wine has strawberry and 

red-currant flavors. Ripeness contrasts with cit-
rus acidity. Perfumed from the Cabernet Franc in 
the blend, this fruity wine is ready to drink. Wine 
Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

84 Château Bonnet 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Fruity, very young and vibrant, this wine 

is tangy and bright. Acidity, a touch of caramel and 
red fruits come together attractively. Drink now. 
Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

84 Château La Roberterie 2019 Bordeaux Rosé. 
A soft wine made from 100% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this has a bite of pepper to go with the 
red-berry fruits. The wine finishes with attractive 
acidity. Drink now. Château 1590 LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

BORDEAUX
RED WINES

SAINT-ESTÈPHE

92 Château Meyney 2018 La Chapelle de Meyney 
(Saint-Estèphe). This is the second wine 

from this estate that faces the Gironde estuary. It 
has rich tannins as well as powerful black-currant 
fruits. With density as well as bold flavors and 
structure, the wine is set to mature well. Drink from 
2024. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Château Meyney 2015 La Chapelle de Meyney 
(Saint-Estèphe). Now just mature, this per-

fumed wine shows the aging ability of the second 
wine of this estate. It still has structure but the 
fruits are now moving towards secondary flavors 
and ripe spiciness. Drink this wine now, although 
it should be even better from 2022. Aquitaine Wine 
Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

91 Château Ségur de Cabanac 2016 Saint-
Estèphe. With its dominance of Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this wine is richly textured and dense. 
Black-currant fruits are still very present although 
mitigated by the softening of wood aging and time in 

bottle. The wine is ready to drink and also agewor-
thy at least until 2024. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

PAUILLAC

92 Château Bellegrave 2017 Pauillac. The vine-
yard of Bellegrave in the southern part of 

Pauillac has produced a softly textured wine in this 
lighter vintage. With hints of maturity and black-
currant fruits that have mellowed well, the wine is 
almost ready to drink. Just wait until 2022. Aquita-
ine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

91 Château Bellegrave 2017 Dauprat (Pauil-
lac). This wine comes from a two-acre par-

cel mainly planted to Cabernet Sauvignon. With a 
smooth texture from wood aging and now approach-
ing maturity, the ripe berry fruits are developing a 
spicy character. Drink the wine now. EU. Family 
Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Château Croizet-Bages 2016 Alias Croizet-
Bages (Pauillac). The softly textured second 

wine of this fifth classed growth estate in Pauillac 
now shows the beginnings of maturity. Black fruits 
have softened into the texture, bringing a rounded 
feel and hints of secondary flavors. Drink now. AP 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

SAINT-JULIEN

98 Château Léoville Las Cases 2018 Saint- 
Julien. Layered with dry tannins and con-

centrated texture, this major wine offers an impres-
sive structure and promises considerable aging. 
Black-currant fruits are still tied to the tannins. 
The wine exudes richness and a classic profile. To 
say this wine will age is an understatement. Do not 
touch before 2028 at the earliest. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $300 

95 Clos du Marquis 2018 Saint-Julien. The vine-
yard, across the road from Léoville-las-

Cases and under the same ownership, is produc-
ing grand wines. This latest release has a powerful 
structure, dense fruits and layers of tannins. Black 
fruits and dark chocolate contrast with the fresh-
ness at the end. A wine to age, this should be just 
approaching drinkability by 2027. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

93 Château Lalande 2019 Saint-Julien. This 
estate, one of the relatively few in Saint-

Julien that is not classified (and therefore good 
value), has produced a young and structured wine 
that is very much in the understated style of Saint-
Julien. Its fruits and ripe tannins promise great 
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things. Smoky and rich, the wine will be ready from 
2026. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

93 Clos du Marquis 2018 La Petite Marquise 
(Saint-Julien). The second wine from the 

Clos du Marquis, this has great presence, structure 
and bold black fruits. As the wine moves ahead in 
its development, it shows hints of softening. The 
potential is here and the wine will age well. Drink 
from 2026. Multiple U.S. importers. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 Château les Ormes 2012 Saint-Julien. A 
blend from two parcels of vines, this wine 

comes from a vintage that always has emphasized 
fruit. Now ready to drink, the wine has great bal-
ance and the beginnings of secondary flavors, with 
hints of spice and tobacco. The wine is ready now, 
but will age further and could be even better from 
2022. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

MARGAUX

92 Château Dauzac 2018 Labastide Dauzac 
(Margaux). This mostly Merlot wine is ripe 

and smoky, packed with juicy black fruits and good 
acidity. It is already balanced while having a rich 
future. Drink from 2024. Suitable for vegans. DHI 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Château Dauzac 2018 Aurore de Dauzac (Mar-
gaux). Harvested from the best parts of the 

Dauzac vineyard for Cabernet Sauvignon, this wine 
has ripe tannins and juicy, jammy black fruits. It 
still shows the wood aging, but this should disap-
pear into the richness of the wine because of the 
weight of the fruit. Drink from 2024. Suitable for 
vegans. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Château Dauzac 2017 Aurore de Dauzac 
(Margaux). This smooth, supple wine offers 

black-currant fruits that are bright with acidity, 
with core of spice and tannins. Maturing fast, the 
wine will be ready from 2022. Suitable for vegans. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Grand Périples 2018 Margaux. Aged in 
wood, this still-young wine has spice and 

layers of juicy black fruits. It is structured and firm 
with tannins that back up the fruit, but conveys an 
opulent feel from the Merlot in the blend. Drink the 
wine from 2023. Vinovia Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Château Dauzac 2017 Labastide Dauzac 
(Margaux). Soft and open, this wine is full 

of blackberry fruits. Fresh with acidity and with 
touches of maturity already appearing, the wine will 
be ready to drink from 2022. DHI Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Château Rauzan-Gassies 2016 Gassies (Mar-
gaux). The second wine of Château Rauzan-

Gassies, this textured release is dominated by the 
black-currant fruits of Cabernet Sauvignon. Tan-
nins and acidity give structure to a wine that is just 
ready to drink. AP Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

HAUT-MÉDOC

92 Château la Fon du Berger 2016 Cru Bourgeois 
(Haut-Médoc). An edge of dryness to this 

wine suggests it still has some firmness and aging 
potential. Spicy black fruits and rich tannins have 
come together to give ripe, balanced wine that will 
be ready to drink from 2022. Bowler. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Château Bel Orme Tronquoy de Lalande 2018 
Haut-Médoc. This wine from northern Haut-

Médoc is produced by the same team as classed 
growth Château Rauzan-Gassies in Margaux. It is 
richly fruity, pushing the density and alcohol but 
drawing back with the acidity and bright black-cur-
rant flavors. Drink this wine from 2024. AP Wine 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $21 

91 Château du Moulin 2018 Haut-Médoc. From 
vines around a ruined windmill in the heart 

of the Haut-Médoc, this wine shows richness and 
balance. Lightly perfumed, the structured Cabernet 
Sauvignon gives fine tannins, black-currant fruits 
and plenty of aging potential. Drink from 2024. EU. 
Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Château la Fon du Berger 2018 Cru Bourgeois 
(Haut-Médoc). Still young, this ripe, fruit-

driven wine will develop well. Black-currant fruits 
mingle with licorice and juicy acidity in the wood-
aged wine. Give this fresh, fruity wine until 2023. 
Bowler. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Château Lamothe-Bergeron 2018 Cru Bour-
geois (Haut-Médoc). With a preponderance 

of Cabernet Sauvignon, this wine shows the rich-
ness of the vintage to great advantage. Blackberry 
fruits and rich tannins indicate that the wine is still 
maturing. It will be worth waiting until 2023. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

90 Château Lascombes 2018 Le Haut-Médoc de 
Lascombes (Haut-Médoc). Produced by the 

winemaking team of Château Lascombes in Mar-
gaux, this wine focuses on fruit and early approach-
ability. Ripe black-currant flavors of the predomi-
nant Cabernet Sauvignon are packed with fruitiness 
and soft tannins. The wine has a fresh, smoky after-
taste. It will be ready from 2022. Advantage Inter-
national. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Rauzan-Gassies 2017 L’Orme de 
Rauzan-Gassies (Haut-Médoc). A densely 

textured wine offering black fruits, this full of 
Merlot richness. The wine has a lighter side, too, 
as befits the vintage, giving freshness to the still-
young fruits and texture. Drink from 2023. AP Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 Château Hourtin-Ducasse 2019 Haut-Médoc. 
A spicy wine, this is light in texture, already 

with an attractive balance between fruit and tan-
nins. As the initial freshness smooths out, the wine 
will develop a spicy character to balance the fresh 
fruitiness. Drink from 2023. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Château la Fon du Berger 2015 Cru Bourgeois 
(Haut-Médoc). Dark chocolate and rich tan-

nins are strong elements in this mature wine. Dark 
fruits have softened into the structure, hinting at 
blackberries but more focused on secondary flavors. 
Drink now. Bowler. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

89 Château Mille Roses 2017 Haut-Médoc. This 
wine is packed with black-currant fruiti-

ness and soft tannins. Bright juiciness and fresh 
fruits are still deliciously present in this wine that 
reveals the round texture and lightness of the vin-
tage. Organic. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Château les Vimières 2017 Haut-Médoc. 
Aged in partially new wood, this wine 

conveys softness and maturity. Black-currant fla-
vors are softening, giving juiciness that brings out 
the lightness of the wine. Drink now. EU. Family 
Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

88 Château Peyrat-Fourthon 2015 Haut-
Médoc.From an estate inland from Pauillac, 

this spicy wine is now mature. Light, gently struc-
tured and smoothly textured, it is ready to drink. 
Cognac One, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

88 Château Plantey de Lieujean 2019 Haut-
Médoc. Located in the northern part of the 

Haut-Médoc, this estate has produced wine full of 
blackberry flavors and generous tannins. Its youth-
ful character has potential. Drink from 2023. EU. 
Family Estates. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Château Lamothe-Bergeron 2017 Cru Bour-
geois (Haut-Médoc). Now mature, this bal-

anced, lighter vintage reveals attractive fruits as 
well as a tannic edge that gives the wine shape. Ripe 
and with a background of acidity, the wine is ready 
to drink. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 
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MOULIS-EN-MÉDOC

93 Château Anthonic 2019 Moulis-en-Médoc. 
With black-currant fruits and spicy acidity, 

this is developing well into a rich, structured wine 
for aging. Tannins form the backdrop for an open 
texture that comes from partial aging in amphorae, 
a revolutionary concept in the Médoc. Drink from 
2025. New France Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Château la Bernède Grand Poujeaux 2019 
Moulis-en-Médoc. Aged mainly in amphorae, 

this wine shows soft tannins and ripe, smoothly 
textured black fruits. Exemplary balance links the 
fruit and juicy acidity. Drink from 2024. Organic. 
New France Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Château Anthonic 2019 Les Aigles 
d’Anthonic (Moulis-en-Médoc). The second 

wine of Château Anthonic, this is fresh, full of black 
currant fruits and bright acidity. It is young but 
will develop relatively quickly. Drink from 2023. 
Organic. New France Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

MÉDOC

91 Château Bellevue 2016 Cru Bourgeois 
(Médoc). This well-textured, smooth wine is 

rich in dusty tannins and ripe black-currant fruits. 
With almost equal proportions of Merlot and Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, the wine offers ripe perfumes, 
spice and fruitiness that is now maturing. Drink 
now. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Château Côtes de Blaignan 2018 Cru Bour-
geois (Médoc). From a fifth-generation fam-

ily estate, this balanced wine holds almost equal 
proportions of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. 
The texture and black-currant fruits are in harmony 
promising further aging. Drink from 2023. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Château Potensac 2018 Médoc. Under the 
same ownership as Château Léoville-las-

Cases in Saint-Julien, this estate performs way 
above its appellation. With rich tannins and lay-
ers of ripe Merlot, the wine has a proper structure 
and sense of purpose, and will age well. Drink from 
2025. Multiple U.S. importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

90 Château Blaignan 2018 Cru Bourgeois 
(Médoc). A fruity, juicy wine with soft tan-

nins and bright red-berry flavors, this bubbles with 
energy and freshness. It will settle into a smoothly 
textured wine that should be ready to drink from 
2023. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

88 Château Troussas 2016 Cru Bourgeois 
(Médoc). This rich, mature wood-aged wine 

is ready to drink. Spice, generous black fruits and 
soft tannins combine in a wine that is ripe while 
retaining an attractive edge of acidity. Drink now. 
Wine Circle Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Producta Vignobles 2017 Merrain Rouge 
(Médoc). This wood-aged wine from a rel-

atively light vintage is elegant. Juicy Merlot com-
bines easily with the more structured Cabernet 
Sauvignon. This balanced wine is ready to drink. 
Wine Circle Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

86 Château du Périer 2016 Cru Bourgeois 
(Médoc). Wood-aging flavors still show in 

this otherwise fruity and balanced wine. That’s a 
shame because the juicy acidity has now softened 
into the mature black-currant flavors. Drink now. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

GRAVES

91 Château de Vimont 2019 Graves. Part of the 
state system for helping people with disabili-

ties return to work, this estate has made a richly 
fruity wine that is full of firm tannins and generous 
black fruits. With everything coming into balance, 
the wine will be ready from 2023. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $26 

91 Château Lusseau 2018 Graves. From vines 
in the north of the Graves region, this well-

textured wine shows great harmony between rich 
blackberry fruits, spice and ripe tannins. It needs 
time, so drink from 2023. Organic. Lanterna Dis-
tributors Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

90 Château Beauregard Ducasse 2018 113 
Mètres d’Altitude (Graves). For Bordeaux, 

113 meters (370 feet) is a veritable mountain, which 
is why this wine’s name celebrates it. Partly aged in 
wood, the wine is structured, but in a manner that’s 
at the service of the black-currant fruits. It should 
develop quickly and be ready to drink from 2022. 
Misa Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Château de l’Hospital 2019 Solstice Merlot 
(Graves). In this wine, the natural rich exu-

berance of Merlot is balanced by the dark, young 
tannins and concentrated black fruits. With this 
density and ripeness, the wine will take some time 
to mature. Drink from 2024. Organic. Wine Wine 
Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Château de Vimont 2019 Perin de Naudine 
(Graves). This wine is produced in a vine-

yard dedicated to helping people with disabili-
ties get back into work. The wine offers attractive 

black-currant fruits and light tannins. Fresh acidity 
completes this harmonious wine. Drink from 2023. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Château Millet 2018 Graves. From the north 
of the Graves region, this wine has good 

balance, with a perfumed edge from the Cabernet 
Franc in the blend alongside the elegant Cabernet 
Sauvignon structure. This wine will be ready from 
2023. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Château Pascaud 2019 Graves. This rich, 
full-bodied, softly textured wine is gener-

ous to a fault. Powerful tannins are cushioned by 
ripe black fruits that spread comfortably through 
the wine. Drink from 2022. Europvin USA. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 Château de Janicon 2018 Graves. Partially 
wood aged, this wine is rich in tannins and 

black-currant fruits. From a vineyard in the north-
ern Graves, the ripely structured wine will develop 
quickly and be ready to drink from 2022. EU. Family 
Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château de l’Hospital 2019 La Dame de 
l’Hospital (Graves). Mainly Merlot but with 

a balancing burst of Cabernet Sauvignon, this wine 
is rich but well structured, with bright black-cur-
rant fruits to freshen the texture. Drink from 2023. 
Organic. Wine Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Château Clare 2019 Graves. Rich dark-choc-
olate and firm berry flavors give this wine 

density. Young with ripe, jammy fruits and solid 
layers of tannins, the wine needs some aging. Drink 
from 2023. Wine Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

SAINT-ÉMILION

94 Château la Gaffelière 2018 Dame de Gaffe-
lière Grand Cru (Saint-Émilion). For full 

review see page 9. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

94 Château Laroque 2018 Saint-Émilion. This 
well-textured, rich wine has a firm texture 

that promises a future of smoothness and concen-
tration. Touches of vanilla from wood aging com-
bine with ripe black-currant fruits in a wine that 
should be ready from 2026. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

94 Clos Cantenac 2015 Saint-Émilion. Pure old-
vine Merlot, this is a densely concentrated 

wine. Bold tannins and dark fruits give it an ini-
tially massive character. That dissipates as the wine 
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opens into rich black-plum fruits cut with juicy 
acidity. Drink from 2026. Old Bridge Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

93 Château d’Armens 2018 Saint-Émilion. This 
estate, owned by the Malet Roquefort family 

of classed growth La Gaffelière, has produced an ele-
gant, richly structured and ageworthy wine. Power 
and dense black fruits are mitigated by the wine’s 
potential for ripe smoothness and poise. Drink from 
2024. Vineyard Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

93 Château la Révérence 2019 Saint-Émilion. 
This stylish wine comes from a seven-acre 

vineyard just north of the town of Saint-Émilion. 
Half Merlot and half Cabernet Franc, it offers lay-
ers of black fruits, licorice and firm tannins. Still 
young, the wine promises much. Drink from 2025. 
Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 Clos Cantenac 2016 Petit Cantenac (Saint-
Émilion). Produced from old vines, this 

beautifully perfumed wine is richly structured 
while promising a future that brings out the black-
currant fruits. It has both richness and elegance. 
Drink this second wine of Clos Cantenac from 2025. 
Old Bridge Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Château Chauvin 2018 Saint-Émilion. Bold, 
ripe tannins and black fruits are a hallmark 

of the vintage. This wine is distinguished by dense 
tannins shot with acidity, giving a sense of structure 
and richness. The wine from this rapidly improving 
estate has good aging potential and should not be 
drunk before 2026. Multiple U.S. importers. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Château Coutet Saint-Émilion 2018 Les Dem-
oiselles Cuvée Emeri (Saint-Émilion). In the 

same family since the 16th century, this estate has 
produced a wine impressive in style and potential. 
The black fruits and dark tannins in this wine from 
two parcels within the vineyard have the ability to 
mature slowly and well. Do not drink before 2025. 
Organic. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $200 

92 Château Grand Corbin Manuel 2018 Saint-
Émilion. This 37-acre vineyard in the north-

west corner of Saint-Émilion has produced a richly 
dense wine. Packed with black-currant fruits and 
concentrated tannins, it is just starting to develop. 
With its power and richness, the wine needs time. 
Drink from 2025. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

92 Château Haut-Cadet 2018 Saint-Émilion. At 
this stage, wood aging shows strongly in this 

rich wine. The dominance of Merlot gives a sense 
of opulence and ripe black fruits. As it develops, 
the wine will reveal concentration and depth from 

the fine tannins. Drink from 2025. Deutsch Family 
Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Château l’Apolline 2016 Saint-Émilion. From 
fruit grown on the valley floor below the city 

of Saint-Émilion, this wine is richly fruity. Licorice 
and chocolate flavors blend with mature tannins 
and acidity. The wine is just ready to drink although 
it will better from 2022. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Château la Dominique 2018 Relais de la Dom-
inique (Saint-Émilion). The second wine of 

classed growth La Dominique picks up on the top 
wine’s richness and concentration while having 
a softer profile. With richness and density allied 
to the black-fruit flavors, this wine will develop 
well and should be ready from 2024. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

92 Château le Loup 2018 Saint-Émilion. Half-
and-half Merlot and Cabernet Franc, this 

is already well balanced. Rich tannins and equally 
rich black fruits are developing together into a wine 
that will have great density and fullness. Drink from 
2024. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

92 Château Roc de Boisseaux 2018 Saint-Émil-
ion. This rich, juicy wine has an attractive 

proportion of Cabernet Franc in the blend. With 
dark tannins and spice balancing black-plum fruits, 
it is a fine example of this powerful vintage. Drink 
from 2024. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 Château Trimoulet 2014 Jean de Trimoulet 
(Saint-Émilion). Rich chocolate and layers 

of dense black fruits give this wine a sense of power 
and concentration. Ripe fruits are still a force in 
this full-bodied wine, even though it is now mature. 
Drink now. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Château Clos Junet 2018 Saint-Émilion. This 
small estate west of the town of Saint-Émil-

ion has produced a rich, structured wine with plenty 
of potential. Ripe, juicy blackberry fruits and a firm 
layer of dry tannins give the wine plenty of time to 
develop. Drink from 2024. Dropping Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Château la Rose Beauséjour 2019 Saint-Émil-
ion. This young wine has plenty of wood fla-

vors. The toast will integrate and this will become 
a rich wine with black-fruit and spice flavors. Tan-
nins provide the support for aging. Drink the wine 
from 2023. Organic. Wine Wine Situation LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Clos Cantenac 2018 La Devine du Clos Cante-
nac (Saint-Émilion). This is like a third wine 

from this estate. It is likely to develop well and over 
the medium term. Although the wine is predomi-

nantly Merlot, the structure and touches of spice 
from the two Cabernets support its open, fruity-
packed character. Drink from 2024. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Château Belle Assise Coureau 2018 Saint-
Émilion. This rich, generous wine is packed 

with smoky Cabernet Franc and ripe Merlot. Its 
solid texture and density are mirrored by the 
punchy black fruits and acidity. The wine needs 
more time, so drink from 2023. Blicker Pierce Wag-
ner Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Château la Croix Calendreau 2017 Saint-
Émilion. Aged in wood for 18 months, this 

wine has narrowly escaped being too woody because 
the black-currant flavors are so juicy and ripe. They 
will propel the wine forward, giving a smooth tex-
ture from 2023. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Château Laroque 2018 Les Tours de Laroque 
(Saint-Émilion). The second wine of this 

estate, this is smoothly textured and rich with dark-
plum and licorice flavors. It still has plenty of tan-
nins in the background, so the wine does need more 
time. Drink from 2023. Multiple U.S. importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

90 Clos Petit Badon 2018 Bocquillon (Saint-
Émilion). Densely rich with black-plum 

and dark-chocolate flavors, this wine needs further 
aging. Its solid texture is enhanced by perfumes 
from the Cabernet Franc, giving it good potential. 
Drink from 2024. Wine Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Château la Chapelle 2019 Saint-Émilion. 
This wine from vines on the Dordogne val-

ley floor offers ripe, juicy black-currant fruits and 
swathes of acidity. The structure is fully integrated 
into its rich, jammy flavors. Drink from 2022. Vino-
via Wine Group. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

88 Château Piganeau 2018 Saint-Émilion. 
Smoothly textured and ripe, this wine is 

showing the beginnings of maturity, with smoky 
flavors alongside the rich black fruits. Merlot in 
the blend gives the wine a ripe character that will 
develop quickly. Drink from 2022. Luneau USA Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Union de Producteurs de Saint-Émilion 2018 
Côtes Rocheuses (Saint-Émilion). This 

wood-aged wine is softening well, integrating bold 
tannins with the generous blackberry fruits. Spice 
and toastiness aid the softening of this rich wine 
that will be ready to drink from 2023. Ideal Wine 
and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 
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MONTAGNE-SAINT-ÉMILION

92 Château du Puy Bonnet 2018 Montagne-
Saint-Émilion. Separated from Saint- 

Émilion by a stream, this estate has produced an 
elegant, well-structured wine that wears its rich-
ness lightly. With juicy black-currant fruits and a 
smoky finish, the wine is likely to be ready from 
2023. Latitude Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Château Haut-Goujon 2016 Montagne-Saint-
Émilion. With half aged in new wood, this 

balanced and juicy blend of Merlot and Cabernet 
Sauvignon shows pedigree and richness. The struc-
ture has softened and matured, the black-currant 
fruits rounded out with spice. Drink now. Vineyards 
to Table. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

91 Château Haut-Goujon 2018 Montagne-Saint-
Émilion. While this wine is still young, it 

promises much. Bold tannins are balanced by juicy 
blackberry fruits and acidity. The wine is restrained 
with its exuberant fruit, the potential pointing to a 
balanced, stylish wine. Drink from 2023. Vineyards 
to Table. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

91 Château Lys de Maisonneuve 2016 Cuvée Con-
fidentielle (Montagne-Saint-Émilion). Now 

approaching maturity, this wine is structured and 
dense. Tannins provide a rich support for spicy 
black fruits and generous layers of perfumed Cab-
ernet Franc and lush Merlot. Drink from 2022. EU. 
Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

91 Domaine Gonzague Maurice 2016 La Folie 
(Montagne-Saint-Émilion). Named after a 

tower on the estate, this wine is pure, rich Merlot, 
solidly textured and with ripe black fruits. Not a shy 
wine, it has power, concentration and could even 
now benefit from further aging. Drink from 2022. 
Lanterna Distributors Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

89 Château Coucy 2018 Montagne-Saint- 
Émilion. This oak-aged blend of Cabernet 

Franc and Merlot is well balanced, rich but with 
a fine texture and structure. Black fruits are inte-
grated with the spicy wood and still-young tannins. 
The wine should be aged further. Drink from 2023. 
JP Bourgeois. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

POMEROL

94 Château Séraphine 2018 Pomerol. From a 
nearly three-acre vineyard, this is a dense, 

powerful expression of Merlot. Layers of black 
fruits, rich tannins and spice come together with 
the structure and wood aging to give a wine with 

considerable aging potential. Drink from 2026. Old 
Bridge Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $300 

93 Château la Création 2018 Pomerol. Unusu-
ally for Merlot-dominated Pomerol, this 

13-acre vineyard is planted with 51% of the two 
Cabernets. The resulting wine is richly fruity and 
structured, with generous chocolate and black-
coffee flavors as well as dark berry fruits. The wine 
needs time and will be best from 2025. Deutsch 
Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château Nenin 2018 Pomerol. This struc-
tured wine conveys a strong sense of power. 

Rich, black Merlot fruits are kept in shape by tan-
nins and by freshness, a hallmark of wines from the 
Delon family of Léoville-las-Cases in Saint-Julien. 
The wine should age well, so wait until 2027. Mul-
tiple U.S. importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Château Lécuyer 2019 Pomerol. Almost 
entirely Merlot, this wine is rich but has 

good balance because of acidity that lightens the 
dense fruits and tannins. Dark plum flavors and the 
bold structure will take time to soften. Drink from 
2025. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

92 Château Séraphine 2018 L’Innocence de 
Séraphine (Pomerol). The second wine of 

this Pomerol estate, this is dominated by powerful 
Merlot. Richness is balanced by juicy acidity and 
opulent black-cherry fruits. Tannins still show, so 
this wine needs to age. Drink from 2023. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

90 Château Nenin 2018 Fugue de Nenin 
(Pomerol). The second wine of Château 

Nenin, this is already balanced. Tannins are fully 
integrated and the fruit bursts with structured 
energy. The wine has good medium-term poten-
tial and should be ready from 2025. Multiple U.S. 
importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

LALANDE DE POMEROL

90 Château Haut-Goujon 2018 Lalande de 
Pomerol. Dark-hued Merlot, powerfully 

structured and still young, pushes this wine in a 
dense direction. Firm tannins and ripe blackberry 
fruits promise a rich wine, ready from 2024. Vine-
yards to Table. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

90 Château Jean Gué 2018 Lalande de Pomerol. 
Still firm and structured, this dense wine 

has big tannins that come through the blackberry 
fruit and licorice flavors. Ripe Merlot has been 
restrained by acidity to give a wine that is balanced 
but needs time. Drink from 2023. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Vignobles K 2018 Enclos de Viaud (Lalande 
de Pomerol). Dominated by ripe Merlot, 

this bold wine is packed with dark black fruits, giv-
ing a richly opulent texture. The tannins will lead 
the wine into good medium-term aging. Drink this 
wine from 2023. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Château Haut-Goujon 2014 Cuvée Cabernet 
(Lalande de Pomerol). This dense wine is 

still structured while also having mature secondary 
flavors. A juicy line of acidity lightens the structure 
and dry core to give freshness and smoky fruitiness 
at the end. Drink this well-aged wine now. Vine-
yards to Table. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

89 Vignobles K 2016 Enclos de Viaud (Lalande 
de Pomerol). Now ready to drink, this wine 

is well structured. Although still fresh and with firm 
tannins, the fruit and the softening texture show 
well. Drink this rich wine now. EU. Family Estates. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Château du Rosaire 2019 Lalande de Pomerol. 
Wood aged for a year, this is a balanced 

blend of equal parts of Cabernet Franc and Merlot. 
The core of dryness is lifted by ripe black-currant 
fruits and juicy bright acidity. Drink from 2022. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

FRONSAC

92 Château du Bergey 2018 Cuvée Tradition 
Merlot (Fronsac). Powerfully rich and full of 

black fruits, this is a ripe wine. Dark-chocolate fla-
vors merge with generous fruits in a wine that still 
has its tannins in place. Age this wine and drink 
from 2023. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

91 Château du Bergey 2019 Cuvée Tradition Mer-
lot (Fronsac). While this wine is obviously 

young, it is possible to discern the outlines of rich-
ness and dense black fruits. Licorice shows strongly 
against black-currant flavors and powerful tannins 
that will soften. Drink this wine from 2024. EU. 
Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

90 Château Tour du Moulin 2018 Les Terres 
Rouges Merlot (Fronsac). Old-vine Merlot 

gives powerful tannins and juicy blackberry fruits. 
With structure and concentration, this wine from 
west of Saint-Émilion will be concentrated and rich 
as it matures. Drink from 2023. EU. Family Estates. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

CÔTES DE BOURG

91 Château Puybarbe 2018 Côtes de Bourg. With 
a goodly amount of Cabernet Sauvignon in 
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the blend, this wine is rich. Wood aging gives a lus-
cious feel to a wine that is developing well. Dark 
tannins and concentrated black fruits show power 
and a juicy character that bodes well. Drink from 
2023. Banks Channel. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $22 

88 Château Groleau 2020 Cot à Côtes (Côtes de 
Bourg). Ripe and fruity, this belongs to the 

new wave of pure Malbec coming from this region 
of Bordeaux. It shows structure balanced by attrac-
tive black-cherry fruits. The wine is soft and juicy 
enough to drink young, even this year. Vinamericas 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

88 Château Puybarbe 2018 Astral de Château 
Puybarbe (Côtes de Bourg). This rich wine 

offers juicy black fruits and dark-chocolate flavors. 
It shows good balance between the fruits and ripe 
tannins that are already softening. Drink the wine 
from 2022. Banks Channel. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Château Puybarbe 2018 Gaïa de Château 
Puybarbe (Côtes de Bourg). This wine is 

full of fruit that is backed by firm tannins. Black-
currant flavors are enhanced by the acidity and per-
fumed aftertaste. Drink from 2022. Banks Channel. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

87 Château Groleau 2019 Cuvée Tradition (Côtes 
de Bourg). A blend of Merlot with Malbec, 

this wine is full of dark fruit and tannins. Aged only 
in tanks, the wine emphasizes blackberry flavors 
and a core of tannins. It should be ready from 2023. 
Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Château Puybarbe 2016 Côtes de Bourg. This 
rich Merlot-based wine offers dense, choco-

late and dark plum flavors, with layers of firm, dry 
tannins. Considering the wine is now five years old, 
this structure is probably here to stay. Banks Chan-
nel. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $22 

BLAYE CÔTES DE BORDEAUX

92 Château Petit Boyer 2019 La Confidenti-
elle dh Château Petit Boyer Cuvée Paloma 

(Blaye Côtes de Bordeaux). Densely rich, this is a 
deliciously wood-aged wine. Powerful tannins are a 
good foil for the impressive black fruits and luscious 
texture. With its concentration and ripeness, this is 
a wine for aging. Drink from 2024. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

91 Château Petit Boyer 2019 Cuvée Armand 
(Blaye Côtes de Bordeaux). This is a well-bal-

anced, young wine. With powerful dark tannins and 
potential from the blackberry flavors and acidity, 
it is dense and ageworthy. The concentration will 

soften and open as the wine matures. Drink from 
2023. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Château Haut Perdrias 2018 Blaye Côtes de 
Bordeaux. This dense wine is packed with 

tannins, with ripe black fruits underneath. Heavy 
on the Merlot, it shows richness that will soften as 
the wine matures. Acidity and smokiness at the end 
suggest an ageworthy wine that will be ready from 
2023. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Château le Chay 2018 Cuvée Prestige (Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux). This wood-aged wine 

has spice and toast layers to support the rich black-
plum fruits. With its silky texture and juicy acidity, 
the wine has a sumptuous, generous feel. It will be 
ready from 2023. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Château Petit Boyer 2019 Prestige (Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux). With the addition of 

Malbec, this wine shows structure as well as the 
ripe black fruits of Merlot. It is fresh, acidity con-
trasting with the dense black fruits and spice at the 
end. The wine will be ready from 2023. W. Direct. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

89 Château Chamaille 2019 Blaye Côtes de 
Bordeaux. With good acidity balancing the 

black-currant flavors, this structured wine will age 
well. Ripe tannins give plenty of texture while never 
masking the generous fruits and perfumed after-
taste. Drink from 2023. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 Château le Chay 2019 Cuvée Tradition (Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux). The smooth texture of 

this wine is immediately enticing. With black-cur-
rant flavors and soft tannins, it is fruity and juicy, 
with layers of spice and final acidity. Drink the wine 
from 2022. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

88 Château Crusquet de Lagarcie 2016 Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux. This wine comes from a 

vintage that is just coming into its own. The rich-
ness and forward fruits have been tamed and given 
hints of maturity and secondary flavors. This is a 
wine to drink now, although it will age further and 
could be enjoyed from 2022. EU. Family Estates. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Château Crusquet de Lagarcie 2018 Blaye 
Côtes de Bordeaux. Young and earthy, this 

wine is dominated by black-currant fruits and solid 
tannins that will open. The solid structure shows 
well against the wine’s potential of fruitiness. Drink 
from 2023. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

SAINTE-FOY CÔTES  
DE BORDEAUX

90 Château Hostens-Picant 2016 Sainte-Foy 
Côtes de Bordeaux. Now mature, this wine 

is rich, smoky and concentrated. Bold tannins have 
integrated fully into the black fruits and generous 
texture. The wine is ready to drink. Marquee Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

89 Château Hostens-Picant 2015 Lucullus 
(Sainte-Foy Côtes de Bordeaux). Named 

after a Roman general and wealthy, luxury-loving 
patron of the arts, this wine is full, rich with choco-
late and spice flavors as well as solid black fruits. It 
is over-the-top in density and power, so needs to 
be approached with caution. Drink now. Marquee 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $70 

86 Château Hostens-Picant 2016 Grangeneuve 
(Sainte-Foy Côtes de Bordeaux). This ripe, 

mature wine is softly textured and totally ready to 
drink. Blackberry fruits have opened into spice and 
secondary flavors. Drink this generous wine now. 
Marquee Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

CADILLAC CÔTES DE  
BORDEAUX

92 Château Carignan 2017 Prima Merlot (Cadil-
lac Côtes de Bordeaux). The top wine from 

this estate, this is produced from selected parcels 
of Merlot. Although tannins are dense, the wine 
emphasizes fruit and structure. As it softens, the 
smoky character and rich texture will come out to 
give a luxurious wine. Drink from 2023. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

91 Château Lucques Bessan 2016 Cadillac Côtes 
de Bordeaux. This wine is rich in mature fruit 

flavors and great acidity. It is well balanced, poised 
between blackberry fruit and secondary flavors. 
From slopes above the Garonne river, the wine is 
ready to drink. Organic. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Château Sissan 2019 Grande Réserve (Cadillac 
Côtes de Bordeaux). This is a powerful, rich 

wine, densely textured with dark tannins. Equally 
rich fruits give the wine concentration, blackberry 
and licorice flavors and layers of spice from wood 
aging. The wine needs time, so drink from 2024. 
Wine Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

90 Château Léon 2018 Cadillac Côtes de Bor-
deaux. From an estate close to the edge of 

Bordeaux city, this wine is rich, packed with dark 
chocolate and licorice flavors. They meld into the 
black-plum ripeness and concentrated tannins to 
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give a big, dense wine. Drink from 2023. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

89 Château Carignan 2017 Cadillac Côtes de 
Bordeaux. From a lighter vintage, this wine 

has good balance between the black fruits and 
acidity. Although still bursting with young fruits, 
the wine will develop relatively quickly because of 
the gentle structure. Drink from 2022. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Château Grimont 2019 Cuvée Prestige 
(Cadillac Côtes de Bordeaux). This is a styl-

ish wine, ripe with black-currant fruits and with a 
structure that shows great potential. The blend of 
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon has spice alongside 
the tannins and fresher, juicy acidity at the end. 
Drink the wine from 2023. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Château Carignan 2018 L’Orangerie de Cari-
gnan (Cadillac Côtes de Bordeaux). Big, rich 

and chocolatey, this wine has black fruits encased in 
generous tannins. The wine is fully integrated and 
will develop quickly. Drink from 2023. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Château Léon 2018 La Ferme du Château 
Léon (Cadillac Côtes de Bordeaux). The 

second wine of Château Léon, this is ripe, soften-
ing well and full of blackberry fruits. The texture 
showcases delicious acidity and spice. Developing 
quickly, the wine will be ready from 2022. T. Elen-
teny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

85 Château Carignan 2019 L’Orangerie de Cari-
gnan Sans Soufre (Cadillac Côtes de Bor-

deaux). This wine is bottled without added sulfur, 
a fact that doesn’t help its fruit. Lack of sulfur has 
flattened the vivid black fruits and brought out 
acidity. The wine finishes with a crisp texture and 
light tannins. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

BORDEAUX SUPÉRIEUR

90 Château Canteloup 2019 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. This wine has good potential. Ripe 

tannins, dark chocolate, spice from wood aging 
and dense berry flavors give richness to go with the 
structure. It should be ready to drink from 2023. 
Misa Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Château Darmagnac 2019 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. From a vineyard in the Entre-deux-

Mers, this ripe wine is elegant, with layers of black 
fruits and smokiness. Well structured, it is likely 
to age well, bringing out tannins at the end. Drink 
from 2023. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Château Ferreyres 2016 Cuvée Bellevue 
(Bordeaux Supérieur). The producer has 

vines in one of the top villages of the Entre-deux-
Mers. This rich wine is now moving towards matu-
rity. Tannins and smoky wood flavors are softening 
into the bold black fruits and dark-chocolate fla-
vors. The wine should be ready from 2022. L & G 
Distributors. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Château La Rose du Pin 2019 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. Full and ripely textured, this 

wine conveys smoke and blackberry flavors. With 
tannins still in place, it does need some time, but its 
balance and richness are assured. Drink from 2022. 
La Ville Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Château Lagrave Paran 2018 Cœur de Cuvée 
(Bordeaux Supérieur). The richness of this 

vintage shows in the high alcohol, powerfully jammy 
black fruits and rich tannins. Dark-chocolate and 
black plum flavors come together. Drink the wine 
from 2023. EU. Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $16 

90 Château Tauzien 2019 Bordeaux Supérieur. 
This generous wine has a balanced struc-

ture and rich black fruits. With ripe blackberry fla-
vors, spice and a dense texture, the wine should age 
well and be ready from 2023. Wine Wine Situation. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Château Haut Gaudin 2019 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. This rich, spicy wine is full of black 

fruits as well as toasty flavors. It is young, with firm 
tannins still in place. The tannins will soften into 
the black currant-fruits and bright acidity. Drink 
the wine from 2022. Aquitaine Wine Company. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

89 Château La Roberterie 2017 Primus (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). For full review see page 

34. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Château Prieuré Marquet 2018 Merlot (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). Dating to the 15th cen-

tury, this estate has produced a luscious wine with 
ripe blackberry flavors. With solid tannins balanced 
against the serious concentration, the wine is set 
for aging. Drink from 2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Ballue Mondon 2019 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. Ripe black fruits come through 

strongly in this spicy wine. Generous Merlot is 
dominant, giving the wine richness and power. It 
needs several months more and will be ready from 
2022. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Château Bois de Rolland 2018 Vieilles Vignes 
(Bordeaux Supérieur). Rich and full of black 

fruits, this wine is developing a smooth texture 

that will make it ready to drink over the next few 
months. With juicy blackberry fruits and generous 
tannins, it should be ready from 2022. EU. Family 
Estates. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

88 Château Chapelle d’Aliénor 2018 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. Ripe black fruits and a full-bod-

ied texture give this ready-to-drink wine immedi-
acy. Lightly spiced, balancing blackberry fruits and 
acidity, the wine is delicious now. Vineyard Brands. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

88 Château des Romains 2018 Les Petits Ver-
dots (Bordeaux Supérieur). This is a rarity, 

a Bordeaux wine made entirely from Petit Verdot. 
Dark colored, typical of the grape, the wine is rich, 
dense with tannins and powerfully concentrated. 
Dusty tannins and dark fruits suggest aging poten-
tial. Drink from 2023. Banks Channel. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Ferreyres 2018 L’Eveil des Sens Mer-
lot (Bordeaux Supérieur). IThis 100% Mer-

lot is high in alcohol, resulting in a powerfully dense 
wine with huge black fruits and firm tannins. The 
wine certainly leaves an impression, although that 
can be too blatant for some. Drink from 2023. L & G 
Distributors. —R.V. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $35 

88 Château Freyneau 2016 Cuvée Traditionelle 
(Bordeaux Supérieur). Now mature, this 

rich wine is at its peak. With rounded black fruits 
and tannins just hinting at dryness and spice, the 
wine is generous, full bodied and ready to drink. 
Banks Channel. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Château Haut Claribès 2019 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. Rich, powerful and probably with 

too much alcohol, this wine is definitely not shy. 
Chocolate and licorice flavors go with the black-
plum richness. This densely concentrated wine will 
be ready from 2022. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

88 Château l’Ombrière 2019 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. A ripe, bold and spicy wine, this has 

good acidity along with light tannins. Although 
young and buoyant, the wine has developed well, 
giving richness and ripe black fruits. Drink from 
2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château l’Orangerie 2019 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. This estate in the rolling hills of central 

Entre-deux-Mers has produced a ripe, still-young 
wine that will develop attractively. Spice and ripe 
black fruits are already well delineated, offering 
crispness to balance the blackberry flavors. Drink 
from 2023. David Milligan Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château La Fleur Ribeyrolles 2019 La Fleur 
Ribeyrolles (Bordeaux Supérieur). A ripe, 
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smoothly textured wine, this shows generous, 
jammy Merlot and structure from the two Caber-
nets. With its light tannins and acidity, the wine 
could age, but it will certainly be ready from 2022. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

88 Château La Roberterie 2016 Selectus (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). Now mature, this is a 

smoothly textured wine. Ripe with blackberry fla-
vors as well as a dense texture, the wine has rich-
ness, generous spice and perfumed acidity. Drink 
now. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Château Lagrave Paran 2017 Cœur de Cuvée 
(Bordeaux Supérieur). The relative light-

ness of the vintage shows in the soft, maturing 
black-currant fruits in this wine. With oak aging 
smoothing the tannins and giving a final, juicy char-
acter, the wine is ready to drink. EU. Family Estates. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Château Larroque 2019 Bordeaux Supérieur. 
Well-balanced, almost equal proportions 

of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon give a ripe wine 
with generous blackberry fruits and soft tannins. 
This wine is developing quickly and should be ready 
from late 2021. BNP Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Vignobles Grandeau 2018 Le Babbler (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). This wine is fruity, with a 

light structure and layers of black-currant and spice 
flavors. The wine is ready to drink. Bowler. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Yvon Mau 2018 Premius La Réserve (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). With its rich black fruits 

and touch of pepper, this wine is made to drink 
young. It has a soft texture and generous structure. 
Drink this ripe, juicy wine now. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

87 Château La Roberterie 2017 Selectus (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). Lightly wood aged, this 

wine emphasizes black-currant fruits and ripe tan-
nins. Offering spice and supporting tannins, this 
rich, full wine is ready to drink. Château 1590 LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Château le Peuy Saincrit 2019 Bordeaux 
Supérieur. There is nothing shy about this 

wine. Its structure and richness verge on too much. 
Ripe Merlot dominates, bringing with it licorice as 
well as spice and pepper from the alcohol. The wine 
will take time, so drink from 2023. Advantage Inter-
national. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

87 Château Virecourt 2018 Pillebourse (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). Ripe and dense in line 

with the vintage, this is a smoky, black-fruited 
wine. Opulent Merlot shows richly, with hints of 

licorice as well as spice. The wine should be ready to 
drink from 2022. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Château Vrai Caillou 2019 Bordeaux Supéri-
eur. This light and fruity wine has soft 

tannins and attractive black-currant fruits. The 
freshness hints at smokiness. Drink from 2022. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Château Lajarre 2019 Bordeaux Supérieur. 
This ripe, perfumed wine has young, stalky 

fruitiness that needs to soften. The wine will be 
easy, rich but with pleasing black fruits and acidity. 
Drink from 2022. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

85 Château La Roberterie 2019 Classicus (Bor-
deaux Supérieur). This wine is all about 

black fruits and soft tannins. The open character 
and freshness mean it is ready to drink. Château 
1590 LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

84 Beau Bijou 2019 Bordeaux Supérieur. This 
lightly fruity, ripe wine has young black-

currant fruits plus tannins and acidity that will 
soften shortly. Drink from late 2021. Unusually, 
the wine tasted was bottled in Spain. State Wines 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

BORDEAUX

91 Château Nicot 2019 Bordeaux. This is a bal-
anced, smoky wine with bold tannins and 

black currant fruits already in harmony. From vines 
in the heart of the Entre-deux-Mers, it has an fine 
structure that will allow it to develop further. Drink 
from 2022. Aquitaine Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Château La Rose du Pin 2019 Bordeaux. 
Light stalkiness from the black-currant fla-

vors of this young wine promise well for the future. 
With ripeness and a good balance of acidity and tex-
ture, this attractive wine is likely to be ready from 
2022. La Ville Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château Bonnet 2018 Merlot-Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Bordeaux). This latest release is 

lightly structured, with spice and berry fruits. Tan-
nins and acidity keep the structure in place. The 
wine is ready to drink. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Chauvet 2016 Bordeaux. This 
estate in the eastern Entre-deux-Mers has 

produced a rich wine in this vintage. Its structure is 
still intact and fruits are still vibrant and rich. The 
wine could age further to bring out the ripeness. 
Drink from 2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Château Chillac 2019 Bordeaux. This wine 
has good balance between warm tannins 

and black-currant fruits with crisp acidity. Ripe 
with a light shake of pepper, the wine is ready to 
drink. Wine Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Château Daulibey 2019 Bordeaux. Ripe, gen-
erous fruit and soft tannins make this a very 

accessible wine. Juicy with ripe blackberry flavors, 
the wine is laced with touches of licorice and acid-
ity. Drink from 2022. Wine Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Château Dauzac 2019 D de Dauzac (Bor-
deaux). Softly textured and open, this 

blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot is made 
for early drinking. It is already balanced, light tan-
nins mingling with attractive blackberry fruits. This 
wine should be ready from 2022. Suitable for veg-
ans. Misa Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

88 Château Gory 2020 Bordeaux. This wine 
may be young, but its soft texture makes 

it already drinkable. Light tannins and juicy black-
currant fruits show well against a vivid backdrop of 
acidity. Drink from late 2021. Organic. Wine Wine 
Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Château Haut-Riot 2020 Bordeaux. This 
firm, structured wine distinguished by its 

Cabernet Sauvignon has potential. Black-currant 
fruits and solid tannins show in a young wine that 
needs to soften. Drink from 2022. Misa Imports. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Château la Rose de Vitrac 2019 Bordeaux. 
This generous wine is full of spicy Merlot 

and strong toasty flavors. Ripe black fruits and tan-
nins promise aging, so wait to drink until 2022. 
Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Redon 2019 Bordeaux. In this ripe, 
balanced wine, rich tannins show well 

against the blackberry fruits. A majority of Merlot 
gives a wine that has the potential for softness and 
a full, round aftertaste. Drink from 2022. BNP Dis-
tributing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Barton & Guestier 2019 Cuvée Rambaud 
(Bordeaux). Named after Germain Rambaud, 

18th-century cellar master for Thomas Barton, this 
spicy wine is full of blackberry fruits, with soft tan-
nins. It is made for early drinking. Suitable for veg-
ans. Barton & Guestier USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Château Briot 2019 Bordeaux. This smooth 
wine is ripe with blackberry fruits just hint-

ing at a young, stalky character. The tannins could 
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do with some softening and it will be best to wait 
until 2022. Europvin USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Château Chauvet 2015 Bordeaux. This wine 
from an estate in the Entre-deux-Mers is 

still firm, with dryness among the black-currant 
fruits. The question is whether the dryness will 
soften. If it does, the secondary flavors will blossom. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Château de Cappes 2018 Cuvée Cédric (Bor-
deaux). A densely textured wine with black-

fruit and dark-chocolate flavors, this is developing 
fast. Tannins are integrating with the black-plum 
flavors and generous tannins. Drink from 2022. EU. 
Family Estates. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

87 Château Ferreyres 2019 Bordeaux. With just 
a touch of structured Cabernet Franc added 

to the Merlot, this wine is full of black-currant 
fruits and succulent acidity. Offering plenty of 
potential, the wine will be ready from 2022. L & G 
Distributors. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

87 Château Haut Pasquet 2019 Bordeaux. Ripe, 
juicy and immediately attractive, this wine 

is open. Blackberry freshness is balanced by tannins 
that give it a youthful, dry texture. Drink the wine 
from 2022 when it will have softened. Aquitaine 
Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

87 Maison Raymond 2019 En Mémoire du Malbec 
(Bordeaux). With climate change, Malbec is 

enjoying a renaissance in Bordeaux where it can 
now ripen more regularly. This wine is a reminder 
of the rich fruits and dense structure obtained from 
the grape. With ripe blackberry fruits and tannins 
that are softening, the wine is ready to drink. Natu-
ral Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Vignobles Latorse 2020 Singulier Malbec 
(Bordeaux). Reflecting the renaissance of 

Malbec in Bordeaux, this wine shows its fruity, soft 
texture. Lively acidity and a perfumed character set 
off a wine that is bright, fresh and will be ready to 
drink from late 2021. Misa Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

86 Château Franc Couplet 2019 Privilège (Bor-
deaux). Spicy with youthful red fruits and 

vibrant acidity, this wine is fresh and perfumed. It is 
lightly structured, with just enough tannins to keep 
it together. The wine will develop quickly. Drink 
from 2022. Western Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

86 Château Gabaron 2020 Bordeaux. Young 
black fruits and plenty of spiciness give this 

balanced wine an attractive start in life. With fresh 

black-currant flavors and lively acidity, the wine 
will be ready from 2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

86 Château La Rose Saint Germain 2019 Bor-
deaux. Almost entirely Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, this wine has black-currant and spice flavors. 
With a stalky texture and youthful acidity, the wine, 
though still young and ageworthy, is ready to drink. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

86 Château le Bedat 2019 Bordeaux. Ripe, spicy 
and still young, this is a Merlot-dominated 

wine. Full of smoky flavors, blackberry fruits and a 
generous backdrop of acidity, the wine will be ready 
to drink from 2022. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

86 Kressmann 2020 Croix Saint-Martin (Bor-
deaux). Bold, young fruit dominates this 

fresh, lightly textured wine. Tannins and black-cur-
rant flavors are full of life and the wine will be ready 
to drink from 2022. Wine Source International. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

86 Kressmann 2019 Monopole (Bordeaux). 
A vibrant, black-fruit-flavored wine, this 

has spice, ripe tannins and juicy, perfumed acid-
ity. Already soft, it should be ready from late 2021. 
Wine Source International. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Vieux Château Lamothe 2020 Bordeaux. 
Fruity with spice and black-currant flavors, 

this open wine is developing quickly. Light tannins 
and acidity keep the wine poised and active. Drink 
now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Domaine Gonzague Maurice 2016 Clos du 
Pavillon (Puisseguin Saint-Émilion). Three 

parcels of vines form the basis for this rich wine. 
Despite its power, the wine shows restrained ele-
gance that sets the black fruits off against ripe tan-
nins. Acidity completes this balanced wine. Drink 
from 2023. Lanterna Distributors Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Château Haut Rozier 2019 Côtes de Bordeaux. 
Almost pure Merlot, this young and vibrant 

wine comes from a small appellation in the far east 
of Bordeaux. Ripe fruitiness is sustained by the core 
of dryness that is already beginning to soften. This 
fruity wine will be ready from 2023. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Château La Grange Clinet 2018 Réserve (Côtes 
de Bordeaux). With its rich and jammy black-

fruited Merlot, this wine, from a vineyard just out-
side the city of Bordeaux, is generous. Young, dense 
tannins complement the full, black fruits. Drink 

this balanced wine from 2023. Luneau USA Inc. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

91 Château La Pierrière 2019 Castillon Côtes de 
Bordeaux. This castellated chateau is home to 

the de Marcillac family. Structured and dense, this 
release has crisp acidity from the blackberry fruits. 
Structure and fruit are still developing and need 
time. Drink from 2024. Wine Source International. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

91 Château les Alberts 2018 Lussac Saint-Émil-
ion. This 24-acre property has produced 

a rich, Merlot-dominated wine. Big tannins and 
equally big black fruits are unashamedly rich. 
Backed by structure and pepper and licorice flavors, 
the wine needs some time. Drink from 2024. EU. 
Family Estates. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $16 

90 Château Fage 2019 Graves de Vayres. This 
young wine still shows plenty of wood-

aging flavors. But there is also ample ripeness, rich 
spice and black-currant fullness. As the wood inte-
grates over time, the attractive, structured wine will 
have balance. Drink from 2023. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Château Fourcas Dupré 2018 Château Bel-
levue Laffont (Listrac-Médoc). Under the 

ownership of Château Fourcas-Dupré, also in Lis-
trac, this 116-acre estate has produced a firmly tan-
nic wine. It currently shows some rough edges but 
the black fruits hold potential for balanced ripe-
ness. Drink this wine from 2023. Château Fourcas-
Dupré. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

BURGUNDY
WHITE WINES

CHABLIS

92 Albert Bichot 2019 Domaine Long-Depaquit 
Les Blanchots Grand Cru (Chablis). From 

Bichot’s Domaine Long-Depaquit, this wine is ripe 
with citrus and crisp apple. Textured and mineral, 
it has a good balance between weight, spicy richness 
and intense fruitiness. Drink from 2023. Albert 
Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $119 

92 Domaine Jolly & Fils 2019 Fourchaume 
L’Homme More Premier Cru (Chablis). The 

Jolly family’s small parcel of this premier cru vine-
yard has produced a rich wine. Freshness is sus-
tained and filled out by ripe apple and pear fruits 
and the tight minerality. The wine needs to age and 
should be at its best from 2022. Taub Family Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 
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90 Domaine Jolly & Fils 2019 Chablis. In this 
well-balanced wine, ripe fruits and a touch 

of butteriness combine with delicious acidity and 
minerality. This fresh wine is bright yet by its tex-
ture it could age. Drink now or from 2022. Taub 
Family Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

CÔTE DE BEAUNE

94 Domaine du Cellier Aux Moines 2018 Les 
Pucelles Premier Cru (Puligny-Montrachet). 

Old vines, planted in 1970 are the secret to this rich, 
powerful wine. Spice from wood aging underlines 
the baked apples, tight citrus and a texture that 
demands attention and aging. This wine has great 
potential. Drink from 2024. Misa Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $190 

93 Domaine du Cellier Aux Moines 2018 Les 
Chaumés Premier Cru (Chassagne-Mon-

trachet). Beautifully integrated wood and spice 
enhance the ripe apple flavors, intense acidity and 
richness of this textured wine. Still young and 
bursting with lusciousness, it will age well. Drink 
from 2023. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $165 

92 Albert Bichot 2019 Clos des Mouches Pre-
mier Cru (Beaune). Better known for its red 

wines, this premier cru vineyard also has a plot of 
Chardonnay. Ripe with yellow fruits and toastiness, 
this wine has a full-bodied character, juggling crisp 
acidity with generous fruitiness and texture. Drink 
the wine from 2022. Albert Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $199 

91 Albert Bichot 2019 Domaine du Pavil-
lon (Meursault). From the Bichot-owned 

Domaine du Pavillon, this wine is generous, with 
hints of honey as well as crisper citrus. Wood aging 
points up the richness. Drink this open, fruity and 
ageworthy wine from 2023. Albert Bichot USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $134 

91 Domaine du Cellier Aux Moines 2018 Beau-
regard Premier Cru (Santenay). This wine 

comes from a 0.6-acre parcel of one of the top San-
tenay vineyards. With its generous, warm charac-
ter, the wine is rich, the vanilla a reminder that it 
was wood aged. Baked apples and a mineral texture 
combine in a wine that will age further. Drink from 
2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $90 

90 Albert Bichot 2019 Santenay. This soft, 
smoothly textured wine is rich with spice, 

vanilla and creamed-apple and pear flavors. The 
wine is generous, warm in its structure and will be 
ready from 2022. Albert Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $79 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Albert Bichot 2019 Château Gris Les Terrasses 
(Nuits-St.-Georges). There are not many 

white wines from Nuits-St.-Georges, but this one 
is rounded, softly textured and full of yellow fruits. 
Cut with a citrus character, the fruits are sustained 
by the wood aging. Drink this rich wine from 2023. 
Albert Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $137 

91 Domaine du Cellier Aux Moines 2018 Les Mar-
gotons (Mercurey). Most Mercurey wine 

is red and this is a rare example of Chardonnay. 
Named after the owners’ daughter, the wine is fresh 
and creamy with crushed apples and balanced wood 
aging. The wine should be ready from 2022. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Domaine Sangouard-Guyot 2020 Terroirs 
(Pouilly-Fuissé). The estate wine from this 

producer, this encapsulates the two sides of Pouilly-
Fuissé: the minerality and the intense white fruits. 
The wine is textured although fruit dominates at 
this young stage. As the wine softens and opens, the 
texture will shine. Drink the wine from 2022. DHI 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

90 Domaine Sangouard-Guyot 2020 Authen-
tique (Pouilly-Fuissé). This wine is attrac-

tively textured, with a touch of spice to go with the 
steely edge. It is balanced, bringing together good 
acidity and ripe white-fruit flavors in an harmoni-
ous whole. Drink from 2022. DHI Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $57 

88 Albert Bichot 2019 Champ Renard (Bour-
gogne Aligoté). There is a seductive, creamy 

character to this light, bright and poised wine. It 
gives a ripe kiwi and citrus feel to balance the crisp 
acidity. The wine is ready to drink. Albert Bichot 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

88 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Chardonnay (Bour-
gogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits). This pro-

ducer based in Vougeot focuses on red wine, with 
this release an exception. Aged for a year in wood, 
it is perfumed, rich in creamed-apple flavors with 
just a touch of toast. It is well balanced, ripe with 
fresher touches of kiwi. Drink the wine from 2022. 
Taub Family Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $43 

88 Domaine Sangouard-Guyot 2020 En Pom-
mard (Saint-Véran). Ripe and lightly but-

tery, this wine has a good balance of apple fresh-
ness and more generous white stone fruits. A shot 
of acidity gives a tangy, zesty aftertaste. Drink from 
2022. DHI Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Paquet Montagnac 2020 L’Enclos du Châ-
teau de Senozan (Mâcon-Villages). Set on 

the edge of the wine region, this village is north of 
Mâcon and on the banks of the Saône river. With 
attractive, tangy apple and kiwi fruits, this wine is 
perfumed and just lightly textured, with a touch of 
vanilla at the end. Drink the wine from late 2021. 
Knows Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

87 Domaine Jolly & Fils 2019 Petit Chablis. The 
simple fruitiness makes this wine so attrac-

tive. Creamed-apple flavors are fresh, light and 
crisp. This is a wine to drink now. Taub Family 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

86 Paquet Montagnac 2020 Chardonnay (Bour-
gogne). This smoothly textured wine has a 

good balance between ripe apple flavors and shiny 
acidity. The wine is all fruit, light, vibrant and crisp 
at the end. Drink now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

BURGUNDY
RED WINES

VOSNE-ROMANÉE

94 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Les Beaux Monts 
Premier Cru (Vosne-Romanée). For full 

review see page 9. 
abv: 14% Price: $155 

93 Albert Bichot 2019 Domaine du Clos Frantin 
(Vosne-Romanée). A powerfully rich wine 

from vineyards owned by the Bichot family, this 
dense wine is packed with impressive tannins that 
are integrating and filling out. It will age well, so 
wait to drink until 2024. Albert Bichot USA. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $150 

NUITS-ST.-GEORGES

93 Albert Bichot 2019 Château Gris Premier Cru 
(Nuits-St.-Georges). From a small, wholly 

owned premier cru vineyard, this wine has a good 
contrast between the smooth red fruits and acid-
ity. The balance is held by touches of wood that are 
beginning to soften. Drink from 2025. Albert Bichot 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $155 

92 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Les Murgers Premier 
Cru (Nuits-St.-Georges). From a densely 

planted vineyard halfway up the slope, this wood-
aged wine has density, powerful tannins and the 
promise of rich fruitiness. This concentrated wine 
needs to age many years. Drink from 2025. Taub 
Family Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $155 
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OTHER CÔTE DE NUITS

95 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Grand Cru (Clos 
Saint-Denis). For full review see page 6. Cel-

lar Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $350 

93 Domaine Bertagna 2018 Clos de la Perrière 
Monopole Premier Cru (Vougeot). For full 

review see page 13. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $170 

92 Albert Bichot 2019 Clos de la Perrière Mono-
pole Premier Cru (Fixin). From a wholly 

owned, walled vineyard, this wine offers richness as 
well as good acidity in its red-cherry fruits. Backed 
by wood aging, the wine has density and a poise that 
will allow it to age well. Drink from 2024. Albert 
Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $119 

88 Domaine Bertagna 2019 Les Dames 
Huguettes Pinot Noir (Bourgogne Hautes 

Côtes de Nuits). From vines close to Nuits-Saint-
Georges, this wine is softly textured and already 
open. Rich cherry flavors are balanced by acidity 
and a background structure that promises aging. 
Drink the wine from 2022. Taub Family Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

POMMARD

94 Aubert Lefas 2018 Les Rugiens Premier Cru 
(Pommard). One of the best vineyards in 

Pommard, Rugiens has produced a classically struc-
tured, dense wine. Attractively perfumed and with 
spice, the dark tannins and dryness show a power-
ful side, enhanced in this rich year. Drink this wine 
from 2024. Misa Imports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $125 

94 Georges Glantenay 2019 Les Rugiens-Hauts 
Premier Cru (Pommard). This wine comes 

from the upper part of the Les Rugiens vineyard, the 
65-year-old vines giving a powerful structure and 
richness. Tannins show strongly at this stage, but 
the scene is set for a rich, dense wine vibrant with 
perfumed and ripe black fruits. Drink from 2025. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $175 

93 Aubert Lefas 2018 Les Argillières Premier Cru 
(Pommard). From a small, lesser-known 

premier cru, this wine has a soft texture for a Pom-
mard, hinting at the open character of Beaune to the 
north. Perfumed flavors come through black-cherry 
and spice flavors. The wine will age and be ready to 
drink from 2023. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $69 

92 Aubert Lefas 2018 Les Trois Follots (Pom-
mard). Richly structured, this young, per-

fumed wine is dense. Bold tannins vie with black-
cherry fruits and acidity in a medley of flavors. This 

is a wine for aging further. Drink from 2024. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

VOLNAY

94 Albert Bichot 2019 Les Santenots Premier 
Cru (Volnay). The inklings of the opulence 

of a fine Volnay are just beginning to show in this 
perfumed wine. Richness and spice add to the black 
fruits and youthful acidity in a complex wine that 
promises plenty of aging. Drink from 2025. Albert 
Bichot USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $137 

94 Georges Glantenay 2019 Les Brouillards 
Premier Cru (Volnay). From vines up to 80 

years in age, this wine has good structure and tan-
nins. These stand alongside the glorious fruits, rich 
black cherries and spice. This perfumed wine is 
ready to age. Drink from 2025. Misa Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $115 

94 Georges Glantenay 2019 Les Santenots 
Premier Cru (Volnay). From old vines, this 

structured wine has great concentration. The ten-
sion between the fruit and oak aging promises well 
for the future, giving the potential for richness and 
the velvet character that can come from this vine-
yard. Drink from 2024. Misa Imports. Cellar Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $105 

93 Georges Glantenay 2019 Le Ronceret Premier 
Cru (Volnay). While touches of oak aging 

show in this young wine, the delicious red cherry 
fruits are coming through loud and clear. Acidity 
and freshness bring out perfumes and a structure 
that will allow the wine to age. Drink from 2024. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $105 

93 Georges Glantenay 2018 Vieilles Vignes 
(Volnay). Old vines in this case means over 

60 years in age. With its richness and generosity, 
this wine has good concentration alongside ripe 
black-plum fruits. This richly endowed wine has 
the potential to age well. Drink from 2024. Misa 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $70 

90 Georges Glantenay 2019 Volnay. This Vol-
nay village wine is young, but it already 

has the richness that characterizes this appellation. 
Wood aged, ripe with cherry fruits and generous, 
the wine is well on the way to great drinkability. 
Just wait until 2022. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $63 

OTHER CÔTE DE BEAUNE

92 Albert Bichot 2019 Clos de l’Ermitage 
(Beaune). This property that lies above the 

run of Beaune Premier Cru vineyards has produced 

a full, ripe wine. Generous red-cherry and plum 
fruits are shot through with young, fresh acidity. 
Wood-aging flavors are judicious, discreet and soft-
ening. Drink from 2024. Albert Bichot USA. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $64 

CÔTE CHALONNAISE

92 Domaine du Cellier Aux Moines 2018 Clos 
du Cellier aux Moines Premier Cru (Givry). 

This wine comes from the walled home vineyard of 
this domaine. With its intense perfumes and dense 
texture, it is concentrated, structured and ready 
for aging. Dark plums and fresh acidity add more 
dimensions and complexity. Drink this wine from 
2024. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $88 

90 Albert Bichot 2019 En Pierre Milley (Mercu-
rey). With layers of intense fruits that are 

backed by the wood aging, this single-vineyard wine 
is full, ripe and already offers good potential. The 
wine’s perfumed character balances satisfyingly 
with the solid structure. Drink the wine from 2023. 
Albert Bichot USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $59 

OTHER FRANCE
JURA WHITE WINES

93 Domaine Rolet 2014 Expression du Terroir 
(Côtes du Jura). Aged partially for three 

years beneath a covering of yeast, this wine has a 
tangy character, intense acidity and a strongly salty 
flavor. The fruit flavors of the wine have been over-
taken by this complex array of old wood, spice and 
concentration. Drink the wine now. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

93 Domaine Rolet 2014 Tradition (Arbois). Long 
aging, both in wood and under a layer of 

yeast, has given this wine intensity. Old-wood fla-
vors and spice mingle with a strongly mineral, salty 
character. Freshness from tight acidity shows well 
against the texture and density. Drink now. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

93 Domaine Rolet 2012 Vin Jaune Savagnin 
(Arbois). The Jura’s unique contribution 

to the world of wine, this Vin Jaune has been aged 
under a yeast layer for six years. The resulting wine 
has a strong tangy character, intense acidity. old-
wood concentration and extraordinary richness. 
The wine is ready to drink. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $50/375 ml 

92 Domaine Rolet 2019 Ouillé Savagnin 
(Arbois). This grape, part of the Traminer 

family, is special to Jura. Here it produces a rich 
wine, packed with ripe spice, mango and peach 
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fruits. This opulence is balanced by intense miner-
ality, saltiness and a hint of yeast. The wine will be 
ready from 2022. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $33 

92 Domaine Rolet 2018 Chardonnay (L’Étoile). 
This is a ripe, yellow-fruit-flavored wine. 

Oak aging underlines the wine’s rich fruitiness 
and potential. It is generous now, but will see extra 
concentration in a few months. Drink from 2022. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Domaine Rolet 2018 Chardonnay (Arbois). 
This oak-aged wine is full of toastiness and 

rich white fruits, with a tight, mineral texture. The 
prominent oakiness needs to integrate further to 
give a wine that is rich as well as structured. Drink 
from 2022. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

JURA RED WINE

88 Domaine Rolet 2018 Tradition (Arbois). A 
light-colored red wine, this blends Poulsard 

and Trousseau with Pinot Noir, giving pepper and 
red-berry flavors. It’s still a little young, with the 
wine’s fruitiness still revealing itself but promis-
ing a soft texture and lots of red fruits. Drink from 
2022. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

LOIRE VALLEY WHITE WINES

89 Raimbault et Fils 2020 Sancerre. This soft 
and fruity wine brings out the tropical side 

of Sauvignon Blanc and is ready to drink. It has a 
warm, rich texture, supported by plenty of acidity. 
The wine is ready to drink. Kinson Wholesale. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

87 Raimbault et Fils 2020 Domaine du Pré 
Semelé (Sancerre). A rich style of Sancerre, 

this is ripe with apricot and spice. The wine is open, 
full in the mouth and densely textured. Immediately 
attractive, it is ready to drink. The Sorting Table. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

LOIRE VALLEY ROSÉS

90 Le Roi des Pierres 2020 Rosé (Sancerre). 
This small-production rosé made from 

Pinot Noir has richness along with a tight, steely 
character that brings elegance to the red-fruit fla-
vors. The ripe wine finishes with acidity and is 
ready to drink now. Cape Classics. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 Domaine les Pins 2020 L’Instant Rosé (Bour-
gueil). Lightly perfumed and spicy, this 

ripe, structured rosé comes from 100% Cabernet 
Franc. Its fresh feel contrasts with rich raspberry 
and citrus flavors that show brightly against the 

wine’s fullness. Drink now. T. Elenteny Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Domaine des Côtes Blanches 2020 Rosé 
(Sancerre). A full, ripe wine based on Pinot 

Noir, this is dense but preserves some freshness. 
Red-currant flavors sing against the backdrop of 
minerality and citrus. Drink the wine now. T. Elen-
teny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

88 Domaine de la Petite Roche 2020 Rosé de 
Loire. This dry style of Loire rosé empha-

sizes the ripe, crisp texture and raspberry fruiti-
ness. A strong line of minerality also brings hints of 
caramel and acidity. Drink this food-friendly wine 
now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Domaine François Millet 2020 Rosé 
(Sancerre). This wine is soft, rounded and 

very accessible. Richness is balanced by a line of 
lively acidity that gives just the right amount of 
fresh red-berry and lemon flavors. Drink now. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

MEDITERRANÉE WHITE WINES

92 Château la Coste 2019 Grand Vin Blanc 
(Mediterranée). This unusual blend of Ver-

mentino and Chardonnay is beautifully textured. 
Judicious wood aging adds spice and vanilla that 
contrast with the ripe apple flavors and consider-
able richness. The wine will be best from 2022. 
Organic. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

86 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2020 Pauline 
(Mediterranée). This blend of Colombard 

and Viognier combines distinct herbal flavors 
with touches of yellow fruits and plenty of spice. 
The lively, crisp wine will soften over the next 
few months. Drink from late 2021. Z Wine Gallery 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

MEDITERRANÉE ROSÉS

89 Belrose 2020 Rosé (Mediterranée). This 
piquant, peach-hued dry rosé highlights 

zesty nectarine, grapefruit and yellow-cherry flavors 
edged by a kick of dried herbs. A Grenache-domi-
nant wine augmented by an unusual combination of 
grapes like Merlot, Caladoc and Rolle (Vermentino), 
it’s a refreshing, light-bodied sip that’s perfect for 
summer and early autumn fare. Advantage Interna-
tional. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Marrenon 2020 Roséfine Rosé (Mediter-
ranée). Exuberant notes of white peach and 

orange blossoms perfume this freshly structured 
blend of Grenache, Syrah and Merlot. Light on its 

feet and concentrated with zippy raspberry and 
watermelon flavors, it’s a particularly refreshing 
aperitif or pool-side quaffer. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Domaine de la Bégude 2020 Cadet de la 
Bégude Rosé (Mediterranée). This fruity 

wine offers acidity and light, bright crispness, with 
hints of pepper. This blend contains some white 
varieties and is poised and stylishly ready to drink. 
Organic. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

88 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2020 Pauline Rosé 
(Mediterranée). Made from Niellucciu (aka 

Sangiovese), this crisp wine offers vibrant acidity 
and delicious freshness. The wine is lightly tex-
tured, packed with fruitiness and ready to drink. Z 
Wine Gallery Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Château de Berne 2020 Romance Rosé (Med-
iterranée). A touch of Merlot adds extra 

richness to this already ripe wine. Freshness con-
trasts with the sunny feel. The wine is fruity with 
red-berry flavors and ready to drink. Provence Rose 
Group. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

87 Château Miraval 2020 Studio by Miraval Rosé 
(Mediterranée). A new release from Miraval, 

this is bright with light red fruits and crisp acidity. 
The wine has a fresh feel, lightly textured and with 
touches of apple at the end. Drink now. Vineyard 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Chemin des Sables 2019 Rosé (Mediter-
ranée). Black currants and bramble perfume 

the nose of this Syrah-dominant blend augmented 
by 20% each of Grenache, Carignan and Cinsault. 
Salmon-pink in color, it’s a concentrated, vibrant 
dry rosé with a distinctly blackberried fruit profile 
accented by hints of burnt caramel and crushed 
peppercorns. Advantage International. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 Domaine Terre de Mistral 2020 Mireille Rosé 
(Mediterranée). This wine is all about aro-

matic fruit, with fresh acidity and tight, tangy 
crispness. Perfumed Muscat in the blend gives a 
charming, fragrant aftertaste. Drink now. Z Wine 
Gallery Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Brotte 2020 Père Anselme Eden Rosé (Medi-
terranée). The rare Caladoc grape makes 

a major appearance in this simple, fruity wine. Its 
bright acidity and crisp texture are eminently and 
immediately drinkable. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Château Astros 2020 Aventure Rosé (Medi-
terranée). This rich wine is a blend of five 

grapes including the rare Caladoc and Marselan. 
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The wine offers ripe red-currant and lemon flavors 
along with caramel and spice. This attractive wine 
is ready to drink. Wine Wine Situation. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

86 Château les Valentines 2020 Miss Valen-
tine Rosé (Mediterranée). This easy, fruity 

wine has a light texture and crisp, fresh red currant 
fruits. It is refreshing and totally ready to drink. 
Evaton, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Château Roubine 2020 R de Roubine Rosé 
(Mediterranée). Light and fresh, this is an 

easygoing, ready-to-drink wine. It is bright with 
red-berry acidity and a crisp aftertaste. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

86 Domaine de la Sanglière 2020 Juliette Rosé 
(Mediterranée). In this easygoing wine, 

youthful herbal flavors are just about to morph 
into fruitiness and lively, bright acidity. The wine 
is ready to drink. Tournesol Wine. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Figuière 2020 Rosé (Mediterranée). A new 
wine from this producer, this offers crisp, 

fresh fruit and attractive touches of spice and acid-
ity. The wine is ready to drink. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Floriography 2020 Rosé (Mediterranée). 
Simple, fruity and immediately attractive, 

this wine has citrus freshness plus a streak of pep-
per and spice. Drink this summery wine now. Banks 
Channel. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

85 Obvious 2020 No. 06 Simply Rosé (Medi-
terranée). A soft wine, dry but with gentle 

strawberry flavors, this is open and totally ready to 
drink. The finish brings out a lively, crisp tang and 
orange-zest flavors. Obvious Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

85 Yssole 2020 Jolies Filles Liberty Rosé (Medi-
terranée). A fresh array of crisply textured 

red fruits and acidity give this wine an attractively 
vibrant character. With its red-currant aftertaste, 
the wine is ready to drink. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

84 Famille Sumeire 2020 M by Famille Sumeire 
Rosé (Mediterranée). This blend includes 

white grapes to give lightness. The wine is soft and 
gently fruity, with an easy, open character. It offers 
red fruits, acidity and a fresh texture. Drink now. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

84 Les Vignobles Gueissard 2020 Le Petit G. 
Rosé (Mediterranée). Softly textured, this 

wine has balanced acidity and red-currant fruits. 
With an herbal edge and bright aftertaste, the wine 
is ready to drink. Winebow. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

84 Yssole 2020 Jolies Filles Classique Rosé 
(Mediterranée). Candied red fruits and 

acidity are light and bright in this wine. Fresh and 
crisp, it is totally ready to drink. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

MEDITERRANÉE RED WINES

90 Domaine de la Bégude 2020 Cadet de la 
Bégude (Mediterranée). This is like a sec-

ond wine for the estate. A generous wine, it is ripe 
with black fruits that are sustained by tannins 
and fragrant aromas. It has warmth, density and 
an evocative, herbal aftertaste. Drink from 2022. 
Organic. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

90 Domaine de la Bégude 2020 Thyrsus 
Mourvèdre (Mediterranée). Aged in ampho-

rae for six months, this bright, vital wine was bot-
tled without added sulfur. Its stalky character needs 
a few months to soften and bring out the ripe black-
currant fruits and spice. Drink this intriguing wine 
from 2022. Organic. Kysela Père et Fils. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $37 

CORSICA ROSÉS

90 Domaine Petroni 2020 Rosé (Corse). With 
flavors from the wild herbs of the island’s 

mountain countryside, this wine is exotic and per-
fumed. Its acidity and tight texture add to the deli-
cious flavors, giving the wine a great lift at the end. 
Drink now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Union de Vignerons de l’Île de Beauté 2020 
Domaine Santa Giulietta Rosé (Corse). A 

ripe and fruity wine, this has a soft, open texture. 
It demands to be drunk now, with its fresh line of 
acidity and bright, crisp aftertaste. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Union de Vignerons de l’Île de Beauté 2020 
Domaine Vetriccie Rosé (Corse). This crisp, 

bright wine has a cool, fresh feel. The red fruits pair 
well with lively acidity and a touch of minerality. 
Drink this tangy, refreshing wine now. T. Elenteny 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

86 Union de Vignerons de l’Île de Beauté 2020 
Terra Santa Rosé (Ile de Beauté). Fresh and 

fruity but with some weight and density, this rosé 
from Sciaccarellu is ripe with red-berry fruits and 
warm acidity. Drink this rich wine now. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

85 Union de Vignerons de l’Île de Beauté 2020 
Domaine Vetriccie Rosé (Ile de Beauté). This 

spicy wine has rich acidity coupled with dense red-

currant flavors. It is crisp, fruity and ready to drink. 
T. Elenteny Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

VIN DE FRANCE WHITE WINES

88 VIgnobles Ducourt 2019 Metissage Blanc 
Sauvignac (Vin de France). This wine comes 

from a grape created in Switzerland that’s a cross 
between Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling and a wild vari-
ety. The wine has a herbal character, fruity with 
citrus and with a lively, bright acidity. It may be 
experimental as a grape, but as a wine it is fresh and 
delicious. BNP Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

83 Paquet Montagnac 2020 Les Allées de Seno-
zan Chardonnay (Vin de France). This soft, 

rounded wine has light flavors and an equally light 
texture. It conveys ripe apple and gentle acidity. 
Drink this wine now. Knows Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

VIN DE FRANCE ROSÉS

89 Sainte Béatrice 2020 Cuvée des Princes Rosé 
(Vin de France). All about crisp fruits, this 

wine is light, bright and immediately drinkable. The 
red fruits have lively freshness. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 French Pool Toy 2020 Rosé (Vin de France). 
Set in a plastic bottle, very suitable pool-

side, this wine is light, bright and softly textured. 
The Pinot Noir in the blend with Grenache gives 
ripeness while acidity keeps everything fresh. Drink 
now. T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

86 Mirabeau en Provence 2020 Belle Année 
Rosé (Vin de France). This wine is all fruit, 

with bright red-berry and red-currant flavors. It is 
crisp while also warm and juicily fresh. Drink the 
wine now. Suitable for vegans. Massanois Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 VIgnobles Ducourt 2020 Le Chant des 
Sirènes Gris de Sauvignon Rosé (Vin de 

France). Produced from Sauvignon Gris, a type of 
Sauvignon with a pigmented pink skin, this fruity, 
perfumed wine has attractive spice and peppered 
apple flavors. Drink the wine now. Europvin USA. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

VIN DE FRANCE RED WINES

90 Château Grand Boise 2017 Liberté Chérie 
Syrah (Vin de France). Partially aged in 

amphorae, this wine is richly dense and complex. 
An earthy edge gives the wine richness and a dis-
tinctive concentration. Still perfumed with acidity, 
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the wine is ready to drink. Organic. Soilair Selec-
tion. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $77 

88 VIgnobles Ducourt 2019 Metissage Rouge 
Cabernet Jura (Vin de France). Produced 

from a disease-resistant hybrid grape that origi-
nated in Switzerland, this wine is light. Aromatic 
and with red-cherry fruitiness, it has a juicy charac-
ter. This softly textured wine is ready to drink. BNP 
Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

86 Maison Raymond 2019 Nos Racines Mer-
lot (Vin de France). A pure Merlot from 

a producer based in the Entre-deux-Mers region 
of Bordeaux, this is ripe, fruity and full of stalky, 
black-currant fruits. The wine has a touch of spice 
at the end and is ready to drink. Suitable for vegans. 
Organic. Natural Merchants, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

83 Paquet Montagnac 2020 Les Allées de Seno-
zan Pinot Noir (Vin de France). This wine 

has strawberry fruits alongside a stalky edge. With 
warmth and a light texture, the wine is simple, 
fruity and ready to drink. Knows Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

SPARKLING WINES

90 Domaine Rolet NV Blanc Brut (Crémant 
de Jura). Apart from the Chardonnay and 

Pinot Noir in this blend, everything else is uniquely 
Jurassien. This Crémant has touches of yeastiness 
and tight, tangy acidity along with orange-blossom 
fragrance. It is ready to drink. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

89 Château la Coste NV La Bulle de La Coste 
Extra Brut (Vin Mousseux). This fresh blend 

of Grenache and Cinsault bubbles away with bright 
acidity and a lightly peppered texture. Packed with 
red-currant fruitiness, it has a lively aftertaste. 
Drink the wine now. Organic. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Lingot Martin NV Cuvée Suzanne Pet-Nat 
Gamay (Vin de France). Apples and sweet 

pears show strongly in this wine. It has a fresh feel 
from the lively acidity reflected in the pale, rosé 
color. It’s a summer wine, ready to drink now. MROI 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $20 

88 Lingot Martin NV Intense Cru Cerdon Gamay 
(Bugey). This red sparkling wine is made 

from what is called the ancestral method, with a 
single fermentation in the bottle. It is sweet and 
fruity, with touches of tannin from the grape skins. 
Acidity and crispness save it from being cloying, 
leaving a bright wine that is ready to drink. MROI 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $28 

87 Perle de Lune NV Brut Rosé (Mediterranée). 
Soft and fruity, this is a lightly off-dry blend 

of Syrah and Grenache. With the creamy texture 
and bright acidity, the red-fruit flavors shine. Drink 
now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

87 Lingot Martin NV Cuvée Marie-Louise Pet Nat 
Gamay (Vin de France). This sparkling wine 

is medium sweet and fresh, with citrus as well as 
wild-strawberry flavors. The wine’s lift is reflected 
in acidity that balances the sweetness. Drink now. 
MROI LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $20 

86 Lingot Martin NV Gueule de Gamay (Vin de 
France). Slightly dusty in character and 

showing some structure, this dry wine is crisp and 
has some bitterness. This suggests that the wine 
needs a few months to bring out its natural fruiti-
ness. Drink from 2022. New Wave Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

84 Soir de Paris NV Blanc de Blancs Brut Vin 
Mousseux de Qualité (France). Soft and 

rounded with acidity and apple flavors, this is a 
simple wine. A bitter edge spoils the fruity charac-
ter. Drink now. Wein Bauer Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

OTHER ROSÉS

88 Cellier des Chartreux 2020 La Nuit Tous Les 
Chats Sont Gris Rosé (Gard). All cats are grey 

in the dark, says the label of this thirst quenching 
critter rosé. Ballet-slipper pink in hue, it’s a zesty, 
light-footed Grenache marked by crisp gooseberry 
and tart raspberry flavors along with a lingering 
streak of grassy herbs on the finish. It’s best enjoyed 
young. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

87 Domaine Gueguen 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé 
(Bourgogne). This producer based in Cha-

blis has produced a crisp, fresh wine with citrus 
and caramel flavors. Textured and mineral, the wine 
has a zesty edge. It is ready to drink. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

87 Philippe Viallet 2020 Rosé (Vin de Savoie). 
Made from Gamay, this wine is lively with 

clean, red-currant flavors. Bright acidity gives 
vivacity to the fruit-forward wine. Drink now. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

PORTUGAL
WHITE WINES

MINHO

93 Quinta do Ameal 2017 Escolha (Minho). Aged 
in wood for six months, this wine shows a 

rich, elegant side of Loureiro and proof that it can 
handle wood aging. With its fine balance between 
crispness and more rounded richness, the wine 
is very fine; it’s ready to drink now. Now Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

90 Aveleda 2020 Alvarinho (Minho). For full 
review see page 35. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Quinta da Raza 2020 Alvarinho (Minho). 
This ripe, creamed apple- and spice-fla-

vored wine comes from the southern part of Vinho 
Verde. Its freshness and crisp acidity are balanced 
by the wine’s concentration and final richness. 
Drink now. OZ Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

VINHO VERDE

94 Anselmo Mendes 2018 Parcela Unica (Vinho 
Verde). This producer broke the rule that 

Vinho Verde should not be wood aged by launching 
wines like this. From a single parcel, the wine is rich 
and smoothly textured, with spice and a dense char-
acter that will allow the wine to age. Grape2Glass. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

93 Anselmo Mendes 2020 Contacto Alvarinho 
(Vinho Verde). Born and based in the 

Minho Valley, the Alvarinho is the native grape for 
Anselmo Mendes. This wine, made with skin con-
tact, brings out a rich, textured side to the grape. It 
is ripe, dense and full of rich citrus flavors. Drink 
from 2022. Grape2Glass. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

93 Anselmo Mendes 2019 Muros de Melgaço 
(Vinho Verde). Out of what seems like the 

tallest bottle in the world comes this ripe wood-
aged wine. The wood does reduce the crisp acidity 
of Alvarinho but it flatters its riper side. Pineapple 
and citrus flavors are in fine harmony with spice 
and texture in this wine, now ready to drink. Grape-
2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Quinta da Raza 2020 Grande Escolha 
Alvarinho-Trajadura (Vinho Verde). For full 

review see page 32. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Quinta da Raza 2020 Dom Diogo Colheita 
Seleccionada Arinto (Vinho Verde). This 

full, fruity wine is ripe with pear and kiwi flavors. 
Spice and touches of pepper add complexity to a 
wine that has fine concentration. Everything is 
resolved at the end with a final burst of citrus acid-
ity. Drink now. Regal Wine Imports Inc. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Anselmo Mendes 2020 Pássaros Escolha 
(Vinho Verde). A change of venue for 
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Anselmo Mendes, coming south across the moun-
tains from the Minho and into the Lima Valley, this 
wine is a fine example of the Loureiro grape. With 
its creamy character, perfumed fruitiness and lively 
lemon aftertaste, the wine is finely balanced and 
ready to drink. Grape2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

88 Anselmo Mendes 2020 Muros Antigos 
Escolha (Vinho Verde). The three main 

grapes of Vinho Verde, Alvarinho, Loureiro and 
Avesso have been brought together into a wine that 
expresses all the crisp fruitiness and mineral tex-
ture of the region. It’s a bright, lively wine that is 
ready to drink. Grape2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 J. Portugal Ramos 2020 Loureiro (Vinho 
Verde). For full review see page 37. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

88 Wines & Winemakers 2019 Maria Papoila 
Escolha (Vinho Verde). A ripe blend of Lou-

reiro and Alvarinho has produced a rich, tangy wine. 
The mineral texture and tight acidity give the wine 
freshness and a fine bite. Drink now. C & P Wines, 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $18 

87 Herdade do Esporão 2020 Bico Amarelo 
(Vinho Verde). This is in a ripe style, full of 

green fruits and tense citrus. At the same time, the 
wine shows a lively freshness that is tangy and full 
of crisp acidity. Drink this attractive light-alcohol 
wine now. Now Wine Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

86 Quinta da Raza 2020 Dom Diogo Colheita 
Seleccionada (Vinho Verde). The Azal grape 

is grown mainly in the southern Vinho Verde region. 
This ripe, fruity wine with a fine light prickle on the 
tongue is lively, full of apple and citrus fruits and 
ready to drink. Free Run Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Quinta da Raza 2020 Raza Branco Escolha 
(Vinho Verde). A young, bright and fruity 

wine, this is softly textured with a light prickle on 
the tongue. Its crisp citrus is as fresh as possible, 
the wine lively and refreshing for the summer. Regal 
Wine Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $11 

DOURO

90 Fiuza 2019 Ferro da Ferradosa (Douro). The 
result of a new Douro-based venture for 

this producer, this wine brings together five local 
white grapes in a soft, rich wine that has a strong 
mineral edge. That contrasts with the ripe pear and 
tight citrus fruits in a wine that is both fruity and 
textured. Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Muxagat 2018 Branco (Douro). Fermented 
in both wood and tanks, this is a fine wine 

that is now ready to drink. Its fresh kiwi and apple 
flavors are streaked with tight acidity that keeps the 
wine fresh. Drink now. JD Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

90 Quinta da Foz 2019 Foz Branco (Douro). Fer-
mented and aged in wood, this wine comes 

from old vines in the Foz Vineyard. It has richness 
as well as plenty of spice that complements the 
wine’s white fruits, pears and apples. The cut of 
acidity at the end gives the wine a fine, crisp lift. 
Drink from late 2021. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

87 Duorum 2020 Tons de Duorum (Douro). Five 
grapes go into this blend with the Moscatel 

adding spice and a fine perfume to the crisp, green 
and citrus fruit flavors. It is fruity and fresh and has 
a fine tangy aftertaste. Drink now. Winebow. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Quinta dos Murças 2020 Assobio Branco 
(Douro). Softly textured with ripe creamed 

apple flavors, the wine is packed with white fruits. 
The minerality gives a steely edge to the wine that 
balances the fruitiness. Drink now. Now Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

TEJO

90 Fiuza 2019 Verdelho (Tejo). A new release 
from this producer, the wine has a distinc-

tive perfumed character that shows richly against 
the melon and fresh citrus flavors. The wine is deli-
ciously attractive and ready to drink now. Votto 
Vines Importing. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Fiuza 2020 Oceanus Alvarinho (Tejo). Tight 
citrus and crisp acidity characterize this 

fresh and fruity wine. It has a pure line in green 
fruits and citrus that culminate in a bright finish. 
Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Fiuza 2020 Alvarinho (Tejo). This is warm-
climate Alvarinho. Creamed fruits are given 

a tropical twist of pineapple and kiwi flavors that 
contrast with the bright acidity to finish. Drink 
now. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Fiuza 2020 Oceanus (Tejo). A bright, crisp 
and refreshing wine, this is fruity, clean 

and ready to drink. Lemon and bright acidity are 
lifted further by a zesty character of apple skins and 
squeezed orange. Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

87 Fiuza 2020 Pop Galo (Tejo). A perfumed 
blend, the wine has bright acidity and a 

lovely line of fresh apple and citrus flavors. It is 
totally ready to drink. Votto Vines Importing. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

86 Fiuza 2020 3 Castas (Tejo). Arinto and 
Fernão Pires have joined Chardonnay in this 

light, fruity wine. Its crispness is mitigated by the 
wine’s apple and smooth pear flavors. Drink now. 
Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Wines & Winemakers 2019 Companhia das 
Lezirias Herdade de Catapereiro Escolha 

(Tejo). Aged on its lees for greater richness, this 
wine has crisp apple fruits. Its fine acidity cuts 
through the bright texture and adds zestiness at the 
end. Drink now. Wine Without Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Manzwine 2019 Dona Fátima (Lisboa). The 
Jampal grape, rescued from near-extinction 

by Brazilian soccer player turned winemaker André 
Manz, is found in the village of Cheleiros near Lis-
bon. In this wood-aged wine, it reveals spice, tight 
acidity with a pure lemon juice freshness and the 
ability to age. Drink now, but the wine will be better 
from 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

90 Quinta do Perdigão 2019 Encruzado (Dão). 
Wood aging and Encruzado go so well 

together as in this wine. With hints of toastiness 
along with creamed apple and light spice, the wine 
is fresh and crisp while also have richness. Drink 
from 2022. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Aveleda 2019 Villa Alvor Domus (Algarve). 
For full review see page 28. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

85 Aveleda 2019 Villa Alvor Sauvignon Blanc 
(Algarve). An herbal wine, crisp and with 

green asparagus and citrus flavors, this is bright and 
tightly textured. It is lively, fresh and ready to drink. 
Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

85 Wines & Winemakers 2020 Dona Helena 
(Península de Setúbal). The touch of per-

fumed Moscatel in this blend adds the flavor of 
lychee to the wine’s bright texture. Along with lime 
acidity, the wine is balanced and ready to drink. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

83 Wines & Winemakers 2020 Casa Ermel-
inda Freitas Monte da Baía (Península de 

Setúbal). A simple, fruity wine that has plenty of 
fresh acidity, lemon fruitiness and a bright after-
taste. Drink this crisp wine now. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 
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ROSÉS

87 Aveleda 2019 Villa Alvor Rosé (Algarve). 
From the far south of Portugal, this pale rosé 

wine is made from the Moscatel Roxo grape. It pro-
duces a wine that is both fresh and perfumed, bright 
with acidity and crisp with red currants. The wine 
is ready to drink. Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

85 Wines & Winemakers 2020 Azul Portugal 
Rosé (Península de Setúbal). This comes 

from Castelão, the local red grape of the Setúbal 
Peninsula, located south of Lisbon. The wine has 
fresh red fruits, lined with a touch of caramel. 
Smoothly textured, it’s ready to drink. Asgram LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

84 Quinta do Perdigão 2018 Rosé (Dão). This is 
a dark orange-pink rosé. It has richness and 

weight and a touch of oxidation, which explain the 
color. The acidity has softened with maturity. Drink 
now. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Duorum 2020 Tons de Duorum Rosé (Douro). 
Bright, crisp and fresh, this red currant- 

and lime-flavored wine is light and lively. With its 
refreshing acidity, the wine is vivacious and ready to 
drink. Winebow. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

84 Wines & Winemakers 2020 Dona Helena 
Rosé (Península de Setúbal). A soft, cara-

mel- and red berry-flavored wine, this is attrac-
tively fruity. Its light acidity and rounded aftertaste 
finish the wine gently. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

85 Quinta da Raza 2020 Dom Diogo Colheita 
Seleccionada Rosé (Vinho Verde). Off-dry, 

this crisp wine from the Padeiro grape has a light 
sparkle and a prickle on the tongue. Red fruits and a 
touch of tannin give the wine both fruit and texture. 
Drink now. OZ Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

PORTUGAL
RED WINES

DOURO

96 Quinta da Foz 2018 Grande Reserva (Douro). 
A field blend from old vines high up in this 

steep, terraced vineyard has produced this magnifi-
cent wine. It has weight and great aging potential. 
The solid black fruits, dark chocolate richness and 
superbly ripe tannins are given the essential fresh-
ness by the acidity at the end. Drink from 2026. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

94 Quinta da Foz 2018 Reserva (Douro). 
Selected grapes foot-trodden in stone lagars 

are the source of this wood-aged wine. It is finely 
perfumed, with its dense structure showing an 
impressive range of black fruit flavors. The wine’s 
concentration and the tannins from the Touriga 
Nacional that dominates the blend all promise some 
serious aging. Drink from 2025. MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

94 Wines & Winemakers 2016 Quinta do Bronze 
Vinha do Plagão (Douro). This single-vine-

yard wine comes from the Pinhão Valley, home to 
some of the top Douro vineyards. With its powered 
tannins and massive fruits, it is superbly rich and 
concentrated. This is a wine that still needs aging, 
with black fruits still bursting with energy and tan-
nins. Drink from 2023. C & P Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $220 

92 Quinta da Foz 2018 Douro. The latest release 
from this estate situated at the mouth (Foz) 

of the Pinhão River, this is structured and firm, dark 
in young tannins and packed with solid black fruits. 
It is a wine powered by the dense texture that will 
allow it to age well. Drink from 2023. MHW, Ltd. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Quinta do Portal 2019 Mural Reserva (Douro). 
For full review see page 35. Best Buy. 

abv: 14% Price: $15 

92 Wines & Winemakers 2018 Andreza Reserva 
(Douro). Touriga Franca plays a leading role 

in this rich, wood-aged blend of Douro grapes. It has 
the structure typical of the region along with dense 
black fruits that are laced with fruity acidity. The 
wine will be ready from 2022. Wine Without Bor-
ders. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

92 Wines & Winemakers 2017 Andreza Altitude 
(Douro). Aged for 12 months in wood, this 

rich wine is now approaching maturity. Its black 
fruits, dark chocolate and spice flavors have come 
together in a dense texture, with structured tannins 
that have opened up. The wine finishes with judi-
cious freshness. Drink from 2022. Wine Without 
Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Fiuza 2019 Ferro da Ferradosa (Douro). This 
wine, from the Douro Superior vineyard of 

the same name, is rich and dense, with a fine bal-
ance between ripe tannins and concentrated min-
eral-driven texture. Black plum fruits shine in this 
juicy wine that deserves to age. Drink from 2022. 
Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

91 Manzwine 2015 Manz (Douro). A ripe, lus-
cious wine, now mature, this is full of black 

fruits and rich, soft tannins. With its blackberry 
flavors now calmed and showing secondary flavors, 
this rich, concentrated wine is ready to drink. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Muxagat 2016 Douro. The wine, with its 
earthy overtones, has mature fruits along 

with dry tannins. Acidity, spice and reminders of 
the black fruits of the wine’s youth come together 
in a wine that is ready to drink. JD Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Muxagat 2018 Tinta Barroca (Douro). One 
of the less well-known Douro grapes makes 

a fresh wine with red fruit and generous tannins 
that support a juicy aftertaste. Drink from 2022. JD 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

DÃO

93 Quinta do Perdigão 2013 Touriga Nacional 
(Dão). Richly perfumed from wood aging 

and mature grapes, this wine is powerful with its 
dry core and hints of blackberry fruits. Part of a 
series of single-varietal wines, it is still impres-
sively young, needing some more time to fully 
mature. Drink from 2022. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Wines & Winemakers 2018 Insurgente Pre-
mium (Dão). From grapes in a vineyard at 

an elevation of 1,200 feet, this wine is a power-
ful, mineral-driven blend of Touriga Nacional and 
Alfrocheiro. With its dense tannins and youthful 
black plum and licorice flavors, this richly impres-
sive wine needs further aging. Drink from 2023. C & 
P Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

92 Quinta do Perdigão 2013 Dão. With domi-
nant Touriga Nacional, this wine has great 

richness, still with some tannins and also showing 
powerful ripe black fruits that deserve more time. 
This is a complex wine, likely to be at its best from 
2022. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Quinta do Perdigão 2013 Alfrocheiro (Dão). 
Aged for a year in wood and now with fine, 

structured maturity, this is a rich red wine. One of 
a series of single-variety wines from this producer, 
this fine wine has density and full secondary flavors. 
Drink now. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Quinta do Perdigão 2013 Jaen (Dão). Now 
mature, this wine has lost its rustic edge and 

developed a fine juicy acidity and a leathery texture 
of rich tannins. With its spicy aftertaste, the wine is 
certainly ready to drink. NLC Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

TEJO

93 Wines & Winemakers 2017 Companhia das 
Lezirias Tyto Alba (Tejo). The wine comes 

from a nature reserve in the north of the Tejo region. 
It is an impressive blend of rich black fruits: Touriga 
Nacional, Touriga Franca and Alicante Bouschet. 
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That’s a powerful combination, with tannins and 
perfumed fruits acting in harmony. Drink this fine 
wine from 2023. C & P Wines, LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

91 Wines & Winemakers 2019 Companhia das 
Lezirias Herdade de Catapereiro Escolha 

(Tejo). Rich black fruits and some firm tannins mark 
this single-vineyard wine as one with fine potential. 
Its juicy acidity and black currant fruits are bal-
anced by the dry core that will assure the wine ages. 
Drink from 2023. Wine Without Borders. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

88 Fiuza 2020 3 Castas (Tejo). The three 
grapes (castas) in question are Touriga 

Nacional, Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon. Together 
this meeting of Portugal and France yields a fruity, 
soft and juicy wine. Black fruits and light tannins 
are enhanced by fruitiness and a crisp aftertaste. 
Drink from late 2021. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Fiuza 2020 Pop Galo (Tejo). A finely bal-
anced, young wine but one that is already 

very drinkable. Its soft texture and ripe tannins 
assure an open character. That is supported by 
the wine’s generous black fruits. Drink now. Votto 
Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Fiuza 2020 Oceanus (Tejo). A wine with 
some firm tannins that support the black-

berry fruits, this is ripe and balanced. A blend of 
juicy fruits and a peppery texture are very much at 
ease together. Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. 
—R.V. 
abv: 86% Price: $15 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Manzwine 2018 Contador de Estórias 
(Península de Setúbal). Partially wood 

aged, this dark-hued wine has layers of young tan-
nins and vivid black fruits. The richness of this 
blend of Shiraz, Touriga Nacional and Petit Verdot 
needs some aging. Drink from 2023. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

88 Anselmo Mendes 2018 Pardusco Escolha 
(Vinho Verde). While it is light in color and 

weight, this wine is far from red Vinho Verde. With 
its smooth texture and attractive red berry fruits, it 
is fresh and open, fruity and refreshingly ready to 
drink. Grape2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

88 Aveleda 2019 Villa Alvor (Algarve). The 
Tinta Negra Mole grape, normally found on 

the island of Madeira, here makes a pale red wine. 
Soft in tannins and with a touch of smokiness, it 
is a delicate wine. Attractive red fruits and gentle 
texture assure that it is ready to drink. Aveleda Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Manzwine 2016 Pomar do Espírito Cheleiros 
(Lisboa). Ripe fruits that still have a juicy 

black currant freshness yield a sip that has a fine 
balance between maturity and the wine’s firm 
structure. It could do with some further aging, so 
wait until 2022. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Wines & Winemakers 2020 Casa Ermelinda 
Freitas Monte de Baía Reserva (Península de 

Setúbal). A buoyant, bright red fruit-flavored wine, 
this has fresh acidity and light tannins. With its red 
berry tastes and the soft texture, the wine will be 
ready soon. Drink from 2022. MHW, Ltd. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Quinta São Sebastião 2019 Syrah-Tinta 
Roriz (Lisboa). Structured and ripe, this 

wine has tannins that are already mature, produc-
ing a wine that is satisfyingly ready to drink. Its 
softness and rounded black fruits finish on a high of 
acidity. Drink now. Wein Bauer Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

SPAIN
WHITE WINES

RÍAS BAIXAS

90 Palacio de Fefiñanes 2019 de Fefiñanes 
Albariño (Rías Baixas). Briny apple aromas 

come with a dusty note, while this is both juicy and 
full on the palate, with lime-like acidity. Flavors of 
lime, green melon, apple and sea salt are appeal-
ing. On the finish, this feels lively and acidic, with a 
note of green herbs. Drink now. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

88 Nora 2019 Albariño (Rías Baixas). Peach and 
tropical-fruit aromas set up a medium-bod-

ied palate that benefits from citric acidity. This is a 
fresh, somewhat raw Albariño, with overriding cit-
rusy flavors and salty notes. There’s nothing flashy 
here. Just expect the wine to cover the bases. Aviva 
Vino. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

85 Condes de Albarei 2019 Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). Dusty white-fruit aromas are 

generic, while this wine feels citrusy and a bit raw. 
Apple and citrus flavors are lean and quick. A light 
echo of citrus drives a short finish. Cordelina Wine 
Company. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

84 Adegas Tollodouro 2019 Blanquito Albariño 
(Rías Baixas). The nose on this wine con-

veys stalky aromas but no fruit. A quiet palate with 
moderate depth and citrusy acidity deals bland 
flavors of green apple and citrus, but also a weedy 
aftertaste. The wine is bitter on the finish. W. 
Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

84 Paloma de Plata 2019 Albariño (Rías 
Baixas). Dusty, woolly aromas are backed by 

a note of sweaty pyrazines. The palate of this wine 
is less than dense, even watery, while this tastes 
of white pineapple, green onion and herbs. A salty 
note rises up on the finish. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

BIERZO

87 Emilio Moro 2017 La Revelía Godello (Bierzo). 
Strong aromas of haystack and oak grain 

are waxy and austere. This Godello is full in body 
and boosted by a jolt of core acidity before it loses 
steam. Cidery apple and oak-grain flavors are backed 
by lees notes and early oxidation, while the finish is 
woody and dry. Drink now. Moro Brothers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

86 Casar de Burbia 2017 Barrica Valtuille de 
Arriba Edición Limitada Godello (Bierzo). A 

gold color and a closed nose that’s heavily oaked and 
slightly chemical open this barrel-aged Godello. On 
the palate, this is citric in the middle but soft at the 
edges. Woody, nutty flavors dominate, with a back-
ing of salty orange and oak grain. Soberon Wines, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Raices 2017 Godello (Bierzo). Stone-fruit 
and apple aromas show a hint of honey blos-

som, while a citric palate deals grapefruit and lime 
flavors that are pithy. The finish on this Godello is 
acidic and slightly bitter. Crescent Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

RIBEIRO

89 Señorío de Beade 2019 Ribeiro. Smooth aro-
mas of honeydew melon come with a hint of 

creamy richness, while the round and easygoing pal-
ate is carefree. This blend of Albariño and Treixa-
dura tastes of melon and apple at first before tran-
sitioning to fresh scallion on a slightly green finish. 
Drink now. The Spanish Acquisition. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

88 Bodegas Alanís 2020 Ama Vida Treixadura 
(Ribeiro). A dusty topping shades aromas 

of clover, apple and pear, while the palate of this 
Treixadura is round, healthy and enlivened by acid-
ity. A light mix of nectarine, citrus and salty flavors 
amounts to a healthy and briny whole. The wine 
offers a minerally note on a quick-fading finish. Tor-
gar Group. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

88 Bodegas Alanís 2020 Elara Treixadura-
Godello (Ribeiro). Flinty aromas of wet 

steel and dusty lees lead citrus and orange-blossom 
scents. This Treixadura-Godello blend feels solid 
and medium in body. Flavors of lemon, orange and 
sea salt finish clean and fresh, with just enough last-
ing acidity to create length. Torgar Group. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 
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85 Viña Costeira 2019 Meu Treixadura (Ribeiro). 
Oily aromas of citrus peel are a bit jumbled 

and soapy. On the palate, this varietal Treixadura 
is on the bland side, without much acidic pop or 
spine. Dry lime and green-melon flavors finish flat. 
W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

83 Bodegas O’Ventosela 2019 Gran Leiriña 
Treixadura (Ribeiro). A hint of lemon 

emerges from an otherwise stalky and harsh nose. 
This Treixadura is grabby and scattered on the pal-
ate, with nutty, bitter flavors that turn flat. A linger-
ing flavor of nut butter wraps this up. Drink now. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

GETARIAKO TXAKOLINA

88 Hiruzta 2020 Hondarrabi Zuri-Hondarribia 
(Getariako Txakolina). A light straw color 

and briny aromas of apple or pear cider come with 
a leesy, yeasty offset. This wine is spritzy and steely 
on the palate, with green apple, wet stone and tart 
white-grape flavors. A long finish spurred by sassy 
acidity is lightly mineral and suggestive of sea 
breeze. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Hiruzta 2019 Berezia Hondarrabi Zuri (Getar-
iako Txakolina). In this wine, briny apple 

and citrus aromas are dusty and yeasty but also a 
bit stalky in a classic, cool-climate Basque way. A 
healthy palate lacks depth and complexity, while 
dry apple and green-melon flavors are salty. The fin-
ish is steady. Drink now. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Zudugarai 2019 Txakoli Malda Hondarrabi 
Zuri (Getariako Txakolina). A tan color and 

aromas of almond, cidery apple, pear and yeast open 
this fuller-bodied Txakoli that’s anchored by malic 
acidity. Salty, cidery apple and orange flavors fin-
ish with chunky weight and a briny aftertaste. Drink 
now. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

87 Alleme 2019 Hondarrabi Zuri (Getariako Txa-
kolina). Lightly oxidized and yeasty aromas 

of apple and dried cheese are subdued, while this 
wine feels round, with core acidity maintaining 
drive. Bready, lightly oxidized flavors of apple are 
salty and oceanic, while the same can be said for a 
finish that has normal Txakolina acidity. Drink now. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

RUEDA

91 Protos 2018 Reserva Verdejo (Rueda). This 
golden Verdejo opens with smooth, woolly 

aromas of baked apple, yeast and mustard. A 
medium-bodied palate is agile due to direct acidity, 
while spicy, salty apple flavors end with leesy rich-

ness cut by narrowing acidity. Drink through 2022. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Nisia 2018 Las Suertes Old Vines Verdejo 
(Rueda). Oily, slightly flat aromas of straw 

and soft white fruits lead to a full but melony pal-
ate. Oaky apple and papaya flavors suggest pop-
corn. This old-vine, oak-aged Verdejo is steady on 
a finish, with salty baked notes. Drink now. Jorge 
Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 

86 Cuatro Rayas 2019 Cuarenta Vendimias 
Selección Especial Verdejo (Rueda). Round, 

oily aromas of apple and stone fruits lack the pun-
gency that Verdejo is known for. The tangy acidity of 
this wine drives a palate with round edges. At first 
this tastes of green apple and underripe nectar-
ine before oxidative notes settle in. Hints of peach 
pit and apricot are noted on a leesy finish. Vinaio 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Egeo 2019 Verdejo (Rueda). Waxy apple 
aromas are oily but low on freshness. The 

palate on this Verdejo is round on the surface, with 
sharp acidity in the middle. Vague flavors of lemon 
and apple are imprecise and a touch bitter, while the 
finish is braced by acidity. Grapes of Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

85 Pago del Cielo 2019 Celeste Sur Lies Verdejo 
(Rueda). Aromas of applesauce and citrus 

are chunky. This Verdejo is basic on the palate, 
maybe even tired. Surface-level flavors of almond 
skins and citrus fruits finish with bright acidity. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

RIOJA

89 Alonso López 2019 Malvasia-Viura (Rioja). 
Waxy, dusty apple and melon aromas on 

this wine lead to a bright palate that’s light and 
fresh, with citrusy acidity. Salty citrus and green-
apple flavors come with a green-herb touch. A hint 
of bitterness settles on the finish. This is 95% Viura 
and only 5% Malvasia. Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $21 

89 CVNE 2019 Monopole Viura (Rioja). Fresh 
but modest apple and pear aromas on this 

wine set up a solid palate that’s seamless and appro-
priately acidic. Saline, green herb and citrus flavors 
are honest for Viura but standard, with a hint of bit-
terness appearing on the finish. Arano LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Burgo Viejo 2019 Palacio del Burgo Blanco 
Viura (Rioja). Waxy apple and modest citrus 

aromas are yeasty, while this Viura is snappy, zesty 
and clean on a basic palate. Orange, lime and lemon 
flavors fade away on a quick finish. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $17 

85 Bodegas Faustino 2019 VII Viura (Rioja). 
Generic white-fruit aromas on this wine are 

mild and include a pop of green pyrazines. A round 
but hollow palate shows a touch of spritz, while 
flavors of almond skins, green banana and papaya 
are mildly bitter through the finish. Pacific Highway 
Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

VINO DE LA TIERRA  
DE CASTILLA Y LEÓN

93 Ossian 2018 Capitel Verdejo (Vino de la Tierra 
de Castilla y León). Hailing from the Sego-

via section of Castilla y León, this barrel-fermented 
and oak-aged Verdejo opens with toasted aromas of 
wood grain and baked white fruits. A full and round 
palate is creamy but braced by core acidity. Honeyed 
melon, apple and vanilla flavors finish smooth and 
creamy. With 10 months of lees aging and grapes 
from 200-year-old bush vines, this wine has an ele-
gant character. Drink through 2024. Classic Wine 
Imports, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Ossian 2018 Viñedo Ecológico Verdejo (Vino 
de la Tierra de Castilla y León). In this wine, 

yeasty, leesy aromas of white stone fruits and apple 
come with a minerally note and the backing of fine 
oak. A full-bodied palate with grip and heft is bal-
anced by natural acidity. Salty apple and nectar-
ine flavors are out front on this barrel-fermented 
Verdejo from 150-year-old vines. Drink through 
2023. Classic Wine Imports, Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Ossian 2018 Quintaluna Verdejo (Vino de la 
Tierra de Castilla y León). Waxy apple and 

melon aromas come with notes of white pepper and 
hot rocks. This is another in Ossian’s line of oak-
aged Verdejos from Segovia. It’s full and rounded, 
with notable core acidity. Lightly spiced apple and 
saline flavors are leesy, while this plays out on the 
finish with oak and mineral notes. The wine comes 
from 150-year-old vines. Drink through 2022. Clas-
sic Wine Imports, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

86 Vicente Gandia 2019 Nebla Verdejo (Vino de 
la Tierra de Castilla y León). Tropical-fruit 

aromas on this wine are distant and come with a 
dusty, woolly hint. Acidity and pyrazines control the 
mouthfeel, while tangy orange and sour-apple fla-
vors turn slightly bitter on a finish driven by punchy 
acidity. Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

OTHER WHITE WINES

87 Jean Leon 2017 Vinya Gigi Chardonnay 
(Penedès). Apple cider and pear aromas on 

this wine are round but lazy, while this Chardon-
nay is full in body but short on length and struc-
ture. Oak has added a note of bacon to lightly oxi-
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dized, melony flavors. A soft finish says drink now. 
Europvin USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

87 Txakoli Primo 2020 Zarautz White Blend 
(Spain). Lime, lychee and other tropical aro-

mas open this spritzy Basque white that’s light in 
body and braced by lemony acidity. Lemon, lime, 
white grapefruit and green-apple flavors finish 
tangy and juicy. This wine is best as an aperitif. W. 
Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

86 Toro Loco 2019 Selección Viura-Sauvignon 
Blanc (Utiel-Requena). Waxy apple and 

yeasty vanilla aromas open this Viura-dominated 
white from interior Utiel-Requena. High acidity 
creates a citric mouthfeel backed by tangerine and 
lemon flavors. On the finish, initial acidic punch 
gives way to a salty aftertaste. Hemispheres. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

86 Pago de los Capellanes 2017 O Luar Do Sil 
Fermentado en Barrica Godello (Valdeorras). 

A yellow color and oily, oaky aromas of toasted bar-
rel and popcorn don’t allow for much fruit expres-
sion. Tight core acidity drives the palate on this bar-
rel-fermented Godello, with challenging apricot and 
pumpkin flavors that fade quickly and get replaced 
mostly by woody bitterness on the finish. United 
Cellars, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

85 Bodegas Aragonesas 2019 Coto de Hayas 
Verdejo (Campo de Borja). Dusty white-fruit 

aromas make for a generic opening. This Verdejo 
from the warm plains of Campo de Borja is lean in 
body, with lemony acidity. Tart green-fruit flavors 
are snappy at first, then lightly oxidized. Acidity is 
keeping this wine afloat. The rest is fairly bland. 
Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

SPARKLING WINES

93 Alta Alella 2016 Mirgin Opus Paratge Qualifi-
cat Vallcirera Brut Nature (Cava). An alluring 

mix of briny apple and nectarine aromas is lightly 
yeasty, stony and comes with a whiff of scrambled 
egg. This stately brut nature feels plump and solid, 
with fine bubbles and healthy acidity. Flavors of 
cidery apple and white pepper are savory and com-
plex, while a touch of bready richness elevates the 
finish. Drink through 2024. Avant Garde Wine & 
Spirits. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $66 

92 Llopart 2009 Espumos Brut Nature Corpin-
nat (Spain). This fully mature brut nature 

displays an oxidized, burnished-gold color. Yeasty 
aromas of brioche and dried apricot match the 
wine’s tint. A ripe palate is cidery and puffed up, 
with mild acidity that makes this ready to drink 
now. Flavors of briny cider, apple and mushroom 

finish smooth and easy. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. 
—M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

92 Vins El Cep 2014 Claror Can Prats Brut Nature 
(Cava). For full review see page 22. 

abv: 12% Price: $42 

91 Llopart 2013 Leopardi Brut Nature Corpinnat 
(Spain). In this brut nature, yeasty aromas of 

white bread dominate a nose with white-fruit and 
dusty pepper notes. A grabby palate has a skins-
based pull, while this is coarse and foamy on first 
approach. Citrus and yeast-based flavors don’t 
allow for much else to register. It’s tight and direct 
on the finish. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $38 

90 Llopart 2018 Rosé Brut Reserva Mètode 
Tradicional Corpinnat (Spain). For full 

review see page 30. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

89 Raventós I Blanc 2013 Manuel Raventós 
Negra Conca del Riu Anoia Brut Nature 

(Spain). A bouquet with cheesy, leesy aromas of 
papaya, sea brine and clover indicates a Cava on 
the fence between mature and youthful. This brut 
nature is lean and tight, with a lean palate that is 
shearing but not light. Saltiness tops sour-apple 
and gooseberry flavors, and the wine remains 
overtly saline on a hard-driving finish. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $99 

87 Perelada 2018 Stars Touch of Brut Rosé 
(Cava). Orange and cream aromas are offset 

by a prickly note of brine. This Garnacha-based rosé 
feels lean and citric, with a light body. Tangerine 
and orange flavors have a mild bready backdrop as a 
touch of bitterness infiltrates an airy finish. Vinovia 
Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Pere Ventura NV Clos Amador Rosé Tendre 
Trepat (Cava). Briny orange aromas are a 

touch funky, while this wine is foamy and inexact on 
the palate. Flavors of orange, mango and cantaloupe 
finish round and steady. Palm Bay International. 
—M.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

84 Toro Loco NV Brut Método Tradicional Rosé 
(Utiel-Requena). Aromas of orange peel, 

stale melon and squash are less than pure. This 
Cava from interior Utiel-Requena is bulky and a 
touch flat on the palate. Vaguely citric flavors are 
slightly bitter, as is the finish. Hemispheres. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

ROSADOS

90 Sierra Cantabria 2020 Rosado (Rioja). For 
full review see page 37. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Manzanos 2020 Las Campanas Rosé 
(Navarra). An easygoing, largely neutral 

nose conveys mild peach and nectarine aromas. 
On the palate, this Navarran rosé is punchy, light 
bodied and citric. Orange and lemon flavors include 
a touch of nectarine, while this wine finishes sim-
ply and directly. Manzanos Wines USA. Best Buy. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

88 Otazu 2020 Tempranillo Rosé (Navarra). 
Pale peach in color, this medium-bodied 

rosé of Tempranillo opens with tropical-fruit and 
chewing-gum aromas. Fresh citrus flavors turn 
slightly bitter on the back side. Pithy orange and 
peach-pit notes drive a lively finish. Monsieur Tou-
ton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Campo Eliseo 2020 Cuvée Alegre Rosado 
(Rueda). Stone-fruit and citrus aromas on 

this wine are fresh and mellow but nondescript. 
A citrusy palate comes with skins-based rawness, 
while dry citrus and citrus-peel flavors turn mildly 
bitter in front of a no-fuss finish. Pardela USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Protos 2020 Aire de Rosado (Cigales). A 
salmon color and aromas of citrus fruits and 

orange peel lead to a crisp, tightly formed palate. 
Salty citrus flavors are lean and popping, while this 
blend of red and white grapes finishes dry, tight and 
cleansing, with mild saltiness. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Vicente Gandia 2019 El Miracle Nº 05 Rosé 
(Valencia). A bold salmon color and light 

aromas of citrus blossom and cantaloupe open this 
mild Bobal rosé. Low acidity is barely perceptible 
on a full palate, which tastes of cantaloupe and 
underripe watermelon. A clean but watery finish 
concludes this low-alcohol offering. Vicente Gandia 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

86 Conde D San Cristobal 2020 Flamingo Rosé 
(Ribera del Duero). This wine has a familiar 

Mediterranean-pink color. Pyrazine-heavy aromas 
of citrus peel and brine lead to a medium-bodied 
palate that’s lively but also green and grassy tast-
ing, with citrus notes. Briny grapefruit flavors wrap 
up this tart and sassy Ribera rosé. Torgar Group. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Otazu 2020 Merlot Rosé (Navarra). A light 
red color and vaguely fruity, mostly neu-

tral aromas open this wine. A shallow palate barely 
makes an impression, tasting of salty red plum but 
little more. Mild bitterness is noted on the finish. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

86 Vicente Gandia 2019 Finca del Mar Rosé 
(Valencia). Salmon in color, this rosé made 
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from Bobal opens with aromas of dusty, yeasty 
papaya and cantaloupe. A solid but grabby palate 
dulls out on the back side, while flavors of melon 
and orange are basic. Drink now. Vicente Gandia 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

85 Breca 2019 Rosé (Spain). A pale orange color 
and yeasty, dusty aromas of cantaloupe open 

this fading Garnacha rosé. A full palate is braced 
by dwindling citric acidity, tasting of peachy stone 
fruits and melon. A hint of salt appears on a short 
finish. Drink now. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

85 Enate 2020 Cabernet Sauvignon Rosado 
(Somontano). In this wine, a rusty red color 

combines with stalky, somewhat dull citrus aromas 
to set up a palate that’s both heavy and acidic. Tart 
red-plum and currant flavors finish with popping 
acidity and mildly sour notes suggestive of tanger-
ine and other citrus fruits. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

85 Matarromera 2020 Granza Made From 
Organic Grapes Rosado (Cigales). With a 

translucent red color along with candied cherry 
and watermelon aromas, this wine opens like a fruit 
punch. The palate is flat and slightly watery. This 
warm-region rosé tastes lightly green, with notes of 
celery and fennel ahead of fruit. A hint of bitterness 
appears on a finish that touches on red plum and 
cherry. Natural Merchants, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

85 Valdelosfrailes 2020 Rosado (Cigales). This 
wine’s red color is matched by aromas of 

red apple and red licorice candy. A narrow palate is 
linear in scope, with nonspecific apple and water-
melon flavors. A simple finish tastes a bit salty. USA 
Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

84 Care 2019 Solidarity Rosé (Spain). In this 
wine, an orange color and dull aromas of 

orange peel and cantaloupe set up a palate with mild 
citric acidity. Yeasty melon and apple flavors are 
backed by a note of carrot on a chunky finish. This 
wine is fading. Drink now. Curious Cork Imports 
LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

84 Vicente Gandia 2019 Hoya de Cadenas Single 
Estate Bobal Rosé (Utiel-Requena). In this 

wine, a dark orange color and chunky but flat aro-
mas that are lightly oxidized lead to a round but soft 
palate. Melony flavors of cantaloupe are inoffensive 
but bland, as is the finish. The wine is on the fade. 
Drink immediately. Vicente Gandia USA. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

SPAIN
RED WINES

RIBERA DEL DUERO

94 Balbas 2012 Alitus (Ribera del Duero). Ribera 
del Duero in full and fine form is embodied 

in this powerful blend of 75% Tempranillo, 20% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Merlot from a really 
good vintage. Spicy oak and saucy berry aromas are 
earthy and intense. A fully extracted palate means 
tannins are palpable but they don’t dominate, leav-
ing an open stage for blackberry, cassis, toasty oak, 
coffee and nutmeg flavors to play out. Drink through 
2034. McCormick Wine Imports, LLC. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $120 

94 Emilio Moro 2015 Malleolus de Sanchomar-
tin (Ribera del Duero). Heavily charred aro-

mas of wood smoke and campfire dominate a nose 
with base-level berry fruit scents. Size and power 
are plastered all over the palate of this woody, tan-
nic warm-vintage Ribera, which tastes of smoky 
blackberry and tobacco. A note of vanilla softens 
a hard-driving finish. Drink 2025–2045. Moro 
Brothers. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $180 

93 Cepa 21 2015 Malabrigo (Ribera del Duero). 
In this wine, a dark but lucid color and ripe, 

muscular aromas of earthy black fruits and minty 
oak lead to a palate with piping acidity and beating 
tannins. Black-fruit flavors come with oaky vanilla 
and chocolate notes. This ripe-year Tempranillo 
remains oaky through a finish with tobacco and flo-
ral notes. Drink through 2040. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Bodegas y Viñedos Tábula 2015 Gran Tábula 
(Ribera del Duero). Ripe, inky berry aromas 

are closed, while this warm-year Tempranillo is full 
and demanding on a palate with biting tannins and 
serious oak. Spicy, savory oak flavors are dominant, 
both drying and tannic. Drink 2025–2032. Las 
Arribes LLC. Cellar Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

90 Balbas 2015 Ardal Reserva Selección Espe-
cial (Ribera del Duero). Dark in tint but lucid 

at the edges, this oak-heavy reserva smells of barrel 
smoke. An intense palate hits with rough tannins, 
tasting of savory blackberry backed by potent oak. 
As coconut and vanilla notes take over, this wine 
finishes with woody astringency. Drink through 
2035. McCormick Wine Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Protos 2018 Protos ’27 (Ribera del Duero). 
Aromas of leathery plum, blackberry, 

oak spice and dried earth set up a concentrated 
but slightly rough and grating palate, with grav-
elly tannins. Oak is a big part of a flavor package 
that includes wood spice and cinnamon along with 

generic berry and plum. A savory finish is oaky and 
spicy but also a touch hot and burning. Drink this 
Tempranillo named after the year that Protos was 
founded through 2024. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Alvides 2018 Crianza (Ribera del Duero). 
Baked berry aromas come with prune and 

raisin notes, while this crianza smells slightly 
cooked and candied as a whole. A full palate is 
blocky and drying due to firm tannins. Woody fla-
vors of plum, cassis and prune finish tight and 
smacking, with rocky tannins holding steady. Drink 
through 2023. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Arzuaga 2018 Crianza (Ribera del Duero). 
Oaky plum and cassis aromas are lightly 

baked and plenty oaky. This crianza is densely 
saturated, with a stewed character and dry tan-
nins. Spicy oak, licorice and baked berry flavors 
finish with mild heat and wood-spice notes. Drink 
through 2024. United Cellars, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

88 Viña Vilano 2018 Crianza (Ribera del Duero). 
Baked berry aromas lean towards raisin and 

prune, while this wine feels saucy and tomatoey, 
with raw acidity. Dried berry flavors suggest prune. 
This crianza finishes with bold acidity and strong 
tannins. Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

87 Conde D San Cristobal 2018 Crianza (Ribera 
del Duero). Slightly stalky berry aromas on 

this wine lead to a firm palate that pulls inward due 
to dry tannins. Herbal plum and oak -pice flavors 
lose steam before showing a hint of early oxidation. 
The wine reverts to dry tannins on a finish with 
notable oak. Torgar Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Conde D San Cristobal 2015 Reserva Especial 
(Ribera del Duero). In this wine, aromas of 

vanilla, plum, tomato sauce and raw oak lead to a 
palate that’s fleshy but short on structure. Rasp-
berry and plum flavors are herbal and grassy, with 
an oaky covering. Oak and heat push a narrow fin-
ish. Torgar Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

RIOJA

92 Luis Cañas 2013 Gran Reserva (Rioja). A 
smooth and steady nose on this wine offers 

round aromas of vanilla, cassis, blackberry and san-
dalwood. A friendly palate is full and easygoing, 
with a helping shot of acidity. Dark plum, black-
berry and oak-spice flavors finish dry but not dry-
ing. Drink now–2025. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Marqués de Murrieta 2017 Reserva Finca Ygay 
(Rioja). Lightly baked and leathery berry 

aromas are subtle. This wine is racy and clipping on 
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the palate, with popping acidity. Spiced plum and 
cherry flavors are backed by oaky vanilla prior to 
a persistent finish with classic Rioja notes of oak, 
tomato and raw acid. Drink now–2030. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

92 Muga 2017 Reserva Unfiltered (Rioja). For 
full review see page 19. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

91 Bodegas Olarra 2017 Añares Reserva (Rioja). 
For full review see page 23. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Bodegas Riojanas 2017 Viña Albina Reserva 
(Rioja). In this wine, fully ripe aromas of rai-

sin, cassis and baking spices reflect a hot and dry 
year with low yields. A chunky palate feels bulky 
and blocky, while the wine stays the course with 
baked plum, raisin and savory flavors. Tannins con-
trol a drying finish with lasting oaky notes. Drink 
through 2024. Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Bodegas Riojanas 2013 Monte Real Gran 
Reserva (Rioja). Composed aromas of earthy 

berry fruits and tobacco are mature. This gran 
reserva from a notoriously cold vintage is comfort-
able across the palate. Plum, blackberry, currant 
and vanilla flavors are standard. The wine short-
ens up on a finish that’s lightly oxidized at the end. 
Drink through 2024. Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

90 Bodegas Olarra 2017 Reciente Reserva 
(Rioja). For full review see page 28. 

abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 Bodegas Riojanas 2018 Monte Real Crianza 
(Rioja). A blackish-purple color and force-

ful oak that lends a chocolaty, tarry, smoky topping 
to the nose open this bold but balanced crianza. 
Blackberry, tobacco, black tea and oak flavors are 
strong and heady. Prune and woodspice notes domi-
nate the finish. Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

90 Marqués de la Concordia 2018 Lagunilla Cri-
anza (Rioja). For full review see page 31. 

Best Buy.
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Ramirez de la Piscina 2013 Gran Reserva 
(Rioja). Earthy berry aromas are a touch 

spicy, with notes of violet, graphite and unabsorbed 
oak. This wine feels full and chunky but not heavy 
or overly extracted. Berry and plum flavors are 
ordinary and the wine finishes solid enough. Drink 
now–2025. Jorge Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Viña Olabarri 2018 Crianza (Rioja). Earthy 
plum and berry aromas include a note of 

cinnamon. While this crianza is fairly tannic, with 
high acidity, flavors of plum and berry fruits are 
savory and satisfying. A firmly structured finish is 

dry and rubbing, especially after the fruit has faded. 
Hidalgo Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

88 Bodegas Riojanas 2013 Viña Albina Gran 
Reserva (Rioja). Plum and cassis aromas are 

distant and simple, and this wine feels more narrow 
and acidic than expansive. Currant and red-plum 
flavors are a bit tart and backed by saltiness. This 
off-year gran reserva is linear on a finish that mostly 
shows acidity. Bodegas Riojanas. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

88 Eguren Ugarte 2018 Crianza (Rioja). Prickly 
berry and black-currant aromas on this 

wine are minty, oaky and ever so slightly green. A 
fresh and lively palate is dry and pinches. The wine 
tastes of spicy, lightly herbal berry and plum fruit 
backed by a dry, grabby finish, with tomato and 
plum notes. Multiple U.S. importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Proelio 2018 Crianza (Rioja). In this wine, 
aromas of leather and berry fruits are 

pinched and slightly green, with creamy oak help-
ing to smooth out the opening. A firm palate is a bit 
tannic and scratchy, offering flavors of herbal black-
berry, black tea and oak. A dry wall of tannins along 
with leafy berry and herbal flavors close this out. 
Hidalgo Imports, LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

87 Rioja Vega 2013 Gran Reserva Estate Bot-
tled Tempranillo-Graciano-Mazuelo (Rioja). 

Stalky, leafy berry aromas on this wine are earthy 
and saucy, with outward oak. A full palate feels a 
bit rubbery and rough. Plum and berry flavors are 
steady but static on a finish with little complexity. 
First Growth Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

87 Valdelacierva 2018 Garnacha (Rioja). In this 
wine, black-cherry and currant aromas are 

moderately rich and fruity but not complex. For a 
15.5% ABV Garnacha, this feels solid but edgy, rub-
bing and slightly aggressive. Black-plum and spiced 
berry flavors finish with warmth but stop short of 
being hot. USA Wine West. —M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $NA 

86 La Maldita 2019 Garnacha (Rioja). Ripe 
berry and plum aromas are solid in a good 

way. This Garnacha feels lively but also fiery and 
aggressive. Black-plum, cherry and peppery spice 
flavors extend onto an energetic finish. Guarachi 
Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

CAMPO DE BORJA

87 Bodegas Aragonesas 2019 Coto de Hayas Gar-
nacha-Syrah (Campo de Borja). Mixed-berry 

aromas are generic and a touch fatty smelling. On 
the palate, this blend of Garnacha and Syrah is bold 
and fairly bright. Black-plum and berry flavors fin-
ish with some grinding roughness, but overall this 

is a solid, everyday red. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

87 Legado del Moncayo 2019 Garnacha (Campo 
de Borja). In this wine, black plum, currant 

and cherry aromas lead to a raw and bumpy palate 
that’s lively. Plum and wild berry flavors are fruity, 
with a touch of cocoa. The wine finishes similarly, 
with juicy acidity keeping things fresh. Grapes of 
Spain. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

87 Pagos del Moncayo 2018 Prados Colección 
Garnacha (Campo de Borja). Baked berry and 

plum aromas are candied and flat, while this ultra-
ripe and jammy Garnacha feels warm and sticky. 
Medicinal plum and black-cherry flavors yield to 
prune and raisin, finishing warm, mellow and soft. 
At 16% ABV, this is not for fans of fresh and snappy 
reds. Axial Vinos USA. —M.S. 
abv: 16% Price: $25 

86 Legado del Moncayo 2018 Montaña Ven-
dimia Seleccionada Garnacha (Campo de 

Borja). Cherry and plum aromas are candied and a 
bit green, with notes of brown sugar and cinnamon. 
On the palate, this Garnacha is grabby and fairly 
tannic. Slightly medicinal black-plum flavors finish 
with a minty, green taste and some heat. Grapes of 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

84 Bodegas Aragonesas 2019 Viña Temprana 
Garnacha (Campo de Borja). Gritty berry 

aromas come with a heavy slap of forced oak as well 
as roughness and scratch. A full and round palate 
lacks structure, offering flavors of baked berres and 
prune prior to a short finish. Scoperta Importing 
Co. Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $9 

PRIORAT

92 Heredad Soliterra 2016 Priorat. Bold black-
plum and wild-berry aromas on this wine 

are supported by hints of dried herbs and grainy 
oak. The wine feels tight and slightly raw. Zesty 
acidity lends tang and tension to red-berry and 
plum flavors. It is firm, minerally and juicy on a 
finish with dry tannins and a hint of vanilla. Drink 
through 2027. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $19 

92 Perinet 2016 Merit (Priorat). Broad berry 
and plum aromas are schisty in accordance 

with Priorat norms. This blend of Garnacha, Cari-
gnan, Merlot and Syrah is bold and a touch fiery on 
the palate. Loud berry and plum flavors finish with 
steady power and complexity. Enjoy through 2025. 
Tolosa Winery. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

92 Torres 2016 Salmos (Priorat). Earthy dark-
berry aromas are a touch flat and full. This 

Carignan-led blend displays chewy dry tannins on a 
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bold palate that leans towards the ripe side. Black-
berry, schisty graphite and herbal flavors finish 
steady, with touches of licorice and fennel. Drink 
through 2026. Park Street Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Vicente Gandia 2016 Xibrana Crianza (Prio-
rat). Jammy currant and raspberry aromas 

on this wine include a hint of schisty minerality. 
The dry palate shows grainy oak and gravelly tan-
nins. Oaky plum and berry flavors are slightly baked 
and herbal. The wine holds onto its woody and spicy 
character through the finish. Vicente Gandia USA. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

88 Pinord 2016 Balcons Organic Biodynamic 
(Priorat). A black color and intense aromas 

of charred oak, licorice, peppercorn and black fruits 
open this grating, Garnacha-led blend. Lemony oak 
flavors dominate the palate, which is salty, peppery 
and hard as rocks. A lively but tannic and woody 
finish feels raw and rough. The wine is loaded with 
oak grain and grape-based tannins, making for a 
rocky road. Vinaio Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Cyan 2010 Prestigio (Toro). Made only in 
the best years, Prestigio requires patience 

and airing to show its best. Rooty berry aromas on 
this wine come with oaky vanilla and warmth. On 
the palate, grating tannins roughen the palate and 
call out for food. Full-force cherry and black-plum 
flavors finish with tannic cling. Toro wine is made 
for grilled red meat. Drink through 2030. USA Wine 
West. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

92 Museum 2012 Numerus Clausus Tempra-
nillo (Cigales). All the classic aromatics 

of fine Tempranillo are here: cedary oak, brambly 
berry fruit, coffee and vanilla. On the palate, this 
warm-year wine is demanding, with tough tannins 
and firm acidity. Oaky flavors of café mocha and 
chocolate lay atop sun-baked black fruit. The finish 
is reinforced with strident oak tannins and latent 
acidity. Drink now–2060. Carolina Wine Brands 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Godelia 2019 Viernes Mencía (Bierzo). 
Earthy dark-berry aromas on this wine 

come with rubbery notes and a touch of dry des-
ert herbs. Loud acidity makes for a bright but jangly 
palate. Flavors of black currant and dark plum are 
mildly tart and salty. Dry tannins and a peppery 
aftertaste control a fresh finish. Europvin USA. Best 
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Bodegas Palacio 2019 La Poda Mencía 
(Valdeorras). Gritty aromas of rubber and 

black olive share the nose of this wine with fruity 
raspberry and cherry. A tightly wound palate is 

narrow and linear, tasting of lightly herbal, slightly 
salty blackberry and plum. The finish is solid. 
Bronco Wine Company. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

89 Pazos del Rey 2019 Pazo de Monterrey 
Mencía (Monterrei). Easygoing, lightweight 

aromas of plum and raspberry are slightly diluted. 
This Monterrei Mencía is juicy and tightly wound. 
Varietally familiar flavors of black cherry and plum 
retain fruity essence on a finish boosted by crisp 
acidity. Tri-Vin Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Bodegas Nekeas 2018 El Chaparral de Vega 
Sindoa Old Vines Garnacha (Navarra). Red 

plum and currant aromas have a touch of latex 
and sweet oak. This Garnacha is choppy and pull-
ing on the palate. Currant and spiced-plum flavors 
finish with rubbery tannins and racy acidity. Jorge 
Ordóñez Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $18 

88 Guelbenzu 2009 Lautus Finca la Lombana 
(Ribera del Queiles). A blast of raw oak is 

the first and lasting impression on the nose, while 
berry and cherry aromas are a touch green. This 
Navarran blend of Tempranillo, Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Merlot is a tannic bomb even some 12 years 
post harvest. Medicinal cherry and barrel-spice fla-
vors are overrun by rock-hard tannins through the 
finish. Beviamo International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Rectoral de Amandi 2019 Colleita Selec-
cionada Mencía (Ribeira Sacra). Creamy oak 

gives this Mencía aromas of plastic, milk choco-
late and perfumed soap. A full and plump palate is 
rounded at the edges, with mild tannins and modest 
acidity. Raspberry, plum and red-beet flavors fin-
ish with a chocolaty overtone that recalls the nose. 
Vino Cava. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Bodegas Nekeas 2018 Cepa Por Cepa de 
Nekeas Garnacha (Navarra). A see-through 

ruby color and aromas of Band-Aid, savory baked 
beans and berry fruits set up a punchy, edgy palate 
that’s medium to light by Navarran Garnacha stan-
dards. Plum, currant, baking spice and chocolate 
flavors finish with a touch of burn. Jorge Ordóñez 
Selections. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

87 Ignacio Marín 2019 Magnifico Garnacha (Cari-
ñena). Saucy black-fruit aromas dominate a 

muscular nose, while this everyday Garnacha feels a 
touch hot. Blackberry, black plum and black currant 
flavors are sound and solid, while a desiccated note 
of prune takes over a warm finish. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Joaquín Rebolledo 2019 Mencía (Valdeorras). 
Earthy plum and cherry aromas are a touch 

stalky, while this medium-bodied Mencía is punchy 
and forward in feel. Dark plum and wild-berry fla-

vors finish with steady balance. Copa Fina Imports 
CA. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

PIEDMONT
WHITE WINES

ERBALUCE DI CALUSO

90 Cantina della Serra 2019 Ramblè (Erbaluce 
di Caluso). Made with organically farmed 

grapes, this has intriguing aromas of hazelnut, 
botanical herb, citrus rind and a whiff of salt. The 
aromas carry over to the bright, tangy palate along 
with cedar, orange slice and nectarine. Canon de 
Colorado. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Cantina della Serra 2019 Sessanta (Erbaluce 
di Caluso). Crisp and savory, this opens 

with alluring if delicate aromas reminiscent of haw-
thorn, yellow stone fruit, wild herb and citrus. On 
the crisp palate, vibrant acidity accompanies apri-
cot, lemon and hazelnut. Canon de Colorado. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Cantina della Serra 2018 Larol (Erbaluce 
di Caluso). Alluring aromas of rosemary, 

sage and white spring flower form the delicate but 
enticing nose on this lovely white. Aged in oak, the 
elegant, linear palate offers apricot, unsweetened 
lemon drop candy and a hint of hazelnut before a 
saline finish. Canon de Colorado. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

86 Cantine Crosio 2019 Erbaluce di Caluso. This 
simple white has a shy nose that eventually 

reveals whiffs of ripe yellow stone fruit, hazelnut 
and acacia. On the lean, light-bodied palate, fresh 
acidity accompanies suggestions of ripe peach and 
a hint of grapefruit before finishing on a bitter note. 
O & M Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

DERTHONA

95 Roagna 2018 Montemarzino Timorasso 
(Derthona). Enticing, delicate aromas of 

fragrant yellow wildflower, cedar, botanical herb 
and citrus mingle with a whiff of eucalyptus in this 
racy white. Elegant, focused and extremely savory, 
the linear palate features apricot, orange zest, dill 
and hazelnut. Honey and mineral notes linger on the 
close while vibrant acidity keeps it balanced, tense 
and energized. Drink through 2028. Polaner Selec-
tions. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

95 Roagna 2017 Montemarzino Timorasso (Der-
thona). Yellow peach, acacia honey, botani-

cal herb and the bare beginnings of petroleum shape 
the enticing nose on this gorgeous white. Smooth, 
savory and polished, the structured, medium- 
bodied palate features juicy apricot, ripe pear 
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and honeyed almond before a salty, mineral fin-
ish.  Lemon drop flavors come out later. Drink now 
through 2027. Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

COLLI TORTONESI

91 Borgogno 2018 Derthona Timorasso (Colli Tor-
tonesi). Elegant and full-bodied, this offers 

aromas of beeswax, botanical herb and hazelnut 
alongside the barest hint of petrol. The rounded, 
enveloping palate features ripe yellow stone fruit, 
honeyed almond and a ginger note before a saline 
finish. Enjoy now or hold for more complexity. Drink 
through 2026. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Broglia 2018 Derthona Timorasso (Colli Tor-
tonesi). Yellow spring flower, eucalyptus 

and wild herb aromas form the nose. The focused 
palate offers yellow apple, hazelnut and honeyed 
notes alongside bright acidity before a mineral 
close. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

ROERO ARNEIS

93 Angelo Negro & Figli 2014 Sette Anni (Roero 
Arneis). This white opens with intrigu-

ing aromas of underbrush, hay, botanical herb and 
vegetal notes. The palate doles out dried pineapple 
slices, ripe apricot, candied lemon drop and tangy 
mineral before a hazelnut close. Bright acidity keeps 
it surprisingly energized. The Piedmont Guy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

92 Angelo Negro & Figli 2018 Perdaudin (Roero 
Arneis). Lime, graphite, hazelnut and spring 

blossom shape the nose. The rounded, savory palate 
has a viscous texture, doling out ripe yellow apple, 
apricot, grapefruit and candied lemon drop along-
side tangy acidity. The Piedmont Guy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Cascina Cà Rossa 2019 Le Coste Riserva (Roero 
Arneis). Lime, hazelnut and botanical herb 

aromas mingle with a whiff of white spring flower. 
The savory palate has a glycerin-like mouthfeel, 
doling out ripe yellow apple, fennel and candied 
citrus. Well integrated acidity accompanies the rich 
flavors. Ribevi Wine Int. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 Malvirà 2020 Roero Arneis. Made with organ-
ically grown grapes, this has delicate, entic-

ing aromas reminiscent of ripe white stone fruit, 
crushed mint, pineapple and freshly made bread 
dough. On the linear, savory palate, notes of bitter 
almond and ginger accent a core of Bartlett pear and 
lemon drop before a tangy mineral close. Indigenous 
Selections. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

91 Malvirà 2019 Renesio (Roero Arneis). This 
single-vineyard offering opens with inviting 

scents recalling hay, white stone fruit and yeasty 
whiffs of bread dough. The rounded, medium-bod-
ied palate doles out creamy white peach, juicy pine-
apple and white almond before closing on a candied 
tangerine note. Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

91 Rabino 2020 Roero Arneis. Savory and 
medium- bodied, this dry white has alluring 

aromas of ripe Bartlett pear, freshly baked bread, 
orange zest and botanical herb. The generous, 
rounded palate features ripe yellow apple, apricot 
and hazelnut before closing on a note of unsweet-
ened lemon drop candy. Swiss Cellars. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

91 Valdinera 2020 Roero Arneis. Aromas of ripe 
pear, yellow spring flower, hay and almond 

lead the way in this dry, delicious white. Rounded 
and medium-bodied, the savory palate features ripe 
white peach, apple, bread dough and juicy citrus 
alongside fresh acidity. It closes on a saline note. 
John Given Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Angelo Negro & Figli 2020 Serra Lupini 
(Roero Arneis). This dry, medium-bodied 

white offers aromas of Spanish broom, hay, white 
stone fruit and a whiff of bread dough. It’s bright 
and savory, featuring yellow pear, hazelnut and 
grapefruit before finishing on a tangy lime note. The 
Piedmont Guy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Cascina Cà Rossa 2019 Merica (Roero 
Arneis). Inviting aromas of ripe white stone 

fruit, fresh bread dough and almond lift out of the 
glass. The medium-bodied, rounded palate reflects 
the nose, offering creamy apple, white peach, citrus 
and hazelnut alongside tangy acidity. Ribevi Wine 
Int. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Fontanafredda 2020 Pradalupo (Roero 
Arneis). Aromas of white stone fruit, hay 

and hawthorn form the delicate, alluring nose. Lin-
ear and savory, the bright palate delivers ripe pear, 
yellow apple, saline and citrus alongside fresh acid-
ity. It closes on a hazelnut note. Taub Family Selec-
tions. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Francone 2020 Magia (Roero Arneis). Allur-
ing aromas of tropical fruit, elderflower and 

ripe apple lead the way. On the savory, medium-
bodied palate, tangy acidity accompanies juicy pear, 
pineapple, grapefruit and a salty mineral note. Che-
rio Holding & Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Michele Chiarlo 2020 Le Madri (Roero 
Arneis). Tangy and delicious, this vibrant 

white has delicate scents of white spring flower, 
honey dew melon and a whiff of hazelnut. The 
bright, linear palate features lime, apricot and a 

hint of saline before a crisp finish. Kobrand. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Negro Giuseppe 2020 Arbeuj (Roero Arneis). 
This poised, savory white opens with heady 

aromas of yellow spring flower, beeswax and ripe 
white stone fruit. Reflecting the nose, the dry, tangy 
palate features ripe yellow pear and chamomile 
before a bitter almond finish and the barest hint of 
chestnut honey. The Piedmont Guy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Nino Costa 2019 Coste Anforiano (Roero 
Arneis). The nose is quite shy but even-

tually reveals whiffs of stone fruit, wild herb and 
hazelnut. The rounded palate offers aromas of dried 
apricot and citrus alongside fresh acidity. It closes 
on an almond note. Bonhomie Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Nino Costa 2019 Sarun (Roero Arneis). This 
dry, medium-bodied white offers light aro-

mas of ripe white stone fruit, hazelnut and a com-
forting whiff of baked bread. The linear palate offers 
ripe peach, dried pineapple and tangy citrus before a 
savory saline close. Bonhomie Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Renato Burganza 2019 Dia Trifula (Roero 
Arneis). Made with organically farmed 

grapes, this has aromas of beeswax, geranium and 
ripe yellow stone fruit. The rounded, tangy palate 
offers apricot, orange rind, bitter almond and a hint 
of chestnut honey alongside bright acidity. Bon 
Vivant Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Tenuta Carretta 2020 Cayega (Roero 
Arneis). Aromas of white spring flower, ripe 

apple and a whiff of nut come to the forefront. On 
the savory palate, tangy acidity accompanies apri-
cot, grapefruit and a hint of hazelnut. Specialty Cel-
lars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

88 Agricola Pace 2020 Roero Arneis. This offers 
alluring scents of yellow spring flower, 

hazelnut and apricot. The aromas carry over to the 
soft, rounded palate along with ripe pear before a 
salted almond close. Enotria Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Deltetto 2018 San Defendente Riserva 
(Roero Arneis). Aromas of toasted hazel-

nut, acacia honey and eucalyptus shape the nose. 
The aromas carry on to the brisk palate along with 
French oak, beeswax and Meyer lemon. Tradizione 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Malvirà 2018 Vigna Saglietto Riserva (Roero 
Arneis). Subtle aromas of hazelnut, hay and 

botanical herb follow over to the palate along with 
orange rind and bitter almond. On the medium- 
bodied palate, tangy acidity accompanies dried 
pineapple slice, bread crust and bitter almond fla-
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vors. It closes on a salty note. Indigenous Selec-
tions. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Marchesi di Barolo 2019 Roero Arneis. Aro-
mas of acacia honey, beeswax and ripe yel-

low pear follow over to the palate along with tangy 
lime. It closes on hints of bitter almond and candied 
lemon slice. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Marco Porello 2020 Roero Arneis. Yellow 
spring flower and white stone fruit aromas 

form the nose. The round, medium-bodied pal-
ate recalls ripe yellow pear, apricot and a hint of 
almond. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Monchiero Carbone 2017 Vigna Renesio 
Riserva (Roero Arneis). Aromas of spear-

mint, cedar and French oak lead the nose along with 
a whiff of geranium. Aged in barrique, the round, 
fleshy palate offers ripe white peach, fennel and 
candied notes before ending on a coffee bean accent. 
Tita Italian Import & Export. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

88 Ricossa 2020 Roero Arneis. This has 
Sauvignon- like aromas of elderflower, 

gooseberry and grapefruit. The aromas follow over 
to the crisp palate along with hints of pineapple 
before a bitter almond close. Brand Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Aresca 2020 Roero Arneis. Aromas of white 
spring flower, yellow stone fruit and a whiff 

of banana lead the nose. The ripe, tangy palate 
recalls pear, apricot and white grapefruit before 
closing on a hint of hazelnut. Serge Doré Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

87 Cantina Povero 2020 Terre del Conte (Roero 
Arneis). This has aromas of elderflower, 

white stone fruit and a hint of tropical fruit. On the 
tangy, no-frills palate, fresh acidity accompanies 
ripe peach and juicy pineapple. It closes on a hint of 
almond. Volio Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

87 Malvirà 2019 S.S. Trinità (Roero Arneis). Sug-
gestions of white stone fruit, toasted nut and 

hawthorn form the subdued nose. It’s medium-bod-
ied but not overly expressive, recalling dried pine-
apple, fennel and candied sensations before closing 
on a bitter note. Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

87 Monchiero Carbone 2019 Cecu D’la Biunda 
(Roero Arneis). This medium-bodied white 

has aromas of toasted hazelnut, bread crust and 
botanical herb. The aromas follow over to the 
rounded palate along with bitter hoppy notes, dried 
yellow peach and citrus zest. Tangy acidity keeps it 
fresh. Tita Italian Import & Export. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Sordo 2019 Garblet Suè (Roero Arneis). This 
lightly-scented white has delicate aromas 

reminiscent of white spring flower, geranium and 
white stone fruit. The straightforward palate sug-
gests ripe yellow apple, hazelnut and a hint of citrus 
alongside tangy acidity. Vintner’s Stash. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

87 Tenuta Carretta 2017 Riserva (Roero Arneis). 
Aromas of French oak, butterscotch and 

lime waft out of the glass. The aromas carry over to 
rather lean palate along with hazelnut and candied 
notes. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

LANGHE

92 Elvio Cogno 2019 Anas-Cëtta del Comune 
di Novello Nascetta (Langhe). This full, 

rounded white opens with aromas of bread crust, 
chamomile, aromatic herb and citrus. Reflecting the 
nose, the rounded palate features grapefruit, honey 
and hazelnut before a tangy finish suggesting saline 
and sage. Enjoy now or hold for more complexity. 
Drink through 2027. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Le Strette 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). Aromas of aromatic 

herb, spring wild flower, citrus and a whiff of tropi-
cal fruit shape the enticing nose. Savory and pos-
sessing a luscious texture, the tangy, medium-bod-
ied palate doles out ripe yellow pear, grapefruit and 
lemon drop notes before closing on a hint of baked 
bread. WS Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

91 Braida di Giacomo Bologna 2019 Serra dei 
Fiori La Regina Nascetta (Langhe). Floral 

aromas of Spanish broom mingle with ripe orchard 
fruit, hay citrus and fennel. The bright palate offers 
Bartlett pear, tangy lemon, grapefruit and white 
almond before a tangy saline close. Soilair Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Marenga Mauro 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). Aromas of grapefruit, 

botanical herb and white spring wild flower lead 
the nose. On the enveloping, savory palate, tangy 
acidity accompanies white peach, pear and citrusy 
notes. Drink now or hold a few years for more com-
plexity. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

90 Rivetto 2018 Borea Nascetta (Langhe). 
Made with organically farmed grapes, this 

has aromas ripe yellow stone fruit, black olive and 
yeasty whiffs of bread dough. The briny olive note 
carries over to the tangy palate along with dried 
apricot, lemon zest and saline. Volio Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

90 Stra 2019 del Comune di Novello Nascetta 
(Langhe). Aromas of dried aromatic herb, 

citrus and yellow spring flower mingle with a whiff 

of pear in this understated white. The dry, savory 
palate offers suggestions of lime, dried pineapple 
and hazelnut before a salty close. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 La Pergola 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). Sage, citrus and fra-

grant white spring flower aromas waft out of the 
glass. The linear palate features tangy white grape-
fruit, pear, thyme and the barest hint of honeyed 
nut before closing on saline mineral notes. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Luca Marenco 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). This elegantly under-

stated wine has subtle aromas suggesting chamo-
mile and yellow apple. On the dry, medium-bodied 
palate, mild acidity accompanies suggestions of 
Meyer lemon, salty mineral and a hint of acacia 
honey. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Ca’ Brusà 2020 Nascetta (Langhe). Lightly 
scented, this opens with delicate aromas 

suggesting white spring flower and citrus. The light-
bodied palate offers Rennet apple and lime along-
side the barest hint of white almond. Vision Wine 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

88 Cascina Gavetta 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). Lightly scented, this 

has subtle aromas reminiscent of beeswax, botani-
cal herb and citrus rind. The dry, rather enveloping 
palate suggests lemon, sage and salty mineral along-
side moderate acidity. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Passione Massimiliano 2019 del Comune 
di Novello Nascetta (Langhe). Aromas of 

orange rind and botanical herb follow over to the 
palate alongside well-integrated acidity. Hints of 
saline signal the close. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Vietto 2019 Giuana del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). White spring flower, 

citrus zest and a hint of bread crust form the nose. 
The rounded palate recalls peach, grapefruit and 
hazelnut alongside fresh acidity before finishing on 
a note candied citrus drop. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Arnaldo Rivera 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). Aromas of yellow spring 

wild flower and beeswax form the subtle nose. On 
the crisp, lean palate, vibrant acidity accompanies 
yellow apple, Meyer lemon and a hint of hazelnut. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

87 Casa Baricalino 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). This has a shy nose that 

eventually reveals the barest whiffs of coconut, 
tropical fruit and butterscotch. Fermented in bar-
rique, the subdued, rather lean palate suggests cit-
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rus zest, saline and toasted walnut before finishing 
on a drying, bitter note. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

87 San Silvestro 2019 del Comune di Novello 
Nascetta (Langhe). Initial aromas of medici-

nal herb mingle with orange rind and stone fruit. On 
the rather lean palate, tangy acidity accompanies 
suggestions of mango before a salty, bitter almond 
close. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

GAVI DI GAVI

91 Broglia 2010 Vecchia Annata (Gavi di Gavi). 
Aromas suggesting eucalyptus, underbrush, 

hay and ripe apple form the delicate nose. On the 
linear palate, tangy acidity accompanies dried pine-
apple, pear and candied lemon drop before a hazel-
nut finish. It’s aged remarkably well. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $99 

91 Fontanafredda 2020 Gavi di Gavi. Tangy and 
delicious, this has alluring aromas of fragrant 

spring flower, yellow stone fruit and botanical herb. 
Crisp and savory, the zesty palate offers honeydew 
melon and white peach before closing on notes of 
white almond and oyster shell. Taub Family Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Michele Chiarlo 2020 Rovereto (Gavi di 
Gavi). White spring flower and ripe orchard 

fruit aromas form the delicate nose along with a 
whiff of botanical herb in this linear white. On the 
crisp, understated palate, tangy acidity accompa-
nies Meyer lemon, fresh yellow peach and a hint of 
saline. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 Broglia 2019 La Meriana (Gavi di Gavi). The 
shy nose eventually reveals delicate whiffs 

of spring wildflower, nut and citrus rind. On the 
palate, tangy acidity accompanies medicinal herb, 
bitter almond and hints of peach. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Conti Speroni 2020 Gavi di Gavi. This crisp 
white has aromas of yellow stone fruit and 

citrus. Reflecting the nose, the tangy, light-bodied 
palate suggests yellow peach and juicy grapefruit 
before a bitter almond close. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Franco Amoroso 2020 Gavi di Gavi. Fresh 
and simple, this has subdued aromas sug-

gesting hazelnut and yellow peach. On the light-
bodied palate, crisp acidity accompanies lime and 
bitter almond. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

84 Il Rocchin 2020 Gavi di Gavi. This simple 
white has a shy nose. The informal palate 

offers suggestions of lemon and unripe pear along-
side brisk acidity. PW Distributors. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

GAVI

90 Pio Cesare 2019 Gavi. This lovely white has 
delicate aromas suggesting white spring 

flower, Bartlett pear, citrus and a whiff of wet stone. 
Linear and bright, the palate offers yellow peach, 
lime, bitter almond and a hint of saline accompa-
nied by tangy acidity. Drink through 2023. Maisons 
Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 La Bollina 2019 Ventola (Gavi). Aromas 
recalling cedar, toasted hazelnut and vanilla 

mingle with ripe white stone fruit. On the bright, 
medium-bodied palate, hints of butterscotch and 
coffee bean accent a yellow apple core. Opera Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Marco Bonfante 2019 del Comune di Gavi 
(Gavi). Verbena, ripe orchard fruit and 

a whiff of hazelnut form the nose. Savory and 
medium- bodied, the palate features white peach, 
honeydew melon and citrus before a delicate hazel-
nut close. Misa Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Tenuta La Marchesa 2020 Saula (Gavi). Aro-
mas of banana and fragrant white spring 

flower lead the nose. The banana note follows over 
to the tangy palate along with pineapple and citrus 
before a crisp finish. LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Arbéta 2020 Gavi. This has subtle aromas 
reminiscent of field flower and citrus. The 

crisp palate suggests yellow peach, orange zest and a 
hint of saline alongside vibrant acidity. Alma Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Aresca 2020 Gavi. Crisp and tangy, this has 
aromas of white spring flower, verbena and 

citrus. On the palate, vibrant acidity accompanies 
lemon zest and white peach before a savory saline 
finish. Serge Doré Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

87 Franco Serra 2020 Gavi. Floral aromas of yel-
low spring flower and white stone fruit come 

to the forefront. The light-bodied palate offers pine-
apple, grapefruit and pear packed in syrup alongside 
bright acidity. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

86 Banfi 2020 Principessa Gavia (Gavi). This 
fruity, light-bodied white has flavors of 

ripe apricot, candied lemon drop and hints of white 
almond. Tangy acidity keeps it crisp. Banfi Vintners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

85 Broglia 2019 Il Doge (Gavi). This has aromas 
recalling adhesive bandage and medicinal 

herb. The aromas follow over to the sharp palate 
along with the barest hint of pineapple and bitter 
notes alongside brisk acidity. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Neirano 2020 Gavi. This informal white has 
a shy nose that eventually reveals a whiff of 

white spring flower. On the lean, light-bodied pal-
ate, brisk acidity accompanies suggestions of lemon 
zest and bitter yellow apple skin. Scoperta Import-
ing Co. Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

PIEDMONT
RED WINES

BAROLO

99 Ettore Germano 2016 Vignarionda (Barolo). 
Enticing aromas of rose, iris, wild berry 

and spice appear in this gorgeous red. Combining 
structure and finesse, the delicious palate deliv-
ers ripe raspberry, Marasca cherry, star anise and 
pipe tobacco set against a backbone of firm, fine-
grained tannins. Bright acidity keeps it impeccably 
balanced while a tangy mineral note lingers on the 
finish. While it’s still quite young, it already shows 
class, pedigree and excellent aging potential. Drink 
2026–2046. Sussex Wine Merchants. Cellar Selec-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $165 

98 Brovia 2017 Brea Vigna Ca’ Mia (Barolo). 
Mesmerizing aromas of violet, rose, per-

fumed berry and dried aromatic herb mingle 
together with a whiff of forest floor in this com-
pelling wine. Full-bodied, elegant and delicious, 
the structured palate delivers ripe Morello cherry, 
cranberry, licorice and tobacco framed in youthfully 
assertive but refined tannins. It closes on a tangy 
mineral note. Drink 2027–2037. Rosenthal Wine 
Merchant. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

98 Brovia 2017 Rocche di Castiglione (Barolo). 
Camphor, star anise, tobacco and under-

brush are just some of the aromas you’ll find on this 
stunning red. Full-bodied and elegantly structured, 
the savory palate doles out ripe Marasca cherry, ras-
berry compote, baking spice and licorice set against 
youthfully assertive, noble tannins. Give it time to 
fully develop. Drink 2027–2037. Rosenthal Wine 
Merchant. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

98 Elvio Cogno 2015 Ravera Vigna Elena Riserva 
(Barolo). This gorgeous wine opens with 

aromas of pressed rose, camphor, new leather and 
ripe forest berry. Full-bodied and loaded with 
finesse, the delicious, elegantly structured palate 
features ripe Marasca cherry, blood orange, tobacco 
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and licorice framed in firm, refined tannins. Drink 
2023–2035. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

97 Anselma Giacomo 2013 Vignarionda Riserva 
(Barolo). Full-bodied and loaded with per-

sonality, this classically crafted wine opens with 
aromas of forest floor, camphor, warm spice and 
a whiff of pressed rose. Heroically structured and 
incredibly savory, the compelling palate delivers 
cherry marinated in spirits, spiced cranberry, lico-
rice and tobacco alongside a hint of truffle. Firm 
tannins and vibrant acidity keep it balanced and 
energized. Drink 2023–2043. Weygandt-Metzler. 
Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

97 Cavallotto 2015 Vignolo Riserva (Barolo). 
Aromas of leather, scorched earth, grilled 

herb and camphor come to the forefront along with 
a whiff of hazelnut. Savory and full-bodied, the 
compelling palate delivers dried cherry, orange zest, 
black licorice and baking spice set against youth-
fully firm but refined tannins. Drink 2025–2035. 
Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

97 Elvio Cogno 2016 Ravera Bricco Pernice 
(Barolo). This gorgeous red has enticing 

aromas of rose, iris, woodland berry, camphor and 
truffle. Full-bodied and savory, the enveloping pal-
ate doles out raspberry compote, licorice, baking 
spice and tobacco alongside firm, refined tannins 
and bright acidity. A minty note lingers on the close. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $139 

97 Sandrone 2017 Aleste (Barolo). Aromas 
of menthol, pressed rose, wild berry and 

grilled herb are front and center in this stunning 
wine along with a whiff of forest floor. Combining 
structure and finesse, the savory, full-bodied pal-
ate delivers juicy Marasca cherry, blood orange and 
licorice before an espresso finish. Firm, refined tan-
nins provide tight support. Drink 2025–2032. Vin-
tus LLC. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

97 Sandrone 2017 Le Vigne (Barolo). Fragrant 
and delicious, this gorgeous wine opens 

with inviting aromas of rose, sandalwood, camphor 
and perfumed berry alongside whiffs of truffle and 
French oak. The full-bodied palate combines ele-
gance and structure, featuring ripe Morello cherry, 
crushed raspberry, licorice and a dollop of vanilla 
alongside firm, refined tannins. It’s already tempt-
ing but hold for more complexity. Drink 2024–
2032. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $155 

96 Borgogno 2016 Fossati (Barolo). For full 
review see page 4. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $119 

96 Curto Marco 2017 Arborina (Barolo). Rose, 
perfumed berry and fruitcake aromas are 

front and center along with whiffs of grilled porcini 

and menthol. Full-bodied and enveloping, the deli-
cious palate doles out fleshy black cherry, raspberry 
jam, truffle and baking spice framed in firm, velvety 
tannins. Drink 2025–2032. August Wine Group. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $87 

96 Ettore Germano 2017 Prapò (Barolo). For 
full review see page 4. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

96 Famiglia Anselma 2016 del Comune di Mon-
forte (Barolo). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14% Price: $52 

96 Figli Luigi Oddero 2017 Rocche Rivera 
(Barolo). Forest floor, sun baked earth, new 

leather and camphor aromas meld together in this 
fantastic, full-bodied red. From an under-the-radar 
producer that consistently makes superb wines, 
the savory, classically crafted palate features ripe 
red cherry, crushed raspberry, tobacco and licorice 
alongside a backbone of noble tannins while a salty 
mineral note lingers on the finish. Drink 2025–
2032. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. Cellar Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $132 

96 Fratelli Alessandria 2017 Gramolere 
(Barolo). Forest floor, sandalwood, wild 

rose and cedar aromas take shape in the glass. 
Savory, structured and poised, the palate is still 
young and primary, delivering ripe Morello cherry, 
spiced cranberry, licorice and ground clove set 
against a backbone of firm, fine-grained tannins. 
Drink 2025–2037. North Berkeley Imports. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

96 Giacomo Fenocchio 2017 Bussia (Barolo). 
Rose petal, crushed herb and woodland 

berry aromas mingle with hints of forest floor and 
vanilla. Full-bodied and elegantly structured, the 
delicious palate doles out raspberry compote, ripe 
cherry, licorice and wild herb before closing on a 
salty note. Noble tannins provide firm support. 
Drink 2027–2032. Skurnik Wines, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

96 Luigi Vico 2017 Prapò (Barolo). Forest floor, 
rose, new leather and woodland berry aro-

mas lead the way in this gorgeous red. Fermented in 
concrete tanks with indigenous yeasts followed by 
aging in large Slavonian and French oak casks, it’s 
structured and delicious, offering strawberry com-
pote, ripe Morello cherry, licorice and baking spice 
set against a backbone of firm, fine-grained tannins. 
Give it time to fully develop. Drink 2027–2037. 
North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

96 Marcarini 2016 Brunate (Barolo). For full 
review see page 4. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

96 Massolino 2017 Margheria Serralunga d’Alba 
(Barolo). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $114 

96 Massolino 2017 Parussi (Barolo). Blue 
flower, ripe dark-skinned fruit, cedar and 

forest floor aromas shape the nose. Delicious and 
firmly structured, the full-bodied palate also shows 
finesse, delivering juicy Morello cherry, crushed 
raspberry and licorice alongside fine-grained, 
enveloping tannins. Drink 2025–2032. Vineyard 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

96 Pio Cesare 2017 Ornato (Barolo). Rose, wild 
herb, forest floor and woodland berry aro-

mas come to the forefront along with a warm spice 
accent. Structured and elegant, the full-bodied pal-
ate features raspberry compote, vanilla, star anise 
and crushed mint framed in tightly-knit, refined 
tannins. An espresso note lingers on the close. 
Drink 2022–2032. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $130 

95 Davide Fregonese 2017 Prapò (Barolo). Flo-
ral aromas of rose and violet mingle with 

ripe red berry, truffle and leather in this perfumed 
red. Elegant and firmly structured, the linear palate 
offers juicy Morello cherry, crushed raspberry, star 
anise and ground clove before a mineral finish evok-
ing rust. Taut, polished tannins provide support. It’s 
less austere than in cooler years but will still offers 
years of pleasure. Drink 2025–2032. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

95 Ettore Germano 2017 del Comune di Ser-
ralunga d’Alba (Barolo). Aromas of under-

brush, crushed mint and new leather mingle with 
a whiff of wild rose. The full-bodied, savory palate 
shows poise and structure, delivering dried cherry, 
orange zest, grilled porcini and licorice. It closes on 
an almond note while taut, fine-grained tannins 
offer support. Drink 2023–2029. Sussex Wine Mer-
chants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

95 Giacomo Fenocchio 2017 Castellero (Barolo). 
Pressed rose, crushed mint, new leather 

and wild berry aromas slowy take shape in the 
glass. Full-bodied and youthfully austere, the firmly 
structured palate features ripe Marasca cherry, 
strawberry compote and star anise alongside noble 
tannins that need to time to unwind. Best 2027–
2032. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

95 Massolino 2017 Parafada (Barolo). Forest 
floor, grilled herb, iris and camphor aro-

mas appear in the glass. Combining structure and 
finesse, the firm palate delivers ripe Marasca cherry, 
raspberry compote, baking spice and licorice along-
side tightly knit, fine-grained tannins. Drink 2025–
2032. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 
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95 Oddero 2017 Brunate (Barolo). Underbrush, 
new leather and camphor aromas mingle 

with pressed rose and a whiff of coconut. Firm and 
full-bodied, the savory palate shows both concen-
tration and finesse, offering juicy Marasca cherry, 
raspberry compote, licorice and tobacco set against 
close-grained, assertive tannins that need time to 
unwind. Drink 2027–2037. Polaner Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

95 Ratti 2017 Rocche dell’Annunziata (Barolo). 
For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

94 Brezza 2017 Sarmassa (Barolo). Firmly 
structured, this opens with aromas of star 

anise, leather, camphor and scorched forest floor. 
Full-bodied and still youthfully austere, the palate 
offers Morello cherry, licorice and tobacco framed 
in tightly wound, assertive tannins. It’s nervy and 
needs time to fully develop to its full potential. 
2027–2037. Coeur Wine Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

94 Ciabot Berton 2016 1961 (Barolo). Blue 
flower, red-skinned berry and new leather 

aromas lead the way. The elegantly structured pal-
ate delivers Marasca cherry, nutmeg and tobacco 
alongside youthfully austere, fine-grained tannins 
and bright acidity. Drink 2024–2036. Specialty 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

94 Cordero di Montezemolo 2017 Monfalletto 
(Barolo). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

94 Davide Fregonese 2017 Cerretta (Barolo). 
Woodland berry, underbrush, eucalyptus 

new leather aromas come to the forefront. The 
savory palate is still tightly wound, offering crushed 
raspberry, dark cherry and oak-driven spice along-
side firm, fine-grained tannins. Drink 2024–2031. 
Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $79 

94 Figli Luigi Oddero 2015 Vignarionda (Barolo). 
Aromas recalling French oak, underbrush, 

violet and camphor take shape in the glass. Comb-
ing structure and finesse, the firm, full- bodied pal-
ate delivers Marasca cherry, blood orange, licorice 
and oak-driven spice framed in tightly knit, fine-
grained tannins. It’s still youthfully austere so give 
it time. Drink 2027–2035. Rosenthal Wine Mer-
chant. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $157 

94 Giacomo Fenocchio 2017 Villero (Barolo). A 
camphor aroma mingles with white pepper, 

scorched earth and ripe dark-skinned berry in this 
classically crafted Barolo. Full-bodied and savory, it 
shows elegance and tension, offering flavors of ripe 
Morello cherry, blood orange and licorice before a 
minty close. Tightly knit, fine-grained tannins offer 

austere support. Drink 2024–2029. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

94 La Spinona 2016 Söri Gepin (Barolo). For full 
review see page 10. 

abv: 14% Price: $84 

94 Michele Chiarlo 2017 Cannubi (Barolo). Aro-
mas of truffle, ripe black-skinned fruit and 

leather lead the nose. On the savory, velvety palate, 
enveloping, polished tannins accompany raspberry 
jam, blood orange vanilla and licorce before closing 
on an earthy hint of salted game. Drink 2024–2032. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

94 Ratti 2017 Marcenasco (Barolo). For full 
review see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Borgogno F.lli Serio e Battista 93 Cannubi 
(Barolo). Leather, rose petal, woodland 

berry and a whiff of forest floor take shape in the 
glass. Savory and poised, the lithe, linear palate 
offers strawberry compote, blood orange and star 
anise framed in taut, fine-grained tannins that 
sneak up on the firm, austere finish. Drink 2025–
2032. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

93 Castello di Verduno 2017 Barolo. Woodland 
berry, cedar and pressed rose form the 

nose. Taut and medium-bodied, the linear palate 
features juicy red cherry, spiced cranberry and star 
anise alongside fine-grained tannins. It closes on an 
almost salty note. It’s already close to the start of 
its ideal drinking window but still offers good mid-
term aging potential. Drink 2024–2029. Polaner 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $50 

93 Chionetti 2017 Parussi (Barolo). Aromas of 
violet, scorched earth and leather come to 

the forefront. The savory, balanced palate offers 
dried black cherry, clove and licorice alongside 
fine-grained tannins. Drink 2022–2032. Vinifera 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

93 Ciabot Berton 2016 del Comune di La Morra 
(Barolo). Aromas of black-skinned berry, 

underbrush and leather emerge from the glass. The 
savory, balanced palate features crushed Morello 
cherry, star anise and ground pepper alongside firm, 
polished tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 2023–
2031. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $43 

93 Daniele Conterno 2015 Sette Anni Riserva 
(Barolo). Classic varietal aromas of ripe 

black-skinned berry, leather and underbrush lead 
the way. On the firm, savory palate, fine-grained 
tannins accompany ripe Marasca cherry, licorice 
and nutmeg. Drink 2022–2032. Grape Juice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

93 Mauro Veglio 2017 Gattera (Barolo). Men-
thol, iris and French oak aromas come to the 

forefront. On the palate, notes of vanilla and coffee 
bean accent a core of dried black cherry while firm, 
close-grained tannins provide tight support. Drink 
2025–2032. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Pio Cesare 2017 Barolo. Aromas of dark-
skinned berry, underbrush and oak-driven 

spice mingle with camphor. On the full-bodied 
palate, notes of licorice and espresso accent a core 
of juicy black cherry before an almost salty close. 
Firm, fine-grained tannins provide ample support. 
Drink 2022–2029. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Agostino Bosco 2017 La Serra (Barolo). Aro-
mas of black-skinned berry, underbrush and 

tobacco lead the way. The savory palate offers dried 
black cherry, star anise and clove alongside firm 
tannins. Drink 2024–2032. Weygandt-Metzler. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Ca’ Viola 2017 Sottocastello di Novello 
(Barolo). Underbrush, ground clove, men-

thol and blue flower aromas take shape in the glass. 
Full-bodied and firmly structured, the palate fea-
tures dried cherry, licorice, coffee bean and a hint 
of spirits alongside close-grained tannins that leave 
a grippy, drying close. Drink 2024–2029. Banville 
Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Cantina Massara Burlotto 2016 Massara 
(Barolo). Aromas of red-skinned berry, 

leather and truffle waft out of the glass. The juicy, 
balanced palate offers raspberry jam, tobacco and 
licorice alongside fine-grained, polished tannins 
and firm acidity. Drink 2024–2035. Selezioni Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Cantina Massara Burlotto 2016 Monvigliero 
(Barolo). This offers aromas of black-

skinned berry, spice and tobacco. The savory palate 
shows dried black cherry, licorice and clove along-
side fine-grained tannins. It’s balanced, with fresh 
acidity. Drink 2024–2035. Selezioni Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

92 Cascina del Monastero 2015 Perno (Barolo). 
Aromas of violet, underbrush and leather 

lead the nose. The concentrated palate is already 
rather accessible but also promises several years 
of enjoyment, offering dried black cherry, licorice 
and white pepper alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Drink 2022–2030. Metropolis Wine Merchants, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Chionetti 2017 Bussia Vigna Pianpolvere 
(Barolo). This opens with aromas of black 

plum, camphor and spice. The full-bodied palate 
offers cherry marinated in spirits, tobacco and star 
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anise alongside tightly knit, close-grained tannins. 
Drink 2024–2032. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

92 Daniele Conterno 2015 Bussia Riserva 
(Barolo). Earthy aromas of dark-skinned 

berry, leather and forest floor shape the nose. The 
savory, balanced palate offers dried black cherry, 
tobacco and clove alongside firm, refined tannins. 
Drink 2023–2035. Grape Juice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

92 Luigi Vico 2017 del Comune di Serralunga 
d’Alba (Barolo). Red berry, violet and a whiff 

of oak-driven spice lead the way. Structured and 
elegant, the palate offers sour cherry, orange zest 
and licorice alongside taut, fine-grained tannins. 
North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Marziano Abbona 2015 Pressenda Riserva 
(Barolo). Earthy aromas of leather, truffle 

and black-skinned berry come together in the glass. 
The savory, full-bodied palate offers juicy black-
berry, tobacco and clove alongside firm, refined tan-
nins. Drink 2023–2035. Regal Wine Imports Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Negretti 2017 Mirau (Barolo). Rose petal, 
red-skinned berry and tilled soil aromas 

take shape in the glass. The savory, balanced palate 
offers ripe raspberry, star anise and clove alongside 
fine-grained tannins. Drink 2024–2032. Domace 
Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Podere Ruggeri Corsini 2017 Bricco San 
Pietro (Barolo). Fragrant blue flower, men-

thol and forest berry aromas are front and center. 
Full-bodied and savory, the palate doles out fleshy 
black cherry, spiced raspberry and licorice framed 
in tightly knit, assertive tannins that leave a grippy 
finish. Drink after 2027. Casa Bruno. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Agostino Bosco 2017 Neirane (Barolo). Aro-
mas of dark-skinned fruit, baking spice and 

leather come to the forefront. The firm palate offers 
sour cherry, licorice and white pepper alongside 
youthfully austere tannins. Drink 2025–2032. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Bera 2017 Mosconi (Barolo). Aromas of black-
skinned berry, underbrush and leather lead 

the way. The elegantly structured palate offers dried 
black cherry, licorice and cinnamon alongside pol-
ished tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

91 Cascina Adelaide 2017 4 Vigne (Barolo). 
Aromas of violet, baking spice and camphor 

emerge from the glass. The full-bodied palate fea-
tures Marasca cherry, white pepper and star anise 

alongside polished tannins. Drink 2023–2029. 
Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

91 Cascina Adelaide 2017 Baudana (Barolo). This 
opens with aromas of black-skinned berry, 

leather and underbrush. The austere, savory palate 
offers dried black cherry, cinnamon and black pep-
per alongside taut, refined tannins. Drink 2025–
2032. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

91 Chionetti 2017 Roncaglie (Barolo). Black-
skinned berry, camphor and baking spice 

aromas shape the nose. The firm palate offers sour 
cherry, licorice and sage alongside youthfully aus-
tere but polished tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Vinif-
era Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $100 

91 Ciabot Berton 2016 Roggeri (Barolo). Aro-
mas reminiscent of dark-skinned fruit, cedar 

and scorched earth slowly take shape. The chewy, 
already accessible palate offers blackberry jam, 
licorice and clove alongside solid, polished tannins. 
Drink 2022–2031. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $66 

91 Daniele Conterno 2017 Panerole (Barolo). 
Aromas of dark-skinned fruit, underbrush 

and cedar take shape in the glass. The full-bodied 
palate features ripe blackberry, star anise and 
tobacco alongside taut, fine-grained tannins. Drink 
2024–2031. Grape Juice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

91 Elio Filippino 2017 del Comune di La Morra 
(Barolo). Aromas of underbrush, rose petal 

and leather shape the nose. On the juicy palate, 
fine-grained tannins support fleshy black cherry, 
star anise and tobacco. Drink 2022–2031. Interbalt 
Products. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Elio Filippino 2013 Riserva (Barolo). This 
opens with aromas of tilled soil, violet and 

leather. The savory, seasoned palate offers ripe 
plum, licorice and black pepper alongside chewy 
tannins. Drink through 2028. Interbalt Products. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Garesio 2017 del Comune di Serralunga d’Alba 
(Barolo). Ripe black plum, spice and cedar 

aromas lead the way. The firm palate offers cherry 
marinated in spirits, clove and tobacco alongside 
close-grained tannins. Drink 2024–2032. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

91 Josetta Saffirio 2017 del Comune di Monforte 
d’Alba (Barolo). This opens with alluring aro-

mas of black-skinned berry, cedar and spice. The 
polished palate offers ripe black cherry, licorice and 
clove alongside firm tannins. Drink 2024–2029. 
Harvest Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Marziano Abbona 2016 Cerviano-Merli 
(Barolo). Red-skinned berry, leather and for-

est floor aromas form the nose. It has a juicy, full-
bodied palate that offers raspberry jam, nutmeg 
and tobacco alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
2023–2031. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

91 Negretti 2017 Rive (Barolo). Aromas of under-
brush, leather and ripe berry lead the nose. 

The youthfully austere palate offers Marasca cherry, 
clove and white pepper alongside tightly wound 
tannins. Drink 2025–2032. Domace Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Raineri Gianmatteo 2017 Perno (Barolo). 
Aromas of black-skinned berry, leather and 

forest floor come to the forefront. The full-bodied, 
savory palate offers ripe black cherry, nutmeg and 
white pepper alongside taut, fine-grained tannins. 
Drink 2024–2032. Ionia Atlantic Imports, LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

91 Tenuta Rocca 2017 del Comune di Serralunga 
d’Alba (Barolo). This opens with aromas of 

leather, black-skinned  berry and baking spice. On 
the structured palate, youthfully austere tannins 
support Marasca cherry, tobacco and hints of clove. 
Drink 2024–2032. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Virna Borgogno 2016 Carviano Merli Noi 
(Barolo). Ripe dark-skinned fruit, cedar and 

underbrush aromas unfold in the glass. The savory 
palate offers Marasca cherry, licorice and clove 
alongside chewy, fine-grained tannins. Drink 2023–
2031. Shiverick Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $76 

90 Agostino Bosco 2017 del Comune di La Morra 
(Barolo). This has aromas reminiscent 

of violet, cedar and baking spice. The tight palate 
offers ripe blackberry, toasted hazelnut and tobacco 
alongside assertive tannins. Drink 2024–2029. 
Weygandt-Metzler. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Antico Monastero 2017 Barolo. Leather, 
underbrush and ground clove aromas waft 

out of the glass. Lithe and poised, the already acces-
sible palate features sour cherry, star anise and a 
hint of graphite set against fine-grained tannins. 
Drink through 2027. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Arnaldo Rivera 2017 Ravera (Barolo). Aro-
mas of violet, truffle and tobacco emerge 

from the glass. The savory palate offers dried black 
cherry, clove and tobacco alongside tightly knit, 
polished tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Monsieur 
Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Arnaldo Rivera 2017 Undicicomuni (Barolo). 
Violet, forest floor and leather aromas lead 

the way. The firm palate features dried black cherry, 
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tobacco and star anise alongside austere tannins. 
Drink 2023–2029. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Bera 2017 Barolo. This opens with aro-
mas of forest floor, dark-skinned fruit and 

cooking spice. The savory, rather straightforward 
palate offers black cherry jam, star anise and nut-
meg alongside chewy tannins. Drink 2023–2029. 
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

90 Bersano 2016 Nirvasco (Barolo). Red-
skinned berry, underbrush and leather aro-

mas appear in the glass. The bright palate offers red 
cherry, cinnamon and nutmeg alongside polished 
tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 2023–2031. 8 Vini, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Borgogno F.lli Serio e Battista 2017 Barolo. 
This has aromas suggesting leather, dried 

mint, forest floor and the barest whisper of rose. 
The linear, medium-bodied palate recalls cran-
berry, blood orange and star anise alongside tightly 
wound, rather grainy tannins. Drink 2025–2029. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Boschi dei Signori 2017 Barolo. This opens 
with aromas suggesting camphor, cedar, 

violet and forest floor. Elegant and already acces-
sible, the linear palate suggests Morello cherry, 
licorice and a hint of baking spice alongside taut 
tannins. Drink through 2027. Quintessential Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Cantina Massara Burlotto 2016 Barolo. This 
offers aromas of rose petal, tobacco and 

forest floor. On the savory palate, solid tannins 
accompany red cherry, clove and licorice. Drink 
2023–2031. Selezioni Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Collina San Ponzio 2017 Pietro Balocco 
(Barolo). Aromas of black-skinned berry, 

leather and underbrush shape the nose. The full-
bodied palate features dried cherry, tobacco and lic-
orice alongside austere, fine-grained tannins. Drink 
2024–2032. Well Crafted Wine & Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Diego Morra 2017 Monvigliero (Barolo). 
Rose petal, underbursh and leather aromas 

shape the nose. The full-bodied palate features ripe 
black cherry, white pepper and cinnamon alongside 
firm, polished tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Dolce 
Vita Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

90 Elio Filippino 2017 del Comune di Castiglione 
Falletto (Barolo). Scorched earth, leather 

and dark-skinned fruit aromas lift out of the glass. 
The full-bodied palate offers baked plum, licorice 

and clove alongside solid tannins. Drink 2023–
2029. Interbalt Products. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Garesio 2017 Gianetto (Barolo). Aromas of 
dark-skinned fruit, tobacco and scorched 

earth emerge from the glass. The dense palate 
shows sour cherry, white pepper and coconut along-
side tightly-knit tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Vias 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

90 Gomba Boschetti 2015 Riserva (Barolo). 
Aromas of dark-skinned fruit, leather and 

underbrush form the nose. The savory palate offers 
dried black cherry, licorice and white pepper along-
side firm tannins. It’s already accessible but also 
shows mid-term aging potential. Drink 2022–2029. 
Santa Maria Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

90 Josetta Saffirio 2015 Riserva (Barolo). Aro-
mas of mocha, tobacco and dark-skinned 

fruit emerge from the glass. The tight palate offers 
cherry marinated in spirits, star anise and espresso 
alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 2023–2028. 
Harvest Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $90 

90 La Carlina 2017 Bricco Carlina (Barolo). Aro-
mas of dark-skinned berry, leather and a 

balsamic note suggesting camphor waft out of the 
glass. The already accessible, full-bodied palate 
offers black plum, licorice and tobacco alongside 
smooth, solid tannins. Drink 2022–2027. Grape 
Expectations (CA). —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 La Fusina 2016 Perno (Barolo). Cedar, ripe 
dark-skinned fruit, and toasted hazelnut 

aromas lead the way. The firm palate offers baked 
plum, star anise and tobacco alongside firm tannins. 
Drink 2023–2029. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Le Cecche 2017 Bricco San Pietro (Barolo). 
Aromas of ripe black-skinned berry, leather 

and cedar lead the way. The polished palate offers 
dried black cherry, star anise and tobacco alongside 
fine-grained tannins. Drink 2023–2032. BPW Mer-
chants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Luca Bosio 2017 Barolo. For full review see 
page 31. 

abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Luigi Pira 2017 Marenca (Barolo). Aromas of 
violet, camphor and cooking spice form the 

nose. The full-bodied palate shows ripe blackberry, 
sage and licorice alongside taut, polished tannins. 
Drink 2024–2032. de Grazia Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Paola Lanzavecchia 2016 Calice (Barolo). 
This opens with aromas of dark-skinned 

fruit, leather and forest floor. The juicy palate offers 

blackberry, star anise and white pepper along-
side polished tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

90 Tenuta Rocca 2017 Barolo. Cooking spice, 
dark-skinned fruit and underbrush aro-

mas shape the nose. The solid palate presents dried 
cherry, clove and star anise alongside firm tannins. 
Drink 2023–2029. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Truffle Hunter 2017 Leda (Barolo). For full 
review see page 33. 

abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Vite Colte 2017 Essenze del Comune di 
Barolo (Barolo). For full review see page 33. 

abv: 14% Price: $60 

89 Arnaldo Rivera 2017 Bussia (Barolo). This 
has subtle aromas of tobacco, mocha and 

toasted hazelnut. The solid palate shows cherry 
marinated in spirits, clove and raw almond along-
side grainy tannins that clench the finish. Despite 
the assertive tannins, drink sooner rather than later 
to catch the remianing fruit. Best through 2026. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 Arnaldo Rivera 2017 Monvigliero (Barolo). 
This opens with aromas of toasted oak, 

baking spice and coconut. The chewy palate offers 
blackberry jam, tobacco and mocha alongside asser-
tive tannins. Drink through 2026. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 Arnaldo Rivera 2017 Rocche di Castiglione 
(Barolo). Subtle aromas of toasted oak, 

caramel and spice eventually emerge from the glass. 
The bracing palate offers prune, roasted coffee bean 
and clove alongside dusty, drying tannins. Drink 
through 2026. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 Collina San Ponzio 2017 Barolo. Aromas 
of black-skinned berry, baking spice and 

leather slowly appear in the glass. The full-bodied 
palate recalls sour cherry, clove and licorice along-
side firm tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Well Crafted 
Wine & Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

89 Collina San Ponzio 2017 Fossati (Barolo). 
Ripe dark-skinned fruit, camphor and 

leather aromas make their way to the forefront. 
The stolid palate suggests dried black cherry, clove 
and licorice alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
2023–2029. Well Crafted Wine & Beverage. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

89 Diego Morra 2017 Zinzasco (Barolo). This 
has aromas reminiscent of cedar, mocha 

and ripe dark-skinned fruit. The concentrated pal-
ate offers baked plum, mocha and clove alongside 
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dusty, rather drying tannins. Drink 2023–2029. 
Dolce Vita Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 Dogliotti 1870 2016 Barolo. Aromas of ripe 
dark-skinned fruit, cedar and scorched 

earth lead the nose. The forward palate offers black-
berry jam, mocha and star anise alongside chewy 
tannins. Drink 2022–2028. R.S. Lipman Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Gianfranco Alessandria 2017 Barolo. Aro-
mas of toasted oak, mocha and camphor 

emerge from the glass. The tightly knit palate offers 
espresso, licorice and hints of baked plum along-
side assertive tannins. Drink after 2024. T. Edward 
Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 Luigi Pira 2017 Vignarionda (Barolo). Cedar, 
mocha and a whisper of violet slowly emerge 

from the glass. The solid, brawny palate offers 
roasted coffee bean, baked plum and sage alongside 
assertive, rather astringent tannins. Drink after 
2023. de Grazia Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 Marengo 2017 Brunate (Barolo). Dark fruit, 
baking spice and mocha aromas emerge 

from the glass. The full-bodied palate offers ripe 
black plum, star anise and espresso alongside grainy 
tannins that grip the close. Drink 2024–2029. de 
Grazia Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

89 Marziano Abbona 2016 Pressenda (Barolo). 
Aromas of tilled soil, ripe dark fruit and 

baking spice lead the way. The ripe palate offers 
cherry marinated in spirits, star anise and clove 
alongside chewy tannins and the heat of evident 
alcohol. Drink through 2026. Regal Wine Imports 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $62 

89 Poderi Moretti 2017 Barolo. This has subtle 
aromas of ripe dark fruit, baking spice and 

scorched earth. The forward palate offers ripe black 
plum, star anise and clove alongside chewy tannins. 
Drink 2022–2027. Classic Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80/1.5 L 

89 Raineri Gianmatteo 2017 Barolo. Subtle aro-
mas suggesting spice, tilled soil and tobacco 

emerge from the glass. The solid, no-frills palate 
offers ripe blackberry, licorice and sage alongside 
dusty tannins. Drink 2023–2029. Ionia Atlantic 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Rocca Felice 2013 Famiglia Lanzavecchia 
Riserva (Barolo). Aromas reminiscent of 

scorched earth, tobacco and cooking spice form the 
nose. The solid palate offers sour cherry, clove and 
sage alongside grainy tannins. Drink 2022–2028. 
Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

89 Salvano 2015 Riserva (Barolo). Aromas of 
black-skinned fruit, cedar and tilled soil 

form the subtle nose. The firm palate offers black 
plum, clove and star anise alongside close-grained 
tannins. Drink 2024–2031. Siema LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

89 Sordo 2017 Rocche di Castiglione (Barolo). 
New leather, crushed mint, underbrush and 

iris aromas shape the nose. The firm palate starts 
off with sour cherry, star anise and grilled porcini 
before assertive, grainy tannins charge in and create 
an abrupt, extremely astringent, mouth-drying fin-
ish. LNJ Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

89 Virna Borgogno 2016 Noi (Barolo). This 
opens with aromas of ripe dark-skinned 

fruit, baking spice and cedar. The dense, solid palate 
offers prune, clove and sage alongside close-grained 
tannins. You’ll also notice the heat of evident alco-
hol that throws it off balance. Drink through 2026. 
Shiverick Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 

88 Bersano 2015 Badarina (Barolo). Subtle 
aromas of dark-skinned fruit, toasted oak 

and mocha slowly take shape in the glass. The 
tightly wound palate recalls prune, star anise and 
sage alongside close-grained tannins that leave a 
rather astringent finish. Drink after 2023. 8 Vini, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

88 Boasso 2017 Gabutti (Barolo). Scorched 
earth, ripe dark-skinned fruit and spice 

aromas emerge from the glass. The ripe palate offers 
blackberry jam, dried tobacco leaf and clove along-
side close-grained tannins and the heat of evident 
alcohol. Drink after 2023. Matinicus Wines, LLC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

88 Giacomo Grimaldi 2017 Ravera (Barolo). 
Subtle aromas of toasted oak, mocha and 

camphor waft out of the glass. The tight palate 
offers cherry marinated in spirits, roasted coffee 
bean and powdered sage alongside brawny tannins. 
Drink after 2023. Giuliana Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $73 

88 Giacomo Grimaldi 2017 Sotto Castello di 
Novello (Barolo). This has subdued aro-

mas of coconut, toasted oak and baking spice. 
On the solid palate, assertive, close-grained tan-
nins accompany prune, mocha and licorice. Give 
the grippy tannins a few more years to unclench 
then drink sooner rather than later to capture the 
remaining fruit. Drink after 2023. Giuliana Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $73 

88 Gianfranco Alessandria 2017 San Giovanni 
(Barolo). Toasted oak, coconut and espresso 

lead the way. The densely concentrated palate offers 
roasted coffee bean, prune and tobacco alongside 

raspy, rather astringent tannins. Drink after 2024. 
T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Josetta Saffirio 2017 Persiera (Barolo). Sub-
dued aromas recalling tobacco, espresso 

and ground clove slowly take shape on the nose. The 
assertive palate offers prune, licorice and roasted 
coffee bean alongside close-grained tannins that 
leave a clenching close. Harvest Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

88 Le Cecche 2017 Borzone (Barolo). Dark-
skinned fruit, mocha and spice aromas lead 

the nose. The dense, no-frills palate shows stewed 
prune, licorice and espresso alongside closed-
grained tannins. You’ll also notice the heat of alco-
hol. Drink after 2023. BPW Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

88 Le Cecche 2017 Sorano (Barolo). Aromas 
of scorched earth, tobacco leaf and mocha 

emerge from the glass. The tight palate offers 
mature plum, roasted coffee bean and sage along-
side assertive, grainy tannins that leave a drying fin-
ish. Despite the tannins drink soon rather than later 
to capture the remaining fruit. Drink after 2023. 
BPW Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Malvirà 2017 Barolo. Aromas of mocha, 
cedar and spice emerge from the glass. 

The chewy palate recalls prune, espresso and clove 
alongside grainy tannins. Drink after 2023. Indig-
enous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $66 

88 Marco Bonfante 2015 Bussia Riserva 
(Barolo). Aromas of dark-skinned fruit, 

scorched earth and spice lead the nose. The ripe 
palate offers Marasca cherry, tobacco and white 
pepper alongside chewy tannins. Drink through 
2027. Misa Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

88 Monti 2016 Barolo. Aromas of toasted oak, 
espresso and dark-skinned fruit emerge 

from the glass. The ripe palate offers coconut, baked 
plum and a confectionary note alongside grainy tan-
nins that clench the finish. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Negretti 2017 Barolo. Subtle aromas of 
cedar, mocha and dark-skinned fruit 

emerge from the glass. The tightly wound palate 
offers sour cherry, espresso and toasted hazelnut 
alongside close-grained, rather astringent tannins. 
Domace Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

88 Raineri Gianmatteo 2017 Castelletto 
(Barolo). Subdued aromas recalling mocha, 

spice and tobacco waft out of the glass. The taut 
palate offers cherry marinated in spirits, clove and 
roasted coffee bean alongside bracing, rather astrin-
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gent tannins that leave a lean finish. Drink after 
2024. Ionia Atlantic Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Salvano 2017 Barolo. Aromas of scorched 
earth, tobacco and cedar lead the way along 

with a whiff of espresso. The chewy, no-frills palate 
offers cherry marinated in spirits, sage and tanger-
ine zest alongside taut tannins. Drink 2024–2031. 
Siema LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

88 Sordo 2017 Monvigliero (Barolo). Subtle 
aromas reminiscent of camphor, truffle, 

used leather and dried rose form the nose. The full-
bodied palate opens with dried cherry, orange rind, 
coffee bean and a hint of salt before assertive, grainy 
tannins charge in and dry out the finish. Despite the 
astringent tannins drink sooner rather than later 
capture the remaining fruit. LNJ Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

88 Virna Borgogno 2017 Cannubi (Barolo). 
This has aromas of toasted oak, mocha and 

mature black-skinned fruit. The dense palate offers 
prune, clove and roasted coffee bean alongside brac-
ing, astringent tannins. Drink after 2024. Shiverick 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $96 

88 Virna Borgogno 2017 Sarmassa (Barolo). 
Aromas of tilled soil, espresso and ripe 

dark-skinned fruit lead the nose. The mature palate 
offers prune, roasted coffee bean and toasted hazel-
nut alongside close-grained, rather astringent tan-
nins. Drink after 2024. Shiverick Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

87 Giacomo Grimaldi 2017 Barolo. This has 
subdued aromas suggesting toasted oak, 

espresso and scorched earth. The straightforward 
palate offers prune, roasted coffee bean and toasted 
hazelnut espresso alongside grainy, astringent tan-
nins. Drink after 2024. Giuliana Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

87 Grimaldi Luigino 2017 Barolo. Aromas of saw-
dust, mocha and dark-skinned fruit lead the 

way. The tight palate recalls roasted coffee bean, 
prune and dried sage while raspy tannins give it an 
astringent finish. Enotec Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

87 Grimaldi Luigino 2017 Sorano (Barolo). This 
has aromas of toasted oak, espresso and bak-

ing spice. The dense palate offers sage, prune and 
roasted coffee bean alongside bracing, rather astrin-
gent tannins. Enotec Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

87 Marco Bonfante 2016 Barolo. Subdued aro-
mas recalling dried tobacco leaf, cedar and 

mocha emerge from the glass. The robust palate 
recalls cherry marinated in spirits, roasted coffee 
bean and toasted hazelnut alongside assertive tan-

nins. Scorching alcohol throws it off balance. Misa 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

87 Marengo 2017 Barolo. Aromas of toasted 
oak, spice and steeped prune come together 

on this. The prune note carries over to the densely 
concentrated palate along with vanilla and espresso 
while grainy tannins clench the finish. You’ll 
also notice the heat of evident alcohol. de Grazia 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $52 

87 Marengo 2017 Bricco delle Viole (Barolo). The 
nose is not very expressive but eventually 

reveals roasted coffee bean, toasted oak and coco-
nut. The densely concentrated, monolithic palate 
offers prune, mocha and sage alongside assertive 
tannins that clench the astringent finish. de Grazia 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $64 

87 Negretti 2017 Bricco Ambrogio (Barolo). 
Subdued aromas reminiscent of roasted 

coffee bean, scorched earth and baking spice 
slowly appear in the glass. The dense palate offers 
espresso, toasted oak and stewed prune alongside 
assertive tannins and the heat of evident alcohol. 
Domace Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $90 

87 Sordo 2017 Ravera (Barolo). Aromas of cel-
lar floor eventually blow off to reveal truffle, 

leather and camphor. The lean, firm palate sug-
gests dried cherry, blood orange and a hint of star 
anise alongside grainy, drying tannins that leave an 
extremely astringent close. LNJ Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

87 Tenuta Rocca 2017 Bussia (Barolo). Whiffs 
of scorched earth, toasted oak and espresso 

form the subdued nose. The dense palate offers 
sour cherry, roasted coffee bean and powdered sage 
alongside tightly wound, astringent tannins that 
clench the finish. Drink after 2024. Votto Vines 
Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

86 Boasso 2017 del Comune di Serralunga 
d’Alba (Barolo). Aromas of scorched earth, 

spice and game slowly emerge from the glass. The 
robust, one-dimensional palate shows dried berry, 
sage and clove alongside assertive tannins while 
scorching alcohol throws it off balance. Matinicus 
Wines, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

86 Boasso 2017 Margheria (Barolo). This has 
aromas of resin, cake spice and game. The 

tight, raw palate offers unripe sour cherry, licorice 
and coffee bean alongside bracing, astringent tan-
nins. The heat of evident alcohol dominates the 
close. Matinicus Wines, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

86 Gomba Boschetti 2017 Barolo. Aromas of 
toasted oak, scorched earth and roasted 

coffee bean slowly emerge from the glass. The lean, 
tight palate offers sour cherry, espresso and a green 
note recalling powdered sage. Assertive, drying tan-
nins leave a raw finish. Santa Maria Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

BARBARESCO

92 Produttori del Barbaresco 2016 Ovello 
Riserva (Barbaresco). Aromas of raspberry 

jam, scorched earth, star anise and wild herb follow 
over to the brawny palate along with dried cherry 
and a hint of fennel. Taut, fine-grained tannins pro-
vide ample support. Drink sooner rather than later 
to capture the freshness. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

91 Produttori del Barbaresco 2017 Barbaresco. 
Underbrush, powdered mint and balsamic 

notes of camphor segue over to the full-bodied pal-
ate along with dried cherry, star anise and toasted 
hazelnut. Taut, fine-grained tannins provide sup-
port. This shows the heat of the vintage so drink 
sooner rather than later to capture the remaining 
fruit and freshness. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

NORTHEAST ITALY
SAUVIGNON

95 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige Valle Isarco). This focused, cool cli-

mate white has classic aromas of elderflower, goose-
berry and tropical fruit along with alpine herb and 
smoke. Crisp and savory, the racy palate has great 
tension and intensity, featuring juicy grapefruit, 
white peach and pineapple alongside savory mineral 
notes suggesting saline and crushed stone. Drink 
through 2024. Abbazia di Novacella USA. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

95 Cantina Produttori San Michele Appiano 
2019 Sanct Valentin Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 

There’s a reason why this enticing, elegantly struc-
tured wine is one of Italy’s most iconic whites. It 
opens with heady aromas of fragrant white wild 
flower, citrus, alpine herb and hazelnut while the 
delicious, racy palate features juicy white grape-
fruit, nectarine, fennel and savory mineral notes. A 
lemon drop note lingers on the finish. Drink through 
2029. Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

93 Nals Margreid 2019 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Tempting aromas of hawthorn, citrus, tropi-

cal fruit and a whiff of bread dough invite you to 
dive in. Boasting a great depth of flavor, the deli-
cious palate doles out ripe peach, grapefruit and 
lemon drop alongside zesty acidity. Hints of fennel 
and saline linger on the close. The Country Vinter. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 
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92 Elena Walch 2019 Vigna Castel Ringberg 
Sauvignon (Alto Adige). From one of the 

storied vineyard sites in Alto Adige, this radiant, 
elegant white offers aromas of elderflower, tropi-
cal fruit, citrus and a hint of toasted nut. On the 
savory, focused palate, fresh acidity accompanies 
juicy grapefruit, pineapple slice and white almond 
before a tangy, saline close. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Gump Hof Markus Prackwieser 2019 Praesu-
lis Sauvignon (Alto Adige). Tangy and crisp, 

this Sauvignon has aromas of citrus, elderflower, 
alpine herb and wet stone. Savory and vibrant, the 
juicy palate features ripe yellow stone fruit, white 
grapefruit and pineapple alongside crisp acidity. 
Saline mineral notes further energize the finish. In-
know-ology. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

92 Kornell 2018 Oberberg Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of elderflower, citrus and 

white stone fruit mingle with whiffs of alpine herb. 
Linear and racy, the tangy, savory palate features 
succulent white grapefruit, yellow peach, pineapple 
and lemon drop before a saline finish. Maritime 
Wine Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Nals Margreid 2020 Gennen Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Heady aromas of white spring 

flower, peach, tropical fruit and the barest whiff of 
fresh bread dough come to the forefront. Savory and 
poised, the bright palate features succulent white 
grapefruit, pineapple and white peach before a crisp 
fennel finish. The Country Vinter. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

92 Tiefenbrunner 2019 Turmhof Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Aromas suggesting hazelnut, 

grapefruit, chopped celery and alpine herb mingle 
with whiffs of chamomile. The grapefruit note car-
ries on to the savory, elegant palate along with 
candied lemon drop, ripe apricot and a note of but-
terscotch. Tangy acidity brightens the rich flavors. 
LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 Erste Neue 2019 Puntay Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). White spring flower, grapefruit and 

alpine herb aromas come to the forefront. The 
grapefruit aroma carries over to the tangy, savory 
palate along with yellow peach and pineapple before 
a closing on a hint of saline. Bright acidity keeps it 
balanced and crisp. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

91 Girlan 2019 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). Elder-
flower and tropical fruit aromas align with 

alpine herb. The savory palate features crunchy 
gooseberry, grapefruit and pineapple set against 
crisp acidity. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Cantina Kurtatsch 2019 KOFL Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of crushed alpine 

herb, graphite and gooseberry shape the nose. Full-
bodied and enveloping, the palate boasts poise and 
flavor, featuring ripe peach, grapefruit and a hint 
of hazelnut before closing on a tangy saline note. 
North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Elena Walch 2020 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Intense varietal aromas of elderflower, 

gooseberry, citrus and wild herb are front and cen-
ter. Vibrant and linear, the racy palate features juicy 
grapefruit, yellow peach and tangy saline alongside 
crisp acidity. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Falkenstein 2018 Valle Venosta Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of tropical fruit, 

pressed white wild flower and dill form the nose 
along with a hint of toasted nut. Fermented and 
aged in acacia barrels, the tangy palate offers grape-
fruit, hazelnut and dried pineapple slice alongside 
bright acidity. It closes on a candied lemon drop 
note. Schatzi Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

90 Franz Gojer-Glögglhof 2020 Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of white flower, hay 

and tomato leaf lead the nose. The fragrant, elegant 
palate offers white peach, grapefruit and alpine herb 
alongside bright acidity. Oliver McCrum Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

89 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2019 Mock Sau-
vignon (Alto Adige). Elderflower, citrus and 

tropical fruit aromas waft out of the glass. Reflect-
ing the nose, the tangy palate features juicy grape-
fruit, gooseberry and a hint of fennel alongside crisp 
acidity. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

89 Castelfeder 2019 Raif Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Crisp and tangy, this opens with 

varietal aromas of elderflower, grapefruit and goose-
berry. The aromas follow through to the vibrant, 
medium-bodied palate along with a hint of kiwi. 
Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Girlan 2019 Flora Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of grapefruit and a whiff of hazel-

nut carry over to the full-bodied palate along with 
fennel and hay before a candied lemon drop finish. 
Bright acidity keeps it fresh. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

89 Niedrist 2019 Porphir & Kalk Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). This ripe, full-bodied white 

suggests aromas of tropical fruit, nut and citrus. 
Reflecting the nose, the tangy, full-bodied palate is 
reminiscent of grapefruit and ripe pineapple before 
closing on a hint of almond. Oliver McCrum Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

88 Cantina Produttori San Michele Appiano 
2017 The Wine Collection Sauvignon (Alto 

Adige). Fermented and aged in barrique and ton-
neau, this has aromas of French oak, toasted nut 
and whiffs of camphor. The palate is full-bodied 
but lean in terms of fruit richness, showing but-
terscotch, coffee and a hint of graphite while grape-
fruit and the barest hint candied lemon drop stay in 
the background. It closes on a bitter walnut note. 
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $216 

RIESLING

95 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Praepositus Ries-
ling (Alto Adige). Ripe yellow stone fruit, 

citrus, tropical fruit and graphite are just some of 
the aromas you’ll find on this fragrant, beautiful 
white. Mouthwateringly delicious, the radiant pal-
ate delivers juicy grapefruit, apricot, lemon drop 
and a hint of pineapple alongside flinty, almost 
smoky mineral notes. A saline note on the finish 
leaves you wanting more. Abbazia di Novacella USA. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

91 Alois Lageder 2019 Rain Riesling (Alto Adige). 
Racy and full of personality, this has aromas 

of yellow spring flower, apricot and yeasty whiffs 
of bread dough. The dry, savory palate delivers 
ripe apricot, unsweetened lemon drop and a hint 
of hazelnut before a tangy saline close. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

91 Erste Neue 2020 Riesling (Alto Adige). Aro-
mas of yellow stone fruit and honeysuckle 

lead the nose along with a whiff of aromatic herb. 
Racy and linear, the savory palate has energy and 
flavor, offering juicy apricot, white grapefruit and 
saline alongside vibrant acidity. T. Edward Wines 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

91 Nals Margreid 2019 Pitzon Riesling (Alto 
Adige). Apricot, citrus and white rose aromas 

shape the nose along with a whiff of petrol. Savory 
and medium-bodied, the palate offers ripe pineap-
ple, grapefruit and a hint of honeyed almond accom-
panied by tangy acidity. The Country Vinter. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

90 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2019 Riesling 
(Alto Adige). Elderflower, alpine herb and 

citrus aromas are front and center on this vibrant 
white. Bright and linear, the savory palate offers 
ripe apricot, juicy grapefruit, rosemary and saline 
notes alongside tangy acidity. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Falkenstein 2018 Valle Venosta Riesling 
(Alto Adige). Fermented and aged in acacia 

barrels, this has aromas of honey, resin and apri-
cot. The aromas follow over to the palate along with 
hazelnut before finishing on both candied and bitter 
notes. Schatzi Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 
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KERNER

95 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Praepositus 
Kerner (Alto Adige Valle Isarco). For full 

review see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

93 Nals Margreid 2019 Fels Kerner (Alto Adige). 
The nose is a bit shy but the full-bodied, 

delicious palate is compelling, delivering ripe 
apricot, yellow peach and juicy grapefruit before a 
savory, smoky mineral finish. Crisp acidity keeps it 
focused and energized. The Country Vinter. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Franz Gojer-Glögglhof 2019 Karneid Kerner 
(Alto Adige). Jasmine, citrus and yellow 

stone-fruit aromas emerge from the glass. The 
bright, structured palate offers grapefruit, tangy 
blood orange and ginger alongside refreshing acid-
ity. Oliver McCrum Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2019 Carned Kerner 
(Alto Adige). Grapefruit, botanical herb and 

tropical fruit aromas are front and center. Savory 
and full-bodied, the tangy palate features pineap-
ple, lime and flinty mineral alongside bright acidity. 
Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

92 Pacher Hof 2019 Kerner (Alto Adige Valle 
Isarco). This lovely white has heady aromas 

of white spring wild flower, apricot, alpine herb and 
a whiff of hazelnut. Showing flavor and finesse, the 
crisp, dry palate features creamy pear, white peach 
and a hint of lemon drop alongside a tangy saline 
note. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

91 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2019 Kerner (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of citrus, white spring flower 

and wet stone lead the nose. Chiseled and focused, 
the savory, vibrant palate offers juicy grapefruit, 
apricot and saline mineral notes alongside crisp 
acidity. Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Castelfeder 2020 Lahn Kerner (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). Citrus and yellow stone fruit 

aromas lead the nose. On the racy palate, crisp acid-
ity accompanies white grapefruit, dill and unripe 
apricot before wrapping up on notes of saline and 
bitter almond. Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Kurtatsch 2019 Kerner (Alto Adige). This 
has a subdued aromas suggesting wild herb, 

beeswax and citrus. On the rounded palate, fresh 
acidity accompanies ripe yellow apple and honeyed 
notes. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Weingut Niklas 2019 Luxs Kerner (Alto 
Adige). This opens with aroma of suggesting 

white rose, lime and saline. The aromas follow over 

to the brisk, linear palate along with smoke, nutmeg 
and grapefruit. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

MÜLLER-THURGAU

95 Tiefenbrunner 2018 Feldmarschal Von 
Fenner Müller-Thurgau (Alto Adige). Made 

from sky-high vineyards situated at 3,280 feet 
above sea-level, this radiant white opens with 
enticing scents of white spring flower, yellow stone 
fruit, alpine herb and mountain hay. The medium-
bodied palate is full of flavor and finesse, delivering 
ripe yellow peach, apricot and a dollop of vanilla. A 
hazelnut note lingers on the finish alongside crisp 
acidity and saline mineral notes. Enjoy now–2028. 
LLS–Winebow. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Tiefenbrunner 2019 Fledmarschall Von 
Fenner Müller-Thurgau (Alto Adige). Aro-

mas of hazelnut, ripe stone fruit and cedar form the 
nose. Elegantly structured, the fragrant, savory pal-
ate has focus and body, featuring a lovely depth of 
flavors including ripe yellow peach, white grapefruit 
and lemon drop before a tangy mineral finish. Fresh 
acidity keeps it balanced. LLS–Winebow. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

91 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Müller-Thurgau 
(Alto Adige Valle Isarco). Fragrant spring 

wildflower, tropical fruit and apricot aromas mingle 
with whiffs of citrus on this tangy white. It’s bright 
and savory, offering white grapefruit, yellow peach 
and juicy pineapple before a baking spice close. 
Racy acidity keeps it focused and balanced. Abbazia 
di Novacella USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

PINOT BIANCO

94 Nals Margreid 2019 Sirmian Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Creamy and delicious, this 

elegantly structured white opens with inviting 
aromas that recall sun warmed hay, chamomile, 
ripe pear and freshly prepared bread dough. The 
full bodied, rounded palate features mature apple, 
hazelnut, baking spice and savory saline mineral 
notes alongside fresh acidity. The Country Vinter. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

92 Gump Hof Markus Prackwieser 2019 Praesu-
lis Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). Toasted nut, 

hay and citrus aromas slowly take shape on this 
serious white along with a whiff of smoke. Full-
bodied and boasting depth, the elegantly structured 
palate delivers creamy yellow pear, grapefruit and 
lemon zest accompanied by bright acidity before 
closing on a flinty note. Drink through 2027. In-
know-ology. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Nals Margreid 2019 Berg Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Savory and inviting, this stunning 

white has aromas of warm hay, ripe pear and a hint 
of nut. Reflecting the nose, the poised, delicous pal-
ate is creamy and crisp, featuring out ripe apple, 
hazelnut and bread dough before a lemon drop fin-
ish. The Country Vinter. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

91 Elena Walch 2019 Kristalberg Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of hazelnut, cedar and 

white stone fruit form the nose along with whiffs of 
French oak. On the linear, elegantly structured pal-
ate, sensations including butterscotch, coconut and 
toasted nut surround ripe yellow apple and a hint 
of pineapple. Tangy acidity keeps it nicely balanced. 
USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

91 Franz Gojer-Glögglhof 2019 Karneid Pinot 
Bianco (Alto Adige). White flower, Bartlett 

pear and alpine herb lead the way. The bright, 
savory palate offers white peach, lemon zest and 
ginger alongside crisp acidity. Oliver McCrum 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Kurtatsch 2019 Hofstatt Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Fragrant and savory, this starts off 

with inviting aromas of freshly baked bread, ripe 
orchard fruit and whiffs of alpine herb. Aged in large 
oak casks, the full-bodied palate features ripe apri-
cot, unsweetened lemon drop and hazelnut framed 
in bright acidity. Drink through 2024. Vineyard 
Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Nals Margreid 2019 Penon Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of hay, ripe pear and hazel-

nut waft out of the glass. The aromas follow through 
to the full-bodied, savory palate along with mature 
apple and lemon drop. It’s balanced, with fresh 
acidity. The Country Vinter. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 Pfitscher 2019 Langfeld Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). For full review see page 26. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Elena Walch 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Dry and savory, this has aromas 

of hawthorn, white stone fruit and a whiff of nut. 
Reflecting the nose, the elegant, medium-bodied 
palate doles out ripe pear, apple and hazelnut along-
side tangy acidity. USA Wine West. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Erste Neue 2019 Puntay Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Fermented and aged in large bar-

rels, this has delicate aromas of hay, hazlenut and 
mature yellow apple. The full-bodied palate shows 
elegant restraint, suggesting ripe Bartlett pear, 
lime and toated walnut alongside fresh acidity. T. 
Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $31 
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90 Tiefenbrunner 2020 Merus Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Pretty aromas of hawthorn 

and mature white stone fruit shape the nose. On 
the poised palate, bright acidity accomapanies ripe 
yellow pear, nectarine and a hazelnut note. LLS–
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Tiefenbrunner 2019 Anna Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Delicate aromas of oak, toasted nut 

and mature white stone fruit waft out of the glass. 
The medium-bodied palate is both creamy and 
crisp, offering flavors of ripe yellow pear, apple and 
hazelnut alongside bright acidity. LLS–Winebow. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 St. Pauls 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Floral aromas of wisteria mingle with ripe 

white stone fruit. Racy and linear, the vibrant pal-
ate recalls ripe peach and green apple before a white 
almond close. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Castelfeder 2019 Vom Stein Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). This Pinot Bianco has aromas 

of white spring flower, grapefruit, hazlenut and a 
whiff of graphite. The linear palate isn’t as expres-
sive as the nose, suggesting Meyer lemon, pear and 
saline alongside bright acidity. Bacchanal Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Erste Neue 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Delicate but inviting aromas suggesting 

hawthorn, nut and white stone fruit form the nose. 
Mirroring the aromas, the fresh palate features yel-
low pear, nectarine and hazelnut alongside bright 
acidity. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

88 Falkenstein 2018 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
This opens with aromas recalling toasted 

nut, oak and yellow apple. Fermented and aged in 
large acacia casks, the medium-bodied palate offers 
yellow apple, hazelnut and chamomile alongside 
bright acidity. Schatzi Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

88 Girlan 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
White spring flower and white stone fruit 

aromas lead the nose. On the tangy, refreshing pal-
ate, bright acidity accompanies green apple, white 
peach and a hint of lemon drop before closing on a 
hazelnut note. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2020 Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Hawthorn, hay and apple 

aromas shape the nose. Crisp and savory, the pal-
ate doles out ripe yellow apple, hazelnut and tangy 
saline before a lemony close. Omniwines Distribu-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Kettmeir 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Yellow pear and hazelnut aromas carry on 

to the racy palate along with hints of lemon zest. 
A savory hint of saline wraps up the close. Santa 
Margherita USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Muri-Gries 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Floral and fruity aromas of hawthorn, 

banana and ripe pear come to the forefront. Creamy 
and tangy, the medium-bodied palate offers mature 
apple, hazelnut and a hint of lemon drop alongside 
fresh acidity. A saline note lingers on the close. 
Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Kornell 2019 Eich Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). 
Surprisingly aromatic for Pinot Bianco, this 

has aromas of elderflower, grapefruit and white 
stone fruit that bring to mind Sauvignon. The 
grapefruit aroma carries over to the lean, racy palate 
along with suggestions pear set against brisk acid-
ity. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Niedrist 2019 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). Aro-
mas of toasted hazelnut, scorched earth and 

oak lead the nose. The aromas carry over to the full-
bodied palate along with a hint of yellow apple skin 
and tangy acidity. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Rottensteiner 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). alpine hay and white stone fruit 

aromas form the nose. Reflecting the aromas, the 
straightforward, refreshing palate suggests yel-
low pear, chamomile and a hint of nut. Buon Gusto 
Imports INC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

PINOT GRIGIO

90 Castelfeder 2019 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Delicately scented, this has aromas of white 

stone fruit, citrus and mountain hay. The rounded, 
medium-bodied palate features ripe pear, candied 
lemon drop and hazelnut alongside tangy acidity. 
Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Elena Walch 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Savory and bright, this lovely white has 

aromas of white stone fruit and whiffs of white 
spring flower. Reflecting the nose, the tangy palate 
doles out ripe yellow pear, creamy apple and a hint 
of nectarine before a clean, dry close. USA Wine 
West. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Pacher Hof 2019 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige 
Valle Isarco). Aromas suggesting oak, hazel-

nut, cedar and grapefruit lead the nose. On the 
tangy, linear palate, racy acidity accompanies Meyer 
lemon, Golden apple and yellow pear alongside a 
dollop of vanilla. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

89 Cantina Tramin 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). alpine hay, white stone fruit and 

botanical herb aromas shape the nose. The creamy, 
enjoyable palate offers yellow pear, acacia honey 
and beeswax alongside mild acidity before a citrusy 
close. LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

89 Girlan 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). Deli-
cate aromas recalling freshly prepared bread 

dough and ripe stone fruit lift out of the glass. On 
the bright palate, hints of bitter almond and citrus 
accent a core of yellow apple. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Kettmeir 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of bread dough, hawthorn and hon-

eydew melon form the inviting nose. Savory and 
medium-bodied, the tangy palate suggests Bartlett 
pear and yellow apple before a slightly nutty close. 
Santa Margherita USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Mezzacorona 2019 Castel Firmian Riserva 
Pinot Grigio (Trentino). Chamomile, toasted 

nut and hay aromas form the delicate nose. On the 
linear rather lean palate, bright acidity accompanies 
yellow apple, unsweetened lemon drop and the bar-
est hint of butterscotch. A bitter almond note sig-
nals the close. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 St. Pauls 2020 Loss Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of oak, butterscotch and 

yellow apple follow over to the racy palate along 
with lemon and saline notes. Crisp acidity gives it a 
clean finish. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2019 Pinot Gri-
gio (Alto Adige). This opens with subtle 

aromas of ripe pear, white spring wild flower and 
a yeasty whiff of bread dough. Round and medium-
bodied, the palate mirrors the nose, offering ripe 
yellow apple, Bartlett pear and white almond along-
side moderate acidity. Matchvino. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Erste Neue 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of hawthorn and ripe white stone 

fruit lead the way along with whiffs of nut. Reflect-
ing the nose, the medium-bodied palate suggests 
chamomile, dried apple slice and a hint of fennel 
before a bitter almond close. T. Edward Wines Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

88 Kornell 2019 Gris Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Dry and linear, this has subtle aromas 

recalling hawthorn and white stone fruit. On the 
crisp palate, suggestions of bitter almond and 
graphite accent yellow pear. Maritime Wine Trading 
Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 
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88 Kris 2020 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). For 
full review see page 34. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Kurtatsch 2019 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of white stone fruit and hawthorn 

waft out of the glass. The tangy palate doles out ripe 
yellow pear, nectarine and candied tangerine drop 
alongside soft acidity. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Mezzacorona 2020 Castel Firmian Pinot Gri-
gio (Trentino). Ripe pear and white spring 

wildflower aromas mingle together in the glass. The 
tangy palate offers creamy yellow apple and nec-
tarine before a crisp, lemony close. Prestige Wine 
Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Muri-Gries 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of white spring flower, pear and 

honeydew melon lead the nose. On the tangy palate, 
bright acidity accompanies white peach and green 
apple. Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Tiefenbrunner 2020 Pinot Grigio (Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti). Aromas of green apple and 

honyedew melon follow over to the light-bodied 
palate along with a hint of white almond. Tangy 
acidity keeps it bright. LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Tiefenbrunner 2019 Turmhof Pinot Grigio 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of oak and toasted 

hazelnut carry over to the palate along with ripe 
yellow apple and lemon. Bright acidity lends energy 
and freshness. LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Alois Lageder 2019 Terra Alpina Pinot Grigio 
(Vigneti delle Dolomiti). This has aromas of 

ripe white stone fruit, hawthorn and toasted hazel-
nut. Reflecting the nose, the brisk, light-bodied 
palate recalls yellow pear, lemon zest and bitter 
almond. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2020 Pinot Grigio 
(Alto Adige). This has a shy nose that even-

tually reveals whiffs of pear and white spring flower. 
The bright, medium-bodied palate recalls ripe apri-
cot and mature yellow apple. Omniwines Distribu-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

87 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2019 Soll Pinot Grigio 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of toasted nut follow 

over to the palate along with cedar and ripe yellow 
apple. It closes on a bitter almond note. Omniwines 
Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

87 Mezzacorona 2020 Estate Bottled Pinot 
Grigio (Trentino). This enjoyable white has 

aromas of hawthorn and ripe white stone fruit. On 
the refreshing palate, bright acidity accompanies 

yellow pear, apple and citrusy notes. Prestige Wine 
Imports Corp. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

87 Pighin 2019 Pinot Grigio (Collio). This has 
subtle aromas of white spring flower, pear 

and a whiff of hay. On the round palate, soft acidity 
accompanies ripe Rennet apple, candied lemon slice 
and a hint of almond. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Zenato 2020 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). 
White spring flower and pear aromas form 

the delicate nose. Reflecting the aromas, the tangy, 
light-bodied palate offers yellow apple and a hint of 
Meyer lemon before closing on a note recalling bit-
ter almond. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Kellerei Auer 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
This simple white has subtle aromas sug-

gesting white spring wild flower, freshly cut grass 
and a hint of pear. The lean, rather diluted palate 
offers the barest suggestions of yellow apple and 
lemon zest alongside brisk acidity. Schenk Wines 
USA. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

82 Gancia 2020 Pinot Grigio (Delle Venezie). 
This extremely informal white has subtle 

aromas suggesting yellow pear and walnut. The aro-
mas follow over to the light-bodied, rather diluted 
palate alongside brisk acidity. Roust. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

WHITE BLENDS

89 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2019 Quintessenz 
(Alto Adige). Aged in large casks and ton-

neau, this has subtle aromas of toasted oak, cedar 
and a whiff of nut. The elegantly formed palate is 
rather lean in terms of fruit richness, offering bitter 
yellow apple skin, coffee bean and vanilla before a 
candied lemon drop close. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

88 Livio Felluga 2017 Illivio (Friuli Colli Orien-
tali). A blend of Pinot Bianco, Chardonnay 

and Picolit, this opens with aromas of oak, baking 
spice and a whiff of orchard fruit. The ripe pal-
ate offers butterscotch, candied apple and toasted 
hazelnut. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

OTHER WHITE WINES

94 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Sylvaner (Alto 
Adige Valle Isarco). Racy and delicious, this 

breathtakingly beautiful white has enticing aromas 
of fragrant white flower, Bartlett pear, wild herb and 
hints of smoky flint. Vibrant and loaded with flavor 
and finesse, the tangy palate delivers creamy yellow 
apple, white peach and lemon drop alongside crisp 

acidity. It closes on a savory, almost salty mineral 
note. Drink through 2024. Abbazia di Novacella 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

94 Abbazia di Novacella 2019 Praepositus 
Grüner Veltliner (Alto Adige Valle Isarco). 

Aromas of graphite, Meyer lemon, smoke and yel-
low peach follow over to the focused, savory palate 
along with hazelnut and white pepper notes. Racy 
acidity gives it great tension and precision. Abbazia 
di Novacella USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

92 Abbazia di Novacella 2020 Grüner Veltliner 
(Alto Adige Valle Isarco). Fresh and linear, 

this dazzling white has aromas of ripe white stone 
fruit, wild alpine herb and the barest hint of graph-
ite. Tangy and bright, the dry palate offers apple, 
pear and citrus alongside crisp acidity. A hint of 
flinty mineral marks the close. Abbazia di Novacella 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Livio Felluga 2019 Friulano (Friuli Colli Ori-
entali). Aromas of pear, hay and hazelnut 

lead the way. The savory palate offers white peach, 
lemon zest and bitter almond alongside bright acid-
ity. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

ROSATO

91 Elena Walch 2020 20/26 Rosé (Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti). Rose, red berry citrus and botani-

cal herb aromas lift out of the glass. On the vibrant, 
savory palate, crisp acidity accompanies sour 
cherry, juicy peach and hints of fennel before an 
almond close. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

LOMBARDY
LUGANA

94 Marangona 2019 Tre Campane (Lugana). 
One of the most authentic expressions of 

native grape Turbiana, this has inviting aromas of 
chamomile, yellow apple, hazelnut and a whiff of 
wet stone. Poised and savory, the focused palate 
features white peach, Bartlett pear, salty mineral 
and a hint of fennel alongside tangy acidity. Made 
with organically grown grapes, it’s so delicious. Oli-
ver McCrum Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

93 Marangona 2020 Lugana. Aromas of white 
stone fruit, spring wild flower and a whiff 

of hazelnut come to the forefront on this dry, tangy 
white. Made with organically farmed grapes, the 
savory palate delivers ripe apple, peach and a hint of 
lemon drop while notes of saline and white almond 
wrap up the finish. Bright acidity keeps it fresh. A 
fantastic wine. Matchvino. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 
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92 Ottella 2020 Le Creete (Lugana). For full 
review see page 20. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13% Price: $22 

92 Ottella 2018 Molceo Riserva (Lugana). Aro-
mas of toasted hazelnut, yellow wild flower, 

grilled herb and stone fruit waft out of the glass. On 
the tangy palate, bright acidity accompanies yellow 
peach, candied lemon drop and saline before a bitter 
almond close. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Cà dei Frati 2020 I Frati (Lugana). Aromas 
of white spring flower, citrus and wild herb 

waft out of the glass. Tangy and crisp, the savory, 
linear palate delivers juicy white grapefruit, yel-
low peach, fennel and dill alongside bright acidity. 
Ethica Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Feliciana 2020 Felugan (Lugana). Highly 
reminiscent of Sauvignon Blanc, this opens 

with aromas of elderflower, citrus and tropical fruit. 
The rounded, savory palate doles out juicy grape-
fruit, gooseberry and yellow peach accompanied by 
tangy acidity. Ribevi Wine Int. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Ottella 2020 Lugana. For full review see page 
26. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Ottella 2019 Backtosilence (Lugana). Vinified 
like a red wine, with long skin maceration, 

this unusual white has aromas of orange rind, ripe 
apricot and wet stone that mingle with sensations 
recalling yeast. Fermented with wild yeasts and 
made with no added sulfites, the dry, smoky, min-
eral-driven palate suggests grapefruit and unsweet-
ened lemon drop alongside firm acidity before clos-
ing on a flinty note. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Cavalchina 2020 ’L Lac (Lugana). Aromas of 
elderflower, pineapple and grapefruit fol-

low over to the mouthwatering palate along with 
ripe yellow peach. It has a candied lemon drop 
finish while tangy acidity keeps it fresh. de Grazia 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 La Meridiana 2020 Lugana. Made with 
organically farmed grapes, this has subtle 

but alluring aromas of hay, botanical herb and ripe 
pear that mingle with yeasty bread dough notes. The 
savory, linear palate offers white peach and white 
almond before a tangy lemon drop and saline close. 
Vision Wine Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Allegrini 2019 Oasi Mantellina (Lugana). 
This has a shy nose but the tangy palate 

offers pineapple, white peach and tangerine zest. 
Bright acidity keeps it fresh and crisp. LUX Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Zenato 2020 San Benedetto (Lugana). 
Aromas of tropical fruit and honeysuckle 

lead the nose. On the tangy palate, vibrant acidity 
accompanies pineapple, grapefruit and a hint of bit-
ter almond. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Santi 2019 Folar (Lugana). Aromas suggest-
ing toasted nut, bread dough, chamomile and 

stone fruit waft out of the glass. The shy, straight-
forward palate suggests yellow apple skin, lemon 
zest and a hint of bitter almond alongside crisp 
acidity. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Seiterre 2020 Fantona (Lugana). Delicate 
aromas reminiscent of elderflower form 

the nose. On the light-bodied palate, brisk acidity 
accompanies grapefruit and gooseberry before a 
tangy close. Vino d’Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Menegotti 2020 Lugana. Delicateley 
scented, this has aromas recalling white 

spring flower and tropical fruit. The palate is on the 
lean side, suggesting yellow apple skin and Meyer 
lemon alongside brisk acidity. Vignaioli Selection. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

84 La Bollina 2020 Amaja (Lugana). Aromas 
of tropical fruit waft out of the glass. The 

brisk palate is extremely simple and rather mud-
dled, offering suggestions of ripe banana and bitter 
almond. Opera Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

84 La Bollina 2020 Noasca (Lugana). Mango 
and banana aromas lead the nose. The lean, 

rather diluted palate isn’t as expressive as the nose, 
recalling hints of pineapple, medicinal herb and 
bitter notes alongside brisk acidity. Opera Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

FRANCIACORTA

94 Mosnel NV Brut Nature (Franciacorta). 
Another radiant, pristine beauty from Fran-

ciacorta, this opens with inviting scents of chamo-
mile, white stone fruit and almond. The aromas 
carry over to the vibrant, elegantly sparkling palate 
along with lemon zest, fennel and mineral before a 
crisp, pristine finish. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

93 Camillucci NV Franciacorta. Dry and racy, 
this elegant sparkler has lovely aromas of 

spring flower, white stone fruit and a whiff of pie 
crust. Savory and vibrant, the palate is bright and 
creamy, doling out yellow apple, white peach, pastry 
cream and citrus zest alongside a foaming, continu-
ous mousse. It closes on an almond note. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

93 Marzaghe NV Superno D Zero (Franciacorta). 
Linear, crisp and pristine, this dosaggio zero 

has inviting aromas of Spanish broom, white stone 
fruit and citrus. The racy, bone-dry palate deliv-
ers yellow apple, peach and hints of vanilla before 
a mineral finish. Crisp acidity and a refined perlage 
provide the energized backdrop. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

RIVIERA DEL GARDA CLASSICO

92 Marangona 2019 Chiaretto Rosato (Riviera 
del Garda Classico). Inviting aromas of wild 

red berry, hay, chamomile and bread dough take 
center stage on this delicious rosato. Dry and tangy, 
the bright palate reveals crushed strawberry, juicy 
cherry, orange zest and a hint of fennel alongside 
crisp acidity. A saline note signals the close. Match-
vino. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Feliciana 2020 Chiaretto Feudo Rosato (Riv-
iera del Garda Classico). Spring wild flower, 

red berry and yellow stone fruit aromas leap out of 
the glass on this fun, fresh rosato. The tangy palate 
offers sour cherry, yellow peach and a hint of bak-
ing spice before finishing on a pink grapefruit note. 
Ribevi Wine Int. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 La Meridiana 2020 Valtenesi Chiaretto 
Rosato (Riviera del Garda Classico). Dry and 

savory, this delicately scented rosato offers aro-
mas suggesting red berry, wild flower and a whiff 
of bread dough. Crisp and refreshing, the vibrant 
palate features sour cherry, pomegranate and salty 
hints of saline before a clean, mouthwatering close. 
Vision Wine Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

ABRUZZO
TREBBIANO

93 Amorotti 2018 Trebbiano d’Abruzzo. Picture 
yourself running through a field of chamo-

mile, with the warm summer sun beating down—
that’s what this smells like. It’s heady, inviting 
and utterly comforting. The medium-bodied pal-
ate brings more to the mix, dazzling in flavors of 
juicy yellow plum and Meyer lemon peel. There’s 
a crunchy mineral vein throughout, but it gains in 
intensity on the finish alongside a lingering floral 
note. Jan D’Amore Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

93 Ciavolich 2018 Fosso Cancelli (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). This rich Trebbiano sees time in 

both amphora and Slavonian oak, which add depth 
and earthiness to the tones of chamomile, hay, apri-
cot and red apple peel on the nose. Sultry flavors 
of chamomile and honeycomb wax blend with ripe 
orchard-fruit flavors on the medium-bodied palate, 
with dried field flowers ringing on the close. For 
all its weight, there’s impeccable balance as well, 
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making this an intoxicating sip to savor. Selected 
Estates of Europe Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

92 Nicodemi 2018 Notàri Superiore (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). From a hilltop site on the win-

ery’s estate in the Teramo hills, this white offers 
defined aromas of yellow plum, lemon peel, cham-
omile and thyme. It holds richness and tension 
in equal measure, deftly balancing a waxy texture 
between flavors of ripe yellow fruit and taut citrus. 
The floral and herb notes linger long on the finish. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

92 Tenuta Terraviva 2018 Mario’s 46 Superiore 
(Trebbiano d’Abruzzo). Rich aromas of 

chamomile, butterscotch, lemon candy and yellow 
plum compote make for a deep, sultry entry to this 
wine. It’s full in feel and luscious in yellow fruit 
flavors, all while well-integrated acidity hones the 
weight and elongates the finish. Vinea, INC. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

92 Torre dei Beati 2018 Bianchi Grilli per la Testa 
(Trebbiano d’Abruzzo). An intriguing mix of 

tomato leaf, thyme, chamomile, lemon peel and yel-
low plum starts off this intense white. A fifth of the 
wine saw time in acacia tonneau, with the rest in 
stainless steel, yielding a well-rounded palate that 
walks the line between richness and tension. The 
bright acidity wins out on the finish, bringing zesty 
lift to the herbal close. Artisan Wines, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

91 Torre Zambra 2019 Piana Marina Organic 
(Trebbiano d’Abruzzo). The nose of this white 

is cohesive yet delicate, with a pretty chamomile 
aroma at the fore backed by lemon peel and yellow 
plum. The medium-bodied palate boasts a mix of 
ripe yellow fruit alongside a dusting of fennel pol-
len and field flowers. There’s impeccable balance 
to it all, with taut acidity riding firmly in the back-
ground. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Talamonti 2019 Aternum (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). For full review see page 33. 

abv: 13% Price: $27 

89 Cantina Rapino 2019 Gira (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). There’a wild, feral edge to the 

aromas of plum, field flowers, lemon and hay on 
the nose. Tart yellow plum and richer spiced apple 
notes lend tension and breadth to the medium-
bodied palate, ending rather abruptly on the fin-
ish. Still, what’s there is a pleasing array of fruit 
and earth tones housed in a well-balanced package. 
Gladiator Wine Distribution. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

89 Cascina del Colle 2020 Bio Zero Trebbiano 
(Abruzzo). This organic Trebbiano offers a 

dazzling mix of chamomile, honeycomb and yellow 
plum compote on the nose. The ripe fruit strikes a 
nice balance on the medium-bodied palate, where 

beeswax and lemon zest lend grip and lift in equal 
measure. Wine 4 All. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

89 Cascina del Colle 2019 Duca Minimo (Treb-
biano d’Abruzzo). Gentle aromas of chamo-

mile, lemon peel and white peach carry a hint of 
butterscotch on the nose. The medium-bodied pal-
ate shows richness and levity in equal force, with 
tart yellow fruit and citrus flavors lifted by bright 
acidity and a flurry of chamomile. L&T Abruzzi 
Wine, LLC. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

89 Nicodemi 2019 Le Murate (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). Aromas of ripe yellow plum and 

apricot are at the fore of this wine, with a hint of 
thyme creeping in. It’s rounded in feel, with rich 
orchard fruit flavors encased in a waxy texture on 
the palate. Despite that, there’s very good balance 
to it all thanks to bright, zesty acidity. For the price, 
this is a solid entry-point to Trebbiano d’Abruzzo. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Olivastri Tommaso 2018 Santa Clara (Treb-
biano d’Abruzzo). Pretty aromas of lemon, 

honeycomb wax and white plum blend with a hint 
of walnut skin on the nose. There’s good breadth 
and richness to the medium-bodied palate, with 
juicy yellow fruit struck against taut acidity. Colline 
d’Italia. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Talamonti 2020 Trebì (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). For full review see page 38. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 Velenosi 2019 Prope (Trebbiano d’Abruzzo). 
This light-bodied white offers brisk flavors 

of white peach, yellow plum and a bevy of sun-
soaked field flowers. Zesty acidity keeps it lifted and 
bright. Divinitaly LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

87 Jasci 2020 Biologico (Trebbiano d’Abruzzo). 
Heady aromas of jasmine, chamomile and 

lavender are intense on the nose, almost soapy. The 
medium-bodied palate boasts ripe flavors of mango, 
guava and melon alongside a mix of flowers. The 
gently silky texture is well matched by bright acid-
ity. Massanois Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

87 Masciarelli 2020 Trebbiano d’Abruzzo. Deli-
cate aromas of apple and pear meld with a 

hint of chamomile in this straightforward yet enjoy-
able white. It’s light in profile, offering a pleasing 
mix of tart and ripe fruit, ending with a zap of brisk 
acidity. Vintus LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Barone Cornacchia 2020 Casanova Organic 
Superiore (Trebbiano d’Abruzzo). Aromas 

of chamomile, plum and pomelo carry to the light, 

zesty palate. The acidity is brisk and a bit sharp, and 
the finish comes a touch too quickly. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Fantini 2018 Trebbiano d’Abruzzo. This zesty 
white brings tones of white grape, pomelo 

and chopped herbs to the fore. It’s simple and juicy, 
ending brisk and clean. Empson USA Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

PECORINO

91 Cantina Rapino 2018 Gira Pecorino (Terre di 
Chieti). There’s a wild, feral vibe to this wine, 

yet it reins it in well. Aromas of dried field flowers, 
sliced orchard fruit and melon carry to the ener-
getic, medium-bodied palate where a chamomile 
tone arises in full force. White-tea-like tannins give 
a gentle grip to the palate, with a striking balance 
between the fresh acidity and ample body holding 
it all in place. Gladiator Wine Distribution. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 Ciavolich 2016 Fosso Cancelli Pecorino (Col-
line Pescaresi). Having spent time in both oak 

and amphora, this white is full, textural and deeply 
hued. Rich tones of hay, dried orchard fruit, chamo-
mile and honeycomb wax echo across the nose and 
palate. There’s an oolong-tea-like texture that gives 
it grip and presence. Drink now for best enjoyment. 
Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

91 Tenuta Terraviva 2019 ’Ekwo Pecorino (Abru-
zzo). After some swirling in the glass, this 

opens up to reveal coiled aromas of lemon rind, 
melon, chamomile and crushed stone on the nose. 
There’s impeccable balance to the medium-bodied 
palate, where a gentle white-tea-like texture sup-
ports flavors of dried yellow flowers, cantaloupe and 
lemon. Vinea, INC. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Torre dei Beati 2019 Giocheremo con i Fiori 
Pecorino (Abruzzo). Gentle, rounded aromas 

of cantaloupe, lemon and a bevy of field flowers waft 
from the glass. The medium-bodied palate brings 
together juicy shots of citrus and melon against a 
mildly waxy texture. There’s ample presence and lift 
to it all, making this a delightful entry point to the 
Pecorino variety. Artisan Wines, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Cantina Tollo 2020 Pecorino (Terre di Chi-
eti). Zesty aromas of pomelo, lemon and 

melon meet a chamomile accent on the nose of this 
white. It’s rounded and ripe in feel on the medium-
bodied palate, with coiled fruit flavors that show 
great lift and longevity. Enotec Imports, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 ILauri 2019 Avalos Pecorino (Colline Pesca-
resi). This medium-bodied white is zesty 

and fresh on the nose, displaying coiled aromas of 
lemongrass, white blossoms and crushed stone. 
There’s nice tension to the palate, where gently 
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rounded flavors of citrus and a hint of tropical fruit 
emerge, all held in check by a persistent zip of acid-
ity. PSP Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 Il Feuduccio Di S. Maria D’Orni 2019 Pecorino 
(Colline Teatine). Bright aromas of lemon 

and melon rind blend with struck flint and dried 
chamomile on the nose. There’s a pleasing interplay 
of texture and tension on the medium-bodied pal-
ate, where a creamy melon flavor is held in check 
by an elongated citrus-laden backbone. Accents of 
crushed stone and flowers linger on the finish. Emp-
son USA Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

90 Tenuta Secolo IX 2019 Pecorino (Colline 
Pescaresi). Well-honed aromas of hay, 

condensed chamomile tea and sliced pear grace 
the nose. The medium-bodied palate offers well-
rounded fruit flavors lifted by bright acidity. This 
shows very good lift and intensity from start to fin-
ish, making it a delicious pour for grilled fare and 
seafood. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Torre Raone 2019 Roane Pecorino (Colline 
Pescaresi). Ample intensity of citrus and 

mixed field flowers starts off this zesty Pecorino. 
The medium-bodied palate is studded with chamo-
mile and lemon rind, with a perfumed quality echo-
ing from start to finish. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Vini Casalbordino 2020 Terre Sabelli 
Pecorino (Terre di Chieti). A lively intensity 

of crushed stone, white grapefruit and chamomile 
graces the nose of this white. The coiled yellow fruit 
flavors are energized on the palate, with a rounded 
texture and tense acidity lending support. Grapes 
and Greens. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

89 Agriverde 2019 Eikos Biologico Pecorino 
(Terre di Chieti). Fresh, vibrant aromas of 

pomelo, melon and sliced pear carry to the play-
ful, medium-bodied palate. Rounded fruit flavors 
meld with a chamomile accent to yield a pleasantly 
full yet balanced white. Nicola Biscardo Selections. 
—A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Di Sipio 2020 Pecorino (Terre di Chieti). 
Bright aromas of melon, lemon and field 

flowers show zesty lift on the nose. The medium-
bodied palate is both juicy and taut in feel, with 
fleshy yellow plum and melon flavors enlivened by 
mouthwatering acidity. Vinovia Wine Group. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Fattoria Giuseppe Savini 2020 Rondineto 
Pecorino (Colli Aprutini). Gentle aromas of 

melon, citrus and chamomile carry to the rounded, 
juicy palate. It’s bright and zesty thanks to the 
mouthwatering acidity, with a citrus note lingering 
on the close. First Tier Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Olivastri Tommaso 2018 L’Ariosa Pecorino 
(Abruzzo). Aromas of butterscotch and but-

termilk meet a top note of chamomile on the nose. 
This is full and oily on the palate, lifted by gentle 
acidity. Despite its weight, there’s balance to be 
enjoyed, along with rich melon, pear and oolong tea 
flavors. Colline d’Italia. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Umani Ronchi 2019 Vellodoro Pecorino 
(Terre di Chieti). An explosion of creamed 

pear and pomelo blends with a hint of tropical fruit 
on the nose of this easy-to-like white. It’s full in 
feel, with a broad, oily texture that’s held in check 
by a gentle lemony zing. It ends creamy, but a bit 
thin on the finish. Still, this is quite enjoyable for 
its fruit intensity, texture and immediate appeal. 
Vineyard Brands. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Barone di Valforte 2020 Pecorino (Abru-
zzo). Fruity, easy aromas of juiced pear and 

lemon meld with delicate white flowers. This is 
rounded and juicy in feel, bolstered by bright, zesty 
acidity. More Than Grapes. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Fontefico 2019 La Carnaglia Superiore 
Pecorino (Abruzzo). The nose doesn’t give 

much away, yielding hints of dried flowers, lemon 
peel and crushed stone after time in the glass. The 
full-bodied palate is oily in texture, with latent 
acidity perking things up on the midpalate. For all 
that weight, it ends a bit short, but still shows a mix 
of body and fruit that many will enjoy. Steep Hill 
Importing. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 Talamonti 2020 Trabocchetto Pecorino 
(Abruzzo). This fruity yet fresh white offers 

tones of banana, pomelo and melon. It’s rounded in 
feel yet driven by taut acidity, making it a great can-
didate for seaside fare. Panebianco. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Torre Zambra 2019 Colle Maggio Pecorino 
(Abruzzo). There’s ample lift to the aromas 

of mixed field flowers, lemon oil and melon on the 
nose. The creamy palate offers rich melon and apple 
flavors blended with earthy specks of dried chamo-
mile. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Vini Casalbordino 2020 Villa Adami Pecorino 
(Terre di Chieti). Focused aromas of melon, 

lemongrass and crushed stone carry to the rounded, 
juicy palate. It’s lifted by pristine, bright acidity, 
making this end fresh and zesty. Grapes and Greens. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $36 

87 La Valentina 2019 Pecorino (Colline Pesca-
resi). Delicate aromas of lemon zest and 

melon rind are amped up by crushed stone and 
chamomile in this easygoing white. It’s light in feel 
on the palate, with brisk acidity pushing along the 

fruit flavors. It ends on a salty, savory note. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

86 Agricosimo 2017 Natura & Passione Pecorino 
(Colline Teatine). There’s a strong chemical 

and plastic aroma on the nose of this wine, which 
eventually blows off to reveal more classic Pecorino 
aromas of chamomile and melon. It has a waxy tex-
ture that carries rich fruit and floral flavors, with 
proper acidity to match. Prosapore. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

86 Podere Castorani 2020 Amorino Superiore 
Pecorino (Abruzzo). Aromas of dried hay 

and sun-soaked field flowers blend with a juiced 
apple note. It’s bright and piercing on the palate, 
with slightly dingy fruit flavors. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Valori 2019 Chiamami Quando Piove Bio 
Pecorino (Abruzzo). Very mild aromas of 

citrus and melon grace the nose. This is a brisk, 
lightly textured offering that shows slightly lazy 
fruit flavors on the palate. Masciarelli Wine Co. 
—A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Jasci 2020 Biologico Pecorino (Terre di Chi-
eti). Delicate aromas of candied flowers and 

orange water carry to the rather restrained palate. 
This is lacking in depth and drive, but makes for an 
easy-sipping white. Massanois Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

85 Poderi Costantini Antonio 2019 Pecorino 
(Abruzzo). Subdued citrus and melon tones 

mark the nose and palate. There’s bright acidity to 
balance against the rounded weight, with brisk flo-
ral and citrus tones marking the short finish. Tus-
can Vineyard Imports LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

83 Paride d’Angelo 2020 Pecorino (Abruzzo). 
Sharp aromas of dried grass and lemon carry 

to the medium-bodied palate. This doesn’t hold 
much fruit definition and comes off a bit oxidized. 
Matinicus Wines, LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

WHITE BLEND

87 Di Sipio 2019 Bianco (Colline Teatine). This 
blend of equal parts Pecorino, Falanghina 

and Trebbiano is heady on the nose in notes of 
gooseberry, guava, lychee and potpourri. There’s 
ample lift to the palate, where floral and tart fruit 
flavors ride along to a brisk finish. Vinovia Wine 
Group. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 
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CERASUOLO D’ABRUZZO

93 Amorotti 2018 Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo. Tightly 
coiled aromas of pomegranate, blood orange 

peel and fennel seed lead to a broad yet energized 
palate. Packed flavors of strawberry and melon rind 
are lifted by zesty citrus and brisk herbal accents. 
The intensity of fruit remains pristine and persis-
tent, indicating that this should hold well for later 
enjoyment. Drink now–2023. Jan D’Amore Wines. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Cantina Rapino 2019 Gira (Cerasuolo 
d’Abruzzo). Intense aromas of bramble 

berry, wild cherry, chopped mint and crushed stone 
drive the nose of this richly hued Cerasuolo. Dense 
berry and herb flavors glide along the textural, 
grippy palate, with bright acidity and a slick of wet 
stone lifting it up. Enjoy now–2022. Gladiator Wine 
Distribution. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

92 Ciavolich 2019 Fosso Cancelli (Cerasuolo 
d’Abruzzo). Partially fermented and aged 

in amphora, this Cerasuolo offers rich, smooth aro-
mas of strawberry and cherry flecked with crushed 
stone and chopped, mentholated herbs. It’s full 
and rounded, with a silken texture pushed along 
by tangy acidity and a mineral slick. The fruit pro-
gresses with ease from start to finish, remaining 
defined and vibrant all the way through the blood 
orange close. Selected Estates of Europe Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $33 

91 Torre dei Beati 2020 Rosa-ae (Cerasuolo 
d’Abruzzo). This vibrant cherry-hued Cera-

suolo shows concentrated aromas of freshly pressed 
cranberries and blackberries alongside dried hibis-
cus on the nose. It’s full and rounded on the palate 
yet deftly balanced by juicy acidity. The mix of fresh 
fruit and floral tones meets a gentle cocktail bitters 
note that lends balance. Artisan Wines, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

91 Vini Casalbordino 2020 Villa Adami (Cera-
suolo d’Abruzzo). Tightly wound aromas of 

cherry and strawberry meet a kiss of grapefruit on 
the nose. The medium-bodied palate is coiled in 
flavors of pomegranate and strawberry offset by a 
creamy texture. There’s ample lift thanks to vibrant 
acidity, with spice notes lingering on the close. 
Grapes and Greens. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

90 Barone Cornacchia 2019 Casanova Superiore 
Organic (Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). This deeply 

hued Cerasuolo dives into rich cherry and bramble 
berry tones on the nose and palate. It’s full in feel, 
yet well framed by teeming acidity and soft tannins. 
—A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Barone di Valforte 2020 Valforte Rosé 
(Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). Vibrant aromas of 

ripe cherry and raspberry blend with delicate pep-

pery spice and herbal accents on the nose. It’s juicy 
and full on the palate and balanced by plenty of 
tangy acidity, yet it leans rounded and pleasantly 
ripe in feel. Gentle earthy spice notes firm up the 
finish. More Than Grapes. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 Cantina Tollo 2020 Hedèos (Cerasuolo 
d’Abruzzo). A beautiful shade of cherry 

pink in the glass, this Cerasuolo offers aromas of 
freshly pressed red berries and steeped hibiscus. 
There’s ample depth to the fruit and floral flavors 
on the palate, with shots of crushed stone and pink 
grapefruit lending lift to the creamy palate. A gentle 
cocktail bitters note peppers the close. Highland 
Wine. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Di Sipio 2020 Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo. A blend 
of cherry and red apple aromas meets gen-

tle warm spice tones on the nose. Flavors of cherry, 
cola and rooibos define the full-bodied palate, with 
ample lift from vibrant acidity. This Cerasuolo saw 
time in stainless steel and barrique, which provides 
a balance between oaky spice tones and vibrant, 
defined fruit. Vinovia Wine Group. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Illuminati 2020 Lumeggio di Rosa (Cera-
suolo d’Abruzzo). Bright, bouncy aromas 

of cherry, watermelon and pomegranate blend with 
a subtle herbal accent on the nose. This is textural 
and round in feel, with a pleasing blend of juicy 
fruit, taut acidity and gentle tannins giving it life. 
Montcalm Wine Importers. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Velenosi 2019 Prope (Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). 
The color of fresh-pressed cherries, this 

tasty Cerasuolo offers flavors of mixed berry juice 
kick up with chopped mint. It’s full in feel on the 
palate, honed by a gentle grip of soft tannins and 
pushed along by zesty acidity. It straddles the line 
between the rosé and red wine categories in color 
and style, making it a versatile pour at the dinner 
table. Divinitaly LLC. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Fattoria Giuseppe Savini 2019 Rondineto 
(Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). Ripe melon and 

strawberry mix with blood orange peel in this plush 
Cerasuolo. It’s rounded and full in feel yet lifted by 
zesty orange-laden acidity. It’s a bold yet balanced 
offering that many will enjoy. First Tier Imports. 
—A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Talamonti 2020 Rosé (Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). 
For full review see page 37. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Tenuta Secolo IX 2019 Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo. 
Fresh, vibrant aromas of pressed cher-

ries and cranberries blend with alpine herbs and 
crushed stone on the nose. There’s ample lift to the 

medium-bodied palate, where tart mixed berries 
meet accents of juniper and white blossoms. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Vini Casalbordino 2019 Collezione Bordino 
(Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). Showing defined 

aromas of crushed strawberry and cranberry, this 
is delightfully lifted and intense on the nose. It’s 
rounded and juicy in feel on the palate, with a 
creamy melon flavor filling it out. Zesty grapefruit 
and a mineral backdrop contribute to a lifted finish. 
Grapes and Greens. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Contesa 2020 Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo. This 
Cerasuolo offers coiled red-berry flavors, 

with deft acidity cutting through the rounded pal-
ate. This is lean on fruit, but shows ample lift from 
tangy acidity. Vinifera Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Fantini 2019 Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo. A delicate 
strawberry-hull aroma carries to the brisk, 

zesty palate. This is tangy up front, with a creamier 
melon tone chiming in on the midpalate. Still, the 
acidity remains at the fore, giving ample lift to it all. 
Empson USA Ltd. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Illuminati 2020 Campirosa (Cerasuolo 
d’Abruzzo). This zesty, easygoing Cerasuolo 

brings brisk cherry and melon fruit to the fore. It’s 
an accessible version of the style that showcases the 
bright, bubbly fruit of the variety. Montcalm Wine 
Importers. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Jasci 2020 Biologico (Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). 
Aromas of candied banana, guava and white 

blossoms billow out of the glass. This is a rounded, 
full-bodied rosato that shows creamy melon and 
tropical fruit flavors. While there’s decent balance 
to it all, it ends a bit short, but is still quite enjoy-
able for its easy, fruity nature. Massanois Imports. 
—A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Olivastri Tommaso 2019 Marcantonio (Cera-
suolo d’Abruzzo). Ripe aromas of strawberry 

and guava blend with a hint of dried hay on the 
nose. There’s a creamy feel to the medium-bodied 
palate, with plenty of juicy acidity for balance, yet 
the red berry flavors seem a bit thin. Still, this is 
a well-balanced rosato that holds a soft framing of 
delicate tannins. Colline d’Italia. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

86 Fontefico 2019 Fossimatto Superiore (Cera-
suolo d’Abruzzo). Aromas of juiced cherries 

and blackberries blend with mixed wild herbs on 
the rather reserved nose of this Cerasuolo. There’s 
an ample feel to the palate, yet the fruit flavors 
remain demure. Dusty tannins mark the brisk fin-
ish. Steep Hill Importing. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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86 Valori 2019 Chiamami Quando Piove Bio 
(Cerasuolo d’Abruzzo). Subdued aromas 

of pomegranate and strawberry take some coaxing 
from the glass to release. The medium-bodied pal-
ate is bright and zesty, driven by tart red-berry and 
savory yeast flavors. Masciarelli Wine Co. Best Buy. 
—A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

OTHER ROSATOS

90 Umani Ronchi 2019 Centovie Rosato (Colli 
Aprutini). Cohesive aromas of melon and 

strawberry are lifted by zesty minerals and pom-
elo in this rosato made from Montepulciano. It’s 
rounded in feel yet juicy and lifted, making it an 
easy-to-like offering. Drink now for best enjoyment. 
Vineyard Brands. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

89 Cantina Frentana 2020 Vallevó Costa dei 
Trabocchi Rosato (Terre di Chieti). Made 

predominately from Montepulciano, this rosato 
offers a cohesive mix of lemon blossom, apricot and 
white grapefruit. There’s a gentle creaminess on the 
medium-bodied palate, with a blend of ripe and tart 
fruit that’s perked up by a brisk stony note. This 
would be a welcome pour alongside grilled vegeta-
bles or seafood. Wine Emporium. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

88 Masciarelli 2020 Rosato (Colline Teatine). 
Delicate aromas of strawberry and sour 

cherry are perked up by a gentle perfume of peppery 
spice on the nose. Broad flavors of melon and red 
berries carry the juicy, well-rounded palate, with 
accents of crushed stone and pink grapefruit lend-
ing lift. Vintus LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Cantina Zaccagnini 2020 Rosé (Colline Pes-
caresi). Demure aromas of pollen, white 

strawberry and dried reeds echo on the lightly 
rounded palate of this rosato. It ends short and 
savory on a gentle yeasty note. WinesU. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

OTHER CENTRAL ITALY
ORVIETO

93 Decugnano dei Barbi 2019 Mare Antico (Orvi-
eto Classico). A blend of Grechetto, Ver-

mentino, Chardonnay and a small amount of Pro-
canico, this has lovely aromas recalling hawthorn, 
white and yellow stone fruit. Tangy and focused, the 
savory, elegant palate features juicy yellow peach 
and a hint of grapefruit before a saline mineral 
close. Epic Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Barberani 2019 Castagnolo (Orvieto Clas-
sico Superiore). Aromas of Spanish broom, 

beeswax and yellow stone fruit form the delicate 
nose along with a hint of hazelnut. On the rounded 

palate, tangy acidity accompanies ripe yellow apple, 
mature peach and honeyed almond before a saline 
mineral close. Vinifera Imports. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

92 Decugnano dei Barbi 2019 Villa Barbi (Orvi-
eto Classico). Tangy and dry, this lovely 

white has aromas of white spring flower, ripe peach, 
bread dough and wild herb. Focused and savory, the 
palate delivers juicy apricot, creamy yellow apple, 
grapefruit and a saline mineral note. White almond 
and crystalized ginger mark the close while fresh 
acidity keeps it refreshing. Drink through 2024. 
Epic Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

91 Barberani 2017 Luigi e Giovanna (Orvieto 
Classico Superiore). Rounded and elegantly 

structured, this blend of 90% Grechetto and 10% 
Procanico has delicate aromas recalling cedar, 
Mediterranean brush and ripe stone fruit. Made 
with a small percentage of botrytis-affected grapes, 
the palate is rather rich, offering ripe yellow apple, 
hazelnut and dried pineapple slice before a hon-
eyed close. Tangy acidity brightens the rich flavors. 
Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

ROMAGNA

94 Tre Monti 2019 Vitalba Secco Albana 
(Romagna). Vinified in amphora and mac-

erated on the skins for 90 days, this compelling, 
amber-colored wine opens with heady aromas of 
ripe yellow stone fruit, ginger, cedar and vetiver. 
The full-bodied, delicious palate features dried 
apricot, tangerine zest, fennel and toasted hazelnut 
accompanied by tangy acidity. Truly unique, it’s full 
of personality and flavor. Drink through 2025. Bac-
chanal Wine Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

92 Tre Monti 2020 Vigna Rocca Albana Secco 
(Romagna). For full review see page 22. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

VERDICCHIO DEI CASTELLI  
DI JESI CLASSICO

95 Bucci 2019 Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Clas-
sico Superiore. Opening with enticing aro-

mas of Mediterranean herb, yellow spring flower, 
eucalyptus and citrus, this is gorgeous, gorgeous, 
gorgeous. It’s also delicious, delivering juicy yel-
low peach, fennel, white almond and the barest 
hint of grapefruit alongside tangy acidity. A mineral 
note suggesting saline adds depth. An absolutely 
phenomenal showing. Empson USA Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

94 Bucci 2017 Villa Bucci (Verdicchio dei Castelli 
di Jesi Classico). Aromas of yellow spring 

flower, beeswax, ripe stone fruit and hazelnut min-
gle together in the glass. On the rounded, envelop-
ing palate, honeyed mineral notes underscore ripe 
apricot, juicy white peach and lemon drop while 
white almond lingers on the finish. There’s so much 
going on here. Drink soon to capture the delicious, 
juicy fruit or hold for even more complexity. Drink 
through 2027. Empson USA Ltd. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $61 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Barberani 2020 Grechetto (Umbria). Tangy 
and crisp, this has aromas suggesting spring 

wild flower, white stone fruit and a whiff of vine-
yard dust. Made with organically grown grapes and 
vegan certified, it’s savory and linear, doling out 
ripe peach, juicy citrus and grilled herb alongside 
quenching acidity. It boasts mineral tension and fla-
vor, closing on notes of saline mineral and lemon 
drop. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

92 Tre Monti 2019 Piuttosto Trebbiano (Rubi-
cone). Vinified in cement, this orange wine 

sees 20 days of skin maceration. Made with organi-
cally farmed grapes, it has lovely aromas of dried 
Spanish broom, lychee crushed rock and a balsamic 
note of eucalyptus. Full-bodied and full of flavor, 
the smooth, concentrated palate doles out dried 
apricot, candied orange zest and a honeyed note. 
Tangy acidity brightens the rich flavors. It has a 
long fennel finish. Bacchanal Wine Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Cabreo 2018 La Pietra Chardonnay (Tos-
cana). This Chardonnay suggests aromas 

of butterscotch, cedar and white spring flower. The 
savory, linear palate offers candied lemon, tanger-
ine zest and hazelnut before a creamy butter finish. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

TOSCANA RED WINES

94 Duemani 2018 G. Punto Grenache (Toscana). 
Made with organically farmed Grenache, 

this offers enticing aromas of lead pencil, under-
brush, red-skinned berry and Mediterranean brush. 
The savory palate offers cassis, blood orange, clove 
and star anise alongside smooth, firm tannins. 
Drink through 2028. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $160 

94 Fattoria Le Pupille 2016 Poggio Valente 
(Toscana). Enticing aromas of blue flower, 

wild berry, forest floor and a hint of mocha form 
the fragrant nose. Elegant and savory, the medium-
bodied palate shows precision and class, featuring 
ripe Marasca cherry, cassis, star anise and almond 
alongside polished tannins. Drink through 2028. 
Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 
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94 Fattoria Le Pupille 2016 Saffredi (Toscana). 
For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Le Macchiole 2017 Scrio Syrah (Toscana). 
Aromas of scorched earth, cassis, leather 

and eucalyptus form the nose along with a whiff 
of lead pencil. On the forward palate, velvety, fine-
grained tannins accompany dried cherry, prune, 
black pepper and vanilla. Showing the heat of the 
vintage, this is already accessible but also offers 
several years or more of fine drinking. Enjoy through 
2027. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $210 

93 Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi 2016 Montesodi 
Sangiovese (Toscana). This smooth, savory 

Sangiovese has aromas of ripe black plum, violet 
menthol and a whiff of forest floor. The velvety, full-
bodied palate opens with ripe blackberry, Marasca 
cherry, baking spice and licorice before tightly knit, 
close-grained tannins show up and leave a firm fin-
ish. Drink 2023–2028. Shaw-Ross International 
Importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Duemani 2018 Altrovino (Toscana). A blend 
of organically grown Merlot and Cabernet 

Franc, this opens with aromas of cassis, under-
brush, bell pepper and bay leaf. The savory palate 
offers spiced blueberry, licorice and tobacco along-
side fine-grained tannins. Drink through 2029. Lyra 
Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

91 Castello di Meleto 2018 Parabuio Merlot 
(Toscana). Aromas of black-skinned berry, 

cedar and Mediterranean scrub lead the way on this 
100% Merlot. The polished palate offers licorice, 
Marasca cherry and espresso alongside firm, fine-
grained tannins. Drink 2022–2029. Golden Ram 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $200 

91 Duemani 2019 Cifra Cabernet Franc (Tos-
cana). Made with organically grown Caber-

net Franc, this opens with aromas of black plum, 
cedar and Mediterranean scrub. The bright, savory 
palate offers black currant, rhubarb, ground clove 
and star anise alongside polished tannins. Drink 
through 2026. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

91 Fattoria Fibbiano 2016 L’Aspetto (Toscana). A 
blend of Sangiovese and Canaiolo, this opens 

with aromas of red-skinned berry, cooking spice 
and hay. The fresh, juicy palate offers raspberry jam, 
clove and star anise alongside chewy tannins Best 
through 2026. Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

91 I Balzini 2017 White Label (Toscana). This 
blend of Sangiovese and Cabernet Sauvignon 

opens with aromas of black cherry, eucalyptus and 
leather. The savory palate offers spiced blueberry, 

tobacco and espresso alongside polished tannins. 
Drink through 2027. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $47 

91 Le Macchiole 2017 Messorio Merlot (Toscana). 
Aromas of French oak, grilled porcini, men-

thol and baked plum take shape in the glass. Full-
bodied and densely concentrated, the jammy palate 
offers toasted nut, roasted coffee bean, vanilla, dried 
cherry and prune alongside compact, close-grained 
tannins that clench the close. Give the tannins 
another year or two to unwind then drink sooner 
rather than later to capture the remaining fruit and 
freshness. Vintus LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $275 

91 Orma 2018 Toscana. Aromas of ripe dark-
skinned fruit, graphite and mocha lead the 

nose. A blend of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Cabernet Franc, the concentrated palate offers 
baked plum, cocoa, licorice and tobacco along-
side polished tannins. Drink through 2028. LLS–
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $109 

91 Petra 2016 Toscana. A blend of Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Merlot, this features aromas 

of ripe black plum, bell pepper and green pepper-
corn. The concentrated palate offers prune, mocha 
and tobacco alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2028. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $1 

91 Podere Sapaio 2017 Sapaio (Toscana). Cas-
sis, cedar and mocha aromas form the nose 

on this blend of organically farmed Cabernet Sau-
vignon, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. The con-
centrated palate delivers ripe black currant, licorice 
and black pepper alongside firm, close-grained tan-
nins. Drink 2023–2029. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Toscani 2017 Lumeo Syrah (Toscana). This 
Syrah has aromas recalling mature black-

skinned berry, underbrush and a hint of smoke. The 
juicy palate offers black currant, clove and black 
pepper alongside polished tannins. Drink through 
2027. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

91 Toscani 2016 O.T. (Toscana). Aromas of black 
plum, violet and tilled earth form the nose 

on this Syrah and Cabernet Franc blend. The con-
centrated, balanced palate features blackberry jam, 
tobacco and licorice alongside fine-grained tan-
nins. Drink through 2030. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $53 

90 Carobbio 2014 Leone Sangiovese (Toscana). 
This Sangiovese opens with aromas of 

toasted oak, mocha and black plum. The structured 
palate offers blackberry jam, licorice and ground 
pepper alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 
through 2029. Alarich Distributing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $98 

90 Carobbio 2014 Pietraforte (Toscana). Made 
with Cabernet Sauvignon and a touch of 

Cabernet Franc, this offers aromas of black plum, 
mocha and leafy underbrush. The juicy palate offers 
cherry marinated in spirit, clove and green pepper-
corn alongside firm tannins. Drink through 2026. 
Alarich Distributing. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $98 

90 Donatella Cinelli Colombini 2016 Il Drago e 
Le 8 Colombe (Toscana). A blend of 60% 

Sangiovese, 20% Merlot and 20% Sagrantino, this 
has aromas of baked plum, vanilla, oak and grilled 
porcini. The rounded, enveloping palate recalls 
prune, dried cherry and licorice alongside tightly 
knit, close-grained tannins that clench the finish. 
Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

90 I Balzini 2017 Black Label (Toscana). Aro-
mas of baked plum, mocha and baking spice 

form the nose on this Merlot and Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon blend. The forward palate offers prune, coco-
nut and star anise alongside smooth tannins. Drink 
through 2025. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

90 Il Borro 2016 Toscana. This blend of 50% 
Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% 

Syrah has aromas of violet, bay leaf and cedar. The 
thick palate offers vanilla, ripe black plum and 
espresso alongside assertive tannins and evident 
alcohol. Drink through 2026. USA Wine West. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $65 

90 Il Borro 2016 Alessandro dal Borro Syrah 
(Toscana). Made with organically farmed 

Syrah, this brawny red offers aromas recalling cedar, 
mature black plum and toasted oak. The syrupy 
palate offers raisin, roasted coffee bean and black 
pepper alongside enveloping, fine-grained tannins. 
You’ll also notice the heat of evident alcohol on the 
close. Drink through 2026. USA Wine West. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $320/1.5 L 

90 La Regola 2017 Vallino (Toscana). Made 
with organically grown Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Sangiovese, this offers aromas of violet, under-
brush and leather. The savory palate features ripe 
blackberry, clove and white pepper alongside fine-
grained tannins. Drink through 2027. Lionstone 
International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Monteverro 2016 Tinata (Toscana). A blend 
of 70% Syrah and 30% Grenache, this 

features aromas of cassis, cedar and espresso. The 
concentrated palate shows blackberry jam, coconut 
and licorice alongside enveloping tannins. Drink 
through 2026. The Unfiltered Collection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

90 Tenuta Sette Ponti 2018 Oreno (Toscana). 
The nose on this Merlot, Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Petit Verdot blend recalls aromas of black 
plum, cooking spice and mocha. The dense, brawny 
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palate presents dried black currant, clove and 
roasted coffee bean alongside grainy tannins and 
the heat of evident alcohol. Drink through 2026. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $109 

89 Castello La Leccia 2019 Vivaio del Cavaliere 
(Toscana). Made with organically farmed 

grapes, 75% Sangiovese, 20% Malvasia Nera and 
5% Syrah, this has aromas of iris, underbrush and 
thyme. The juicy palate offers fleshy black cherry, 
cinnamon and black pepper alongside polished tan-
nins. Drink through 2024. Ideal Wine and Spirits. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

89 I Balzini 2018 Balze Rosse (Toscana). A 
blend of Sangiovese, Merlot and Caber-

net Sauvignon, this has aromas recalling mature 
dark-skinned fruit, underbrush and baking spice. 
The palate offers dried black cherry, star anise and 
mocha alongside smooth tannins. Drink through 
2027. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Il Borro 2017 Pian di Nova (Toscana). A blend 
of organically farmed grapes, 75% Syrah 

and 25% Sangiovese, this has aromas of toasted 
oak, mocha and baking spice. The no-frills palate 
shows baked plum, licorice and espresso alongside 
pliant tannins. Drink through 2024. USA Wine 
West. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 La Regola 2017 Cabernet Franc (Toscana). 
Made with organically farmed Cabernet 

Franc, this has aromas recalling green bell pepper, 
graphite and tobacco. The enveloping palate offers 
ripe black currant, roasted coffee bean and clove 
alongside grainy tannins. Drink 2022–2028. Lion-
stone International. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 Petra 2018 Zingari (Toscana). A blend of 
Merlot, Sangiovese, Petit Verdot and Syrah, 

this has aromas of black-skinned berry, Mediterra-
nean brush and a whiff of orange zest. The bright 
palate offers raspberry, cinnamon and white pep-
per alongside polished tannins and fresh acidity. 
Drink through 2025. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Petra 2017 Colle al Fico (Toscana). Dark-
skinned fruit, mocha and a whiff of lead 

pencil form the nose on this Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Merlot blend. The forward palate offers black-
berry jam, cocoa and star anise alongside chewy 
tannins. Drink 2026. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2018 IXE Tempranillo 
(Toscana). This Tempranillo has aromas 

suggesting black-skinned berry, underbrush and 
cooking spice. The savory palate offers black cur-

rant, sage and licorice alongside firm tannins. Drink 
through 2026. Beviamo International. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Pietro Beconcini 2016 Reciso Sangiovese 
(Toscana). This Sangiovese has aromas of 

violet, black-skinned fruit and cooking spice. The 
forward palate offers baked plum, star anise and 
vanilla alongside polished tannins. Drink through 
2025. Beviamo International. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Tenuta Sette Ponti 2018 Crognolo (Tos-
cana). Made with Sangiovese and 7% Mer-

lot, this opens with aromas of plum, tobacco and 
baking spice. The concentrated palate offers black-
berry jam, licorice and powdered sage alongside 
grainy tannins. Drink 2022–2028. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Toscani 2017 Vieni Via Con Me Cabernet 
Franc (Toscana). Made with 100% Caber-

net Franc, this has aromas of mature black-skinned 
fruit, grilled green bell pepper and cooking spice. 
The savory, straightforward palate offers ripe black-
berry, hazelnut and black pepper alongside smooth 
tannins. Drink through 2028. Omniwines Distribu-
tion. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

89 Villa Bibbiani 2018 Pulignano Sangiovese 
(Toscana). Aromas of red-skinned berry, 

leather and underbrush lead the nose on this San-
giovese. The straightforward, juicy palate offers 
raspberry, cinnamon and white pepper alongside 
smooth tannins. Drink soon. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Viticcio 2016 Monile (Toscana). A blend 
of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, this 

straightforward red opens with aromas of toasted 
oak, cooking spice and tobacco. The linear palate 
offers baked plum, star anise and mocha alongside 
assertive tannins. Drink though 2026. Serendipity 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

87 Martoccia 2019 Poggio Apricale (Toscana). 
This blend of Sangiovese, Merlot and Col-

orino offers subdued aromas of baking spice and 
tobacco. The straightforward palate presents baked 
plum, white pepper and sage alongside smooth tan-
nins. Drink soon. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Renzo M. 2018 Erta e China (Toscana). Made 
with equal parts Sangiovese and Cabernet 

Sauvignon, this easygoing red has subdued aromas 
recalling cedar and mocha. The simple palate offers 
prune, clove and black pepper alongside rounded 
tannins. Drink soon. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

85 Renzo M. 2019 Il Bastardo (Toscana). Made 
with Sangiovese and 5% Colorino, this 

informal red has subtle aromas recalling red-
skinned berry and baking spice. The simple palate 

suggests strawberry and clove alongside pliant tan-
nins. Drink soon. HB Wine Merchants. Best Buy. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

OTHER RED WINES

96 Collosorbo 2016 Brunello di Montalcino. Bal-
samic aromas of camphor and cedar align 

with ripe plum, underbrush and new leather on this 
full-bodied red. On the concentrated, enveloping 
palate, tightly-knit, fine-grained tannins accom-
pany ripe Marasca cherry, blood orange, vanilla and 
licorice before a tobacco close. Fresh acidity lifts the 
dense richness. Drink 2024–2036. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

95 Castello di Ama 2018 Montebuoni Riserva 
(Chianti Classico). Delicious and elegantly 

structured, this opens with alluring aromas of fra-
grant blue flower, black-skinned fruit, eucalyptus 
and espresso. On the savory, focused palate, bright 
acidity and lithe, fine-grained tannins accompany 
juicy black cherry, mocha, licorice and crushed 
mint. Drink through 2028. The Sorting Table. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

94 Sesti 2015 Phenomena Riserva (Brunello di 
Montalcino). Menthol, cedar, new leather 

and fragrant blue flower aromas are front and cen-
ter. On the full-bodied palate, oak-driven sensa-
tions of coconut, vanilla and licorice accent dried 
black cherry and licorice. Tightly knit, close-grained 
tannins provide assertive support while an espresso 
note marks the close. Drink after 2025. Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Fattoria di Basciano 2018 I Pini (Colli della 
Toscana Centrale). A blend of Cabernet Sau-

vignon, Merlot and Syrah, this has subdued aro-
mas of scorched earth, toasted oak and mocha. The 
dense palate suggests prune, vanilla and espresso 
alongside assertive tannins. HB Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $29 

85 Martoccia 2019 Poggio Vignoso (Chianti). 
This has aromas suggesting used leather, 

tilled soil and a whiff of violet. The simple, light-
bodied palate suggests sour cherry and clove along-
side pliant tannins. August Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

OTHER ITALY
SOAVE CLASSICO 

95 Pieropan 2018 Calvarino (Soave Classico). 
For full review see page 7. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $40 
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94 Pieropan 2019 Soave Classico. For full 
review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12% Price: $24 

94 Pieropan 2018 La Rocca (Soave Classico). 
For full review see page 11. 

abv: 13% Price: $45 

PROSECCO

90 Ruggeri & C. 2020 Argeo Rosé (Prosecco). 
For full review see page 36. Best Buy. 

abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

88 Villa Sandi 2020 Millesimato Brut Rosé (Pro-
secco). Fun and refreshing, this has subtle 

aromas of elderflower and tropical fruit. On the 
tangy, foaming palate, bright acidity accompanies 
ripe green apple, strawberry jam and candied tan-
gerine drop. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 11% Price: $16 

OTHER SPARKLING WINES

93 Santa Maria La Nave 2015 Metodo Clas-
sico Tempesta Grecanico (Vino Spumante). 

Unusual and intriguing, this focused sparkler has 
aromas of underbrush, camphor, Mediterranean 
scrub, stone fruit and bread crust. Made with Gre-
canico Dorato planted at extremely high altitudes 
on the slopes of Mount Etna, it’s elegant, dry and 
savory, featuring dried yellow apple, lemon drop, 
saline mineral and olive brine alongside bright acid-
ity. Small, persistent bubbles provide the backdrop. 
Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

91 Murgo 2015 Rosé Extra Brut Nerello Masca-
lese (Vino Spumante). Aromas o bread crust, 

camphor, Mediterranean scrub and hazelnut form 
the nose on this crisp, dry sparkler. On the tangy, 
savory palate, racy acidity accompanies pomegran-
ate, blood orange, saline and dollop of vanilla. North 
Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91 Murgo 2013 Extra Brut Metodo Classico Ner-
ello Mascalese (Vino Spumante). Under-

brush, ripe white stone fruit and bread crust aro-
mas form the nose on this mature but still vibrant 
sparkler. The dry palate offers hazelnut, Mediterra-
nean herb, pastry crust and hints of orange licqueur. 
Crisp acidity lifts the rich flavors. North Berkeley 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Pedres 2019 Brut Vermentino (Vino 
Spumante). This lovely Sardinian sparkler 

has aromas of white spring flower, Mediterranean 
scrub and fresh bread dough. On the elegantly spar-
kling, dry palate, tangy acidity accompanies ripe 
yellow apple, white peach and citrus. Bacchanal 
Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Sella & Mosca NV Torbato (Vino Spumante). 
Fresh and refined, this lovely, easygoing 

sparkler opens with heady scents of white spring 
wildflower, white stone fruit and a whiff of Mediter-
ranean brush. Savory and crisp, the vibrant palate 
doles out ripe white peach, green apple and lemon 
drop alongside small, continuous bubbles. Taub 
Family Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Marchesini Marcello NV VS Spumante Brut 
(Bardolino Chiaretto). Aromas of red berry, 

citrus and aromatic herb are front and center on 
this fresh, enjoyable sparkler. The tangy palate 
offers sour cherry, pink grapefruit and a sprin-
kling of baking spice alongside soft bubbles. Enotec 
Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Theresa Eccher NV Bollicine Vulcaniche Extra 
Dry (Vino Spumante). A blend of Catarratto 

and Viognier made in the Charmat or Martinotti 
method, this lean sparkler has aromas of yellow 
stone fruit, citrus and Mediterranean herb. The 
light-bodied palate offers raw apricot, white grape-
fruit and yeasty sensations of bread dough along-
side racy acidity. A note of rusty nail marks the 
close. Eleven Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

BARDOLINO CHIARETTO

91 Le Fraghe 2020 Rodon (Bardolino Chiaretto). 
A blend of organically farmed Corvina and 

20% Rondinella, this delicious rosato has inviting 
berry, violet and culinary spice aromas. On the dry, 
tangy palate notes of white pepper and saline accent 
ripe cherry, strawberry and citrus. Crisp acidity 
keeps it energized. Oliver McCrum Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

91 Le Tende 2020 Classico (Bardolino Chiaretto). 
Made with organically farmed grapes, this 

dry, savory rosato hits all the right buttons. Racy, 
focused, fun and thoroughly enjoyable, it delivers 
tangy sour cherry, pomegranate, citrus, fennel and 
saline alongside vibrant acidity. It closes crisp and 
clean. USA Wine West. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 Cavalchina 2020 Bardolino Chiaretto. From 
the shores of Lake Garda, this vibrant 

rosato has inviting aromas of red berry and bak-
ing spice. Recalling the nose, the dry, savory palate 
offers juicy sour cherry, wild strawberry and white 
pepper alongside tangy acidity. It closes on savory 
notes recalling saline and pink grapefruit. de Grazia 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Poggio alle Grazie 2019 Rosato (Bardolino 
Chiaretto). Aromas of wild berry and hazel-

nut form the nose along with a whiff of eucalyptus. 
On the light-bodied, zesty palate, tangy acidity 

accompanies sour cherry, red currant and citrusy 
notes. It closes on a saline note. MROI LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

88 Guerrieri Rizzardi 2020 Classico Keya (Bar-
dolino Chiaretto). Delicate aromas of red 

berry, peach and botanical herb form the nose. 
Bright and refreshing, the palate offers grapefruit 
and sour cherry before a bitter almond close. Elixir 
Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Marchesini 2020 Classico (Bardolino Chi-
aretto). A blend of Corvina, Corvinone, 

Rondinella and Molinara, this easygoing rosato has 
a shy nose that eventually reveals whiffs of berry, 
bread dough and botanical herb. On the breezy 
palate, vibrant acidity accompanies suggestions of 
sour cherry and peach before a saline close. Enotec 
Imports, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

86 Seiterre 2020 Fantona (Bardolino Chi-
aretto). Aromas of elderflower and pink 

grapefruit lead the nose. The aromas follow over 
to the brisk, light-bodied palate along with sour 
cherry and a hint of saline. Vino d’Italia. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

86 Zenato 2020 Bardolino Chiaretto. Tangy 
and easygoing, this enjoyable rosato has 

delicate flavors of sour cherry and juicy grapefruit. 
Simple but well made, it has crisp acidity that gives 
it a mouthwatering close. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

85 Cà Vegar 2020 Bardolino Chiaretto. This 
easygoing rosato has fruity aromas of sour 

cherry that follow over to the fresh palate along 
with hints of pink grapefruit. It’s simple but well 
made. Alwaysgood. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

85 Cantina Castelnuovo del Garda 2020 Bardo-
lino Chiaretto. Red berry aromas follow over 

to the simple, light-bodied palate along with hints 
of grapefruit. Tangy acidity keeps it fresh. Barone 
Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

83 Cantina del Garda 2020 Bardolino Chi-
aretto. This informal rosato has aromas 

of red berry. Light-bodied and rather diluted, the 
extremely simple palate recall sour cherry and cit-
rus. Barone Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

OTHER ROSATOS

92 Le Pianelle 2019 al Posto dei Fiori Rosato 
(Coste della Sesia). True to its name, this 

lovely rosato has floral aromas of rose and violet 
that segue into perfumed berry. Radiant and tangy, 
the dry, savory palate features sour cherry, pome-
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granate and white pepper before a crisp saline close. 
Oliver McCrum Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

91 Azienda Agricola Roberto Ceraudo Strongoli 
2019 Grayasusi Rosato (Calabria). This wild, 

brambly Gaglioppo rosato offers a complex mix of 
forest berries, balsamic-dipped herbs and sun-
baked clay on the nose and palate. There’s a rustic 
quality to the palate, yet it’s all within good mea-
sure. This blends taut fruit and earthy tones with 
ample personality, making it an exciting find from 
the southern Italian region. Vias Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Cantina di Venosa 2020 Verbo Rosato 
(Basilicata). This Aglianico rosato kicks 

off with playful aromas of freshly picked raspberry, 
blood orange, thyme and clay. The palate is rounded 
and juicy in feel, honed by zesty acidity and a deli-
cate cocktail bitters note. It’s a fun, fresh and bold 
southern Italian rosato. Bacchanal Wine Imports. 
—A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Campi Valerio 2019 Rosa dei Campi Rosato 
(Rotae). This rosato made from Montepul-

ciano is pale onion-skin in color. Aromas of yellow 
plum, pollen and walnut skin carry to the medium-
bodied palate where a preserved lemon note chimes 
in. It’s supple and rounded, yet propped up by lifted 
acidity. International Cellars. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Barberani 2020 Amore Rosato (Umbria). 
Aromas of Spanish broom mingle with 

lychee and red berry in this bright rosato. It’s tangy, 
fresh and enjoyable, featuring sour cherry, cran-
berry and orange zest alongside a hint of saline. 
Crisp acidity keeps it light on its feet. Vinifera 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 10% Price: $18 

RED WINES

90 Fantini 2016 Edizione 18 Cinque Autoctoni 
(Italy). What this red blend lacks in typ-

icity it makes up for in sheer likability. A blend of 
Montepulciano, Primitivo, Sangiovese, Negroamaro 
and Malvasia Nera, it delivers full-force flavors of 
allspice, clove and frankincense over a densely 
packed core of mixed berries and figs. It’s smooth 
and supple, with ample lift from bright acidity to 
make it appealing to rich red lovers. Empson USA 
Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

89 Tenuta del Pajaru 2018 Meridionale Tre 
Tenute Cuvée Privata (Vino Rosso d’Italia). 

This blend of 60% Montepulciano, 20% Primitivo 
and 20% Nerello Mascalese offers intense aromas 
of blackberry, blood orange and menthol on the 
nose. It’s full and rich in feel, with jammy dark-fruit 
flavors bolstered by a heady dose of warm spice. 

Bright acidity shines throughout, with polished tan-
nins lending support. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

88 Idi di Marzo 2018 Passionale 1910 Cuvée 
Privata (Vino Rosso d’Italia). This blend 

of 60% Montepulciano, 20% Primitivo and 20% 
Negroamaro delivers rich cherry, menthol and all-
spice aromas on the nose. It’s full and voluminous 
on the palate, with firm, medium-grained tannins 
lending support. More warm spices chime in on the 
finish. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

88 Terregiunte 2016 Vino Rosso d’Italia. This 
collaboration between Veneto producer 

Masi and Vespa in Puglia unites grapes from their 
respective regions into one cuvée. It’s incredibly full 
and rich, displaying thick tones of red cherry, plum 
jam, fig, tobacco and chocolate. Bright, nearly sharp, 
acidity lends balance to the voluminous frame, with 
smoothed tannins playing a supporting role. Ethica 
Wines. —A.P. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

83 Fantini 2018 Collection Supreme Italian 
(Italy). This blend of Montepulciano, Cilieg-

iolo and Sangiovese offers ripe tones of candied 
cherry and blackberry mixed with sweet licorice 
spice. It’s jammy on the palate, making this an easy, 
fruity red. Empson USA Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

82 Locations NV I 7 (Italy). This blend of Primi-
tivo and Syrah doesn’t give much away on 

the nose beyond tones of dried red berries and pep-
pery spice. It feels a bit stewed and flat on the pal-
ate, with not much fruit definition. E. & J. Gallo. 
—A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

SWITZERLAND
WHITE WINES

93 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2020 Coteaux 
de Sierre Petite Arvine (Valais). This straw-

colored wine offers aromas of pineapple, honey-
suckle, grapefruit pith and almond blossom. In the 
mouth it has flavors of caramelized pineapple, white 
peach, apricot and guava. The mouthfeel is gener-
ous, with a burst of bright citrus in the finish. Laine 
Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

92 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Alpine 
Roots Heida (Valais). Brilliant straw-col-

ored in the glass, this wine has aromas of lemon 
pith, lemongrass, green apple and a whiff of euca-
lyptus. Flavors suggest lemon curd, apple blossom 
and vanilla. The wine is well balanced, with a silky-
smooth finish. Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

92 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Ava-
lanche Fendant (Valais). This wine is straw 

colored, with aromas of orange blossom, jasmine, 
lemon-lime zest and roasted yellow pepper, with 
a whiff of petrol and tomato leaf. Bright on entry 
and in the mouth, it is well balanced, with flavors 
of orange pith, mango, yellow cherry and fresh oreg-
ano. The finish is pleasantly acidic and persistent. 
Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

92 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Larix 
Mélèze (Valais). This blend of Petite Arvine 

and Humagne Blanche is aged in Larch pine bar-
rels. It offers aromas of honeydew melon, almond 
blossom, mint and just a whiff of pine resin. In the 
mouth there are flavors of lemon, caramelized pine-
apple and mint. The wine is very smooth, with nice 
acidity in the finish. Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

92 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Paien 
Heida (Valais). This white has aromas of 

lemongrass, lemon pith, apple blossom and tea-tree 
oil. It is well balanced, with flavors of vanilla, lemon 
curd and green apple before the silky-smooth finish. 
Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $38 

91 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Alpine 
Roots Petite Arvine (Valais). Brilliant straw 

colored in the glass, this offers aromas of apple pie, 
honeydew melon, almond blossom and a whiff of 
mint. The wine has nice acidity in the mouth, with 
flavors of lemon zest, pineapple and a touch of flo-
rality, with a zesty finish. Laine Boswell Selections. 
—J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

90 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Johan-
nisberg (Valais). This golden-straw-colored 

wine has aromas of laurel leaf, vanilla, lemon curd 
and lemon pith. Smooth on entry, it offers flavors of 
lemon curd and lemon-meringue pie. The wine has 
good weight on the palate, with a smooth burst of 
acidity in the finish. Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $26 

90 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Alpine 
Rootes Johannisberg (Valais). This straw-

colored wine has aromas of lemon pith, lemon blos-
som and freshly cut pineapple. In the mouth, flavors 
recall vanilla, caramelized pineapple and peach. It is 
well balanced, with a smooth finish. Laine Boswell 
Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

RED WINES

91 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Alpine 
Roots Humagne Rouge (Valais). Cherry red 

in color, this wine offers aromas of vanilla, red 
cherry, cherry pie, red raspberry and cinnamon. 
Soft on entry, it has flavors of cherry, pomegranate, 
cranberry and vanilla before the soft finish. Laine 
Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 
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92 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Alpine 
Roots Symphonie Pinot Noir (Valais). Light 

cherry red in color, this wine has aromas of cherry 
pie, cinnamon and cloves. It is soft on entry and 
nicely balanced. Flavors of tart cherry, red rasp-
berry, and nutmeg lead to a silky-smooth finish. 
Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

91 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2018 Avalanche 
Pinot Noir (Valais). Cherry red in the glass, 

this wine offers aromas of freshly ground black pep-
per, just-picked cherry and baking spices. It is well 
balanced in the mouth, with flavors of bright red 
cherry and cinnamon. Soft on entry, it has a solid 
tannic backbone. Laine Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Dôle 
Coteaux de Sierre (Valais). This cherry-red-

colored wine is made with 85% Pinot Noir and 15% 
Gamay. Aromas suggest dark cherry, pomegranate 
and graphite, with flavors of cherry, red raspberry 
and pomegranate juice. The well-balanced wine has 
slightly grippy tannins and a bright finish. Laine 
Boswell Selections. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Caves du Paradís Olivier Roten 2019 Noir de 
Noir Selection (Valais). This inky-purple 

wine is comprised of 50% Gamaret, 30% Gallota 
and 20% Pinot Noir. It has aromas of pomegran-
ate juice, black plum and black cherry. In the mouth 
there are flavors of tart cherry preserves and cran-
berry sauce. It is well balanced, with chewy tannins 
and a soft, pleasant finish. Laine Boswell Selections. 
—J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

GERMANY
RIESLING TROCKEN

96 Dr. Loosen 2014 Wehlener Sonnenuhr 
Réserve Alte Reben Riesling GG (Mosel). For 

full review see page 4. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $92 

95 Dr. Loosen 2014 Ürziger Würzgarten Réserve 
Alte Reben Riesling GG (Mosel). Cut stone 

and smoky mineral tones are spiced with tangs of 
crushed white pepper and salt in this svelte, lime-
scented white. Sourced from 120-year-old vines 
grown on rare red, volcanic soils, it’s deeply earthen 
yet penetrating with lemon and tangerine flavors. 
Matured four years prior to release (two in barrel, 
two in bottle), it expresses the depth of Riesling’s 
savory side. Delicious now but should hold for at 
least a decade to come. Loosen Bros. USA. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $92 

92 Seebrich 2019 Roter Schiefer Riesling 
Trocken (Rheinhessen). From nose to finish, 

this is such a decadently peachy, pure-fruited dry 
wine packed with sun-drenched white peach, apri-
cot and tangerine tones. Featherlight and backed by 

spine-tingling acidity, it’s an invigorating Riesling 
with a long, intensely slaty finish. Delicious young 
but should hold well through 2029. Winebow. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Von Schleinitz 2019 Apollo Dry Riesling 
(Mosel). Crushed basalt and graphite tones 

mingle into zesty lime and grapefruit in this zippy, 
laser-edged Riesling. It’s dry in style but accented 
by hints of honey and saffron as well as a dramatic 
undertone of dusty, penetrating minerality. At peak 
now–2025. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

90 Von Schleinitz 2019 Nitor Dry Riesling 
(Mosel). Bristling aromas of quince and 

tangerine introduce this fresh fruited but bone-dry 
Riesling. Light on its feet and concentrated with 
pear and grapefruit flavors, it’s a zesty, angular 
white structured by crisp lime acidity and under-
tones of steel and slate. Ready now but should hold 
well through 2026. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

87 Köster-Wolf 2019 Riesling Trocken (Rhein-
hessen). Notes of greengage plum and crisp 

green apple abound in this light-bodied, dry-style 
Riesling. It’s a brisk, easy-drinking white that fin-
ishes on a bracing hit of lime zest. A good value for a 
one-liter wine with broad appeal. Artisans & Vines. 
—A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21/1 L 

RIESLING KABINETT

93 Dr. Wagner 2019 Ockfener Bockstein Riesling 
Kabinett (Mosel). A gorgeous spray of salty, 

stony mineral notes permeates throughout this 
zippy, laser-cut Kabinett from the gray slate Bock-
stein Vineyard in the Saar. It’s an electric, palate-
jolting sip marked by spine-tingling lime and lemon 
acidity and a delicate sheen of honeyed sweetness. 
A touch nervous still in youth but should improve 
through 2030 and hold longer still. Artisans & 
Vines. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 9% Price: $37 

93 Willi Haag 2019 Juffer Brauneberg Riesling 
Kabinett Grosse Lage (Mosel). Ripe, lumi-

nous yellow peach and grapefruit flavors are show-
ered in a crystalline haze of struck stone and clay 
in this piercing off-dry Riesling. Slim in body yet 
concentrated and finely chiseled, it’s an expan-
sive, exceptionally penetrating sip with a luscious, 
nectar-like cling on the finish. Delicious young but 
should gain mineral complexities through 2030 and 
hold longer still. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $NA 

91 August Kesseler 2019 R Riesling Kabinett 
(Rheingau). Sharp whiffs of fresh green sage 

and lime zest introduce this invigorating white. 
Zippy on the palate and just a shade off-dry in style, 

it’s a vital, penetrating wine that reverberates with 
electric streaks of lime, gooseberry and lemon. Deli-
cious in its youth but should maintain peak through 
2026. Vineyard Brands. —A.I. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $19 

87 St. Christopher 2019 Piesporter Goldtröp-
fchen Riesling Kabinett (Mosel). Earthen 

hints of crushed stone and smoke on the nose are 
dissipated by juicy lemon and grapefruit flavors on 
the palate of this juicy semi-dry Riesling. Feath-
erlight in structure, it’s an easy-drinking, fresh-
fruited sip that’s best enjoyed young. Wein Bauer 
Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $13 

86 Schlink Haus 2020 Riesling Kabinett (Nahe). 
Aromas of yellow peach are accented by 

hints of earth and smoke in this soft, sunny Kabi-
nett. Off-dry in style, it’s a peachy, easy-drinking 
wine balanced by a kiss of tangerine acidity on the 
finish. Best enjoyed young. Wein Bauer Inc. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $11 

RIESLING SPÄTLESE

94 Willi Haag 2019 Juffer Brauneberg Riesling 
Spätlese Grosse Lage (Mosel). Intensely 

ripe, fragrant white peach and honeydew are accen-
tuated by staccato beats of lime zest, honey and 
slate in this thrilling, zippy white. Medium-sweet 
but not at all cloying on the palate, it’s a finely cut, 
penetrating Riesling with an endlessly steely finish. 
Delicious young but should improve through 2035 
and hold longer still. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $NA 

91 Karl Erbes 2019 Ürziger Würzgarten Riesling 
Spätlese (Rheinhessen). River rocks and 

smoky mineral tones meld into zippy tangerine 
and grapefruit in this deeply penetrating Spätlese. 
Medium-sweet and delightfully piercing in style, 
it’s an intensely fruity sip held upright by a darting 
spine of lemon-lime acidity. It’s delightful in youth 
and lingers long through a concentrated, honeyed 
finish but should drink beautifully well through 
2030, at least. Artisans & Vines. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $30 

91 Seebrich 2019 Niersteiner Hipping Riesling 
Spätlese (Rheinhessen). Sourced from red 

slate and sandstone soils, this light-bodied but 
powerfully concentrated Spätlese highlights notes 
of Poire Williams, lime and lemon edged by seams 
of honey. A well-integrated medium-sweet wine, 
it finishes on a long, delicately earthen finish. Best 
now–2028. Winebow. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $30 

88 Karl Josef 2019 Piesporter Michelsberg Ries-
ling Spätlese (Mosel). Pristine white peach 

and tangerine flavors abound in this fresh, fruity 
medium-sweet Riesling. Light-bodied and briskly 
balanced in acidity, it’s an immediately approach-
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able, easy-quaffing sip that lingers on a juicy squirt 
of passion fruit. Best now–2023. Scoperta Import-
ing Co. Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $12 

87 Schlink Haus 2020 Riesling Spätlese (Nahe). 
Soapy floral tones perfume flavors of pre-

served peach and white grapefruit in this vibrantly 
fresh, fruity Spätlese. Medium-sweet and forward 
in style, it’s a juicy white wine backed by squirts 
of tangerine acidity. Best consumed young. Wein 
Bauer Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $12 

87 St. Christopher 2020 Piesporter Goldtröp-
fchen Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). Tropical 

notes of pineapple and mango have a pleasantly 
waxy, mineral edge in this juicy medium-sweet 
Riesling. Light as a feather yet concentrated with 
flavors of preserved peach and apricot, it’s a sunny, 
fruit-focused white that shows best young. Wein 
Bauer Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $14 

RIESLING AUSLESE

96 Fritz Haag 2019 Brauneberger Juffer Son-
nenuhr Riesling Auslese (Mosel). Smoky 

mineral tones and tart pineapple on the nose lead 
to swirls of sun-drenched white peach and pink 
grapefruit flavors in this show-stopping sweet Ries-
ling. Undulating and hedonistic yet piercing and 
pure, it’s an iconic expression of a truly fantastic 
vintage. With a finish that stretches out dramatic 
tangs of acidity, honey and struck slate, it’s a wine 
that should gain complexity and depth for decades 
to come. Loosen Bros. USA. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $56/375 ml 

96 Robert Weil 2019 Kiedrich Gräfenberg Ries-
ling Auslese Grosse Lage (Rheingau). Tiny 

in footprint yet sonorous and musical, this feath-
erlight sweet Riesling is filled to the brim with 
penetrating pineapple and mango flavors. It’s spry 
and blindingly crystalline, anchored by sabre-like 
acidity and an endless struck-flint finish. Delicious 
young but likely to maintain peak through 2035 and 
hold much longer still. Loosen Bros. USA. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $164/375 ml 

95 Dr. Loosen 2018 Erdener Treppchen Riesling 
Auslese (Mosel). Salt-rimmed lime and 

flint etch angularity into plush, luminous Mirabelle 
plum and lemon flavors in this medium-sweet Ries-
ling sourced from slopes of smoky, red slate soil. It’s 
decadently honeyed yet maintains perfect balance 
and pitch, piercing the palate with streaks of spine-
tingling acidity and a lingering, smoky, spicy finish. 
Delicious already but powerful enough to improve 
through 2035 and hold longer still. Loosen Bros. 
USA. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $64/375 ml 

95 Dr. Loosen 2018 Wehlener Sonnenuhr Ries-
ling Auslese (Mosel). Profoundly ripe yet 

angular and piercing, this gorgeous sweet-style 
Riesling exudes all the grace and power expected 
from the blue slate Wehlener Sonnenuhr. Light on 
its feet yet deeply, breathtakingly concentrated in 
white peach and pineapple flavors, it’s a decadent, 
delicately smoky sip that’s likely to develop well 
through 2035 and hold much longer still. Loosen 
Bros. USA. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 9% Price: $64/375 ml 

94 Fritz Haag 2019 Brauneberger Juffer Riesling 
Auslese Goldkap Grosse Lage (Mosel). Sun-

kissed yellow peach and apricot marmalade brim 
this light-footed yet lusciously textured Auslese. 
Honeyed and sweet yet balanced by toe-tapping 
strikes of acidity and a sheen of smoky, salty min-
erality, it’s a penetrating wine to enjoy young for 
its exuberant fruit or to wait till 2025 to further 
develop its mineral complexities. Loosen Bros. USA. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $42/375 ml 

94 Willi Haag 2019 Juffer Brauneberg Riesling 
Auslese Grosse Lage (Mosel). While the nose 

is subtle and stony, the palate of this laser-edged 
Riesling shocks with deep, penetrating streaks of 
lime, lemon and grapefruit. Light as a feather yet 
powerful and piercing, it’s a richly honeyed, spine-
tingling sweet wine that finishes on pure, crystal-
line notes of salt and steel. Delicious in youth but 
likely to improve for decades to come. Leonard 
Kreusch, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $NA 

86 Schlink Haus 2020 Riesling Auslese (Nahe). 
While the nose is subdued, there’s plenty 

of juicy peach nectar and candied apple flavors on 
the palate of this sweet-style Riesling. Light-bodied 
and fruit-focused, it’s a straightforward, pleasantly 
honeyed sip balanced by pert grapefruit acidity. 
Wein Bauer Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $13 

86 St. Christopher 2020 Piesporter Michels-
berg Riesling Auslese (Mosel). Crisp pear 

and sunny honeydew flavors abound in this sweet, 
succulent Auslese. It’s a touch treacly on the palate 
but balanced neatly by juicy lemon and lime acidity. 
An easy-drinking sweet-style Riesling best enjoyed 
young. Wein Bauer Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $12 

OTHER RIESLING

89 Thanisch 2019 Riesling (Mosel). Stony min-
eral tones and juicy grapefruit and lime fla-

vors introduce this easy-quaffing semi-dry Riesling. 
Rimmed with salt and a seductively smoky under-
tone, it’s an effortlessly refreshing wine with a dis-
tinctly Mosel elegance. Best enjoyed young. Leonard 
Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 8.5% Price: $NA 

88 Tussock Jumper 2019 Riesling (Rheinhes-
sen). Crisp green apple and blossom notes 

introduce this vivacious off-dry Riesling. Just a 

touch honeyed on the palate, its crisp white peach 
and apricot flavors are balanced by zippy streaks 
of lemon and lime acidity. It’s a wine that drinks 
best young but should hold through 2023. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $NA 

88 Twisted River 2019 Late Harvest Bin 568 
Riesling (Mosel). Hints of caramelized 

sugar and pollen extend from nose to finish in this 
saffron-dusted sweet Riesling. It’s light in body but 
lusciously textured, offering delicate flavors of pre-
served peach and dried apricots along with a zippy 
undertone of lemon-lime acidity. An approachable 
Auslese best enjoyed young. Leonard Kreusch, Inc. 
—A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $NA 

87 Mozelle 2019 Riesling (Mosel). Subdued 
notes of lemon on the nose gain concentra-

tion on the palate of this fresh, citrusy white. Light 
on its feet and semisweet in style, it’s an easy-
drinking, thirst-quenching Riesling that finishes 
on a crisp green-apple tone. Best consumed young. 
Quintessential Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $15 

87 Sun Garden 2019 Riesling (Nahe). Whiffs 
of crushed stone and smoke lend a spicy, 

earthen tone to flavors of preserved peach and 
apricot in this semi-dry Riesling. It’s a sunny, easy-
drinking sip elevated by inflections of minerality 
and a fresh, lip-smacking finish. Enjoy young. Scop-
erta Importing Co. Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $11 

87 Trullo 2019 Riesling (Rheinhessen). This is a 
juicy off-dry Riesling packed with flavors of 

freshly pressed apples and tangerine peels. Light-
bodied and refreshingly balanced, its an easy-drink-
ing white with a honeyed, waxy tone that lingers on 
the finish. Drink young. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 11% Price: $11 

86 Clear Night 2019 Riesling (Pfalz). Subtle 
whiffs of green florals and lime peels inten-

sify on the palate of this juicy semisweet Riesling. 
It’s a touch perfumy and candied in style, but zesty 
tangerine acidity keeps things fresh. Drink young. 
Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $11 

86 St. Michael Weinkellerei 2019 Riesling (Rhe-
inhessen). There’s an intriguing whiff of 

white pepper accenting straightforward flavors 
of white peach and pear here. Just a shade off-dry 
and moderately concentrated, it’s an immediately 
approachable, softly structured Riesling best con-
sumed young. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 10% Price: $NA 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Dr. Bürklin-Wolf 2017 Wachenheimer 
Scheurebe Auslese (Pfalz). Exuberantly per-
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fumed, this light-footed but opulent Auslese offers 
richly extracted yellow cherry and mango flavors 
anchored by a breathtaking sheen of minerality. 
Made from Scheurebe, sourced from basalt and 
sandstone soils that produced a distinctly tropical, 
aromatic white. It’s a luminously honeyed, rounded 
sip that finishes long and chalky. Delicious young 
but should drink at peak through 2030, at least. 
Verity Wine Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 9% Price: $40 

87 Köster-Wolf 2019 Classic Silvaner (Rheinhes-
sen). Bright pear and biscuit notes intro-

duce this rich, lusciously textured Silvaner. Dry and 
moderately full in body, it’s an easy-drinking, plush 
sip marked by juicy apricot and peach flavors and a 
soft, yielding acidic structure. Best enjoyed young. 
Artisans & Vines. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Köster-Wolf 2019 Halbtrocken Müller-
Thurgau (Rheinhessen). Halbtrocken, or a 

shade off-dry in style, this soft, juicy white offers 
crisp pear and grapefruit flavors edged by a hint 
of bubblegum. It’s an easy-drinking but refreshing 
wine well-suited as an aperitif or picnic wine. Best 
enjoyed young. Artisans & Vines. —A.I. 
abv: 12% Price: $17/1 L 

ROSÉ

89 Von Schleinitz 2019 Dry Rose Pinot Noir 
(Mosel). Smoke and struck slate accent rose 

petals and crisp black cherries in this spry Pinot 
Noir rosé. Deep pink in hue but light as a feather 
on the palate, it’s a thirst quenching, mineral-laden 
sip backed by a spine of zesty cassis acidity. Best 
enjoyed young. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $16 

RED WINES

92 August Kesseler 2018 The Daily August Pinot 
Noir (Rheingau). For full review see page 17. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

86 Leonard Kreusch 2019 Sweet Red Dornfelder 
(Rheinhessen). Sunburst red plums and 

cherry cola tones abound in this velvety sweet-style 
red. Light-bodied and low in alcohol, it’s an easy-
drinking, softly tannic sip that drinks best young. 
Leonard Kreusch, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 9% Price: $NA 

86 Sun Garden 2018 Sweet Red Dornfelder 
(Rheinhessen). Flavors of red cherry, men-

thol and preserved plum are accented by hints of 
burnt caramel in this luscious sweet-style Dorn-
felder. Plush in texture and edged by very soft, 
feathery tannins, it’s an easy-drinking, welcoming 
red best consumed young. Scoperta Importing Co. 
Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $11 

HUNGARY
TOKAJI

99 Disznókö 2007 Eszencia (Tokaji). Mahogany 
colored in the glass, this Eszencia draws 

you in with ethereal aromas of acacia honey, bees-
wax, caramelized pineapple upside-down cake, 
English toffee and apricot jam. These heady aromas 
transfer seamlessly onto the palate. In the mouth 
the wine has delightful heft and voluptuous mouth-
feel. It’s silky smooth and creamy, with just the right 
amount of acidity to counteract the intense sweet-
ness. Drink through 2035. Monsieur Touton Selec-
tion Ltd. Cellar Selection. —J.J. 
abv: 1% Price: $500/375 ml 

98 Disznókö 2015 Kapi Vineyard Aszú 6 Put-
tunyos (Tokaji). This gold-flecked, amber-

colored Hungarian sweet wine is made from 100% 
Furmint grapes harvested from the Kapi Vineyard. 
It has aromas of ripe peach, honeysuckle, white 
flowers and pear. In the mouth it is velvety smooth, 
with flavors of apricot preserves, honeycomb, peach 
and pear. Luscious sweetness is offset by bracing 
acidity, making this an elegant example of a Tokaji 
Aszu. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.J. 
abv: 11% Price: $160/500 ml 

97 Disznókö 2005 Aszú Eszencia (Tokaji). Aro-
mas of citrus blossom, dried apricot and 

fresh fig transfer to the palate, where notes of 
freshly brewed coffee and toffee round out the com-
plex flavor. This wine has lovely mouthfeel, with 
roundness on the palate and just the right amount 
of acidity to prevent this caramel-colored Eszencia 
from being too cloying. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 7% Price: $120/375 ml 

97 Disznókö 2016 Aszú 6 Puttonyos (Tokaji). 
This golden-colored Tokaji has aromas of 

raw honey, apricot blossom, pear and baked apple 
tart. Silky smooth upon entry, it offers flavors of 
baked apples, wildflower honey, canned pears and 
apricot. The acidity is nicely balanced so as not to 
be too cloyingly sweet. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80/500 ml 

97 Royal Tokaji 2016 Betsek Single Vineyard 6 
Puttonyos Aszú First Growth (Tokaji). This 

Tokaji Aszu is golden in color, with ethereal aro-
mas of honeysuckle, acacia, fresh peach and canned 
apricots. Flavors come to life in the mouth, with 
honeycomb, pear and canned apricot. Well-bal-
anced acidity is an excellent foil for the delightful 
sweetness. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $135/500 ml 

97 Royal Tokaji 2016 Mézes Mály Single Vineyard 
6 Puttonyos Aszú Great First Growth (Tokaji). 

Aromas of white freesia, lanolin, honeysuckle and 
beeswax prepares the palate for flavors of apri-
cot, orange zest and white-peach juice. Made from 

grapes grown on the Mezes Maly single vineyard, 
this has heft on the palate and pleasant mouthfeel. 
The finish offers fruit sweetness with balanced 
acidity. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $200/500 ml 

97 Royal Tokaji 2016 Nyulászó Single Vineyard 
6 Puttonyos Aszú First Growth (Tokaji). Aro-

mas of white flowers, jasmine and orange zest lead 
the way for flavors of apricot conserves, orange pith 
and white-peach juice on the palate. This delightful 
single-vineyard wine from the Nyulaszo vineyard 
offers a delicate balance of sweetness and acidity, 
with a persistent finish. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $135/500 ml 

96 Disznókö 2015 Aszú 6 Puttonyos (Tokaji). 
Golden amber in the glass, this wine has 

aromas of wildflower honey, honeycomb and ripe 
peach. It is velvety smooth in the mouth, with fla-
vors of freshly baked tarte Tatin, peach and canned 
pear halves. Good acidity balances well with the 
sweetness. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 11% Price: $80/500 ml 

96 Disznókö 2013 Aszú 5 Puttonyos (Tokaji). 
This Tokaji is dark amber in color, with aro-

mas of honeysuckle, peach and acacia flower. In the 
mouth there are flavors of clover honey, pear and 
baked sweet apples. Acidity is well balanced to the 
amount of sweetness. Monsieur Touton Selection 
Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 12% Price: $50/500 ml 

96 Royal Tokaji 2016 5 Puttonyos Aszú Red 
Label (Tokaji). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 11.5% Price: $65/500 ml 

95 Disznókö 2012 Aszú 5 Puttonyos (Tokaji). 
Straw-colored with gold reflections, this 

wine offers aromas of apricot, peach and pear. In 
the mouth, flavors include honeycomb, Bartlett pear 
and canned peaches. It finishes with sweetness that 
is balanced by the ample acidity. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 12% Price: $50/500 ml 

89 Disznókö 2018 Late Harvest (Tokaji). This 
late-harvest wine is light amber in the 

glass, with aromas of honeycomb, peach and acacia 
flowers. In the mouth, flavors recall canned peach 
and apricot, with a good acidity-to-sugar balance. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $20/500 ml 

89 Disznókö 2017 1413 Édes Szamorodni (Tok-
aji). Medium amber in the glass, this late-

harvest wine has aromas of apricot, honeysuckle 
and jasmine. In the mouth it is well balanced, with 
flavors of sweet melon, honeysuckle and apricot. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30/500 ml 
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KOSOVO
CHARDONNAY

88 Stone Castle 2018 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Rahoveci Valley). This straw-colored Char-

donnay from Kosovo has aromas of Granny Smith 
apple and lemon curd. In the mouth, flavors recall 
vanilla, white peach and apple blossom. The well-
balanced wine has an astringent finish. U.S. Stone 
Castle Imports. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

RED WINES

89 Stone Castle 2017 Gecaj Estate Owner’s 
Choice (Rahoveci Valley). This Cabernet 

Sauvignon and Merlot blend from the Rahoveci 
Valley in Kosovo offers aromas of black plum, black 
raspberry and black cherry. Flavors suggest blue-
berry jam, fresh blackberry and cassis. The tannins 
are velvety, with a smooth finish. U.S. Stone Castle 
Imports. —J.J. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $80 

87 Stone Castle 2018 Gjergj Kastrioti Ancient 
Vranac (Rahoveci Valley). This garnet-col-

ored wine made from Vranc grapes offers aromas 
of cassis, black plum and black raspberry. In the 
mouth there are flavors of black pepper, spice, cas-
sis and black raspberry. The wine is slightly astrin-
gent on the finish. U.S. Stone Castle Imports. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Stone Castle 2018 Selection Merlot (Rah-
oveci Valley). This 100% Merlot is dark gar-

net colored, with aromas of black raspberry, forest 
floor, damp earth and cassis. Flavors of black plum 
and black raspberry lead to a smooth finish. U.S. 
Stone Castle Imports. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Stone Castle 2018 Shiraz (Rahoveci Valley). 
This wine offers aromas of red plum, red 

raspberry and a whiff of menthol. Flavors of red 
fruits lead to a slightly tart finish. U.S. Stone Castle 
Imports. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

84 Stone Castle 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Rahoveci Valley). Ruby red in the 

glass, this Cabernet Sauvignon offers aromas of 
black raspberry, cassis and menthol. In the mouth it 
is slightly unbalanced, with flavors of vanilla, cherry 
and an astringent finish. U.S. Stone Castle Imports. 
—J.J. 
abv: 24% Price: $24 

ROMANIA
PINOT NOIR

85 Cramele Recas 2020 Legendary Estate Series 
Pinot Noir (Romania). Cherry red in the 

glass, this wine offers aromas of sour cherry, pow-
dered sugar and cotton candy. It is soft on entry, and 
the mouth conveys flavors of black cherry and red 
raspberry. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

85 Cramele Recas 2019 Incanta Pinot Noir 
(Romania). Light cherry red in the glass, 

this wine offers aromas of candied violet, tart 
cherry and cotton candy. In the mouth, flavors recall 
freshly picked black cherry and raspberry. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $8 

85 Cramele Recas 2019 Sanziana Pinot Noir 
(Romania). This wine has aromas of tart 

cherries, cotton candy and candied violets. Flavors 
suggest black cherry and red raspberry. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

85 SERVE 2019 Chevalier de Dyonis Pinot Noir 
(Romania). Cherry red in color, this wine 

offers aromas of dark cherry, cherry vanilla and red 
raspberry. In the mouth, there are flavors of ripe 
cherry, raspberry and red plum. Terra Firma USA 
Inc. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $10 

85 SERVE 2018 Terra Romana Pinot Noir (Dealu 
Mare). This wine is cherry red in color, with 

aromas of black cherry, vanilla and red raspberry. 
Soft tannins partner with flavors of sweet cherry, 
red raspberry and plum. Terra Firma USA Inc. Best 
Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $10 

OTHER RED WINES

89 Domeniile Sahateni 2016 Anima Syrah 
(Dealu Mare). Inky purple in the glass, this 

wine offers aromas of black plum, black olives and 
vanilla. In the mouth there are chewy tannins and 
flavors of cassis, coffee, chocolate powder and Med-
iterranean herbs. The finish is pleasantly astrin-
gent. Terra Firma USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 15% Price: $24 

86 Domeniul Bogdan 2019 Organic Syrah (Mur-
fatlar). This light-garnet wine offers aro-

mas of black plum and black cherry. Flavors suggest 
red plum, blackberry and a touch of green bramble. 
Tannins are soft, with a smooth finish. Terra Firma 
USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $16 

83 Cramele Recas 2020 Legendary Estate Series 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Transylvania). This 

garnet-colored has aromas of blueberry syrup and 
black plum. In the mouth flavors recall cassis and 
black raspberry, but the tannins are quite grippy 
and the finish is a touch too acidic. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—J.J. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

OTHER WINES

87 Domeniile Sahateni 2019 Artisan Dry 
Feteasca Alba (Dealu Mare). Pale-straw col-

ored in the glass, this wine offers aromas of white 
peach and orange blossom. In the mouth it is well 
balanced, with nice acidity and flavors of white 
peach and apricot. Terra Firma USA Inc. Best Buy. 
—J.J. 
abv: NA Price: $10 

87 Domeniile Avereşti 2019 Nativa Demidulce 
Busuioacă de Bohotin (Husi). This semisweet 

rosé from Romania has aromas of grapefruit and 
ripe strawberries. In the mouth, fruit sweetness 
comes with a touch of savory dried herbs and good 
acidity. Terra Firma USA Inc. —J.J. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $17 

ISRAEL
CHARDONNAY

88 Binyamina 2017 Reserve Chardonnay (Gali-
lee). Light straw in the glass, this wine has 

a bouquet of apple pie and marzipan. It is round on 
the palate, with flavors of Bartlett pear, green apple 
and lemon curd that meander towards a soft, linger-
ing finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Shiloh Winery 2018 Chardonnay (Judean 
Hills). This light yellow-colored wine offers 

a nose of lemon with a touch of petrol. It is a bit 
weighty on the palate, with flavors of green pear, 
lemon, buttered toast and a parting note of lime 
zest. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

87 Barkan 2016 Special Reserve Winemak-
ers’ Choice Chardonnay (Judean Hills). This 

medium-straw-colored wine offers aromas of pine-
apple and mango. Broad on the palate, it has flavors 
of guava, pink grapefruit and hazelnut. While it is 
slightly stiff at first sip, bright acidity makes its 
presence known and lingers on the tongue. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaine du Castel 2019 C Blanc du Castel 
Haute Judée Chardonnay (Jerusalem). Pale 

straw to the eye, this wine has a bouquet of apple 
and toasted pineapple. It is full in the mouth, with 
flavors of lychee, kumquat and cashew, closing with 
bitter almond. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

89 Recanati 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Galilee). 
Almost clear in color, this wine has a bou-

quet of grapefruit and freshly cut green herbs. Fla-
vors of lemon, green apple and musk melon are so 
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bright they make the mouth pucker. The soft finish 
offers a refreshing note of saline. Kosher. Palm Bay 
International. —M.D. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

88 Shiloh Winery 2019 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Judean Hills). Pale straw to the eye, this 

wine offers a bouquet of Granny Smith apple and 
lemon zest. It is round on the palate, featuring fla-
vors of guava, pink grapefruit and yellow cherries, 
with a finishing note of white flowers. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

GEWÜRZTRAMINER

89 Psagot 2019 Gewürztraminer (Jerusalem). 
This wine has aromas of nectarine and rose 

petal. It feels good in the mouth, offering flavors of 
white peach, apricot and purple flowers, with a soft 
touch of sweetness on the finish. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

88 Jezreel 2019 Semi-Dry Gewürztraminer 
(Galilee). This wine has a nose of honey-

dew melon sprinkled by nutmeg.Very lightly sweet, 
it runs towards a dry, citrus profile with flavors 
of apricot, nectarine and rose water. Sweetness is 
most evident on the cotton-candy finish. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $20 

88 Tabor 2018 Mt. Tabor Gewürztraminer (Gali-
lee). With a nose of green pear and lavender, 

this wine features flavors of nectarine, ripe summer 
peach and rose petal that fade into a soft, floral fin-
ish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

WHITE BLENDS

89 Recanati 2018 Special Reserve White Rous-
sanne-Marsanne (Galilee). Aromas of nec-

tarine and almond blossom pave the way for flavors 
of white peach, grapefruit, jasmine and nutmeg. 
This wine is smooth in the mouth, with a burst of 
citrus on the finish. Palm Bay International. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine du Castel 2019 La Vie Blanc du 
Castel Haute Judée (Jerusalem). Medium 

straw to the eye, this wine has an enticing nose of 
toasted pineapple. Aging on the lees lends fullness 
to the palate. Flavors of green pear, Meyer lemon 
and thyme persist into the lemon-curd finish. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

87 Flam 2019 Blanc Unoaked (Judean Hills). 
This Sauvignon Blanc-dominant blend has a 

nose of lemon-lime sorbet with a whiff of petrol. It 
is smooth in the mouth, with flavors of lime, honey-

dew melon and custard apple. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

87 Teperberg 2019 Vision Dry White (Samson). 
With aromas of Gala apple and freesia, this 

wine has flavors of grapefruit, lemon rind and green 
tomato. Bright on the palate, it offers a lingering 
citrus finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. Best 
Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

87 Tulip Winery 2019 White (Galilee). Aromas 
of apricot and guava on this wine pave the 

way for flavors of Granny Smith apple, grapefruit 
and white flowers. The finish is surprisingly bright. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

86 Tulip Winery 2018 Maia Apollonia Saint-Tro-
pez (Samson). With aromas of grapefruit 

and sage, this wine then washes over the palate 
with bright flavors. Lemon juice and lemon zest are 
infused with notes of dried Mediterranean herbs 
that dominate the swift finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

OTHER WHITE WINES

85 Carmel 2019 Selected Sweet Moscato (Sam-
son). This mildly effervescent wine has 

aromas of nectarine and jasmine. Flavors of peach, 
apricot, honeysuckle and orange blossom wrap up in 
a sweetly pleasing spun-sugar finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $10 

85 Netofa 2018 Latour White Chenin Blanc (Gal-
ilee). A bouquet of Granny Smith apple and 

beeswax sets the scene for flavors of grapefruit, cle-
mentine and lime. This wine tapers down to a bright 
finish. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

ROSÉS

89 Recanati 2020 Gris de Marselan (Galilee). 
With a nose of strawberry and Valencia 

orange, this wine is bright on the palate. Flavors 
of clementine, lemon-lime and Bing cherry wash 
across the tastebuds, winding down to a soft floral 
finish. Kosher. Palm Bay International. —M.D. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

87 1848 Winery 2019 2nd Generation Rosé 
(Judean Hills). This deep-blush-colored 

wine offers a medley of tropical fruits on the nose. 
Bright flavors of cranberry, grapefruit and yellow 
cherry presage the zippy finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23 

87 Jezreel 2019 Dry Rosé (Israel). This salmon-
colored rosé has aromas of pineapple and 

nectarine. It is zesty at first sip, with flavors of 
mango, passion fruit and ripe cherry that wind 
down to a lychee-scented finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Tabor 2019 Adama Rosé (Galilee). This ripe, 
apricot-colored rosé has aromas of canta-

loupe and thyme. It is bright on entry, offering fla-
vors of Bing cherry, pomegranate and pink grape-
fruit, with a lingering citrus finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

94 Covenant Israel 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Israel). This inky, garnet-colored wine has 

aromas of cassis, graphite and violet. It feels well-
made, with luscious tannins and flavors of black 
cherry, black plum, clove, licorice and dark choco-
late that head into a spicy but bright finish. Drink 
now–2033. Kosher. Chaim LLC. Cellar Selection. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $90 

92 Tabor 2016 Malkiya Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). For full review see page 21. Kosher. 

abv: 14% Price: $60 

91 Flam 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Gali-
lee). Deep cherry-red in the glass, this wine 

has a nose of cassis and roasted fennel bulb. It has a 
viscous, almost syrupy quality, with flavors of black 
cherry, dark plum, licorice and mint. Silky tannins 
fade out as a lingering violet note takes hold of 
the after-palate. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

91 Segal’s 2017 Petit Unfiltered Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Galilee). Deep black cherry to the 

eye, this wine features a bouquet of blackberry and 
almond blossom. Pleasing on the palate, it offers 
silky tannins along with flavors of cranberry, black 
currant, coffee bean and thyme that culminate in 
a bright finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Judean Hills). For full review see 

page 27. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

91 Tabor 2016 Limited Edition I/II.000 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Galilee). With aromas of black-

berry and anise, this wine is dark ruby to the eye. 
Well-integrated flavors of cherry, pomegranate, 
licorice, baking spices and milk chocolate are set 
into lightly grippy tannins that peel away to reveal 
a lasting, cocoa-tinged finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 
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90 Alexander 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Galilee). Deep ruby to the eye, this 

wine has a nose of black cherry, violet and iodine. 
The flavor profile is comprised of blackberry, blue-
berry, anise and spearmint. It is well weighted on 
the palate, with tannins that start light and increase 
in power at the cherry-cola-infused finish. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

90 Or Haganuz 2016 Namura Single Vineyard 
Special Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Gali-

lee). Deep black cherry to the eye, this wine has a 
nose of black currant and roasted red pepper. Fla-
vors of cassis, black plum and dark chocolate are 
joined by strong notes of anise and menthol that 
may be a bit too cool for some tastes. Chewy tan-
nins slowly dissolve into an anisette-laced finish. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Shiloh Winery 2018 Shor Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Judean Hills). For full review see page 

32. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

89 Barkan 2017 Winemakers’ Choice Caber-
net Sauvignon (Galilee). Dark ruby in the 

glass, this wine offers aromas of cassis and toffee. 
It is round on the palate, with silky tannins and fla-
vors of black cherry, cranberry and butterscotch. A 
soft note of salinity graces the finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Or Haganuz 2019 Amuka Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Galilee). Inky garnet to the eye, this 

wine offers a bouquet of dark plums and cured 
meat. Bold tannins backdrop flavors of black cherry, 
cranberry, eucalyptus, charcuterie and orange blos-
som that linger through the finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Or Haganuz 2017 Marom Single Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Galilee). The scent of 

cassis with a hint of green pepper leads to flavors 
of black cherry, stewed plums, butterscotch, lico-
rice and clove. Fruit and spice swirl on the palate 
within light frame of mild tannins before melding 
into a cherry and licorice finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

88 Barkan 2017 Reserve The Gold Edition Cra-
ter Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Galilee). 

With a nose of black plum and juniper, this wine 
is ruby to the eye. Juicy in the mouth, it offers soft 
tannins and flavors of cranberry, pomegranate, tof-
fee and lavender. A burst of Sevilla orange domi-
nates the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Binyamina 2019 Yogev Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). With aromas of cherry conserves 

and green bell pepper, this black-cherry-colored 

wine has flavors of black currant, stewed plum, 
cranberry, milk chocolate and juniper. Soft tannins 
fade into an orange-zest finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Binyamina 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Galilee). Dark violet-red to the eye, 

this wine has a nose of strawberry and geranium 
leaf. It is cool on the palate, with flavors of anis-
ette, eucalyptus, black cherry and butterscotch. 
Midweight tannins slowly peel away to reveal final 
notes of baking spice. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

88 Psagot 2018 M Series Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Jerusalem). Aromas of cassis and violet 

candy set the scene for flavors of licorice, baking 
spice, spearmint and black cherry. Velvety tannins 
coat the mouth while spice outweighs fruit from 
first sip through the cherry-cough-drop finish. 
Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $34 

88 Tabor 2016 Adama Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Galilee). Dark ruby to the eye, this wine 

has aromas of blackberry and lavender. Deep-set 
tannins offer a backdrop for flavors of dark plum, 
black currant, licorice and mint that taper off to a 
cool, lingering finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $21 

88 Zion 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Judean Hills). This wine features aromas of 

pomegranate and clove. Soft tannins offer a back-
drop to flavors of strawberry, cranberry and anis-
ette that retract to reveal a candied-orange finish. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

86 Carmel 2018 Private Collection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Galilee). This wine has aromas 

of blackberry and baking spice. It is soft at first sip, 
with mellow tannins. Primarily cool flavors of clove, 
licorice and mint are backed by a bold note of cassis. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Carmel 2018 Selected Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Shomron). This easy-drinking wine has 

aromas of black cherry and rose petal. Very soft tan-
nins back up flavors of cherry pie, eucalyptus, blue-
berry and mint. The finish is marked by a zippy note 
of cranberry. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. Best 
Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $10 

MALBEC

88 Psagot 2019 Malbec (Jerusalem). Deep 
garnet in the glass, this wine has a nose of 

cherry and baking spices. Slightly aggressive tan-
nins support flavors of black currant, dark plum, 

licorice and black pepper that taper down to a dry-
ing finish. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

87 Teperberg 2019 Vision Dry Malbec (Samson). 
With aromas of black currant and thyme, 

this ruby-colored wine is bright in the mouth from 
first sip to zesty finish. Barely-there tannins sup-
port flavors of cranberry, pomegranate, Seville 
orange, oregano and sage. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. Best Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

87 Teperberg 2016 Essence Malbec (Samson). 
Inky violet to the eye, this wine has aromas 

of black currant, juniper and green bell pepper. It 
is a bit rigid on the palate, with heavy-handed tan-
nins and flavors of cherry, blackberry and sage that 
fade into a roasted red-pepper finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

CABERNET FRANC

91 Psagot 2018 M Series Cabernet Franc (Jerusa-
lem). This deep-ruby-colored wine offers fra-

grances of black currant, juniper berry, and ground 
black pepper. It imparts a blend of fruit and savory 
flavors including black cherry, raspberry, sage, but-
terscotch and paprika. Midweight tannins lead to a 
slightly spicy finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

90 Teperberg 2017 Legacy Cabernet Franc 
(Judean Hills). Deep ruby in the glass, this 

wine has aromas of blackberry, green pepper and 
thyme. Vigorous tannins support a satisfying mix 
of fruit, spice and herb flavors, in particular black 
plum, cassis, mint, clove, thyme and sage that wrap 
up in a cool finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

89 1848 Winery 2017 Fifth Generation Cabernet 
Franc (Judean Hills). This deep-cherry-red-

colored wine proffers aromas of cassis, blackberry, 
and summer farm stand. It is bright on entry with 
fruit flavors of black currant and ripe plum that are 
followed by modest tannins and savory notes of 
tobacco, green bell pepper and chocolate. It winds 
down to a smoky finish. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

MERLOT

90 Psagot 2018 Merlot (Jerusalem). This red-
violet-colored wine has aromas of blue-

berry preserves and violets. It is very smooth in the 
mouth, with satiny tannins, flavors of black cherry, 
dark plum, fennel bulb and lavender, and a soft flo-
ral finish. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $32 
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89 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Merlot 
(Judean Hills). Dark garnet in the glass, 

this wine has an aroma of fruits of the wood, with a 
touch of green pepper. It is firm on the palate, with 
stark tannins and flavors of black cherry, dark plum, 
sage, bell pepper and toffee. The finish is simulta-
neously bright and savory. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

87 Teperberg 2016 Essence Merlot (Samson). 
The color of blueberry pie filling, this wine 

features a nose of cassis, toffee and sage. Slightly 
disjointed flavors of cranberry, Bing cherry, smoked 
meat, butterscotch and bell pepper are set into rigid 
tannins that round off in a salty finish. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

86 Shiloh Winery 2018 Shor Merlot (Judean 
Hills). Deep ruby to the eye, this wine has 

a bouquet of black currant and vanilla. Surprisingly 
stiff tannins and a slightly gritty texture support fla-
vors of cherry, blueberry, milk chocolate and anise, 
culminating in a drying finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $34 

SYRAH/SHIRAZ

92 Netofa 2017 Dor Syrah (Galilee). Red violet 
in this wine has a bouquet of black currant 

and summer farm stand. The good mix of fruit and 
savory flavors conveys black cherry, dark plum, car-
amel, and herbes du Provence. Plush tannins linger 
into a slightly salty finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

92 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Shiraz 
(Judean Hills). For full review see page 21. 

Kosher. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

91 Binyamina 2016 The Chosen Ruby Syrah (Gali-
lee). Dark garnet in the glass, this wine has 

aromas of cherry pie with a violet floral lift. It is 
bright at first sip, followed by a network of asser-
tive tannins. Flavors of black currant, pomegran-
ate, dark chocolate, sage and lavender wind down 
to a juicy finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

91 Carmel 2016 Single Vineyard Kayoumi Vine-
yard Shiraz (Galilee). Dark violet-red to the 

eye, this wine has a bouquet of blackberry and ani-
seed. Flavors of cassis, black cherry, vanilla and rose 
petal spread across the palate, backed by a frame-
work of smooth tannins. The finish features a quick 
splash of Seville orange. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

90 Recanati 2019 Syrah (Galilee). Aromas of 
dark plums and violets lead to flavors of 

cranberry, pomegranate, cherry and Mediterranean 
herbs. Smooth in the mouth, this wine has silky 
tannins and a final note of orange zest. Kosher. Palm 
Bay International. —M.D. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Segal’s 2018 Whole Cluster Syrah (Judean 
Hills). Bright red-violet in color, this wine 

has a fruit-forward nose of cassis and dark plum. It 
is surprisingly bright in the mouth, with flavors of 
cranberry, pomegranate, strawberry and brambles. 
Slightly grippy tannins fade into an orange-laced 
finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

90 Tabor 2017 Mt. Tabor Shiraz (Galilee). For 
full review see page 37. Kosher. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Tulip Winery 2018 Reserve Syrah (Galilee). 
Dark ruby in color, this wine has a nose of 

black plum with a touch of green bell pepper. It is 
soft on the palate, with laid-back tannins and fla-
vors of cranberry, Bing cherry, dark chocolate and a 
touch of sage that culminate in a bright finish. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

RED BLENDS

94 Jezreel 2017 Icón (Shomron). Deep violet in 
color, this wine has aromas of black-currant 

jam, vanilla and juniper. It offers a savory compound 
of black cherry, pomegranate, clove, sage and black-
pepper flavors. A tight wall of tannins melts into 
fruit-tinged acidity and a splash of Valencia orange 
on the finish. Drink now through 2032. Kosher. 
Royal Wine Corporation. Cellar Selection. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $86 

93 Jezreel 2018 Alfa Special Reserve (Shom-
ron). For full review see page 14. Kosher. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

93 Psagot 2016 Peak (Jerusalem). With aromas 
of cherry pie, cassis and braised fennel, this 

wine is dark ruby in color. It offers a palate-pleas-
ing combination of fruit and spice flavors includ-
ing purple plum, black currant, anisette, clove, sage 
and oregano. Rugged tannins drop off into a finish 
marked with dried herb notes. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Binyamina 2016 Diamond (Galilee). With 
aromas of black currant, green bell pepper 

and Mediterranean herbs, this wine is deep ruby in 
color. It is soft on the palate, with barely-there tan-
nins and flavors of black cherry, cranberry, buttered 
toast and roasted fennel bulb. The Mediterranean 
herbs that were apparent on the nose make a return 
on the back palate. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

91 Tabor 2016 Special Edition Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon-Merlot-Petit Verdot (Galilee). This inky, 

red-purple-colored wine has a nose of cassis and 
violet. It is bright on entry, with flavors of black 
cherry, black currant, caramel and dark chocolate 
wrapped up sophisticated tannins. The finish is 
marked by a splash of bright orange. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

90 Binyamina 2017 Yogev Cabernet Sauvignon-
Petit Verdot (Samson). This deep-cherry-

colored wine has aromas of black plums and violets. 
Bold tannins frame flavors of blackberry, cassis, 
milk chocolate and tobacco leaf that make way for a 
bright finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. Best 
Buy. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Carmel 2018 Selected Mediterranean Style 
(Shomron). Red-violet in the glass, this 

wine has a bouquet of cassis, mocha and tobacco. 
It is very smooth in the mouth, with restrained tan-
nins and flavors of cherry, raspberry, butterscotch, 
anisette and juniper. The mild finish offers a final 
note of brightness. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

91 Jezreel 2018 Nahalal (Galilee). Dark garnet 
in the glass, this wine has a bouquet of wild 

berries on the vine. It fills the mouth with flavors 
of raspberry, strawberry, Valencia orange and a hint 
of rosemary that are set into velvet tannins. The 
long finish is remarkably bright. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 25% Price: $25 

90 Domaine du Castel 2018 Petit Castel (Haut-
Judeé). This wine is red-violet to the eye. 

Aromas of black cherry and violet set the scene for 
flavors of black plum, raspberry, lavender, roasted 
red pepper and a touch of smoke, with a framework 
of bold tannins. The finish is marked by a touch of 
flint. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

90 Jezreel 2019 Alfa (Galilee). Dark violet-
red in the glass, this wine proffers aromas 

of cassis and vanilla. Flavors of black cherry, dark 
plum, toffee, sage and black pepper come together 
amid pliable tannins and then fade into a buttered-
popcorn finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Nadiv 2017 Matan (Judean Hills). With a 
nose of black plum and smoked meat, this 

deep-ruby-colored wine features flavors of black 
cherry, cherry cola, smoked meat, dark chocolate 
and black pepper. Firm tannins take hold of the pal-
ate and then dwindle towards a surprisingly bright 
finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

90 Netofa 2018 Latour (Galilee). The color of 
black cherries, this wine has a bouquet of 
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raspberry and tomato leaf. A pleasantly wild note 
heightens flavors of cherry, blackberry, salted toffee 
and ground black pepper. Mellow tannins evaporate 
into the savory finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Netofa 2018 Tel Qasser (Galilee). With aro-
mas of blackberry and wild mountainside 

herbs, this wine is bright ruby to the eye. It is a 
touch cool in taste, with fluid tannins wrapped 
around flavors of black cherry, dark plum, anise, 
menthol and eucalyptus that lead to a spicy finish. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

90 Or Haganuz 2018 Elima Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon-Cabernet Franc (Galilee). Dark garnet 

in the glass, this wine has aromas of black cherry 
and rose petal. Despite slightly stiff tannins, it feels 
good in the mouth, offering flavors of black cherry, 
cassis, dark chocolate, baking spice and purple 
flowers, with a fruit-compote finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Shiloh Winery 2017 Legend Fiddler (Judean 
Hills). For full review see page 32. Kosher. 

abv: 15% Price: $37 

90 Shiloh Winery 2017 Legend Honi (Judean 
Hills). For full review see page 33. Kosher. 

abv: 15% Price: $37 

90 Teperberg 2014 Providence (Shomron). 
Bright red-violet in the glass, this wine has 

aromas of cassis, coffee and green pepper. It is full 
on the palate, with solid tannins, flavors of black 
currant, dark cherries, thyme, oregano, and a final 
splash of cranberry. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpora-
tion. —M.D. 
abv: 15% Price: $100 

89 Domaine du Castel 2018 La Vie Rouge du Cas-
tel Haute Judée (Jerusalem). This ruby-red-

colored wine has aromas of cherry and charcuterie. 
It may be a little feral for some tastes, with slightly 
gritty tannins, flavors of black currant, black cherry, 
smoked meat and brambles, and a parting note of 
wild flowers. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

89 Flam 2018 Classico (Judean Hills). Aromas 
of black cherry and summer farm stand 

pave the way for flavors of blackberry, pomegran-
ate, roasted tomato and green pepper. It is bright in 
the mouth, with barely-there tannins and a splash 
of cranberry on the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Cor-
poration. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Psagot 2017 Edom M Series (Jerusalem). 
Deep violet in the glass, this wine has a 

bouquet of cassis, blackberry and violet. It offers 
a nice mix of fruit and savory flavors, in particular 
black cherry, pomegranate, lavender and espresso. 

Pliable tannins wind down towards a final note of 
coffee bean. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

89 Tulip Winery 2016 Espero (Galilee). Deep 
ruby in color, this wine has aromas of black 

cherry and coffee bean. Well-integrated flavors of 
black currant, pomegranate, charcuterie and thyme 
are set in a web of downy tannins that wind down 
to a savory, dried-herb finish. Kosher. Royal Wine 
Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Nadiv 2018 Reshit (Judean Hills). This 
black-cherry-colored wine has a bouquet 

of blackberry pie and caramel. It offers a nice sense 
of balance on the palate, with softly drying tannins 
and flavors of cranberry, pomegranate and tarte 
tatin. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Shiloh Winery 2019 Privilege Wine Maker’s 
Blend (Judean Hills). Dark ruby in the glass, 

this wine has a nose of cherry and pencil lead. Fla-
vors of raspberry, strawberry, mountainside herbs 
and black pepper are set into stern tannins that 
subside into a finish noted for a splash of pomegran-
ate. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 Tulip Winery 2018 Maia Caesarea Valencia 
(Samson). Deep ruby in the glass, this wine 

features aromas of black cherry, green pepper and 
thyme. It is bright on impact, with flavors of cherry, 
strawberry, herbes du Provence and white choco-
late. Soft tannins give a slightly dusty feel on the 
palate that races into a savory finish. Kosher. Royal 
Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

86 Alexander 2012 The Great Grand Reserve 
(Galilee). Inky garnet in the glass, this wine 

offers a nose of black cherry, clove and licorice. It 
seems a little off balance, with still-overbearing 
tannins and flavors of tart cranberry, strawberry 
and menthol. The quick finish features a mix of cool 
and tart flavors. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. 
—M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $180 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Jezreel 2017 Carignan (Shomron). With a 
nose of black currant and aniseed, this dark, 

garnet-colored wine is opulent in the mouth, with 
plush tannins and flavors of fruits of the wood, 
anise, dried herbs, caramel and coffee that lead to 
an espresso-bean finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corpo-
ration. Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Petit Ver-
dot (Judean Hills). For full review see page 

21. Kosher. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

91 Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret Reserve Petite 
Syrah (Judean Hills). For full review see page 

27. Kosher. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

90 Shiloh Winery 2018 Shor Barbera (Judean 
Hills). For full review see page 32. 

abv: 15.5% Price: $34 

89 Tabor 2016 Single Vineyard Shifon Vineyard 
Tannat (Galilee). With aromas of cassis, 

red plum and tobacco, this deep-ruby-colored wine 
offers flavors of blackberry, black currant, Mediter-
ranean herbs and salted toffee. Rich tannins come 
on strong and then dissolve into a bright finish. 
Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $41 

88 Segal’s 2018 Whole Cluster Pinot Noir 
(Judean Hills). Deep garnet to the eye, this 

wine proffers a bouquet of black cherry, cassis and 
brambles. Soft tannins offer a backdrop to flavors 
of blackberry, cranberry, milk chocolate and sage. A 
burst of Mediterranean herb flavors is set loose on 
the finish. Kosher. Royal Wine Corporation. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

SOUTH AFRICA
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

94 Boekenhoutskloof 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

94 Reyneke 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). From biodynamic/organic 

producer Reyneke comes this special-release wine 
that’s sourced from a single block and made only in 
exceptional vintages. This is just about everything 
you’d want a Cab to be—concentrated in ripe but 
not overly done black fruit, with earthy elements of 
turned soil, woodsy spice, pressed purple flowers 
and singed tobacco leaf, all framed by boldly struc-
turing yet somehow simultaneously elegant tan-
nins. Long and evolving on the finish, this is beau-
tiful from start to finish and will age well through 
2036. Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $136 

93 Le Riche 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). A lifted, mentholated top 

note wafts from the glass of this red, with initial 
tones of balsamic herbs, black currant leaf, lico-
rice root and fresh rooibos riding atop a grounded 
core of ripe black plum and cherry. Medium-plus in 
weight, the tannins are firm and gripping at present, 
though there is ample fruity intensity and acidity to 
keep it all in balance and with the promise of good 
maturation in the years ahead. Drink now–2029. 
Blue Crane Imports LLC. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

93 Neil Ellis 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stellen-
bosch). An initial hint of singed black plum 

skin hits you on first nosing, followed closely after 
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by notes of licorice root, cassis, cherry skin and 
brambly blackberry. The medium-weight palate is 
plush but structured, with framing tannins that 
yield a texture like crushed satin. Acidity picks up 
the freshness after the sip and through the close, 
which evolves to offer more wood spice and light 
char tones on the end. Enjoy now–2028. The Sort-
ing Table. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

93 Rust en Vrede 2017 Single Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Stellenbosch). This wine starts 

off pretty shy and reserved, with delicate aromas of 
crunchy black currant and cherry hit by a touch of 
earthy spice. The palate is medium-plus in weight, 
with a texture like crushed velvet and more robust 
black fruit tones complemented by a solid dust-
ing of licorice root and cigar box spice. The finish 
is long and fueled by charred whole spice, roasted 
espresso bean and tilled earth. It will come into 
its own with more time, so enjoy after 2028 and 
through 2036. Terlato Wines International. Cellar 
Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Simonsig 2017 The Garland Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Simonsberg-Stellenbosch). For full 

review see page 16. Cellar Selection.
abv: 14% Price: $120 

93 Stark-Condé 2017 Oude Nektar Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Jonkershoek Valley). For full 

review see page 16. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

92 Bartinney 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stel-
lenbosch). An attractive top note of sweet 

spice leads to aromas of baked plum and blackberry 
pie on the enticing nose of this plush red. Glim-
mers of licorice root and char lend added depth to 
the bouquet. The palate is smooth yet structured, 
with a feel like crushed velvet and ripe but firm 
tones of black plum skin, cassis and blackberry that 
boast a hint of toasted oak and carry through to the 
medium-length finish. —L.B. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

92 Boekenhoutskloof 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Franschhoek). There’s a strong purple vio-

let and rooibos character that immediately wafts 
from the glass of this red, with supporting aromas 
of blackberry, cassis and boysenberry. Its silky and 
smooth in the mouth, with a satiny texture and fine 
tannins that show a soft grip through the spiced 
black fruit finish. It’s attractive and well-balanced. 
Drink now–2027. Vineyard Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

92 Kaapzicht 2017 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). Plush and attractive, this 

wine opens with aromas of black cherry, brambly 
berry and baked plum, all hit by a solid dose of bak-
ing spice and singed licorice for added depth and 
complexity. The palate is well-balanced, with good 
intensity to the rich black fruit flavors alongside 
medium acidity and firmly structured tannins. The 
finish is all spiced fruits and baked berry pie. It’s 

hard to resist now but should mature well through 
2031. Red Wolf Imports. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

92 Kanonkop 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stel-
lenbosch). A sweet-oak overlay graces the 

nose of this decadent red, expressed in notes of 
baking spice and raw cocoa atop black cherry and 
currant fruit. Hints of tilled earth and foot-crushed 
violets add attractive depth and complexity, though 
they also suggest promise of more to come as the 
wood mellows. The palate is tight and firmly struc-
tured, with gripping, astringent tannins that need 
more time to resolve and better coalesce with the 
fruit. Drink 2026–2031. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Lanzerac 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Jonker-
shoek Valley). Beautifully ripe and lush 

black plum, cherry and blackberry scents are dusted 
with soft toasted spice and woody accents on the 
nose of this Cab. There’s a nice purple flower ele-
ment as well, with a soft mentholated herbal char-
acter reminiscent of black currant leaf. The pal-
ate is medium in weight and velvety in feel, with 
structured but fine tannins that support the ripe 
black-fruit flavors. A fine seam of acidity keeps the 
palate fresh and the finish clean and lingering, with 
good evolution. Drink now–2029. Matthew Ackland 
Selections, Inc. . —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

92 Muratie 2017 Martin Melck Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Simonsberg-Stellenbosch). This 

smells layered and enticing right from the start, 
with lovely aromas of just-ripe black plum and cas-
sis that are topped with notes of raw tobacco leaf, 
red rooibos and leather. Plush and well-balanced, 
more of those just-ripe black fruit tones unfold on 
the palate and are framed by moderate tannins for 
a texture like crushed satin. Lightly toasted oak and 
spice accents drive the medium-length close. Drink 
now–2029. Cape Ardor LLC. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Neil Ellis 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Jonker-
shoek Valley). This is a rich and robust 

pour, with an intense nose of char, cigar box and 
pipe tobacco atop a core of black fruit preserves. It’s 
full and decadent in the mouth, with a robust, vel-
vety palate that offers beautiful structure and fruity 
richness all at once. The finish is long and wood-
fueled at the moment, but this has the stuff and 
overall harmony to do well over the medium term. 
Drink through 2031. The Sorting Table. —L.B. 
abv: NA Price: $48 

92 Simonsig 2017 Labyrinth Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stellenbosch). For full review see 

page 21. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Waterford 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stel-
lenbosch). A mentholated, herbal top note 

leads the nose of this red, which has a core of bram-
bly blackberry and boysenberry. The palate is plush 
and balanced, with rich black fruit flavors that are 

surrounded by fine tannins and soft acidity to keep 
the richness in check. Final hits of licorice and 
woody spice grace the close. United Wine and Spir-
its. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 Jardin 2017 The Long Fuse Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stellenbosch). Holy herbs, Batman! 

This wine opens with assertive tones of mentho-
lated herbs, fresh rooibos, laurel and rosemary, all 
riding atop grounded fruit tones of blackberry and 
cassis. It’s medium in weight and plush on the pal-
ate, with a texture like crushed velvet as moderately 
gripping tannins frame the muddled black fruit fla-
vors. The finish brings back more of those mentho-
lated tones, with good staying power and a fading 
grip. Drink now–2026. Pascal/Schildt Selections. 
—L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

91 Rust en Vrede 2017 Estate Vineyards Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Stellenbosch). A bright 

cherry top note is front and center on the nose of 
this wine, with additional scents of raspberry pre-
serves, pressed violet and vanilla bean. The palate is 
like crushed satin in texture, with ample tannins to 
frame the ripe fruit but also good grip and structure 
to support it all and lend length to the finish. Addi-
tional flourishes of cocoa and toasted, whole bak-
ing spices add depth to the close. Drink now–2029. 
Terlato Wines International. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

91 Stark-Condé 2017 Three Pines Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Jonkershoek Valley). Warm and bram-

bly, this is like a cozy sweater in a glass, enticing and 
welcoming in aromas of ripe black currant, plum 
preserves and boysenberry. The medium-weight 
palate shows soft tannic structure and ample acidity 
to keep the plush fruit in check and vibrant through 
the close. Fruit flavors initially fuel the finish but 
then fade into delicate hints of toasted oak and cigar 
spice. Drink now–2026. Vineyard Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

91 Thelema 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stel-
lenbosch). There’s an upfront herb-crusted 

meatiness on the nose of this wine, like roast beef 
coated in fennel seed, lavender buds, black tea, 
thyme twigs and sage that’s then baked with plum 
and blackberry. The palate is full and robust in 
spiced black plum and black cherry flavors, with 
firm tannins that yields a gripping mouthfeel from 
first sip through to the lingering finish. Drink now, 
if you must, but otherwise, hold till 2026–2031. 
Canopy Wine Selections. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Delaire Graff 2017 Laurence Graff Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Stellenbosch). This is pretty 

shy and reserved at first, with faint hints of wood 
spice, black currant and black plum on the nose. 
It’s medium-plus in weight, with more fruity inten-
sity and a bold tannic structure that unfolds on the 
crushed velvet palate. The finish is enduring and 
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evolving, ending with a kiss of cigar box spice. Drink 
now–2027. Broadbent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: NA Price: $540 

90 Hartenberg 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stel-
lenbosch). Plum preserves, black cherry 

juice and blackberry liquor all abound on the nose 
of this attractively fruit-forward wine. Hints of lico-
rice root and fresh rooibos lend a slightly mentho-
lated lift to the bouquet. The mouthfeel is supple 
and velvety, with well-structured but fine tannins 
that offer ample structure and grip through the 
close. Soft tones of toasted oak and cigar box close 
out the sip. Drink now–2027. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Holden Manz 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Franschhoek). Blackberry and cherry 

preserves and black currant liqueur dominate the 
bouquet of this richly fruited wine. A soft overlay 
of sweet baking spice and vanilla add complexity to 
the nose, while the palate is plush and creamy in 
feel with more black-fruit-flesh flavors that carry 
through to the decadent close. Drink now–2026. 
Aquamvinos. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $43 

90 Le Riche 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Stel-
lenbosch). Vibrant scents of pressed violet 

and iris lead the surprisingly floral nose of this red. 
Additional hints of blueberry and raspberry lend a 
fruity suppleness to the bouquet and follow through 
to the smooth, satiny palate alongside the faintest 
hint of earthy spice. The mouthfeel is bright and 
alive, with a thread of acidity that lifts the mouth-
feel and offers verve through the fruit-fueled finish. 
Blue Crane Imports LLC. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

90 Spier 2017 21 Gables Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). There are cocoa, carnation 

and cardamom elements to the bouquet of this wine, 
with tones of black cherry preserves and plum sauce 
for fruity interest. The palate is medium in weight 
but offers a surprisingly firmly tannic structure and 
pronounced acidic streak that carry through to the 
finish. A soft herbal underlay lifts the juicy fruit fla-
vors from sip to close. Drink now–2027. USA Wine 
West. —L.B. 
abv: NA Price: $36 

90 Stark-Condé 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stellenbosch). Abundant sweet-spice aro-

mas of cigar box, toasted oak and licorice take cen-
ter stage on the nose of this wine, with a dark core 
of lush black fruit in the background. The palate is 
plush and flavorful, with abundant blackberry and 
cherry flavors that are softly framed by fine-grain 
tannins. It’s enticing, surprisingly supple and easy 
to enjoy. Enjoy now and through 2026. Vineyard 
Brands. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 Warwick 2017 The Blue Lady Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Simonsberg-Stellenbosch). An 

upfront herbal character forms the nose of this 

earthy wine, expressed through wafts of tilled earth, 
dried red rooibos, currant leaf and plum skin. The 
palate is smooth and satiny in feel, with fine tan-
nins and juicy boysenberry and blackberry flavors 
that feel fresh and vibrant through the close. Drink 
now–2026. Elektra Wines LLC. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Ernie Els 2017 Major Series Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Stellenbosch). Strong wafts of 

pressed iris, carnation and raw tobacco leaf lead the 
bouquet of this floral red, with additional notes of 
Damson plum and black cherry flesh just behind. 
The palate is quite firmly structured and bright in 
tart black fruit acidity, with a lightly toasted oak 
note that unfolds on the medium-length finish. Ter-
lato Wines International. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Glenelly 2017 Glass Collection Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Stellenbosch). Cassis and black 

currant leaf lead the nose of this red, with an addi-
tional aroma of black plum flesh in the background. 
The palate is light and refreshing, with more of the 
same fruit tones with greater intensity than the 
nose offered alongside ample acidity that keeps it 
fresh through the close. Drink now–2024. Cape 
Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Stellenbosch Reserve 2017 Ou Hoofge-
bou Cabernet Sauvignon (Stellenbosch). 

Medium-intense aromas of brambly blackberry and 
boysenberry mingle with touches of licorice root 
and tilled earth on the nose. The palate is softly vel-
vety in feel, with fine but amply supportive tannins 
and a good seam of acidity that lends verve through 
the finish. Flavors mirror the nose, and while this 
is somewhat direct and straightforward, it is also 
well-balanced and easy to like. Terlato Wines Inter-
national. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

CABERNET FRANC

92 Raats Family 2017 Cabernet Franc (Stellen-
bosch). Lovely herbal aromatics lead the 

nose here, expressed in waves of fresh tobacco leaf, 
singed laurel, blackberry leaf, light char and just-
ripe black plum. The palate is medium in weight and 
more red in fruit character than the nose initially 
offers, with more whole, leafy green herb tones. 
The tannins are robust upon entry but then resolve 
nicely through the sip and finish, ending with a kiss 
of red plum and cherry flavor. Drink now–2031. 
Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Edgebaston 2016 David Finlayson Camino 
Africana Cabernet Franc (Stellenbosch). 

This smells rich and oaky right off the bat, with 
pronounced sweet baking spice aromas atop jammy 
fruit tones of berry preserves and cherry pie. It’s 
soft and slightly creamy upon entry, but then firm 
tannins unfold on the midpalate to reveal a solid 
structure to the lush fruit flavors. Oak spice still 

dominates the finish, and overall it needs a bit more 
time to mellow. Drink after 2025. Southern Starz, 
Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

90 Keermont 2015 Pondokrug Cabernet Franc 
(Stellenbosch). There’s a sweet overlay to 

the bouquet of this wine, offered in waves of ripe 
red plum and cherry that are hit by a dusting of 
sweet oak and vanilla. It just hits medium in weight 
and is overall quite delicate in structure, with bright 
acidity and soft tannins that yield a refreshing and 
lightly structured texture and impression. Hints of 
spiced plum linger on the close. Drink now. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

88 Raats Family 2017 Dolomite Cabernet Franc 
(Stellenbosch). There’s a pronounced 

woody character to the nose of this red, with hints 
of blackberry leaf, cherry stem, tree bark and lightly 
toasted oak. There’s a subtle warmth on the nose, 
with fruity tones of just-ripe red plum and cherry 
stems on the palate. It’s straightforward, juicy and 
direct, with just faint hints of earthy herbs on the 
close. Drink now. Cape Classics. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

CINSAULT

92 Savage 2017 Follow The Line Cinsault (Dar-
ling). There’s a ton of floral character on the 

nose of this bright and vibrant red, made predomi-
nantly from Cinsault but with 7% Syrah as well. 
Pronounced scents of rose and gardenia are offered 
alongside herbal accents of fresh thyme, lavender 
and rooibos. The palate is light yet silky in feel, with 
a lively dance and harmony between the barely ripe 
red fruit elements of snappy cranberry and cherry 
and the earthy, herbal elements that carry though 
to the finish. Drink now. Broadbent Selections, Inc. 
—L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $49 

RED BLENDS

94 Leeu Passant 2017 Dry Red Wine (Western 
Cape). A blend of 56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

26% Cinsault and 18% Cabernet Franc, there’s an 
immediate draw to this wine’s bouquet. A complex 
mix of fresh, snappy black cherry, cassis and plum 
is partnered with purple floral tones of pressed vio-
let and carnation, all hit by licorice, clove and rooi-
bos dust. The palate is like crushed satin, with ripe 
fruit flavors that are perfectly framed by fine yet 
supportive and structuring tannins that carry it all 
through to the enduring finish. It comes across more 
red fruited than black on the palate, with lingering 
notes of church incense and sweet spice on the back 
of the close. So lovely and layered, it’s hard to pass 
up now but this should mature well through 2033. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 
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92 Ataraxia 2018 Serenity (Hemel-en-Aarde 
Ridge). A unique South African blend of a 

signature grape for the country, Pinotage, and its 
parents, Pinot Noir and Cinsault, this is light ruby 
in color and boasts lovely earthy aromatics of for-
est floor, red cherry, mentholated berry, red cur-
rant, pomegranate and a touch of cocoa. The palate 
is similarly light and ethereal, with a delicacy and 
juiciness that begs for thoughtful warm-weather 
enjoyment thanks to lively, mouthwatering waves of 
bright cherry and currant fruits and just a touch of 
cocoa decadence on the back. It’s incredibly smash-
able now but should also hold well over the medium 
term. Red Wolf Imports. Editors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

92 Kaapzicht 2017 Steytler Pentagon Estate 
Wine (Stellenbosch). This traditional Bor-

deaux-style blend is pretty tight and closed right off 
the bat, so if you’re going to try and enjoy it now, 
definitely decant or give it some time to breathe 
after opening. However, once it opens up, waves of 
black plum and cassis are layered with intense notes 
of cigar box spice and leather, all of which carry 
through to the big, firmly structured and fully grip-
ping palate. But it’s all in balance—the intensity is 
there all around, from fruit to structure to finish—
so give this some time to truly come into its own 
and shine. Drink 2027–2036. Red Wolf Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —L.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Hogan 2016 Divergent (Coastal Region). 
A blend of 34% Carignan, 33% Caber-

net Sauvignon and 33% Cinsault, this opens with 
slightly gamy, meaty and peppery characteristics 
aromas that sit atop supporting fruit tones of red 
cherry and boysenberry. It’s smooth in flavor and 
textured like crushed satin, with delicate yet struc-
turing tannins that finish with flourishes of wood 
and whole-peppercorn spice. Drink now–2026. 
Broadbent Selections, Inc. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

88 Kusafiri 2020 Organic Red No Added Sul-
fites Cabernet Sauvignon-Merlot (Coastal 

Region). This organic and vegan-friendly wine is 
fruit-forward and easygoing on approach, with ini-
tial aromas of spiced black plum, green peppercorn 
and touches of black-currant and tobacco leaf. The 
palate is light and fairly fresh, with more raspberry 
and cherry fruit flavors that lead the palate and soft 
tannins that fade nicely on the clean finish. Drink 
now. Also available in 4-packs of 250-ml cans. The 
Triton Collection. —L.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Lubanzi 2019 Red (Coastal Region). This 
blend of 75% Syrah, 18% Grenache and 7% 

Mourvèdre opens with aromas of muddled boysen-
berries and plum flesh enlivened by ample baking 
spice tones and a kiss of vanilla. The palate is light 
and easygoing, with juicy fruit tones and a softly 
tannic, approachable texture. It’s direct and fruit-
forward overall, and easy to drink. Cape Venture 
Wine Co. —L.B. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

AUSTRALIA
CHARDONNAY

97 Vasse Felix 2019 Heytesbury Chardonnay 
(Margaret River). One of the most renowned 

Chardonnays in Australia, the latest release is a 
knockout. A cool vintage allowed for gorgeous natu-
ral acidity and bright fruit to shine. Being the most 
cellarworthy of the Vasse Chards, Heytesbury is 
always structured and more oak driven when young. 
It opens with heady aromas of toasted nuts, flint, 
seashell, vanilla pod and a seaweed-like umami note 
amid melon and lemon curd. The palate is fabu-
lously fresh with textural complexity, and lingering 
nut, saline and citrus notes on the lengthy finish. 
Drink now–2030 and likely much longer. Nego-
ciants USA–Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $80 

95 Vasse Felix 2019 Chardonnay (Margaret 
River). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

94 Stella Bella 2019 Chardonnay (Margaret 
River). For full review see page 12. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

92 Vasse Felix 2020 Filius Chardonnay (Marga-
ret River). This entry-level wine opens with 

a lift of tangy citrus and stone fruit, with just a hint 
of oak and native yeast complexities. The palate is 
light to medium in weight with a gentle textural 
creaminess, bright fruit and a salty crunch to the 
acidity. It’s a classy yet approachable wine that 
demonstrates how much Aussie Chard has grown 
up. Drink now. Negociants USA–Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

92 Bec Hardy 2020 Pertaringa Scarecrow Sau-
vignon Blanc (Adelaide Hills). The Hardys 

are one of Australia’s oldest wine families and Bec 
is their first female winemaker. In 2020, Bec took 
over her father Geoff’s Pertaringa brand, and if this 
SB is anything to go by, it’s in good hands. Vibrant 
fruit aromas typical to Adelaide hills are at the fore 
(think peach, pineapple, fig and lime zest), flecked 
with honeysuckle and grassy notes. The palate is 
zingy and textural, those bright aromas morphing 
into flavors, with all the refreshment of a lime pop-
sicle (sans sweetness) on a sweltering summer day. 
A crowd-pleaser with more interest than your aver-
age Aussie SB. Mack & Schuhle Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Bec Hardy 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (South Aus-
tralia). This is a crowd-pleasing and afford-

able Sauvignon with which to stock the summer-
time fridge. The nose shows pretty, delicate notes 
of jasmine, honeysuckle, citrus blossom, peach and 

grapefruit with just a hint of green veg pungency 
to remind you we’re in Sauvignon Blanc territory. 
Fresh, floral and fruity in the mouth, there’s some 
slippery texture to this dry and refreshing drop. 
Mack & Schuhle Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

89 Flying Wild 2019 Three Elms Sauvignon 
Blanc (Western Australia). This is a fresh 

poolside sipper from Western Australia that opens 
with a touch of seashell-and-onion reduction but 
quickly moves into lime, peach and passion fruit 
territory, with a tomato leaf and snow pea under-
belly. In the mouth, crisp acidity and citrus flavors 
flow through to the finish. Straightforward yet vari-
etal and balanced. Little Peacock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Clairault 2019 Halley & Lex Sauvignon Blanc 
(Margaret River). This is a straightforward, 

summery Sauvignon. Underneath the reductive 
oniony notes can be found lemon-lime, dried pine-
apple, grass and subtle florals. It does open some-
what after time in the glass, and more of the more 
attractive fruit and floral characters shine. There’s 
quite elevated acidity on the palate and also a feel-
ing of some residual sugar, which never quite gels, 
leaving the fruit a touch sour on the finish. Margaret 
River Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

SEMILLON

95 Brokenwood 2014 ILR Reserve Semillon 
(Hunter Valley). For full review see page 5. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $34 

92 Brokenwood 2016 Oakey Creek Vineyard 
Semillon (Hunter Valley). This single vine-

yard Hunter Semillon from over-20-year-old vines 
still has many years ahead of it, but it’s also in a 
happy drinking spot now. The nose is open and 
expressive, with waxy lemon and lime, peach pit, 
white spice and gentle herbal aromas. The palate is 
zippy, fresh and fruity, softened by a supple texture 
and honeyed notes. A pithy lemony bite finishes. 
Drink now until around 2027. Old Bridge Cellars. 
—C.P. 
abv: 11% Price: $34 

91 Brokenwood 2020 Semillon (Hunter Valley). 
This renowned estate’s most recent vintage—

a hot, dry and difficult year—has produced a solid 
wine that may not have the longevity of some pre-
vious vintages, but that offers a lot of drinkabil-
ity in the short term. There’s a heady perfume of 
lemon oil, orange peel, dried herbs, beeswax, wool 
and kerosene. The palate is fresh but not shrill or 
unbalanced. Drink through 2029. Old Bridge Cel-
lars. —C.P. 
abv: 11% Price: $20 

89 First Creek 2018 Semillon (Hunter Valley). 
While still varietally and regionally on the 

mark, this bottling doesn’t currently present as well 
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as the previous vintage did. The nose is straightfor-
ward, bright and fruity, wafting aromas of peach, 
ripe lemon, honeysuckle and talc. Acidity on the 
palate is shrill, wrestling out the citrus flavors and 
waxy texture. This may simply need another few 
years in the bottle to knit together and then could 
cellar through 2026. Little Peacock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $25 

RIESLING

91 Jim Barry 2017 LoosenBarry Wolta Wolta Dry 
Riesling (Clare Valley). This is a collabora-

tion between the Barry family and German pro-
ducer Ernst Loosen. As such, German winemaking 
techniques like the use of 3,000-liter casks, native 
yeast fermentation and extended time on the lees 
have been implemented, resulting in rounder, more 
textural Riesling than the Barrys’s other bottlings. 
Light honey-hued, it’s initially quite reductive 
but as it receives air, shows lime, honeycomb and 
orchard blossom aromas. There’s shrill acidity on 
the palate but lovely texture and a mineral note that 
underpins the lingering fruit and floral characters. 
Still very young, this could unfold beautifully with 
time in the cellar. Loosen Bros. USA. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $75 

90 Jim Barry 2019 Watervale Riesling (Clare 
Valley). This approachable white shows 

heaps of lime leaf, lavender and talc aromas. The 
acidity is lifted and fresh but not shrill. There’s 
what feels like just the slightest sweetness, bright 
citrus fruit, and a chalky texture. A quintessential 
Clare Valley wine that’s food and summer friendly. 
Loosen Bros. USA. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Jim Barry 2017 The Florita Riesling (Clare 
Valley). From nearly 60-year-old vines, The 

Florita is a wine destined for a long life. Despite a 
few years of bottle age, it is tight and austere, with 
reductive notes at the fore when first opened. As 
the wine warms in the glass, the bright citrus fruit 
starts to show. The acidity on the palate remains 
laser sharp, with a slight prickle that dissipates 
with time. There’s a gently slippery texture, a lovely 
tea tree character and limey freshness that lingers 
on the finish. Drink now with a meal until 2032 at 
least. Loosen Bros. USA. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

89 Jim Barry 2019 Lodge Hill Riesling (Clare Val-
ley). This is a young wine in the dry, some-

times austere, lean Riesling style of this producer. It 
needs air as it’s quite reductive at first, the Band-
Aid and onion notes dominating. Gentle notes of 
citrus, stone fruit and mineral float from the glass 
eventually. Acidity shrieks from the palate, saved by 
some roundness of texture and fruit depth. There’s 
a long finish of juicy limey fruit. It’s crying out for a 
Thai curry. Loosen Bros. USA. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

ROSÉS

88 Cape Mentelle 2019 Rosé (Margaret River). 
This rosé offers straightforward, appealing 

notes of ripe raspberry and strawberry. The palate 
is dry and light, with crisp, tingly acidity and berry 
notes throughout. Moët Hennessy USA. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Alkoomi 2020 Rosé (Frankland River). This 
ballerina slipper-hued rosé, from the cool 

climes of the Great Southern region, opens with 
delicate fruit notes of peach and watermelon, 
backed by florals and white spices. The palate is dry, 
light and refreshing, if a little forced on the wine-
making front, finishing a touch bitter. Little Peacock 
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

85 Cockfighter’s Ghost 2018 Single Vineyard 
Sangiovese Rosé (McLaren Vale). This 

McLaren Vale Sangiovese-based rosé shows some 
reductive, sulfuric notes at the start. Beneath it 
lurks soft strawberry and watermelon notes. Things 
slightly improve on the palate, although there’s a lot 
of forced winemaking showing here. There’s crisp 
acidity, a bit of white spice and delicate berry fruit 
right to the finish. Cape Ardor LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

95 Henschke 2016 Cyril Henschke Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Eden Valley). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $180 

94 Lambert 2015 Silent Partner Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Barossa Valley). Still in its infancy 

despite some bottle age, this inky Cab opens with 
plush dark berries, fistfuls of mint and other fresh 
herbs, dark chocolate, cedar and an iodine streak. 
There’s a lovely lift of acidity on the palate, mak-
ing the fruit feel fresh and juicy amid tightly wound 
savory, leathery tannins. Drink 2022–2035. AUSA 
Pacific. —C.P. 
abv: 15% Price: $82 

94 Wakefield 2015 The Visionary Exceptional 
Parcel Release Cabernet Sauvignon (Clare 

Valley). For full review see page 12. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

93 Alkoomi 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Frank-
land River). Alkoomi’s Cab, from Western 

Australia’s deep south, is a seriously structured wine 
with chiseled shoulders. It’s a deep well of flavor, 
both emotive and varietal: blueberry, currant, dark 
chocolate, black olive, eucalyptus leaf, and savory, 
earthy herbs. In the mouth, there’s a silkiness to the 
fruit, baked by fistfuls of earthy herbs and spices, 
all held firmly in place by muscular yet fine, chalky 
tannins. This needs protein and a decanter if drink-

ing now but could cellar until 2030, at least. Little 
Peacock Imports. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

93 Clarendon Hills 2016 Blewitt Springs San-
down Cabernet Sauvignon (McLaren Vale). 

Despite a bit of age, this Cab is still an infant. It’s 
rich and concentrated but with layers of flavor such 
as dark berries, tobacco leaf, mint and earthy spice. 
The tannins are intensely muscular, cinching the 
supple fruit. A beast of a wine for chewing rather 
than sipping. Don’t touch anytime soon. Drink 
2023–2033. Vinfolio. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $89 

92 Bec Hardy 2019 Pertaringa Lakeside Caber-
net Sauvignon (South Australia). This rose-

colored South Aussie Cab delivers in a big way. It 
opens with bright, lucid aromas of red berries, bak-
ing spice, tree bark and flowers. The tannins are 
well-integrated, soft yet present, gently tugging on 
the fruit, which gets a lift from the crunchy acidity. 
A modern, medium-weight Aussie Cab that should 
be a weeknight staple. Mack & Schuhle Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

92 Handpicked 2017 Regional Selections Caber-
net Sauvignon (Margaret River). This is an 

aromatic Margaret River Cab that bursts from the 
glass with plush, high-toned red and black fruit, 
tomato leaf, dark chocolate, graphite and a mélange 
of savory herbs. The palate is also bombastic but 
fresher than expected. There’s quite a lot of tannin 
but it’s well-integrated into the juicy fruit. While 
this walks somewhat to its own beat, there’s a piz-
zazz that makes it highly likable, especially beside 
grilled steak or portobello mushroom. Drink now 
and over the next several years. American Spirits 
Exchange Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

92 Handpicked 2014 Collection Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Coonawarra). From one of Australia’s 

most historic Cabernet regions, this would have 
been a massive wine in its youth, but time has been 
kind. Notes of mint, dark chocolate, mushroom 
and a dusty streak add complexity to the still quite 
concentrated fruit. There’s still plenty of fresh-
ness. Tannins remain powerful, cinching but not 
overpowering the supple fruit. There’s plenty more 
life left here. Drink now–2027. American Spirits 
Exchange Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Bec Hardy 2019 Pertaringa Understudy Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (McLaren Vale). This classic 

Aussie Cab delivers serious structure and concen-
tration for the price. With a touch of Petit Verdot 
and Malbec, it offers notes of brambly berries and 
plum, mint chocolate, bay and tobacco leaves and 
savory undertones. Tannins are chalky and power-
ful, but the plush fruit and earthy herbs hold their 
own. Drink now with protein or until 2028. Mack & 
Schuhle Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 
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91 De Bortoli 2019 Woodfired Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Heathcote). For full review see page 

24. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

91 Ringbolt 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Margaret 
River). This Margaret River Cab walks on the 

riper, richer end of the spectrum. It opens with dark 
cherries, currants, earthy, savory herbs and spice, 
and a briny note at the back, all nestled in quite a 
bit of oak. Chunky, chalky tannins dominate on the 
palate, although there’s a good lick of acidity, too. It 
lacks the balance of elegance and power that many 
MR Cabs achieve, but it nevertheless is a satisfying 
and affordable option for big red fans, and a hearty 
companion to a slab of protein. Negociants USA–
Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Wakefield 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (South 
Australia). For full review see page 28. 

abv: 14% Price: $16 

90 Ashbrook Estate 2016 Wilyabrup Single 
Vineyard & Hand Picked Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Margaret River). This Cab from a historic family 
vineyard is lucid and approachable. Aromas of cur-
rant, olive brine, Sichuan pepper and some soapy 
barrel, along with a meaty, seaweed-like umami 
character, lead to a medium- to full-bodied palate, 
where the aromas flow into flavors. Sand-textured 
tannins and toasty, dusty oak make for a drying, 
woody finish. Nevertheless, this offers a neat peak 
into the outstanding Cabs of Margaret River. Little 
Peacock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Wakefield 2019 Promised Land Caber-
net Sauvignon (South Australia). For full 

review see page 37. Best Buy. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

89 Yalumba 2015 The Menzies Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Coonawarra). This vintage of 

Yalumba’s premium Cab, from South Australia’s 
most renowned Cabernet region, Coonawarra, is in 
an odd place at the moment. The fruit is starting 
to fade and dry, allowing the oak to wiggle its way 
to the fore. Aromas of shriveled red and black ber-
ries, licorice, mint, cedar and chocolaty oak are all 
present. Because the fruit is less supple and gener-
ous than it would have once been on the palate, the 
powerful tannins and acidity feel a little lean and 
mean. Drink now or over the next few years. Nego-
ciants USA–Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

88 Chapel Hill 2019 The Parsons Cabernet Sau-
vignon (McLaren Vale). This vintage ticks off 

the Cab boxes but doesn’t rock the boat. The nose is 
ripe with notes of cherry, florals, baking spice and 
soapy oak. The palate feels somewhat pinched, with 
taut, drying tannins and elevated acidity. This is a 
powerful, varietal wine, but it lacks the harmony, 
character and depth that others in this category and 

price point are now achieving. American Estates 
Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Thomas Goss 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(McLaren Vale). This McLaren Vale Caber-

net opens with a mélange of aromas like ripe plum, 
savory herbs, tomato leaf, tree bark, iodine and 
mint. There’s quite a bit of oak influence, too. In 
the mouth, tannins are sinewy and drying and the 
acidity is shrill, making the fruit feel a touch sour. A 
tangy umami note lingers on the finish. A varietally 
expressive wine but one with pointy elbows. Epicu-
rean Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Yalumba 2019 The Y Series Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (South Australia). This highly herbal 

Cab leads with notes of bay and tobacco leaf, mint, 
cracked black pepper and graphite, which are all as 
prominent as the red currant and cherry aromas. 
The palate comes with chunky, drying tannins and 
lifted acidity. This lacks the power-elegance balance 
Cabernet craves, but nevertheless, the supple fruit 
provides drinkability, if sipped beside a slab of rare 
red meat. Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

SHIRAZ

97 Clarendon Hills 2016 Astralis Syrah (McLaren 
Vale). Made with grapes from nearly 

100-year-old vines, this is a polished yet multi-
faceted wine. Brambly berries, mocha, black olive, 
graphite, sweet herbs and bay leaf are just some of 
the characters to be found in this bottomless well 
of a bottling. Tannins are chiseled and powerful, 
juxtaposing concentrated fruit and backed by well-
placed French oak. Drink 2023–2033 and likely 
well beyond. Vinfolio. Cellar Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $295 

96 Clarendon Hills 2016 Blewitt Springs Liandra 
Syrah (McLaren Vale). This single-vineyard 

wine offers a multitude of heady aromas, from tangy 
currant, blueberry and black cherry to crushed rose 
petal, tree bark, black olive, peppercorn and soy 
sauce. The palate is restrained, even austere at first, 
with taut, talc textured tannins and crunchy acid-
ity, but with time, layers of flavor emerge, backed 
by fine French oak. Despite its muscles, this could 
be sipped now with a decanter and protein at hand, 
or cellared until 2031 at least. Vinfolio. Editors’ 
Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

95 Clarendon Hills 2016 Blewitt Springs 
Onkaparinga Syrah (McLaren Vale). The 

aroma and flavor profile is more herbaceous than 
others in the Clarendon single-vineyard stable, 
with charred meat notes creeping in with bottle age 
and mingling with brambly berries, dried flowers 
and licorice. The tannins are muscular yet chiseled, 
powdery and fine, cinching the silky fruit and herbs. 

Decant and pour with protein if drinking now, or 
cellar until 2029. Vinfolio. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

94 Jim Barry 2014 The Armagh Shiraz (Clare 
Valley). This vintage of The Armagh, the 

Barry family’s most premium wine, is intensely 
concentrated with lifted earthy, umami aromas like 
charred beetroot and dried mint that sit alongside 
the plush plum and blueberry fruit and chocolaty 
oak. Typical to Clare, there’s an almost surprising 
lift of acidity on the palate that comes to the rescue. 
Powerful, talc-like tannins weave the plump fruit 
and herbs together. This is a beast of a wine, but 
it’s a well-structured beast that will age for several 
decades. Loosen Bros. USA. Cellar Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $300 

92 Angove 2018 Family Crest Shiraz (McLaren 
Vale). As one would expect from the sunny, 

Mediterranean climes of McLaren Vale, this isn’t a 
shy Shiraz. But its robustness and concentration—
with notes of plump plum, cassis, mint, ground 
pepper and chocolaty oak—is neatly balanced by 
beautifully textured tannins. Well-balanced with 
surprising finesse for its price point, it never veers 
into syrupy or cooked territory. Drink now–2028. 
Trinchero Family Estates. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 Clarendon Hills 2016 Blewitt Springs Brook-
man Syrah (McLaren Vale). This is a struc-

tured, concentrated wine for the long haul, yet it 
offers plenty of charm right now. There are oodles 
of plump, plush blackberry and blueberry fruit and 
a baseline of florals, black olive, tobacco and black 
pepper. Tannins are tightly wound yet fine, allowing 
the lifted acidity, silky fruit and neatly placed oak to 
take the spotlight. Drink now with decanter at hand 
until 2028. Vinfolio. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $89 

92 Mother Tongue 2015 Shiraz (Barossa Val-
ley). This is a big yet balanced wine from 

80-year-old Shiraz vines. What first stands out is 
the umami, earthy beetroot and mushroom aromas, 
which weave between tangy rhubarb, currant and 
blueberry fruit, and the notes of the pan scrapings 
of roast veggies with dried herbs to match. There’s a 
good lick of chocolaty, cola-like oak, too. The palate 
is tangy, if a bit oaky. Tannins are fine and talc-like, 
well integrated with the plush fruit. Drink now with 
a hearty meal or cellar until around 2028. Legend 
Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

91 Handpicked 2016 Regional Selections Shiraz 
(Barossa Valley). This Barossa Shiraz opens 

heady, savory and concentrated, with aromas of 
plum and black cherry fruit, cured meat, hoisin 
sauce, dried mint and oregano, and toasty oak. The 
palate shows intensity but also freshness. Savory, 
chalky tannins bind plush fruit. There’s a herbal 
backbone and a lingering umami finish. A seriously 
structured wine that’s approachable now with pro-
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tein or that could cellar until 2029. American Spir-
its Exchange Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Wakefield 2015 The Pioneer Exceptional 
Parcel Release Shiraz (Clare Valley). For full 

review see page 28. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

90 Jim Barry 2015 The McRae Wood Shiraz 
(Clare Valley). In typical Clare Valley fash-

ion, this is both muscular and fresh, due to the 
region’s unique climactic conditions. Heady notes 
of ripe plums and brambly berries are backed by 
secondary characters like beef jerky, savory herbs, 
boot polish and oak-based vanillin. The palate is 
powerful and chiseled with elevated acidity and 
taut, drying tannins. Fruit is concentrated and sup-
ported by plenty of oak. Protein and decanter are 
both necessities here. Loosen Bros. USA. —C.P. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

87 Morambro Creek 2016 Family Owned Estate 
Grown Shiraz (Padthaway). This is a bright, 

fruity South Aussie Shiraz with candied red fruit 
and a soft underbelly character of tobacco leaf, 
spice and oak-based vanillin. Tannins on the pal-
ate are granular in texture and don’t quite jell with 
the lifted acidity and tangy fruit. Kysela Père et Fils. 
—C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

GRENACHE

92 Clarendon Hills 2016 Blewitt Springs Gre-
nache (McLaren Vale). Initially this wine 

reads like an open book. Aromas of purple grape 
jelly, violet and cinnamon spice float effortlessly 
from the glass. But the palate snaps the book shut 
with a fierce grip of chalky tannins. Silky fruit 
squeezes through the cracks. The lifted acidity 
reflects the relatively cool climes of Blewitt Springs. 
An iron fist in a velvet glove, there’s an intriguing 
play between power and lightness that makes this 
approachable now if decanted, but able to with-
stand a few more years in the bottle. Drink now–
2024. Vinfolio. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

92 Zonte’s Footstep 2018 Love Symbol Gre-
nache (McLaren Vale). For full review see 

page 22. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

89 Living Roots 2019 Grevillea Grenache 
(McLaren Vale). This is a solid, medium-

bodied Grenache with ripe, lifted red and purple 
fruits underlaid with earthy herbs and spices, a 
hoisin-like savoriness and some oak-based vanillin 
character. Tannins are dusty and a bit chunky, lean-
ing into the plush fruit, but there’s enough acidity 
there to keep them afloat. Living Roots Wine & Co. 
—C.P. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $26 

87 Blackbilly 2016 Old Vine Single Vineyard 
Grenache (McLaren Vale). This is a ripe Gre-

nache that opens with aromas of raspberry pre-
serves, soft, earthy spice and cola-like oak notes. 
Gauzy, slightly astringent tannins make the fruit 
feel heavy and a bit flabby, and the alcohol has a 
warming effect. Ecosur Group, LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

SANGIOVESE

89 Chapel Hill 2019 Sangiovese (Adelaide). 
This pale pink summer sipper is gently 

perfumed with notes of jasmine, red berries and a 
subtle spice. It’s light, dry and crisp in the mouth. A 
balanced example of this modern Aussie wine style. 
American Estates Wines, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

RED BLENDS

96 Cullen 2018 Diana Madeline Wilyabrup (Mar-
garet River). This vintage of Diana Madeline 

(a Cabernet Sauvignon-dominant Bordeaux-style 
blend) is a classic. While still tightly wound and 
set for the long haul, this vintage is a little more 
expressive in youth than previous ones. Cherry and 
brambly berry nestle amid iodine, tomato leaf, dark 
chocolate, graphite and savory, herbal characters. 
The palate is austere but harmonious, with length, 
depth, concentration and powerful yet fine tannins. 
A must for any Cab-lover’s cellar. Drink 2023–
2040, at least. Old Bridge Cellars. Cellar Selection. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $109 

93 Alkoomi 2019 Cabernet-Merlot (Frankland 
River). Where Alkoomi’s 100% Cabernet is 

chiseled and powerful, the Merlot in this blend does 
wonders in softening and brightening this wine into 
a highly drinkable drop. The cooler climes of West-
ern Australia’s deep south are on display here in the 
form of fresh, high-toned red berry fruit, graphite 
and dried green herbs. Medium-bodied, the palate 
is silky yet cinched in highly textural tannins, but 
there’s enough vibrant, juicy fruit to keep things 
fresh. An iron fist in a velvet glove. Drink now–2028. 
Little Peacock Imports. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Living Roots 2019 Depths of the Earth (South 
Australia). Like the cross-cultural couple 

behind it, this is multi-regional red blend of fruit 
from across South Australia. The nose is a heady 
combo of currants, sap, florals, dried savory herbs 
and stony minerals with a lick of mealy oak. In the 
mouth, lifted acidity keeps this feeling fresher than 
the previous vintage, wound by talc-like tannins. 
There’s length, balance and restraint here, making 
this a food-friendly wine for everyday drinking. Liv-
ing Roots Wine & Co. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

NEW ZEALAND
CHARDONNAY

95 Kumeu River 2019 Coddington Chardonnay 
(Kumeu). From a low-yielding single vine-

yard, this white opens with smoke and flinty min-
eral notes weaving between concentrated yet fresh 
fruit. The palate is lighter than expected thanks to 
a line of crystalline acidity and a filigree texture. 
It has exceptional structure and neatly integrated 
oak that lets the layers of flavor shine. Drink now 
through 2028 at least. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

93 Kumeu River 2019 Hunting Hill Chardon-
nay (Kumeu). This wine opens with deli-

cate melon, peach and citrus notes, backed by 
honeysuckle and fresh oats. The palate shows the 
restraint and poise for which this label is known. 
It crackles with acidity and a talc-like texture, the 
pure fruit backed by brioche oak characteristics. 
Harmonious, varietal and expressive of place, this is 
a polished bottling for drinking now through 2028. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

93 Kumeu River 2019 Maté’s Vineyard Char-
donnay (Kumeu). Maté’s Vineyard is the 

last to be picked and one of the richest and most 
concentrated in the Kumeu stable. This wine opens 
with heady aromas of grapefruit, lemon and peach, 
backed by coconut-and-vanilla oak and salted-
nut characteristics. The generous palate is creamy 
and toasty but it never loses the precision or fruit 
purity. Long, layered and fresh, this wine could be 
drunk now but will play its best hand in the years 
to come, until 2029 at least. Wilson Daniels Ltd. 
—C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

92 Kumeu River 2019 Estate Chardonnay 
(Kumeu). Kumeu’s estate Chard walks a 

tightrope of textural richness and delicate fruit. 
Along with the barrel influence, it exudes notes of 
melon, citrus, florals and damp, salty undertones 
like seashells at high tide. In the mouth, bright fruit 
and a crunch of acidity balance a slippery texture 
and more oak on the finish. Drink now. Wilson Dan-
iels Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

91 Kumeu River 2019 Rays Road Chardonnay 
(Kumeu). From Kumeu’s new vineyard site, 

a limestone hillside in Hawkes Bay, this Chard uses 
native yeast and whole-bunch fermentation, with 
time in old barrels. It’s nice to see more fruit and 
less oak in a KR Chard. Lemon, melon, peach and 
floral notes are bright and approachable. Fruity with 
zingy acidity on the palate, this refreshing wine 
maintains nuance and varietal character. Drink 
now–2024. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 
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87 Te Awanga 2019 Quarter Acre Chardon-
nay (Hawkes Bay). This Chard shows bold 

struck-match and salted-nut notes that mask the 
fruit. Lurking in the shadows can be found grape-
fruit and lemon notes, which become more promi-
nent on the palate. Medium weight and creamy in 
texture, with toasty oak edges, the wine is sliced 
with invigorating acidity and a salted-lemon finish. 
LeVecke. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

90 13 Celsius 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). For full review see page 35. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

89 Cloudy Bay 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Bombastic citrus and tropical-fruit 

aromas burst forth followed by quieter notes of 
grass, snow pea and a tomato-leaf pungency. Some 
trapped fizz creates a prickle on the palate, where 
limes and green herbs weave between a slippery tex-
ture and bright acidity. Moët Hennessy USA. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

89 Cupcake 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This affordable and refreshing Sau-

vignon starts out comparatively quietly. As the wine 
warms, it quickly reveals a bouquet of passionfruit, 
lime and green herbal notes. The palate has lively, 
limey zip. It’s fruity but not bombastic. The Wine 
Group. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

89 Giesen 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Once the reductive onion and sea-

shell aromas blow off, the pungency of this quintes-
sential Marlborough Sauvignon remains. The wine 
also offers citrus and tropical fruit along with more 
vegetal ones like shelled peas and tomato leaf. The 
palate shows a lovely balance of freshness and tex-
tural weight. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. Best 
Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Allan Scott 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). On the nose, aromas are classic 

Marlborough SB. Although pungent and vegetal in 
the form of snow pea and tomato leaf, fragrances 
are balanced by delicate citrus and pineapple fruit. 
The palate is bright and refreshing, with a slippery 
texture, a slight prickle when first poured and cit-
rusy tang on the finish. It’s solid summer sipping. 
Negociants USA–Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Cloud Watcher 2019 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This ripe, fruity SB offers 

high-toned notes of peach, passionfruit and citrus, 
backed by a gentle, floral character. It’s juicy and 
lively, with a lingering lime finish. The Wine Group. 
Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

88 Mussel Bay 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). This is a fragrant Sauvignon expres-

sive of peach, lime, pineapple rind and florals, with 
a quiet herbal underbelly. Aromas flow into to simi-
lar flavors in the mouth that are balanced by fresh 
acidity and a citrusy prickle on the finish. It’s a bal-
anced drop for everyday summer sipping. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Nau Mai 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). The nose of this wine is compara-

tively gentle. Floral notes recalling honeysuckle 
mingle with lime popsicle, pineapple and peach-
juice characteristics. Fresh but even tempered, the 
palate attains a fruity, summery vibe without the 
pungency or shrieking acidity of some of its more 
bombastic counterparts Advantage International. 
—C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Hay Maker 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Made in the brash Sauvignon style 

synonymous with Marlborough, this is more vege-
tal-driven than fruity, with notes of snow pea, bell 
pepper and tomato leaf. Softer grapefruit and lemon 
characteristics also appear, along with an oyster-
shell saline streak. In the mouth the fruit seems a 
bit underripe, especially alongside what feels like 
some oddly placed residual sugar. Quintessential 
Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

87 Sunday Mountain 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). This fruity Sauvignon offers 

notes of peach, guava, pineapple rind and lime juice. 
There’s more pungency on the palate, along with 
elevated acidity and what feels like lots of sulfur, 
but bright and juicy fruit flows throughout. HB 
Wine Merchants. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Clifford Bay 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). This pungent SB opens with 

reductive notes of seashell and onion, followed 
quickly by lemon-lime, passionfruit, peach, grass 
and snow pea. It’s zippy but a bit lean and mean. 
Foley Family Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Brancott 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). Sweaty reduction and pungency at 

the start of this wine mingles with lime, passion-
fruit and bell-pepper aromas. A bit of residual sugar 
sticks out on the palate, which has angular acidity 
and a short finish. Pernod Ricard. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

85 It’s a Headsnapper 2019 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Candied peach, melon and 

lime open this ripe, fruity wine. The confected char-
acter carries through to the short finish where the 
acidity juts out. It’s a straightforward summer sip-
per. The Wine Group. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 Waipapa Bay 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marl-
borough). Aromas of lime, peach, passion-

fruit, grass and green vegetable open this bombastic 
Sauvignon. The palate is fresh, slippery and citrusy, 
with a bit of residual sugar and limey finish. MHW, 
Ltd. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

84 Goat’it 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlbor-
ough). A lot of winemaking shows here and 

it detracts rather than adds. The nose conveys an 
odd combo of funky pungency and confected fruit 
(think peach and pineapple candy) followed by 
more appealing jasmine notes. In the mouth, what 
feels like a touch of residual sugar attempts to bal-
ance out underripe acidity. The wine is heavy and 
unharmonious, with a burn of sulfur at the finish. 
Advantage International. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

ROSÉS

91 Te Whare Ra 2020 Single Vineyard 5182 Pinot 
Noir Rosé (Marlborough). This Pinot Noir-

based rosé may cost a few dollars more than oth-
ers on the shelf, but it’s worth every penny. In fact, 
considering the artisanal, biodynamic farming on 
the oldest vineyard in Marlborough, it’s a straight-
up bargain. Bright and summery, it bounces with 
fresh red-berry aromas that lead into a palate that 
is dry, crisp, balanced and refreshing. This should 
be a summertime fridge staple. DJK Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Yealands 2020 Sauvignon Blanc Rosé (Marl-
borough). The color of ballerina slippers, 

this rosé is comprised mostly of Sauvignon Blanc 
but with a splash of Hawkes Bay Syrah for color. 
Flavor-wise, the SB dominates in all its citrus, 
black currant, green pepper and herbal glory. In the 
mouth the wine is dry but delicately fruity, with a 
slippery texture and herbal finish. Palm Bay Inter-
national. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Oyster Bay 2020 Rosé (Marlborough). This 
pale-pink rosé has a bit of trapped spritz 

when first poured. That doesn’t effect the delicate 
nose, which offers fresh strawberry, cherry and light 
herbal aromas. The palate is light, dry and slippery. 
It’s a straightforward bottling for summer salads. 
Delegat USA, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Marisco Vineyards 2020 The Ned Rosé (Marl-
borough). This fruity, straightforward wine 

feels a bit flat on the palate. A creamy texture and a 
short finish do little to emphasize the fruit. It will 
quench your thirst in a pinch. Vinovia Wine Group/
Marisco Vineyards USA. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

85 Whitecliff 2020 Winemaker’s Selection 
Rosé (Hawke’s Bay). Medium pink in color, 

this Hawkes Bay rosé is ripe and fruity, with notes 
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of cherry juice, melon and marzipan. It has a little 
sweetness and acidity that feels forced. A burn of 
sulfur lingers on the finish. Palmateer Wine Group. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

PINOT NOIR

92 Felton Road 2019 Bannockburn Pinot Noir 
(Central Otago). Once aromas are unlocked, 

this is a charming, multifaceted wine. It wafts notes 
of brambly berries, tree sap, graphite, baking spice, 
mushrooms and florals. Well-placed oak adds pol-
ish to an otherwise raw, stripped-back fruit char-
acter. Even after decanting, the palate is still tightly 
wound, the tannins fine yet taut and talc-like. 
Lovely fruit purity and balance hint at a happy pair-
ing with, say, roast duck in a fruit glaze. This wine 
should evolve well into the late 2020s. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

92 Hawkesbury Estates 2018 Akitu A1 Pinot 
Noir (Central Otago). This wine is comfort-

able in its own skin, open and flaunting much of 
Otago Pinot’s most charming attributes. Ribbons 
of bright berry fruit have savory, sappy bass notes 
and streaks of sassafras, crushed violets and bak-
ing spice. Freshness gives a crunch to bright fruit 
supported by supple, savory and earthy tannins. It’s 
not the most complex Pinot in New Zealand, but it’s 
a mighty likable one. K&L Wine Merchants. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Ara 2019 Single Estate Pinot Noir (Marlbor-
ough). This Pinot is delicately structured, 

offering ripe red-fruit, licorice, violet and soft van-
illin-spice aromas. The palate is lightweight, with 
gentle, silky fruit and an almost-unexpected bite of 
sappy tannins. This wine can be sipped on its own 
but has the tannic structure to hold up to an array 
of gamy, autumnal cuisine. Ara Wines International. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Hawkesbury Estates 2018 Akitu A2 Pinot 
Noir (Central Otago). This Pinot is open 

and perfumed, with a pretty nose that’s instantly 
appealing. Plush brambly fruit, dried flowers, 
licorice and cloves flow onto a palate that is light 
to medium bodied. Amid the juicy fruit, powerful 
yet fine, spicy tannins are welcome at first but veer 
towards the bitterness at the finish. K&L Wine Mer-
chants. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Loveblock 2019 Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 
This vintage of Loveblock’s Pinot is a more 

austere bottling than the previous vintage. Soapy 
oak notes appear among aromas of plump red-berry 
fruit and violet, with delicate earthy, herbal under-
tones. The fresh palate has just enough plush fruit 
to keep acidity in check. A string of chalky, drying 
tannins makes this wine tightly wound. If drinking 
now, break out the protein and decanter. Otherwise 

cellar until around 2028. Terlato Wines Interna-
tional. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

90 Matt Connell Wines 2019 Rendition Pinot 
Noir (Central Otago). This cherry-hued 

Pinot opens with a combo of brambly red berries, 
sappy, earthy spice and a lick of chocolaty oak. 
The palate is light to medium weight, with a bal-
anced combo of fresh, crunchy fruit, silky texture 
and that berry-and-spice combo throughout. It’s a 
solid example of the variety Central Otago does best. 
Drink now. DJK Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Mohua 2018 Pinot Noir (Central Otago). 
This Pinot starts off plush, fruity and rela-

tively rich, with red fruit, mealy oak, baking spice 
and floral notes. It’s saved by the palate that is 
unexpectedly elegant, lifted and fresh, wound by 
spicy, chalky tannins that have muscle but never 
take over. Red berry and spice flavors flow gracefully 
to the finish. Vineyard Brands. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Allan Scott 2019 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
This bottling needs a quick decant or some 

time in glass to open up. But once it does it offers 
elegance in the form of red berries, licorice and flo-
rals. While the spicy, sappy oak lends character it 
also dominates. The palate offers similar refinement 
via lifted acidity. Tannins are granular and present 
but not overt. The fruit lacks some flesh and depth 
needed to hold up to the acidity, but overall this 
is an attractive wine. Negociants USA–Winebow. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Cirro 2019 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). Those 
who prefer their Pinots to walk on the funky 

side will dig this Marlborough bottling. Dominant 
aromas of beef jerky, barnyard and savory herb 
mingle amid cherry and plum fruit. The palate is 
medium bodied, with a crunch of acidity and those 
savory herbal notes lingering on the finish. Sturdy 
yet astringent tannins lend a touch of bitterness to 
an otherwise solid wine. Terroir Connections. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Villa Maria 2018 Single Vineyard Taylors 
Pass Pinot Noir (Marlborough). This con-

centrated Pinot is on the richer, fuller end of the 
spectrum. It’s reductive at first, with a dollop of 
funk that only partially fades with exposure to air, 
making room for the plush fruit, licorice, violet and 
oak spice. In the mouth, a heaviness to the fruit, oak 
and tannins leaves one wishing for some vibrancy 
and freshness, especially for this variety. With 
more time in bottle, the wine may reveal more of its 
charms. Drink 2022–2027. Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

87 Innocent Bystander 2019 Pinot Noir (Central 
Otago). This is a tightly pinched but vari-

etally correct Pinot from New Zealand’s most well-
known region for the variety. Savory, earthy spice 
notes wind around raspberry and cherry fruit that 

gets a little muffled in the winemaking. The palate is 
even more tightly wound and austere, with angular 
acidity and a lack of fruit depth to balance drying 
tannins that finish on the bitter side. Old Bridge 
Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Marisco Vineyards 2018 Leefield Station 
Pinot Noir (Marlborough). This compara-

tively rich Pinot has meat on its bones. Dense 
cherry and red-currant fruit is backed by a good lick 
of mealy oak, baking spice and a savory hoisin-like 
character. Tannins are gauzy and again that heavy-
set oak finds its way to the fore amidst pointy-
elbowed acidity. The fruit is plush and appealing 
but fighting to be seen. Vinovia Wine Group/Mar-
isco Vineyards USA. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

86 Dashwood 2019 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
This fruity Pinot is packed with plush red 

berries quietly backed by savory spice. Although the 
palate has a softness and roundness, the astringency 
of both tannins and fruit is difficult to get past. It’s 
a light- to medium-weight wine for everyday drink-
ing. Foley Family Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

86 Oyster Bay 2019 Pinot Noir (Marlborough). 
This fruity Pinot opens with cooked berry 

notes, like grape and strawberry jelly, followed by 
subtle florals and earthy spice. In the mouth there’s 
a lift of acidity and chalky tannins. The fruit feels 
thin and finishes a touch sour. Delegat USA, Inc. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

84 Rabbit Ranch 2019 Pinot Noir (Central 
Otago). This rose-petal-hued wine is highly 

reductive at first, emitting a potent oniony, barn-
yard funk on the nose. It’s hard to get past, but 
beneath lurk red-berry and floral notes. On the pal-
ate, the acidity juts out. Saranty Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $29 

ARGENTINA
CHARDONNAY

85 Aniello 2019 006 Riverside Estate Char-
donnay (Alto Valle del Río Negro). Honeyed 

melon and lanolin aromas set up a palate with an 
oily texture as well as blazing citric acidity. Salty 
orange and grapefruit flavors are tart and punchy, 
while this Patagonian Chardonnay holds steady on 
a finish with a touch of bitterness. Global Vineyard 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

84 Bodega Norton 2019 1895 Colección Char-
donnay (Mendoza). Aromas of yellow apple, 

briny stone fruits, wool and matchstick are backed 
by a palate anchored by citric acidity. Lime and cit-
rus peel flavors turn slightly bitter through a crisp 
finish. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 
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84 Bodega Polo 2019 Herencia Trabajo Char-
donnay (Uco Valley). Cidery apple aromas 

show notes of wet stone and wool. A racy palate is 
acidic and forward, then it falls off on the way to 
flattening out. Salty orange and lemon flavors run 
long but never seem fully ripe. One Vine Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

82 Chakana 2019 Estate Selection Chardon-
nay (Mendoza). A golden color and bland, 

mostly fruitless aromas of white pepper, hay and 
desiccated stone fruits set up a fleshy palate that 
quickly flattens. Dried papaya and other tropical 
fruit flavors are hollow and slightly bitter on the 
finish. Kysela Père et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

WHITE PINOT NOIR

83 Aniello 2019 Blend de Suelos Blanco de Pinot 
Noir (Río Negro Valley). Aromas of dried 

cheese and briny citrus come with a note of waxy 
oxidation. A full palate with jacked-up acidity deliv-
ers salty citrus flavors backed by mild bitterness. A 
white wine made from Pinot Noir. Global Vineyard 
Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

MALBEC

93 Casa Natal 2018 Reserva Malbec (Mendoza). 
Ripe blackberry and dark plum aromas are 

pulpy and jammy but not fat or overextracted. A 
pure and racy palate is powerful but well struc-
tured. Blackberry, dark plum and chalky mineral 
flavors remain lively on a focused finish. Drink 
through 2024. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

93 Doña Paula 2019 Los Indios Parcel Malbec 
(San Carlos). Compact plum, blackberry 

and cassis aromas are inky but also minerally and 
complex, with a dash of oak spice. A healthy pal-
ate is balanced and solid, with flavors of wild berry, 
dark plum and prune. The finish tastes similar, with 
modest expansion. Drink through 2024. Prestige 
Beverage Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Argento 2018 Single Vineyard Finca Altamira 
Organic Vineyard Malbec (Mendoza). For full 

review see page 17. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

92 Infinito 2018 Winemaker’s Selection Malbec 
(Mendoza). Grapy berry aromas come with a 

note of asphalt, while this is racy and braced by firm 
acidity. Plum, cassis and raspberry flavors are more 
red than black, while this Malbec from a top vintage 
finishes with pulling tannins that lend a rubbing 
texture. Drink through 2024. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

90 Verum 2019 Malbec (Alto Valle del Río 
Negro). Early aromas of chocolaty oak and 

vanilla are quickly replaced by red berry, plum and 
rubbery scents. This is a forward style of Patagonian 
Malbec with healthy balance and intensity on the 
palate. Savory blackberry and peppery spice flavors 
finish steady, with modest tannic bite. Vino Del Sol. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Alta Vista 2019 Estate Malbec (Mendoza). 
Rubbery blackberry aromas come with a 

touch of campfire smokiness, while the palate is 
fresh and smacks with juicy acidity. Herbal black 
plum and black currant flavors are common to Men-
doza, with scratchy dryness to the finish. Kobrand. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Septima 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). Rubbery 
blackberry, black plum and cassis aromas 

are common but inviting, while this Malbec is juicy 
and bold on the palate, with a pop of acidity that 
pushes things along. Easy flavors of dark berry 
fruits and black currant finish steady. Raventos 
Codorniu. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

88 The Seeker 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). Spicy 
berry aromas come with a light whiff of oak 

and a touch of herbal green. The palate is straight-
forward, with medium-level weight. Blueberry and 
blackberry flavors are ever so slightly leafy, while 
this everyday Malbec is fresh and juicy through the 
finish. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

87 One Leaf 2019 Oak Aged Malbec (Mendoza). 
On first take, this Malbec smells a bit like 

opening a box of chocolates; the nose is fluffy and 
candied. A pulpy palate is medium to full in size, 
while this tastes of plum and berry fruits mixed 
with lightly herbal green notes. A solid finish shows 
a touch of mint as well as mild heat and burn. Cali-
fornia Wine Cellars Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

87 Tacho 2019 Hand-Picked Estate Vineyards 
Malbec (Uco Valley). Lightly herbal black-

fruit aromas come with hints of mint and chocolaty 
oak. The palate is fueled by spiky acidity, while solid 
berry and plum flavors are slightly herbal and pep-
pery. If you seek satisfying everyday Malbec, this is 
a good option. Vino Del Sol. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $12 

86 Bodega Belgrano NV Malbec (Argentina). 
Foxy berry and plum aromas are a touch 

candied, while this Malbec is snappy and fresh on 
a palate with moderate scope and depth. Plum and 
berry flavors are common to Malbec, with a note of 
herbal green showing up on the finish. The Wine 
Group. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $8 

86 It’s a Headsnapper 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). 
Generic black fruit aromas are ever so 

slightly grassy, while this feels juicy, with tannic 
rub. Herbal plum and blackberry flavors are stan-
dard for Malbec and don’t change on an easy finish. 
The Wine Group. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

86 Kirkland Signature 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). 
For full review see page 38. Best Buy. 

abv: 14% Price: $7 

86 Piattelli 2019 Alto Molino Malbec (Cafay-
ate). A dark ruby color along with aromas 

of milk chocolate, vanilla and herbal berry fruits 
open this Cafayate Malbec. A chunky, round palate 
is blocky, with only modest acidity. Peppery dark-
berry flavors quickly fade on a soft finish. Vino-
copia. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

85 Cigar Box 2019 Old Vine Hand Harvested Mal-
bec (Argentina). Berry and cassis aromas 

are sweet and jammy, with a coating of chocolaty 
oak. On the palate, this is creamy and candied, with 
flavors of milk chocolate, dark berry fruits and green 
herbs. Raw tannins and a minty herbal flavor carry 
the finish. Santa Rita USA Corporation. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

CABERNET FRANC

93 Bodega Corazon del Sol 2017 Reserva Revana 
Vineyard Single Block 13 Cabernet Franc (Los 

Chacayes). A whole lot of complexity is presented on 
the nose of this excellent Cab Franc, including aro-
mas of cured meat, prickly Uco Valley herbs, black-
berry, leather and fine oak. A juicy palate expands 
with airing, while this tastes of spicy blackberry and 
cassis. A direct finish avoids roughness and heat but 
is tight and firm. Drink through 2026. Revana Fam-
ily Partners. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 El Enemigo 2017 Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). 
Tight, spicy aromas of rooty berry fruits 

brightened by red currant set up a smooth, jammy 
palate that doesn’t weigh too heavily. Peppery black 
fruit flavors are topped by toasty oak, while this 
expands on the finish with berry, spice and choco-
late notes, with herbal hints coming in late. Drink 
through 2024. MundoVino–Winebow. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 El Enemigo 2016 Gran Enemigo Agrelo Single 
Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Mendoza). Black-

berry and dark plum aromas are a touch rubbery 
and roasted at first, but more open after airing. A 
smooth but robust palate is full but balanced, with 
spicy, peppery berry flavors that are lightly herbal 
but not green. A sappy, jammy finish plays up the 
herbal side of this blend from a wet and difficult 
year. Drink through 2024. MundoVino–Winebow. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $120 
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92 Ernesto Catena 2016 Siesta En El Tahuantin-
suyu Single Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Vista 

Flores). A shining ruby-purple color and aromas of 
rocky earth, spicy oak, blueberry, black plum and 
citrus peel make for a fine opening to this Uco Val-
ley Cab Franc from a tough vintage. Powerfully built 
and fully extracted, this tastes of black plum, wild 
berry fruits, desert herbs and mixed spices. On the 
finish, it thins out, dries up and closes with clean 
lines and overall purity. Drink through 2023. Vine-
yard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

90 Kaiken 2017 Obertura Cabernet Franc (Men-
doza). Leafy dark-berry aromas come with 

a hint of oaky chocolate, while this is fresh and 
lively on a medium-depth palate. Peppery black-
berry flavors have that herbal essence that Cab 
Franc is known for, while the finish is safe and easy 
without much complexity. Drink now. Guarachi 
Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Antigal 2017 Aduentus Cabernet Franc 
(Mendoza). Grainy oak aromas blend with 

green-leaning berry scents, while this Cab Franc is 
full on the palate but loosely structured and high 
in tartaric acidity given the 15.3% abv. Spicy plum 
and berry flavors taste of creamy oak prior to a fin-
ish with potent lingering green notes. Cork Alliance. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $20 

88 Profesión 2018 Lawyer Cabernet Franc (Uco 
Valley). Aromas of violet petal, pastry and 

blackberry lead to a dense and ripe palate that’s 
jammy but low on finesse. Herbal berry flavors are 
lightly spicy, with a chocolaty backing that extends 
onto a creamy finish. While this doesn’t shout out 
“Cab Franc,” it’s perfectly good and tasty as Argen-
tine reds go. Consortium & Spirits LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Domaine Bousquet 2018 Gaia Made With 
Organic Grapes Cabernet Franc (Gualtallary). 

A full and saucy smelling nose opens with mild 
reduction followed by aromas of generic dark-berry 
fruits and oak. A ripe, chunky palate is drying and 
tannic, while this tastes mostly of nonspecific black 
fruits. A saucy character dominates a blocky, grabby 
finish. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

87 Mi Terruño 2017 Expresión Cabernet Franc 
(Mendoza). Earthy, slightly green berry aro-

mas are initially a bit gritty like asphalt. A racy pal-
ate with snappy acidity makes for a slightly raw and 
edgy mouthfeel, while this tastes of red plum and 
berry fruits backed by peppery spice and light oak. 
Like the palate, this is a touch raw and green on the 
finish. Copa Fina Imports CA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Viejo Isaias 2018 Juana Cabernet Franc (Men-
doza). Unconventional aromas of cinnamon 

and raw oak sit atop nonspecific berry scents. On 
the palate, this feels tight and pulling, with dry 

tannins that rub and scrape. Woody mixed-berry 
flavors come with a dash of unabsorbed cinnamon, 
while this is cheeky on a blocky finish. Kysela Père 
et Fils. —M.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

BONARDA

94 El Enemigo 2017 El Barranco Single Vineyard 
Bonarda (Mendoza). Black currant, dark 

plum and berry aromas are lightly floral and hint 
at herbs, giving this Bonarda an elegant nose. A 
juicy, lifted palate is pulpy but finessed. Raspberry, 
cherry and currant flavors are a touch reedy, while 
this tastes slightly of red licorice candy accented by 
herbs on the finish. Drink through 2025. Mundo-
Vino–Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 El Enemigo 2017 Bonarda (Mendoza). A 
sweet whiff of cotton candy and spun sugar 

introduces jammy aromas of floral berry fruits 
and licorice. On the palate, this blend of multiple 
Bonarda vineyards is lush and packed with fruit. 
Blackberry, cassis and plum flavors come with 
chocolaty subtleties and a chewy, creamy finish. 
Drink through 2023. MundoVino–Winebow. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 El Enemigo 2017 El Mirador Single Vineyard 
Bonarda (Mendoza). Cherry and raspberry 

aromas are direct and pure, while this is lively on 
the palate for Bonarda, with popping acidity lending 
zest and freshness. Snappy currant and raspberry 
flavors lean more red than black, while mild choco-
laty oak makes a background appearance on the fin-
ish. Drink through 2025. MundoVino–Winebow. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

93 El Enemigo 2017 La Esperanza Single Vine-
yard Bonarda (Mendoza). Raspberry, cur-

rant and floral aromas stand out. The front side of 
the palate is jammy and opulent, while the backside 
softens and settles. Jammy berry flavors are big and 
fruity, while this Bonarda finishes easy and with 
lots of ripe berry fruit. Drink through 2023. Mun-
doVino–Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 El Enemigo 2017 Los Paraísos Single Vineyard 
Bonarda (Mendoza). Grapy black fruit aro-

mas show side notes of cardamom and wild herbs in 
front of a flush and jammy palate that’s chunky and 
full but restrained. Medicinal black plum and black-
berry flavors are ripe and lush. On the finish, this 
Bonarda loses some intensity but remains smooth. 
Drink through 2022. MundoVino–Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

CHILE
SAUVIGNON BLANC

89 Viña Leyda 2020 Single Vineyard Garuma 
Sauvignon Blanc (Leyda Valley). Aromas 

of fennel, green herbs and grapefruit announce a 
coastal-influenced Sauvignon Blanc that’s juicy 
and healthy on the palate. Tangy, slightly raw citrus 
flavors suggest white grapefruit, while green-lean-
ing background notes are slightly bitter through a 
clipped finish. MundoVino–Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Concha y Toro 2020 Terrunyo Los Boldos 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Casablanca Val-

ley). Citrusy aromas come with a whiff of match-
stick, while this offers midlevel pop on a palate 
that’s slightly bland and unfocused by Terrunyo 
standards. Yellow apple and mild citrus flavors are 
short and a touch bitter, and overall this presents 
like a wine from a hot and dry year, which 2020 
was. Fetzer Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

88 La Pincoya 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (San 
Antonio). Tangerine aromas blend with 

notes of green herbs in front of a medium-bodied 
palate with citrusy acidity. Classic San Antonio fla-
vors of orange, grapefruit and green herbs are solid 
across a cleansing finish. Quintessential Wines. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Viña Leyda 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Leyda 
Valley). Crisp citric aromas are steely, while 

this feels lean, tangy and stony, without much in the 
midpalate. Lemon-lime and pink grapefruit flavors 
finish clean as a whistle and fresh. For simple patio 
sipping, this will do the job. MundoVino–Winebow. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Anakena 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Valley). This opens with mild aromas of 

sulfur and sea foam but hardly any fruit. A light-
bodied palate is driven by lime-like acidity, while 
this Central Valley SB is diluted, with light lime and 
salad-like flavors that hint at bitterness and white 
pepper. Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

85 Misiones de Rengo 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Central Valley). For full review see page 38. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

85 San Pedro 2020 9 Lives Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (Chile). A simple nose smells of green 

fruits and herbs, with a touch of yellow apple. Juicy 
citric acidity propels a light and basic palate that 
tastes of grapefruit, lime and salty brine. By the 
time this finishes, there’s not much left. Shaw-Ross 
International Importers. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 
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85 Terrapura 2020 Reserva Sauvignon Blanc 
(Curicó Valley). Oily aromas of citrus fruits 

and pyrazines are typical of Central Valley SB. On 
the palate, this feels oily on top, with citric acidity 
in the middle. Salty grapefruit flavors go only so far, 
while this is nothing more than tart and green on 
the finish. Quintessential Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

84 Santa Ema 2020 Select Terroir Reserva Sau-
vignon Blanc (Maipo Valley). Generic Chil-

ean SB aromas of sulfur, green herbs and grass lead 
to a round and pulpy palate. Lightly candied flavors 
of tropical fruits are sweet as well as green, while 
this is low on energy on the finish. Pacific Highway 
Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

83 Bodega Volcanes de Chile 2020 Reserva Sau-
vignon Blanc (Leyda Valley). Aromas of yel-

low apples, canned peas and green beans lead to a 
palate with underdeveloped flavors. A short finish 
is merciful, as this is one of those Chilean SBs that 
resides on the green side. Vias Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

83 Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafite) 
2020 Los Vascos Sauvignon Blanc (Colcha-

gua Valley). Aromas of hay and grass are less than 
fruity. This is a dilute SB with green apple and 
grassy flavors. A flat finish is short on appeal, struc-
ture and length. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

83 Veramonte 2020 Reserva Made with Organic 
Grapes Sauvignon Blanc (Casablanca Valley). 

Dusty aromas of yeasty vanilla are flat and fruitless. 
This feels round and soft, without the citrusy edge 
that Chilean Sauvignon Blanc is known for. A vague 
flavor profile includes yeasty orange notes backed by 
a lazy finish with some bitterness. Gonzalez Byass 
USA. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

CHARDONNAY

91 Undurraga 2019 T.H. Terroir Hunter Chardon-
nay (Limarí Valley). A true and welcoming 

mix of apple and barrel-based aromas sets up a lay-
ered palate with fine core acidity, which means this 
Limarí Chardonnay is charged up. Apple, melon, 
salt and oak grain flavors finish with a pop of sea 
brine. Textural balance is what elevates this hot-
year Chardonnay. Drink through 2022. Freedom 
Beverage Co. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Concha y Toro 2019 Amelia Quebrada Seca 
Chardonnay (Limarí Valley). Heavily toasted 

oak on the nose creates loud aromas of resin, but-
ter and vanilla, leaving fruit and minerality to fight 
to be noticed. Resiny barrel-based tannins thicken 
the mouthfeel on this Limarí Chardonnay, while 
apple and peach flavors are largely covered by oak 
character. Lively acidity and textural weight control 

the finish. Drink through 2022. Fetzer Vineyards. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 Concha y Toro 2019 Marques de Casa Con-
cha Coastal Vineyard Chardonnay (Limarí 

Valley). Dusty aromas of baked apple are accompa-
nied by oak-based vanilla and butter notes, while 
this Limarí Chardonnay from a hot year is creamy 
and globular. Briny melon, apple and an oaky whiff 
of dried cheese finish with little to no secondary 
length. Drink now. Fetzer Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 Santa Rita 2019 Floresta Chardonnay 
(Limarí Valley). Modest pear and melon aro-

mas sit quietly in the glass, leading to a palate that’s 
oaky, cidery and sort of flat. Briny apple and persim-
mon flavors finish with a lash of oak and underly-
ing notes of salty brine. Drink now. Delicato Family 
Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

87 Concha y Toro 2019 Gran Reserva Serie Rib-
eras Ribera del Rapel Chardonnay (Colchagua 

Valley). Smoky oak aromas dominate a nose that’s 
creamy and forcefully toasty, with strong vanilla 
and wood grain scents. A full-bodied palate keeps 
the heavily oaked theme going, while barrel-driven 
flavors sit atop an apple and banana base. Best if 
you like generously oaked Chardonnays. Fetzer 
Vineyards. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

86 Casas del Toqui 2019 Nattitude Spirit Barrel 
Aged Chardonnay (Central Valley). Dusty 

apple aromas lead to a plump palate with moder-
ate acidity and less than laser-like focus. Oily melon 
and apple flavors are a touch soft, while aforemen-
tioned modest acidity means this dulls out on the 
finish. Via Pacifica Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

86 Lyra 2019 Gran Reserva Chardonnay (Col-
chagua Valley). A light color and aromas 

of green melon and oak open this basic Chardon-
nay that starts with acidic zip before losing some 
of its drive. Apple, orange and citrus peel flavors 
turn slightly briny on the finish. Laird & Company. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

85 Pictor 2019 Chardonnay (Central Valley). 
Briny citrus aromas come with notes of 

wood grain, lanolin and wet wool. Yellow and green 
apple flavors are modest as befits a Chardonnay of 
12% abv. Simple lemon and orange flavors slide 
away quietly on a flat finish. Laird & Company. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

85 Viña Bisquertt 2019 La Joya Gran Reserva 
Chardonnay (Colchagua Valley). Melon and 

citrus aromas are dusty and woolly, while this feels 
plump and tropical. Following that palate feel, this 
Chardonnay from a hot year tastes of mango, pas-
sion fruit and melon. Similar tropical flavors extend 

onto a soft finish. Universal Beverage Importer. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

SPARKLING WINE

86 Casas del Toqui 2019 Court Rollan Blanc 
de Blancs Extra Brut Méthode Tradition-

nelle. (Cachapoal Valley). Aromas of candied apple, 
bready yeast, sweet green melon and vanilla precede 
a chunky palate with an inactive bead. Apple is the 
key flavor, with mild briny notes as an offset. A basic 
finish runs flat, similar to the palate on this Char-
donnay extra brut. Via Pacifica Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

ROSADOS

85 Longaví 2019 Glup Rosado (Maule Valley). 
A bold color and aromas of clover and red 

apple skins lead to a palate that’s dry and a bit 
astringent. Citrus flavors are simple, with a hint of 
red bell pepper, while a short finish doesn’t evolve. 
This Maule rosé is made from Garnacha, Monastrell 
and País. Copa Fina Imports CA. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

83 Carmen 2020 Gran Reserva Single Vineyard 
Rosé (Maipo Valley). A beige color and 

unconvincing, unfamiliar aromas of applesauce and 
phosphorous set up a lean and linear palate that’s 
borderline watery. A vaguely melony flavor profile 
includes some late-game bitterness. Santa Rita USA 
Corporation. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

83 Misiones de Rengo 2020 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Rosé (Central Valley). From the start, this 

rosé of Cabernet Sauvignon is challenging and basic 
at best. Slightly mealy and grassy aromas lack fresh 
fruit, while this is fleshy in feel. Flavors of carrot 
juice and kumquat turn slightly bitter on a chunky 
finish. Misa Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $7 

82 Apaltagua 2020 Reserva Estate Grown Rosé 
(Maule Valley). A light color is backed by 

pyrazine-dominated aromas of orange peel and 
green herbs. A highly citric and acidic palate deals 
tart tangerine flavors that turn green and grassy. 
This is almost sour, while overall the fruit character 
is marginal. Global Vineyard Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

90 Bodega Volcanes de Chile 2019 Tectonia 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Ripe, 

open-knit berry and black plum aromas are lightly 
spiced and jammy in front of a medium-to-full pal-
ate that’s chewy and generous. Baked berry flavors 
are supported by minty herbal notes and oak grain. 
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Wood spice flavors carry an honest finish that turns 
a bit soft. Drink through 2023. Vias Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Cigar Box 2019 Old Vine Hand Harvested 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Lightly 

herbal blackberry and plum aromas are typical for 
quality Chilean Cabernet, while this feels full and 
fresh, with a seamless blend of pulpy fruit, tan-
nins and acidity. Black cherry and cassis flavors 
are herbal and lightly chocolaty, while this finishes 
smooth and steady; definitely the most clean, hon-
est and least manipulated Cigar Box Cab to date. 
Drink through 2023. Santa Rita USA Corporation. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

90 Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafite) 
2018 Los Vascos Cromas Gran Reserva Cab-

ernet Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). Spicy berry 
and plum aromas are easy to process and easy to 
like. A fresh and healthy palate has lift to its step, 
while this tastes of saucy, savory berry fruits that 
show earthy complexity as this unfolds. A spicy, 
solid finish confirms quality. Drink through 2023. 
Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Misiones de Rengo 2018 Gran Reserva Black 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). For full 

review see page 31. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Concha y Toro 2018 Marques de Casa Concha 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Lightly 

woody aromas of baked blackberry and briar patch 
lead to a full and forward palate that’s easy to like. 
Spiced plum, blackberry and cassis flavors come 
with a resiny topping of oak that gives off flavors 
of aged cheese, vanilla and butter. Mild desiccation 
is noted on the finish. Drink now. Fetzer Vineyards. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

89 Scarlet Vine 2019 Selected Hillside Vine-
yards Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). 

A mix of blackberry, dark plum, dry herbs, leather, 
grilled meat and oaky graphite aromas makes for a 
full but slightly discombobulated nose. This Cab-
ernet is full and grippy, with spicy flavors of clove 
and mint sitting atop oaky blackberry fruit. A warm, 
minty finish is creamy and oaky. Delicato Family 
Wines. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Viña Aquitania 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Maipo Valley). Hard, spicy aromas of green 

tobacco, eucalyptus and bell pepper ride atop black 
cherry and dark plum notes. A tight, drawing palate 
frames herbal, spicy berry and plum flavors that are 
rugged and finish savory but leafy and herbal. If you 
know Chilean Cabernet, this is a textbook version 
with plenty of spicy green character. Drink through 
2024. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Andes Plateau 2019 Cota 500 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Baked aromas of 

raisin and prune come with notes of black licorice 
and cassis. Sharp acidity means this feels spiky and 
angular, while snappy, edgy plum and berry flavors 
don’t run that deep. Shearing acidity adds scour to 
the finish. Via Pacifica Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $40 

87 San Pedro 2019 1865 Selected Vineyards 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Spicy 

berry aromas are slightly baked, nutty and earthy. 
This hot-year Cabernet is dense and chewy, with 
roasted berry flavors that seem beefy and baked. A 
short finish with edgy tannins wraps this up. Shaw-
Ross International Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

87 Santa Carolina 2019 Carolina Reserva Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Colchagua Valley). Plum, 

cherry and animal fur aromas are backed with 
herbal spice notes typical of Chile. High acidity and 
relatively low alcohol mean this Cabernet is a bit 
raw and rough on the palate. Spicy, lightly herbal 
red berry flavors thin out on a tannic finish. Caro-
lina Wine Brands USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

86 Casas del Toqui 2019 Reserva Barrel Series 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Cachapoal Valley). 

Baked berry aromas are slightly sweet and soapy, 
while a spicy note of sandalwood helps out the nose. 
A tight, acidic palate is choppy, while flavors of red 
plum, currant and cranberry are chippy and backed 
by a hint of chocolaty oak. Scruffy inconsistency 
defines this hot-vintage Cabernet from start to fin-
ish. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

83 Montes 2019 Classic Series Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Colchagua Valley). Gritty aromas of 

hard spices, maduro tobacco, clove and eucalyptus 
don’t leave much room for fruit. On the palate, this 
is compact and tannic, with grainy oak. Dominant 
flavors of clove and cinnamon are oak-based and 
forced, while this continues to tastes like clove and 
oak spice through the finish. Nothing seems natural 
or easy about this overoaked Cab. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

81 Santa Ema 2019 Reserva Estate Bottled Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Maipo Valley). Jammy plum 

and raspberry aromas are hollow, with no sugges-
tion of richness or complexity to come. A raw pal-
ate is short on structure and lacks depth, while racy 
plum and berry flavors finish acidic, with zero last-
ing charm. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

CARMENÈRE

88 Baron Philippe de Rothschild 2019 Escudo 
Rojo Reserva Carmenere (Colchagua Valley). 

Aromas of green herbs, black fruits and graphite are 
oaky and pyrazinic. On the palate, this hot-year Car-
menère is tightened by tartaric acidity. Salty plum 

and berry flavors are oaky, spicy and a bit green, 
while this doesn’t change much on a lasting finish. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Château Los Boldos 2019 Grande Réserve 
Carmenere (Cachapoal Valley). Fluffy, furry 

berry aromas are spicy but fairly green. This Car-
menère feels full and chunky, with pulpy weight. 
Red bell pepper, chocolate and herbal plum flavors 
don’t do much on a short but smooth finish. Evaton, 
Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Koyle 2019 Alto Gran Reserva Made with 
Organically Grown Grapes Demeter Carme-

nere (Colchagua Valley). Saucy berry and plum 
aromas are green and spicy. This Carmenère from a 
hot year is choppy and tannic in feel, with a creamy 
offset. Roasted berry and plum flavors are spicy, soft 
and herbal, while grabby tannins assert themselves 
on a finish that empties out rather quickly. Natural 
Merchants, Inc. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

91 Primus 2019 Carmenère (Apalta). Ripe plum 
and blackberry aromas come with ample oaky 

wood grain scents as well as hints of Band-Aid and 
latex. A flush palate is what Apalta is known for, 
while this warm-year Carmenère offers baked black 
fruit flavors touched up by chocolaty oak. A slightly 
sticky and grabby finish confirms the wine’s heft. 
Gonzalez Byass USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

90 Bodega Volcanes de Chile 2019 Tectonia 
Carmenère (Maule Valley). Herbal berry 

aromas are clipped and tight, with a mild green 
note. Grabby tannins and raw acidity pump up the 
mouthfeel on this Maule Valley Carmenère, while 
flavors of coffee, mocha, blackberry and brown 
sugar finish with some heat and acidic push. Vias 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Viñedos Marchigüe 2019 Panilonco Chief of 
Lions Reserve Carmenère (Colchagua Val-

ley). Herbal black plum aromas are inviting in a 
textbook way, while this shows the pop and energy 
of Marchigue, a coastal-influenced subzone of Col-
chagua. Black cherry and herbal notes and notable 
oak fill out the flavor profile on this savory tasting 
Carmenère with latent burn. Evaki Imports Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Viña Tarapacá 2019 Gran Reserva Carmenère 
(Maipo Valley). Aromas of herbal black-

berry and dark plum come with notes of beef broth 
and gamy leather. This Carmenère from a hot and 
dry year feels full and edgy. Herbal plum and black-
berry flavors lean toward spicy and slightly green, 
while catchy tannins make for a grabby finish. Mun-
doVino–Winebow. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  127

88 Apaltagua 2019 Reserva Apalta Valley 
Estate Grown Carmenère (Colchagua Val-

ley). Leathery black fruit aromas are smoky and a 
touch burnt, while this opens with a reduced scent 
of peanut that blows off in due time. Rubbing tan-
nins tighten the palate feel, while flavors of coffee 
and herbal blackberry finish with cheek-starching 
tannic roughness. Global Vineyard Importers. Best 
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Concha y Toro 2019 Casillero del Diablo 
Reserva Carmenère (Central Valley). For full 

review see page 37. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 San Pedro 2019 1865 Selected Vineyards 
Carmenère (Maule Valley). Earthy berry 

and eucalyptus aromas are minty and peppery as a 
whole. A round palate is full but soft, with mushy 
tannins. Peppery berry flavors are a bit green and 
accented by brown sugar sweetness, while a creamy 
finish tastes of carob, baked plum and herbs. Shaw-
Ross International Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

86 Los Morros 2019 Carmenère (Central Val-
ley). Leafy black fruit aromas are herbal in 

a familiar Carmenère way, while dry tannins harden 
a palate with saucy tomato-like acidity. Blackberry, 
dark plum and familiar herbal flavors finish solid, 
with lasting mild green notes. Copa Fina Imports 
CA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

85 Chilensis 2019 Reserva Carmenère (Maule 
Valley). Initially this is light and hollow on 

the nose, but soon green-leaning dark-berry fruit 
and asphalt aromas appear. A solid but regular pal-
ate is backed by saucy, herbal flavors of dark berry 
fruits and lactic oak. Following that, this tastes 
creamy on a finish with lasting herbal character. 
Total Beverage Solution. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

85 Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafite) 
2019 Los Vascos Cromas Gran Reserva Car-

menère (Colchagua Valley). Overtly green aromas 
are more vegetal than fruity, which can happen with 
Carmenère. A wide, pulpy palate deals creamy berry 
flavors topped with a coating of green herbs and 
pyrazines. A thick and chunky finish is spicy but 
unfocused. Saranty Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

85 Santa Rita 2019 120 Reserva Especial Carme-
nère (Central Valley). Spicy baked plum and 

blackberry aromas come with creamy oak notes and 
a hint of wet clay. This is a good but entirely stan-
dard Carmenère that’s medium in body, intensity 
and depth. Dark plum flavors are chocolaty, herbal 
and full of sweet baking spice notes, while the fin-
ish is as short as they come. Delicato Family Wines. 
Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

84 Fest 2019 Carmenère (Central Valley). 
Superficial aromas of grilled meat and dark 

fruits struggle to hold it together, while this feels 
expansive but also scratchy. Green-leaning dark-
fruit flavors are wild and gamy, while this is smack-
ing and grating on the finish. California Wine Cel-
lars Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

84 Santa Rita 2019 Secret Reserve Carmenère 
(Rapel Valley). Off the bat, this smells much 

like a box of drugstore chocolates; it’s pumped up 
with creamy oak that masks the wine’s core herbal 
scents. On the palate, this feels soft, with typi-
cal ground-level Carmenère flavors of herbal black 
fruits. A plump, grabby finish returns to that early 
forced-oak flavor. Delicato Family Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

MALBEC

88 Casas del Toqui 2016 Terroir Selection Gran 
Reserva Malbec (Colchagua Valley). Herbal 

plum aromas are lightly oaked and a touch rub-
bery. A bouncy palate is easy to process, while this 
cool-vintage Malbec tastes of raspberry, red plum 
and creamy oak. Dry tannins anchor a solid finish. 
Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Santa Carolina 2017 Reserva de Familia Mal-
bec (Rapel Valley). Earthy raspberry and 

plum aromas are a touch horsey, while this feels 
plump and wide, with helpful acidity. Red berry fla-
vors are meaty and ripe, with jammy weight, while 
this Malbec finishes comfortably. Carolina Wine 
Brands USA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $18 

87 Casas del Toqui 2019 Terroir Selection Gran 
Reserva Malbec (Apalta). A purple color and 

grapy aromas are what you get from Malbec in a 
warm vintage. Lightly herbal plum and blackberry 
flavors include a side note of dry brush, while the 
palate feel is plump but basic. Pour this uncompli-
cated Malbec with burgers or pizza and you’ll be 
fine. Via Pacifica Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Trabun 2018 Soloist Côt (Requinoa). Earthy 
blackberry aromas are warm and jammy, 

while on the palate this is more edgy and tight, with 
loud acidity that makes for a scratchy mouthfeel. 
Hard-driving berry and plum flavors are spicy and 
oaky, while this Cachapoal Malbec is quite dry and 
a bit rough on the finish. Regal Wine Imports Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

86 Polkura 2018 Malbec (Marchigue). A flat 
nose is gritty smelling. Next, a compact 

palate is monotone and short on depth, while this 
tastes of peppery berry fruits. Dry tannins dominate 
an edgy finish with heat. This is an average wine by 
Polkura’s standards. Craveiro Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

MERLOT

85 Fest 2019 Merlot (Central Valley). Saucy 
berry aromas include notes of latex and 

Band-Aid. A plump, chunky palate is grabby and 
mildly tannic, while this tastes of medicinal berry 
and plum, with a saucy aftertaste. California Wine 
Cellars Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $7 

85 Santa Ema 2019 Select Terroir Reserva Mer-
lot (Cachapoal Valley). Dusty berry aromas 

are generic and earthy more than ripe and vivid. 
Modest acidity props up an otherwise soupy and 
chunky mouthfeel, while this tastes of salted berry 
fruits and tomato sauce along with green herbs. A 
crisp, tight finish is rather hard and short. Pacific 
Highway Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

84 Santa Rita 2020 120 Reserva Especial Mer-
lot (Central Valley). Initial aromas of tarry 

asphalt give way to leafy plum and tomato prior to a 
tight, rubbing palate that’s lean to medium in body 
and slightly rough. Peppery berry and herbal flavors 
finish short, leaving a green final impression. Deli-
cato Family Wines. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

83 San Pedro 2020 Gato Negro Merlot (Chile). 
Rubbery aromas of latex blend with generic 

plum and herbal berry notes. This mass-market 
Merlot is solid in feel but highly herbal tasting, bor-
dering on weedy. Spicy berry and green herb flavors 
control the finish. Shaw-Ross International Import-
ers. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $5 

83 Santa Ema 2019 Reserva Estate Bottled Mer-
lot (Maipo Valley). Minty green aromas top 

a nose that’s leafy and herbal more than ripe and 
fruity. While this feels sound and balanced, there’s 
nothing much to the palate, which delivers thin 
fruit flavors with a heavy green accent. Bell pepper 
and mint notes are mostly what registers on the fin-
ish. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

SYRAH

93 Polkura 2018 Secano Dry Farmed Syrah 
(Marchigue). A dark color and bold aromas 

of blackberry, dark plum and chocolaty oak border 
on heady but coalesce and settle with airing. This 
dry-farmed Syrah from the western edge of the Col-
chagua Valley is the type of wine that varies greatly 
by vintage, and this excellent 2018 is at its best. 
Purity, focus and deep black fruit flavors support a 
balanced mouthfeel and length on the finish. Drink 
through 2030. Craveiro Importers. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

91 Montes 2018 Alpha Syrah (Colchagua Val-
ley). A full and gritty nose showcases aromas 
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of eucalyptus, green herbs and black fruits. A full 
but agile palate features bright acidity and grabby 
tannins, while toasty oak tops herbal blackberry 
and plum flavors. A concentrated finish is dry 
and weighty but not heavy. Drink through 2025. 
Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

91 Viña Casablanca 2018 Nimbus Single Vineyard 
Syrah (Casablanca Valley). Black plum and 

wild berry aromas come with an early whiff of euca-
lyptus. A racy but full palate is braced by bold acid-
ity and fine tannins, while this Casablanca Valley 
Syrah tastes of minty berry fruits and light spice. 
A straight-lined finish with punch doesn’t crumble 
in the least. Drink through 2023. Carolina Wine 
Brands USA. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 MontGras 2018 Antu Syrah (Colchagua 
Valley). A rambling nose includes aromas 

of dried cheese, raw oak, eucalyptus and lightly 
oxidized black fruits. A round and pulpy palate is 
plump and deals earthy black plum and berry flavors 
softened by lactic oak. Barrel notes carry over to an 
herbal finish with a notable hint of green. Drink 
through 2024. Guarachi Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

88 François Lurton 2018 Hacienda Araucano 
Humo Blanco Edicion Limitada Organic Wine 

Syrah (Lolol Valley). Gritty aromas of asphalt, coffee 
grounds and herbal black fruits are raw and grainy 
in a wild sort of way. This Syrah rides a narrow 
beam of acidity on its way to flavors of black coffee, 
wood char, black plum and currant. Notes of mint 
and other green herbs dominate a challenging fin-
ish. Winesellers, Ltd. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

RED BLEND

87 Casas del Toqui 2018 Nattitude Spirit Barrel 
Aged (Central Valley). This so-called natural 

Cabernet blend from Casas del Toqui opens with 
soft berry and raisin aromas that include notes of 
oaky butter, chicken fat and eucalyptus. A fleshy 
and plump palate is inexact, while berry and black 
currant flavors are herbal and a touch green, with a 
hint of mustard. This is 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
20% Carmenère and 5% Petit Verdot. Via Pacifica 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

OTHER INTERNATIONAL
SLOVENIA

88 Krasno 2018 Rebula (Goriška Brda). This 
straw-colored wine offers aromas of sweet 

peach and pear nectar. It is pleasant in the mouth, 
with flavors of lemon curd, lemon pith and peach 
before the fruity finish. Laureate Imports. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

CROATIA

94 Saints Hills 2016 Plavac Mali (Dingač). For 
full review see page 11.  

abv: 14% Price: $85 

93 Saints Hills 2016 St Roko Plavac Mali (Dal-
matian Coast). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

CYPRUS

87 Loel NV Commandaria Alasia Red Dessert 
Wine (Commandaria). This historic Com-

mandaria producer offers a rich, traditional pour 
that starts with aromas of ripe plum, blackberry 
and spice. On the palate, black cherry, honey and 
raisins are balanced with a sweet and spicy charac-
ter. Nestor Imports. —S.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $32 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

89 Wines of Illyria 2015 Illyrian Traditional 
Trnjak (Bosnia and Herzegovina). Garnet-

colored in the glass, this 100% Trnjak from Her-
zegovina has aromas of black plum, dried Mediter-
ranean herbs and cherry jam. Nicely balanced, it 
offers flavors of cassis, nutmeg, cinnamon and black 
raspberry, with a smooth finish. Chandel & Chandel, 
INC. . —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

BULGARIA

89 Milena 2019 Pinot Noir (Danube River 
Plains). Ruby red in the glass, this wine 

offers aromas of cherry vanilla, black cherry, red 
plum and dried sage. Flavors of pomegranate, cherry 
and plum have pleasant tartness on the finish. G&B 
Importers. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Rough Day 2019 Pinot Noir (Danube River 
Plains). This wine is ruby red in the glass, 

with aromas of vanilla, dark cherry, plum and dried 
herbs. In the mouth there are flavors of cherry, red 
plum and pomegranate. The finish is pleasantly 
astringent. G&B Importers. Best Buy. —J.J. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

OTHER EUROPE

93 Joseph Mellot 2015 Interdit/Verboten Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (European Wine). This fascinat-

ing blend is produced jointly by Joseph Mellot in 
Sancerre in France and Manfred Tement in Südstei-
ermark in Austria, both masters of the grape. Now 
mature, this exemplary showcase of the variety has 
good acidity, a cool character hinting at herbaceous-

ness and fine, pure minerality. Drink the wine now. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $145 

URUGUAY

87 Artesana 2020 Tannat Rosé (Canelones). 
A rusty-orange color and aromas of citrus 

blossom and spring flowers are nice and easy, while 
this rosé of Tannat feels full, with citric cut. Salty 
orange flavors are slightly bitter on the back side. 
The wine shows a firm and grabby skins-based tex-
ture on the finish. American Estates Wines, Inc. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $15 

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAY

96 Ten Acre 2018 Ritchie Vineyard Horseshoe 
Block Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). 

For full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $78 

95 Axr 2018 Ritchie Vineyard Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). Spicy with length and 

breadth, this vineyard-designated white has a depth 
of brioche and salty oak, with a tease of sea air. The 
fruit is richly layered, a mix of mango, apricot and 
pineapple, the richness in balanced and comple-
mented by persistent, well-integrated acidity and 
ongoing freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $90 

95 Cattleya 2019 Call to Adventure Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Very subtle aromas 

of Meyer lemon peel, sea salt, baked apples and light 
butter make for a very smooth and pleasant entry 
to the nose of this wine. There’s a strong chalky 
tension to the palate, where the fantastic grip 
unleashes flavors of citrus pith with a minty lift. It 
is a fascinating wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

95 Cattleya 2019 Cuvée Number Five Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). Amazing aromas of 

Key lime pith, chalk and white blossoms are subtle 
and soft yet enrapturing on the nose of this bottling. 
The wine engages the palate with both zesty and 
rich aspects, as citrusy acidity enlivens the broad 
stonefruit and sea-salt flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

95 Gary Farrell 2018 Rochioli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 6. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $65 

95 Hartford Court 2018 Far Coast Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). For full review 

see page 6. Cellar  Selection. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 
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95 Hartford Court 2018 Seascape Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This is a gor-

geously crafted, complex and structured wine, made 
from a cool-climate site at 1,150-feet-elevation near 
the town of Occidental. Meyer lemon citrus bursts 
from the opening, leading the way to a silky texture 
of great tension and acidity. Green apple, Asian 
spice and a taste of tea round out the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

95 Madson 2019 Arey Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Extremely chalky 

on the nose, this bottling sizzles with aromas of 
yuzu pith, lemon juice and taut nectarine. A stony 
grip consumes the palate, which is like licking lime-
stone, and then come sprinkles of lemongrass, lime 
leaf, white melon and white flower—a magical sip. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $NA 

95 Ramey 2018 Chardonnay (Fort Ross-
Seaview). This is the second year this wine 

has been made from grapes grown at the Marti-
nelli Charles Ranch, set at high elevation and only 
two miles from the ocean. Freshly cut pear, anise 
and integrated oak arise from the glass, highlight-
ing a seamless texture, crisp acidity and structured 
length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Heintz Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 8. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 8. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

94 Far Niente 2019 Chardonnay (Napa Valley). 
For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

94 Fort Ross Vineyard 2018 Mother of Pearl 
Chardonnay (Fort Ross-Seaview). Dark gold 

in color, with a buttery creaminess, this wine is 
richly delicious in pear, baked lemon and a mix of 
baking and Asian spice. Oyster-shell-like texture 
adds minerality and a taste of the vineyard, so close 
as it is to the ocean. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

94 Gary Farrell 2018 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 10. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $45 

94 Hanzell 2018 Chardonnay (Sonoma Valley). 
Structured and graceful from beginning to 

end, this white is floral and offers depth and length. 
From some vines still on St. George rootstock and 
fermented in both oak and stainless-steel, it  retains 
lively acidity and vibrant layers of salty stone, 
 Meyer lemon and green apple. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $78 

94 Hartford Court 2019 Four Hearts Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Lushly tropical with 

a richness of crème brûlée, this wine is made from 
several sites in the Laguna Ridge neighborhood of 
the appellation. Generous oak supports the layer-
ing opulence and spiciness, offering a voluptuous 
expression of the grape. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

94 Hartford Court 2018 Fog Dance Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Green Valley). An exuberantly 

fruity, fleshy and pleasing wine, this shows con-
centrated flavors of green apple, pear and manda-
rin. The acidity is moderate and the oak spicy, with 
hints of nutmeg, lemongrass and Nilla Wafer that 
remain fresh and focused in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

94 Newton 2018 The Bay Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This is a lovely, cohesive and 

focused white wine, brimming in layers of manda-
rin orange, lemon and green apple. The oak is well 
integrated, adding breadth and baking spice, while 
fresh acidity remains ever-present. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

94 Ram’s Gate 2019 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). Softly complex and beguiling in its 

creamy complexion, this coastal white is lovely and 
layered, with impressive acidity. Pear, anise and 
well-integrated oak highlight a lasting elegance. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $46 

94 Ram’s Gate 2019 El Diablo Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). This is an 

intensely floral, high-toned and stone-driven wine, 
with upfront acidity that boosts a density of tangy 
apple and stone fruit. The oak is well integrated and 
lends additional structure and balanced weight. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $70 

94 Ram’s Gate 2019 Hyde Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Carneros). This is a richly luxurious yet 

mineral-driven white, contrasting and complex in 
fresh, focused acidity that guides a stony grit and 
layered flavors. Green apple, stone fruit and hon-
eydew combine around notes of nutmeg, flint and 
stone. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $70 

94 Roar 2019 Sierra Mar Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

94 Ron Noble 2019 Richard Dinner Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Mountain). For full 

review see page 11. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $68 

94 Ron Noble 2019 Steiner Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Mountain). For full review see 

page 11. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $68 

94 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Spear Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review 

see page 11. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

94 Ten Acre 2018 Ritchie Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Great depth, subtle 

flavors and a soothing, broad texture make this 
outstanding wine a treat to sip. It’s fruity notes are 
restrained as the palate emphasizes almond, brown-
butter and fig flavors that ride a creamy texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $68 

94 Testarossa 2019 Sanford & Benedict Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). White-

melon, light honeysuckle, tropical pineapple and 
creamy white-peach aromas make for a very heady 
yet soft nose on this bottling from a historic vine-
yard. It’s energetic and fresh on the grippy palate, 
with Meyer lemon Popsicle and mandarin orange 
flavors that ride a long-lingering acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $53 

94 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Langley Hill Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Cruz Mountains). The 

nose on this single-vineyard expression is a tanta-
lizing blend of warmer baked apple tones that are 
cut by sharper aromas of grapefruit pith and brisk 
lemon. Much like the nose, the palate starts broadly, 
with more apple, nectarine and apricot, but then 
savory sea-salt and acidic lemon-wedge flavors take 
hold. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $62 

93 Adelaida 2019 HMR Estate Vineyard Char-
donnay (Adelaida District). There’s a density 

to the nose of this bottling from a historic vine-
yard, with aromas of smoked lemon peel, preserved 
lemon, hazel nut and toast. It clings to the palate 
with chiseled stone, light lemon and toasted nut 
flavors, then sails into a sandalwood and marzipan 
finish—a journey of a wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

93 Bernardus 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). This bottling 

balances a tense frame with ripe flavors. It begins 
quite delicate and chalky on the nose, with white-
flower and creamy cherimoya aromas. The palate 
is energized with acidity and firm in form, offering 
lime-pith, apricot, cinnamon and vanilla flavors. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

93 Donnachadh 2018 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Citrus pith, light yogurt, soft nectar-

ine and crisp jicama aromas arise on the very subtle 
nose of this bottling. The palate’s texture is any-
thing but subtle, though, gripping with wet chalk 
tension and flavors, as well as tightly wound flashes 
of lime and more of that dairy tartness. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

93 Edio 2019 Oliver’s Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Edna Valley). Extremely tight aromas 

of chalk wrap around yellow melon, sea salt and 
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crushed sea shells on the nose of this bottling. The 
palate is tense as expected, with a firm grip that 
relents into Asian pear and lime-sprayed melon fla-
vors. Sharp acidity pumps throughout. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $34 

93 Fort Ross Vineyard 2019 Sea Slopes Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 14. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

93 Grey Stack 2018 Four Brothers Chardonnay 
(Bennett Valley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

93 Hanzell 2018 Hanzell Farm The Ramos Selec-
tion Chardonnay (Sonoma Valley). High-

toned, floral and earthy, with a lightness and ele-
gance, this is a stainless-steel fermented white that 
did not undergo malolactic fermentation. It saw an 
additional six months of stainless-steel aging. It is 
named for a selection planted in 2001 on St. George 
rootstock and shows lovely spice and apple. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $68 

93 Hartford Court 2018 Sevens Bench Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Carneros). Creamy texture akin 

to salted butter leads the way to a mineral-driven 
midpalate of stone, citrus and peach in this delight-
fully complex and balanced wine. Hints of baking 
spice and dried herb provide additional character 
and intrigue. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

93 Last Light 2019 Derbyshire Vineyard Chardon-
nay (San Luis Obispo County). Sharp lemon-

peel and grapefruit-pith aromas are warmed up by 
crisp Asian pear, apple blossom and a light touch of 
nuts on the nose of this bottling from an extremely 
coastal vineyard. A rocky tension frames the palate, 
where  yogurt-like streaks of dairy meet with chalk 
and a fresh lime flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

93 Newton 2018 Beckstoffer Carneros Lake 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Napa Valley). This is 

a rich, unctuous and layered white with underlying 
brightness and floral highlights. Crème brûlée, salty 
oak and ripe pear combine around well-integrated 
oak and powerful grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $120 

93 Niner 2018 JR Reserve  Chardonnay (Edna Val-
ley). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

93 Ram’s Gate 2019 Cellar Note Chardonnay 
( Sonoma Coast). A hearty opening tone of 

oak and toasted nut lead to a creamy, refined texture 
of weight and length in this impressive wine. Well 
integrated, it shows apple, pear and melon flavors 
with a fresh undercurrent of acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $56 

93 Red Stitch 2019 Sierra Mar Vineyard 
 Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). A 

sharp lemon-lime aroma arises first on the nose, 

followed by touches of peach and lightly toasted 
nuts. There’s a quick zip to the sip that cuts through 
the lingering richness of more stone fruit and honey, 
finishing on a unique lemongrass-vanilla combina-
tion. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $52 

93 Samsara 2019 Cuvée d’Inspiration Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). Lime and grapefruit-

peel aromas are fresh and engaging in this bottling, 
leading to a clean line of lemongrass on the nose. 
The palate is very firm, loaded with lime peel, yuzu 
and tangerine peel, with warmer tones of apricot 
and mango. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

93 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Portola Springs Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Santa Cruz  Mountains). 

Lightly buttered apricot-brioche aromas are 
sprayed with freshly sliced lemon on the engaging 
nose of this bottling. The firm tension that envel-
ops the palate is attention-grabbing, then come 
blasts of lime zest and grapefruit juice as a toasty 
 macadamia-nut element lingers in the background. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $62 

93 Trombetta 2019 Indindoli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 16. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Bernardus 2019 Sierra Mar Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Peach and 

sweet apple aromas meet with honeysuckle, wet 
stone and crushed nuts on the nose of this bottling. 
Warm flavors of hazelnut and baked lemon are rich 
at first on the palate, but there’s an edge of Eureka 
lemon zest and grapefruit peel, as well as a tense 
structure. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

92 Flanagan 2019 Chardonnay (Russian River 
Valley). Salty oak, apple, stone fruit and 

lemon combine around a tension and texture that 
appeals in this lengthy, well-made white. The oak 
imparts accents of baking spice and adds weight, 
without ever becoming overwrought. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

92 Hungry Hawk 2019 Hill Springs Chardonnay 
(San Diego County). Light in the glass, this 

bottling begins with delicate honeysuckle, subtle 
yet creamy peach and fresh citrus-blossom aromas. 
Acidity pops on they palate, which moves into hints 
of guava and pineapple, with a firm texture through-
out. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

92 Ram’s Gate 2019 Estate Chardonnay (Los 
Carneros). This estate wine is high-toned, 

flinty and floral, with a balanced approach to ripe-
ness and richness. Elegant layers of grapefruit, 
lemon and green apple play along the palate, with 
light specks of baking spice and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $76 

92 Ridge 2019 Monte Bello Estate Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Cruz Mountains). There’s 

a flinty tone of struck stone and chiseled granite on 
the nose of this bottling, which also shows a singed 
lemon fragrance on the nose. There’s a woody qual-
ity to the sip, giving some depth to the seared lime-
peel, macadamia-nut and sprinkled sea-salt flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 

92 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Of Redwood  Royalty 
Bald Mountain Vineyard Chardonnay (Santa 

Cruz Mountains). Very welcoming aromas of pineap-
ple, honey and Asian pear meet with a tropical tone 
on the nose of this bottling. It’s clean and chalky on 
the palate, where pineapple and mango flavors ride 
polished tannins into a toasty finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

92 Talbott 2018 Block 50 South Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Santa Lucia High-

lands). For full review see page 21. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

92 Talbott 2018 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

For full review see page 21. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

92 Testarossa 2019 Brosseau Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Chalone). Dried lemon peels and dried 

apricot aromas meet with crushed sandstone aro-
mas on the earthy nose of this bottling. The palate 
opens up toward gardenia and lotus aromas, with 
touches of butter and hazelnut and a splash of cit-
rus on the back. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $53 

92 Testarossa 2019 Cortada Alta Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Starting 

with a very approachable and generous nose, this 
wine offers aromas of honeysuckle, gardenia, ripe 
pear and sea salt. It’s much tighter on the palate, 
where Meyer lemon and ripe grapefruit flavors play 
with Asian and red pear as a toasty brioche element 
emerges on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $53 

92 Testarossa 2019 Diana’s Chardonnay (Cali-
fornia). Tightly wound aromas of lime blos-

som and Meyer lemon rind are brushed with salt 
and butter on the nose of this bottling. There is an 
underripe apricot flavor to the restrained palate, 
which also shows gardenia and nectarine before 
rolling into a vanilla-spiced finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $81 

92 Testarossa 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Brisk aromas 

of Asian pear and lychee are lifted by chalky tones 
on the fresh and tightly wound nose of this bottling. 
That tension carries to the palate, which is stony at 
first and then opens toward honeysuckle and more 
lychee flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $53 
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92 Testarossa 2019 Tondre Grapefield Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Brisk aromas 

of honeysuckle, citrus blossom and nectarine make 
for a delicate nose on this single-vineyard expres-
sion. A taut tension holds the chalky palate, which 
pulls back to reveal wider flavors of nectarine, 
honey suckle and a hint of pineapple. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $53 

92 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Albutom Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Cruz Mountains). Dried 

lemon, sea-salt, light butter and orange-peel aro-
mas swirl around the nose of this bottling. There’s 
an ashy minerality to the palate, where lemon-
wedge and seared tangerine-rind flavors meet with 
tart apple. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $72 

92 Williams Selyem 2019 Unoaked Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 22. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

91 Bernardus 2019 Soberanes Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Sea-salt, peach 

and crisp apple aromas make the mouth water when 
approaching the nose of this bottling. There is firm 
tension to the palate, where pithy grapefruit flavors 
meet with a salty quality that increases toward the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

91 De Loach 2018 Hawk Hill Chardonnay (Green 
Valley). This is a salty, savory and lengthy 

white from a cool-climate site, richly layered in 
butter scotch and baked apple. Made in a hearty 
style, it remains fresh via underlying acidity and is 
accented in nutmeg and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

91 Kendall-Jackson 2019 Camelot Highlands 
 Estate Collection Chardonnay (Santa Maria 

Valley). Light lemon aromas meet with warm, toasty 
oak tones on the comfortingly familiar nose of this 
bottling. Salted lemon-wedge, pineapple and canta-
loupe flavors arise on the sip, which lends into more 
sea salt and nuts on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Marimar 2019 Don Miguel Vineyard Acero 
Estate Grown Estate Bottled Unoaked Char-

donnay (Russian River Valley). For full review see 
page 25. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 Newton 2018 Unfiltered Chardonnay (Napa 
 Valley). An entirely barrel-fermented white, 

aged one year in French oak, 25% of it new, this 
stalwart from the producer shows the warmth and 
evenness of the vintage, reductive and nutty in its 
opening note of oak and white flower. A creamy, 
lush midpalate of buttered corn and fig follow, with 
a splash of acidity providing balanced verve. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Nickel & Nickel 2019 Truchard Vineyard Char-
donnay (Carneros). For full review see page 

26. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

91 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Chardonnay (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). Fleshy aromas of poached 

nectarine and white peach coverage with salted but-
ter and light honeysuckle on the nose of this bot-
tling. It’s broad with jasmine and peach flavors on 
the palate, yet with a twinge of lemony acidity and a 
nutty savory tone toward the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $38 

91 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Damiana Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Cruz Mountains). Light 

aromas of lemon and honey get richer with cinna-
mon-laced apples and hazelnut on the nose of this 
bottling. The baked pome-fruit flavors of the riper 
palate meet with peach and apricot, leading into a 
vanilla finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $62 

91 Trombetta 2019 Four Brothers Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Mountain). With rich 

undertones of oak and baking spice, this wine’s 
core is an exploration of peach, pear and a hint of 
lime. Well integrated and medium bodied, it has 
restrained opulence and length, and a silky smooth 
texture that appeals. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $50 

91 Trombetta 2019 Petersen Vineyard 
 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Darkly colored, 

this wine opens in a confectionery aroma of marsh-
mallow, with unctuous layers of tropical fruit, hon-
eycomb and crème brûlée to follow. The rounded 
creaminess appeals and is boosted by underlying 
acidity that helps to crisp and complement. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $NA 

90 De Loach 2018 Estate Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). Made from biodynamic 

and organically grown grapes, this estate-grown 
appellation wine is balanced in green apple, high-
tone acidity and Meyer lemon crispness. The finish 
teases a fleetingly butter-like richness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

90 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Flora Marie 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Russian River Val-

ley).  For full review see page 29. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

90 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Next Door 
 Neighbor Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). 

This is made from a site planted to decades-old 
Wente vines known as the Lone Oak Vineyard. Soft, 
spicy and earthy, it shows medium-bodied richness 
and notes of Gravenstein apple, pear and vanilla 
toast. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $62 

90 DRNK 2018 Dutton Mill Station Chardonnay 
(Green Valley). Made by Ryan Kunde and 

 barrel fermented as well as whole-cluster pressed, 
this white is grippy, earthy and floral. With a hearty 

lushness of tropical fruit and crème brûlée, it fin-
ishes in citrus-laden freshness and aromas of just-
cut apple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

90 Gnarly Head 2019 Chardonnay (California). 
For full review see page 35. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

90 Gordon Ramsay 2018 Chardonnay (Mon-
terey). This is a lean and green-leaning 

Chardonnay, starting with aromas of yuzu zest, 
tangerine peel and a hint of grass. The palate offers 
melon rind, lime sorbet and a stronger streak of cut 
grass. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Chardonnay (Rus-
sian River Valley). For full review see page 

30. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $33 

90 J. Dirt 2019 Duvarita Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). Fresh melon, Meyer 

lemon and yuzu-spray aromas show on the nose 
of this bottling from a vineyard that’s west of the 
Sta. Rita Hills. Lime and green-pear flavors come 
through on the sip, which is a bit tart but refresh-
ing. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

90 Kendall-Jackson 2019 Cloud Landing Char-
donnay (Petaluma Gap). With an oak-

driven beginning, this white shows nicely balanced 
layers of salty lemon rind, honeycomb and fig, with 
a complement of acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 Marimar 2017 Bonita’s Hill Don Miguel Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). 

With rich overtones of tropical and stone fruit, this 
softly layered white is silky smooth with underlying 
creaminess. Anise and clove notes accent it well and 
provide enduring earthiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $49 

90 Myka 2019 Chardonnay (El Dorado). Good, 
ripe apple and pear aromas lead to more 

complex vanilla, toast and ginger flavors in this 
soothing, medium-bodied wine. Its concentrated 
fruitiness is wrapped in a rather soft, creamy tex-
ture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $32 

90 Niner 2019 Chardonnay (Edna Valley). For 
full review see page 31. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

90 Parallel 2019 Chardonnay (Russian River 
V alley). Baking spice and fleshy fruit 

adorn a cohesive, seamless and unabashedly rich 
and ripe expression of the grape in this well-made 
wine. Tropical notes of baked pineapple, mango and 
vanilla mingle around strong accents of toasted oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $75 
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90 Rombauer 2019 Proprietor Selection Char-
donnay (Carneros). For full review see page 

32. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 San Simeon 2018 Estate Reserve 
 Chardonnay (Monterey). For full review see 

page 32. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

90 Sarah’s Vineyard 2019 Tondre Grapefield 
Chardonnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). Broad 

aromas of peach and butter are cut by lime zest on 
the nose of this single-vineyard expression. Stone-
fruit and melon flavors are balanced by prickly acid-
ity on the sip, which grows riper toward the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

90 Talley 2019 Selections Chardonnay (San 
Luis Obispo County). Mellow aromas of nec-

tarine are cut by a sharp lemon peel on this new line 
from the veteran producer. There’s a lightly chalky 
quality to the sip, where crisp lychee flavors are 
very delicate but enjoyable. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $NA 

89 Bernardus 2019 Chardonnay (Monterey 
County). Aromoas of hazelnut, marzipan 

and browned butter on toasted bread make for 
a rich, nutty nose on this countywide blend. It’s 
somewhat plump and viscous on the palate, with 
baked lemon, dried apricot and more toasted nut 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

89 Cupcake 2019 Chardonnay (Monterey 
 County). Clean aromas of pear and peach 

are cut by lime skin and buttered pastry on the bal-
anced nose of this bottling. Baked lemon and peach 
flavors are dusted with sea salt on the rounded, ripe 
palate. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $11 

89 J. Wilkes 2019 Chardonnay (Santa Maria 
 Valley). Sharp citrus aromas of tart lime 

meet with jicama and white-fleshed fruit on the 
nose of this bottling. The palate is tart with citrus 
and chalky in texture, proving familiar and brisk in 
expression. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Kendall-Jackson 2019 Grand Reserve Char-
donnay (Santa Barbara County). Sharp 

aromas of lemon wedge and wet stone are warmed 
up by hints of nectarine and pear on the nose of 
this bottling. It lands boldly on the palate, offering 
melon, bright citrus and sea-salt flavors, as wood 
and stone elements linger on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

89 Lucas & Lewellen 2019 Chardonnay (Santa 
Barbara County). Juicy and fruity citrus 

aromas sing of lemon blossom and limeade on the 
nose of this bottling, which has a steely metallic 
edge. There’s a slight grip to the sip, where passion 

fruit cream and light guava flavors prove generous 
yet restrained. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $17 

89 Metz Road 2018 Riverview Vineyard Char-
donnay (Monterey). Seared lemon aromas 

are sharp on the nose, but there are also warmer 
hints of cashew and baked apple as well. The texture 
is plump on the palate, with broad flavors of apple 
splashed in lemon, butter and baking spices. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Opolo 2019 Chardonnay (Edna Valley). 
Lime-zest, grapefruit-peel and baked pear 

aromas converge on the familiar nose of this bot-
tling. The palate offers a cohesive flavor of freshly 
sliced apple sprayed with lemon and sprinkled with 
cinnamon, sea salt and light vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $29 

89 Testarossa 2019 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). There’s a lot of chalk to the nose of 

this bottling as well as honeysuckle and gardenia 
aromas. Riper flavors of apple, peach and jasmine 
show on the palate, which is soft in structure. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $44 

89 Z. Alexander Brown 2019 Uncaged Chardon-
nay (Monterey). White peach, ripe apple 

and pear and soft mint aromas make for a very 
aromatic expression on the nose of this bottling. 
It’s texturally compelling on the palate, where the 
poached pear flavors open toward strong jasmine 
and plumeria elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

88 Bridlewood 2018 Chardonnay (Monterey 
County). Honeysuckle, lemon blossom and 

baked apple aromas are delicately presented on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a very slight grip to 
the palate, where underripe pineapple and poached 
pear flavors dominate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

88 Hungry Hawk 2019 Estate Chardonnay (San 
Diego County). Toasty nuts, baked peach 

and a hint of honey show on the ripe nose of this 
bottling. It sails down the middle of familiar flavors 
on the palate, equal parts nectarine and lemon, with 
a soft frame. —M.K. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $40 

88 La Crema 2019 Chardonnay (Monterey). 
Clean lines of hot sandstone, lemon but-

ter and paraffin show on the nose of this bottling. 
Baked nectarine, guava, pineapple and a hint of bri-
oche come through on the palate, which is mellow 
in texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 La Crema 2018 Chardonnay (Arroyo Seco). 
Struck stone aromas lead into aromas of 

dried honeydew melon on the nose of this bottling. 
The palate kicks into gear with a slightly sour grape-

fruit flavor, and smashed almond richness rises on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 LangeTwins 2019 Merrill Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Clarksburg). An aroma of green-apple 

skin and pleasantly ripe fruit flavors give this full-
bodied wine an easy likability that’s matched by a 
soft, smooth texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 Morrows 2019 Paraiso Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Delicate aromas of 

wet rocks, underripe lychee and toasted nut show 
on the nose of this bottling. There is a steely tension 
to the palate, where yellow-apple rind and tanger-
ine-peel flavors arise. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

88 Qupé 2019 Y Block Chardonnay (Santa Bar-
bara County). Very light in the glass, this 

block-designate is really a countywide blend, and 
shows aromas of yellow apple, pear and creamy 
white peach on the nose. There’s a chalky grip to 
the sip, where clean pear and lime flavors comprise 
the core. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

87 Corsage 2019 Chardonnay (California). This 
medium-bodied wine offers tasty, straight-

forward lemon, butter and crisp apple flavors that 
are appetizing and nicely tangy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $15 

87 Linguist Estates 2019 Chardonnay (Central 
Coast). The nose on this bottling is very 

pithy, with hints of lime blossom, struck stone and 
damp wood. There’s a touch of lanolin on the reduc-
tive palate, where more citrus-pith meets with 
seared pear and baked lemon flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $17 

87 Smashberry 2019 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). 
Peachy pineapple aromas are quite ripe and 

almost sweet on the nose of this bottling. Baked 
apple and lemon-spray flavors show on the sip, 
which is viscous in mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

83 1850 2018 Reserve Chardonnay (El Dorado). 
Herbal and toasted wood aromas meet 

apple-cider and cured ham flavors in this quirky, 
medium-bodied wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $36 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

94 Ehlers Estate 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (St. 
Helena). This elegant white was aged in 

stainless steel, neutral French oak and concrete egg, 
with just a hint of newer oak. Juicy in pear, lime 
and wet stone, it offers well-integrated acidity and 
brightness throughout, with a slate-like texture and 
hints of baking spice and herb. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $36 
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94 Grieve 2018 Estate Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). From a 60-acre estate in the Lovall 

Valley, this white is made by the team at Atelier 
Melka and 100% varietal, given 17 months in new 
French oak and concrete egg. Fresh in peach and 
candied ginger, it shows lovely, well-integrated 
acidity and impressive texture, with length and 
brightness throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $90 

94 Rusack 2017 Icon Musque Clone Sauvignon 
Blanc (Ballard Canyon). There’s a stunning 

concentration of fresh and dried aromas on the nose 
of this clonal showcase, which spent 11 months in 
French oak, including citrus pith, petrol, jasmine 
and mango. The rich mouthfeel delivers cherimoya, 
mango-custard and guava-peel flavors, all set atop a 
creamy texture with tingling acidity lingering in the 
background through the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

93 Quivira 2019 Alder Grove Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Dry Creek Valley). Blended with 23% 

Sémillon, this is a textured and complex wine, high-
toned in edgy acidity. The flavors combine effort-
lessly along a palate of cohesive grace and grip, tast-
ing of grapefruit and pomelo. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $27 

93 Quivira 2019 Q Collection Wine Creek Ranch 
Sauvignon Blanc (Dry Creek Valley). Fig, 

lemon rind, green apple and pomelo fruit accent 
this high-toned, complex wine from the producer’s 
organically farmed estate. Aged in acacia wood, it 
has texture and medium body weight, rounded on 
the midpalate with a buildup of spicy lemongrass. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

92 Dry Creek Vineyard 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Dry Creek Valley). For full review see page 

18. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Mauritson 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Dry Creek 
Valley). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 13.75% Price: $28 

92 Navarro 2020 Cuvée 128 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Anderson Valley). This attractive, complex, 

aged-on-the-lees wine shows wonderful toast and 
ginger aromas, excellent balance and good, crisp 
lemon, and Gravenstein apple flavors. It’s a beauti-
ful, cool-climate wine. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 24% Price: $24 

92 Smith Story 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 21. —V.B. 

abv: 13% Price: $30 

91 A. Toraño 2020 Kick Ranch Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). Light, floral and earthy, 

this medium-bodied white offers good midpalate 
weight and breadth, with a tension of acidity. Pear, 
vanilla bean and a hint of peach round out the flavor 
profile, finishing in a kick of lime. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

91 Quivira 2019 Fig Tree Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Dry Creek Valley). Aromatic with 

freshly cut grass, white flower and oyster shell, this 
is a lovely white made from certified-organic grapes. 
Tart and stony in texture, it offers lithe layers of 
white fig, green apple and melon, with a finishing 
touch of baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

91 Ryder Estate 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Coast). For full review see page 35. Best Buy.  

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

91 Sutro 2020 Warnecke Ranch Sauvignon Blanc 
(Alexander Valley). Fragrant layers of apple, 

melon and white flower mingle along a firmly tex-
tured and lively palate of high-toned acidity in this 
well-made, sumptuous white. Earthy wet stone 
adds a touch of minerality. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 A. Toraño 2019 Kick Ranch Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma County). This is a medium-bod-

ied, opulent white with underlying crispness that 
shines in up-front flavors of grapefruit, lime and 
Meyer lemon. A hint of oak and stone fruit add rich-
ness and complementary depth. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

90 Castoro Cellars 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Paso 
Robles). Light and delicate aromas of red 

apple and ripe pear show a crispy, flinty edge on 
the nose of this bottling. A stony tension frames the 
palate, where honeydew and lime-spritz flavors are 
pleasantly mellow. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Comartin 2020 Zabala Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Arroyo Seco). Grassy in both freshly 

mowed and dried hay ways, this bottling also offers 
lime-zest, moss and damp earth aromas on the nose. 
There’s a solid tension to the palate, where grassy, 
pome-fruit and lime flavors are wrapped in a rocky 
tension. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $32 

90 Di Arie 2019 Estate Grown Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sierra Foothills). Aromas of flint and figs 

mingle with flavors of lemon, minerals and canta-
loupe in this complex, rather full-bodied and con-
centrated wine. It has a tempting, savory appeal and 
goes well beyond simple fruitiness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $25 

90 Grounded Wine Co. 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). For full review see page 36. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 J. Lohr 2020 Flume Crossing Sauvignon 
Blanc (Arroyo Seco). This widely available 

Sauvignon Blanc delivers all that’s needed for a 
crisp sip, starting with aromas of pear, peach, green 
pepper and grass. The palate amplifies the grass 
notes, leading to white-pepper, crushed stone and 
apricot flavors. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

90 Muirwood 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Arroyo 
Seco). For full review see page 31. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Al 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Monterey  County). 
There’s a slightly kelpy funk to the nose 

of this canned wine, which also shows crisp green 
apple and both fresh and dried grass clipping. The 
briny seashore flavors of wakame and sea shell 
cruises through the palate, picking up lime peel and 
grass as well. —M.K. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $6/375 ml 

89 Trentadue 2020 OPR Sauvignon Blanc 
(Mokelumne River). Lively kiwi aromas 

and light, crisp citrus flavors give this charming, 
un oaked wine a high refreshment factor. Lemon, 
lime and crisp apple notes tingle the palate and 
leave an appetizing snap on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

88 Chalk Hill 2019 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Chalk Hill). Grassy, herbal and tasting of 

peach skin, this wine is bright and cohesive, made 
in a richly layered, lush and full-bodied style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Europa Village 2018 C’est La Vie Sauvignon 
Blanc (Temecula Valley). Baked yellow 

apple, honey, white flowers and daffodil show on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a waxy texture to the 
palate, where a creamy mouthfeel delivers yellow-
apple and toast flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

88 Gordon Ramsay 2019 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Monterey). Pithy aromas of makrut lime 

leaf, dried citrus, crushed rocks and a touch of kelp 
show on the nose of this bottling. Tart lime and 
pear-skin aromas come through on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

88 Heritance 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
 Valley). This wine is hearty and full bodied, 

weighty on the palate in rich elements of pear and 
vanilla. The acidity is moderate as well, leaving the 
texture to its lush and opulent tendencies. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 Niner 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Edna Valley). 
Tropical aromas of guava peel and makrut 

lime meet with cut grass and wet stone on the nose 
of this bottling. There’s an intriguing grassy line to 
the sip, which shows hints of seashore and dried 
tropical fruit as well. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

88 Scotto Family Cellars 2020 Reserve Mohr 
Fry Ranch Sauvignon Blanc (Lodi). For full 

review see page 37. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $13 

88 Tortoise Creek 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Coast). Crunched makrut lime leaf, singed 

lime peel, a pinch of grass and wet stone make for 
a cohesive nose on this always reliable bottling. 
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There is a light and brief tension to the sip, where 
apple-flesh flavors take over by midpalate. Best Buy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $12 

87 Ballard Lane 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Central 
Coast). Green-apple, lime and grass aromas 

show on the nose of this affordably priced wine. 
There is a simple tension on the palate, where those 
green elements all arise. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Ely 2019 Callaway Cellars Reserve Sauvignon 
Blanc (Napa Valley). Matchsticky, this wine 

is high-toned in honeydew melon, grapefruit and 
lemon, with a moderate take on ripeness and acid-
ity. Fresh and fleshy, it should widely appeal. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Geyser Peak 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). Fresh, light herb and citrus aromas lead 

to refreshing lemon and apple flavors in this nicely 
crisp, medium-bodied wine. It has good balance and 
a palate-cleansing appeal. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $14 

87 Murphy-Goode 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (North 
Coast). This full-bodied wine is rich in tex-

ture and tastes more figgy and minerally than fruity, 
as subtle herb and broth flavors reveal some density 
on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 V. Sattui 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa  Valley). 
With 7% Sémillon, this is fermented in 

both stainless steel and oak. The oak adds notes 
of vanilla, toast and baking spice. The midpalate is 
lively in stone fruit and freshly cut grass. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

83 Devil’s Advocate 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-
fornia). This basic quality white wine shows 

aromas of herbs and chicken broth, with somewhat 
better fruit flavors that suggest lemon and crisp 
apple. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $16 

ROUSSANNE

90 Donkey & Goat 2019 Stone Crusher Skin Fer-
ment Roussanne (El Dorado). This orange 

wine packs a big punch of apricot, almond and 
peach-skin flavors on a firm texture of good acid-
ity and light tannins from being fermented with the 
grape skins like a red wine. It’s low in alcohol but 
bold and boisterous. —J.G. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $36 

90 Jaffurs 2019 Stolpman Vineyard Roussanne 
(Ballard Canyon). Very restrained on the 

nose, this bottling shyly offers seared lemon-rind, 
toasted cashew and sea-salt aromas. The palate 
combines lemon and banana-pith flavors, wrapped 
in a waxy texture with an ashy, chalky minerality. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $36 

90 Truchard 2019 Roussanne (Carneros). One 
of the few in Napa to make this variety, 

fermenting it in French oak to build texture and 
weight. Potato-skin, apple and pineapple flavors 
accent a soft, juicy and layered palate of moderate 
viscosity, finishing citrusy crisp. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

88 Purple Dragon 2019 Zaca Mesa Vineyard 
Roussanne (Santa Ynez Valley). Meyer 

 lemon-pith, candle-wax and light peach-blossom 
aromas show on the nose of this bottling. Dried cit-
rus rinds meet with a touch of guava on the palate, 
which is wrapped in a waxy structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

86 Europa Village 2018 C’est La Vie Roussanne 
(Temecula Valley). A thick honey color 

in the glass, this bottling kicks off with aromas of 
orange blossom and tropical-flower nectar, showing 
almost like a dessert wine. It’s quite viscous on the 
palate as well, where ripe mango, papaya, jasmine 
and tuberose flavors reign. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $25 

VIOGNIER

93 Stags’ Leap Winery 2019 Viognier (Napa 
 Valley). Honeycomb and slate greet the nose 

first in this dry, crisp and lengthy white wine, mod-
erate in viscosity and ripeness. Lovely notes of apri-
cot follow around a tease of honeysuckle and white 
flower. It’s impressive through the focused finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

92 Mediterranean Vineyards 2019 Viognier 
(Fair Play). This tantalizing blend of butter-

scotch, apricot and almond-extract flavors is light-
bodied in terms of alcohol, but mouthcoating and 
rich. It shows a brassy color with a touch of orange, 
plenty of buttery aromas and then a lingering mar-
zipan finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $24 

91 Campovida 2020 Estate Viognier ( Mendocino). 
This full-bodied, non-oaky wine is filled to 

the rim with peaches, pears, vanilla and a touch 
of coconut, offering all the abundance of the grape 
variety while keeping good balance and freshness. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

90 Bellante 2019 Jack McGinley Vineyard 
Viognier (Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). 

I ntriguing lines of singed lime peel and preserves 
and light mint show on the nose of this bottling. 
It’s a tad viscous on the palate, where honeysuckle 
and jasmine flavors are spruced up by brisk acidity. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

90 Odonata 2020 Chiara Vineyard Viognier 
(Monterey County). Tart aromas of lemon 

oil, lime zest and orange sherbert show on the nose 
of this bottling. There is a firm texture to the sip, 

where lemon-spray, coconut and light tropical-
flower aromas show. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $32 

88 Bellante 2019 Camp 4 Vineyard Viognier 
(Los Olivos District). Tart and bitter orange 

aromas meet with peach, ripe mango and wet stone 
on the nose of this bottling. It’s clean yet very ripe 
on the palate, full of peach and guava with an under-
lying citrus-powered freshness. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

CHENIN BLANC

93 Lang & Reed 2018 Chenin Blanc (Napa V alley). 
This 100% varietal white is aged for four 

months in both French oak and stainless steel, giv-
ing it a persistent freshness and nice fruity appeal. 
Peach and pear notes glide across the palate with 
silky ease, the acidity tangy and crisp, with notes of 
honey in the background. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

93 Rococo 2020 Own Rooted Chenin Blanc 
(Santa Barbara County). For full review see 

page 15. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $24 

93 Rococo 2020 Shell Creek Chenin Blanc (Paso 
Robles Highlands District). For full review 

see page 16. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

92 Combe 2019 Stolpman Vineyards Chenin 
Blanc (Ballard Canyon). File this one into 

the somewhat weird but fascinating category. 
Incredibly stony aromas of smashed rocks and wet 
gravel mix with lemon oil and pickled egg on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a brilliant zest to the 
sip, where green-tea and Southeast Asian spice fla-
vors are cut by bright citrus tones. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

92 Rococo 2020 Old Bailey Ranch Chenin Blanc 
(Adelaida District). Lime-blossom, green 

mango and delicate guava aromas show on the nose 
of this bottling from a vineyard planted in 1969. The 
sip is very grippy and texturally compelling, pinch-
ing the palate while layering on the pome and ston-
fruit flavors, with a touch of wet gravel minerality. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

92 Rococo 2019 Reserve Chenin Blanc (Santa 
Barbara County). Clean and subtle aromas 

of Pink Lady apple, white spring flowers and a slight 
hint of green apple show on the nose of this reserve 
bottling. The texture is somewhat opulent on the pal-
ate, where coconut and tropical-flower flavors show. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Calera 2019 Chenin Blanc (Santa Ynez Valley). 
There’s a waxy nose to this bottling from 

Curtis Vineyard, full of lemon-peel and paraffin 
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aromas as well as rocks and dust. The grippy texture 
is very compelling on the sip, with a range of citrus 
rind and pith, from sour to smoky. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

91 Combe 2018 Stolpman Vineyard Chenin Blanc 
(Ballard Canyon). This Chenin Blanc is unlike 

most other white wines, and watching it evolve 
over the years in the cellar is an aesthetic adven-
ture. Unique aromas of petrol meet with fresh citrus 
blossoms on the nose, while the palate pops with 
struck flint and richer lemon curd flavors. Drink 
now through 2033. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

91 Gaderian 2019 Henry Ranch Chenin Blanc 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 24. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

91 Rococo 2020 Chalone Chenin Blanc ( Chalone). 
Lemon candy, baked pear, red apple and a 

light clove spice show on the nose of this bottling 
from vines planted in 1919. Lively citrus, pear and 
nectarine flavors come through on the sip, with a 
rich apple-syrup component pushing into the  finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Rococo 2020 Vista Verde Vineyard Chenin 
Blanc (San Benito County). There’s almost a 

pinkish hue to this bottling, which begins with fresh 
aromas of pear flesh, gardenia and wet rocks. Riper 
apple flavors arise on the sip, which carries a stony 
streak into the expressive finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 La Pitchoune 2018 La Bombe Chenin Blanc 
(Clarksburg). This light bodied but richly 

textured wine offers doughy, figgy aromas, pastry-
like flavors of butter, nutmeg and pie crust and 
subtle underlying lemon and baked apple flavors. 
Very interesting to sip for its complexity and depth. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $28 

90 Whipstitch 2019 Chenin Blanc (California). 
Crisp, dry and delicate, this light-bodied 

wine emphasizes green apple, mineral and lemon 
notes lifted by zingy acidity. Perfect as a subtle 
aperitif or lunch wine. —J.G. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $19 

88 Graziano 2019 Chenin Blanc (Mendocino). 
This fresh-tasting, apple-scented and 

medium-bodied wine offers plenty of Pippin apple 
and lime flavors on a snappy texture. It’s refresh-
ing and has enough body to pair with rich seafood 
dishes. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

93 Keller Estate 2019 La Cruz Vineyard Pinot 
Gris (Petaluma Gap). Dry, floral and richly 

layered in nectarine and kiwi fruit, this white is 
medium-bodied and moderate in acidity, building 

body and weight as it goes. The nose is honeysuckle 
and fresh, making for a beautifully memorable 
quaff. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

92 Alma Rosa 2019 La Encantada Pinot Gris 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Clean aromas of smashed 

rock, chipped flint and a touch of petrol meet with 
lemon blossom and apple on the nose of this bot-
tling. The palate opens up toward crisp pear flesh 
yet retains the struck stone elements. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $32 

92 J Vineyards & Winery 2019 Estate Pinot Gris 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 18. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

91 Bouchaine 2019 Estate Pinot Gris (C arneros). 
For full review see page 23. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

89 La Crema 2019 Pinot Gris (Monterey). Wet 
gravel, crushed stone, lime candy and pet-

rol aromas make for complex nose on this refresh-
ing wine. The wine clings to the palate at first, then 
opens to green-apple and Key lime flavors, with a 
brush of bay leaf. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Castello di Amorosa 2019 Pinot Grigio 
(North Coast). Surprisingly light in texture, 

refreshing and overflowing with fruit flavors, this 
quaffable, full-bodied wine offers green apples and 
ripe Anjou pears that verge on sweetness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

88 Ferrari-Carano 2020 Pinot Grigio (Sonoma 
County). With lovely floral aromatics, this 

white traffics in lemon and peach flavors, with zesty 
acidity giving it a simple, crowd-pleasing style and 
appeal. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $165 

88 Noble Vines 2020 152 Pinot Grigio (Monterey 
County). Clean aromas of lime blossom and 

margarita salt make for a fresh entry to the nose of 
this crisp bottling. Ripe flavors of pear and melon 
are sprinkled with Mexican lime juice and wrapped 
is just a tad of tension. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Kirkland Signature 2020 Pinot Grigio (Cali-
fornia). For full review see page 38. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $13/3 L 

86 Geyser Peak 2018 Pinot Grigio (California). 
This light-bodied wine follows crisp aromas 

and ripe, peachy flavors with a sweet impression on 
the finish, perhaps due to 15% of Gewürztraminer 
blended in. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Twisted Cedar 2019 Pinot Grigio ( California). 
Strong aromas of apples and savory broth 

give way to mouthfilling, crisp citrus and herb fla-
vors in this medium-bodied wine. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

PINOT BLANC

92 Fogbreak 2019 Pinot Blanc (Monterey 
 County). Clean linens of crisp Asian pear 

and nectarine open the nose of this bottling. It’s 
extremely textural on the palate, where a chalky grip 
frames flavors of jasmine, apple and pear. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $18 

91 Alma Rosa 2019 La Encantada Pinot Blanc 
(Sta. Rita Hills). This bottling is tightly 

wound on the nose, offering Key lime zest, crisp 
apricot and slight honeysuckle aromas. The palate 
shows a rich, waxy texture, presenting tart citrus 
and dried apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

90 Navarro 2020 Pinot Blanc (Mendocino). 
This lively, well-balanced and citrus- 

scented wine rides on good acidity, a rather light 
body and plenty of energizing lemon and lime fla-
vors subtly accented by toasted nuts. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $20 

VERMENTINO

93 Joseph Jewell 2020 Raymond Burr Vineyard 
Vermentino (Dry Creek Valley). This is a 

stainless-steel fermented white that retains beauti-
ful acidity and fruit-forward flavor—a celebration of 
beeswax, wet stone and French butter that is lovely, 
aromatic and refreshing. With balanced structure, 
it remains lively and interesting throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $24 

90 Fleur de California 2019 Estate Vineyards 
Vermentino (Carneros). With a waxy tex-

ture on entry, this is a floral, layered and flavorful 
white with just enough viscosity to keep it smooth 
and expansive on the palate. Crenshaw melon, 
peach and honeydew all glide along a crisp, acid-
driven center. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Graziano 2019 Monte Volpe Vermentino 
(Potter Valley). Fragrant, floral aromas 

and tangy, mouthfilling flavors give this medium- 
bodied, barrel-fermented wine plenty to savor. 
Hints of rosemary and thyme meet grapefruit on the 
palate as nervy acidity keeps them fresh. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

GRÜNER VELTLINER

93 Story of Soil 2020 Fiddlestix Vineyard Grüner 
Veltliner (Sta. Rita Hills). Light and clean 

aromas of grapefruit and lime peel meet with kiwi 
flesh and tropical blossoms on the nose of this bot-
tling of handpicked fruit from one of the appella-
tion’s few stands of this grape. There is ample grip on 
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the sip, where sizzling acidity delivers fresh hints of 
guava yet clings to taut grass and citrus-peel flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Stasis 2019 Bee Sweet Vineyard Grüner Velt-
liner (Edna Valley). Grass, ripe lime flesh and 

a hint of petrol make for a complex nose on this bot-
tling of a grape that’s still rare for the region. Green 
peppercorns and more lime peels take center stage 
on the palate, where the taut structure holds firm. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $37 

90 Lava Vine 2020 Grüner Veltliner (Diamond 
Mountain District). Slate and stone give this 

wine an inviting and complex texture that appeals 
alongside inviting components of green apple, pear 
and honey. Earthy and interesting, it is a lovely ver-
sion of the variety from a tough vintage. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

ALBARIÑO

92 Marimar 2019 Don Miguel Vineyard Estate 
Grown & Bottled  Albariño (Russian River Val-

ley). For full review see page 19. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

92 Niner 2020 Albariño (Edna Valley). For full 
review see page 20. 

abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

91 Sling & Stone 2020 Gularte Vineyard Albariño 
(Monterey). Aromas of dried grass, lime peels 

and green-pear skins make for a light and easy entry 
to the nose of this bottling. Citrus flashes of lemon 
and lime juice lead into white-flower flavors, as the 
texture engages all corners of the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12.38% Price: $25 

89 Wild Diamond 2020 Moon Tears Single Vine-
yard Albariño (Lake County). This apricot-

scented wine is mouthfilling and ripe-tasting, offer-
ing apricot, peach and almond notes on a smooth 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

WHITE BLENDS

94 McPrice Myers 2019 Beautiful Earth (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). This balanced, 

refreshing and exciting blend of 54% Clairette 
Blanche and 46% Grenache Blanc begins with fresh 
and even minty aromas of honeysuckle, kiwi and 
crushed sea shell on the restrained and tight nose. 
An extremely chalky grip immediately grabs hold 
of the palate, engaging on all fronts with just-ripe 
chilled melon and lingering mint flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

92 Allegretto 2018 Trio Ayres Family Reserve 
(Paso Robles). This toasty blend of 44% 

Vermentino, 42% Viognier and 14% Roussanne is a 
solid Chardonnay alternative. Salted nuts, honey, oak 

and fresh tropical fruits show on the nose, while the 
palate zips with acidity across layers of lemon rind 
and buttered peach. The finish is long and  nutty. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

92 Lexington 2018 Alma Gist Ranch Estate 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). This Bordelaise-

inspired blend of 51% Sémillon and 49% Sauvi-
gnon Blanc is suave and sleek on the nose, offering 
guava-peel, baked apple and tropical-citrus flavors 
on the pleasantly mellow nose. There is a tension 
to the sip, where yellow- and green-apple flavors 
meet with a waxy lemon peel-touch and the faintest 
drops of petrol. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

91 Pulchella 2019 Latitude Sauvignon Blanc-
Viognier (Paso Robles). This unique blend 

of 58% Sauvignon Blanc and 42% Viognier suc-
ceeds, creating a nose of tight jicama and lime-pith 
 aromas, almost showing a shade of green in the 
glass. The palate offers both ripe apricot and a wet 
stone minerality. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

90 Broc Cellars 2020 Love White (California). 
Hazy in appearance, this iconoclastic wine 

made from organically grown Marsanne, Grenache 
Blanc, Roussanne and Picpoul grapes features a 
lemon-zest aroma, and tasty banana, lemon and 
mineral flavors on a lively, almost tart texture: what 
a nice way to break a style barrier! —J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $22 

90 J. Lohr 2019 Gesture RVG Limited Release 
White (Adelaida District). For full review 

see page 30. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

90 Marimar 2018 Estate Grown Don Miguel 
Chardonnay-Albariño (Russian  River  Valley). 

Pulling together 60% Chardonnay and 40%  Albariño 
into a cohesive whole, this lively white is dry, stony 
and shows much of the first grape’s qualities: a mix 
of green apple, par and jasmine, with just a touch of 
melon. Bright and balanced, it is well structured and 
complex. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

90 Quivira 2018 Wine Creek Ranch Roussanne-
Viognier (Dry Creek Valley). Made from 

certified-organic Roussanne (80%) and Viognier 
(20%), this white is supple, floral and juicy in fresh 
fruit. Moderate in weight, with balanced ripeness, it 
shows layers of mango, pear and honeysuckle. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $34 

89 Montoliva 2019 Sierra Donna (Sierra Foot-
hills). Crisp, dry and tangy, this refresh-

ing wine made with a majority of Sauvignon Blanc 
in the blend emphasizes citrus flavors and offers 
 ample appetizing acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $18 

89 Paraduxx 2019 Proprietary (Napa Valley). 
Made from 56% Chardonnay, 38% Viog-

nier and 6% Marsanne, this is a lush, fleshy and 
opulent wine, bursting in melon, marshmallow and 
anise. Softly textured, it provides depth and length, 
with a light finishing touch of oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

89 Pine Ridge 2020 Chenin Blanc-Viognier 
(California). Both fruity and well balanced, 

this charming, light-bodied wine offers crisp-apple 
aromas and white-peach flavors on a lively, easy-to-
like palate. —J.G. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $16 

88 Pennyroyal Farm 2019 Anyhow Blanc Char-
donnay-Sauvignon Blanc (Anderson  Valley). 

This generous, aromatic blend offers floral and 
peachy aromas, fairly rich and ripe fruit flavors and 
a light wrap of butter and vanilla notes that give it 
some good heft on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $29 

86 Firehouse Can Company NV Graham+Fisk’s 
Wine in a Can (California). Plentiful flavors 

of vanilla, plus toasted bread and butter highlight 
this full-bodied and soft-textured wine. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $4/250 ml 

85 Charles B. Mitchell 2019 Madam Omo (El 
Dorado). This full-bodied wine is dense 

with fig, vanilla and butter-cookie flavors without 
being literally sweet. It is rather thick in texture and 
a bit heavy in feel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

OTHER WHITE WINES

94 Smith-Madrone 2017 Riesling (Spring Moun-
tain District). For full review see page 11. 

abv: 12.9% Price: $34 

93 Adelaida 2019 Anna’s Estate Vineyard 
Picpoul Blanc (Adelaida District). A light 

chalky tone kicks off the nose of this bottling, which 
also offers grapefruit-peel and lime-candy aromas. 
The chalk only grows more prominent on the palate, 
both in flavor and texture, framing the Asian pear 
and jicama flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 McPrice Myers 2019 Paper Street Clairette 
Blanche (Paso Robles Willow Creek  District). 

Clean lines of peach, melon and nectarine are 
splashed with citrus spray on the nose of this bot-
tling. The palate is tense enough, giving balance to 
the riper stone-fruit flavors, which lead into a coco-
nut flake finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

92 Samsara 2020 Watch Hill Vineyard Clairette 
(Santa Barbara County). Clean and crisp 

aromas of lemon blossom, light coconut, citrus peel 
and cantaloupe make for a very fascinating nose on 
this bottling. A chalky, crushed sea-shell texture 
clings to the palate, delivering light flavors of lemon 
candy, tight peach and green melon. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 
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91 Le Pecheur 2019 Joaquin’s Vineyard Melon de 
Bourgogne (Los Olivos District). There’s not 

a lot of Melon de Bourgogne in California, but this 
bottling from a new vineyard on the property of a 
prominent fisherman brings hope for more. Clean 
aromas of sea shell, light lime, brine and light mint 
lead into a grippy palate of smashed lemon, lime 
peel and more sea shell. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $24 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2019 Gewürztraminer 
(Anderson Valley). This dry but generous 

wine exudes floral and lychee aromas followed by 
a full body and rich, ripe pear and pink-grapefruit 
flavors. It is both tasty and well balanced due to an 
underlying crispness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2019 Dolcino Gewürz-
traminer (Anderson Valley). This sweet and 

full-bodied wine is all rose petals and grapefruit in 
the aroma and delicious peaches and pistachios on 
the palate—a perfect picnic wine. —J.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $27 

90 Halter Ranch 2018 Grenache Blanc ( Adelaida 
District). Slightly sour while also exhibiting 

candied aromas of green apple and tart lemon on the 
nose, this bottling includes 15% Picpoul Blanc and 
9% Viognier. There’s a tarry streak on the grippy 
palate, where green-orange pith, kiwi and apple-
skin flavors dominate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

90 Qupé 2019 Marsanne (Los Olivos District). 
Toasty aromas of light wood, baked lemon, 

sea salt and honeysuckle show on the nose of this 
bottling. Dried lemon peel and preserved lemon 
flavors are layered across salty sandalwood and 
 toasted oak flavors on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Saint K 2020 Flower Bomb Malvasia Bianca 
(Paso Robles Highlands District). Inviting 

aromas of melon, green apple and lime sorbet flow 
into the nose on this bottling, always labeled with 
colorful art. Honeydew candy and Pink Lady apple 
flavors meet with plumeria and tuberose on the 
fl oral palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $33 

90 Vino Noceto 2019 Bianco Sangiovese 
(Shenandoah Valley). This unusual and 

compelling white wine made from red grapes stresses 
savory aromas and flavors of mushrooms and con-
sommé along with oak spices of vanilla and ginger. 
It is interesting, complex and appetizingly dry. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $44 

89 Europa Village 2018 Bolero Verdelho (Cali-
fornia). Warm aromas of yellow and green 

apple meet with tropical flowers, baked pastry and 
a touch of wood on the nose of this bottling. It’s a 
tad viscous and oily in texture on the palate, where 
baked apple and strong oak flavors overcome what 
could be an otherwise unique varietal character 

of this rare grape, but it still makes for a solid sip. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $37 

88 Two Shepherds 2017 Centime Catie’s Corner 
Skin Fermented Grenache Blanc (Russian 

River Valley). Indeed copper in color, this is a skin-
fermented white that is made like a red wine, with 
the grapes fermented on the skins to add color and 
tannin. It is crisp, complex on the palate, tasting of 
apple peel, light spice and grapefruit. —V.B. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $30 

86 Fetzer NV Riesling (California). This straight-
forward, off-dry wine offers pine needle and 

peach-skin aromas, poached apple and pear flavors 
and a rather soft, rounded texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

82 San Rucci 2020 Benvenuta Dry Muscat 
(California). This crisp, dry wine shows 

very restrained aromas and flavors. It’s refreshing 
but without much personality, especially for this 
famously aromatic grape variety. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

SPARKLING WINES

96 Iron Horse 2016 Estate Bottled Brut Rosé 
Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). For full 

review see page 4. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

95 Iron Horse 2012 Estate Bottled Brut Rosé 
LD Sparkling Wine (Green Valley). For full 

review see page 7. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $110 

93 Scar of the Sea 2020 Topotero Vineyard 
Methode Ancestrale Rosé of Pinot Noir 

(San Luis Obispo). Pale pink in the glass, this pét-
nat pops with lovely aromas of strawberry, cotton 
candy, light chalk and citrus spray. There’s a deli-
cate, satisfying mousse on the sip, where bubble-
gum flavors are cut by Eureka lemon pith, proving 
fresh and invigorating. —M.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $32 

92 Caraccioli 2015 Brut Cuvée Méthode Cham-
penoise Sparkling Wine (Santa Lucia High-

lands). For full review see page 17. 
abv: 12% Price: $52 

92 Caraccioli 2015 Brut Rosé Méthode Cham-
penoise Sparkling Wine (Santa Lucia High-

lands). For full review see page 17. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

92 Fesstivity 2017 Blanc de Blancs Méthode 
Champenoise (Sta. Rita Hills). For full 

review see page 18.
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

92 Fesstivity 2017 Brut Rosé Méthode Cham-
penoise (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see 

page 18. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

92 Scar of the Sea NV Rancho Tepusquet Meth-
ode Ancestrale Solera V. 2014 Chardonnay 

(Santa Maria Valley). This unique solera-style pét-
nat project begins with immense perlage in the 
glass, which lifts the slightly funky honeydew and 
ocean-spray aromas. The palate is tense in structure 
and loaded with tart citrus flavors, as well as a hint 
of wet stone. —M.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $42 

91 Adelaida 2017 HMR Estate Vineyard Brut 
(Adelaida District). A clean line of aromas 

hover between Key lime pith, lemon zest, white 
flowers and concrete on the nose of this bottling. 
There’s a sour splash to the sip, where a tart lemon 
edge cuts through the rounded pear-skin flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 11% Price: $70 

91 Broc Cellars 2020 Love Sparkling Chenin Blanc 
(Paso Robles). Sparkling Chenin Blanc isn’t 

too common in California, but this makes one won-
der why. A persistent mousse presents flavors of 
sharp lychee, gardenia and wet chalk, while the pal-
ate is more downed with kiwi and grapefruit flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

91 Fesstivity 2017 Blanc de Noirs (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Focused aromas of lemon and lime meet with 

lemongrass on the fairly subtle yet very pleasant 
nose of this bottling. Flavors of dough, lemon juice 
and lime pith make for a clean and tightly wound 
expression on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

91 Fesstivity 2017 Brut Cuvée (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Clean lines of nectarine, honeysuckle, plu-

meria and baked apple pull the nose into this bub-
bly. The palate offers baked bread flavors alongside 
lemon skin and light peach, served atop a mellow 
mousse. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

90 Odonata 2018 Hook Vineyard Sparkling 
Rouge Grenache (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

A rosé color in the glass, this sparkling Grenache 
offers strawberry, soda and rising dough aromas 
on the nose. There’s a light sizzle to the sip, where 
rounded strawberry flavors meet with the light bite 
of orange peel. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

90 Summerwood 2019 Awa (Templeton Gap 
District). An ode to the owners’ Osaka 

roots, as awa means foam in Japanese, this bottling 
kicks off with aromas of lychee, jasmine and plume-
ria on the nose. It’s tart and tangy on the tongue, 
with lime peel and juice flavors leading into riper 
hints of honeydew. —M.K. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $40 
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89 Sandoval Mergenov 2020 Rockets Red 
 Fizzion Petillant Naturel of Pinot Noir (Santa 

Barbara County). Very bubbly in the glass, this wine 
from the Allan Hancock College vineyard expunged 
about a third of the bottle on opening, and smelled 
of strawberry, cherry and baking soda on the nose. 
Rosewater flavors came through on the sip, with a 
touch of citrus rind. —M.K. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $50 

87 Firehouse Can Company NV Graham+Fisk’s 
Wine in a Can Rosé (California). Simple, 

light, candied cherry and strawberry flavors ride 
lively bubbles in this pale, orange-pink colored and 
medium-bodied wine. A crisp note in the texture 
and subtle spices give it some real interest. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $4/250 ml 

87 Firehouse Can Company NV Graham+Fisk’s 
Wine in a Can with Bubbles (California). This 

soft, off-dry wine offers a foamy texture filled with 
light vanilla, coconut and almond flavors that segue 
to meringue on the finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $4/250 ml 

86 Sans Wine Co 2020 Rosé Bubbles (Mendo-
cino). This natural-style wine has no added 

sulfites. It offers a cloudy red-brown color, aromas 
of kombucha and raspberries, and rather sharp, 
tangy sour-cherry flavors. Not at all in the main-
stream, but it offers lots of zing. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10/375 ml 

SWEET WINES

94 Williams Selyem 2019 Vista Verde Vineyard 
Late Harvest Gewürztraminer (San Benito 

County). For full review see page 12. 
abv: 9.3% Price: $40 

90 Europa Village 2019 C’est La Vie Late Har-
vest Roussanne (Temecula Valley). Tropi-

cal aromas of lychee, lemongrass, plumeria, jasmine 
and preserved lemon draw the nose into this bot-
tling. The palate is very sweet with flavors of honey, 
butterscotch and hazelnut, with an acidity that 
 finally pops on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $24/375 ml 

PINOT NOIR ROSÉS

94 Alma Rosa 2020 Vin Gris of Pinot Noir (Sta. 
Rita Hills). One of the most exciting and 

delicious rosés of the vintage so far, this pale pink 
bottling captures crystalline strawberry and water-
melon tones on the nose, cut by a grapefruit-peel 
edge. It’s extremely textural on the chalky palate, 
where wet stone flavors framed the citrus-splashed 
pink fruits. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

94 Caraccioli 2020 Escolle Vineyard Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). For full 

review see page 9. 
abv: 12.88% Price: $25 

93 Lynmar Estate 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Tasting of candied straw-

berry with an accompanying tilt of white peach, this 
is a deliciously complex, layered and balanced wine, 
rich yet vibrantly crisp and focused on the palate. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Paper Planes 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir ( Russian 
River Valley). A perennially delicious offer-

ing from the Rose-focused producer, this vintage 
impresses in its rounded layers of cherry and straw-
berry that are complemented by just-squeezed cit-
rus freshness. The acidity is lively and lasts for days, 
lengthening the palate’s outstanding appeal. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

93 Red Car 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Crisp red fruit dominates in this 

lovely wine, which delivers a great depth of flavor 
and nuance. Tangerine and blood orange characteris-
tics add continued freshness and undeniable appeal. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $28 

92 El Lugar 2020 Greengate Ranch & Vineyard 
Rosé of Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). A pale 

shade of yellowish pink, this rosé delivers deli-
cious aromas of bubblegum, watermelon and cotton 
candy on the nose, with a line of lemon pith provid-
ing a serious counterbalance. It’s tight and chalky 
on the sip, where the ripe strawberry flavors are cut 
by immensely rocky minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

91 Cellars 33 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Mountain). For full review see page 23. 

abv: 12.4% Price: $25 

91 Joseph Jewell 2020 Slusser Vineyard Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Fruity and 

layered in waves of raspberry, strawberry and water-
melon, this light, crisp wine delivers vibrant flavor 
and texture. Dried herb and a hint of lemongrass add 
complementary nuance and deliciousness. —V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $24 

91 Kendall-Jackson 2020 Panorama Vineyard 
Jackson Estate Rosé of Pinot Noir (Arroyo 

Seco). Very delicate on the nose, this rosé begins 
with clean and tight aromas of rose petal and red 
apple. There’s a line of chalk to the palate, where 
wet stone, pluot and light pomegranate flavors 
align. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Niner 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Edna Valley). For 
full review see page 26. 

abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

91 Sling & Stone 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey County). A dark-salmon color in the 

glass, this bottling begins with light aromas of dried 
watermelon on the nose. The palate packs a bit more 
entertainment, showing cranberry, red apple, dried 
lemon peel and a lightly candied finish, wrapped in 
a fine texture. —M.K. 
abv: 12.48% Price: $25 

90 Cutruzzola 2020 Riven Rock Vineyard Rosé 
of Pinot Noir (San Luis Obispo County). 

Very pale pink in the glass, this rosé starts with a 
stronger nose than expected, throwing off waves of 
jasmine, watermelon and bubblegum aromas. There 
is bright energy to the sip, where melon candy and 
honeydew juice make for a ripe sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Dawn’s Dream 2019 Clone 236 Rosé of Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). A pale pink 

color in the glass, with a hint of effervescence, this 
focused rosé pops with grapefruit rind, bubblegum 
and watermelon on the nose. There’s a lot of almost 
fizzy energy to the sip, with cherry and lemon flavors 
still intact. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $36 

90 Dutton-Goldfield 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(North Coast). This elegant and suave wine 

blends yellow-peach and mild raspberry flavors on 
a smooth texture that holds the fruit notes for a 
long finish. Subtle acidity keeps it balanced and 
 refreshing. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $30 

90 Ryder Estate 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Central 
Coast). For full review see page 36. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Sonoma-Cutrer 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 33. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $25 

89 Bravium 2020 Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). 
This light-colored wine offers good fresh 

fruit flavors and a pleasant, lively texture. Good 
acidity matches the bright apple and light cherry 
flavors for excellent balance. —J.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $22 

89 Calera 2020 Vin Gris of Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). This is a very stony spin on rosé, 

starting with aromas of flint and struck rocks, 
which show alongside lemon peel. Pink-fruit flavors 
come through the rocky flavors of the palate, which 
also offers apple and lemon-zest flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 Navarro 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Anderson 
Valley). Ample watermelon aromas lead 

to well-concentrated cantaloupe and raspberry 
flavors in this crisp and well-balanced, medium-
bodied wine. It taste fresh and tangy, but also nicely 
 concentrated. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $24 
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88 Blair 2019 Delfina’s Vineyard Rosé of Pinot 
Noir (Arroyo Seco). A browner shade of 

pink, this bottling hints at berry but shows more 
turned earth and crushed rocks on the nose. The 
palate is a bit rusty in flavor, offering dried red-fruit 
elements as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.14% Price: $25 

88 Martin Ray 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir ( Sonoma 
Coast). This is a lusciously rich and can-

died wine, consisting of strong flavors of melon 
and grapefruit. Elements of strawberry and cherry 
weigh in on the midpalate, leading to a crisp, clean 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $20 

88 Waits-Mast 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Men-
docino County). This salmon-colored, full-

bodied wine will make for serious food pairings due 
to its pronounced savory, earthy flavors and sub-
dued fruitiness. While technically light bodied, it 
has a broad, smooth texture and a hefty mouthfeel. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

87 Angeline 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (C alifornia). 
Very fresh and fruity, this rosy-pink and 

light-bodied wine features vivid, candied water-
melon and mint flavors and a slightly soft texture. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $11 

85 Nella Terra 2020 Sunol Highlands Vineyard 
Rosé of Pinot Noir (Livermore Valley). A hot-

pink color and cotton-candy flavors highlight this 
showy, fruity wine that verges on sweet. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $26 

GRENACHE ROSÉS

94 Alma Rosa 2020 Rosé of Grenache (Sta. 
Rita Hills). This is one of the first bottlings 

managed by Samra Morris, believed to be the first 
Bosnian winemaker in the country, and it’s one of 
the best rosés of the year. Tight aromas of wet stone 
and light peach cruise into a mineral-laced palate 
of crushed rocks and textural tension, with flashes 
of pink lemonade, ash, chalk and sea salt arising as 
well. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

93 Folded Hills 2020 Lilly Estate Rosé (Santa 
Ynez Valley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 12.7% Price: $28 

93 Penville 2020 Vogelzang Vineyard Rosé of 
Grenache (Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). 

A pale shade of yellowish pink in the glass, this con-
crete egg-raised rosé offers delicate rose petals, cit-
rus blossom, yellow melon and subtle wet stone on 
the dynamic nose. The palate is wrapped in a stony 
texture, offering similar rock-like flavors, while car-
rying elegant layers of light melon and citrus pith. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.02% Price: $25 

93 Table Eleven 2020 Vogelzang Vineyard 
Rosé of Grenache (Happy Canyon of Santa 

 Barbara). Soft aromas of watermelon and bubble-
gum are cut by light gravel edges on the nose of this 
bottling. There is tremendous energy on the palate, 
where a firm tension and bright acidity carry pink-
fruit flavors into a lively finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

91 Wood Family Vineyards 2020 Pink Pearl Rosé 
of Grenache (Livermore Valley). Dazzling 

spearmint and peach aromas get this pale salmon-
colored wine off to a great start, while vivid, tangy 
white-peach and raspberry flavors energize the pal-
ate. It offers great balance and refreshment plus 
good depth of flavor. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

90 La Lieff 2020 Alamo Creek Ranch Rosé of 
Grenache (San Luis Obispo County). Though 

light in color, this is a bold rosé, starting with aro-
mas of banana nectar, ripe strawberry and tropical 
flowers. There’s a noticeable but pleasant sweet-
ness on the palate that washes away under waves 
of crushed cement and tart grapefruit peel, then 
returns to the finish for more strawberry syrup. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $27 

90 Oak Farm 2020 Silvaspoons Vineyards Rosé 
(Lodi). For full review see page 31. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Proulx 2020 Willow Creek Farm Rosé of 
 Grenache (Paso Robles). An earthy shade 

of pink, this bottling, which also includes 11% Cin-
sault and 4% Syrah, shows orange rind, dried berry, 
maraschino cherry and a Bourbon-like warmth to 
the nose. That smoky, almost peaty aspect spreads 
to the palate as well. —M.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

88 Sunstone 2020 Rosé of Grenache (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Subtle and pleasant aromas of 

bubblegum, soft peach blossom and a hint of coco-
nut show on the nose of this bottling. It’s riper on 
the palate, loaded with red-apple and light cherry 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

85 Europa Village 2018 Bolero Garnacha Rosa 
Rosé of Grenache (Temecula Valley). A dark 

shade of pink in the glass, this bottling offers dried 
cherry, strawberry and rust aromas. The palate is 
flat in texture, more oily and pillowed than taut and 
crisp. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

OTHER ROSÉS

93 Tablas Creek 2020 Patelin de Tablas Rosé 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Bonny Doon 2020 Vin Gris de Cigare Rosé 
(Central Coast). Joyous aromas of straw-

berry are splashed with lemon juice and pink rose 
petals on the nose of this bottling. The palate tight-
ens up a bit, providing melon, tangerine-cream and 
wet gravel flavors atop a chalky texture. Best Buy. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

92 Kale 2019 McGah Vineyard Rosé (Ruther-
ford). This complex, spicy wine is made 

from 84% Grenache and 16% Mourvèdre, the juice 
fermented in concrete egg to capture freshness. 
Dried herb, dark cherry and strawberry cream com-
bine to fulfill a fruity, lifted experience on the pal-
ate, finishing in lemongrass. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

92 Private Property 2020 Rosé (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13% Price: $20 

92 Rusack 2020 Rosé (Santa Barbara County). 
Very pale in the glass, this rosé pops with 

lovely aromas of lemon, pink lemonade and bubble-
gum on the crisp nose. There is tremendous grip 
to the palate, which unleashes a mix of peach and 
citrus-pith flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

92 Seagrape 2019 Hibbits Ranch Vineyard Rosé 
of Pinot Gris (Sta. Rita Hills). This skin-

contact bottling is a strong argument for never 
making pale Pinot Gris again. Poached peach, nec-
tarine,  orange-rind and gravel aromas lead into a 
rich mouthfeel, full of baked tangerine and apricot 
flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $28 

91 Andrew Murray 2020 Esperance Curtis Vine-
yard Rosé (Santa Ynez Valley). Tightly woven 

aromas of cotton candy are cut by chalk and wet 
concrete on the nose of this bottling. The palate 
proves more generous than anticipated, with light 
cherry and watermelon flavors, all wrapped in a 
firm structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Clos LaChance 2020 Rosé (Santa Clara V alley). 
Crystalline strawberry and bubblegum aro-

mas are splashed with sharper citrus acidty on the 
nose of his bottling. There’s a tight weave to the pal-
ate, as well as a rocky mineral edge, as light brushes 
of delicate red fruit and more gum come through by 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

91 Daou 2020 Rosé (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 23.

abv: 13.7% Price: $24 

91 Joel Gott 2020 Rosé (Central Coast). For a 
widely available rosé, this is a solid deal, 

beginning with aromas of clean bubblegum, straw-
berry shave ice and chalk. There is a firm tension 
to the sip, where ripe watermelon and strawberry 
flavors will please the masses, yet the chalky texture 
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will keep experts enthused as well. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $16 

91 Saint K 2020 Around the Way Rosé of 
 Mourvèdre (Paso Robles Willow Creek District). 

A vibrant shade of pink fuschia, this fun bottling 
hits the nose with aromas of raspberry jam, pome-
granate and stone. The wine sizzles on the palate 
with bright, fresh and acid-driven red-fruit flavors, 
wrapped in a firm texture. —M.K. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $26 

91 Samsara 2020 Rosé (Santa Barbara County). 
A yellowish shade of pink, this rosé blend of 

55% Mourvèdre and 45% Grenache begins with 
earthy aromas of struck stone as well as a very deli-
cate pink-fruit scent. It’s quite austere on the palate, 
where zippy acuity and a chalky, almost ashy texture 
present light flavors of orange rind and plum flesh. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

91 Square Peg 2019 Dry Farmed Estate Rosé 
(Russian River Valley). Light, with vibrant 

acidity, this creamy wine shows integrated lay-
ers of fresh fruit flavors, a spectrum of red cherry 
and strawberry that appeals. A touch of tangerine 
sparks on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Tablas Creek 2020 Dianthus Rosé (Adelaida 
District). A light shade of fuschia in the glass, 

this pink blend of 48% Mourvèdre, 37% Grenache 
and 15% Counoise starts with aromas of cherry and 
strawberry, but it’s the darker earth tone that sets 
it apart. A tense texture frames dried cherry and 
hibiscus on the sip, which is fresh and tense. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 Villa San-Juliette 2020 Reserve Small Lot 
Selection Rosé (Paso Robles). For full review 

see page 28. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

90 Bella Grace 2020 Bella Estate Rosé (Amador 
County). Tangy and fresh, this light-bodied 

and beautifully balanced wine made from Grenache 
and Mourvèdre grapes bursts with raspberry and 
red-cherry flavors tinged with mint. It’s lively, crisp 
and mouthwatering. Highly recommended. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $26 

90 Castoro Cellars 2020 Rosé (Paso Robles). 
Strong aromas of bubblegum, strawberry, 

watermelon and pink roses make for a pleasantly 
playful nose on this bottling. The palate grows more 
serious, grabbing hold with a chalky grip that envel-
ops and restrains those riper elements. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Dancing Crow 2020 Rosé of Syrah (Lake 
County). This attractive, well-balanced 

wine is light-salmon in color, offers fresh raspberry 
and peach aromas and nicely ripe yet tangy flavors 
on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Grounded Wine Co. 2020 Space Age Rosé 
(Central Coast). For full review see page 36. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Iron Hub 2019 Rosé (Amador County). This 
meaty, spicy wine made from Barbera 

grapes stands out from the crowd for its vivid cop-
per-orange color, tempting cured meat and black-
pepper aromas and mouthfilling cherry and berry 
flavors. It’s a rosé of substance. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $24 

90 LangeTwins 2020 River Ranch Vineyard 
Aglianico Rosé (Jahant). For full review see 

page 30. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Le Vigne 2020 Rosé of Sangiovese (Paso 
Robles). Aromas of strawberry preserves 

and watermelon candies are leveled by a scent of wet 
sidewalk on the nose of this bottling. Those fruity 
 elements dry up considerably on the sip, where stony 
qualities wrap around the cherry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Noble Vines 2020 515 Rosé (Central Coast). 
For full review see page 36. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

90 Republic of Pink 2020 Rosé (Central Coast). 
A darker shade of pink, this bottling starts 

with mellow aromas of light melon and a rusty min-
erality. There’s a firm texture to the palate, where 
dried orange rind, pink-fleshed fruit and a touch 
of dried sage converge for a unique flavor profile. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.56% Price: $18 

90 Royal Prince 2020 Rosé (Sonoma County). 
A  Grenache-based wine, this conjures 

memories of orange Creamsicle, while the nose sug-
gests jasmine. Dry, it tastes of cranberry and cur-
rant with a strong backbone of citrus, stone and 
wild strawberry. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Broc Cellars 2020 Love Rosé (North Coast). 
A deep-coral color and just-crushed berry 

aromas give this light-bodied, uncomplicated wine 
a charming freshness. Made from mostly Carignan, 
it offers vivid raspberry and peach-skin flavors and 
good balance. —J.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $22 

89 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2020 Rosé of Malbec 
(San Francisco Bay). Charming, light straw-

berry and cherry flavors and an appetizing balance 
make this light-bodied wine a winner. It is delicate, 
slightly tangy and fresh-tasting. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Girasole 2020 Rosé (Mendocino County). 
For full review see page 34. 

abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Malene 2020 Rosé (Central Coast). Pluot, 
cherry and a streak of earthy aromas show 

on the nose of this bottling. There is ample grip to 
the sip, with more rocky flavors that cut into the 
ripe cherry-candy flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Matchbook 2020 Tinto Rey Estate Bottled 
Rosé (Dunnigan Hills). This substantial wine 

based on Tempranillo grapes shows a vivid copper 
color and offers inviting plum and cherry aromas fol-
lowed by hearty berry and mushroom flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

89 Raywood 2020 Rosé (Central Coast). Lightly 
candied strawberry and bubblegum aromas 

leap off the clean and easy nose of this bottling. 
Pleasant red-fruit flavors are lifted by mint and wet 
gravel on the palate. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

89 Summerland 2020 Rosé (Central Coast). 
A lighter yellow shade of pink, this bottling 

begins with aromas of bubblegum, strawberry and 
chalk. There is ample tension to the sip, where tan-
gerine, light raspberry and cherry flavors strike a 
familiar chord. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Ferrari-Carano 2020 Dry Rosé (Sonoma 
County). Stainless-steel fermented, this 

wine is driven by 81% Sangiovese and has smaller 
amounts of Grenache, Syrah and Barbera. A taste of 
sweet peach and strawberries and cream dominates 
around a plush, rich style and effusive aromatics. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

88 Flat Top Hills 2020 Rosé (California). For 
full review see page 34.

abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Hahn 2020 Rosé (California). Crisp red 
apple and raspberry aromas are lifted by 

a cinnamon kick on the nose of this rosé. Lightly 
minty cherry flavors show on the sip, where tar-
ragon and a rusty minerality balance the red-fruit 
core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

88 Hawley 2020 Rosé of Zinfandel (Dry Creek 
Valley). Expansively lush and soft in tex-

ture, this Zin-based wine tastes of brambly black-
berry and dark cherry, with just a hint of sweet 
peach. It is crowd-pleasing and approachable. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $26 

88 Kendall-Jackson 2020 Vintner’s Reserve 
Rosé (California). Very smooth and mouth-

filling, this medium-bodied wine offers watermelon 
and light herb aromas followed by rather rich plum 
and peach flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Leoness 2019 Rosé (Temecula Valley). 
A  dark shade of fuschia in the glass, this 

bottling is an earthy take on rosé, showing muddy 
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clay, light herbs and dried cherries on the nose. 
The elements extend to the sip, where dried herb, 
turned soil, dark red-fruit and orange-peel flavors 
arise. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

88 Raeburn 2020 Rosé (Russian River Valley). 
Made from a mix of Pinot noir, Zinfandel 

and Grenache, this wine is floral in jasmine and 
light in color. Lively and fresh, it delivers focused 
flavors of mango and strawberry that coalesce 
around a stony texture. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Rusack 2020 Boundless Rosé (Ballard 
 Canyon). This 50-50 Zinfandel-Syrah rosé 

begins with ripe bubblegum and guava-syrup aro-
mas, dusted in crushed sea-shell minerality. The pal-
ate is very enjoyable in flavor, with red-apple skins 
and strawberry flavors, set against a soft texture. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

88 SeaGlass 2020 Rosé (Monterey County). For 
full review see page 38. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Sequum 2020 La Trace Rosé (Napa Valley). 
Made from 85% Syrah and 15% Grenache, 

and made in minuscule amounts, the wine is meaty 
and earthy on the nose, with an herbal element of 
freshly cut grass. Fleshy, it tastes of apricot and has 
a steely edge. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

88 Theopolis 2020 Estate Grown Rosé of Petite 
Sirah (Yorkville Highlands). This substantial 

and full-bodied wine packs plenty of ripe plum and 
black-cherry flavors and can be poured in place of 
a red. A meaty, black-peppery streak adds savory 
complexity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $28 

87 Di Arie 2018 Estate Grown Rosé (Sierra Foot-
hills). This pale-salmon colored wine is full-

bodied, rich and ripe tasting, offering cantaloupe 
and fig flavors on a mouthcoating texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 It’s a Headsnapper NV Rosé (California). This 
full-bodied wine has a lot of impact, from 

the vivid salmon color to ripe and fruity yellow-
peach and plum flavors and a smooth, rich texture. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

87 Josh Cellars 2020 Rosé (California). This 
light-bodied but well-perfumed wine offers 

floral, tropical aromas and flavors on a smooth tex-
ture. The rose-petal, honeysuckle and tangerine 
notes are fun to taste. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Nola Grace 2020 Dry Rosé (California). For 
full review see page 38. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $12 

87 Pulchella 2019 Rogue Rosé (Templeton Gap 
District). A dark, fuschia-like shade of pink, 

this rosé blend of Syrah, Grenache and Viognier 
smells like rust, cherries and earthy raspberry on 
the nose. The palate combines an array of red fruit 
with hints of herb and mint, proving quite bold. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $40 

87 Rainy Day 2019 Rosé (California). This light-
bodied, fruity wine is simple but charming, 

offering peach and strawberry aromas, ripe peach 
flavors and rather soft acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $18 

87 Sans Wine Co 2020 Poor Ranch Vineyards 
Rosé of Carignan (Mendocino County). This 

medium-bodied, dry and appetizing wine looks 
pink-orange in the glass, offers earthy, meaty aro-
mas and slightly tangy and tempting cherry and 
raspberry flavors. No sulfites were added. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $10/375 ml 

86 689 Cellars 2019 Submission Rosé (Califor-
nia). This fruity, slightly tangy wine is very 

pale-pink in color, effusive with aromas of peaches 
and raspberries, and fresh and generous in flavor. 
Light body and soft acidity keep it gentle in texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

86 Charles B. Mitchell 2020 Reserve Estate 
Syrah (El Dorado). This smooth and rather 

full-bodied wine offers middle-of-the-road fruit 
flavors and low acidity. Mild cherries and plums 
 accompany a soft texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $21 

86 Chuparosa 2020 Hidden Gem Blend Rosé 
(Ramona Valley). A darker shade nearing 

copper in the glass, this rosé blend of 60% Mour-
vèdre and 40% Grenache offers aromas of orange 
peel, muddled red plum and maraschino cherry. The 
palate’s driving flavor is of earth and muddy clay, 
with hints of dried red fruit and citrus. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

86 DoublePlus 2020 Rosé (Oak Knoll District). 
This is a 100% stainless-steel fermented, 

small production wine by Tom Rinaldi made from 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Dark cranberry in color, it has 
a sweet richness of baked cherry, strawberry and a 
hint of high-toned citrus. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

86 Hallmark Channel 2020 Blush Rosé (Califor-
nia). This fruity and medium-bodied wine 

shows a bright orange-pink color, abundant fruit-
salad aromas and a rather soft, rich palate that fin-
ishes with a sweet touch. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $11 

86 Klinker Brick 2020 Bricks & Roses Rosé 
(Lodi). Light in color, aroma and body, this 

rather lean wine offers peach-skin and white-rasp-
berry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $15 

86 LangeTwins 2020 Estate Grown Rosé of 
Sangiovese (Lodi). A reduced aroma and 

slightly earthy flavors dominate this medium-bod-
ied, deep-pink colored wine. It brings good straw-
berry and plum notes on the palate while a peppery, 
earthy quality persists. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 San Rucci 2020 Rosé (California). Water-
melon aromas and light cantaloupe flavors 

give this light-bodied and very pale-colored wine a 
straightforward, fruity expression. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

86 Scotto Family Cellars 2020 Reserve Mohr Fry 
Ranch Sangiovese (Lodi). This medium- to 

full-bodied wine is orangish-pink in color, giving up 
plum and candied cherry flavors accented by vanilla 
and herbal notes. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $13 

85 Amarose 2020 Amarose Rosé (Lodi). This 
quiet wine made from red Rhône grape vari-

eties is medium bodied and soft textured, showing a 
light amber-pink color and mild fruit flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $25 

85 Doren 2020 Josie Love Ranch Vineyard Rosé 
(Madera). This pale-pink wine from certi-

fied organic grapes is fruity and soft, medium bod-
ied and offers good cantaloupe and peach flavors, 
with low acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $20 

PINOT NOIR

97 Thomas Fogarty 2018 James Thomas’s Block 
Rapley Trail Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz 

Mountains). This is an epic wine from a tiny cor-
ner of this mountaintop vineyard. Plush yet vibrant 
aromas of black raspberry, freshly crumpled purple 
flowers, minty herbs and tarry peppercorns show 
on the nose. There’s an herbal streak to the pal-
ate, decorating those brisk, engaging and delicious 
currant flavors, with balanced acidity and peppery 
spice pushing deep into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

96 Belle Glos 2019 Las Alturas Pinot Noir ( Santa 
Lucia Highlands). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

96 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Henry Ayrton’s Block 
Rapley Trail Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz 

Mountains). Extremely elegant aromas of black-
cherry cream, lavish purple flowers and even rich 
blueberry show on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
a ripe boysenberry core to the palate, which is pack-
aged in a silky texture and offers complex hints of 
tarragon, elderflower and mint. It offers an uplifting 
experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

96 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Razorback Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). There’s 

a masterful chorus of aromas on the nose of this 
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bottling, from tart berry, cherry and orange rind, to 
savory char and black pepper, to elegant lavender and 
myrrh. A gamy flavor arises on the palate, which is 
full of black pepper, smashed black raspberry and 
dark cranberry, with a flash of incense on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $78 

96 Williams Selyem 2019 Westside Road Neigh-
bors Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For 

full review see page 5. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $75 

95 Adelaida 2019 HMR Estate Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Adelaida District). Made from the 

Central Coast’s first Pinot Noir vineyard, planted in 
1964, this reveals why the site still works. A lighter 
shade of ruby in the glass, the wine begins with aro-
mas of snappy pomegranate, forest undergrowth and 
baking spices. Raspberry flavors are lifted by light 
juniper and thyme on the layered, acid-splashed, 
tightly woven palate. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $60 

95 Calera 2018 Jensen Vineyard Pinot Noir (Mt. 
Harlan). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $100 

95 Cattleya 2019 Belly of the Whale Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Ample aromas of roasted 

raspberry, white pepper, lemon pepper and rose 
petals make for a very inviting nose on this bottling. 
There’s approachable richness on the palate, with 
poached strawberry, and then waves of chai spice 
leading into a warm, vanilla-laced finish. Fresh acid-
ity pumps through the entire experience. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

95 Clos de la Tech 2013 Domaine Lois Louise 
Twisty Ridge Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Moun-

tains). One of the better bottlings of the vintage for 
this brand, this wine, from a vineyard 1,700 feet in 
elevation, begins with aromas of dark, loamy earth, 
dank mushrooms and just-unearthed truffles, like a 
walk through a dewy forest. Those truffle tones con-
tinue through the palate, playing alongside flavors 
of roasted chestnut, dried cranberry, rose petal and 
tea leaf. —M.K. 
abv: 13.66% Price: $65 

95 Donnachadh 2018 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Smashed raspberry aromas are blasted with 

pleasantly funky touches of red miso, dried mush-
room, toasted sage and other brittle herbs on the 
nose of this bottling. It presents creamy on the 
palate at first before light tannins set up the fresh 
flavors of raspberry and pomegranate, decorated in 
rose hips and light charcuterie touches. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

95 Hartford Court 2018 MacLean’s Block Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 6. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $70 

95 Joseph Phelps 2018 Pastorale Vineyard 
 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

This is a subdued, sublime wine brimming in spiced 
black tea, cardamom and forest floor. Silky, with a 
touch of underlying grip, it shows its cool-climate 
and vintage stability, with an exuberance of fresh 
acidity and a lasting note of white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $90 

95 Joseph Phelps 2018 Quarter Moon Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Feral and 

silky, this elegantly robust wine is well integrated, 
structured and enduringly complex. Savory compo-
nents of forest, black tea and cranberry make for an 
intriguing experience on the palate, with balanced 
acidity throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $90 

95 LaRue 2018 Rice-Spivak Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). A perennial knockout wine 

from a cool, coastal site, this vintage shows delicate, 
muddled red fruit and layers of baking spice and 
black tea. Elegant, lengthy and fresh in acidity, it 
is more savory than fruity, complex in contrasting 
notes of clove, nutmeg and forest. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $75 

95 Migration 2018 Drum Canyon Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Black raspberry, dried 

tarragon and sage, crushed graphite and wet gravel 
make for a complex and heady set of aromas on the 
nose of this bottling. Lively oregano and tea-leaf fla-
vors arise on the sip, where the dark, brisk fruits 
are spiced with garam masala and woody mushroom 
elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

95 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Carmelita Pinot 
Noir (Monterey County). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $49 

95 Sojourn 2019 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 8.
abv: 14.6% Price: $69 

95 Sojourn 2019 Rodgers Creek Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

95 Sojourn 2019 Walala Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Walala is a tremendously 

wild, coastal site at about 1,000 feet in elevation, 
well exposed to the sun and air from its ridge loca-
tion. As such, it displays tropical character from 
the mix of warm and cool, a taste of black cherry, 
pineapple and lasting fruitiness complemented by 
undeniable freshness, focus and forest floor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $69 

95 Talbott 2018 Block 51 South Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

For full review see page 8. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

95 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz 
Mountains). This winery makes some of the 

more exciting wines in California right now, and 
this appellation blend offers a more affordable look 
at the style. Aromas of black raspberry, thyme, lav-
ender and rose petals lead into a taut, energetic and 
expansive palate of fresh fruit and flower flavors. 
Brisk acidity pumps to the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

95 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Mindego Ridge Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

Intriguing aromas of tar, nori and juniper float 
above the core of blistered plums on the nose of 
this bottling. The bay leaf and green-sansho-pepper 
elements are prominent on the sip, spicing up the 
underripe currant and cranberry flavors, leaving the 
palate with a menthol sensation. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $58 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Olivet Lane Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 8. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $82 

94 Ancien 2017 Haynes Old Block Pinot Noir 
(Coombsville). Inviting aromatics of blood 

orange, pomegranate and wild strawberry give 
in to a luxurious midpalate of supple tannin and 
well-integrated oak in this lovely, well-made wine 
from the cool site. Medium bodied, it adds layers of 
savory contrast as it opens, from forest to black tea 
to cardamom. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $68 

94 Calera 2018 Reed Vineyard Pinot Noir (Mt. 
Harlan). Dark and smoky fruit aromas meet 

with iodine, dried sagebrush, and char on the nose 
of this bottling from a vineyard first planted in 
1975. There’s a dank, kelpy kick to the tip of the sip, 
then comes black plum, wood-spice, tea-leaf and 
chaparral-spice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $80 

94 Clos de la Tech 2013 Domaine Lois Louise 
Cote Sud Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

The latest vintage from this iconoclastic brand, 
which ages wine for many years before release, is 
quite dark in the glass, offering aromas of shiitake 
reduction, damp cedar, dried berry and savory 
meats. The texture is very leathery, carrying fla-
vors of baked red plum, mulberry, black pepper and 
 cocoa, with a charcuterie finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.61% Price: $85 

94 Domaine Della 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Silky and powerfully built, this 

coastal wine is a celebration of richness, offer-
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ing deep, dark notes of baked plum, dark cherry 
and black tea. Floral components of rose petal and 
earthy forest add to a weighty midpalate of chewy 
structure and intensity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Domaine Della 2019 Earl Stephens Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Juicy red fruit dots a 

substantial landscape of velvety texture and supple 
tannin in this richly layered and ripe vineyard-
designate. Varietal spice and deep, dark brooding 
cherry and plum lead the way to a complementary 
finish of toasted oak and hints of freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $78 

94 Dutton-Goldfield 2018 Deviate Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $72 

94 Fort Ross Vineyard 2018 The Terraces 
Fort Ross Vineyard Pinot Noir (Fort Ross-

Seaview). Stemmy and earthy in forest floor, this 
memorably balanced, elegant and coastal wine 
shows a wealth of tangy red fruit, a mix of plum and 
wild strawberry. Sultry and seamless on the palate, 
the tannins are silky and well-integrated, exhibiting 
a graceful, high-toned freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

94 Hartford Court 2018 Arrendell Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This is 

made from one of the coldest sites in the appella-
tion, planted in 1975 to a single clone. Cranberry, 
cherry and strawberry fruit adorn a plush and vel-
vety palate of textured intensity and tannin, with 
jolts of black tea, dried herb and forest comple-
menting and contrasting. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $110 

94 Joseph Phelps 2019 Freestone Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Savory forest-

floor tones contrast well against crisp, focused fla-
vors of blood orange, pomegranate and cherry. With 
length and breadth, it is structured yet expansive, 
with and immensely delicious palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

94 Kosta Browne 2018 Kanzler Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Among the lightest, 

brightest and most elegant of the producer’s single- 
vineyard offerings this vintage, Kanzler shows 
focused tension, texture and spiciness. Raspberry, 
strawberry and a hint of cassis keep it fresh and 
fruity with underlying earthiness and elegance 
through the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $165 

94 Kosta Browne 2018 Keefer Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Within a relatively 

light frame of crunchy fruit, light spice and firm 
tannin, this well-integrated wine comes from a dry-
farmed, cool-climate site planted in 1996. Notes of 
orange peel, cranberry and raspberry highlight a 
medium-bodied core of tea, forest and lush texture. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $165 

94 Kosta Browne 2018 Thorn Ridge Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Reductive on the nose, 

this dry-farmed wine is earthy and cool-climate 
influenced, with wisps of tomato leaf, black tea and 
enduring spiciness. Crunchy red fruit and oak adorn 
a medium-bodied structure of laser-focused acidity 
and rich undertones of chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $165 

94 Landmark 2018 Escolle Road Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review 

see page 10. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

94 LaRue 2018 Thorn Ridge Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). This is a light, delicate 

and expertly balanced wine, with nuanced layers of 
baking spice, forest and crunchy red fruit. Its cool- 
climate provenance contributes fresh, persistent 
acidity and ongoing freshness and savory compo-
nents, with a touch of blueberry on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

94 Last Light 2019 Derbyshire Vineyard  Pinot 
Noir (San Luis Obispo County). Dark  berries, 

purple flowers and toasty spices make for a  smoothly 
integrated nose on this bottling from a vineyard 
along the San Simeon coast that gets the “last light” 
of each day. There’s a solid tension to the sip, which 
frames the ripe and accessible yet tart red fruits, 
with aromatic lavender touches lifting the entire  
experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

94 Pennyroyal Farm 2017 Pinot Noir (Anderson 
Valley). Arresting botanical aromas and a 

vivid palate of nervy fruit flavors make a great com-
bination in this intricate, well-balanced and slightly 
lean wine. Basil, fennel and bay leaf scents meet 
red-cherry, sour-cherry and rhubarb flavors, while 
light tannins and tangy acidity keep the texture 
lively. Best through at least 2027. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $39 

94 Ram’s Gate 2019 Cellar Note Pinot Noir 
( Sonoma Coast). With a spicy entry of 

white pepper, nutmeg and dried herb, this struc-
tured, complex and balanced wine shows additional 
elements of forest floor and cardamom. Layered in 
red fruit and citrus, it offers length and breadth, 
with well-integrated tannin and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

94 Sea Smoke 2018 Ten Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Fresh aromas of smashed black 

cherry and dark strawberry prove quite juicy on the 
nose of this bottling, while tarragon, cinnamon and 
nutmeg elements add nuance. The palate is like a 
bowlful of cherries and strawberries, sprinkled gen-
erously with chai and French toast spices, proving 
immensely easy to quaff. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

94 Sojourn 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
This appellation wine combines grapes 

from eight distinct vineyards, including several 

single-vineyard designates like Walala and Sangia-
como, the lots fermented separately before blend-
ing. It showcases skill and balance, offering juicy 
black cherry, strawberry and cola with savory notes 
of black tea. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

94 Sojourn 2019 Sangiacomo Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). From a site impacted 

by the cool winds of the Petaluma Gap, this red is 
gamy and feral in nature, with an enduring earthi-
ness of forest and tea. Smooth in texture, it offers 
power and graceful intensity that linger on the pal-
ate in a length of spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

94 Story of Soil 2019 La Rinconada Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Quite light in 

the glass, this bottling by Jessica Gasca begins with 
crisp aromas of raspberry, sumac, hibiscus and rose 
petal, with mineral tones of slate and gravel playing 
in the background. The firm texture of the palate is 
impressive, framing the muddled strawberry, plum, 
dried flower and light mint flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

94 Talbott 2018 Block 22 West Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

For full review see page 12. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

94 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Windy Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Rusty 

nails and tart dried cherries make for a heady com-
bination on the nose of this bottling, which is also 
loaded with scents of thyme and peppercorn. The 
palate packs tea leaves, juniper and pine needle 
together with tightly wound raspberry fruit, making 
for an engaging sip. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $78 

94 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 13.7% Price: $58 

94 Williams Selyem 2019 Pinot Noir (San Benito 
County). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 13.4% Price: $39 

93 Calera 2018 de Villiers Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Mt. Harlan). Subdued and smooth lines of 

black cherry and boysenberry are mixed with cocoa 
and light herb on the nose of this bottling. Roasted 
berry and slight game flavors show on the palate, 
which is wrapped in a rich mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $80 

93 Calera 2018 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Raw and dried beef and lamb aro-

mas provide a welcome funk to the nose of this 
bottling, which also offers stewed plum, mushroom 
and sandal wood scents. Wild and ripe fruit flavors 
strike the palate with force, gaining complexity from 
the charred meat and juniper touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 
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93 Calera 2018 Muns Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Cruz Mountains). Forest floor aromas meet 

with wild red currants on the herbally forward nose 
of this bottling. The palate amplifies those dank 
qualities of wet green sage, with mulberry and dark-
berry flavors filling in the experience. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Cattleya 2019 Cuvée Number One Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Lavish aromas of 

wild strawberry, carnation and pastry crust make 
for a lovely nose on this bottling. It’s rich and con-
fectionery on the palate, with deliciously ripe Bing 
cherry flavors dusted in chai and licorice spice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 Clos de la Tech 2013 Domaine du Docteur 
 Rodgers Pinot Noir (San Francisco Bay). 

Coming from one of the more historic vineyards 
in all of California, this long-aged bottling shows 
muddy earth, graphite, charred wood, mushroom 
and dried cherry on the nose. That rich, earthy, 
smoky tone sails into the palate, where black-tea, 
iodine and roasted berry flavors align. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.96% Price: $130 

93 Clos de la Tech 2013 Estates Pinot Noir ( Santa 
Cruz Mountains). Muddy earth, damp wood, 

toasted sage, dashi, red-miso and soy aromas 
swirl into a heady mix on the nose of this bottling. 
Mouthcoating tannins frame the dry palate, where 
orange-rind and cranberry flavors meet with dried 
beef and mushroom flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Davis Bynum 2018 Dutton Ranches Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Domaine Della 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). This appellation wine deliv-

ers a lovely wall of spicy cherry and wild strawberry 
within a context of weighty tannin and girth. Sub-
stantially built in ripeness and richness, it offers 
lasting intensity with breadth and length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Dunites 2019 Bassi Vineyard Pinot Noir (San 
Luis Obispo County). Roasted strawberry 

aromas meet with dank touches of damp marjoram 
and beach wrack on the nose of this bottling from a 
vineyard that enjoys ocean views. The palate pops 
with grilled cranberry, more of those dewy sage and 
garden herb aromas and layers of mushroom and 
nori. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

93 Holman Ranch 2018 Heather’s Hill Pinot Noir 
(Carmel Valley). Aromas of warm cherry 

cobbler and melting vanilla ice cream lure the nose 
into this bottling. The palate is full of anise and 
lavender flavors, proving much drier than the nose 

indicates, and settling into elderberry and purple-
flower flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

93 Holman Ranch 2018 Hunter’s Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Carmel Valley). Lovely aromas of baked 

black cherry, nutmeg and spice-cake aromas con-
verge with a light floral aspect on the nose of this 
bottling. There’s a rusty minerality on the sip, 
where dark-plum, cranberry and lavender flavors 
also show. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

93 Kendall-Jackson 2019 Jackson Estate Seco 
Highlands Pinot Noir (Arroyo Seco). This 

is a jubilant style of Pinot Noir, loaded with cher-
ries and strawberries as mace and oak spice uplift 
the fruit. The fresh red fruit explodes on the pal-
ate, where cinnamon and sumac wrap into vanilla- 
pastry flavors, with lingering oak on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Kosta Browne 2018 Giusti Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). From an historic, 

family-farmed site that is relatively warm, this 
expansive wine is spicy and citrus-driven, with 
under lying jolts of brooding blackberry and cherry. 
Layered and lengthy, it offers earthy complements 
of tea and forest floor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $165 

93 Landmark 2018 La Encantada Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 

15. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

93 Morrows 2019 Sarmento Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Light in color, this 

bottling is loaded with aromas of cherries, rasp-
berry jam, bay leaf and pine on the nose. It’s tightly 
wound on the palate, blending tart cranberry, 
orange rind, marjoram and tarragon flavors, leading 
into a graham cracker-kissed finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

93 Rusack 2017 Reserve Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Lovely aromas of fresh cherries and 

plums meet with star anise on the elegantly deli-
cious nose of this blend of John Sebastiano and 
Fiddlestix vineyards. There’s a smoke tone to the 
sip, but it’s layered through strawberry, cranberry, 
cracked pepper and caramel-drizzled toast flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

93 Square Peg 2018 Square Peg Estate Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 16. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $68 

93 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Will’s Cabin Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Spicy 

aromas of mace meet with damp herbs and baked 
raspberry on the nose of this bottling from atop 
the appellation. Crispy red-plum flavors are woven 
through rose-petal potpourri and wild tarragon 

on the palate, which finishes with ample tension. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $72 

92 Boheme 2018 Taylor Ridge Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is an estate-

grown, 25% whole-cluster fermented red that 
shows a savory, wild side of grippy earthiness and 
forest floor. Blueberry, currant and orange mingle 
around silky, well-integrated tannin and jolts of 
black tea, nutmeg and pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $59 

92 Gordon Ramsay 2018 Pinot Noir (Monterey). 
Quite light in the glass, this partnership 

between sommelier Chris Miller and restaurateur 
and television star Gordon Ramsay produced a 
winner in this bottling, offering tart plum, cherry-
tomato, potpourri and graphite aromas. Lively 
white pepper spice pops on the sip, where a tense 
frame holds the light plum and pluot flavors with 
ample herb on the finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

92 Hartford Court 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Rounded, with substantial, elon-

gated tannin, this is a richly layered, concentrated 
wine that expertly showcases the appellation in its 
embrace of dark blue and black fruit, cola, tea and 
baking spice. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Hartford Court 2018 Sevens Bench Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Carneros). A supple and sultry 

red wine that is brimming in baking spice and tan-
nin, this small-production wine shows the appel-
lation’s funk and earthiness to great effect. Tree 
bark, tea and a bit of barnyard work well within a 
generously full-bodied context of concentration and 
dense red fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Iskaranu 2018 Secret Clone Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). This wine has inviting 

aromatics of wild raspberry and dark cherry, with 
a smooth, silky texture that is widely appealing. A 
nice seasoning of baking spice, black pepper and 
rose petal close out the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $49 

92 J Vineyards & Winery 2017 Barrel 16 Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 18. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $90 

92 Kosta Browne 2018 Gap’s Crown Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Thick in spicy 

fruit, this wine is also soft and supple on the palate, 
with layers of rich, rounded dark cherry and blue-
berry. The opulence is undeniable, a lushness that 
rewards and overlays elements of baking spice, tea 
and forest. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $165 

92 Kosta Browne 2018 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Dried cran-

berry, hints of hibiscus and a touch of rust show on 
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the nose of this bottling. The texture on the palate 
is very taut, ensuring great cellar potential to allow 
the flavors of baked strawberry, cherry, dried tar-
ragon and fennel pollen to further converge. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $165 

92 Landmark 2018 Overlook Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey County-Sonoma County-Santa Barbara 

County).  For full review see page 19. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $27 

92 Migration 2018 Bien Nacido Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Dusty raspberry, 

light mint and a hint of tilled soil show on the nose 
of this bottling from the historic vineyard. Dried 
cherry and mushroom flavors meet with wild pink 
peppercorns and wood spice on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $77 

92 Niner 2019 Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). For full 
review see page 20. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

92 Ram’s Gate 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Broadly expansive with well-integrated tan-

nin, this coastal appellation wine offers a wealth 
of dark fruit, black tea and earthiness. The oak is 
toasted and adds baking spice and a hint of rich-
ness, with fresh acidity brightening the palate 
throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

92 Red Stitch 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Dark aromas 

of roasted berry are lifted by vanilla and caramel 
cream on the lavish nose of this bottling. The palate 
is very bold and rich, grabbing attention with cherry 
and strawberry flavors as well as ample mace and 
other brown spices. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $66 

92 Rusack 2016 Solomon Hills Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Hearty and fairly 

ripe aromas of red plum and raspberry are spiced by 
vanilla and damp herbs on the nose of this bottling. 
The palate snaps with those same red fruits, plus 
cranberry, and shows a wild streak of juniper, pine 
needle and eucalyptus. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

92 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Montanita de Oro 
Pinot Noir (Monterey County). Strong aro-

mas of rose potpourri and sour strawberry pop on 
the nose of this bottling from the Coastview and 
Pelio vineyards, which is quite light in the glass. The 
palate is full of rounded red-currant and tangerine-
rind flavors, wrapped in a soft structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $39 

92 Sculpterra 2019 Heroe Pinot Noir (Paso 
Robles). Congratulations to this bottling 

both for showcasing the efforts of farmworkers and 
for simply being a deliciously refreshing wine at a 
good price. Juicy aromas of black raspberry are cut 
by juniper and bay on the nose, while the palate 

delivers crushed pomegranate and cranberry along-
side that herbal influence. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

92 Talbott 2018 Kali Hart Estate Grown Pinot 
Noir ( Monterey). For full review see page 21. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $21 

92 Testarossa 2019 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
For full review see page 22.

abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

92 Testarossa 2019 Niclaire Pinot Noir (Cali-
fornia). Savory aromas of cracked pepper 

meet with dried violet, lilac, charcuterie and earth 
mushrooms on the nose of this bottling. There’s a 
zip of acidity that cuts through the rounded flavors 
of dark strawberry cream and rose petal on the  
decently tense palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

92 Testarossa 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Somewhat 

light in color, this bottling shows much darker on 
the nose, with a deep boysenberry, lavender and 
violet combination that’s quite elegant. The palate 
explodes with floral flavors, as oak smoke surrounds 
the tart Montmorency cherry core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $74 

92 Thomas Fogarty 2018 Rapley Trail Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). An ele-

gant array of cranberry, pomegranate, star anise, 
clove and white pepper makes for a zesty, lively nose 
on this bottling. It’s very fresh with black-raspberry 
jam and more pepper on the palate, where the tan-
nins are still wild and tough. Drink 2023–2038. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $78 

91 Bellante 2018 Dierberg Vineyard Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Freshly 

smashed boysenberry and hibiscus aromas are both 
tart and ripe on the nose of this bottling. The palate 
is bright and snappy with raspberry and red-plum 
flavors that are spiced by white pepper and charred 
meat elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

91 Bellante 2018 Figlio e Nuora La Encantada 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). A refresh-

ing blast of ripe wild cherries kicks off the nose of 
this bottling, with crushed sage, light tea, dried tar-
ragon and woody juniper aromas coming next. It 
lands with heft on the palate, blending ripe berry, 
red-currant and chaparral-herb flavors, finishing on 
a salty oak kick. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

91 Bernardus 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Dark-cherry aromas 

meet with a hint of cotton candy and mesquite-fla-
vored barbecue sauce on the nose of this bottling. 
The smoky tones extend to the sip, where red-fruit 

and brown-spice flavors linger amidst the woody 
elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

91 Bernardus 2019 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Dark-cherry, 

turned soil and baking-spice aromas rise to the nose 
on this bottling from a famed vineyard. There’s an 
earthy streak to the palate as well, where fresh (but 
dark) red fruits meet with loamy soil flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

91 Clos de la Tech 2013 Domaine Valeta Sunny 
Slope Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). 

Rick black-plum, roasted fig, clove, star anise and 
nutmeg aromas make for a very barrel-spiced nose 
on this bottling. Hearty, grippy tannins frame the 
sip, presenting black-plum and mushroom flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

91 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 El Diablo Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 24. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $100 

91 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Heritage Block 
 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 24. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $85 

91 Dutton-Goldfield 2018 Van Der Kamp Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Mountain). Earthy, savory and 

feral in nature, this wine is thickly concentrated 
and enduringly intense, awash in black tea, forest 
floor and grippy tannin. It is spicy in cardamom and 
sage. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $68 

91 Edio 2019 Chene Vineyard Pinot Noir (Edna 
Valley). Very light in the glass, this bottling 

bursts forth with pomegranate, red rose petals and 
a wet stone minerality on the nose. Earthy tones 
come through on the palate, where the berry fruit 
is restrained in favor of dried earth, leather and a 
tense structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $60 

91 Holman Ranch 2017 Heather’s Hill Pinot Noir 
(Carmel Valley). Soft on the nose, this mellow 

while pleasant bottling begins with light  strawberry, 
grilled plum and candied cherry aromas. A line of 
rusty minerality shows on the sip, as do pepper and 
thyme, with simple red fruit forming the sprightly 
core. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $38 

91 Holman Ranch 2017 Hunter’s Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Carmel Valley). Dried berry and cherry, 

loamy earth, a hint of leather and pinches of sage 
and mace show on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
a blend of minerality aspects to the palate, from 
crushed stones to tilled soil, with tart currant 
 providing the core flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $45 
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91 Holman Ranch 2017 Three Brothers Pinot Noir 
(Carmel Valley). Very accessible aromas of 

black cherry, cola and wild herb show on the nose 
of this bottling. The wine is smoothly layered on the 
palate, but of acid but with soft tannins that grace-
fully present the plush dark-fruit and baking-spice 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $39 

91 Iskaranu 2018 Mimma Pinot Noir (Russian 
 River Valley). Expansive in forest floor, 

turned earth and black tea, this savory wine is 
brimming in dried herb and high-toned acidity, too. 
Medium bodied, it has a supple, soft texture and 
well-integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $49 

91 Iskaranu 2018 Putnam Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From a far coastal site, 

this wine shows whole-cluster intensity and verve, 
with thick, firm tannin structure and weight. Forest 
floor, black tea and pomegranate provide a complex, 
savory freshness to the palate that finishes strong. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $67 

91 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Foggy Bend Vine-
yard Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Russian River 

Valley). For full review see page 24. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $70 

91 Ladera 2017 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 
Forested with an abundance of crunchy red 

fruit, this vineyard-designate is brightly layered in 
pomegranate, cranberry and currant. With a syrupy 
richness on the midpalate, structured in grippy tan-
nin, it finishes fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

91 Marimar 2016 Chico’s Run Dona Margarita 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This 

is a barrel selection from the site, named for a 
beloved Springer Spaniel. Baking spice, dried herb 
and jammy blue and red fruit meet a core of supple 
tannin and moderate acidity, finishing in a hint of 
clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $68 

91 Marimar 2016 Don Miguel Vineyard Stony 
Block Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

 Estate-grown from a higher elevation block of the 
site, this wine is thick in tannin structure and tangy 
in fresh acidity. Candied orange peel, earthy for-
est notes and a strong note of toasted oak combine 
around a midpalate of rounded richness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $62 

91 Niner 2018 JR Reserve Pinot Noir (Edna Val-
ley). For full review see page 26. Cellar Selec-

tion. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

91 Square Peg 2018 Riddle Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Aromatic in dried rose petal 

and turned earth, this wine is thickly concentrated 
on the palate in dense red fruit and firm tannin. It 

evolves in the glass to show a pretty elegance and 
length of black tea, forest and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $68 

91 Thomas Fogarty 2018 La Vida Bella Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Subtle 

aromas of baked cherry, rose petals and light oak 
show on the nose of this bottling, which comes 
from the coastal Aptos area, not the winery’s usual 
mountaintop vineyards. There’s a snappy cherry-
raspberry tone to the sip, which is clean, brisk and 
enjoyable, with a tense structure. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

90 Ancien 2018 Mink Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Coombsville). Earthy notes of dried plum, 

forest and dense black cherry make for a layered, 
medium-bodied and expressive red generously in 
toasted oak and baking spice. The appellation, site 
and producer coax lovely elements of crushed rock 
and tea, adding complexity and savory length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

90 Arthur Cellars 2018 Gloria Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Light in color 

with a delicate frame, this wine has a ripe, rich 
midpalate of body weight and breadth. Cranberry, 
pomegranate and strawberry make for a crunchy 
foundation of red fruit seasoned in baking spice and 
cola. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

90 Belle Glos 2019 Clark & Telephone Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). This is a powerfully 

extracted and über-ripe bottling, loaded with black 
cherry, clove and nutmeg. The baked fruit flavors 
are bombastic on the sip, full of caramel, cherry cor-
dial and oak, clicking the hedonistic buttons while 
ditching varietal character. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $55 

90 Bernardus 2019 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Dried cherry, wet gravel and 

rose petals show on the nose of this appellation 
blend. The palate is loaded with earthy tones of 
sagebrush, which surround the riper dried cherry 
core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

90 Bernardus 2019 Sierra Mar Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Aromas of 

baked and sour cherry meet with oak and wet earth 
on the nose of this bottling. Cranberry flavors are 
strong on the palate, where more damp earth and 
forest-floor elements converge as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

90 Bonterra 2019 Made with Organic Grapes 
Pinot Noir (Mendocino). For full review see 

page 29. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

90 Bricoleur 2018 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). For full review see page 29.

abv: 15.3% Price: $47 

90 Castle Rock 2019 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). For full review see page 35. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

90 Daniel 2018 Grand Vent Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Petaluma Gap). Stemmy, wild and reduc-

tive, this complex, structured wine shows its cool-
climate provenance: high-toned and fresh in acidity 
throughout. Cardamom, tea and a peaty back note 
show its savory soul, with light touches of cranberry 
and pomegranate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $65 

90 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Middle Reach 
Vineyards Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

From a selection of vineyards, including El Diable, 
Starr Ridge and the producer’s estate, this ethereal 
red is exuberant in raspberry, strawberry, black tea 
and forest notes. With a sidebar of caramel and cof-
fee, it takes on a rich, oaky finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

90 Domaine de la Rivière 2019 Two Forces  Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Combining 

grapes from both El Diablo Vineyard and the pro-
ducer’s estate, with 20% of the grapes fermented 
whole-cluster, this is a thick, concentrated wine, 
oak-driven and spicy, with dense red and blue fruit. 
Medium bodied, it holds its ripeness and weight in 
check, finishing fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

90 El Pino Club 2018 The Cusp Pinot Noir 
( Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 29. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

90 Iskaranu 2018 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
 Valley). Earthy layers of medium-bodied red 

fruit meet savory companions of black tea and sage in 
this lively, well-made appellation wine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

90 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Eastside Knoll 
Vineyard Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Russian 

River Valley). For full review see page 30.
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

90 J. Wilkes 2019 Pinot Noir (Santa Maria 
V alley). Rusty earth and muddy clay aro-

mas make for a mineral-driven nose on the first 
sniff of this wine, which opens up with cranberry 
fruit. The earthy tones emerge on the palate too, 
where roasted black-plum flavors meet with smoke 
and dried mushroom as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Ladera 2018 Pillow Road Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). With a pillowy texture of inte-

grated tannin, this balanced red is brooding in dark 
cherry, plum and cola, with nuanced back notes of 
black tea and forest. Rich and layered, it finishes 
supple in baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $66 
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90 Lucas & Lewellen 2018 High 9 Goodchild 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). 

For full review see page 31. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Lussier 2019 Cote de Boont Pinot Noir 
( Anderson Valley). Complexity and tangy 

fruit flavors help this attractive, medium-bodied 
wine stand out. It offers sour cherry and raspberry 
aromas followed by lively black-cherry notes and 
dashes of black tea, clove and cinnamon. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $40 

90 Oceano 2019 Spanish Springs Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (San Luis Obispo County). Tart 

and gamy aromas battle for attention on the nose of 
this fresh while funky bottling, showing brisk rasp-
berry as well as charcuterie and shiitake touches. 
There’s a sour red-fruit streak to the palate, which 
also shows dried game flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

90 Petree 2017 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
 Valley). Juicy and savory in cedar, forest 

and rose, this is a hearty, full-bodied style red with 
grip. Traces of crushed rock, tannin and oak empha-
size an overall weight and breadth, alongside a last-
ing note of freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

90 Talbott 2018 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). 

For full review see page 33. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $42 

90 Testarossa 2019 Cortada Alta Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Dried 

earth, wet wood, dark cherry and hint of tar show 
on the nose of this bottling. The palate is tense in 
texture with light cranberry flavors, while a reduc-
tive show of damp wood and dried mushroom carry 
into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $74 

90 Testarossa 2019 Sanford & Benedict Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Baked red cherries, 

pomegranate juice and anise aromas show on the 
nose of this single-vineyard bottling. The palate 
is loaded with barrel spices of nutmeg, amaro and 
light peat moss, with thick cherry juice at the core. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $74 

90 Vinum 2018 Pinot Noir (Monterey). Caramel 
toffee and berry syrup aromas show on the 

nose of this bottling. There’s an array of herbs on the 
palate, where dried flowers, baked cherry and brown-
spice flavors converge into a familiar flavor set. Best 
Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Bridlewood 2018 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
 County). Clove-dusted, oven-roasted dark-

cherry aromas mesh into the rusty minerality on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a creamy vanilla-latte 
flavor on the sip, where pleasurable red fruits ride a 

medium weight into the sagebrush-flecked finish: an 
affordable choice for pleasing bigger crowds. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Metz Road 2018 Riverview Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Monterey). Dark muddled cherry aro-

mas are lifted by cinnamon, star anise and cardamom 
on the nose of this bottling. The strong spice-rack 
aromas are integrated into the sip, where ample red 
fruits ride a decently tense line of tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

88 August Briggs 2017 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Densely layered and hearty, with a 

softness to the palate, this appellation red is fruity 
and floral, with notes of black cherry, cola and 
 vanilla oak. —V.B.   
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

88 August Briggs 2017 Dijon Clones Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma County). Thick, tart and tangy in 

red fruit, silt and forest notes, this is a serviceable 
wine that shows varietal character with  understated 
balance. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

88 Bellante 2018 Bentrock Vineyard Reserve 
 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). A bit dark in 

color and extracted in aroma, this bottling offers 
black cherry, boysenberry and peppery spices on 
the nose. It’s big and brawny on the palate, mostly 
showing tangy boysenberry. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

88 Bellante 2018 Radian Vineyard Reserve 
 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Crisp black-

raspberry aromas slide into riper cherry, spiced by 
clove and tarragon on the clean nose of this bottling. 
Hibiscus pops on the sip, and then come hints of 
roasted tomato, anise and fruit punch, served on a 
light, slightly thin frame. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

88 Martin Ray 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Perfumed in wild rose, strawberry and rasp-

berry, this wine develops to show a tannic structure 
of density, with spicy oak notes that elongate on the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Noble Vines 2019 667 Pinot Noir (Monterey). 
Smoky oak aromas coat the roasted straw-

berry, crushed rocks and baked soil aromas on the 
nose of this bottling. Mesquite and dried cherries 
show on the sip, which is familiar but a little light 
in energy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

88 Schug 2019 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
Thick, earthy and prominent in tannin, this 

coastal wine shows savory tones of forest floor and 
black tea. Varietal in nature, it offers restraint in its 
length of wild strawberry and orange peel. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Schug 2019 Pinot Noir (Carneros). Light 
and floral, this is an earthy, feral wine that 

imparts aromatic notes of rose petal and forest. 
The fruit is funky and tangy, a mix of cranberry 
and currant. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

88 Soulmate 2014 Lester Family Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Dusty 

and cedar-driven wood-spice aromas dominate the 
nose of this slightly aged bottling. Cigar-box flavors 
power the palate too, where dried red fruit barely 
pokes out. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

88 Talley 2019 Selections Pinot Noir (San Luis 
Obispo County). Tart and tangy aromas of 

pomegranate and cranberry are enhanced by light 
herbs on the nose of this bottling. It’s softer than 
expected on the sip, where tangy pomegranate and 
light balsamic flavors emerge. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Chloe 2018 Pinot Noir (Monterey County). 
Dark cherry, cedar, scorched earth and a hint 

of tar show on the nose of this bottling. Black-plum-
skin flavors make for a tense entry on the palate, 
where oak and earth elements also emerge. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

87 Tribute 2018 Pinot Noir (Monterey County). 
Quite subtle on the nose, this bottling opens 

up toward cherry, raspberry and cranberry aromas. 
The structure is lightly taut, enveloping those rasp-
berry-jam and white-pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $17 

86 California Republic 2019 Pinot Noir (Califor-
nia). Very ripe fruit flavors give this wine 

a definite jammy, almost-sweet character that is 
enhanced by soft acidity and mild vanilla and maple 
accents. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

86 Europa Village 2017 C’est La Vie Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Black-plum, smoke, tarra-

gon and slight vinegar aromas show on the nose of 
this bottling. There’s a lavender kick to the palate, 
which is tangy with plum-juice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

86 Outerbound 2018 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Made from two vineyard sites, 

this wine is made in a big, concentrated style, with 
prominent tannins. Vanilla, blackberry and cola fla-
vors give it a persistent richness. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

85 Tortoise Creek 2019 Pinot Noir (California). 
This oaky and moderately tannic wine grips 

its flavors of clove, wood smoke and black pepper in 
a firm texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $12 

84 Acadine 2019 Pinot Noir (California). This 
soft and simple wine is ripe and fruity in 

aroma followed by cooked plum and strawberry 
flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $14 
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84 Foundry 2017 Rodgers Creek Pinot Noir 
( Sonoma Coast). Stemmy and earthy with a 

touch of ash, this wine has substantial, chalky tan-
nin and considerable ripeness on offer. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $62 

82 Incarnadine 2018 Pinot Noir (California). 
This slightly awkward wine starts with 

jammy and cooked fruit aromas followed by chalky, 
sawdust flavors on a soft, almost sweet texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $19 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

98 O’Shaughnessy 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). For full review see page 3. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $140 

97 Adelaida 2018 Signature Viking Estate Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Adelaida District). 

For full review see page 3. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $125 

97 O’Shaughnessy 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 3. 

E ditors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

97 Stone The Crows 2018 Three Twins Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full 

review see page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $110 

97 Turnbull 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). This is such a well-balanced and 

elegant take on the variety, floral, earthy and gentle 
on the palate. Currant, cassis and raspberry flavors 
highlight a lovely texture of subtle power that is 
inviting and brightly high-toned. Volcanic soils con-
tribute a chalky, spicy and mineral-like component 
of crushed rock. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

96 Far Niente 2018 Estate Bottled Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review see 

page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

96 Sojourn 2018 Oakville Ranch Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review 

see page 5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $145 

96 Turnbull 2018 Black Label Estate Grown 
 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). From one 

site, the Leopoldina Vineyard, atop the Oakville 
bench, this impressive wine is herbal in sage, pen-
cil and violet. Lengthy and fresh, the tannins are 
firm, supple and elongated, the whole of the parts 
in equilibrium with lasting grace. Editors’ Choice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

95 Boich 2018 NVS Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Structured, full bodied and gener-

ously ripe, this impressive wine is wild, with a gamy 
element and notes of sage, cedar and wooded forest. 
The fruit is equally savory and complex. Mountain-
ous tannins show throughout, suggesting further 
aging. Enjoy best from 2028–2038. Cellar Selec-
tion. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $125 

95 Freemark Abbey 2017 Cabernet Bosché 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). For full 

review see page 6. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $150 

95 Freemark Abbey 2017 Sycamore Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

95 Sojourn 2018 Beckstoffer Georges III Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). From the famous 

valley-floor site, this blockbuster wine is luxurious 
in tannin and silky texture, with remarkably bal-
anced fruit for the warmth of the site and the vin-
tage. Packed in black-cherry, plum and dark-choc-
olate notes, it offers lasting intensity, complexity 
and structure. Enjoy best from 2028–2038. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $145 

94 Anthem Winery 2017 Beckstoffer Las Piedras 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (St. Helena). 

A 100% varietal wine, this is old school in nature, 
with an herbal undercurrent of sage and cedar. 
Lively black pepper, clove and tobacco meet a buzzy 
freshness that matches the ripe intensity and over-
all grip. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $125 

94 Freemark Abbey 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). With small amounts of 

Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this is a 
rounded and rich red with balanced acidity. Dark 
plum, berry and mocha highlight a soft, lush opu-
lence of integrated oak with hints of baking spice 
and tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $80 

94 Laurel Glen 2017 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Sonoma Mountain). With a complex 

structure of firm tannin and substantial length, 
this youthful wine shows a juiciness of currant, a 
complement to the wealth of sage, cedar and pen-
cil shaving that more impactfully define it. Entirely 
varietal, it will age well; enjoy best from 2027 
through 2035. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $90 

94 Laurel Glen 2016 Lot 48 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Sonoma Mountain). A wine made in tiny 

amounts to mark the 48th harvest at the estate, this 
red is sanguine in black olive tapenade and dusty, 
Old World notes of currant and cassis. Well inte-
grated and structured, its tight tannin profile sug-

gests further aging; enjoy best from 2026–2036. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $150 

94 Parrish Family 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Adelaida District). An impressively 

dark color in the glass, this wine bursts forth with 
pure aromas of blackberry, black currant and dark 
cocoa. Suave tannins make for a silky sip, full of 
black cherry cordial, delicate caramel and crushed 
nuts—a very complete and satisfying experience. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

94 Ram’s Gate 2018 Bismark Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Moon Mountain District  Sonoma 

County). This earthy wine offers a complexity 
of tannin and dusty, gravely texture. Black olive, 
blackberry, cedar and mountain sage show its high-
elevation beginnings, which also impart substantial 
weight and structure. The full-bodied intensity can 
use some time to settle further; enjoy best from 
2028–2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $115 

94 Sojourn 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). This is a blend from the great 

Oakville Ranch and two other sites on the valley 
floor, marrying together bright, structured fruit 
with lush opulence in texture. Firm tannins grip a 
full-bodied profile of red currant, cherry and cassis, 
finishing in dried herb and tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

94 Toybox Wine Cellars 2017 Cadden Family 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-

ley). This is a full-bodied and well-structured wine, 
overdelivering on its price point in juicy layers of 
dark cherry, strawberry and currant. Thick, supple 
tannins boost generous tones of toasted oak, cedar 
and tobacco. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

93 Bernardus 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon ( Carmel 
Valley). This is an elegant but inviting spin 

on Cabernet Sauvignon, starting with focused aro-
mas of crisp Bing cherry and warm vanilla. The 
palate’s coffee, cola and blackberry combination 
is both playful and serious, as the darkly roasted 
espresso-bean finish pulls attention back to the taut 
texture. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $50 

93 Daou 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Adelaida 
District). Loads of darkly roasted coffee 

beans and mahogany are layered across hearty berry 
jam on the nose of this bottling. The palate rides a 
deeply savory streak of espresso and charred meat, 
bolstered by a persistent acidity and clinging to a 
dark core of blackberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $85 

93 Duckhorn 2017 Monitor Ledge Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). From an estate prop-

erty and blended with 17% Merlot and smidgens of 
Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this thick, grippy 
red offers lasting intensity and length. Cedar, graph-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  149

ite and baking spice surround a soft, layered mid-
palate of chocolate and blueberry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Duckhorn 2017 Rector Creek Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). From a site in Yount-

ville and blended with 5% Merlot, this bold wine is 
brooding in blackberry, dark plum, mocha and tof-
fee. The tannins are soft and well integrated, making 
for a plush mouthfeel adorned by notes of oak, bak-
ing spice and dark chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

93 Freemark Abbey 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Reductive red fruit, cedar and 

oak combine around an intensely grippy and power-
ful midpalate in this appellation wine. Nuanced ele-
ments of cherry, currant and cassis whisper within 
the layers of tobacco, tomato leaf and fine structure. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $85 

93 Great Bear 2018 Grand Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Yolo County). For full review see 

page 14. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

93 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Block Three 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Hills). For full 

review see page 14. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 Hesperian 2016 PAWA Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This 100% varietal wine is 

high-toned in red fruit and crushed rock, with juicy 
midpalate. Cedar, tomato leaf, tobacco and pen-
cil show its more savory, earthy side of restrained 
 elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $80 

93 Laurel Glen 2018 Counterpoint Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Sonoma Mountain). Crisply focused 

in currant, dried herb and cedar, this is a classically 
structured red that is vibrantly approachable and 
ample to drink in its youth. With just 30% new 
French oak, it delivers forested earthiness and high-
toned freshness that complement each other well 
for a very fair price. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Lexington 2017 Gist Ranch Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). Polished 

boysenberry aromas are ripe and accessible but 
pleasantly smooth on the nose of this bottling. The 
wine lands with more serious flavors of soy, pepper 
and light lavender, as that baked boysenberry tone 
lingers in the background. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 San Simeon 2018 Estate Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). For full review see 

page 16. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

93 Sojourn 2018 Home Ranch Cuvée Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma Valley). Tasting of 

freshly picked blueberries and black currants on a 

summer day, this bold, approachable and richly lay-
ered wine is a blend of several sites, both cool and 
warm. Dried herb, sage and oak rise from the nose 
to show a silkiness of texture and supple tension. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $59 

93 The Farm Winery 2017 Old Union  Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles Willow Creek 

 District). Quite dark in the glass, this is a very seri-
ous expression of Cabernet Sauvignon, with black-
berry, espresso bean and a slight twist of mint on the 
nose. A firm structure gives direction to the sip, full 
of black-cherry, elderberry and violet flavors, with 
a milk chocolate richness emerging on the  finish. 
—M.K.  
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

93 Truchard 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Carne-
ros). For full review see page 17. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

93 Uphill Vineyards 2015 Jimmy’s Dream Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Amador  County). 

For full review see page 17. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

92 Duckhorn 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Howell 
Mountain). This wine was given two years 

in barrel and additional time in bottle, showing 
Old World character elements of cedar, currant and 
dried herb. Resolved tannins provide a foundation 
for layers of lush, rich red fruit, baking spice and a 
touch of graphite. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

92 Great Bear 2018 The Graduate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Yolo County). Delicious, tempt-

ing black-fruit aromas and flavors and a big, velvety 
mouthfeel give this full-bodied wine a lot of presence 
and pleasure. Layers of black cherry,  blackberry, 
mint, clove and ginger give it plenty to savor on the 
palate and through the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

92 Halter Ranch 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
( Adelaida District). Roasted strawberry 

aromas are seasoned with garam masala and san-
dalwood on the nose of this bottling, which includes 
15% Malbec and 10% Petit Verdot. Those brown 
and wood spices enliven the palate as well, where 
a strawberry and red-plum flavor is both fresh and 
roasted. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

92 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Hills). For full review see 

page 18. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

92 J. Lohr 2018 Gean Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Adelaida District). For full review see 

page 18. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

92 Kendall-Jackson 2017 Trace Ridge Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Knights Valley). 

Earthy and herbal in cedar, pencil shaving and sage, 
this wine has thick, firm tannin structure and an 
enduring elegance. Full bodied, it holds its power in 
check, with rich layers of cigar and dark chocolate 
leading to a seamless finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

92 Newton 2018 Unfiltered Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Delivering outstanding value, 

this nuanced, balanced and elegant wine is a show-
case of soft, supple tannin and lovely red and black 
cherry. Leathery texture adds volume and breadth, 
with a touch of grip, building to a finish of light 
spice and tobacco. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $59 

92 Parallel 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
 Valley). Thick, savory and dusty in tannin, 

this overtly ripe, concentrated wine is elusive in 
fruit, preferring to coax oak tones and pencil shav-
ings from its core. Sage, cedar and dried herb weigh 
in, with a rich finishing touch of dark chocolate. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $110 

92 Parallel 2018 Captivator Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). This unabashedly 

ripe and robust wine is 100% varietal and made 
by Philippe Melka and team. Gravel, dust, mocha 
and earthy sage ride atop substantial tannin, with 
length and breadth, strong notes of toasted oak and 
currant. —V.B. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $200 

92 Rusack 2017 Vogelzang Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Happy Canyon of Santa  Barbara). 

Baked red-cherry, rose-petal, crumpled carnation 
and light caramel aromas make for a red-fruit- and 
flower-focused bottling. The fresh raspberry flavors 
are easy to enjoy on the sip, with licorice, cardamom 
and coffee tones adding nuance. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $68 

92 Saint K 2019 Everything Is Under Control 
Rangeland Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Adelaida District). Charcoal, tar and leather aro-
mas kick off the nose on this bottling, which slowly 
releases darker fruit and soy scents as well. The 
sip offers blueberry and violet right away, then 
subtle tannins rise to deliver roasted beef, more 
soy and peppercorn flavors: quite a journey. Drink 
 2023–2034. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 The Farm Winery 2017 Cardinal Old Bailey 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Adelaida 

 District). In a region known for bold wines, this Cab 
is soft and subtle, starting with mellow aromas of 
black cherry, caramel and barrel spice on the nose. 
Medium bodied on the palate, the red-cherry fla-
vors are bolstered by mint, cola and new leather 
elements. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $95 
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92 Uphill Vineyards 2016 Reserve Estate Grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Amador County). This 

big, muscular wine is packed with deep black- 
cherry, dark-chocolate and anise flavors and coated 
with moderate, fine-grained tannins on a full body. 
It needs time to reach its potential; best from 2025. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $39 

92 Wood Family Vineyards 2018 Viva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Livermore Valley). Rich flavors 

of blackberry and black cherry are wrapped in mod-
erate, velvety tannins and spiced with cedar, graph-
ite and dark-chocolate nuances. Great concentration 
and a lingering finish seal the deal. Best from 2025. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

91 Chloe 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (San Lucas). 
This is a great option for a widely available 

bottle. Aromas of freshly smashed boysenberry, 
crushed stone, chiseled wood, tar and caramel lead 
into a palate that’s framed by a chalky texture and 
loaded with milk-chocolate and black-cherry  flavors. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

91 Duckhorn 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther-
ford). Soft and supple on the palate, this 

wine shines in dark, dense layers of black cherry, 
currant and toasted oak. Broad and expansive in its 
richness, it is entirely varietal and aged 16 months 
in French oak, half of it new, and shows lasting 
 touches of leather, clove and vanilla spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

91 Grand Napa 2018 Cellar Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Chalky tannins lead 

the way to dark chocolate and dried herb—a con-
trast that bookends a core of supple, broadly expan-
sive plum, currant and cassis. With 9% Merlot, it 
remains soft and mineral-driven, with an underlying 
earthiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $100 

91 Hestan 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
 Valley). Thick in supple tannins and juicy red 

fruit, this substantially full-bodied wine shows fla-
vors of caramel mocha, toasted oak and clove. Well 
integrated, it delivers powerful intensity and length. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $145 

91 Le P’tit Paysan 2019 Old Vines Cabernet Sau-
vignon (San Benito County). This is a great 

example of Cab done in a more classical style, uti-
lizing old vines for their aromatic and flavor range 
while remaining light on its toes. Aromas of crunchy 
blackberry, pepper and crushed wet stone lead into 
an energetic palate of black plum, chaparral spice 
and cracked pepper. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $25 

91 Le Vigne 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 25. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

91 Oak Farm 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
For full review see page 26. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 Postmark 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 26. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Scattered Peaks 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 27. 

 Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Sculpterra 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Dried cherries, peppercorns, 

damp wood and an array of herbs show on the nose 
of this bottling, which is bolstered by 10% Petite 
Sirah. A finely chiseled structure upholds the pal-
ate, giving edge to the rounded strawberry, cran-
berry and toast flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

91 Uphill Vineyards 2016 Jimmy’s Dream Estate 
Grown Cabernet Sauvignon (Amador County). 

This well-polished, elegant wine offers deep black-
fruit flavors on an almost silky texture. Black cherry 
and blueberry mingle with light cedar, graphite and 
cocoa notes for a complex expression. It’s gently 
wrapped in light tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

90 Allegretto 2017 Allegretto Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Dark and 

intense aromas of blackberry jam show on the nose 
of this very extracted bottling. The palate is fruit-
driven yet wrapped in firm tannins and decorated 
with ample barrel spice, as searing acidity and lico-
rice pumps into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 B.R. Cohn 2019 Silver Label Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (North Coast). For full review see page 

28. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

90 Banshee 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 28. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

90 Charles Krug 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). A fine wine made for an 

attractive price, this opens in rich, perfumed bram-
bles of berry and cherry, with a side note of cassis. 
An herbal undertone provides varietal character 
around soft, supple tannins and rounded approach-
ability. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

90 Eberle 2018 Vineyard Selection Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Dried red-fruit 

aromas are sprinkled with wood spice and charred 
meat on the nose of this bottling. Dark-red-fruit fla-
vors, as if roasted over charcoal, are enhanced with 
pepper spice on the savory palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $26 

90 Geyser Peak 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). For full review see page 35. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $14 

90 Golden Star 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ante-
lope Valley of the California High Desert). 

Cherry-cordial aromas meet with coffee cream and 
mushroom on the extracted nose of this bottling. 
There is richness and textural depth to the pal-
ate, where the creamy berry flavors are dusted in 
black pepper and wrapped in tannins that hold tight 
through the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

90 Grounded Wine Co. 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). For full review see page 36. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

90 Hesperian 2016 Kitoko Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Atlas Peak). This is a full-bod-

ied, 100% varietal wine from high-elevation site. 
Tobacco, tomato leaf and sage complement a well-
integrated layering of black and red currant, cassis 
and firm, silky tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $150 

90 Louis M. Martini 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). For full review see page 31. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Matchbook 2019 Red Gravel Estate Bottled 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Dunnigan Hills). For 

full review see page 36. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

90 Pear Valley 2018 Pear Valley Vineyard 
 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Clean 

and pure aromas of black cherry meet with  roasted 
cocoa nibs on the focused nose of this bottling. 
Polished tannins present ripe black-fruit, tarragon 
and more cocoa flavors, with chalky tannins and 
rising acidity that lead into a slightly bitter, coffee-
streaked finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $36 

90 Roberts & Rogers 2018 Louer Signature 
 Series Cabernet Sauvignon (St. Helena). 

Luxuriously lush and layered in dark cherry, plum 
and dark chocolate, this wine is burly and ripe, made 
from 100% varietal grapes. It holds its undeniable 
weight, finishing supple in tannin and generous oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $65 

90 Silverado 2018 Estate Grown Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 33. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

90 Silverado 2017 Solo Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Stags Leap District). For full review see 

page 33. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 
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90 Stephanie 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Cedar, pencil and tobacco charac-

teristics give this wine an herbaceous earthiness 
that persists through a full-bodied core of concen-
trated currant and toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 V. Sattui 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount 
Veeder). Oak on the nose persists on the 

palate of this wine amidst a flurry of red currant and 
cassis. A foundation of richness and supple tannin 
guide it to a finishing touch of sage. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $92 

90 V. Sattui 2017 Morisoli Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). This wine has 

1% Merlot and is aged in both French and Ameri-
can oak. Dark cherry-berry and cassis highlight 
a lengthy palate of rounded richness and closing 
notes of spicy clove and tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

90 V. Sattui 2017 Vittorio’s Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). This wine offers dense  layers 

of black cherry, strawberry and plum, remaining 
bright on the palate. Firm tannin and standard oak 
give it a foundation of baking spice and vanilla that 
persist through the rounded finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $78 

90 V. Sattui 2016 Morisoli-Borges Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). This 

wine shows classic elements of cedar, tobacco and 
 toasted oak, the flavors built around a muscular 
frame of rigid tannin. Black currant, black cherry 
and baking spice combine well, with hints of black 
pepper and tobacco adding to the complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $175 

90 Vinum 2018 The Insider Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). Soft and expressive 

aromas of strawberry and darker plum meet with 
soil, crushed rocks, anise and dried tarragon on 
the nose of this bottling. Sticky tannins frame the 
savory, smoked fruit flavors of the sip, where hints 
of cracked pepper and charred beef also emerge. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 B.R. Cohn 2018 Silver Label Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (North Coast). This fruity and firmly 

structured wine exudes a vivid cherry-cola aroma 
followed by nicely ripe and concentrated black-
cherry and blueberry flavors. Moderate tannins and 
a hint of acidity keep it lively and appetizing. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

89 Bridlewood 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Fresh aromas of black cherry, root 

beer and light mint are candied but pleasant on 
the nose of this affordable bottling. Juicy flavors of 
cola and more black cherry are easy and smooth. 
 Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

89 Doffo 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Temecula 
Valley). Wild sagebrush aromas meet with 

red cherry, tobacco and cowhide on the nose of this 
bottling. Black plum forms the core of the sip, where 
herbal hits of marjoram, bay leaf and fennel meet 
with lavender florals and a touch of iodine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $67 

89 Doffo 2018 Private Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Temecula Valley). Strong aromas of 

wood, milk chocolate and cherry cordial show on 
the nose of this opulent wine. There’s a dried meat 
and slightly sour leather flavor to the sip, where 
dark-fruit forms the core. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $84 

89 Oak Farm 2018 Tievoli Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Lodi). This handsomely spiced wine offers 

meaty, cedary, black-peppery aromas followed by 
ripe blackberry and grilled beef flavors on an lightly 
gripping texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Olelo 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
 Robles). Affordably priced for regular 

enjoyment, this bottling begins with earthy aromas 
of wet gravel, tar and dark-red fruits. Black plum 
and lavender come alive on the palate, where a floral 
elegance runs into grilled meat flavors by the finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Sextant 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Blackberry-jam and foggy forest-

wood aromas converge on the nose of this bottling. 
There’s a touch of cedar at the tip of the sip, leading 
into a black-pepper-spiced blackberry core, with a 
hint of leather on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 V. Sattui 2017 Dust Up Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). Thick and concentrated in 

currant, plum and dark cherry, this is a ripe, soft 
and supple wine made in small amounts from the 
noted appellation. Oak and tannin are generous and 
integrated within the layers of rich fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $140 

88 Allegretto 2016 Willow Creek Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Tart black-

berry, incense, rose extract and light herbs show on 
the nose of this bottling. The tart and tangy tones of 
plum skin and underripe berry show on the palate, 
lifted by wild tarragon and fennel pollen. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

88 Blackburn Wine Company 2018 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Dark and earthy 

aromas of roasted berry and mahogany converge 
on the nose of this bottling. Dried cranberry and 
strawberry flavors meet with carnation, hibiscus 
and dried herbs on the palate, which also offers a 
salty, roasted meat touch. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

88 Doffo 2013 Concreto Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Temecula). Dark, slightly tart berry aro-

mas meet with cocoa and caramel on the nose of 
this bottling, whose name suggests it was aged in 

concrete. There is a sharp acidity on the palate, 
where tangy blackberry flavors are contained by 
chunky tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $175 

88 Hesperian 2016 Witha Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Entirely varietal, this wine 

is herbaceous, earthy and Old World in style, with 
a restrained ripeness that appeals. Cedar, sage and 
clove highlight a balanced midpalate of tart currant 
and cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $100 

88 Lorenzi Estate 2016 Double Down Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Temecula Valley). Very 

dark aromas of elderberry jam compete for atten-
tion with savory wood oil scents on the nose of this 
bottling. The wood wins out on the palate, where 
cedar shavings dominate the flavor profile, shading 
the black-plum and dark-berry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $95 

88 Monroy 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Chalk 
Hill). This is an earthy, herbal and Old 

World styled wine, lively in acidity with layers of 
sage, cedar and menthol. With currant and cassis 
fruitiness it finds a complement of quiet richness 
and length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $80 

88 Paradise Ridge 2015 Barrel Select Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rockpile). Thick and leathery, 

this wine shows an abundance of earthiness and 
herbal components, with a soft, supple tension to 
the tannins. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

88 Raywood 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Central 
Coast). Dark aromas of elderberry, lavender 

and wood spice are prominent on the nose of this 
bottling. There’s a hint of elderflower on the palate, 
with muddled plum and light pepper spices as well. 
Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $9 

88 Sebastiani 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (North 
Coast). This full-bodied and moderately 

tannic wine boasts bold red- and black-fruit flavors 
shaded by nuances of bay leaf, toasted oak and nut-
meg. It’s big and sturdy for pairing with rich proteins. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

88 V. Sattui 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Juicy, rich and approachable, this 

wine includes 11% Petit Verdot and small amounts 
of Malbec and Cabernet Franc. Together they form a 
concentrated core of dark cherry, plum and vanilla 
bean, with thick tannins throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $52 

88 Wilson Creek 2014 Gerry’s Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Temecula Valley). Baked cherry, 

old book and woody earth aromas show on the nose 
of this bottling. There is a strong wood-spice char-
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acter to the sip, which also shows dried dark berry 
and light caramel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

87 Clay Shannon 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa County-Lake County). Obvious 

charred oak aromas and flavors give this full-bod-
ied and moderately tannic wine a smoky, peppery, 
cedary flavor profile that subdues its varietal-fruit 
expression. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

87 Emerald Hills 2018 Tender Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). Very tangy blackberry 

and cherry aromas are warmed by licorice on the 
nose of this bottling. The palate is also very tangy 
with berry flavors, as a hint of rooibos-tea adds 
nuance. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Gordon Ramsay 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). A very fruity style 

on the nose, this bottling begins with aromas of 
cherry and strawberry along with licorice and 
espresso bean. The palate is quite tart, with under-
ripe red-fruit flavors and slightly sour herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

87 Gordon Ramsay 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(California). Tart aromas of black plum and 

crushed flowers show on the nose of this bottling. 
The palate is also tart and tangy with cranberry, 
 orange-rind and garden-herb flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

87 Hallmark Channel 2019 Jingle Cabernet Sau-
vignon (California). This big but easygoing 

wine is packed with grapey, jammy aromas and 
milk-chocolate-accented-blackberry flavors. Light 
tannins and a rather soft texture keep it atypically 
breezy for a Cab. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $11 

87 Rodney Strong 2017 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Alexander Valley). Reductive and gen-

erously ripe and rich, this wine offers opening notes 
of soy, tobacco and cedar, following in thick layers of 
blackberry jam and mocha. The oak is generous and 
toasted, adding components of cola vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

86 1850 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Fair Play). Tight, tannic and overflowing 

with oak spices, this full-bodied wine is almost 
chewy. Cedar, vanilla and cinnamon meet balsamic 
flavors on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

86 Hall Ranch 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Paso 
Robles). Dried earth, tar and jammy fruits 

come across as slightly aged on the nose of this bot-
tling. Flavors of cola, dried cherry and prune ride a 
slightly flat texture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

86 Highlands 41 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Dried violets, black plum, 

sandalwood and a hint of raisin show on the nose of 
this bottling. Prune and tobacco-leaf flavors come 
through on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

86 Longitude 120 West 2018 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). Dusty earth, dried berry 

and herb aromas kick off this bottling. The palate is 
slightly funky in earth tones, but also shows candid 
red cherry and cinnamon spice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

86 Reilly Family Vineyard 2018 Veeder House 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Mount Veeder). 

A  thick, substantially weighty and ripe wine, this 
shows dried herb, currant and sage from the moun-
tain appellation. Earthy, the oak is prominent. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $90 

86 Sean Minor 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (North 
Coast). Smoked meat and charred wood 

aromas lead to dramatic, smoky, black-peppery fla-
vors and underlying black-cherry and black-olive 
notes in this full-bodied wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

86 Sebastiani 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
( Alexander Valley). Simple and jammy, 

with sweet tannins, this is an easygoing, approach-
able wine with dense layers of dark berry and oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $40 

85 Myka 2018 Granite Springs Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Fair Play). Earth and barn-

yard aromas give this full-bodied wine a funky spin, 
while cedar and balsamic flavors offer some com-
plexity and a decadent touch. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

84 Di Arie 2016 Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (El Dorado). This smooth and fully 

mature wine offers dusty brown-sugar aromas and 
fairly light herb and stewed fruit flavors on a medium 
body. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $39 

83 Oak Grove 2019 Family Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). Medium bodied and 

soft, this rather candy-flavored wine adds cherry-
syrup flavors to cola aromas for a pop-style approach. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

CABERNET FRANC

94 I. Brand & Family 2018 Bayly Ranch Cabernet 
Franc (Paicines). This is a sprightly, textural, 

mineral-driven bottling that’s immediately fascinat-
ing yet will be a joy to watch evolve. Light in the glass, 
it begins with aromas of cranberry, nori wrap, herb-
dusted strawberry and a hint of dried blood. The 
palate shows a rusty edge, offering dried strawberry, 
crumpled oregano and a hint of green peppercorn. 
Drink now through 2034. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $30 

93 Halcyon 2019 Barsotti Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (El Dorado). This quietly powerful 

wine holds its complex array of flint, black cherry, 
toasted oak and black currant in a velvety but firm 
texture of fine-grained tannins that bodes well for 
aging. It is tempting, complex and a little restrained 
at this young age. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

93 Halcyon 2019 Camino Alto Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (El Dorado). This focused, concen-

trated and pure-tasting wine celebrates the grape 
variety’s natural red- and black-fruit flavors and 
enticing accents of bay leaf and black olive. It is well 
balanced, firmly textured with fine-grained tannins 
and only subtly oaky, giving it an uncomplicated 
elegance. Best from 2025. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

93 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Cabernet 
Franc (Red Hills). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $65 

92 Bumgarner 2018 Cabernet Franc (El Dorado). 
Attractive oak spices in the aroma and 

seductive ripe fruit and warm baking spices on 
the palate give this full-bodied and broad-textured 
wine plenty of allure. Cinnamon, clove and nutmeg 
join the black-cherry flavors for a soft, harmonious 
expression. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

91 J. Lohr 2018 Home Ranch Cabernet Franc 
(Paso Robles Estrella District). For full review 

see page 24. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

91 Luna Hart 2017 Cabernet Franc (Santa  Barbara 
County). Dark  strawberry and cranberry aro-

mas meet with a pinch of oregano on the nose of this 
bottling. There’s a grippy feel to the palate, where 
tangy red fruit meet with seared orange-rind fl avors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $34 

91 Pianetta 2018 Lockwood Valley Vineyard 
 Cabernet Franc (San Antonio Valley).  Layers 

of herb, baked dark fruit, turned earth and carna-
tion show on the dynamic nose of this bottling. 
Braised boysenberry flavors on the palate are topped 
with minty tarragon, providing juicy but herbal and 
 complex. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $38 

89 Vincent Vineyards 2018 Family Reserve 
Cabernet Franc (Los Olivos District). Subtle 

raspberry aromas meet with a touch of fennel on 
the nose of this bottling. It’s rich on the palate, with 
baked blackberry and hints of pepper and dried 
herb. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

88 Mediterranean Vineyards 2018 Harry’s Hill 
Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Fair Play). This 

firmly textured wine boasts tight black-cherry and 
black-pepper flavors held by grippy tannins that 
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will need time or a rich risotto or braised meat dish 
with which to pair. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

MERLOT

90 Bernardus 2019 Merlot (Carmel Valley). 
Fruit-forward aromas of strawberry juice, 

light mint and cola pop on the juicy nose of this 
bottling. The palate is also loaded with ripe and 
smashed red fruits, lifted by a touch of sarsaparilla, 
proving easy to quaff. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

90 Charles Krug 2018 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
Softly layered in dense flavors of blueberry, 

mocha and baking spice, this is a food-friendly 
wine, with supple tannins and integrated oak. It 
holds its full-bodied weight and concentration well, 
adding 11% Cabernet Sauvignon into the mix. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

90 Longboard 2018 DaKine Vineyard Merlot 
(Russian River Valley). With 13% Malbec, 

this estate wine is earthy in cedar, dried herb and 
sage, with a touch of youthful grip. Dark-cherry, 
plum and tobacco notes provide luxurious contrast 
to the chocolatey finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

90 Maddalena 2019 Estate Reserve Merlot 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 31. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Paradise Ridge 2015 Merlot (Russian River 
Valley). Given some time in bottle, this 

red is earthy in compost with layers of juicy plum 
and dark currant. Soft, with concentrated richness, 
it shows just enough oak to add spice and weight. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

89 Reign 2018 Merlot (Napa Valley). This is 
a Cab-esque Merlot aged 18 months in 

French oak. Generous tannin, cedar and clove meet 
a swath of powerful plum and blueberry dipped in 
chocolate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

88 OG de Négoce 2017 No. 04 Merlot (Napa 
Valley). Robust tannins wrap around a den-

sity of rich black fruit in this approachable wine. 
Cedar, tobacco and a length of toasty oak provide 
additional weight and breadth. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $NA 

87 Rutherford Hill 2018 Merlot (Napa Valley). 
With Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot, 

Cabernet Franc and Syrah within the blend, this 
wine is tightly wound in dry tannin and thick, 
reductive oak. Tomato leaf, cedar and a hint of game 
adorn a full-bodied core of blueberry and plum. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

84 Hawley 2017 Hawley Vineyard Merlot (Dry 
Creek Valley). With a sizable 24% Cabernet 

Franc in the blend, this wine is raisiny and choco-
late covered, with a dull, stewed quality. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

MALBEC

93 Villa San-Juliette 2018 Malbec (Paso  Robles). 
Dark in the glass, this bottling shows hearty 

blackberry aromas with touches of chipped graph-
ite. Focused and framed by chiseled tannins on the 
palate, it offers dark strawberry, plum and boysen-
berry flavors, lifted by acidity and a streak of stony 
minerality. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

91 Pear Valley 2018 Pear Valley Vineyard Malbec 
(Paso Robles). Fresh black-currant aromas 

are cut by mint and fennel pollen on the nose of this 
bottling. There’s a dense plum-pudding and licorice 
flavor on the sip, where those minty edges give lift 
to the creamy (while balanced) core. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

91 Tizona by Bokisch 2018 Linden Ridge  Vineyard 
Malbec (Lodi). This delicious and well- 

balanced wine deftly blends rich, plump black fruit 
flavors with abundant soft tannins for a mouth-fill-
ing, mouthcoating effect that leads to a lingering fin-
ish. Easy to appreciate and enjoy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $32 

90 Twisted Cedar 2019 Malbec (California). 
This full-bodied wine packs a big punch of 

potent pepper, blackberry, cranberry and molasses 
flavors, generously spiced with cinnamon, clove and 
cedar. Firm tannins make it appropriate for juicy, 
rich dishes. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $15 

88 Berryessa Gap 2018 Malbec (Yolo County). 
This ripe and full-bodied wine is flavorful, 

firmly tannic and offers tart cherry, black-cherry 
and iron flavors that seem tightly held. Time will 
mellow it, so best after 2025. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $22 

85 Allegretto 2017 Ayres Family Reserve Malbec 
(Paso Robles). This wine is very acetic on 

the nose and the palate, starting with aromas of 
black-plum skin and vinegar before the palate is 
consumed with tartness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

PETIT VERDOT

94 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Petit Verdot 
(Red Hills). For full review see page 10. Cel-

lar Selection. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

93 Tizona by Bokisch 2018 Patriot Oak Vineyard 
Petit Verdot (Clements Hills). This is a big, 

chewy, boldly flavored wine from the heady aroma of 

dried fruits, roasted chestnuts and molasses through 
the smoky, peppery, cooked-plum flavors. A warm 
wrap of fine-grained tannins is mouthcoating and 
velvety. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

91 Vincent Vineyards 2018 Family Reserve Petit 
Verdot (Los Olivos District). Dark, liquefied 

cherry aromas meet with strong cedar, mahogany 
and rose-extract aromas on the nose of this reserve 
bottling. The wood-spice character extends to the 
palate, where a compelling tension carries black-
plum, salt and pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 J. Lohr 2018 Home Ranch Petit Verdot (Paso 
Robles Estrella District). For full review see 

page 30. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

SYRAH

96 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Serine Sauvage 
Gabilan Mountain Syrah (Monterey). A 

small batch of wine from the Coastview Vineyard, 
this bottling begins with smashed boysenberry 
and elderberry on the nose, spiced up by loads of 
cracked black peppercorns, iodine and lavender. It’s 
an extremely cool-climate expression on the palate, 
loaded with elderberry, more cracked pepper and 
lively purple flowers. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $45 

95 Halcón 2019 Alturas Estate Syrah (Yorkville 
Highlands). Complex, vivid aromas and 

deep, intricate flavors make this medium- to full-
bodied wine fascinating to taste. Overflowing with 
concentrated notes of rosemary, pine, charred oak 
and blackberry juice, it balances that abundance 
with good acidity and moderate tannins. It should 
be best from 2025. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

95 Hartford 2015 Outer Limits Vineyard Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 7. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

95 Jaffurs 2018 Larner Vineyard Syrah ( Ballard 
Canyon). Lavender, pepper dust and crushed 

boysenberry aromas make for a spicy, fresh and 
savory nose on this single-vineyard expression. 
There’s firm and compelling tension on the palate, 
which frames the fresh purple-fruit, licorice-flake 
and cracked pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

95 Luna Hart 2018 Hinnrich’s Vineyard Syrah 
(Ballard Canyon). Roasted lamb, grilled 

plum and fig, cracked pepper and anise candy aro-
mas make for lavish yet spicy entry to the nose of 
this bottling by Gretchen Voelcker. Smoothly pol-
ished on the palate, the wine’s rich charred fig, chai 
spice, mocha and boar flesh make for a memorable 
experience. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 
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95 Rusack 2016 Icon Clone 877 Syrah (Ballard 
Canyon). This 24-case bottling, which spent 

34 months in French oak, begins with deep aromas 
of black currant, vanilla and clove. It’s power is 
more on the silky palate, where smooth, polished 
tannins present flavors of black plum, baked black-
berry and baking spice. This is a good example of 
Syrah being rich, yet with depth and form. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $125 

94 A. Toraño 2017 El Duende Jemrose Vineyard 
Syrah (Bennett Valley). Made by winemaker 

Patrick Sullivan, this Rhône-inspired wine is gamy 
in garrigue, iron and a hint of petrol. Thick and 
richly built, it is powerfully muscular and richly 
layered, with lasting spiciness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

94 Jeff Cohn 2018 Domaine des Chirats Rock-
pile Vineyard Syrah (Rockpile). With 30% 

whole-cluster fermentation and 30% new French 
oak aging, this wine opens in barnyard-like earth, 
lavender and black and white pepper. Intensely 
savory and varietal, it is feral and gamy, made in 
collaboration with French winemaker Yves Cuil-
leron. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

94 Sinor-LaVallee 2017 Estate Syrah (San Luis 
Obispo County). Savory aromas of dried 

beef and teriyaki-pepper marinade are almost gritty 
on the nose of this wine, rounded out by rich black 
plum. The cracked pepper flavor accelerates on 
the plummy palate, picking up lavender and violet 
 elements, with a pinch of dried herbs on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

94 Sinor-LaVallee 2017 White Label Bassi Vine-
yard Syrah (San Luis Obispo County). Dried 

and raw meat aromas meet with black plum, car-
damom pods, violet and white pepper on the vivid 
nose of this bottling. The palate is awash in herbs 
and spice, from thyme and oregano to black pepper-
corns, with intriguing touches of charred lamb and 
snappy back plum arising as well. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $46 

94 Stolpman 2018 The Great Places Ruben 
 Solorzano Syrah (Ballard Canyon). This spe-

cial bottling in honor of vineyard manager Ruben 
Solorzano begins with aromas of roasted boysen-
berry, black pepper and crumpled purple flowers. 
There’s a rustic, almost gritty tannic structure to 
the sip, which will smooth with time to allow the 
spicy black-pepper, strong acidity and jammy fruit 
flavors to better coalesce. Drink 2023–2038. Cellar 
Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $98 

94 Wild Diamond 2018 Dumb Luck Syrah (Lake 
County). For full review see page 12. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

93 Dunites 2018 Spanish Springs Vineyard Syrah 
(San Luis Obispo County). Incredibly inviting 

aromas of dark berry and violet are slathered across 
an array of spices, from licorice and cardamom to 
black pepper on the nose of this one-puncheon bot-
tling. The palate is bursting with acidity and firm 
in tannins, delivering flavors of berry, rosemary, 
seared game and teriyaki. Drink now through 2033. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

93 El Lugar 2018 Spanish Springs Vineyard 
Syrah (San Luis Obispo County). Strong 

campfire aromas meet with tar and elderberry on 
the woody, savory nose of this bottling. There’s a 
reductive quality to the sip, where iodine, kelp and 
uncracked peppercorn flavors add nuanced to the 
toasted fruit and toasted hardwood core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $52 

93 Jaffurs 2019 Syrah (Santa Barbara County). 
This appellation blend always holds its own 

against the winery’s single-vineyard expressions. 
Elegantly rich while fresh on the nose with black-
berry sauce, lilac and savory pepper spice, it leads 
into a polished palate of smooth but firm tannins 
that frame the baked boysenberry, cardamom, mace 
and clove flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $29 

93 Kale 2017 Hyde Vineyard Syrah (Carneros). 
Floral and perfumed, this red was fer-

mented in large puncheons with 3% Grenache and 
1% Viognier. Fully fruity with mineral undertones 
and aromas of violet, the palate is awash in thick, 
integrated tannin power and bright highlights of 
wild strawberry and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $80 

93 Longboard 2017 Syrah (Russian River V alley). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 Ram’s Gate 2018 Durell Vineyard Syrah 
( Sonoma Coast). Entirely varietal, from the 

famous coastal-influenced site, this hearty red is 
earthy in rose petal, compost and garrigue. With a 
gamy meatiness and gorgeous hits of white pepper, 
it has a rich layering of oak and caramel on the back 
of the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

93 Ram’s Gate 2018 Hyde Vineyard Syrah 
(Carneros). Earthy in garrigue and turned 

earth, the great vineyard shines through in this 
spicy, textured and lovingly bold, full-bodied wine. 
Strawberry, plum and leather glide along a soft pal-
ate of intensity and length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

93 Samuel Louis Smith 2019 Sandstone Terrace 
Syrah (Santa Cruz Mountains). A blend of 

fruit from the Gali and Zayante vineyards, this is a 
firmly built Syrah, starting with aromas of freshly 
smashed elderberry and boysenberry as well as dried 
meat, tar and cracked peppercorn. There is a taut 
tension to the sip, where precise black  raspberry 

and rose-petal flavors pair up. Drink 2022–2032. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

92 Bellante 2018 Watch Hill Vineyard Reserve 
Syrah (Santa Barbara County). Roasted plum 

and berry meet with smoke, wood spice and pie-
crust aromas on the rich nose of this bottling. The 
roasted red-fruit flavors of the palate are enhanced 
by peppercorns, kelp and iodine aspects, as comfort-
ing tannins hold everything together. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

92 Donnachadh 2018 Syrah (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Crumpled violets, charred meat, loamy soil 

and asphalt aromas make for a heady nose on this 
bottling. The palate’s boysenberry core is wrapped 
in charred wood, crushed rocks and roasted meat. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $55 

92 Sequum 2017 Kidd Ranch Syrah (Napa V alley). 
For full review see page 21. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $54 

92 Sinor-LaVallee 2017 Whole Cluster Bassi 
Vineyard Syrah (San Luis Obispo County). 

Dark aromas of jammy blackberry, cardamom, cof-
fee bean and bay leaf leap from the glass on the nose 
of this bottling. The flavors are rich and jammy yet 
heavily spiced, combining baked fruit with damp 
sagebrush and chai elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Bellante 2018 Jack McGinley Vineyard  Reserve 
Syrah (Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). 

 Subtle aromas of black raspberry are much more 
shy than would be expected from this warmer vine-
yard on the nose of this bottle. Berry-paste and bak-
ing-spice flavors meet with some purple flowers on 
the palate, which is also mellow. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

91 Bellante 2018 Tierra Alta Vineyard Reserve 
Syrah (Ballard Canyon). Polished Bing cherry 

aromas meet with rose extract, chai and toast on 
the nose of this single-vineyard expression from 
the northern end of the appellation. The palate runs 
from seared cherries to toasted wood, caramel and a 
touch of game. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

91 Kendall-Jackson 2019 Jackson Estate Alisos 
Hills Syrah (Santa Barbara County). From the 

Barham Vineyard, this bottling begins with deep 
and dark aromas of black currant, blackberry and 
purple flowers on the nose. The palate is loaded 
with candied purple fruit and flowers, cut by a line 
of intranet acidity and rounded with a bit of smoke. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

91 Last Light 2019 Derbyshire Vineyard Syrah 
(San Luis Obispo County). Rounded aromas of 

blackberry jam, lavender and white pepper make for 
a fresh entry to the nose of this bottling. It’s taut on 
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the palate, offering purple-fruit, violet and lavender 
flavors against a strong acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $34 

91 Longboard 2018 Savage Coast Syrah ( Russian 
River Valley). With a perfumed nose and 

palate of fruity dark cherry and citrus, this wine 
is bright and light, with a hearty undercurrent of 
power. Dried herb, white pepper and garrigue make 
a play for the palate, finishing in a cohesive whole. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

91 Sinor-LaVallee 2017 Black Label Bassi Vine-
yard Syrah (San Luis Obispo County). Smoky 

black-fruit aromas meet with squid ink and iodine 
on the savory nose of this bottling, which is potent 
with alcohol and starting to show a touch of age. 
Boisterous flavors of roasted meat and cracked pep-
per make for a bruiser of a wine, impressive in both 
cohesion and power. —M.K. 
abv: 16.8% Price: $46 

91 Topa Mountain Winery 2017 John Sebas-
tiano Vineyard Syrah (Santa Ynez Valley). 

Smoked cherry-compote and strawberry aromas 
meet with chai spices on the open-ended nose of 
this fruit-forward bottling. The palate is smoothed 
out texturally, offering lavish baked blackberry and 
black-cherry aromas, dusted in vanilla, caramel and 
coffee-cream spices. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Acorn 2017 Axiom Alegria Vineyards Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). A thick, reductive 

and concentrated wine from the producer’s estate, 
this is a field blend of several clones of Syrah with 
2% Viognier. Supple tannins underlie a hearty 
fruit core of strawberry and raspberry, aged in both 
French and Hungarian oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

90 Berryessa Gap 2018 Syrah (Yolo County). 
Rich in fruit and velvety in texture, this 

medium- to full-bodied wine braces its delicious 
blackberry and black-plum flavors with fine-grained 
tannins for a wonderful, mouthfilling effect. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Villa San-Juliette 2018 Syrah (Paso Robles). 
Dried cherries, milk chocolate and soil aro-

mas are layered and plush on the nose, though start-
ing to show early age. The palate pops with black 
currant and blackberry, with strong licorice spice 
and a late-rising acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

90 Wilson Creek 2018 Cammi Ridge Vineyard 
Syrah (Temecula Valley). Candied black-

plum and Concord grape-syrup aromas are rich and 
fruity on the nose of this bottling. The palate is ripe, 
rich and full of flavors, offering black currant and 
solid earth spice, proving thick in mouthfeel. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $65 

88 Antler Hill 2018 Syrah (Dry Creek Valley). 
This wine opens with a great nose of lico-

rice and lavender, presenting an earthy, herbal 
entrée. The palate follows in supple, simple blue-
berry fruit and toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Castle Rock 2019 Syrah (Lodi). This enjoy-
able, well-structured and full-bodied wine 

offers flinty, earthy aromas and slightly tart cran-
berry, blackberry and blackpepper flavors. Moderate 
tannins give it a grippy mouthfeel. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

87 Isolde’s Rapture 2017 Syrah (Monterey 
 County). Tangy aromas of black raspberry 

smell a bit acetic on the nose of this bottling. The 
wine is a bit smoother on the palate, with hints of 
lavender and thyme, but the tart raspberry tone is 
strong. —M.K.  
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

86 1850 2018 Syrah (El Dorado). This full-
bodied wine shows plenty of concentrated 

black fruits and oaky, mature accents of vanilla, 
 cedar and balsamic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

GRENACHE

94 A Tribute to Grace 2018 Shake Ridge Ranch 
Grenache (Sierra Foothills). Raspberry-

sorbet aromas are edged out by crushed rocks and 
turned soil on the nose of this bottling. It’s flashy 
on the palate, where acid powers the cherry and 
cranberry flavors through orange rind and chalky 
 tannins into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

94 Benovia 2018 Grenache (Sonoma  Mountain). 
This 100% varietal wine is fruity and 

earthy in equal measure, with balance and complex-
ity at its core. Lavender, sage, dried herb and white 
pepper adorn a smooth, inviting midpalate of straw-
berry and blackberry that delve into a hint of game 
and garrigue. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

94 Piazza Family 2019 Bella Vista Vineyard 
Grenache (Ballard Canyon). This fresh and 

zesty bottling defines West Coast glou-glou, starting 
with aromas of crushed rocks, cola spice, cherry and 
hibiscus. The stony minerality invades the palate, 
giving depth to the tart cranberry, dried oregano 
and white-pepper flavors that sail down the gullet. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $38 

92 Grey Stack 2018 Four Brothers Vineyard 
 Grenache (Bennett Valley). Made from a tiny 

field blend dominated by Grenache but also includ-
ing Syrah, Carignan and Petite Sirah, among others, 
this small-production red tastes of freshly picked 
strawberries seasoned in Meyer lemon. Light, bright 
and earthy, it shows varietal spiciness and rounded 
tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

92 Hungry Hawk 2019 Estate Grenache (San  
 Diego County). This estate bottling is about 

as good as modern San Diego County winemaking 
gets. Light in the glass, the wine begins with aromas 
of ripe plum, pomegranate, fruit punch and sumac 
on the nose. It’s tighter on the palate, combining 
red-fruit and potpourri flavors with baked earth 
and chaparral spice. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

92 Jeff Cohn 2018 El Diablo Vineyard Grenache 
(Russian River Valley). This is a thick, rich 

and textured wine, which aged 18 months in neutral 
French oak. With 40% whole-cluster fermentation, 
it is bold in wild strawberry, lavender and licorice, 
with thick walls of tannin and peppery spice. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

92 Old Creek Ranch 2018 Spanish Springs Vine-
yard Grenache (San Luis Obispo County). 

A richer style of Grenache, this is brooding on the 
nose with ripe boysenberry, smoky plum, licorice 
and barbecue-sauce aromas. The palate is rich and 
savory, offering roasted boysenberry and pie-crust 
flavors in a rustic way. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

92 Stolpman 2019 Grenache (Ballard Canyon). 
Dark black-plum and lighter violet tones 

mesh into crushed gravel and fresh rose oil on the 
nose of this estate bottling. The wine is young and 
tight on the palate, full of zesty fruit flavors of black 
raspberry, plum and orange rind, with tannins that 
need some patience and pepper spice that pushes 
into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Dunites 2018 Slide Hill Vineyard Grenache 
(Edna Valley). Restrained aromas of black 

plum, violet and lavender are pleasant if shy on the 
nose of this bottling. The palate is very floral, offer-
ing more lavender, as well as purple acai fruit, all 
wrapped in fairly aggressive, clingy tannins. It will 
improve with patience. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Sculpterra 2019 Grenache (Paso Robles). 
 Always a solid representation of this grape 

from a warmer climate, this bottling begins with 
earthy aromas of crumpled rose petals, dried red 
currants, a heap of dark soil and a touch of baking 
spice on the nose. The palate is ripe and loaded with 
baked strawberry and cherry, topped with carda-
mom cream and chai dust. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

91 Villa San-Juliette 2018 Grenache (Paso 
 Robles). Soft plummy aromas of strawberry 

and cinnamon-roll spices kick off the nose on this 
bottling. There is a decent tension to the palate, 
giving structure to the generous French toast spice, 
currant and strawberry flavors, all cleaned up by a 
splash of acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

90 Lava Vine 2016 Grenache (Calistoga). This 
medium-bodied, fruity red offers earthy 
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tones of strawberry, red licorice and rounded oak, 
the robust midpalate settling into a smooth, well-
integrated and cohesive whole. Baking-spice notes 
season it well. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

84 Charles B. Mitchell 2019 Reserve Clos De 
Lac Grenache (El Dorado). This simple and 

sweet wine blends strawberry, cooked plums and a 
touch of maple syrup on a soft, sugary texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

MOURVÈDRE

91 Wilson Creek 2018 Reserve Mourvèdre (Tem-
ecula Valley ). Subtle and simple aromas of 

red cherries, light rose and mild caramel are uplift-
ing and likable on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
a firm structure to the palate, where chalky, sticky 
tannins and brisk acidity frame the fresh and zippy 
flavors of red fruit, cinnamon and oak. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

90 Hungry Hawk 2018 Mourvèdre (San Diego 
County). Brisk aromas of cranberry, hibis-

cus, rose petal, dried citrus peel and tea leaf make 
for an intriguing nose on this bottling. There’s a 
leathery grip to the sip, where simple cranberry and 
rose-petal flavors are spiced by marjoram, making 
for a cohesive experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $50 

88 Bellante 2018 Camp 4 Vineyard Mourvèdre 
(Los Olivos District). Tart and tangy aromas 

of dark boysenberry are rounded by warm hints of 
oak and caramel on the nose of this bottling. There 
is more power to the sip, where ripe and roasted 
berries and black plums are wrapped in creamy tan-
nins, with star anise and licorice spice that lead into 
a balsamic finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

88 Sunstone 2019 Mourvèdre (Santa Ynez 
 Valley). There’s a funky streak to the nose 

of this bottling, starting with aromas of pomegran-
ate, baked soil and smoked wood. That wild funk 
comes through on the palate as well, with smoky red 
fruits, gamy lamb and damp earth flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

CARIGNAN

90 Donkey & Goat 2019 Testa Vineyard Carignan 
(Mendocino). This smooth, elegant, har-

monious wine blends subtle, delicious elements of 
plums, cherries and light baking spices in a very fresh 
texture. It’s medium bodied and well balanced. —J.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $30 

90 Sans Wine Co NV Carignan (Mendocino). 
This exuberant, natural-style wine 

explodes with fresh blackberry aromas and follows 
with tangy, bright blackberry and raspberry flavors 

on a lively, gently tannic texture. A touch of earthi-
ness is typical for no-sulfites-added wines. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Fortino 2018 Carignan (Santa Clara Valley). 
Crushed grape seed, clove, black pepper and 

dusty herb aromas meet with an extract fruit tone 
on the nose of this bottling. Ripe black and dark red 
fruits liven up the sip, which is sprinkled with pep-
pery spices. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

86 Sans Wine Co 2020 Poor Ranch Vineyards 
Coyote Rock Carbonic Carignan ( Mendocino). 

A strong earthy, grapey aroma leads to gutsy black-
berry flavors in this full-bodied and slightly tannic 
natural-style wine. It’s certainly robust in fruitiness 
and lively in texture. No sulfites were added. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10/375 ml 

PETITE SIRAH

94 Hawk and Horse Vineyards 2017 Petite Sirah 
(Red Hills). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

93 Berryessa Gap 2018 Durif (Yolo County). For 
full review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 Berryessa Gap 2018 Petite Sirah (Yolo 
 County). Elegant is not the usual way to 

describe a Petite Sirah, but this well-polished and 
well-balanced wine from winemaker Nicole Salengo 
deserves the adjective. It brings blackberry, black 
pepper and subtle wood-char flavors that nestle 
nicely in moderate, soft tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

92 Parducci 2019 True Grit Reserve Petite Sirah 
(Mendocino). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Parducci 2019 Small Lot Petite Sirah (Men-
docino County). For full review see page 35. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

91 Rowdy Bush 2019 Petite Sirah (Lodi). Bold, 
ripe and fruity, this full-bodied wine is 

focused on blackberry and blueberry flavors and 
accented by dark chocolate and baking spices for 
a nicely complex and layered effect. Ample fine-
grained tannins give a satisfying, rich mouthfeel. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $15 

89 Villa San-Juliette 2018 Petite Sirah (Paso 
Robles). Baked black-cherry, cola and car-

damom aromas invite the nose into this rich bot-
tling. Cassis and kirsch flavors show on the palate, 
where a full spice rack of clove, cardamom and 
v anilla fill in the holes. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $40 

88 Lorenzi Estate 2017 The Swale Reserve  Petite 
Sirah (Temecula Valley). This is a very ripe 

and extracted expression, starting with aromas of 
prune, nutmeg, clove and more Christmas spices. 
It’s thick and lavish on the palate, where roasted 
prune flavors are spiced heavily by cardamom, clove 
and mole. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $65 

88 Martin Ranch 2017 Therese Vineyards  Victoria 
Denice Vineyard Petite Sirah (Santa Clara 

Valley). Thick aromas of black currant meet with 
savory streaks of dried meat and strong scents of 
crushed cloves on the nose of this bottling. The pal-
ate is overloaded with barrel spices, as mace, clove 
and star anise rise above the fruit and herb flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $37 

88 Oak Grove 2019 Family Reserve Petite Sirah 
(California). For full review see page 37. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

88 San Simeon 2018 Petite Sirah (Paso Robles). 
Baked prune and mulberry aromas pick up 

a coffee streak on the nose of this bottling. It’s ripe 
on the palate, rolling with baked berry, plum, toffee 
and cocoa flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

83 1850 2018 Petite Sirah (Fair Play). Mature 
aromas of sunbaked earth and cedar are 

followed by an intensely tannic palate and flavors 
of balsamic, black pepper and wood smoke in this 
rough-hewn wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

TEMPRANILLO

93 Robert Renzoni 2017 Tempranillo (Temecula 
Valley). This hearty grape can handle the 

region’s warmer weather, and delivers dark-plum, 
roasted berry and nutmeg spice on the nose. Tightly 
woven tannins frame black-plum and cassis flavors 
on the sip, where barrel aging impacts strong ele-
ments of clove and smoked meat. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

92 Bumgarner 2016 Tempranillo (El Dorado). 
Earthy and alluring, this full-bodied and 

deeply concentrated wine offers tobacco, cedar and 
roasted fruit aromas, dark berry and plum flavors 
and accents of toasted oak, black pepper and anise. 
Its complexity and depth are impressive. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Uphill Vineyards 2016 Estate Grown Tempra-
nillo (Amador County). Dense with flavor 

and tannins, but smooth around the edges, this 
full-bodied wines sports deep blackberry, dried 
plum and light woodsmoke flavors. A wealth of fine-
grained tannins makes it almost chewy, but they 
melt nicely on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 
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91 Golden Star 2018 Tempranillo (Antelope 
 Valley of the California High Desert). The 

Antelope Valley is a very desert-like place to grow 
grapes, but hearty varieties such as Tempranillo 
seem to thrive. Aromas of baked plum, berry and fig 
are sprinkled in mulling spices on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate is wrapped in leathery tannins, 
delivering flavors of black pepper, tobacco and dark-
plum fruit. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Olivia Brion 2016 Les Vagabondes Shake 
Ridge Ranch Vineyard Tempranillo (Amador 

County). Very good fruit concentration and velvety 
tannins give a mouth-filling intensity to this full-
bodied wine, which was cellared longer than most 
before its release. The ripe black-fruit flavors are 
lifted by a slightly grippy texture and everything is 
in good balance. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $36 

91 Pear Valley 2018 Pear Valley Vineyard Tempra-
nillo (Paso Robles). Leathery aromas of sad-

dle meet with savory charred meat and dark-currant 
and elderberry fruit on the nose of this bottling. The 
palate is cohesive in both structure and flavor, with 
thick tannic walls containing the charred meat and 
dark-fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $30 

91 Uphill Vineyards 2015 Estate Grown Tempra-
nillo (Amador County). This full-bodied and 

firmly structured wine is packed with concentrated 
blackberry, blueberry and cranberry flavors blan-
keted in full-on, fine-grained tannins for plenty of 
grip on the palate. Best from 2025. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Di Arie 2017 Estate Grown Tempranillo (El 
Dorado). This likable, hearty, medium-

bodied wine appears a bit light in color, smells of 
wild berries, black plums and mild oak, tastes mod-
erately fruity and meaty and feels light in tannins. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $30 

86 Berryessa Gap 2018 Tempranillo (Yolo 
County). Firm tannins tend to take over this 

wine on the palate after offering fragrant blackberry- 
jam aromas. The texture tightens up, needing a 
 fatty, indulgent dish with which to pair. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

SANGIOVESE

93 Le Vigne 2018 Di Acquarello Sangiovese 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 15. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $41 

92 So Fresh 2020 Love You Bunches Sangiovese 
(Santa Barbara County). A leader in the 

modern movement of carbonic wines, this always 
fresh and fun bottling is very light in the glass and 
loaded with aromas of hibiscus, red currant, white 
pepper and anise on the nose. The acid-driven 

palate is vibrant with cranberry and herb flavors, 
proving quite refreshing to quaff. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

92 Topa Mountain Winery 2017 White Hawk Vine-
yard Sangiovese (Santa Barbara  County). 

Aromas of pepper-spiced pork roast, swimming in 
a salty cranberry and cherry sauce, show on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a tart berry and cherry 
twist to the sip, where the peppery spices lead into 
a oregano-kissed finish, proving to be an excellent 
wine for pasta and richer dishes. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $42 

91 Robert Renzoni 2017 Brunello di Sangiovese 
Sangiovese (Temecula Valley). Aromas of 

hickory and mesquite are presented in an elegant 
way on the nose of this bottling, which also offers 
warm baking spice and dried strawberry on the 
nose. Sandalwood shows on the sip, giving structure 
to the stewed strawberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $47 

91 Vino Noceto 2018 Marmellata Sangiovese 
(Shenandoah Valley). This firm-textured 

wine offers enticing complexity and great structure 
for pairing with rich dishes. Hints of green olive, 
leather and sage in the aroma give way to raspberry 
and cranberry flavors on a moderately tannic tex-
ture. Best through at least 2026. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2018 Voyager Vineyard 
Sangiovese (Napa Valley). An entirely vari-

etal wine, this opens in rustic pomegranate, cran-
berry, earth and cedar, with a juicy midpalate of 
full-bodied ripeness and rich layers. A hint of gamy 
deli meat and black pepper round it out on the fin-
ish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Las Positas 2017 Estate Sangiovese (Liver-
more Valley). Fruity, friendly aromas and 

flavors ride a smooth and lightly tannic texture 
in this jammy, mouthfilling and full-bodied wine. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $55 

89 Europa Village 2017 Vienza Sangiovese 
(Temecula Valley). A dark brickish red 

in the glass, this bottling begins with smoky red-
cherry, rusty earth and light seasoning-salt aromas. 
Rounded red-fruit flavors are tart toward the finish, 
but vanilla also pops on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

85 Kendric 2018 Reward Ranch Sangiovese 
(Shenandoah Valley). This lean and rather 

tannic wine is medium bodied and offers aro-
mas of sunbaked earth and wood dust followed by 
 raspberry and sour-cherry flavors on a tangy, grippy 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $26 

BARBERA

93 Mediterranean Vineyards 2018 Routon Vine-
yard Barbera (Fair Play). This generous, 

moderately tannic wine is mouthfilling, saturated 
with dark berries and black olives and accented 
by cedar and sage. Layers of flavor are wrapped in 
fine-grained tannins for an irresistible, chewy tex-
ture and good length on the finish. Editors’ Choice. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

92 Prima Materia 2018 Barbera (Kelsey Bench). 
This big, bold and generous wine grown at 

1,450-feet elevation in red volcanic soil has great 
fruit concentration and a velvety texture of fine-
grained tannins. It is deep, concentrated and nicely 
mouthcoating. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

90 Berryessa Gap 2018 Barbera (Yolo County). 
Blackberries, black plums and a touch of 

butter give this full-bodied wine a lot to savor. Light 
tannins, full body and a nice sense of concentration 
all add to its considerable appeal. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Imagery 2017 Barbera (Sonoma County). 
A  bright, juicy and food-friendly wine that 

packs layers of flavors into a considerably concen-
trated frame, this high-toned bottling shows dense 
layers of plum and dark cherry. The oak is toasted 
and well integrated. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

88 Bumgarner 2017 Barbera (El Dorado). 
Tempting mint and cinnamon aromas 

meet ripe, almost roasted fruit flavors generously 
accented with oak notes like vanilla, cedar and 
woodsmoke. A full body and moderate tannins give 
it nice heft on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

84 Myka 2018 Barbera (Fair Play). A strong 
hickory-smoke aroma and bacon-like fla-

vors give this full-bodied wine an exaggerated, 
woody style. It has a very deep color, ample tannins 
and muted fruit flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $36 

ZINFANDEL

92 Castoro Cellars 2019 Estate Grown Zinfandel 
(Paso  Robles). For full review see page 17. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

91 Doffo 2015 Vintners Selection Zinfandel 
(Temecula Valley). Rustic but pleasant aro-

mas of blistered berries, plums, oak and licorice 
invite the nose into this bottling. Chalky tannins 
frame the sip, where roasted black fruit and an 
array of brown spices lead into a vanilla-kissed fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $125 



BUYINGGUIDE

158  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

91 Edio 2019 Estate Grown Primitivo (El Dorado). 
This ripe and robust wine leads with tasty 

raspberry, blackberry and mushroom aromas and 
follows with juicy, pure fruit flavors on a relatively 
light texture. It nicely combines freshness and lots 
of flavor. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $42 

91 Klinker Brick 2017 Marisa Vineyard Old Vine 
Zinfandel (Lodi). For full review see page 25. 

abv: 15.4% Price: $25 

91 Opolo 2019 Mountain Zinfandel (Paso  Robles). 
Clean lines of boysenberry, lavender, earthy 

herbs and a hint of rusty minerality show on the 
nose of this bottling. Tart red fruits meet with smoky 
oak flavors on the sip, full of dried blood elements. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $30 

91 Purple Dragon 2018 De Paola Zinfandel 
( Arroyo Grande Valley). The nose on this 

bottling is hearty and fruit-driven, showing black 
currant, acai smoothie, violets and turned earth. 
There’s a blueberry coating to the palate, which is 
crisp and refreshing, thanks in part to spicy white-
pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $30 

91 Ridge 2019 Benito Dusi Ranch Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). There’s a lavish density of dark fruit 

on the nose of this bottling as well as hints of smoke 
and wood. The blackberry flavors of the palate are 
well focused, upheld by firm tannins and tight acid-
ity, with light herbs coming through on the fresh, 
vibrant finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

91 Scotto Family Cellars 2018 Reserve Mohr Fry 
Ranch Zinfandel (Lodi). For full review see 

page 27. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

91 Sculpterra 2018 Reserve Primitivo (Paso 
 Robles). Cola, smoked meat, iodine and 

blood-sausage aromas make for a very savory nose 
on this bottling, which includes 17% Petite Sirah. 
The sanguine, dried meat flavors meet with dried 
flowers on the palate, where the leathery flavor and 
texture make for a  rustic but pleasant wine. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $60 

90 Bonterra 2019 Made with Organic Grapes Zin-
fandel (California). For full review see page 

29. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $16 

90 Gilded Letter 2018 Old Vines Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Good fruit flavors and tangy acidity 

join with a nice nip of tannin to nicely balance this 
medium- to full-bodied wine and give it an appe-
tizing, palate-cleansing effect. Nuances of flint, wet 
earth and dried herbs add interesting complexity. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $21 

90 Proulx 2019 Willow Creek Farm Zinfandel 
(Paso Robles). Candied black-cherry and 

crisp lilac aromas show strongly on the nose of this 
bottling. It’s a bit tart on the palate, which com-
bines the purple-flower and fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 V. Sattui 2018 Collins Family Zinfandel 
(Napa Valley). Pruney, dusty fruit adorns a 

moderate structure in this exuberant wine, ripe and 
rich in dark cherry, blackberry and a note of citrus. 
Cigar box, toasted oak and baking spice season it 
well, offering full-bodied intensity that settles on 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

90 V. Sattui 2018 Quaglia Vineyard Ancient 
Vine Zinfandel (Napa Valley). Rich red fruit 

and a light layering of baking spice accent a core of 
ample tannin and intense ripeness in this old-vine 
wine. Viscous and unctuous, it takes on a sweetness 
that underscores its jammy, full-bodied style. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $53 

89 Berryessa Gap 2018 Zinfandel (Yolo County). 
This tangy, appetizing and rather lean wine 

will be easy to pair with birds, beasts and pasta. It 
offers a refreshing, moderately tannic and mouth-
watering balance as well as raspberries, cranberries 
and a touch of milk chocolate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $22 

89 Di Arie 2018 Block 4 Estate Grown Primitivo 
(Shenandoah Valley). Interesting, well-con-

centrated flavors of singed rosemary, black berries 
and dried cranberries give this full-bodied wine 
plenty to appreciate. It is generous, mouthfilling and 
lush in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

89 Meikle 2017 Heritage Collection Estate 
Grown Zinfandel (Amador County). This 

hearty wine packs in tasty blackberry and straw-
berry flavors, supporting them with light tannins. 
Full bodied and nicely mouthfilling, it also intro-
duces complexity through subtle tobacco and cedar 
notes. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $27 

89 Myka 2018 Crush Pad Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Fair Play). The peppery snap of heavily-

toasted oak fills the aroma of this bold, full-bodied 
and moderately tannic wine, followed by palate-
drenching, ripe black fruits that are concentrated 
and delicious. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $34 

89 Seven Oxen 2017 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). 
Prune, raisin and fruit-cake aromas show 

alongside caramel and fresher blackberry pie on the 
nose of this rich bottling. Creamy tannins uphold 
the ripe strawberry-sorbet flavors, which are lifted 
by hints of tarragon and grow tart toward the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

88 Castle Rock 2018 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
This very ripe and full-bodied wine offers 

an aroma of dried berries and a palate flooded with 
dried plums, raisins, woodsmoke and black pepper. 
Mild tannins and a rich, mouthfilling texture give it 
a broad feel. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $11 

88 Tortoise Creek 2018 Zinfandel (California). 
An earthy, reduced aroma gets cleaned up 

by the generous, ripe berry and cherry flavors of 
this full-bodied wine. Light touches of vanilla and 
chocolate lend a sense of sweetness as soft tannins 
keep it smooth in texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Uphill Vineyards 2015 Estate Grown Primi-
tivo (Amador County). Effusive strawberry 

and boysenberry aromas lead to an almost-sweet 
palate that is ripe and fruity in this full-bodied but 
soft and gentle-textured wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

88 V. Sattui 2018 Black Sears Zinfandel (Howell 
Mountain). This is a burly, soft and highly 

ripe wine from the mountainous site, jammy in 
blackberry, black licorice and cherry cola. The oak 
is toasted, integrated and adds hints of vanilla and 
nutmeg, soft on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 16.1% Price: $54 

88 V. Sattui 2017 Zinfandel (Russian River Val-
ley). Red fruit and a light layering of baking 

spice highlight a core of full-figured intensity in this 
appellation wine. Toasted oak and smooth tannins 
provide additional richness and rounded approach-
ability. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $39 

88 V. Sattui 2017 Mounts Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Dry Creek Valley). Thick layers of viscously 

intense black fruit emphasize this wine’s intense 
ripeness and jammy richness. Earthy tobacco notes 
are met by cinnamon cola and coffee. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $40 

87 1850 2018 Crush Pad Vineyard Reserve Late 
Harvest Zinfandel (Fair Play). This semi-

sweet wine is scented with dried plums and raisins, 
offering very concentrated prune and dried fig fla-
vors on the palate. It is a good choice to pair with 
cheese or chocolate. —J.G. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $36 

87 Artevino 2018 Largo Ridge Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Mendocino). Quite smoky and oaky, this full-

bodied and moderately tannic wine pushes charred 
wood and hickory-smoke aromas followed by very 
ripe blackberry and dried cherry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $40 

87 Charles B. Mitchell 2018 Signature Zinfandel 
(Fair Play). Strong smoky aromas and quite 

spicy flavors of black pepper and black tea meet 
good, brawny black-fruit notes in this full-bodied 
and moderately tannic wine. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $23 
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87 Doffo 2018 Zinfandel (Temecula Valley). 
Fresh and snappy strawberry aromas meet 

with vanilla, clove and nutmeg on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate proves quite sweet with sugared 
cherry and raspberry flavors, enhanced by fennel 
pollen and licorice spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $79 

87 Swirl 2018 Zinfandel (California). This broad-
textured, luxuriously ripe-tasting wine offers 

milk chocolate, cooked cherries and vanilla backed 
by full body and soft acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $19 

87 Uphill Vineyards 2016 Estate Grown Primitivo 
(Amador County). This hearty, rustic wine 

exudes ripe berry and clove aromas, and rich, meaty 
flavors of beef stew and mushrooms. It’s full bodied 
and moderately tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

86 Boneshaker 2019 Zinfandel (Lodi). Strong 
aromas and flavors of charred wood and 

black pepper override the jammy fruit notes in this 
full-bodied, moderately tannic wine. It is highly 
stylized with toasted oak elements. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

86 Charles B. Mitchell 2019 Reserve Spanish 
Creek Zinfandel (El Dorado). Earthy aro-

mas meet milk-chocolate flavors in this smooth and 
broad-textured wine as almost-sweet plum notes 
give it a soft and creamy expression. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

86 V. Sattui 2017 Gilsson Vineyard Old Vine 
Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). Sweet, 

puckering tannin give in to an earthy, herbal core of 
overripe, jammy red and black cherry in this vine-
yard-designate made from old vines. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $46 

85 Cosentino 2019 Cigar Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Lodi). This extravagant and semisweet 

wine offers assertive smoky, charred-wood aromas, 
high alcohol and syrupy flavors. Think of it as an 
after-dinner drink. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $18 

85 Grace Town 2018 Old Vines Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Heavily toasted oak aromas and flavors 

dominate this highly stylized, full-bodied wine. 
Vague black-fruit flavors are hard to pick out from 
the cedar, clove and smoke of the oak treatment. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

RED BLENDS

95 Adelaida 2018 Twenty Three Twenty (Ade-
laida District). Rich layers of baked red fruit 

are wrapped in French toast, roasted coffee and pie 
spice on the nose of this vintage-dependent blend 
of 34% Syrah, 30% Petite Sirah, 17% Mourvèdre, 
15% Cabernet Sauvignon and 4% Alicante Bous-
chet. The palate offers roasted meat, baked currants 

and strong pepper spice, with polished tannins 
holding it together. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $100 

95 Parrish Family 2017 Four Chords (Adelaida 
District). Very dark in the glass, this blend 

of four top Bordeaux varieties is sleek on the nose 
with focused black cherry and caramel aromas. 
The palate is elegant and expertly smooth in tex-
ture, offering black cherry, red and purple flowers 
and a load of baking spice and cocoa wrapped up in 
creamy tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.58% Price: $65 

94 Crescere 2017 Proprietary (Alexander  Valley). 
With an opening foray into perfumed tones 

of toasted oak and baking spice, this red is brimming 
in brawny layers of blueberry, blackberry and black 
currant. Cedar, sage and dried herb components 
add complexity and contrast along the full-bodied 
concentration of powerful tannin and length. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

94 Stolpman 2018 Sun & Earth Ruben Solorzano 
(Ballard Canyon). Dense aromas of black 

pepper, elderberry, mahogany and tar show on the 
nose of this blend of 80% Mourvèdre, 10% Syrah 
and 10% Grenache, named in honor of the estate’s 
celebrated vineyard manager. Cedary elements 
frame the sip, where black-plum, lavender and vio-
let flavors sit atop well-integrated tannins that pro-
vide structure but linger in the background. Drink 
now through 2028. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $98 

93 Davis Family 2018 Throne G-S-M (Russian 
River Valley). Nicely combining 68% Gre-

nache with 24% Syrah and 8% Mourvèdre, this 
wine is earthy in turned dirt and barnyard. Thickly 
structured and grippy in its youth, it offers classic 
elements of game, garrigue and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

93 Gainey 2017 Patrick’s Vineyard Selection 
(Santa Ynez Valley). Grilled red-cherry, dark 

rose-petal, dark-cocoa and warm, just-roasted cof-
fee-bean aromas make for an elegant nose on this 
blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot 
and 8% Petit Verdot, which is only made in certain 
years. A bittersweet cocoa element kicks off the pal-
ate, where rounded cherry and boysenberry flavors 
are dusted with pepper and baking spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

93 Hamel Family 2018 Isthmus (Sonoma Val-
ley). From the Sonoma Valley-based pro-

ducer’s two estates, Hamel Family and Nun’s Can-
yon, this blends a majority of Cabernet Sauvignon 
with Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. 
Thick, herbal and tannic in its youth, it has complex 
tones of iron, crushed rock and elusively tart, tangy 
fruit at its core, strong and powerful in concentra-
tion and structure. Enjoy best from 2028 through 
2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

93 Kale 2016 McGah Vineyard Heritage (Ruth-
erford). Winemaker Kale Anderson com-

bines 84% Grenache with 16% Mourvèdre in this 
brooding, velvety thick red. Firm tannins provide 
a foundation for dark-cherry, plum and smoked 
meat flavors to glide across the palate, with bright 
undertones of acidity contributing elusive fresh-
ness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $75 

93 Kukkula 2018 Aatto (Adelaida District). A 
45% Counoise component leads the blend of 

35% Mourvèdre and 20% Grenache in this bottling, 
which makes for a lighter glass full of zesty herbs, 
pepper and fresh pomegranate on the nose. The fresh 
qualities include red plum and tart strawberry on the 
palate, where fennel pollen, sumac and hibiscus fla-
vors also pop.  Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $55 

93 Newton 2018 The Puzzle (Napa Valley). This 
vintage of the producer’s classic blend is 

composed of 77% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Caber-
net Franc, 8% Merlot and 2% each of Petit Verdot 
and Malbec. Thick, earthy and herbal, it shows the 
mountain fruit of both Spring Mountain and Mount 
Veeder. Bits of sage, tobacco and cedar shine through 
blackberry and black currant. This structured wine 
will benefit from cellaring; enjoy from 2028–2038. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $125 

93 Ram’s Gate 2018 Cellar Note Grenache-Syrah 
(Sonoma Coast). Made from 52% Grenache 

and 48% Syrah, this wine deftly shows rich ele-
ments of baked fruit, ash and char. Dark cherry 
and strawberry pop on the palate around firm, 
supple tannin and integrated oak, offering a juicy 
approachability behind impressive structure and 
length. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $58 

93 Vino Noceto 2018 Misto (Shenandoah Val-
ley). Packed with an herbal, mineral com-

plexity, this intricate wine weaves together scents 
of iron, olives, cedar and plum that lead to a mod-
erately fruity palate that is nicely accented by 
leather and sage. It’s blended with small amounts of 
Canaiolo Nero and whites Malvasia and Trebbiano. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 

92 Dunites 2018 Syrah-Grenache (San Luis 
Obispo County). This bottling manages to 

capture both the freshness of Grenache with the 
brooding character of Syrah. Pungent aromas of acai 
and black currant meet with flashes of hibiscus and 
violet on the nose. The palate is hearty and deep 
with purple fruit and flowers, sprinkled with shaved 
licorice and cracked pepper. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

92 Halcón 2019 Esquisto Estate Grenache-Syrah 
(Yorkville Highlands). A meaty, black-pep-

pery aroma makes this full-bodied wine memo-
rable as it brings lively grilled plum, woodsmoke 
and cooked cherry flavors to the palate, lifting them 
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with good acidity and light tannins. The blend is 
80% Grenache and 20% Syrah, and half of the 
grapes were whole-cluster fermented. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $32 

92 J. Dirt 2018 Slide Hill (Edna Valley). This 
blend of 51% Grenache and 49% Syrah 

comes from one of the few vineyards planted as bio-
dynamic from day one. Focused aromas of intense 
boysenberry are enhanced by thyme, sage and dried 
violets on the nose, which also has a slight savory 
side. The medium- bodied palate is wrapped around 
firm tannins, offering elderberry, lavender and 
white-peppercorn flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Kukkula 2018 Pas de Deux (Adelaida Dis-
trict). Dried strawberry, red-plum, star 

anise, mace and toasted wood aromas arise from 
the glass in this blend of 59% Grenache and 41% 
Syrah. The palate recalls strawberries roasted on 
sticks over a campfire, dusted with salt, pepper and 
brown spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $55 

92 Miro 2019 Cuvée Sasha Chevalier Vineyard 
 Grenache-Syrah (Mendocino). This warm, 

broad wine offers abundant black-cherry, cooked 
plums and milk-chocolate flavors for a rich, palate-
coating expression that’s hard to resist. Mild tan-
nins and full body give it a very generous texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $24 

92 Parrish Family 2017 Silken (Paso Robles). 
Opaque in the glass, this blend of 50% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, 30% Petite Sirah, 10% Syrah and 
10% Petit Verdot starts with aromas of smashed 
 strawberry, baked boysenberry and dark spice on 
the nose. Violet and cola spice flavors mix with cas-
sis on the firmly structured palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.54% Price: $60 

92 Quivira 2018 Wine Creek Ranch G-S-M (Dry 
Creek Valley). Letting 60% Grenache lead 

the way with companionship from 20% each of 
Syrah and Mourvèdre, this well-made wine is fruity 
in strawberry and nicely savory in cedar, dried herb 
and lavender. Rounded, juicy and complex, it takes 
a light touch to the varietal gaminess and intrigue of 
garrigue and white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

92 Robert Renzoni 2016 Sonata (Temecula 
V alley). Baked cherries, toasted oak, iodine 

and charcuterie aromas converge on the nose of this 
bottling. The salted, dried meat flavors of the pal-
ate sink into crushed cranberry as a chalky tension 
frames this smooth and spicy wine. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

92 The Farm Winery 2017 Primal Scream (Ade-
laida District). Black plum, smoked meat, 

cracked pepper and anise are impactful aromas 
on the nose of this blend of 63% Syrah and 37% 
Grenache. The palate is cohesive in flavors, offering 

layers of roasted fig, mulberry, seasoning salt and 
dried flower. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

92 Y Rousseau 2017 Son of a Butcher (Califor-
nia). Wonderfully focused black-fruit fla-

vors light up this full-bodied but agile wine based 
on Tannat and Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. Fresh 
blackberry, blueberry and black-currant notes wake 
up the palate while mild tannins and a hint of lively 
acidity keep them singing through a lingering fin-
ish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

91 1850 2018 Meritage (Fair Play). This tightly 
wrapped young wine is firmly tannic and 

needs time to evolve for optimum pleasure. It offers 
classic Bordeaux aromas of black currant and mint 
followed by abundant tangy flavors of cranberry and 
red cherry. Best from 2025. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Comartin 2018 Cuvée Cassidy G-S-M (Santa 
Ynez Valley). There’s a wild-fennel scent 

on the nose of this blend of 50% Grenache, 35% 
Syrah and 15% Mourvèdre, alongside dark straw-
berry, black plum and spice-spiked pastry. Toasted 
sagebrush and fennel frond show on the sip as do 
roasted red plums and lingering oak. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

91 Comartin 2017 Porterhouse Reserve (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Blistered black plum, baked 

soil and hard spices show on the nose of this Petite 
Sirah-led blend that is a nod to Adam Comartin’s 
family of butchers. It’s more interesting and cohe-
sive on the palate, where smashed blackberry, 
black-pepper and crushed herb flavors align. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

91 CrossHatch 2017 Shading Kaerskov Vineyard 
(Los Olivos District). Rounded aromas of 

baked black plum, clove and mace meet with roasted 
meats on the nose of this single-vineyard blend of 
50%  Grenache, 25% Syrah and 25% Mourvèdre. 
There’s a lot of baking spice on the sip, where grape-
jelly and liquefied purple-flower flavors also show. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

91 Darcie Kent Vineyards 2016 Choreography 
(Livermore Valley). Well structured and nicely 

concentrated, this full-bodied wine trims its core of 
focused black-cherry flavors with accents of ginger 
and nutmeg that add attractive complexity and inter-
est. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Doffo 2018 Mistura (Temecula Valley). Wild-
berry-syrup aromas meet with fennel, herbs 

and roasted root vegetables on the nose of this 
blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon and 40% Syrah. 
It’s lands with a rich mouthfeel yet ample tannic 
tension, delivering warm strawberry, cardamom 
and star anise flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

91 Epiphany 2018 Inspiration (Santa Barbara 
County). Violet- and lilac-sachet aromas 

meet with dark strawberry and Concord grape on 
the nose of this blend of 42% Mourvèdre, 27% 
Counoise, 26% Cinsault and 5% Grenache. Dark 
floral tones arise on the sip, from lavender to inky 
rose petal, with hints of brighter elderflower as 
well, all laid atop dark-plum fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $29 

91 Kale 2015 Broken Axle Stagecoach Vineyard 
Syrah-Grenache (Napa Valley). Made from 

61% Syrah and 39% Grenache, this is a deeply con-
centrated, thickly rich and brooding wine, leathery 
in layers of blueberry, plum and dark cherry. Fruity, 
it is also savory and earthy, with a broad softness to 
the tannins and texture. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $70 

91 Mediterranean Vineyards 2018 Rosso di Baci 
 Estate (Fair Play). This deep and well-con-

centrated wine overflows with blackberry, dark-
chocolate and cedar flavors on a moderately tannic, 
almost chewy texture that coats the palate. It is well 
balanced and inviting as well as bold. —J.G. 
abv: 126% Price: $28 

91 Opolo 2018 Grand Rouge (Paso Robles). Baked 
and roasted red fruits are sprinkled with nut-

meg, mace and cinnamon on the well rounded nose 
of this bottling. The palate balances freshly smashed 
red plums with smoke, pepper and a toasted vanilla 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

91 So Fresh 2020 Own Rooted Field Blend (Bal-
lard Canyon). The carbonic aromas leap off 

the glass of this bottling, which begins with aromas 
of snappy black raspberry and white pepper. Zippy 
acidity deliver clean flavors of dark-fruit punch and 
more delicate spice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $48 

91 Sunstone 2018 Carmelo (Santa Barbara 
 County). The peppery spices of the 52% 

Syrah are amplified by the also peppery 24% Caber-
net Franc in this blend that also includes 15% Mer-
lot and 9%  Grenache. Aromas of scorched wood, 
cracked black pepper, light tar and cranberry lead 
into a spicy palate of black raspberry and anise. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $65 

91 The Farm Winery 2017 The Big Game (Adelaida 
District). A rusty minerality balances the ripe 

strawberry- and cherry-sorbet aromas on the nose 
of this fresh blend of 73% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
21% Syrah and 6% Petit Verdot. There is a bright-
ness to the sip, which snaps with ripe cherry and 
raspberry before the baking-spice flavors file in for 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

91 The Farm Winery 2017 Touchy-Feely (Adelaida 
District). A light color in the glass, this blend 

of 75% Grenache and 25% Syrah offers tart plums, 
pomegranate and wild-sagebrush aromas on the 
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nose. There’s a pleasant rusticity to the sip, where 
smoked fennel and salami flavors meet with com-
plex coffee and cranberry elements. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

90 Berryessa Gap NV Gozar (Yolo County). This 
extremely likeable, well-balanced wine lifts 

ripe blackberry and plum flavors with light tannins 
and a touch of good acidity. It’s medium to full bod-
ied, has good concentration and subtle oak spices. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

90 Broc Cellars 2019 Love Red (North Coast). 
The beautifully fresh and ripe black-cherry 

and raspberry aromas of this natural-style, light-
bodied wine are backed by an earthy touch in the 
flavors, which are nicely braced by slightly tangy 
acidity. The wine is outright fruity and gulpable. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Doffo 2018 Motodoffo Super Tinto (Tem-
ecula Valley). Dark cherry and berry 

aromas meet with turned earth, tar and lico-
rice on the nose of this motorcycle-themed 
blend. There is just enough tension on the 
palate to hold the blackberry-sauce, fennel- 
pollen and wild-thyme flavors together. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $55 

90 Europa Village 2018 Libido Artist Series 
(Temecula Valley). Smoky red-fruit aromas 

are dusted with dried herbs and seasoning salt on 
the nose of this blend of 50% Tempranillo, 35% 
Syrah and 15% Garnacha. There’s just enough ten-
sion to the sip, where dark leather and ripe fruit fla-
vors fight for attention. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

90 Kale 2015 Home Run Cuvée Kick Ranch Vine-
yard Syrah-Grenache (Fountaingrove Dis-

trict). Made from 55% Syrah and 45% Grenache, 
this shows smooth, velvety ripeness and a wealth 
of oak spice. Dark-chocolate notes complement a 
richness of blueberry compote, tobacco and leather, 
with an expansive finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $49 

90 Level 3 2017 Driven (Paso Robles). Roasted 
blackberry sauce, smoke, dried herbs and 

pepper aromas show on the nose of this blend of 
40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot and 25% 
Cabernet Franc. Tart cherry and berry flavors kick 
off the sip, then come waves of herbs, with potent 
acidity throughout. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

90 Lexington 2017 Apex Gist Ranch Estate 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Aromas of black-

berry and violet show on the tart nose of this blend 
of 76% Cabernet Sauvignon, 23% Cabernet Franc 
and 1% Merlot. The palate picks up touches of oreg-
ano and thyme that lift the piquant berry flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

90 Mediterranean Vineyards 2018 G-S-M (Fair 
Play). This concentrated and full-bodied 

wine goes for full ripeness in its core of black fruits, 
offers ample oak seasoning and moderate tannins 
for grip. It is broad, generous and mouthfilling. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

90 Rowen Wine Co. 2017 Red (Sonoma County). 
For full review see page 32. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Tizona by Bokisch 2018 La Colada (Lodi). 
This serious, full-bodied wine is deep in 

smoky, black-fruit flavors and well-structured 
with moderate tannins for a slightly grippy texture. 
Blackberries and espresso are among its bold fla-
vors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 Vino Noceto 2018 Mistura 180 Selection 
(Shenandoah Valley). This full-bodied 

wine strikes a good balance between fruit concen-
tration and deft oak spices. Aromas of mint, cedar 
and cinnamon lead to a firm, moderately tannic tex-
ture supporting generous blackberry and raspberry 
flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $39 

90 Wild Diamond 2017 Single Vineyard (Lake 
County). Deep flavors and a firm but tan-

nic texture give this full-bodied wine an imposing 
expression, coating the palate with fine-grained 
tannins and holding delicious blackberry and cassis 
flavors tightly. It needs more time to show its best 
stuff. Drink from 2025. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

89 Bumgarner 2017 Many Hands Cuvée Rouge 
(El Dorado). This full-bodied and well- 

concentrated wine boasts rich, plum-jam and 
blackberry flavors accented with milk chocolate 
and carried on a mouthfilling texture that is lightly 
tannic. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 CrossHatch 2018 Unveil Pinot Noir-Syrah 
( Santa Barbara County). Tart black-plum, 

purple-flower and licorice aromas show on the 
nose of this bottling, which includes 4% Syrah. The 
tangy aspect consumes the palate as well, where 
black-plum-skin flavors meet with lavender pot-
pourri. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

89 Level 3 2017 Milestone (Paso Robles). Ripe 
and ready aromas of boysenberry and 

blackberry meet with licorice and root-beer spice 
on the nose of this blend of 55% Syrah, 40% Gre-
nache and 5% Mourvèdre. Roasted black-plum and 
berry flavors are dusted in baking spice and framed 
with firm tannins on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

89 Lorenzi Estate 2017 The Catalyst Reserve 
(Teme cula Valley). Roasted fennel, licorice 

pudding, baked prunes and roasted figs show on the 

rich nose of this blend. The palate is hearty with 
 roasted and stewed fruits, from strawberry to fig, 
and is loaded with nutmeg and mace spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $75 

89 Neighborhood 2018 Jetty (Central Coast). 
Aromas of charcoal, smashed boysenber-

ries, dried meat and purple flowers are intense and 
thick on the nose of this bottling. There’s a slightly 
tang to the sip and yet a hearty mouthfeel, present-
ing poppy-red-fruit flavors of hibiscus and tangy 
plum. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

89 Niner 2018 Bootjack Red (Paso Robles). 
Dark blueberry aromas meet with hints of 

lavender and wet sand on the restrained nose of this 
blend of 32% Cabernet Sauvignon, 23% Malbec, 
20% Cabernet Franc and six other grapes. It’s thick 
on the palate, with berry compote, French toast 
spice and a confectionery caramel flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

89 Red Phoenix 2018 Red (California). Lavish 
oak aromas and flavors bring toasted bread, 

wood smoke, vanilla and clove notes to this full-bod-
ied and moderately tannic wine. It is well backed by 
black-cherry and blackberry flavors, and is velvety 
in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Rumplestiltskin 2007 Appassimento 
( Russian River Valley). This red blends 39% 

 Merlot, 38% Sangiovese, 13% Cabernet Franc and 
10%  Dolcetto, employing the appassimento tech-
nique of drying the grapes for 60 days after harvest 
before crushing and fermenting. The whole was then 
aged in one six-liter cask. Thick, syrupy and interest-
ing, it tastes of dried currant, cranberry, dried herb 
and Christmas spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

88 Acorn 2017 Medley Alegria Vineyards 
( Russian River Valley). Gamy and earthy, 

this wine packs a punch of oak and dried herb into a 
medium-bodied frame of supple tannin and jammy 
red fruit. A field blend of Cinsault, various Muscats, 
Syrah, Zinfandel, Dolcetto and more, it finishes in 
toasted oak and black pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

88 Berryessa Gap 2018 Coble Ranch Blend (Yolo 
County).  Mellow flavors of milk chocolate 

and baked plums give this full-bodied wine a warm 
expression on the palate accompanied by soft tan-
nins and a rich texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

88 Croma Vera 2017 Many & One (San Luis 
Obispo County). Baked plum, smoky meats, 

cocoa and slate aromas show on the nose of this 
blend. There’s a slightly sour kick to the palate, 
which is coated in toast and baked blackberry fla-
vors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 
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88 Disorderly Conduct 2018 Dark Bold 
( California). Good beefy, earthy aromas 

mingle with ripe plums and milk-chocolate notes 
in this rich-tasting and rather soft-textured wine. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

88 Imagery 2017 Tusca Brava Super Tuscan 
Style (Sonoma County). This combines 

a majority of Sangiovese with Merlot, Cabernet 
Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon. Thick, earthy and 
rustic, it has highlights of brambly blackberry and 
raspberry—the oak present alongside side tones of 
cedar, tobacco and sage. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $57 

88 Montoliva 2018 Sierra Bella Chicago Park 
( Sierra Foothills). Salt and pepper aromas 

and meaty flavors highlight this full-bodied and 
moderately tannic blend of Italian-style varietals. 
It emphasizes peppery notes over fruity ones, and 
offers a good, grippy texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

88 Paradise Ridge 2015 The Posse Hoenselaars 
Vineyard (Russian River Valley). This blends 

together mostly Rhône red varieties—the result a 
high-toned expression of crunchy red fruit and a 
smooth, simple texture. The oak is subtle and adds 
notes of baking spice and vanilla. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $54 

88 Trentadue 2019 Old Patch (California). 
 Generously scented with oak spices like 

vanilla, cinnamon and woodsmoke, this medium-
bodied wine sports rather rich, ripe blackberry fla-
vors on a texture of light tannins. Made mostly from 
Zinfandel and Petite Sirah. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 Upshot 2018 Red (Sonoma County). For full 
review see page 34. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Vie Winery 2017 L’Etranger (North Coast). 
Lively acidity and moderate, grippy tannins 

give this medium- to full-bodied blend of mostly 
Zinfandel and Syrah a palate-cleansing effect while 
its vivid black-cherry and blackberry flavors are 
nicely concentrated. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Wilson Creek 2018 Double Dog Red Five Paws 
Vineyard (Temecula Valley). Blueberry-sor-

bet and wisteria aromas are quite ripe on the nose 
of this blend, with hints of peppercorn as well. 
There’s a leathery dryness to the palate, where cola 
and Dr Pepper flavors spice up the dried red-fruit, 
charred pepper corns and incense elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

87 Dante Robere 2017 Element 116 (Livermore 
 Valley). This bold, full-bodied wine delivers 

extra-ripe berry flavors and a full, almost thick tex-
ture. It is big but not tannic, softened slightly by the 
almost-sweet jam flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $39 

87 Devil’s Advocate 2018 Red (California). Ripe 
and fairly rich, this full-bodied and not-

very-tannic wine offers generous black-plum and 
dried plum flavors, accented by black pepper. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

87 First & Local 2019 40 Me, 30 Z, 30 PS (Califor-
nia). This plush and concentrated wine is 

packed with ripe cherry, blackberry and cinnamon 
flavors wrapped in light tannins and softened by a 
touch of sweetness. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Matchbook 2018 Red (California). This 
intense, concentrated wine is wrapped in 

tight tannins for a tooth-drying texture that needs 
time to mellow for optimum drinking. Hearty fla-
vors of grilled beef, black pepper and grilled plums 
give it a spicy palate impression. Best from 2026. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

87 Oak Farm 2019 Tievoli (Lodi). Toasty, doughy 
aromas and ripe, grapey flavors come 

together well in this full-bodied wine blended from 
Zinfandel, Petite Sirah, Barbera and Primitivo. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 The Smuggler’s Son 2017 Red Wine (Cali-
fornia). This big, full-bodied wine offers 

abundant black-cherry, blackberry and woodsmoke 
flavors, while moderate tannins provide a good, 
gripping mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

86 689 Cellars 2018 Killar Drop (California). A 
smoky aroma and thick flavors of charred 

wood and black pepper give this full-bodied wine a 
rather heavy expression. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 Bumgarner 2017 Fiona (El Dorado). This 
power ful, full-bodied and tannic wine 

shows mint, clove and cedar in the aroma and quite 
ripe fruity-spicy flavors resembling red vermouth. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $34 

86 Kokomo 2019 Cuvée (North Coast). Strong 
black-fruit flavors and equally strong tan-

nins give this full-bodied wine a rough-hewn feel 
that will best be paired with something like a grilled 
or roasted meat dish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $26 

86 Lapis Luna 2019 Red (North Coast). Floral 
aromas blend with ripe cherries and straw-

berries in this full-bodied but smooth-textured wine. 
The fruitiness verges on sweetness, softening the 
mouthfeel. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $13 

85 Amista 2019 Tres Morningsong Vineyards  G-
S-M (Dry Creek Valley). With a rustic nose of 

turned earth and rose petal, this blends equal parts 
Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre into a dull, tannic 

expression, aged 15 months in neutral French oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

85 Di Arie 2017 Interlude Estate Grown (Sierra 
Foothills). An amalgam of herbs and spices 

give this full-bodied wine a savory, veggie slant 
backed by rather tangy red- and black-cherry fla-
vors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

85 Graham + Fisks NV Wine In A Can (California). 
Rich, almost sweet flavors of blackberry 

syrup and chocolate give this wine a mouthcoating, 
candy-like expression. Although canned, it fits the 
mold of many popular red blends in bottle. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $4/250 ml 

84 California Refined 2018 Red (California). 
J ammy, raisiny aromas meet spices like cin-

namon, clove and vanilla on the palate for a showy, 
oaky expression in this medium- to full-bodied 
wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

84 Grace Town 2018 Red (Lodi). Accents of 
smoke and black pepper are matched by ripe, 

jammy cherry and berry flavors in this medium- to 
full-bodied wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

84 Hallmark Channel 2018 Love Red (Califor-
nia). Aromas of maple and plums lead to a 

soft texture and almost-sweet, ripe and easy flavors 
of cooked plums and strawberries. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $11 

83 Gnarly Head 2019 Red (Lodi). This wine 
looks and tastes extreme, from an unusually 

dark color to strong grape-jam aromas and rather 
sweet chocolate and cherry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

82 Calculated Risk 2018 Red Wine (Napa Val-
ley). This wine is terribly reductive and 

green, with a strong flavor of tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

OTHER RED WINES

94 Combe 2020 Stolpman Vineyards Trousseau 
(Ballard Canyon). In the fresh red-wine 

game, this is a clear current leader. Almost foggy 
in the glass, the wine hits the nose with brisk and 
fresh raspberry and pomegranate aromas, as light 
herb and eucalyptus cut through the haze. There’s 
an earthy, gravel-like grip to the palate, where the 
fresh fruit flavors are sprinkled with herbs and soil. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

94 Starfield 2018 Estate Grown Aglianico 
(El    Dorado). For full review see page 12. 

Cellar  Selection. 
abv: 14.8%  Price: $42 
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94 Thomas Fogarty 2017 Walker’s Nebbiolo 
( Santa Cruz Mountains). Though a bit shy 

on opening, this wine grows more interesting day 
after day, ensuring a long life. Aromas of red plum, 
hibiscus and wood spice kick off the nose while the 
palate pops with young flavors of fresh berry and 
white pepper. The aggressive tannic streak steadily 
mellows with air. Drink 2023–2042. Cellar Selec-
tion. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

93 J. Lohr 2018 Buena Vista Road Vineyard 
Saint-Macaire (Paso Robles Estrella Dis-

trict). For full review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 16.2% Price: $60 

92 Mediterranean Vineyards 2018 Estate 
Monte pulciano (Fair Play). This full-bodied, 

 intensely flavorful wine blankets the palate with rich 
black-grape, blackberry and oak-spice flavors buoyed 
by an almost thick layer of fine-grained tannins. It 
should be best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $28 

92 Piazza Family 2019 Carbonic Bella Vista 
Vineyard Graciano (Ballard Canyon). The 

carbonic winemaker wave finds a new player in this 
bottling, where the Graciano pops on the nose with 
cracked pepper, herb, tangy red-plum, lemon-peel 
and white-pepper aromas. The peppery quality 
sings across the palate, spicing up the dark-cran-
berry and lavender flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $30 

92 Robert Renzoni 2017 Montepulciano (Tem-
ecula Valley). For full review see page 20. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

92 Rusack 2020 Boundless Mission (Ballard 
Canyon). Grown from cutting of grapes once 

planted on Santa Cruz Island, this fruity, refreshing 
wine begins with aromas of raspberry soda and jam, 
with rose petals, hibiscus and pepper adding nuance. 
It’s brisk on the palate and taut in texture, offering 
dried cranberry, orange-rind, melon-peel and rose-
petal flavors. E ditors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 11.1% Price: $28 

92 Y Rousseau 2017 Tannat (Clarksburg). Rich, 
complex and alluring, this harmonious 

blend of flavors brings dried plum, coffee, molasses 
and chocolate to the palate, wrapped in soft tan-
nins and a full body. This outstanding wine from 
the normally value-oriented Clarksburg appellation 
is warm, broad and delicious to drink now through 
2025. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

91 Epiphany 2018 Rodney’s Vineyard Counoise 
(Santa Barbara County). A ruby shade in the 

glass, this bottling pops on the nose with pomegran-
ate and joyous red-plum aromas, as toasty brown 
Christmas spices linger in the background. Tangy 
acidity and a relatively light body present baked 
red-plums flavors on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

91 Fort Ross Vineyard 2016 Fort Ross Vineyard 
Pinotage (Fort Ross-Seaview). A rare find 

anywhere in California, let alone the coast, this 
cross-breed of Cinsault and Pinot Noir shows earthy 
notes of tree bark and cedar. The elegant frame of 
soft, integrated tannin allows room for layers of 
black tea, berry pie and cardamom to take hold and 
find a seamless core of flavor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

91 Montoliva 2017 Aglianico (Sierra Foothills). 
Mineral and herb accents give this full-bod-

ied wine a unique slant as it brings together tangy 
red-cherry, cranberry and earthy flavors on a rather 
firm texture. It’s certainly an enjoyable change of 
pace wine for California. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $32 

90 Bouchaine 2019 Estate Pinot  Meunier (Carne-
ros). For full review see page 29. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

90 Europa Village 2017 C’est la Vie Counoise 
(Teme cula Valley). Fairly light in the glass, 

with a slight browning edge, this bottling offers 
rustic aromas of roasted strawberries, red plums 
and liquid smoke. Smoked and dried meat flavors 
show on the palate, alongside a red fruit and fig jelly. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $60 

90 Imagery 2017 Upper Ridge Vineyard Lagrein 
(Pine Mountain-Cloverdale Peak). Made 

from grapes more typically found in the Alto Adige, 
this has a fruity nose of strawberry, blueberry and 
baking spice. Juicy and soft, with perfumed notes, 
it’s fun and easy to like, with a full-bodied power 
that it hides well. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

90 Lava Vine 2016 Shypoke Vineyard Charbono 
(Calistoga). Fresh and fruity, this unusual 

variety from the well-known site offers chalky, 
dusty tannins and good, fresh acidity. Smooth and 
supple on the palate, the fruit is crisp, red and 
appealing in length. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Two Shepherds 2018 Hopkins Vineyard 
Pinot Meunier (Russian River Valley). This is 

a light, delicate and tangy red, made entirely from 
the one variety. Soft on the palate, it offers notes 
of rose petal, dried herb, black tea and cranberry, 
remaining supple and seamless through the finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $44 

89 Fortino 2018 Charbono (Santa Clara Valley). 
Charbono is almost a forgotten grape in 

California, where it once thrived, and this version 
sparks hope for more in the future. Aromas of black 
currant and cappuccino lead into a lightly tense 
palate that’s loaded with ripe grape flavors. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

88 Acorn 2017 Alegria Vineyards Dolcetto 
(R ussian River Valley). A rarity for the 

appellation, this includes 3% each of Barbera and 
Freisa. Hearty and rustic in red fruit, dried herb and 
turned earth, it is smooth and soft on the palate, 
with enduring components of cocoa nib, crushed 
rock and tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

88 Mediterranean Vineyards 2018 Estate 
Vineyard Nebbiolo (Fair Play). This is an 

unusually tight and tannic wine that is also deep 
in delicious black-fruit flavors. It will need time to 
mellow, and has the concentration to potentially 
develop nicely. Best after 2026. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

88 Vokel 2018 Abouriou (Chalk Hill). This 
 unusual wine has high-toned acidity and a 

tartness of cranberry, currant and cassis. Smooth 
tannins lie beneath a well-integrated, bright and 
light core of n uanced flavor and elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Villa San-Juliette 2018 Alicante Bouschet 
(Paso Robles). Strong, ripe and extracted 

aromas of prune and fruit cake are lifted by violet, 
Bourbon barrel and loam on the nose of this bot-
tling. The palate is thick and sticky both in flavor 
and texture, as fat tannins carry forward peat-like 
flavors as well as fig and raisin. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $40 

86 Montoliva 2018 Negroamaro (Sierra Foot-
hills). Leather, earth and barnyard aromas 

lead to herbal, earthy flavors in this rather lean, 
rustic-style, full-bodied wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

FORTIFIED WINES

91 Galleano NV Rosé of Peru Sherry (Cucamonga 
Valley). This dessert bottling of a nearly for-

gotten grape imported during colonial times shows 
aromas of brown sugar, maple and browned butter 
on the nose. Caramelized apples, molasses, pecan 
and Bourbon flavors show on the viscous, intriguing 
palate. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 18% Price: $36/375 ml 

90 Agua Dulce 2013 Reserve Port (Califor-
nia). Intense aromas of prune, Bourbon 

and black-pepper spice are rich yet retain a touch 
of freshness on the nose of this bottling. There’s a 
pleasant viscosity to the sip, which is cut by some 
firmer tannins, delivering flavors ranging from Con-
cord grape on the tip to vanilla cake on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 18% Price: $80 

90 Hartford 2014 Port Zinfandel (Russian River 
Valley). Made from old-vine grapes grown 

at Jolene’s and Fanucchi vineyards this wine was 
then fortified with Germain-Robin brandy. Viscous, 
unctuous and softly textured, it tastes of blackberry 
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cobbler, nutmeg, gingerbread and Christmas spice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 18.9% Price: $40/375 ml 

OREGON
CHARDONNAY

94 Bethel Heights 2018 Casteel Vineyard Char-
donnay (Eola-Amity Hills). The winery 

offers a splendid slate of Chardonnays, all from 
estate-grown fruit. This reserve bears the owners’ 
name, is barrel-fermented and shines with a rich 
mix of fruit, oak and butter. What propels all the 
mainstream flavors is the acidity, underscoring the 
apple, pear and peach fruit, and keeping the finish 
lively. A touch of minerality along with the pretty 
barrel toast makes the finish as luscious as the 
beginning. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

94 Brittan Vineyards 2018 Estate Chardonnay 
(McMinnville). This is the first estate-grown 

Chardonnay from Robert Brittan, and as you’d 
expect from this master winemaker, it’s a doozy. 
The influence of 15% new French oak is felt but 
not overwhelming, and the clean apple, peach and 
citrus fruit bursts open with exhilarating freshness. 
There’s a whiff of flint also, and a seam of honey-
suckle. This clearly has long-term aging potential. 
Drink now and into the early 2030s. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

94 Irvine & Roberts 2018 Convergence Chardon-
nay (Rogue Valley). For full review see page 

10. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

94 Nysa Vineyard 2017 Chardonnay (Dundee 
Hills). With single-vineyard precision, this 

brings pinpoint flavors of ripe tree fruits, a slice 
of citrus and elevating acidity. Barrel aging brings 
a seam of vanilla and toasted nuts, with a sym-
phony of flavors wrapping around and through the 
extended finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

93 Bethel Heights 2018 Justice Vineyard Estate 
Chardonnay (Eola-Amity Hills). Sharp and 

spicy, this is a pungent wine with a broad streak of 
citrus. The mix of tart citrus and pungent herb is 
distinctive and emblematic of the vineyard. Taut 
and steely, this young wine takes its green berry and 
apple fruit to another level. Give it generous breath-
ing time to really open it up fully. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $56 

93 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Iron Filbert Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). Bright and 

lightly peppery, this is layered with a plentiful mix 
of apple, citrus and cucumber. It’s fresh and fra-
grant, structured for aging, and kissed at the end 
with wet stone. The length and depth suggest aging 

it for another decade, with occasional check-ins to 
track its evolution. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $120 

93 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Quartz Acorn Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Yamhill-Carlton). This 

single-vineyard barrel selection is the upstairs 
companion to the Incline Estate from the same site. 
It’s very fine cool-climate winemaking, with sleek 
citrus flavors running the spectrum of lemon, lime 
and grapefruit. Aged in all neutral oak, it nonethe-
less hints at barrel toast in the nose, and has more 
body overall than its stablemate. Drink now through 
the decade. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $120 

93 J.C. Somers 2019 Corrine Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Chehalem Mountains). Jay Somers 

knows his way around crisp white wines, and 
this sterling effort saw no malo or new wood. It’s 
stacked with citrus and celery, as well as hints of 
pine needles and flint, all boosted high with crisp 
acidity. The flavors are crisp and tightly focused, 
penetrating through a long, refreshing finish. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

93 Lemelson 2017 Reserve Chardonnay (Wil-
lamette Valley). Released almost two years 

ago, this has had plenty of bottle age and is in a 
prime drinking window. It was barrel-fermented 
and aged 15 months in one-quarter new French 
oak. Give it a chill and it stiffens the acidity; drink 
it at room temperature and the more buttery pastry 
flavors emerge. Apple, peach, toasted marshmallow 
and almond paste are all threaded on through. Enjoy 
this now through the mid-decade. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

92 Alexana 2018 Terroir Series Chardonnay (Wil-
lamette Valley). A rich gold color introduces 

this well-endowed wine. Scents and flavors of Bour-
bon barrel toast and a fleshy mix of stone fruits and 
melon combine in a dense core of lush flavor. It sac-
rifices some elegance for sheer power, finishing with 
a burst of butterscotch. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Alloro 2019 Estate Chardonnay (Chehalem 
Mountains). Though the listed alcohol is 

just under 13%, the wine does not lack for body or 
depth. Toast and vanilla, butter and apple, melon 
and white peach are all in the mix. The mouthfeel 
is smooth and supple, and the flavors coat the back 
palate and bring notes of balsa and cream. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $39 

92 Bethel Heights 2018 Estate Chardonnay 
(Eola-Amity Hills). From own-rooted estate 

vines, this warm, lightly buttery wine is streaked 
with caramel around fresh apple fruit. Instantly 
delicious, it adds highlights of white radish and 
lemon verbena, neatly melding all flavors together 
through a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

92 Big Table Farm 2019 The Elusive Queen 
Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). This is the 

reserve Chardonnay from a vintage with notably 
high acidity and low finished alcohol. Though not 
unlike the Wild Bee cuvée, here there is more con-
centration to the flavors of lemon, lime, citrus rind 
and green tropical fruits. The phenolic frame tight-
ens the focus and lengthens the finish. This tart and 
juicy wine should show especially well with oysters, 
shellfish, halibut and poultry with lemon. —P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $85 

92 Child’s Play 2019 Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). Labeled Willamette Valley but 

100% Yamhill-Carlton grapes, this includes 10% 
white Pinot Noir in the blend, which seems to be 
just about perfect. This is a flavor-packed wine, 
literally exploding with ripe apricot, peach, mango 
and papaya fruit. Along with that is a pleasing nutty 
note and the smooth palate of a wine aged in neutral 
oak. With flavors this deep and delicious, this wine 
is an absolute bargain. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 DanCin 2018 Allongé Chardonnay (Rogue 
Valley). Made entirely in concrete egg, this 

is unique among the winery’s expansive Chardon-
nay portfolio. The mouthfeel borders on unctuous, 
with rich flavors of pear and peach, a hint of mint 
and a caramel-streaked finish. Sappy, sexy and 
svelte, it has subdued the tendency of concrete to 
dry out the fruit. In fact, the balance is perfect, the 
fruit polished and the finish detailed and lengthy. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $32 

92 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Incline Estate 
Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). Richer than its 

alcohol level might suggest, this melds green apple, 
white peach and jicama with ample acidity and 
hints of mineral. There’s a nice mix of fresh herbs, 
lemon verbena in particular, and chamomile tea 
trailing out the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

92 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Incline Estate Char-
donnay (Yamhill-Carlton). The cool vintage 

perfectly suits the winemaking style here, and these 
organic grapes from an estate vineyard fill out the 
palate with tangy citrus, green apple and a hint of 
pineapple. The wine was aged on the lees for 10 
months in neutral French oak from several coopers. 
It’s taut, almost steely and sappy; it should age 
nicely over the next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

92 Dusky Goose 2017 Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). This is actually a single-clone 

(Dijon 548), single-vineyard (Fennwood) wine from 
the Yamhill-Carlton AVA, though you’d have to 
scrutinize the back label to get those details. It’s a 
interesting bottle, annotated with pepper and sweet 
spice, fresh with clean acidity and a lemony kick, 
and nicely layered throughout. Take a chance and 
tuck it away for a few years, or pop it now while it’s 
young and zesty. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 
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92 Irvine & Roberts 2018 Ascendance Chardon-
nay (Rogue Valley). This barrel selection 

puts the emphasis on boosting the acidity, which 
reveals itself in the fresh thyme and tarragon aromas 
and flavors of cucumber, melon and green banana. 
Though not a high-acidity wine by Willamette Val-
ley standards, for this much warmer region it’s 
enough to keep the flavors lively and complex. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $60 

92 Ponzi 2017 Reserve Chardonnay (Laurelwood 
District). Recently sold to Champagne Bol-

linger, Ponzi is using the most recent releases to 
showcase the newly approved Laurelwood District 
AVA. Although the single-vineyard 2018 estate 
Chardonnays have already been released, this late-
breaking 2017 reserve is all-estate fruit and shows 
the same careful winemaking as all the earlier 
releases. Toasty flavors of nutmeg, Key lime, crisp 
pear and a lovely saline note combine gracefully, 
offering top-tier quality at a moderate cost. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $45 

91 Big Table Farm 2019 The Wild Bee Chardonnay 
(Willamette Valley). It’s fair to assume that 

with alcohol dropped down to the low 12% range, 
this is going to be a highly acidic wine. That it is, but 
along with the zippy, lemony acidity comes nuanced 
flavors of lemon zest, green pineapple, green banana 
and a hint of peanut butter in the finish. The wine 
was barrel-fermented in mostly neutral French oak. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $30 

91 Domaine De Broglie 2019 Chardonnay (Dundee 
Hills). This new Oregon venture from Fran-

cis Ford Coppola kicks off with a classy barrel-fer-
mented estate-grown Chardonnay. Despite the low 
alcohol, there is a gentle richness to the flavors of 
pineapple, lemon zest and limoncello. Aged one year 
in 30% new barrels, it tightens up a bit through the 
finish, adding accents of fresh herbs. —P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $38 

91 Open Claim 2018 Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). A bright yellow-gold color, this 

reflects its 16 months in one-third new French oak. 
The flavor impact of the barrels is less toasty and 
more like raw wood, and needs further bottle time 
for full integration. The fruit is crisp and medium 
ripe, with a mix of apple, white peach, lemon and 
grapefruit. There’s a thin streak of vanilla weaving 
through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

91 Phelps Creek 2018 Lynette Chardonnay 
(Columbia Gorge). Soft and buttery, this 

should have wide appeal to lovers of a certain pop-
corn-flavored style of Chardonnay. Once past the 
lush open, you’ll find that there’s a creamy texture 
and enough natural acidity to keep the flavors from 
falling flat. Green apple, pineapple, brioche and 
flaky pie crust components share the palate. Drink 
now and over the next three or four years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $49 

91 Raptor Ridge 2017 Gran Moraine Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Yamhill-Carlton). For full review 

see page 27. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Willful 2019 Chardonnay (Ribbon Ridge). 
Spicy stone fruit flavors are on display in this 

single-vineyard effort, only the second Chardonnay 
made by this producer. There are light touches of 
cream and butter cookie, along with a whiff of the 
sea breeze character of this special AVA. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

91 Willful 2018 Chardonnay (Ribbon Ridge). The 
first Chardonnay from Willful is creamy and 

rich, a big mouthful of pretty papaya, banana, butter 
and spice. Sourced from a single Ribbon Ridge vine-
yard, it’s in prime drinking condition and should 
remain there for another half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Northwest Ridge 2019 8 Barrel Chardonnay 
(Willamette Valley). This well-constructed 

wine uses estate grapes. It has the toasty, lightly 
buttery flavors popular with many consumers and 
is balanced throughout. Melon, apple and a hint of 
cucumber are the principal fruit flavors. It was aged 
on the lees for a year in French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $24 

90 Stave & Stone 2019 Broken Boulder Vine-
yards Chardonnay (Columbia Gorge). A 

zippy, zesty wine, this shows the crisp minerality of 
the site along with spicy flavors of apple and daikon 
radish. Some new barrels seem to be in the mix, and 
the impact of the wood somewhat mutes the natural 
expression of the vineyard. The finish is smooth and 
lightly buttery. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

88 Chemistry 2019 Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). It’s hard to find Willamette Valley 

Chard under $15, and this sets a fine value standard. 
It shows a soft, buttery touch of oak that smooths 
out the finish. The fruit is a generic mix touching on 
apple and pear and lemon, with that buttery streak 
lingering. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2018 Dijon 
Clone Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). 

Priced as an entry-level Chardonnay, this is light 
and airy, with deft touches of oak and acidity 
around fruit flavors of apple, daikon radish and 
white melon. There’s a palate-tickling peppery note 
that trails on out through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 King Estate 2019 Chardonnay (Willamette 
Valley). This is a fruity, pleasant, standard 

style of Chardonnay. Light apple, lemon and white 
peach fruit hints at spice and toast. The acidity 
was somewhat modulated with partial malolactic. 
Enjoy this over the next couple of years. Two bottles 
tasted (the first lightly corked). —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $21 

86 A to Z 2020 Chardonnay (Oregon). The fruit 
is generic and lean, with crunchy jicama 

and white radish highlights adding a peppery note. 
It’s soundly made, fresh and simple, and should be 
enjoyed over the near term. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

85 Wetzel Estate 2017 Chardonnay (Van Duzer 
Corridor). Scents of burnt wood and retsina 

obliterate the fruit. It’s mostly barrel toast that 
you’ll taste, along with a minty finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

83 Belle Fiore 2017 Chardonnay (Rogue Valley). 
There’s a sour, funky note with a touch of 

garlic in the nose. The flavors are generic white 
fruits and seem to be fading, with a bitter finish. 
Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $27 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

92 King Estate 2019 Croft Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Willamette Valley). For full review 

see page 19. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

91 King Estate 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Oregon). 
For full review see page 25. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Knostman 2019 Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
(Umpqua Valley). This is the first release 

from this winery, and it’s young and crisp with fla-
vors of lemongrass and apple. There’s a suggestion 
of oak as well, though no specific indication of any 
barrel time. It’s a well-made example of the variety, 
clean and persistent through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

PINOT GRIS

93 King Estate 2019 Croft Vineyard Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). For full review see page 

14. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

93 King Estate 2019 Domaine Estate Grown 
Made with Biodynamic Grapes Pinot Gris 

(Willamette Valley). For full review see page 15. Edi-
tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

92 David Hill 2019 Estate Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Scented with a fresh sea breeze 

saltiness, this is an elegant wine with mineral high-
lights around light fruit flavors of kumquat and 
other citrus. Despite the overall elegance, the fla-
vors persist deep into the palate and through the 
finish, with a refreshing trail of wet stone. It was 
aged in a 50-50 mix of oval oak cask and stainless 
steel. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $22 
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92 Keeler 2016 Barrel Aged Pinot Gris (Eola-
Amity Hills). Softened with a pretty honeyed 

character, this reserve-level biodynamic wine is 
currently at a fine balance point between fresh pear, 
apple and citrus fruit flavors and the beginning of 
a softer palate with bottle-aged flavors of beeswax 
and pastry. The winery’s Pinot Gris have a proven 
track record for exceptional ageworthiness. This 
could go another decade. Drink now to 2030. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

92 King Estate 2019 Backbone Pinot Gris (Wil-
lamette Valley). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Westmount 2020 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). Juicy, sappy and flat-out delicious, this 

is lushly endowed with ripe citrus and apple fruit, 
along with hints of green melon. Set against crisp 
acidity, the freshness is compelling, and amped up 
with a palate-cleaning minerality. This could age 
nicely, but the pleasure is right there right now, so 
why wait? Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $20 

92 Winter’s Hill 2018 Watershed Pinot Gris 
(Dundee Hills). A sensational value in a 

Pinot Gris, this is estate grown, beautifully ripened, 
and loaded with lush flavors of apple, lemon, lime 
and grapefruit. The acidity is fresh and juicy, and 
there is no oak influence, nor is any needed. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $16 

91 Carlton Cellars 2020 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). Forward and aromatic, this opens 

with fresh and lively pear fruit scents and flavors. 
The wine has excellent depth, adding hints of but-
tery pastry and vanilla wafer, along with lovely lem-
ony acidity. The details keep coming, with almond 
cookie wrapping up the trailing finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

91 Keeler 2017 Barrel Aged Pinot Gris (Eola-
Amity Hills). Using grapes from the biody-

namic estate vineyard, this tastes far richer than 
its relatively low alcohol would suggest. Pear fruit 
with grapefruit accents has been softened with neu-
tral oak barrel aging. Light accents of butter, but-
terscotch and sweet spices provide pleasant details. 
Drink now and over the next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $34 

91 King Estate 2019 Johnson School Vineyard 
Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). For full review 

see page 25. 
abv: 14% Price: $26 

91 King Estate 2019 Paradox Made with Estate-
Grown Biodynamic Grapes Pinot Gris (Willa-

mette Valley). For full review see page 25. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $35 

91 King Estate 2019 Steiner Block Estate Grown 
Certified Biodynamic Pinot Gris (Willamette 

Valley). For full review see page 25. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

90 Northwest Ridge 2019 8 Barrel Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). Vinified with estate 

grapes and aged on the lees in neutral French oak, 
this is spicy and stylish. The fresh fruit flavors mix 
apples, pears, a touch of white radish and a slim 
suggestion of papaya. The finish lingers gracefully, 
with a dash of pepper as it fades. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

90 Underwood 2019 Pinot Gris (Oregon). 
Three-quarters Willamette Valley, one-

quarter Applegate Valley and all-stainless fer-
mented, this is a fragrant and loose-knit wine with 
broad appeal. The flavors ping on apple, grapefruit, 
lime, cucumber and green melon, with just enough 
acidity to propel the wine through the finish. It’s 
clean and refreshing, with a zesty snap to it. Best 
Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

89 Chemistry 2019 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). This is crisp, clean and straightfor-

ward, a refreshing white wine with notes of citrus 
flesh and citrus rind along with green apple fruit. It 
was done entirely in stainless and carries its flavors 
confidently through a lingering finish. Best Buy. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

89 Christopher Michael 2018 Pinot Gris (Ore-
gon). Labeled simply “Oregon” but almost 

entirely Willamette Valley fruit, this clean and 
minerally wine was done entirely in stainless steel. 
The fruit flavors of lemon and tangerine and white 
peach are crisp and focused, with defining acidity 
and freshness throughout. Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Phelps Creek 2019 Pinot Gris (Columbia 
Gorge). A blend of grapes from both sides 

of the Columbia River, this is a sharp, spicy wine, 
its green pineapple fruit buttressed with racy lem-
ony acidity. Enjoy it in its refreshing youth, when 
it has the kick of hard lemonade with the body of a 
medium-weight wine. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $24 

88 Fox Farm 2018 Ti Bon Ange Reserve Pinot 
Gris (Dundee Hills). Native yeast and neu-

tral oak aging on the lees have made this a dense, 
aromatic, textured wine with hints of oxidation. 
A tawny gold color, it’s still reasonably lively with 
ample acidity, though the fruit has gone into sec-
ondary dried flavors. There are suggestions of bread 
and straw also. Drink this over the next two or three 
years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

88 Kudos 2020 Pinot Gris (Willamette Valley). 
Sharp and tight, this frames its cut pear 

fruit with mildly bitter green-skin flavors. Some 

extra breathing time will help to soften it up a bit, 
but the balance overall is fine. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $14 

88 Phelps Creek 2019 Estate Reserve Barrel 
Fermented Pinot Gris (Columbia Gorge). 

Barrel-fermented in a mix of French and American 
oak, half new, this is a spicy, toasty young wine that 
should be aerated to soften up the edges. The light 
pear and apple fruit is varietally specific, and with 
additional bottle age the oak influence should mod-
erate. Drink after 2022. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $34 

85 Château Bianca 2019 Pinot Gris (Van Duzer 
Corridor). This rather insipid wine offers 

dilute flavors of pear and wet stone. There are hints 
of straw as it does a quick fade. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Henry Estate 2019 Pinot Gris (Umpqua Val-
ley). A tawny yellow shade, this wine is 

spicy and dry, though already trending toward flat-
ness. Best to drink it soon while some fruit fresh-
ness remains. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

85 Melrose 2019 Pinot Gris (Umpqua Valley). 
Almost transparent in color, this tastes 

lightly of apple and lemon, with a bite to the mouth-
feel. There are hints of residual sugar and a pine-
apple aroma. Drink over the next year. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

WHITE PINOT NOIR

91 Stave & Stone 2019 Broken Boulder Vineyards 
Pinot Noir Blanc Pinot Noir (Columbia Gorge). 

This could just as well be labeled rosé of Pinot Noir, 
as it is a pretty pale copper color. By any name it’s 
a most delightful bottle, accented gently with cin-
namon spice around clean apple fruit. There are 
gentle hints of blood orange and strawberry if you 
dive down a bit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

90 Anne Amie 2018 Prismé Pinot Noir Blanc 
Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This is 

a pretty pale copper-gold, flavorful, full and round. 
It’s succulent wine, with enough age to smooth all 
the corners. It’s got ripe apple fruit, light baking 
spices and enough fresh acidity to keep it drinking 
well over another three or four years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

88 Brandborg 2018 Fleur de Lis White Pinot Noir 
(Elkton Oregon). Sourced from the Ferris 

Wheel Estate Vineyard, this opens with floral and 
citrus aromas, and once in the mouth has a musky 
appeal. Apple, white peach and melon fruit is lightly 
evident, and it rolls through a clean finish with the 
barest hint of toasted almonds. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $27 

87 Phelps Creek 2019 Corduroy Pinot Noir Blanc 
Pinot Noir (Columbia Gorge). Estate-grown 
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Pinot Noir is quickly pressed and fermented in 50% 
new French oak. In color and mouthfeel it’s indis-
tinguishable from Chardonnay, with simple green 
fruit and lightly buttery highlights of barrel toast. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $59 

87 Sun Break 2020 Nicolette Cortell-Rose Vine-
yard White Pinot Noir Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 

Hills). This is right on the edge of sour, with a con-
flict between the lemony acidity and the apple-fla-
vored fruit, which seems to be showing early hints 
of oxidation. The future’s unknown but perhaps it’s 
best to drink this over the next year or two. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

RIESLING

94 Brooks 2019 Brooks Estate Vineyard Sweet 
P Riesling (Eola-Amity Hills). This medium-

sweet wine is a selection from the estate vineyard, 
which was planted in 1974. The aromas enchant 
with a dense mix of honeysuckle, clover, maple 
syrup, coconut and more. In the mouth it’s less 
sweet than tangy, with added flavors of lime, grape-
fruit, sweet melon and papaya. All in all it’s a lus-
cious and deep wine with excellent aging potential. 
Drink now through 2035. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $28 

94 Ribbon Ridge Winery 2018 RR Ridgecrest 
Vineyards Riesling (Ribbon Ridge). This dry 

Riesling explodes with ripe, tangy fruit, a cavalcade 
of citrus from Meyer lemon to Satsuma orange to 
freshly cut pineapple. The overall balance is per-
fect, with juicy acidity, skin flavors and a hint of wet 
rock. The depth and luscious texture of this wine 
suggest that it will reward cellaring, but it is drink-
ing beautifully already. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

93 Brooks 2019 La Chenaie Vineyard Riesling 
(Eola-Amity Hills). All stainless fermented, 

this medium-dry wine drinks riper than its rela-
tively low alcohol would suggest. Peaches dusted 
with powdered sugar and backed with juicy Meyer 
lemon acidity makes this a fascinating, dense and 
detailed wine. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

93 Brooks 2019 Lone Star Vineyard Riesling 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This excellent site 

pushes forth a rich mix of ripe apples, peaches, can-
taloupe and a splash of citrus. The vineyard has a 
pleasing minerality and here it neatly underscores 
the lush fruit. The wine lingers and extends itself, 
suggesting that further improvement is in the cards. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

92 Brooks 2019 Ara Riesling (Willamette Val-
ley). Sharp tree fruit flavors are accented 

with tart herbs, crisp apple skin and lemon rind. It’s 
a tight wine with a certain tension to it, and it needs 
extra time to unwind further. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

92 Brooks 2019 Brooks Estate Vineyard Riesling 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This 1974 planting comes 

across as the more tart and acidic entry among the 
2019 Rieslings from Brooks. Sharply defined flavors 
of lemon, pineapple and apple give the wine texture 
and depth, with balancing acidity. A light hint of 
lemon verbena trails out the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $34 

92 Brooks 2019 Orchard Fold Vineyard Riesling 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Despite the low alcohol, 

this is not overly sweet, but the searing tartness 
of past vintages has been moderated here. Lemon, 
vanilla, sweet pineapple and green apple are all in 
play, with ample acidity to cut through. —P.G. 
abv: 10.8% Price: $28 

91 A to Z 2020 Riesling (Oregon). This lively, low 
alcohol wine is slightly pétillant and burst-

ing with fresh fruit flavors. Mandarin orange, Meyer 
lemon, pink grapefruit and Cosmic Crisp apple all 
come to mind, with lovely hints of citrus rind. The 
penetrating finish is dry but not at all austere. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

90 Brandborg 2018 Riesling (Elkton Oregon). 
Intensely aromatic, with pungent scents of 

diesel and citrus oil. The flavors penetrate equally, 
with mixed citrus flesh and rind, lemon verbena and 
dry honeycomb. It’s finished dry, though not sear-
ingly dry, and glides cleanly on through the finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $18 

90 MonksGate 2020 C12 Dry Riesling (Yamhill-
Carlton). Though dry, this has a juicy fruity 

quality that gives it an impression of some sweet-
ness. Apple, pear and lemon fruit congregates and 
focuses the midpalate, with a slightly crunchy grip 
to the acidity. It’s most refreshing and should be 
enjoyed over the next couple of vintages. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $27 

89 Kudos 2020 Riesling (Willamette Valley). 
A beery nose kicks off this dry, tart wine. 

The crisp apple and peach fruit is highlighted with 
lemony acidity that fill out into a tangerine finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $16 

88 Chehalem 2019 Corral Creek Vineyard Ries-
ling (Chehalem Mountains). A bright gold 

color, this old-vine (planted in 1983) Riesling opens 
with subtle aromas of bee pollen, herbal tea, dried 
hay and clover. Hints of all of those elements con-
tinue on the palate, with flavors of dried apples and 
tea. Finished dry, the wine will need your full atten-
tion, as nothing really stands out. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

87 Belle Fiore 2017 Belle Arte Riesling (Rogue 
Valley). Though showing early signs of fad-

ing, this is in a good drinking window, with apples 
and peaches for fruit, and enough skin flavors to put 
a little bite in the finish. Drink now to 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $27 

87 Keeler 2019 Riesling (Eola-Amity Hills). 
This dry, low alcohol wine was fermented 

and aged in a mix of concrete egg and neutral oak. 
It’s tart to borderline sour, with a spicy pear note. 
Mostly what you’ll taste is lemony pulp and juice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $32 

85 RainSong 2019 Dry Riesling (Willamette Val-
ley). It’s bone-dry and very low in alcohol, 

hence quite sour. Your tolerance and/or affection 
for highly acidic wines will determine your feelings 
about this particular bottle. But for most palates, 
the fruit will taste like lemon juice, and the wine 
will lack the complexity and texture that most dry 
Rieslings display. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $20 

VIOGNIER

94 Cayuse 2019 Cailloux Vineyard Viognier 
(Walla Walla Valley). Coming from the first 

Viognier vines planted in Walla Walla Valley in 
1997, this wine always captures the distinctiveness 
of this region of the valley, with plentiful wet stone 
aromas and flavors. Along with them are notes of 
white peach and flower. There’s ripeness but also 
deftness, precision, and freshness. A long, long 
stone fruit and wet stone-filled finish separates this 
completely enchanting offering. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

90 Et Fille 2019 Deux Vert Vineyard Viognier 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Pungent with a mix of 

botanicals, citrus rind and peaches, this is an asser-
tive, low-alcohol style. Fermented entirely in stain-
less steel, it’s lean but flavorful with highlights of 
lemon verbena, green apple and white peach. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

90 King Estate 2019 Quail Run Vineyards Viog-
nier (Rogue Valley). For full review see page 

30.
abv: 13.2% Price: $26 

87 Season 2018 Viognier (Southern Oregon). 
Viognier can be sharp to the point of bitter-

ness, but here it’s been smoothed out, with those 
bitter herbs somehow muted. Lemon and lime fruit 
and rind stands out, along with hints of banana. 
Drink this over the next two or three years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $22 

WHITE BLENDS

92 Analemma 2018 Blanco (Columbia Gorge). 
This is principally made with the Galician 

Godello grape, here blended with 15% of the more 
familiar Albariño. There’s a funky fungal undercur-
rent to the more standard flavors of a crisp white 
wine; it’s a white wine with a strong umami note. 
Unusual hints of roasted peanuts come into the 
mix, and as the wine plays out through the finish 
the expressive flavors of these biodynamic grapes 
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seem to expand and lengthen, with floral highlights. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $32 

91 Cathedral Ridge 2020 Necessity White 
(Columbia Gorge). A Riesling, Chardonnay, 

Pinot Gris blend, this takes the best of all three 
grapes and neatly combines them. From Riesling 
comes a touch of honey and perfumed white flow-
ers; the Chardonnay adds weight and citrus, while 
the Pinot Gris brings texture and pear. It’s a solidly 
successful combination, fresh and vividly acidic. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $30 

89 King Estate 2019 Four Nobles Cuvée Blanc 
(Willamette Valley). This estate-grown 

blend includes 38% Pinot Gris, 38% Gewürztra-
miner, 15% Muscat and 9% Riesling. The pretty 
aromas reflect them all, with the floral highlights 
you’d anticipate. The Pinot Gris gives it body, and 
the wine has a lovely lightness without sacrificing 
flavor. Oranges, apples, celery and cucumbers blend 
together in the midpalate. Give it a bit of a chill and 
enjoy! —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

87 King Estate 2019 Quail Run Vineyards & Gold 
Vineyard Roussanne-Marsanne (Rogue Val-

ley). Blending fruit from two vineyards, this barrel-
fermented wine also includes 14% Viognier. The 
components seem to be fighting for dominance, 
with the perfumed Viognier in stark contrast to the 
stone fruits of the other two grapes. On balance it’s 
a pleasant, simple and fruity white wine that seems 
a bit diffuse. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

OTHER WHITE WINES

92 Amity 2019 Pinot Blanc (Eola-Amity Hills). 
This is a zesty, fresh, lip-smacking style. 

Tangy flavors of apple, melon and lime collide in a 
tasty collage. The acidity is buoyant, and the hints 
of lemon verbena and citrus skin add both depth 
and nuance. It was fermented in neutral oak (30%) 
and aged on the lees. The overall production is way 
up, and the price has ticked down, so this is a win-
win-win. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 Analemma 2018 Mosier Hills Estate Albariño 
(Columbia Gorge). This is exceptionally rich, 

with a floral top note and a core of ripe flavors of 
peach and tropical fruits. It feels heavier and big-
ger overall than its relatively low alcohol, and the 
lingering flavors come with accents of candied fruits 
and burnt caramel. It seems to be in a prime drink-
ing window already. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $38 

91 David Hill 2019 Block 16 Sylvaner (Tualatin 
Hills). As part of the ongoing renovation of 

this historic vineyard, a new label design for spe-
cial and limited old-vine bottlings makes its debut 
with this lovely Sylvaner. An original Charles Coury 

planting, it’s a dry, aromatic wine with flavors of 
hibiscus tea and star fruit, dried lemon peel and a 
touch of grapefruit. One-quarter was fermented and 
aged in neutral oak, the rest in stainless. The low 
alcohol makes it a perfect summer sipper. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $20 

91 David Hill 2019 Estate Gewürztraminer (Wil-
lamette Valley). This exceptional wine cap-

tures the distinctive floral scents and flavors of the 
grape without dousing the taster in perfume. It’s dry 
and textural, with notes of ginger, lemon peel and 
Mandarin orange. It was aged for seven months in 
an Austrian oval cask. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $25 

91 Patton Valley 2020 Chenin Blanc (Tualatin 
Hills). Fermented with native yeast in neutral 

oak, this delicious take on the grape is polished and 
precocious. Grapefruit, lemon, apple and peach fruit 
is in the mix, aromatically accented with scents of 
citrus rind and lemony herbs. It had the pungency 
of Sauvignon Blanc and the stone and citrus fruits 
of Chenin. Ageworthy? You bet. Drink now through 
the rest of the 2020s. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $26 

90 Leah Jørgensen Cellars 2019 Mae’s Vineyard 
Blanc de Cabernet Franc (Applegate Val-

ley). This is a sleek, tart, tightly spun wine, at least 
now in the early going. Pale straw and scented with 
citrus, it could pass for Chardonnay. The acidity is 
prominent, along with some skin phenolics. It was 
fermented and aged in acacia barrels, leaving a hint 
of vanilla trailing out the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Raptor Ridge 2019 Tuscowallame Estate 
Grüner Veltliner (Chehalem Mountains). 

This is a refreshing, bright and tart low-alcohol 
wine. It shows a European sensibility in its elegant 
structure and juicy acidity, with the extra punch of 
citrus and Asian pear fruit. Enjoy this lightly chilled 
on a hot summer day with any light picnic fare. 
—P.G. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $30 

88 Adelsheim 2019 Bryan Creek Vineyard Pinot 
Blanc (Chehalem Mountains). A low-alcohol 

wine in this vintage, with acidity bordering on sour, 
with a lemony kick that underscores delicate fla-
vors of apple and pear and green melon. Aging on 
the lees in neutral barrels has softened the mouth-
feel, which hints at partial malolactic fermentation, 
though none is indicated. Drink this over the next 
two or three years. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

85 Chehalem 2019 Grüner Veltliner (Ribbon 
Ridge). The slightly tawny straw color sug-

gests incipient oxidation, and the wine’s flatness in 
the mouth confirms it. The vivid, peppery quality 
for which the grape is known is nowhere evident. 
The flavors are autumnal, like apples just past the 

point of optimal ripeness, so this wine should be 
consumed as soon as possible. —P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $30 

85 Henry Estate 2019 Müller-Thurgau (Umpqua 
Valley). Off-dry, simple and fruity, this is 

a wine that should be drunk while it’s young and 
fresh. Loaded with peach and Meyer lemon fruit, 
along with sugary sweetness that is somewhat offset 
by moderate acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

SPARKLING WINES

94 Argyle 2016 Knudsen Vineyard Brut (Dundee 
Hills). This distinctive single-vineyard 

sparkling wine is all Pinot Noir from a 1974 plant-
ing of Pommard clones at this iconic vineyard. The 
flavors come to a tight focus, with a nutty, peppery, 
lightly toasty quality. The color is a deep gold, with 
fruit flavors of white peach and accents of slightly 
candied citrus. The wine looks and feels polished 
to a fine gloss, and the deeply concentrated finish 
lingers almost indefinitely. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

92 Domaine Divio 2017 Crémant Vintage Brut 
(Willamette Valley). Though not labeled as 

a sparkling rosé, this qualifies as such, with a pretty 
coppery hue and a mix of Pinot Noir and Chardon-
nay grapes. Along with defining minerality it shows 
crisp apple fruit with lighter notes of watermelon 
and strawberry. Aged 32 months on the lees and 
disgorged in November 2020, it’s a zesty, fresh tast-
ing Crémant with a fine, penetrating effervescence. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

91 Domaine De Broglie 2018 Block H Pommard 
Cline Brut Rosé (Dundee Hills). Fruity, expan-

sive and quite tasty, this méthode Champenoise 
bubbly rings every flavor bell despite its youth. 
There’s plenty of cherry fruit, sappy acidity with a 
touch of grapefruit and exceptional length through 
a clean finish. It’s definitely fruit powered, yet with 
the length and subtle finesse of other sparkling 
wines that have spent far more time on the lees. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

90 Brooks 2016 Extended Tirage Sparkling 
Riesling (Willamette Valley). This Sekt-

style bubbly is quite deliciously dry. It spent 44 
months en tirage prior to bottling. There is a pleas-
ant dusty quality to the flavors, which focus on 
lemon and grapefruit rind, green apple and wet 
stone. The overall length and crystal clean purity 
are impressive. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

88 Raptor Ridge 2016 Brut Rosé (Chehalem 
Mountains). This méthode Champenoise 

sparkler is a lovely rose sunset color. The flavors 
touch upon dilute strawberry jam, with appealing 
fruit sweetness though this is finished totally dry. 
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It stops short when it hits a phenolic wall in the 
finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

87 Patton Valley 2020 Pétillant Naturel Pinot 
Noir (Tualatin Hills). This screw-capped, all 

Pinot Noir, lightly fizzy wine is pretty and aromatic, 
with a yeasty character that should not surprise. It’s 
a style intended for immediate drinking, and this 
fits the bill. Not complicated, but tangy and lightly 
fruity with plenty of acidity, it’s a wine to chill and 
enjoy with your next picnic. —P.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $26 

87 Stoller 2017 LaRue’s Brut Rosé (Dundee 
Hills). Foamy with big, blowsy bubbles, this 

traditional method sparkler is 84% Pinot Noir and 
16% Chardonnay. It’s minimally ripe, even for a 
sparkling wine, and finished completely dry. The 
flavors are austere, hinting at dried apples and a 
whisper of cherries. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

86 Season 2019 Transparency (Southern Ore-
gon). Screw-capped and lightly fizzy, this 

Muscat, Riesling and Müller-Thurgau blend is aro-
matic and fruity, with soda pop flavors. Consistent 
from vintage to vintage in both style and flavor, it’s 
a good candidate for a mixer or punch wine. —P.G. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $18 

84 RainSong NV Sparkling Blanc de Noirs (Wil-
lamette Valley). Two-thirds is Pinot Noir, 

the rest Pinot Meunier. It was sealed with a crown 
cap. The color suggests oxidation is well along, and 
the freshness is gone. Dried apple flavors come with 
a bit of sweetness, giving the finish a lightly syrupy 
flavor. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $30 

80 RainSong NV Sparkling Blanc de Pinot 
Meunier (Willamette Valley). Sealed with a 

crown cap, this is a musty, oxidized wine with no 
hint of fruit. It’s well past whatever prime there may 
have been. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

PINOT NOIR ROSÉS

92 Domaine Roy & Fils 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). This sets the high bar 

for rosé from Pinot Noir. Luscious fruit flavors of 
strawberry jam, along with hints of rhubarb, show 
depth beyond the norm. This single-vineyard wine 
uses organic grapes from the Quartz Acorn Vine-
yard. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

91 King Estate 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). For full review see page 25. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

91 Lange 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This high-end rosé is grounded in 

exceptional fruit sourced from Lange Estate and 

Freedom Hill. Produced by the saignée method, it’s 
a luscious mix of watermelon, strawberry, raspberry 
candy and tangy Bing cherry. A gentle hint of Pro-
vençal herbs adds texture and length. Simply deli-
cious. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

90 Adelsheim 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Willa-
mette Valley). A well-made example of the 

category, this brings light flavors of strawberries 
and citrus, backed by ample acidity. Aged princi-
pally in stainless steel, it has a juicy vitality and 
lingering minerality. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Dragon’s Vineyard 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé 
(Willamette Valley). Made by Brigadoon 

Wine Company’s Matt Shown, this charming rosé 
tastes of watermelon and strawberries, with some 
juicy, lemony acidity. Hints of time on the skins, 
however brief, can be found in the trailing tannins 
and chamomile tea tones. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Phelps Creek 2020 Fleur de Roy Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Columbia Gorge). Quite dry and 

tart, this is a peppery little devil, with touches of 
wild strawberries. There’s a pleasant citrus streak—
a mix of lime and grapefruit—with good persistence 
and a cleansing, refreshing finish. It’s two-thirds 
Pommard, one-third Dijon 777, all done in stainless. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

90 Stoller 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Willamette 
Valley). This is a bright rose-gold color, 

with tart fruit flavors of pomegranate and white 
peach. Finished dry, it’s got a good snap to the 
acidity, and the peachy flavors linger refreshingly 
through an extended finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

90 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2020 Whole 
Cluster Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-

ley). For full review see page 34. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $18 

90 Winter’s Hill 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This is tart and tasty, with a 

lively mix of lemon, grapefruit, rhubarb and straw-
berry. It’s leafy and a bit sharp, but nicely textured 
and beautifully supported by natural acidity. Not a 
big style, but a great wine to chill and enjoy as an 
aperitif. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

88 Dragon’s Vineyard 2018 Dragon’s Lair Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Made at Briga-

doon Wine Company, this is stiff and steely, with 
buttery malolactic flavors coating the tongue. Hints 
of raspberry fruit, wild and brambly, peek through. 
Light in terms of ripeness, this delivers ample flavor 
with the emphasis on wild berries and tart acidity. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

88 Dragon’s Vineyard 2018 Dragon’s Revenge 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This brings 

forward marionberry and blackberry fruit and a 
wash of citrus acidity. It seems to thin out rather 
quickly, as the acidity overtakes the fruit. Best to 
drink this during the first half of the 2020s. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Patton Valley 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Tuala-
tin Hills). This is tangy with a good grip, 

strawberry and lemon fruit, plenty of acidity and a 
lovely freshness. It’s the sort of gulpable, low-alco-
hol rosé that is picnic perfect. It was fermented with 
native yeast in stainless steel. —P.G. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $22 

86 Season 2019 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Southern 
Oregon). This mixes rhubarb and cranberry 

fruit with sharp and bitter phenolic flavors of skin 
and stem. Tomato leaf, strawberry leaf and moist 
earth accents continue through the finish. Drink 
chilled. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

85 Sun Break 2020 Marie Rosé Cortell-Rose 
Vineyard Pinot Noir Rosé (Eola-Amity Hills). 

A light and delicate wine, with suggestions of rose 
petals on the nose and very light strawberries on the 
palate. There isn’t much fruit presence to begin, and 
the flavors quickly turn a corner into a finish that is 
disjointed and sour. Two bottles tasted with similar 
results. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

OTHER ROSÉS

93 Cayuse 2019 Edith Grenache Armada Vine-
yard Rosé (Walla Walla Valley). Rosé coming 

from this area of the valley is a rare beast, let alone 
a Grenache offering. This wine spent several days on 
skins but is still a pale peach color. It brings aromas 
and flavors of mountain strawberry, wet stone and 
orange rind. The palate has great textural depth but 
also has a wonderful brightness. It’s a serious rosé if 
ever there were one. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

92 Domaine Divio 2020 Pinot Noir Rosé (Willa-
mette Valley). Summer in a glass is the best 

way to tag this outstanding rosé. The deeply pen-
etrating flavors of strawberry and cherry fruit burst 
across the palate, with extra texture and depth from 
grace notes of leaf and herb. A vibrant shade of blu-
ish pink, it’s a can’t-miss picnic wine; just give it a 
light chill. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

91 Quady North 2020 Dry Rosé of Counoise 
(Rogue Valley). In this new vintage the blend 

includes 15% Syrah. As before, this exceptional 
and unique wine is finished dry and replete with 
racy rhubarb and strawberry fruit lightly dappled 
with white pepper. One of a trio of distinctive dry 
rosés from Herb Quady, this is the lightest and most 
unusual. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $20 
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91 Quady North 2020 Dry Rosé of Grenache 
(Rogue Valley). This full-bodied rosé coats 

the palate with broad flavors of peach and straw-
berry, along with suggestions of clover and wild-
flowers. It’s relatively soft and feels almost plush. 
It’s dappled with hints of pepper and herbs. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Quady North 2020 GSM Rosé (Rogue Valley). 
For full review see page 27. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 J.C. Somers 2020 Whole Lotta Rosé (Colum-
bia Gorge). This pale copper, single (Gar-

nier) vineyard rosé blends Syrah, Grenache and 
Tempranillo in a most charming manner. The fla-
vors coalesce around melon, apple and pear, with a 
nicely focused midpalate. The acidity is ample but 
not overpowering, and the finish lingers well past 
expectations. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

90 Patton Valley 2020 Punchline Rosé (Tuala-
tin Hills). In terms of flavor it’s closer to 

a Grenache Blanc than a rosé. Principally Gamay 
grapes with 10% Chardonnay blended in, it’s a pale 
copper color with sharply etched herbal flavors of 
jicama and green apple. The flavors punch through 
into a lingering, edgy finish with plenty of spice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 AlmaTerra 2020 WindHorse Vineyard Rosé 
of Zinfandel (Columbia Gorge). A pale pink-

rose color, this is a rich and fragrant rosé that is 
finished quite dry. The scents of ripe strawberries 
and pie cherries are followed by similar flavors. The 
snappy acidity brings a citrus tang to the finish, 
dappled with light hints of tarragon. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $30 

88 J.C. Somers 2020 Garnier Vineyard Tempra-
nillo Rosé (Columbia Gorge). This unusual 

Tempranillo rosé is framed with penetrating skin 
tannins, but the core fruit is spicy and delicious. 
It touches on white peaches and crisp pears, with 
accents of peppery herbs. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Keeler 2019 Skin Contact Pinot Gris (Eola-
Amity Hills). Call it a rosé, or more prop-

erly an orange wine, it’s got a whole lot of color and 
leans hard into oxidation. Half was whole-cluster 
fermented and it was done in concrete, so it’s about 
as astringently dry as a young wine can be. Fans of 
orange wine will appreciate the details of dried cit-
rus rind and the length of the finish, but don’t look 
for any fresh fruit flavors. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

86 A to Z 2020 Rosé (Oregon). A pretty pale 
copper color, this is a fruity wine with 

blocky flavors of apple, pepper and stem. It’s rather 
tannic for a rosé and quickly loses all fruit as the 
finish turns earthy and herbal. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Underwood 2019 Rosé (Oregon). Most 
Oregon rosés are made from a single grape 

(often Pinot Noir), but this is a blend mixing several 
different grapes sourced from five AVAs. It’s a fruity 
jumble, with pink grapefruit, lemon, apple and hints 
of strawberry. Somewhat diffuse but undeniably 
flavorful, it should be served chilled; it would make 
a good mixer. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

85 Elouan 2020 Rosé (Oregon). A pale peach 
color, this is dry, sharp-edged and tightly 

focused. Strawberry fruit is present but lacks fresh-
ness and leaves a sour taste trailing the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $20 

PINOT NOIR

95 Brittan Vineyards 2018 Gestalt Block Pinot 
Noir (McMinnville). The Brittan wines are 

all estate grown and designated by the particular 
soils underlying the different blocks of vines. Here 
the underlying basalt reduces crop load to less than 
one ton of fruit an acre, a miniscule reward for the 
work involved. The strong Van Duzer winds thicken 
the skins, punching up tannins. This is an extreme 
example of Willamette Valley Pinot Noir, yet bril-
liantly realized. Tight, tough and tannic, it’s packed 
with mountain blackberry fruit, framed with sharp 
herbs and finished with residual flavors of black tea. 
Drink 2025–2035. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $60 

95 Domaine Divio 2019 Kalita Vineyard Côte à 
Côte Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). For full 

review see page 6. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

95 Ken Wright 2018 Canary Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). The depth of this 

wine is exceptional. Young, tight, tannic and herbal, 
it nonetheless takes a deep dive down through the 
palate. You’ll notice black fruits, tart citrus, fresh 
herbs, green tea and lemon rind flavors as you 
explore the depths. This needs more time, to be 
sure, but it should integrate and expand its flavors 
beautifully over the coming years. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $63 

94 Alloro 2018 Estate Riservata Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). The Riservata gets 

more (46%) new French oak than the regular estate 
bottling. It’s half Pommard, which pumps up the 
blue and purple fruits, and the barrel flavors are 
smoothly integrated. There’s a seam of espresso, a 
dash of baking spices, ripe and slightly grainy tan-
nins, and a long glide through the finish. It’s a most 
satisfying reserve, which rewards the extra expense 
with deeper, richer flavors. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

94 Alloro 2017 Estate Justina Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). Justina is the winery’s 

top reserve level cuvée, priced a notch above the 
Riservata. It is a best barrel selection, and is given 

extra exposure to new French oak. Tasted alongside 
the Riservata, the Justina is darker and toastier, 
with more coffee-toned tannins. In other words, 
bigger in every way. The black fruits are ripe and 
polished and stand up to the new barrel influence, 
plumping up the palate with a burst of blueberry, 
blackberry and black cherry. Tannins are fully ripe, 
and the finish brings a wash of baking spices that 
cover any astringency. By any measure it’s a thor-
oughly delicious bottle of Pinot Noir. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $95 

94 Bethel Heights 2018 Flat Block Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Now 40 years old, these 

own-rooted Pommard vines deliver subtle complex-
ity around tart blackberry fruit. Lightly herbal, with 
accents of breakfast tea and lemon pulp, it keeps the 
flavors lingering and developing long past the first 
swallow. It gives every indication of having the bal-
ance, precision and depth to age gracefully, though 
it is not a muscular, ripe wine. Drink now to 2035. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

94 Bethel Heights 2018 Southeast Block Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). The various block 

selections from this old-vine estate vineyard 
express themselves in unique ways. Here the Pom-
mard fruit brings ripe strawberry, raspberry and 
pomegranate flavors, with ample acidity. Underly-
ing all of that is a distinctive minerality, a touch of 
herb, a steely spine and a finish with a dash of sweet 
baking spices. This unique, iconic estate is one of 
Oregon’s treasures. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $60 

94 Brittan Vineyards 2018 Basalt Block Pinot 
Noir (McMinnville). Tangy boysenberry, 

blueberry and marionberry fruit come through loud 
and clear, with a savory streak and supporting acid-
ity that provides a tart frame. The wine was aged in 
18% new oak, and what shines through is the fruit 
and acidity mix, along with the defining steely min-
erality of the site. Aged one year in 18% new French 
oak, it will benefit from additional bottle age. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $60 

94 Brittan Vineyards 2018 Cygnus Block Pinot 
Noir (McMinnville). Complex from the get-

go, this marries brambly red fruits to light streaks 
of caramel, toasted hazelnuts and buttery toast. It’s 
made from the unusual Swan clone, a California 
import that dates from the 1800s. Robert Brittan 
planted three acres of it in 2008 at his estate vine-
yard. The flavors are unique and persistent, with 
underlying minerality and lovely texture. One-quar-
ter was aged in new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

94 Domaine De Broglie 2018 Block B Clone 
114 Reserve Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). This 

reserve sees more new French oak (44%) than the 
other Pinots in the lineup, and the higher alcohol 
suggests that is was sourced from the ripest section 
of the ripest block, which was planted in 1999. It’s 
flush with blackberry and black cherry fruit, barrel 
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toast, hints of coconut and vanilla, and ripe tannins 
that carry a flavor of Bourbon tea. All in all it’s cer-
tainly deserving of reserve status, though perhaps 
better for drinking than aging. Enjoy this over the 
next half decade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

94 Domaine Divio 2019 Kalita Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). The wine was aged 

in 30% new oak, and those fresh scents of cedar 
shavings come up as soon as it’s poured. In this 
lighter vintage the elegant side of the grape is 
emphasized, with no diminution of depth or com-
plexity. Raspberry, cherry, chocolate and a slim 
thread of root beer come up, and the wine gathers 
strength through the finish, trailing out subtle tea-
flavored tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

94 Ken Wright 2018 Savoya Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Black cherry jumps out, 

with some Dr Pepper accents. This is a dark, spicy 
wine with appealing sweetness to the fruit and the 
spices. They are backed with a phenolic frame of 
sharp and bitter herbs, nicely positioned and pro-
portionate. The overall impact is to enhance the 
depth and detail of the wine. This is muscular, sub-
stantial, slightly earthy and just tannic enough to 
age gracefully. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $63 

94 Nicolas-Jay 2018 L’Ensemble Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). For full review see page 10. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Panther Creek 2018 Carter Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). The wine punches 

up the front of the palate with 50% new French 
oak, but it keeps the fruit-barrel proportions in bal-
ance. The tart and citrus-infused flavors of black-
berries and marionberries go well with the dark 
chocolate barrel highlights. This is as smooth as a 
buttery candy bar, but the focused finishing tannins 
keep it tight all the way to the end. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

94 Panther Creek 2018 Kalita Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). A coffee and cream 

streak opens and energizes this wine. It’s got ripe 
raspberry and cherry fruit in the wingman seat, and 
together the fruit and barrels hyper charge the fla-
vors right from the start. But this wine doesn’t stop 
there. The depth and length continue to add flavors, 
with fig and plum and dark chocolate, all in perfect 
balance. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

94 Panther Creek 2018 Lazy River Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Smooth and 

rich flavors of toasted coconut, milk chocolate, but-
ter and caramel envelope the pretty raspberry fruit. 
The acid-tannin balance is spot-on, and the aging in 
50% new French oak is seamlessly integrated and 
brings on nuances of coffee grounds and toasted 
hazelnuts. As with all of the winery’s 2018s, this is 
a delicious and almost irresistible wine. Drink this 

and all of the Panther Creek 2018s over the next five 
years for maximum pleasure. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

93 Alexana 2018 Block 8 Clone 777 Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). A single clone, single block 

selection from the estate vineyard, this pins its fla-
vors to a very specific terroir. Some of the AVA’s 
signature iron is in evidence, along with a peppery 
spiciness. The bold black fruits come through crisp 
and detailed, with black raspberry, blackberry and 
black cherry in the mix. There’s an earthy founda-
tion under medium-ripe tannins that bring a touch 
of black olive. This is an exceptional wine that 
should evolve nicely through the rest of the decade. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $125 

93 Bethel Heights 2018 Justice Vineyard Estate 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Grapes from 

this distinctive estate vineyard are featured in both 
a designated Chardonnay and this Pinot Noir. There 
is an underlying seashell minerality reminiscent of 
some Ribbon Ridge wines, and the core black fruits 
show steely highlights. It’s a sturdy, tight, compact 
wine that resolves in accents of black olive and 
green tea. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $56 

93 Bethel Heights 2018 West Block Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). There’s a burst of tart 

raspberry and lemon rind right off the top, above 
an earthy foundation reflective of the AVA as much 
as the vineyard. These are old vines, first planted in 
1977, and they don’t quit on the details, which accu-
mulate through the finish. Light touches of blood 
orange, milk chocolate, cola and more are threaded 
through this delicious bottle. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $60 

93 Brooks 2018 Red Letter Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). For full review see page 13. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $80 

93 Brooks 2018 Toluca Lane Pinot Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). Bedecked with toasty, coffee-

flavored spices, this lovely wine is also loaded with 
black cherry fruit. Streaks of espresso and dark 
chocolate run right down the spine, adding detail 
and length. A touch of clean earth brings more 
depth, and the tannins are perfectly ripened. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

93 Domaine De Broglie 2018 Block C Clone 777 
Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). This is the first 

vintage for this former Vista Hills property since 
it was purchased by Francis Ford Coppola and 
rebranded as Domaine de Broglie. The site continu-
ity is provided by winemaker-general manager Dave 
Petterson. This clonal selection has an interesting 
note of rye cracker, plenty of dark black cherry fruit 
and highlights of barrel spices. About 30% of the 
barrels were new. Enjoy this now, or tuck it away for 
another half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $58 

93 Domaine De Broglie 2018 Block G Pommard 
Clone Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). Sourced 

from the former Vista Hills Vineyard, now owned by 
Francis Ford Coppola, this sports appealing mari-
onberry and black cherry jam flavors backed with 
citrus and a streak of fresh lemony herbs. Aged 16 
months in French oak, roughly one-fifth new, it’s 
toasty but well-balanced for aging, and remains 
juicy and fresh for near-term drinking. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $58 

93 Domaine Divio 2019 Pinot Noir (Ribbon 
Ridge). For full review see page 13. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $48 

93 Domaine Divio 2019 Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carl-
ton). For full review see page 13. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

93 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Iron Filbert Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). The name 

intrigues, and the wines sourced from the Iron Fil-
bert Vineyard seem to have a spine of steel. Where 
once were filberts, now are vines, and though 
seemingly young, they already capture the defin-
ing strengths of the Dundee Hills. Flavors of blood 
orange and tart raspberry, scents of rose petals and 
baking spices, and even, well-managed tannins lead 
on through the extended finish. This wine should 
continue to improve and drink well over the course 
of the decade. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $120 

93 Ken Wright 2018 Bonnie Jean Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). This wine shows its 

complexity right off the bat, with mixed threads 
of rhubarb, lemon verbena, wild strawberry, sweet 
cherry, tarragon and a hint of wet hay. Subtle and 
sensual, it has the acidity to age over a decade or 
more and should develop fascinating aromas as well 
as deep flavors. Drink 2023–2032. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $63 

93 Ken Wright 2018 Freedom Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Lush aromas of 

blueberry and blackberry fruit open this wine, coat-
ing the palate with extra nuances of almond butter. 
The lovely fruit flavors persist, but the wine takes a 
deeper dive with textured flavors that add chocolate 
and nougat and more. This is exceptionally well-
balanced and fruit forward and has the complexity 
you expect from this iconic vineyard. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $63 

93 Panther Creek 2018 De Ponte Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). A strong coffee and 

cream streak rides atop this lush and flavorful wine, 
aged in 50% new French oak. Those toasty high-
lights are perfectly integrated into the rich black 
cherry fruit. There’s a hint of iron as well, and taken 
all in all this captures the core characteristics of the 
AVA perfectly. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 
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92 Alexana 2018 Revana Vineyard Single Clone 
Pommard Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). Known 

for its juicy, fruity exuberance, the Pommard clone 
delivers just that. Tangy blackberry fruit is accented 
with peppery spice. The tannins are full and flavor-
ful, with a mix of breakfast tea and black olive high-
lights. The acidity is also prominent, and time will 
tell if or when this all pulls itself into a complete 
and seamless whole. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

92 Alloro 2018 Estate Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). All of the wines are estate 

grown and under the care of winemaker-general 
manager Tom Fitzpatrick. Seamless and supple, this 
wine is layered with blackberry, currant, black olive 
and coffee. It’s slightly smoky, in a good way, and 
the back palate is threaded with astringent tea leaf 
tannins. It’s a complete and cellarable wine, already 
drinking well, but give it some extra aeration. It was 
aged 11 months in 27% new oak barrels. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

92 Argyle 2018 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This is a four-vineyard blend, 

scented and framed with toasty oak. The midpalate 
fruit blends blackberry, blueberry and plum, with 
a dash of chocolate. The tannins have an appealing 
ruggedness, and add a green tea note to the finish. 
The wine was aged 16 months in 30% new French 
oak. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

92 Big Table Farm 2019 Earth Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). The winery’s 2019 Chardon-

nays and Pinots are finished at significantly lower 
alcohols than previous vintages, which implies early 
picking and less ripened fruit. With the Pinots this 
brings up an earthy, somewhat stemmy note, which 
toughens the tannins and adds a darker herbal fla-
vor. Let this wine breathe, and the aromas and fla-
vors will start to open up, bringing a fragrant mix 
of brambly blackberries, chamomile tea and lemony 
acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $105 

92 Brittan Vineyards 2018 Estate Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). This is a sophisticated rep-

resentation of the AVA, showing its steely mineral-
ity first and foremost. The brambly berry fruit is a 
bit constricted, with flavors suggesting mountain-
grown wild berries. There’s a stiff phenolic spine to 
the wine, but the overall mix of fruit, rock, savory 
herb, acidity and tannin suggests it’s a good candi-
date for aging. Roll the dice and drink now through 
2032. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

92 Brooks 2018 Crannell Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 
Hills). The blackberry-black cherry fruit is 

augmented with coffee and char, all in proportion. 
Baking spices are also prominent, and the flavors 
overall are beautifully integrated, albeit with a 
strong flavor of mocha. Drink over the next three 
years. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 David Hill 2019 Winemaker’s Cuvée Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). This lovely wine 

is perfectly balanced with its components of plum, 
blueberry and cherry fruit, toasty oak, light baking 
spices, a splash of coffee and a thread of iron through 
the ripe but elegant tannins. It’s a pleasure to taste 
such a young wine so well proportioned. Drink now 
and into the 2030s. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $50 

92 Domaine De Broglie 2018 Block A Clone 114 
Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). Rich and toasty, 

this estate-grown clonal selection is bursting with 
tart cherry fruit and spicy barrel flavors. It was 
sourced from the former Vista Hills Vineyard, 
which is now owned by Francis Ford Coppola and 
has been rebranded as the Domaine de Broglie Vine-
yard. Vista Hills winemaker Dave Petterson remains 
at the winemaking helm. Scents and accents of aro-
matic cedar add interest all the way through the fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

92 Domaine Divio 2019 Karta Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). The Ribbon Ridge AVA 

seems to deliver extra nuanced flavors and textures 
to many of the wines grown there. The fruit in this 
single-vineyard selection mixes white raspberry 
and lemony citrus with sweet baking spices. The 
back palate brings out the underlying minerality, 
along with a subtle salty note. Overall the wine has 
great texture and a lingering, balanced finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

92 Domaine Divio 2019 Louis Pinot Noir (Ribbon 
Ridge). A block selection from the estate 

vineyard, these young (fifth year) vines rock out 
with bold flavors of blueberry, golden plum and 
black cherry. Aging in one-third new oak brings a 
toasty frame that in no way obscures the delicious 
fruit. As is often true of young vines, the vibrant 
fruit is the star, and the wine should be enjoyed in 
its youth. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $58 

92 Domaine Roy & Fils 2018 Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Smooth and generous, this is 

bursting with flavors of blueberry and cherry pie. 
Sourced from both estate vineyards and aged on the 
lees for just under a year in 10% new French oak, it 
shows polished tannins, light floral notes and a hint 
of baking spices in a trailing finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $39 

92 Fox Farm 2018 Weber Vineyard Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). All Pommard clone, this 

shows the forward, friendly fruity signature of the 
grape. It’s got a solid, pleasing foundation of blue-
berry, plum and cherry fruit, buoyed with lemony 
acidity. There are fresh herbs in abundance also, 
nicely integrated through a smooth finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $48 

92 Irvine & Roberts 2017 Elevation Block Pinot 
Noir (Rogue Valley). Simply delicious, this 

opens with warm fruit flavors of berry, cherry and 
blood orange, augmented with a broad streak of 

tobacco and a hint of bitter herbs. After 14 months 
in one-third new French oak barrels it retains a 
fruit-forward style with the barrel flavors in the 
background. This is all 115 clone, with firm tannins 
and excellent balance throughout. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

92 Irvine & Roberts 2017 The Discovery Pinot 
Noir (Rogue Valley). This all-Pommard 

clonal selection features bright flavors of blueberry, 
blue plum and black cherry. It’s got that young 
vine insouciance, with in-your-face flavors sharply 
accented with phenolics and a streak of root beer. 
Aging for 14 months in 38% new French oak puts a 
rich toasty frame around the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $60 

92 Ken Wright 2019 AVA Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton). Known for single-vineyard wines, 

Ken Wright is introducing a new set of AVA-spe-
cific Pinots. This wine is particularly significant, 
as Wright was the man behind the application for 
the Yamhill-Carlton AVA. The flavors bring together 
blueberry fruit, clove spices, moderating acidity and 
a textural mouthfeel highlighted with refreshing 
wet rock minerality. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $35 

92 Lemelson 2017 Meyer Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Richly fruity with a lush mix 

of blackberry and savory herbs, this is a forward, 
well-structured wine that brings a hint of iron ore. 
A whiff of smoke trails through the finish, along 
with some stiffer tannins. It was aged 15 months in 
43% new French oak and the rest once filled. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

92 Nysa Vineyard 2016 Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). Estate-grown fruit from this famous 

vineyard brings rich aromas of black fruits, smoke 
and Bing cherry. In the mouth those fruits are sup-
ported by a broad streak of roasted espresso beans, 
along with well-balanced notes of earth, herb and 
leaf. A hint of baking spices sneaks through the fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

92 Open Claim 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This dark and fragrant wine offers 

pretty blueberry compote scents and flavors. The 
fruit is backed with green tea tannins and a phe-
nolic frame that keeps the focus firmly on the mix 
of blue and black fruit through the finish. Aged 16 
months in one-quarter new French oak, this should 
drink nicely over the next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 Panther Creek 2018 Maverick Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Young vines already 

showing great power bring bold, pungently savory 
flavors front and center. The palate is flush with 
juicy blackberry fruit and packs a punch right on 
through the finish. It resonates with peppery herb 
and stiff black tea tannins. Aged in one-third new 
barrels, this has the sort of Pinot power that can 
stand up to smoked and grilled meats. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 
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92 Patton Valley 2017 Lorna-Marie Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This barrel selection 

reserve gets a bit extra (28%) new oak. It’s a blend 
of Dijon 115, Wädenswil and Pommard clones, fer-
mented with native yeasts. Immediately appeal-
ing, it matches black cherry fruit to sweet baking 
spices, with moderate and ripe tannins for support. 
It’s well integrated and shows good balance overall. 
The finish brings accents of tobacco, black tea and 
black olives. It should drink nicely over the next half 
decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $80 

92 Phelps Creek 2018 Beehive Pinot Noir 
(Columbia Gorge). This is all Dijon 777 

clone, and it’s showing some pretty berry and choc-
olate flavors framed in savory herbs and finished 
with stiff skin and stem-inflected tannins. The core 
of this wine is soft and fruity and lovely, but the 
tannins put some bitterness into it as it trails out 
the finish. Additional bottle age is recommended, so 
drink after 2023. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

92 Phelps Creek 2018 Regina Pommard Clone 
Selection Pinot Noir (Columbia Gorge). 

Estate grown and single clone, this has a spicy, 
herbal aroma, full-bodied black fruits and sub-
stantial, almost gritty tannins. It’s a muscle wine, 
streaked with mineral and concentrated in the back 
palate, suggesting that it could well continue to 
evolve over the rest of the decade. The finish brings 
pleasing highlights of tobacco, with the textural 
complexity of nearly 30-year-old vines. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $54 

92 Ponzi 2017 Pinot Noir (Laurelwood District). 
A late release from Ponzi (now owned by 

Champagne Bollinger), this tasty, toasty, spicy wine 
is ready for immediate drinking. A mix of estate 
and purchased fruit, all designed to showcase the 
newly approved Laurelwood District AVA, is in the 
bottle. It was aged 14 months in 20% new oak, and 
another 10 months post-bottling. Jasmine tea, root 
beer, cherry pastry and lemon meringue flavors are 
all in view. This delicious wine should be enjoyed 
over the next three or four years. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Ribbon Ridge Winery 2018 RR Ridgecrest 
Vineyards Estate Reserve Pinot Noir (Ribbon 

Ridge). This is quite tannic, with a chewy palate 
that suggests a fair amount of whole clusters were 
used. Slightly more than half the barrels were new, 
and this reserve is fashioned from some of the old-
est vines in the AVA. Blackberry, black cherry, cedar 
plank and espresso flavors are in play. The fruit 
is lovely, but more bottle age is recommended to 
soften up the tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $69 

91 Adelsheim 2018 Bryan Creek Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Among the 

Adelsheim single-vineyard portfolio, the Bryan 
Creek is historically one of the best. Here it’s a bit 
overtaken by aggressive barrel toast, and the wood 
has a rough edge to it that somewhat buries the 

fruit. But blackberry jam and highlights of coffee 
and smoke are in the mix, though the finish seems 
attenuated. Aeration is recommended. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

91 Broadley 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This is a young wine with instant appeal. 

Blackberry and black cherry fruit is right there 
from the start, but the overall structure shows that 
this is a substantial wine with medium depth and 
complexity. Fermented with wild yeast and aged 
in neutral oak, it has a delicate floral component 
that brings clover highlights into the finish. Lovely 
already, it should develop nicely over the next half 
decade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 Carlton Cellars 2019 Seven Devils Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). With case production 

drastically reduced on this budget bottle, overall 
quality is better than ever. The impeccable fruit 
comes up with a ripe mix of cherry and raspberry, 
fresh and full-bodied. There’s a toasty frame around 
it, clean and lasting, though the aging was in neu-
tral barrels. The finish is impressive, and this is a 
superb value. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

91 Chehalem 2019 Corral Creek Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). The lovely aroma 

suggests rose hip tea, which informs the palate, 
along with tart raspberry fruit. This is a young, stiff 
wine that will need more time to flesh out and open 
up, but the right components are all in place. The 
vineyard dates to 1983, which more or less counts 
as old vine (unregulated but noteworthy). —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $50 

91 David Hill 2019 Whole Cluster Pinot Noir 
(Tualatin Hills). This bears the new label 

design for the winery’s rare and special bottles. The 
winery is at the northwest corner of the Willamette 
Valley, nestled against the Coast Range, and part of 
the newly designated Tualatin Hills AVA. Lightness 
and elegance are the hallmarks of the AVA, and they 
are especially well-suited to the Pinot Noir grape, as 
shown here. Pretty strawberry fruit is backed with 
light baking spices and a bit of tannic muscle. The 
overall complexity is impressive. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $36 

91 Domaine De Broglie 2018 Cuvée Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Young, tangy and detailed, 

this runs the red fruit gamut from strawberries 
to raspberries to cherries. Only 7% of the barrels 
were new, so the fresh fruit flavors shine through 
brightly, buoyed by tart acidity. The length is 
impressive, and the wine tails out with touches of 
savory herbs. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $44 

91 Domaine Divio 2019 Gabriel Pinot Noir (Rib-
bon Ridge). One of a pair of block selections 

from the estate vineyard, this is 100% Wädenswil 
clone. Pretty strawberry fruit flavors are broadly 
displayed across the palate, along with tobacco leaf 

and a touch of peppery herb. It fades away gently 
with tart lemony acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $58 

91 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Incline Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). There’s a defining streak of 

iron running down the spine of this tightly woven 
wine. Tart raspberry fruit is framed with lemony 
acidity and fresh herbs. Aged 11 months in neutral 
French oak, it’s got enough tannic stuffing to drink 
well for a half decade or so, though the fruit may 
eventually thin out. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

91 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Incline Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Still young, this wine will 

need a bit more time to pull itself fully together. 
Purple fruits, lemony acidity, some chamomile tea 
flavors and thinnish tannins are in play. Not a big 
wine, it’s balanced and fresh and should drink well 
over the back half of the decade. No new oak was 
used in the aging process. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

91 Domaine Roy & Fils 2019 Quartz Acorn Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). The vine-

yard designate is a barrel selection from the same 
site that produces the Yamhill-Carlton Incline bot-
tling. In this challenging vintage, different barrels 
from young vines don’t really differentiate them-
selves all that well, and both wines were aged in 
neutral French oak. This offers balanced flavors 
of blueberries, marionberries and green tea, with 
light, lemony acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $120 

91 Irvine & Roberts 2017 Convergence Pinot Noir 
(Rogue Valley). The estate vineyard sits at 

2,100 feet, which brings a cooling influence to this 
otherwise hot region. The fruit flavors are a fas-
cinating tangle of tart berry, citrus, green melon 
and herb, with ample acidity to buoy up the over-
all mouthfeel. In short, this is a lively, refreshing 
wine that drinks lighter than its listed alcohol. It 
was aged for 17 months in one-quarter new French 
oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $50 

91 J.C. Somers 2019 Nouvelle Lune Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). Blended from three separate 

sites, this rich and fragrant young wine grabs you 
by the throat and doesn’t let go. Ripe cherries, pie 
spices, green herbs and lemon rind flavors combine 
to cover all the fruit-acid-tannin bases. Already 
well-integrated, this potent wine should improve 
further over the coming years. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Ken Wright 2019 AVA Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity 
Hills). Every dark cloud has a silver lining; in 

this instance the stresses of fires and Covid-19 on 
the Oregon wine industry has led many star win-
eries to blend more and offer lower-priced cuvées. 
Ken Wright’s AVA series is one such. Rippled with 
tart black cherry fruit, hints of tanned leather, a 
dash of cinnamon spice and supple tannins, this is a 
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substantial wine with at least a half decade of prime 
drinking ahead. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

91 Kudos 2019 Hyland Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). The Hyland vineyard plays 

the starring role in any number of winery lineups. 
The fruit for this bottle seems to come from younger 
plantings rather than the old-vine material reserved 
for pricier examples. Flavors favor purple berries, 
backed by a wealth of savory side notes powering 
the expressive finish. The tannins bring hints of 
black olive and dried tobacco. This is a good value 
with medium-term aging potential. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

91 Lemelson 2017 Thea’s Selection Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Pretty aromatics mix 

roses and raspberries, and the flavors bring on 
medium-ripe strawberries, more raspberries, blue-
berries, licorice and chocolate. It’s a mix of fruit 
from several organic vineyards and spent 15 months 
in 30% new French oak. The tannins finish with a 
burst of black tea. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $34 

91 MonksGate 2018 Classic Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton). This is a spicy and appealing wine, 

threaded with flavors of peppery herbs. The tan-
nins are sturdy and the fruit a well-integrated mix 
of blueberry, marionberry and blackberry, just this 
side of jam. It’s concentrated and brings further 
details of chamomile tea and silage as it winds down 
through a lingering finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 

91 MonksGate 2018 Trinity Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton). This is a fragrant and expressive 

wine, with toast, herb, earth and berry highlights 
right in the aromas. It’s full on the palate, with plum 
and blackberry fruit front and center, along with a 
streak of barrel toast. The tannins are proportionate 
and leave a trail of green tea astringency as the wine 
fades out. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $52 

91 Nysa Vineyard 2017 Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 
Broadly fruity with a mix of pomegranate, 

raspberry and cherry, this open and accessible 
estate-grown wine is on the lighter side but shows 
excellent balance throughout. The fruit, acidity, 
details of stem and earth, well-moderated tannins 
and clean, integrated finish all speak to a fine touch 
with the winemaking as well as the vineyard man-
agement. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

91 Nysa Vineyard 2017 Leda’s Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). The initial impression 

is of a wine that is ripe, rich and full-bodied. It’s 
packed with blackberry and black cherry fruit, and 
there’s enough acidity to balance it, though it leaves 
a slightly chalky aftertaste. The flavors are bold to 
begin, then do a fade, leaving hints of cinnamon and 
baking spices. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $95 

91 Nysa Vineyard 2016 Leda’s Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This limited reserve-level, 

estate-grown selection has a dark, charred, slightly 
bitter edge. Pomegranate and strawberry fruit fla-
vors suggest a lighter wine, but the forceful tannins 
and earthy foundation point in the other direction. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $95 

91 Patton Valley 2018 The Estate Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This estate-grown, multi-

clone blend is bright and sassy, with spicy herbs 
around fresh flavors of wild strawberries and sour 
cherries. The peppery herbs just lift the flavors, and 
the overall balance is refreshing and buttressed with 
mineral notes of wet stone. Just 20% of the barrels 
were new, adding a light burst of baking spices to 
the finish. Give this another year or two of bottle age 
and it should be in a prime drinking window. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Phelps Creek 2018 Cuvée Alexandrine Pinot 
Noir (Columbia Gorge). Consulting wine-

maker Alexandrine Roy makes this eponymous 
reserve with a mix of all the estate’s clones. Fer-
mented with wild yeasts and aged in one-quarter 
new French oak, it’s loaded with savory notes, a 
twist of citrus and tart red fruits. The tannins are 
stiff and show a green streak, shortening the finish. 
This may open up a bit more with additional bottle 
age. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

91 Raptor Ridge 2018 Barrel Select Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Calling it “a tour of the 

Willamette Valley in a glass,” the winery notes that 
four different AVAs and seven vineyards are repre-
sented in this barrel selection. Young as it is, the 
mix of sources is well-integrated, and its bold black 
fruits, toasted oak, espresso and anise flavors are 
hard to resist. Although another few years of bottle 
age is recommended, early dippers won’t be disap-
pointed. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $30 

91 Raptor Ridge 2017 Meredith Mitchell Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (McMinnville). Juicy flavors of 

raspberry, Bing cherry and blood orange highlight 
this wine. It’s fruity and fresh, and the forward-
leaning structure makes it a fine choice for near-
term drinking. It’s all Pommard clone, with balanced 
tannins and light touches of barrel toast. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $50 

91 Rex Hill 2018 Jacob-Hart Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). The founding estate 

vineyard brings somewhat deeper fruit flavors of 
blackberry and cherry. As with many of the win-
ery’s 2018s, the aging curve seems accelerated, and 
the leafy, herbal and citrus flavors are emphasized. 
This tart and somewhat astringent wine should be 
enjoyed over the next few years. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

91 Stoller 2018 Helen’s Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 
Lush with tart blackberry and marionberry 

fruit, this pie of a wine also pleases with its pastry-

like accents. The balance and texture are spot-on, 
and though not a deep or dense wine, it’s a delicious 
wine with medium-term aging potential. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

91 Stoller 2018 Nancy’s Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 
Nancy’s gets a bit more new oak (27%) than 

the companion Helen’s cuvée, which adds a pleas-
ing toasty quality to the aromas and the finish. All 
Pommard clone, it pushes up the fruit flavors and 
rings true with marionberry, blueberry and black 
cherry the stars of the show. The youthful tannins 
still carry a sharp edge, which should mute over the 
next few years. Drink now to 2028. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

91 Tendril 2017 Extrovert Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Winemaker Tony Rynders puts a lush 

coating of toasty oak around his Pinots, which makes 
for immediate appeal. This new release brings those 
flavors along with pretty plum and cherry fruit, 
mocha and black tea. There are fairly substantial 
tannins as well, suggesting that this may be enjoyed 
over the next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $52 

91 Willful 2019 Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). All 
Pommard clone sourced from the Balanza 

Vineyard, this is a subtle and complex wine. Rasp-
berry and cherry fruit is accented with a splash of 
citrus and hints of tomato leaf. All the components 
are balanced and in proportion, and the linger-
ing finish promises further development in bottle. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

91 Winter’s Hill 2018 Block 8 Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). All Wädenswil clone, this is fresh and 

fruity, with pretty cherry candy flavors. There’s an 
underlying musty character and a light suggestion 
of tanned leather, and as the wine rolls through the 
palate, some sweet spices turn up. The overall bal-
ance is spot-on, and this medium-ripe wine should 
develop nicely in the bottle over the next half 
decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $54 

90 Alexana 2018 Signature Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). Young, tight and sharp with herbal 

aromas, this is a chewy style of Pinot Noir. The tan-
nins have a green edge, and their astringency carries 
on through the finish. The fruit flavors mix citrus 
and thin tart berry. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

90 Amity 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
Those who remember Amity Pinots from 

the past may be surprised by the changes wrought 
under new ownership. Pretty fruit flavors are front 
and center, notably raspberry and blueberry. There 
are no hints of underbrush or earthy flavors, just 
an underlying juicy acidity. This is not big or deep, 
but it’s fresh and tasty and should be enjoyed in its 
youth. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 
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90 Bells Up 2018 Nemarniki Vineyard Candide 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). 

This single-vineyard selection has a pleasing partic-
ularity to the flavors. Principally Wädenswil clone, 
it broadly displays strawberry fruit with a hint of 
pungency. The acidity is still sharp and youthful, 
with an astringent finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

90 Bells Up 2018 Titan Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This multiclonal blend was aged 

in one-third new French oak. It’s a mix of herb 
and cranberry, raspberry and citrus, and it’s still 
drinking young. The barrel influence remains in the 
background, and this seems destined for further 
development with another year or two in the bottle. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

90 Bells Up 2018 Tonnelier Vineyard Villanelle 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). All 

free-run juice, aged in 40% new French oak, this is 
an elegant wine that will reward extra attention. It’s 
based in juicy raspberry fruit with a lemony tang. 
There is a hint of white asparagus underlying an 
otherwise pretty and rather subtle wine. The veg-
etal note shows in the back of the palate as the wine 
finishes. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $54 

90 David Hill 2019 Estate Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Though only 10% of the bar-

rels were new, they’ve put a pretty toasty scent up 
front and framed the light fruit with those same fla-
vors. The fruit touches on cranberry, raspberry and 
citrus, with a jolt of crunchy green apple inform-
ing the acidity. It’s a winner for those who admire 
elegance in Pinot Noir. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

90 Domaine Divio 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The winery’s entry-level bottling 

offers a fine overview of the vintage, with lemon 
rind, tart raspberry, lemon verbena, green tea and 
other herbal components wrapped tightly into a 
lightly tannic frame. Still bound up in a compact 
core, this wine will benefit from extra aeration and 
could be cellared for a half decade or longer. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $32 

90 Fox Farm 2018 Dukes Family Vineyard 
Reserve Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This 

pitches blue plum and black cherry fruit into a 
well-modulated palate with light hints of choco-
late. Aged in a mix of French oak for just under a 
year, it’s supple and in a good drinking window. The 
medium-length finish is annotated with lemon ver-
bena. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

90 Jezebel 2019 Pinot Noir (Oregon). A sharp, 
spicy herbal note rings across the palate 

and frames concise rhubarb and cranberry fruit. 
Despite its youth, the flavors are nicely integrated 
and the finish smooth and supple. This wine deliv-
ers a lot of true varietal flavor, which is not always 
the case with wines at this affordable price. Bonus! 

Though the label reads simply Oregon, it’s made 
with 100% Willamette Valley grapes. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Keeler 2017 Craig’s Reserve Pinot Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). This is in a good drinking 

window, the cherry fruit flavors already starting to 
mature with an autumnal leafy character infusing 
them. The tannins bring hints of breakfast tea and 
cured tobacco, and the wine settles gently into a 
light but lingering finish. Good balance throughout. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

90 Kudos 2019 Winemaker’s Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). This ups the credibility 

of its reserve tag with a designated AVA, one of the 
best in Oregon. A mix of clones, it features woodsy, 
earthy flavors of wild berries. The tannins set the 
finish with streaks of graphite and espresso. Just 
10% of the barrels were new. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Lemelson 2017 Stermer Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). All Wädenswil clone, 

this broad and loose-knit wine shows strawberry 
fruit and leafy flavors across the palate. It’s acces-
sible, but the flavors seem like a veneer that doesn’t 
dive into real complexity. It runs into a savory, hard 
finish and stops. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

90 Phelps Creek 2018 Homestead Pinot Noir 
(Columbia Gorge). Pretty pie cherry fruit 

is in the mix, along with suggestions of mush-
room, umami and salt. These estate grapes were 
given 100% whole-cluster fermentation followed 
by aging in neutral French oak. The tannins are 
pleasantly muted, and the finish brings in flavors of 
breakfast tea. Not a big wine, but a very pleasant 
one for drinking over the next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $42 

90 Primarius 2019 Pinot Noir (Oregon). For full 
review see page 32. 

abv: 12.9% Price: $19 

90 Rex Hill 2018 Pinot Noir (Chehalem Moun-
tains). A nice representation of the AVA, 

this matches herbal annotations to wild raspberry 
and cherry fruit. The fruit is backed with streaks of 
earth and herb, and the balance overall is spot-on. 
The vineyard blend is not indicated but most likely 
includes some estate fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

90 Stave & Stone 2018 Broken Boulder Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Columbia Gorge). The thinnish 

flavors of cranberry and raspberry fruit are framed 
with a streak of barrel toast. The natural elegance of 
the AVA, as well as the apparent minerality implicit 
in the vineyard site, are muted. Purists will object, 
while others will applaud. Overall, this is a gently 
elegant wine with some punch to the tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

90 Stoller 2019 Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). From 
the Stoller Family estate, this young wine 

has some bite to the tannins, which put a sharp, 
slightly stemmy frame around the tight red and 
blue fruit. Blueberries and raspberries come with a 
strongly earthy component, and the tannins show 
the same phenolic mix of soil and stem. Look for 
further improvement over the next half decade. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Stoller 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
A pretty plum color, this fills the mouth 

with sweet blackberry and marionberry fruit. The 
acidity is buoyant and the tannins proportionate, 
and it’s a well-crafted, moderately powerful wine. 
It finishes on the chewy side, as the tannins clot up 
and turn a bit earthy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Underwood 2019 Pinot Noir (Oregon). For 
full review see page 37. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $14 

90 Willful 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This blends several clones from five differ-

ent vineyards scattered across four different AVAs. 
It’s smooth and inviting, with plum and cherry fruit. 
Aging a year in a mix of barrels adds a pleasantly 
chocolaty flavor to the tannins, which are ripe and 
proportionate. Roughly 40% of the ferment was 
whole clusters. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Winter’s Hill 2018 Block 9-115 Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). The winery offers numerous 

block and clone selections; here 115 is a Dijon clone. 
It’s spicy and tart, with bright fruit flavors of pie 
cherry accented with lemon rind. The finish is dry-
ing and thins out quickly, leaving hints of peat moss 
and dried earth. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $54 

89 A to Z 2018 Pinot Noir (Oregon). For full 
review see page 34. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Adelsheim 2018 Calkins Lane Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Juicy black-

berry and black cherry fruit jump out immediately, 
while astringent, tea flavored tannins quickly sap 
the life out of the finish. There’s something missing 
in the overall balance, a bit of a midpalate hole. The 
wine is pleasant enough, but it lacks the depth and 
detail of earlier vintages. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

89 Big Table Farm 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Young, tight and showing stacked 

flavors of rhubarb, cranberry and bitter herbs, this 
is a tannic wine that will require ample aeration. 
Hints of blackberry fruit poke through, and the 
finish has flavors of green tea and herb. Give this 
another year or two of bottle age before you pop the 
cork. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $48 
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89 Big Table Farm 2019 Pelos Sandberg Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). Light 

aromas mix floral and raspberry highlights, while 
the flavors add citrus and a hint of caramel. This is 
a balanced wine of modest scale, and it’s still young 
enough that the tannins finish with a bitter edge 
and a smoky, astringent black tea aftertaste. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $64 

89 Brandborg 2018 Bench Lands Pinot Noir 
(Umpqua Valley). As pretty as a lighter 

styled Pinot can be when poured, this nonetheless 
delivers ample tannins and a rather robust midpal-
ate. Pastry fruit highlights of blackberry and sour 
cherry are accompanied by flavors of pie crust and 
thick, dark tannins. It’s already moving along the 
aging curve and in a most enjoyable place, so drink 
up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

89 Chemistry 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Light and fruity, this appealing wine 

is bursting with freshly picked strawberries and 
raspberries. The acidity is ample but balanced, and 
there is a touch of oak along with moderate tannins. 
Fresh as a spring day, this would best be enjoyed 
over the next couple of years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Grove 2018 Pinot Noir (Oregon). Grove is 
produced by A to Z Wineworks, but in 

much smaller quantities than its sister brand. It’s 
got black fruits and a hint of bitter chocolate, also 
espresso, and those darker flavors carry on through 
a tannic finish that turns earthy and slightly bitter. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Lemelson 2017 Chestnut Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). A bitter pheno-

lic frame compresses the fruit at first, sheltering the 
sweeter blackberry flavors. The ferment included a 
month on the skins, and the wine was aged in 50% 
new French oak. Give it extra aeration and the berry 
flavors peek out, though the finish remains con-
stricted. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $54 

89 Rex Hill 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
Rich with black cherry fruit, this pops up 

quickly with forward flavors backed with herbal 
highlights. Lemon rind, wet stone and breakfast tea 
accents trail out the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2019 Dijon 
Clone Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This 

slips into the winery’s extensive lineup at an afford-
able price point, with pretty berry and cherry fruit 
in a wine of modest scale. Just enough acidity is 
present to keep it lively, and 12% new oak may have 
brought a light hint of toast. Overall it’s a pleas-
ant and simple wine ready for immediate drinking. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Adelsheim 2018 Boulder Bluff Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This is a 

muscular wine, with prominent tannins that push 
earthy, tart, herbal, leafy flavors out in front of the 
pomegranate fruit. It’s astringent and has a plastic, 
reductive character in the finish. This may require 
aggressive aeration. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

88 Anne Amie 2019 Two Estates Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). All estate grown, this 

is front loaded with tart cranberry fruit. There’s a 
toasty note that suggests some new oak aging. The 
wine hits a hard stop in the midpalate, a wall of 
herbal tannic phenolics and tart acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

88 Et Fille 2017 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This opens with tart pomegranate fruit and 

a strong herbal streak. The dark, bitter herbs roll 
into the tannins, which bring further earth and 
green tea flavors. It’s a sturdy, almost rustic wine 
that could pair well with grilled meats. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

88 Keeler 2017 Majestic White Oaks Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This is a biodynamic, 

estate-grown wine, fermented with native yeast 
and 20% whole clusters. It’s got a chunky cherry 
flavored midpalate, framed with leafy tannins that 
are quickly maturing. The finish fades out quickly. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $65 

88 Keeler 2017 Pommard Clone Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). The Pommard clone’s 

characteristic burst of cherry fruit is here, bedecked 
with highlights of apple skin. The forward appeal of 
this wine tends to fade away, leaving a light trail of 
leaf and skin and tart fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

88 Phelps Creek 2018 Pinot Noir (Columbia 
Gorge). Quite light, fresh and clean, this 

calls to mind a simple village Burgundy. The flavors 
of earth, herb and green tobacco accompany very 
light raspberry fruit. It’s an easy-drinking, quaffable 
style that feels much less substantial than the listed 
alcohol. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

87 Child’s Play 2017 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). There’s a slightly bitter chemical scent 

that doesn’t mask the black cherry fruit but that 
is noticeable. In the mouth it shows as a thin bit-
ter trail, again not masking but impacting the fruit 
flavors. The wine spent just under a year in French 
oak (none new). The finish brings touches of pepper, 
bitter herb and dark chocolate. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Kudos 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
Thin cranberry fruit is the focus of this com-

pact, tannic wine. It’s tightly layered with a mix of 
herbs, green tea and grape skin flavors. Another year 

of bottle age might help to smooth over some of the 
rough edges. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $18 

87 Landform 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Young and tannic, this is a chewy 

mouthful of Willamette Valley fruit. What stands 
out at the moment are the thick tannins, with a mix 
of green and black tea astringency around tart rhu-
barb and pomegranate fruit. It’s pleasantly aromatic 
and chewy but comes up short in the finish. More 
bottle age may or may not open it up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $25 

87 Northwest Ridge 2019 8 Barrel Whole Clus-
ter Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This is 

aggressively astringent, with an immediate sensa-
tion of green tea, green herbs and tongue-drying 
tannins. The fruit flavors are muted, wild and thin. 
There’s a touch of cannabis in the flavors, which 
harks back to much earlier days of Oregon Pinot 
Noir. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

86 Domaine Loubejac 2019 Sélection de Bar-
riques Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This 

barrel selection does little to differentiate itself 
from the other Loubejac 2019, other than spending 
a bit of extra time in the barrel. Black cherry fruit is 
cloaked in grainy, dark, thick tannins that trail out 
in a wash of bitter herb. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

86 Kin & Cascadia 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Inexpensive Willamette Valley 

Pinot Noir used to be rare, but a combination of 
wildfires, Covid-19 and other market changing con-
ditions has opened up the category. This competes 
moderately well at its price point, with a thin frame 
of blackberry fruit surrounding thick green tannins. 
Not much else going on here. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Melrose 2019 Pinot Noir (Umpqua Valley). 
This is a blocky, simple, straightforward 

wine, and it seems to be well along the aging curve 
already. Soft flavors of raspberry pastry, along with 
lighter flavors of earth and chocolate, show a wine 
ready for drinking and probably sooner rather than 
later. The quick finish leaves trailing flavors of 
breakfast tea and chamomile. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

86 RainSong 2017 Mad Hatter Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This is a light, fruity, 

estate-grown wine, with herb-inflected flavors of 
tart berry. The acidity is prominent and the tannins 
proportionate. It was fermented using carbonic 
maceration, the style most associated with Beaujo-
lais. —P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $20 

86 RainSong 2016 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). The muscular and earthy flavors over-

ride the fruit in this stiff, dark and tannic wine. 
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Thin, tart cranberry and rhubarb flavors, along with 
green tea and green tobacco, dominate. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $23 

85 Domaine Loubejac 2019 Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Thin and tannic, this tastes 

of bitter herbs, pepper and salt, earth and green tea, 
but there’s little in the way of fruit. Maybe a touch 
of wild berry, but not much else. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

85 Knostman 2019 Pinot Noir (Umpqua Valley). 
Fruity and forward, this opens with pome-

granate fruit and ample but bitter phenolic flavors. 
The stemmy character frames the finish as the high-
toned fruit fades. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

84 Château Bianca 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Dilute fruit and weedy herbs roll 

quickly into drying, astringent tannins. There is 
no suggestion of new oak, but the wine seems to be 
aging out quickly. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

84 Henry Estate 2017 Pinot Noir (Umpqua Val-
ley). Showing mature colors at the rim and 

a neutral, woody, dried out palate, this wine seems 
to be moving past its optimal drinking window. Sec-
ondary fruit flavors of cherry leather (if such exists) 
and astringent, flattening tannins dominate, with a 
bit of burn through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

83 Catman 2017 Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). 
Soft and slightly sweaty, with brown sugary 

sweetness along with bitter phenolics, this wine is 
not able to pull itself together. It’s well along the 
aging curve, with little chance for further improve-
ment. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

94 Cayuse 2018 The Lovers Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon 

makes up 89% of this wine, with Syrah 11%. This 
is a fleshy, full-bodied vintage of this wine, with 
aromas and flavors of peat, cassis, cocoa powder 
and plum. Like many wines from this producer 
and vintage, there’s a light grip of tannin providing 
the scaffolding for the generous amounts of fruit. 
A hyperextended finish caps it off. It’s a sure-fire 
crowd-pleaser, capturing the best of both varieties. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $102 

93 Cayuse 2018 The Widowmaker En Chamber-
lain Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla 

Walla Valley). Aromas of cassis, herb and ash lead 
to full, fleshy, palate-coating flavors. It has plenty 
of hang time on the finish. It’s an unabashedly deli-
cious expression of the variety, appellation and vin-
tage. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $102 

92 Spangler 2016 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oregon). Deep, dark and dense, this packs 

classic varietal flavors of black fruits and cassis into 
a tight core. The key to enjoyment will be unpack-
ing this wine, which drinks younger than its actual 
age. Veins of coffee, dark chocolate, lemon verbena, 
green olives and much more are in view. Give this 
plenty of aeration and/or more bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $59 

91 Spangler 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oregon). 
This pure Cabernet teeters on the edge of 

volatility, but avoids diving over the brink. Polished 
blue and black fruits are framed with stiff pheno-
lic tannins. The darker herbal nature of the grape is 
emphasized here, adding texture and depth to the 
finish. For those who appreciate a style of Cabernet 
more like the Old World than the new, this is spot-
on. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

SYRAH

98 Hors Categorie 2018 Hors Categorie Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). In just a few short 

years, this wine has distinguished itself as one of 
the very best in the world. The only wine coming 
from this site in the North Fork area of the valley 
and harvested at barely a ton per acre on slopes that 
go up to 60% grade, the aromas rise from the glass, 
with notes of sea breeze, firepit, medicine, olive and 
fresh herb. It explodes on the palate with intense, 
rich savory flavors with crushed flowers on the fin-
ish. As always, beyond the intensity, it is the struc-
ture that truly separates this wine. The finish also 
refuses to quit. It a wine that grabs you, shakes you 
and refuses to let go. Best after 2025. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $260 

97 Horsepower 2018 Sur Echalas Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). For full review see page 

3. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $121 

96 Cayuse 2018 Wallah Wallah Special Syrah 
#12 Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). For full 

review see page 4. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $175/1.5 L 

96 Horsepower 2018 The Tribe Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). The aromas start out 

brooding, opening to reveal notes of soot, grilled 
asparagus, freshly mortared herbs, wet rock, orange 
rind and olive tapenade. Intense, palate-coating, 
velvety, savory flavors follow, with plentiful Kala-
mata olive and potpourri notes. A truly endless, 
palate-shaking flower- and olive-filled finish caps it 
off. Sit down, strap in, and get ready. It’s one hell 
of a ride. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $121 

95 No Girls 2018 La Paciencia Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). For full review see 

page 7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $76 

94 Cayuse 2018 Cailloux Vineyard Syrah (Walla 
Walla Valley). Coming from the first vine-

yard planted in this area of the valley in 1997 and 
cofermented with Viognier, the aromas are expres-
sive, with notes of raspberry, orange peel, soot, 
grilled meat and stem, showing more overt fruit out 
of the gate than this wine and area often does. The 
palate is broad in feel, with plentiful pyrazine notes 
on the finish. It needs time to fully show itself, but 
the rewards will be plentiful. Best after 2024. Cel-
lar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $92 

94 Cayuse 2018 En Cerise Vineyard Syrah (Walla 
Walla Valley). Brooding aromas of rasp-

berry, green stem, ember, sea salt, funk, grilled 
meat, hoisin sauce and blood are followed by pot-
pourri and red fruit flavors that completely coat the 
palate. It shows a lot of grace and appeal, carrying 
on the flower- and olive-filled finish. Decant or give 
it some time in the cellar to see it at its best. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $92 

94 Horsepower 2018 High Contrast Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). With grapes 

coming from a vineyard where the stones of the 
ancestral Walla Walla River and the surrounding 
silty loam meet, the aromas bring notes of raspberry, 
funk, ash, blood orange, black olive and potpourri. 
Palate-coating, intense flavors follow, showing lay-
ers of complexity. It’s more overtly rich in style than 
prior vintages but with no shortage of grace. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $121 

93 Cayuse 2018 Armada Vineyard Syrah (Walla 
Walla Valley). Like many of this estate’s 

offerings from this vintage, this wine shows more 
overt fruit out of the gate than in most recent vin-
tages, though there’s plenty of savory behind that. 
Brooding aromas offer notes of plum, potpourri, 
medicine and smoked meat. The flavors are palate 
coating, richer in style than recent vintages. There’s 
a lot of structure behind it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $102 

93 Cayuse 2018 Bionic Frog Syrah (Walla Walla 
Valley). As always, this wine comes from 

Coccinelle Vineyard. It exudes aromas of wet rock, 
along with notes of firepit, Satsuma orange, grilled 
asparagus and strawberry. Full, fleshy flavors follow, 
with floral notes lingering on the long finish. A pil-
lowy mouthfeel goes along with it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $120 

93 Cayuse 2018 En Chamberlain Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). This wine is locked up 

aromatically out of the gate, eventually opening to 
reveal notes of bacon fat, butcher shop, black olive 
brine, fireplace and medicine. Rounded, plush fruit 
and savory flavors follow. A long, flower-filled finish 
ends it. There’s a lot of structure to it that bodes 
well for its longevity. It takes time to get going, but 
once it does it delivers. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $92 

92 Analemma 2017 Syrah (Columbia Gorge). 
Columbia Gorge Syrah is rare indeed, but 
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this makes a strong case for its Northern Rhône 
style. Aromatically enticing, there’s a big espresso 
streak running through the core, along with dark 
notes of smoke and licorice and moist earth. The 
fruit touches on blackberry, black cherry and cassis, 
with a wrap of toasty oak. All in all it’s a dense and 
detailed and varietally true wine. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $48 

91 Brittan Vineyards 2016 Estate Syrah (McMin-
nville). Low-alcohol Syrah may have found 

its Oregon home. At least at this estate it can be rip-
ened at modest sugar levels and still have complex 
and intriguing flavors. It’s a savory style, firm and 
compact, with cranberry and pomegranate fruits 
along with ample acidity. Winemaker Robert Brit-
tan believes it has the structure to age for decades, 
and he just may be right. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

GRENACHE

95 Horsepower 2018 Sur Echalas Vineyard Gre-
nache (Walla Walla Valley). Coming from a 

vineyard planted at high density with the vines on 
stakes, it’s an aromatic tour de force, with notes of 
crushed rock, stem, black and green olive, peat, pot-
pourri, soot and grilled asparagus. Palate-coating, 
rich but still light-on-their-feet savory flavors fol-
low, with impressive structure behind it all. A crazy 
long flower- and olive-filled finish only ups the 
appeal of this completely captivating offering. Give 
it some time in the cellar to see it at its best. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $121 

94 No Girls 2018 La Paciencia Vineyard Gre-
nache (Walla Walla Valley). One sniff and 

there is no question where this wine comes from. 
The aromas dazzle, with notes of potpourri, smoked 
meat, mountain strawberry, wet stone, black olive 
juice, tapenade and orange peel. The palate is broad 
and full, showing more overt richness than recent 
vintages. A savory, flower-filled finish caps it off. It 
wins on grace. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $76 

93 Horsepower 2018 Fiddleneck Vineyard Gre-
nache (Walla Walla Valley). This is the inau-

gural release from this vineyard, which like many 
sites in this area was formerly an apple orchard, 
with this one abandoned in the early 1990s with 
fiddle-neck flowers sprouting up. Coming from 
fourth leaf fruit, it brings the good, old-fashioned 
funk that made this region of the valley famous. 
Behind that are aromas of blood orange, flower, 
soot, wet stone, fresh tobacco and pomegranate. 
The palate is fuller in style, chock-full of orange and 
savory flavors. Savory notes persist on an intense 
finish that will not quit. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $121 

92 Analemma 2018 Grenache (Columbia Gorge). 
This small producer is pushing the envelope 

with a portfolio of unique estate-grown wines from 

one of Oregon’s smallest AVAs. Grenache has been 
planted in the Columbia Gorge for half a century, 
and here is a wine that finds a unique and defin-
ing flavor for this unique terroir. It’s elegant and yet 
powerful, with transparent cranberry and cherry 
fruit along with interesting streaks of compost and 
peat moss. The biodynamic grapes keep pushing on 
through a long finish, adding nuances of earth and 
truffle and cinnamon. It was aged for 15 months in 
concrete egg and neutral oak. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

TEMPRANILLO

94 No Girls 2018 No Girls Tempranillo (Walla 
Walla Valley). The aromas are reserved, 

with notes of cassis, ash, crushed rock, tobacco 
and cocoa powder. Bright, full, fleshy flavors follow. 
It’s a rich, broad wine with chewy tannins. Give it 
few years in the cellar to see it at its best. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $76 

92 Cayuse 2018 Impulsivo Tempranillo (Walla 
Walla Valley). The aromas bring notes of 

pencil eraser, blackberry, peat and charcoal. The 
palate is full-bodied and has fine-grained tannins. 
Have it with food to see it at its best. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $102 

88 Naumes 2017 Tempranillo (Rogue Valley). 
This is a solid, if unspectacular, take on this 

variety. It’s rather astringent, with flavors of ash 
and black tea overtaking the lighter notes of berry 
and leaf. Cedar and tobacco aromas add further 
depth. Some 20% of the barrels were new. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

86 Catman 2018 Tempranillo (Umpqua Valley). 
Oaky and astringent, this rustic wine does 

have some sweet cherry fruit at its core. The bar-
rel tannins dominate, and there is little in the way 
of detail, but some bacon fat highlights elevate the 
finish and make this a good candidate for burgers. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

RED BLENDS

94 Cayuse 2018 Camaspelo (Walla Walla Val-
ley). Mostly Cabernet Sauvignon and Mer-

lot, this wine has aromas that enchant, with notes 
of cigar box, savory herbs, cherry, wet stone and 
fresh flowers. It coats the palate from end to end, 
showing intensity and richness but still plenty of 
vibrancy. It’s outrageously delicious now but will 
only pick up steam with some time in the cellar. 
Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $92 

94 Cayuse 2018 God Only Knows (Walla Walla 
Valley). This wine is predominantly Gre-

nache, harvested at just over one ton per acre. The 
aromas start out reserved for this appellation and 
estate, with notes of strawberry, peat, potpourri, 

smoked meat, clay and soot. Fuller-feeling pot-
pourri and orange rind flavors follow, ramping up 
in intensity over time. The finish just will not quit, 
kicking it up a notch. Give it a bit of time in the 
cellar to reap the fullest rewards. Best after 2024. 
Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $102 

93 Cayuse 2018 Flying Pig (Walla Walla Valley). 
This is 45% Cabernet Franc, 44% Merlot 

and 11% Cabernet Sauvignon. Piercingly pure aro-
mas of cherry, herb, green pepper and cigar box lead 
to plush, palate-coating coffee and herb flavors. 
It’s dark, rich and delicious out of the gate, but the 
rewards will really show themselves with a bit of 
bottle time. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $102 

93 La Rata 2018 La Rata (Walla Walla Valley). 
This singular expression of the region is a 

blend of cofermented Grenache (54%) and Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (36%), with the balance Syrah. 
Aromas of strawberry, earth, rose petal and min-
eral lead to palate-coating, fuller flavors that dance 
on the palate. An exceptionally long finish ups the 
appeal. It’s delicious. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $76 

91 Analemma 2018 Tinto (Columbia Gorge). 
There’s loads of mixed fruit upfront here, 

plums and cherries, along with accents of cinna-
mon, clove, black tea and cedar. The flavors are deli-
cious, and the spices give the wine a festive note. 
The blend is Tempranillo, Grenache, Syrah and 
Mencia, and what’s most impressive is how it all 
comes together in a forward, tasty, spicy and thor-
oughly delicious wine. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $36 

91 DanCin 2018 Synergy Barbera-Pinot Noir 
(Rogue Valley). For full review see page 23. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $44 

91 Pamplin 2017 J|R|G (Columbia Valley). The 
aromas offer notes of black cherry, herb and 

spice. The palate brings reserved black fruit flavors 
that show polish and class. It hangs on the finish. 
There’s sneaky structure behind it all. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

91 Spangler 2017 Claret (Southern Oregon). An 
old term for a Bordeaux-style blend, this 

Claret is two-thirds Merlot and one-third Cabernet 
Franc, placing it squarely in a Right Bank style. The 
aromatics are spot-on, showing the herbal character 
of the grapes and the blend. It’s firm and layered, 
with black fruits, barrel spices and sharp acidity. 
Give it plenty of aeration or another couple of years 
of bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Willful 2018 Seven Hills Vineyard Red (Walla 
Walla Valley). For full review see page 28. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  179

90 Naumes 2017 Tanto Monta Tempranillo-
Grenache (Rogue Valley). A blend of half 

Tempranillo and half Grenache, this nicely mar-
ries the strengths of both grapes, albeit in a rather 
high alcohol style. Bright cranberry and cherry fruit 
with a touch of sweetness, perhaps from the alco-
hol, punches through. Aging in a mix of French and 
American barrels—20% new—adds lovely accents 
of toasted hazelnuts and a lick of caramel. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

89 Naumes 2018 Triolet (Rogue Valley). This 
proprietary blend is 60% Barbera, 20% 

Malbec and 20% Grenache. Scents of violets and 
flavors of blueberries are the highlights, along with 
a touch of almond candy. The tannins are smooth 
and play well against the acidity of the Barbera 
grape. Taken all together, it’s a bit like a light Zin-
fandel. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

88 Belle Fiore 2016 Reserve Numinos (Rogue 
Valley). This is a five-grape Bordeaux blend, 

more than half Cabernet Sauvignon. It’s sturdy and 
tannic, with black cherry and cassis, pepper and a 
dash of sweet spice. Aged in a mix of French and 
American oak, 55% new, it’s in a race between the 
fruit and the tannins. Drink now through 2025. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $34 

88 Leah Jørgensen Cellars 2018 Nisse+Hygge 
Red Table Wine (Oregon). This playful, 

fruity wine is labeled “natural” (an undefined term) 
and carries a warning to keep it away from all light 
sources. It’s 60% Cabernet Franc, 30% Malbec and 
the rest Gamay. Forward and open, it mixes red and 
blue berries with baking spices and sufficient acid-
ity to keep those flavors buoyant. Drink over the 
next two or three years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Pamplin 2018 Red I.Q. (Columbia Valley). 
This is a blend of 48% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 38% Merlot and 14% Petit Verdot. The 
aromas start out high register, boasting notes of 
orange peel, flower, cherry and tar. The flavors are 
well-proportioned, with a lick of acidity tying them 
together. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

87 Naumes 2018 G-S-M (Rogue Valley). Though 
labeled GSM this also includes 10% Petite 

Sirah in the mix. It’s somewhat unfocused, with 
generic red fruit and plenty of barrel toast, which 
puts a charred edge on the tannins. Overall the fruit 
is far lighter and more delicate than the wood it’s 
been aged in. Drink over the next couple of years. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

87 Naumes 2018 SMP (Rogue Valley). The blend 
here is 40% Syrah, 30% Mourvèdre and 

30% Petite Sirah, and it comes with a strong seam 
of vanilla. The winery’s experiments with unusual 
blends are interesting and unique. Here, at least for 
now, the results are ambiguous, meaning none of 

the grapes dominate, and the flavors turn generic. 
It’s a lightly fruity wine with pretty berry flavors, 
modest acidity and a thin finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

87 Père Ami 2018 Red Wine (Umpqua Valley). 
This is a bit of an outlier in the winery port-

folio, a blend of Syrah, Tempranillo, Zinfandel and 
Grenache. Such a mix would not be found in a tra-
ditional field blend, so it’s difficult to see what the 
concept is here. It’s an unfocused, peppery, generic 
red wine. The leaf and herb flavors dominate. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $35 

85 Leah Jørgensen Cellars 2019 Oregon Tour 
Rain Vin Rouge (Oregon). The blend remains 

60% Cabernet Franc and 40% Gamay. It’s a leath-
ery wine, with muted blackberry fruit. It seems to 
fade very quickly. Two bottles tasted with similar 
results. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

OTHER RED WINES

92 AlmaTerra 2018 WindHorse Vineyard Zinfan-
del (Columbia Gorge). The flavors are con-

sistent with the previous vintage but with a notch 
more concentration. The blackberry and black 
cherry fruit power is front and center, and the fruit 
is nicely buoyed by proportionate acidity. Tannins 
also are ripe but moderate, and the finish brings in 
touches of ground coffee, mocha, roasted earth and 
char. —P.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

92 Spangler 2016 Khayam’s Block Dolcetto 
(Umpqua Valley). Dark and aromatic, this 

is a svelte mix of plum, mocha, briary blackberry 
and cut tobacco. Extra bottle age has softened but 
not tamed its feral wildness. This is a potent and 
expressive wine that sets a new standard for South-
ern Oregon Dolcetto. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

91 AlmaTerra 2017 WindHorse Vineyard Zinfan-
del (Columbia Gorge). Rich, toasty, dark and 

tannic, this is serious juice. The varietal character 
is less apparent than the overall black fruit power. 
It’s a bold and fruity wine that brings immediate 
pleasure. Blackberry, black cherry, smoke, espresso, 
char and roasted portobello mushroom are in the 
flavor mix. Enjoy this wine over the next five years. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

91 Naumes 2018 Barbera (Rogue Valley). Smoky, 
toasty, chocolaty and smooth, this is a seduc-

tive wine sourced from a single vineyard in the 
Rogue Valley. The fruit touches lightly on pink and 
red berries, but it’s the barrel flavors that push on 
through. After 10 months in a mix of new, once-
filled and neutral French oak, the wine has emerged 
with all the edges sanded smooth and highlights of 
tobacco, mocha and sandalwood. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

90 Leah Jørgensen Cellars 2019 Cabernet Franc 
(Southern Oregon). Ripe blackberry fruit 

shines brightly here, creating a flavorful core to this 
pure varietal wine. Underneath the fruit are some 
gentle tannins, and lighter suggestions of tanned 
leather and tea leaves. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Spangler 2017 Petite Sirah (Southern 
Oregon). There’s an appealing sweetness 

to the black fruits here, though the wine is dense 
with thick tannins. Bringing that fruit a bit forward 
helps to balance the palate, which coats the tongue 
with lightly chalky flavors of charcoal dust. The mix 
of boysenberries, espresso grounds and charcoal is 
entirely appropriate to the grape, and along with 
ample acidity this wine should match well with 
smoky grilled meats. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

88 Analemma 2018 Mencía (Columbia Gorge). 
This Spanish and Portuguese grape is virtu-

ally unknown in the U.S. but makes its debut with 
this Columbia Gorge biodynamic producer. Leath-
ery and tannic, its compact flavors mix plum, berry, 
gravel and earth, along with a touch of the tack 
room. It’s aggressively astringent and finishes with 
flavors of stem and skin from 80% whole-cluster 
fermentation. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $42 

88 Melrose 2016 Dolcetto (Umpqua Valley). 
This sharp-toned wine has a flavor mix 

of berries and dried leaves, sprinkled with scents 
and flavors of dried Italian herbs. Fading gracefully 
through the finish, it’s less acidic than many Dolcet-
tos and has gotten enough bottle age to be in a prime 
drinking window. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

88 Phelps Creek 2018 Merlot (Columbia Gorge). 
A handful of Columbia Valley vineyards 

are located across the river in Oregon. This smooth 
and sturdy Merlot was aged just under two years in 
French oak. It’s got light black raspberry and black 
cherry fruit, along with slightly charred barrel fla-
vors framing the tannins. Black tea and a hint of 
tobacco trail the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

88 Ribbon Ridge Winery 2019 Ridgecrest 
’Ridgecrest Vineyards’ Old Vine Estate 

Gamay Noir (Ribbon Ridge). A juicy bowl of tart ber-
ries, this is a perfectly gulpable, low-alcohol, chill-
able summer picnic red. Some of the vines date to 
1985. The wine spent 10 months in mostly neutral 
French oak prior to bottling. —P.G. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $30 

88 Spangler 2016 Petit Verdot (Oregon). This 
is dark and juicy, with the tannic structure 

common to the grape. Those thick tannins, along 
with a strong herbal component, push the black 
fruits into the background. The best option here 
would be to pair it with a grilled steak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 
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87 Cathedral Ridge 2017 Reserve Cabernet 
Franc (Columbia Valley). Woody aromas and 

quickly maturing dried cherry and cranberry fruit 
flavors suggest that this is a wine moving past its 
prime. The drying tannins and fruit leather flavors 
are further emphasized by tea leaf astringency. 
Unless you prefer well-aged Cabs, drink this wine 
within the next year or so. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $44 

87 Melrose 2019 Pinotage (Umpqua Valley). 
This unusual bottling of a South African 

grape is soft and astringent. Pomegranate fruit and 
a drying finish that leaves flavors of tea leaves are 
the defining characteristics. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

86 Knostman 2018 Estate Malbec (Umpqua 
Valley). Light berry fruit quickly moves into 

a soft and somewhat dilute palate with accents of 
fresh and dried herbs. The impression is of very 
young vines, and the fruit fades quickly in the fin-
ish. Drink over the next year or two. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

85 Season 2016 Malbec (Southern Oregon). 
There’s not much going on here, and no spe-

cific varietal character. This is a generic red wine, 
very light and tasting of tea and thin blackberry 
fruit. A small percentage of Carmenère has been 
added, perhaps to beef up the tannins. Drink now. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

83 Belle Fiore 2016 Reserve Montepulciano 
(Rogue Valley). Garnet at the rim and black 

in the center, this looks imposing but fails to deliver 
the anticipated power. The fruit is thin, herbaceous 
and woody, showing bare hints of blackberry. What 
dominates are dark and bitter flavors of charred 
barrel, anise and espresso. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 

83 Catman 2018 Baco Noir (Umpqua Valley). 
Oaky and sweaty, with aggressive tannins 

and a sharp green edge, this seems to be a difficult 
ambassador for a rarely seen (on the West Coast) 
grape. Fractured between tart acidity and green tan-
nins, with little in the way of ripe fruit, it makes for 
a challenge to find a food match, and it’s too astrin-
gent for sipping solo. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

WASHINGTON
CHARDONNAY

93 Ago 2019 Celilo Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Columbia Gorge). Aged in neutral oak, this 

wine comes from perhaps the state’s most revered 
Chardonnay site. Reserved aromas of whole lemon, 
crushed rock and whiffs of pineapple and kiwi lead 
to textured fruit flavors backed by electric acidity. 
It hangs on the finish. Like every wine from this 

site, the acidity defines it. It’s a wow wine. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $34 

92 J. Bookwalter 2018 Double Plot Conner-Lee 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). 

With a quarter aged in concrete egg and the rest in 
French oak, this wine is marked by aromas that are 
loaded with notes of mineral and spice. Full-bodied, 
rich, almost unctuous tropical fruit flavors follow, 
coating the palate from end to end. It’s a delightful 
representation of a fuller style. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

91 Abeja 2019 Chardonnay (Washington). The 
aromas offer notes of burnt toast, pump-

kin and peach, with the oak not having fully inte-
grated yet. There’s a lovely balance and texture to 
the reserved but still full-feeling fruit flavors. Toast 
notes linger on the finish. Give it a few years in the 
cellar to see it at its best. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

91 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2017 Ethos Reserve 
Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). Having been 

100% barrel fermented and not inoculated with 
yeast, this has barrel aromas at the fore, followed 
by notes of peach and spice. Rich apricot and peach 
flavors follow. It’s a ripe, hedonistic offering of the 
variety that keeps its balance in check. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Eight Bells 2020 Boushey Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Yakima Valley). With this blend of four 

cofermented clones, the aromas are exuberant, with 
notes of pear, yellow apple, star fruit, peach and the 
underside of a pineapple. Piercingly pure fruit fla-
vors follow, rich in feel but remarkably deft, with 
a pleasing blast of acidity on the finish. It’s a com-
pelling look at this variety unadorned by copious 
amounts of oak. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

91 Owen Roe 2019 Red Willlow Vineyard Char-
donnay (Yakima Valley). For full review see 

page 26. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $28 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2019 Indian Wells 
Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). Fruit for 

this wine comes from warmer sites throughout the 
Columbia Valley, and it shows on this prototypical 
riper style Chardonnay. Aromas of toast, pineapple 
and kiwi are followed by plentiful, creamy tropical 
fruit flavors. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2017 Cold Creek Vine-
yard Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). The 

aromas offer notes of lees, crayon, spice and peach, 
with the full-bodied palate showing more of the 
same. It brings a pleasing juiciness with the hall-
mark acidity of the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Waterbrook 2019 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

34. 
abv: 13.16% Price: $18 

89 Kind Stranger 2019 Chardonnay (Washing-
ton). With the Chardonnay coming from 

Evergreen Vineyard and blended with 15% Rous-
sanne, aromas of buttered corn on the cob, apple 
and the underside of a pineapple lead to a lean, 
flavorful palate. A mineral streak runs through it. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $17 

89 Sightglass 2020 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). This was aged in stainless steel, with 

the fruit coming from Conner Lee Vineyard. The 
aromas offer notes of cut red apple along with Bosc 
pear and a whiff of white flowers. It’s rich, showing 
purity to the full-bodied flavors. A bitter note pokes 
out on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $22 

88 Dunham 2018 Shirley Mays Chardonnay 
(Columbia Valley). The aroma brings notes 

of burnt toast, apple and pineapple. The tropical fla-
vors are more reserved than the aromas would sug-
gest. It’s a bit of a odd mix. Perhaps some time will 
bring it all together. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Waterbrook 2019 Chardonnay (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas boast notes of peach 

and pear with a whiff of pineapple. The palate has 
graceful fruit flavors with balance capturing the 
attention. It delivers a lot of quality and value. Best 
Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.33% Price: $12 

87 Lagana 2018 Eritage Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Walla Walla Valley). Fruit for this wine 

comes from a new vineyard north of downtown. The 
aromas offer notes of kelp and sea salt, coming off 
as reduced. Medium-bodied apple and pear flavors 
follow, showing purity and a snap of acidity. There 
will be plenty of good things going on if the aromas 
clear up. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $22 

86 Sagelands 2019 Chardonnay (Columbia 
Valley). Aromas of Muscat gummy, crayon 

and yellow apple lead to plump apple flavors. It’s 
straight down the fairway. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $12 

85 Canoe Ridge 2019 The Expedition Chardon-
nay (Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas of roasted 

corn on the cob and pear are followed by stone and 
tropical fruit flavors that seem faded, with the con-
centration wanting. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

84 Castle Rock 2019 Chardonnay (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas bring notes of cut yel-

low apple and herb. Light medicinal flavors follow, 
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which seem distracting from the fruit. It trails on 
the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

93 Devison 2020 Evergreen Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Columbia Valley). This producer is 

exploring its own direction with the variety with 
great success, making the most compelling offering 
in the state. The aromas are arresting, with notes 
of freshly squeezed lemon, herb, pea pod, kiwi and 
wet slate. The palate is tart and puckering, sleek but 
intensely flavorful, with outrageously racy acidity. 
The finish carries off into the distance. It’s the per-
fect oyster wine. See it at is best with a light chill. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $25 

92 Avennia 2019 Oliane Sauvignon Blanc 
(Yakima Valley). A blend of Boushey and 

Red Willow fruit, with reductive aromas in the 
lead out of the gate. Behind that are notes of sweet 
herb along with wet stone and lime. There’s plenty 
of texture behind the flavors along with the middle 
briskness and racy acidity of the vintage. A stone- 
and citrus-filled finish follows. Give a short decant 
if drinking in the near term. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $28 

92 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2019 Horse Heaven 
Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Horse Heaven 

Hills). The aromas are effusive, with notes of lemon 
zest, fresh herbs and wet stone. The palate is tart 
and racy, with puckering lemon and guava flavors. 
It’s flat-out delicious, with the acidity driving it. 
Pair it with oysters with a Champagne mignonette. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Bodewell 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Yakima 
Valley). Aromas of herb and Meyer lemon 

lead to tart pineapple and citrus flavors. Mouthwa-
tering acidity keeps it all in focus. It’s tasty. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

90 Kerloo 2020 Lonesome Springs Ranch Sau-
vignon Blanc (Yakima Valley). The aromas 

bring notes of star fruit, citrus and herb. It’s grace-
ful and light on its feet, with plenty of acidity. It 
needs food to be fully appreciated. Pair it with lin-
guine with clams, lemon and garlic. —S.S. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $24 

90 Sightglass 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Red 
Mountain). As usual, this wine is all Artz 

Vineyard fruit. It’s still in its shell, with aromas of 
lemon curd and herb. The palate is fuller in style but 
has the acidity to pull it off. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $22 

90 Walla Walla Vintners 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Columbia Valley). This wine leans hard 

into the tropical, with aromas and flavors of kiwi, 

guava, cantaloupe and candied pineapple. It brings 
a lot of enjoyment. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2020 Sauvignon 
Blanc (Columbia Valley). The aromas are 

light, with notes of kiwi, pineapple, herb and cit-
rus. Fleshy feeling but lightly flavored tropical notes 
follow with a zing of lemony acidity on the finish. 
Drink it on a warm summer day. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

88 Walla Walla Vintners 2020 Sagemoor Vine-
yard Sauvignon Blanc (Columbia Valley). 

This wine hasn’t fully settled in yet, reductive at 
first followed by aromas of citrus and herb. The fla-
vors are full and fleshy, showing the warmth of the 
area. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

88 Watchful Maker 2019 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of pink grape-

fruit and melon lead to a palate that is straight 
down the fairway, broad in feel but light on its feet. 
It’s an enjoyable quaffer. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

RIESLING

92 Chateau Ste. Michelle & Dr. Loosen 2019 Ero-
ica Riesling (Columbia Valley). The aromas 

are reserved, with notes of lime, flower, wet slate 
and herb. The dried Nestea lemon iced tea flavors 
are center focused initially, broadening over time. 
It’s a touch off-dry, barely perceptible given the big 
blast of acidity behind it. Pair it with lemongrass 
curried chicken. Best after 2022. Cellar Selection. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

92 Chateau Ste. Michelle & Dr. Loosen 2016 
Eroica Gold Riesling (Columbia Valley). This 

is a thoroughly beguiling wine, with aromas of dried 
Nestea lemon iced tea and Mandarin orange. Sweet, 
rich, well-balanced fruit flavors follow. Cleansing 
acidity finishes it off. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $20/375 ml 

92 Long Shadows 2019 Poet’s Leap Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

19. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $20 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2020 Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are fresh, 

with notes of lime, white peach and flower. Off-dry 
leaning sweeter stone fruit flavors follow. Pair it 
with spicy Thai food. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2020 Dry Riesling 
(Columbia Valley). Pleasing aromas of lime 

leaf, flower and wet slate are followed by dry Nestea 
iced tea flavors. There’s a lovely lick of acidity on 
the finish. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle & Dr. Loosen 2017 XLC 
Dry Riesling (Columbia Valley). A wine with 

extended lees contact (22 months), this is made in 
upright oak casks. There is not another like it in the 
state. The aromas are unique, with notes of lime, 
diesel, smoke, pepper and lime leaf. It’s broad in 
feel and bone-dry, with plentiful lime flavors and a 
touch of smoke on the finish. It captures the vintage 
exceptionally well and will be timeless. Best after 
2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

90 Dowsett Family 2018 Aunt Diane’s Vineyard 
Riesling (Columbia Gorge). The aromas 

bring appealing notes of diesel, jasmine, flower, 
orange rind, Nestea lemon iced tea and lime. The 
palate is bone-dry, tart and puckering. It’s an aus-
tere interpretation of the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $16 

90 Dunham 2018 Lewis Estate Vineyard Ries-
ling (Columbia Valley). A full two-plus 

years in, the aromas offer notes of petrol, lime zest, 
green apple and flower. Well-balanced, off-dry cit-
rus and apple flavors follow with more than ample 
acidity to tie it all together. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Sin Banderas 2020 DuBrul Vineyard Riesling 
(Yakima Valley). The aromas are quiet for 

the variety, with faint notes of flower and lime. The 
palate is dry and tart, with racy acidity. It needs 
time to come into its own but has the stuffing. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

90 Washington Hills 2019 Dry Riesling (Wash-
ington). There’s no mistaking the variety, 

with its notes of lime, lemon, herb and green flower. 
It drinks just a slightest hair off-dry, with a fuller 
feel, with plentiful acidity tying it all together. It’s 
hard to ask for more. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 11.69% Price: $11 

89 Phelps Creek 2019 Underwood Mountain 
Vineyards Riesling (Columbia Gorge). The 

aromas enchant, with notes of flower, lime leaf, 
diesel and cut green apple. Broad feeling, off-dry 
leaning sweeter flavors follow, showing pleasing 
balance. A lick of acidity keeps it all together. —S.S. 
abv: 10% Price: $28 

88 Figgins 2020 Riesling (Walla Walla Valley). 
The aromas bring notes of whole lime, lime 

zest and white peach. The palate is dry and broad in 
style, with plentiful peach flavors. It’s equal parts 
intrigue and delivery. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Nine Hats 2019 Riesling (Columbia Valley). 
This is a sleek but flavorful offering of the 

variety, with notes of lime, pear, herb and wet rock. 
The acidity from the vintage shines through. Pair 
it with a green apple salad with a honey mustard 
dressing. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $14 
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88 Phelps Creek 2019 Zieglar Vineyards Riesling 
(Columbia Gorge). The aromas bring notes 

of petrol, sweet herb, green apple, dry Nestea iced 
tea and lime. The dry palate can’t deliver on all of 
that promise, needing more acidity to stand up the 
broad oxidized apple and lees flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $24 

86 Washington Hills 2019 Late Harvest Ries-
ling (Washington). The aromas offer notes 

of dried rose petal and wilted flower, along with 
citrus. Lipton lemon iced tea flavors follow, bring-
ing sweetness but a lot of acidity along with them. 
Wilted flower notes linger on the finish. It doesn’t 
all sit in harmony, but there’s still enjoyment to be 
had. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $11 

VIOGNIER

91 Isenhower 2019 Francisca’s Vineyard Viognier 
(Walla Walla Valley). Fermented in acacia 

and French oak puncheons (33% new), the aromas 
offer plenty of appeal, with notes of freshly cut pear, 
peach and honeycomb. Rounded, ripe stone fruit 
flavors follow with a thread of acidity connecting it 
all together. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Fortuity 2020 Viognier (Yakima Valley). 
This wine explores a direction with this 

variety seldom seen in the state, with the fruit 
picked quite early. It shows some reduction out of 
the gate that clears. Behind that are notes of pear 
and yellow apple. The palate is deft. It’s hard to peg 
it as Viognier, but it’s very tasty. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Prospice 2020 Gamache Vineyard Viognier 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are beguil-

ing, with notes of pear and peach. The palate is 
sprightly for the variety, with plenty of intensity. 
Give it a bit of additional bottle time to see it 
deliver. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $28 

87 Waterbrook 2019 Icon Estate Viognier 
(Columbia Valley). This comes from the win-

ery’s Canyon Vineyard Ranch and was made at a 
microscopic 80 cases. The aromas pop, with notes 
of white flower, apricot candy and lemon iced tea. 
The flavors show elegance, with stone fruit on the 
warm finish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $30 

PINOT GRIS

86 Canoe Ridge 2019 The Expedition Pinot Gris 
(Columbia Valley). Light aromas of star fruit 

and pineapple are followed by faint tropical fruit 
flavors. The concentration is quite light. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

86 Phelps Creek 2019 Pinot Gris (Columbia 
Gorge). This is a combination of estate fruit 

and fruit from Underwood Vineyard. The aromas 
are unusual, with notes of diesel, tin and cut apple. 
The dry green apple flavors are light with a whole 
lot of green apple-like acidity behind them. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

86 Sagelands 2019 Pinot Gris (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas of wet stone, tropical fruit and 

spice lead to sleek lime and flower flavors. It fin-
ishes with the tartness of the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $12 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Avennia 2019 La Perle (Columbia Valley). 
Roussanne comprises 72% of this wine, 

with the rest Marsanne. It’s a mixture of Sagemoor 
(35%), WeatherEye (37%), and Boushey fruit (the 
Marsanne), and the aromas draw you into the glass, 
with notes of beeswax, marzipan, mineral and pear. 
The palate brings texture and richness but no short-
age of grace. Toasty notes linger on the finish. Give it 
a few years in the cellar to see it shine. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

92 Amavi 2019 Sémillon (Walla Walla Valley). 
Over half of the fruit for this wine comes 

from Les Collines, with the rest from Goff, Seven 
Hills East and Summit View. One sniff and there is 
no mistaking the variety, with its aromas of fig and 
beeswax. The palate is full in feel, but with crisp, 
lively acidity that puts it all in vivid focus. As with 
all offerings of this variety, it will be best with some 
bottle age. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

92 Latta 2018 Lawrence Vineyard Roussanne 
(Royal Slope). The aromas brings notes 

of apricot, straw and beeswax. The palate is full-
bodied, redolent with stone fruit flavors. It’s almost 
viscous in feel, bringing gravitas. Best enjoyed with 
a light chill. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

91 Dowsett Family 2018 Gewürztraminer 
(Columbia Gorge). For full review see page 

24. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $16 

91 Grosgrain 2020 Philips Vineyard Albariño 
(Walla Walla Valley). Examples of this variety 

are rare in the valley and Washington more broadly. 
This is fermented and aged in concrete egg, neutral 
barrel and stainless steel. Intriguing aromas of bees-
wax, wet stone and the underside of a pineapple are 
followed by elegant flavors that dance lightly on the 
palate. There’s compelling balance throughout. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $24 

90 Kerloo 2020 Blue Mountain Vineyard Gre-
nache Blanc (Walla Walla Valley). This wine 

hasn’t fully settled in out of the gate. Once it does, it 
shows aromas of lemon rind and other citrus notes. 

The palate is sleek and flavorful. There’s a lot of 
goodness once it gets going. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $26 

90 L’Ecole No. 41 2020 Old Vines Chenin Blanc 
(Yakima Valley). Aromas of fresh kiwi and 

passion fruit are followed by full-feeling tropical 
fruit flavors. It’s tasty. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Phelps Creek 2018 Gorge Crest Gewürztra-
miner (Columbia Gorge). This is a brooding 

wine for the variety, with aromas of flower petal and 
herb. The flavors are center focused with a zip of 
acidity through the middle. Once it opens up there 
are plenty of interesting things happening, with the 
acidity driving it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $26 

86 Convergence Zone 2020 Sunbreak Old 
Vine Upland Vineyard Chenin Blanc (Snipes 

Mountain). Out of the gate, reductive aromas dis-
tract from the aromas of ripe kiwi, fresh pineapple 
and star fruit. The palate is deft, but the reduction 
gets in the way. There’s enjoyment to be had once it 
clears. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $17 

SPARKLING WINES

91 Grosgrain 2020 Pétillant Naturel Les Collines 
Vineyard Sparkling Sémillon (Walla Walla Val-

ley). The aromas are bright and fresh, with notes 
of pear, grass and green apple. There’s exquisite 
balance to the flavors, with a whole lot of acidity 
behind it. It’s a big-time winner. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 11.6% Price: $28 

90 Grosgrain 2020 Old Vine Petillant Naturel 
Kiona Vineyard Lemberger (Red Mountain). 

This slightly cloudy wine is apricot colored. The 
aromas offer notes of baked bread and pear tart. The 
palate dances with light, elegant flavors that linger 
on the finish. It’s flat-out delicious. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $30 

90 Pet Project 2020 Petillant Naturel Arete 
Vineyard Chenin Blanc (Columbia Valley). 

This is a rare-for-the-state organic sparkling wine 
of an increasingly seldom seen variety. It was fer-
mented with native yeast, and the aromas bring 
plenty of appeal, with notes of lemon, cut apple, 
apple skin and brioche. Bone-dry, quite austere 
citrus flavors follow. Acidity hounds, this one is for 
you. —S.S. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $29 

88 Hoquetus 2019 Blue Mountain Vineyard 
Cabernet Franc (Walla Walla Valley). Pale 

salmon in color, the aromas bring notes of sliced 
green pepper, strawberry and citrus. The palate is 
fuller in style, with a fleshy feel. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 
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88 L’Ecole No. 41 2020 Alder Ridge Vineyard 
Grenache (Horse Heaven Hills). A pretty pale 

salmon color, with aromas of strawberry, melon and 
herb leading to a fuller feeling palate with a touch of 
sweetness. There’s plenty of enjoyment to be had. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

ROSÉS

92 Devison 2020 East of the Sun Boushey 
Vineyard Rosé (Yakima Valley). A blend of 

78% Mourvèdre and 22% Grenache, this native 
fermented wine coming from one of the state’s 
top vineyards is quickly becoming a benchmark 
rosé for Washington. It’s pale copper, with aromas 
showing complexity, with notes of citrus zest, yel-
low strawberry, whole watermelon and wet rock. 
Fleshy, textured but still brisk flavors follow, with a 
lot of acidity behind it all. It brings complexity and 
seriousness but with no shortage of outright enjoy-
ment. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

91 Eight Bells 2020 Mourvèdre Red Willow Vine-
yard Rosé (Yakima Valley). This is a rare 

example of a pink wine from this esteemed vineyard. 
The aromas bring notes of strawberry and melon, 
with a light candied note. The palate is bone-dry, 
almost austere, with light, bright flavors. It’s thor-
oughly delightful. —S.S. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $28 

91 Grosgrain 2020 Blush Angiolina Farm Gre-
nache Rosé (Yakima Valley). A very pretty 

pale copper color, this is all Gre nache, fermented 
and aged in concrete (80%) and stainless steel. The 
aromas start out brooding, with notes of mineral, 
strawberry, grapefruit and melon rind. The palate 
is light, bright, textured and delicious, with citrus 
rind flavors on the finish. It’s a winner. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

91 Julia’s Dazzle 2020 Rosé (Columbia Valley). 
For full review see page 25. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

91 Prospice 2020 Lonesome Spring Ranch Rosé 
(Yakima Valley). This rare vineyard desig-

nated rosé is just a smidgen under half Grenache, 
with the rest nearly equal parts Cinsault and Cou-
noise. The aromas bring notes of mountain straw-
berry and watermelon. Tart, drier than bone-dry, 
puckering, sprightly flavors follow. It’s almost aus-
tere initially, releasing its grip over time and giving 
up the goods. Decant. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Kerloo 2020 Lonesome Springs Ranch Rosé 
(Yakima Valley). A blend of 60% Grenache 

and 40% Mourvèdre with all of the fruit coming 
from Lonesome Springs Ranch Vineyard, this wine 
is pale copper in color. The aromas bring notes 
of concrete, whole lemon and, initially, whiffs of 
cheese that dissipate over time. The palate is light, 

bright and fresh. A big blast of racy acidity ties it all 
together. —S.S. 
abv: 11.7% Price: $26 

90 Kind Stranger 2020 Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). This is a blend of Grenache (49%), 

Mourvèdre (39%) and Cinsault. It’s pale enough in 
color that it could pass as a white wine. The aromas 
bring notes of strawberry, watermelon and melon 
rind. Dry, light star fruit flavors follow. It’s a won-
derfully breezy pink. —S.S. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $17 

90 Pursued by Bear 2020 Blushing Bear Rosé 
(Columbia Valley). A blend of 60% Gre-

nache and 40% Mourvèdre, this wine is a touch 
reduced out of the gate, with notes of white straw-
berry and watermelon rind underneath. The palate 
is broad in feel. It has great stuffing with plenty of 
enjoyment once it opens up. Don’t forget to feel the 
label. —S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $28 

90 Sin Banderas 2020 Rosé (Yakima Valley). A 
pretty pale peach color, the aromas bring 

notes of watermelon and mountain strawberry. 
Fuller feeling flavors follow, bringing a slightly 
creamy feel. The acidity impresses. It aims for a 
richer style and hits it, with the acidity delivering. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 SMAK 2020 Fall/Winter Rosé (Columbia 
Valley). Designed as rosé to get us through 

the fall and winter months, it’s a fuller styled offer-
ing. Showing a tinge of pale copper color, the aro-
mas are bright and appealing, with notes of melon 
and cut yellow apple. The palate is full in feel, tex-
tured, flavorful and well-balanced. A zing of acidity 
ties it all together. —S.S. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $18 

90 SMAK 2020 Spring Rosé (Walla Walla 
Valley). Valley designated rosés are rare 

beasts. Like its littermates from the vintage, this 
wine is quite pale in color. Aromas of Jolly Rancher, 
star fruit and rhubarb are followed by medium-bod-
ied, textured citrus and melon flavors. It has body 
but remains pleasingly light on its feet, with plenty 
of acidity. —S.S. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $18 

90 SMAK 2020 Summer Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). Showing just a tinge of color such that 

it could pass as a white wine, this rosé has aromas 
of apple, pear and whiffs of tropical fruit, followed 
by medium-bodied, juicy flavors. The acidity keeps 
it all in focus. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 XOBC 2019 Evangeline 60% Syrah 40% 
Grenache Rosé (Walla Walla Valley). A 

pretty pale copper color, with aromas of watermelon 
and cherry, followed by full-feeling flavors. It’s an 
enjoyable, medium-bodied pink. —S.S. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $NA 

89 Fortuity 2020 Rosé of Cinsault Marcela Vine-
yard Rosé (Yakima Valley). Coming from a 

variety seldom seen in the state, this wine is so pale 
it almost, but not quite, passes as a white wine. The 
aromas offer vibrant notes of watermelon rind, can-
taloupe, kiwi and wet clay. The flavors are dry, light 
and bright. A lively zip of acidity ups the interest. 
There’s plenty of promise and delivery. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Canoe Ridge 2020 Expedition Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). This is a pretty pale peach with 

a pink tinge. The aromas bring notes of watermelon, 
strawberry, guava and orange bitters. A deft, flavor-
ful palate follows, chock-full of kiwi flavors. It’s a 
breezy, flavorful pink. —S.S. 
abv: 12.06% Price: $16 

88 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2020 Rosé (Columbia 
Valley). Vibrant aromas of watermelon and 

freshly cut cantaloupe lead to dry, straight down the 
fairway orange peel and cherry flavors. It’s a crowd-
pleaser. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Walla Walla Vintners 2020 Rosé (Walla 
Walla Valley). There’s not a lot of rosé com-

ing out of the valley. A pretty pale peach color, this 
all-Sangiovese wine offers aromas of melon and 
herb. Fleshy, quite full feeling flavors follow. There’s 
enjoyment to be had, though it gets bogged down. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $22 

87 Sightglass 2020 Grenache Rosé (Columbia 
Valley). All of the fruit for this wine comes 

from Stillwater Creek Vineyard. Apple, melon and 
lemon curd aromas are followed by full-bodied fruit 
flavors. It gets bogged down. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $25 

87 Waterbrook 2020 Icon Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). Grenache makes up three-quarters of 

this wine, and Tempranillo the rest. It has a very 
appealing pale salmon color. The aromas are sub-
dued, with notes of orange zest, herb and pink 
grapefruit. The palate is light and airy. The concen-
tration is not all there, but what is there is lovely. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.43% Price: $30 

86 Canoe Ridge 2020 Summit Series Cinsault 
Canyon VIneyard Ranch Rosé (Columbia Val-

ley). Its pale copper color could make it pass as a 
white. The aromas bring notes of wet clay, coconut 
and kiwi. The oak gets in the way on the otherwise 
lightly flavored palate. —S.S. 
abv: 13.35% Price: $25 

86 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2020 Le Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas are bright, with 

notes of cantaloupe, bubblegum and strawberry. 
Thick, weighty flavors follow, getting bogged down. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 
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CABERNET SAUVIGNON

98 Quilceda Creek 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $200 

97 Betz Family 2018 Heart of the Hill Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). The 

aromas intrigue, with notes of bay leaf, raspberry 
compote and cherry, showing dazzling purity. On 
the palate, boom! There are rich, highly structured, 
impeccably balanced flavors. The finish is endless. 
It wins on all counts, but it’s the balance that truly 
separates this wine. It’s a time capsule of this vin-
tage that will show beautifully whenever you decide 
to open it. Best from 2030 to 2040. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $120 

96 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Serra Pedace Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). 

One of four vineyard designates in the winery’s 
lineup, this is 100% Cabernet Sauvignon. The 
aromas boast notes of graphite, savory herb, black 
cherry, anise and espresso. The palate explodes with 
dark, rich, creamy, seamless fruit flavors. The finish 
rolls into the distance. It’s shockingly good. Don’t 
touch until at least 2032. It will last as long as you 
keep it. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $138 

96 Passing Time 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Horse Heaven Hills). Discovery Caber-

net makes up a full half of this wine, with the rest 
from Champoux (41%) and The Benches. Blended 
with 9% Merlot and 5% Cabernet Franc, this wine 
is locked up tightly out of the gate, with notes of 
dried herb, coffee, black cherry leaf, spice, bitter-
sweet chocolate and scorched earth. The flavors 
are bold and rich, with oodles of sophistication. 
There’s impressive layering, midpalate density and 
structure. The finish is eternal. Full of intensity, 
sophistication and grace, it’s one for the ages. Cel-
lar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $85 

95 Betz Family 2018 Père de Famille Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). This is a wine 

for the ages. Aromas of thyme, the blackest of cher-
ries, licorice, bay leaf and spice are followed by out-
right delicious, plump fruit flavors. There’s a whole 
lot of primary fruit, with ample structure to hang it 
all on, along with plenty of depth and intensity. The 
finish is near endless. It flat-out impresses, with 
remarkable intensity. Best from 2028 to 2038. Cel-
lar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $78 

95 Passing Time 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). Here, 55% of the fruit 

comes from Klipsun and 42% from Red Mountain 
Vineyard, with the rest a pinch of Bacchus Caber-
net Franc. It’s in its shell initially, with aromas of 
scorched earth, dark roasted coffee, dried herb, 
raspberry, earth and cherry. The palate is action-

packed, full of layered, dense fruit flavors. The bal-
ance is exquisite, with the length only upping the 
impression. Don’t touch this during this decade. 
Best 2032–2040. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

94 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). Aromas of scorched 

coffee, earth, tar, black cherry, cassis, dark choco-
late, anise and spice are followed by dense, layered, 
rich fruit flavors. There’s plenty of levity to keep 
it aloft, along with precision and detail. The finish 
carries as long as you care to count. It’s a quintes-
sential Walla Walla Valley wine at its finest, with 
power and grace. Drink from 2028 to 2038, but it 
will live as long as you care to keep it. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $100 

94 Passing Time 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). This is all Cabernet, 

with 62% of the fruit coming from Seven Hills and 
the rest from Pepper Bridge. The aromas are cap-
tivating, with notes of thyme, plum, bay leaf, high 
cacao chocolate and black cherry. The palate packs 
a wallop of tightly wound fruit and brawny tan-
nins. Patience and time in the cellar are absolutely 
required. Best after 2028. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

93 Abeja 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia 
Valley). Aromas of fresh black cherry, barrel 

spice, dark chocolate and blackberry are followed by 
lush, ripe black cherry flavors. The tannins are pol-
ished to a fine sheen, and it shows a compelling tex-
ture. The finish carries. This is an outright delicious 
offering of the variety, with lots of pure hedonism 
but no shortage of class. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

93 Devison 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas offer immediate 

appeal, with notes of green and black tea, black 
cherry, crushed granite, whole coffee bean, cedar, 
plum and smoke, showing complexity. The palate 
brings abundant structure and layers of fruit fla-
vors. Lightly grainy tannins back it all up. Best after 
2026 with plenty of rewards to be had well beyond 
that. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $59 

93 Fidelitas 2018 Ciel du Cheval Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). aromas of 

char, barrel spice, herb and raspberry are followed 
by sumptuous, rich flavors in the 100% varietal. 
Velvety tannins back it up. Fruit and barrel play 
equal parts. Give it some additional time in the bot-
tle. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $75 

93 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Mill Creek Upland Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). The 

aromas of this 100% Cabernet Sauvignon pull 
you into the glass, with notes of savory herb, high 
cacao chocolate, smoke, the blackest of cherries 
and scorched earth. On the palate, it’s a big, rich, 
mouthful of a wine, showing graceful intensity but 

also plenty of nuance to the bold fruit flavors. Time 
absolutely required. Best after 2030. Cellar Selec-
tion. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $138 

93 Passing Time 2018 Block 1311 Wallula Vine-
yard Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse Heaven 

Hills). The quality of the fruit and vintage is appar-
ent immediately, with captivating aromas of black 
cherry, plum and spice. The palate does not disap-
point, bringing luscious fruit flavors and more. The 
polish and class impress, as does the long finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

93 Upchurch 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). The aromas draw you into the 

glass, with notes of dark raspberry, black cherry, 
scorched earth and spice. The flavors are arresting, 
showing plenty of depth, polish and class along with 
exceptional length. There’s a lot of seriousness to it. 
Give it time in the cellar to see it at its best. Drink 
after 2027. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

92 Col Solare 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). The aromas are reticent ini-

tially, with notes of coffee, anise, dried herb, cherry 
and tar. The flavors are fleshy and straight down the 
fairway, with plenty of structure behind them. Give 
it time in the cellar to see it at its best. Drink after 
2026. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

92 Col Solare 2017 Collector’s Society Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). Intriguing aro-

mas of black tea, black fruit and assorted herbs in 
this 100% varietal lead to notes of cherry, pome-
granate and cocoa. The flavors are deft and pretty, 
showing a lovely texture and sneaky richness. Anise 
and cherry notes linger on the long finish, kicking 
it up a notch. It’s a pretty, polished offering of the 
variety. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

92 Col Solare 2017 Tenuta Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). The aromas of this 100% 

varietal are locked up out of the gate, opening to 
reveal notes of barrel spice, black cherry and rasp-
berry. The palate packs a punch of velvety fruit fla-
vors that show polish and sophistication. The bal-
ance is exquisite. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

92 Dunham 2017 XXIII Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Washington). The aromas provide immedi-

ate appeal, with notes of raspberry, mocha, sweet 
spice, dried herb and currant. The palate is chock-
full of ripe, plump, flavorful fruit and plentiful bar-
rel accents, with tannins so soft you might think it 
were Merlot. It’s a sure-fire crowd-pleaser. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

92 Eight Bells 2016 Red Willow Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Yakima Valley). The aro-
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mas of this blend of 12 different clones of Cabernet 
could almost pass for old school Bordeaux, display-
ing both the coolness of this site and the cool finish 
of the vintage. Leaning into the savory, they offer 
notes of green pepper, jalapeño, flowers and herbs, 
followed by cherry and plum. The flavors are soft 
and plush, exhibiting the winery’s hallmark grace. It 
might be a bit green for some tastes, but others will 
find magic. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

92 Fidelitas 2018 Quintessence Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). This vine-

yard has quickly made a name for itself, and Fideli-
tas has been at the forefront of that. Cocoa, cedar, 
black cherry and barrel spice aromas lead in this 
100% varietal, followed by full, luscious, ripe fruit 
flavors. They are surrounded by the structure that 
has made this appellation famous. Best after 2024. 
Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $70 

92 J. Bookwalter 2018 Protagonist Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Aromas of 

dried orange rind, fresh herbs, black cherry and tar 
are followed by fresh, fruitful flavors. It’s direct in 
the appeal of its primary fruit. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

92 L’Ecole No. 41 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

19. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Manu Propria 2017 Ex Animo Red Willow 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Yakima Val-

ley). This wine—all varietal except for a splash of 
Merlot (8%)—comes from one of the state’s most 
highly regarded vineyards. Its aromas open with 
notes of milk chocolate, plum, pink peppercorn and 
sautéed herb. Plump, broad blue and red fruit fla-
vors follow, showing pleasing richness. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $NA 

92 Upchurch 2018 LTL Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). The aromas of this estate’s 

entry level offering are initially reticent, with notes 
of cherry, plum, flower and tar. This leads to well-
proportioned black fruit flavors. The appellation’s 
tannic structure is there in abundance. There’s a lot 
of depth and layering to the flavors as well. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $30 

92 Woodward Canyon 2017 40th Anniversary 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). This 

esteemed producer reaching its fourth decade is not 
only a benchmark for the winery but for the state’s 
wider industry. A blend of equal parts Champoux 
Vineyard and estate fruit coming from vines with 
an average of 35 years of age, this collector’s anni-
versary wine was micro-produced at just under 100 
cases. The aromas draw you in, with notes of black 
fruit, green pepper, fresh herb, flower, clove, spice, 
bittersweet chocolate, licorice and black cherry. 
Ripe, rich, dark fruit flavors follow, with plentiful 
barrel accents. There’s polish and class along with 

a lot of structure around it all. Give it until at least 
2027. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $180 

91 Abeja 2017 Heather Hill Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). The aromas of this 

100% varietal bring notes of cherry cordial, cof-
fee, blackberry, anise, dried orange rind and spice. 
The palate is flavorful and soft. The concentration 
wavers a bit in the middle initially but fleshes out 
over time. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

91 Amavi 2018 Estate Vineyards Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Walla Walla Valley). For full review see 

page 22. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Arenness Cellars 2018 DuBrul Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Yakima Valley). Coming from 

one of the most highly regarded vineyards in the 
state, this Cab has aromas of black and green tea, 
followed by notes of fig and tar that need some time 
to open up. There’s a pleasing polish to the black 
cherry flavors, which show sophistication. Cof-
fee notes linger on the long finish. It’s equal parts 
promise and delivery. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $44 

91 Canoe Ridge 2018 The Explorer Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Horse Heaven Hills). For full review 

see page 23. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

91 Canvasback 2017 Ciel du Cheval Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Red Mountain). The aromas intrigue, 

with notes of cocoa, orange rind, cherry, vanilla, 
tar and licorice. Ripe fruit flavors follow, bringing 
sophistication. There’s plenty of acidity and tannin 
structure behind it all. Give it time in the cellar to 
see it at its best. Drink after 2026. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $70 

91 Canvasback 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). For full review see page 23. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $42 

91 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2018 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Columbia Valley). The aromas are 

unmistakably Cabernet, bringing full-on notes of 
black currant along with dried herb and a kiss of 
spice. The flavors are ripe, luxurious and remark-
ably fruit forward, with the oak pleasantly dialed 
back. It shows plenty of richness in the middle. Best 
Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

91 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2017 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Red Mountain). Aromas of dark roasted 

coffee bean, vanilla, sautéed herbs and dark choco-
late lead to a palate that shows more structure right 
now than fruit. It needs time to show its best but 
has it. Give it some time in the cellar. Best after 
2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

91 Cor Cellars 2019 McKinley Springs Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse Heaven Hills). 

This early release, low-alcohol Cabernet shows little 
overt new oak influence. The aromas boast notes of 
Satsuma orange, plum, cherry and cigar box, with 
reductive pencil eraser accents initially. There’s 
plenty of intensity and purity to the flavors. Give it 
a short decant and pair it with grilled flank steak to 
see it shine. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $36 

91 Fidelitas 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). This is 100% varietal with almost 

three-quarters of the fruit coming from Quintes-
sence and the rest from the winery’s estate vine-
yard. Aromas of vanilla, dark chocolate and barrel 
spice are followed by full feeling flavors that show 
midpalate density. Fruit and barrel play equal parts. 
There’s a lot to like out of the gate, but some time in 
the cellar will serve it well. Best after 2026. Cellar 
Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $50 

91 Fidelitas 2018 Estate Principium I The Begin-
ning Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). 

This 100% varietal is the winery’s inaugural offer-
ing from the first full harvest off its estate vineyard. 
Coffee aromas are out in front of spice, char and 
cherry. The chocolate, dried tobacco and cherry fla-
vors show a dexterity and sophistication from this 
often brawny appellation. Give it a few years in the 
cellar or decant. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $75 

91 Forgeron 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla 
Walla Valley). For full review see page 24. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $35 

91 Tamarack 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). For full review see page 27. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

91 Tierra Labrada 2018 Elevation Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). This 

wine comes from a new growing region by the North 
Fork of the Walla Walla River, at approximately 
1,400 feet above sea level—high by the valley’s stan-
dards. Aromas of black currant, coffee, tar, thistle 
and black cherry lead to flavors that have a reserved 
intensity. A lot of acidity and tannins sits behind it 
all. Give it a good five-plus years in the cellar. Best 
after 2026. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $95 

91 Truth Be Told 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

27. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

91 Underground Wine Project 2018 Devil’s Play-
ground Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Val-

ley). This is a project from Mark McNeilly (Mark 
Ryan Winery) and Trey Busch (Sleight of Hand). 
Brooding aromas of blackberry and barrel spice 
lead to well-balanced, opulent dark fruit and bar-
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rel flavors. It’s a guaranteed crowd-pleaser. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $32 

91 Walla Walla Vintners 2018 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Walla Walla Valley). Valley Cabernet 

at this price? Yes, please. The aromas are brood-
ing, with notes of cherry, dark coffee, chocolate, 
herbs and graphite, not fully settled in. The palate is 
outright delicious, with plentiful, textured, plump 
cherry flavors. Cocoa notes linger on the finish. The 
balance is impressive, as is the length. Best after 
2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

91 XOBC 2018 BC Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse 
Heaven Hills). The aromas are brooding, with 

notes of Satsuma orange, cherry, fresh herbs after 
a rain and a whiff of wet penny. There are plenty of 
good things happening on the palate, with its Sat-
suma and cherry notes. It’s not all in sync at pres-
ent, but the stuffing is there. Give it a bit of addi-
tional time in the bottle. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

90 Canvasback 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). This wine shows some reduc-

tion out of the gate. Behind that are notes of cassis, 
anise and herbs. The palate is flavorful with red and 
black fruit notes but has a reserved sensibility to 
it. There’s plenty of structure around it all. A warm 
finish caps it off. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $42 

90 Canvasback 2018 Grand Passage Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). The aromas 

bring notes of sautéed herbs, bay leaf, macerated 
black cherry, cassis, spice and licorice. There’s 
intensity to the dark fruit flavors, though the fruit 
seems a bit dried out at times. A warm finish caps 
it off. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $84 

90 Double Canyon 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas bring notes of 

scorched earth, sweet barrel spice, vanilla, graphite 
and dark cherry. Fruit and barrel play equal parts 
on the palate, both playing them well. The flavors 
are ripe, and the vintage’s acidity ties it all together. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

90 Kind Stranger 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Washington). The aromas pull you in, with 

notes of pure black fruit and herbs. The flavors are 
soft, velvety and seamless. Compelling freshness 
and balance up the interest. It’s delicious. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

90 Kirkland Signature 2019 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Columbia Valley). For full review see 

page 36. Best Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $9 

90 Lagana 2017 J & S Vineyards Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Walla Walla Valley). Aged in 50% 

new oak, this is a pleasantly low alcohol offering 
of the variety. Black currant aromas are out front, 
followed by notes of tar and herb. There are some 
lovely subtleties, with bright acidity backing it all 
up. It needs food to be fully appreciated, but there 
are a lot of rewards to be found. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $36 

90 Northstar 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla 
Walla Valley). Aromas of vanilla, cocoa, 

herbs, dried orange rind and coffee are followed by 
flavors that mix fruit and barrel in equal parts. The 
oak isn’t fully integrated at present. Give it some 
time in the cellar. Best after 2025. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

90 Northstar 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). Aromas of high cacao chocolate, 

spice, plum and red cherry are followed by silky, 
polished, elegant fruit flavors. It’s undeniable in its 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Pendulum 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). For full review see page 

31. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $18 

90 Watchful Maker 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas draw you in, 

with notes of fresh blackberry, black currant, leaf 
and herbs. The flavors are fresh and plump, while 
showing an elegant styling. Any oak is far in the 
background. Give it plenty of time to open up, and 
pair it with grilled flank steak. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 J. Bookwalter 2018 Chapter 10 Conner-Lee 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia 

Valley). This is all Cabernet Sauvignon, with just a 
splash of Syrah (5%). The aromas are distinctive, 
with notes of orange peel, cranberry, green pep-
per, dried thyme and dried red currant. The flavors 
are palate coating and rich, though the fruit seems 
alternately green and desiccated at times. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $120 

88 Longitude 120 West 2018 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Horse Heaven Hills). Aromas of spice, 

Danish pastry and cherry are followed by plump, 
velvety plum and coffee flavors. It wins on charm. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $29 

88 Owen Roe 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Yakima 
Valley). The aromas bring notes of smoke, 

black currant and plum. Deft, smoky flavors follow. 
There are good things happening, but the smoke 
influence gets in the way. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

88 Three Rivers 2018 Artz Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). Aromas of dried 

cherry, cigar box and sweet herbs are followed by 
dark fruit flavors. Dry tannic structure surrounds it 
all, causing some distraction. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

87 Cedar + Salmon 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Horse Heaven Hills). The aromas bring 

notes of medicine, smoke, orange oil, pine and 
cherry. Plump fruit flavors follow. It’s a bit of an 
uncomfortable mix. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Foundry Vineyards 2018 Estate Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). 

The aromas bring notes of savory herb, smoke and 
cherry. The palate offers plump feeling but light 
orange peel flavors. The fruit doesn’t seem to have 
fully ripened. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $50 

87 Foundry Vineyards 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). Savory herb, raspberry, 

tobacco and cranberry aromas lead to smooth feel-
ing cigar and tobacco flavors. Like many wines from 
this vintage, it’s about elegance, though the fruit 
doesn’t seem to have fully ripened here. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $43 

87 Washington Hills 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Washington). The aromas are fruitful, with 

notes of black currant and plum, along with accents 
of tar and smoke. The palate is direct in the appeal 
of its fleshy fruit flavors, straight down the fairway. 
Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.65% Price: $11 

86 Canoe Ridge 2018 Expedition Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Red Mountain). The aromas bring 

not entirely harmonious notes of coffee, cough 
syrup, medicine and cherry. The flavors are lighter 
than the aromas would suggest, painting around the 
edges initially before coming more fully through the 
middle. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

89 Charles & Charles 2018 Post No. 35 Red 
Blend Cabernet Sauvignon-Syrah (Columbia 

Valley). There’s a lot to like in this wine’s plum, tar, 
orange rind and raspberry aromas. The palate has 
a bright freshness, with enough tannic heft to give 
drinking pleasure over the next few years. It’s an 
enjoyable mouthful of a wine. Give it a short decant. 
Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $14 

CABERNET FRANC

92 Canvasback 2018 Ciel du Cheval Cabernet 
Franc (Red Mountain). Coming from one of 

the state’s most esteemed vineyards, the aromas are 
alluring, with notes of dried herbs, cedar, raspberry 
and cherry. The palate is all about sophistication, 
with fruit and barrel intertwining and the tannins 
combed to a fine sheen. It will have a long life ahead 
of it. Give it a few years in the bottle or decant. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $70 

92 Cor Cellars 2019 Alder Ridge Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Horse Heaven Hills). There’s 

no mistaking the variety, with its notes of flower, 
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braised green pepper, cherry and moist earth. Pure, 
sumptuous, mouthcoating fruit and green pepper 
flavors follow. It’s a complete dazzler, though the 
pyrazines might be a bit much for some tastes. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

92 Owen Roe 2018 Rosa Mystica Cabernet Franc 
(Yakima Valley). For full review see page 20. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Walla Walla Vintners 2018 Cabernet Franc 
(Columbia Valley). Savory herb, dark coffee, 

dark raspberry and bittersweet chocolate aromas 
lead to layered, textured fruit and barrel flavors. 
Coffee notes linger on the finish. The barrel plays a 
big part. It’s undeniable in its appeal, a classic Vint-
ner’s style wine. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

91 Woodward Canyon 2018 Estate Cabernet 
Franc (Walla Walla Valley). This is a rare 

example of varietal Cabernet Franc from this site, 
coming from vines planted in 1997 and 2001. Aro-
mas of tar, resin, green pepper, cherry, dark choco-
late and barrel spice lead to soft, elegant coffee and 
cherry flavors. It’s a pretty expression of the variety. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

90 Col Solare 2017 Component Collection 
Estate Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Red Moun-

tain). There’s a lot of enjoyment to be had in the 
cherry, spice and dried herb flavors. It has a pleasing 
sophistication. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

90 Isenhower 2018 Road Less Traveled Caber-
net Franc (Columbia Valley). This wine is 

100% varietal, with just over half of the fruit com-
ing from Wallula Vineyard in the Horse Heaven 
Hills and the rest from Dineen in the Rattlesnake 
Hills. Seeing just 30% new French oak, it has aro-
mas of raspberry and cherry Ludens cough drop, 
followed by flavors that bring seamlessness and 
intensity. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $38 

90 Spring Valley Vineyard 2017 Katherine Cork-
rum Cabernet Franc (Walla Walla Valley). 

This wine leans hard into the savory, with notes of 
green pepper and jalapeño in front of cherry and 
chocolate. The palate shows more of the same on 
the soft, well-balanced fruit flavors. It might be too 
green for some tastes, but it displays that side of the 
variety well. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

90 Tamarack 2018 Cabernet Franc (Columbia 
Valley). For full review see page 33. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

88 Lady Hill 2018 Cabernet Franc (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas bring notes of rasp-

berry, vanilla, smoke and green tea. Light, elegant, 

sumptuous flavors follow. It shows the variety’s 
most graceful side. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

88 Tertulia 2018 Elevation Estate Vineyard 
Cabernet Franc (Walla Walla Valley). Plenti-

ful aromas of dried plum, dark raspberry, tobacco, 
anise and pencil eraser lead to a fruitful palate in 
this 100% varietal. A light grip of grainy tannins 
provides support. The fruit seems a bit desiccated. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

87 Catman 2018 Cabernet Franc (Columbia Val-
ley). The aromas are unique, with notes 

of fresh herbs, orange zest, sea salt and mesquite 
smoke, leaning hard into the savory. The flavors are 
soft, plump and elegant. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

87 Fons Amoris 2017 Red Willow Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Columbia Valley). High-toned 

aromas of cocoa, herbs, tar, flowers and cedar lead 
to fleshy flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $NA 

MERLOT

92 Abeja 2018 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
Reserved raspberry, black currant and 

mocha aromas are followed by seamless red and 
black fruit flavors. It offers as lot of direct appeal 
but with plenty of complexity beyond that. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Foundry Vineyards 2016 Merlot (Walla Walla 
Valley). This 100% varietal wine from Stone-

marker Vineyard has everything there is to love 
about valley Merlot, with its aromas of dark roasted 
coffee bean, cherry, herbs and chocolate. The flavors 
are bold and sumptuous, bringing richness, texture 
and structure. Enjoy in the near term. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

91 Leonetti Cellar 2019 Merlot (Walla Walla Val-
ley). The aromas offer immediate appeal, with 

notes of black raspberry, earth, coffee and spice. The 
palate boasts smooth, velvety flavors, with pleasing 
structure behind them. It shows a lot of elegance. 
Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Northstar 2017 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
Aromas of dark roasted coffee bean, bitter-

sweet chocolate, dark plum and spice are followed 
by rich, layered coffee and cherry flavors with a 
lightly creamy feel. It will have a long life ahead of 
it. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $41 

91 Northstar 2017 Premier Merlot (Columbia Val-
ley). This Merlot-focused winery’s top-end 

offering is designed for long-term aging. The aromas 
pull you into the glass, with notes of coffee, choco-

late and raspberry. The raspberry and chocolate 
flavors are limber and show plenty of length. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $85 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2014 Ethos Reserve 
Merlot (Columbia Valley). This warm vin-

tage wine is almost seven years in and is in full 
bloom. Aromas of dried dark fruit and plentiful 
barrel spices are followed by rich, ripe, velvety 
hedonistic flavors. It mixes fruit and barrel in equal 
parts. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 L’Ecole No. 41 2018 Merlot (Columbia Val-
ley). Ferguson, Seven Hills and Pepper 

Bridge fruit makes up 60% of this wine, with the 
balance from Candy Mountain, Dionysus, and Klip-
sun. The aromas aren’t very giving out of the gate, 
opening to show notes of cocoa, raspberry and 
cherry. There’s plenty of goodness to be found on 
the palate, which shows finesse, appeal and boun-
tiful structure behind it all. It will have a long life 
ahead of it. As always with L’Ecole, quality and 
value are at the fore. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Nine Hats 2016 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
Barrel aromas dominate initially, with 

notes of dark roasted coffee bean, spice and choco-
late. The palate brings creaminess, richness and 
polish, with a warm finish capping it off. It’s some 
high pedigree, well-cared-for fruit to find at this 
price. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $25 

90 Tierra Labrada 2018 Elevation Estate Vine-
yard Merlot (Walla Walla Valley). Coming 

from the North Fork region of the valley, the aro-
mas offer notes of char, dark roasted coffee bean 
and spice, with the barrel influence in the lead. The 
palate shows the same, with a grainy feel to the tan-
nins. Raspberry notes poke out on the finish. Right 
now the barrel steals the show. Give it some time in 
the cellar for the fruit to emerge. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

89 Walla Walla Vintners 2018 Merlot (Walla 
Walla Valley). Aromas of whole green pep-

per, cherry, coffee and vanilla are followed by a pal-
ate that mixes equal parts fruit and barrel. Coffee 
notes linger on the finish. It’s a pretty expression 
of the variety, displaying elegance along with the 
creamy feel this producer is known for. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

89 Waterbrook 2018 Icon Estate Merlot (Walla 
Walla Valley). This 100% Merlot offers aro-

mas of fresh raspberry, herb and spice, followed by 
whiffs of green pepper and medicine that grow over 
time. Ripe red fruit and chocolate flavors follow, 
with a slightly pasty feel. —S.S. 
abv: 14.78% Price: $45 

88 Eight Bells 2017 Red Willow Vineyard Mer-
lot (Yakima Valley). This is a 100% vari-

etal coming from 1990 plantings. Aromas of pencil 
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eraser, raspberry and cherry lead to flavors that 
show a lot of elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

88 Fidelitas 2018 Quintessence Vineyard Merlot 
(Red Mountain). The aromas are unusual 

for the appellation, with brooding notes of asphalt, 
spice and whiffs of Satsuma orange. The flavors 
offer notes of black and green tea, with the tannins 
bringing some grit. Tasted twice with consistent 
notes. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 

88 Waterbrook 2018 Reserve Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas offer notes of cocoa, 

licorice, dried dark raspberry, menthol, medicine 
and sweet barrel spice. Plump flavors follow, paint-
ing around the edges. —S.S. 
abv: 14.35% Price: $23 

87 Canoe Ridge 2019 Expedition Merlot (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Aromas of mocha, green gar-

den herb and red fruit are followed by light, slightly 
green seeming flavors with grainy tannins. The fruit 
doesn’t appear to have fully ripened. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2018 Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas are reserved, with notes 

of mocha, ember and cherry. The flavors are plump 
around the edges, lighter in the middle. Flower 
notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Waterbrook 2019 Merlot (Columbia Valley). 
Green pepper, black cherry, menthol and 

mocha aromas lead to plum flavors with tacky tan-
nins. The variety is hard to place. —S.S. 
abv: 13.93% Price: $15 

83 Washington Hills 2018 Merlot (Washington). 
Fresh and fruitful aromas of plum, red cur-

rant, herb and green pepper lead to tinny, light fruit 
flavors. The variety is very hard to place. —S.S. 
abv: 13.79% Price: $11 

MALBEC

91 Col Solare 2017 Component Collection Estate 
Vineyard Malbec (Red Mountain). Varietal 

Malbec is a relative rarity in this appellation, and 
this one is a beauty. Aromas of plum, orange and 
herb lead to soft, fleshy flavors. It’s everything there 
is to love about the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

91 Eight Bells 2018 Red Willow Vineyard Malbec 
(Yakima Valley). The aromas in this Malbec, 

blended with 25% Cabernet Franc, are bright, with 
notes of black pepper, plum, herb and a kiss of cin-
namon. The plum tones are plump, pure and flavor-
ful, with a pleasing lick of acidity. It’s a textbook 
example of the variety. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

91 Tierra Labrada 2018 Elevation Estate Vine-
yard Malbec (Walla Walla Valley). The grapes 

come from a higher elevation planting in the North 
Fork region, and the aromas are effusive, with notes 
of orange zest, cigar box, dark roasted coffee, rhu-
barb and bittersweet chocolate. Broad cranberry 
and cherry flavors follow. There’s a lot of tannin and 
acidity structure behind it all. The variety seems 
hard to place, but it’s interesting, though more so 
than hedonistically successful. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

90 Lagana 2018 Eritage Vineyard Malbec (Walla 
Walla Valley). Coming from a new vineyard 

site north of downtown, this wine all comes from 
Block 2 and was aged in 20% new oak. It starts out 
a bit reductive, with notes of tar in front of spice 
and herb. There’s a pleasing briskness to the fruit 
flavors, despite the higher listed alcohol. It has a 
puckering finish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $38 

90 Waterbrook 2019 Malbec (Columbia Valley). 
This wine announces itself as Malbec. Aro-

mas of whole orange, plum and spice are followed by 
plush, elegant purple fruit flavors that show pleas-
ing balance and finish well. It’s a textbook example 
of the variety at a great price. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.44% Price: $15 

89 Fortuity 2018 Malbec (Yakima Valley). This 
wine is 100% varietal coming from Verhey 

Vineyard. Aromas of exotic barrel spices, tar, plum 
and chocolate are followed by soft, plush plum, cof-
fee and chocolate flavors, with dried fruit accents. 
It’s well done, though the fruit seems a bit dried 
out. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $38 

88 Canoe Ridge 2018 Summit Series Malbec 
(Horse Heaven Hills). The aromas display 

notes of tar, exotic barrel spice and purple fruit. 
Plump but elegant flavors follow. The intensity 
seems surprisingly reserved for the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.32% Price: $38 

88 Dusted Valley 2017 Southwind Vineyard Mal-
bec (Walla Walla Valley). This wine is quite 

reductive out of the gate, with notes of seaweed 
followed by baked fruit. The palate offers lighter 
styled, center-focused tangerine flavors that trail 
toward the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Waterbrook 2018 Reserve Malbec (Columbia 
Valley). Aromas of dark plum, medicine, 

green herb and whole orange lead to fleshy, front-
loaded flavors. Coffee notes linger on the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.16% Price: $23 

87 Canoe Ridge 2019 Expedition Malbec (Horse 
Heaven Hills). The aromas pop, with notes 

of orange and tangerine essence, flower and plum. 
Plump feeling but light in intensity blue fruit flavors 
follow. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $16 

87 Elsom 2017 Malbec (Horse Heaven Hills). The 
aromas are effusive, with notes of cherry 

Jolly Rancher, spice, vanilla and flower. Plump fruit 
and barrel flavors follow. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

87 Nine Hats 2016 Malbec (Columbia Valley). 
The aromas bring notes of soil, herb, plum 

and clay. The flavors are silky, sumptuous and cen-
ter focused. It comes off as somewhat overripe and 
hot. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

87 Three Rivers 2018 Summit View Vineyard 
Malbec (Walla Walla Valley). Fruit for this 

wine comes from a vineyard at the top of the SeVein 
project. Aromas of butterscotch, char, green herb 
and plum are followed by blue and purple fruit fla-
vors. The tannins bring considerable astringency 
along with some bitterness on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

SYRAH

92 Amavi 2018 Les Collines Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). Coming from one of 

the valley’s top sites, the aromas are brooding, with 
notes of herbs, violet, coffee, dark cherry and spice. 
Full-bodied flavors follow, showing depth, texture 
and layering. The vineyard isn’t as immediately 
apparent as it typically is, though the wine’s appeal 
is impossible to ignore. It will have a long life ahead 
of it. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Eight Bells 2017 Eight Clones Red Willow 
Vineyard Syrah (Yakima Valley). One sniff 

and the vineyard is unmistakable. Aged in mostly 
neutral puncheon, it brings aromas of scorched 
earth, roasted coffee bean, dark plum, raspberry 
and toasted marshmallow. While the aromas might 
indicate a richer wine, the palate shows the sleeker 
style of the vintage. It captures the site, variety and 
vintage exquisitely. What more could one ask for? 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $38 

92 Tenet 2018 The Pundit Syrah (Columbia Val-
ley). This wine is a partnership between 

Chateau Ste. Michelle and famed French producer 
Michel Gassier and consultant Philippe Cambie. 
The aromas are expressive, with notes of huckle-
berry, flower and earth. Palate-staining flavors fol-
low, showing richness, depth and, most of all, bal-
ance and texture. It’s outright delicious, a mouthful 
of a wine and a big-time value. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 XOBC 2018 Catherine Syrah (Walla Walla Val-
ley). Hailing from the Rocks District, this 

wine from singer Brandi Carlile brings aromas of 
wet rock, funk, blue fruit, dried orange rind, black 
olive and sea breeze. Soft, plentiful savory flavors 
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follow. It’s rich but still brings plenty of sophistica-
tion. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

91 Amavi 2018 Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). This 
wine is a mixture of 32% Stone Valley, 25% 

Les Collines, 23% Seven Hills, 13% Summit View 
and 7% Pepper Bridge fruit. Expressive aromas of 
blueberry, huckleberry, coffee, smoked meat and 
herbs lead to full-feeling blue fruit flavors. It’s out-
right delicious. Give it some time in the cellar to see 
it at its best. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

91 Col Solare 2017 Component Collection Estate 
Vineyard Syrah (Red Mountain). The aromas 

are brooding, with notes of dark roasted coffee bean, 
high cacao chocolate, spice, scorched earth, blue 
fruit and black cherry. Rich, ripe but well-balanced 
dark fruit and barrel flavors follow, with a silky tex-
ture. It’s a lovely representation of this variety and 
appellation. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

91 Dunham 2018 Syrah (Columbia Valley). Aro-
mas of blueberry, roasted coffee bean, dark 

chocolate and sweet baking spice are followed by 
plump, saturated fruit and barrel flavors. It has a 
pleasing yum factor, with the oak playing a big part 
in the show. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

91 XOBC 2017 Catherine Syrah (Walla Walla Val-
ley). The aromas pop, with notes of granite, 

black olive tapenade and Stargazer lily, leaning hard 
into the savory. The palate is lush, flavorful and 
rich, with plenty of hang time on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

90 Category 5 2018 Sugarloaf Vineyard Syrah 
(Rattlesnake Hills). Sugarloaf is an up-and-

coming vineyard in this appellation. The aromas 
bring notes of dark cherry, black licorice, cranberry 
and plentiful barrel spices. The flavors are rich and 
ripe but bring a tart, puckering, cranberry finish. 
It’s an interesting mix. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $36 

90 Dusted Valley 2018 Tall Tales Syrah Stoney 
Vine Vineyard Estate Syrah (Walla Walla Val-

ley). This wine is funky out of the gate, with notes of 
asphalt, mesquite, black olive and crushed flowers. 
The palate is elegant, with abundant floral flavors. 
There’s a pleasing sleekness to it. Drink now. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $62 

90 Tertulia 2018 Reserve Estate Syrah (Walla 
Walla Valley). Half of the fruit for this wine 

comes from Riviere Galets and the other from Whis-
tling Hills. Coffee aromas are out front, followed by 
notes of plum and herb. The palate shows a lot of 
grace and polish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

89 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2019 Syrah (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas offer notes of roasted 

coffee, smoked meat, scorched earth and blueberry. 

The palate is lighter in style. It doesn’t deliver fully 
on the aroma’s promise but still has plenty of good 
things going on. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Fortuity 2018 DuBrul Vineyard Syrah 
(Yakima Valley). Grapes come from one 

of the state’s most esteemed vineyards Aromas of 
baking spice, vanilla and black fruit are followed by 
ripe, full-bodied flavors. Fruit and barrel intermin-
gle on the palate, with the oak getting in the way at 
times. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

89 J. Bookwalter 2019 Antagonist Book Club 
Select Elephant Mountain Vineyard Syrah 

(Yakima Valley). This wine draws you into the glass, 
with its aromas of plum and freshly mortared herbs. 
The palate is elegant, with plump, primary fruit, 
pulling up on the finish. It’s a pretty wine. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

89 Kerloo 2019 Rock Garden Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). Coming from a vine-

yard in the Rocks District, the aromas are perfumed, 
initially dominated by notes of potpourri and Star-
gazer lily followed by orange rind, firepit, plum and 
fresh asparagus. The flavors are light and show a lot 
of delicacy. It’s a bit one-note at present but starts 
hitting others over time. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $57 

89 Owen Roe 2019 Ex Umbris Syrah (Columbia 
Valley). Cranberry, raspberry, orange peel, 

coffee and smoke aromas are followed by velvety 
soft, plump yet still limber plum flavors. Coffee 
notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $21 

89 Two Vintners 2018 Some Days are Diamonds 
Discovery Vineyard Syrah (Horse Heaven 

Hills). The aromas offer notes of roasted coffee bean, 
Satsuma orange, plum and sage, showing some 
reduction out of the gate. The flavors are light and 
elegant. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

88 Sightglass 2018 Ancient Stones Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). All of the fruit 

for this new addition to the lineup comes from 
Ancient Stones Vineyard in the Rocks District. Bar-
rel aromas of char and coffee are followed by notes 
of asparagus, orange spritz and herbs. Silky fruit 
and barrel flavors. The oak gets in front of the vine-
yard. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

88 Waterbrook 2019 Syrah (Columbia Valley). 
This is straight down the fairway Syrah, 

with jammy flavors of black cherry and spice. 
There’s a plushness to the fruit and barrel flavors 
that please. —S.S. 
abv: 14.18% Price: $15 

87 Foundry Vineyards 2018 Syrah (Columbia Val-
ley). This is a rare wine for the state that is 

certified organic. The aromas bring notes of bacon 

fat, mesquite smoke, medicine, berry and charred 
wood, with the sleeker-styled palate showing more 
of the same. It seems to show a fair amount of 
smoke influence. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $36 

87 Tertulia 2018 Whistling Hills Estate Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). The aromas and 

flavors are reserved, with notes of plum, spice, wet 
penny and herbs. There’s some tartness to it, which 
is pleasant, but the oak seems to intrude at times in 
the feel and flavor. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

87 Three Rivers 2018 Pepper Bridge Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). Black cherry, 

herb, dried orange rind, medicine and tire rubber 
aromas are followed by plush, high-octane fruit fla-
vors. Aggressive tannins back it up. It’s all an odd 
mix. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $42 

GRENACHE

91 Grosgrain 2019 Red Heaven Vineyard Gre-
nache (Red Mountain). This producer focuses 

on picking early, using minimal oak and releas-
ing shortly after bottling. Fermented 15% whole 
cluster, it has aromas of raspberry gummy, plum 
and herbs leading to light, pure red fruit flavors. It 
shows a lot of elegance. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $36 

91 XOBC 2018 Elijah Grenache (Walla Walla Val-
ley). This wine from music star Brandi Car-

lile is all Rocks District fruit, vinified by Sean Boyd 
(Rôtie Cellars). The aromas dazzle, with notes of 
peat, Satsuma orange rind, flowers, granite, peat, 
cigar box and strawberry. It’s has a transparent, 
juicy style, reminiscent of a Pinot Noir. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

91 XOBC 2017 Elijah Grenache (Walla Walla Val-
ley). A wine from singer Brandi Carlile made 

by Sean Boyd (Rôtie Cellars), the aromas draw you 
into the glass, with notes of mountain strawberry, 
crushed granite, Satsuma orange and flowers. The 
palate is graceful, with plump, lightly smoky citrus 
flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

87 Convergence Zone 2018 Mistral Grenache 
(Red Mountain). Herb, quite ripe raspberry 

and mushroom aromas are out front, followed by 
notes of cherry and spice, all not entirely in har-
mony. High-octane flavors follow, showing warmth 
on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $33 

87 Elsom 2019 Upland Vineyard Grenache 
(Snipes Mountain). The aromas offer notes 

of Mandarin orange essence, tar and fresh thyme. 
Elegant flavors follow. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $46 
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87 Isenhower 2018 Rara Avis Olsen Ranch Vine-
yard Grenache (Yakima Valley). Aromas of 

dust, orange, raspberry and dried flowers are fol-
lowed by elegant flavors, with a lightly creamy feel. 
Tasted twice with consistent notes. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $38 

87 Tertulia 2018 Rivière Galets Estate Vine-
yard Grenache (Walla Walla Valley). This is 

all Rocks District fruit. Dried tobacco, raspberry, 
cherry and tangerine aromas are followed by soft, 
lightly styled fruit flavors. It’s a mixture of slightly 
overripe and underripe. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $35 

RED BLENDS

96 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Reserve (Walla Walla 
Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 

three-quarters of the wine, with the rest equal 
parts Malbec and Petit Verdot. With fruit coming 
from Holy Roller, Mill Creek Upland and Loess, 
this wine is, as always, about the future. The aro-
mas are expressive, with notes of cassis, scorched 
earth, date, anise and spice. It’s a big, rich mouth-
ful of a wine, showing density and layering, but also 
remarkable fleetness of foot. It’s full of class. Best 
after 2032 with a very long life after that. Cellar 
Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $150 

95 Figgins 2018 Estate (Walla Walla Valley). 
Aromas of macerated cherry, coffee, flower, 

licorice and date lead to cherry, cranberry and rasp-
berry flavors that give a full impression on the pal-
ate. There’s plenty of precision and detail to be had, 
so much acidity and a (quite) firm tannic structure. 
A big, burly, beautiful wine, it will last and drink 
well as long as you care to keep it. Don’t go near it 
now. Best after 2032. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $85 

94 DeLille 2018 Harrison Hill 25th Vintage 
(Snipes Mountain). Harrison Hill is always 

about class ahead of brawn, and this wine brings 
the former in abundance. It’s principally Cabernet 
Sauvignon (61%) and Merlot (26%) along with a 
healthy dollop of Cabernet Franc, and its aromas 
draw you in, with notes of cocoa, coffee, savory 
herb, black cherry and plentiful barrel spices. The 
palate is flavorful yet sophisticated, with fruit and 
barrel playing well off each other. The balance is 
beautiful as is the long finish. It’s a gorgeous expres-
sion of this treasured old vine site that is beautiful 
out of the gate but only gets better with time open. 
Drink after 2025. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $105 

94 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Holy Roller (Walla Walla 
Valley). Coming from the winery’s plant-

ings in the Rocks District, this wine is 83% Cab-
ernet and 17% Sangiovese. The aromas are redolent 
with notes of dark fruit, dried herbs, moist earth, 
flowers, cocoa and spice. The black fruit flavors are 
dense and supple, displaying impressive intensity 
and more structure than is often associated with 

this region. The finish shows exceptionally long 
hang time. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $138 

94 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Loess (Walla Walla Val-
ley). Though not labeled as such, this is 

100% Cabernet Sauvignon. Alluring aromas of milk 
chocolate, raspberry, wheat, savory herb and spice 
are followed by rich flavors surrounded by dense, 
tightly wound, chewy tannins. It’s a big, burly beast 
of a wine right now, requiring plenty of time in the 
cellar to tame it. The rewards, however, will be 
plentiful. Best 2032–2040. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $138 

93 Betz Family 2018 Clos de Betz (Columbia Val-
ley). This is a blend of 55% Merlot, 30% 

Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% Petit Verdot. The aro-
mas are brooding, with notes of tobacco leaf, cocoa, 
flowers, cedar, bay leaf and sautéed herbs. The pal-
ate shows refinement, sophistication and polish. 
This is far more about brains than brawn. A long 
finish caps it off. The intensity at this alcohol level 
is impressive and the balance spot-on. It will offer 
drinking pleasure for many years to come. Best after 
2028. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

93 Figgins 2018 Figlia (Walla Walla Valley). 
Fruit-forward aromas of plum, cherry, 

smoke, black licorice, graphite and cedar are fol-
lowed by tart cranberry fruit flavors and firm tan-
nins. Orange rind and cherry notes persist on the 
finish. It’s all about structure right now. But the 
fruit underneath that structure is swoonworthy. 
Best after 2026. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

93 Passing Time 2018 Red Wine (Columbia Val-
ley). Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 55% of 

this wine, with fruit coming from esteemed Cham-
poux, Seven Hills, Klipsun, Wallula and Red Moun-
tain vineyards. The rest is Klipsun and Seven Hills 
Merlot (10% each) along with equal parts Cham-
poux Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc. The aromas 
offer notes of coffee, gravel, tar, cherry and smoke. 
The flavors have a sneaky intensity that only ramps 
up over time. The balance impresses, as does the 
length. It wins on both brains and brawn and will 
have a long life ahead of it. Drink after 2026. Cellar 
Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

92 Col Solare 2017 Collector’s Society (Red 
Mountain). Merlot (57%) and Cabernet 

Sauvignon (36%) comprise the heart of this wine, 
which is finished off with Cabernet Franc. Brood-
ing aromas of cocoa, tea leaves, dark chocolate and 
cherry are followed by dense, structured fruit fla-
vors. Give it time in the cellar to come into its own. 
It will have a long life ahead of it. Best after 2025. 
Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

92 Cor Cellars 2019 Momentum (Horse Heaven 
Hills). Fruit for this wine comes from Alder 

Ridge and McKinley Springs. The aromas explode 

from the glass, with notes of fresh plum, black cur-
rant and dried herbs. Piercingly pure fruit flavors 
coat the palate, showing an exquisite mouthfeel. 
The balance impresses. It’s flat-out delicious and 
an outrageous value to boot. It also appears to be 
nearly immortal. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $22 

92 Grosgrain 2019 Petit Grosgrain (Columbia 
Valley). For full review see page 18. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $24 

92 J. Bookwalter 2018 Volume Eight Dionysus 
Vineyard (Columbia Valley). This is all Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, coming from one of the state’s 
oldest vineyards. The aromas bring notes of mari-
onberry, plum and a sprinkling of assorted herbs. 
The palate is loaded with oodles of primary fruit. It 
shows a lot of baby fat now, but has plenty of stuff-
ing beneath that. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $120 

92 Kevin White 2019 Red Wine (Yakima Valley). 
This is half Syrah with the rest Grenache 

and Mourvèdre, all from top vineyards. The aro-
mas of this blend intrigue in notes of coffee, black 
pepper, soil, orange peel and bacon fat. The flavors 
are silky and sophisticated, deft but with a sneaky 
intensity. It shows lovely balance and mouthwater-
ing acidity, lingering on the long finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 Northstar 2017 Red (Walla Walla Valley). 
This is a blend of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Cabernet Franc, with all the fruit coming 
from Anna Marie Vineyard. The aromas offer notes 
of plum, roasted coffee bean and spice. Creamy feel-
ing fruit and barrel flavors follow. There’s a pleasing 
yum factor to it all. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

92 Owen Roe 2018 Red (Yakima Valley). For full 
review see page 20. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

92 Sin Banderas 2018 Red (Yakima Valley). 
This wine is two-thirds Syrah and one-

third Mourvèdre. The aromas and flavors are lively, 
with notes of raspberry, cranberry, black pepper, 
coffee, cedar and dried herbs. It brings a pleas-
ing, lip-smacking tartness and a lovely mouthfeel. 
The length and balance kick it up a notch. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $36 

92 Woodward Canyon 2018 Estate Reserve 
(Walla Walla Valley). The wine comes from 

the winery’s vineyard, which saw its initial plant-
ings in 1977. The aromas offer notes of black cur-
rant, herbs, black licorice and plentiful barrel 
spices. Deep, dark cassis flavors follow. It shows a 
lot of polish and class. Like with most Woodward 
wines, time in the cellar will serve it well, and it has 
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the stuffing to go the distance. Best after 2025. Cel-
lar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $89 

91 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2016 Impetus Red 
Wine (Columbia Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon 

makes up 54% of this wine, with the rest Malbec 
(27%) and Syrah (19%). The aromas are a touch 
reductive out of the gate, with notes of tar in front 
of black cherry, green tea, date, vanilla, herbs and 
earth. Nougat, plum and quite ripe cherry flavors 
follow, with a lightly creamy feel. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $125 

91 Dunham 2018 Trutina (Columbia Valley). For 
full review see page 24. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $29 

91 Dusted Valley 2017 BFM Dionysus Vineyard 
(Columbia Valley). Merlot makes up 84% of 

this wine, with the rest Cabernet Sauvignon (14%) 
and a pinch of Petit Verdot (2%). The aromas boast 
notes of green pepper, dark chocolate, coffee, toast 
and cherry. The palate is tightly structured, with 
firm tannins that need time to show their best. 
Drink after 2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 Eight Bells 2018 Southern Voyage (Yakima 
Valley). The inaugural vintage of this wine 

is a blend of two of the most esteemed vineyards 
in Yakima Valley: Red Willow and Boushey; it’s 
made of 39% Grenache, 17% Cinsault, 14% Syrah, 
13% Counoise, 13% Marsanne and 4% Mourvèdre. 
Aromas of raspberry, strawberry and herbs lead to 
plump, delicate graceful red fruit flavors. It’s a very 
pretty expression of the valley and vintage. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

91 Forgeron 2018 Anvil Minnick Hills Vineyard 
The Minnick Proprietary Blend (Walla Walla 

Valley). Raspberry cordial aromas are out front, fol-
lowed by notes of herbs, anise and spice. The pal-
ate displays grace and polish. One wants a bit more 
structure to hang the fruit on, though that fruit is 
lovely. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $65 

91 Fortuity 2018 The Fifty Fifty (Yakima Valley). 
As the name suggests, this is an equal split of 

two varieties—Malbec and Syrah—and it brings the 
best of both. The aromas are hard to tease out ini-
tially, broadening to reveal notes of spice and dark 
fruit. The chocolate and plum flavors bring a creamy 
feel and plenty of layering that ups the interest. It’s 
outright delicious. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $28 

91 J. Bookwalter 2018 Conflict (Columbia Valley). 
Merlot comprises 60% of this wine, with 

35% Cabernet Sauvignon and the rest Petit Verdot 
(5%). The aromas boast notes of orange, raspberry, 
plum, coffee and sweet herbs. The flavors are plush, 
showing freshness and lift. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

91 Kerloo 2019 The Queen Grenache-Mourvèdre 
(Yakima Valley). All the fruit from this 50-50 

wine comes from Lonesome Springs Ranch. The 
aromas aren’t ready to reveal themselves, with the 
black pepper, stem, smoked meat, orange peel and 
fresh herb notes taking time to tease out. There’s 
plenty of intensity to the fruit and savory flavors 
but also a lot of elegance and expression. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $57 

91 L’Ecole No. 41 2019 Frenchtown (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas aren’t fully ready to 

reveal their charms, with notes of spice, plum and 
cherry. The flavors are plump, ripe, and show pleas-
ing purity and depth, with the mouthfeel upping 
the appeal. It’s a lot of wine for the money. Give it a 
short decant. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

91 Owen Roe 2019 Sinister Hand (Columbia Val-
ley). For full review see page 26. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Sightglass 2018 Syrah-Grenache (Columbia 
Valley). This wine is three-quarters Syrah 

from Ranch at the End of the Road (Red Mountain) 
and one-quarter Grenache from Stillwater Creek 
(Royal Slope). Coffee, char, flower and cherry aro-
mas lead to silky fruit and oak flavors. Fruit and 
barrel both play large parts in the show, with the 
latter occasionally stealing it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

91 Spring Valley Vineyard 2017 Estate Grown 
Frederick (Walla Walla Valley). Graphite, 

blackberry, spice and herb aromas lead to ripe, lus-
cious, juicy fruit flavors. There’s a lot of intensity 
and plenty of structure around it all. It’s a can’t-
miss crowd-pleaser, with a good life in front of it. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Upchurch 2018 Counterpart Red Wine (Red 
Mountain). This is a blend of 65% Merlot and 

35% Cabernet Sauvignon, with all the fruit coming 
from the winery’s estate vineyard. The aromas and 
flavors start out reduced, but what’s underneath 
that is compelling, with notes of raspberry, dried 
herbs, dried cherry and spice, with red fruit driving 
it. The palate shows layered ripe, rich fruit flavors. 
There’s a frank deliciousness to it all, though the 
warmth of the appellation shows at times. Best after 
2024. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

90 Convergence Zone 2017 Storm Front 
(Columbia Valley). Merlot makes up 44% 

of this hyper-appealing wine, Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Petit Verdot 22% each and the rest Malbec. The 
aromas offer notes of raspberry, soil and chocolate, 
and the flavors are plump and delicious. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $29 

90 Pendulum 2019 Red Wine (Columbia Val-
ley). For full review see page 32. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.55% Price: $18 

90 Thick Skinned 2017 Red (Washington). 
This is 56.5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33.8% 

Malbec and 9.7% Petit Verdot. Brooding aromas of 
dark fruit, blackberry, cherry and tar are followed 
by surprisingly lighter styled fruit flavors. There’s 
plenty of acidity and tannin structure there. Time 
will serve it well. Best after 2025. Cellar Selection. 
—S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

89 Ad Lucem 2018 Elaina (Columbia Valley). 
Coffee, cherry, bacon fat, raspberry and 

dried herb aromas lead to somewhat lighter styled 
flavors. The concentration waxes and wanes on an 
otherwise interesting wine. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $25 

89 Convergence Zone 2017 Squall Line (Colum-
bia Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon comprises 

58% of this wine, with Petit Verdot a healthy 29%, 
Malbec 12% and a pinch of Merlot. The aromas 
lead with barrel notes of sweet spice and chocolate 
followed by herbs. There’s a pleasing polish to the 
cherry flavors that dip slightly in the middle. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $35 

89 Eight Bells 2017 Old Salt Red Willow Vine-
yard (Yakima Valley). Super Tuscans are 

relatively unexplored terrain in Washington. This 
blend of two-thirds Sangiovese and one-third Cab-
ernet Sauvignon is a bit reductive out of the gate, 
with notes of nori and tire rubber in front of cherry, 
plum, coffee and spice. It’s deft and brings the best 
of both varieties. If the reduction improves, it’ll 
move up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Convergence Zone 2018 Virga (Columbia 
Valley). Mourvèdre makes up 48% of this 

wine, Syrah 36%, and the rest Grenache. The aro-
mas offer notes of tar, coffee, black pepper and 
spice, with the fruit seeming subdued. The flavors 
are light, sleek and graceful in style, with the oak 
prominent. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

88 Fidelitas 2018 Optu (Red Mountain). This 
wine is two-thirds Cabernet Sauvignon, 

20% Merlot, 7% Petit Verdot and 6% Cabernet 
Franc. With most of the fruit coming from Fidelitas 
Estate and the rest from The Canyons and Quintes-
sence, the aromas bring notes of dried tobacco, char, 
cherry, flowers and chocolate. The palate is soft, fla-
vorful and reserved, with plenty of tannins behind 
it. Tasted twice with consistent notes. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

88 Isenhower 2018 Rhapsody in Red (Columbia 
Valley). This is 40% Wallula Merlot, along 

with 27% Olsen Cabernet Sauvignon, and 17% Dio-
nysus Petit Verdot, with the rest Wallula Cab Sauv 
and Franc. The aromas are high register, with notes 
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of raspberry and cherry. There’s a lovely intensity 
and purity to the palate, with the oak pulled back. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

88 Isenhower 2018 Wild Thyme Wallula Vine-
yard (Horse Heaven Hills). Merlot (54%) 

and Cabernet Sauvignon (29%) make up most of 
this wine, with the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit 
Verdot. With fruit coming from a highly regarded 
vineyard, the aromas bring notes of orange rind, 
red plum, baking spice and herbs. The palate is well 
constructed and light in the middle. There’s fresh-
ness to it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

88 J. Bookwalter 2020 Scarlet HexFlame 
(Columbia Valley). Pale pink in color, this 

wine is an unusual blend of 80% Malbec and 20% 
Cabernet Sauvignon. The aromas bring notes of 
cherry Jolly Rancher and watermelon. The palate is 
dry, almost austere in style, with a blast of acidity. 
It hasn’t all come together but has some interesting 
parts. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

88 Kind Stranger 2018 Alter (Washington). 
This is a blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

28% Malbec and 12% Grenache. The aromas have 
a not fully harmonious mix of tar, herbs, blue fruit 
and orange oil. The flavors are light and fresh. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $17 

88 Tamarack 2018 Firehouse Red (Columbia 
Valley). This lightly aromatic wine is all 

about the broad feel cranberry, coffee and cherry 
flavors along with the spice accents. It’s direct in its 
reserved appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $19 

88 Tertulia 2018 Estate G-S-M (Walla Walla 
Valley). Grenache makes up half this wine, 

with Syrah 47% along with a pinch of Mourvèdre. It 
still seems to be in its shell, with aromas of coffee, 
raspberry, orange peel, plum and spice. The flavors 
are light and delicate. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

88 Tertulia 2018 Great Schism, Riviere Galets 
Estate Vineyard (Walla Walla Valley). Gre-

nache makes up 65% of this wine, Syrah 30% 
and the rest Mourvèdre. Spice, raspberry compote, 
cherry, plum and licorice aromas are followed by 
flavors that are considerably more reserved than 
the aromas might suggest. There’s a pleasing grace 
to it, but the aromas and flavors seem disconnected. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

88 Three Rivers 2018 Malbec-Merlot (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas of this 50-50 blend 

bring very varietal Malbec notes of orange oil, tar, 
herbs and plum. Purple fruit flavors that bring 
freshness follow, with the tannins bunched up. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $38 

88 Woodward Canyon 2018 Estate G-S-M 
(Walla Walla Valley). Woodward’s estate 

vineyard is off by itself in the valley, making this 
a rare opportunity to examine how these variet-
ies express themselves there from this Bordeaux-
focused producer. The aromas are reserved, with 
notes of raspberry, cherry and barrel spice. Coffee 
and cherry flavors follow. The oak gets in the way 
at times. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $59 

87 Clearwater Canyon 2017 Coco’s Reserve Sel-
way (Washington). This is an unusual blend 

driven by 45% Carmenère and 28% Petite Sirah, 
with the rest Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot 
and Merlot. The aromas announce notes of dill, 
vanilla and baking spice, with the oak prominent. 
Creamy feeling vanilla flavors follow. The oak nearly 
completely steals the show, but there is good fruit 
underneath it. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

87 Three Rivers 2018 Svelte (Columbia Valley). 
This is 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Mal-

bec, 10% Merlot and 10% Petit Verdot. Aromas of 
barrel spice, black licorice, smoke and tar lead to 
plum and cherry flavors with concentration that 
wavers in the middle. The tannins are dry, aggres-
sive and astringent. The oak is forward. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

87 Waterbrook 2019 Melange Founder’s Red 
(Columbia Valley). Aromas of vanilla, black-

berry, licorice and cherry are followed by light, silky 
soft plum, green pepper and barrel flavors. The tan-
nins give a gentle squeeze. Fruit and barrel play 
equal parts in the show. —S.S. 
abv: 13.15% Price: $15 

86 Ad Lucem 2018 Day Star Slide Mountain 
Vineyard (Columbia Valley). This wine is 

a blend of near equal parts Tempranillo, Touriga 
Nacional and Syrah. The aromas seem to show some 
oxidation. Smooth flavors follow. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

86 Elsom 2016 Isabella (Red Mountain). Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc each 

make up 37.5% of this wine, with the rest (25%) 
Merlot. The fruit seems quite dried out, with aro-
mas of fruit leather, cranberry, vanilla, coconut and 
baking spice, and the flavors show more of the same. 
It seems surprisingly evolved for its age, with the 
oak also getting in the way. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $42 

86 Elsom 2016 Logan (Columbia Valley). Mal-
bec makes up almost two-thirds of this 

wine, with the rest Merlot and a smidgen of Syrah. 
High-toned aromas of fruit leather, vanilla and bak-
ing spice lead to slightly dried out seeming fruit fla-
vors. It all seems desiccated. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $42 

86 Foundry Vineyards 2018 Foundry Red (Walla 
Walla Valley). High-toned aromas of baking 

spice, maraschino cherry, black licorice and dried 

orange rind lead to surprisingly lighter styled fruit 
flavors that are missing in the middle. There’s a dis-
connect between the aromas and flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $21 

86 Lady Hill 2017 Cuvée Elfrieda Zorn Red Wil-
low Vineyard (Columbia Valley). Coming 

from one of the states most esteemed vineyards, 
this is nearly equal parts Merlot and Cabernet Sau-
vignon, with a healthy dollop of Cabernet Franc 
(14%). The volatiles are amped up on the cherry 
and chocolate aromas, with a soft feel to the flavors. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $42 

86 Lady Hill 2016 Cuvée Etienne Lucier Slide 
Mountain Vineyard (Columbia Valley). Mer-

lot (40%), Cabernet Sauvignon (31%), and Caber-
net Franc (19%) take the lead on this wine, with 
Petit Verdot (10%) finishing it off. With the wine 
being almost a full five years old, the aromas bring 
a strange mix of overripe and underripe, with notes 
of prune, whole green pepper, spice, dark chocolate 
and light volatile accents. The palate is surprisingly 
light on its feet, painting around the edges. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

86 Three Rivers 2018 Streamlet (Columbia Val-
ley). Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 34% of 

this wine, with the rest equal parts Syrah and Mer-
lot (33% each). The aromas bring some reduction 
followed by notes of cherry, medicine and herbs. 
The tannins are dry and astringent. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

OTHER RED WINES

92 McCrea 2011 Mourvèdre (Yakima Valley). No. 
That vintage date is not a typo. This is a cur-

rent release, and, with its bottle age, it is absolutely 
in a sweet spot. With the wine coming from the 
coolest vintage the state has seen and a mixture of 
Olsen and Boushey vineyards, there’s loads of black 
pepper and earth aromas that lead to sleek, polished 
fruit and savory flavors. It’s a gorgeous example of 
this vintage, bursting with black pepper. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

91 Kerloo 2019 Lonesome Springs Ranch Mourvè-
dre (Yakima Valley). Aromas of black pepper, 

green herbs, raspberry and whole orange are fol-
lowed by elegant, velvety soft fruit and savory fla-
vors. It needs food with it to be fully appreciated. 
Pair it with braised lamb shanks. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $40 

90 Category 5 2018 Bouy Vineyard Carmenere 
(Yakima Valley). This oft-green variety 

shows a very different expression here. Aromas of 
plum, blue fruit and flowers are at the fore. The pur-
ple fruit flavors are light, elegant and pure. A pep-
pery finish caps it off. It would be a challenge to peg 
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it as Carmenère, but who cares? It’s a tasty, elegant 
look at the variety. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $45 

90 Lagana 2018 Nox Eternelle Seven Hills Vine-
yard Carmenere (Walla Walla Valley). Sel-

dom seen as a varietal bottling in the state, all the 
fruit from this wine comes from Blocks 12A and B. 
Aged in 40% new oak, it brings aromas of leaf, spice 
and anise. The palate steers away from the variety’s 
more savory side, showing a pleasing fleshiness to 
the pure tasting flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

90 Leonetti Cellar 2015 Serra Pedace Vineyard 
Aglianico (Walla Walla Valley). Coming from 

the hottest vintage the state has ever seen, this wine 
is showing some age. The aromas offer notes of dried 
cherry, chocolate, anise and candied cherry. Fruit 
and barrel intertwine on the palate. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $75 

90 Spring Valley Vineyard 2017 Estate Grown 
Sharilee Petit Verdot (Walla Walla Valley). 

This variety is often known for its brawn. This rare 
example from the valley example shows its sophisti-
cated side. Brooding aromas of dark raspberry, plum 
and spice lead to a palate plump with fruit flavors. 
Orange rind notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

90 Tierra Labrada 2018 Elevation Estate Vine-
yard Petit Verdot (Walla Walla Valley). Fruit 

for this wine comes from a new area, high up in 
canyons of the North Fork of the Walla Walla River. 
Barrel aromas of dark roasted coffee and chocolate 
are followed by flavors of cherry and barrel toast. 
The oak influence is primary right now, but this is 
built for the long haul. Best after 2024. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $85 

89 Cor Cellars 2019 Sugarloaf Vineyard Tempra-
nillo (Yakima Valley). This wine is reductive 

out of the gate, with notes of tire rubber in front of 
coffee, spice and peat. The palate shows a pleasing 
elegance and restraint. Give it a decant and pair it 
with grilled pork loin. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $32 

89 Eight Bells 2018 Red Willow Vineyard San-
giovese (Yakima Valley). Aromas of red 

plum, tire rubber and cherry are followed by pure, 
red fruit flavors with a lot of tannic structure behind 
them. It needs food to truly shine. Pair it with pasta 
with a red sauce. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $28 

88 Forgeron 2018 Zinfandel (Horse Heaven 
Hills). Aromas of dried cranberry, dried 

cherry and leather lead to ripe red fruit and cof-
fee flavors. The fruit seems desiccated and not 
as impactful on the palate as the aromas suggest. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

88 Leonetti Cellar 2018 Sangiovese (Walla 
Walla Valley). This wine is a shift from 

recent vintages, initially showing aromas of nori 
and tar, opening to reveal dried cherry and leather. 
The flavors bring a lot of elegance, without as much 
overt acidity and tannin structure as this offering 
usually displays. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

88 Waterbrook 2018 Icon Barbera (Columbia 
Valley). Barrel aromas are out front, with 

notes of cocoa, spice and vanilla followed by cherry. 
Lighter styled flavors follow. The concentration 
isn’t all there, and the oak plays prominently, but 
there is enjoyment to be had. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $40 

85 Catman 2017 Petite Syrah (Columbia Valley). 
Aromas of sweat, coffee and tire rubber lead 

to soft, light fruit flavors. It wants more intensity 
and structure to tie it together, and the reduction 
distracts. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $32 

IDAHO
ROSÉ

86 Holesinsky 2019 Buhjolais Gertschen Vine-
yard Rosé of Syrah (Idaho). A pale orange 

color, the aromas offer notes of gummy candy and 
cherry. The palate is thick and weighty, getting 
bogged down and giving the appearance of a bit of 
residual sugar. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

RED WINES

90 Rivaura 2018 Estate Vineyards Syrah 
(Lewis-Clark Valley). The aromas bring 

notes of roasted coffee bean, chocolate, spice, Man-
darin orange rind and earth, with the oak up front. 
There’s plenty of promise but also delivery to the 
flavors. Give it some time to open up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $38 

90 Williamson Vineyard 2018 Harvest Moon 
Red (Snake River Valley). Raspberry, spice 

and plum aromas are followed by plump, rich rasp-
berry and blueberry flavors with a lot of midpalate 
density. A lightly tacky feel supports it all. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

88 Huston 2018 Syrah (Snake River Valley). 
Barrel notes of vanilla, dill and sweet bak-

ing spice are in front of cherry, coffee, soil and mes-
quite. Fruit and barrel flavors tussle a bit on the pal-
ate, with a dill accent on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $31 

88 Telaya 2018 Scoria Vineyard Malbec (Snake 
River Valley). The aromas are unusual, with 

notes of tire rubber, cherry candy and Satsuma that 
give way to plum over time. There’s restraint to the 
light orange rind flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $NA 

MICHIGAN
SPARKLING WINES

91 Aurora NV Brut Rosé (Leelanau Peninsula). 
For full review see page 22. 

abv: 11.7% Price: $24 

91 Soul Squeeze 2017 The Pearl Sparkling Rosé 
(Old Mission Peninsula). For full review see 

page 27. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

90 Bel Lago 2019 Brut Auxerrois (Leelanau Pen-
insula). For full review see page 28. 

abv: 13.2% Price: $22 

90 Good Harbor NV Benjamin’s Vineyard Blanc 
de Noirs (Leelanau Peninsula). For full 

review see page 29. 
abv: 12% Price: $24 

90 Mawby NV Talis Brut (Leelanau Peninsula). 
This sparkling wine starts off with aromas 

of lemon, peach fuzz and vanilla cake batter. The 
concentrated palate doles out ripe pear and Victoria 
sponge bathed in lemon juice and supported by fine 
bubbles. Tangy acidity builds towards the finish and 
lingers long on a final breath of lime. —F.A. 
abv: 11% Price: $39 

89 Mawby NV Gold Brut (Leelanau Peninsula). 
An alluring nose offers lemon, biscuit 

dough, pistachio Ghraybeh cookie and white grape-
fruit peel. The palate is quite forward in baked apple 
drizzled in lemon juice, with a butter cookie base. It 
gets pithy on the finish but there is still plenty of 
juicy lemon and lime to lift it. The bubbles are mild 
mannered and the acidity is vibrant. —F.A. 
abv: 11% Price: $29 

89 Verterra 2019 Sparkling Rosé (Leelanau 
Peninsula). Millennial pink in the glass, the 

aroma combines fresh picked strawberry and lily 
with Smarties candy. The crisp and supremely juicy 
palate delivers pink lemonade ice pop and fresh 
picked strawberry. The bubbles are touch foamy but 
the acidity is vibrant and bouncy, with a sweetart 
candy flavor. The ultimate poolside sipper. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

88 Good Harbor NV David’s Vineyard Blanc de 
Blanc (Leelanau Peninsula). Pale lemon in 

color and delicate on the nose, this delivers a fresh 
peeled lemon aroma. The juicy palate offers ripe 
lemon and white peach flavors alongside intense, 
sour acidity. Over all, it’s bright and charming but a 
touch sour with a tangy Key lime finish. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $22 

88 Good Harbor NV Norah’s Vineyard Brut (Lee-
lanau Peninsula). Aromas of honeysuckle 

and ripe peach are joined by light citrus accents. 
The delicate palate delivers ripe Bartlett pear, white 
peach and a very light touch of oyster cracker. The 
bubbles are dainty and lift the palate while the 
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acidity remains mellow. The finish is very dry and 
grassy, layered with a twist of grapefruit and a whis-
per of white pepper. Light, bright and easy, this is 
begging for hot summer nights. —F.A. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $24 

NEW JERSEY
CHARDONNAY

90 Unionville 2019 Home Estate Grown and 
Bottled Chardonnay (New Jersey). A lemon 

scented nose sets the tone for this Chardonnay, 
which is loaded with citrus flavors and mouthwa-
tering acidity. Bright and charming it’s packed with 
fresh lemon and stony mineral notes on the palate. 
The finish brings white grapefruit and lemon pith 
notes. —F.A. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $38 

89 Unionville 2019 Pheasant Hill Estate Grown 
and Bottled Chardonnay (New Jersey). Pale 

gold in color, this offer aromas of kettle corn and 
lemon on the nose. Fresh lemon and white grape-
fruit introduce the palate that slides into a toffee 
note. This feels clean and fresh, with bright, crisp 
acidity and a butterscotch finish. The restrained oak 
influences allows the lively citrus tones to shine in 
this well balanced Chardonnay. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

88 White Horse 2019 Estate Chardonnay (Outer 
Coastal Plain). A lemon note teases on a 

deceptively quiet nose. The palate is loaded with 
juicy lemon, white grapefruit and kumquat, with 
an endless, juicy finish. This refreshing and concen-
trated juice bomb is very easy and enjoyable. —F.A. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $NA 

88 William Heritage 2019 Estate Reserve Char-
donnay (Outer Coastal Plain). Rich lemon, 

custard and honey aromas form the nose. The pal-
ate is loaded with Meyer lemon and peach flavors, 
with a touch of honey. Tons of slick acidity lends 
balance. —F.A. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $35/375 ml 

86 Bellview 2018 Estate Bottled Chardonnay 
(Outer Coastal Plain). Aromas of butter-

scotch, toasted almond and buttery pastry intro-
duce this Chardonnay. The palate offers much of 
the same but lemony acidity keeps it vibrant and 
refreshing. Burnt caramel on the finish foils the 
light and bright vibe. —F.A. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $18 

82 Working Dog 2019 Black Feather Estate 
Bottled Chardonnay (New Jersey). The nose 

combines orange creamsicle and caramel. The pal-
ate opens with a lemony citrus note then goes on 
a strange bitter journey of bread crust and peanut 
skins. It meanders back to intense ripe citrus with 
a Mandarin note, ending on grapefruit pith and 
vanilla. —F.A. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $30 

WHITE BLEND

86 Unionville 2019 Hunterdon Mistral Blanc 
Estate Grown and Bottled (New Jersey). 

Scents of lemon, clementine, grapefruit and blos-
soms form the aroma. Flavors of Navel Orange, 
pink grapefruit, and bitter lime pith are backed by 
astringent acidity. A juicy calamansi flavor marks 
the finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

SPARKLING WINES

92 William Heritage 2017 Blanc de Blancs Estate 
Reserve (Outer Coastal Plain). An aroma of 

freshly baked warm butter cookie wafts from the 
glass. The palate is all lemon curd, buttery croissant 
and salted peanuts. This is loaded with juicy, lem-
ony acidity, with tingling bubbles dancing on that 
palate. Editors’ Choice. —F.A. 
abv: 11.3% Price: $40 

88 William Heritage 2019 Pét Nat Rosé (Outer 
Coastal Plain). This is a gorgeous peach-

pink color in the glass. The nose smells of ripe 
strawberry dusted in powder sugar and peach. This 
a bit foamy on the palate, with watermelon, golden 
strawberry and lemon juice flavors combining with 
yellow cherry and calamansi on the finish. This is 
juicy and fun, packed with bouncy, charming acid-
ity. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

86 Hawk Haven 2020 Pét Nat Pinot Noir Rosé 
(Cape May Peninsula). Strawberry, donut 

peach and grapefruit zest aromas have lift to them to 
match the peachy pink hue. The bubbles are foamy 
on the palate. While it lacks some flavor concentra-
tion, this is peachy and pretty in a fresh lemon note. 
Crisp, very light and easily chuggable, a hit of lime 
zest signals the cropped finish. —F.A. 
abv: 11.9% Price: $36 

CABERNET FRANC

91 Bellview 2017 Estate Bottled Cabernet Franc 
(Outer Coastal Plain). This is loaded with 

cherry raspberry and plum on the nose. The fruit 
runs wild on the palate, adding apple and straw-
berry with a flood of acidity. Grippy tannins keep 
the tart and bright fruit well grounded, with a spicy 
finish bringing in licorice, bell pepper and vanilla. 
—F.A. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 

86 Sharrott 2014 Cabernet Franc (Outer Coastal 
Plain). Spicy aromas of leather and tobacco 

introduce the nose, with accents of black fruit and 
licorice chiming in as well. The tannins are dusty 
and drying on the oaky palate, loaded with tobacco 
and tart plum flavors. The acidity is not quite up 
to the challenge of managing the relentless tannic 
grip. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $26 

85 Beneduce 2017 Estate Grown Cabernet Franc 
(New Jersey). The nose combines barnyard 

tones with red currant and white pepper. Cherry, 
strawberry, and black plum are a bit muddled on 
the palate and the acidity is too mild mannered to 
give it life. Additionally, there are oak tones bring 
down the vibe like twigs and dried leaves. The finish 
brings some vibrancy to the fruit and then fades. 
—F.A. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

84 White Horse 2017 Cabernet Franc (Outer 
Coastal Plain). A bright pop of red currant 

is joined by dried herbs and plenty of pepper on the 
nose. The tannins are grippy and drying on the pal-
ate but are sufficiently balanced by bright acidity. 
Flavors of black plum and black currant are joined 
by cocoa powder and oak tones before racing into a 
hot cayenne pepper finish. —F.A. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $NA 

RED BLENDS

91 Auburn Road 2017 Gaia (Outer Coastal Plain). 
For full review see page 22. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

91 Auburn Road 2016 Giulia (Outer Coastal 
Plain). For full review see page 22. 

abv: 13% Price: $24 

90 Unionville 2019 Hunterdon Mistral Rouge 
Estate Grown and Bottled (New Jersey). A 

spicy nose is loaded with pepper, leather, pome-
granate and Marasca cherry. The smooth and juicy 
palate delivers cranberry, plum and raspberry sup-
ported by polished tannins and mouthwatering 
acidity. The long, lingering finish is packed with tart 
pomegranate, apple and leather. This a light and 
easy red that’s perfect for summer. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

89 Bellview NV Arcturus Estate Bottled Red 
(Outer Coastal Plain). Aromas of cranberry 

and raspberry have a wild edge to them, with a light 
touch of cedar on the nose. Tart flavors of cranberry, 
pomegranate and raspberry are paired with mouth-
watering acidity that is well managed by supportive 
yet wild tannins. This is on the lighter side, with a 
pepper tingle and oak tones emerging on the finish. 
—F.A. 
abv: NA Price: $28 

89 William Heritage 2017 BDX Estate Reserve 
(Outer Coastal Plain). A fruity nose includes 

crunchy cranberry, pomegranate and red plum 
along with nuances of white pepper and herbes de 
Provence. The palate mirrors the fruits of the nose, 
adding more savory tones of dried herbs and wood 
before diving into a bitter finish that tingles with 
pepper. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

86 Hawk Haven 2018 Q (Cape May Peninsula). 
The spicy and peppery nose offers a scent 

of red plum. The palate is peppery and spicy, lifted 
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by a cranberry note while the grippy tannins dry the 
palate. The acidity swoops in at the end alongside 
an apple skin tone. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

OTHER RED WINES

90 Sharrott 2018 Merlot (Outer Coastal Plain). 
Cranberry, pomegranate and plum aromas 

meet cigar wrapper on the nose, with a sprinkle of 
white pepper. Loaded with mouthwatering acidity 
and gently gripping, crushed velvet tannins, the pal-
ate delivers plum and cassis flavors that lead to an 
oak and cigar smoke finish laden with spice. Give 
this a couple years to become more cohesive; drink 
after 2024. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

90 Unionville 2019 Amwell Ridge Estate Grown 
and Bottled Pinot Noir (New Jersey). The 

nose combines apple, cherry and wild raspberry 
to create a sophisticated fruit punch profile, with 
nuances of wild flower and spring air. The palate is 
not quite as juicy as the nose promises, with loads 
of tart apple and yellow cherry. There is a whisper 
of tannin that keeps this from careening into juice 
bomb territory, but it is still light and playful in its 
refreshing simplicity. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

90 William Heritage 2017 Burn Pile Vineyard 
Estate Grown Chambourcin (Outer Coastal 

Plain). A high-toned nose delivers black currant 
and blackberry paired with cigar box and a peppery 
tingle. The palate blends together leather, cedar and 
tobacco with black currant and black plum. A punch 
of acidity lengthens the finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

88 Sharrott 2019 Coia Vineyards Blaufränkisch 
(Outer Coastal Plain). Apple, plum and 

rasperry aromas are sprinkled with peppery heat on 
the nose. The palate is juicy upfront in bright acid-
ity that dips on the midpalate. Loaded with fruit 
flavors of plum and raspberry, it also shows pepper 
and earthy pine tones that build the foundation of 
this medium body red. A bit of tang emerges on the 
lingering finish. —F.A. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

87 Beneduce 2017 Blue 2 Estate Grown Blau-
fränkisch (New Jersey). Aromas of cherry, 

cranberry and pepper introduce this New Jersey 
Blaufränkisch. The plate offers raspberry and black-
berry, but flavors of vanilla, toasted oak and leather 
smother the pretty fruit tones. The tannins are mild 
and grounded, and the acidity is well balanced add-
ing a tart and crisp edge to the fruit flavors. A spice-
laden finish lingers on plum skin and wood tones. 
—F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $36 

86 Beneduce 2017 Centerfold Estate Grown 
Hunterdon County Pinot Noir (New Jersey). 

A transparent brick-red color in the glass, this 
offers aromas of cherry, pomegranate and dandelion 

on the somewhat weedy nose.The palate is also on 
the green side upfront but juicy, plush plum flavors 
build steam through the finish which shows a sprin-
kle of pepper and dried twigs. —F.A. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

OTHER UNITED STATES
SPARKLING WINES

88 Appolo NV Barchetta Sparkling Pinot Noir 
(America). This Sparkling red is the color of 

pomegranate juice. The nose delivers a full blast of 
cranberry, dried rose, red apple skins, pomegranate 
and Marasca cherry. This is very foamy on the pal-
ate, with flavors of tart cranberry and cherry juice. 
There is tons of tart acidity and a lingering finish 
loaded with herbes de Provence and dry plum skin. 
—F.A. 
abv: 10% Price: $28 

88 Gruet NV Blanc de Blancs Méthode Champe-
noise (America). Deep gold in color, a gentle 

nose offers fresh and preserved lemons with a but-
termilk biscuit accent. A slippery palate with lightly 
foamy bubbles delivers tart lemon and white grape-
fruit leading to almond croissant and peanut skin, 
finishing on walnut oil and Meyer lemon. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Gruet NV Brut Rosé Méthode Champenois 
(America). This sparkling wine is medium 

salmon in color, with a fresh strawberry, cherry and 
tart plum nose. Flavors of strawberry, cranberry, 
pomegranate and blackberry are sharpened by tart 
acidity. The bubbles start foamy but settle down 
toward a finish loaded with sour lime. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

87 Chankaska NV Equinoce Reserve Brut (Min-
nesota). Deep orange gold in the glass, this 

is scented with Orange blossom honey, ripe apri-
cot and pear, with subtle notes of ginger candy and 
baked apple. The palate is intensely concentrated 
yet lifted by a sour lemon acidity and filled with ripe 
calamansi, satsuma, Meyer lemon, orange honey 
cake and sugar cookie flavors. A honeyed apple note 
introduces the finish that lingers on sour acidity. 
—F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $38 

84 Carlos Creek 2019 Aurora Brianna Brut (Min-
nesota). For full review see page 35. 

abv: 11.5% Price: $35 

84 Horton NV Súil Methode Champenoise Spar-
kling Viognier (Virginia). Medium lemon in 

color, the nose is barely perceptible offering just 
hints of autolysis and country loaf. The palate is 
quite foamy and mild though there is significant 
acidic tang dragging in sour lime with some mild 
toasty flavors. It lingers on a sour grapefruit oil 
note. —F.A. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

80 Southern Harvest NV Carbonated Bubbly 
Heritage (Georgia). Transparent cranberry 

red in the glass, the aroma combines violet candy, 
plum and grape juice cocktail. Juicy and sweet on 
the palate this shows a distinct grape flavor joined 
by hints of apple. There is a bitter stemmy flavor 
that emerges on the finish that draws away from 
the sweet fruit. It’s barely bubbly and thick in feel. 
—F.A. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

ROSÉ

84 Henry Estate NV Veraison Rosé (America). 
Though labeled American White Table 

Wine, this is a pink blend of Riesling, Muscat, Pinot 
Gris and Pinot Noir. It’s on the sweet side of off dry, 
with flavors of strawberry and marshmallow cream. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $20 

RED WINES

92 Covington 2019 Rio Ronde Covington Hill 
Country (America). This is half Syrah and 

half Tempranillo, a mixture of Washington and 
Texas fruit. The aromas intrigue, with notes of nori, 
soot, black olive, blue fruit, sea salt and potpourri. 
The palate packs a wallop of fruit and savory flavors, 
with a rich and plush feel. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

89 Covington 2019 Temp Tempranillo (Amer-
ica). This is Texas Tempranillo vinified in 

Washington. The aromas lean hard into the savory 
zone, with notes of kelp, dried tobacco and orange 
rind along with cherry. The palate shows more of 
the same. A light squeeze of tannins holds it all 
together and a floral finish caps it off. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $39 

82 Three Wishes NV Cabernet Sauvignon (Amer-
ica). This rather light-bodied wine offers 

a striking black tea aroma and cherry-cola flavors 
that seem sweet. It’s a drinkable pop version of 
wine. Best Buy.—J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $3 

CANADA
SPARKLING WINE

92 Inniskillin 2018 Sparkling Icewine Vidal 
(Ontario). This unusual take on an Icewine 

marries the bubbles to honeyed, deeply-layered tree 
fruits. Tones of ripe apples, peaches and apricots 
with a broad streak of honey are further enlivened 
by the sparkles. Sweet but not cloying, this would be 
a fine match to any blue cheese. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $80/375 ml 
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VIDAL ICEWINE

92 Inniskillin 2018 Gold Icewine Vidal (Niagara 
Peninsula). A thick streak of pineapple 

slices through this dense, almost syrupy dessert 
wine. Candied fruits are at the core, a mix of apri-
cot, peach, papaya and citrus. Running through the 
long finish are hints of brown sugar, maple sugar 
and honey. It is finished at 240 g/L of residual 
sugar. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $80/375 ml 

91 Inniskillin 2019 Icewine Vidal (Niagara Penin-
sula). A deep gold color, this wine is packed 

with not-quite-syrupy flavors of peach, apricot and 
marmalade jam. It’s a potently fruity dessert wine, 
with 245 g/L residual sugar. Maisons Marques & 
Domaines USA. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $59/375 ml 

91 Jackson-Triggs 2019 Icewine Vidal (Niagara 
Peninsula). The 187 ml package—one quarter 

of a regular bottle—suffices for two sweet toothers 
given the richness of the wine. A deep gold color, the 
wine is thick on the palate and loaded with flavors 
of dried apricot, peach, cooked pear, papaya and 
crystallized sugar. The acids keep it from becoming 
too cloying. Karl, Bright & Mariani. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $30/187 ml 

OTHER ICEWINES

95 Inniskillin 2019 Icewine Cabernet Franc 
(Niagara Peninsula). Cabernet Franc, both 

still and sweet, is a rising star in eastern Canada. 
As an ice wine it’s rare and distinctive, aromatic 
and focused. Honey, molasses, caramel, bubble 
tea, sweet tobacco, candied apricot, blueberry and 
blackberry jam mark the dizzying mix of flavors. 
There’s enough tannin to cut through, and this 
very special wine makes a splendid dessert all by 
itself. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $101/375 ml 

92 Inniskillin 2019 Icewine Riesling (Niagara 
Peninsula). This Riesling Icewine offers 

sweet, honeyed flavors of apple sauce and peach pie, 
with accents of candied apricots and dried papaya. 
The acids balance out the sugar, which is finished at 
230 g/L. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —P.G. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $80/375 ml 
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95 Letterpress Limoncello (USA; Letterpress 
Distilling, Seattle, WA). Richer than a typi-

cal limoncello, this golden liqueur offers roasted 
pineapple and toasted banana bread aromas. An 
intriguing butterscotch note opens the palate, 
rounding into a long, honeyed finish enlivened with 
nutmeg, cayenne and lemon pepper. Mix with rum 
or stir into cake batter. This is a honey-sweetened 
homage to the distiller’s grandmother’s village in 
the mountains outside of Rome. 
abv: 28% Price: $36

93 Fabrizia Limoncello Cream Liqueur (USA; 
Fabrizia Spirits, Salem, NH). A refreshing 

palate cleanser of a cream liqueur, look for a light 
yellow hue and mild lemon curd aroma. Plush and 
palate coating, moderately sweet lemon sorbet and 
lemon cream notes lead into a light finish braced up 
with ginger. Best Buy.
abv: 26% Price: $20

92 Chelly Limon Liqueur (USA; Chelly, Tempe, 
AZ). At 80 proof, this is a bit stronger than 

most limoncellos. The pale straw hue and pleasing 
candied lemon peel aroma leads into a clean, snappy 
palate showing lemon peel and white pepper, fin-
ishing surprisingly long. Sip with a cube of ice or 
lengthen with sparkling water. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

92 Jovis Limoncello (Italy; Originals Imports, 
Stamford, CT). Cloudy, sunny yellow 

appearance and bright lemon peel aroma. The palate 
opens sweet and finishes brisk and mouthwatering. 
In between, candied lemon peel and lemon lollipop 
flavors mingle with white pepper and ginger heat. 
Made with Sorrento lemon peels, no preservatives 
or colorants.
abv: 32% Price: $34

91 Hotel Tango Lemoncello (USA; Hotel Tango, 
Indianapolis, IN). Expect a cloudy, pale yel-

low appearance and mild lemon aroma with a 
savory tinge. Overall, this drinks like vodka mixed 
with lemonade: it’s light on the palate, mild and not 
overly lemony, with the faintest tinge of sweetness 
and finishing with an appropriate amount of citric 
pucker. Mix into Lemon Drops, as the producer sug-
gests.
abv: 35% Price: $30

91 Letterpress Arancello Rosso (USA; Letterpress 
Distilling, Seattle, WA). Burnished gold and 

bright in the glass, this honey-sweetened, orange-y 
take on limoncello has vanilla and citrus peel aro-
mas, suggesting an orange glaze for cake. The pal-
ate echoes that vanilla note, leading into clove spice 
and finishing with boozy orange, viscous and lush.
abv: 30% Price: $39

90 Fabrizia Limoncello (USA; Fabrizia Spirits, 
Salem, NH). The appearance is pale yellow 

and very cloudy, almost opaque. Clean lemon peel 
aromas lead into a light but sugary palate laced with 
lemon peel and lemon candy, braced up with flickers 
of ginger and white pepper. Best Buy.
abv: 27% Price: $20

90 Lucano Anniversario Limoncello (Italy; 
Kobrand, Purchase, NY). A concentrated 

buttercup yellow and mild candied lemon peel 
aroma leads into a lemon lollipop palate. That flavor 
and sweetness follows through from start to finish, 
plus a bit of white pepper tingle into the exit. Made 
with Sorrento lemon peels
abv: 30% Price: $23

89 Il Tramonto Limoncello (Italy; Prestige Bev-
erage Group, Mendota Heights, MN). For full 

review see page 39. Best Buy.
abv: 30% Price: $20

89 Limoncino Bottega (Italy; Palm Bay Interna-
tional, Boca Raton, FL). This limoncello is 

vibrant yellow with a faint greenish glow and her-
baceous aromas of lemongrass and tarragon. The 
honeyed palate is similarly herbaceous, with a pro-
nounced fennel note that leads into a sticky licorice 
twang. 
abv: 30% Price: $23

89 Pallini Limoncello (Italy; Bols, New York, 
NY). Cloudy pale yellow, with a mild lemon 

lollipop aroma, this viscous liqueur is on the 
sweeter side, reading as lemon candy layered with 
a piny hint. Each sip finishes with ginger and white 
pepper sparks.
abv: 26% Price: $25

89 Sovrano Limoncello (New Zealand; Embassy 
Spirits, Lake Orion, MI). Look for a pale yel-

low, slightly cloudy appearance and astringent 
lemon peel aromas. The light palate opens with 
perky pine, tarragon and sage, leading into a mild 
lemony finish. Made in New Zealand using Yen-Ben 
lemons.
abv: 28% Price: $13/375 ml

 

O
riginally from Southern Italy, limon-
cello is a lemon-based liqueur that’s like 
drinking sunshine in a bottle. Its zesty, 
fresh nature makes it one of the most 

refreshing sips around.
Prized for its vibrant hue and citrusy flavor, 

like a grown-up version of lemonade, limon-
cello has a long but hazy his-
tory. One origin story credits 
Italian monks, noted for apply-
ing herbalism to create medici-
nal alcoholic elixirs. The Italian 
association of wine and liqueur 
producers (Federvini) points to 
Maria Antonia Farace, who had 
a lavish garden of lemons and 
oranges on the island of Capri 
in the early 1900s. And a third, 
far less likely theory says South-
ern Italian fishermen sipped the lemon liqueur 
to keep warm after their seafaring expeditions.

While Italy deserves credit for creating 
limoncello, it’s worth noting that today citrus 
grows in a wide range of sunny locales, where 
they are made into worthy lemon liqueurs. 
Here in the U.S., some are looking to reinvent 

the old school category. For example, newcomer 
Chelly bills its snappy version as “new age 
limoncello,” while Indianapolis producer Hotel 
Tango makes a “new world limoncello” with 
Lemon Drop cocktails in mind. Elsewhere, New 
Zealand’s Sovrano introduces an herbaceous 
liqueur made with Yen-Ben lemons, a tart com-

mercial variety that grows well  
Down Under.

Also of note are orange-
cellos, including a success-
ful honey-sweetened arancello 
from Seattle producer Letter-
press that suggests an orange 
glaze drizzled atop spice cake.

With all this citrusy bounty, 
it’s not hard to imagine that 
varieties like a rosy pink 
grapefruit- cello, a Japanese-

inspired yuzu-cello or a West Coast-sourced 
Meyer lemon-based option might become 
future pours some day. Until then, we’ll look to 
Southern Italy and beyond for classically styled 
limoncellos fit to sip or mix.

Cheers!
 —Kara Newman

Give some love to limoncello
SPIRITS

While Italy deserves 
credit for creating 

limoncello, it’s 
worth noting that 
today citrus grows 
in a wide range of 

sunny locales.
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88 Lucky Sign Spirits Limoncello (USA; Lucky 
Sign Spirits, Pittsburgh, PA). This pale gold 

liqueur leads with bright aromas of candied lemon 
and pine. The palate is citric and mouthwatering, 
with a sweet-tart lemon candy flavor.
abv: 21.6% Price: $35

88 Sovrano Limoncello Cream (New Zealand; 
Embassy Spirits, Lake Orion, MI). Expect a 

creamy hue and faint lemon-vanilla sugar scent. 
The flavor suggests almond and coconut, with 
lemon emerging on the mild exhale.
abv: 20% Price: $13/375 ml

87 Fabrizia Blood Orange Liqueur (USA; Fab-
rizia Spirits, Salem, NH). Look for a cloudy 

yellow-orange hue and aroma reminiscent of orange 
drink. The palate is lightly sweet and distinctly bit-
ter, showing grapefruit peel and pith and finishing 
with a watery orange juice note and just a hint of 
alcohol tingle. Mix into Mimosas. 
abv: 27% Price: $20 

87 Vergnano Limonino (Italy; Preiss Imports, 
Ramona, CA). Clear in the glass with a mild 

lemony aroma, this limoncello is made with organic 
lemon juice. Just the faintest lemon curl flavor 
winds into the wispy finish.
abv: 17% Price: $34

86 Hotel Tango Orangecello (USA; Hotel Tango 
Distillery, Indianapolis, IN). This liqueur is 

cloudy pale yellow, with a grapefruit peel aroma. 
The palate is distinctly bitter showing grapefruit 
peel and white pepper heat on the tip of the tongue, 
finishing with juicy orange.
abv: 35% Price: $30

OTHER LIQUEURS

94 Mr. Black Coffee Amaro (Australia; Park 
Street Imports, Miami, FL). This new arrival 

is inky dark, with complex, fernet-like aromas that 
hint at licorice, anise and blackberry. The palate 
balances bitter and sweet from the first sip, and 
espresso sings out into the long finish. Sip or mix. 
Botanicals include orange, lemon, coffee, illawarra 
plum, coriander and macadamia.
abv: 28.5% Price: $60

93 LS Cream Liqueur (USA; L.S. Cream, Jack-
sonville, FL). Inspired by Haiti’s tradition 

of cremas, typically made with condensed milk, 
coconut cream and spices, this liqueur has a creamy 
chocolate milk appearance and enticing vanilla but-
tercream scent. Each palate-coating sip is creamy 
and soothing, with hints of brown butter, vanilla 
and baking spice. Dessert sipper.
abv: 17% Price: $27

92 Ver Liqueur (USA; Elixir, Eugene, OR). An 
American-made take on herbal liqueurs 

like absinthe or pastis, expect a pale olive hue and 
anise and fennel seed aromas. Add water to take the 
edge off this 100-proof spirit. The result is hypnotic 
haziness and amped-up licorice and anise, accented 

with hints of tarragon and fresh fennel, winding 
into peppery sting. Sip, mix, or use as a glass rinse. 
abv: 50% Price: $35

91 Caffè Corretto Coffee Liqueur (USA; Elixir, 
Eugene, OR). Inspired by Italy’s tradition of 

espresso “corrected” with a splash of liqueur. Mild, 
nutty aromas lead into coffee, hazelnut and candied 
pecan flavors, finishing with baking spice sizzle. 
Seems right for wintry cocktails. This liqueur is 
infused with ground coffee beans from Seattle cof-
fee roaster Caffe Umbria, and minimally sweetened. 
abv: 35% Price: $35

90 Nixta Licor de Elote (Mexico; Casa Lumbre 
Spirits, Melville, NY). This is a full-on corn 

liqueur: corn blended with a corn-based spirit. Look 
for a light honey hue and distinctly corn-y aroma 
reminiscent of some moonshines. The concentrated 
palate is mildly nutty and sweet, finishing with a 
grind of black pepper. Mix with agave spirits. The 
ear of corn-shaped bottle is an eye-catcher. Made 
from non-GMO corn.
abv: 30% Price: $32

89 Tentura Antica Verino Cinnamon Liqueur 
(Greece; Diamond Importers, Chicago, IL). 

Expect a ruddy brown hue and mild cinnamon red-
hots candy aroma. The syrupy palate opens with 
cinnamon bark, layering hints of red fruit and milk 
chocolate, finishing with clove heat. According to 
the producer, this liqueur had roots in Peloponnese 
(Southern Greece) and was consumed during the 
Middle Ages.
abv: 24% Price: $33

88 Calisaya Liqueur (USA; Elixir, Eugene, OR).  
Orange-y and bright in the glass, this 

liqueur shows a complex array of spices on nose and 
palate: cardamom, cayenne, black pepper, a savory 
hint of cumin, finishing very long, with a bit of cin-
namon. Made with chinchona calisaya and Seville 
orange.
abv: 35% Price: $40

88 Om Dark Chocolate & Sea Salt Liqueur (USA; 
Temperance Distilling, Temperance, MI). 

Light rather than rich, this copper-hued liqueur has 
aromas of milk chocolate and hazelnut. The palate 
shows cocoa and tinges of nutella and candle wax, 
finishing with vanilla and the faintest anise exhale. 
abv: 17.5% Price: $25/375 ml

87 Abadía Da Cova Galician Herb Liqueur (Spain; 
Seaman’s Beverage, Clifton, NJ). Look for a 

shocking neon yellow-green hue and aromas sug-
gesting fresh tarragon and fennel. The light-bodied 
palate has a plastic-y quality, echoing the herba-
ceous notes found in the aroma and finishing with 
a minty exhale and peppery tingle. Made with 10 
types of herbs, many of them medicinal.
abv: 31% Price: $38

87 Damn Fine Liqueur Coffee (USA; Durham Dis-
tillery, Durham, NC). Made with cold brew 

coffee from Raleigh’s Slingshot Coffee Co., this 
liqueur has a fresh-brewed coffee appearance and 

aroma. It drinks like unsweetened coffee, finishing 
with hints of clove, cinnamon and molasses. Pro-
ducer recommends in a White Russian.
abv: 17% Price: $20/375 ml

86 Hazelnut Honey Bourbon Ratafia (USA; 
Mountain State Spirits, Bridgepoint, WV). 

Described by the producer as a “single barrel Bour-
bon cordial” made with hazelnuts and honey, this 
liqueur is topaz with orange highlights, bright and 
clear. Orange blossom, dried orange peel and waxy 
honey mingle with gingery spice into the boozy, 
slightly raw finish.
abv: 32.5% Price: $43

86 Sovrano Coffee Liqueur (New Zealand; 
Embassy Spirits, Lake Orion, MI). This 

deep brown liqueur has an enticing roasted coffee 
bean aroma. Look for some sweetness on the pal-
ate. Overall, it drinks like espresso with a heaping 
spoonful of sugar, finishing with a hint of cinnamon 
tingle.
abv: 20% Price: $13/375 ml

85 Walnut Maple Bourbon Ratafia (USA; 
Mountain State Spirits, Bridgepoint, WV). 

Described by the producer as a “single barrel Bour-
bon cordial” made with black walnuts and maple 
syrup, this liqueur has a slightly cloudy appearance 
and amber hue. A dried cherry note leads the nose. 
The musky palate leans more toward dried dates 
and cocoa powder, finishing with assertive alcohol 
presence.
abv: 32.5% Price: $43

84 Abadía Da Cova Galician Coffee Liqueur 
(Spain; Seaman’s Beverage, Clifton, NJ). 

Look for a deep brown hue and slightly grape-y 
aroma with alcoholic punch. The palate shows cof-
fee and dried cherry wrapped around a boozy, raw 
core. Made with citrus and roasted coffee.
abv: 31% Price: $38

AMAROS & APERITIF SPIRITS

91 Martini & Rossi Fiero (Italy; Bacardi, Miami, 
FL). For full review see page 38.

abv: 15% Price: $18

90 Amaricano (USA; Fast Penny Spirits, Seat-
tle, WA). This American amaro is distilled 

from West Coast grapes and flavored with more 
than 40 organic botanicals. Look for a deep cherry 
hue; the aroma suggests dried cherries and a whiff 
of menthol. The palate opens mildly bitter. A hint 
of cocoa nib leads into a medicinal midpalate edged 
with dried cranberry tartness. The bitter finish is 
faintly reminiscent of fernet.  
abv: 30% Price: $65

89 Ginrosa L’Aperitivo (Italy; Specialty Cellars, 
Santa Fe Springs, CA). Look for a vibrant 

cherry-red hue and bitter grapefruit aroma. The 
syrupy palate is similarly bitter at first, showing 
grapefruit peel and orange pith, and finishes mildly 
sweet and spiced with hints of clove, cinnamon bark 
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and dried cherry. Mix into Negronis and Boulevard-
iers.
abv: 25% Price: $34/1 L

89 Amaricano Bianca (USA; Fast Penny Spirits, 
Seattle, WA). This American amaro has a 

golden hue and a mix of fruity and bitter aromas. 
The palate is sweet at first, slightly viscous and 
honey-like, moving into a mildly bitter midpalate 
and finishing lightly with mouthwatering hints of 
cocoa and vanilla. Try it in a White Negroni.
abv: 30% Price: $65

88 Bully Boy Amaro (USA; Bully Boy Distillers, 
Boston, MA). Drawing inspiration from 

America’s beer scene, this American amaro starts 
with a base of neutral grain spirit and rum, flavored 
with botanicals including Cascade, Amarillo, Citra 
and galaxy hops. The result is a tawny hue and 
spicy, warm, funky aroma with hints of dried apri-
cot. The palate is similarly spicy and mouthwater-
ing, finishing with a eucalyptus exhale.
abv: 29% Price: $29

85 Amaro Rosina (USA; Highside Distilling, 
Bainbridge Distilling, WA). Distilled from a 

base of Washington apples, this American amaro 
has a rosy deep-pink hue and slightly floral aroma 
that also suggests bubble gum. The palate straddles 
sweet and medicinal notes, finishing with grapefruit 
peel bitterness.
abv: 35% Price: $40

VERMOUTHS

94 Timbal Vermouth Sweet Red (Spain; Haus 
Alpenz, Edina, MN). Mix Manhattans with 

this versatile sweet vermouth. Expect a nut-brown 
hue and mild dried date and grapefruit peel aro-
mas. The lightly sweet palate echoes rich dried 
date and fig tones, leading to a juicy midpalate and 
faintly bitter finish tinged with grapefruit peel. The 
unusual size options include a 5 liter bag-in-box.
abv: NA% Price: $45/5 L

92 Timbal Vermouth Extra Dry (Spain; Haus 
Alpenz, Edina, MN). This is a bright, fresh 

and bone-dry vermouth, just right for martinis. 
Light lemon and tarragon aromas lead into a brac-
ing, super-dry palate finishing with lemony acidity 
and an herbaceous exhale. The unusual size options 
include a 5 liter bag-in-box.
abv: NA% Price: $45/5 L

89 Soberbo vermouth (Portugal; Tri-Vin 
Imports, New Rochelle, NY). This unusual 

port-based vermouth has a golden hue and slightly 
sweet golden raisin aroma. The palate is on the 
sweeter side; it drinks like a cross between a bianco 
and a dessert wine. Hints of peach nectar, golden 
raisin and baked pear wind into a moderate, slightly 
sweet finish. 
abv: 18.5% Price: $25

89 A.G. Perino Sweet Vermouth (USA; Perino 
Family Cellars, Seattle, WA). An amber hue 

and mild, slightly fruity aroma mark this Italian-
inspired American vermouth. The palate opens with 
dried cherry and dried cranberry, with a faintly bit-
ter midpalate and nutty finish bolstered by a cocoa 
hint. Best Buy. 
abv: 16% Price: $10

WHISKEY

92 Yamazakura Blended Whisky (Japan; Spe-
cialty Cellars, Santa Fe Spring, CA). Gentle 

fresh apple aromas blend with a hint of smoke in 
this golden-hued whisky. On the palate, mild peat 
smoke wafts over fruity core, winding into vanilla 
sweetness tinged with ginger and black pepper heat. 
abv: 40% Price: $60

90 Loch Fyll Blended Scotch Whisky (Scotland; 
Gaelic Water, East Rutherford, NJ). For full 

review see page 39.
abv: 43% Price: $19

90 Takamine Whiskey 8 Years Old (Japan; 
Honkaku Spirits, Manhasset, NY). Nutty and 

spiced, this whisky offers almond and coconut aro-
mas. The rounded palate echoes those nutty tones 
alongside richer hazelnut and cocoa, leading into 
a long finish warmed with nutmeg, clove and cin-
namon.
abv: 40% Price: $99

87 Black Whiskey (Peru; Park Street, Miami, FL). 
This Andean black corn whiskey has a deep 

amber hue and oak and caramel aromas. The palate 
is drying and distinctly woody, though adding water 
coaxes out some vanilla and dusty cocoa powder. 
Clove and black pepper tingle mark the finish.
abv: 45% Price: $50

RUM

96 Holmes Cay Guyana Uitvlugt 2003 Single 
Cask Rum (Guyana; Windyside Spirits, 

Irvington, NY). For full review see page 38.
abv: 51% Price: $159

95 Holmes Cay Fiji 2004 Single Cask Rum (Fiji; 
Windyside Spirits, Irvington, NY). For full 

review see page 38.
abv: 58% Price: $159

94 Holmes Cay Belize 2005 Single Cask Rum 
(Belize; Windyside Spirits, Irvington, NY). 

Red fruit and toffee show on the bold and boozy 
nose. This is a robust, flavorful, but very hot rum; 
add water or ice for sipping. Crème brulee and 
vanilla bean are layered with grapefruit peel, cocoa 
and cinnamon, finishing long and warming. Single 
cask distilled in 2005 and bottled in 2020 at cask 
strength.
abv: 61% Price: $99

94 Holmes Cay Guyana Port Mourant Demerara 
2005 Single Cask Rum (Guyana; Windyside 

Spirits, Irvington, NY). Look for a golden hue and 

funky, tropical fruit aromas. The warming, lively 
palate shows roasted banana, grilled pineapple and 
buttered popcorn, finishing with gingery zing. This 
is a single cask rum distilled at Demerara Distillery 
in 2005, then aged 15 years in the UK in ex-Bourbon 
casks, and bottled in 2020 at barrel proof.
abv: 56.4% Price: $149

94 Ten to One Caribbean White Rum (Jamaica 
& Dominican Republic; Ten to One Rum, New 

York, NY). A blend of unaged, “extra-proof” rums, 
this is clear in the glass with bright ripe banana aro-
mas. The lively palate sings out with bold banana 
and lychee, finishing clean with white and black 
pepper heat.
abv: 45% Price: $32

93 Equiano Rum (Mauritius/Barbados; Park 
Street Imports, Miami, FL). Distilled and 

aged a minimum of eight years in Africa & the 
Caribbean, then finished in Cognac and ex-Bourbon 
casks, this rum is on the sweeter side of the spec-
trum. The rich amber hue and mild brown sugar 
aroma leads into a bold palate rich with mocha, 
fudge and toffee slicked with brown butter. Marma-
lade lingers into the long, cinnamon-spiced finish.
abv: 43% Price: $60

93 Exodus Rum (Jamaica; Proof and Wood Ven-
tures, Bardstown, KY). Look for a bright 

golden hue and toasty tropical fruit aromas. The 
palate is distinctively funky, channeling ripe 
banana, buttered brioche and roasted pineapple. 
A splash of water adds nutty richness, clove heat 
and lip-smacking lemon astringency. Sip or mix into 
tropical cocktails. Best Buy. 
abv: 42% Price: $30

93 Ten to One Caribbean Dark Rum (Barbados/
Dominican Republic/Jamaica/Trinidad; Ten 

to One Rum, New York, NY). A blend of eight-year-
old rums from Barbados, the Dominican Republic 
and Trinidad are blended with a high-ester Jamai-
can pot-still rum. The end result is funky and tropi-
cal, showing mild banana, coconut and baked apple 
aromas. The palate echoes that tropical fruit, lead-
ing into a nutty midpalate and finishes with cinna-
mon sparks.
abv: 40% Price: $46

92 Denizen Vatted Dark Rum (Guyana and Mar-
tinique; Hotaling & Co., San Francisco, CA). 

This is a blend of 80% dark rum produced in Guy-
ana on antique stills, and 20% unaged rhum agri-
cole from Martinique. The end result is a deep cop-
per hue and rich, toasty aromas that evoke browned 
butter and toffee. The palate opens with cinnamon 
bark and cayenne, a savory mesquite note and hint 
of tropical fruit, then slides into a long mocha fin-
ish enlivened with lemon and orange peel. Best Buy.
abv: 50% Price: $30

92 Saison Rum Triple Cask (Trinidad; The Craft 
Spirits Cooperative, San Mateo, CA). Expect 

a burnished gold hue and light, rootsy aroma that 
suggests sarsaparilla and vanilla. The palate feels 
light and tingly, leading with brown sugar and 
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maple sugar candy, wafting into a gentle, smooth 
finish tinged with almond and ginger sting. The “tri-
ple cask” name refers to a seven-year aging process 
that progresses through five years in Trinidad, in ex-
Bourbon American oak casks; 18 months in France’s 
Cognac region in medium-grain French oak; and six 
months in fine-grain French oak.
abv: 48% Price: $65

91 Ron Izalco 10 Year Rum (Central America; 
Phenomenal Spirits, Virginia Beach, VA). The 

mellow oak aroma includes a smoky hint. Vanilla 
sweetness leads the surprisingly robust palate, fol-
lowed by hints of fudge, cocoa powder and a nutty 
hint. Cinnamon-clove tingle winds into a gentle, 
mouthwatering finish. Named after a volcano in El 
Salvador, this blend incorporates rums from Cen-
tral America including Nicaragua, Panama, and 
Guatemala.
abv: 43% Price: $55

90 Holmes Cay Barbados 2009 Port Cask (Bar-
bados; Windyside Spirits, Irvington, NY). 

This single cask rum has a topaz hue and subdued 
caramel aroma. The palate explodes with cinnamon 
red-hot candies and Big Red gum, leading into mild 
caramel and a lingering tinge of cinnamon. 
abv: 56% Price: $129

89 Cane Island Trinidad Rum (Trinidad; Saranty 
Imports, Stamford, CT). With a tawny hue 

and mild vanilla and coconut aromas, this blend of 
rums aged up to eight years has a sweetness that 
reads a little like a flavored or spiced rum. Hints of 
cookie dough and coconut lead into a gentle finish 
laced with cinnamon, clove and nutmeg. Recom-
mended to mix. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $25

89 Kasama Small Batch Rum (The Philippines; 
Chopin Imports, Wilmington, DE). The sweet 

coconut fragrance is echoed on the palate. The fin-
ish is long and gentle, shaded with vanilla, cinna-
mon candy and white pepper. The palm fronds on 
the bottle add a breezy touch. Best Buy.
abv: NA% Price: $30

88 Angostura 5 Year Old (Trinidad & Tobago; 
Terlato Artisan Spirits, White Plains, NY). 

This blend of gold rums, aged a minimum of five 
years, drinks like a spiced rum. The mild, cinna-
mon-tinged aroma leads into a light palate accented 
with allspice and vanilla, finishing brisk with hints 
of clove and oak. The producer suggests mixing with 
cola or ginger ale.
abv: 40% Price: $22

88 Bali Hai Tiki Dark Rum (USA; Cutwater Spir-
its, San Diego, CA). Engineered as robust 

rum to float atop Mai Tais and other tropical drinks, 
this rum has a notably deep espresso color and rich 
vanilla and toffee aromas. It’s very light on the pal-
ate, with fleeting dark fruit and coffee notes that 
almost suggest a thinned cold brew mixed with 
cherry cola. What’s in the bottle is a mix of unaged 
white rum and four-year-old dark rum.
abv: 40% Price: $30

RUM LIQUEURS

91 Bumbu Crème (Panama; Bumbu Rum, New 
York, NY). Velvety and palate-coating, this 

rum-based liqueur has a coffee-with-cream appear-
ance and rich dulce de leche aroma. Vanilla, crème 
caramel and almond mingle on the palate, finishing 
with nutmeg and cardamom. The overall combina-
tion is reminiscent of chai tea with cream. Consider 
this easy sipper as a dessert pairing.
abv: 15% Price: $35

87 Bali Hai Tiki Monkey (USA; Cutwater Spirits, 
San Diego, CA). This limited release cream 

liqueur suggests banana taffy on nose and palate. 
The palate is light and milky, with banana and dulce 
de leche flavors, winding into mild cocoa nib bit-
terness.
abv: 18.5% Price: $30

CACHAÇA

91 Avuá Cachaca Copan (Brazil; Drifter Spirits, 
Miami, FL). Light gold in the glass, with apple 

blossom aromas, this cachaca is bright and spiced 
with cinnamon. The light, mouthwatering pal-
ate suggests apples dipped in honey and coconut, 
finishing with a mild floral exhale. Aged up to 2 
years in rare Tapinhoa wood casks and finished for 
6 months in Hardy Cognac barrels. Limited run of 
600 bottles, released August 2020.
abv: 40% Price: $150
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96 Exhibit A Goody Two Shoes Kölsch Style Ale 
(Kölsch; Exhibit A Brewing, MA). This is the 

beer, pint after pint, that delivers on the proper bal-
ance of the four main ingredients without weighing 
down the palate. Slightly fruity, with a floral hop 
character and a touch of minerality, it’s a beer for 
all occasions. It facilitates a good time and puts a 
jump in your step. 
abv: 4.5%  Price: $11/16oz 4 pack 

95 Westbound & Down/Bierstadt Lager Chicago 
Peaks Kölsch (Kölsch; Westbound & Down, 

CO). For full review see page 39. 
abv: 5% Price: $12/16oz 4 pack 

94 Springdale Kölsch Money (Kölsch; Spring-
dale Beer Co., MA). Golden yellow in color, 

with citrus accents, this is a beer you can drink all 
day, any day. An orange peel note emerges as the 
glass empties, along with a honey-like malt flavor. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $16/16oz 4 pack 

93 Blackberry Farm Goat Hill Golden Ale (Kölsch; 
Blackberry Farm Brewery, TN). This beer 

would be a welcome reward after a long day of activ-
ity. Not just for refreshment, but it challenges the 
taste buds with perfumy, floral hops that lead into a 
sweet and slightly fruity palate. It’s a rounded, full 
flavored pour.
abv: 5% Price: $12/12oz 6 pack 

92 Three Weavers Seafarer Kölsch-style Ale 
(Kölsch; Three Weavers Brewing, CA). This 

beer is clean and refreshing, with a touch of sweet-
ness on the finish. It has a little hop bitterness that 
appears on the midpalate and builds toward the fin-
ish in pleasing earthy and citrus-laden accents. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $12/12oz 6 pack 

91 Dovetail Kölsch (Kölsch; Dovetail Brewery, 
IL). This is a crisp and slightly fruity Kölsch 

that delivers on refreshment sip after sip. Some will 
call this a lawnmower beer, but it is better suited 

for patio conversations, in a proper glass, with no 
immediate plans on the schedule. 
abv: 4.6% Price: $12/16oz 4 pack 

91 Rosenstadt Kölsch (Kölsch; Rosenstadt Brew-
ery, OR). This pours a dark yellow gold with 

a robust head. Whiffs of mineral water and bready 
malt arrive first, followed by earthy, slightly spicy 
hops. This glass would quickly empty over long 
afternoon conversation with friends. 
abv: 5.1% Price: $12/12oz 6 pack

90 Four Peaks Tribute Sunbru Kölsch-style Ale 
(Kölsch; Four Peaks, AZ). This offers jaunty 

combination of ale sweetness and lager crispness, 
with a fruity thread bringing it all together. It is 
refreshing as all get out, is made for hot days. 
abv: 5.1% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack 

90 Odell Kindling Golden Ale (Kölsch; Odell 
Brewing, CO). This kölsch is on the sweeter 

side, with a noticeable caramel malt note and a 
sweet flan finish. The hops play in the background 
alongside a slight citrus note. It’s full bodied and 
fun to drink.
abv: 5% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack 

90 Prost Kölsch (Kölsch; Prost Brewing; CO). 
This ale offers forward aromas of miner-

als and hops, with a clean malt profile and slightly 
fruity finish. It’s a proper day drinking beer at the 
ballpark or at home listening to the broadcast from 
the first pitch to the last out. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack

89 10 Barrel Reel Good Summer Ale (Kölsch; 10 
Barrel Brewing, OR). This thirst quencher is 

a little heavy handed on the malt. A spicy, earthy 
hop character balances well against the semisweet 
finish. This is a collaboration with Trout Unlimited.
abv: 5% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack

89 Black Flannel Dent Head Kölsch-style Ale 
(Kölsch; Black Flannel Brewing, VT). Slight 

haze and a thin head on this bright malt forward 
ale. A cereal grain malt profile grows as a medium 
body keeps refreshment close at hand with a bit of 
a filling quality. 
abv: 4.8%  Price: $20/ 12oz 6 pack 

89 KC Bier Kölsch (Kölsch; KC Bier Co., MO). 
Golden yellow with a slight chill haze, this 

moderately hopped Kölsch has a sweet malt thread 
from beginning to end. A growing earthy hop bitter-
ness emerges on an otherwise dry finish. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack

89 Von Trapp Kölsch (Kölsch; Von Trapp Brew-
ing, VT). Golden with a slight haze, this is 

a full-bodied ale with a creamy body and lemony 
accents. A spring camping beer or just right for a 
few rounds after softball practice. 
abv: 5% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack 

 

B
efore small American craft brewers 
began making lagers by the barrel, they 
embraced the kölsch. Fermented with ale 
yeast and cold lager temperatures, this 

hybrid is both fruity and crisp, and well-made 
examples are prized for their subtlety.

The style has its origins in Cologne, 
 Germany, where it is brewed to precise specifi-
cations and falls under the Rein-
heitsgebot, or brewing purity 
law. It is a beer meant for gath-
ering and comradery and in the 
city of its creation there are 
rituals involved with its con-
sumption. Pubs and brewer-
ies that will serve round after 
round to patrons, making a tick 
mark on a coaster to indicate the number of 
glasses served. When the drinker has finally 
had enough, the check marks are tallied and a 
bill issued. That is not as commonplace in the 
U.S. nor is the proper glass: a Stange, a tall nar-
row glass.

For small breweries that opened in the U.S. 
in the 1980s and 1990s, kölsch was an ale that 
could be served to traditional lager drinkers. 

Yet the style remains popular today both in 
 Germany and the U.S., where brewers largely 
stick with tradition rather than seeking to add 
bells and whistles to their recipes. The style 
provides a soft malt character, a low hop pro-
file and a playground for yeasty flavors to un 
 rampant, although some brewers occasionally 
seek to push the envelope both in alcohol and 

hoppy characteristics.
Some breweries choose to 

call their kölsch a golden ale or 
even a summer ale, and while 
that is a bit of marketing, it still 
makes sense. The style is per-
fect for the summer months 
or anytime cool refreshment is 
called for. With mid to low alco-

hol and an unadorned nature, it is a great beer 
for the beach or a reward after some yardwork.

Look for a kölsch that is pale yellow in color, 
with a crystal-clear pour and a modest head. It’s 
one of the best options for stocking a cooler in 
the hot months of the year. A Stange is not nec-
essary but encouraged. 

Cheers!
 —John Holl

Clink glasses with some kölsch 
BEER

The style is perfect 
for the summer 

months or anytime 
cool refreshment is 

called for.
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89 Wallenpaupack Hallertau Blanc Kölsch 
(Kölsch; Wallenpaupack Brewing Co., PA). 

Hop accented orange blossom and slightly pine and 
floral. It’s an American version of the style bigger on 
flavor, but jaunty in the glass with inviting aromas 
that bring you back sip after sip.
abv: 4.9% Price: $12/16oz 4 pack 

88 Gigantic Kölschtastic (Kölsch; Gigantic 
Brewing Co., OR). A malt-forward ale with a 

touch of rustic grain and earthy hops. Pours golden 
yellow and clear with a thin head that well-laces 
the glass. A reliable afterwork beer that welcomes 
relaxation. 
abv: 5.2% Price: $4/500ml

88 Mast Landing Rooftops (Kölsch; Mast Land-
ing Brewing, ME). Hazy straw yellow in color 

this has a soft, subtle sweetness and lemony under-
tones. Light on the malt, and delicate fruit through-
out this is a backyard crusher or perfect for tailgat-
ing before a concert. 
abv: 5.2%  Price: $10/16oz 4 pack

87 Cerebral Inhabited Form (Kölsch; Cerebral 
Brewing, CO). The brewery calls this a “dry 

hopped oat lager” that was aged in a wooden foeder 
as well as a stainless-steel fermentation tank. Brim-
ming with new world hops and a tropical fruit and 
assertive citrus aroma, this hazy golden yellow beer 
is a modern interpretation of a Kölsch for sure. 
abv: 5.8% Price: $12/16oz 4 pack 

87 Sion Kölsch (Kölsch; Radeberger Gruppe, 
CT). A sweet malt forward ale with caramel 

undertones. Pours dark golden with a robust head, 
it is an easy sipper for those with a fondness for 
sweets. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $15/12oz 6 pack

86 Genesee Ruby Red Kolsch (Kölsch; Genesee 
Brewery, NY). A hunt to find flavors of the 

base beer prove fruitless as the red grapefruit fla-
voring in this ale is dominant. Bright and zesty cit-
rus aromas with a touch of tangy citric acid land 
like a pungent hammer on the aroma but is softened 
in the palate. On those days where the temperature 
hovers near triple digits, this ale, ice cold, and some 
shade are a winning combination. 
abv: 4.5% Price: $10/12oz 12 pack

86 Upper Hand Laughing Fish (Kölsch; Upper 
Hand Brewing, MI). Dark golden and low 

carbonation, the brewery calls this a refreshing 
summer ale, and at the end of the day, after a long 
day on the lake this works well to transition from 
brighter beers of the mid-afternoon sun to heavier 
ales for the dinner hour. It’s a transition with a bit 
of caramel sweetness. 
abv: 4.9% Price: $9/12oz 6 pack

85 Mast Landing Everybody/Everywhere 
(Kölsch; Mast Landing Brewing, ME). Full 

bodied and lively, this ale has a creamy quality to 
the body and an almost corn-like grain aroma that 
gives it an overall rustic feel. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $10/ 16oz 4 pack 

83 Seedstock Kölsch (Kölsch, Seedstock Brew-
ery, CO). A warm weather appropriate ale 

with some additional character. Not a Kölsch in the 
traditional sense but accented with aromas of bak-
ing spices and graham cracker. 
abv: 4.2% Price: $NA

82 Urban South Who Dat (Kölsch; Urban South 
Brewery, LA). A grain-forward ale that is 

gritty at times. Rustic overall, with a decided lack 
of crispness. 
abv: 5% Price: $10/12oz 6 pack 
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94 Referend 2018 The Bees of the Invisible 
(Specialty Honey Beer; The Referend Bier 

Blendery, NJ). An assertive funky ale with under-
tones of nectarine, white peach, and apricot. 
There’s a rustic quality to the malt that makes this 
feel like a field at harvest, and even with robust car-
bonation there is a medium body heft that gives this 
beer some weight, without weighing down the pal-
ate. Tart and refreshing just right for warm weather 
drinking. 
abv: 7.1% Price: $36/750ml

94 Side Project La Ruche Blend #3 (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Side Project Brewing, MO). 

A simple saison with great depth. Slightly funky 
on the nose but with a crisp water profile, flavors 
of orange peel, wildflowers, and graham cracker. 
Brewed with local honey, there is sweetness to the 
body and a semi-dry finish that perks up the nectar 
a bit more. Refreshing and restorative, this is a beer 
to share with close friends. 
abv: 6% Price: $20/750ml

94 Trillium Bees American Wild Ale with Honey 
(Specialty Honey Beer; Trillium Brewing Co., 

MA). An aggressively carbonated, dry, and satisfy-
ing American wild ale. There’s a touch of funk on 
the nose and palate that has a soft leathery flavor. 
Underripe berries, a tough of crystalized honey, and 
a sweet cracker flavor are all attributes to enjoy as 
this bottle quickly empties. 
abv: 7.4% Price: $6/330ml

93 Black Project Super Dreadnought (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Black Project, CO). There is 

nothing small about this beer and it delivers in a big 
way. Rolling aromas of ripe pineapple flesh, passin 
fruit and a deep sweetness are the hallmarks of this 
spontaneous ale made in collaboration with Super-
stition Meadery. The honey adds body and depth 
to this tart, funky, and refreshing ale that would be 
well paired with cheesecake. 
abv: 8.8% Price: $28/500ml

92 Antiques on High Sobayu (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Antiques on High, OH). Brewed with 

buckwheat and conditioned on honey, this sour ale 
has all the tang you need from the first whiff to the 
last sip. With a pleasing graham cracker body, a can-
died lemon acidity, and hints of underripe straw-
berry, this amber-colored ale is a delight. 
abv: 6.7% Price: $9/375ml

92 Bottle Logic 2021 Barrel Aged Baklava Stout 
(Specialty Honey Beer; Bottle Logic Brew-

ing, CA). A decadent without being obscene pas-
try stout that seeks to mirror baklava. It succeeds 
well in showcasing a nutty and sweet character, 
with a thick, chocolate-heavy stout base. Aromas 
of almond paste and baked walnuts are front and 
center when this beer warms, and it finishes with a 
boozy vanilla kick. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $24/500ml

92 Revolution Honey Jacket Barleywine Ale 
with Honey (Specialty Honey Beer; Revolu-

tion Brewing, IL). Dark amber in color with garnet 
highlights, the nose is all fig, raisin, and plum, and 
the first sip will send your blood sugar spiking. This 
barleywine is the marriage of a blend that spent 18 
months in Bourbon and rye barrels, infused with 
honey from the brewery’s rooftop hive. It’s a sipper 
for those who enjoy aggressively sweet. The booze 
is tamped down, but noticeable. The age of the base 
beer, by way of oxidation, is present and adds to the 
overall package. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $40/ 12oz 4 pack

91 18th Street Churrolicious Pastry Stout (Spe-
cialty Honey Beer; 18th Street Brewery, IN). 

Pours a thick inky black with a prominent mocha 
colored head. This rich, decadent stout is a col-
laboration between 18th Street and Sun King, two 
well-known and well-regarded Indiana breweries 
to commemorate Stout Day. In addition to sweet 
chocolate, cinnamon, and strong coffee there are 
aromas of cherries and vanilla, like the flavoring in 
Coca-Cola or a cherry cordial with an extra kick. A 
stout to wind down the day, give on Valentine’s Day, 
or to indulge when a sweet tooth is yelling loudly. 
abv: 9%  Price: $12/12oz 4 pack

91 Cascade Honey Ginger Lime (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Cascade Brewing, OR). There’s no mis-

taking the ginger in this sour ale. Assertive on the 
nose well before the glass gets close, and then it 
delivers on the palate with a spicy bite and lingers 
in the finish. Lime zest helps keep the spice in check 
and ads additional pops of flavor. Fun to sip and pair 
with sugar cookies. 
abv: 6% Price: $6/12oz 6 pack

91 Pure Night on Ghost Mountain Batch #1 (Spe-
cialty Honey Beer; Pure Project, CA). Jammy 

with aromas of boozy berry and oak, this is a collab-
oration with Lost Cause Meadery and is served still. 
Some initial harshness on the nose quickly blows 
off into a lovely, deep purple sweetness. There’s also 
a savory character here that makes the beer ale feel 
decadent. Bottled November 2020 and can age. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25/375ml

 

H
oney is a remarkably difficult ingredient 
to brew with. The idea of what our brains 
think honey tastes like and the reality is 
often different. Real honey—depending 

on the flowers the bees collect nectar from—
can have wildly varied tastes, often earthy and 
floral but also spicy or nutty.

While most often associated with mead, 
honey has been slowly oozing 
into the beer scene as brew-
ers seek to unlock its poten-
tial in lagers and ales. It can be 
used as an ingredient in multi-
ple ways in the brewing process, 
from being in a coolship when 
wort is pumped in, to being 
added in a whirlpool or during 
 fermentation. There are even 
some breweries that are exclusively using honey 
as a sugar source for bottle conditioning, or sec-
ondary  fermentation.

The National Honey Board has been push-
ing into the beer world, acting as a resource 
for brewers who are interested in using the 
ingredient in beers. It even hosting an annual 
 competition for specialty honey beers.

Overall, honey adds some sweetness but 
also lightens up the body of a beer and can help 
smooth out rough edges found in some recipes. 
It’s rare that “honey” will be the first thing to 
pop into the brain when tasting, but well-done 
versions reveal the bee’s hard work after sev-
eral sips.

Brewers who are making specialty honey 
beers are often collaborating 
with meaderies or working with 
local apiaries, fostering a sense 
of community and agriculture 
and opening the world of fla-
vors to drinkers who might have 
been previously unfamiliar.

There are dozens of varieties 
of honey that offer nuance and 
delightful flavors, and tasting 

the difference between alfalfa, clover, heather, 
sour wood, buckwheat, meadowfoam or even 
orange blossom and Tupelo honey is a challeng-
ing and rewarding olfactory exercise.

So, while some see them as a pest, here’s 
a plea to leave the bees alone. Their buzzing 
around might soon wind up in your glass.

 —John Holl

Buzzworthy honey beers
BEER

Honey has been 
slowly oozing into 
the beer scene as 
brewers seek to 

unlock its potential 
in lagers and ales.
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90 Cape May Honey Porter (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Cape May Brewing Co, NJ). A full tilt 

roasted porter with a smooth and creamy body, 
herbal, woody hops in the middle, and a touch of 
sweetness at the end. Espresso, bitter chocolate, 
and a touch of burnt toast are dominant, but there 
is a bit o’ toffee at the finish that evokes the pres-
ence of honey. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $12/ 12oz 6 pack

90 Haymarket Harold’s Honey Ale (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Haymarket Pub and Brewery, 

IL). A clear dark copper-colored ale with a spicy 
herbal nose, spicy hop bite, and smooth caramel 
malt finish. Brewed to honor the founder of a local 
chicken restaurant chain, this would pair well with 
the cold leftovers of the signature fried chicken dish 
the next day. 
abv: 5.3% Price: $11/12oz 6 pack 

90 Hobbs Wannabee (Specialty Honey Beer; 
Hobbs Brewing Co., NH). With flavors and 

aromas of a hot toddy without the booze, this dark 
golden ale has a slick mouthfeel, robust personal-
ity, and citrus acidity that is tempered by a honey 
sweetness. In all, the deft use of ingredients causes 
the can to empty quickly, and can be enjoyed any 
time of year, no warming required. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $15/16oz 4 pack 

90 Beestly Organic Honey Porter (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Hopworks Urban Brewery, OR). 

A roasty and sweet porter with a low head but big 
aromas of dark roast coffee, low herbal hops, and 
a natural sweetness from the honey that also adds 
body. A brunch beer that would pair well with 
toasted sourdough and homemade marmalade. 
abv: 6%  Price: $11/12oz 6 pack 

90 Primitive Friends with Blendefits Heather 
Honey (Specialty Honey Beer; Primitive 

Beer, CO). Brewed in collaboration with Amalgam, 
this deeply floral wild ale is like being in a flower 
shop in the middle of a wildflower meadow. The 
aroma is strong, inviting, and leaves the sensation 
of pollen on your nose after a big sniff. Citrus acidity 
and some aged hop bitterness appear in the middle, 
and it finishes mostly dry with a touch of sweetness. 
abv: 3.3% Price: $23/750ml

89 Amalgam The Apiculturist (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Amalgam Brewing, CO). An oak-for-

ward ale with hints of whiskey, vanilla, and spicy 
sugar. The vanilla grows with each sip and there are 
whisps of cinnamon that appear and fade as well, 
still the wood endures which helps lead to a dry tan-
nin finish. 
abv: 6.3%  Price: $25/750ml

89 Creature Comforts Common Things (Spe-
cialty Honey Beer; Creature Comforts, GA). A 

soft and funk restrained saison that has a pleasing 
fruitiness and sweetness that comes on early and 
lasts through the dry finish. The color of golden 
honey with a low head and slight cloudiness, there 
is an earthy, aged hop note that develops with each 
new sip, bringing a little bitterness that well bal-

ances out the sugar. A thoughtful saison that makes 
the most out of locally sourced honey. 
abv: 6.2% Price: $14/750ml

89 Finback Continuum (Specialty Honey Beer; 
Finback Brewery, NY). Refreshing with a 

citrusy acidic thread that comes on early and is 
intertwined through flavors of deep honey, tart ber-
ries, graham cracker, and a juicy plum note. It gets 
the tastebuds and salvatory glands grooving in an 
enjoyable way while hiding its high abv.
abv: 10.2% Price: $14/500ml 

89 Primitive Friends with Blendefits: Alfalfa 
Honey (Specialty Honey Beer; Primitive Beer, 

CO). An assertively carbonated wild ale conditioned 
on alfalfa honey and brewed with Amalgam, this 
is semi-sweet and satisfying with an alcohol that 
encourages a long afternoon conversation with 
friends. Wheat forward rustic grains, a low herbal 
hop content, and a bright acidity are pillars that 
hold up this well constructed ale. 
abv: 3.3% Price: $23/750ml

88 Bolero Snort Flight of the Bumbull Bee 
(Specialty Honey Beer; Bolero Snort Brew-

ery, NJ). A collaboration with Cigar City Cider and 
Mead, this double IPA is brewed with orange blos-
som honey and delivers on the citrus. A big, dank, 
orange-forward ale that is chewy, pungent, and 
leads to the fun kind of bad decisions. 
abv: 8.1% Price: $16/16oz 4 pack

88 Cerebral Last Scion (Specialty Honey Beer; 
Cerebral Brewing, CO). A bit of a kitchen 

sink beer, but it all works to the taste bud’s great 
benefit. A mixed culture ale aged in Bourbon bar-
rels, and then fermenters, with Viognier grapes, 
apricots, nectarine, and radish honey. The result 
is a slightly musty with age woody fruit-forward 
blend that feels at home in a well appointed home 
library, complete with leather chair. At times there 
are pricks of spice and a nuttiness, quickly followed 
by mellow sweetness and tartness. 
abv: 9.3% Price: $16/500ml

88 Indeed Mexican Honey Light (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Indeed Brewing Co., MN). A 

refreshing, slightly sweet, citrus forward lager with 
a little bit of herbal character and a rustic finish. 
Hits the spot on blazing hot days poolside, or when 
the need for light sugary refreshment hits. 
abv: 5.2% Price:$10/12oz 6 pack

88 Rogue Honey Kolsch (Specialty Honey Beer; 
Rogue Brewing, OR). A dark golden, verging 

on orange and slightly hazy ale, that leans into the 
citrus nature of its color through flavor. Whisps of 
orange and tangerine, with a sweet thread through-
out, this is an easy drinking beer with a little body 
and great range for a variety of meals. 
abv: 5.2% Price: $12/12oz 6 pack

87 Flounder Hill St. Honey (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Flounder Brewing Co, NJ). This grain 

aroma forward blonde ale is both sweet and dry, 
with sprinkles of perceived crystalized sugar that 

keep the tastebuds active. Flowery and light with 
a wheaty finish, this is a midsummer sipper that 
keeps you refreshed and interested while tending 
the grill. 
abv: 5%  Price: $20/$16oz 4 pack

87 New Glarus Cabin Fever (Specialty Honey 
Beer; New Glarus Brewing, WI). A bock beer 

with full-bodied warming attributes. Pours dark 
golden with a fluffy white head, it carries a malt-
forward aroma, country field at harvest, and an 
herbal sweetness. A tailgating companion for Sat-
urday afternoons. 
abv: 7%  Price: $8/12oz 6 pack

86 BarrieHaus Citrusitas (Specialty Honey Beer; 
BarrieHaus Beer Co., FL). Candied orange 

juice on the nose and a fast flash of citrus that 
quickly fades on the palate. A crisp, easy drinking 
lager that feels at home for a weekend brunch or 
alongside a summer salad. 
abv: 4.5% Price: $NA/16oz 4 pack

86 Finback Whale Watching: Sea Turtles (Spe-
cialty Honey Beer; Finback Brewery, NY). 

A stout with flavors akin to a box of Cracker Jack. 
Slightly salty, sweet, with a nuttiness and overall 
dessert quality, this might necessitate a trip to the 
dentist, but it’ll be worth it.
abv: 12.2% Price: $22/500ml

86 Indeed Mexican Honey (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Indeed Brewing Co., MN). A lager with 

a kick. Golden and clear with a low head, slight flo-
ral citrus notes, a bit punch of alcohol heat, and a 
hoppy bitter finish. The beer evens out quickly, as 
the floral becomes more apparent, the citrus takes 
on more of a zest quality. Too many of these will put 
you down quick. 
abv: 8% Price: $12/16oz 4 pack 

85 Montclair Aged White House (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Montclair Brewery, NJ). There’s 

a firm body to this beer that can be attributed to the 
honey, but the flavor of the nectar is overwhelmed 
by oaky, vanilla, boozy notes. Additional flavors 
and aromas of cola and woody mint give this some 
depth. 
abv: 6.3% Price: $6/16oz

85 Wagner Valley Gracette (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Wagner Valley Brewery, NY). Lively on 

the nose and assertive in the glass, this well-car-
bonated ale is floral and slightly sweet. Low bodied 
and refreshing, it feels suited to springtime sip-
ping, or when the need for the thought of warmer 
weather arises.
abv: 4.8% Price: $12 /32oz

84 Genesee Honey Brown (Specialty Honey 
Beer; Genesee Brewery, NY). More copper 

than brown, this clear-as-a-bell ale has a strong 
amount of sweetness. Flowery and slightly per-
fumey on the nose with a slick sweet finish. A spe-
cialty release from the brewery with a cult follow-
ing. 
abv: 4.5% Price: $10/12oz 12 pack
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84 Bhramari Flowable State of Being (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Bhramari Brewing, NC). A well-

hopped honey forward ale that well hides its above 
average abv. Pours a murky yellowish brown with an 
assertive head that laces the glass, it carries earthy 
aromas of flowers, country meadow and a touch of 
citrus. 
abv: 8.4% Price: $22/16oz 4 pack 


