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S
yrah’s ascension in Washington State has 
been swift. First planted in 1986 at Red 
Willow Vineyard in Yakima Valley, the 
grape almost immediately garnered atten-

tion, with high-quality bottles from the likes of 
McCrea Cellars and Glen Fiona in the 1990s.

Come 1997, Frenchman Christophe Baron 
planted the first in a series of vineyards on 
an ancient cobblestone river-
bed in Walla Walla Valley. At 
Cayuse Vineyards, Baron for-
ever changed Syrah’s fate in the 
state, putting a focus on single-
vineyard, terroir-driven wines. 
Two years later, K Vintners from 
Winemaker Charles Smith had 
its first offerings.

The success of these early 
advocates and others launched an entire indus-
try. Washington Syrah production was not even 
tracked until 1999. Today it is the third most 
produced red variety in the state and makes 
many of the region’s best wines.

The road to Syrah’s coronation in Washing-
ton has not been without speed bumps, how-
ever. As producers jumped on the bandwagon 

in the early 2000s, many made wines of medi-
ocre quality. Others that largely focused on Bor-
deaux varieties found Syrah a tough sell. Some 
growers and winemakers began to explore other 
grapes in the state, which now has more than 
100 varieties planted. Meanwhile Cabernet 
Sauvignon production surged, leaving Syrah in 
the rearview mirror.

Though Washington Syrah 
has yet to gain the broader con-
sumer awareness it deserves, 
growers and vintners continue 
to explore the variety’s full 
potential. Today’s wines show 
great finesse and diversity, 
with plentiful appellation and 
vineyard- driven differences. 
While Cayuse’s Walla Walla 

Valley offerings still set the standard for qual-
ity, other producers are now exploring areas like 
Horse Heaven Hills, Royal Slope and the upper 
reaches of Red Mountain with thrilling results.

King Cabernet will likely always dominate in 
a state where it makes up nearly 30% of pro-
duction, but look just off right and you will find 
Syrah as Washington’s queen.—Sean P. Sullivan

Get to know Syrah
WASHINGTON

It is the third most 
produced red 

variety in the state 
and makes many of 

the region’s  
best wines.
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93 MTR Productions 2016 Memory Found Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). Coming from the Rocks 

District, this wine sees extended time in barrel 
and bottle prior to release. The aromas bring the 
good old-fashioned funk, along with notes of tar, 
tapenade, potpourri, green olive and sea breeze. The 
palate is deft but shows plenty of intensity, linger-
ing for a long time on the tobacco-filled finish. It’s 
glorious. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $NA 

93 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2018 Foothills 
Reserve Estate Foothills in the Sun Vineyard 

Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). This wine comes from 
a vineyard in the foothills of the Blue Mountains, 
a region few other producers have explored. The 
aromas are expressive, with notes of sea salt, olive 
brine, kelp, tapenade, smoked meat and peony. Pil-
lowy soft, lithe, sophisticated savory flavors fol-

low. It shows plenty of hang time on the savory and 
flower-filled finish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $90 

93 W.T. Vintners 2018 Les Collines Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). The aromas 

erupt from the glass, with achingly pure, well-
delineated notes of pomegranate, dried herbs, 
huckleberry and violet. On the palate, there is an 
immediately noticeable perception of lower alcohol, 
with the flavors providing much of the feel, texture 
and structure. While it doesn’t have the roundness 
that alcohol brings, there is no shortage of intensity 
and depth of flavor. It’s thoroughly fascinating and 
enjoyable to boot, needing food to be appreciated. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $49 

92 Canvasback 2018 Red Mountain Syrah (Red 
Mountain). Canvasback is a Washington 

offering from Napa Valley’s Duckhorn. The aromas 

offer notes of plum, flower and olive. The palate is 
rich, with seamless dark fruit flavors that carry on 
the finish. It’s a power-packed, no-holds-barred 
offering of this variety, high on the hedonism scale. 
—S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $55 

92 DeLille 2018 Signature Series Syrah (Yakima 
Valley). Blue fruit aromas erupt from the 

glass, followed by notes of huckleberry, spice, cof-
fee and herb. It saturates the palate, covering it 
from end to end with blue and purple fruit flavors 
that sail on the finish. It has a big-time yum factor, 
nearly irresistible, with fruit and barrel both play-
ing big parts in the show. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $46 

92 W.T. Vintners 2018 Boushey Vineyard Bird-
house Block Syrah (Yakima Valley). Coming 

from one of the most coveted spots of this esteemed 
vineyard, this wine boasts aromas that draw you in, 
with notes of pomegranate, black pepper, smoked 
meat, dark cherry, raspberry and wet iron. The pal-
ate is all about purity, with the alcohol pulled back 
and the flavors in focus. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $49 

92 W.T. Vintners 2018 Gorgeous Destiny Ridge 
Vineyard Syrah (Horse Heaven Hills). This 

producer has been one of the wineries leading the 
way in exploring the potential for Syrah in the 
Horse Heaven appellation. The aromas offer high-
pitched notes of cherry, red fruit and sagebrush. 
The flavors are deft and fleet of foot but with plenty 
of depth and intensity. It requires food with it to 
be fully appreciated. Pair it with grilled lamb chops. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $35 

92 W.T. Vintners 2018 Grande Cote Boushey 
Vineyard Syrah (Yakima Valley). This wine 

comes from perhaps the most esteemed Syrah block 
in Washington. The aromas show dazzling purity, 
with notes of blue fruits, red fruits, dried herbs 
and spices. There’s textural depth and purity to the 
smoked meat, medicine and savory flavors, while it 
remains light on its feet. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $49 

91 Foundation 2019 The Silence Rockgarden 
Vineyard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). For full 

review see page 15.
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

91 Gramercy 2018 Les Collines Syrah (Walla Walla 
Valley). This wine hails from one of the val-

ley’s top Syrah sites. Bright, fresh herb aromas are 
out front, along with violet. Beyond that are notes 
of whole orange, tobacco leaf and whiffs of smoked 
meat. The palate is elegant and sumptuous. Pair it 
with seared flank steak. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 
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98 Holdredge 2019 Pratt-Sexton Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From the Pratt Vine-

yard on Sexton Road, thus the name, this memo-
rable wine offers a wealth of flavor and complexity. 
Cherry and strawberry fruit provide a deceptively 
light and fruity core beneath which lie forest and 
umami accents. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

98 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 Vallon de l’Aigle 
Syrah (Cornas). Notes of charred earth, 

salt and iron collide with piercing blackberry and 
plum in this opulent yet sharply filigreed Syrah. The 
producer’s flagship Cornas, this bottling is made 
only in outstanding vintages from the free-run juice 
of low-yielding 70-year-old vines. Glossy and rich 
yet weightless and airy, it’s delicious in youth but 
has decades of evolution ahead. Drink through 2040. 
Taub Family Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $272 

98 Massolino 2015 Vigna Rionda Riserva 
(Barolo). Camphor, underbrush, spice and 

brandy-soaked cherry are just some of the aromas 
you’ll find in this gorgeous red. The full-bodied palate 
combines firmness with finesse, delivering raspberry 
compote, ripe Marasca cherry, licorice and tobacco 
flavors framed in assertive, fine-grained tannins. It’s 
youthfully austere and needs time to fully develop 
but it’s already impressive. Drink 2025–2035. 
Vineyard Brands. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $194 

97 Holdredge 2019 Rochioli Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). This vineyard is 

among the best year after year across producers. 
Here, it lives up to every promise: tight and grippy 
at first, with perfumed layers of dark cherry, forest 
and textured tannin. It presents balanced richness 
and undeniable complexity, from hints of white 
pepper to nutmeg and cardamom shining through 
on the palate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

97 Holdredge 2019 The True Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). From the Sealift Vineyard, a high-

elevation site near Annapolis, this wine is perfumed 
and floral. With a rich hit of red fruit on the front of 
the palate, it shows persistent accents of tea, clove 
and forest balanced by laser-sharp acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $54 

97 Shafer 2018 One Point Five Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stags Leap District). This is a mus-

cular wine with a velvety backdrop—classic for the 
vintage and appellation. Silky tannins glide across 
a foundation of turned earth, crushed rock, clove 
and tobacco. The wine is hugely structured and 
grand. Dark plum, cherry and mocha flavors round 
out the profile. Enjoy from 2028–2035. Cellar  
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $98 
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96 At Large 2018 Amber Knolls Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Hills). This big but 

supple and saturated wine is densely packed with 
gorgeous flavors of black currant, black cherry and 
dark chocolate that well up on the palate and linger 
nicely on the long finish. Impressive concentration 
is backed by firm yet fine-grained tannins for a sur-
prisingly velvety texture considering the sheer mass 
of the wine. Best from 2026–2036. Cellar Selec-
tion. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $80 

96 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Hapgood Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Fresh, crisp and engaging 

aromas of wild strawberry, green peppercorn, bay 
leaf and pine needle are enlivening on the nose of 
this bottling. The palate works similar magic, pair-
ing fresh red cherries and raspberries with flavors 
of incense and more peppercorn, proving intensely 
vibrant and utterly delicious. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

96 Daou 2018 Soul of a Lion Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Adelaida District). A creamy black-

cherry aroma is balanced by toasted herbs and 
roasted coffee bean on the nose of this impressive 
bottling. There’s a firm structure to the dense pal-
ate, and the flavors are expertly cohesive, combining 
herbs and savory meat with blueberry and black-
berry. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $150 

96 Famiglia Anselma 2016 Bussia Vigna 
Pianpolvere (Barolo). Aromas of camphor, 

new leather, truffle, rose and a whiff of sandalwood 
form the fragrant nose of this fantastic wine. The 
aromas follow over to the full-bodied, firmly struc-
tured palate along with crushed raspberry, Morello 
cherry, tobacco and licorice. It closes on a note of 
rusty iron while tight, fine-grained tannins and 
vibrant acidity provide balance and an ageworthy 
structure. Drink 2026–2046. Crus & Stills. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $92 

96 Holdredge 2019 Indigo Dreams Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). Bright red-fruit 

notes lead to a smooth, supple midpalate of impres-
sive cohesion and elegance, with kicks of citrus, 
pomegranate and blood orange giving it lift. Despite 
the crisp, fresh undertones, it delivers powerful ten-
sion alongside brooding accents of cardamom and 
forest floor. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $54 

96 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 Les Ruchets Syrah 
(Cornas). This inky, intensely plummy 

Syrah balances rich, pulsating black-fruit flavors 
against lip-smacking cassis and accents of tapenade, 
charcuterie and blood. Sourced from 90-year-old 
vines and aged 22 months in oak (15% new), the 
penetrating wine is framed by fine, firm tannins 
and lingering notes of vanilla, chocolate and earth. 
Drink 2023–2040. Taub Family Selections. Cellar 
Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

96 Rex Hill 2018 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Rich, spicy and flat-out delicious, 

this outstanding wine delivers sweet barrel spices 
in abundance alongside a generous mix of red, blue 
and black berries. The barrel aging is spot-on, and 
there’s a wash of bacon as it fades. The immediate 
flavor impact, coupled with its overall power and 
concentration, elevate it to such a high ranking. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $58 

95 Arlaux 2002 Millésime Rare (Champagne). 
Disgorged in 2019, this wine was on its lees 

for 17 years. That has given this Champagne rich-
ness, though it still offers impressive freshness to 
balance the toasty flavors. It’s still lively, showing 
touches of yellow fruits and coiled citrus. It is ready 
to drink. Misa Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $160 

95 Diatom 2020 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). Fresh melon, Key lime and cel-

ery aromas make for a unique and refreshing nose 
in this tantalizing wine by Greg Brewer. The wine 
zips across the palate with vibrant, titillating acid-
ity, carrying flavors of sea shell, light herb and zesty 
citrus into the relentlessly grippy finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 
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95 Ernest 2019 Cleary Freestone Ranch  Bohemian 
Series Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Tempt-

ing black cherry and savory, woodsy flavors blend 
beautifully in this vivid, well-balanced and complex 
wine. A just-firm texture shows mild tannins and 
a crisp cranberry flavor that highlights the cherry, 
rosemary and mushroom notes. Aged in 40% new 
French barrels, it should be best from 2025. Cellar 
Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $95 

95 Ex Post Facto 2019 Syrah (Santa Barbara 
County). This is cool-climate Syrah on full 

amplification, courtesy of Greg Brewer. Aromas of 
cracked peppercorn, tar, graham cracker, raw lamb 
and elderberry show on the nose. The raw-meat fla-
vors of the nuanced while bold palate are intense, 
and dusted with accents of pepper, bay leaf, rose-
mary and lavender. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

95 Gary Farrell 2018 Ritchie Vineyard C hardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). With a crisp, focused 

entry of fresh acidity, this impressive white evolves 
to show a soft, textured midpalate, with touches of 
salt, stone and apricot. The latter fruit character is 
joined by complex hints of Meyer lemon and Gra-
venstein apple. It is cohesive throughout, with great 
structure and elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

 

95 Holdredge 2019 Petits Cadeaux Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine is intense, 

brooding and powerful, with a silky smooth texture 
and  seductive offerings of tree bark, cola, baked 
plum and cherry. Textured and layered, it lingers on 
accents of Chinese five spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $54 

95 Holdredge 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This wine is made from fruit across 

the appellation. Juicy and broad in rich coffee, blue-
berry and oak-spice flavors, it is framed in seam-
less, polished tannins and balanced acidity. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

95 Holdredge 2019 Rolling Thunder Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From the Riddle Ranch, 

the grapes all Pommard clone, this is an expansive 
and grippy red that shows wild notes of black tea, 
forest, clove and nutmeg. Supple tannins cloak a 
core of strawberry, pomegranate and hint of  cassis, 
showing formidable power met with p ersistent 
acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $54 

 

95 Holdredge 2019 Three Sisters Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). Grown at high 

 elevation near the ocean by the Martinelli family, 
this wine shows beautiful fruit and a perfumed nose 
of crisp sea air. Balanced richness provides a sense of 
elegance and enduring grace, with lightly spiced lay-
ers of cherry, pomegranate and orange peel that per-
sist through well-integrated tannin and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

95 Optik 2019 Block No. 11D1 Bien Nacido Vine-
yard Syrah (Santa Maria Valley). This col-

laboration between Winemaker Joey Tensley and 
the owners of Bien Nacido Vineyard expertly com-
bines the winemaker’s rich style with the property’s 
cool-climate fruit. Polished and pure aromas of vio-
let, baked blackberry and milk chocolate lean into 
a palate that’s loaded with dark, caramelized fruit 
and spiced with cracked pepper, teriyaki and floral 
flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $45 

95 Planeta 2018 Brut Metodo Classico Carri-
cante (Sicilia). Radiant and delicious, this 

lovely sparkler from grapes grown on the slopes of 
Mount Etna opens with inviting aromas of Spanish 
broom, underbrush, yellow stone fruit and Medi-
terranean scrub. The dry, focused palate delivers 
ripe yellow pear, nectarine, lemon drop candy and 
a hint of hazelnut alongside tangy mineral notes 
suggesting saline. Taub Family Selections. Editors’  
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 
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95 Ridgecrest 2020 Estate Dry Riesling (Ribbon 
Ridge). From the first vineyard planted in 

the AVA comes this sappy, complex, multifaceted 
wine. The layers, textures and accents are seemingly 
endless. Minerals, citrus, mint, anise, apple, jicama, 
lemon oil—the list goes on and on. It’s a wine that 
takes a deep dive and just keeps on going. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

95 Roar 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Mace and cherry 

compote aromas are clean and opulent on the nose 
of this bottling. There is a great sense of cohesion on 
the tense palate, with rich red fruits that are dusted 
in sagebrush and red licorice, and washed clean 
with a blast of acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

95 Tower 15 2018 Denner Vineyard Grenache 
(Paso Robles). Lompoc-based winemaker 

Aaron Walker headed north to source from this 
acclaimed vineyard, and the results are stunning. 
Aromas of crème de cassis, freshly smashed blue-
berry, dense cocoa and lively flowers lead into a 
rounded and ripe yet spicy palate of forest berry, juni-
per and cardamom. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $90 

 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Terra De Promis-
sio Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

Showing its coastal influences, this elegant wine 
offers black raspberry, plum and cola, with under-
lying freshness that persists on the lengthy pal-
ate. Rounded and showing a balanced richness, it 
impresses in its complexity and cohesion. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Aperture 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). This barrel-fermented white is 

sleek and textured, with underlying freshness and 
shocks of dried herb and spice. Apple skin, pear and 
a touch of melon combine with ease around supple 
freshness. It is blended with 2% Sémillon. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

94 Aperture 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexan-
der Valley). With small percentages of Mal-

bec, Merlot and Petit Verdot, this red succeeds in 
its cohesion and sense of richness. Supple tannins 
support a core of juicy red and blue fruit within an 
expansive and well-structured foundation of inte-
grated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

 

94 Attilio Ghisolfi 2017 Bussia (Barolo). A cam-
phor-like aroma mingles with forest floor, 

blue flowers and botanical herbs. Elegantly struc-
tured, the full-bodied palate features ripe Morello 
cherry, strawberry compote, star anise and tobacco 
framed in firm, fine-grained tannins. Drink 2027–
2032. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

94 Attilio Ghisolfi 2017 Bussia Bricco Visette 
(Barolo). Eucalyptus, scorched earth, 

pressed rose and sandalwood aromas slowly take 
shape in the glass. Firmly structured and elegant, 
the palate is still youthfully austere, offering dried 
cherry, blood orange, licorice and spice framed in 
tightly wound, close-grained tannins. Drink 2027–
2032. Quintessential Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $74 

94 Brandlin 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). From the producer’s high-

elevation site, and blended with 8% Cabernet 
Franc, 7% Malbec and 5% Petit Verdot, this is an 
earthy and brooding red. Sage, cedar and dark berry 
fruit combine around polished tannin and notes of 
crushed rock and dark chocolate, finishing with a 
tease of spicy clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 
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94 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). For a slightly reduced price, this 

appellation blend allows fans of this brand to check 
into the magic that Greg Brewer is up to. The floral 
nose is redolent of violet and scarlet roses as well as 
pomegranate and red currant. The palate zings with 
acidity, presenting bright and fresh flavors of rasp-
berry, citrus rind and herb. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

94 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade da Pimenta 
Grande Escolha (Alentejano). Made from 

selected grapes and aged in wood for six months, 
this wine has powerful fruits, impressive tan-
nins and dark layers of black-plum skin and lico-
rice. This big, boastful wine needs more time. 
Drink from 2024. Quintessential Wines. Cellar  
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

94 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Reserva (Alentejano). Fermented in 

open lagars, this wine is smoothly textured, ripe 
with open tannins and black fruits. Concentra-
tion comes from both the high alcohol and solid 
structure. The wine needs to age, so wait to drink 
until at least 2023. Quintessential Wines. Cellar  
Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

94 Chappellet 2018 Hideway Mountain Estates 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). From 

the producer’s Hideaway blocks on Pritchard Hill, 
this wine offers muscular intensity and structure. 
Tar, tree bark, oak and cedar lead the way to gravel, 
black pepper and wild berry, as the palate is thick 
and richly layered. It will age beautifully;  enjoy from 
2028–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $140 

94 CheckMate 2017 Opening Gambit Merlot 
(Okanagan Valley). Raising the bar for this 

much-maligned grape in British Columbia, this 
offers rich blackberry and black cherry fruit, silky 
tannins, a gentle hint of chocolate, and overall a 
smooth, full-bodied and instantly accessible palate. 
What sets it apart is the way threads of herb and 
earth wind sinuously through the finish. The overall 
balance is spot-on. Drink now–2029. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

94 CheckMate 2017 Queen Taken Chardonnay 
(Golden Mile Bench). Sourced from vines 

that date back almost a half century, this wine 
offers concentrated flavors of Mandarin, orange 
liqueur, Poire Williams and apple cider. It offers 
subtle warmth, with ripe fruit that punches through 
the long finish. It was aged 16 months in 44% new 
French oak, which brings a lingering taste of toasted 
almonds to the close. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $100 

94 Dauvergne & Ranvier 2018 Grand Vin (Côte-
Rôtie). Zesty blackberry and cassis are 

at the forefront of this wine, edged by nuances of 
leather, smoke, fur and lavender. While full bodied 
and luscious for a Northern Rhône Syrah, it’s 
balanced brightly in acidity and has an earthen, 
animal appeal. Soft in tannin, the wine is lovely 
already but should improve well through 2035. LGI 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

94 Epiphany 2018 Hampton Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). Heady aromas of 

blistered blackberry, dark cocoa, cappuccino and 
wood spice invite the nose into this single- vineyard 
expression from the eastern side of the Santa 
Ynez Valley. Chalky tannins and firm acidity frame 
rounded flavors of dark fruit, white pepper and 
vanilla. This will be a joy to drink for years. Drink 
now–2033. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

94 Holdredge 2019 Steiner–Dry Stack Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Mountain). From two sites 

at near-opposite ends of the appellation, this wine 
offers grip and power, with pretty, floral aromas and 
flavors of dried fruit. The texture is opulent and well 
integrated, with a plushness to the tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $54 
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94 Holdredge 2019 Upper Elevations Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). This combines the grapes 

of Three Sisters Vineyard, Sealift and Pratt-Sexton, 
which are all high-elevation, extreme sites. Spicy, 
stemmy and wild in nature, it offers forest and tea 
notes in spades, with full-bodied concentration and 
bold tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

94 Kehret 2018 Zinfandel (Amador County). 
Just plain yummy blackberry and black-

cherry aromas give this full-bodied wine an irre-
sistible entry before perfectly ripe and generous 
fruit flavors take over the palate. It reveals nuances 
of bay leaf, sage and clove with each sip, backed 
by good acidity and moderate tannins. It is a great 
debut for this Sierra-region winery. Best through 
2028. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $34 

94 Morgan 2019 Twelve Clones Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Bright aromas of 

pomegranate, orange peel, pepper and sea salt show 
on the nose of this clonal combination. Zesty, ener-
getic flavors of lemon and orange zest meet with a 
tart and snappy red-currant flavor on the palate, 
with oregano and cardamom adding complexity 
 toward the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

 

94 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Pali Vineyard Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). Hazel-

nut, lemon zest and brioche with apricot filling make 
for a rich but appealing nose in this bottling from 
the winery’s estate vineyard. There’s a creamy con-
sistency to the midpalate, where salted lemon-zest, 
tangerine-cream and white-rock flavors pick up a 
minty finish. Drink through 2038.  Cellar Selection. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

94 Peter William 2019 Daisy Creek Vineyard 
Viognier (Rogue Valley). This is pitch-

perfect Viognier, capturing both the aromatic and 
botanical highlights of the variety, as well as the 
powerful citrus and tropical fruits. The flavors 
mingle seamlessly, hitting spicy pinch points where 
they come into tight focus. In brief, this is textbook 
Viognier at the highest level. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

94 Rockpile Winery 2019 Jack’s Cabin Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Rockpile). From a site at nearly 

1,000-feet in elevation, Jack’s is an expansive loca-
tion for these grapes, which includes 6% Petite 
Sirah. Juicy, soft and layered in blackberry, it offers 
great acidity and earthy undertones of mineral, 
while the tannins and oak are integrated and sup-
portive. —V.B. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $49 

94 Tablas Creek 2019 Côtes de Tablas (Adelaida 
District). This is an extremely fresh and 

engaging blend of 44% Grenache, 30% Syrah, 17% 
Counoise and 9% Mourvèdre. Snappy aromas of 
raspberry, pomegranate, sumac and tea leaves lead 
into a brisk red-fruit and flower showcase on the 
palate, with pinches of white pepper and sage add-
ing nuance. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

94 Tenuta Roveglia 2018 Vigne di Catullo 
Riserva (Lugana). Vibrant and delicious, 

this opens with delicate, enticing scents of white 
spring flowers, stone fruit, beeswax, honey and 
citrus. Savory and rounded, the enveloping palate 
has structure and focus, doling out ripe yellow pear, 
white peach and lemon drop candy before closing 
on notes of saline and white almond. John Given 
Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

94 Waits-Mast 2017 Wentzel Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Hints of earth, 

leather and black tea weave through this delicate, 
almost soft-textured wine, giving it delicious com-
plexity that builds with each sip and lingers on 
the finish. It was aged for 16 months in 23% new 
French barrels for just a touch of oak spice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $47 
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93 Acri Wine Comapny 2019 Syrah (San Diego 
County). Deep tones of baked plum, roasted 

fig, cherrywood smoke, charred meat and a range 
of florals, from rose to violet, make for an elegant 
and interesting aromatic entry to the nose of this 
bottling. There’s ample texture to the sip, where 
red berry and cinnamon stick flavors lead into a 
cardamom– laced finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

93 Acumen 2020 Mountainside Rosé (Napa 
Valley). This is made entirely from  Merlot 

grapes grown at the producer’s high-elevation 
 Attelas Vineyard on Atlas Peak. With an inviting rose 
petal aroma on the nose, it offers a sinewy texture on 
the palate that carries flavors of pomegranate, rhu-
barb and lemon zest. It is lush yet balanced. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Antigal 2017 One La Dolores Vineyard Mal-
bec (Gualtallary). Deep blackberry, cas-

sis, prune, vanilla and graphite aromas open this 
powerfully built Malbec that’s fully saturated 
and fully oaked. Toasty blackberry flavors are dis-
tinctly chocolaty on the back side. The wine tastes 
of black licorice, café mocha and black pepper on 
the finish. Drink 2023–2030. Cork Alliance. Cellar  
Selection. —M.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

 

93 Argiolas 2020 Is Argiolas (Vermentino di 
Sardegna). You’ll find aromas of ripe yellow 

peach, citrus and honeydew in this delicious, full-
bodied white. On the rounded, savory palate, tangy 
acidity lifts lime, Mediterranean herbs and lemon 
drop candy before an energized saline finish. LLS–
Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

93 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Escolha dos Enólogos (Alentejano). The 

winemakers (enólogos) at this producer like Ali-
cante Bouschet, which is 50% of this blend. This 
young wine shows density and rich concentra-
tion, with tannins that give power. It needs time to 
soften, so wait until 2024. Quintessential Wines. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

93 CheckMate 2017 Black Rook Merlot (Okana-
gan Valley). This is a fine-tuned expression 

of the Black Sage Bench terroir. The precise black 
cherry and cassis flavors are sculpted and high-
lighted with a streak of espresso alongside charcoal 
and wood smoke. The tannin management, often 
a challenge in this region, is spot-on. All new oak 
aging for 21 months is not too much, and the finish 
lingers with licorice, tobacco and tea. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

 

93 CheckMate 2017 Knight’s Challenge Chardon-
nay (Okanagan Valley). A vineyard selection 

from the Sunset Vineyard on the Black Sage Bench, 
this is fresh and spicy, with a light, peppery cast. 
Complex and textural, it mixes lychee, green tea, 
apple, white peach and light barrel flavors. Two-
thirds was fermented with wild yeast, and the wine 
was aged 16 months in 44% new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

93 CheckMate 2017 Little Pawn Chardonnay 
(Okanagan Valley). This single-vineyard 

selection is wild yeast fermented and aged for 16 
months in 46% new French oak. It offers flavors 
of citrus and apple, with a wet stone frame. There 
are further highlights of sea salt and fennel, and the 
overall elegance doesn’t shorten the length. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

93 CheckMate 2017 Silent Bishop Merlot (Okan-
agan Valley). The black cherry fruit pen-

etrates from start to finish, with ample acidity and 
silky tannins. There’s a dark streak of earth, char 
and coffee grounds that punches up the finish with 
a pleasing bitterness. It plays well against the sweet 
cherry fruit and continues on through with astrin-
gent tea and tobacco highlights. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 
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93 Epiphany 2018 Rodney’s Vineyard Mourvèdre 
(Santa Barbara County). Sanguine, meaty 

aromas meet with roasted red plum, incense and 
sage on the intense nose of this bottling. It’s rich 
and rugged on the palate in pleasing ways, with a 
roasted plum core that’s lifted by plenty of spice and 
herb tones. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

93 Epiphany 2018 Rodney’s Vineyard Petite 
Sirah (Santa Barbara County). Iodine,  violet, 

tar and plum extract aromas show on the nose of 
this bottling from the Fess Parker family’s estate. 
It’s very tarry on the rich palate, where darkly 
charred fruit, dried meat and crushed herb flavors 
converge. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

93 Folded Hills 2018 Grant Grenache (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Very light in the glass, this 

wine offers plenty of soil, crushed rock and baked 
red-fruit aromas. The palate is tense in feel, with 
ample flavors of cranberry, orange rind, sea salt and 
pepper. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $41 

 

93 Gary Farrell 2018 Sanford & Benedict 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Candied 

raspberry and pomegranate meet with crumbled 
hibiscus and light herb aromas on the nose of this 
bottling from the region’s seminal vineyard. There 
is plenty of depth to the palate, where red flower, 
cranberry and orange peel flavors are wrapped in a 
compelling and energetic texture. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

93 Glunz NV Angelica Mission (California). This 
wine pays homage to the old Angelicas of 

Spanish colonial history. It pours a caramel color, 
loaded with aromas of brown sugar, maple and 
Bourbon. Caramelized fruit cake and  caramel-apple 
flavors sing on the palate, which is salty and hot. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 18.5% Price: $38 

93 Grey Stack 2020 Four Brothers Rosé (Ben-
nett Valley). Made predominantly from 

Pinot Noir, with 5% Malbec, this is a sensationally 
satis fying wine that offers an inviting nose of rose 
and strawberry cream. The acidity is balanced and 
bright, accentuating a lemony finish and stone-like 
texture. —V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

 

93 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Canfield Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This 

medium-bodied wine is layered in dark cherry, 
strawberry and tea, with a grip of powerful tannins. 
It finds balance and complexity in accents of toasted 
oak, cola and baking spice, and is rich and rewarding 
to the end. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

93 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Noir Collection 
Edition No. 3 Pinot Noir (Green Valley). 

Buzzy, expansive and fresh, this is a classic varietal 
wine that is tangy in crisp, crunchy red fruit. Forest 
notes dominate and complement the fruit, wrapped 
in silky smooth tannin and integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

93 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Strata Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This estate-grown 

red is rich and sumptuous in red fruit, licorice and 
oak, with notes of baking spice and black tea. Bright 
acidity threads throughout the balanced, medium-
bodied frame, offering depth and a lasting finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 
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93 Kirkland Signature 2019 Cuvée du Terroir 
des Papes (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). This is 

a plump but concentrated blend of 70% Grenache 
augmented by equal parts Syrah, Mourvèdre and 
Cinsault. It offers blackberry and plum flavors that 
are ripe yet pure and penetrating. Struck by hints of 
graphite and white pepper and framed by fine, silky 
tannins, the wine is ready now but will hold well 
through 2029. Misa Imports. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $20 

93 L’Usine 2018 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Smooth aromas of cherry, sarsaparilla and 

cola are well integrated on the nose of this bottling. 
Baked red-fruit flavors dominate the palate, but 
peppery spices, pinches of herbs and lingering 
acidity complete the experience. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $67 

93 Longboard 2019 Rochioli Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Russian River Valley). This 

youthful wine takes time to open but is worth 
the wait, offering well-balanced layers of flowers, 
vanilla bean and pear. The structure is impressive 
and complex, adding to the overall  sophistication 
and enduring elegance. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49  

93 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Fiddlestix Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Dense aromas of baked 

boysenberry, black plum and mulling spices make 
for a detailed and decadent nose on this bottling. 
Polished tannins frame the rich but balanced flavors 
of black cherry, strawberry, mace, cinnamon and 
clove on the impressive palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

93 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Pali Vineyard Estate Grown 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Concentrated 

aromas of boysenberry, cola, lavender, lilac and 
wood spice make for a heady entry to the nose 
of this bottling. Flavors of roasted tomato and 
blistered cranberry are cut by orange peel, thyme 
and sagebrush on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

93 Peter William 2018 PWV Lot B-42 Reserve 
Syrah (Rogue Valley). A dark and sappy 

wine, this is loaded with briary black fruits and 
strong new oak flavors of toast and smoke. The 
espresso streak reflects the varietal purity, and the 
compact layers promise good aging potential. Citrus 
rind, maple syrup, bacon and lemony herbs weave 
tightly together as the wine winds down through 
an extended finish. Drink 2024–2030. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $39 

 

93 Ratti 2017 Conca (Barolo). Blue flower, 
botanical herb and French oak aromas 

come to the forefront. The full-bodied, elegantly 
structured palate offers dried cherry, pomegranate, 
licorice and crushed mint framed in taut, close-
grained tannins. A mineral note evoking saline 
lingers on the firm finish. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Tablas Creek 2019 Patelin de Tablas (Paso 
Robles). Elegant aromas of purple flower, 

rose petal, raspberry and asphalt show on the nose 
of this of blend of 37% Syrah, 35% Grenache, 23% 
Mourvèdre and 5% Counoise. It’s bright and floral 
on the palate, with rose tea and red currant flavors. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

93 V. Sattui 2018 La Merica (California). 
Delicious oak shadings add to an intricate 

complexity in this full-bodied, ripe and broad-
textured wine. Tempting aromas of tobacco, 
graphite and cedar lead to rich, chocolaty flavors 
of blackberries and black cherries surrounded by 
velvety tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $36 
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93 Venge 2019 Scout’s Honor Red Wine (Napa 
Valley). Offered at a great price, this blends 

63% Zinfandel with smaller amounts of Charbono, 
 Petite Sirah and Syrah. A mix of bramble berry and 
lifted acidity blends with plenty of gamy black pep-
per, toasted oak and baking spice to round out the 
picture. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $39 

93 Walson Holland 2018 Mélange Rouge (Central 
Coast). Savory charred meat and charcute-

rie aromas are dusted in pepper, sprinkled in soy 
and layered across roasted red plums on the nose 
of this bottling. It’s a rugged wine on the palate in 
a pleasant manner, offering notes of roasted meat, 
rich berry and cumin. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Authentique 2018 Keeler Estate Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This is sourced 

from a biodynamically farmed estate vineyard. It’s 
fermented with wild yeast, and a small percentage 
of whole clusters is included. It’s a dark, plummy 
wine, with aromatic hints of chicory and sage. The 
tannins are ripe and polished, and the barrel aging 
adds a dusting of coffee grounds. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $60 

 

92 Authentique 2018 The Corridor Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Winemaker Nicholas 

Keeler has a bit of the mad scientist gene, and it 
works well here. Spontaneous fermentation of whole 
berries, with a small percentage of whole clusters, 
amps up the details and textures of this wine. 
Just savory enough to complement the wild red 
berry and juicy cherry fruits, this shows little new 
barrel impact but that allows the nuanced herbal 
components to shine. Enjoy now–2026. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $42 

92 Beckmen 2019 Cuvee Le Bec (Santa Ynez 
Valley). This blend of 51% Syrah, 38% Gre-

nache, 6% Mourvèdre and 5% Counoise by Steve 
Beckmen starts with aromas of smashed berry, 
black tea, purple flowers and light cola spice on the 
nose. The palate is tense and grippy, with cranberry 
fruit leather, dried hibiscus and brown-spice flavors 
aligning. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $27 

92 Black Stallion 2018 Limited Release Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Deep and rich 

in blackberry, this wine is layered and softly inter-
woven in tannin and oak. The fruit is considerably 
concentrated, velvety and opulent, with accents of 
dark chocolate and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

 

92 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Touriga Nacional (Alentejano). This is a 

richly perfumed wine. Big tannins give the idea 
that it is powerful, but its main characteristics are 
elegance, balanced fruit and restrained intensity. 
It will age well. Drink from 2024. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 DeLille 2018 D2 (Columbia Valley). A blend 
of 67% Merlot, 28% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

3% Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Verdot, this wine 
is full of polish and class. The aromas are charming, 
with notes of black cherry, dark raspberry, flow-
ers and bittersweet chocolate. There’s impressive 
structure and balance to the red and black fruit fla-
vors. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Encosta do Guadiana 2018 Herdade Paço do 
Conde Reserva (Alentejano). Still young, 

this wood-aged wine holds excellent promise. Black 
fruits and dark tannins have been smoothed and 
receive extra richness from the wood. This dense 
wine needs more time. Drink from 2023. Diniz Cel-
lars. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 
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92 Folded Hills 2018 August Red Wine (Santa 
Ynez  Valley). A roasted plum aroma is dusted 

in light herbs and seasoning salts on the nose of this 
bottling. Tart red-fruit flavors and tangy herbs show 
on the sip, which offers a hint of cooler-climate 
styles while retaining some richness. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $46 

92 Gallegos 2020 Boekenoogen Vineyard Rosé 
of Grenache (Monterey County). Pale pink 

in the glass, this bottling hits the nose with clean 
and inviting aromas of chalk and strawberry. The 
palate is all about the tight texture, which makes 
a refreshing platform for the subtle flavors of pink 
fruit and light orange citrus. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $24 

92 Hearst Ranch 2018 Three Sisters Cuvée (Paso 
Robles). Aromas of roasted red plum and 

smoked meat show on the straightforward nose of 
this bottling. There’s a leathery tone to the palate, 
where baked red-fruit and thyme flavors coalesce. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

 

92 Holdredge 2019 Saralee’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). With a rich, soft 

opening of savory dark cherry and strawberry, this 
wine is opulently layered and inviting. Showing 
 stemmy spice and generous tannin weight, the 
finish is complex and lifted. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

92 J. Lohr 2019 Arroyo Vista Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). Clean and focused on the nose, this 

bottling begins with tightly wound aromas of chalk 
and lemon rind, with delicate citrus blossom, apri-
cot and pulverized sea-shell touches also arising. 
The palate is a bit more generous, with apricot glaze 
and white-blossom flavors, but that enveloping 
sea-shell component clings into the finish. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 L’Usine 2018 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). A pomegran-

ate aroma meets with black pepper and a loamy rich-
ness on the nose of this bottling. The palate is focused 
directly on rich black fruits, with lingering chai and 
cola spice elements adding depth. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $110 

92 Leoness 2017 Alessandro Vineyard Syrah 
(Temecula Valley). There’s a consistent 

magic to this vineyard in the hands of this winery. 
Savory aromas of pepper, bay leaf, Kalamata olive 
and blistered mulberry lead into an olive-laden 
palate of basil, cracked pepper and sagebrush atop 
red plums. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

 

92 MCV 2020 ALV Sauvignon Blanc (Paso 
 Robles). This is a refreshing counterpoint 

to this winery’s richer reds. Quite light in the glass, 
persistent aromas of lime, makrut lime leaf, lemon-
grass and a hint of guava show on the nose, which 
also offers a rainy cement minerality. The grippy sip 
frames ripe but fresh flavors of stone fruit and pas-
sionfruit. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

92 MCV 2019 Chef’s Choice (Paso Robles). Aro-
mas of roasted black plum, soy, black pepper, 

 lilac and savory meat come through on the nose of 
this blend, which Winemaker Matt Villard worked 
on with numerous Paso Robles chefs. Hearty, meaty 
tannins frame the mouth with a drying sensation, as 
flavors of blueberry cruise across the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $40 
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92 MCV 2019 Red (Central Coast). Darkly 
 focused aromas of cassis and blueberry are 

spiced up by vanilla and cardamom on the nose 
of this bottling. There’s ample weight to the thick 
palate, where blueberry, star anise and licorice 
flavors align. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $22 

92 Robert Renzoni 2016 Fiore di Fano ( Temecula 
Valley). This Super Tuscan-style blend 

of Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec and 
Cabernet Franc begins with aromas of mocha, 
 strawberry and wood oil on the nose. There’s a 
creamy wood flavor to the oak-kissed sip, where 
brighter red-fruit and citrus-rind flavors complete 
the show. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

92 Sketchbook 2019 Pinot Noir (Mendocino 
County). Nicely taut and well balanced, 

this reliable wine wraps its intricate cherry, black-
tea and black-currant flavors in light tannins and 
braces them with snappy acidity. Many flavor 
and textural elements combine for a harmonious 
balance.  Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

 

92 Troon 2020 Estate Vineyard Kubli Bench 
Vermentino (Applegate Valley). This is 

jaw-droppingly good, with a richness that speaks 
volumes about New World viticulture. Ripe peach, 
papaya and Meyer lemon anchors the palate. The 
phenolics put some stiffness around the lush fruit 
and an herbal frame around the trailing finish. Troon 
is a biodynamic vineyard practicing regenerative 
organic farming. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

92 Volker Eisele Family Estate 2016  Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Waxy and reduc-

tive at first, this wine opens slowly to reveal black 
olive, plum and a sinewy texture. It has balanced 
power on the midpalate alongside a mix of oaky char, 
dark chocolate and clove that finish in unison. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

91 Angels & Cowboys 2020 Rosé (Sonoma 
C ounty). Made from Grenache, this wine is 

light in color with an inviting, floral nose. Bright, 
zesty hits of grapefruit and tangerine dance around 
a svelte midpalate of focused acidity and lasting 
freshness. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

 

91 Barba 2018 I Vasari Old Vines (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). Savory aromas of olive and 

tomato paste meld with a rich blackberry jam core. 
The medium-bodied palate blends sweet and savory 
accents on top of plush berry flavors. Glossy tannins 
and bright acidity provide a well-meshed frame. 
Total Wine & More. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Cave Spring 2019 Riesling (Niagara Peninsula). 
Searingly tart, but fragrant with a touch of 

petrol, this punches through with crisp apple fruit, 
a hint of honeycomb and plenty of lemony acidity. 
Despite the low listed alcohol, it finishes dry, with 
just enough residual sugar to round off the biting 
acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $17 

91 Croix 2020 Fenceline Sauvignon Blanc 
(Russian River Valley).  Lively and floral, this 

white is densely layered with mineral-like slate and 
stone alongside apple skin and Meyer lemon. Crisp 
and creamy, it balances both sides of the equation, 
providing a lively, complex experience. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $44 
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91 Darque 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
Sourced from a vineyard in the western 

foothills of the Cascade Range, this stands apart 
stylistically from most Willamette Valley Pinots. 
It’s spicy, herbal and loaded with green peppercorn 
accents. There’s tart wild raspberry fruit and a 
touch of lemon running through the acidity. The 
flavors linger on through a long finish that adds 
an interesting note of Bourbon-soaked cherries. A 
quarter of the barrels were new. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Foundation 2019 The Silence Rockgarden 
Vineyard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). This 

wine is unmistakably from the Rocks District. The 
stem influence is upfront, with notes of grilled 
asparagus, Stargazer lily, fresh parsley and flowers 
in front of black and green olives. The palate brings 
an abundance of savory flavors, with gravel notes on 
the finish. Like many wines from this vintage, there 
is a sleekness to the feel. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

91 Gallo Signature Series 2018 Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Rich black-cherry aromas 

are topped with clove and vanilla on the nose of this 
bottling. Comfortingly  opulent flavors of caramel, 
toffee and dark-red fruits carry deep into the fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $57 

91 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Pinot Noir 
(Monterey County-Sonoma County-Santa 

 Barbara County). Indulgent, warm black-cherry 
and dark-chocolate flavors give this full-bodied 
wine a mouthfilling richness. A profusion of oak 
spices from cinnamon to nutmeg to toast add more 
complexity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). This smooth wine offers a 

moderate weight and polished tannins that carry 
deep notes of forest floor, black tea and a layering of 
red fruit. Crisp on the finish, it nicely represents the 
appellation and vintage. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

91 Kunde 2019 Block 4SB20 Estate Grown Sau-
vignon Blanc (Sonoma Valley). This wine is 

bright in acidity and lush in texture, with an elegant 
frame around sweet stone fruit and hints of grass, 
herb and earth. It shows balance and moderate 
weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

 

91 L’Ecole No. 41 2018 Apogee Pepper Bridge 
Vineyard (Walla Walla Valley). This wine is 

a blend of 56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 27% Merlot, 
14% Malbec and 3% Cabernet Franc. Aromas of 
black and red licorice, graphite, cocoa, cherry and 
barrel spices lead to palate-coating, creamy-feeling 
cherry and chocolate flavors. As always with this 
vineyard, there is a lot of structure behind the wine. 
Best after 2027. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 La Puerta 2018 Reserva Malbec (Famatina 
Valley). Blueberry, cassis, cardamom and 

wild herbs are not your standard aromas for Argen-
tine Malbec, which makes sense given that this 
comes from the Famatina Valley in interior La Rioja. 
A tight palate is slightly tannic and hot. Tastes of 
spice and pepper go with more common plum and 
berry notes. Oak spice stands out on a finish along-
side hints of lavender and cardamom. Drink through 
2023. EcoValley. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

91 Mauritson 2019 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Val-
ley). From a selection of grower vineyards 

and blended with 15% Petite Sirah, this is a widely 
accessible and desirable wine that shows notes of 
crushed rock and dried herb. Concentrated flavors 
of blackberry and cherry combine well to offer rich-
ness and plenty of reward. —V.B. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $41 
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91 Mikami Vineyards 2018 Zinfandel (Lodi). This 
ripe, luxurious and full-bodied wine was aged 

in 50% new French and American barrels. It offers 
delicious, late-picked blackberry and milk-chocolate 
flavors on a smooth texture that’s low in tannins. It’s 
mouthfilling and packed with pleasure. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $39 

91 Notre Vue 2019 G-S-M (Chalk Hill). Floral, 
full and fleshy, this richly layered and ripe 

red blends 51% Grenache, 20% Syrah and 29% 
Mourvèdre. Strawberry and vanilla flavors accent 
the creamy texture, with a lifted freshness to the 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $69 

91 Oak Ridge 2019 1906 Vintners Chardonnay 
(Lodi). Mature and complex aromas start off 

this full-bodied and deep-gold-colored wine with a 
bang, before rich pear, wonderful peach and toasted 
almond flavors kick in. The wine is unabashedly 
indulgent in its richness and ripeness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

 

91 Planeta 2020 La Segreta Grillo (Sicilia). 
White spring flower, grapefruit and Mediter-

ranean herb aromas follow through to the bright, 
savory palate along with notes of white peach and 
Meyer lemon. It’s an incredible value at this price 
point, with tang, saline and crisp acidity that ener-
gize the close. Taub Family Selections. Editors’  
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

91 Portlandia 2020 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). This is a very fine and versatile style of 

Pinot Gris, crisp as an autumn breeze yet dense with 
flavors of gooseberry, lime and green pineapple. The 
texture and depth elevate the palate impression and 
lengthen the finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

91 Portlandia 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). Despite the modest price, this blends 

fruit from some excellent Willamette Valley vine-
yards, including Olsen and Hyland. It’s dark fruited, 
and the tannins are a little grainy, with broad fla-
vors of espresso. Black cherry fruit comes out as the 
wine opens up and breathes, with accents of cin-
namon. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

 

91 RhonéA 2018 Bel Air (Beaumes-de-Venise). 
While lush in body, there’s a weightlessness 

to this fresh-fruited blend of equal parts Grenache 
and Syrah. Aromas of violets and tar accent ripe but 
pristine black plum and cherry on the palate. Supple 
tannins and a revitalizing mineral crush linger 
on the finish. Delicious young, this wine should 
drink at peak through 2026 at least. Metrowine 
Distribution. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $34 

91 San Simeon 2018 Estate Reserve Merlot 
(Paso Robles).  Focused aromas of blackberry 

jam, wood, baked soil and forest herbs on a hot sum-
mer day show on the nose of this bottling. There is 
a tense structure to the palate, where mahogany fla-
vors frame roasted red fruits. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

91 Scheid 2018 Estate Grown Merlot (Monterey). 
Cherry- cordial aromas meet with hints of 

shaved cocoa on the complex nose of this bottling. 
There’s a decent tension to the sip, where dark-fruit 
flavors are lifted by spices, light herbs and strong 
acidity, with savory notes of braised beef on the fin-
ish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 
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91 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars 2019 Karia 
Chardonnay (Napa Valley). Made in a full-

bodied style, with a grip of oak laden in baking 
spice, this wine is complex and well structured. 
Peach and pear flavors add to the richness and 
enduring softness of the texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Sunstone 2018 Eros (Santa Ynez Valley). Aro-
mas of tangy berries, loamy earth and baking 

spice converge on the nose of this estate blend of 
76% Merlot, 21% Cabernet Franc and 3% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Vanilla and espresso-bean flavors cling 
to a firm structure on the palate, where dark-berry 
elements start to emerge. Drink through 2031. Cel-
lar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

91 Terra d’Oro 2020 Pinot Grigio (Clarksburg). 
Fruity and well balanced, this lively wine 

exudes fresh pear and apple flavors on a slightly 
tangy texture. It’s inviting and refreshing; good for a 
thousand food pairings. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

 

91 Tooth & Nail 2019 Squad Series Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). This new, character-

driven line from Tooth & Nail is exciting, affordable 
and quite quaffable. Rounded and ripe cherry aro-
mas meet with cocoa and herbs on the nose, while 
the generous palate serves up juicy dark berry and 
cherry, with toasty oak and baking spice flavors. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $20 

91 Tornatore 2017 Trimarchisa Rosso (Etna). 
Made with 95% Nerello Mascalese and 5% 

Nerello Cappuccio, this has aromas of underbrush, 
ripe berries, new leather and eucalyptus. The 
brawny palate offers blackberry jam, dried Morello 
cherry and star anise alongside assertive, close-
grained tannins and the heat of evident alcohol. It 
closes on a saline note. LUX Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $85 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2020 Whole 
Cluster Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Fruity and forward, this bursts forth with candied 
cherries, marionberry jam and blueberry compote. 
Behind that wall of fruit are light acidity and just 
enough phenolic punch to keep the flavors ringing 
through the finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

 

90 A to Z 2020 Pinot Gris (Oregon). Loaded 
with flavors of freshly cut pears, this 

young and vibrant wine has no pretensions to be 
anything more than delicious. It’s clean and fruity, 
with balanced acidity and a hint of minerality. 
Remarkably versatile, make this one of your every 
day or weeknight white wine options. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Andis 2018 Painted Fields Amador Classico 
(Sierra Foothills). This big but smooth wine 

offers nicely concentrated black-fruit flavors and oak 
accents of cedar, vanilla and cinnamon. The luxuri-
ous texture is rounded by the ripe flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $25 

90 Balletto 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). With a ripe, inviting nose, 

this dry wine is expressive in candied cherry, peach 
and watermelon flavors, with layers of freshness 
and lively acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $20 

 



BUYINGGUIDE

18  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  OCTOBER 2021

90 Balletto 2019 Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River Valley). 

With a stone-like grippy texture, this wine expands 
on the palate to reveal crisp, bright layers of melon 
and citrus alongside a mélange of grapefruit, 
tangerine and blood orange that persists in 
freshness throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $20 

90 Benziger 2019 Pinot Noir (Monterey  County). 
Light raspberry and cranberry aromas are 

wrapped in caramel and herbs on the nose of this 
bottling. Oregano and marjoram flavors kick off a 
complex palate, where dried purple-flower, roasted 
plum and zesty lemon-peel flavors also pop. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Black Stallion 2018 Limited Release Red 
Wine Blend (Napa Valley). This blend is 

softly layered in dense, rich tones of plum and cherry, 
with a  rounded approachability and well-integrated 
tannin and oak. Chocolate, leather and clove accent 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2020 Cresta D’Oro 
Vineyard Rosato (Green Valley). Made from 

97% Pinot Noir and 3% Gamay sourced from an 
estate site once known as Three Arrows, this pink 
wine invites in cherry, strawberry and watermelon 
on the dry palate. A hint of rose petal gives it an 
understated elegance as its acidity refreshes. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Daou 2020 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). Ripe 
peach, red pear and Gala apple aromas 

show on the nose of this bottling. Toasty flavors of 
baked apple and seared lemon are rich on the palate, 
but hewn in by acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 DFJ Vinhos 2018 Aluado Reserva Alicante 
Bouschet (Lisboa). The deep color of Ali-

cante Bouschet is very evident in this wine. Full 
tannins and powerful black-cherry and plum fruits 
are enhanced by touches of wood aging. The wine is 
still a little young and will be at its best from 2022. 
Lionstone International. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

 

90 Dry Creek Vineyard 2020 Dry Chenin Blanc 
(Clarksburg). A touch of honey highlights 

this intriguing, light-bodied wine as it blends fruit 
and mineral flavors for a complex expression. It is 
consistently well made year after year. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

90 Dry Creek Vineyard 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
Fumé Blanc ( Sonoma County). Stainless-

steel  fermented without the use of oak for aging, 
this perennially impressive white is inviting in floral 
aromas of honeysuckle and apple blossom. Crisp 
layers of stone fruit keep it fresh and fruity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Falkner 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Temecula 
Valley). Fresh aromas of lime and white 

flowers are dusted in sea salt on the nose of this 
bottling. It’s lively and zesty on the palate at first, 
and then come more rounded, fuller bodied honey-
suckle and honeydew flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 
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90 Falkner 2019 Chardonnay (Temecula  Valley). 
Aromas of sea salt and grapefruit rind 

converge for a fresh, energized style of Chardonnay. 
A pithy tension frames the palate, where orange, 
Key lime and light melon flavors give a nearly 
tropical experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

90 Foley Johnson 2018 Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Rutherford). This elegant red is 

earthy, with highlights of clove, currant and cedar. 
The midpalate is thick, concentrated and intense, 
built by a bold tannic grip that eases as it sits in the 
glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

90 Gallo Signature Series 2017 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). This wine is made from 

grapes grown at Stagecoach and William Hill, with 
9% Cabernet Franc blended in. Thick and concen-
trated in feel, it features a light layering of baking 
spice and fresh, lively red fruit. Lingering oak-
driven spice tones coat the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

 

90 Giguiere 2019 Pillars of Hercules Estate Red 
Blend (Dunnigan Hills). This is a serious, 

deep blend that celebrates ripeness and concentra-
tion without much tannin. It’s velvety on the palate, 
showing flavors of dark chocolate, blackberry and a 
hint of cocoa that give it plenty to savor. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

90 Glunz 2018 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). Rich, 
thick and jammy in roasted red fruit, cola, 

cocoa and coffee spices on the nose, this generous 
Zin is bolstered by 5% Petite Sirah. There’s ample 
tension on the sip, with hints of Bourbon wafting 
through the dark fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 J. Lohr 2019 October Night Chardonnay 
( Arroyo Seco). A honeydew aroma is cut 

by a light squeeze of lime juice on the nose of this 
reliable bottling. There is a firm tension to the sip, 
which balances lemon rind, green melon and just a 
hint of clay and turned earth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

 

90 J. Lohr 2017 Carol’s Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (St. Helena). With dense flavors of 

dried plum, currant and dark chocolate, this is a rich, 
rounded and fully ripe red. The oak is spicy in cinna-
mon and clove, with a lasting taste of vanilla. With its 
plush, sizable tannins, it would pair well with grilled 
steak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

90 Le Morette 2020 Classico (Bardolino Chi-
aretto). Floral aromas of Spanish broom 

and chamomile mingle with whiffs of ripe stone 
fruit and hay in this lovely rosato. On the rounded, 
savory palate, hints of hazelnut and ground clove 
accent ripe yellow peach, wild cherry and lemon 
drop candy. Tangy acidity keeps it fresh. Uva 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

90 Peter Zemmer 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Enticing scents of spring blossoms 

and summer orchard fruit waft out of the glass. On 
the polished, expressive palate, fresh acidity accom-
panies ripe yellow pear and apple before a white 
almond close. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 
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90 Rodney Strong 2016 Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). Brimming in 

turned earth, sage and cedar, this reserve wine is 
robust and made from grapes grown at considerable 
elevation at sites like Cooley, Brothers and 
Rockaway. Densely packed blackberries, licorice 
and cocoa nibs are ripe and richly layered, with a 
plush finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 RouteStock 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
 Valley). This earthy white offers tones of 

grass and melon, with sharp edges of citrus to lend 
lift. Notes of stone and dried herb lend balance to 
the grippy palate. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Silverado 2020 Borreo Single Vineyard Rosa 
Sangiovese (Napa Valley). From estate-

grown grapes, this fun, likable pink wine is  rustic 
in bright, fruity tones that mingle flavors of game, 
cranberry and dried fruit. The acidity keeps it 
 focused and fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $28 

90 Stasis 2018 Murmur Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Plump black-cherry 

and crumpled flower aromas meet with a slightly 
tarry edge of charred hickory on the nose of this 
bottling. The smoky note is prevalent on the sip, 
rising above the bright cherry core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

90 Talamonti 2019 Aternum (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). About one third of this 

Trebbiano sees time in French oak, with the rest 
in stainless steel, yielding a full-bodied mix of 
honeycomb, lemon cookie, chamomile and warm 
spice tones. It’s textural and waxy in feel, yet 
properly perked up by bright acidity. For those 
looking for a richer white, this fits the bill. PH 
Importing. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

90 Tascante 2020 Buonora Bianco (Etna). 
Aromas of honeysuckle and tropical fruit 

lift out of the glass along with a whiff of wet stone. 
The tangy palate offers ripe white peach, Meyer 
lemon and a hint of banana before a savory mineral 
finish. Crisp acidity keeps it energized. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Tenuta Roveglia 2020 Limne (Lugana). 
Aromas of tropical fruit and fragrant white 

spring flowers are front and center along with a 
whiff of wild herbs. On the savory palate, tangy 
acidity accompanies ripe yellow peach, Meyer 
lemon and honeydew before an almost salty close. 
John Given Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Three Rivers 2018 Trivulet (Wahluke Slope). 
This is a blend of half Cabernet Franc and 

half Merlot. Aromas of bittersweet chocolate, flow-
ers, black cherry, asphalt and scorched earth are 
followed by well-balanced dark fruit and chocolate 
flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

90 Tribute 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). Packed with black fruit flavors and 

robust in texture, this full-bodied wine offers oodles 
of blackberries and black cherries that are lightly 
accented with cinnamon and vanilla. It’s moder-
ately tannic and well balanced. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $17 
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90 Verraco Ridge 2019 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). This is a solid deal for a widely 

available wine. Aromas of smashed cranberry, 
pomegranate and crumpled red flowers meet with 
muddy clay on the nose. The palate is rich yet still 
shows some finesse, blending grilled cherry and 
cranberry with dried wild-herb flavors. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

89 Angeline 2019 Reserve Pinot Noir (Mendocino 
County). This smooth, fruity and ripe wine 

is full in feel. It is rounded in texture and very rich 
on the palate in juicy berry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

89 Dezzani 2017 San Carlo (Barolo). Aromas of 
dark-skinned berries, mocha and baking 

spice lead the way. The solid palate offers black 
plum, star anise and tobacco alongside pulverized, 
drying tannins. Drink 2023–2032. Orvino Wine 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 District 7 2019 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Monterey). Toasty hazelnut and lemon-

meringue aromas are quite rich and accessible on 
the nose of this bottling. It’s somewhat viscous on 
the palate, offering marzipan and lemon-oil flavors, 
with subtle acidity that zips through the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Edna Valley Vineyard 2019 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Central Coast). A red cherry 

aroma is enhanced by graphite, sweet cedar and a 
pinch of herbs on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
an herbal array to the palate, from oregano and 
 marjoram to thyme and cracked pepper, with black 
plum and dried elderberry sauces filling the core. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

89 Imagery 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
Fresh, attractive lime and lemon flavors 

ride a smooth, full texture in this medium-bodied 
and nicely fruity wine. A sense of depth and creami-
ness adds to its appeal. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Imagery 2019 Chardonnay (California). This 
is a very good, well-made and well-balanced 

wine that plays ripe apple and hints of butter off a 
full-bodied but lively texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 Imagery 2019 Pinot Noir (California). This 
well-balanced, medium-bodied wine shows 

bright fruit flavors and mild spices that give it a 
charming, easy-drinking appeal. The red cherries, 
sweet plums and light cinnamon are very tasty. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

 BEST BUYS

91 Bogle 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
Captivating aromas of pine, mint and citrus 

lead to a fresh, crisp palate packed full of lemon, 
jicama and light herbs. Great balance and vibrant 
flavors set this wine apart. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 
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BEST BUYS

91 Oak Ridge 2019 Ancient Vine Estate Grown 
Zinfandel (Lodi). Smooth, supple and 

concentrated, this lavishly fruity and jammy wine 
coats the palate with blackberry syrup, maple 
and boysen berry flavors. It’s velvety and viscous, 
and might best be appreciated after dinner. Best  
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

91 Wakefield 2019 Promised Land Shiraz (South 
Australia). This red shows vivid plum, cherry, 

eucalyptus, licorice and myriad herbs, spices and 
flowers, underpinned by a graphite note. There’s 
power to the palate but a lovely freshness and 
well-placed tug of gravelly, peppery tannins. It’s 
an excellent weeknight wine with barbecue. Taub 
Family Selections. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

90 Bogle 2018 Old Vine Zinfandel (California). 
This big, robust wine wraps its 

concentrated blackberry and raspberry flavors in 
moderate tannins for a rich, mouthfilling effect. A 
full body and good depth of fruit keep it echoing on 
the finish. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

BEST BUYS

90 Butternut 2019 Pinot Noir (California). This 
well-balanced, medium-bodied wine is an 

ideal choice for those who prefer a lively texture 
over pure richness. There are plenty of tasty cherry 
and berry flavors, all nicely supported by tangy 
acidity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Cannonball 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). Well balanced and crisp in 

texture, this medium-bodied wine offers fresh 
lemon and lime aromas. Equally vivid and tangy 
flavors drive the refreshing palate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Escada Reserva Arinto (Lis-
boa). This perfumed wine shows ripe green 

plum and lively acidity. The zesty palate brings fla-
vors of minerals and fresh sliced apples. Arinto is 
the prized white grape of the Lisboa region and this 
fruity wine showcases it well. Tri-Vin Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

BEST BUYS

90 DFJ Vinhos 2017 Casa do Lago Grande 
Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon (Lisboa). This 

rich, structured and perfumed Cabernet Sauvignon 
is aging well. Dense tannins and a black currant fla-
vor offer ripeness, balanced by a fresh edge of acid-
ity. It will be ready to drink from 2022. Multiple 
U.S. importers. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Famille Lançon 2018 La Solitude (Côtes 
du Rhône). Delicate whiffs of singed 

anise and peppercorns accent bright red-plum 
and black-cherry flavors in this easy-drinking but 
refined red. A freshly concentrated blend of 50% 
Grenache, 40% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre, it’s a 
juicy wine edged by fine-grained, pleasantly charry 
tannins and a lingering kiss of bramble and black 
currant. Best now–2024. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. Best  
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

90 Kirkland Signature 2018 Gigondas. Strikes 
of smoked tea leaves and charcoal penetrate 

rich, concentrated flavors of black cherry compote 
and black figs in this full-bodied, softly tannic blend 
of 85% Grenache, 10% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre. It’s 
a fantastic value Gigondas that delivers elegance and 
complexity. At peak now–2028. Misa Imports. Best  
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 
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BEST BUYS

90 Member’s Mark 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). 
Solid blackberry and cassis aromas are 

properly concentrated in this wine. Racy acidity 
adds energy to a full and ripe mouthfeel, tasting of 
bright black fruits that range from blackberry to 
plum to cassis. Peppery spice helps a warm finish. 
Drink now. Mack & Schuhle Inc. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $7 

90 Nadia 2019 Vintner’s Collection Pinot Noir 
(San Luis Obispo County-Sonoma County-

Monterey County). Gorgeous and ripe red-fruit 
flavors light up this medium- to full-bodied wine. 
Almost-sweet red-cherry, raspberry and cranberry 
flavors are braced by moderate tannins. Best Buy. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

90 Paringa 2019 Shiraz (South Australia). 
This is rich and ripe but comforting, 

like a blanket on a cold winter’s night. There’s a 
well of cherry, plum, chocolate, mint, cedar and 
some savory spice. The palate is plush and satiny 
in texture, with a good lick of oak influence. The 
tannins are powerful but they don’t overwhelm. It’s 
a weeknight wine for the big red lovers in your life. 
Quintessential Wines. Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

BEST BUYS

90 Smashberry 2020 Rosé (Paso Robles). 
This widely available rosé checks the 

required boxes. A spritzy nose of cherry, raspberry 
and lime spray is both generous and edgy, while 
the palate begins with a brisk, tightly wound and 
chalky texture before opening toward melon and 
strawberry flavors. Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Sterling 2019 Vintner’s Collection Rosé 
(Amador County). This light-bodied wine 

made largely from Pinot Noir and Zinfandel boasts a 
beautiful pink and copper color. It shows vivid red-
cherry and raspberry flavors and a brilliant balance 
of ripeness and tangy acidity. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Charles & Charles 2020 Rosé (Columbia 
Valley). Syrah makes up 64% of this wine, 

with the rest Grenache (26%) and Mourvèdre 
(10%). Coming from sustainably farmed vineyards, 
this wine is a very pretty pale-peach color. The 
aromas offer notes of rhubarb, herb and citrus. 
Light, bright, juicy flavors follow. Best Buy. —S.S. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $13 

BEST BUYS

89 Talamonti 2020 Rosé (Cerasuolo 
d’Abruzzo). Bright aromas of strawberry 

and pomegranate are dotted with zesty accents 
of blood orange and limestone in this brisk, tasty 
rosato. The medium-bodied palate strikes a fine 
balance between tangy and fruity, with a gentle, 
creamy texture lingering on the close. PH Importing. 
Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

88 Quinta Vinha da Lage 2020 Hiatus Alvarinho 
(Minho). From southern Vinho Verde, this 

100% Alvarinho is rich, lightly textured and packed 
with dense fruits. Weight gives it a spicy, pepper 
character that contrasts with the juicy white 
fruits. Drink now. Left Bank Wine Company. Best  
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

88 Talamonti 2020 Trebì (Trebbiano 
d’Abruzzo). Delicate aromas of citrus, 

pome fruit and candied blossoms grace the nose of 
this light-bodied white. It’s zesty and brisk on the 
palate, with a hint of yellow plum rounding things 
out. This is an easy-to-sip Trebbiano at a value 
price. PH Importing. Best Buy. —A.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 
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BEST BUYS

88 Three Thieves 2019 Chardonnay (California). 
This oaky-style wine offers attractive toast 

and butter aromas, rich fruit, butter and vanilla 
flavors and a smooth, nicely viscous texture. Best 
Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

87 Nola Grace 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Cali-
fornia). A lively grapefruit aroma and an 

equally lively texture complement the focused cit-
rus and pineapple flavors of this medium-bodied 
wine. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Rickshaw 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
Vivid lemon and lime aromas lead to a crisp 

medium-bodied palate driven by mild citrus flavors 
in this likable and affordable wine. It was fermented 
in stainless steel and uses 100% Sauvignon Blanc 
grapes. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

BEST BUYS

87 Trivento 2019 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). Blackberry and plum aromas 

are rounded, lifted by a foresty spice accent. This 
everyday Cabernet offers a balanced, medium- 
bodied palate that carries flavors of black cherry, 
cassis and wood spice. Fetzer Vineyards. Best  
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Cavit 2020 Pinot Grigio (Valdadige). Deli-
cate aromas of white spring flowers and 

orchard fruits form the nose. It’s simple but well-
made, offering honeydew and Bartlett pear along-
side bright acidity. Palm Bay International. Best 
Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

85 Misiones de Rengo 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Central Valley). Aromas of tropical fruits 

and melon carry the straightforward nose. A mix-
ture of citrus, melon and waxy apple flavors fin-
ish brisk and easy. Terroir Connections LLC. Best  
Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

BEST BUYS

84 101 North NV Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). 
This herb- and earth-tinged wine is  medium 

in weight, with light tannins. It offers light plum, 
tomato and bell pepper flavors. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $6 

SPIRITS

94 Rétha Oceanic Gin (France; Heavenly 
Spirits, Lakeville, MA). Crisp and slightly 

vegetal, this nuanced gin opens with bright fennel 
and citrus then rounds into mouthwatering white 
pepper, anise and coriander. It’s made with seaweed 
harvested on the beaches of Île de Ré, off the coast 
of France’s Cognac region. 
abv: 40%  Price: $45 

93 Lifited Spirits Bold Gin (USA; Lifted Spirits, 
Kansas City, MO). Sprightly juniper leads 

this London dry-style gin on nose and palate, fol-
lowed by licorice, fennel and a hint of berry sweet-
ness. The lingering finish is laced with black pepper. 
abv: 45%  Price: $35 
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SPIRITS

92 Kaikyo 135 East Hyōgo Dry Gin (Japan; 
Marussia USA, Cedar Knolls, US). A lem-

ongrass aroma leads into a lightly sweet, faintly 
 herbaceous palate that finishes with a lingering 
pink-peppercorn zing. This London dry-style gin is  
made with Japanese botanicals, including sansho 
pepper, shiso, yuzu and ume. Best Buy. 
abv: 42%  Price: $30 

91 The Aimsir Distilling Co. Aitil House Gin (USA; 
The Aimsir Distilling Co., Portland, OR). Aitil 

means juniper in Gaelic. Look for a slightly vegetal 
aroma, with a hint of star anise. Juniper and pine 
emerge on the bracing palate. The tingly finish spot-
lights citrusy notes of lemon, lemon verbena and 
lemongrass. 
abv: 45%  Price: $35 

90 Bently Heritage Juniper Grove American Dry 
Gin (USA; Bently Heritage Estate Distillery, 

Minden, NV). The herbaceous aroma offers hints 
of basil and tarragon. The palate is more com-
plex, intertwining those herb notes with anise and 
 juniper, leading to black pepper and lemon peel on 
the finish. 
abv: 46%  Price: $37 

SPIRITS

90 Kur Gin (USA; Wildwood Spirits, Bothell, 
WA). The mild aroma offers faint lime peel. 

That lime note is amplified on the slightly sweet 
palate, alongside spearmint and a tinge of vanilla, 
leading into a gentle finish. Best Buy. 
abv: 40%  Price: $28 

90 Palm Springs Spirits Modern Love Gin (USA; 
Palm Springs Spirits, Palm Springs, CA). 

Made with four varieties of local citrus zest, it’s 
not surprising that lemon leads on nose and palate. 
Hints of anise and fennel seed sweeten the mid-
palate before drying to a black pepper and clove-
accented finish. Each sip warms all the way down. 
Mix into Martinis with a lemon twist garnish, of 
course. 
abv: 45%  Price: $32 

91 Latta 2018 Dana Dibble Freewater Rocks Vine-
yard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). Orange peel, 

flower, sauvage, medicine and green herb aromas 
give way to medium-weight flavors that display 
notable freshness for this region of the valley. It 
provides a lot of intrigue and delivery. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 Latta 2018 Lawrence Vineyard Syrah (Royal 
Slope). With grapes coming from the Scar-

line section of this vineyard, the aromas boast notes 
of purple dark fruit, medicine, char and smoked 
meat. The palate is fresh and juicy, with citrusy 
acidity. There’s a grainy texture to the tannins that 
needs some time to soften. Savory notes linger on 
the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 Revelry 2018 Aerial Series Block 18 Weinbau 
Vineyard Syrah (Wahluke Slope). This comes 

from clone 174 vines planted in 2005. The aromas 
are like smelling a glass of wet stones. Behind that 
are notes of barrel spice, coffee, smoked ham and 
scorched earth. The palate has restrained savory 
flavors, showing plenty of sophistication and grace. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

91 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2018 Stonessence 
Estate In the Rocks Vineyard Syrah (Walla 

Walla Valley). The aromas announce themselves, 
with notes of firepit, tar, tapenade, smoked meat 
and funk. The palate is more reserved than the aro-
mas suggest, with a mixture of light fruit and savory 
flavors. It’s all about elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $NA 

91 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2018 The Con-
tender Estate In the Rocks Vineyard Syrah 

(Walla Walla Valley). Coming in at a low 13.3% abv, 
the wine has aromas offering restrained notes of 
soot, plum, olive, nori and scorched earth. The fla-
vors are light and reserved. It’s a pretty expression 
of Rocks District fruit. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $90 

90 DeLille 2017 Grand Ciel Syrah (Red Moun-
tain). Aromas of coffee bean, spice and dark 

chocolate are followed by light fruit flavors. On the 
one hand, the fruit seems quite ripe. On the other, 
the concentration light. Grainy tannins back it up. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

90 Efeste 2018 Ceidleigh Estate Syrah (Red 
Mountain). This wine always captures a 

savory aspect of this variety on Red Mountain that 
few others do. The aromas are expressive, with 
notes of smoked meat, firepit and olive. The palate 
is soft and plush in feel, offering a compelling tex-
ture and structure. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Januik 2018 Ciel du Cheval Vineyard Syrah 
(Red Mountain). The aromas of this wine, 

which comes from a vineyard and appellation best 
known for its Bordeaux varieties, bring notes of 
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milk chocolate, cherry and spice. Rich, velvety soft 
flavors follow. The oak is prominent, but it works. 
It’s a no-holds-barred, hedonistic offering. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $35 

90 Kevin White 2019 En Hommage Syrah 
(Yakima Valley). A blend of fruit from top 

sites Olsen and Boushey, this wine is a little funky 
out of the gate. Behind that are notes of dried Man-
darin orange rind and blue fruit. Blue fruit and bar-
rel spice flavors carry the palate. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

90 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2018 In the 
Rocks Estate In the Rocks Vineyard Syrah 

(Walla Walla Valley). The Viognier coferment shows 
on this wine, with perfumed notes of flower and 
tangerine essence followed by plum. On the pal-
ate, the concentration is light, but the flavors are 
expressive. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

89 Novelty Hill 2018 Stillwater Creek Vineyard 
Syrah (Columbia Valley). The aromas bring 

notes of roasted coffee bean, dark chocolate and 
spice. Chocolaty flavors follow. The barrel influence 
is primary, but it’s tasty all the same. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

88 Canvasback 2018 Funk Vineyard Syrah 
(Walla Walla Valley). Aromas of dried 

orange peel and raspberry lead to fruit flavors that 
are fuller in the middle and lighter around the 
edges. Coffee notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $70 

88 Eternal 2017 Eternal Darkness Dwelley Vine-
yard Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). The aromas 

offer notes of black raspberry gummy, ash, plum and 
spice. Blue fruit and orange oil flavors follow. The 
palate is clenched, with the alcohol dialed up. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $59 

87 Revelry 2018 Aerial Series Block 19 Weinbau 
Vineyard Syrah (Wahluke Slope). This wine 

comes from 2005 plantings. Aromas of cranberry, 
char and smoked meat are followed by full-bodied, 
quite smoky flavors with the intensity dialed up. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

85 Tinte Cellars 2018 Syrah (Columbia Valley). 
This has been partially fermented with 

native yeast and with 14% stems. Strong aromas 
of medicine and mesquite are in front of blue fruit, 
orange rind and spice. The palate brings a lot of 
volume to the smoky fruit flavors, with mesquite 
notes persisting on the finish. The smoke influence 
is prominent. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

GRENACHE

92 Gramercy 2018 Third Man Grenache (Colum-
bia Valley). Though variety labeled, this 

wine includes 15% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre, and 

they all play big parts in this standing-room-only 
show. The aromas are expressive, with notes of 
violet, black pepper, wet stone, dark raspberry and 
fresh herbs. The palate is elegant and flavorful, with 
captivating purity. It’s outrageously delicious. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

92 Syncline 2019 Grenache Noir (Horse Heaven 
Hills). Blended with 15% Syrah and 6% 

Carignan, this wine smells like a bowl of fresh fruit, 
with notes of red and black raspberries and cherries 
along with sprinklings of herbs and spices. The pal-
ate is light and elegant, but flavorful, with profound 
purity and plenty of intensity. It’s a complete knee-
buckler. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Latta 2018 Upland Vineyard Grenache (Snipes 
Mountain). This is all varietal, with the fruit 

fermented 55% whole cluster and seeing extended 
maceration of 25 or 26 days. Aromas of raspberry 
candy and cherry gummy lead to plentiful cranberry 
and red fruit flavors. It delights. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

88 Revelry 2018 Aerial Series Alder Ridge Vine-
yard Grenache (Horse Heaven Hills). Blue 

fruit, pencil eraser and herb aromas are followed by 
plump feeling flavors. Coming from 1999 plantings, 
it’s enjoyable as a red wine but hard to see it as Gre-
nache. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

MOURVÈDRE

93 W.T. Vintners 2018 Boushey Mourvèdre 
(Yakima Valley). This producer always cap-

tures the best there is to find from this variety in 
the state. The aromas draw you into the glass, with 
notes of freshly ground black pepper, citrus, spice 
and pot roast. The orange rind and black pepper 
flavors are knee-buckling, pure and graceful with 
impressive acidity brightening it all. It’s a complete 
dazzler. Pair it with grilled lamb chops with a cherry 
glaze. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

91 Kevin White 2019 La Paysanne Mourvèdre 
(Yakima Valley). Fruit for this wine comes 

from Boushey and Sugarloaf vineyards. Aromas of 
black and white pepper, soot and herbs are followed 
by graceful fruit flavors. It’s a pretty expression of 
the variety. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $40 

88 Damsel 2018 Boushey Vineyard Mourvèdre 
(Washington). This comes from one of the 

most highly regarded Rhône variety sites in the 
state. Its aromas offer notes of black pepper, wet 
hay, plum and orange rind. The palate is light but 
flavorful, with a slightly tacky feel and a medicinal 
note on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $36 

88 Dusted Valley 2018 Wallywood Stone Tree 
Vineyard Mourvèdre (Wahluke Slope). This 

wine is 92% Mourvèdre, 5% Grenache and 3% 
Petite Sirah. The aromas are high pitched, with 
notes of rose hip, smoke, and raspberry. Somewhat 
gritty flavors follow, with mesquite notes on the fin-
ish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

93 DeLille 2018 Four Flags Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). The pillars of this wine are 

top sites Ciel du Cheval (39%), Grand Ciel (30%), 
Upchurch (21%) and Klipsun (10%). Aromas of 
black currant, licorice, cocoa and spice are followed 
by action-packed dark-fruit flavors. This appella-
tion’s intensity, structure and freshness are there in 
abundance. Yum. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

93 DeLille 2017 Grand Ciel Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Red Mountain). This vineyard-designated 

wine is always a unique expression of the appella-
tion. Aromas of red raspberry rise from the glass, 
along with notes of cocoa, dried herb and whiffs 
of tangerine peel. There’s a lot of restraint to the 
red fruit flavors, which ramp up in intensity over 
time. The acidity of the vintage enlivens it, with 
the appellation’s structure in abundance. Best after 
2030. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $160 

93 Januik 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas are brooding, with 

notes of coffee, cherry, vanilla and sweet spices. 
Layered, rich, intense chocolate and cherry flavors 
follow. It’s hedonism in a glass, with plenty of struc-
ture to support it all. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $30 

91 Andrew Januik 2018 Stone Cairn Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). Winemaker 

Andrew Januik is one of a handful of second gen-
eration winemakers in Washington. Aromas of 
espresso, blackberry and black cherry lead to a 
palate that brings a lot of freshness and structure. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

91 Januik 2018 Quintessence Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). This young vine-

yard has quickly made a name for itself, and wines 
like this show why. Black cherry aromas are at the 
fore, followed by notes of raspberry, chocolate, lico-
rice and graphite. The palate is action-packed and 
full of textured, layered fruit flavors. Plenty of acid-
ity and tannin structure surrounds it all. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

91 Novelty Hill 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas bring notes of 

roasted coffee bean, vanilla, chocolate and cherry. 
Rich, ripe, hedonistic flavors follow, mixing fruit 
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and barrel. It hits the gong hard, needing some time 
to fully settle in. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $26 

90 Canvasback 2018 Walla Walla Valley Caber-
net Sauvignon (Walla Walla Valley). Cherry 

and chocolate aromas are followed by plum, cocoa 
and more cherry on the palate. The tannins are 
combed to a fine sheen. It’s an unabashedly big, rich 
wine that shows a lot of polish. —S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $55 

90 Chateau Ste. Michelle 2018 Indian Wells 
Contemporary Winemaking Series Cabernet 

Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Aromas of butter-
scotch, chocolate, tar and cherry lead to fruit and 
barrel flavors that show a pleasing richness and a 
creamy feel. The oak plays prominently in the show 
but plays its part well. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Dusted Valley 2017 V.R. Special Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). This wine is 

named after a chocolate chip cookie that one of the 
proprietor’s grandfather was known for. Spice, dark 
plum and bittersweet chocolate aromas lead to a 
palate where the structure takes center stage with 
hefty tannins at the fore. Give it some additional 
time in the cellar or a long decant. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

90 Foundation 2017 The Stowaway Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Red Mountain). The aromas are 

expressive, with notes of cocoa, green herb, toast, 
char and black cherry, with the fruit and oak playing 
equal fiddle. The palate is tightly wound with dark 
fruit flavors surrounded by firm, lightly grainy tan-
nins. There’s a lot of structure behind it all. The oak 
is primary at present. Give it time in the cellar or a 
long decant. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

90 J. Bookwalter 2017 Volume Seven Dionysus 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia 

Valley). This is 100% Cabernet Sauvignon coming 
from one of the state’s oldest vineyards. Intriguing 
aromas of fresh herbs, green pepper, dark chocolate 
and spice are followed by plum and herb flavors that 
show a lot of elegance. There’s a compelling fresh-
ness to it all, with a light squeeze of tannins tying it 
together. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $100 

90 Januik 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). Aromas of chocolate, cherry 

and plum are followed by fruit flavors that are quite 
reserved for the appellation. It’s center focused 
now, broadening with time. Give it a few years in 
the cellar. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

90 Januik 2018 Champoux Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Horse Heaven Hills). This comes 

from one of the most highly regarded vineyards in 
all of Washington. Its aromas offer notes of roasted 
coffee bean and dark cherry. Rich chocolate and 

cherry flavors follow. It brings a lot of hedonism. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

90 Revelry 2017 Aerial Series Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Red Mountain). This wine is 100% 

varietal and all comes from a single block at Heart 
of the Hill Vineyard. Aromas of cassis, black cur-
rant, dark raspberry, milk chocolate and spice are 
followed by reserved fruit flavors. Lightly grainy 
tannins back it up. It brings the acidic freshness of 
the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

90 Waterbrook 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Columbia Valley). Cocoa, bittersweet 

chocolate, black licorice, flower, cherry and sweet 
barrel spice aromas are followed by plump, creamy 
feeling plum and barrel flavors. Lightly grainy tan-
nins back it all up, with barrel notes lingering on the 
finish. Fruit and barrel play equal parts. Decant if 
drinking in the near term. —S.S. 
abv: 15.02% Price: $23 

89 DeLille 2018 Shaw Red Mountain Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). The 

aromas pop, with fruit-forward notes of plum, rasp-
berry, boysenberry and spice along with a whiff of 
tar. Lighter-styled blue fruit flavors follow. It’s an 
intriguingly primary offering of this variety and 
appellation. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $80 

89 Efeste 2018 Big Papa Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). All of the fruit for this 

wine comes from vines with at least 30 years of 
age. The aromas offer notes of roasted coffee bean, 
almond skin, fresh tobacco and black cherry. The 
flavors are lightly styled, dipping in the middle and 
bringing a lot of tart freshness. Tobacco notes linger 
on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

89 Nine Hats 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Colum-
bia Valley). Aromas of cherry, dried tobacco, 

and spice are followed by spicy dark-fruit flavors. 
There’s a mixture of intensity and restraint. Give it 
some time in the decanter to see it at its best. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

88 DeLille 2018 Lot 3 Cabernet Sauvignon (Red 
Mountain). Fruit for this wine comes from 

Klipsun Vineyard. The aromas offer notes of dried 
black currant, spice and tar. On the palate, jammy 
fruit flavors follow. The warmth of the vintage 
seems to have carried it away. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

88 Efeste 2018 Estate Grown Taylor Mag Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Mountain). With 

this 100% varietal, the aromas offer notes of fresh 
herbs, coffee, dried cherry and tar. The palate shows 
a lot of restraint. It’s a very understated expression 
of the variety, with the aromas and flavors not fully 
synced up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Januik 2018 Ciel du Cheval Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Red Mountain). This comes 

from one of this appellation’s top sites. Quite sub-
dued aromas of flowers, black licorice and dried 
cherry lead to a palate backed by lightly grainy tan-
nins. The fruit seems a bit desiccated. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

88 Revelry 2017 D11 Dionysus Vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). This is 

100% varietal, coming from one of the state’s oldest 
vineyards. Herb, asphalt and cherry gummy aromas 
are followed by light fruit flavors, with the focus on 
structure. Give it some time in the bottle or decant. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

87 Andrew Januik 2018 Southwind Vineyard 
Baba Yaga Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla 

Valley). The aromas are unusual, with notes of tar, 
cocoa, licorice and peat. The palate shows a good bit 
of astringency, with intense tannins. Perhaps time 
will tame them, but right now it’s a beast. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

87 Januik 2018 Weinbau Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Wahluke Slope). Aromas of dark 

roasted coffee bean are in the lead, followed by 
notes of dark chocolate, campfire and spice. Strong 
mesquite and BBQ flavors follow. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

87 Trailstone 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Horse 
Heaven Hills). Cocoa, spice and cherry aro-

mas are followed by light, cranberry tart flavors. 
Chocolate notes linger on the finish. It doesn’t stand 
up on its own but has a place at the dinner table. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $23 

87 Waterbrook 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas intrigue, with 

notes of violet, dried orange peel and plum. The fla-
vors are lightly concentrated, with a grip of tannins 
on the finish. It’s a pleasant easy drinker, though 
like many wines from this vintage, one would like to 
see more concentration. —S.S. 
abv: 13.52% Price: $15 

86 Sound Goods NV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Washington). This wine is straight down 

the fairway, with aromas and flavors of plum and 
black currant. A touch of oak provides accents. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16/187 ml 

86 Tinte Cellars 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas of wilted 

flower, gardenia, licorice and asphalt are not in 
harmony. The flavors are light, painting around the 
edges. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

86 United Ink 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas are per-

fumed, with notes of Stargazer lily, orange zest and 
plum. The flavors are plump but the concentration 
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light, with lightly grainy tannins backing it up. It’s 
quite hard to peg it as a Cabernet. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

MERLOT

92 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2018 In the 
Rocks Vineyard Merlot (Walla Walla Valley). 

Rocks District Merlot is an extreme rarity, with this 
one bringing plenty of intrigue. The aromas offer 
notes of soot, herbs and earth. Velvety soft currant 
and earth flavors follow. The variety is hard to peg, 
but the appeal is undeniable. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

90 Foundation 2018 It’s Midnight Merlot (Red 
Mountain). This wine is still in its shell. 

Aromas of barrel spice, roasted coffee bean and 
plum are followed by lighter-styled flavors with a 
lot of structure behind them. The barrel influence is 
primary at present. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 

88 Efeste 2018 Upright Taylor Mag Vineyard 
Merlot (Red Mountain). Aromas of sea-

weed, dried tobacco, cherry and herbs are followed 
by tacky feeling currant flavors. The freshness is 
impressive, but it lacks cohesion. Perhaps time will 
bring it. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 Liberty Lake 2018 Scooteney Flats Vineyard 
Merlot (Red Mountain). This wine was aged 

in 100% new American-French hybrid barrels for 
19 months, and the oak influence plays prominently. 
The aromas bring notes of vanilla, baking spice, dill 
and cherry. Dried cherry flavors follow, with the 
tannins bringing some dryness and astringency. 
There are good things going off if the tannins inte-
grate, but it will take a significant amount of time if 
it does happen. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

CARMENÈRE

88 Canoe Ridge 2018 Summit Series Canyon 
Vineyard Ranch Carmenere (Columbia Val-

ley). Aromas of baking spice, sliced green pepper, 
jalapeño and black cherry are followed by light but 
plump fruit flavors. It shows a very pretty elegance. 
Pair it with grilled skirt steak with chimichurri. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.23% Price: $46 

88 Waterbrook 2018 Icon Carmenere (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas burst forth with notes 

of green pepper, jalapeño, wood, cocoa and vanilla. 
Light, airy fruit and barrel flavors follow, dipping in 
the middle. Coming in at an alcohol level rarely seen 
in the state for a red, it wants more fruit concentra-
tion to fully stand up to the oak. —S.S. 
abv: 12.07% Price: $42 

87 Drink Washington State 2017 Visit Wahluke 
Slope Carmenere (Wahluke Slope). This wine 

turns this often-green variety on its head, showing 
a lot of primary fruit. Dark plum and spice aromas 
are followed by plump blue fruit flavors, showing a 
bit of grit on the finish. There’s a lot to like. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

RED BLENDS

93 Cadence 2018 Ciel du Cheval Vineyard (Red 
Mountain). This wine, which will be the 

winery’s last from this vineyard as it focuses on 
estate wines going forward, is a true Bordeaux style 
blend: 38% Cabernet Sauvignon, 31% Cabernet 
Franc, 19% Merlot and 12% Petit Verdot. The aro-
mas are reserved, with notes of cherry, scorched 
earth and spice. Herb and cherry flavors follow. The 
structure this winery is known for is there in abun-
dance. Best after 2027. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

93 Latta 2018 Latta Latta G-S-M (Columbia Val-
ley). Grenache makes up 57% of this wine, 

with the rest Mourvèdre (26%) and Syrah (17%). 
With the fruit coming from Upland and Freewater 
Rocks, the aromas bring notes of raspberry candy, 
fresh herbs, pot roast, lavender and cherry. There’s 
precision to the flavors, which also bring impressive 
acidity. The textural richness dazzles, and the finish 
kicks it up a notch. It’s an outrageous value. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

93 Latta 2018 Mayor Bill Upland Vineyard G-S-
M (Snipes Mountain). This is a new offering 

from the winery, named in tribute of William Bridg-
man, two-time mayor of Prosser and the grand-
father of Washington wine. A blend of Grenache 
(70%), Syrah (18%) and Mourvèdre (12%), the 
aromas pop, with notes of dark raspberry candy, 
purple flowers, smoked meat and spice. It’s more 
muscular than the winery’s other GSM, and the 
flavors show richness, depth and textural intensity 
without getting overweighted. It carries on the fin-
ish. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $45 

92 Cadence 2019 Coda (Red Mountain). A blend 
of 48% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Franc, 18% 

Petit Verdot and 9% Cabernet Sauvignon. The 
aromas show great purity, with notes of raspberry, 
flowers and herbs. The red fruit flavors show the 
freshness of the vintage and the palate the structure 
of this producer. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $28 

92 Cadence 2018 Red Wine (Red Mountain). 
A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet 

Franc, and Merlot, this will be the final vintage of 
this wine, as the winery going forward will focus 
exclusively on estate wines. The aromas offer notes 
of high-pitched macerated cherry, currant, rasp-
berry and dried herbs. The palate is tightly wound, 
with a whole lot of tannic structure behind it. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

92 Cadence 2018 Bel Canto Cara Mia Vineyard 
(Red Mountain). For decades, winemaker 

Ben Smith has had a love affair with Cabernet Franc 
from Red Mountain. This wine, where the variety 
comprises 73% with the rest Merlot, shows why. 
The aromas are a complete delight, with notes of 
raspberry, moist earth, flowers and berries. The fla-
vors are layered and pure, showing great texture. It’s 
showy, but with no shortage of structure. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $60 

92 Cadence 2018 Camerata Cara Mia Vineyard 
(Red Mountain). Cabernet Sauvignon com-

prises 73% of this wine, with the rest Merlot (18%) 
and Cabernet Franc (8%). The aromas offer notes 
of fresh cherries, raspberries, red currants, orange 
rind and herbs. The palate brings a lot of fresh-
ness and structure. Most Cadence wines required 
patience. This one is considerably more giving out 
of the gate but still has the structure for the long 
haul. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $60 

92 Caprio Cellars 2018 Sanitella Estate (Walla 
Walla Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon (46%) 

is in the lead, followed by Merlot (27%), Malbec 
(18%) and Cabernet Franc (9%). The aromas bring 
notes of dark cherry, plum, cocoa, fresh herbs and 
fresh black currant. The palate is all about sophis-
tication and detail, with a velvety feel to the fruit 
flavors. It’s pleasantly unadorned by obviously overt 
new oak and brings the freshness of the vintage. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $88 

92 DeLille 2018 D2 (Columbia Valley). For full 
review see page 12. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 DeLille 2018 Le Colosse (Yakima Valley). An 
homage to Merlot, which makes up 88% of 

the blend. Cabernet Sauvignon follows with the rest 
equal parts Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. With 
DuBrul (24%) and Ciel du Cheval (24%) compris-
ing nearly half the wine, the aromas are brooding, 
with notes of red fruit, spice and dried herbs. The 
flavors are soft and sumptuous, showing the bright-
ness of the vintage, with plentiful structure around 
it all. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $60 

92 Januik 2018 Reserve Red (Columbia Valley). 
This wine is 85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% 

Cabernet Franc and 5% Merlot, with the Sauvignon 
coming from Champoux and Weinbau. Full of pol-
ish and class, the aromas draw you in, with notes of 
dark chocolate, cherry, spice box and dried herbs. 
The palate is sumptuous, velvety and layered. The 
acidity enlivens it. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

92 Kevin White 2019 Pionnier Boushey Vine-
yard (Yakima Valley). This is 91% Grenache 

with the balance Mourvèdre coming from one of the 
state’s top sites. Aromas of rain-soaked herbs, flow-
ers and dark raspberry bush are followed by lithe 
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raspberry and cranberry flavors. It carries on the 
finish. Delicacy and purity abound. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

92 Kevin White 2019 Reserve (Yakima Valley). 
Coming from the winery’s best barrels, this 

is a blend of 63% Syrah and 37% Grenache from 
Boushey and WeatherEye vineyards. The aromas 
announce themselves, with notes of scorched earth, 
coffee, herbs and earth that harken to Red Willow. 
The palate is deft but flavorful, carrying on the fin-
ish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

91 Caprio Cellars 2018 Eleanor Estate (Walla 
Walla Valley). Named after the winemaker’s 

grandmother, this is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon 
(59%), Merlot (19%), Malbec (15%) and Cabernet 
Franc (7%). The aromas are still in their shell, with 
notes of tar, rain-soaked herbs, bittersweet choco-
late, plum and cherry. The palate is seamless in feel, 
showing restraint and detail. It lingers on the fin-
ish. It’s a delightful wine with a lot of polish and a 
sneaky amount of structure, with the tannins show-
ing a touch of greenness. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

91 DeLille 2018 Chaleur Estate (Red Mountain). 
Cabernet Sauvignon comprises 61% of this 

wine, with the balance Merlot (27%), Cabernet 
Franc (10%) and Petit Verdot (2%). Locked up 
aromas of black cherry, scorched earth, coffee and 
spice are followed by sophisticated coffee and choc-
olate flavors. It shows surprising restraint given the 
warmth of the vintage and appellation. Best after 
2026. Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $90 

91 DeLille 2018 Doyenne (Yakima Valley). Syrah 
makes up 61% of this wine, with the rest 

Cabernet Sauvignon. Aromas of coffee, cherry, berry 
and spice are followed by creamy feeling coffee fla-
vors. Fruit and barrel play equal parts. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

91 DeLille 2019 Metier (Yakima Valley). Gre-
nache makes up 42% of this wine, with the 

rest Mourvèdre (36%), Syrah (20%) and a pinch 
of Cinsault. The aromas rise up from the glass, with 
notes of blueberry, huckleberry, fresh herbs, rasp-
berry, black pepper and moist earth. The palate is 
light on its feet, showing elegance and dexterity. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

91 Kevin White 2019 La Fraternite Red Wine 
(Yakima Valley). Grenache (64%) takes the 

lead on this wine, followed by Mourvèdre (30%) 
and Syrah (6%). The grapes come from Upland, 
Olsen and Sugarloaf vineyards, and the aromas 
are expressive and a little funky out of the gate, 
followed by notes of blue and red fruit along with 
grilled meat. The palate is restrained in style, with 
juicy flavors. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

91 L’Ecole No. 41 2018 Apogee Pepper Bridge 
Vineyard (Walla Walla Valley). For full review 

see page 15. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

91 L’Ecole No. 41 2018 Perigee Estate Seven Hills 
Vineyard (Walla Walla Valley). Reserved aro-

mas of licorice, plum, chocolate, cherry and spice 
are followed by enveloping dark-fruit flavors. 
It brings a lot of midpalate density that ups the 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Caprio Cellars 2017 Eleanor Estate (Walla 
Walla Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon makes 

up half of this wine, with the rest Merlot (28%), 
Malbec (12%) and Cabernet Franc (10%). The aro-
mas are pulled back, with notes of red fruit, herbs, 
cherry gummy and a fresh breeze. Like many wines 
from this vintage, the flavors are elegant and bright. 
Time in the cellar will serve it well. Best after 2025. 
Cellar Selection. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

90 Damsel 2018 The Fates Boushey Vineyard 
(Washington). Mourvèdre and Grenache 

both make up 40% of this wine, with the rest 
Syrah. Aromas of coffee, smoked meat and heaping 
amounts of black pepper are followed by a palate 
that gives a firm squeeze of tannins that show some 
dryness. Citrusy notes linger on the finish. Pair it 
with grilled lamb shanks. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $36 

90 DeLille 2018 Red Willow Vineyard (Yakima 
Valley). Hailing from one of the state’s old-

est and most highly regarded sites, this wine is a 
blend of Cabernet Franc (57%), Merlot (26%) and 
Cabernet Sauvignon (17%). Aromas of tea leaves, 
herbs, tar, sweet spice and raspberry are followed 
by elegant fruit flavors. It doesn’t seem to have 
emerged from its shell, though the sophistication 
intrigues. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

90 Efeste 2018 Final-Final (Columbia Valley). 
Syrah makes up 55% of this wine, with the 

rest Cabernet Sauvignon. The aromas are expres-
sive, with notes of freshly peeled tangerine, olive, 
moist earth, plum and cherry. The flavors coat the 
palate, showing a plush texture and a lot of vertical-
ity. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

90 Revelry 2017 The Limited Edition Reveler 
(Columbia Valley). Black licorice, flower, 

cherry and asphalt aromas are followed by ripe fruit 
flavors in this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Mer-
lot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. There’s lot of 
sumptuousness. It hits the mark. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

90 Syncline 2019 Subduction Red (Columbia 
Valley). This wine is 38% Syrah, 22% 

Mourvèdre, 18% Carignan, 17% Grenache and 5% 
Cinsault. The aromas draw you into the glass, with 
notes of wet concrete, black raspberry, dark cherry 

and herbs. The flavors are light, bright, and pure, 
not fully delivering on all of that promise though 
still bringing heaping amounts of enjoyment. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $25 

90 Three Rivers 2018 Trivulet (Wahluke Slope). 
For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

89 DeLille 2018 Minuit (Yakima Valley). Mal-
bec (70%) takes center stage, with the rest 

Cabernet Sauvignon. Aromas of plum, dried orange 
peel and spice are followed by flavors that show a 
lot of elegance. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

89 Revelry 2017 Range Grenache-Syrah (Colum-
bia Valley). Grenache makes up 65% of this 

wine. The barrel influence is primary, with notes of 
coffee and spice. Plump fruit and barrel flavors fol-
low. There’s enjoyment to be had, but the varieties 
get a bit lost in the vinification. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

88 Kevin White 2018 Heritage DuBrul Vineyard 
(Yakima Valley). Coming from one of the 

state’s top sites, this wine is 57% Cabernet Sau-
vignon and 43% Merlot. Dried tobacco, olive and 
cherry aromas are followed by citrusy, center-
focused flavors. A smoky finish caps it off. It’s an 
unusual expression of this site. —S.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

89 Eternal 2017 Eternal Optimism G-S-M (Walla 
Walla Valley). Grenache and Syrah make 

up 40% of this wine, with Mourvèdre comprising 
the rest. Aromas of gravel, asparagus, boysenberry 
and plum are followed by creamy feeling fruit fla-
vors that are lighter through the middle but hold 
together to maintain their balance. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $44 

89 Nine Hats 2019 Red (Columbia Valley). The 
aromas are closed up initially, with notes 

of plum, orange peel and spice emerging over time. 
Plump, fleshy flavors that are light in the middle fol-
low. It has a pleasing yum factor. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $20 

88 Caprio Cellars 2016 Eleanor Estate (Walla 
Walla Valley). Cabernet Sauvignon (52%) 

and Merlot (36%) make up most of this wine, with 
the rest bits of Malbec and Cabernet Franc. The 
aromas intrigue, with notes of black currant, black-
berry jam, blueberry and spice. Fleshy flavors fol-
low. It shows the warmth of the vintage. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

88 Foundation 2018 Ransom Note (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas offer notes of toast, 

roasted coffee bean and wood, with the barrel influ-
ence upfront. Ripe fruit flavors follow, with the tan-
nins showing some astringency. Perhaps some time 
will pull it together. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $38 
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88 Liberty Lake 2018 Heritage Reserve (Red 
Mountain). Aged 18 months in new Ameri-

can oak, Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 50% of this 
wine, with Syrah the other half. Aromas of wood 
spice, vanilla, blue fruit and mesquite are followed 
by full-bodied, creamy fruit flavors. The oak tries to 
steal the show. Perhaps more time in the cellar will 
bring it into balance. —S.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

88 Andrew Januik 2018 Los Molinos (Columbia 
Valley). Grenache makes up 58% of this 

wine, with Syrah 22% and Mourvèdre 20%. The 
aromas are quite subdued and hard to tease out, 
with notes of chalky cherry and spice. The palate 
is more giving, with plump, rounded fruit flavors. 
—S.S. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $60 

88 Tinte Cellars 2018 Irish Eyes (Columbia Val-
ley). Coming from Dineen, Meek and Wein-

bau vineyards, this is a blend of 41% Grenache, 39% 
Syrah and 20% Mourvèdre. Aromas of raspberry, 
blue fruit, black pepper, rock salt and nori lead to 
subdued, surprisingly light fruit flavors. There are 
interesting things happening, but it all seems a bit 
faint. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

87 Dusted Valley 2018 Squirrel Tooth Alice Stone 
Tree Vineyard (Wahluke Slope). Grenache 

makes up 90% of this wine, with Mourvèdre 7% 
and Syrah 3%. The aromas are funky out of the gate, 
with notes of matchstick, potpourri, campfire, olive 
and mineral. Smoky flavors follow, with mesquite 
notes on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

87 Novelty Hill 2018 Oxbow (Columbia Valley). 
Grenache comprises 46% of this wine, with 

the rest equal parts Syrah and Mourvèdre. Cherry, 
licorice, and spice aromas are followed by light fruit 
flavors that paint around the edges. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $50 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Latta 2018 Weinbau Vineyard Malbec (Wah-
luke Slope). The aromas are reserved, with 

notes of plum, tar, herb, orange peel and graphite. 
The palate is a Malbec prototype, with ripe, juicy 
plum flavors sprinkled with fresh herbs, with a vein 
of acidity enlivening it. A lingering finish caps it off. 
It has a big yum factor. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

91 Syncline 2019 Estate Grown Gamay Noir 
(Columbia Gorge). There is very little Gamay 

grown in Washington, with these young vines seem-
ing to have found an ideal home in the Gorge. The 
aromas explode from the glass, with notes of moun-
tain strawberry, red cherry and crushed granite 
along with heaping amounts of herbs and cinnamon 
stick. The flavors are elegant, pure and juicy, with 
plenty of crunchy red fruit and dried cinnamon-like 

tannins. It’s a complete delight. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

90 Kiona 2019 Estate Grown Sangiovese (Red 
Mountain). The aromas are bright, with 

notes of raspberry and cherry gummy sprinkled with 
spice. There’s sophistication to the elegant fruit fla-
vors. Grainy tannins back it all up. It delights. The 
wine doesn’t display the strong acidity the variety 
often brings but more than makes up for it in charm. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

89 Three Rivers 2018 Seven Hills Vineyard Petit 
Verdot (Walla Walla Valley). The aromas 

offer notes of roasted espresso bean, flowers and 
black cherry. There’s a lot to like on the palate, with 
its bright acidity and firm grip of tannins. Give it 
some time in the cellar, a long decant or a big piece 
of steak. —S.S. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $36 

89 Tinte Cellars 2018 Gamache Vineyard Mal-
bec (Columbia Valley). Mocha, plum, fruit 

leather and blackberry aromas are followed by 
smooth feeling flavors. It’s center focused with 
lightly grainy tannins, but there are good things 
around it if they soften. —S.S. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $42 

88 Category 5 2018 Dineen Vineyard Petit Ver-
dot (Rattlesnake Hills). Aromas of cherry 

and Red Vines candies and herbs are followed by 
plush feeling flavors. The concentration dips in the 
middle on an otherwise interesting wine. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $42 

88 Dusted Valley 2018 Southwind Vineyard 
Cabernet Franc (Walla Walla Valley). This is 

almost all varietal, with just a pinch of Petit Ver-
dot (2%). Dark chocolate, baking spice and freshly 
ground coffee aromas are followed by a palate that 
is as much about structure as fruit flavors. The tan-
nins are firm and quite dry out of the gate. Some 
time in the cellar might bring them in check, per-
haps. The stuffing is there. Best after 2027. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

88 Tinte Cellars 2018 Cabernet Franc (Colum-
bia Valley). Fruit for this wine comes from 

Dineen and Weinbau vineyards. Dried tobacco, 
orange oil, cigar box and tar aromas are out front. 
The palate is soft in feel. Green pepper notes linger 
on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

88 Kiona 2019 Estate Bottled Lemberger (Red 
Mountain). Fruit for this wine comes from 

the first Lemberger vines planted in the United 
States. The aromas are not fully ready to reveal their 
charms, with notes of roasted coffee bean and berry. 
The palate displays the elegance of the vintage, with 
blue fruit and orange rind flavors on the finish. Pair 
it with burgers from the grill. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

SAUVIGNON BLANC

93 DeLille 2018 Marguerite Sauvignon Blanc 
(Columbia Valley). This is the first vintage 

of this wine, which saw 18 months in cigar-shaped 
barrels. With fruit coming from Sagemoor Block 5, 
it was aged sur lie. Appealing aromas of beeswax, 
tropical fruit, herbs and pink grapefruit are fol-
lowed by a rounded palate, full of kiwi and pine-
apple flavors. It’s ripe, but with well-balanced acid-
ity, with the texture only adding to the appeal. The 
finish is endless. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $75 

89 Cedergreen Cellars 2018 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Columbia Valley). The aromas offer notes 

of green herbs, flowers and tropical fruit. Lemon 
and lime flavors follow, with plentiful kiwi accents. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $19 

89 Efeste 2020 Feral Evergreen Vineyard Sau-
vignon Blanc (Ancient Lakes). Aromas of 

melon, herbs and papaya are followed by tart fruit 
flavors. Light and juicy, it brings a sense of grace, 
with the acidity that this vineyard brings. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Januik 2020 Sagemoor Vineyards Sauvignon 
Blanc (Columbia Valley). The aromas offer 

notes of cantaloupe and candied melon, with citrus 
accents. A broad, weighty palate follows. It needs 
more acidity to fully stand it up. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Tinte Cellars 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas are quite subdued. 

Herbs, pineapple and citrus lead to light fruit fla-
vors. It’s hard to tell which direction it’s going. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Sound Goods NV Sauvignon Blanc (Washing-
ton). This is a canned offering coming out 

of a company in Seattle. Aromas of herbs and citrus 
lead to fleshy fruit flavors. Put it in your backpack 
for the mountaintop. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $16/250 ml 

CHARDONNAY

92 Passing Time 2019 Chardonnay (Columbia 
Valley). Esteemed Celilo Vineyard grapes 

(45%) make up the bulk of this wine, followed by 
Boushey (22%), Kenny Hill in Walla Walla Valley 
(22%) and Conner Lee. Aromas of toast, peach, 
pineapple and cream are followed by stone and 
tropical fruit flavors that display pleasing elegance 
and intensity. The finish lingers. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $55 

90 Januik 2019 Cold Creek Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Columbia Valley). Aromas of clarified 

butter, apple, custard and peach are followed by 
creamy feeling vanilla and spice flavors. It’s a some-
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what more stylistic offering of this variety than the 
norm for this producer, with plenty of enjoyment to 
be had. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Revelry 2019 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Wahluke Slope). Aromas of lees, pear, 

kiwi and cream are followed by lemon curd flavors. 
The acidity of the vintage motors it. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $42 

88 Trailstone 2019 Chardonnay (Columbia Val-
ley). The aromas are bright, with notes of 

yellow apple, pear and spice. Creamy feeling corn 
on the cob flavors follow. It’s very varietally correct, 
with a lot to like. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $19 

86 Three Rivers 2019 Chardonnay (Columbia 
Valley). The aromas are bright, with notes 

of freshly cut apple, the underside of a pineapple 
and mineral. The palate is somewhat viscous in 
feel, with a medicinal note running through it that 
causes significant distraction. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

RIESLING

89 Efeste 2020 Evergreen Vineyard Riesling 
(Ancient Lakes). The aromas are subdued 

for the variety, with notes of whole lime and herbs. 
The flavors are center focused and compact, with a 
Nestea iced tea note on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 United Ink 2020 Riesling (Columbia Valley). 
The aromas are quite subdued for the vari-

ety, the notes of lime and Nestea iced tea. Broad, 
just off-dry flavors follow. It’s a straightforward 
quaffer. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

85 B. Lovely 2020 Late Harvest Riesling (Wash-
ington). The aromas offer notes of tin, Man-

darin orange slices, wilted flowers and lime leaf. 
Medium-sweet flavors follow with the concentra-
tion not all there. It needs more acidity to lift it up. 
—S.S. 
abv: 10% Price: $NA 

85 Paradise Peak 2020 Riesling (Washington). 
Aromas of flowers, smoke and herbs are fol-

lowed by medium-sweet flavors. It needs more acid-
ity to stand it up. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $NA 

WHITE BLENDS

91 Lydian 2020 Alto (Columbia Valley). A blend 
of 80% Sauvignon Blanc and 20% Sémillon, 

this wine is still settling into the bottle. Aromas of 
lemon, grass and herbs are followed by tart, mouth-
watering citrus flavors that bring pleasing intensity. 

It lingers on the finish. The acidity drives it. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $18 

90 Kiona 2019 Estate Grown & Bottled Cuvée 
Arte Misia (Red Mountain). White wines 

are seldom seen from this red dominated appella-
tion. This one is a blend of 59% Roussanne, 23% 
Chenin Blanc and 18% Viognier. Aromas of corn 
silk, almond and cream are followed by a lightly 
creamy feeling palate. Toasty notes finish it off. It 
works. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $30 

90 Reynvaan Family Vineyards 2018 Queen’s 
Road White Estate White In the Rocks Vine-

yard (Walla Walla Valley). This is a blend of Mar-
sanne and Viognier. Lime, almond, peach and spice 
aromas are followed by flavors that dance lightly 
but show a pretty sense of balance. It delivers a lot 
of intrigue. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Syncline 2020 Boushey Vineyard Picpoul 
(Yakima Valley). Though planted in minis-

cule amounts, this variety is excelling in the state, 
with this producer consistently making one of the 
most compelling bottlings. The aromas pop, with 
notes of lemon zest, wet stone and white water-
melon rind. The palate is medium-bodied in feel, 
with the blast of acidity that the variety brings. Pair 
it with seared scallops with a lemon beurre blanc. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

90 Efeste 2020 Adrienne Willard Farms Vine-
yard Chenin Blanc (Yakima Valley). With 

grapes coming from vines planted in 1980, the aro-
mas intrigue, with notes of spice, almond skin and 
wet stone. The palate is lively and flavorful. A vein 
of lemony acidity runs through it. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

89 Cedergreen Cellars 2018 Old Vine Chenin 
Blanc (Columbia Valley). Chenin seems to 

be going, going, gone in Washington. This holdout 
shows the loss. Aromas of honey, lemon balm and 
apple lead to a palate that is broader in feel, with 
plenty of detail. It wants a bit more acidity to stitch 
it together, but there are lots of good things hap-
pening. —S.S. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $21 

89 Revelry 2020 Range Grenache Blanc (Colum-
bia Valley). The aromas start out reductive, 

followed by notes of whole lime, dried herbs, ocean 
air and wet stone. The palate is light and airy. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

87 Nine Hats 2019 Pinot Gris (Columbia Valley). 
Aromas of kiwi and pineapple are followed 

by tropical fruit flavors that start out broad and 

then taper. The concentration is light, but it broad-
ens. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

87 Tinte Cellars 2020 Viognier (Columbia Val-
ley). This wine was fermented in concrete 

barrel and stainless steel with the fruit coming from 
Conner Lee and Gamache vineyards. The aromas 
are bright, with notes of cantaloupe, white flowers 
and peach. Full-bodied Jolly Rancher flavors follow, 
breaking up in the middle. —S.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $30 

86 Trailstone 2019 Pinot Gris (Columbia Val-
ley). Aromas of lime, lemon and herbs lead 

to lightly styled citrus flavors. The concentration is 
quite faint. —S.S. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $21 

SPARKLING WINES

90 Syncline 2019 Estate Grown Brut Sparkling 
Grüner Veltliner (Columbia Gorge). Syncline 

has long sourced fruit from Underwood Mountain 
and more recently Yakima Valley for this wine. This 
is the first estate offering. Herb and citrus aromas 
are followed by bone-dry, sprightly biscuit and cit-
rus flavors. It’s promise and delivery. —S.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

87 Cedergreen Cellars NV Frizzante (Columbia 
Valley). This is an exceedingly rare offering 

of sparkling Chenin from Washington. Closed with 
a screw cap, there aren’t a lot of bubbles to be found 
in this bubbly, unfortunately. The citrus and melon 
flavors are lovely. It’s more successful as a white. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $25 

ROSÉS

91 Gramercy 2020 Olsen Vineyard Rosé (Colum-
bia Valley). Cinsault makes up 50% of this 

wine, with the rest nearly equal parts Grenache and 
Syrah. An appealing pale peach color, it offers aro-
mas of spice, herb, wet stone and strawberry. The 
palate is fuller feeling, graceful and seamless, calling 
to you to take another sip. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Efeste 2020 Oldfield Estate Rosé (Yakima 
Valley). A pretty pale peach color, this wine 

is almost equal parts Mourvèdre and Grenache. 
Aromas of watermelon and wet stone are followed 
by elegant, juicy flavors. There’s a lot to like. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

90 Syncline 2020 Rosé (Horse Heaven Hills). 
Cinsault makes up 57% of this wine, with 

the rest Mourvèdre. It’s all about palate presence, 
starting out with sleek but well-balanced flavors 
that broaden over time. —S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $25 
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89 Charles & Charles 2020 Rosé (Columbia Val-
ley). For full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 11.8% Price: $13 

88 Canvasback 2020 Walla Walla Valley Rosé 
(Walla Walla Valley). Rosés are seldom 

made in the valley. This one starts out seeming 
toasty, perhaps due to some reduction? Medium-
bodied flavors follow, with plenty of acidity behind 
them. It’s hard to tell exactly where it’s going, but it 
has good stuffing. —S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

88 Tinte Cellars 2020 Rose of Counoise Rosé 
(Rattlesnake Hills). Quite pale in color, 

this wine was fermented in concrete. The aromas 
offer notes of spice and herb. The palate is dry and 
straight down the fairway. —S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

87 Seven Hills Winery 2020 Dry Rosé of Cabernet 
Franc Rosé (Columbia Valley). A pretty pale 

salmon color, this wine brings aromas of green pep-
per, smoke, herb and citrus. Light, bright flavors 
follow, with smoke and green pepper on the finish. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

87 Sound Goods NV Rosé (Washington). Com-
plete with a Mad Libs-style tasting note on 

the side, this canned wine is a very pale peach color. 
Aromas of strawberry, rhubarb and melon rind are 
followed by dry, fuller feeling flavors. There’s plenty 
of enjoyment to be had. —S.S. 
abv: 12.38% Price: $16/250 ml 

OREGON
CHARDONNAY

96 Walter Scott 2019 X-Novo Vineyard Char-
donnay (Eola-Amity Hills). This offers 

palate-piercing flavors of bitter herb, lemon zest, 
grapefruit, apple and green melon. It’s compact and 
extremely youthful. The details and accents that lie 
within must be teased out with extra aeration. It’s 
aromatic and inviting, showing just a little of the 
impact of aging in some new barrels. The entire 
Walter Scott lineup of Chardonnays hews to a very 
specific style, and all are ageworthy. Drink this one 
after 2024, and it will still have another prime 
decade of life. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $85 

95 Walter Scott 2019 Sojeau Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Eola-Amity Hills). This may be Walter 

Scott’s first Chardonnay from this vineyard. It’s 
dense and rich, marrying barrel toast and toffee to 
the tang of brisk acidity. Holding down the center 
is the immaculate and compact fruit, a zesty mix 
of citrus, apple, white peach and jicama. There are 
endless details and the depth to hold them. This 
wine should continue to develop and improve over 
the next decade or longer. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

94 Colene Clemens 2018 Estate Chardonnay 
(Chehalem Mountains). Crystal clarity and 

precision mark this wine, only the second vintage 
sourced from estate-grown Dijon clone grapes. It 
deftly balances lightly spiced apple and pear fruit 
with crisp acidity. Aging in a mix of vessels, includ-
ing 500 liter puncheons, brings a nice touch of 
toast. The balance and depth of this young wine 
suggest that it will continue to improve and evolve 
over the next half decade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

94 Walter Scott 2019 Seven Springs Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Eola-Amity Hills). This is just 

a bit more rounded out on the palate than the Free-
dom Hill cuvée, with a lush and juicy quality that 
suggests slightly riper fruit. Citrus flavors domi-
nate, a lovely mix of lime, lemon, grapefruit and 
green pineapple. There’s plenty of refreshing acidity 
without turning the wine at all sour. The depth and 
detail are exceptional. Drink through 2031. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

93 Walter Scott 2019 Freedom Hill Vineyard 
Mt. Pisgah Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). 

This wine is sleek and aromatic, with a defining 
pungency that mixes citrus fruit and a hint of die-
sel, almost like a Sauvignon Blanc. Though picked 
early (as far as sugars are concerned), the wine is 
plenty ripe, fresh and zesty. Delicate flavors of green 
herbs, lemon rind, apple and pear are accented with 
a touch of toast. There’s even a suggestion of cream 
in the finish, which bodes well for further aging. 
Drink from 2023 on. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

92 Argyle 2018 Reserve Chardonnay (Willa-
mette Valley). Light and showing pretty 

flavors of freshly squeezed lime, this young wine 
sneaks up on you. The mix includes Knudsen and 
Lone Star vineyard fruit. The barrel flavors, mod-
erated by the use of just 15% new oak, add pleas-
ing touches of toasted hazelnut, butter and cara-
mel corn. The finish gathers strength and richness, 
while holding steady to the balance of fruit, acidity 
and barrel. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Walter Scott 2019 Cuvée Anne Chardon-
nay (Eola-Amity Hills). Quite dry and put 

through complete malolactic fermentation, this 
retains its zip and zest with plenty of remaining 
acidity. The new oak is restrained but adds a nice 
toasty frame around what is still a stiff young wine. 
The compact fruit flavors deftly mix citrus flesh, 
citrus rind, green and yellow apples and a hint of 
seashell. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

91 Lundeen 2016 Articulate Chardonnay (Willa-
mette Valley). At five years of age this is in 

prime drinking condition. It was fermented in bar-
rel and given three months of lees stirring, adding a 
nice creaminess to the mouthfeel. Toasted hazelnut, 
butter and lemon oil components have aged into 
prominence around crisp apple fruit. The wine has 

retained its freshness and may be enjoyed over the 
next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

91 Résonance 2018 Hyland Vineyard Chardonnay 
(McMinnville). Hyland Vineyard has some of 

Oregon’s oldest vines, though it is not known if any 
of the original plantings are part of this wine. It’s 
tight and almost steely, with compact green herb, 
apple and earth flavors. A thin vein of iron ore can 
be detected, and the overall balance and style sug-
gest that it could be aged another half decade or 
longer. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Suzor 2018 The Sunflower Chardonnay (Van 
Duzer Corridor). Sourced from the Left Coast 

Vineyard, this is a bright and attractive wine with 
a high-toned presence. Buttery and full-bodied, it 
sports ripe citrus, cantaloupe and pineapple fruit 
with just a light touch of caramel popcorn. It’s a 
delicious wine in a fine drinking window. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $30 

88 Carabella 2019 Dijon Clones Estate Chardon-
nay (Chehalem Mountains). This is a bright 

and spicy wine that puts its emphasis on the herbal 
side of Chardonnay. Green herbs, lemon verbena, 
pineapple sage and more are in play. Aging in 15% 
new oak barrels adds a patina of buttery toast. It’s 
light and crisp and should work well with fresh 
prawns sautéed in butter. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $32 

88 Lundeen 2019 Articulate Chardonnay (Wil-
lamette Valley). This young wine brings 

flavors of snap peas, freshly picked white asparagus 
and green citrus. It was barrel fermented, but does 
not at the moment reveal much in the way of bar-
rel toast. It is still new enough that more bottle age 
should help to meld the flavors and expand the pal-
ate. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $48 

88 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2019 Estate 
Chardonnay (Willamette Valley). The fla-

vors stack rather than meld; first lemony acidity, 
then crisp apple fruit and finally some mild toast 
from aging in one-quarter new oak. More bottle 
time should help them integrate. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $30 

87 Naumes 2018 Chardonnay (Rogue Valley). 
Toasty and ripe, this pushes apple, Meyer 

lemon, pineapple and mango fruit up against fram-
ing barrel flavors of toasted nuts and vanilla. The 
wood is not entirely integrated so aeration is rec-
ommended. Overall this is a straightforward, fruit-
driven, rather blocky but flavorful wine. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 Yamhill Valley 2019 Chardonnay (McMin-
nville). This was barrel fermented and has a 

pleasantly toasty aspect. The fruit is lightly ripened 
and tastes of green apples. There’s a buttery flavor 
underlying the fruit, which suggests full malolactic 
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fermentation took place. It’s a clean, rather simple 
but stylish bottle that’s ready for drinking. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

PINOT GRIS

93 Cardwell Hill 2020 Estate Bottled Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). Rich and supple, this 

expressive wine pulls together apple, melon, white 
peach and pear fruit flavors in its core. Light spices 
and just the right touch of supporting acidity keep 
it fresh and balanced. The finish is crisp and clearly 
defined, bringing suggestions of candied water-
melon rind as it tails away. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $22 

92 Cardwell Hill 2020 Pinot Gris (Willamette 
Valley). This fruity wine has some chew-

ing gum flavors, along with threads of green herbs, 
lemon and pineapple. The concentration empha-
sizes the fresh and fully ripe condition of the fruit, 
which lingers on through a finish laced with wet 
stone. With this level of ripeness, concentration 
and balance, it’s a good candidate for another half 
decade of cellaring. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $22 

92 Shumaker 2020 Pinot Gris (Tualatin Hills). 
Some free CO₂ gives this an ultrafresh 

mouthfeel, though it stops short of spritzy. Bril-
liant, ripe lemon and orange and peach and papaya 
fruits shine through, sappy and juicy. With fruit this 
ripe and delicious, it would seem to be foolish not to 
dive in and drink it up while young. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

91 Portlandia 2020 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). For full review see page 16. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 A to Z 2020 Pinot Gris (Oregon). For full 
review see page 17. Editors’ Choice.

abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

90 Ridgecrest 2020 Old Vine Estate Pinot Gris 
(Ribbon Ridge). Nicely detailed and already 

in good drinking condition, this mixes fruit flavors 
of apple and pear with peppery white radish. It has 
a lively palate that’s young and fresh, with underly-
ing minerality. Enjoy this over the next two or three 
years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $24 

88 Mignanelli 2019 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). An Oregon wine from a Sonoma vint-

ner, this was made and bottled in Dundee, so these 
grapes were spared any long-distance travel. It’s 
crisp and steely, with skin flavors of apple, cucum-
ber and citrus. Drink over the next couple of years. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

87 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2020 Pinot Gris 
(Willamette Valley). Bright flavors of cut 

pear have a high-toned note that carries into the 
main body of flavor. Think juicy fruit gum, but with 
some aromatic volatility. Give it a good chill and 
that will cut down on any off flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $17 

87 Wine by Joe 2019 Pinot Gris (Willamette Val-
ley). Clean, crisp and made entirely in stain-

less, this is a plain and serviceable white wine, but 
without the complexity of many other PGs from the 
Willamette Valley. Green apple flesh and skin car-
ries it through a quick, tart finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

85 Naumes 2019 Pinot Gris (Rogue Valley). 
There’s a sour, sweaty start to this wine that 

is off-putting at first. Dig past that and some pleas-
antly tart citrus and green apple fruit flavors fill the 
midpalate, backed with ample acidity. The finish is 
quick and one-dimensional. —P.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $25 

OTHER WHITE WINES

95 Ridgecrest 2020 Estate Dry Riesling (Ribbon 
Ridge). For full review see page 6. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

94 Peter William 2019 Daisy Creek Vineyard 
Viognier (Rogue Valley). For full review see 

page 8. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

92 Cliff Creek 2019 MRV Rhône-style White 
Blend (Rogue Valley). This Southern Rhône-

style blend is 47% Viognier, 35% Roussanne and 
18% Marsanne. Fermented in a mix of stainless and 
barrel, it’s a lusciously rich wine with ripe flavors 
of peaches and pears. There are highlights of citrus 
rind also, and even a touch of grapefruit. It’s a full-
bodied, generous wine with the structure to age for 
another half decade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $22 

92 Troon 2020 Estate Vineyard Kubli Bench Ver-
mentino (Applegate Valley). For full review 

see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $25 

91 Brigadoon 2020 Pinot Blanc (Willamette Val-
ley). This lively take on Pinot Blanc streaks 

across the palate with lemon, grapefruit and pine-
apple flavors. There’s ample acidity (it was not put 
through malolactic), but fermentation in neutral 
wood has helped to tame the sharpness a bit. A per-
sistent note of anise carries the wine from start to 
finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

91 Dobbes Family Estate 2020 Crater View Vine-
yard Grenache Blanc (Rogue Valley). This 

spicy take on the grape is sharp and focused. The 
crisp flavors run the gamut from jicama, celery and 
cucumber to green apple and melon. It’s a tasty mix 
that’s quite dry and finishes with a burst of acid-

ity. It’s 100% varietal and was aged in all neutral 
French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 Dobbes Family Estate 2019 A Blooming Hill 
Vineyard Riesling (Chehalem Mountains). 

Just a notch up from bone-dry, this features excel-
lent texture and a mixed palate of lemon, lime, 
grapefruit and pineapple, with skin and flesh fla-
vors equally mixed. They penetrate deeply into and 
through the finish, with excellent concentration. 
Though dry, it would be an interesting wine to age 
awhile to see how those flavors develop. —P.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $35 

90 Sound & Vision 2020 Layne Vineyard Ver-
mentino (Applegate Valley). This excellent 

take on a grape rarely found in Oregon is sourced, 
believe it or not, from 32-year-old vines. Crisp 
apple, citrus rind, fresh green herbs and harmoni-
ous mineral tones all belie the low alcohol. There’s 
nothing missing or underripe here, and the overall 
body and balance are spot-on. —P.G. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $24 

89 Naumes 2019 Viognier (Rogue Valley). Fer-
mented in a roughly equal mix of concrete 

egg and puncheon, this opens with aromas of grape-
fruit skin and honeysuckle. It seems to flatten out 
on the palate, with broad flavors of citrus flesh and 
rind dominating. The acidity carries it out the fin-
ish, with lingering grapefruit and light green botani-
cal flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Wine by Joe 2020 Pinot Blanc (Willamette 
Valley). Fermented in stainless and popped 

out into the market almost immediately, this is as 
fresh as a wine can be. The crisp fruit flavors are set 
around concentrated pear, fleshy and slightly grainy, 
with accents of cucumber, white radish and jicama. 
Best Buy. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Awen 2018 Grenache Blanc (Rogue Valley). 
This has fruit aplenty, a mix of ripe apple, 

Asian pear and melon. It seems to hit a boundary 
midpalate, making a sudden transition to more bit-
ter phenolic flavors of mixed herbs. Another year in 
the bottle may smooth it out. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

88 Daisy Creek 2018 Double Play (Rogue Val-
ley). This southern Rhône-style white 

blend is 51% Roussanne, 41% Marsanne and 8% 
Viognier, all whole cluster pressed and stainless 
steel fermented. It’s fresh and spicy, with more skin 
than flesh fruit flavors. There’s a bright peppery 
character that suggests a pairing with poultry that’s 
given a good hit of pepper as it cooks. This might be 
mistaken for a Grüner Veltliner, but by any name it’s 
a wine to enjoy while the fresh flavors remain. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

88 Ridgecrest 2020 Estate Grüner Veltliner 
(Ribbon Ridge). This turns a little flat on 

the palate, maybe starting down the path of oxida-
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tion. It’s soft and broad and already seems to be fad-
ing, showing light flavors of fresh herbs, pineapple 
and lemon rind. Give it a good chill and drink it over 
the next couple of years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

85 Awen 2018 Albariño (Applegate Valley). 
Whole cluster pressed and fermented in 

neutral French oak, this is already showing signs of 
age and hints of oxidation. There’s an off-taste that 
seems a bit gluey and obscures the fruit. Secondary 
fruit flavors suggest late-picked apples. Drink up. 
Just one bottle was submitted. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

SPARKLING WINES

91 Argyle 2017 Vintage Brut (Willamette Val-
ley). An exceptional value in a widely avail-

able Oregon sparkling wine made by the Champagne 
method, this blends Pinot Noir (30%) and Char-
donnay (55%), with 15% Pinot Meunier. Mixed 
apple and citrus fruit and underlying minerality 
all propel this to the top of its price class. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

89 Troon 2020 Fizzante (Applegate Valley). 
This metodo ancestrale wine is a pét-nat 

made with a 50-50 cofermented blend of estate-
grown Sangiovese and Montepulciano. It’s a robust 
plum red and exceptionally tannic for a sparkling 
wine. There’s plenty of backing acidity, a refresh-
ing mineral base and a compact core of blackberry 
fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $35 

88 Troon 2020 Pét tanNat (Applegate Valley). 
As the punny name suggests, this méthode 

ancestrale wine is made from estate-grown Tannat, 
which must surely place it among the most unusual 
pét-nat wines in the world. The wine is a bright 
straw color and finished in an ultra-brut (bone-dry) 
style. It turns foamy in the mouth with crisp flavors 
of apple skin and lemon oil. Finished with a crown 
cap, it should be consumed over the next year or 
two. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $35 

87 Sokol Blosser 2017 Blanc de Blanc (Dundee 
Hills). Made with 30% Pinot Blanc and 70% 

Chardonnay, this was aged for 33 months before 
being disgorged this past February. It’s a first for 
Sokol Blosser, with grapes from the Thistle Vine-
yard. Some SO₂ scents remain but will blow off. The 
wine is big-boned, fleshy and fruity, with pear and 
apple flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $56 

87 Troon 2020 Piquette! (Applegate Valley). 
For experienced long-term wine tasters, 

completely new wine styles are rather rare. Enter 
Piquette. It’s an old-fashioned peasants’ wine, made 
from adding water to the pomace and then re-press-
ing to extract some final flavors. The fermentation 
is stopped before the CO₂ has dispersed, a crown 

cap is applied, and you have a lightly fizzy méthode 
ancestrale poor man’s bubbly. This new edition is 
savory, light, refreshing and ready for immediate 
consumption. —P.G. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $25 

PINOT NOIR ROSÉS

91 Ridgecrest 2020 Estate Pinot Noir Rosé (Rib-
bon Ridge). This lovely rosé hints at baking 

spice, toast, strawberry and even a dusting of cocoa. 
It’s a delicate yet deep wine, with flavors that con-
tinue on through a long, clean, still developing fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $24 

90 Cardwell Hill 2020 Rosé from Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). Very pretty strawberry 

and cherry fruit shines here, with excellent concen-
tration and accents of blood orange. This is forward 
and concentrated yet it retains an elegant balance. 
The fruit flavors are front-loaded and quite appeal-
ing, so this should be tasted at the earliest possible 
opportunity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $22 

90 Wine by Joe 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). A pretty rose-copper hue, 

this appealing rosé mixes scents of orange blossom 
and lemon oil, and it opens into a fairly broad pal-
ate with tart strawberry as its anchor. Threads of 
citrus and stone run through it, with herbal accents 
as well. It’s well-balanced and shows interesting 
nuances on through a lingering finish. Best Buy. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Darque 2019 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Not clear if this wine is a late 

release or just reached us late, but it’s well on its 
way to becoming an orange wine. It’s peppery and 
loaded with semi-oxidized fruit flavors of citrus and 
rind, particularly oranges. It’s made from Dijon 777 
clone fruit grown at the Vitae Springs Vineyard. 
Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 12.6% Price: $24 

88 Iris Vineyards 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). Spicy, lightly peppery, tart 

and tasty, this is a satisfying dry rosé with straw-
berry and sour cherry fruit. It’s got enough tannins 
to lend some stiffness to the finish without turning 
herbal or bitter. —P.G. 
abv: 11.8% Price: $18 

87 Et Fille 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Sourced from the Kalita Vineyard 

and fermented entirely in stainless, this is rather 
high in listed alcohol for a rosé, yet it feels light-
weight on the palate. Citrus and sour cherry fruits 
come and go quickly, exiting with a generic could-
be-anything flavor. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $28 

OTHER ROSÉS

91 Troon 2019 Kubli Bench Amber Rosé (Apple-
gate Valley). The aptly named Amber is the 

color of ambergris and technically an orange wine. 
Lovely flavors of candied orange peel dive down 
deeply through the palate, with lingering hints of 
cinnamon and clove. A blend of Riesling, Vermen-
tino and Viognier, all fermented on their skins, it’s 
quite fragrant with orange blossom highlights. All 
in all a unique and beautifully designed wine, it 
should be enjoyed over the next year or two. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

90 Troon 2020 Kubli Bench Rosé (Applegate 
Valley). From the estate vineyard, this 

lightly tawny, straw-colored wine is 60% Tinta 
Roriz and 40% Primitivo. It’s flavorful and fruity, 
with white peach, citrus and Rainier cherry. It’s got 
some grip in the finish, showing some tannic power 
as it fades away with hints of herbal tea. —P.G. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $25 

87 Portlandia 2020 Rosé (Willamette Valley). 
This is quite light, and unlike most Willa-

mette Valley rosés it’s a blend. Pinot Gris is 55%, 
Pinot Noir 30% and the rest a mix of Riesling, 
Müller- Thurgau and Gewürztraminer. Delicate aro-
mas of rose petal and strawberry add a nice touch, 
though the flavors turn generic and the finish does 
a quick fade. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2020 Estate 
Rosé (Willamette Valley). Lightly fruity with 

firm acidity, this offers thin flavors of watermelon 
and strawberry. In this difficult vintage, a lot of rosé 
was made. This is serviceable and tart and should 
be consumed chilled. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

PINOT NOIR

96 Rex Hill 2018 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). For full review see page 4. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $58 

95 Kelley Fox 2018 Maresh Vineyard Red Barn 
Blocks Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). Sourced 

from half-century-old Wädenswil and Pommard 
vines, this block selection brings concentrated 
strawberry and cherry fruit backed with tangy acid-
ity. It’s a vertically oriented palate, and the depth 
of flavor presages a wine that should expand and 
develop further complexity with more years of bot-
tle age. Drink now for early pleasure, or tuck away 
for exploration over the next decade. Cellar Selec-
tion. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

94 Colene Clemens 2018 Max Estate Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). This limited reserve 

pitches black cherry fruit against ripe, dark tannins. 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  35

The impressive density speaks to its strength, and 
as the flavors trail out threads of chicory, tea, cola 
and moist earth contribute to the overall depth and 
power. Drink now and through the decade. Cellar 
Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $96 

94 Dobbes Family Estate 2018 Patricia’s 
Cuvée Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). This 

reserve-level offering is loaded with blackberry and 
black cherry fruit, dusted with coffee powder, and 
brings in additional accents of black olive, smoke, 
earth and iron. It’s a complex wine that needs time 
to unpack all of its pleasures. Aged 10 months in 
60% new French oak, it should be drinking at its 
best in the mid-to-late 2020s. Editors’ Choice. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

94 Kelley Fox 2019 Carter Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). Carter is now a Ken 

Wright property that was planted in 1983 and 
named for the original owners. The old Wädenswil 
vines bring unusual precision and cumin to the 
plum and purple fruits. There are also nice touches 
of iron and anise and breakfast tea. It’s a subtle, 
sturdy wine, with silky tannins and ongoing flavor 
development through a long finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

94 Kelley Fox 2019 Maresh Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This half-century-old-vine 

Pinot is richly fragrant with rose and raspberry. 
Delicate and low alcohol, it’s a wine that rewards 
time and attention. At the heart are flavors of citrus 
and strawberry, raspberry and milk chocolate, all 
delicately applied. The balance, as always with Kel-
ley Fox, is impeccable. This may be the last of these 
old vine selections from Maresh, but it’s a wine that 
should age gracefully for at least another 15 years. 
Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $75 

94 Rex Hill 2018 Shea Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). Sourced from Block 26 

of the iconic Shea Vineyard, this luscious wine has 
lovely accents of caramel and cracker on a base of 
blackberry fruit. The tannins are ripe and still a 
little stiff, and the barrel aging adds a film of cof-
fee grounds. This is a dense, spicy and detailed 
wine with a long tail on the finish. Drinking nicely 
already, it should hit its prime time in the back half 
of the decade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

93 Colene Clemens 2018 Adriane Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This cuvée 

is principally a blend of Dijon 115 and 777 clones. 
It’s dark and sturdy, with stiff tannins and a strong 
savory streak. Details of clove, coffee, herb, earth, 
clay and wet stone are threaded through, making 
this a wine that merits extra attention. The balance 
throughout is exemplary. It was aged 11 months in 
29% new French oak. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

93 Colene Clemens 2018 Victoria Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Essentially a 

block selection that might be considered a reserve 
in many vintages, this mixes Pommard and Dijon 
clones to good effect. The Pommard opens up the 
midpalate and brings supple blue and purple fruits; 
the Dijon clones add stiffer tannins and a savory 
streak. The wine has both depth and power, with 
muscular tannins supported with sharp acidity. Its 
best drinking days are during the back half of the 
2020s. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $70 

93 Kelley Fox 2018 Weber Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). These 35-year-old vines 

fit nicely into the Kelley Fox portfolio of old vine 
Dundee Hills Pinots. They blend together a subtle 
mix of tart berry, lemony acidity, savory herbs and 
hints of coffee grounds. At the core is a palate-
pleasing wine with pretty strawberry fruit com-
ing to medium concentration before trailing out 
through the finish, leaving a hint of cinnamon as it 
fades. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

93 Knudsen 2018 Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). 
Winemaker Nate Klostermann has nailed 

this one perfectly. The pinpoint fruit flavors con-
join raspberry, spicy cranberry and Bing cherry. 
The aging in 20% new French oak adds a touch 
of toast and could benefit from further bottle age. 
What is especially lovely is the way the wine coats 
the palate, the highlights of baking spices and the 
soft, silky tannins. Drink with pleasure immediately 
or age a bit longer to bring out all of the depth and 
detail. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $55 

93 Résonance 2018 Résonance Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). The vineyard for 

which the winery was named dates back to the early 
1980s and was often the featured reserve in Sine-
ann’s Pinot portfolio. Now owned by Maison Louis 
Jadot, it’s turned a style corner, and the wines are 
dark, earthy, tannic and brooding. Stiff and spicy 
beetroot, cranberry and black cherry flavors hold 
down the center, and there is concentrated power 
coiled there, which may need considerable time to 
unwind. Drink this after 2025. Cellar Selection. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

93 Rex Hill 2018 Alloro Vineyard Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). The fruit enters with big 

bang impact right off the bat. Blueberry, blackberry 
and black cherry shine through with suggestions 
of baking spices. The wine has excellent depth and 
balance, with a dusting of coffee grounds, cocoa 
and clean potting soil. With this kind of power 
and weight it should age well over the rest of this 
decade. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

93 Rex Hill 2018 Antiquum Farm Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Though the 

mouthfeel is deceptively light, this has so much 
going on it will require some concentrated atten-

tion to take it all in. Wild blackberry fruit, peppery 
herbs, tannins with black tea flavors, hints of cin-
namon and more are in the mix. Though finished at 
just 13% alcohol, it’s ripened to the exact point of 
perfection for the site and the vintage. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $55 

93 Walter Scott 2019 X-Novo Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). A lovely and rather 

delicate palate incorporates dried cherry, orange 
peel, lemon oil, mushroom compost and breakfast 
tea. Astringent with those tea leaf flavors accenting 
the tannins, it nonetheless rolls gracefully through 
a lingering finish. There’s a touch of sweet spice 
remaining as it trails away. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

92 Authentique 2018 Keeler Estate Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $60 

92 Authentique 2018 The Corridor Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). For full review see page 

12.
abv: 13.2% Price: $42 

92 Colene Clemens 2018 Margo Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). This is an ele-

gant wine, with peppery red fruit flavors of mixed 
berries. There’s a hint of cola and a streak of pine 
needle running down the spine. Still a bit tight, this 
will respond well to ample aeration, which should 
help to open up the astringent, tannic finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $40 

92 Dobbes Family Estate 2018 Eola-Amity Hills 
Cuvée Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). This 

softly fruity wine has instant appeal, with a lovely 
panorama of red plum, blueberry and tart cherry. 
The fruit is lightly accented with savory herbs, cin-
namon and barrel flavors of butter, caramel and 
toast, well integrated and delicately applied. Aged 
10 months in 38% new French oak, this has the 
stuffing to develop further but is drinking quite well 
already. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

92 Dobbes Family Estate 2018 McMinnville 
Cuvée Pinot Noir (McMinnville). This multi-

vineyard blend captures the essence of the AVA 
with its foundational minerality and a firm streak of 
licorice running down the palate. The raspberry and 
marionberry fruits are tight and tart, with compact 
power. It was aged 10 months in French oak, 27% 
of it new. Give this another couple of years of bottle 
age and enjoy it over the rest of the decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

92 Et Fille 2018 Kalita Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Yamhill-Carlton). This vineyard selection 

uses Pommard and Wädenswil clones to create a 
robust, dark and fruit-laden wine. It’s replete with 
blueberry, blackberry and black cherry flavors that 
have the density and purity to drive deeply down 
and through the palate. The tannins stiffen up, sug-
gesting that further bottle age will be an asset. The 
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finish brings layers of pomace, chalk and clay. This 
wine should age very nicely through the rest of the 
decade. Cellar Selection. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $54 

92 Guarachi Family 2018 Fern Creek Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Oregon). This highly regarded 

Sonoma County producer sets its sights on Oregon, 
sourcing the grapes from a family-owned vineyard 
in the new Mount Pisgah AVA. Smooth and supple, 
it seamlessly marries lush barrel flavors of mocha 
and caramel to rich fruit flavors that range from tart 
raspberry to pie cherry, with highlights of choco-
late-covered orange peel. Immensely appealing right 
out of the bottle, this wine has the stuffing to age 
nicely for another half decade or longer. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Kelley Fox 2019 Mirabai Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). The hallmark of Kelley Fox wines is 

elegance, exemplified here in this blend of old vine 
Maresh Vineyard and Weber Vineyard grapes. It’s 
light and lively, with subtle savory notes and tart 
raspberry fruit. Tannins are gently ripened and trail 
out with hints of chamomile tea. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $37 

92 Rex Hill 2018 Sims Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This 20-year-old vineyard 

delivers a richly expressive wine anchored in details 
of dirt, flowers and herbs. The marionberry and 
blackberry fruit strikes a wild and gamy chord and 
shows the density and texture that you may expect 
from a well-farmed biodynamic vineyard. This 
is a balanced, lengthy and captivating wine that 
expands generously with ample aeration. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

92 Rex Hill 2018 Sunny Mountain Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Willamette Valley). Smooth and sup-

ple, this is ripened to a richness that melds black 
cherry fruit with layers of coffee, toast and choco-
late. There’s an earthy underpinning, tangy acidity 
and ripe tannins that bring a palate-pleasing soft-
ness as the wine fades, leaving hints of black olives. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $55 

92 Walter Scott 2019 Temperance Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). The color, 

scent and flavor of fresh raspberries come out 
quickly, along with pleasing accents of composted 
earth, pencil lead, pine needle and powdered cin-
namon. It’s balanced and well-structured, finishing 
with a snappy tartness. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Authentique 2018 Teapot Vineyard Le Petit 
Secret Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). The “lit-

tle secret” remains a mystery, though it may refer-
ence the fact that these are own-rooted biodynamic 
vines. Light and pleasantly savory, the fruit flavors 
reference salmonberry and pomegranate, with bal-
ancing acidity. There are touches of sandalwood and 
sassafras as well. The low alcohol does not reflect a 

lack of depth or detail; it just indicates a wine that 
is lightly drawn. —P.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $60 

91 Brigadoon 2018 Taproot Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). The Taproot spent 14 months 

in one-third new French oak; 15% of the ferment 
was whole clusters. It’s a deft balancing act, adding 
just enough phenolic oomph (technical term) from 
the skins and stems without turning the wine bitter. 
Cherry tobacco, mocha and clean earth flavors are 
in the mix, and this wine shows signs of developing 
very nicely over the next half decade. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Colene Clemens 2019 Dopp Creek Estate Pinot 
Noir (Chehalem Mountains). Lovely details of 

rosemary and thyme are dappled throughout this 
wine, which is anchored in light red fruits such as 
pomegranate and wild raspberry. There are pheno-
lic highlights also, framing the moderately ripe tan-
nins. The savory side of the grape is on display here, 
in a well-balanced and complex bottle. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $32 

91 Darque 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

91 Darque 2018 Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). The winery’s reserve comes from the 

same vineyard east of Salem as the regular bottling 
but gets 50% new oak during two years in barrel. 
Black cherry and vanilla flavors are front and cen-
ter, and there’s a broad streak of sweet tobacco. It’s 
softer and smoother than the other 2018, though 
both are distinctive and compelling in different 
ways. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $42 

91 Et Fille 2018 Heredity Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). This is a light, elegant wine with flo-

ral highlights in both scents and flavors. Sourced 
from a mix of Dundee Hills and Yamhill-Carlton 
vineyards, it brings fruit flavors of tart berries 
accented with lemony acidity. It was aged in one-
third new French oak for almost a year. The tannins 
are moderate but drying, with tea leaf flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $44 

91 Et Fille 2018 Palmer Creek Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This has the open, upfront 

fruit flavors of the Pommard clone, with plenty of 
strawberry front and center. It’s broad and loose, 
with generous flavors of baking spices from aging 
in one-third new and one-third once-used French 
oak barrels. The light tannins exit, leaving tea leaf 
astringency. Drink now and over the next three or 
four years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $54 

91 Knudsen 2017 Reserve Pinot Noir (Dundee 
Hills). There’s moderate concentration 

here, with a mix of black cherry fruit, black olive 
highlights and a thick vein of espresso. The fruit-
barrel balance is proportionate, with both compo-
nents showing a lot of power. A third of the barrels 

were new. As the vines gain more age this will be a 
reserve to watch closely; for now it’s a well-made 
wine that lacks reserve power. It finishes with a lick 
of caramel. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

91 Lundeen 2018 La Cantera Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). Fresh blackberry and 

black cherry fruit stokes the flavors of this young 
wine. The acidity is sharp and the tannins astrin-
gent, with streaks of lemon verbena and green tea. 
Some of the details from this excellent site that 
reveal themselves in older vintages are still a bit 
hidden, so extra aeration and/or bottle age is rec-
ommended. This compact wine will reward further 
aging and close examination. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

91 Lundeen 2016 La Cantera Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). The lightly gamy 

blackberry fruit is accented with pretty flavors of 
mocha and caramel. A strong herbal streak shines 
through, along with the hints of the seashell min-
erality common in this AVA. The long finish distin-
guishes this wine and suggests that it may develop 
even more complexity with further bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $48 

91 Portlandia 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). For full review see page 16. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

91 The Great Oregon Wine Company 2018 Front 
Yard Vineyard Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Some single-vineyard cuvées (this included) that 
were formerly bottled under the Duck Pond label 
have been transferred to this new label following 
the acquisition of Duck Pond by the Integrated Bev-
erage Group. Case production is down and prices are 
up. This wine, aged 14 months in 50% new French 
oak, has muscular tannins, blackberry fruit and a 
strong savory streak. It’s tough and chewy, dense 
and detailed, and may do some interesting things 
over time if you have the patience. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

91 The Great Oregon Wine Company 2017 Del-
aney Vineyard Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Some single-vineyard cuvées (this included) that 
were formerly bottled under the Duck Pond label 
have been transferred to this new label following 
the acquisition of Duck Pond by the Integrated Bev-
erage Group. Delaney remains a first-class site, with 
vines over a quarter century old. Bright and spicy, 
this tightly wound Pinot mixes wild raspberry and 
pie cherry fruit with a lightly chocolaty note from 
aging in 55% new oak. Almost a third of the fer-
ment was done with whole clusters. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

91 Walter Scott 2019 Freedom Hill Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Labeled with 

the newly minted Mount Pisgah AVA, this single-
vineyard bottling opens with a fragrant mix of earth, 
mushroom compost, strawberry and raspberry. It’s 
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juicy and tart, young and compact, and finishes with 
hints of tomato leaves. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Walter Scott 2019 Sequitur Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Ribbon Ridge). Compost and leather 

scents compete with black cherry fruit, but ulti-
mately the fruit is almost up to the challenge. It’s 
a bigger wine than most of the Walter Scott 2019s, 
with more density. The fruit runs from strawberry 
to cherry, but as it breathes the leathery herbal and 
earthy tones take over. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Walter Scott 2019 Sojeau Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Eola-Amity Hills). This is a pretty wine, with 

tart cherry fruit wreathed in scents and flavors of 
thyme, tarragon and lemon verbena. A suggestion 
of chicken stock comes up as it winds through the 
finish, trailing out with more light touches of bitter 
greens and citrus. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

91 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2020 Whole 
Cluster Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). For 

full review see page 17. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Yamhill Valley 2016 Estate Reserve Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). This was an especially good 

vintage in the Willamette, and this wine displays 
the sturdy structure and weighted depth that can 
be missing from lesser years. Black cherry fruit, 
charred barrel toast, coffee grounds and scorched 
earth combine here. The tannins are well managed 
and fully ripened. Roughly a fifth of the barrels were 
new. Drink this now while it retains the ripe, sweet 
fruit flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

90 Brigadoon 2019 Lylee Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). This affordable Pinot mar-

ries mixed red berry fruit to a pleasing streak of car-
amel from aging in 20% new oak barrels. The herbal 
phenolics and stiffening tannins are well-managed 
and provide overall support. It’s not a fruity wine, 
nor a big wine, but it’s a very tasty wine and a fine 
value. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Carabella 2019 Inchinnan Pinot Noir (Che-
halem Mountains). Along with strong 

herbal flavors this brings in blackberry and clean 
earth components. It’s aromatic with subtle sug-
gestions of roses and compost. The tannins are dry-
ing and the flavors fade into a chewy, earthy finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $60 

90 Et Fille 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
This is a pretty wine, which enters softly 

with subtle flavors of rose water, cherry and floral 
perfume. The tannins put a stiffer frame on the back 
end, filling out the palate with orange peel, wild 
raspberry and pomegranate. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $28 

90 Iris Vineyards 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette 
Valley). With each new vintage, Oregon 

vintners seem to deliver more and more quality in 
affordable (under $25) Pinot Noirs. Here’s a good 
one. Light and peppery, varietal and balanced, it’s 
an easy-drinking wine with details of citrus rind. 
It shows the delicate complexity of the grape with-
out relying on new oak barrels to add extra weight. 
Enjoy this over the next two or three years. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

90 Lundeen 2018 Articulate Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Enjoy this wine for the fresh 

mix of strawberry, raspberry and cherry fruit. It’s 
backed with stiff tannins that bring an astringent 
dryness to the finish. Still youthful and fresh, it may 
benefit from additional bottle age. For now aerate it 
aggressively, enjoy the refreshing acidity, and pair it 
with an oily salmon steak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

90 Lundeen 2016 Winter’s Hill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). Almost-30-year-old 

own-rooted Pommard vines are the source here. 
After almost five years of aging the wine is drinking 
nicely, showing grainy, toasty tannins, pretty baking 
spices, a warm streak of butter and sharp, peppery 
blackberry fruit. This may be the optimal time to 
pop the cork; additional aging may further accent 
the herbaceous flavors. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $48 

90 Résonance 2018 Découverte Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Dundee Hills). The aromas bring a 

whiff of leather and compost, along with hints of 
spicy red plum. The spicy character rings across 
the palate, along with stiff herbal tannins that bring 
notes of black coffee, smoke and tar. There are black 
fruits buried in here, though it may take aggressive 
aeration to lift them out. Further bottle age is rec-
ommended. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

90 Shumaker 2019 Pinot Noir (Tualatin Hills). 
There’s a lightly leathery note suffusing 

this young Pinot, sourced from the estate vineyard 
in the new Tualatin Hills AVA. Wines from this 
location, in the northwest corner of the Willamette 
Valley, attain moderate ripeness at low sugar lev-
els, given extended hang time. Elegance is the call-
ing card, here in a wine with pretty raspberry fruit, 
hints of blood orange, a touch of mushroom and 
baking spices accenting an extended finish. —P.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

90 Sokol Blosser 2019 Evolution Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). A classy new label 

design marks the continuing evolution of Evolution 
Pinot Noir. Fruit driven, loosely knit and full of ripe, 
juicy blackberry flavors, this affordable and acces-
sible wine is a nice mix of estate and purchased Wil-
lamette Valley grapes. It’s the sort of all-purpose, 
no frills Pinot Noir that’s tough to find at this price. 
Nothing fancy, totally honest and thoroughly drink-
able. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Suzor 2017 The Tower Pinot Noir (Yamhill-
Carlton). The sunset hues and secondary 

fruit flavors confirm that this wine has advanced 
along the aging curve and is entering full maturity. 
The tannins have had their green edges softened 
up a bit, while the berry and cherry fruits are just 
beginning to fade. Drink this now and over the next 
couple of years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $32 

90 The Great Oregon Wine Company 2018 Cat-
trall Vineyard Pinot Noir (Eola-Amity Hills). 

Sourced from Wädenswil vines dating back to the 
1970s, this wine delivers interesting textures and a 
savory, detailed palate. It’s well-balanced, tart and 
showing lightly ripened raspberry fruit. Despite 
the almost 14% alcohol it feels less than fully ripe, 
and no new oak was used during the aging process. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

90 The Great Oregon Wine Company 2018 Wil-
low Creek Vineyard Pinot Noir (Willamette 

Valley). This wine, from a vineyard approaching 
15 years of bearing age, has been given 50% new 
oak during 14 months of aging. Baking spices galore 
make this immediately tasty and easily approach-
able. The light strawberry fruit is pleasant but thin. 
Drink this during its most delicious phase, now 
through 2024. —P.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $60 

90 Willamette Valley Vineyards 2019 Found-
ers’ Reserve Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 

Spicy cranberry fruit has a sharp tone and some 
phenolic bite. It’s young and tight, with focused 
blueberry fruit wrapped in a frame of earthy skin 
flavors. Aged nine months in one-quarter new 
French oak, this should benefit from another year or 
two of bottle age. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

89 Argyle 2019 Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). 
Sharp and herbal, with a hint of pepper, 

this was fermented in a mix of stainless steel and 
neutral oak. Briary berry fruit is at the core, with 
the herbal flavors taking over a somewhat tannic 
finish. Hints of cannabis funk add interest, without 
completely burying the fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Carabella 2019 Mistake Block Pinot Noir 
(Chehalem Mountains). This block is all 

Pommard, which was apparently a mistake when 
planted. It brings a lightly fruity cherry flavor, along 
with peppery spice. It was aged 18 months in barrel, 
though the percentage of new oak is not known. It 
closes with a tart and peppery finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

89 Lundeen 2018 Yamhill Springs Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Old vine com-

plexity adds depth and texture to this palate-pleas-
ing wine. It mixes blackberry and blueberry fruit 
with clean earth, white pepper, thistle and hints of 
freshly picked green beans. Though less than opti-
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mally ripe, it’s well-structured and detailed. Drink 
this over the next three or four years. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $48 

89 Lundeen 2016 Articulate Pinot Noir (Willa-
mette Valley). Lundeen’s Articulate wines 

blend barrels from different vineyards. Pale at the 
rim, tart in the mouth, this five-year-old wine 
brings up light and juicy pomegranate and rasp-
berry fruit. Time in the bottle has softened it up a 
bit, and there’s a hint of chocolate around the stiffer 
green tannins and still sharp acidity. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

89 Résonance 2018 Pinot Noir (Willamette Val-
ley). For some tasters this will seem rather 

thin and reedy, showing more herb than fruit, with 
a constricted earthy and tannic finish. On the other 
hand, some others might find it actually quite Bur-
gundian in style and be satisfied with it exactly as 
it is. Perhaps a bit more bottle age will soften the 
rough edges. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Yamhill Valley 2016 Tall Poppy Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). A block of old vine Pommard 

is the source of this über-reserve. It’s rich and ripe 
with plush purple fruits. The acidity keeps it lively 
and gives it a lemony kick. It seems to fall off in the 
midpalate and lacks the power of the Estate Reserve 
from the same vintage. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

88 Naumes 2018 Pinot Noir (Rogue Valley). 
Rogue Valley Pinots tend to be sturdy and 

straightforward, as this one demonstrates. Simple 
rhubarb and strawberry fruit flavors have been soft-
ened and broadened via 16 months in French oak, 
a third new. There’s a spicy lift and a touch of heat 
in the finish, with suggestions of caramel from the 
barrel aging. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

88 Wine by Joe 2018 Pinot Noir (Oregon). 
Scents of raw wood come out early but 

dissipate with a good swirl or two. Juicy flavors of 
raspberry are mixed with fresh green herbs. The 
tannins have plenty of grip and finish with a strong 
savory-earthy streak. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Carabella 2019 Estate Pinot Noir (Chehalem 
Mountains). This is consistent with past 

vintages, emphasizing flavors of roots and herbs 
and skins more than ripe fruit. The tannins are well 
managed, though they cast a green shadow over the 
finish. Lemon verbena, green tea and citrus rind fla-
vors are abundant. —P.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

87 Carabella 2019 Plowbuster Pinot Noir (Wil-
lamette Valley). This affordable wine has 

rhubarb, beetroot, earth and herbal components in 
about equal proportions. It’s aromatic and textured, 
with citrus flavors running through the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

87 Duck Pond 2017 Dundee Hills Pinot Noir 
(Dundee Hills). This is a tart and spicy, 

highly acidic wine from a lighter vintage. Green 
herbs emphasize a savory streak, and the acidity 
brings a lemony flavor to the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

87 Lundeen 2018 Mon Père Estate Pinot Noir 
(Willamette Valley). This is a rustic mix of 

berry, mushroom, leather and forest floor flavors. 
It’s a chewy, tart wine, with rough tannins and fla-
vors that hint of the tack room. All that said, it’s 
got a lot going on, the acidity keeps it lively, and it 
would be a fine bottle to enjoy with grilled blood 
sausage or fragrant cheeses. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

87 Yamhill Valley 2017 Estate Pinot Noir (McMin-
nville). This is a very pretty wine at the start, 

with sweetly fruity aromas and forward flavors of 
Bing cherry and raspberry jam. There’s an oddly 
gluey note in the back palate that lingers after the 
finish and mutes the fruit. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

86 Duck Pond 2017 Coles Valley Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Umpqua Valley). After a burst of 

cherry fruit, this wine shuts down and the fruit dis-
appears. Lightly savory flavors, a touch of chicken 
stock and modest tannins run through a quick fin-
ish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

86 Lundeen 2016 Yamhill Springs Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Yamhill-Carlton). Sourced from 

own-rooted Wädenswil vines, this has smoothed 
out a bit over the years but leans into the light and 
savory side of Willamette Valley Pinot Noir. Mixed 
herbs, radish, citrus and unripe berries are in the 
mix. Best to drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $48 

86 United Ink 2019 Pinot Noir (Oregon). The 
2019 vintage produced a lot of négociant 

wine due to a variety of unfortunate occurrences 
impacting sales. This is a serviceable, everyday 
wine, more generic red than varietal in terms of fla-
vors. It mixes strawberry fruit, sharp acidity and a 
short flat finish with modest tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

85 Duck Pond 2017 South Salem Hills Cuvée 
Pinot Noir (Willamette Valley). Light pie 

cherry fruit, along with plenty of tangy citrus, 
pushes this front-loaded wine. Aged in one-third 
new French oak, it comes across as underripe, with 
sour green flavors dominating the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $48 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

91 Circadian Cellars 2016 Castellano Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Applegate Valley). A 

single barrel is all that was made here, but a very 
fine barrel it was. The compact and tart fruit fla-
vors include raspberry, blackberry and black cherry, 

with stiff tannins and a strong herbal streak. The 
whole flavor package is tightly wound, and no new 
oak was used. This wine may have a long life ahead, 
but it will take quite a while to unpack all of its 
richness. —P.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $40 

90 Harry & David 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Southern Oregon). Firm and juicy 

black cherry and cassis fruit anchor this potent 
Cabernet. It was aged for 20 months in 30% new 
French oak, and it’s the barrel flavors that domi-
nate. Baking spices, chocolate, vanilla and cola are 
prominent, with light tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $39 

89 Watermill 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley). Brooding aromas of 

chocolate, cherry and herbs are followed by a fruit-
ful palate. The tannins give a gentle squeeze. There’s 
a juicy, mouthwatering aspect to it that ups the 
appeal. —S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

87 RoxyAnn 2015 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rogue Valley). This would appear to be a 

late release from the winery library. It was aged two 
years in one new American and one new French oak 
barrel. The time in the bottle since has helped to 
soften up the tannins and smooth over the strong 
oak flavors. Nonetheless, the barrel and tannin fla-
vors far outshine the black fruits, which have been 
pushed back into a distant supporting actor role. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

86 Cathedral Ridge 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Columbia Valley). The aromas offer 

notes of cinnamon, sweet spice, dried cherry and a 
whiff of barnyard. The flavors are pleasantly pulled 
back. Smoky notes linger on the finish. —S.S. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $48 

85 Watermill 2018 Estate Reserve Anna Marie 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Walla Walla 

Valley). Char, roasted coffee bean and dried tobacco 
aromas are followed by butterscotch flavors. The 
oak completely overwhelms the fruit. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 

SYRAH

93 Peter William 2018 PWV Lot B-42 Reserve 
Syrah (Rogue Valley). For full review see 

page 11. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $39 

92 Dobbes Family Estate 2018 Sundown Vine-
yard Syrah (Rogue Valley). As the Rogue 

Valley solidifies its hold on world-class Syrah, it 
remains for most consumers to discover Oregon’s 
non-Pinot Noir strengths. Start here. This has the 
proper mix of gamy umami, coffee syrup, bacon and 
soy streaks rolling across tart, ripe marionberry 
fruit. The tannins are ripe and full, and the barrel 
time in a mix of French and American oak has in 
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no way obscured the power of the fruit. Give this 
another couple of years of bottle age and drink over 
the rest of the decade. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $52 

92 W.T. Vintners 2018 Stoney Vine Vineyard 
Syrah (Walla Walla Valley). This is an expres-

sive Rocks District wine coming in at an unseen 
alcohol level for the state. The aromas explode from 
the glass, with notes of raspberry, cranberry, rose 
hip, smoked meat, medicine, potpourri and sage. 
The smoked meat flavors possess compelling fresh-
ness and purity. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $49 

90 Watermill 2018 Hallowed Stones Estate 
Syrah (The Rocks District of Milton-Freewa-

ter). Though many wines come out of this appella-
tion, this is a rare example of one that uses the label 
due to arcane labeling laws. Interestingly, this usu-
ally distinctive area is initially hard to peg, with aro-
mas of dried tangerine peel, flowers and plum. Over 
time, the appellation’s black olive notes emerge. 
Lightly styled blue fruit flavors follow. —S.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

89 Naumes 2018 Syrah (Rogue Valley). Overall, 
Rogue Valley Syrahs get better every year, 

as the vineyards age and when vintage conditions 
allow for full ripening. This new release brings some 
green herb and savory flavors to tart fruit flavors of 
rhubarb and raspberry. There are gentle hints of the 
cured meat and umami flavors that the better Ore-
gon Syrahs can reveal. This does not taste as ripe as 
in past vintages. The new oak (40%) barrel flavors 
are still prominent, with toasted cashew and hazel-
nut dominating the finish. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

TEMPRANILLO

91 Coventina 2016 Reserve Tempranillo (Rogue 
Valley). Rich fruit flavors of blueberry and 

marionberry stand up well against strong barrel fla-
vors derived from 22 months in 40% new oak. The 
tannins bring astringent flavors of chamomile tea 
laced with lemony herbs. It’s a powerful wine with 
plenty of muscle, as reflected in the massive glass 
packaging. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

87 Naumes 2018 Tempranillo (Rogue Valley). 
Despite the substantial alcohol, this has 

a strong green element, suggesting green tobacco 
and green coffee beans, in particular. The fruit 
flavors are hidden by the tannins and the barrel 
aging. Though just 20% of the barrels were new, 
the strong toasted oak flavors dominate, along with 
cedar, mocha, sandalwood and a light impression of 
tart blackberry. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

87 North Bar 2017 Tempranillo (Rogue Val-
ley). This is undeniably tasty, but it’s more 

about the barrels than the grapes. Oaky flavors of 
baking spices and smoke and vanilla all but com-

pletely conceal the raspberry fruit. There’s a swath 
of tanned leather also, and the finish is quite astrin-
gent. Drink up. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $32 

87 RoxyAnn 2017 Tempranillo (Rogue Valley). 
Estate grown and aged for two years in 40% 

new American oak, this is a dark wine with aggres-
sive scents and flavors of the barrels. Granted, this 
is the traditional style of Rioja, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s always a good fit for Oregon. Here it mutes 
the blackberry fruit and dominates the flavors all 
the way through the finish. Give this another three 
to five years of bottle age and try it again. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

84 Cliff Creek 2015 Tempranillo (Rogue Valley). 
This is past whatever fruit might have origi-

nally been there. Sweaty aromas, astringent, drying 
tannins and a tomato leaf herbaceous character are 
all that remains. —P.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

RED BLENDS

92 Peter William 2018 PWV Extravagance 
Reserve Tempranillo-Syrah (Rogue Valley). 

This is a 50-50 blend of Tempranillo and Syrah 
from the estate vineyard. Showcasing what are 
arguably the top two red grapes from the Rogue, 
this does not shy away from new oak (50% for 22 
months) but has the muscle and fruit to stand up 
to it. Toasty, dark and tannic, it’s loaded with black 
cherry, mocha and smoky cedar flavors. It’s a big, 
bold red that’s ready for anything you put on the 
smoker. —P.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $39 

89 RoxyAnn 2017 Claret (Rogue Valley). A true 
Bordeaux blend of 33% Merlot, 28% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, 25% Cabernet Franc and 14% 
Malbec, this was aged for two years in 30% new 
American oak barrels. The rugged tannins of the 
Cabernets stand up to the aggressive barrel flavors, 
yielding a muscular mix of blackberry, black cherry, 
cassis, earth, stem and cold-brewed coffee. This is 
a rough and ready wine that can stand up to any 
grilled meats. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $28 

88 Cliff Creek 2015 Sam’s Valley Vineyard Claret 
(Rogue Valley). This Bordeaux blend is 

40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Cabernet Franc 
and 20% Merlot. It’s fruit forward and still retains 
some of its fruit freshness. It’s miles away from 
French Bordeaux, but offers a pleasantly fruity mix 
of currant and citrus, though it does not suggest the 
depths that these grapes are capable of. Drink up. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

88 Naumes 2018 Tanto Monta Grenache-Tem-
pranillo (Rogue Valley). This blend of 50% 

Tempranillo and 50% Grenache shows plenty of 
the American and French barrel influence (20% of 
each was new). There is a streak of green tobacco, 

and a tart acidic sour plum note running through 
the middle. Rhubarb and cranberry flavors suggest 
that the grapes were a bit shy of optimal ripeness, 
but the tannins are in check and the overall balance 
is fine. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

88 Watermill 2018 Chances R (Columbia Val-
ley). The aromas bring notes of tar, ground 

cherry, black currant and herbs. Plump, palate-
coating flavors follow, with soft tannins backing it 
all up. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

85 Iris Vineyards 2019 House Call Red (Ore-
gon). This Bordeaux blend is half Cabernet 

Franc, 32% Malbec and 18% Merlot. Don’t look for 
specific Bordeaux flavors, however. It’s a generic 
red wine, a little sweaty, with light red fruits and 
medium tannins. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $20 

OTHER RED WINES

92 Remotion 2018 Celestina Vineyard Barbera 
(Rogue Valley). There’s precious little Bar-

bera planted in Oregon, but wines such as this 
argue for more, at least in the south. With a Zin-like 
brightness to the sharp-toned marionberry fruit, 
this wine has a sappy, sexy character that abso-
lutely invites a second glass. It’s tart and refreshing, 
with a long finish that brings out some pretty baking 
spices. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

91 Cliff Creek 2015 Sam’s Valley Vineyard Sangio-
vese (Rogue Valley). Just beginning to show 

the color of an aging red wine, this is in a good drink-
ing window and should be enjoyed soon. Tart vari-
etal flavors elevate this wine, which has a detailed 
and delicate palate despite the high alcohol. Tomato 
purée, basil and thyme, and even touches of mush-
room and tobacco, give this the scents and some 
of the flavors of a good Chianti. It gathers strength 
through the finish and lingers pleasantly. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Naumes 2018 Grenache (Rogue Valley). One 
of the winery’s best bottles, this young Gre-

nache neatly captures fresh, briary berry fruit fla-
vors along with light hints of thistle and pine nee-
dle. Aged in one-third new French oak, it handles it 
well without concealing its raspberry heart. Despite 
the alcohol, it has a lightness that is most appeal-
ing and suggests drinking over the next two or three 
years. —P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

90 Watermill 2018 Estate Dugger Creek Vine-
yard Nebbiolo (Walla Walla Valley). This 

variety is rare to find in the Columbia Valley, and 
even more so in Walla Walla Valley. Pale ruby and 
showing some bricking at the rim, it offers aromas 
of red fruit, leather and spice. The raspberry and 
cranberry flavors are light, bright and juicy, bringing 
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a pleasant zing of acidity. It doesn’t have the tannic 
heft one often sees from the variety, but it’s pretty 
delicious. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

88 Daisy Creek 2018 Petit Verdot (Rogue Val-
ley). The grape has its fans as a varietal 

wine, though it’s mostly seen as a minor component 
of a Bordeaux blend. Strongly tannic, herbal, chewy 
and tough, this pushes its brambly berry fruit to 
the limit, competing against the strong earthy and 
herbal flavors. The tannins are kept in check, but 
the green herbal character, much like Carmenère, 
comes through. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $42 

88 Suzor 2019 Par Contre Gamay Noir (Eola-
Amity Hills). There’s a whiff of funk as this 

wine opens in the glass. It’s a pretty plum color, and 
the fruit follows with flavors of red plum. Native 
yeast fermentation contributes a bit of feral wild-
ness to the scents and flavors, and the tannins are a 
bit stiff with a green edge. The wine should be con-
sumed over the next two or three years. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

88 Troon 2020 Cowhorn Vineyard Glou-Glou 
Grenache (Applegate Valley). Using car-

bonic maceration and whole-cluster fermentation, 
this is a nouveau style of wine. The bright fruit 
scents and flavors are front-loaded, and the wine 
has a lovely perfumed entry. In the mouth it turns 
tart and grapy, almost like sucking on a sour grape 
candy. Drink it well-chilled with picnic fare. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Awen 2017 Sangiovese (Rogue Valley). The 
22 months in one-third new French oak 

has somewhat diminished the details and hidden 
much of the fresh fruit in this wine. Sangiovese is 
a difficult challenge in Oregon, but southern Oregon 
has already shown it can do well with other Italian 
varieties, such as Barbera. This wine is more generic 
than varietal, though there are promising hints of 
smoked tomato and tart red currant. —P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $43 

87 Duck Pond 2017 Gamay Noir (Willamette 
Valley). Tart cranberry and rhubarb flavors 

dominate, and the low finished alcohol supports the 
notion that these grapes were picked a bit ahead of 
optimal ripeness. There’s a green edge to the herbal 
highlights, and finishing flavors of lemon verbena 
and herbal tea. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

86 RoxyAnn 2017 Petite Sirah (Rogue Valley). 
This pure varietal wine spent 21 months 

in 30% new American oak. The grape is rare in 
Oregon, and its rough and ready tannins are up to 
the challenge of this type of oak treatment. But that 
relies on ripe fruit, which is not the case here. The 
light red cherry fruit flavors are all but hidden by 
the aggressive barrel aging, which brings on coffee 
grounds, smoke, scorched earth and tanned leather. 
—P.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $32 

86 Watermill 2018 Estate Merlot (Walla Walla 
Valley). Aromas of vanilla, baking spice and 

cherry are followed by butterscotch, toffee and pit 
fruit flavors. The oak completely steals the show. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

CALIFORNIA
SAUVIGNON BLANC

94 Aperture 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). For full review see page 6.

abv: 13.8% Price: $40 

94 S.R. Tonella 2019 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa Valley). Sophisticated structure pro-

vides a foundation for this impressive white, lovely 
in rich layers of grapefruit, pomelo and passionfruit. 
Textured and lengthy, it shows the opulent mouth-
feel of its oak fermentation and addition of 15% 
Sémillon. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

93 Peter Franus 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
Valley). With a creamy, opulent mouthfeel, 

this well-made white showcases layers of anise, fig 
and green apple. Lengthy and balanced, it has a tex-
ture of mineral-driven stoniness that appeals and 
contributes complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $NA 

93 Theorize 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa  Valley). 
Herbal and floral on the nose, this tangy 

white shows a breadth of apricot and legume, with 
focused acidity giving it lasting freshness. Both 
 barrel and tank fermented, it has ample mouthfeel 
and a lasting tease of anise. —V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $30 

92 Aesthete 2019 Dry Stack Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Bennett Valley). Melon, gooseberry 

and nectarine accent this barrel-fermented white, 
which presents as creamy on the palate, but with 
underlying freshness. Undertones of the oak provide 
both a nutty accent and elements of baking spice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

92 Hill Family Estate 2019 Tiara Sauvignon 
Blanc (Napa Valley). Blended with 15% 

Sémillon, this white is densely built with a lengthy 
flavor of peach skin and apple. Crisp in complemen-
tary acidity, it offers ample mouthfeel and rounded 
approachability while remaining earthy and complex. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

92 MCV 2020 ALV Sauvignon Blanc (Paso 
 Robles). For full review see page 13. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

91 Bogle 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (California). For 
full review see page 21. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

91 Croix 2020 Fenceline Sauvignon Blanc (Rus-
sian River Valley).  For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $44 

91 Kunde 2019 Block 4SB20 Estate Grown Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Sonoma Valley). For full review 

see page 15. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

91 Medlock Ames 2019 Newcomb Sauvignon 
Blanc (Alexander Valley). A 100% varietal 

white, this wine is textured and moderate in weight, 
with both grip and bright, crisp acidity. Flavors of 
melon, apple and peach combine with ease around 
a well-integrated midpalate accented in dried herb. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

91 Starr 2020 Solstice Sauvignon Blanc (Sierra 
Foothills). This complex and concentrated 

wine holds its citrus and kiwi flavors tightly in 
crisp acidity and spices them with subtle accents of 
vanilla and toast. It’s well balanced and deep, even 
worth aging through 2024. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Andis 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Sierra Foot-
hills). Lemon blossom aromas, tangy but 

ripe citrus flavors and refreshing acidity make this 
medium-bodied wine extremely appealing. This is 
an excellent find from the Amador County winery, 
where they added 16% Sémillon and a dash of the 
Portuguese grape variety Arinto. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Balletto 2019 Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River Valley). For 

full review see page 18. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $20 

90 Beaulieu Vineyard 2020 Maestro Sauvignon 
Blanc (Rutherford). A 100% varietal wine, 

this white is rich in stone fruit, melon and tropi-
cal creaminess, plus is full bodied and ripe in style. 
Lengthy and grippy, it shows a powerful concentra-
tion and lasting weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

90 Cannonball 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Dancing Crow 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Lake 
County). Lively and fruity, this excellent, 

medium-bodied wine tastes tangy, fresh and cit-
rusy. Grassy aromas lead to crisp kiwi and lemon 
flavors that are nicely concentrated and persistent. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Dry Creek Vineyard 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
Fumé Blanc ( Sonoma County). For full 

review see page 18. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 
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90 Falkner 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Temecula 
Valley). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

90 Hunt Cellars 2018 Starlight Concerto Sau-
vignon Blanc (Paso Robles). Dried melon, 

honey and beeswax aromas show in this bottling, 
which is very much more Bordelaise in style. It lands 
with suave texture on the palate, where toasted nuts 
and light butter flavors are cut by acid on the finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 

90 Husch 2020 Sauvignon Blanc ( Mendocino). 
Very crisp and delicately fruity, this charm-

ing, medium-bodied wine offers light herbal aro-
mas, tangy green-apple and kiwi flavors and a 
 snappy, fresh texture. Highly recommended. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

90 Kendall-Jackson 2020 Jackson Estate Kelsey 
Hills Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Red Hills). 

Fruit-bowl aromas from apple to pear and a hint of 
banana give this wine a friendly start, while more 
reserved Bosc pear and mineral flavors are backed 
by tangy acidity, keeping it balanced and appetizing 
as it opens up in the glass. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

90 Morgan 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (Arroyo 
Seco). Very light in the glass, this bottling 

begins with aromas of sea spray, lime pith, sansho 
pepper and a hint of kelp. The palate is tense and 
powered by acidity, offering lime-peel flavors most 
prominently. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 RouteStock 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Napa 
 Valley). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Salvestrin 2020 Crystal Springs Vineyard 
Sauvignon Blanc (St. Helena). Given time 

to age in both stainless steel and neutral oak, this 
white is crisp, clean and focused, with moderate 
weight on the palate. Peach, melon and citrus fla-
vors combine with ease, remaining fresh through 
the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $28 

89 Gnarly Head 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(C alifornia). Very crisp, almost steely, this 

light-bodied wine offers mouth-watering acidity, 
lean lemon and green-apple flavors and a texture 
that asks for more and more sips. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

89 Imagery 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
For full review see page 21. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Clos LaChance 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Santa Clara Valley). Lime, wet stone, dried 

grass and briny seashore aromas show on the nose 
of this bottling. It’s smooth if slightly flat in texture, 
offering apple, lime and grass flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15 

88 Dogwood & Thistle 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Mendocino). This medium-bodied wine 

features light herb and mineral aromas followed by 
rather savory thyme and melon flavors. It’s well bal-
anced and easy to like. —J.G. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $22 

88 Hanna 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River 
Valley). Melon, vanilla and sweetly rounded 

peach, this wine has a balanced approach to its 
fruity style, with nice shocks of freshness through-
out. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $24 

88 Hunt Cellars 2008 Starlight Concerto Sau-
vignon Blanc (Paso Robles). That this 

13-year-old white wine is still quaffable deserves 
applause. Aromas of dried melon, apple cider and 
crab apple lead into a palate that still is wrapped in 
tension. Flavors of lime and orange meet with more 
melon, which stops just short of sweetness. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $40 

88 Hunt Cellars 2007 Starlight Concerto Sau-
vignon Blanc (Paso Robles). Honey, maca-

damia-nut-paste and lime-zest aromas emerge with 
some patience on the nose of this bottling. There is 
a vinous flavor to the sip as well as aged melon ele-
ments. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $34 

88 Josh Cellars 2020 Sauvignon Blanc 
( California). This medium-bodied and rela-

tively rich wine offers the classic herb and snap pea 
aromas followed by nicely ripe citrus flavors. With 
good acidity balancing the ripness, it comes off as 
nicely refreshing. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Séance 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
This zesty, light-bodied wine is lean in a 

good way, offering tight and crisp green-apple aro-
mas and equally tangy lemon flavors. It is perfect on 
a warm evening or with raw oysters. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Gibbs 2019 Centa Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc 
(St. Helena). With a sweetness of peach 

and melon on the medium-bodied palate, this is a 
likable, crowd-pleasing white, with a rich, creamy 
mouthfeel. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $NA 

87 Green & Red 2019 Catacula Vineyard Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Napa Valley). From an estate 

site that sits at 1,400-feet in elevation, this white is 
slightly  reductive and weighty, with lengthy layers 
of citrus and green apple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $26 

87 Hunt Cellars 2017 Starlight Concerto Sauvi-
gnon Blanc (Paso Robles). A very dark shade 

of yellow, this bottling is full of orange liqueur and 
honey-roasted nuts on the nose. There’s a flash of 

acid on the palate, where apple-juice and nutty fla-
vors arise. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

87 Insomnia 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
This medium-bodied wine offers mild butter 

and vanilla aromas, a smooth texture and hints of 
crisp citrus to back the otherwise ripe peach and 
apple notes. A good choice in a mellow style. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $14 

87 Kendall-Jackson 2020 Vintner’s Reserve 
Sauvignon Blanc (California). Cut grass and 

citrus aromas meet ripe apple and honeydew-melon 
flavors in this rather soft-textured and agreeable 
wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Nola Grace 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 24. Best Buy. 

abv: 13% Price: $12 

87 Rickshaw 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 24. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

86 Kenwood 2019 Six Ridges Sauvignon Blanc 
(Sonoma Coast). This wine offers a wealth 

of legume, pea shoot and lemon rind, with a mango-
like sweetness to the midpalate that’s rich and unc-
tuous. Crisp acidity keeps it fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

86 Starr 2020 Fume Blanc Sauvignon Blanc 
( Sierra Foothills). This medium-bodied 

wine shows strong earthy, spicy, oaky aromas at first 
that later mellow into coconut, vanilla and clove. Its 
lemon and lime flavors are pretty restrained by the 
oakiness. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

84 Groove 2020 The Daydreamer Sauvignon 
Blanc (California). A straw color and an 

aroma of straw lead to rather earthy, dried-herb fla-
vors with bits of peach and pistachio underneath. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $7/250 ml 

84 Hallmark Channel 2019 Joy Sauvignon Blanc 
(California). This grassy, melony wine is 

 medium bodied, soft in texture and verging on 
sweet. It’s a simple, basic quaffing wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $11 

84 Langtry 2018 Lillie Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc (Guenoc Valley). This full-bodied 

wine overflows with strong, ripe pineapple and 
apple-cider flavors that seem sweet. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

84 Sierra Vista 2020 Sauvignon Blanc (Amador 
County). Light bodied and light in flavor, 

this simple wine offers basic refreshment and hints 
of baking spices. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $26 
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83 Notes 2019 Sauvignon Blanc (California). 
A reduced, earthy aroma leads to herbal, 

earthy flavors and a medium body in this rustic 
wine. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $15 

CHARDONNAY

98 DuMOL 2019 Wester Reach Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Rounded with a 

rich mouthfeel of oak and tropical fruit, this wine 
offers layers and layers of complexity, structure and 
nuanced acidity. The classic elements of apple, pear 
and hint of pineapple are topped in nutmeg, ginger 
and tangerine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

97 Mayacamas 2019 Chardonnay (Mount 
Veeder). Made by winemaker Braiden 

Albrecht and consulting winemaker Andy Erick-
son, this beautifully layered and complex white is 
impressive in its scope and its profound, profuse 
flavors of peach, pine apple and pear. The fruit char-
acter is complemented in anise, salty stone and 
hints of jasmine. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

96 Dehlinger 2019 Estate Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). Impressive in salty pineapple 

and an underlying richness of crème brûlée, this 
wine remains balanced within its luxurious layers, 
with persistent freshness throughout. Unfiltered, it 
offers structure, graceful elegance and length, while 
being cohesive on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $45 

96 Three Sticks 2019 Gap’s Crown Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). With a full, 

opulent mouthfeel of salty toasted oak, pretzel and 
saline, this rare white from the estate site, is bal-
anced and beautifully layered, classic in style and 
its enduring grasp of minerality. The texture con-
tinues to intrigue as the wine unfurls in the glass. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

95 Diatom 2020 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). For full review see page 4. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

95 Gary Farrell 2018 Ritchie Vineyard C hardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

95 Senses 2019 B.A. Thieriot Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). This is a stunningly 

layered, delicious and high-toned wine from the 
famous site—one of the producer’s estate vineyards 
planted originally in 1989. Cool climate, with salin-
ity and acidity in fine form, it shows delicate layers 
of texture and a depth of crisp, fresh apple and pear. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

94 Boheme 2018 Taylor Ridge Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sonoma Coast). Impacted greatly 

by the Pacific Ocean roughly five miles away, this 
estate-grown white is barrel fermented in French 
oak. Made in tiny quantities, it speaks to its sur-
roundings, showcasing crisp acidity, sea air and 
 layers of Gravenstein apple. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $49 

94 Domaine Della 2019 Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This wine has rounded edges of 

smooth opulence, making the case for full-bodied 
intensity and concentration expressed within layers 
of rich stone and tropical fruit. With hints of saline, 
it offers a contrast of sweet and savory, and is plenty 
fresh in the glass. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Domaine Della 2019 Ritchie Vineyard Char-
donnay (Russian River Valley). This well-

made, impressive wine from the great site opens 
with a smattering of coconut flake and rich lemon 
mouse. The full-bodied core consists of crisp green 
apple, tangerine and well-integrated acidity, leading 
the way to a brisk, fresh finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $78 

94 Garbro Ranch 2019 Chardonnay (Russian 
River Valley). Named for a historic piece of 

property next door to the producer, now owned and 
dry-farmed as its own estate, this white is creamy, 
salty and earthy, with lovely layers of pear, peach 
and mango. Soft and supple on the palate, it offers 
balanced ripeness and acidity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $35 

94 Kosta Browne 2019 One-Sixteen Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley). Made from a who’s 

who of stellar vineyard sites, including Ritchie, 
Keefer Ranch and Bootlegger’s Hill, this white is 
both rich in crème brûlée and baked pear as well 
as high-toned green apple and acidity. The oak is 
nuanced and integrated, contributing mouthfeel 
and subtle spice without distraction. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $85 

94 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Pali Vineyard Estate 
Grown Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). For full 

review see page 8.  Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

94 Roar 2019 Soberanes Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Very clean and 

suave aromas of chalk, lemon balm, lychee and a 
hint of salted nuts show on the nose of this bottling. 
The palate is a showcase of restrained opulence, 
offering peach and apricot flavors that are encap-
sulated in a chalky texture, all blasted by focused, 
driven notes of citrus zest. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $50 

94 Tolosa 2019 Bien Nacido Vineyard  Chardonnay 
(Santa Maria Valley). Tightly wound aromas 

of crushed white rocks, energetic citrus juice and a 
more opulent crème fraiche element come together 
on the nose of this single-vineyard expression. The 
palate is tense and fresh, with well-integrated acid-

ity pumping flavors of lemon peel and subtle toasted 
nut into a tingling finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $94 

94 Whitcraft 2018 Pence Ranch Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Clean and precise aromas 

of packed white flowers, tropical citrus and lime 
soda show a tinge of tart dairy on the nose of this 
single-vineyard expression. There’s tremendous 
tension on the palate, where citrus-spray elements 
give an edge to the more generous nectarine and 
pineapple flavors. It also offers a finish that leaves 
the mouth invigorated. —M.K. 
abv: 12.53% Price: $50 

93 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Hapgood Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Rounded apple, wet stone, 

damp plumeria and light seashore aromas pop on 
the nose of this bottling. The palate is wrapped in 
the brand’s expected grippy texture, with rounded 
pear and white-flower flavors, as well as a tart touch 
of dairy. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

93 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Machado Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). Delicate aromas of 

Meyer lemon peel, squeezed lime and orange flesh 
are evident on the nose of this bottling, for which 
only three barrels were made. A puckering acidity 
launches the sip, where pleasantly tart lemon and 
lime flavors lead into riper melon by the midpalate. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

93 Dawn’s Dream 2019 Escolle Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Lucia Highlands). A tight 

weave on the nose with a slightly steely edge, this 
bottling offers aromas of nectarine, light daffodil 
and even chamomile. Lime-skin and grapefruit-rind 
flavors jump off of the palate, as a white-rock min-
erality pushes through green-plum flavors on the 
finish. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $32 

93 Ernest 2019 H. Klopp Vineyard Bohemian 
 Series Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). This 

zesty and well-balanced wine pairs green-apple 
brightness with pleasing richness in texture and 
lush butter and vanilla flavors. Relatively light bod-
ied, it’s not oaky but puts forward subtleties that 
come out with time in the glass. —J.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $85 

93 Ernest 2019 Joyce Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Sonoma Coast). Medium bodied but full 

flavored, this rich yet also nicely tangy wine enjoys 
great balance and expansive pear, apple, almond 
and vanilla flavors. Grapes from the tiny three-acre 
vineyard are aged in 30% new French barrels. —J.G. 
abv: 12.1% Price: $62 

93 Longboard 2019 Rochioli Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 11. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 
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93 Marine Layer 2018 Aries Chardonnay (Sonoma 
Coast). This white offers a wealth of mineral- 

like stone texture and crushed rock, presenting a 
seamless integration of tannin and oak. Gravenstein 
apple, pear and a lightness of baking spice accent it 
with freshness and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $40 

93 Optik 2019 Block No. 11D3 Bien Nacido 
Vineyard Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). 

Rich  aromas of macadamia nuts are cut by tangerine 
peel and a hint of daffodil on the nose of this block-
designated bottling. A chalky grip of crushed 
sandstone and flint frames the sip, where sharp 
lines of mandarin orange and seashell make for a 
tightly wound expression. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $35 

93 Samsara 2019 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Clean but very expressive aromas of chalk, 

Key lime spray, Meyer lemon peel, lychee and a hint 
of lemongrass show on the nose of this appellation 
blend. The palate is fresh and mineral-laden, 
offering flavors of white rocks, baked lemons and 
butter flakes. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $42 

93 Samsara 2019 Zotovich Vineyards Chardon-
nay (Sta. Rita Hills). This is a very Chablis-

like bottling, starting with tight and edgy but ulti-
mately smoothed out aromas of lime zest, chalk 
and lemongrass. The palate is tense, like licking 
river stones and sea shells, offering flavors of Meyer 
lemon peel and citrus juice. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $52 

92 Angeleno 2019 Alonso Family Vineyard Char-
donnay (Sierra Pelona Valley). There’s a rich 

side to the nose of this bottling, with pecan and 
walnut aromas, but also a fresh streak of daffodil, 
mint and Meyer lemon. Lemon oil, butterscotch 
and candied pecan flavors come through on the sip, 
which is framed by a mineral-driven backbone of 
crushed sandstone. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Boheme 2018 English Hill Chardonnay 
( Sonoma Coast). With grippy tannin con-

centration and a ripe, rewarding richness, this 
coastal white is opulent in style. Tropical fruit and 
pear highlight an expressive core of toasted oak, 
aromatic in jasmine. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

92 Bolt To Wines 2019 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). There’s a slight alkaline kick to the 

nose of this bottling before riper waves of baked 
pear, light cream and cinnamon show up. The pal-
ate is loaded with mineral tones as well, from chalk 
to rounded creek cobble, with baked lemon, jicama 
flesh and a hint of salt coming through as well. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

92 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita 
Hills). Dried lemon peel, friend jasmine, 

tart dairy and sencha-tea aromas are subtle but 

heady on the nose of this appellation blend. There’s 
immense grip to the palate, where grapefruit-rind, 
yogurt and lingering citrus-zest flavors align. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

92 Ernest 2019 Estate Freestone Valley Estate 
 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Elegant and 

well balanced, this lively wine blends moderate 
fruit flavors of crisp apple and Bosc pear with tasty 
but subtle accents of nutmeg and vanilla. Complex-
ity and a fresh texture are its hallmarks. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

92 J. Lohr 2019 Arroyo Vista Chardonnay (Arroyo 
Seco). For full review see page 13. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

92 Marine Layer 2018 Charles Heintz Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). With a rich opening 

nose of crème brûlée, this robustly layered, hearty 
wine tastes of baked pear and is sublimely textured. 
Fresh acidity helps balance and complement its more 
opulent nature. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Marine Layer 2018 Gap’s Crown Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Tropical and 

lushly textured, this wine presents as full and 
fleshy, with a fruitiness that appeals. Balanced acid-
ity helps counter and complement its more opulent 
tendencies, pulling it back into a freshness of sea 
spray and mountain air. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $50 

92 Medlock Ames 2019 Lower Slope Chardon-
nay (Russian River Valley). This is a lush, 

expansive and full-bodied white from the producer’s 
estate. It is spicy and richly layered in apple and pear. 
The oak is well integrated and adds subtle notes of 
baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $48 

92 Migration 2019 Bien Nacido Vineyard Char-
donnay (Santa Maria Valley). Warm aromas 

of lemon curd, macadamia nut, light toast and white 
flowers are approachable and clean on the nose of 
this bottling. There’s a flash of oak on the palate, 
which opens toward butter and is cut by lemon zest, 
proving both tight yet classical. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $58 

92 Navarro 2019 Premiere Reserve Chardonnay 
(Anderson Valley). Impressive depth and 

concentration give this fruity and well-rounded 
wine from a steady producer more to savor sip after 
sip. Quite ripe pear and white peach intermingle 
with light butter, vanilla and almond notes that 
echo on the  lingering finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $29 

92 Optik 2019 Block No. 11 Bien Nacido Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Maria Valley). Zesty 

herbs of lemon verbena and shiso leaf meet with 
lime juice on the nose of this bottling—the result of 
a new partnership between winemaker Joey Tensley 
and the Miller family who owns Bien Nacido. 

Citrus-peel and chamomile flavors rise to the top of 
the acid-powered palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $35 

92 The Joy Fantastic 2019 Chardonnay (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Crushed sea-shell and seared 

lemon-zest aromas show on the nose of this 
mineral-powered bottling. The medium-weight 
palate balances between that rocky, earthy edge 
of sandstone and sage and a richer line of baked 
lemon. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

92 Venge 2019 Brown Ranch Chardonnay (Los 
Carneros). This is a rich, rounded and full-

bodied white wine, sizzling with outer reaches of 
freshness. Robust layers of caramel crème brûlée, 
pineapple cake and spicy oak underscore its appeal. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47 

92 Walson Holland 2019 Duvarita Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Santa Barbara County). Toasty 

aromas of buttercream, macadamia nut and sea salt 
remain fresh on the nose of this bottling from a new 
producer based in Ojai. Baked nectarine, brine and 
light herb flavors converge on the palate, which is 
generous but restrained enough. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

91 Alma Rosa 2018 Chardonnay (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Hazelnut and pecan aromas are toasty in a 

pleasant way on the nose of this richer Chardonnay. 
Macadamia nut is added to the mix on the palate, 
where the lemon-rind flavors are soaked in oak and 
enjoy a light brush of vanilla on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

91 Navarro 2019 Chardonnay (Mendocino). Sub-
tle oak spices and gorgeous fruit flavors min-

gle with hints of honey and almonds in this ultra-
smooth, medium-bodied and well-balanced wine. 
Its ripeness is elegantly balanced by fresh-tasting 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $22 

91 Oak Ridge 2019 1906 Vintners Chardonnay 
(Lodi). For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Odonata 2019 Silacci Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Monterey County). This is made in the clas-

sically rich California style, yet with balance. Warm 
aromas of butterscotch, crème brûlée and peach 
syrup lead into a rounded palate of ripe white-peach 
and fat oak flavors that are cut by a brisk Meyer 
lemon wedge. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Roar 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Delicate touches 

of macadamia nut and chestnut meet with white 
peach and gardenia on the soft, rounded nose of 
this single-vineyard expression. The palate shows a 
more generous flavor profile of melon and apricot 



BUYINGGUIDE

44  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  OCTOBER 2021

flesh, leading into tropical tuberose touches toward 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $50 

91 Robert Hall 2019 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). 
Pleasant peach, honeysuckle and light sea-

salt aromas show on the nose of this bottling from 
an increasingly reinvigorated estate. There’s a solid 
sizzle of acidity to the sip, where lime-juice and light 
honeydew flavors make for a fresh and vibrant wine. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

91 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars 2019 Karia Chardon-
nay (Napa Valley). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Tolosa 2019 Poletti Edna Ranch Chardonnay 
(Edna Valley). Fresh and bright aromas of 

squeezed lemon meet with broader melon strokes 
on the sharply acidic nose of this lively wine. The 
palate presents lots of acid and orange peel up 
front, then opens toward stone fruit before finish-
ing smoothly. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $94 

90 Alma Fria 2017 Campbell Ranch Chardon-
nay (Sonoma Coast). Herbal, with a hint of 

eucalyptus and sage, this light, delicate coastal wine 
offers notes of brine and apple skin. Refined and 
fresh, the finish shows welcome hints of sap and oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $50 

90 Cakebread 2018 Reserve Chardonnay 
(Carneros). Juicy, edgy and fruit-forward, 

this bold wine has a pronounced oak character that 
lingers in baking spice and vanilla. Medium bodied, 
it shows richness and complexity, with an opulent 
texture and refined tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

90 Daou 2020 Chardonnay (Paso Robles). For 
full review see page 18.

abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 Falkner 2019 Chardonnay (Temecula  Valley). 
For full review see page 19. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

90 J. Lohr 2019 October Night Chardonnay 
( Arroyo Seco). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Langtry 2017 Genevieve Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Guenoc Valley). This bold wine tastes 

ripe, flooding the mouth with rich and broad but-
terscotch and butter-pastry flavors. So ripe and 
creamy that it seems sweet, the wine is full bodied 
and leaves a lingering butterscotch finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Mia Bea 2020 Unoaked Chardonnay (Men-
docino). This nicely dry and full-bod-

ied wine made from organic grapes shows good 
restraint in its Bosc pear, white-peach and almond 
flavors accented by freshly baked bread. Good acid-

ity adds to its agile balance and keeps it appetizing 
sip after sip. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

90 Migration 2019 Charles Heintz Vineyard 
Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast). Youthfully 

reductive, this white is fleshy and medium bodied, 
with layers of tropical banana, mango and pineapple 
fruit. The palate is lush and lengthy. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $58 

90 Tortoise Creek 2018 Chardonnay (Lodi). 
 Attractive toast and turned earth aromas 

lead to mostly savory, buttery, herb and baked apple 
flavors in this full-bodied, soft-textured wine. It has 
an interesting complexity and good depth while not 
overdoing the oak influence. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $12 

89 Bianchi 2019 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). Sharp lemon-peel aromas meet 

with sea-salt and crushed sandstone aromas on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a pleasing brightness 
to the sip, where briny flavors add a savory side to 
the freshly squeezed lemon and sharp grapefruit 
 elements. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

89 District 7 2019 Estate Grown Chardonnay 
(Monterey). For full review see page 21. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Imagery 2019 Chardonnay (California). For 
full review see page 21. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

89 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Chardonnay 
(Monterey County-Napa County-Sonoma 

County). Ample flavors of sliced almonds, peach 
syrup and ripe pear blend nicely in this full- bodied 
but soft and smooth wine. It offers butter and 
 toasted oak notes that are well integrated. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Standing Sun 2018 Chardonnay (Santa Bar-
bara County). Bright lemon-candy aromas 

meet with nuty pecan, browned butter and a hint 
of white-rose petal on the nose of this bottling. 
There’s a fatter flavor profile on the palate, with 
more pecan and cashew elements that are cut by 
dried citrus peel. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $25 

89 Summerland 2019 Vintner’s Select Char-
donnay (Santa Barbara County). Warm and 

creamy aromas of pecan, honey and lemon syrup 
show on the nose of this bottling. The palate is fla-
vorful with citrus spray and smoke, and the texture 
is clean and simple. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

88 1000 Stories 2019 Bourbon Barrel Aged 
Chardonnay (California). This Bourbon 

barrel- aged white is full in feel but a bit restrained 
in flavor. It starts slowly with subtle toast and 

vanilla aromas before straightforward pear and 
peach flavors come out on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $18 

88 Beringer 2019 Beringer Bros. Bourbon Barrel 
Aged Chardonnay (California). Bold, buttery 

and extravagantly oaky, this full-bodied, mouth-fill-
ing wine leads with toasted oak and vanilla aromas 
followed by rich butter, coconut and char flavors 
over light apple notes. It’s extreme in style, yet rich 
enough to accommodate its woodiness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Dusty Nabor 2019 Wente Clone Chardonnay 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Grapefruit-pith and lanolin 

aromas converge on the nose of this clonal examina-
tion. Citrus peels and a light almond element show 
on the palate, where that lingering lanolin and tart 
dairy tone also persist. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Hearst Ranch 2020 Glacier Ridge  Chardonnay 
(Monterey County). Lively aromas of lime 

blossom, crushed stone and melon show on the nose 
of this bottling. The palate is broad with lemon curd 
and oak-smoke flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Maple Creek 2018 Estate Chardonnay (York-
ville Highlands). Earthy, milky aromas lead 

to tangy flavors in this full-bodied wine. Peach-skin 
and orange-pith notes give it a unique fruit profile 
and light creamy, brothy nuances add to the mystery. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $44 

88 Three Thieves 2019 Chardonnay (California). 
For full review see page 24. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

87 Cycles Gladiator 2019 Chardonnay ( California). 
This likable and well-balanced wine com-

bines ripe pear and apple-cider flavors with hints 
of nutmeg and butter while an underlying tanginess 
keeps it tasting fresh. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Kautz & Kramer 2019 Sentimental Journey 
Chardonnay (Lodi). This well-behaved and 

medium-bodied wine shows an attractive blend of 
crisp apple and ripe pear flavors with little obvious 
oak and butter character. It’s easy to sip and should 
please a crowd. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Matchbook 2019 Old Head Estate Bottled 
Chardonnay (Dunnigan Hills). This buttery 

wine is rich almost to the point of cloying, boast-
ing vanilla, toast and almond flavors on a broad, soft 
texture with low acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

87 Vina Aroya 2019 Chardonnay (Santa Barbara 
County). This is a very rich expression of 

Chardonnay, offering white-peach, hazelnut, can-
died pear and butterscotch aromas. It’s fat on the 
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palate, with macadamia-nut and marzipan flavors, 
while a peach-blossom kick keeps it fresh. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

86 Ironstone 2019 Chardonnay (Lodi). Lavish 
aromas of buttered and toasted bread lead 

to equally buttery flavors that meet poached pear 
and vanilla on the palate. A full body and fat texture 
make it seem sweet. —J.G. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

85 Shed Horn Cellars 2019 Chardonnay (Napa 
Valley). This wine brims in creamy, buttery 

oak and is all-around ripe and grippy; the fruit mod-
erate in flavor and texture. The finish is strongly 
represented in cinnamon. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $NA 

85 Stephen Vincent 2019 Chardonnay (North 
Coast). This popular-style wine seems 

sweet and tastes very buttery and creamy. The tex-
ture is soft, broad and feels low in acidity. —J.G. 
abv: NA Price: $15 

83 Cupcake 2019 Butterkissed Chardonnay (Cali-
fornia). An aroma of freshly cut lumber 

leads to equally strong oaky flavors of sawdust, 
cedar, vanilla and char that overwhelm this rather 
thick-textured wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

PINOT GRIGIO

91 Terra d’Oro 2020 Pinot Grigio (Clarksburg). 
For full review see page 17.

abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

90 Thistle & Quail 2019 Pinot Grigio (Russian 
River Valley). Sleek in texture and fruity in 

pear and melon, this white is lush in style and lay-
ered, with moderate ripeness and weight. It shows 
nuanced, integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $23 

90 Two Shepherds 2020 Clarbec Vineyard Skin 
Fermented Pinot Gris (Sonoma Valley). 

With five days of skin-contact and five months of 
aging in neutral oak, this wine has a tinge of pinkish- 
cooper color and a dry, stony texture. Saline and 
 iodine elements on the nose pair with a meaty pal-
ate of orange, cranberry and citrus. —V.B. 
abv: 12.2% Price: $26 

88 Lumen 2020 Escence Pinot Gris (Santa Bar-
bara County). Made from Pinot Gris left on 

the skins for 12 days, this orange-colored wine is 
tangy on the nose with orange-peel and tart straw-
berry aromas. The palate is loaded with grapefruit-
juice and red-plum flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

84 Insomnia 2019 Pinot Grigio (California). A 
very ripe, sugary aroma leads to equally 

ripe-tasting pear, peach and apricot flavors and a 
rounded, smooth texture. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $14 

83 Oak Grove 2020 Pinot Grigio (California). 
Very light floral and mineral aromas give a 

bit of interest to this light-bodied wine, although 
the flavors are almost neutral. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

81 Josh Cellars 2020 Pinot Grigio (California). 
This simple wine is almost neutral in flavor 

except for light earthy, peppery notes, and a feeling 
of tartness on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

CHENIN BLANC

90 Dry Creek Vineyard 2020 Dry Chenin Blanc 
(Clarksburg). For full review see page 18. 

abv: 12% Price: $16 

88 Husch 2020 Chenin Blanc (Mendocino). 
Charming and light bodied, this wine is 

effusively fruity, from aromas of honeydew melon 
and ripe peaches, to off-dry flavors of Fuji apples 
and jicama. It’s tasty, easy and breezy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $16 

84 Ironstone 2019 Chenin Blanc (California). A 
strong mineral or petrol streak stands out in 

this light-bodied, crisp and dry wine. It tastes tangy 
and austere. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

GRENACHE BLANC

93 Ridge 2019 Halter Ranch Grenache Blanc 
(Adelaida District). Light in the glass, this 

bottling, which includes 20% Picpoul Blanc, begins 
with honeyed aromas of lime blossom, Meyer lemon 
zest and ripe white fruits. The palate grabs hold vig-
orously with a tightly woven, pithy texture, offering 
pear-flesh and lychee flavors, with the slightest hint 
of wood. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Alta Colina 2020 Barrel Fermented Grenache 
Blanc (Adelaida District). Tuscan melon, 

apricot and wet stone aromas converge on the nose 
of this bottling. The wine cuts a tight line on the 
palate, as a chalky texture frames the riper tropical 
fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

90 Table Eleven 2020 Thompson Vineyard 
 Grenache Blanc (Alisos Canyon). Honey-

suckle, banana-blossom and plumeria aromas make 
for a very expansive nose on this bottling. The 
mouthfeel is surprisingly delicate, but the floral fla-
vors continue, almost like white blossoms exploding 
on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Robert Hall 2020 Cavern Select Grenache 
Gris (Paso Robles). Melon and ripe apple 

aromas lead into tropical tones of pineapple on the 
nose of this rare bottling of Grenache Gris, which 
includes 14% Picpoul Blanc. There’s a zest to the 

sip, where the peach flavors are ripe but remain 
clean and crisp. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

VIOGNIER

91 Alta Colina 2019 12 O’Clock High Estate Viognier 
(Adelaida District). Tropical aromas of guava 

and plumeria are leveled by crisp nectarine and Key 
lime pith on the nose of this bottling. There’s ample 
tension on the sip, where the lime peel shows up 
again alongside pineapple, finishing with a brisk hit 
of acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $38 

91 Table Eleven 2020 Quail Valley Vineyard Viog-
nier (Los Olivos District). Just 25 cases were 

made for this bottling from a one-acre vineyard 
planted in 1998. It begins with a great stony streak 
on the nose, which cuts through the light melon 
and delicate citrus-blossom aromas. It’s bright and 
zesty on the palate, with acid-driven citrus and 
more crushed stone flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $28 

90 Nella Terra 2019 Sunol Highlands Vineyard 
Viognier (Livermore Valley). This bold 

and buttery wine is loaded with vanilla, toasted 
baguettes and butterscotch in the aroma and on the 
palate. A very rich texture is lifted by good acidity 
and fills the mouth, keeping those spices lingering 
on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

89 Sculpterra 2020 Héroe Viognier (Paso 
 Robles). Clean and light aromas of salted 

melons and margaritas leap from the glass on the 
nose of this wine. There’s a ripe melon flavor to the 
sip, but with rocky minerality and a metallic edge to 
it, with florals arising on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

88 Brick Barn 2019 Viognier (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Tart aromas of lemon meet with honeydew 

and river stones on the nose of this bottling. The 
palate’s Meyer lemon rind and lemon flavors are 
tangy and zesty. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $34 

88 Cline 2020 North Coast Viognier (North 
Coast). Lightly floral and attractively fruity, 

this deceptively full-bodied wine tastes refreshing, 
almost delicate, and will be a great choice for  lunches, 
picnics and and cocktail hour. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

88 Falkner 2020 Viognier (Temecula Valley). 
Snappy lime, lemon-flesh and citrus-blos-

som aromas indicate an acid-driven expression on 
the nose of this bottling. The palate begins with a 
fresh splash of that citrus, then widens toward riper 
honeydew and mango flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

88 Nella Terra 2020 Sunol Highlands Vineyard 
Viognier (Livermore Valley). This unoaked 
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and medium-bodied wine shows a good blend of 
apples, pears and peaches on the palate, and has a 
smooth, slightly crisp texture. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $26 

88 Sculpterra 2020 Viognier (Paso Robles). 
Lime-pith and honeysuckle aromas show on 

the nose of this bottling. There ares streak of honey, 
honeydew and lemon on the palate, where clean 
white-peach flavors are most prominent. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

ALBARIÑO

92 La Barge 2019 Albariño (Sta. Rita Hills). This 
is a fascinating and likely divisive wine, 

so loaded with unique aromas and flavors that its 
evolution deserves to be enjoyed over many days. 
Aromas of wet gravel, singed lemon pith and rub-
bery smoke lead into a tightly woven, briny palate 
of lemon peels, exploded gravel and gunpowder tea. 
The acidity lingers long. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $35 

91 Brecon Estate 2020 True Acacia Head  Albariño 
(Central Coast). The use of acacia opens many 

doors for this bottling. The nose is clean, chalky and 
tight with lime pith, but opens a tad toward plume-
ria aromas. The palate is bright and tense, yet offers 
light peach and nectarine as well as a pinch of sea 
salt. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

90 Brecon Estate 2020 Albariño (Central 
Coast). Very tight and linear aromas of 

lime and grapefruit broaden toward citrus curd and 
white flowers on the nose of this bottling. The pal-
ate is tense, with tons of bound-up energy carrying 
flavors of Meyer lemon and grapefruit alongside a 
piercing acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $36 

89 Hideaway 2019 79 Drinks Albariño (Santa 
Barbara County). Fresh aromas of citrus-

sprayed peach and baked pineapple show on the 
nose of this bottling. The palate is a bit tart with 
baked orange and more pineapple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Standing Sun 2019 Albariño (Santa Barbara 
County). There’s a slightly sour orange angle 

to the nose of this bottling, which also offers tonic-
like aromas and a hint of petrol. Dried peach and 
light mango flavors show on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $25 

WHITE BLENDS

92 Folded Hills 2019 Estate White Blend (Santa 
Ynez Valley). Lightly honeyed aromas of yel-

low daffodil and fresh, just-ripe banana show on the 
nose of this blend. Flashy acidity fires up the  palate, 
energizing the dried Meyer lemon rind and light 
 banana flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $68 

92 Olivia Brion 2019 Taquine (California). 
This crisp but substantive wine is packed 

with Pippin apple and Bosc pear flavors accented 
by floral and ginger notes. Blended from Viognier, 
Gewürztraminer and Chardonnay, it is well bal-
anced and lively, but also shows outstanding depth 
and concentration. —J.G. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $26 

92 Walson Holland 2018 Mélange Blanc (-
Santa Ynez Valley). Tight hints of butternut 

squash, light macadamia nut and a cinnamon spice 
make for a delicate and fresh nose on this bottling. 
There is firm tension to the sip, where light lemon 
peel cuts through the salted banana and almond-
paste flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

91 Bonny Doon 2020 Le Cigare Blanc (Central 
Coast). Lightly candied honeydew and peach 

aromas are delicate and clean, as jasmine and white 
spring flowers add a floral kick to this blend of 60% 
Grenache Blanc, 32% Vermentino and 8% Clairette 
Blanche. There’s a steely line of minerality to the 
grippy sip, where peach-rind and orange-blossom 
flavors converge. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 Terra d’Oro 2020 Chenin Blanc-Viognier 
(Clarksburg). Ripe, fruity and easy to enjoy, 

this light-bodied wine is a fruit bowl of flavors, from 
apples to peaches to pears. It’s nicely tangy and dry. 
—J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Hearst Ranch 2020 Three Sisters Cuvée 
(Paso Robles). Clean lines of  honeysuckle, 

ripe pear and Key lime pie show on the nose of this 
bottling. It’s broad on the palate, with peach and 
 apple-syrup flavors, cut by a splash of acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $25 

86 Clos LaChance 2019 Colibri (Santa Clara 
 Valley). Dried aromas of honeydew and wet 

rocks show on the nose of this slightly vinous bot-
tling. It’s flat in texture on the palate, where tropical 
flavors arise. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $17 

OTHER WHITE WINES

94 S.R. Tonella 2019 Reserve Semillon (Napa 
Valley). Citrus-driven with a texture of wet 

stone, this high-toned white bristles in acidity, and 
is complex and lengthy on the palate. Tangerine, 
grapefruit and green apple provide elegant fruit 
composure amidst integrated oak and weight. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $NA 

94 Tablas Creek 2020 Vermentino (Adelaida 
District). This always exciting bottling gets 

better with each vintage. Chiseled stone and wet 
granite aromas surround rounded peach and lime 
peel on the nose. An intense texture envelops the 
expressive, refreshing sip, where rocky and chalky 

flavors complement the stone-fruit and pome-fruit 
core. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

92 Folded Hills 2019 Estate Marsanne (Santa 
Ynez Valley). This bottling of the estate 

Marsanne would be a wise alternative to Chardon-
nay. Ripe aromas of honeydew, sea salt and honey 
are opulent while clean, and the creamy mouthfeel 
carries flavors of salted peach that are cut by acid-
driven grapefruit rind. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 Tablas Creek 2019 Roussanne (Adelaida Dis-
trict). Warm but reserved hints of salt, light 

almond and cantaloupe show on the nose of this bot-
tling. It’s cohesive on the sip, with salty melon fla-
vors, the creamy core edged out by a fresh tension. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

91 Bonny Doon 2020 Beeswax Vineyard Picpoul 
(Arroyo Seco). Strong chiseled stone aromas 

meet with light nectarine and Tuscan melon on 
the nose of this bottling. Clean and delicate on the 
palate, the wine’s bright and tense form surrounds 
peach and riper green-apple flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

91 Folded Hills 2019 Roussanne (Ballard 
 Canyon). Warm aromas of salted macadamia 

nut, olive oil, honeycomb and light peach show on 
the nose of this bottling. It’s bright on the sip with 
 guava and melon, then becomes more viscous toward 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

88 Lion Ranch 2018 Marsanne (Santa Clara 
V alley). Tightly woven aromas of citrus 

peel, green plums and struck flint show on the nose 
of this bottling. The palate is also brisk and some-
what austere, with slightly sour fruit flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $28 

SPARKLING WINES

89 Robert Hall 2019 Cavern Select Grenache 
Blanc (Paso Robles). Grenache Blanc shows 

great potential as a sparkler in this bottling, which 
is very light in the glass and offers aromas of honey-
dew, citrus and lemon-lime soda. The palate is clean 
and light, with brisk flavors of green apple and chalk. 
—M.K. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $35 

92 Loubud 2018 Blanc de Noirs Cebada Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Ynez Valley). An elegant 

mousse leads to aromas of bold lemon rind, lime 
peel and a hunt of yeast on the nose of this bottling. 
Corn masa flavors arises on the sip, with baked 
 lemon and persistent orange-rind flavors adding 
freshness and depth. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

91 Folded Hills 2018 Sparkling Lilly Rosé (Santa 
Ynez Valley). A pale shade of pink, this bot-
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tling’s tiny bubbles carry forth flavors of sharp 
citrus, rose petal and fresh grapefruit on the nose. 
Clean lines of orange and grapefruit rind sail 
through the very direct palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $67 

PINOT NOIR ROSÉS

93 Keller 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Petaluma 
Gap). A lovely, light and ultimately fresh 

wine, this tastes of watermelon and grapefruit, with 
a kick of dried herb. The palate remains delicately 
focused, structured and moderately complex. —V.B. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $35 

92 Aesthete 2020 Dry Stack Vineyard Rosé of 
Pinot Noir (Bennett Valley). Salmon- colored, 

this wine was made like a white wine, pressed and 
barrel-fermented into both new and used oak. 
Herbal on the nose, it offers a sleek, slate-like tex-
ture and well-integrated flavors of cranberry and 
pomegranate. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

92 Loubud 2020 Cebada Vineyards Rosé of 
 Pinot Noir (Santa Ynez Valley). Very subtle 

aromas of strawberry, rose petal, pomegranate and 
crushed gravel make for a delicate yet firm nose to 
this bottling. There is stunning tension to the sip, 
where the white-rock flavors play against the citrus, 
raspberry-leaf and rose aspects. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

91 Jax 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Napa Valley). 
Citrus-driven and fresh, this tastes of blood 

orange, tangerine and grapefruit—the wine light 
and lingering in delicate acidity. It impresses in its 
balance and length. —V.B. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Schug 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Tasting of watermelon candy in all 

the right ways, this crisp, light and well-made wine 
is layered in additional flavors of strawberry, orange 
and grapefruit: simple and straightforward in 
approach, with just enough sophistication to keep 
it interesting. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

90 Balletto 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 13.4% Price: $20 

90 McFadden 2020 Fontaine Organic Grapes 
Rosé of Pinot Noir (Potter Valley). This ver-

satile, well-balanced wine offers tangy red-cherry 
and juicy watermelon flavors lifted by good acidity 
and just enough body to lend it a smooth texture. 
It’s a good go-to rosé for most occasions. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Belle Glos 2020 Oeil De Perdrix Blanc de Noir 
Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). This 

intentional rosé is copper-pink in color and fer-
mented partly in French oak to add texture. Cherry, 

strawberry and stone fruit are lifted by tingly acidity 
and ongoing richness, the finish lemony fresh. —V.B. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $20 

88 Fleur 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This is a simple, likable wine, 

refreshing in flavors of cherry candy, orange and 
grapefruit. Secondary characteristics of dried herb 
provide an earthy contrast. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Walt 2020 Rosé of Pinot Noir (California). 
Meaty, peppery aromas and flavors sepa-

rate this unusually full-bodied rosé from the crowd. 
 Potent raspberry and blackberry come through on 
the palate and linger through the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

87 Penrose Hill 2019 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Napa 
Valley). Cranberry in color and flavor, along 

with flavors of peach and strawberry, this wine 
keeps things high-toned and crisp, the palate addi-
tionally accented in grapefruit-pith texture. —V.B. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $20 

GRENACHE ROSÉS

93 Mayacamas 2020 Rosé of Grenache (Napa 
Valley). This wine has historical roots at the 

great winery, dating back to the 1950s and 1960s, 
though it has long been absent from the portfolio. 
Made entirely from head-trained Grenache, it tastes 
of fresh strawberry, raspberry and black tea and is 
refreshingly crisp and structured. Kosher. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

92 Gallegos 2020 Boekenoogen Vineyard Rosé 
of Grenache (Monterey County). For full 

review see page 13. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $24 

91 Angels & Cowboys 2020 Rosé (Sonoma 
C ounty). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

90 Flocking Fabulous 2019 Rosé of Grenache 
(Santa Barbara County). A pleasantly mel-

low pink in color, this Grenache-based rosé pops on 
the nose with strawberry, tangerine and loads of flo-
ral aromas, from white to pink roses. Riper red fruit 
and citrus show on the sip, which is very engaging 
and likable across many palates. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $32 

89 Summerland 2020 Small Lot Series Rosé of 
Grenache (Paso Robles). Wet stone aromas 

meet with brisk watermelon on the tight nose of 
this bottling. Dried lemon-peel and tart pluot fla-
vors arise on the palate, where the acidity strikes 
hard at first, before fading away. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $35 

88 Mathis 2020 Rosé of Grenache (Sonoma 
Valley). Made entirely of the one variety, 

this opens in waves of strawberry, sweet peach and 
cherry. Dry and stony in texture, it has a hint of 

dried herb and crushed rock that linger on the crisp 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $23 

SYRAH ROSÉS

90 Paraduxx 2020 Rosé (Napa Valley). Made 
entirely from Syrah and aged primarily in 

neutral oak with a percentage of stainless steel, 
this is a fruity and full-bodied wine, lively in peach, 
apricot and grapefruit flavors. A touch of dried herb 
and lush texture provide savory roundness. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Robert Hall 2020 Cavern Select Rosé of 
 Syrah (Paso Robles). A dark shade of pink in 

the glass, this Syrah-based rosé begins with candied 
aromas of cherry and rose, alongside hints of wet 
sidewalk. It really zips across the palate with ripe 
cherry flavors, proving rich yet refreshing enough. 
—M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

88 Olivia Brion 2019 Vin Gris of Syrah (Mendo-
cino). The pale pink-brass color of this 

light-bodied wine is distinctive, as are the tangy 
raspberry and apricot flavors backed by lively acid-
ity. It tastes refreshing, unmanipulated and just a 
touch earthy, which is not a bad thing. —J.G. 
abv: 12.3% Price: $22 

OTHER ROSÉS

93 Acumen 2020 Mountainside Rosé (Napa Val-
ley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

93 Grey Stack 2020 Four Brothers Rosé (Bennett 
Valley). For full review see page 10. 

abv: 12.9% Price: $25 

93 Refugio Ranch 2020 Rosé (Santa Ynez  Valley). 
A fresh and vibrant bright pink in color, this 

rosé blend of 60% Grenache, 32% Mourvèdre and 
8% Sangiovese pops with watermelon, strawberry 
and rose-petal aromas on the nose. Sizzling acidity 
and grippy tension sends watermelon-juice, lemon-
peel and white-flower flavors sailing across the 
complex palate. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

92 Ram’s Gate 2020 Rosé (Sonoma Coast). This 
combines 61% Grenache with 30%  Pinot 

Noir and 9% Syrah—the whole given five months 
in all-neutral barrels. Nutty, meaty and gamy, it is 
juicy and supple on the palate, with balanced acid-
ity and flavors of cranberry and pomegranate. —V.B. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $38 

91 Birichino 2020 Vin Gris Rosé (California). 
Clean lines of bubblegum, strawberry and 

banana blossom show on the nose of this rosé, 
which includes 62% Grenache, 12% Mourvèdre, 
11% Cinsault, 9% Carignan and 6% Rolle (or Ver-
mentino). Those fruit elements coalesce on the pal-
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ate, which is crisp and chalky though full of flavor. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

90 Castello di Amorosa 2020 Cresta D’Oro Vine-
yard Rosato (Green Valley). For full review 

see page 18. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Mauritson 2020 Rosé (Sonoma County). 
This is made entirely from Dry Creek and 

Alexander Valley Zinfandel grapes, fermented and 
aged in stainless steel for maximum freshness and 
accessibility. Hearty in berry, dried herb and melon, 
it offers a rounded richness on the midpalate that 
leads to a crisp, tangerine-touched finish. —V.B. 
abv: 12.57% Price: $28 

90 Silverado 2020 Borreo Single Vineyard Rosa 
Sangiovese (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 20. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $28 

90 Smashberry 2020 Rosé (Paso Robles). For 
full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Somnium 2020 Rosé (Napa Valley). Made 
by Julien Fayard for owner Danica Patrick, 

this blends together 70% Cabernet Sauvignon with 
20% Syrah and 10% Merlot and the result is rich 
and textured. Stone-fruit, cherry, peach and cran-
berry flavors ride along a tannic midpalate of dense 
intensity. —V.B. 
abv: 13% Price: $38 

90 Sterling 2019 Vintner’s Collection Rosé 
(Amador County). For full review see page 

23. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

89 Bogle 2019 Rosé (California). Light bodied, 
fresh and lean, this raspberry-scented wine 

tastes crisp and appetizing. Its vibrant acidity and 
red-cherry and raspberry flavors are a treat to taste. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

89 Lava Cap 2020 Estate Bottled Rosé (El 
Dorado). For those who have never tasted a 

Dolcetto rosé, here is their chance. This eye-catch-
ing wine is an electric, deep-pink in color, shows 
ripe red-cherry flavors and has good acidity to back 
them up. It will be a conversation starter immedi-
ately when it’s poured. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Shannon Ridge 2020 Buck Shack Rosé (Lake 
County). This is a good, hearty, medium-

bodied wine with more substance than many rosés, 
offering ripe plums and cherries and a good, tangy 
balance. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $35 

88 Blackbird Vineyards 2020 Arriviste Rosé 
(Napa Valley). Made from a variety of Cab-

ernet Franc, Merlot, Syrah, Petit Verdot, Caber-

net Sauvignon and Zinfandel, this light, crisp and 
approachable wine is meant to be enjoyed in its 
youth. Herbal and grassy undertones are met by lay-
ers of cranberry, citrus and cola. —V.B. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

88 Bliss 2020 Estate Table Wine Rosé (Mendo-
cino). A hot-pink color, effusive fruit aro-

mas and a medium body give this nicely ripe wine 
a substantive expression. It offers a smooth texture 
and lingering raspberry and peach flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Carol Shelton 2020 Wild Thing Rendezvous 
Rosé (Mendocino). The color of this wine 

is unusually deep considering the current fashion, 
being a light red rather than a pink, and it offers 
equally bold, grapey, cherry and strawberry flavors. 
It is substantial but fun, easy to swallow as a glou-
glou-style of red wine. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Dubost 2019 Starr Ranch Vineyard Rosé 
( Adelaida District). A yellowish, almost 

brownish shade of pink, this rosé starts with aro-
mas of crushed nuts, orange peel, plum flesh and 
a hint of Bourbon on the nose. A dried citrus and 
chamomile-tea combination shows on the palate, 
which offers decent tension. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

88 Gamble Family Vineyards 2020 Rosé (Napa 
Valley). Made predominantly from Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc, with small 
additions of Merlot, Pinot Noir and Petit Verdot, 
this wine is dry, tannic and tart in cranberry and 
currant flavors. A twist of lemon accentuates the 
freshness on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

88 Hearst Ranch 2020 Julia Rosé (Paso Robles). 
Freshly cut watermelon, strawberry and 

lemonade aromas kick off the nose of this bottling. 
There’s just a tad of tension on the somewhat viscous 
sip, where very ripe strawberry and cherry flavors 
reign. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $25 

88 Hideaway 2019 S & M Rosé (Santa Barbara 
County). Dried orange-peel and light straw-

berry aromas show on the nose of this rosé of 50% 
Syrah and 50% Mourvèdre. Pleasant flavors of light 
plum, melon flesh and more dried orange show on 
the smoothly textured sip. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $32 

88 Sculpterra 2020 Paso Pink Rosé (Paso 
 Robles). Almost mauve in the glass, this 

GSM-based rosé starts with earthy aromas of soil 
and rock as well as ripe cherry and light herbs. The 
ripe cherry flavors hit the smooth palate with glee 
before being cut by blood-orange peel. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

88 Skinner 2020 Rosé (El Dorado). An orange-
pink color and tangy, rather austere fruit 

flavors ride on a beam of vivid acidity in this light-

bodied, nervy wine made from red Rhône grape 
varieties. It’s out of the mainstream but appetizing 
and fun to try. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

87 Linguist Estates NV Rosé (Alexander Valley). 
This wine opens in orange peel and grape-

fruit, with a textured richness of strawberry cream. 
Lively, it is simple and straightforward in style and 
approach. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $19 

87 Notes 2020 Rosé (California). A bright coral 
color and fresh, jammy aromas are backed by 

candied fruit flavors and a hint of sweetness in this 
light-bodied wine. —J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

86 Shenandoah Vineyards 2020 Volo Dolce 
Rosé of Moscato (Amador County). This 

light-bodied, purposely sweet and floral-tasting 
wine overflows with rose-petal, marmalade and nut 
flavors on a rich texture. —J.G. 
abv: 10% Price: $15 

84 Woodbridge by Robert Mondavi 2018 Rosé 
(California). This simple, semisweet wine 

offers fruity and mineral aromas, peach flavors and 
a rather soft texture. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 11% Price: $7 

83 Bota Box NV Dry Rosé (California). A flinty, 
earthy aroma and light peach and ham fla-

vors give this light-bodied wine a rustic feel. It’s a 
basic-level beverage. —J.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $23/3 L 

83 Groove 2020 Joyride Rosé (California). This 
dry wine shows tightly wound flavors of 

red cherry and strawberry, rather tart acidity and 
a streak of tannin in the texture. It’s a bit rough but 
cleanses the palate well. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $7/250 ml 

83 Layer Cake 2019 Rosé (California). This 
 basic, rustic wine is rather deep in color and 

offers grapey, metallic aromas followed by plummy, 
earthy flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $12 

PINOT NOIR

98 Holdredge 2019 Pratt-Sexton Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 3. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

97 Holdredge 2019 Rochioli Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 3. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

97 Holdredge 2019 The True Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). For full review see page 3. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $54 
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96 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Hapgood Pinot Noir 
(Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 4. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

96 DuMOL 2019 Wester Reach Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Dark oak and spice notes 

fill the entry of this impressive wine, showing clove 
and stem on the way to structured tannin. Substan-
tial structure is on offer, in addition to complexity,.
The wine richly balanced and rewarding in black 
cherry, tea and forest. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

96 Goldeneye 2018 Confluence Vineyard Lower 
Bench Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). This 

uberconcentrated wine takes red- and black-cherry 
flavors to their max, wrapping them in warm tan-
nins and accenting them with subtle cinnamon, 
vanilla and clove. It’s infused with underlying acid-
ity, but so generous and appealing. Best through 
2028. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $88 

96 Goldeneye 2018 Split Rail Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). Tempting strawberry and sweet 

plum aromas lead to rich, gentle cherry and spiced 
plum flavors in this broad, mouthfilling wine that’s 
well bolstered by fine-grained tannins. The fruit 
flavors get deeper and more concentrated with 
more sipping, and the finish lingers nicely. It is best 
through 2028. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $88 

96 Holdredge 2019 Indigo Dreams Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $54 

96 Roar 2019 Sierra Mar Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Fresh yet struc-

tured, fruit-driven yet spicy, this is a wine to watch 
for a decade or so. Hearty boysenberry cream and 
classic French toast spices entertain the nose while 
the palate is framed by a hearty tannic backbone, 
hanging up the blueberry compote, clove and car-
damom flavors. Drink now through 2039. Cellar 
Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $60 

96 Rochioli 2019 Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). This is a blend of several 

single-vineyard designates, predominantly Little 
Hill (53%) and Big Hill (15%), with additions from 
West Block, East Block and Sweetwater as well. 
Dark plum and raspberry accent a lively and expan-
sive palate of rounded tannin and easy oak, the wine 
full bodied and structured. This will do in the cel-
lar; enjoy best from 2029–2024. Cellar Selection. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

95 Ernest 2019 Cleary Freestone Ranch 
 Bohemian Series Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 

For full review see page 5. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $95 

95 Goldeneye 2018 Confluence Vineyard Hillside 
Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). This full-bod-

ied wine emphasizes black-cherry flavors that go 
deep and wide, complemented by very light wood 
smoke, cinnamon and clove notes that expand on 
the palate and linger on the finish. It offers a won-
derful focus on the fruit flavors and wraps them in a 
posh texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $88 

95 Goldeneye 2018 The Narrows Vineyard  Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). Turbocharged fruit 

flavors and a sleek texture make this full-bodied 
wine compelling and delicious. Focused black 
 cherry, red cherry and rhubarb light up the palate as 
well-integrated fine tannins create a velvety texture. 
Balanced for further aging, it will be best from 2024. 
Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $88 

95 Holdredge 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). For full review see page 5. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

95 Holdredge 2019 Petits Cadeaux Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 5. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $54 

95 Holdredge 2019 Rolling Thunder Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $54 

95 Holdredge 2019 Three Sisters Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Fort Ross-Seaview). For full review see 

page 5.
abv: 14.4% Price: $70 

95 Roar 2019 Pisoni Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Lively aromas of  raspberry 

and warm baking spice are kicked up by a minty hint 
of tarragon on the nose of this bottling from the 
famed vineyard. There’s an attention-grabbing grip 
to the bright palate, where the tannins and fresh 
acidity frame strawberry, stone and herb flavors. 
Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

95 Roar 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 6. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

95 Senses 2019 Day One Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This wine is made from the pro-

ducer’s Hillcrest Vineyard, which went into the very 
first vintage in 2013. Delicately layered, it is floral 
on the nose and crisp in red fruit on the lengthy pal-
ate, and offers a tremendous amount of structure, 
balance and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

95 Three Sticks 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). This is an outstanding appellation 

wine, blending together several stellar sites, includ-
ing two estate vineyards, into one cohesive whole. 

Texture and freshness give the concentrated palate 
of rich red fruit a balanced approach and silkyness, 
the oak providing a background note of baking spice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $65 

95 Williams Selyem 2019 Terra De Promissio 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). For full 

review see page 6. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

94 Brewer-Clifton 2019 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita 
Hills). For full review see page 7. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

94 Clarice 2019 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). Rounded black-cherry and cola aro-

mas pick up a bit of sage and turned earth on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a very firm, engaging, 
ageworthy texture to the palate, framing dark boy-
senberry and spice flavors. This is a powerful wine, 
with structural integrity and depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $90 

94 Clarice 2019 Rosella’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Dried raspberry, 

bay-leaf, incense and green-peppercorn aromas show 
on the savory nose of this bottling by Adam Lee. The 
palate is framed with a tense structure, offering fresh 
flavors of raspberry and green herbs that ride across 
waves of chalk and energetic acid. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $90 

94 Domaine Della 2019 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Potent aromas of dark cherry, 

star anise and oak-powered crème brûlée show on 
the nose of this appellation blend. A grippy texture 
frames the palate, where plum-skin and crushed 
berry flavors add an edge to the richer black-cherry 
and cardamom tones. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $65 

94 E16 2018 Doctor’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Clean yet com-

plex aromas of cherry and black raspberry meet 
with sumac, star anise and hibiscus on the freshly 
appealing nose of this bottling. The palate is loaded 
with likable red-cherry flavors, but the unique layers 
of sagebrush and grapefruit peel are what makes it 
excel. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $46 

94 Ernest 2019 Grand Vent Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Petaluma Gap). This concentrated and 

well-balanced wine offers dazzling fruit flavors, 
subtle oak accents and a moderately tannic, mouth-
filling texture. Made with 80% whole clusters, it 
shows plenty of red- and black-cherry flavors, plus 
hints of toast, nutmeg and sunbaked earth that are 
intriguing to taste. Best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $62 

94 Goldeneye 2018 Confluence Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This rich, broad and 

ripe-tasting wine floods the palate with ripe red and 
black cherries, mild cinnamon and nutmeg spices 
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and fine-grained tannins for a silky feel despite the 
wine’s full body. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $88 

94 Holdredge 2019 Steiner Dry Stack Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Mountain). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $54 

94 Holdredge 2019 Upper Elevations Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). For full review see page 8. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

94 Madson 2019 Toyon Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Wet oregano, bay-

leaf and pine-needle aromas are layered across 
tart cranberry, raspberry and currant on the zesty 
nose of this bottling. The palate is bright and tart, 
with cranberry at the core, as juniper and gin-like 
 botanical touches round out the experience. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $50 

94 Marine Layer 2018 Gap’s Crown Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). This is just a 

lovely expression of the famous Petaluma Gap site: 
earthy and silky on the palate with moderate weight 
and ample breadth. Blueberry and currant mingle 
around denser, darker and moodier elements of for-
est and black tea, coming to a cohesive and well-
polished finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

94 Morgan 2019 Twelve Clones Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

94 Roar 2019 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). The appellation blend gives a great 

sense of what the Franscionis are accomplishing in 
their vineyards. Aromas of cola, cherry, raspberry, 
cigar box and rose petal on the nose lead into baked 
red currant and an herbal touch of anise on the 
layer ed palate. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

94 Roar 2019 Garys’ Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Clean lines of cherry, 

clove, potpourri and incense slice through the nose 
of this bottling. There’s noticeable pepper spice on 
the sip, where baked cherry and cola flavors are hit 
with a flash of incense while riding a fairly substan-
tial frame of viscosity and power. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $65 

94 Ron Noble 2019 Estate Pinot Noir (Petaluma 
Gap). Supremely earthy in forest, dried 

herb and tree bark, this wine offers a length of 
fresh, buzzy acidity and well-integrated ripeness. 
The fruit is focused around ethereal layers of straw-
berry and raspberry, with nice accompanying notes 
of cardamom and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $68 

94 Three Sticks 2019 Price Family Estates Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). This wine is made 

from several estates, most notably Walala Vineyard 

on the forested coast. Dark fruit and tannin com-
bine for a forceful, brooding and savory earthiness 
of forest, ash, pomegranate and silkyness. Bold, it 
shows enduring structure and intensity within 
 undeniable beauty. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

94 Waits-Mast 2017 Nash Mill Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). This tempting, spicy 

wine starts with black-pepper and toasted oak aro-
mas, lays black cherry and almost-sweet plum on 
the palate, and continues to a lingering, savory fin-
ish, with hints of mushroom and forest floor. —J.G. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $45 

94 Waits-Mast 2017 Oppenlander Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Mendocino County). This ultra-

smooth, delicate and complex wine offers intricate 
black-cherry, sour-cherry and cranberry fruits 
accented by clove and forest-floor nuances. Mild 
tannins and good, tangy acidity balance it out beau-
tifully. Aged two years longer than many Pinots, it’s 
perfect to drink now through 2025. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $45 

94 Waits-Mast 2017 Wentzel Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Anderson Valley). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $47 

94 Westwood 2018 Annadel Gap Vineyard 
Founder’s Reserve Pinot Noir (Sonoma 

 Valley). A hearty, robust and complex reserve-level 
wine, this wine is brawny in black fruit and firm 
tannin, with a focused structure. Black tea and for-
est contribute enduring earthiness and a contrast to 
the rich layers of dense fruit. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $105 

93 Black Kite 2018 River turn Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). This suave, velvety and complex 

wine is layered with ripe cherries, raspberries, cin-
namon and vanilla for a palate-coating richness that 
gets good backing from mild acidity and moderate 
tannins. It’s seductive, broad and full bodied. —J.G. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $64 

93 Dawn’s Dream 2018 Bel Sogno Pinot Noir 
(Monterey). Layers of dried sage and bay 

leaf lie atop aromas of boysenberry and crisp cherry 
on the nose of this bottling. The wine lands with 
heft on the palate, showing boysenberry, black-
plum and lavender flavors, with a spicy pinch of 
black pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $75 

93 Dawn’s Dream 2018 Rachael Pinot Noir ( Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Light in color, this bot-

tling lifts off snappy aromas of with crushed herb, 
fresh pomegranate, bay leaf and signed pine needle. 
Herbal spice decorates the palate, from bay leaf to 
incense, with a bright raspberry flavor at the core. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $44 

93 Ernest 2019 Cleary Freestone Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Well structured and 

nicely concentrated, this outstanding medium-
bodied wine accents its core of focused red-cherry 
flavors with subtle ginger, cinnamon and nutmeg 
that add attractive complexity and interest. Made 
with 30% whole clusters in the fermenting vat and 
aged in 38% new French barrels, it should be best 
from 2025. —J.G. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $58 

93 Ernest 2019 Estate Freestone Valley Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Deep black-fruit fla-

vors and a good structure of light tannins and brac-
ing acidity make this medium-bodied wine both 
mouthfilling and appetizing. Black cherries, black 
tea and a touch of rhubarb give it plenty of delicious 
nuances to savor. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $48 

93 Flying Goat Cellars 2017 Rancho Santa Rosa 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Hearty 

and rich aromas of black cherry, clove, star anise 
and sagebrush are very complex on the nose of this 
bottling. There’s a tense frame to the sip, where a 
driving acidity cuts through the tart orange rind, 
red fruit and spices. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

93 Gary Farrell 2018 Sanford & Benedict Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full 

review see page 10. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

93 Husch 2019 Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Ander-
son Valley). Elegant and luxuriously smooth, 

this finely balanced wine pairs ripe and round 
black-cherry and winter-spice flavors with tangy 
underlying acidity for great balance. Mild tannins 
add to the sense of palate-cleansing freshness and 
help create a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

93 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Canfield Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). For full 

review see page 10. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $75 

93 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Noir Collection 
Edition No. 3 Pinot Noir (Green Valley). For 

full review see page 10.
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

93 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Strata Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). For full review see 

page 10. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $55 

93 L’Usine 2018 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For 
full review see page 11. 

abv: 15.2% Price: $67 

93 La Barge 2018 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Subtle red-currant and tart hibiscus aromas 

meet with tea leaf on the subtle, elegant nose of this 
bottling. There is tight tension to the sip, where 
lavender and rose-petal flavors float atop the crisp 
currant and light sprinkle of peppery spice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 
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93 Marine Layer 2018 Jentoft Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Earthy and lifted, this 

wine is from a steep, extreme site and shows com-
plex, firm tannin. Whole-cluster inclusion makes up 
30% of the whole, the tastes ranging from cinnamon 
Red Hots to black tea and forest floor. —V.B. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $60 

93 Marine Layer 2018 Lyra Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). Softly textured, this red offers last-

ing lightness and elegance, with cohesive layers of 
spicy cherry and strawberry. The tannins are pol-
ished and well behaved, as is the oak, with a lasting 
thread of black tea and clove. —V.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

93 Martinelli 2019 Bella Vigna Pinot Noir 
( Sonoma Coast). Silky and luxurious, with 

wild shocks of cinnamon and nutmeg, this lush, full-
bodied wine is riddled in rich layers of strawberry 
and boysenberry. It holds its weight and breadth 
well, showing underlying acidity that winds its way 
into the foundational structure. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

93 Morgan 2018 Double L Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Fresh and subtle 

aromas of raspberry, roasted tomato and a hint 
of basil pop on the nose of this bottling. There’s 
a vibrant acidity and grippy structure to the sip, 
where herb-sprinkled plum and cracked pepper fla-
vors align. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

93 Odonata 2018 Escolle Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Lucia Highlands). Coming from one 

of the more reliable vineyards on the Central Coast, 
this bottling hits the nose with aromas of crushed 
black rocks, smashed plum, purple and red flowers 
and a pinch of cinnamon. The palate is clean and 
focused, blending lavender, lilac and gardenia flavors 
with black-raspberry and graphite elements. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $42 

93 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Fiddlestix Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full review see page 

11. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $75 

93 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Pali Vineyard Estate 
Grown Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). For full 

review see page 11. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

93 Pali Wine Co. 2018 Rancho la Vina Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Rich aromas 

of boysenberry jam, baked cherry and wood oil 
are heavy and intense on the nose of this single-
vineyard expression. It’s thick and powerful on the 
palate, loaded with a base of berry but also tons of 
spice, from cardamom to clove. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $75 

93 Ron Noble 2019 Estate Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Petaluma Gap). With a duo of clones 

(Pommard and 667) fermented separately and then 
brought together in French oak, 60% of it new, 

this wine showcases strong notions of forest floor, 
tree sap and high-toned red fruit. Fresh and supple 
in tannin, it presents intensity within an elegant 
framework. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $95 

93 Sling & Stone 2019 Tondre Grapefield  Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). There’s an 

herbaceous streak to the nose of this bottling, 
which used 30% whole cluster in the fermentation, 
delivering juniper, pine-needle and smashed plum 
aromas. Those herbs pop on the palate too, giving 
a eucalyptus-like spice to the red-apple and brisk 
cranberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.77% Price: $42 

93 Waits-Mast 2017 Mariah Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Mendocino Ridge). This wine has an 

earthy, rustic charm from its rather light, tawny-
garnet color to aromas of turned earth and leather 
to grilled plum and cigar-box flavors. It’s fascinating 
to taste and certainly stands out from the many cur-
rent rich Pinots. —J.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

92 Alma Fria 2017 Holtermann Vineyard  Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Made from 15% 

whole-cluster grapes aged in a small amount of new 
oak, this wine from an Annapolis site tastes of rasp-
berry liqueur, cranberry and orange peel. Taut and 
high-toned, it rides a savory edge of forest and tea 
that accentuate the savory. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

92 Bravium 2019 Pinot Noir (Anderson  Valley). 
Lovely, savory, black-tea and rhubarb aro-

mas lead to slightly tangy red-cherry and light 
baking-spice flavors for an interesting and complex 
expression. It’s an elegant and rather light-bodied 
wine with great balance and subtlety. —J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $34 

92 CinQuin 2018 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This 
second label from Pierre LaBarge offers a 

nice glimpse of his estate program for less of a price. 
Dark-cherry, thyme, white-pepper and dried flower 
aromas lead into a palate full of tart red plums, bay 
leaf and sage. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

92 Domaine Della 2019 Soberanes Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Dark 

currant and berry meet with light licorice and mint 
on the nose of this bottling. There’s an earthy streak 
to the palate, where loamy flavors meet with light 
mint and dark fruit, proving deep and rich. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $78 

92 Holdredge 2019 Saralee’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $54 

92 L’Usine 2018 Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). For full review 

see page 13. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $110 

92 Lumen 2017 Sierra Madre Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Lighter and a mud-

dier shade in the glass than a typical Pinot, this 
slightly aged vintage shows baked cherry, iron and 
sagebrush on the nose. There’s a pleasantly peppery 
spice to the palate, which is full of crunchy pepper-
corns, bay leaf and juniper, set against a tart rasp-
berry core. —M.K. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $62 

92 Martinelli 2019 Pinot Noir (Russian River 
Valley). Rose-petal accents adorn a velvety 

texture in this full-bodied, richly layered wine. Cola 
and black-cherry flavors combine around soft, plush 
and well-integrated tannins—the oak pronounced 
and contributing extra spice. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $62 

92 Samsara 2018 La Encantada Vineyard  Pinot 
Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Intriguing lines of 

oregano and bay leaf play against aromas of cran-
berry, grapefruit rind and cherry soda on the nose 
of this small-batch bottling. It’s very herbal on the 
palate, where oregano and Earl Grey tea flavors work 
into the smashed red plum, tangy cranberry and 
 orange-rind elements. —M.K. 
abv: 13.2% Price: $68 

92 Sketchbook 2019 Pinot Noir (Mendocino 
County). For full review see page 14.  Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

92 Tolosa 2019 El Coro Pinot Noir (Petaluma 
Gap). This is a taut, linear and high-toned 

red from the windswept site, bristling in crisp, deli-
cate layers of grapefruit and tangerine. The fruity 
intensity is matched by savory elements of forest 
floor and tea, adding worthy contrast and  complexity. 
—V.B. 
abv: 12.4% Price: $130 

92 Walson Holland 2019 Duvarita Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara County). Watch 

out for this new winery out of Ojai, whose wine-
maker Benjamin Holland isn’t afraid of pushing 
envelopes. In this case, that’s all whole-cluster fer-
mentation, which gives this bottling a smoky,  herbal 
sense of singed sage and bay leaf atop the dark 
fruits. The palate carries forth with juniper and 
roasted pasilla-chile elements atop the core fruit. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Adelaida 2018 Pinot Noir (Adelaida District). 
Though it doesn’t say it, this twist-top bot-

tling comes from the historic HMR Vineyard. It 
begins with clean lines of sour cherry, rose hips 
and cardamom on the nose. The palate is fresh and 
fruity with decent restraint, showing cherry, straw-
berry and spice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

91 Alma Fria 2017 Doc’s Ranch Pinot Noir (Sonoma 
Coast). This is a juicy, floral and salty wine, 

evocative of the sea air near where the grapes are 
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grown. Crisp acidity provides enduring freshness 
amidst the earthy intensity. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $70 

91 Flying Goat Cellars 2017 Rio Vista Vineyard 
 Dijon Clone Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). There’s 

a gamy and roast-pork quality to the nose of this 
bottling, with light herbs and tangy cranberry and 
red-currant aromas showing as well. The palate is 
spiced by bay leaf and anise, giving depth to the 
dark-red fruits, with that gamy note popping again 
on the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Gallo Signature Series 2018 Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $57 

91 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Pinot Noir (Mon-
terey County-Sonoma County-Santa  Barbara 

County). For full review see page 15. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 J Vineyards & Winery 2018 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $42 

91 Kendall-Jackson 2019 Jackson Estate  Outland 
Ridge Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). Abundant, 

luxurious and fully ripe fruit flavors are wrapped in 
handsome oak spices such as vanilla, milk chocolate 
and cinnamon in this very full-bodied, broad-tex-
tured wine. The mouthfeel is velvety and rich. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $48 

91 Lumen 2016 Sierra Madre Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Warm waves of baked 

strawberry, mulberry, pink peppercorn, bay leaf and 
cumin make for a heady nose on this bottling, which 
is five years old. That age shows a bit on the palate, 
where curry spice decorates the red-plum and tangy 
cranberry flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.25% Price: $62 

91 Mignanelli 2018 Kent Berry Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Pomegranate 

and hibiscus aromas are fresh and inviting on the 
nose of this bottling, which also offers a bit of cin-
namon and bay leaf. It’s taut on the palate, full of 
fresh pomegranate and rose-petal flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

91 Optik 2019 Block No. 42A Bien Nacido 
Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). Rich 

aromas of black-cherry-reduction sauce, licorice 
and hickory and cherry woodsmoke show on the 
nose of this bottling. Cola and root-beer spices 
fire up the caramelized boysenberry and raspberry 
flavors of the palate, with baking spice pushing deep 
into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

91 Optik 2019 Block No. 42B Bien Nacido Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley). This is a ripe, 

drink-now style of Pinot Noir, starting with loads 
of vanilla, roasted coffee and warm cola spices that 
soak into the core of black cherry. Similar elements 

spill into the palate, which is bolstered by acidity 
and even more baking spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $45 

91 Pulchella 2018 Deadbeat Pinot Noir (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). Ruby colored 

in the glass, this wine from the vines at Mendoza 
Farms begins with a delicate nose of thyme and 
dried red fruit. There’s an herbal array to the palate, 
from incense to cherry pits, with richer flavors of 
wild plum and cherry flesh. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

91 Ron Noble 2019 Family Blend Pinot Noir (Pet-
aluma Gap). With prominent oak and tannin, 

this wine is earthy in forest and dried herb, with an 
intensity and structure. Dark-black fruit provides a 
richness and roundedness to the edges. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

91 Tolosa 2019 Gunsalus Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Green Valley). Crisp in cranberry,  strawberry 

and high-toned acidity—a freshness that endures 
throughout—this wine shows accents of mineral-
like rock and forest floor. Full bodied, it persists in 
tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $130 

91 Tolosa 2019 Hollister Edna Ranch Pinot Noir 
(Edna Valley). Cherry and red-plum aromas 

meet with roasted gamed and oak on the nose of 
this bottling. The wine lands with a thicker mouth-
feel, offering more cherry plus cranberry as well as 
crumpled herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $130 

90 Benziger 2019 Pinot Noir (Monterey  County). 
For full review see page 18. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Bianchi 2018 Loma Verde Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Santa Barbara County). Toasted wood, 

dried herb and brisk cranberry aromas show on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a slight orange tang 
to the palate, where tea-leaf and grapefruit-rind 
 flavors add depth to the core of red fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

90 Butternut 2019 Pinot Noir (California). For 
full review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

90 Cellars 33 2018 Suacci Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). From a cool-climate site, 

and from the first vintage for this producer, this red 
is soft on the palate with crisp acidity and a tang 
of citrus and pomegranate. Pronounced tannin give 
it a grip of weight that leads to a finishing touch of 
black tea and forest. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $62 

90 Domaine Carneros 2019 Estate Pinot Noir 
(Carneros). Dark fruit and soft, supple tex-

ture define this estate wine, silky and complete with 
the appellation’s signature funk. Rose-petal aro-

matics, black-tea and forest notes provide varietal 
beauty and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $44 

90 Holman Ranch 2018 Three Brothers Pinot 
Noir (Carmel Valley). Dried cherry and 

baked cranberry aromas meet with charcuterie aro-
mas on the node of this bottling. Dark berry and 
cherry encounter licorice spice on the palate, which 
is darker and more dried out than the estate’s other 
bottlings. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

90 Joseph Jewell 2017 Hallberg Ranch Pinot 
Noir (Russian River Valley). Sultry carda-

mom spice, stemmy earthiness and black tea com-
bine around rounded tannins in this well-made, 
balanced and complex wine from the great site. A 
lasting note of dried herb underscores its savory 
embrace. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

90 La Crema 2017 Pinot Noir (Green Valley). 
With a warm depth of wild strawberry and 

cherry, this powerful, well-integrated wine is also 
earthy in forest and turned earth. Plush tannins 
lend a lushness to the texture as spicy notes of cola 
and oak build on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Lumen 2019 Julia’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). Quite light in the 

glass, this bottling begins with tart aromas of  cherry 
tomato and olive brine on the nose. Toasted sage 
and bay leaf play with Kalamata olive flavors and 
tart red fruit on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $62 

90 Nadia 2019 Vintner’s Collection Pinot Noir 
(San Luis Obispo County-Sonoma County-

Monterey Count). For full review see page 23. Best 
Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

90 Pali Wine Co. 2019 Riviera Pinot Noir 
(Sonoma Coast). Strong aromas of cherry 

and ripe plum are cut by eucalyptus on the nose of 
this bottling. The wine lands softly on the palate, 
with a slightly viscous texture carrying cherry 
paste, light tobacco and licorice flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Royal Prince 2019 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia 
Highlands). Dark-cherry-liqueur aromas 

weave through dried mushrooms and black plum on 
the rich nose of this bottling. There is a stony grip to 
the sip, where cranberry and dried currant flavors 
show. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Sarah’s Vineyard 2018 Reserve Pinot Noir 
(Santa Clara Valley). Clean lines of black 

raspberry, vanilla and oak show on the nose of this 
reserve bottling. The palate is familiar and fine but 
nothing flashy, with muddled black-plum, dried 
violet and lavender flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $65 
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90 Stasis 2018 Murmur Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Santa Maria Valley). For full review see 

page 20. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $42 

90 Verraco Ridge 2019 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). For full review see page 20. Edi-

tors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $20 

89 Absolution 2019 Righetti Vineyard Calera 
Clone Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Blistered 

cherry, turned loam and wild-mint aromas show 
on the nose of this bottling. The palate is ripe with 
cranberry and rose-petal flavors, with pinches of 
thyme and sea salt adding depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $46 

89 Angeline 2019 Reserve Pinot Noir (Mendocino 
County). For full review see page 21. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $18 

89 Dawn’s Dream 2018 Nicole Pinot Noir (Santa 
Lucia Highlands). Dusty and leathery aro-

mas of dried cherry and mushroom show on the 
nose of this bottling. There’s a musky hint to the 
palate as well, where tarry flavors meet with more 
leather, mushroom and pomegranate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $52 

89 Dusty Nabor 2019 Clone 115 Spear Vineyards 
Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Quite light in 

the glass, this bottling snaps with raspberry, rose 
oil and eucalyptus on the slightly tangy nose. Cran-
berry, pomegranate and sagebrush flavors converge 
on the tart palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

89 Imagery 2019 Pinot Noir (California). For full 
review see page 21. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Absolution 2019 Swan Clone Righetti Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Edna Valley). Light cher-

ries, dried hibiscus and a hint of sagebrush show on 
the nose of this bottling. Aged cherry flavors meet 
with vanilla and nutmeg on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $46 

88 Block Nine 2020 Caiden’s Vineyards Pinot 
Noir (California). This smooth and medium-

bodied wine is nicely polished, soft in terms of tan-
nins and offers hints of mint and earth over red- and 
black-cherry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Brooks Note 2018 Monroe Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma Coast). Delicate in color and 

opening frame, this wine is savory and elegant, with 
moderate layers of cranberry, rose petal and black 
tea. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $36 

88 Gaderian 2019 Sunset Knoll Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Carneros). With notes of menthol and 

dried herb, this wine is earthy, with an underlying 

funk not unknown to the appellation. Focused acid-
ity helps to balance and refresh. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

88 Ghost Pines 2018 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County- 
Monterey County-Yolo County). Potent 

blackberry and black-pepper flavors give this full-
bodied wine a robust expression, and good, rich 
tannins add heft to the texture. Dark chocolate and 
blackberries linger on the finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $23 

87 Frey 2020 Organic Pinot Noir (Mendocino). 
This fresh and fruity wine has a nouveau, 

just-fermented character dominated by jammy 
cherry and berry flavors and a touch of spritz. It’s a 
hearty, glug-glug sort of wine to pair with something 
casual like barbecue. No sulfites added. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $18 

87 Murphy-Goode 2018 Pinot Noir (California). 
Smoky, flinty aromas and flavors give this 

medium-bodied, well-balanced wine an earthy 
 expression in addition to good black cherry and 
hints of chocolate. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Pacific Redwood 2020 Organic Pinot Noir 
(Mendocino). Ample black-cherry and can-

died cherry flavors light up this medium-bodied, 
fresh and exuberant wine. A touch of tannin firms 
up the texture for pairing with rich food. No added 
sulfites. —J.G. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $15 

86 1924 2019 Limited Edition Port Barrel Aged 
Pinot Noir (California). This full-bodied 

wine doesn’t taste much like Pinot Noir, but it’s 
a hearty, saturated, deep-colored red wine, with 
soothing baking-spice flavors and very ripe, jammy 
fruit. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 

86 Grape Creek Vineyards 2017 Pinot Noir (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). Strongly 

e xtracted aromas of berry jam, caramel and Bour-
bon barrel show on the nose of this bottling. The 
palate is also very rich and extracted, with raisin 
and scotch flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $82 

84 Love Noir 2018 Pinot Noir (California). This 
medium-bodied wine smells woody and 

caramelized, offers maple and blackberry-jam fla-
vors and accents of wood smoke. It’s very stylized 
and oaky. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $16 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

98 Clark-Claudon 2018 Eternity Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Smooth and decid-

edly in balance, this is an elegant mountain-grown 
wine, 100% varietal, with a pungent opening of 
turned earth. Understated power builds a founda-
tion of structure and expansive mouthfeel, with a 

juicy center of sharp red fruit, clove and dried herb. 
The finishing touch is a twist of salty oak and tea. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $200 

98 DuMOL 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). A lovely, 100% varietal wine aged 

20 months in French oak, this is juicy, herbal and 
offers a substantial foundation of power. Cedar, 
tobacco and tomato leaf accent a core of crushed 
rock, dark plum and threads of acidity—the weight 
and structure lifted by underlying freshness. This is 
a good candidate for cellaring; enjoy best from 2028 
through 2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $119 

97 Boich 2018 Beckstoffer Georges III Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This is a thick 

and richly layered wine, intensely structured and 
power fully built in ripe red fruit. Crushed rock, 
black pepper and clove play around the edges of the 
wine, with a touch of roasted coffee bean adding to 
the flavor complexity. Aged 22 months in French 
oak, it can stand more time in the bottle. Enjoy 
2028–2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $170 

97 Boich 2018 Beckstoffer Missouri Hopper 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A 100% 

 varietal wine from the great site, this shows turned 
earth, tobacco, dried herb and cassis, the flavors 
built around a thick, weighty and grippy core of 
powerful ripeness and weight. Lingering brightness 
beneath helps to balance and lengthen the experi-
ence, with further aging suggested. Enjoy best from 
2028–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $170 

97 Shafer 2018 One Point Five Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Stags Leap District). For full review 

see page 3. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $98 

97 The Debate 2018 Artalade Montagna Vine-
yards Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). 

 Refined tannin and integrated fruit mark this lovely, 
full-bodied wine, which is 100% varietal and made 
in tiny amounts. Leather, tobacco and cedar high-
light a lengthy and elegant core seething in cassis 
and currant, with a touch of oak and dark chocolate 
on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $200 

97 The Debate 2018 Sacrashe Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Thick and concen-

trated in red berry and cassis, this wine features oak 
that is moderate yet present, with a mineral-like 
underbelly of stone and earth. Granular, muscular 
and lasting in baking spice, tea and clove, it show-
cases the great site, the vintage and the winemaking 
all in one with ease and elegance. Editors’ Choice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $200 



BUYINGGUIDE

54  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  OCTOBER 2021

96 At Large 2018 Amber Knolls Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Red Hills). For full review 

see page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $80 

96 Axr 2018 Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). With a 

tension of grip and power, this vineyard-designate 
is muscularly built and intense on the palate, con-
centrated in blue and black fruit that weigh against 
a foundation of structure. There is opulence to the 
texture and notes of black pepper, violet and cedar 
that complement and contrast. Enjoy best from 
2028–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $215 

96 Axr 2018 Sleeping Lady Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A dazzling array 

of black cherry, cassis, nutmeg and clove highlight 
this voluptuously balanced and brightly effusive 
wine from the well-regarded site. There are hints of 
dark chocolate and toasted oak that dance around 
sweet, elongated tannin and an impressive length 
of dried herb. This is a memorable wine. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $215 

96 Boich 2018 Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Silky 

smooth and refined in tannin, this heady vineyard-
designate offers a wealth of dark fruit, coffee notes 
and dried herb. Lengthy and with powerful grip, it 
builds on the midpalate to show rich layers of black 
cherry and pepper, the oak present and contributing 
to its overall complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $225 

96 Daou 2018 Soul of a Lion Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Adelaida District). For full review see 

page 4. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $150 

96 Dehlinger 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Russian River Valley). This refined and 

 elegant wine is from an unusual place, but the pro-
ducer has remained committed to it and this bot-
tling shows exactly why. Classic elements of clove, 
dried herb and juicy red fruit combine around silky 
smooth tannins and well-integrated oak, each part 
completely in sync with the others and with a lift of 
acidity throughout. This is a gorgeous wine.  Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

96 Diamond Creek 2018 Red Rock Terrace Caber-
net Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). 

Red Rock is aptly named, reflecting a seven-acre 
portion of the estate that is littered in red, rocky soil. 
With moderate plushness and enduring elegance, it 
offers a complex structure and contrasting bright-
ness of cassis and dark cherry. Herbal accents of sage 
and forest contribute to its overall appeal. Enjoy best 
from 2028–2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $285 

96 Diamond Creek 2018 Volcanic Hill Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). 

From the largest of the site’s distinct blocks at eight 
acres, this wine consists of Merlot, Malbec and Petit 
Verdot as well as the star of the show. From light, 
fluffy soils, it shares that airiness and soft sophistica-
tion on the palate, offering earthy dried herb, bay leaf 
and stone within a context of cassis and blackberry 
richness that endures through integrated yet youth-
ful tannin. Enjoy best from 2028 through 2038. 
 Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $285 

95 Axr 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa  Valley). 
Refined in rich red fruit, savory spice and 

bolts of black pepper, this lovely appellation wine 
shows a roundedness and length—the tannins sweet 
and well integrated. Dark-plum, cherry and mocha 
flavors layer atop the smooth texture, providing 
tremendous quality and complexity for the price. 
 Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $84 

95 Axr 2018 Denali Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Savory in black pepper, 

clove and oak, this wine offers a thick, substantial 
body of complex texture and weight. The density 
takes on a lush, velvety quality accented in currant, 
blueberry and plum, with a tease of black licorice. 
Built to age, enjoy best from 2028–2033. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $215 

95 Axr 2018 Flagship Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). A soft, supple texture gives in 

to velvety tannins in this robustly built, complex and 
intensely powerful wine. Clove, black currant and 
black pepper dot a midpalate of viscous opulence 
and generous fruit, accented in tobacco and salty oak. 
 Enjoy best from 2028–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $275 

95 Axr 2018 Madrone Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Velvety smooth and 

 savory, with a grip of graphite, cedar and tobacco, 
this dense, full-bodied wine shows a powerful 
intensity that invites in generous blue and black 
fruit. Structured and built to last, it will do well 
with further  aging. Enjoy best from 2028–2033. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $215 

95 B Cellars 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther-
ford). Big and brambly, with a great under-

lying thread of acidity, this wine offers impressive 
layers of red berry, dried herb and sage, with dusty 
oak on the back of the palate. Concentrated, dense 
and supple in tannin, it finishes with a memorable 
taste of vanilla bean. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $125 

95 Clark-Claudon 2018 Estate Grown Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). From a mountain 

site this is a refined, elegant and earthy wine with 
a foundation of mineral and dried herb. Structured 
and age-worthy, it shows a sharpness of red fruit, 
crushed rock and elongated tannin, with freshness 

throughout. Enjoy best from 2028–2033. Cellar 
Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $150 

95 Diamond Creek 2018 Gravelly Meadow Caber-
net Sauvignon (Diamond Mountain District). 

This pebbly portion of the estate vineyard consists 
of five acres, originally planted in 1968. With small 
percentages of Merlot, Malbec and Petit Verdot, it 
is woody in forest, graphite and clove, with a silky, 
rounded and expansive palate of rich, red fruit. With 
balanced acidity and structure, it has a long, spicy 
finish of clove and will do well in the cellar. Enjoy 
best from 2028–2038. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $285 

95 Sunshine Valley Vineyards 2018 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Deeply luscious 

in blackberry, cherry and cassis, this 100% varietal 
wine is seamless, with well-integrated, polished tan-
nins and refined texture. With both freshness and 
length, it shows a more elegant side of the variety, 
with earthy hints of cedar, herb and pencil shaving. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $150 

95 The Setting 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). From the Skellenger Vineyard 

in the heart of the appellation, this 100% varietal 
wine is thickly concentrated in soft layers of fruit, 
earth and spice. Black cherry, dark chocolate and 
teases of clove find cohesion within well-integrated 
tannin and oak, with plenty of length and struc-
ture to age gracefully. Enjoy best from 2028–2035. 
 Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $125 

95 V. Vineyards 2018 Single Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Sonoma County). Dark and thick, 

with deep color, this wine features well-integrated 
oak and tannin, with tangy flavors of red currant and 
cassis. Elegant in style, it has underlying grip in its 
youth, alongside earthy cedar, pencil and notes of 
crushed rock. This will do well to cellar;  enjoy best 
from 2028–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $90 

94 Aperture 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexan-
der Valley). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.6% Price: $70 

94 Axr 2018 Artalade Montagna Vineyard Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Salty oak 

and a subdued structure grace this powerfully built 
red that is supple on the palate with well-integrated 
tannin. From a high-elevation site atop Pritchard 
Hill, it shows elegance within the intensity, with 
notes of crushed rock, dark chocolate and cassis. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $215 

94 B Cellars 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Oakville). Rounded on the palate with an 

edge of structure and firm tannin, this wine offers 
graceful layers of red fruit, plum and toasted oak. It 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  55

is lengthy and succulent in its full-bodied concen-
tration and ripe approach. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $125 

94 B Cellars 2018 Star Vineyard Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Rutherford). Tasty, rich and soft on 

the palate, this vineyard-designate shows notes of 
char, toasted oak and blackberry cola. Supple and 
bold, it is ripe, full-bodied and concentrated in 
style, with shocks of baking spice and black pepper. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $130 

94 Boich 2018 Wall Road Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). This is an earthy, thick and 

substantially concentrated expression of the grape 
and site, but it also includes 10% Cabernet Franc, 
and its aromatics are undeniably integrated within. 
Savory sage, dried herb and crushed rock cling to 
the core of the palate. The tannins are structured 
and well polished and able to provide length and 
more time in bottle. Enjoy best from 2028–2033. 
Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $170 

94 Brandlin 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

94 Chappellet 2018 Hideway Mountain Estates 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full 

review see page 7. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $140 

94 Ridge 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Intense aromas 

of blackberry and cassis meet with smoked meats, 
strong oak and light herbs on the toasty, layered 
nose of this bottling, which includes 21% Merlot and 
1% Petit Verdot. Chipped wood flavors decorate the 
dark-fruit and roasted herb core of the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

94 Sky and Vine 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Juicy and highly expressive 

in red fruit, this wine features tension and texture, 
with impressive length and immeasurable likability. 
Sophisticated, elegant and bright, it has a classic 
structure and shades of dried herb and cedar, built 
around a core of cassis. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $NA 

94 The Setting 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Alex-
ander Valley). This is a 100% varietal wine 

from several marquee sites, woven into a powerful 
yet lifted experience of freshness and pillowy tex-
ture. With underlying grip from structured tannins, 
it has an enduring earthiness and herbal quality, 
with red and black currant accenting a spicy core of 
clove and oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $85 

94 Theorize 2018 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Herbal, earthy and grippy, 

this is a structured red that is layered and focused, 
with a tension of acidity. Cedar, cassis and cur-
rant accent a core of powerful weight and toasted 

oak, with cellaring recommended. Enjoy best from 
2028–2033. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $125 

94 Volker Eisele Family Estate 2016  Alexander 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Chiles Valley). A 100% 

varietal wine from the producer’s organically 
farmed estate, this red offers dense notes of dark 
chocolate and blackberry cobbler, the texture laced 
in earth, stone and crushed rock. Cedar and dried 
herb components contrast the inherent richness 
and complexity, with lovely accents of baking spice 
and oak on the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

93 B Cellars 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (St. 
 Helena). Sweet on the nose, this wine is 

expansive, supple and lengthy, with rich, rounded 
edges of blackberry and plum. Rocky elements of 
graphite balance the fruit and provide a savory con-
trast and texture. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $125 

93 B Cellars 2018 Ehrlich Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). Supple blue fruit and 

nuanced oak highlight this profoundly full-bodied, 
concentrated wine—a backbone of tannin providing 
grip and enduring power. Iron, tobacco and cocoa 
powder ride along the lengthy, powerful finish. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $130 

93 Blue Rock 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). This wine offers undeni-

able power and also value, with substantial struc-
ture, polished and powdery tannins and lasting 
elegance. Blueberry, blackberry and black cherry 
reside within a context of integrated oak, baking 
spice and vanilla, dense through a powerful finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $49 

93 Brandlin 2016 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mount Veeder). With 76% Cabernet Sau-

vignon leading the way, this wine includes 12% 
Malbec, 7% Cabernet Franc and 5% Petit Ver-
dot. Herbal, with a supple midpalate of cassis and 
 cherry, it offers specks of sage, crushed rock and 
firm, well-integrated tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Duckhorn 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther-
ford). With a seasoning of herbes de 

Provence, this wine moves on to cedar and pencil 
shaving, with dusty tannin supporting the weighty 
concentration and bulk of the wine. Rich layers of 
cassis and dark cherry provide a succulence and 
complement to the broodier notions of tobacco and 
turned earth. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

93 Duckhorn 2018 Monitor Ledge Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Napa Valley). Full of red fruit, cit-

rus and tangy acidity, this wine is also full-bodied 
and concentrated, with a softness to the tannin. Its 
balance is welcome and helps to shape the palate, 

finding a refined elegance amidst undeniable power. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

93 Hill Family Estate 2018 Double Barrel Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). This wine 

is seamless in red currant and cassis—bright lights 
that balance out its inherent grip and earthiness. 
Hearty and fully ripe and robust on the palate, it 
finds a way to tame its power as it opens, with inte-
grated oak and tannin that add spice and structure. 
Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $165 

93 Odonata 2016 Douglass Crest Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Santa Cruz Mountains). Dark and 

expressive aromas of black plum, Earl Grey tea, vio-
let and dark roses make for a very intense nose on 
this bottling. Edgy tannins provide a firm structure 
to the sip, upholding dark-fruit, pipe-tobacco and 
cedar flavors, with an acidity that persists through 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $65 

93 Theorize 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Grippy in youthful tannin, this wine 

offers strong forest and underbrush notes, as well 
as a tease of char, game and deli meat. Crushed rock 
and chalk make for a dusty texture that holds firm 
on the palate, offering both power and grace. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $80 

92 Black Stallion 2018 Limited Release Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

92 Dusty Nabor 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
( Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara). A cohesive 

array of black cherry, anise seed and dried herbs 
make for a pleasant nose on this bottling. There’s 
a lightly bitter kick to the sip, cutting across the 
black-cherry and brown-sugar flavors, finishing on 
a graham cracker and pie-crust toastiness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

92 Hill Family Estate 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Dark elements of cedar and 

sage are joined by herbes de Provence and pencil in 
this elusive, brooding red. With prominent grip and 
body weight, it opens slowly in the glass, bringing 
in the tannin and oak with increasing ease. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $52 

92 Ladera 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Val-
ley). An estate wine blended with 3% Petit 

Verdot, the grapes were grown on Howell Mountain 
and Calistoga. Thick, reductive and chalky, it shows 
a generous concentration of black fruit, luscious 
texture and baking spice on the oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $75 

92 Nella Terra 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Liver-
more Valley). This extraordinarily concen-

trated wine shows an extremely deep color, massive 
but fine-grained tannins and potent blueberry and 
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dark-chocolate flavors. It’s a mouthcoating, almost 
thick, wine that’s well worth indulging in. —J.G. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $45 

92 Somerston 2016 Block LX Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Given two years in 80% 

new French oak, this high-elevation block-designate 
wine is thick and concentrated, with strong flavors 
of mocha, sage and woody oak. Powerfully built, it is 
100% varietal and intensely brooding in black and 
red berry, with pillowy tannin. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $175 

92 Volker Eisele Family Estate 2016  Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 14. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

91 Adelaida 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Adelaida 
District). Savory aromas of charred meat 

mesh into currants and purple flowers on the nose 
of this bottling. Smoothed out tannins greet the pal-
ate, where roasted espresso beans, green herbs and 
a rich blackberry core expand lushly. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

91 Duckhorn 2017 Three Palms Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). With beautifully inviting 

aromatics, this bold red includes 18% Merlot from 
the famous site. Evoking aromas and flavors of black-
berry patch, dark cherry and dark-chocolate mocha, 
it is leathery and earthy, with a concentrated, full-
body style. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $100 

91 Medlock Ames 2018 Bell Mountain Estate 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). Suc-

culent red fruit highlights a strong foundation of 
tannin and integrated oak in this polished wine, 
which is full bodied and effusive in style. Cassis, 
currant and earthy cedar and sage provide contrast 
and complexity. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $NA 

91 Medlock Ames 2018 Kate’s and B’s Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). Blended with 

Malbec and Merlot, this soft, supple and well-
integrated wine is thick in red and blue fruit, with 
grippy underlying tannin. The power is understated 
and ultimately refined, with balanced acidity and 
earthiness providing a sense of balance and grace. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $100 

91 Royal Prince 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This wine is a steal: well made and 

value-minded, with bright, soft and supple layers of 
well-integrated tannin and oak. Mocha, dark-cherry 
and cassis flavors ride along a texture of plush tan-
nin and lengthy earthiness. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $45 

91 The Farm Winery 2017 LPF Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Adelaida District). Light oak-smoke 

aromas waft around the grilled plum and vanilla 
aspects on the nose of this bottling, which included 
3% Petit Verdot. The mesquite-like smoke of the pal-

ate is prominent as well, giving savory depth to the 
strawberry, candied cherry and toasted herb flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $70 

91 Tooth & Nail 2019 Squad Series Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). For full review see page 

17. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $20 

90 Acumen 2016 Peak Cabernet Sauvignon 
( Atlas Peak). This is estate-grown and 

blended with small amounts of Merlot, Cabernet 
Franc, Malbec and Petit Verdot. Juicy, with sup-
ple, integrated tannin, it shows a richness of dark 
fruit and savory earthiness, the oak melded within. 
While concentrated it is also in balance. —V.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $115 

90 Foley Johnson 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Rutherford). For full review see page 

19.
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

90 Gallo Signature Series 2017 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). For full review see page 

19. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

90 Husch 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Mendo-
cino). There’s no nonsense about this deep, 

black-fruit driven and full-bodied wine. Firm tan-
nins wrap the generous black-cherry and star anise 
flavors rather tightly, indicating that more age should 
mellow and improve it. Best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

90 J. Lohr 2017 Carol’s Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (St. Helena). For full review see page 

19. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $60 

90 Medlock Ames 2018 Fifty Tons Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). An entirely 

varietal red, this opens in oak, char and wild game, 
as the feral elements are contrasted by blue fruit. 
Earthy and savory in style, it is also supple and 
lengthy in sinewy leather. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $90 

90 Rodney Strong 2016 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Sonoma County). For full review 

see page 20.
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

90 Sequoia Grove 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). Reductive, this wine opens in 

soy, tobacco and cedar. With a grippy backbone of 
tannin, it offers dense, rounded layers of black fruit 
that complement the earthiness. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $50 

90 Sequoia Grove 2017 Winemaker Series Caber-
net Sauvignon (Rutherford). Blended with 

13% Merlot and 11% Cabernet Franc, this wine is 
brawny in oak and cedar, with savory accents of 

clove and tobacco. Powerfully built, with concentra-
tion and structure, it finishes with grip. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $85 

90 The Big Red Monster NV Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). This widely available bot-

tling, which includes small amounts of Petite Sirah 
and Petit Verdot, is sure to please anyone seeking 
a powerful red wine. Clean lines of black currant, 
crushed slate, light cocoa, char and oregano hit the 
nose, while the palate amplifies that herbal edge, 
with rich milk-chocolate and black-fruit flavors. A 
solid grip adds to the complexity. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $19 

90 Tower 15 2018 Star Lane Vineyard  Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Happy Canyon of Santa 

 Barbara). Dark cocoa and elegant wood spice frame 
the smashed and grilled black-plum aromas on the 
nose of this bottling. Cedar flavors envelop the sip, 
where rounded berry and light herb flavors also arise. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $90 

90 Tribute 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). For full review see page 20. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $17 

89 Donati Family Vineyard 2018 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). Dried cherry, leather, 

crushed rocks, cocoa and slightly bitter cinchona 
aromas grace the nose on this bottling. Upright tan-
nins frame the sip, where dark roasted fruits and 
dried herbs meet with a light licorice spice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $20 

89 Dusty Nabor 2019 NSO Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Paso Robles). Candied cherry and currant 

aromas are simple yet fresh and fun on the nose of 
this bottling, which is also dusted in light herbs. 
There’s a poppy kick of cherry to the sip, where anise 
seed provides some depth. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Edna Valley Vineyard 2019 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Central Coast). For full review see 

page 21. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $18 

89 Heibel Ranch 2016 GBH Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). With 10% Cabernet Franc, 

this bold wine is thick and brushy, with sizable 
tannin weight. Herbal, it is a three-barrel selection 
consisting of substantial power, red fruit and oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $100 

89 Samuel Lindsay 2019 The Gandy Dancer Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Lodi). Aromas and flavors 

of menthol, cedar and sawn oak are tightly squeezed 
by firm tannins in this full-bodied, concentrated 
and lavishly oaked wine. Best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

88 Beringer 2019 Bourbon Barrel Aged Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California). Fans of red blends 
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will like this ripe, jammy-tasting wine for its gen-
erous blackberry fruit and tasty vanilla and milk-
chocolate accents. Full bodied, it has light tannins 
for a mouthfilling texture. It is one of the best of the 
Bourbon-barrel crew. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Butternut 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). Good fruit concentration and a sturdy, 

full-bodied structure will make this wine a good 
pairing with all sorts of rich meats and other pro-
teins. More serious than the label implies, it is mod-
erately tannic and nicely packed with blackberries 
and blueberries. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Concrete 2017 Tank No 209 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Lodi). Fragrant, savory aromatics 

like tobacco, cedar, wood char and black pepper lead 
to dark, rich berry and cooked cherry flavors and 
more of those spicy, woody notes. Moderate tannins 
give this oaky and attention-getting wine a velvety 
 texture. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

88 Fortino 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Santa 
Clara Valley). Baked prune and fig aromas 

meet with coffee-syrup elements on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate is thick and rich with maple-
sugar, melted caramel and strong oak flavors, remi-
niscent of Port. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

88 Grape Creek Vineyards 2017 Liberation Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Paso Robles Willow Creek 

District). Strawberry and baked cherry aromas are 
doused in clove, tree bark and raisin-like sauce on the 
nose of this bottling. It’s thick on the palate, where 
ripe, extracted berry flavors are spiced by  licorice 
and cocoa, with a lingering mint finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $94 

88 Jax 2018 Y3 Cabernet Sauvignon (North 
Coast). This bold and full-bodied wine 

is packed with good blackberry and black-cherry 
 flavors and accented with light smoke, vanilla and 
cedar notes. Moderate tannins back up the fruit 
concentration for good balance. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $20 

88 Lasorda Family Wines 2017 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Paso Robles). Aromas of light cherry 

juice, earthy herbs, cocoa flakes and smoke show 
on the nose of this bottling by the family of the 
recently deceased baseball manager Tommy Las-
orda.  Medium-weight tannins frame dark-cherry 
and charred meat flavors on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

88 McPrice Myers 2019 Bull by the Horns Caber-
net Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Baked cherry 

aromas are doused in sandalwood and oak on the 
nose of this bottling. It comes across as straight-
forward on the palate, with dark fruit, woody spice 
and a touch of herbs. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $20 

88 Napa Vista 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). This hearty wine is thick and richly 

layered in oak, spice and earth, with rounded tannin 
and a sweetness of vanilla that persists on the pal-
ate. Enjoyable in its youth, it offers approachability 
and affordability. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $29 

88 Pine Ridge 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). Earthy and sinewy with a rich, ripe 

core of black fruit, this wine offers substantial tannin 
and oak, with hints of cedar and dried herb. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $65 

88 Rutherford Ranch 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Adding small amounts of 

Merlot and Petite Sirah, this red is juicy, approach-
able and thick in dark-black fruit, firm tannin and 
toasted oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

88 Stave & Steel 2018 Bourbon Barrel Aged Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (California). This hearty, 

bold wine starts with meaty aromas of woodsmoke 
and black pepper, pours ripe blackberries and dark 
chocolate on the palate and coats them with moder-
ate, fine-grained tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Buena Vista 2018 The Count’s Selection Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Moon Mountain District 

Sonoma County). Tasting of blackberry cobbler, 
this wine has a high degree of ripeness, showing a 
dense, syrupy intensity. Tannin and oak figure in 
prominently. —V.B. 
abv: 16% Price: $60 

87 Carnivor 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). A dark, inky color and equally dra-

matic and deep flavors of dark chocolate and black 
cherries give this full-bodied, almost-sweet wine a 
surreal sense of concentration. Rich layers of soft 
tannins and soft acidity keep it easy on the palate. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Côtes de Femme 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Alexander Valley). Juicy, bright and layered 

in balanced richness, this wine offers a moderate 
structure and complexity on the palate, with high-
lights of blackberry, cherry and oak. The finish is 
brief and to the point. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

87 Imagery 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia). This appealing and fruity wine offers 

plenty of tasty black-cherry and blackberry notes in 
the aroma and the flavors, coating them in a rather 
rich and only slightly tannic texture. It is easy to sip 
and enjoy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

87 Made by James 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(San Lucas). Roasted meat, elderberry 

and tar aromas show on the nose of this bottling. 

Dark-fruit flavors kick off the sip before more bit-
ter  elements come forth, including cedar oil. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Save Me San Francisco 2018 Limited Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon (San Lucas). Aromas of 

graphite, mahogany, crumpled herb and dark cherry 
show on the nose of this bottling. A flash of acid 
cuts into flavors of black fruit and dark wood on the 
palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

87 Verraco Ridge 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Monterey County). Dark and dried cherry 

aromas meet with leather, mahogany and a mescal-
like smoke on the nose of this bottling. Tart berry and 
plum show on the sip, where the smoke is subdued 
at first and then starts to show a peaty edge. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 William Harrison 2017 Reserve Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Rutherford). Sinewy layers of grippy 

tannin and thick fruit mark this wine, substantial 
in oak as well. Clove, dark cherry and baking spice 
accent a full-bodied core of ripeness and intensity. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

86 Buena Vista 2018 Chateau Buena Vista 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Earthy, 

herbal and somewhat closed, this red is intensely 
ripe, oak driven and possessed of substantial tannin. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

86 Insomnia 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon (Cali-
fornia). This herb-scented and chocolate-

cherry flavored wine is full bodied, medium in con-
centration and gives a sweet sensation due to the 
chocolate and cherry combo. —J.G. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $13 

86 Oak Ridge 2019 Estate Grown Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Lodi). This is a good-quality wine 

that’s full-bodied, slightly tannic and offers good, 
fresh blackberry flavors. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

85 Seven Deadly Zins 2019 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Lodi). Very ripe black-cherry flavors 

are heavily accented with cedar, sawdust and clove 
notes. A firm, tannic texture gives this full-bodied 
wine plenty of grip. —J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

84 101 North NV Cabernet Sauvignon (Lodi). For 
full review see page 24. Best Buy. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $6 

83 Rutherford Road 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). This wine is quite green and 

hugely tannic, with a wood-chip flavor to the oak. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $39 
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CABERNET FRANC

96 L’Autre Cote 2017 Sachau Vineyard Cabernet 
Franc (Livermore Valley). This debut wine 

from Steven Kent Mirassou creates a beautiful con-
trast between light strawberry and raspberry aro-
mas and deep flavors of black cherry and chocolate 
all wrapped in an amazingly velvety texture of fine-
grained tannins. Subtle shadings of cinnamon, cap-
puccino and mint dance through the concentrated 
palate and lingering finish. Best through 2030. 
 Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $98 

94 L’Autre Cote 2017 Ghielmetti Vineyard Cab-
ernet Franc (Livermore Valley). Gorgeous, 

expressive black-fruit and subtle spice aromas are 
just the beginning of the fun in this full-bodied but 
creamy-smooth wine from a new Cabernet Franc-
specific brand. Black cherries, blueberries and café 
au lait animate the palate while velvety tannins and 
hints of cinnamon and mint round out the picture. 
Best from 2024. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $98 

92 Dracaena 2018 Plummer Vineyard Reserve 
Cabernet Franc (Paso Robles). Creamy aro-

mas of ripe, dark and baked cherries make for an 
inviting entry to the nose of this reserve bottling. 
The palate is much tighter in structure, and the 
dark-red fruit shows more freshness, enhanced by 
black-peppercorn and oak flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

92 L’Autre Cote 2018 Cabernet Franc (Livermore 
Valley). Complex and savory in flavor, this 

bold but polished wine offers aromas of tobacco, 
cedar and mint followed by black-cherry and dark-
chocolate flavors and more wonderful mint. It’s 
moderately tannic and very well balanced. Best 
from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

92 Malibu Rocky Oaks 2017 Cabernet Franc (Cali-
fornia). This powerful and well- balanced 

wine shows great fruit concentration, yummy oak 
shadings of cinnamon, vanilla and nutmeg, and a 
rich structure of full body and moderate tannins. 
Best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $20 

91 Lexington 2017 Gist Ranch Estate Cabernet 
Franc (Santa Cruz Mountains). Light brushes 

of black pepper and tar enhance the dark-cranberry 
aromas on the nose of this bottling. Dry lines of berry, 
peppercorn and wood spice coalesce on the palate, 
which is hinged to just enough tannic grip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Absolution 2018 Martian Ranch Cabernet 
Franc (Central Coast). Dried cherry, mahog-

any and cigar-lounge aromas show on the nose of 
this bottling from a biodynamic vineyard. Pencil-lead 
minerality leads the palate, where dried cherry and 
wood-spice flavors make for a very dry sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $50 

88 San Rucci 2019 Cabernet Franc (San Diego 
County). Smoky campfire aromas consume 

the cranberry and roasted raspberry elements on 
the nose of this bottling. Hickory- and mesquite-
smoke flavors weave through the rounded red- 
cherry and herb tones of the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $36 

87 Kautz & Kramer 2019 Sheldon Ranch Block 
72 Cabernet Franc (Lodi). This hearty, full-

bodied wine has an herbal, meaty edge as it wraps 
black-plum and tomato flavors in a smooth texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

MALBEC

93 Daou 2018 Malbec (Adelaida District).  Nearly 
opaque in the glass, this bottling begins with 

intensely tarry aromas of espresso, cracked asphalt, 
charred meat and blistered black fruits. The palate 
shows more of the same, from coffee and  cocoa to 
charred meats and berries, making for a very savory 
expression. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $100 

91 Baldassari 2018 Asti Ranch Malbec (Alexander 
Valley). This is a 100% native yeast, whole-

cluster wine, aged 18 months in all-neutral oak. 
Bright shocks of blueberry, vanilla and plum accent 
a core of supple tannin and plush texture. —V.B. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $50 

90 Chateau St. Jean 2016 Reserve Malbec 
( Sonoma County). With a woody opening, 

this rich, rounded wine is also plush in style, with 
a sizable grip of tannin. Blended with 11% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, it tastes of blackberry, blueberry and 
black licorice, dense and chewy through an  extended 
finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $90 

90 Fortino 2016 Malbec (Santa Clara Valley). 
This is a fine example of the potential for 

Santa Clara Valley vineyards. Aromas of charred 
meat, roasted red fruit and pepper lead into a  savory, 
medium-bodied palate of more pepper, dried herbs 
and baked fruit. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 12% Price: $28 

90 Mountain Terraces 2016 Malbec (Moon 
Mountain District Sonoma County). Viscous 

on the palate, this mountain-bred wine is 100% 
 varietal and aromatic in lavender and licorice. 
Smooth and supple on the palate, the tannins are 
plush and lush, with elements of crushed rock and 
tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $100 

87 Topa Mountain Winery 2016 Falcon Ranch 
Malbec (Ventura County). Tangy blackberry 

aromas are warmed by hints of toasty oak on the 
nose of this bottling. It’s very tart on the palate, 
with light herbs adding nuance to the firm texture. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

86 Le Vigne 2018 Di Domenico Malbec (Paso 
Robles). Candied violet and rose aromas 

meet with tobacco and strawberry on the nose of 
this bottling. Berry-bubblegum flavors show on the 
somewhat floral palate. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $41 

85 The Messenger 2018 36 Malbec (Sonoma 
Mountain). Baked plum, tobacco and grippy 

tannin accent a simple, rounded expression of the 
grape in this approachable wine. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

84 Jigar 2018 Malbec (Sonoma Valley). Earthy, 
soft and simple, the fruit profile of this wine 

is a mix of plum and blueberry. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $34 

MERLOT

91 San Simeon 2018 Estate Reserve Merlot 
(Paso Robles).  For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

91 Scheid 2018 Estate Grown Merlot (Monterey). 
For full review see page 16. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

89 Hungry Hawk 2018 Estate Merlot (San Diego 
County). Strong cedar and oak spices over-

take the fresh red-strawberry and wet gravel aro-
mas on the nose of this bottling. The palate is dry 
and clean, offering toasted wood and peppery spice 
 flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $48 

89 Le Vigne 2018 Di Acquarello Merlot (Paso 
Robles). Carnation and more red-flower 

aromas meet with cinnamon, red currant and cran-
berry on the nose of this bottling. Tart red-fruit and 
red-flower flavors ride on the leaner palate, whose 
sharper edges are rounded out by a vanilla finish. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $30 

89 Lexington 2017 Gist Ranch Estate Merlot 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). Dark plummy aro-

mas are enhanced by purple flowers on the slightly 
tangy nose of this bottling. It’s wild on the palate, 
jumping from blackberry and black-currant flavors 
to peppery spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

89 Sculpterra 2017 Estate Merlot (Paso  Robles). 
Hearty aromas of herb and licorice meet with 

ripe cranberry and cherry on the nose of this bot-
tling. Woody flavors of cedar shavings and sagebrush 
elevate the red-currant core of the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

88 Bianchi 2018 Merlot (Paso Robles). Incense-
oil and wood-shaving aromas meet with 

blackberry juice on the nose of this bottling. The 
mouthfeel is lighter weight, which allows the woody 
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flavors of incense and cedar to overcome the deli-
cate, rustic red-fruit core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Falkner 2019 Merlot (Temecula Valley). 
Sandalwood, incense and cherry aromas 

converge for a subtle nose on this bottling. It’s 
structurally tense on the palate, where dried berry 
and purple-flower flavors integrate well. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $40 

88 Le Vigne 2018 Merlot (Paso Robles). Bold 
red plums, vanilla candy, peppery herbs and 

oaky strawberries show on the nose of his bottling. 
It’s lightly bodied on the palate, which offers anise 
and oregano flavors on tip of cranberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

88 Muirwood 2019 Merlot (Arroyo Seco). Dark 
cherry and cedar aromas make for a familiar 

start to this bottling. Hearty dark fruits show on the 
palate as well, with splash of wood oil and a fairly 
fierce acidity. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

GRENACHE

95 Tower 15 2018 Denner Vineyard Grenache 
(Paso Robles). For full review see page 6. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $90 

94 La Barge 2018 Grenache (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Boysenberry, elderberry, dried purple flow-

ers and dark, peppery spices show on the nose of 
this very cool-climate expression of Grenache. The 
palate’s structure is very firm, framing violet, wild 
mint, loamy earth and elderberry flavors, which 
should last a long time. Drink 2022–2033. Cellar 
Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

94 Whitcraft 2019 Stolpman Vineyard Grenache 
(Ballard Canyon). Fresh on the nose with 

rose petals, strawberries, sumac and red flowers, 
this zesty style of Grenache is a perfect fit for warm 
days, and can handle a slight chill. The palate zips 
with almost effervescent acidity, sailing across the 
palate with tightly wound flavors of red currant and 
hibiscus. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 13.22% Price: $45 

93 Folded Hills 2018 Grant Grenache (Santa 
Ynez Valley). For full review see page 10. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $41 

93 Fulldraw 2018 Hard Point Grenache (Paso 
Robles). Fresh boysenberry aromas are 

cut by peppery spices, roasted coffee and lavender 
on the dynamic nose of this bottling. The palate 
begins softly with a wide array of floral flavors, from 
 wisteria to elderflower, and then settles into fine-
grained tannins toward the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $85 

93 Lumen 2019 Portico Hills Vineyard Grenache 
(Santa Barbara County). This is a fresh and 

fantastically aromatic Grenache by the legendary 
Lane Tanner, starting with aromas of hibiscus, rasp-
berry sorbet, Earl Grey tea and light herbs. The pal-
ate reflects those same delicious notes, adding cin-
namon and sumac spice to the heady mix.  Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

93 Samsara 2018 Colson Canyon Vineyard 
 Grenache (Santa Barbara County). Quite 

light in the glass, this bottling is redolent with cin-
namon stick as well as pomegranate and raspberry 
on the node. It’s light and airy on the palate, with 
strawberry, rooibos tea and white-pepper spice, 
proving refreshing and tense. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $52 

92 Epiphany 2018 Rodney’s Vineyard Grenache 
(Santa Barbara County). Elegant layers of 

crumpled red flowers, incense, raspberry and a light 
hint of dried meat show on the nose of this bottling. 
Iodine and sanguine elements rise on the palate, 
where smashed berries, plums, star anise and mace 
converge into a satisfying sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $32 

92 McPrice Myers 2018 Sel de la Terre Grenache 
(Paso Robles). Deep and potent aromas of 

boysenberry, purple flowers, light pepper and warm 
baking spices entice on the nose of this bottling. Soft 
tannins are voluptuous on the palate, with just a 
touch of tension, carrying dark fruit, chai and mocha 
flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $50 

91 Beckmen 2019 Estate Grenache (Los Olivos 
District). From vines that are more than 20 

years old, this estate bottling begins with lavish 
tones of baked strawberry, rose hips and hibiscus 
tea on the rich nose. The hefty palate is loaded with 
red-currant jam and pomegranate-syrup flavors, cut 
by a orange-rind tension. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $56 

91 Pulchella 2018 Witness Grenache (Paso 
 Robles). Cherry-cordial, light oak and spice-

rack aromas show on the nose of this bottling, 
which is a blend of three vineyards. Solid acidity 
is displayed on the palate, where the red fruits are 
enhanced by star anise and crème brûlée flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $45 

91 Saxon Brown 2017 El Diablo Grenache (Russian 
River Valley). Bright and effusive aromatics 

waft from the glass into a core of tangy s trawberry 
and raspberry in this vineyard-designate, a site 
well-known for Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. With 
a lift of acidity, it has crisp undertones beneath the 
inherent power and jammy richness that balances. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $45 

90 MCV 2019 Grenache (Paso Robles). This is a 
big style of Grenache, starting with rounded 

aromas of oaky pastry, lush strawberry cordial and 
inviting caramel. The palate is plush, with baked 
cherry-pie, vanilla and cardamom-spice flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 16.1% Price: $48 

90 Refugio Ranch 2018 Grenache (Santa Ynez 
Valley). Smoked cherry, clove spice and a 

rusty minerality show on the nose of this lush bot-
tling. It’s a hearty mouthful of Grenache flavors 
on the sip, from ripe cherry to peppery spices and 
roasted meats. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

90 Robert Hall 2019 Cavern Select Grenache 
(Paso Robles). Rich and dark aromas of 

cherry, root beer, cola and candied plum show on 
the nose of this lavish style of Grenache, which also 
includes 10% Carignan. It’s thick and heavy on the 
sip, where dark fruits are doused in star anise and 
vanilla, with just enough tannic tension to keep it 
together. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

89 Absolution 2019 Colburn Vineyard Grenache 
(Adelaida District). Very light in the glass, 

this wine begins with aromas of ripe red plums and 
hibiscus on the rustic nose. There’s a decent tension 
on the palate, where muddled strawberry and red-
plum flavors are lifted by herbs and baking spices. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $41 

89 Lumen 2017 Martian Ranch Vineyard 
 Grenache (Santa Barbara County). Very 

light in the glass, this bottling hits the nose with 
pomegranate, rose-petal, tree-bark, sumac and 
rust aromas. The palate is earthy and mellow with 
 cherry, pomegranate and light sage flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $48 

88 Summerland 2017 Grenache (Central Coast). 
Tons of baking spices and red cherries show 

on the nose of this bottling. The palate is loaded 
with vanilla-laced-cake and cherry-stacked-cookie 
flavors, with a light bite of acidity and structure. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $45 

88 Walson Holland 2018 Slide Hill Vineyard 
Grenache (Edna Valley). This is a powerful 

Grenache, starting with extracted aromas of cassis, 
fig and smoky prune on the nose. It tightens up on 
the sip to deliver that rich, caramelized black-fruit 
flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $80 

85 Amista 2019 Morningsong Vineyards 
 Grenache (Dry Creek Valley). Light in tex-

ture, this wine opens with a hit of caramel nougat 
followed by a richness of wild strawberry and pro-
nounced oak. Thick and ripe, it finishes soft in baking 
spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

85 Fortino 2018 Grenache (Santa Clara  Valley). 
Prune, raisin and fruitcake aromas are very 
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thick and ripe on the nose of this bottling. Similar 
flavors show on the sip along with clove and  nutmeg. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $27 

SYRAH

97 McPrice Myers 2018 Larner Syrah (Ballard 
Canyon). There’s a certain magic that hap-

pens when Paso Robles winemakers indulge in 
 Santa Barbara County fruit. This bottling begins 
with intensely focused aromas of black-currant 
jam, licorice, peppercorn and tree bark. Wrapped 
in chalky tannins, the palate weaves through flavors 
of cocoa nib, coffee bean, cracked pepper, charred 
 allium and mushrooms doused in XO sauce. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

96 DuMOL 2019 Wild Mountainside Syrah (Rus-
sian River Valley). Lusciously textured, this 

beautiful wine is brimming in layers of blueberry, 
lavender and stone. With fresh acidity throughout, 
it offers sumptuous body weight and a length of 
baking spice and peppery spice that meets a tease of 
black olive, finishing in well-integrated oak. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

96 McPrice Myers 2018 Shadow Canyon Syrah 
(York Mountain). There’s a great gathering 

of aromas on the nose of this nearly opaque bottling, 
from savory roasted meats to light violet to ripe red 
and blue fruits. The palate booms with charred boy-
senberry, charcoal, elderflower and tobacco flavors, 
wrapped in an unrelenting structure that should 
last perhaps longer than the fruit itself. Drink 
2022–3032. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $60 

95 Adelaida 2018 Anna’s Estate Vineyard Syrah 
(Adelaida District). Roasted red-fruit, dark-

red-flower, peppery spice and cocoa-nib aromas 
show on the nose of this bottling. There is a great grip 
to the sip, where milk-chocolate and cappuccino fla-
vors integrate into the boysenberry-paste core. Drink 
now through 2038. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $45 

95 Alta Colina 2018 Old 900 Syrah (Adelaida 
District). Dark and intense aromas of smoked 

meat and unctuous berries show on the nose of this 
bottling, that includes 2% each of Grenache and 
Viognier. There is a very firm grip to the sip, where 
dark berry and plum are wrapped in savory smoke. 
The structure should last for a long time. Drink now 
through 2035. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

95 Ex Post Facto 2019 Syrah (Santa Barbara 
County). For full review see page 5. 

abv: 15% Price: $35 

95 Holus Bolus 2019 Franc De Pied Syrah (Sta. 
Rita Hills). Extremely peppery aromas open 

the doors for Kalamata olive, blistered plum, singed 
lavender and chipped asphalt on the engaging nose 
of this bottling. Seared lamb, bay leaf and rose-

mary flavors arise on the sip, where green olive and 
cracked pepper battle for attention. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

95 Optik 2019 Block No. 11D1 Bien Nacido 
Vineyard Syrah (Santa Maria Valley). For full 

review see page 5. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.7% Price: $45 

95 Ridge 2016 Lytton Estate Syrah (Dry Creek 
Valley). Powerful flavors and an effortless 

sense of balance and ease make this concentrated, 
organically grown wine easy to love. Intense 
blackberry and violet notes are accented by hints 
of woodsmoke and black pepper while firm but 
 polished tannins add great grip. Best from 2027. 
Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $48 

94 Dehlinger 2018 Goldridge Syrah (Russian 
River Valley). A varietal wine named for 

the soils in which the grapes are grown, this hearty, 
dense red is edgy in forest notes, garrigue and herb. 
Supple tannins and integrated oak bookend the wel-
comed blueberry and black-cherry fruit, the texture 
softly layered through a finish of white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

94 Epiphany 2018 Bien Nacido Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Maria Valley). Savory aromas of 

bay leaf, rosemary and seared lamb flesh meet with 
asphalt and elderberry on the nose of this bottling. 
Classic flavors of smoked meat, rosemary and olive 
are layered atop a core of dark berries on the palate. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

94 Epiphany 2018 Hampton Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). For full review see 

page 7. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

94 Holus Bolus 2019 Presqu’ile Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Maria Valley). An amazing array of 

cool-climate aromas explode out of the glass on 
this bottling, including rosemary, bay leaf, sansho 
pepper, green olive and Kalamata olive. Those olive 
tones streak through the palate as well, where more 
bay leaf and juniper flavors meet with a slightly 
kelpy touch as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

94 Jeff Cohn 2018 Silver Eagle Vineyard Syrah 
(Russian River Valley). Pungent tones of 

earth and meat are met by stone and iron in this 
grippy, textured and intensely built wine. Grapes 
were 60% whole-cluster fermented and the wine 
aged in 40% new French oak for 18 months, allow-
ing time for integration and peppery spice to build. 
—V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $90 

94 Samsara 2018 Zotovich Vineyards Syrah 
(Sta. Rita Hills). Intense aromas of rose-

mary, dark clove, dried ginger, pine oil and incense 
make for a very heady cool-climate expression on 
the nose of this bottling. It’s bright and herby on 

the palate, where tea-leaf and Sichuan peppercorn 
flavors buzz through elderberry fruit. —M.K. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $52 

93 Acri Wine Comapny 2019 Syrah (San Diego 
County). For full review see page 9. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

93 Bolt To Wines 2018 Syrah (Ballard Canyon). 
Lovely layers of baked berries, caramelized 

vanilla, light pepper and earthy cherry pits make for 
an inviting nose on this bottling. There’s a chalky 
texture to the sip, and also a penetrating acidity, 
with layered pepper, lavender and blackberry fla-
vors. It’s just starting to show itself, so drink now 
through 2033. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 Dante Robere 2018 Estate Reserve Syrah 
(Livermore Valley). Sumptuous and well-

integrated oak spices give this wine an attractive 
aroma and first-flavor impression before wonder-
fully ripe and tasty blueberries and black cherries 
join in. Cedar, graphite, tobacco and cocoa crowd 
the aroma. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $39 

93 Dutton-Goldfield 2016 Cherry Ridge Vineyard 
Syrah (Russian River Valley). From a site 

on the western edges of the appellation, this wine 
spent 23 months in French oak, 40% of it new. 
Baked plum, raspberry and blueberry fruit match a 
core of gamy intensity and elements of iron, leather 
and violet, the texture layered and thick. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Epiphany 2018 Colson Canyon Vineyard 
 Syrah (Santa Barbara County). Crumpled 

purple flowers and white peppercorn decorate the 
acai and baked blue-fruit aromas of this bottling. 
Edgy tannins frame dark-fruit flavors that are spiced 
by pepper corn, bay leaf and pine oil on the palate. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

93 La Barge 2018 Syrah (Sta. Rita Hills). 
 Blistered plums and roasted berries meet 

with cracked black pepper, charred lamb and a hint 
of rosemary on the nose of this bottling. Violets and 
lavender flavors make a floral entry to the palate, 
where white-pepper spices up the black plum. This 
wine is still young, so drink with confidence now 
through 2038. Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $65 

93 McPrice Myers 2019 Right Hand Man Syrah 
(Central Coast). Always punching way above 

its price point, this Syrah is fresh and expressive on 
the nose with currant, blueberry and light carda-
mom. There’s an oaky and ripe black-cherry streak to 
the palate, and then more unique flavors of black and 
Kalamata olive, finished with comforting caramel. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 
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93 Tower 15 2018 Denner Vineyard Syrah (Paso 
Robles). Cohesive aromas of black fruit, vio-

let, anise and bay leaf make for a complex and fresh 
nose on this bottling. The cassis core of the sip is 
lifted by lavender, violet and white-pepper spice, 
making for a focused single-vineyard expression. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $90 

92 Bellante 2018 Shokrian Vineyard Syrah 
(Santa Barbara County). There’s an impres-

sive density of dark-fruit aromas in this bottling as 
well as smoke and iodine on the nose. It’s hearty on 
the palate, where roasted fruits are spiced by black 
pepper and more iodine, proving fulfilling as acid 
washes into the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

92 Dante Robere 2018 Estate Syrah (Livermore 
Valley). Assertive and attractive toast, 

 tobacco and graphite aromas lead to a richly tan-
nic palate packed with chocolate cherries, cedar and 
woodsmoke. This full-bodied wine sports ample oak 
notes of wood char, black pepper and grilled beef yet 
is equally filled with ripe fruits. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $39 

92 Dawn’s Dream 2019 Eliza Jane Syrah (Carmel 
Valley). Fresh raspberry aromas are cut by 

crushed peppercorns, iodine and rosemary on the 
nose of this bottling. It’s lively on the palate, with 
crisp berry, plum and white-pepper flavors. Bright 
and zesty acidity is the star of the show. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $58 

92 Dehlinger 2018 Altamont Syrah (Russian 
River Valley). Grippy and gritty, with a depth 

of purple fruit, this wine has a velvety midpalate 
that brings harmony and cohesion to its savory 
characteristics. Garrigue, dried herb, even a hint of 
lavender figure into the full-bodied, balanced mix, 
showcasing the soil type in which the grapes are 
grown. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

92 Jeff Cohn 2018 Buffalo Hill Rockpile Vineyard 
Syrah (Rockpile). This bold, brawny wine is 

30% whole-cluster fermented and aged in 100% 
new French oak for 18 months. Feral in turned 
earth, iron and game, it is intensely ripe, silky 
smooth on the palate and accented in lavender and 
graphite. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $150 

92 Jeff Cohn 2018 Haley Rockpile Vineyard 
Syrah (Rockpile). From the heights of the 

appellation, this wine is concentrated in game and 
iron intensity, with a muscular build of graphite, 
leather, rock and slate. Deep shocks of black and 
white pepper play along a thick palate of blackberry 
and dark plum, finishing in a hint of tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $90 

92 Jeff Cohn 2018 Zio Tony Syrah (Russian River 
Valley). Savory in black pepper, leather and 

grippy tannin, this wine is intensely powerful and 
ripe. Whole-cluster fermentation was used on 40% 

of the grapes and 40% new French oak encased the 
wine for 18 months. With a soft underbelly of silky 
texture, it rides along to the finish in brambly black-
berry jam. —V.B. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $90 

92 Leoness 2017 Alessandro Vineyard Syrah 
(Temecula Valley). For full review see page 

13. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

92 Optik 2019 Block No. 49A Bien Nacido 
Vineyard Syrah (Santa Maria Valley). 

Aromas of cassis, black-cherry pie, roasted fig and 
strawberry- reduction sauce are dusted in baking 
spice on the rich nose of this bottling. It’s lush and 
spicy on the palate, loaded with star anise, grilled 
berries,  roasted fig and cardamom-cream flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

92 Sierra Vista 2018 Mountain Ridge Syrah (El 
Dorado). Full of flavor but not overpowering 

in body, this well-balanced wine offers delicious, 
pure varietal flavors of black plums, violets and dark 
chocolate while silky tannins keep it relatively light 
in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $30 

91 Cattleya 2019 The Initiation Syrah (Santa  Lucia 
Highlands). Candied and dark-strawberry 

aromas meet with violet on the fresh while earthy 
nose of this bottling. Stewed strawberry and red-
currant flavors give a fruit-punch quality to the sip, 
where thyme and marjoram add nuance. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $70 

91 Samsara 2020 Carbonic Rancho Boa Vista 
Vineyard Syrah (Ballard Canyon). Fresh 

 aromas of blueberry sorbet and plucked violets are 
leveled by tobacco leaf, ash and rocks on the nose of 
this bottling. There’s a bubblegum tone to the sip, 
which is lively, lean and fun to drink. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

91 Stolpman 2020 Syrah So Hot Syrah ( Ballard 
Canyon). Fresh and snappy aromas of 

elder-berry are given an earthy kick from wet soil 
elements on the nose of this sulfur-free bottling. A 
firm tannic profile wraps around the palate, where 
elderberry and elderflower flavors coalesce. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

90 Folded Hills 2018 Stolpman Vineyard Syrah 
(Ballard Canyon). Quite a subtle expression 

of Syrah, this bottling begins with toasted wood, 
blistered red plum and light asphalt aromas on 
the nose. The palate is smooth in texture, offering 
dark, tart cranberries, orange-rind, light herbs and 
purple- flower flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $75 

90 Leoness 2017 Signature Selection Salut 
 Syrah (Temecula Valley). Tart berry, wild 

desert herbs, eucalyptus leaf and licorice spice show 
on the nose of this bottling. The palate integrates 
the bay leaf and herbs with the tart berry fruits, as 

well as hints of menthol and a lightly structured 
texture. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $95 

90 Pulchella 2018 Decorus Syrah (Templeton 
Gap District). Lavender, tart elderberry, 

plum, white-pepper and hickory-smoke aromas 
converge on the nose of this bottling, which is 
enhanced with 2% Viognier. Mesquite-smoked 
black-plum and juicy hamburger-fat flavors are a 
great pairing on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 16.2% Price: $50 

89 Grape Creek Vineyards 2017 Syrah (Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District). Roasted fig 

aromas are quite thick on the nose of this bottling, 
which is spiced up by shaved nutmeg. The baking 
spices of nutmeg, mace, cardamom and allspice 
are powerful on the nose, sprinkled atop flavors of 
 mulberry pie. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $94 

88 Occasio 2017 Ghielmetti Vineyard Syrah 
(Livermore Valley). A minty aroma and deli-

cious, tangy cherry and raspberry flavors detail this 
sleek Syrah. It’s lively, enjoyable and well balanced. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

PETITE SIRAH

94 Alta Colina 2018 Ann’s Block Petite Sirah 
(Adelaida District). Hearty aromas of cassis 

are layered with peppery spice and charred meats 
on the nose of this bottling. There’s a toasty qual-
ity to the cohesive sip, where fresh pepper and dark 
fruits make for a penetrating yet balanced single-
block expression. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $58 

93 Epiphany 2018 Rodney’s Vineyard Petite 
Sirah (Santa Barbara County). For full 

review see page 10. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $40 

91 Bianchi 2018 Petite Sirah (Paso Robles). 
Blackberry and purple-flower aromas prove 

quite dark and brooding on the nose of this bottling, 
with earthy and savory meat aromas also showing 
up. The palate combination of violet and dark meat 
works well, with ample tannic framing making for a 
serious sip. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $35 

91 MCV 2019 Petite Sirah (Paso Robles). Deep 
and darkly candied currant aromas meet with 

root beer and brown sugar on the nose of this bot-
tling. The palate is rich and unctuous while more 
complex, with fresh acidity and an intense tannic 
structure carving around the cola and cassis flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $36 

90 Galante 2018 Olive Hill Petite Sirah (Carmel 
Valley). Tarry aromas meet with white pep-

per and boysenberry paste on the nose of this bot-
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tling. Firm tannins frame the palate, where violet 
and lilac flavors meet with a hint of asphalt. The 
finish remains tense. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $55 

87 Locatelli 2019 Petite Sirah (Paso Robles). 
Baked boysenberry and tart red fruits meet 

with baking spice on the nose of this bottling. Wild-
berry and Concord grape flavors meet with light 
herbs on the tangy palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $35 

87 Robert Hall 2018 Cavern Select Petite Sirah 
(Paso Robles). Extracted aromas of prune, 

fig and raisin show strongly on the nose of this high-
octane bottling. Soft tannins frame the sip, where 
roasted strawberry and fig meet with a fruitcake 
flavor. —M.K. 
abv: 16.5% Price: $45 

SANGIOVESE

92 Stolpman 2018 Sangiovese (Ballard  Canyon). 
Dark-strawberry aromas are wrapped in light 

mesquite scents to present a simultaneously fresh 
and tense nose on this bottling. The palate is very 
taut and firm, with black- and red-plum, baking-
spice and woody flavors converging. It will open 
up further with time. Drink 2023–2038.  Cellar 
 Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Campovida 2019 Estate Sangiovese (Mendo-
cino). Appetizing, well balanced and well 

structured, this wine offers tasty, fresh raspberry 
and cranberry aromas, lively fruit flavors and mod-
erate tannins. Its good, grippy texture bodes well for 
pairing with meat, fowl and pasta dishes. —J.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $40 

88 Europa Village 2017 Vienza Reserve San-
giovese (Temecula Valley). Morello cherry, 

mahogany and amaro aromas show on the nose of 
this bottling. Strong hickory tones are evident on 
the sip, where extracted strawberry flavors are 
sprinkled with light pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

88 Odonata 2016 Brunello di Machado  Machado 
Creek Vineyard Sangiovese (Santa Clara 

 Valley). The 36 months in barrel imparted an 
immense amount of oak onto this bottling, whose 
aromas range from cigar box to dried berries on the 
nose. The palate is also woody, but full of cherry 
 flavors as well. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $65 

BARBERA

90 Graziano 2016 Enotria Barbera (Mendocino). 
This nicely concentrated and well-balanced 

wine emphasizes fresh raspberry and blackberry 
flavors on a snappy texture of moderate acidity and 

light tannins. It’s flavorful, full bodied and brings a 
good, grippy tang to the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Meikle 2017 Heritage Collection Estate 
Grown Barbera (Amador County). This mel-

low and rich wine was aged extra long (25 months) 
in new barrels. It shows a nicely aged aroma of 
 cedar, dill and tobacco followed by warm, ripe plum 
and blackberry flavors on a smooth texture of light 
tannins and mild acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $27 

86 Topa Mountain Winery 2017 Guerra Ranch 
Barbera (Ventura County). Extracted  aromas 

of cassis, dates and prune show on the nose of this 
bottling. It’s thick on the palate, overloaded with 
jammy, gooey dark fruits and tons of clove and 
 cinnamon-barrel spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

ZINFANDEL

94 Baca 2019 Double Dutch Dusi Vineyard 
 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). This is a  hedonistic, 

playful and yet deeply layered style of Zinfandel. 
Lighter in the glass, the bottling pops with aromas 
of strawberry glaze, light cinnamon, cherry compote 
and crème brûlée on the nose. It’s rich and generous 
on the palate, where light caramel flavors are drizzled 
across the lively red fruits. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

94 Jeff Cohn 2018 Rinaldi Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Fiddletown). This deep and full-bodied 

wine made from organic grapes embodies complex-
ity and nuance while also delivering mouthfilling 
ripe fruit flavors. Light woodsmoke, white-pepper 
and pine-forest aromas lead to rich blackberry, 
black-plum and cherry flavors that are lightly  dusted 
with cinnamon, vanilla and clove notes. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $55 

94 Kehret 2018 Zinfandel (Amador County). 
For full review see page 8. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.8% Price: $34 

94 Mauritson 2019 Grower’s Reserve Zinfandel 
(Dry Creek Valley). Unlike its estate-driven 

wines, this reserve is made from a trio of partner 
vineyards and includes 12% Petite Sirah—an hom-
age to the growers themselves. Dark and brooding in 
style, it shows thick concentration of black cherry 
and berry, with an herbal, earthy underbelly laced 
in black pepper, oak and baking spice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $NA 

94 Renwood 2019 Reserve Grandpere Estate 
Grown Zinfandel (Amador County). This 

classic-style Zin is complex, appetizing and well-
balanced, from its sage, raspberry and baked earth 
aromas to lightly tangy but ripe plum, dried cherry 
and black-pepper flavors. Moderate tannins and 
good acidity give it great freshness, inviting more 

and more sips. Best through 2028. Cellar Selection. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $48 

94 Rockpile Winery 2019 Jack’s Cabin Vineyard 
Zinfandel (Rockpile). For full review see 

page 8. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $49 

94 Rockpile Winery 2019 Matron Zinfandel 
(Rockpile). This first vintage of this wine, 

it is made to honor the pioneering women of the 
Mauritson family. The grapes were grown on the 
producer’s estate Rockpile Ridge Vineyard. Cherry, 
berry and sinewy leather accent a gracefully struc-
tured and perfumed varietal expression, with 6% 
Petite Sirah adding quiet power. —V.B. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $NA 

93 Jeff Cohn 2019 Orcio Rinaldi Vineyard 
 Zinfandel (Fiddletown). Ripe nearly to the 

point of raisining, this full-throttle and full-bodied 
wine coats the palate with gorgeous blackberry and 
boysenberry flavors. It’s on the high side in terms of 
alcohol, but still smooth and just moderately tan-
nic. Winemaker Jeff Cohn fermented the old-vine 
Zin grapes in a clay amphora using 20% whole 
clusters. —J.G. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $60 

93 Ridge 2019 East Bench Zinfandel (Dry Creek 
Valley). Amazingly deep and seductive fruit 

aromas like freshly crushed blackberries are followed 
by concentrated black fruits and moderate tannins in 
this bold and full-bodied wine. Its ripeness verges on 
sweetness and is delicious to savor. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

92 Baca 2019 I Spy Black Sears Vineyard 
 Zinfandel (Howell Mountain). With earthy 

components of barnyard, turned earth and for-
est, this mountain-grown wine from the famous 
site showcases power and intensity while remain-
ing structured and complex. Robust tannins wrap 
around a core of blackberry, plum and mocha, fin-
ishing in a touch of white pepper. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Rockpile Winery 2019 Pritchett Peaks Zinfan-
del (Rockpile). This is a spicy, wooded and 

expansive red, plush and opulent in brambly berry 
fruit and supple tannin. Notes of crushed rock, 
leather and cedar provide a mineral-like earthiness 
that pairs well with the richer tones. —V.B. 
abv: 14.75% Price: $50 

92 Rockpile Winery 2019 Rockpile Ridge Vine-
yard Zinfandel (Rockpile). Spicy and herbal, 

this high-elevation grown wine includes 6% Petite 
Sirah and is earthy and dusty in dark fruit. Firm yet 
substantial tannins provide concentrated weight 
and breadth, with brooding highlights of tobacco, 
black pepper, dark chocolate and coffee. —V.B. 
abv: 14.57% Price: $49 

92 Rockpile Winery 2019 Westphall Ridge Vine-
yard Zinfandel (Rockpile). This wine is high-



  
WINEMAG.COM |  63

toned in red fruit and brightly complex. Lengthy in 
firm, integrated tannin, it shows herbal and spicy 
undertones, with an oaky depth of richness. There’s 
freshness to the finish. —V.B. 
abv: 14.57% Price: $50 

91 Castoro Cellars 2019 Zinfusion Reserve Zinfan-
del (Paso Robles). Dark berries, peppercorns 

and a pleasant array of herbs make for a welcoming 
nose on this bottling. The palate is rich with baked 
boysenberry, but the peppery spice and underlying 
acidity complete the picture. —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $24 

91 Mauritson 2019 Zinfandel (Dry Creek Valley). 
For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14.75% Price: $41 

91 Mikami Vineyards 2018 Zinfandel (Lodi). For 
full review see page 16. 

abv: 15% Price: $39 

91 Oak Ridge 2019 Ancient Vine Estate Grown 
Zinfandel (Lodi). For full review see page 22. 

Best Buy. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

91 Odonata 2018 Enz Vineyard Zinfandel (San 
Benito County). Opulent aromas of caramel, 

baked cherry and strawberry pie show on the nose 
of this bottling, which includes 3% Mataro and 2% 
Carignan. That richness coats the palate, which is 
loaded with dark-cherry, allspice and clove flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $32 

91 Saxon Brown 2017 Fighting Brothers Zinfandel 
(Sonoma Valley). Earthy and lively on the 

palate, this densely packed wine is brimming in 
concentrated blackberry and mocha, with lasting 
richness and intensity. Secondary notes of black 
pepper, clove and tobacco accentuate its savory 
side. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

91 Saxon Brown 2017 Stonewall Block Zinfandel 
(Sonoma Valley). With a depth of jammy 

blackberry, black licorice and lavender, this wine is 
thick and richly layered, with a bright undercurrent 
of acidity that keeps it fresh and interesting. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

91 Sculpterra 2019 Heroe Primitivo (Paso  Robles). 
This bottling, which pays homage to vineyard 

workers, is a fresh spin on Zinfandel, starting with 
aromas of strawberry jam, eggy brioche and vanilla. 
It’s light and fun in texture, offering rustic herb and 
red-fruit flavors. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Starr 2018 Old Clone Zinfandel (Sierra Foot-
hills). Richness meets spiciness in this well-

balanced and rather complex wine. Notes of black 
pepper join blackberries, blueberries and a touch of 
raspberries on the palate as moderate tannins lend 
a good, grippy texture. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $18 

90 Baca 2019 Marbles Pocai Vineyard  Zinfandel 
(Calistoga). This is a richly viscous and 

 voluptuous red wine from the heat-loving appella-
tion. Dried cherry and plum fruitiness meet baking 
spice, oak and a hint of lavender, with prominent 
tannin weight contributing additional heft and 
length. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $60 

90 Baca 2019 Tug O’ War Maffei Vineyard 
 Zinfandel (Russian River Valley). Soft, sweet 

and densely layered, this wine offers strong flavors 
of cola, baked plum, blackberry and licorice. The 
oak is prominent and adds vanilla and baking spice, 
underscoring the overall richness in style. —V.B. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $60 

90 Bella Grace 2017 Estate Zinfandel (Amador 
County). This mellow, supple wine blends 

savory notes of black pepper and sage with subdued 
berry flavors on a lightly tannic and mouthfilling 
texture. It’s ready to enjoy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $38 

90 Bianchi 2019 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). 
Blackberry-sorbet, black-cherry-compote 

and strawberry-syrup aromas meet with caramel 
and sprigs of fresh herb on the nose of this heavy-
duty Zin. It’s fresh and fun on the palate, with suave 
black-cherry and mint-leaf flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $35 

90 Bogle 2018 Old Vine Zinfandel (California). 
For full review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

90 Glunz 2018 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). For full 
review see page 19. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

90 McPrice Myers 2019 Pound for Pound Zinfan-
del (Paso Robles). Toasty oak aromas frame 

the black-cherry and roasted strawberry center 
of this bottling, which is spiced in cardamom and 
clove. Snappy raspberry flavors kick off the sip, with 
cola, wild mint and peppery spices arising toward 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $20 

90 Saxon Brown 2017 Durell Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Sonoma Valley). This is a softy textured 

red from the great site, layered in cola, sweet oak 
and a generosity of plum. Dense blackberry, licorice 
and pepper provide earthy intensity and a weight of 
complex structure. —V.B. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Whipstitch 2018 Zinfandel (Lodi). Aromas 
of rosemary and mint add complexity to the 

bold, rich blackberries and black cherries in this 
full-bodied but well-polished wine. Velvety tannins 
help shape the mouthfeel and lead to a lingering 
creamy, berrylike finish. —J.G. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $19 

89 Bella Grace 2017 Old Vine Zinfandel ( Amador 
County). A touch of vanilla from aging in 

20% new French barrels dresses up this nicely 
fruity, deep wine. Blackberries and black plums 
flood the palate while a smooth texture makes it 
easy to keep sipping. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

89 Concrete 2017 Old Vine Zinfandel (Lodi). 
Bold aromas and flavors of sawn oak and 

cedar shavings dominate this full-bodied, firmly 
tannic wine. It’s one of the high-octane Zins, pack-
ing plenty of berry flavors to compete for attention 
with the woody streak. —J.G. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $20 

89 Leoness 2018 Deegan Vineyard Zinfandel 
(Temecula Valley). From a vineyard that sits 

at 1,437 feet above the valley, this bottling shows a 
lot of wood spice on the cedar-driven nose, which 
also offers toasted sage, dried berry and leather. 
The woody elements consume the palate as well, 
with sandalwood, cedar and baked red-fruit flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $60 

89 Oak Ridge 2018 1906 Vintners Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Prominent toasted-oak aromas and 

flavors accompany lively raspberry and blackberry 
notes in this full-bodied and slightly tannic wine. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $32 

88 Ridge 2018 Boatman Zinfandel (Alexander 
Valley). This is a good, sturdy wine, quite 

full bodied, that may need time to show its best 
stuff. It offers ample strawberry and black-cherry 
flavors, a smooth texture and moderate tannins. 
Best from 2024. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $36 

87 Cline 2019 Ancient Vines Zinfandel (Contra 
Costa County). Charred oak aromas com-

plete with good, juicy raspberry and blackberry 
flavors in this medium- to full-bodied wine. Light 
tannins keep it relatively smooth in texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Fortino 2016 Zinfandel (Santa Clara  Valley). 
Extracted aromas of cherry, prune and raisin 

make for a very ripe expression on the nose of this 
bottling. There is a fine texture to the sip, where dark 
prune-like flavors are lifted by clove and  nutmeg. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Renwood 2019 Premier Old Vine Zinfandel 
(Amador County). Heady clove and cedar 

aromas lead to good, jammy fruit flavors that are 
also coated with clove, cedar and toasted oak notes. 
Full body and light tannins provide a grippy texture. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Robert Hall 2018 Cavern Select Zinfandel 
(Paso Robles). Woody aromas of hickory and 

mesquite are woven throughout the dark-cherry-
sauce core of the nose on this bottling. The wood 
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spice spreads through the palate as well, with incense 
flavors meshing into blackberry extract. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

86 Cline 2019 Live Oak Vineyard Zinfandel 
( Contra Costa County). This full-bodied 

wine shows a strong oak effect in the aromas of 
pencil shavings and camphor, the prominent cedar 
flavors and somewhat dry tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

86 Locatelli 2018 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). Aro-
mas of grape seed, Bourbon barrel and fresh 

herbs kick the nose on this bottling. The palate is 
reedy and earthy, with wild-incense flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.8% Price: $35 

86 Pulchella 2017 Mercenary Zinfandel (Paso 
Robles). Very ripe and extracted aromas 

of Port and Bourbon show on the nose of this bot-
tling. There is decent structure to the palate, and a 
zip of acidity, but prunes and dried berries dominate. 
—M.K. 
abv: 16.1% Price: $40 

86 Renwood 2019 Renwood Ranch Estate 
Grown Zinfandel (Amador County). Lavish, 

obvious sweet-oak aromas and flavors envelop this 
full-bodied wine in vanilla, cinnamon and wood 
smoke, muffling most of the fruit flavors that might 
otherwise shine through. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

83 Rubus 2019 Old Vines Reserve Zinfandel 
(Lodi). Quite oaky and smoky, this full-bod-

ied wine slathers charred wood and cedar flavorings 
over modest fruit flavors for an extreme take on Zin. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $24 

RED BLENDS

96 McPrice Myers 2018 Paper Street Vineyard 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). This 

blend takes Syrah, Grenache, and four other grapes 
to represent the whole of this newer vineyard, and 
it does so in style. Lavish aromas of strawberry and 
raspberry sorbet, pepper, herb and roasted meats 
lead into a seriously structured but still hedonistic 
palate, full of creamy cherry, smoke and meat flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $60 

96 S.R. Tonella 2018 Proprietary BDX Blend 
 Reserve (Rutherford). This blend of Caber-

net Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Malbec is luxu-
riously textured and lengthy, with a wealth of dark 
brooding black fruit. Dense and a touch reductive, 
it features notes of char, smoked meat and forest, 
with enduring elegance and structure. This will do 
well in the cellar; enjoy best from 2028–2033. Cel-
lar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $160 

95 Sunshine Valley Vineyards 2018 Jubilee 
(Napa Valley). Blending 95% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and 5% Malbec, this taut, complex wine 
features dried herb, pencil and waxy plum, the acid-
ity bright yet softened and integrated into an edge of 
rounded tannins. The fruit is both red and blue in 
nature, richly layered throughout. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

94 Adelaida 2018 Anna’s Red (Adelaida District). 
Morello cherry, roasted prime rib, bloody 

iron and light nutmeg aromas make for a heady 
entry to the nose of this blend of 32% Grenache, 
27% Syrah, 23% Mourvèdre and 18% Petite Sirah. 
There’s a tremendous depth of flavors on the palate, 
from black cherry to dark berry, with chai spice and 
sandalwood elements. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $65 

94 Adelaida 2018 Keeper (Adelaida District). 
This twist-top delivers winemaker  Jeremy 

Weintraub’s powerful nuance at an affordable price 
point. Intense, dark-fruit aromas are slashed by 
graphite, purple flowers and cola on the nose, while 
the Syrah-driven blend hits the palate with a firm 
grip, offering acid-popped flavors of mint, cola, 
more dark fruit and a wide array of spices. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $30 

94 Axr 2018 Proprietary (Napa Valley). This is 
made from 66% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% 

Malbec and 15% Merlot. The wine is plush in texture 
with a soft underbelly of power. Blue fruit, cassis and 
elongated tannin provide layers of flavor and length, 
with accents of earthy dried herb and baking spice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $65 

94 Daou 2018 Mayote (Adelaida District). 
 Relatively subtle aromas of currant, violet 

and roasted meats make for a nicely focused nose 
on this blend of 46% Syrah, 37% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and 17% Petit Verdot. The palate picks up the 
roasted coffee kick, leading into blueberry-compote, 
lilac and charcuterie elements, wrapped in smooth 
but firm tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $100 

94 McPrice Myers 2018 Fait Accompli Cabernet 
Sauvignon-Syrah (Paso Robles). Quite dark 

in the glass, this bold while beautiful blend of 52% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 48% Syrah shows caramel 
and fudge tones on the nose, layered across blue-
berry compote and vanilla ice cream. Enveloping 
and chiseled tannins coat the palate, where more 
reduced fruit flavors are enhanced with charred 
meats and roasted herbs of oregano and cracked 
pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $50 

94 McPrice Myers 2018 The Estate Vineyard 
(Adelaida District). Quite dark in the glass, 

this blend of 50% Syrah, 48% Grenache and 2% 
Mourvèdre hits the nose with layered aromas of 
 intense black currant, maple sugar and purple 
fl owers. The palate is thick but with well-primed 

acidity, bursting with booming flavors of blackberry 
paste, violet and vanilla. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $98 

94 Tablas Creek 2019 Côtes de Tablas (Adelaida 
District). For full review see page 8. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

93 Bonny Doon 2019 Le Cigare Volant (Central 
Coast). A delicate color in the glass, this 

blend of 56% Grenache, 30% Cinsault, 13% Syrah 
and 1% Petite Sirah pops with bright raspberry, 
crushed rock, turned earth and lilac aromas on the 
nose. The palate is tense with rocky edges and yet 
zesty with pomegranate and strawberry flavors. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

93 Fulldraw 2018 Chopping Block (Paso  Robles). 
Dense in the glass, this blend of Syrah, 

 Grenache and Mourvèdre is a lesson in concentra-
tion. Aromas of espresso roast, dark fruit, grilled 
plum and peppery meats lead into a viscous palate 
with firm tannins. Dark plum, caramel and nutmeg 
flavors make for a powerful sip. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $85 

93 Hideaway 2019 S&M (Santa Barbara  County). 
Dark, roasted plum aromas meet with 

smoked meat and cracked pepper on the nose of 
this blend of 50% each Syrah and Mourvèdre. It’s 
a hearty expression on the palate, ranging from 
roasted dark fruit and purple and red flowers to 
iodine, roasted meat and cracked pepper. It’s both 
complex and bold. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $50 

93 Hill Family Estate 2018 Red Door (Napa 
 Valley). This is a blend of 60% Cabernet 

Sauvignon with 28% Malbec, 10% Syrah and 2% 
Merlot, all from estate fruit. Earthy, savory and 
tense in tannin and oak, it shows notes of tobacco, 
pencil and cedar, with rich underlying blueberry 
and currant. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $95 

93 Hill Family Estate 2018 The Barrel Blend 
(Napa Valley). Combining a majority of 

 Merlot with Zin, Syrah, Petite Sirah and Malbec, this 
outstanding value is deeply rich in berry and cherry, 
with soft, undulating and well-resolved tannin. A 
lift of acidity makes it a rounded, approachable and 
highly enjoyable experience. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $32 

93 Jeff Cohn 2018 Rossi Ranch G-S-M (Sonoma 
Valley). Leading with 60% Grenache, then 

20% each of Syrah and Mourvèdre, this is an unde-
niably earthy, savory and complex red—a large per-
centage of the grapes whole-cluster fermented and 
foot stomped. Feral notes of barnyard, black pepper 
and game find their way to a wall of rich, layered 
strawberry that is boldly ripe. —V.B. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $60 
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93 Langtry 2017 Old Soldier Road (Guenoc 
V alley). This concentrated and complex 

wine is full bodied and moderately tannic. It practi-
cally explodes with dramatic oak, earth and tobacco 
aromas before deep flavors of beef jus, new leather, 
black pepper and black cherry flood the palate. 
 Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

93 McPrice Myers 2018 L’Ange Rouge (Santa 
Barbara County). Layered aromas of purple 

flowers, blueberry, boysenberry, cracked pepper 
and cigar box make for a complex nose on this blend 
of 62% Grenache, 26% Syrah and 12% Mourvèdre. 
The floral tones of lilac and violet fly high on the 
sip, spiced by cracked pepper and remaining light 
on its feet. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $50 

93 Ridge 2019 Geyserville (Alexander Valley). 
Deep and rich in flavor, this full-bodied 

wine will continue improving with age. It shows 
generous, late-picked blackberry flavors along with 
accents of vanilla, milk chocolate and black pepper, 
while mild tannins give it some nice heft in the tex-
ture. Best through 2030. Cellar Selection. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Tablas Creek 2019 Patelin de Tablas (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 11. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

93 V. Sattui 2018 La Merica (California). For full 
review see page 11. 

abv: 15.1% Price: $36 

93 Venge 2019 Scout’s Honor Red Wine (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 12. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $39 

93 Walson Holland 2018 Mélange Rouge (Central 
Coast). For full review see page 12. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Alta Colina 2018 Estate G-S-M (Adelaida Dis-
trict). A delicious array of rich, refined aro-

mas hit the nose on this blend of 73% Grenache, 15% 
Mourvèdre and 12% Syrah, showing baked straw-
berry, butterscotch, shortbread and brown  sugar. A 
toasty pie-crust flavor weaves through the sip, which 
picks up savory hints of oregano, marjoram and 
 cumin alongside the baked plum core. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $58 

92 Beckmen 2019 Cuvee Le Bec (Santa Ynez 
Valley). For full review see page 12. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $27 

92 Bernardus 2015 Marinus (Carmel Valley). 
Dark pomegranate and dried purple-flower 

aromas meet with pepper and charcuterie elements 
on the nose of this blend of all five major Bordeaux 
varieties. The palate is also savory in expression, 

with crushed pepper and dried meat competing 
with grilled plums for attention. —M.K. 
abv: 13.4% Price: $75 

92 Folded Hills 2018 August Red Wine (Santa 
Ynez  Valley). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 13.6% Price: $46 

92 Fulldraw 2018 Honey Bunny (Paso Robles). 
Intense aromas of black currant, blackberry 

and caramel are extremely dark and extracted on the 
nose of this blend of 83% Syrah and 17%  Mourvèdre. 
The palate grows more layered with mocha and 
espresso-bean flavors atop that cassis core, framed 
by sticky tannins that need more time to resolve. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $85 

92 Fulldraw 2017 FD2 (Paso Robles).  Extremely 
concentrated aromas of black cherry and 

blueberries baked in a caramel cake show on the 
rich nose of this blend of 60% Grenache and 40% 
Syrah. Lavish flavors explode on the sip, from 
roasted fig to vanilla and cardamom, with a tannic 
structure that starts to come through strongly on 
the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $55 

92 Hearst Ranch 2018 Three Sisters Cuvée (Paso 
Robles). For full review see page 13. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $25 

92 Hill Family Estate 2018 Like A Hawk (Napa 
Valley). This blend of 52% Cabernet Sau-

vignon, 24% Syrah, 22% Malbec and 2% Viognier 
sings on the palate in soft, supple waves of hearty 
flavor. Black cherry, cola and oak give it an enduring 
richness complemented by black pepper, wild game 
and tobacco. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $55 

92 Jeff Cohn 2018 Smoke and Mirrors (Sonoma 
County). This combines 60% Zinfandel, 

28% Syrah and 6% each of Grenache and Petite 
Sirah into a hearty whole, the grapes given time in 
concrete tank and neutral French oak. Earthy and 
aromatic in garrigue, lavender and black licorice, it 
is thick and meaty, with a fruity underbelly of rasp-
berry. —V.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $30 

92 Le Vigne 2018 Ame de la Vigne (Paso  Robles). 
Lightly toasted on the nose, this blend of 

40% Syrah, 36% Petite Sirah, 18% Mourvèdre and 
6% Grenache shows baked red-fruit and cigar-box 
aromas. Dark-fruit, peppery spice and smoke flavors 
show on the bold palate, which would hold up well 
to barbecued beef. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $48 

92 Leoness 2017 Eloquent (Temecula Valley). 
Charred meat, charcoal, black-plum and soy 

aromas coalesce on the nose of this bottling. The 
savory character extends from front to back on the 
palate, offering seared lamb, rosemary, cracked pep-
per and teriyaki touches. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

92 McPrice Myers 2018 Altas Viñas (Santa Bar-
bara County). Dark roast coffee, pu-erh tea, 

lavender, wood-spice and fig aromas show on the 
complex nose of this blend of 64% Mourvèdre, 24% 
Syrah and 12% Grenache. Rustic tannins uphold 
roasted fig, pepper and dark-wood flavors on the 
palate. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $50 

92 MCV 2019 Chef’s Choice (Paso Robles). For 
full review see page 13.

abv: 15.1% Price: $40 

92 MCV 2019 Red (Central Coast). For full 
review see page 14. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 14.9% Price: $22 

92 Proulx 2018 Merveille (Paso Robles Willow 
Creek District). Lighter in color, this blend of 

53% Grenache, 28% Syrah, 13% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and 6% Malbec pops on the nose with candied 
raspberry and dainty red flowers. It’s fresh on the 
palate, with hibiscus and more red fruit, as white 
pepper adds a spicy kick. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $48 

92 Pulchella 2018 Fallen (Paso Robles). Jammy 
berry aromas meet with toast and light cara-

mel on the nose of this blend of 37% Mourvèdre, 
32% Grenache and 31% Syrah. Firm structure and 
buoyant acidity deliver solid dark-fruit and spice 
flavors on the palate, offering a lot to chew on. 
—M.K. 
abv: 16% Price: $50 

92 Pulchella 2018 Unwilling Pulchella Vine-
yard (Templeton Gap District). Dark-berry, 

crushed slate and licorice-candy aromas show on the 
nose of this blend of 37% Merlot, 31%  Cabernet Sau-
vignon, 28% Cabernet Franc and 4% Petit V erdot. 
There’s a rich line to the palate, full of  roasted plum 
and fig, with ample nutmeg and cardamom providing 
a chai-like spice to the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 15.9% Price: $55 

92 Ridge 2019 Botticelli Vineyard (Rockpile). 
A solid structure and tasty black-fruit flavors 

make this full-bodied blend of Zinfandel and Petite 
Sirah ideal for grilled and roasted meat and fowl. 
Moderate tannins firm up the texture and balance 
the generous blackberry flavors. Best from 2025. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $36 

92 Robert Renzoni 2016 Fiore di Fano ( Temecula 
Valley). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $60 

91 Ancient Peaks 2018 Renegade (Santa Mar-
garita Ranch). Earthy aromas of dewy thyme, 

oregano, juniper and pine needle are sprinkled with 
cracked pepper and laid across dark berry on the 
nose of this blend of 38% Syrah, 36% Petit Verdot 
and 26% Malbec. A eucalyptus spice hits the palate 
alongside the pepper, with dark fruit lingering long. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $26 
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91 CinQuin 2018 Syrah-Grenache (Sta. Rita Hills). 
Herby and peppery aromas meet with tart 

berry scents on the nose of this bottling—a new, 
more affordable brand for Pierre LaBarge. Bay leaf 
and underripe elderberries show on the sip, which 
also offers purple flowers and more pepper. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 CrossHatch 2017 Depth (Santa Ynez Valley). 
A blend of 60% Merlot and 40% Cabernet 

Franc, this bottling begins with hints of dark cherry, 
mahogany, dried meat and a slightly bitter cinchona 
kick. There is firm tension to the sip, where woody 
flavors of incense meet with brighter plum and berry. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 

91 Epiphany 2018 Syrah-Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Santa Barbara County). This blend of 60% 

Syrah and 40% Cabernet Sauvignon is a bold wine, 
starting with smoky layers of baked blackberry, tar 
and charcuterie. The rich palate shows a touch of 
fig and raisin, with salted caramel and light pepper 
spices. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $40 

91 Epiphany 2018 Thompson Vineyard G-S-
M (Santa Barbara County). Lighter in the 

glass, this bottling offers smoked cherries, bay 
leaf, incense and light pepper on the nose. It lands 
broadly on the palate, with a thicker mouthfeel full 
of seared orange rind, deep cherry and lingering 
wood spice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

91 Folded Hills 2019 G-S-M (Santa Ynez Valley). 
Clean aromas of cherry and berry roasted 

over apple wood a well as hints of red flowers 
and red apple show on the nose of this equal split 
between Mourvèdre, Grenache and Syrah. Rounded 
flavors of baked apple, currant and pomegranate are 
cut by grapefruit rind on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

91 Jeff Cohn 2018 Pure Yum Syrah-Grenache 
( Sonoma County). Thick and caramelized like 

bacon, this grippy blend of 67% Syrah and 33% 
 Grenache offers lush red fruit, thick tannin, oak and 
black and white peppery spice. The power and ripe-
ness are met by bustling freshness, too. —V.B. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $45 

91 Leoness 2017 Grande Melange (Temecula 
 Valley). There’s a fennel aroma that meets 

with peppery spices and slightly funk fruit on the 
nose of this bottling. Those elements converge more 
pleasantly on the palate, where peppercorn, lively 
herbs, fennel-pollen and olive flavors align. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $95 

91 Lion Ranch 2017 Three Lions (Santa Clara 
Valley). Dried cherry, damp forest-floor and 

light mushroom-tea aromas show on the nose of 
this blend of 74% Grenache, 13% Cinsault and 13% 
Counoise. The wine starts with a peppery kick, then 
weaves through flavors of hibiscus and cinnamon 

that linger across the light but textural structure. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

91 Midnight 2018 Vin Celeste Reserve (Paso 
 Robles). Toasty oak and muddled red-fruit 

aromas are dusted in crushed mace and allspice on 
the nose of this Syrah, Grenache and Viognier blend. 
Smoky aromas of mesquite and hickory waft across 
the red fruit of the palate, making for an  excellent 
barbecue wine. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $60 

91 Notre Vue 2019 G-S-M (Chalk Hill). For full 
review see page 16. 

abv: NA Price: $69 

91 Odonata 2017 Black Darter Machado Creek 
Vineyard (Santa Clara Valley). Hibiscus, 

under ripe strawberry and wet rocks show on the 
nose of this blend of 86% Grenache and 14% Syrah. 
Lively flavors of cranberry and potpourri are playful 
while dry on the palate, with a pinch of wild herbs 
adding nuance. —M.K. 
abv: 13.3% Price: $32 

91 Pear Valley 2018 Distraction (Paso Robles). 
Bittersweet cocoa, dark berries and dried 

herbs show on the nose of this blend of 44% Caber-
net Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc 
and 6% Malbec. Rich fruit flavors are cut by cocoa, 
light herbs and refreshing acidity on the palate. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $44 

91 Ridge 2018 Lytton Estate (Dry Creek  Valley). 
Nicely dry, concentrated and ripe, this 

full-bodied blend of Syrah, Grenache and Mataro 
(Mourvèdre) overflows with bright blackberry fla-
vors on a smooth texture aided by a moderate layer 
of tannins for grip. —J.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $38 

91 Robert Hall 2018 Paso Red (Paso Robles). 
 Focused aromas of potpourri, white pepper 

and blackberry kick off this red blend. There’s a lav-
ender element to the palate, giving  floral character to 
the crisp boysenberry-sorbet and thyme-sprig core. 
—M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $20 

91 Robert Renzoni 2017 Riserva Meritage (Teme-
cula Valley). Light and dried red-fruit aromas 

are spiced by sandalwood and cracked pepper on the 
classical nose of this bottling. It’s medium bodied 
on the palate, with cherry, herb and leather flavors, 
clicking familiar boxes in the right ways. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $76 

91 Rodrigue Molyneaux 2017 Escondido (Liver-
more Valley). This outstanding and seamless 

blend offers ample fruit flavors and subtle spices 
while keeping everything well balanced. Rich black-
berries, grilled plums and a touch of chocolate are 
backed by moderate tannins and a snap of good 
acidity. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Sunstone 2018 Eros (Santa Ynez Valley). For 
full review see page 17. Cellar Selection. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

90 Andis 2018 Painted Fields Amador Classico 
(Sierra Foothills). For full review see page 17. 

abv: 14.7% Price: $25 

90 Black Stallion 2018 Limited Release Red 
Wine Blend (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 18. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

90 Dante Robere 2018 Dante’s Inferno G-S-M 
(Livermore Valley). Abundant chocolaty, 

meaty, cedary aromas and flavors give this full-bod-
ied wine plenty of richness. Mouthfilling in feel, it is 
very ripe and dense on the palate. —J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $39 

90 Galante 2018 Rancho Galante (Carmel 
 Valley). This blend of Petite Sirah, Malbec 

and Cabernet Sauvignon works well, starting with 
aromas of plum, black currant and light violet. It’s a 
hearty sip, with firm tannins framing bright purple-
fruit and light pepper flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $45 

90 Giguiere 2019 Pillars of Hercules Estate Red 
Blend (Dunnigan Hills). For full review see 

page 19. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $20 

90 Grape Creek Vineyards 2017 Absolution 
(Paso Robles Willow Creek District). Baked 

cherry and vanilla aromas lead toward Bourbon 
spice and prune on the nose of this bottling. The 
wine lands richly on the palate, with roasted Con-
cord grape and gooey, slow-baked red-fruit flavors 
most prominent. —M.K. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $94 

90 Medlock Ames 2018 Bell Mountain Estate 
(Alexander Valley). Soft, polished tannins 

grip a core of earthy cedar, dried herb and tangy 
currant in this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Mer-
lot, Cab Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec, all from the 
producer’s estate. Fresh, with length and breadth 
across the palate, it shows graceful balance. —V.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $48 

90 Proulx 2018 All Riled Up (Paso Robles  Willow 
Creek District). Polished aromas of black 

plum, carob and cocoa show on the nose of this 
blend of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Malbec 
and 10% Petite Verdot. The cocoa-tea flavor is 
prominent on the earthy sip, where dried red fruit 
and rooibos tea are framed in an acidity that drives 
through the finish. —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $NA 

90 Pulchella 2017 Awakening (Adelaida Dis-
trict). Blackberry-jam aromas mesh well 

into savory undertones of smoked ham on the nose 
of this blend of 75% Tannat and 25% Petite Sirah. 
Rich, mesquite-smoked meat flavors on the pal-
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ate are integrated into the boysenberry and iodine 
 elements. —M.K. 
abv: 15.1% Price: $50 

90 Sculpterra 2018 Maquette (Paso Robles). 
Tart strawberry, crushed rocks and a dust-

ing of herbs make for a complex nose on this blend 
of 39% Cabernet Sauvignon, 27% Cabernet Franc, 
26% Merlot and 8% Petit Verdot. Strong pepper 
spice enlivens the sip, which also shows black plum 
and dried flowers. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

90 Sierra Vista 2018 Fleur de Montagne Estate 
(El Dorado). This blend is complex and 

well balanced. Aromatic strawberry and rose-petal 
notes mingle with fresh raspberry and plum flavors, 
 accented by light oak spices on a just-firm frame of 
moderate tannins and full body. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Bogle 2018 Essential (California). This dark, 
ripe and full-flavored wine offers concen-

trated black-cherry, cinnamon and blackberry fla-
vors, rather firm tannins and a mouthfilling texture. 
Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

89 Buena Vista 2018 The Count’s Revenge 
(Napa Valley). Made from 62% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 27% Petit Verdot and 11% Cabernet 
Franc, this blend comes in a heavy bottle with a 
 giant gold alligator on it. Rich red fruit is sinewy 
and leathery in texture, with a ripe plushness that 
leans hot. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $150 

89 Dancing Crow 2019 Old Stake Field Blend 
(Kelsey Bench). Maple and vanilla aromas 

lead to fully ripe, jammy blackberry flavors on a full 
body. This Zinfandel-based blend is structured with 
moderate tannins to support its richness. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Neighborhood 2018 Swell (Central Coast). 
Incense and cedar aromas coat the tarry 

berry core on this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Malbc, Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc. There’s a 
tarry kick to the sip as well, where dried meat and 
elderberry flavors verge on bitterness. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Pulchella 2018 Gathering (Paso Robles). 
Tart pomegranate, wild-thyme and sage 

aromas show on the nose of this blend of 56% Tem-
pranillo, 30% Grenache and 14% Malbec. Dusty 
herbs meet with vanilla-bean and roasted tomato 
flavors on the palate. —M.K. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

88 1924 2019 Limited Edition Double Black 
(Lodi). Jammy aromas and rich, dense boy-

senberry flavors give this full-bodied wine plenty 
to appreciate, while a velvety texture of well- 
integrated tannins coats the palate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 15% Price: $12 

88 Kendall-Jackson 2018 Vintner’s Reserve 
(California). Full bodied and complex, this 

dry wine offers tempting clove and cedar aromas, 
cinnamon and black-cherry flavors and a fairly firm 
texture. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Proulx 2018 Jack Barrett (Paso Robles). 
This blend of 10 grapes, led by Syrah and 

Cabernet Sauvignon, begins with extracted aro-
mas of candied cherry, violet and rose. The palate 
is also loaded with candied fruits, from grape Jolly 
 Rancher to violet pastilles. —M.K. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $62 

88 Pulchella 2017 Revision (Paso Robles). Light 
milk-chocolate and dark-cocoa shavings 

decorate the dark-plum, violet and leather aromas 
on the nose of this blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, 30% Tannat and 5% Petite Sirah. It lands 
with a rich heft in mouthfeel, showing coffee-bean 
and slightly funky earth flavors. —M.K. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $50 

87 7 Deadly 2018 Deadly Red (Lodi). This dark, 
ripe and fruity wine wraps generous black-

berry and black-plum flavors in velvety tannins. 
—J.G. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $16 

87 Oak Grove 2019 Family Reserve  Winemaker’s 
Red Blend (California). This rich and full-

bodied blend based on Cabernet Sauvignon is 
packed with blackberry, chocolate and blueberry 
flavors on a smooth texture. It’s light in tannins and 
easy on the palate. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

87 Sean Minor 2019 Nicole Marie (North Coast). 
Vivid black-cherry aromas and flavors give 

this wine a pure, focused expression. It is medium 
bodied, fruity and easy to enjoy. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

87 Wild Cellars NV Winemaker’s Blend (Central 
Coast). Leathery aromas meet with light 

pepper, tart cranberry and maple on the nose of 
this bottling. The rustic and tart red-fruit flavor is 
dusted with herbs and oak on the sip. —M.K. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $24 

86 Buena Vista 2018 The Founder (Sonoma 
County). A blend of 84% Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and 16% Cabernet Franc, this wine is intense 
in herb, tannin and oak, with a slight harshness to 
the ripe palate. The heavy bottle has a gold chain 
around its neck. —V.B. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $125 

86 Woodbridge by Robert Mondavi NV Red 
Blend (California). This ripe-tasting and 

lightly sweet wine has no shortage of fresh cherry 
and raspberry flavors, along with a smooth texture 
of light tannins. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $8 

85 Fortino NV Maribella (Santa Clara Valley). 
Extremely extracted aromas of fig, prune, 

caramel and brown sugar make for a ripe entry to 
this blend. It’s thick and almost sweet on the palate, 
where fruitcake and stewed prune flavors make for 
a rustic, Port-like experience. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

85 Ghostrunner 2020 Ungrafted (Lodi). This 
dramatically oaky and moderately tannic 

wine boasts strong aromas and flavors of sawdust, 
cedar chips and cocoa. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

85 Voyager Point 2018 California Red Blend 
(California). This medium-bodied wine is 

rich in oaky, cedary aromas and blackberry flavors. 
It is moderately tannic, the effect of which is soft-
ened by a touch of sweetness. Best Buy. —J.G. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $10 

OTHER RED WINES

93 Epiphany 2018 Rodney’s Vineyard Mourvèdre 
(Santa Barbara County). For full review see 

page 10. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $35 

93 Glunz NV Angelica Mission (California). For 
full review see page 10. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 18.5% Price: $38 

93 Prima Materia 2019 Negroamaro (Kelsey 
Bench). This fascinating, full-bodied and 

complex wine offers an unusual and intriguing array 
of roasted chestnut, wild-blackberry and grilled 
herb flavors on a full body with moderate tannins. It 
demands repeated sipping and savoring to tease out 
its many nuances. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $30 

92 Dante Robere 2018 Alicante Bouschet 
( Contra Costa County). Loads of dark-fruit, 

dark-chocolate and well-toasted oak flavors domi-
nate this deeply colored, full-bodied wine. Satu-
rated with ripe blackberry and dried plum flavors, 
it offers impressive concentration and good length 
supported by mild tannins. —J.G. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $39 

92 Samsara 2020 Shokrian Vineyard Gamay 
(Santa Barbara County). Just before Gamay 

Noir was about to fall into a same-flavor-every-
where trap, winemaker Matt Brady brings a bit 
more  herbal tone to the juicy grape in this bot-
tling. Aromas of thyme, white pepper and pepper 
decorate the raspberry and cranberry aspects of the 
nose, while the red currant of the palate is cut by 
orange-rind and marjoram flavors. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.K. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $42 

92 Seven Oxen 2017 Tannat (Paso Robles). 
Baked black-currant aromas are drizzled 

with brown sugar and maple on the nose of this rich 
bottling. It’s rich and savory on the palate, full of 
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smoked meats, asphalt and charcoal, set against a 
cassis backbone. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $52 

91 Odonata 2016 Machado Creek Vineyard Durif 
(Santa Clara Valley). Sour black plum, purple 

flowers and licorice spice show on the nose of this 
bottling. More purple-flower flavors emerge on the 
sip, where the black-plum component rides a rela-
tively lighter frame. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

90 Andis 2020 Estate Grown Schioppettino 
( Sierra Foothills). Fresh, grapey aromas 

lead to ripe and tangy red- and black-cherry fla-
vors shaded by hints of butter and nutmeg. It’s a 
well-concentrated, medium-bodied but mouthfill-
ing wine that’s light in tannin and big on fruitiness. 
—J.G. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $35 

90 Pear Valley 2018 Pear Valley Vineyard 
 Aglianico (Paso Robles). This is a very 

firm and robust style of red wine, and a good show-
ing for Aglianico’s potential in Paso Robles. Dark, 
rustic aromas of dried berry and woody mahogany 
lead into a thick palate of roasted plums and spices. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

89 Prima Materia NV Refosco Refosco (Lake 
County). Aromas and flavors of woodsmoke, 

rosemary and grilled plums give this distinctive wine 
a hearty, savory palate impression backed by firm 
tannins and followed by a grippy, smoky finish. —J.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

88 Pulchella 2017 Henchman Tannat (Paso 
 Robles). Dense aromas of vanilla, caramel 

and black-cherry paste show on the nose of this bot-
tling. There’s a light sweetness to the rich and thick 
palate, where roasted blackberry and black-cherry-
jam flavors are dusted in baking spice. —M.K. 
abv: 15.3% Price: $50 

SWEET WINES

92 Fortino 1991 Montonico Reserve Montonico 
Bianco (Santa Clara Valley). This is a fasci-

nating study of time that still drinks well. Aromas 
of smoked cedar, lemon peel and toasted nuts lead 
into a palate that’s still bright with orange-peel and 
lemon-flesh flavors. There’s a hint of melon as well, 
with peppery spices and a long-lingering vanilla tone 
pushing through the finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 19.3% Price: $35 

90 Fortino 2008 Zinfandel (Santa Clara  Valley). 
A muddy brown color, this long-aged des-

sert wine begins with brown sugar, Bourbon and 
white-pepper aromas on the nose. Grittier tannins 
and an orange-peel acidity frame the sip, where 
more unctuous flavors of maple, brown sugar and 
caramel arise. —M.K. 
abv: 19.02% Price: $35 

86 Karine 2018 Aries Three Daughters Vine-
yard VDN Late Harvest Zinfandel (Calaveras 

County). Extreme sweetness and relatively light 
body give this dessert-style wine a syrupy character. 
It tastes light in tannins and acidity for a Port-style 
wine. —J.G. 
abv: 17% Price: $30/375 ml 

IDAHO
ROSÉ

86 Holesinsky 2020 Domaine Holesinsky Buhl-
jolais Gertschen Vineyard Rosé of Syrah 

(Idaho). Reductive aromas are in control out of the 
gate. Beyond that there are notes of grass, goose-
berry and pineapple. Kiwi flavors, thick in the 
middle, follow. It’s more interesting than success-
ful. —S.S. 
abv: NA Price: $12 

RED WINES

87 Sawtooth 2019 Trout Series Tempranillo 
(Snake River Valley). Cocoa, spice and cherry 

aromas are followed by light, cranberry tart flavors. 
Chocolate notes linger on the finish. It doesn’t stand 
up on its own but has a place at the dinner table. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $NA 

84 Kindred 2018 Pinot Noir (Idaho). Aromas of 
vanilla and cranberry are followed by quite 

oaky fruit flavors that seem to have a perceptible 
touch of sugar. Tart cranberry juice flavors finish 
it off. It comes off as quite clunky, with the variety 
nearly impossible to find. —S.S. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $39 

84 Kindred 2018 Summer Silouette Sangiovese 
(Snake River Valley). The aromas are bright, 

with fruit-forward notes of raspberry and cranberry 
jam. Light, tart cranberry and pink grapefruit fla-
vors follow. —S.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

82 Hells Canyon 2018 Artist Conservation Series 
Cabernet Franc (Snake River Valley). The 

aromas offer notes of vanilla, green pepper and 
cherry. Quite light, tart coconut-filled flavors fol-
low. The oak is heavy and the fruit extremely light. 
—S.S. 
abv: 12.7% Price: $35 

CANADA
CHARDONNAY

94 CheckMate 2017 Queen Taken Chardonnay 
(Golden Mile Bench). For full review see 

page 7. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $100 

93 CheckMate 2017 Knight’s Challenge Char-
donnay (Okanagan Valley). For full review 

see page 9.
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

93 CheckMate 2017 Little Pawn Chardonnay 
(Okanagan Valley). For full review see page 

9. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

92 CheckMate 2017 Attack Chardonnay (Okana-
gan Valley). Two vineyards are in the blend, 

fermented together in a single foudre. It has a Bour-
bon barrel note running across the palate, a seam-
less mix of citrus, apple and green melon. The new 
foudre added some baking spice accents as well, 
and the wine has a pleasing sharpness, along with 
overall balance. Still showing some youthful edges, 
it should continue to evolve nicely over another half 
decade. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $75 

92 CheckMate 2017 Fool’s Mate Chardonnay 
(Okanagan Valley). This is a five-vineyard 

blend, and the fermentation and aging of the vari-
ous lots includes one in foudre and one in concrete 
egg, the rest in barrels. The concrete component 
shows clearly, with a drying minerality. The apple 
and melon fruit is compact and has a metallic 
streak. Give this time to unpack a bit and the flavors 
will expand and lengthen. —P.G. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $75 

92 CheckMate 2017 Queen’s Advantage Char-
donnay (Golden Mile Bench). Sourced from 

the oldest Chardonnay vines in British Columbia, 
this is a rich and deeply concentrated wine. Lush 
peach and Mandarin orange flavors, juicy acidity, a 
seam of caramel and an extended finish all combine 
in a wine of power and grace. —P.G. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

91 CheckMate 2017 Capture Chardonnay (Okana-
gan Valley). This is a flinty, lean but detailed 

wine, all Dijon 76 clone. The palate is focused and 
clean, with a crisp mineral underpinning. The apple 
flavors bring a hint of sea salt, and the wine retains 
its sharp edge through the medium-long finish. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $80 

RIESLING

92 Cave Spring 2019 Estate Grown Riesling 
(Beamsville Bench). This tangy wine has 

a pleasing richness and roundness, balancing the 
tart citrus (lemon skin and flesh) against honey-
comb and hints of crystallized sugar. It’s definitely 
finished dry, just showing enough fruit sweetness 
to counterbalance the acidity. Try it with a lemon 
chicken entrée. —P.G. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Cave Spring 2019 Riesling (Niagara Penin-
sula). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 11% Price: $17 
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PINOT NOIR

93 Martin’s Lane 2016 Fritzi’s Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Okanagan Valley). Fritzi’s is the top 

tier Pinot from this winery, perhaps because it has 
the oldest vines in the single-vineyard collection. 
These were planted in 1997 as many Okanagan Val-
ley vineyards were being repurposed and updated. A 
large golden ear adorns the label, and surely there’s 
a story to go with it, but for now it’s a mystery. A 
mix of berry fruit flavors with a pungent and pen-
etrating vein of pine tar punch down through the 
palate. It’s full and chewy, with moderately astrin-
gent tea-flavored tannins. Mark Anthony Brands 
Inc. —P.G. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $120 

92 Martin’s Lane 2016 DeHart Vineyard Pinot 
Noir (Okanagan Valley). This is the sister 

winery to CheckMate and specializes in Riesling and 
Pinot Noir. It’s fruity and forward, with lovely fla-
vors of blueberry jam. It was fermented in concrete, 
half whole clusters, and aged 17 months in French 
and Austrian oak, giving it a rich, toasty frame. 
Despite its age upon release, it drinks like a younger 
wine that will knit together more completely with 
further bottle age. Mark Anthony Brands Inc. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

92 Martin’s Lane 2016 Naramata Ranch Vine-
yard Pinot Noir (Okanagan Valley). This 

is the sister winery to CheckMate and specializes 
in Riesling and Pinot Noir. This wine has a lovely 
sweetness to the fruit, a mix of blue and purple ber-
ries, Bing cherries and plums. It was fermented in 
concrete and aged in a mix of French and Austrian 
oak. The fruit is generous and the flavors upfront, 
with light details of earth and herb trailing out the 
finish. Mark Anthony Brands Inc. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

91 Martin’s Lane 2016 Simes Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Okanagan Valley). This is the sister winery 

to CheckMate and specializes in Riesling and Pinot 
Noir. This wine, from vines planted just eight years 
earlier, is fresh and appealing, with pretty cherry 
fruit framed in light toast. It’s forward and fruity, 
with a lightness not surprising from such young 
vines. Trailing out the finish are hints of salad 
sprouts. Mark Anthony Brands Inc. —P.G. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $80 

88 Cave Spring 2019 Pinot Noir (Niagara Escarp-
ment). This interesting wine combines light 

red berries with stronger flavors of earth and grape 
skins. It’s astringent, leafy and mildly tart, with the 
herbal components outweighing the lightly ripened 
fruit. Though not for every palate, it’s a serviceable 
wine true to variety as expressed in a cool climate 
region. —P.G. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

MERLOT

94 CheckMate 2017 Opening Gambit Merlot 
(Okanagan Valley). For full review see page 

7. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 CheckMate 2017 Black Rook Merlot (Okana-
gan Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $75 

93 CheckMate 2017 Silent Bishop Merlot (Okan-
agan Valley). For full review see page 9. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

92 CheckMate 2017 End Game Merlot (Okana-
gan Valley). The CheckMate portfolio of 

Merlots is aromatic and dark, and with each new 
vintage the tannins are tamed a bit more and the 
black fruits amplified. Scents of coffee, earth and 
black fruits lead into a somewhat astringent palate 
with similar flavors. Accents of black olive and bak-
ing spice add to the texture and length. It finishes 
with drying flavors of tea leaves and tobacco. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $75 

CABERNET FRANC

87 Cave Spring 2019 Cabernet Franc (Beamsville 
Bench). This is tart to the point of tasting 

underripe, the rhubarb fruit overtaken with streaks 
of green herbs. It quickly moves into flavors of dried 
tea leaves—astringent, lemony and lightly savory. 
—P.G. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

ARGENTINA
TORRONTÉS

88 Anko 2020 Torrontés (Argentina). A light 
nose on this wine contains enough text-

book tropical-fruit aromas to entice, while the pal-
ate is smooth, with short-term acidity that fades 
fast. Tropical flavors of lychee and honeydew are a 
touch yeasty and short, as is the finish, which loses 
its snap quickly. Drink immediately. Vino Del Sol. 
—M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Manos Negras 2020 Torrontés (Salta). Aro-
mas of clover and white wild flowers come 

with a background note of tropical fruits. This wine 
is lean and lemony in feel, but also slightly oily on 
the backpalate. Salty lime and melon flavors show a 
hint of back-end bitterness along with citric tang. 
Uva Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

86 Altocedro 2020 Abras Torrontés (Cafayate). 
This Salta Torrontès opens with light pyr-

azines and aromas of grass, citrus fruits and prickly 
cactus. A plump and chunky palate tips the scales 
towards weighty, while flavors of orange and lychee 

turn slightly bitter on the finish. Vida Wines, LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

84 Caligiore 2020 Grazioso Riojano Torrontés 
(Mendoza). While Torrontés is normally 

a highly aromatic grape, this smells rather empty, 
with barely perceptible notes of citrus and tropical 
fruits. A full and chunky palate reflects the wine’s 
warm interior Mendoza origin. Tropical flavors are 
more bland than bright, as is the finish. Marquee 
Selections. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

WHITE BLEND

89 Amalaya 2020 Torrontés-Riesling (Salta). 
Fresh, inviting tropical aromas are on key 

and helped by the 15% Riesling blended into this 
Salta Torrontés. A medium body is boosted by racy 
acidity, while lychee and citrus flavors are standard 
but nice. A slight oily feel shows on the finish of this 
highly quaffable patio white.Drink now. Folio Fine 
Wine Partners. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

ROSÉS

87 Funckenhausen 2020 Dry Rosé (Mendoza). 
Peachy aromas are light and friendly in this 

Malbec-dominated rosé that comes in a one-liter 
bottle. The wine feels flush and fleshy, but with 
offsetting citric acidity that pops. Flavors of pink 
grapefruit and other citrus fruits are pithy and a 
touch yeasty on a short finish. Drink now. Global 
Vineyard Importers. —M.S. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $15/1 L 

86 La Posta 2020 Rosé of Malbec (Mendoza). 
Vaguely smoky aromas blend with nec-

tarine and melony scents in this Malbec rosé that 
is full in body, with pulpy weight. Mild flavors of 
orange and cantaloupe come with a dash of salt. The 
wine is short on a rounded finish, indicating that 
one should drink it now. Vine Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Domaine Bousquet 2020 Gaia Made with 
Organic Grapes Pinot Noir Rosé (Gualtal-

lary). In this wine, citrus-peel and aged-cheese aro-
mas lead to a slightly dilute palate that’s just crisp 
enough. Papaya and barely ripe cantaloupe flavors 
come with a hint of bitterness. The wine lacks pop 
on the finish. Drink now. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 13.1% Price: $18 

87 Antigal 2020 Uno Rosé (Mendoza). Dry, 
dusty aromas of almond skins, peach pit 

and cantaloupe are mild in front of a full palate that 
tastes melony and slightly stalky. A steady finish 
is balanced in feel, providing good backing for this 
drink-now Mendoza rosé. Cork Alliance. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $NA 
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86 Argento 2020 Minimalista Rosé (Mendoza). 
In this wine, saline and match-stick aromas 

are light on fruit and suggestive of almond skins. A 
plump mouthfeel is loosely structured. The mish-
mash of melon, citrus, red-plum and cherry flavors 
finishes short. Drink the wine now. Pacific Highway 
Wines & Spirits. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

PINOT NOIR

88 Clos d’Argentine 2018 Winemaker’s Selec-
tion Reserva Pinot Noir (Mendoza). In this 

wine, fiery aromas of raspberry and red plum come 
with a topping of barrel smoke and woody spice. A 
full, mostly smooth palate benefits from a jolt of 
acidity, with tastes of cherry, cranberry and milk 
chocolate. The finish is full but turns flat and soft, 
with touches of cocoa and baking spices. W. Direct. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

87 Estancia Uspallata 2016 Pinot Noir (Men-
doza). Weedy funk is the first impression on 

the nose of this high-elevation Pinot, followed by 
notes of orange peel, saucy tomato and earthy berry 
fruits. A tight and grabby palate is short on depth 
and comes across as rough, tasting of tomato and 
racy red-berry fruits.Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $72 

87 Infinito 2018 Winemaker’s Selection Reserve 
Pinot Noir (Uco Valley). Spiced cherry, dry 

leaf and oaky cinnamon aromas open this Pinot, 
which has grabby tannins, mild roughness and some 
heat. Chocolaty oak is attached to plum and cherry 
flavors that linger. The wine doesn’t evolve or 
improve on the finish. Drink now. W. Direct. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $38 

87 Mascota 2018 Unánime Pinot Noir (Men-
doza). In this wine, initial rubbery aromas 

give way to notes of tomato and burnt leaves. A full 
palate with bold acidity bounces along, with pulpy 
weight that doesn’t fully settle. Roasted plum, 
raspberry and smoky oak flavors are demanding. 
The wine is chunky on the finish. Saranty Imports. 
—M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

85 Bodega Rolland 2017 Mariflor Michel Rolland 
Pinot Noir (Mendoza). Heavy oak gives this 

high-alcohol Pinot aromas of creosote, while the 
palate is flabby in feel. Baked, almost stewed berry 
and plum flavors finish with gummy weight and not 
much lift. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

89 Domaine Bousquet 2020 Reserve Made with 
Organic Grapes Cabernet Sauvignon (Tupun-

gato). Earthy, lightly baked berry aromas on this 
wine are full and ripe. It feels fresh, with a bolt of 
acidity that seems natural and not forced or tar-

taric. Spicy, peppery berry and plum flavors finish 
with a hint of herbal green. Drink this wine through 
2023. WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $18 

88 Altocedro 2020 Año Cero Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (La Consulta). A mild, rounded nose 

smells a touch stewy and warm, while this wine 
feels full and jammy, with soft tannins. Berry and 
black-plum flavors are lightly herbal and spicy, 
while the finish tastes slightly green, with modest 
tannins. There’s no need to age this wine. Drink 
through 2023. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $19 

88 Salentein 2019 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Uco Valley). Lactic vanilla opens the nose 

on this wine before giving way to jammy berry and 
plum aromas. Jamminess carries over to the pal-
ate, which is sappy and full but a touch plodding. 
Medicinal berry and plum flavors finish with lightly 
pronounced oak. Drink through 2023. Palm Bay 
International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Domaine Bousquet 2020 Cameleon Organic 
Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon (Tupungato). 

Earthy, slightly baked berry aromas are standard 
for Mendoza Cabernet. This wine is fairly lean and 
light in feel. Racy plum and berry flavors are a touch 
thin, and the wine is fresh on the finish. WISD LLC. 
—M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Domaine Bousquet 2020 Made With Organic 
Grapes Cabernet Sauvignon (Tupungato). In 

this wine, aromas of orange peel and briary berry 
fruits are a touch soupy. A jammy, medium-bodied 
palate is chunky and fairly soft, with integrated tan-
nins that barely register. Black-plum, black-currant 
and spice flavors finish with warmth. Drink now. 
WISD LLC. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

87 Trivento 2019 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Mendoza). For full review see page 24. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

86 Lamadrid 2020 Single Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Agrelo). Jammy berry and 

woody aromas include a brambly note before los-
ing steam. On the palate, this Cabernet is fairly soft 
and light on structure. Berry, black-plum and rocky 
mineral flavors finish with a hint of acidic snap. 
Drink now. Vino Del Sol. —M.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $15 

85 Bodega Norton 2019 Barrel Select Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Mendoza). In this wine, jumbled 

aromas of berry, tomato, warm earth and horserad-
ish lead to a fairly big palate with tartaric burn 
and hollowness in the middle. Slightly green plum 
and berry flavors finish with dry tannins, a note of 
forced oak and saucy acidity. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

84 Alamos 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Men-
doza). Berry aromas are leafy and covered 

with the scent of pasty oak. This Cab feels full, 
chunky and blocky. Flavors of herbal plum, lactic 
oak and sweet baking spices finish steady but with 
underlying green notes. E. & J. Gallo. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

83 Dos Puentes 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon (Uco 
Valley). Herbal berry aromas are lean, spicy 

and don’t hint at much ripeness or concentration. 
A prickly palate with racy acidity is home to spicy 
plum flavors that thin out on a raw finish. BuenaV-
ida Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

MALBEC

94 Viña Cobos 2017 Bramare Malbec (Uco Val-
ley). The nose on this Malbec is pure and 

direct but also lusty and rich, with aromas of black-
berry, wild herbs, fine leather and turned earth. A 
calibrated palate is both lush and vibrant, while 
blackberry, cassis and chocolaty oak flavors fin-
ish with a smokier whack of toasty oak along with 
warmth, depth and length. Drink this exemplary 
Malbec through 2028. Paul Hobbs Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

93 Alta Vista 2017 Single Vineyard Temis El 
Cepillo Malbec (Uco Valley). Aromas of vio-

let petal, dried herb, black plum and blackberry are 
seamless on the nose. This single-vineyard Malbec 
feels deep, dense and ripe, albeit a touch soft and 
wan. Baked-berry and plum flavors are ripe and 
familiar to high-end Uco Valley Malbec. The wine 
is solid but slightly stultified on the finish. Drink 
through 2025. Kobrand. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Antigal 2017 One La Dolores Vineyard Mal-
bec (Gualtallary). For full review see page 9. 

Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $60 

92 Colomé 2018 Estate Malbec (Salta). In this 
wine, a saturated dark color and potent aro-

mas of blackberry, prune and grainy oak lead to a 
deeply layered palate that’s lush and dense. Herbal 
blackberry, cassis and chocolate flavors are fully 
ripe, while this Malbec holds onto its packed-fruit 
character on a long finish with a touch of heat. Drink 
through 2025. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —M.S. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $25 

92 Doña Paula 2017 Selección de Bodega Allu-
via Vineyard Malbec (Gualtallary). Leathery 

blackberry and cassis aromas precede a crisp, linear 
palate with piping acidity. A blast of mixed-berry 
flavors is more surface-level than deep and complex. 
As with the nose and palate, this Malbec from a 
chalk-rich alluvial vineyard finishes with pep. Drink 
through 2032. Prestige Beverage Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $40 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  7 1

91 La Puerta 2018 Reserva Malbec (Famatina 
Valley). For full review see page 15. 

abv: 14% Price: $18 

90 Bieler Family 2019 The Show Malbec (Men-
doza). Earthy berry aromas on this wine are 

darkened by notes of tire rubber and leather. The 
palate is pure and smooth, albeit a bit soft on the 
back side. Plum, wild-berry and mixed-spice flavors 
feed a texturally sound finish. Drink now. Trinchero 
Family Estates. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $15 

90 Familia Blanco 2018 Mairena Ocasión Mal-
bec (Mendoza). A smoky nose with rubbery 

berry fruits smells more rustic than polished, while 
this wine feels stout, grabby and tannic. Savory 
plum and roasted berry flavors come with notes of 
wild herbs and cardamom. The finish is round but 
somewhat hollow in the middle. Drink now. Terroir 
Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $19 

90 Member’s Mark 2019 Malbec (Mendoza). 
For full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $7 

90 Siete Fincas 2020 Selected Vineyards Mal-
bec (Mendoza). Initial black-plum and 

blackberry aromas are rugged and a touch fiery but 
settle nicely with airing. This young Malbec is gen-
erous and uncomplicated on the palate, with grapy 
blackberry and chocolate-cake flavors that finish 
warm and leave a strong sensation of ripe fruit. 
Copa Fina Imports CA. —M.S. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $17 

89 Amalaya 2019 Estate Grown Malbec (Salta). 
Roasted berry and black-plum aromas are a 

touch reduced and pushy, characteristic for high-
elevation Salta Malbec. The palate is bright and 
lifted by acidity that creates a slight sense of raw-
ness. Earthy blackberry flavors are backed by a free-
flowing finish. Drink through 2022. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $14 

89 Manos Negras 2020 Malbec (Mendoza). 
Youthful blackberry and boysenberry aro-

mas are bold and vivid, while this pulpy Malbec is 
full in body but not overweight or sluggish. Black-
berry, cassis and chocolate flavors are common but 
yummy, with a steady finish providing a convincing 
final act. Uva Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 TintoNegro 2020 Malbec (Uco Valley). This 
youthful Malbec opens with a shot of vola-

tility suggestive of balsamic vinegar before wild 
berry and black-plum aromas take over. The palate 
is spongy in texture, with good depth. Spiced plum, 
blackberry and blueberry flavors are straightfor-
ward, with no harshness or tannic bite on the finish. 
Vineyard Brands. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

88 Bodega Norton 2020 1895 Colección Malbec 
(Argentina). Cherry and blackberry aromas 

on this Malbec are a touch powdery and candied, 
with juicy acidity that brightens the palate. Slightly 
salty blackberry and plum flavors run the show. It 
is linear more than layered or deep on the finish. 
Kobrand. Best Buy. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

88 Cavas La Capilla 2018 Abside Reserve Mal-
bec (Mendoza). A raisiny nose opens this 

Malbec that struggles to stay upright and vital. The 
wine feels soft and low on acidity. Prune, roasted 
berry and rubbery flavors finish meaty but timid 
due to the low acidity. Drink now. BuenaVida 
Imports. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $22 

88 El Esteco 2019 Don David Reserve Mal-
bec (Calchaquí Valley). Earthy berry aro-

mas include a light dose of the Calchaquí Valley’s 
typical roasted notes and leafy spice. This Malbec 
from the north of Argentina is full and round, with 
jammy berry flavors that finish with hints of spice 
and earthy herbs. Drink now. Frederick Wildman & 
Sons, Ltd. —M.S. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $15 

88 Familia Blanco 2019 Just Please Malbec 
(Mendoza). Earthy berry aromas are a step 

above standard for everyday Malbec. The palate of 
this wine is a touch choppy and primed with acidity. 
It tastes savory and almost beefy, with good berry 
and plum flavors. The finish continues the same 
themes. Drink now. Terroir Connections. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Mi Terruño 2018 Reserve Malbec (Mendoza). 
Grainy oak sits atop plum and red-currant 

aromas. This Malbec also smells slightly grassy, 
with a note of barrel-based graphite. A racy palate 
is aggressive, with mild burn. Peppery flavors of 
herbal plum and berry fruits finish with oaky left-
overs that simmer with wood spice and heat. Copa 
Fina Imports CA. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

AUSTRALIA
CHARDONNAY

95 Ben Haines 2020 Love in a Mist Swallow-
field Vineyard Gembrook Chardonnay (Yarra 

Valley). In a warm and difficult vintage, Haines’s 
Chardonnay comes in at just 11.2% alcohol. The 
sun-kissed orchard fruit, honeycomb, floral and 
damp hay notes are both bright and rich. The color 
of apple cider and fabulously fresh and beautifully 
textured, this is a restrained and harmonious wine 
that’s just wild enough to turn heads. Pair it with 
a cheese board, or watch it develop in the bottle 
until 2031. Little Peacock Imports. Editors’ Choice. 
—C.P. 
abv: 11.2% Price: $65 

95 Patrick Sullivan 2019 Baw Baw Shire Char-
donnay (Gippsland). This organically 

farmed and minimally made Chardonnay is from 
grapes from volcanic slopes in the Baw Baw Shire 
of Victoria. It strikes a balance between ageworthi-
ness and drinkability. Notes of toasted hazelnut, 
fresh lemon, grapefruit and saline all swirl together 
in this classy, layered bottling. The palate is viscous 
in texture, the fruit buoyed by crystalline acidity. 
Legend Wines. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

94 Punt Road 2020 Napoleone Vineyard Char-
donnay (Yarra Valley). This is a stellar bot-

tling of Punt Road’s Chard, the vines of which have 
reached over 30 years old. This vintage brought low 
yields but high quality for the Yarra region, which 
shows here in intense citrus and peach fruit backed 
by toasted cashew and other barrel-influenced 
characters. The palate is harmonious, textured, 
fresh and restrained. Drink through 2029. Little 
Peacock Imports. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Hollick 2020 The Bard Chardonnay (Coon-
awarra). This Chardonnay is aromatic but 

not overly fruity, with notes of melon, white peach, 
lime, marzipan and flowers. In the mouth it’s slip-
pery textured, with crunchy acidity and pithy cit-
rus characters. It is an easygoing Chard for drinking 
now or over the next few years. Serge Doré Selec-
tions. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

86 Hollick 2020 Bond Road Chardonnay (Coon-
awarra). This is a ripe, fruity Chardonnay 

offers up aromas of citrus and melon fruit, subtle 
florals, a slightly odd vegetal, stalky note and some 
oak spice. The palate is rich and wanting for more 
freshness. The fruit falls a bit flat as a result. Serge 
Doré Selections. —C.P. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

RIESLING

93 Best’s 2020 Riesling (Great Western). This 
historic estate in western Victoria consis-

tently produces well-structured, balanced Riesling. 
Tightly knit at first, let it warm in the glass to fully 
enjoy the waxy lemon-lime, floral and subtler min-
eral aromas. The palate is a tightrope walk of acid-
ity, texture and fruit weight. A classy Riesling that 
doesn’t need to scream to be seen. Pair with any-
thing from the sea, from oysters to fish and chips, or 
for more honeyed complexity, cellar until 2030, at 
least. Little Peacock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 D’Arenberg 2020 The Dry Dam Riesling 
(South Australia). This is a fruity, well-

priced Riesling for drinking cold on a hot day. Lime-
ade and orange blossom notes are complimented 
by a slippery texture and just a hint of sweetness. 
Straightforward but refreshing and harmonious. 
Old Bridge Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 10% Price: $17 
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88 Wakefield 2020 Estate Label Riesling (Clare 
Valley). There’s a Band-Aid-like note that’s 

sometimes found in New World Riesling at the start 
here, but underneath lie more pleasant aromas of 
lemon, honey and crème brûlée. Acidity is crisp, 
juggling the fleshy fruit. There’s just a touch of 
sweetness (but this feels dry overall), and a burn of 
sulfur on the finish. Taub Family Selections. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

OTHER WHITE WINES

91 Delinquente 2020 Hell Arinto (Riverland). 
This presents as a slightly hazy, honey-col-

ored orange wine. A restrained perfume of ginger, 
orange peel and honeysuckle flows to a palate that’s 
medium- to full-bodied, with a richness that is bal-
anced by gentle acidity and a tug of skinsy tannins. 
There’s a raw beauty here that makes it feel extra 
easy to drink. Hudson Wine Brokers. —C.P. 
abv: 11% Price: $29 

92 Delinquente 2020 Hell Malvasia (Riverland). 
This Malvasia is fermented part whole 

bunch, part on skins. It’s vibrant, fresh and utterly 
charming. The aromas burst from the glass like 
a rocket, sending sparks of pineapple, grapefruit, 
lemon juice, honeysuckle and fresh ginger. The 
palate is more restrained than the nose suggests, 
thanks to fabulous natural acidity that lifts a slip-
pery texture and a tickle of skinsy tannins. As the 
Aussies say, this is a smashable wine if there ever 
was one. Drink up. Hudson Wine Brokers. Editors’ 
Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 10% Price: $29 

89 Ben Haines 2020 Gruyere Chardonnay-Pinot 
Noir (Yarra Valley). This blend of 85% Char-

donnay and 15% Pinot Noir draws comparisons to 
a still Champagne in both the blend and the flavor 
profile. Pale in color, it’s a little reductive at first but 
soon opens in the glass to offer lemon-lime, autumn 
orchard fruit, buttered brioche and a warm gravel 
character. It’s a slightly odd if not unappealing nose. 
The palate is creamy with pointy-shouldered acidity 
and an herbal, green vegetal bass note. Little Pea-
cock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

ROSÉ

90 Delinquente 2020 Hell Rosé (Riverland). 
This rosé, a quirky blend of organically 

farmed Malvasia, Albariño, Fernão Pires and San-
giovese, is the color of a radiant pink-orange sunset. 
The nose is perfumed with ripe melon, white peach, 
tangerine and orchard blossom notes. The palate 
wants for a bit more freshness to balance the rich-
ness of fruit, but a skinsy, pithy bite, like tangerine 
rind, finishes bright. Hudson Wine Brokers. —C.P. 
abv: 11% Price: $29 

PINOT NOIR

94 Ben Haines 2020 Make a Wilderness Nine 
One Six Vineyard Steels Creek Pinot Noir 

(Yarra Valley). Ben Haines’s specialty is in making 
highly textural, drink-now cool climate wines, but 
this is a Pinot firmly for the cellar. The nose is fairly 
quiet, but cherry, blueberry, floral, sap and savory 
characters paddle just beneath the surface, suggest-
ing layers of flavor still to come. The palate is tightly 
structured with fine, talc-like tannins that cinch 
but never fight with the fresh fruit and excellent 
natural acidity. Drink 2023–2030. Little Peacock 
Imports. Cellar Selection. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

94 Ben Haines 2020 Steels Creek Pinot Noir 
(Yarra Valley). There’s a completeness to 

Haines’s wines that make them easy to love. This 
Pinot is open and appealing yet complex and evoca-
tive. There’s an Aussie bush vibe here: fresh, bram-
bly purple and red berries cohabiting with wild, 
scrubby herbs and flowers still nestled in warm 
Yarra Valley dirt and stones. And there’s a hint of 
baking spice. The mouthfeel is highly textural, with 
silky fruit and well-placed tannins. Little Peacock 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —C.P. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

91 Punt Road 2020 Pinot Noir (Yarra Valley). 
This is bright and bouncy Yarra Pinot with-

out much too winemaking fuss. The nose is as 
vibrant and red-berried as the cherry color suggests, 
backed by soft savory, spicy and sappy notes, thanks 
to some whole-bunch fermentation, and pretty rose 
petal notes, too. The palate is lightweight but with 
fleshy fruit. There’s not as much crunchy acid-
ity one might hope for in this style, but chill down 
slightly and it’s likely to be a major crowd-pleaser. 
Little Peacock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

90 Happs 2020 Pinot Noir (Margaret River). 
Fruit for this Pinot is from the compara-

tively cool Karridale subregion of southern Marga-
ret River, yet it’s still on the rich side. Purple-hued, 
it offers aromas of black cherry, violet, tobacco leaf, 
tar, oatmeal-like oak and a dash of savory spice. The 
palate is medium- to full-bodied. The oak is pres-
ent, but there’s depth of flavor and leathery tannin 
structure that feels a touch astringent on the finish. 
Little Peacock Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $25 

88 Bec Hardy 2020 Pertaringa Lakeside Pinot 
Noir (Adelaide). This Pinot initially feels 

quite ripe and oak driven, but give it time to open 
and those charred barrel and savory herbal notes 
take a back seat to the blueberries, strawberries and 
violets. On the palate the fruit is ripe and juicy, sup-
ported by the oak and a savory cinch of tannins. It’s 
chewy and big in some corners, but overall it offers 
bang for the buck considering the sub-$20 price 
point. Mack & Schuhle Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

SHIRAZ

91 Kangarilla Road 2018 Shiraz (McLaren Vale). 
Yields were down but quality was up in the 

2018 vintage, and this wine demonstrates this 
beautifully. It’s expressive and perfumed with notes 
of Satsuma plum and raspberry preserves under-
pinned by more floral, spice and licorice characters. 
The tannins play nicely beside the acidity. Fruit is 
fresh yet supple, supported by secondary flavors 
that add complexity. There’s an energy to this wine 
that can be hard to find in other Shiraz from the 
Vale. It would make an intriguing food pairing. 
Drink now–2030. M Imports, LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Wakefield 2019 Promised Land Shiraz (South 
Australia). For full review see page 22. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

90 Paringa 2019 Shiraz (South Australia). For 
full review see page 23. Best Buy. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

89 Wirra Wirra 2019 Scrubby Rise Shiraz 
(McLaren Vale). Wirra Wirra’s workhorse 

wine is a touch reductive when first poured, but it 
soon reveals typical South Aussie Shiraz notes of 
plump plum, ground pepper, chocolate, mint and 
licorice. It’s full-bodied, with dusty tannins and a 
baked earthy character amid the plushness of the 
fruit and peppery spice. Negociants USA–Winebow. 
Best Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

88 Nugan Family Estates 2018 McLaren Parish 
Vineyard Shiraz (McLaren Vale). This is an 

old school style of South Aussie Shiraz, all power 
and ripeness, but there’s plenty to like in the juicy 
plum and brambly berry, chocolate, mint and other 
herbal notes. Tannins are chewy but supportive of 
all that supple fruit on the muscular palate. Mealy, 
chocolaty oak is a little prominent, but the varietal 
character still wins out. Protein and a decanter are 
necessities here. Southern Starz, Inc. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

87 Hugh Hamilton 2018 The Rascal Shiraz 
(McLaren Vale). This wine checks the South 

Aussie Shiraz boxes. It’s plush and fruity, offering 
plush plum and currant fruit and an underbelly of 
vanilla, pepper and some savory spice. A wine that’s 
medium to full in weight, the succulent fruit carries 
through on the palate, gripped by savory tannins. 
There’s freshness, in spite of its suppleness. Vino 
Logics. —C.P. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $25 

85 Tussock Jumper 2019 Shiraz (Australia). 
There’s a synthetic cola and chocolaty oak 

note on the opening of this wine that overshadows 
the plush blackberry fruit and black pepper. The 
acidity juts out and tannins are drying, souring the 
fruit. Tri-Vin Imports. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 
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85 Zonte’s Footstep 2018 Chocolate Factory 
Shiraz (McLaren Vale). This wine starts out 

with a reductive, musty funk, the plump fruit get-
ting somewhat overshadowed. There’s an earthy, 
herbal note at the back. On the palate, the fruit is 
tightly wound by muscular tannins and the elevated 
acidity makes the fruit feel a bit sour on the finish. 
Artisans & Vines. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

RED BLENDS

92 Delinquente 2020 Hell (Riverland). Made 
from an unusual blend of Italian and Portu-

guese grape varieties organically grown in the River-
land, this red is unmistakably natural in style, while 
never veering too far into the wilds, thanks to its 
solid backbone. Brambly berries still on the bush, 
tree sap, earthy spice, olive and floral notes; they’re 
are all there. Tannins are sinewy with a gentle but 
supportive tug. Acidity is lifted, giving a crunch to 
the fruit. Earthy, autumnal vibes make this perfect 
for rustic French fare like charcuterie and rillettes, 
or, if drinking chilled in summer, with a veg-filled 
barbecue. Hudson Wine Brokers. Editors’ Choice. 
—C.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

90 Barossa Valley Estate 2018 G-S-M (Barossa 
Valley). This cherry-hued blend is fresh 

and modern. Despite some jammy characters, the 
strawberry and pomegranate fruit is bright and 
appealing, underpinned by floral and more meaty, 
savory spice tones. The juicy, silky fruit continues 
on the medium-weight palate, held in place by talc-
like tannins. Chill down slightly and drink with bar-
becue fare on a warm day. Delegat USA, Inc. Best 
Buy. —C.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $13 

90 Kilikanoon 2018 Killerman’s Run G-S-M 
(Clare Valley). This is a lovely example of 

this classic Aussie blend from relatively cool Clare 
Valley climes. High-toned brambly berry aromas 
like blueberry and raspberry mingle with savory 
spice and floral notes. The palate is full-figured but 
shows restraint thanks to a lift of acidity and chis-
eled, supportive tannins. Old Bridge Cellars. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Langmeil 2018 Three Gardens G-S-M 
(Barossa). This is a dense, savory, old 

school-style GSM blend that needs some time in the 
glass to open up. When it does it offers notes of ripe 
plum and currant alongside black olive and a pan 
scrapings character, like the leftovers of a roast veg-
etable, rosemary and thyme dish. The palate is full 
and balanced but has a gauzy, heavyset feel. Tannins 
are granular and savory amid the plump fruit. Epi-
curean Wines. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Yalumba 2019 The Y Series Shiraz-Viognier 
(South Australia). This is a ripe, somewhat 

confected, Shiraz-Viognier blend from the winery 
that put the latter variety on the Aussie map. Notes 

of berry and plum fruit swirl with cola, peppery 
spice and dried herbs. Acidity and tannins are pro-
nounced if a little angry, although the freshness is 
welcome amid the muscles and richness of the fruit. 
A weeknight barbecue wine. Winebow. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

87 Thorn Clarke 2018 Shotfire G-S-M (Barossa). 
This is a full-figured GSM blend with dense, 

fleshy red and black fruit aromas backed by earthy 
spices and a good lick of vanilla cola from the oak 
influence. The palate is rich with plush fruit woven 
through with taut, muscular tannins. Kysela Père et 
Fils. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $28 

86 Blackbilly 2016 Single Vineyard G-S-M 
(McLaren Vale). This rich red blend wears 

its bottle age. While the red and black berries are 
starting to feel baked and raisiny, they’re comple-
mented by gentle herbs and spices, florals and a bit 
of charred oak. The palate still offers up some fresh-
ness amid the fading fruit and chewy, oaky tannins. 
Not quite a vibrant and harmonious wine, but still 
drinkable nonetheless if you act fast. Ecosur Group, 
LLC. —C.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

PORTUGAL
WHITE WINES

MINHO

94 Aveleda 2019 Parcela do Roseiral Alvarinho 
(Minho). Produced in a parcel close to the 

Aveleda family house, this wine reveals consider-
able depths. With a touch of spice to balance the 
baked-apple and zesty lemon flavors, this perfectly 
ripe wine is ready to drink. Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Aveleda 2019 Solos de Granito Alvarinho 
(Minho). This is one of a pair of wines that 

showcases different soil types and Alvarinho. From 
vines on granite soil, this wine is tightly textured, 
with intense tangy white fruits and a strong, steely 
edge. The wine will be better as it softens further 
and matures. Drink from 2022. Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

92 Aveleda 2019 Solos de Xisto Alvarinho 
(Minho). This wine is one of two that high-

lights Alvarinho grown in different soil types. In 
schist soil, the grape gives a mineral character that 
dominates the texture and the white fruits. This 
wine will be even better as it softens. Drink from 
2022. Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Quinta de Paços 2020 Morgado do Perdigão 
Alvarinho-Loureiro (Minho). From a vine-

yard dating to the 16th century, this wine is ripe, 
full in rich white-fruit flavors. With its edge of min-
erality from the granite soil and zestiness, the wine 

is worth aging. Drink from 2022. Summit Selec-
tions. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

88 João Cabral Almeida 2020 Camaleão 
Alvarinho (Minho). This softly textured 

wine offers baked-apple flavors. With its perfumed 
acidity and freshly textured minerality, the wine is 
young, vibrant and ready to drink. Alt Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

88 Quinta Vinha da Lage 2020 Hiatus Alvarinho 
(Minho). For full review see page 23. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14% Price: $11 

87 Quinta de Paços 2020 Casa de Paços Fernão 
Pires (Minho). The Fernão Pires grape, more 

commonly found in the south of Portugal, offers a 
warm character this far north. Fresh citrus is bal-
anced by ripe white-peach and red-apple flavors. 
Drink the wine now. Summit Selections. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

VINHO VERDE

94 Anselmo Mendes 2018 Expressões Colheita 
Alvarinho (Vinho Verde). This producer is 

always at home when he creates an Alvarinho from 
the Minho Valley. Now approaching maturity, this 
ripe wine retains the minerality of granite in the 
region. Juicy lime has softened into a spicy texture 
giving a wine that is ready to drink. Grape2Glass. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

93 Anselmo Mendes 2018 Private Alvarinho 
(Vinho Verde). This limited-edition, 

wood-aged wine shows the aging potential of fine 
Alvarinho. The brightness may have gone, but it has 
been replaced by density, spice, touches of mango 
and a rich aftertaste. Drink the wine now. Grape-
2Glass. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Anselmo Mendes 2019 Private Loureiro 
(Vinho Verde). Spice and ripe white fruits 

go easily together in this ripe, full and very ready 
to drink wine. Acidity has had time to soften and 
allow the wine’s richness to come through. Drink 
now. Grape2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

92 Aveleda 2019 Parcela do Convento Loureiro 
(Vinho Verde). This is one of the producer’s 

impressive range of single-vineyard wines. High-
altitude vines give a wine that is dense, blending 
the forward citrus character with textured acidity 
and a mix of lemon and yellow fruits. While ready 
to drink, the wine will be even better from 2022. 
Aveleda Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

91 Anselmo Mendes 2020 Muros Antigos 
Alvarinho (Vinho Verde). This wine has the 
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creamy richness associated with Alvarinho from 
the Minho Valley. Ripe green fruits, minerality and 
a tangy texture lead into a zesty, fruity aftertaste. 
Drink from 2022. Grape2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

90 Anselmo Mendes 2020 Muros Antigos Lou-
reiro (Vinho Verde). From the Lima Valley, 

this full, fruity wine shows complexity. A mineral 
texture and perfumed acidity come together with 
lime and grapefruit flavors. Drink from late 2021. 
Grape2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

88 Anselmo Mendes 2020 Pássaros Escolha 
Alvarinho-Loureiro (Vinho Verde). Half-and-

half Alvarinho and Loureiro, this textured wine is 
crisp with green fruits along with bright kiwi and 
apple ripeness. Drink this lively wine now. Grape-
2Glass. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

86 Companhia das Quintas 2020 Portal da 
Vinha (Vinho Verde). This wine is crisp 

and lemon scented, with lively bright acidity. Just 
off dry and brimming with fruitiness, the wine is 
refreshing. Drink now. Sarmento’s Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $13 

86 Quinta de Paços 2020 Casa de Paços Lou-
reiro-Arinto (Vinho Verde). Packed with 

fruit, this crisp wine is tangy, full of zesty lemon. 
Brightly textured and still on the young side, it will 
benefit from a few more months in bottle. Drink 
from late 2021. Summit Selections. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $9 

85 Quinta de Paços 2020 Casa de Paços Loureiro 
(Vinho Verde). Just lightly off dry, this wine 

combines soft fruitiness with crisp lemon acidity. 
With a touch of spice, the wine is perfumed, lightly 
textured and ready to drink. Summit Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $12 

84 Companhia das Quintas 2020 Tradição 
(Vinho Verde). A medium-sweet style of 

wine, this is light and fruity. With a prickle on the 
tongue, the wine is fresh, with citrus and lemon 
sherbet flavors. Drink now. Sarmento’s Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 10.5% Price: $13 

84 Quinta do Ferro 2019 Ferro (Vinho Verde). 
Off dry and with crisp green fruits, this is a 

light, bright wine. Lemon zest and plenty of acidity 
make for a fresh summer drink. Red Wolf Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $15 

DOURO

88 Casca Wines 2020 Monte Cascas Colheita 
(Douro). Tightly textured with acidity and 

minerality, this wine has a touch of nutmeg from 
wood aging. That balances well with a fresh back-

drop of kiwi and ripe pear flavors. The wine is ready 
to drink. Cellar Wines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

87 Quinta da Devesa 2020 Branco (Douro). This 
wine, a blend of four Douro grape varieties, 

is floral, crisp with acidity and lively, vivid acidity. 
The wine is fresh and full of citrus and bright fruit 
flavors. Drink from 2022. Red Wolf Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 87% Price: $16 

85 Secret Spot Wines 2020 Lacrau Field Blend 
(Douro). A field blend from five varieties, 

this is an attractively perfumed wine. It is light with 
acidity and ripe with kiwi and grapefruit flavors. 
The wine is ready to drink. Rachel Farah Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

83 Quinta de São José 2019 Flor de S. José 
(Douro). Despite the petrol aroma, this 

wine has some attractive white fruits. But it shows 
a green, asparagus character that is not agreeable. 
Vieux Vins, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

DÃO

93 Textura Wines 2018 Textura da Estrela (Dão). 
This wood-aged wine is rich with spice and 

toastiness as well as generous white fruits. A full 
blend dominated by Encruzado and Bical, it has 
apple and grapefruit flavors that are softening well. 
It will be ready from 2022. JD Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

90 Freire Lobo 2020 Vigno Branco (Dão). Dom-
inated by creamy Encruzado, this wine is 

ripe and packed with white fruits. Light mineral-
ity gives the wine a fine texture with a steely edge. 
Drink now. Beaune Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $12 

89 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos 2020 Pinha 
Ribeiro Santo Encruzado (Dão). Pure Encru-

zado, ripe and creamy, has produced a smoothly tex-
tured wine. It is young, with vibrant green fruits as 
well as pear, and needs to soften for a few months. 
Drink the wine from 2022. Iberian Wine Importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

87 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos 2020 Pinha 
Ribeiro Santo (Dão). Perfumed Malvasia 

Fina has a star role in this wine. It is floral, hinting 
at honey as a contrast to the lemon acidity. Drink 
this wine from 2022. Iberian Wine Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

LISBOA

90 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Escada Reserva Arinto (Lis-
boa). For full review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 11.5% Price: $15 

89 Adega Mãe 2020 Dory (Lisboa). Viosinho 
gives this wine an attractive perfumed 

character. With top white-wine consultant Anselmo 
Mendes involved, the wine shows good balance and 
a fresh edge that is irresistible, along with a bright 
lemon aftertaste. Drink now. Aidil Wines/Old World 
Import. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

89 DFJ Vinhos 2019 Portada Reserva (Lisboa). 
A complex blend of four grapes has pro-

duced this simple, attractively fruity wine. Tangy 
and with a touch of minerality, the wine is layered 
with crisp white fruits and citrus. Drink now. Tri-
Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

88 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Grand’Arte Alvarinho (Lis-
boa). Alvarinho, a northern Portugal grape, 

benefits from the ocean climate of Lisboa to guard 
its freshness and crisp apple flavors. Bright and 
lightly mineral in texture, this wine is perfumed and 
ready to drink. Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 Adega Mãe 2020 Pinta Negra Branco (Lis-
boa). The fruitiness of Arinto and Fernão 

Pires in combination is displayed well in this fresh, 
crisp wine. Its bright character is refreshing, tangy 
and ready to drink. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Aluado Chardonnay (Lis-
boa). A fragrant, fruity wine, this has attrac-

tive acidity and a succulent creamy character that 
brings out white fruits and kiwi flavors. The wine is 
ready to drink. Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Paxis Arinto (Lisboa). With 
its crisp, lemony character and bright acid-

ity, this wine is lightly textured and ready to drink. 
Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Portada Winemaker’s Selec-
tion (Lisboa). Bright lemon flavors shine in 

this blend of seven grapes. Fruitiness is paralleled 
by an aromatic quality as well as attractive cit-
rus and spice. The wine is ready to drink. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

86 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Paxis White (Lisboa). A 
blend dominated by Fernão Pires, this 

wine is ripe and soft, with red-apple and lime fla-
vors. Packed with fruit, it is ready to drink. Tri-Vin 
Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

TEJO

92 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2019 Dona Isa-
bel Juliana (Tejo). Alvarinho, Viosinho and 

Fernão Pires come together in this wood-aged wine. 
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Its spice and croissant flavors along with the attrac-
tive, soft texture indicate the wine’s aging potential. 
It is still young and should be ready from 2022. Tri-
Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

91 Falua 2019 Conde Vimioso Reserva Arinto 
(Tejo). Ripe and spicy, this wood-aged wine 

is intense with citrus and apple fruits and a defining 
toastiness. The wine has potential but is still com-
ing together. It will reveal more of its fine character 
from 2022. Vintage Wine Marketing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Falua 2020 Conde Vimioso Sommelier Edi-
tion (Tejo). Partly wood aged, this wine was 

blended by Portuguese sommeliers. It is ripe, with a 
poised and elegant texture. Fresh acidity contrasts 
with touches of pineapple, kiwi and lime. The wine 
is still a little young, so drink from 2022. Vintage 
Wine Marketing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

89 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2020 Lagoalva 
Reserva Arinto-Chardonnay (Tejo). Defi-

nitely ripe, this wine has a full texture and rich 
white-fruit and citrus flavors. A touch of minerality 
balances the intense fruitiness. Drink from 2022. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Casa Cadaval 2019 Reserva (Tejo). This 
smoothly textured, ripe wine has soft white 

fruit and light wood-aging flavors. Fragrant and 
crisp, the wine is ready to drink. VOS Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

88 Falua 2020 Conde Vimioso Colheita Selec-
cionada (Tejo). A well-textured wine, this 

is fresh with citrus while also having a tight struc-
ture and good minerality. Crisp and crunchy with 
ripe green apples, it is ready to drink. Vintage Wine 
Marketing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Casa Cadaval 2019 Vinha Padre Pedro (Tejo). 
A perfumed, light and fresh wine, this is 

immediately enjoyable. With lemon and crisp 
green-apple flavors, the wine has a bright feel. It is 
ready to drink. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

87 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2020 Talhão 1 
(Tejo). A blend of five grapes, this wine is 

freshly fruity and lightly crisp. With bright acidity 
and lemon flavors, the wine is vibrant, perfumed 
and ready to drink. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

87 Quinta do Casal Branco 2020 Alvarinho 
(Tejo). This pleasant, bright wine has faint 

varietal hints. Its attraction is the fruitiness, with 
crisp lemon and perfumed acidity. Drink now. Tri-
Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2020 Vudu 
Alvarinho (Tejo). This attractive, gently tex-

tured wine exudes fresh lemon and bright acidity. 
Fruity and crisp with a hint of apricot, the wine is 
ready to drink. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 11% Price: $13 

86 Quinta da Ribeirinha 2020 Vale de Lobos 
Fernão Pires (Tejo). This softly textured 

wine offers apple and ripe pear flavors. With a good 
depth of fruit as well as richness, it will be at its 
best from 2022. P.R. Grisley Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Quinta do Casal Branco 2020 Lobo e Falcão 
(Tejo). A blend of Fernão Pires with a touch 

of Sauvignon Blanc for extra fruitiness, this wine is 
lively, with young green-fruit flavors. It is ready to 
drink. Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2020 Lagoalva 
Sauvignon Blanc (Tejo). A soft style of Sau-

vignon Blanc, this has hints of zesty gooseberry set 
against peach and pineapple. The wine is fresh, 
with a fruity aftertaste. Drink now. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $13 

85 Quinta do Casal Branco 2019 Terra de Lobos 
(Tejo). This bright wine has softened eas-

ily and gracefully over the last year, bringing fresh 
lemon and grapefruit flavors alongside a tangy tex-
ture. Drink the wine now. Tri-Vin Imports. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $10 

ALENTEJANO

90 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Esquecido Arinto (Alentejano). Highly 

perfumed, with a soft texture and touches of wood 
aging, this wine is balanced. It harmonizes white 
fruits, toastiness and lemon acidity. Drink the wine 
now. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

90 Encosta do Guadiana 2018 Herdade Paço 
do Conde Reserva Antão Vaz (Alentejano). 

Made exclusively from the local Antão Vez grape, 
this wine has been lightly wood aged, adding spice 
to the white-fruit flavors. Smooth, rich and well 
balanced, it is full of concentration and is ready to 
drink. Diniz Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

88 Herdade Grande 2020 Colheita Seleccio-
nada (Alentejano). A blend of four grapes, 

this wine is refreshingly fruity but has good acidity 
and texture that give shape and concentration. Full 
of white and citrus fruits, it is ready to drink Olde 
World Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

88 Lusovini 2019 Sericaia (Alentejano). This 
is a creamy wine, smoothly textured with 

white-fruit flavors and spicy acidity. A perfumed, 
crisp character is immediately appealing. The wine 
is ready to drink. Lusovini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

86 Casa Relvas 2020 Herdade de São Miguel 
Colheita Seleccionada (Alentejano). This 

bright, lightly perfumed wine is fresh and crisp. 
With its apple-skin flavor and lively acidity, the 
wine has a young texture. Drink from late 2021. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

OTHER WHITE WINES

88 Casca Wines 2020 Monte Cascas Colheita 
(Beira Interior). This softly textured wine 

from the mountainous Portuguese interior is lightly 
wood aged, giving a touch of toast to the baked-
apple and lemon flavors. It is a fresh wine, ready 
to drink now. Suitable for vegans. Organic. Cellar 
Wines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

88 Quinta de Paços 2020 Cotovia Moscatel 
Galego Branco (Portuguese Table Wine). In a 

departure for the northern Minho region, this wine 
is made from Moscatel, giving it a perfumed char-
acter. It is ripe with spice and lychee fruits, with a 
crisp texture. Drink the wine now. Summit Selec-
tions. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $12 

86 José Maria da Fonseca 2020 Waterdog 
(Península de Setúbal). Ripe Arinto has 

softened into this apple- and apricot-flavored wine. 
It is lightly textured, with a crisp underlay of cit-
rus and freshness. Drink the wine now. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

SPARKLING WINE

90 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos NV Ribeiro 
Santo Blanc de Noirs (Portugal). A blend of 

Touriga Nacional and Pinheira (known in Spain as 
Rufete), this crisp, fruity sparkling wine has citrus 
and green-apple flavors. These are supported by an 
edge of tannin from the two naturally tannic red 
grapes in the blend. Drink this food-friendly wine 
now. Green Bus Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $30 

ROSÉS

87 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Portada Winemaker’s Selec-
tion Rosé (Lisboa). This ripe, soft wine offers 

a fine blend of strawberry and citrus flavors. The 
wine has warmth as well as fresh acidity. Drink now. 
Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

86 Casa Relvas 2020 Herdade de São Miguel 
Colheita Seleccionada Rosé (Alentejano). 
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This bright wine has touches of red fruits, tangy 
citrus and a finish of spice and pepper. The wine is 
ready to drink. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Companhia das Quintas 2020 Portas da Her-
dade Rosé (Alentejano). Made from Touriga 

Nacional, this is a perfumed wine. The light struc-
ture underlines the fruitiness, giving a bright, tex-
tured aftertaste. Drink now. Sarmento’s Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

86 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos 2019 Pinha 
Ribeiro Santo Rosé (Dão). Now totally ready 

to drink, this wine has ripe lemon and red-currant 
fruits. These flavors have softened into the spice 
and pepper character and light texture of the wine. 
Iberian Wine Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $13 

86 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2020 Lagoalva 
Rosé (Tejo). Bright citrus and red-currant 

flavors have been attractively blended in this fresh-
faced wine. Light and bright, it is ready to drink. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: NA Price: $14 

85 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Paxis Rosé (Lisboa). This 
is a soft, raspberry-flavored wine. With its 

lightly off-dry character and spicy caramel flavor, 
it offers attractive ripe fruits and is ready to drink. 
Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

85 Quinta de Paços 2020 Casa de Paços Rosé 
(Vinho Verde). One of the more attractive 

Vinho Verde rosés made from the Vinhão grape, 
this is fresh, with bright acidity and a crisp texture. 
The wine is ready to drink. Summit Selections. Best 
Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $9 

PORTUGAL
RED WINES

DOURO

94 Quinta de São José 2017 Grande Reserva 
(Douro). Produced from the oldest vines of 

the quinta, this wine is dense and concentrated. Its 
power has been channeled into the rich tannins and 
juicy black fruits. The wine is developing slowly and 
surely and will be at its impressive best from 2023. 
Vieux Vins, Inc. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

92 Quinta de São José 2017 Reserva (Douro). 
This estate in the heart of the Douro vine-

yards has produced a darkly rich wine. With pow-
erful tannins still in place, it continues to develop. 
The wine will show its density and mature concen-
tration from 2022. Vieux Vins, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

91 Quinta de São José 2018 Touriga Nacional 
(Douro). Matured in large barrels for a year, 

this wine is richly textured, perfumed and with lay-
ers of black fruits. The wine’s minerality, typical of 
the Douro, gives an attractive crunch, along with 
acidity at the end. Drink from 2022. Vieux Vins, 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 João Cabral Almeida 2017 Destino The 
Fifth Empire (Douro). Ripe and smoky, this 

black-fruit and licorice-flavored wine has plenty of 
rich tannins to support the maturing flavors. It is a 
dense while balanced wine, concentrated from old 
vines and with more aging ahead of it. Drink from 
2022. Alt Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Lusovini 2018 Ares do Douro Hidrângeas 
Reserva (Douro). Bold and ripe, this is a for-

ward wine, solid with black fruits, dark tannins and 
acidity. The wine has richness and layers of fruits all 
ready to develop further. Drink from 2022. Lusovini 
USA. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

90 Quinta da Devesa 2017 Tinto (Douro). This 
estate based in the western Douro vine-

yards has produced a generous, full-bodied wine. 
Red-fruit and blackberry flavors are balanced by 
tannins, minerality and a dense texture. The wine 
is not quite ready, so wait to drink until 2022 Red 
Wolf Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

89 Quinta de São José 2017 Douro. Almost 
mature, this wine has tannins that have 

comfortably softened, giving richness to the black 
fruits. The estate wine from this producer, it should 
be ready to drink from 2022. Vieux Vins, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Casca Wines 2020 Monte Cascas Colheita 
(Douro). The three top red grapes of the 

Douro have been comfortably blended in this bright 
and fruity wine. Aged for six months in wood, the 
wine has a touch of spice to go with the berry fruits 
and acidity. Drink now. Suitable for vegans. Cellar 
Wines Distributing. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

DÃO

93 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos 2016 Pedro & 
Inês (Dão). This wine is perfumed and beau-

tifully structured with blackberry fruits. The min-
eral framework goes with the tannins in a rich blend 
that is now ready to drink. Iberian Wine Importers. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $39 

93 Textura Wines 2018 Textura da Estrela (Dão). 
Aged in wood for 15 months, this wine is 

still firm and packed with tannins. Happily, the per-
fumed black-currant fruits and acidity are develop-

ing well, promising a rich wine for the future. Drink 
from 2024. JD Selections. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

91 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos 2018 Ribeiro 
Santo Reserva (Dão). Oak aged for nine 

months, this wine shows a generous structure that 
has been smoothed by the wood and given a spicy 
character. A juicy black-fruit component shines 
brightly through the tannins. The wine is almost 
there. Drink from 2022. Green Bus Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

91 Textura Wines 2018 Pretexto (Dão). All four 
of the Dão’s main red grapes go into this 

richly structured wine. It has the firm edge of fruit 
grown on granite soil, juicy but dry and firm at this 
stage. It needs to age, so wait to drink until 2023. JD 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

LISBOA

90 DFJ Vinhos 2018 Aluado Reserva Alicante 
Bouschet (Lisboa). For full review see page 

18. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

90 DFJ Vinhos 2017 Casa do Lago Grande 
Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon (Lisboa). For 

full review see page 22. Best Buy. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

89 DFJ Vinhos 2017 Grand’Arte Alicante Bous-
chet (Lisboa). Dense black fruit and touches 

of bacon and spice give this richly structured wine 
both fruits and a complex texture. The wine is ripe 
and textured with tannins, meaning it is likely to 
age further. Drink from 2022. Multiple U.S. import-
ers. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

88 Adega Mãe 2020 Copo 3 (Lisboa). Named 
after the half-pint glass that was popular 

for wine in Portuguese bars, this fresh and fruity 
wine is lively with acidity and blackberry flavors. 
It is ready to drink. Aidil Wines/Old World Import. 
Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $9 

88 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Tradição 
Reserva (Lisboa). A wood-aged blend of 

Touriga Nacional, Syrah and Aragonez, this is dense 
and ripe. Dark black fruits are perfumed, fragrant 
with acidity and solidly textured for aging. Drink 
from 2022. Sarmento’s Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 DFJ Vinhos 2020 Aluado Alicante Bouschet 
(Lisboa). Rich, structured Alicante Bous-

chet gives black-plum and black-cherry flavors 
along with a core of firm tannins. This wine finishes 
with crisp acidity. Drink now. Lionstone Interna-
tional. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 
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88 DFJ Vinhos 2019 Alta Corte (Lisboa). High-
lighting the red Caladoc grape, something of 

a specialty for this producer, this wine shows ripe 
tannins along with perfumed red-berry fruits. It is 
juicy and will be ready to drink from late 2021. Dio-
nysos Imports Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10 

87 DFJ Vinhos 2019 Portada Lote DFJ (Lisboa). 
Soft and fruity, this wine has bright red 

fruits and lively acidity. The flavorsome wine is 
ready to drink. Multiple U.S. importers. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

86 Adega Mãe 2020 Pinta Negra (Lisboa). Ara-
gonez and Castelão come together in this 

lightly textured wine. With its juicy black-currant 
flavors and freshness, the wine is ready to drink. 
Aidil Wines/Old World Import. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $9 

85 Casca Wines 2020 Cascas (Lisboa). This 
wine is soft, centered on fruits and gentle 

tannins. With a fresh edge to balance the juicy red-
berry flavors, this easy wine is ready to drink. Cellar 
Wines Distributing. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $10 

TEJO

92 Casa Cadaval 2015 Marquesa de Cadaval 
(Tejo). The hefty four-pound bottle con-

tains a smoothwine that’s at perfect maturity. Ripe 
tannins have eased into the secondary fruit flavors. 
Freshness has been retained by light acidity that 
gives everything a lift at the end. Drink now. VOS 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

92 Falua 2018 Conde Vimioso Reserva (Tejo). 
This massive, rich wine has concentration 

and a powerful structure. The blackberry fruits and 
firm tannins will come together well as the wine 
matures further. It does need time, so wait until 
2023. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2018 Lagoalva de 
Cima Grande Reserva Alfrocheiro (Tejo). This 

wine reflects an interesting choice of grape. More 
normally associated with the Dão region to the 
northeast, the Alfrocheiro has given the wine a per-
fumed character, ripely smoky and with a fine layer 
of generous tannins. The wine is smoothly textured, 
the tannins cushioned by the fruit. Drink now. Tri-
Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

91 Quinta da Ribeirinha 2018 Vale de Lobos 
Reserva Touriga Nacional (Tejo). This per-

fumed Touriga Nacional was wood aged and shows 
a dense, spicy character. Although the wine is still 
young, its black fruits, dark-chocolate flavors and 

firm tannins suggest patience. Drink from 2023. 
P.R. Grisley Company. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Quinta da Ribeirinha 2017 Vale de Lobos 
Reserva Syrah (Tejo). A spicy Syrah ripe 

with perfumed black fruits, this generous, rounded 
wine is almost mature. Juicy berry flavors are shot 
through with acidity, backed by softening tannins. 
Drink the wine from 2022. P.R. Grisley Company. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

91 Quinta do Casal Branco 2018 Merlot (Tejo). A 
generously rich wine with fine tannins and 

spicy fruit, this is packed with ripe berry flavors. It 
has a jammy character, sustained by the structure 
and solid texture. Although ready to drink, the wine 
will be better from 2022. Tri-Vin Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Falua 2018 Conde Vimioso Sommelier Edi-
tion (Tejo). This blend of four grapes has 

matured gracefully and quickly. The wine is full of 
black fruits, well integrated into the structure and 
showing hints of maturity. Drink now. Vintage Wine 
Marketing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

90 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2018 Lagoalva 
Reserva (Tejo). With black fruits right 

up front, this almost mature wine is juicy, with a 
supporting role from background tannins. A velvet 
texture and dense fruitiness give a wine that will 
be ready soon. Drink from 2022. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

89 Quinta da Lagoalva Vinhos 2018 Lagoalva 
de Cima Grande Reserva Syrah (Tejo). The 

sandy soils of the vineyard have given this perfumed 
Syrah a soft texture and rounded black fruits. A 
lightly earthy character in the background is typical 
of the grape. Drink the wine now. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Casa Cadaval 2017 Preta Vinhas Velhas 
Trincadeira (Tejo). Old-vine Trincadeira 

gives concentration and a ripe, rich texture to this 
wine. Initial earthiness blows off to give a full wine 
with blueberry and smoke flavors. Light wood aging 
has aided the wine’s integration. It is ready to drink 
now. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

88 Enoport 2018 Cabeça de Toiro Bull’s Temp-
tation (Tejo). A rich, full-blooded blend of 

Syrah and Alicante Bouschet, this wine is generous 
to a fault. Its density, dark fruits and massive struc-
ture push it over the top, giving a wine that is right 
up front. Drink now. LGL Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

87 Falua 2019 Conde Vimioso Colheita Selec-
cionada (Tejo). This is a ripe, juicy wine, full 

of berry flavors and attractive acidity. Lightly tex-
tured, the wine has freshness that comes through 
at the end, contrasting with the black fruits. Drink 
now. Vintage Wine Marketing. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Falua 2017 Tagus Creek Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon-Touriga Nacional (Tejo). Soft, 

fruity and ready to drink, this rich wine has spice, 
layers of black fruits and appealing acidity. The 
name of the wine references the wide Tagus (Tejo) 
river, which flows to the west of the Tejo wine 
region. Vintage Wine Marketing. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

87 Quinta do Casal Branco 2020 Lobo e Fal-
cão (Tejo). The Tejo has an obsession with 

wolves (lobos), here reflected in the name. This 
young wine has a light structure that contrasts with 
vivacious black fruits and juicy acidity. It will be 
ready from 2022. Lionstone International. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Casa Cadaval 2018 Colheita (Tejo). This 
wine’s earthy aromas are off-putting and 

detract from the freshness of the red berries. A 
touch of wood has helped give the wine smoothness 
and further aging potential. Drink now, but the wine 
would be better from 2022. VOS Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

85 Casa Cadaval 2019 Padre Pedro (Tejo). 
While this wine is juicy, its metallic edge is 

less attractive. Red-berry flavors are developing and 
will improve the wine’s attractiveness. VOS Selec-
tions. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

ALENTEJANO

94 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade da Pimenta 
Grande Escolha (Alentejano). For full review 

see page 7. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

94 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Reserva (Alentejano). For full review see 

page 7. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

93 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Escolha dos Enólogos (Alentejano). For full 

review see page 9. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

93 Casa Relvas 2017 Herdade de São Miguel 
Friends Collection (Alentejano). In a bottle 

that weighs a ridiculous four pounds, this wine 
is equally massive, rich with dark tannins and 
smoothly textured. Power comes from the dense 
black fruits and tannins that still underly the berry 
flavors. Age this wine further and drink from 2022. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $80 
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92 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Touriga Nacional (Alentejano). For full 

review see page 12. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

92 Ciconia 2019 Grande Reserva (Alentejano). 
Rich, dark-coffee and licorice flavors are as 

important as this wine’s berry fruits and power-
ful tannins. Solidly structured, ripe and with aging 
potential, the wine will be ready from 2023. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

92 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Portas da Her-
dade Reserva (Alentejano). A ripe wine, this 

has dense tannins that exude richness and black 
fruits. Licorice flavors add power and bite. The wine 
is still young, with impressive richness that needs 
to develop fully. Drink from 2023. Sarmento’s 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

92 Encosta do Guadiana 2018 Herdade Paço do 
Conde Reserva (Alentejano). For full review 

see page 12. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

92 Herdade Grande 2018 Grande Reserva (Alen-
tejano). Surprisingly mature and powerfully 

ripe, this is an attractive, if over-rich wine. Bold 
tannins and secondary flavors are well advanced, 
giving a big wine with layers of black fruits, dark 
chocolate and acidity. The wine is ready to drink. 
Olde World Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

91 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade da Pimenta Col-
heita (Alentejano). Dusty tannins and rich 

black fruit are hallmarks of this ripe wine. Limited 
in production, the wine offers flavors of black plum 
and dark chocolate, with a powerful structure that 
suggests aging potential. Drink from 2023. Quintes-
sential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

91 Casa Relvas 2019 Segredos de São Miguel 
Reserva (Alentejano). Aged in wood for nine 

months, this wine has a vibrant character. Juicy 
blackberry fruits shine from the still-young tan-
nins, promising happy aging. A blend of four grapes, 
the wine gets its density and color from the Alicante 
Bouschet. It will be ready from 2022. Quintessen-
tial Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

91 Ciconia 2019 The Reserva Blend (Alentejano). 
This powerful wine offers ripe tannins and 

rich, juicy black fruits. It is a densely textured 
blend, with Aragonez and Touriga Nacional in the 
ascendant. The tannins demand some more time. 
Drink from 2022. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Portas da Her-
dade Touriga Nacional (Alentejano). This 

richly structured wine is dense with tannins and 
black-fruit flavors. It has concentration and weight, 

a ripe wine that needs plenty of time. Drink from 
2023. Sarmento’s Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

91 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Portas da Her-
dade Trincadeira (Alentejano). Aged for nine 

months in wood, this wine has soft tannins, rich 
black fruits and a shot of licorice. Acidity and juicy 
black-currant flavors are well structured with the 
tannins, giving a wine that, while almost ready, 
also has potential. Drink from 2022. Sarmento’s 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

91 Herdade Grande 2017 Gerações Colheita Selec-
cionada (Alentejano). Dominated by Alicante 

Bouschet, this wine is dark and dense in color. Pow-
erful tannins sit well with the black-plum fruits. 
The wood-aged wine is still young and needs more 
time. Drink from 2022. Olde World Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Casa Relvas 2019 Montinho São Miguel 
Reserva (Alentejano). This bold, rich wine 

with mint and black-fruit flavors is warm, concen-
trated and developing quickly. With its powerful 
structure and juicy blackberry flavors, the wine 
will be deliciously ready from 2022. Quintessential 
Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Portas da Her-
dade Alicante Bouschet (Alentejano). Pow-

erful and dense, this is a massive wine. Dark choco-
late and licorice flavors are as important as the bold 
black fruits. This rich wine needs time. Drink from 
2023. Sarmento’s Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 15% Price: $22 

90 Monte da Ravasqueira 2013 Nero d’Avola 
(Alentejano). Somebody at this producer 

must have had an Italian work experience to pro-
duce this wine. Very mature, it retains some of tan-
nins and dry core of the Sicilian original, giving a 
wine that has more than just curiosity value. Drink 
now. LGL Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Casa Relvas 2020 Art. Terra Amphora (Alen-
tejano). This sunny wine is produced in 

clay amphorae. Fruit driven and with layers of 
black-currant fruits, it also has a backdrop of tan-
nins and acidity. Still young although beginning to 
soften, the wine will be ready from 2023. Quintes-
sential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Casa Relvas 2019 Herdade de São Miguel 
Alicante Bouschet (Alentejano). This wine 

has power, not unexpected from Alicante Bouschet, 
but in this case perhaps too much and at 15.5% 
alcohol. The wine is a blockbuster, immensely dense 
and darkly concentrated. Bold tannins and acidity 
keep up the intensity of a wine that needs to age. 
Drink from 2024. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $20 

89 Casca Wines 2020 Monte Cascas Colheita 
(Alentejano). This wine is rich with dusty 

tannins and black-plum fruits, giving a warm south-
ern feel to the generous structure. With its Alicante 
Bouschet, the wine is dark in color and brimming 
with ripe flavors. Drink now. Cellar Wines Distrib-
uting. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

89 Ciconia 2020 Syrah (Alentejano). This 
richly smooth wine is maturing easily 

through its soft tannins and open black fruits. It has 
a perfumed character, balanced acidity and black-
plum-skin edginess. The wine will be ready from 
2022. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Gaião Reserva 
(Alentejano). This wood-aged wine offers 

black-plum and berry flavors. The toastiness and 
ripe tannins promise some aging, giving a gener-
ous wine that will be ready from 2022. Sarmento’s 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

89 Herdade Grande 2018 Colheita Seleccionada 
(Alentejano). This rich, mature wine shows 

powerful black fruits and solid tannins wrapped in 
the warm embrace of spice and dark-chocolate fla-
vors. Drink this ripe wine now. Olde World Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Casa Relvas 2019 Merino Old Vines (Alen-
tejano). Sheep graze the vineyards of this 

producer to control weed growth. A tribute to their 
hard work, this wine is fruity and spicy, with an 
open texture and jammy blackberry flavors. Drink 
this wine from 2022. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Casa Relvas 2019 Monte dos Amigos Pre-
mium (Alentejano). This three-grape blend 

is rich. Tannins back up the acidity and black-cur-
rant fruits, giving ripeness and structure that will 
soften shortly. The wine will be ready from 2022. 
Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

88 Ciconia 2020 Touriga Nacional (Alentejano). 
A young, vivid wine with soft tannins and 

black-currant fruits, this is made to drink young. 
The wine is ripe, full, open and ready to drink. Tri-
Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Lusovini 2018 Sericaia (Alentejano). Named 
after one of the popular desserts of Alen-

tejo, this wine is structured, with solid black fruits 
and rich tannins. Lively acidity gives the wine a 
fresh aftertaste. Lusovini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

88 Monte da Ravasqueira 2020 Mocho Galego 
Signature (Alentejano). Named after an 

owl, this wine is balanced with fine tannins and a 
rich structure that gives concentration as well as 
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layers of black fruits. It will be ready from 2022. 
LGL Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Monte da Ravasqueira 2020 Superior (Alen-
tejano). Generous black fruits and juicy 

berry flavors give this wine density and richness. A 
touch of spice goes with the acidity and tannic edge 
that will allow the wine to age further. Drink from 
2022. LGL Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Casa Relvas 2020 Segredos de São Miguel 
Syrah (Alentejano). This young, fruity wine 

shows a crisp side of Syrah while not losing sight 
of the perfumed tannins natural to the grape. Its 
acidity and structure promise some further aging, 
so drink from 2022. Quintessential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Casa Relvas 2020 Segredos de São Miguel 
Touriga Nacional (Alentejano). This 100% 

Touriga Nacional reveals a powerful side of the 
grape. Perfumed floral aromas are followed by black 
fruits. These contrast with the considerable tannic 
structure that underlies the wine and will see it 
aging for another year. Drink from 2022. Quintes-
sential Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Encosta do Guadiana 2018 Herdade Paço 
do Conde (Alentejano). A full-bodied, ripe 

wine, this is full of solid tannins and black-fruit fla-
vors. Weight and density go along with the wine’s 
open richness. Drink now. Diniz Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

87 Monte da Ravasqueira 2020 Seleção do Ano 
(Alentejano). This wine has richness as well 

as blackberry flavors. It is young, bouncing fruit fla-
vors around in a juicy freshness. Let the wine settle 
in and drink from 2022. LGL Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Companhia das Quintas 2019 Gaião Syrah 
(Alentejano). Ripe and juicy with per-

fumed, softly textured black fruits, this wine is 
rounded. Acidity balances the warm, ripe character. 
Drink the wine now. Sarmento’s Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

86 Monte da Ravasqueira 2020 Clàssico (Alen-
tejano). Soft, young but fruitily ready to 

drink, this wine has spice, soft tannins and a per-
fumed character. Drink now. LGL Imports LLC. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Monte da Ravasqueira 2013 Sangiovese 
(Alentejano). While this wine is mature, 

veering towards old, it still contains hints of the 
perfumed black fruits it must once have offered. The 
wine finishes with the grape’s signature acidity. LGL 
Imports LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

85 Magnum Carlos Lucas Vinhos 2018 Flor de 
Julia (Alentejano). Slightly stalky in texture, 

this wine has black-currant fruits that convey acid-
ity and floral aromas. The wine is structured, with 
a dry core that adds spice to the flavors. Drink now. 
Suitable for vegans. Iberian Wine Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

83 Companhia das Quintas 2020 Portas da Her-
dade (Alentejano). Overripe fruit gives this 

wine a soft texture and an extracted character. The 
wine will be ready from 2022. Sarmento’s Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

OTHER RED WINES

90 José Maria da Fonseca 2019 Waterdog 
Reserva (Península de Setúbal). This juicy, 

wood-aged wine is rich in black fruits. Although it 
is young, it is easy to appreciate the jammy berry 
flavors and balancing acidity. A blend of Castelão 
and Touriga Nacional, the wine will be ready from 
2022. Tri-Vin Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 José Maria da Fonseca 2020 Waterdog 
(Península de Setúbal). With six months 

in wood, this fruity, generously textured wine is a 
warm blend of Castelão and Touriga Nacional. Bal-
anced already, full of red-berry flavors with the 
lightest stroke of tannin, it will be ready from 2022. 
Tri-Vin Imports. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $12 

88 Lusovini 2016 Torre de Coimbra Reserva 
(Bairrada). This wine is poised between 

cool coastal flavors and ripe black-currant fruits. 
That combination makes for a wine with lightness 
and freshness as well as attractive tannins. Drink 
now. Lusovini USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $14 

PORT

92 Quinta da Devesa 2018 Vintage Port. This 
Port includes old vines in a field blend. It is 

richly perfumed, with the proper firm tannins at its 
core. Surrounding this are full, jammy black fruits 
that balance the dryness of the tannins and rich, 
black-currant-jelly flavors. The wine, obviously 
young, will be ready from 2028. Red Wolf Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $85 

91 Quinta da Devesa NV 10 Years Tawny Port. 
Already turning to an old-gold color, this 

rich, sweet wine has a toffee character that has 
given the Port some age. It hints at orange peel along 
with dried fruits and a dense and peppery after-
taste. Drink now. Red Wolf Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $40 

90 Quinta da Devesa NV 10 Years White Port. 
This young style of white Port shows a good 

mix of wood-aging and fruit flavors. It has a seduc-
tive gold color, leading into rich sultana and white-
fig flavors. The wine is ready to drink. Red Wolf 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $36/500 ml 

RHÔNE VALLEY
WHITE WINES

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

96 Domaine de la Janasse 2019 Prestige 
 (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Sourced from 

sandy soils in the lieu-dit of La Janasse, this bot-
tling is comprised of 70% Roussanne augmented 
with 15% each of Grenache Blanc and Clairette. 
Vinified and matured in neutral French oak, its 
crisp pineapple and quince flavors are piercing and 
fresh, edged by hints of smoke, white pepper and 
toasted hazelunts. Concentrated and rich in texture, 
the wine will improve through 2035 and continue 
to gain savory nuances for decades beyond. Euro-
pean Cellars. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $155 

95 Domaine de la Janasse 2019 Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. This bright, banana-and-grape-

fruit-scented wine is a blend of equal parts uno-
aked Grenache Blanc and Clairette accentuated by a 
smaller proportion of Roussanne matured in French 
oak (80% new). This calibrated blending gives this 
full-bodied dry white a zesty, green-fruited flair 
juxtaposed by unctousness of texture and delicately 
smoky, vanilla-kissed notes of pastry and toast. 
While approachable young, the wine should evolve 
nicely through 2035 at least. European Cellars. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $62 

95 Domaine des Pères de L’Eglise 2019 Le Calice 
de Saint Pierre (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). A 

delicate vein of green, reminiscent of fresh basil 
or sage, extends from nose to finish in this wine, 
lending vitality to plump yellow apple and pear. A 
blend of 70% Grenache Blanc, 25% Clairette and 
5% Bourboulenc matured six months in equal 
parts stainless steel and oak, it offers penetrating 
orchard-fruit flavors marked by smoke, white pep-
per and dill. Lovely already, the wine should mature 
nicely through 2035 and hold longer still. Integrity 
Wines LLC. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

95 Domaine du Grand Tinel 2019 Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. This luscious, full-bodied blend of 

Grenache Blanc (60%), Clairette (25%) and Rous-
sanne (15%) drenches the palate in pools of fresh 
cantaloupe, pear and grapefruit rimmed by a crush 
of salty minerality. It’s vibrant in fruit but penetrat-
ing and complex too, anchored by that stony, almost 
crystalline verve that lingers through the finish. 
Delicious young, the wine should mature nicely 
through 2035 and hold further as well. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 
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94 Domaine de la Côte de l’Ange 2019 
 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Bright white peach, 

apricot and vanilla extend from nose to finish in 
this intensely fruity, youthful expression of Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape Blanc. A full-bodied blend of 
30% Clairette, 30% Bourboulenc, 20% Grenache 
Blanc and 20% Roussanne matured only partially 
in oak, it’s a juicy sip held upright by a streak of 
pineapple acidity and a lingering charred-vanilla 
finish. It’s particularly inviting young but should 
maintain peak through 2025. Wine Wine Situation. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

91 Domaine de l’Espigouette 2020 Côtes du 
Rhône. This unoaked blend of Viognier, Gre-

nache and Marsanne puts a spotlight on sun-kissed 
apricot, quince and tangerine flavors spiked by 
orange blossom perfume. It’s intoxicating from first 
whiff but not at all cloying. Zesty white-grapefruit 
acidity and a lingering stony finish lend balance. At 
peak now through 2024, the wine is likely to hold 
further. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $45 

91 E. Guigal 2019 Côtes du Rhône. A predomi-
nance of Viognier lends a plump, peachy 

flair and silken mouthfeel to this full-bodied, fleshy 
white blend. Matured entirely in stainless steel, its 
grapefruit, apricot and white-peach flavors are pure 
but edged by a smoky, mineral backdrop that adds 
drama and complexity. At peak now–2024. Vintus 
LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

90 Famille Lançon 2019 La Solitude (Côtes du 
Rhône). Crisp white peach and pineapple 

notes introduce this full-bodied, dry white. A blend 
of 60% Clairette augmented by 30% Viognier and 
10% Grenache Blanc, it’s a bang-for-your-buck 
wine that captures the zesty citrus and sea-spray 
character of Clairette along with the richness and 
perfume of Viognier. At peak now–2023. Dreyfus, 
Ashby & Co. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Château de Ruth 2020 Grande Sélection 
(Côtes du Rhône). Inviting whiffs of jas-

mine and white peach perfume this fruit-focused, 
floral white. An un-oaked, thirst-quenching blend 
of Grenache Blanc, Roussanne and Viognier, it has 
pristine apricot and honeysuckle tones balanced by 
a salty, mineral tang on the finish. The wine is best 
enjoyed young for its primary flair. USA Wine West. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

89 Domaine de Carmignan 2019 Millésime 
(Côtes du Rhône). Equal parts Viognier and 

Roussanne are augmented by the brighter, zestier 
Clairette to lend balance to this plump but thirst-
quenching dry white. Moderate in body and alcohol 
for the Southern Rhône, it highlights penetrating 
squirts of tangerine and grapefruit flavor enriched 

by a streak of honey on the finish. Best now–2023. 
Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Lavau 2019 Côtes du Rhône. Viognier’s 
fleshy white peach and spring-blossom 

notes balance nicely with the delicate green-plum 
and citrus tones of Grenache Blanc in this thirst-
quenching dry white. Edged by a hint of smoked 
hazelnut, it’s an immediately enjoyable, freshly bal-
anced wine best enjoyed now through 2024. Kinson 
The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Cellier des Dauphins 2019 Réserve (Côtes 
du Rhône). A touch of brioche accents fra-

grant nectarine and white-grapefruit notes on this 
medium-bodied, dry white. An easy-drinking blend 
of 45% Viognier, 42% Grenache Blanc and 13% 
Marsanne, it balances tangerine flavor against a 
salty, stony mineral finish. Best now–2023. Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

RHÔNE VALLEY
RED WINES
CÔTE-RÔTIE

95 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2018 La Land-
onne (Côte-Rôtie). The flagship wine of this 

producer, this velveteen Syrah matured 18 months 
in 100% new French oak. Crème de cassis and blue-
berry compote on the palate are shaded by streaks 
of allspice, smoke and licorice candy. Opulent and 
silky in profile, the wine shows well already but will 
meld and gain subtlety through 2035 at least. Taub 
Family Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $400 

94 Dauvergne & Ranvier 2018 Grand Vin (Côte-
Rôtie). For full review see page 7. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

94 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2018 Côte-Bodin 
(Côte-Rôtie). A new cuvée from Jean-

Michel Gerin released in 2020, the Côte-Bodin rep-
resents a concentrated, mineral expression of schist 
from 30-year old Syrah vines. Ripe in black-plum 
and berry flavors and soft in tannin, it’s a rounded, 
supple red cut by cassis acidity and undertones of 
smoke and vanilla. Appealing in youth the wine will 
improve through 2035 at least. Taub Family Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $250 

94 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2018 La Viallière 
(Côte-Rôtie). Richly extracted black-plum 

and preserved-cherry flavors drench the palate in 
this plushSyrah. Made from 100% destemmed fruit 
matured in 100% new oak, the deeply fruity red is 
accented by vanilla, tobacco and cloves. Softly tan-
nic, it’s approachable young but likely to hit peak 

from 2025 and improve another decade still. Taub 
Family Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $120 

94 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2018 Les Grandes 
Places (Côte-Rôtie). Charred hazelnuts, dill 

and cracked peppercorn lend savory, smoky con-
trasts to an undercurrent of blueberry and cassis 
preserves in this wine. Framed by penetrating but 
soft, pillowy tannins, it’s a rich, roundly structured 
Syrah with satisfying density and heft. It’s best to 
wait till 2025 at least, and the wine should reward 
well through 2040. Taub Family Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $240 

93 Dauvergne & Ranvier 2018 Vin Rare (Côte-
Rôtie). Hints of dill, toasted biscotti and 

hazelnuts mingle into pert blackberry and cassis 
in this ripe but vibrant, peppery Syrah. Matured 18 
months in French oak, it offers smoky, spicy wood 
tones that are pronounced in youth along with a 
concentrated core of cutting black fruit and linger-
ing subtleties of violet, granite and smoke. Wait till 
2025 at least. The wine should improve through 
2035 and hold longer still. LGI Wines. Cellar Selec-
tion. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

93 Domaine Jean-Michel Gerin 2018 Champin 
Le Seigneur (Côte-Rôtie). This Syrah (cofer-

mented with 10% Viognier) offers penetrating cas-
sis flavor accented by layers of thyme, charred earth 
and violet. Matured in a combination of French and 
American oak (50% new) for 12 to 18 months, the 
supple, richly concentrated wine has a spicy, lav-
ishly smoky finish. A thoroughly modern expression 
of Cornas, it’s approachable young but will likely 
show best from 2025 to 2030. Taub Family Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $95 

93 Ogier 2018 La Seríne (Côte-Rôtie). A kiss of 
Viognier lends hints of apricot and blossom 

to supple, concentrated black-cherry and roasted-
plum flavors in this wine. An ample, profoundly ripe 
Syrah, it is lifted by crisp redcurrant acidity and a 
spray of dusty earth. The finish is warming and 
softly tannic. Ready now, the wine should improve 
through 2030 and hold longer still. Folio Fine Wine 
Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $82 

SAINT-JOSEPH

92 Emmanuel Darnaud 2018 La Dardouille 
(Saint-Joseph). Aromas of sun-drenched 

cassis, smoke and granite introduce this powerful, 
concentrated Syrah. Sourced from the La Dardouille 
lieu dit and matured 15 months in wood (no new 
oak), it’s a bold, boisterous expression of Saint-
Joseph. Juicy black-cherry and blackberry flavors 
are balanced keenly by zippy acidity and a fragrant 
violet finish. Soft, silky tannins make the wine 
appealing young but it should drink at peak through 
2030 and hold further. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $55 
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92 Ogier 2018 Baligant Saint-Joseph. Black-
cherry and red-plum flavors are ripe but 

elegantly restrained in this full-bodied, vibrant 
Syrah. Vinified using entirely destemmed fruit and 
matured primarily in concrete, this pure-fruited, 
piercing expression of Saint-Joseph finishes on 
fine-grained, penetrating tannins and a smoky 
sheen of graphite. Ready now, the wine should drink 
well through 2030. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

91 Vignobles et Compagnie 2018 Rive de Malva 
(Saint-Joseph). Ripe but pristine blackberry 

and blueberry flavors are lipsmacking in this full-
bodied, cutting Syrah. Kissed by a lift of violet 
perfume and supple in mouthfeel, this freshly con-
centrated red is framed by fine, silky tannins and a 
lingering granite finish. Savorian Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Ogier 2018 Les Marches de Granit (Saint-
Joseph). Black-currant and licorice notes 

are ripe but restrained in this supple, inky Syrah. 
It lacks the greater intensity and concentration of 
this producer’s Baligant Saint-Joseph bottling but 
is a full-bodied, freshly structured red that balances 
black-fruit flavors against a flinty mineral under-
tow. Approachable in youth, the wine should stay at 
peak through 2028. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

CROZES-HERMITAGE

92 Emmanuel Darnaud 2018 Mise En Bouche 
(Crozes-Hermitage). Ripe black-plum and 

cassis flavors are shaded by fur, smoke and flint 
in this plump, spicy Syrah. Vinified using fully 
destemmed fruit and matured partially in new oak, 
the rich, ample red has a finish marked by easing, 
feathery tannins. Ready to drink now, it should 
maintain peak through 2028. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Jean-Claude et Nicolas Fayolle 2018 La Cuvée 
Nicolas (Crozes-Hermitage). Enticing notes 

of sun-scorched bramble, licorice and black-currant 
candy introduce this refreshingly svelte expression. 
Made from 100% Syrah, it’s crisply concentrated 
with zesty black-cherry and berry flavors along with 
sprays of violet and crushed stone. Soft in tannins 
and airy in style, the wine is at peak now through 
2028. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

91 Clairmont 2019 Les Palais (Crozes-Hermit-
age). A hint more floral and brambly on the 

nose than Clairmont’s Horizon bottling of Crozes-
Hermitage, this mouthwatering Syrah offers loads of 
fresh, forward mulberry and cassis flavors. Framed 
by fine-grained, lingering tannins and a delicate 
streak of granite, it’s an easy-drinking, youthful 
introduction to the perfumed delights of the North-
ern Rhône. Vitis Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

91 E. Guigal 2018 Crozes-Hermitage. Drops 
of blackberry candy and violet perfume 

announce this ebulliently fruity, forward Syrah. 
Cassis and black-cherry flavors are intensely ripe 
yet pristine, elevated by subtle streaks of granite, 
smoke and licorice. Soft and silky on the palate, the 
wine is irresistible young but should hold nicely 
through 2028. Vintus LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

91 Ferraton Père et Fils 2018 Le Grand Courtil 
(Crozes-Hermitage). Pronounced aromas 

of vanilla and cherry cola announce this concen-
trated, lavish Syrah. The palate is marked by pow-
erful streaks of sun-drenched cassis and blueberry 
flavors edged by char, smoke and peppercorn. Full 
bodied and a bit brawny but framed by fine, chalky 
tannins, the wine should improve through 2028 
and hold longer still. Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

90 Clairmont 2019 Domaine de Saint-Clément 
Horizon (Crozes-Hermitage). This fragrant, 

fresh Syrah is packed with juicy blueberry and cas-
sis flavors. Full bodied and intensely ripe, it’s an 
easy-drinking, forward wine held upright by firm, 
pleasantly bitter tannins and a delicate, charry fin-
ish. Best now–2025. Vitis Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Ferraton Père et Fils 2018 La Matinière 
(Crozes-Hermitage). Toasted brioche, 

vanilla and dill accent lip-smacking blackberry and 
black-currant flavors in this fruity but brightly bal-
anced red. Concentrated in fruit but anchored by 
a zesty spine of acidity and soft, furry tannins, the 
juicy, fruit-forward red is likely to show best now 
through 2028. Sera Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

90 Ogier 2018 Les Paillanches (Crozes- 
Hermitage). Blueberry compote, toasted 

allspice and anise perfume this plummy, pepper-
tinged Syrah. Ripe in style and approachable in 
fruit, the deeply blackberried, supple red is cali-
brated by fresh acidity and lingering notes of earth 
and leather. Soft tannins make it welcome young 
but it will hold nicely through 2030. Folio Fine 
Wine Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

89 Jean-Claude et Nicolas Fayolle 2018 La 
Rochette (Crozes-Hermitage). In this wine, 

sultry undertones of incense and charred cloves 
accent rich, plummy black-cherry and preserved 
plum flavors. While moderate in body, it’s a lus-
cious, richly concentrated Syrah offset by fresh 
acidity and fine, baby-soft tannins. At peak now–
2024. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

HERMITAGE

92 Cave de Tain 2016 Grand Classique (Hermit-
age). Smoky tones of slate and crushed 

granite meld with fur, violet and cassis in this 

elegantly spiced Syrah. Svelte on the palate and 
pristine in black-fruit flavors, it’s a silky, penetrat-
ing red marked by fine, velveteen tannins and a 
white-pepper finish. Tasted in early 2021, the wine 
is starting to hit its stride already but will likely 
improve through at least 2030. Hand Picked Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Cave de Tain 2015 Nobles Rives (Hermitage). 
Notes of toasted hazelnuts and espresso 

powder accent crisp black currant and raspberry 
in this bright, elegantly fruity Syrah matured in 
35% new French oak. Charry tobacco and cherry-
cola accents are prominent now but likely will meld 
further with age. While fine, silky tannins make the 
wine approachable already, it should hit peak from 
2025 through 2032 and hold longer still. Saranty 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $80 

CORNAS

98 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 Vallon de l’Aigle 
Syrah (Cornas). For full review see page 3. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $272 

96 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 La Louvée Syrah 
(Cornas). Lavishly floral compared to 

Colombo’s meatier, more earthen bottlings, La 
Louvée focuses on intensely ripe blackberry and 
blueberry flavors dusted with a shower of basalt and 
struck granite. Satiny on the palate and held upright 
by piercing black-currant acidity, this sleek, supple 
Syrah is ready now but should improve through 
2035 and hold longer still. Taub Family Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $116 

96 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 Les Ruchets Syrah 
(Cornas). For full review see page 4.Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $105 

94 Ferraton Père et Fils 2018 Les Grands Mûri-
ers (Cornas). Smoke and wet fur juxtapose 

lilacs and sun-drenched cassis in this seductive 
Syrah. Penetrating in blackberry and blueberry fla-
vors yet struck by iron and granite, it balances rich 
fruit with complexities of earth, flora and fauna. 
Dusty in tannins, the wine is approachable in youth 
but should show even better from 2028. Sera Wine 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

94 Maison Denuzière 2018 J. Denuzière (Cor-
nas). Firm strikes of ore and scorched 

bramble lend complexity to piercing blueberry 
and blackberry flavors in this wine. It’s a svelte 
medium-bodied Syrah yet plush and satiny on the 
palate. Pure in fruit, it finishes on a lingering white 
peppercorn note and fine-grained, upright tannins. 
Delicious young the wine should improve for at 
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least a decade and hold longer still. Boutique Wine 
Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

93 Domaine des Remizières 2018 Cornas. Whiffs 
of black-cherry cola and blueberry pre-

serves are etched by streaks of charred vanilla bean, 
leather and scorched earth in this smoky, fleshy 
Syrah. Marked by a firm tannic underbelly and 
brawny structure, the full-bodied, concentrated 
wine is likely to show best from 2025 to 2035 and 
hold longer still. French Libation. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $60 

93 Jean-Luc Colombo 2018 Terres Brulées Syrah 
(Cornas). Terres Brulées, or burnt earth, 

aptly describes the nose on this enticingly smoky, 
singed Syrah. Vinified from fully destemmed grapes 
and matured 21 months in oak (10% new), it has 
joyously youthful black-cherry and cassis flavors. 
Kissed by vanilla and framed in silky tannins, it’s 
a fresh-footed expression of Cornas that’s drinking 
at peak now through 2028. Taub Family Selections. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $64 

CAIRANNE

92 Domaine Brusset 2019 Vieilles Vignes (Cai-
ranne). Crushed basalt and raspberry com-

pote introduce this penetrating, mouth-drenching 
blend of Grenache and Syrah. Matured primarily 
in stainless steel (40% in oak casks), it’s ripe and 
concentrated but pure in fruit quality. Rounded 
and weighty in mouthfeel, the rich, plummy red is 
braced by fine-grained, peppery tannins. At peak 
now–2029. MS Walker. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

90 Crous Saint Martin 2018 Les Goupilles (Cai-
ranne). Lavish notes of smoke and toasted 

vanilla bean introduce this heady blend of equal 
parts Grenache, Syrah, Carignan and Mourvèdre. 
Matured only partly in oak, it presents a bold, 
densely concentrated core of fresh blackberry and 
plum-preserve flavors. Full bodied and limned by 
softly textured but spicy tannins, the wine should 
drink at peak through 2025 but hold longer still. 
Grape Expectations (CA). —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

90 Domaine Lucien Tramier 2018 Cairanne. 
Flavors of preserved black plum and olive 

tapenade are edged by a vein of graphite in this 
elegant, medium-bodied blend of Grenache (75%) 
and Syrah (25%). Slimmer in profile than most of 
its ample vintage peers from Cairanne and deeply 
mineral in tone, it’s an elegant red framed by 
fine-grained, silky tannins that should drink well 
through 2024. Artisans & Vines. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Grandes Serres 2018 Carius (Cairanne). 
Piquant notes of crushed black pepper and 

sun-scorched bramble lend spice to bright black-

plum and mulberry flavors in this full-bodied, 
fruity red. A blend of Grenache, Carignan, Syrah and 
Mourvèdre matured entirely in concrete, it’s trans-
lucent in fruit but also anchored by an earthen, 
herbal edge. At peak now–2024. Misa Imports. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

90 Maison François-Xavier Nicolas 2019 Entre 
Restanques Et Garrigues (Cairanne). 

Earthen notes of clay lend complexity to preserved 
black plum and blackberry-pie filling in this plush 
Grenache blend. It’s a supple, voluminous wine 
framed by soft but persistent tannins and a linger-
ing rim of salt. Delicious young, the should drink 
nicely through 2024. MHW, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Domaine Martin 2018 Cairanne. Veins of 
milk chocolate and charred cedar meld into 

flavors of crème de cassis and raspberry confiture in 
this plushly textured red. Soft in tannins and lus-
cious in fruit, it’s an easy-drinking, immediately 
enjoyable Grenache blend at peak now to 2024. 
Lionstone International. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

RASTEAU

92 Domaine de l’Espigouette 2019 Pas du 
Meunier (Rasteau). Roasted black plums 

are etched by char and black spice in this full-
bodied, richly textured blend of Grenache, Syrah 
and Mourvèdre. Sourced from stony clay and sandy 
soils, it’s intensely fruity but dusted by subtle 
shades of earth, stone and fiery black spice. A certi-
fied organic red with soft but penetrating tannins, 
the wine is approachable young but should improve 
through 2029. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Domaine Fond Croze 2019 Vieilles Vignes 
(Rasteau). This rich, hulking red showcases 

layers of preserved strawberry and red-cherry fla-
vors spiked with hits of vanilla, menthol and lico-
rice candy. A blend of Grenache and Syrah sourced 
from clay-limestone soils, it’s ripe, voluminous and 
meaty but lifted by a rambling, earthen minerality. 
Ready now, the wine should improve through 2030. 
Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $60 

92 Famille Joyet-Larum 2018 Domaine des 
Girasols Vieilles Vignes (Rasteau). Whiffs 

of freesia blossoms and lavender juxtapose smokier 
tones of char and crushed graphite on the nose of 
this blend of 80% Grenache and 20% Mourvèdre. 
While voluminous in body and mouthfeel, it’s a 
pretty, plummy wine highlighting bright mulberry 
and raspberry flavors. Dense, chalky tannins and a 
hint of green pepper persist on the finish. At peak 
now–2028. Jack Edwards Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

91 Domaine Brusset 2019 La Bastide (Rasteau). 
Cheery whiffs of boysenberry preserves and 

raspberry candy perfume this fruit-forward, juicy 
red. A blend of Grenache and Mourvèdre matured 
10 months in a combination of stainless steel and 
oak, it has plump, dangerously quaffable blackberry 
and mulberry flavors. Charry, delicately bitter tan-
nins lend some structure to the finish. Enjoyable 
young for its primary flair, the wine should hold 
through 2025. MS Walker. —A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

91 Domaine les Evigneaux 2018 Rasteau. Dusty, 
baked-clay minerality penetrates from nose 

to finish in this velveteen red. A full-bodied blend 
of Grenache, Syrah, Carignan and Mourvèdre, it’s 
deeply concentrated, with flavors of dried plums 
and black figs. Subtleties of smoked meat, leather 
and earth lend nuance and depth. Soft tannins make 
it immediately approachable but this savory wine 
should hold well through 2026. Kinson The Future 
of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Lavau 2018 Rasteau. This blend of equal 
parts Syrah and Grenache balances Syrah’s 

sharper, bramblier edges and piercing cassis flavors 
against the richness and suppleness of Grenache. 
An intensely ripe wine pure in black fruit, it is lifted 
by a spine of crushed-stone minerality. At peak 
now–2026. Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 Vignobles et Compagnie 2019 Domaine 
Saint Alimant (Rasteau). Blossomy notes of 

lilac and lavender lift rich, meaty flavors of black-
cherry preserve and plum compote in this bold 
Grenache blend. A ripe, brawny sip, it is laced by 
crushed basalt and clay as well as fine, feathery tan-
nins. Delicious now–2026. Savorian Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

88 RhonéA 2018 Tradition (Rasteau). Notes 
of char and licorice candy lend contour 

to roasted plums and cherry confit in this opu-
lent blend of 60% Grenache, 25% Syrah and 15% 
Carignan. It’s a ripe, meaty sip marked by piquant 
tones of charred cinnamon and soft, furry tannins. 
At peak now–2026. Metrowine Distribution. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

GIGONDAS

95 Domaine des Bosquets 2018 Gigondas. It’s 
hard to name a favorite among Bosquet’s 

fascinating single-vineyard study of Gigondas, but 
this blend of the producer’s multiple vineyard sites 
allows a scenic glimpse of Gigondas as a whole. 
Concentrated with flavors of preserved black plum 
and cassis, the richly penetrating wine is marked 
by shades of graphite, dried clay and garrigue. It’s 
ample and broad shouldered but maintains thrill-
ing freshness and vitality through a long, feathery 
finish. At peak now through 2030, the wine is likely 
to hold much longer still. European Cellars. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 
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95 Domaine Santa Duc 2018 Clos Derrière Vieille 
(Gigondas). This Grenache-dominant blend 

(accented by 10% each of Mourvèdre and Syrah) is 
sourced from terraced slopes of limestone-rich marl 
on Santa Duc’s monopole vineyard, Clos Derrière. 
Compared to the producer’s other Gigondas bot-
tlings, it’s a distinctly floral, herbaceously perfumed 
red that contrasts potent blackberry and cherry 
flavors against streaks of smoked garrigue, fresh 
thyme and lavender. Weighty yet silken, the piercing 
red finishes on salty, chalky earth tones. Delicious 
young, the wine should drink gorgeously well past 
2030. Martine’s Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

95 Domaine Santa Duc 2018 Les Hautes Gar-
rigues (Gigondas). Despite its richness 

and power, this blend of equal parts Grenache and 
Mourvèdre offers breathtaking airiness and per-
fume. Sourced from 75-year-old vines planted on 
sandy soils of the Les Hautes Garrigues lieu dit, it’s 
a bold, muscular red concentrated with flavors of 
dried plums and blueberries. Anchored by a firm, 
earthen undertow and fine-grained, chalky tannins, 
it should improve through 2030 and hold longer 
still. Organic and biodynamic. Martine’s Wines. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

94 Domaine de Longue Toque 2018 Lieu-dit 
Les Trois Yeux (Gigondas). Sourced from a 

high-altitude lieu-dit located 1,500 feet above sea 
level, this blend of 95% Grenache and 5% Syrah 
offers all the ripeness and intensity associated with 
Gigondas along with a breathtaking vitality and zip. 
Black-plum and blueberry flavors are rich and ripe 
but lifted by sprays of violet and lavender perfume 
along with a lingering trail of thyme, sage and basil. 
Soft, silky tannins make it welcoming young but it’s 
a substantial wine that should hold well past 2030. 
Terroir Selections. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $100 

94 Domaine Santa Duc 2018 Aux Lieux-Dits 
(Gigondas). In contrast to Santa Duc’s 

pointed single-vineyard bottlings, this Grenache-
dominant blend (augmented by Syrah, Mourvèdre 
and Cinsault) sourced from eight distinct sites 
throughout Gigondas gives a holistic look at Gigo-
ndas. Black-cherry and mulberry flavors are ripe 
but briskly balanced by a dazzling mineral freshness 
and salty, chalky finish. Fruity yet shaded by subtle 
kisses of charcuterie and dried earth, it’s a complex, 
hedonistic wine that’s at peak now through 2030. 
Made from organic and biodynamic grapes. Mar-
tine’s Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Château de Saint-Cosme 2018 Gigondas. 
Peppery notes of scorched bramble and 

dried sage perfume ripe, rich flavors of preserved 
plum and black fig in this weighty blend of Gre-
nache, Syrah, Mourvèdre, and Cinsault matured 
in 20% new oak. It’s an unctuously textured wine 
marked by strikes of char, vanilla and smoke but 
finishes fresh and delightfully salty. Delicious 
young, the wine should improve through 2028 and 

hold further still. Craft+Estate–Winebow. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $65 

93 Château du Trignon 2016 Gigondas. Tasted in 
early 2021, this elegant blend of Grenache, 

Syrah and Mourvèdre offers an abundance of bright, 
sun-kissed red-cherry and plum flavors. Supple in 
texture and vibrantly balanced, it’s a penetrating, 
red-fruited sip lifted by a crush of minerality and 
subtleties of dried sage and earth. Ready now, the 
wine is likely to improve further through 2026 and 
hold much longer still.David Milligan Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

93 Domaine de Longue Toque 2018 Gigondas. 
Coffee grinds and charred clove accent ripe, 

piercing black-cherry and plum flavors in this con-
centrated blend of Grenache (51%), Syrah (41%) 
and Mourvèdre (8%). Matured 19 months in French 
oak barrels, the toasty red also has a pristine core 
of red-fruit flavors. Framed in fine-grained, eas-
ing tannins and lifted by zesty mineral tones, it’s 
approachable young but those charry, smoky oak 
tones should meld better from 2024. Terroir Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

93 Domaine du Grapillon d’Or 2018 1806 (Gigo-
ndas). This blend of 80% Grenache and 

20% Syrah highlights plump, almost creamy, black-
cherry and preserved strawberry flavors against 
a filigree of graphite and basalt. Matured in oak 
for 14 months, the concentrated, mouthfilling sip 
is framed by soft, soothing tannins and a peppery 
dash of spice on the finish. It’s delicious young but 
should improve through 2028 and likely hold fur-
ther still. Wineberry America LLC. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

92 Château la Croix des Pins 2018 Les Dessous 
des Dentelles (Gigondas). Red-plum pre-

serves spiked with anise and cinnamon introduce 
this plump but pristinely fruity blend of organically 
grown Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. Packed 
with black cherry, granite, char and smoke, it’s 
a velveteen red lifted by a mineral spine and soft, 
chalky finish. Ready now, the wine should drink 
well through 2030. Cape Classics. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

92 Crous Saint Martin 2018 Les Espaliers (Gigo-
ndas). Sourced from diverse soil types 

within Gigondas, this smoky, garrigue-scented red 
offers jammy black-plum and dried-strawberry fla-
vors accented by hints of leather and tapenade. A 
Grenache-dominant blend augmented by 10% each 
of Syrah and Mourvèdre matured primarily in stain-
less steel, the warming, open-knit red finishes on 
soft, supple tannins. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Maison François-Xavier Nicolas 2019 Le Secret 
des Dentelles (Gigondas). Plump, youth-

ful blueberry and blackberry notes abound in this 
fruity, forward red. Plush in tannins and velvety 
on the palate, it’s a richly concentrated blend of 
Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre, with a long finish 
struck by char and burnt cinnamon. Ready now, it is 
likely to hold well through 2029. MHW, Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

91 Montirius 2018 Terre des Aînés (Gigondas). 
Whiffs of blackberry and violet pastilles 

introduce this fresh, pure-fruited blend of Gre-
nache and Mourvèdre. Marked by zesty blackberry 
and cassis flavors, it’s a crisply concentrated yet 
full-bodied red anchored by a mineral zest and fine, 
softly lingering tannins. At peak now–2028. Artisan 
Wine Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

91 Ogier 2018 Dentellis (Gigondas). A whisper 
of camphor lends a brambly, herbal tone to 

ripe, almost ruddy, red-plum and dried-strawberry 
flavors in this wine. A blend of Grenache, Syrah and 
Mourvèdre matured 12 months in seasoned, neu-
tral foudres, it’s opulently textured but freshly bal-
anced, framed by fine-grained, persistent tannins. 
Best now–2030. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $37 

90 Kirkland Signature 2018 Gigondas. For full 
review see page 22. Best Buy. 

abv: 15% Price: $15 

90 Lavau 2018 Gigondas. This hunky, ripe 
blend of Grenache (50%), Syrah (40%) 

and Mourvèdre (10%) is sourced from limestone 
and clay soils in the terraced plots of Gigondas. Big 
and warming with a densely packed core of black-
berry flavor and fiery tannins, it’s ready now, best 
alongside a juicy steak, and should hold through 
2028. Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $29 

90 Rémy Ferbras 2018 Terre de Mistral (Gigo-
ndas). Sun-scorched herbs and caramel-

ized plums abound in this ripe but crisply balanced 
red. A full-bodied blend of Grenache, Syrah and 
Mourvèdre, it offers a red-cherry palate lifted by a 
blood-orange acidity and fine, supple tannins that 
linger on the finish. Ready now, the wine should 
drink well through 2028. Prestige Beverage Group. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Grandes Serres 2018 La Combe des March-
ands (Gigondas). Hints of caramelized bal-

samic and cinnamon notes of dried plum are dis-
closed in this plush, warming blend of Grenache, 
Syrah, Mourvèdre and Cinsault. Vinified and 
matured with no new-oak influence, it’s a con-
centrated, meaty red with soft, furry tannins and 
savory nuances of earth. At peak now–2028. Misa 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

89 Les Trois Couronnes 2017 Gigondas. Whiffs 
of plum preserves and dried porcini mush-

rooms introduce this rich, weighty blend of 70% 
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Grenache, 20% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre. Tasted 
in early 2021, it has hints of singed caramel and 
sweet soy sauce that suggest glimpses of maturity 
but it still boasts a core of roasted-plum and cherry 
flavors too. Fine-grained, chalky tannins accentuate 
its readiness. Best to enjoy now–2024. OWS Wine 
& Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

89 Ravoire et Fils 2018 Olivier Ravoire (Gigo-
ndas). Graphite and crushed earth accent 

ripe, slightly cooked blackberry and cassis flavors 
in this full-bodied but elegantly structured blend 
of predominantly Grenache and Syrah. It merges 
plump black-fruit flavors against earthier elements 
of dried garrigue and smoke. Fine-grained but firm 
tannins line the finish. Ready now, the wine should 
hold through 2028. Wine Warehouse Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

VACQUEYRAS

93 Domaine de la Pigeade 2017 Vacqueyras. 
Whiffs of burnt caramel and campfire 

accent penetrating blackberry and blueberry flavors 
in this ripe, warming blend of Grenache, Syrah and 
Mourvèdre. Matured nine months in barrique, it is 
pure in black-fruit flavors but deliciously charry 
and piquantly spiced too. Soft, furry tannins and 
hints of smoked hazelnut linger on the finish. Ready 
now, the wine should drink beautifully through 
2030. Vitis Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

93 Domaine la Garrigue 2018 Vacqueyras. Sun-
kissed raspberries and rose petals perfume 

this bright, penetrating blend of Grenache, Syrah, 
Mourvèdre and Cinsault. It’s a surprising contrast 
to this producer’s equally delicious but significantly 
brawnier 2017 bottling. Full bodied but freshly 
composed, it highlights crisp red-plum and cherry 
flavors lifted by a mineral undertow and brisk acid-
ity. This lovely wine is ready now but should hold 
well through 2026. European Cellars. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 Brotte 2018 Bouvencourt (Vacqueyras). 
Piquant notes of shaved black pepper, nut-

meg and clove accent bright, juicy blackberry and 
black cherry in this full-bodied Grenache-Syrah 
blend. Richer and deeper in concentration than the 
2017 bottling, it’s a structured, velvety red with a 
lingering spicy finish. Ready now, the wine should 
improve through 2025 and hold further still. W. 
Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Domaine de la Verde 2018 Alpha-Omega (Vac-
queyras). A blend of equal parts Grenache 

and Syrah matured partially in oak, this rich red 
highlights ripe flavors of preserved plums and black 
cherries. Softly textured and wrapped in fine, furry 
tannins, the wine has a lingering charry finish. 

Ready now, it should drink well through 2028. Z 
Wine Gallery Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $35 

91 Domaine de la Verde 2018 Òra (Vacqueyras). 
Sun-kissed black cherries are ripe yet vibrant 

in this blend of Grenache (55%), Syrah (25%) and 
Mourvèdre (20%). Matured partially in oak barrels, 
it offers penetrating cherry and berry flavors that 
are pure but framed by firm, gripping tannins and 
hints of vanilla and smoke. This powerful, elegant 
wine should maintain peak performance through 
2028. Z Wine Gallery Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Bernard Chamfort 2019 Vacqueyras. Whiffs 
of leather, smoked nut and pine boughs 

lend savory undertones to pristine blackberry and 
blueberry in this wine. A full-bodied but freshly 
balanced blend of 70% Grenache, 20% Syrah and 
10% Cinsault, this vibrant yet nuanced and earthy 
wine should drink at peak through 2025. French 
Libation. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

90 Domaine de la Verde 2018 Prelude (Vacqu-
eyras). Black cherries and red plums are 

highlighted by anise and black pepper in this pure-
fruited, silky Grenache blend. Matured entirely 
in concrete, it’s full bodied and plush but struc-
tured crisply by kicks of red-currant acidity and 
fine-grained, silky tannins. Ready now, the wine 
should drink at peak through 2026. Z Wine Gallery 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $22 

90 Domaine de Verquiere 2019 Vacqueyras. 
Blackberry preserves are marked by shades 

of anise and char in this bright, fruit-focused blend 
of Grenache (60%), Syrah (30%) and Cinsault 
(10%). While full bodied and satiny in texture, it’s a 
fresh, easy-drinking red with a zesty mineral spine 
and crisp black-currant acidity. At peak now–2024. 
French Libation. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Maison Bouachon 2017 Pierrelongue (Vac-
queyras). Strikes of charred wood and 

dried garrigue accent notes of preserved cherry and 
strawberry in this medium-bodied blend of Gre-
nache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. Structured with firm 
tannins and etched by inflections of earth and cured 
meat, this savory wine should drink well through 
2030. Boisset Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Domaine de la Brunely 2019 Vacqueyras. 
While bramble and berry notes are delicate 

on the nose, the palate of this crisp, fresh-fruited 
red is packed with zesty redcurrant and red-cherry 
flavors. A Grenache-dominant blend augmented by 
Syrah, Mourvèdre, Cinsault and Carignan, it’s full 
bodied but zippy and should drink at peak now 
through 2025. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

89 Lavau 2018 Vacqueyras. Luscious blueberry 
and black-plum flavors are ripe, almost 

ruddy, in this plush blend of Grenache (50%), 
Syrah (40%) and Mourvèdre (10%). Matured par-
tially in oak, it’s a softly textured wine edged by 
pliant tannins. Ready now, it should drink at peak 
through 2026. Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

87 Gigondas la Cave 2018 Beaumirail (Vacqu-
eyras). Notes of crisp raspberry and red 

cherry are singed by charred bramble and crushed 
olives in this Grenache-dominant blend augmented 
by Syrah, Mourvèdre and Cinsault. Peppery and a 
bit meaty on the finish, it offers savory tones and 
firm, stalwart tannins that would balance well with 
grilled meat and stewed-fowl dishes. Wine Wine 
Situation. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

BEAUMES-DE-VENISE

91 Domaine de la Pigeade 2017 Hur le Vent (Beau-
mes-de-Venise). Notes of mulberry and cassis 

are ripe but pristine in this rich, concentrated blend 
of 70% Grenache and 30% Syrah grown on lime-
stone-clay soils. Black-fruit flavors pulsate deeply 
but have a vibrant lift of crushed earth and salty 
minerality. Matured nine months prior to bottling 
with no oak influence, the boldly fruit-focused wine 
offers soft, silky tannins. It should drink at peak 
through 2027. Vitis Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

91 RhonéA 2018 Bel Air (Beaumes-de-Venise). 
For full review see page 16. 

abv: 15% Price: $34 

90 Château la Croix des Pins 2018 Les Contre-
forts de Montmirail (Beaumes-de-Venise). 

Zesty redcurrant and raspberry tones extend from 
nose to finish in this full-bodied but crisp red. A 
blend of organically grown Grenache and Syrah, 
it’s briskly concentrated and accented by bristling 
strikes of crushed stone and salt. Soft, furry tannins 
make it immediately appealing but it should hold 
through 2026. Cape Classics. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $24 

90 Domaine la Ligière 2019 Les Garennes 
(Beaumes-de-Venise). Fresh violet and lilac 

petals perfume this supple, silk-textured blend of 
organically grown Grenache and Syrah sourced from 
sandy hills. A vivacious expression of the Rhône, it’s 
peppered by crushed granite and a vibrantly green, 
herbal streak. Soft tannins make it welcoming 
young but it should drink at peak through 2026. AP 
Wine Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Gabriel Meffre 2018 Laurus (Beaumes-de-
Venise). Crushed granite and sun-drenched 

mulberries introduce this full-bodied but sharply 
balanced blend of 50% Grenache, 45% Syrah and 
5% Carignan. Sourced from gypsum and clay soils 
in high-altitude sites in the Dentelles de Montmi-
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rail, it highlights bright, almost zesty redcurrant 
and red-cherry flavors edged by fine, silky tannins. 
The fresh finish conveys lingering notes of smoked 
nut and cinnamon. It’s ready now but should hold 
through 2026. Vision Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $28 

90 Gigondas la Cave 2017 Terrissimo (Beaumes-
de-Venise). A full-bodied blend of 60% 

Grenache and 40% Syrah, this wine offers a smoky, 
charry backbone alongside vibrant pomegranate 
and black-cherry flavors. It wears its fruity, earthen 
duality well. Best now–2027. Wine Wine Situation. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

89 Gigondas la Cave 2018 Terrissimo (Beaumes-
de-Venise). Subtle notes of dried thyme 

and violet blossoms linger from nose to finish in 
this full-bodied, smoky blend of 65% Grenache 
and 35% Syrah. Bright, penetrating blackberry 
and plum flavors contrast notes of singed cedar and 
hazelnut on the palate and finish on fine-grained 
but slightly puckering tannins. Best now–2028. 
Wine Wine Situation. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

89 RhonéA 2018 La Beaume (Beaumes-de-
Venise). This blend of 60% Grenache and 

40% Syrah sourced from black-marl Jurassic soils 
suggests fresh, cutting blackberry and cherry fla-
vors with a crisp mineral sheen. While full bodied 
and plush in texture, this bright, airy sip is framed 
by fine, smooth tannins and a lingering mineral fin-
ish. It’s ready now but should hold through 2026. 
Metrowine Distribution. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

89 RhonéA 2017 Trias (Beaumes-de-Venise). 
RhonéA’s series of Beaumes de Venise 

wines gives a fascinating overview of the diversity of 
soil types in this region. This full-bodied but bris-
tling blend of 75% Grenache, 20% Syrah and 5% 
Mourvèdre highlights piercing blackberry and plum 
flavors sourced from the red gypsum soils of the 
Triassic period. Crisply composed and accented by 
hints of char and smoke, it’s at peak now to 2025. 
Metrowine Distribution. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

88 Domaine Caroline Bonnefoy 2018 Beaumes-
de-Venise. Notes of incense and preserved 

black plums introduce this smoky, spicy blend of 
75% Grenache and 25% Syrah. While full in body, 
it’s a briskly composed wine highlighting tart black-
berry flavors and a lingering earthen finish. Best 
now–2026. Jerome Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE

98 Domaine de la Janasse 2019 Chaupin 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). This Grenache is 

sourced from the sandy soils of two prized vine-
yards, La Janasse and La Crau. Redolent of rose pet-
als, smoky tea leaves and black cherry, the deeply 

penetrating wine pulsates through a long, long fin-
ish. Matured 12 months in large-format wood, it’s 
pure in fruit and satiny on the palate. Stunning 
young, the wine should gain complexity through at 
least 2040 and hold much further still. European 
Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $88 

98 Domaine de la Janasse 2019 Vieilles Vignes 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). In contrast to 

Janasse’s varietal Châteauneuf-du-Pape bottlings, 
this expression of old vines dating as far back as 
1920 blends Grenache, Mourvèdre, Syrah and other 
grapes from four distinct vineyard sites. Matured 
primarily in foudres, it offers piercing blackberry 
and black-plum flavors softened by flurries of pep-
percorn and anise as well as ripe, feathery tannins. 
Anchored by a firm earthen undertow, the wine will 
improve through 2040 and hold further. European 
Cellars. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $115 

97 Clos St Antonin 2019 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
Mulled blueberries and dewy rose-petal 

notes perfume this silk-textured Grenache. It’s a 
rich, powerfully penetrating wine that fills the pal-
ate in pools of black-cherry and berry flavors, but 
maintains a thrilling mineral freshness and vital-
ity. Framed by fine, silky tannins, it’s approachable 
already but should improve well through 2040 at 
least. DB Wine Selection. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $62 

97 E. Guigal 2018 Château de Nalys Grand Vin 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). The flagship wine 

of de Nalys sourced from the famed La Crau vine-
yard, this powerful, complex red highlights Gre-
nache augmented by Syrah, Mourvèdre, Counoise 
and Vacarèse. Matured partially in oak, it offers 
black-plum flavors muted by shades of earth, sun-
scorched garrigue and a lingering vein of salty min-
erality. While soft in tannin, the wine needs time 
to tease out its smoky, stony nuances. Drink 2028–
2040. Vintus LLC. Cellar Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $105 

96 Domaine du Grand Tinel 2019 Alexis Establet 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Aromas of black-

berry compote and cherry-vanilla bonbons intro-
duce this deeply concentrated Grenache. In contrast 
to the producer’s unoaked Heres, this intensely ber-
ried bottling showcases old-vine Grenache matured 
18 months in new and old oak casks, lending round-
ness and heft to the palate along with subtle accents 
of ash and singed anise. Framed by fine-grained but 
penetating tannins, this powerful wine should drink 
well for decades to come. Serge Doré Selections. 
—A.I. 
abv: 16% Price: $95 

96 Domaine du Grand Tinel 2019 Heres 
 (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Shavings of dark 

chocolate and coffee grinds lend sultriness to ripe, 
plummy blueberry and black-cherry flavors in this 
unoaked, fruity varietal Grenache. Sourced from 
century-old vines, it’s rich and brawny on the palate 
but freshened by strikes of salt, clay and perfumed 

lilac blossoms. Delicious already, the wine should 
continue to gain complexity through 2040 and hold 
longer still. Serge Doré Selections. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 16% Price: $95 

95 Alain Jaume et Fils 2019 Vieux Terron 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Brandy-soaked 

black cherries and crushes of basalt introduce 
this intensely fruity but peppery, salt-rimmed red. 
A blend of 85% Grenache, 10% Syrah and 5% 
Mourvèdre, it’s concentrated but maintains a min-
eral freshness and lovely violet perfume. Edged with 
soft, silky tannins, the wine is approachable young 
but should drink at peak through 2030 at least. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $56 

95 Domaine des Pères de L’Eglise 2018 
L’Heritage de Pollus (Châteauneuf-du-

Pape). A varietal Grenache sourced from century-
old vines, this plummy, salt-rimmed sip juxtaposes 
ripe black-cherry and mulberry flavors against a 
thrilling minerality. It’s a big, muscular red but 
framed by fine, furry tannins and a tang of sun-
baked clay and basalt. Delicious young, the wine 
is likely to improve further through at least 2030. 
Integrity Wines LLC. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $95 

95 Domaine des Pères de L’Eglise 2019 Le Calice 
de Saint Pierre (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). 

Whiffs of rose petal and fresh raspberry are subtle 
yet thrilling in this wine. A blend of 85% Grenache, 
10% Mourvèdre and 5% Syrah, it is full bodied but 
bright in composition, balanced by lip-smacking 
blackberry and crisp plum flavors. The long, sup-
ple finish is framed by ripe, cocoa-powder tannins. 
Delicious already, the wine should gain complexity 
through 2040 and hold further. Integrity Wines 
LLC. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $60 

94 Château Cabrières 2016 Les Silex de 
Cabrières (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Silex 

refers to the large, flint pebbles that cover this 
northern Châteauneuf-du-Pape vineyard and it’s 
hard not to notice their salty, smoky undertones in 
this deeply fruity, penetrating red. The palate of this 
unoaked blend of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah 
highlights youthful, ripe black-cherry and plum fla-
vors coated in soft, silky tannins and a lift of miner-
ality. Delicious young, the wine should hold through 
2025. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Domaine du Vieux Lazaret 2017 Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape. Whispers of menthol, 

lilac and charred cedar lend complexity to this pep-
pery, piquant red. A Grenache-dominant blend aug-
mented by Syrah, Mourvèdre and other grape vari-
eties, it’s a robust and meaty but vibrantly balanced 
wine packed with juicy red cherry and plum. The 
finish lingers long on soft, chalky tannins. Delicious 
young, the wine should improve through 2030 and 
gain further earthen, leathery complexities if held 
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further. David Milligan Selections. Cellar Selection. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $42 

94 Domaine Font de Courtedune 2018 Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape. This Grenache (aug-

mented by just 1% Counoise, Cinsault, Terret and 
Mourvèdre grapes) beguiles from nose to finish 
with a dazzling purity of fruit. Matured 15 months 
in concrete, it offers ripe but luminous blackberry 
and plum flavors edged by veins of fresh sage and 
basil along with fine, silky tannins. Bright in acid-
ity and penetrating through a long finish, the wine 
is ready now but likely to maintain peak through 
2028. Integrity Wines LLC. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Domaine Tour Saint-Michel 2019 Cuvée des 
deux Soeurs (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Notes 

of sun-drenched black cherry and strawberry pre-
serves are sonorous in this fruit-forward, piercing 
blend of 90% Grenache and 10% Syrah. It high-
lights all of Grenache’s red-fruited delights and 
soft, pillowy tannins along with a twist of Syrah’s 
peppery, brambly spice. Delightful young, it should 
maintain peak through 2030 at least. DHI Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

94 Domaine Tour Saint-Michel 2019 Cuvée du 
Lion (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Summer rasp-

berries and lilac petals perfume this fresh-fruited, 
juicy blend of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. It’s 
plump on the palate but lifted by streaks of salty, 
dusty mineral notes and a cheery red-berry acidity. 
Soft, furry tannins are mouthfilling but well inte-
grated. Irresistible young, the wine should maintain 
peak through 2030 at least. DHI Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $80 

94 E. Guigal 2018 Saintes Pierres de Nalys 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Matured primar-

ily in stainless steel, this fresh-fruited red is packed 
with summer-sweet blackberry and plum goodness 
edged by salty, smoky minerality. A Grenache-dom-
inant blend sourced from each of de Nalys’ three 
plots, it’s an immediate and hedonistic yet soulful 
wine best enjoyed now to 2026. Vintus LLC. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

93 Domaine Clef de Saint Thomas 2018 La Clef 
de Saint Thomas (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). 

This perfumed blend of 50% Grenache, 30% Syrah 
and 20% Mourvèdre fills the glass with notes of 
dried lavender, blackberry jam and scorched earth. 
Matured 12 months in oak, the concentrated, supple 
wine has a warming, pleasantly charry rim of tan-
nins on the finish. At peak now through 2028, the 
wine should hold longer. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

93 Domaine de la Mordorée 2018 La Reine 
des Bois (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Savory 

streaks of thyme and wild mint lend freshness to 
flavors of cherry compote and blackberry jam in 
this Grenache-dominant red accented by 10% each 

of Mourvèdre and Syrah. While full bodied and 
opulent in mouthfeel, it’s a delicate expression of 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape, with subtle, muted shades 
of fruit, earth and herb and fine, feathery tannins. 
Although at peak now through 2026, the wine will 
hold longer. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $112 

93 Domaine de Mourchon 2018 Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. Candied black cherries and plum 

confit extend from nose to finish in this juicy blend 
of Grenache (70%), Mourvèdre (20%) and Syrah 
(10%). Matured primarily in French oak, it’s fruity 
but plush, framed by a ruffle of stony, salty mineral-
ity on the finish. While irresistible for its youthful 
exuberance, it should mature well through 2028. 
Chelsea Ventures. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine Duclaux 2015 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Tasted in early 2021, this full-bodied 

but freshly composed blend of eight red and white 
grape varieties is just starting to show glimpses of 
maturity. Red-cherry and dried-strawberry notes 
are cutting and fresh on the palate but edged by 
hints of leather, crushed earth, camphor and anise. 
Spry and softly tannic, the wine is at peak now but 
should hold well through 2030. David Milligan 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

93 Ferraton Père et Fils 2019 Le Parvis (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). A whiff of blood lends 

iodine complexity to pristine black-cherry and cas-
sis flavors in this delicately tannic, satin-textured 
Syrah-Mourvèdre blend. Richly concentrated, the 
succulent wine is properly ripe but maintains an 
earthen, granitic restraint. It drinks well young but 
should maintain peak through 2030. Sera Wine 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $52 

93 Kirkland Signature 2019 Cuvée du Terroir 
des Papes (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). For full 

review see page 11. Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $20 

92 Brotte 2018 Les Hauts de Barville (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Dusty tangs of basalt 

juxtapose perfumed black cherry and raspberry on 
the nose of this plush red composed predominantly 
of Grenache and Syrah. Matured with no new-oak 
influences, it offers ripe but pure cassis and plum 
flavors shaded by hints of sun-dried garrigue and 
fine, sandpapery tannins. This elegant, slightly 
restrained Châteauneuf-du-Pape is ready now but 
should improve through 2028 and hold further. W. 
Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

92 Cellier des Princes 2017 Hérédita (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Veins of charred 

vanilla, smoke and chocolate interlace with rich, 
plummy tones of black-cherry cola and plum pre-
serves in this wine. A blend of 90% Grenache aug-
mented by 5% each of Syrah and Mourvèdre, this 
caramel-edged sip finishes on soft, furry tannins. 

Immediately enjoyable, the wine should hold well 
through 2030. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $65 

92 Château Maucoil 2018 Privilège (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Matured 12 to18 

months in oak, this Grenache-dominant blend 
(accented by smaller proportions of Syrah, Mourvè-
dre and Cinsault) has concentrated flavors of black-
berry preserve and dried plum. Voluminous but 
freshly balanced, the velvety black-fruit flavors 
are muted by earthen shades of granite, dried sage 
and char. Ready now, the wine should drink at peak 
through 2028. Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $49 

91 Cellier des Princes 2019 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Fresh and sunny in fruit, this wine 

offers raspberry-jam and black-cherry confit fla-
vors accented by cranberry acidity and ripe, charry 
tannins. A blend of 90% Grenache augmented by 
5% each of Syrah and Mourvèdre, this immediately 
accessible red is best enjoyed through 2026. Serge 
Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 16% Price: $70 

91 Cellier des Princes 2019 Blason du Prince (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Big and bright fruited, 

this is a blend of 90% Grenache augmented by 
equal proportions of Syrah and Mourvèdre. Packed 
with ripe, freshly concentrated blackberry and 
cherry flavors accented by hints of char, granite and 
menthol, it’s a forward, juicy sip framed by fine-
grained, feathery tannins. Ready to drink immedi-
ately, it should maintain peak through 2026 and 
hold further. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 16% Price: $42 

91 Cellier des Princes 2019 Cuvée Sainte Vierge 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Smoke and charred 

anise notes introduce this plush Grenache-dom-
inant blend (accented by just 5% each of Syrah 
and Mourvèdre). While bold in volume, it’s a softly 
tannic, gently treading sip that fills the palate with 
pools of inky cassis and preserved-plum flavors. 
Ruffled by hints of forest floor and dried garrigue, 
it’s an immediately approachable but elegant red 
best enjoyed through 2026. Serge Doré Selections. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $70 

91 Château Cabrières 2016 L’Esprit (Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape). Whiffs of balsamic vin-

egar, leather and charcuterie mingle into richly 
concentrated flavors of dried strawberry and 
blackberry preserves in this full-bodied, complex 
Grenache blend. Tasted in early 2021, it still has a 
powerful core of red- and black-fruit flavors, but 
shows earthier, meatier shades of maturation too. 
At peak now, the wine should hold through 2024. 
Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $73 

91 Château Maucoil 2018 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
This organically grown blend of Grenache, 

Syrah, Mourvèdre and Cinsault offers ripe but 
restrained flavors of dried plum and blueberries 
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edged by shavings of peppery spice, baked clay 
and graphite. Plump in texture and framed by fine-
grained, silky tannins, it’s enjoyable immediately 
but should hold well through 2028. Kinson The 
Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $36 

91 Domaine de l’Arnesque 2018 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Spicy shards of cinnamon and violet 

petals perfume this voluminous but bright, fresh-
fruited Grenache blend (augmented by 10% each 
of Syrah and Mourvèdre). Supple on the palate, it 
highlights ripe but restrained notes of blueberry 
and black cherry coated in fine, furry tannins and 
a lingering vein of tar. At peak now–2028. Scoperta 
Importing Co. Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $40 

91 Lavau 2018 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Ripe, vel-
vety swathes of blackberry and black-plum 

preserves abound in this full-bodied, softly tannic 
red. A blend of Grenache (50%), Syrah (40%) and 
Mourvèdre (10%) matured partially in oak, it is ripe 
in fruit but elegantly subdued by tones of freshly 
tilled earth, charred clove and graphite. Ready to 
drink now, it should hold well through 2028. Kin-
son The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $33 

91 Les Trois Couronnes 2016 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. A hint of lilac beckons on the nose of 

this plush, fresh-fruited blend of 60% Grenache, 
20% Syrah and 20% Mourvèdre. Tasted in early 
2021, it is remarkably youthful still, with pristine 
black-plum and candied black-cherry flavors. Lus-
ciously ripe and softly concentrated, it’s an immedi-
ately enjoyable wine that should hold well through 
2024. OWS Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Clos Saint Michel 2018 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Graphite and iodine meld into black 

currant and mulberry in this savory, earthen 
expression of Châteauneuf-du-Pape. A blend of 
40% Grenache, 30% Mourvèdre and 30% Syrah, 
it’s a richly concentrated, softly tannic red with a 
meaty, smoky character that should pair especially 
well with boar or wild game. It’s ready to drink now, 
but should improve through 2028. Saranty Imports. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47 

90 Clos Saint Michel 2018 Cuvée Réservée 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). In this wine, hints 

of clove, graphite and wild mint lend earthen, herbal 
inflections to ripe flavors of baked plum and black-
berry preserves. A blend of 40% Grenache, 30% 
Syrah and 30% Mourvèdre matured 12 months in 
barrel, this softly textured, delicately tannic wine 
is approachable young but will likely hold through 
2028 at least. Saranty Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $47 

90 Jean-Luc Colombo 2019 Les Bartavelles 
(Châteauneuf-du-Pape). This is a bright, 

pure-fruited blend of 45% Syrah, 35% Grenache 
and 20% Mourvèdre. Youthful and unadulterated, 

it offers juicy, uncomplicated blackberrry, plum 
and cassis flavors lifted by a spray of crushed stone 
and spry acidity. Soft and easy in tannins, this wine 
should be enjoyed young. Taub Family Selections. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Le Mas des Galets 2019 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. Intensely ripe, primary flavors of 

black cherry and strawberry preserves take center 
stage in this juicy, youthful blend of Grenache and 
Syrah. Accented by soft, chalky tannins and just a 
hint of salty minerality, it’s a fresh-faced, approach-
able Châteauneuf-du-Pape to enjoy young. Misa 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

90 Les Alliés 2019 Châteauneuf-du-Pape. A 
minty vein of black-cherry menthol mingles 

into plum and blackberry preserve in this full-bod-
ied, feathery red. A blend of 60% Grenache, 20% 
Mourvèdre and 20% Syrah, it offers ripe, ruddy 
black-fruit flavors shaded by hints of earth, tobacco 
and allspice as well as soft, furry tannins. Ready 
now, the wine should hold through 2026. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Vignobles et Compagnie 2019 Bertrand de 
Got (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Preserved 

black cherries and roasted plums are glazed with 
notes of caramel and balsamic vinegar in this warm-
ing, velvety Grenache-Syrah blend. Richly concen-
trated but lifted by notes of camphor and menthol, 
it finishes long on plush, chalky tannins. The wine 
is ready now but should hold well through 2030. 
Savorian Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

89 Grande Réserve Papale 2019 Châteauneuf-
du-Pape. This blend of 60% Grenache and 

40% Syrah offers rich, plummy swirls of bran-
died-cherry flavor dusted with sprinklings of ash, 
cocoa powder and char. Full bodied and plush, this 
rounded, velvety sip finishes on furry, slightly puck-
ering tannins. The wine is ready now but should 
maintain peak through 2029. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

89 Réserve des Oliviers 2019 Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. This plush, open-knit blend of Gre-

nache (60%) and Syrah (40%) highlights fleshy, 
almost ruddy, flavors of baked plum and preserved 
blueberries. Accented by hints of caramelized bal-
samic and a softly textured, charry rim of tannins, 
the wine should maintain peak now through 2026. 
Massanois Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

88 Père Anselme NV La Fiole du Pape 
 (Châteauneuf-du-Pape). Delicate whiffs 

of toast and black-cherry preserves introduce this 
full-bodied blend of Grenache, Syrah, Mourvèdre 
and Cinsault. Flavors of roasted black plums and 
dried blueberries are accented by delicate veins of 
smoke and char as well as a dusting of dried, savory 

herbs. Soft in tannins, it’s ready to drink now but 
should hold well through 2026. W. Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

LIRAC

93 Château Mont-Redon 2018 Lirac. Smoky 
notes of mesquite mingle into plump fla-

vors of preserved plum and red-cherry coulis in this 
weighty, richly concentrated blend of Grenache, 
Syrah and Mourvèdre. Sourced from limestone soils 
and drenched with sunshine and peppery spice, it’s 
an elevated, penetrating expression of Lirac that 
should improve through 2030. Frederick Wildman 
& Sons, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Domaine des Pères de L’Eglise 2019 Lirac. 
Notes of lilac and freesia perfume blend of 

85% Grenache, 10% Carignan and 5% Syrah vini-
fied primarily in concrete. Black-plum and blue-
berry flavors are breathtakingly pure, accented only 
by faint shards of graphite and an invigorating lift 
of salty, crystalline minerality. Soft, supple tannins 
cushion a long finish. The wine is drinking beauti-
fully now but should improve through 2030. Integ-
rity Wines LLC. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $35 

92 Domaine Maby 2019 La Fermade (Lirac). 
Piercing black-currant and raspberry notes 

extend from nose to finish in this fruity, uno-
aked blend of Grenache (45%), Syrah (35%) and 
Mourvèdre (20%). Transparent in fruit quality yet 
accented by shavings of black pepper and basalt, it’s 
a lavishly textured red that’s irresistible young but 
should hold well through 2025 at least. DB Wine 
Selection. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

91 Domaine du Joncier 2017 Marine Roussel Ici 
(Lirac). In contrast to this producer’s more 

savory, dark-fruited Les Muses bottling, the Ici 
highlights bright flavors of tart red cherry and plum 
spiced by shavings of cinnamon, cedar and camphor. 
A Grenache-dominant blend augmented by Syrah, 
Carignan and Cinsault, this full-bodied, crisply bal-
anced wine is framed by taut, fine-grained tannins. 
Ready now, it should improve through 2027. Rabe-
lais Wines . —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

91 Domaine du Joncier 2017 Marine Roussel Les 
Muses (Lirac). This brambly, leather-touched 

red is a blend of organically grown Mourvèdre and 
Syrah. Full bodied and penetrating in blackberry 
and cassis flavors, it highlights rich fruit against 
savory shades of crushed earth and fur. Sharply 
framed by a peppery, herbal edge, it’s a deeply 
nuanced wine at peak now through 2027. Rabelais 
Wines. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $34 

91 Domaine Maby 2018 Nessun Dorma (Lirac). 
High-intensity aromas of black-cherry nec-

tar, vanilla bean and burnt caramel introduce this 
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lavish blend of 80% Syrah and 20% Grenache. 
Richly extracted in blackberry and blueberry fla-
vors, it’s a full-throttle, silky red that finishes on 
long, baby-soft tannins. Hedonistic young, the wine 
should hold well through 2028. DB Wine Selection. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $39 

91 Guillaume Gonnet 2018 Le Virtuose (Lirac). 
This unoaked blend of 80% Grenache and 

20% Syrah offers the same blossomy flair and pris-
tine, pure-fruited goodness of this producer’s much 
more expensive Châteauneuf-du-Pape bottlings 
but with an ease and juiciness that’s irresistible. 
Swathed by plumes of violet and lilac as well as a 
sharp vein of graphite, this crisp, black-cherried sip 
drinks gorgeously young but should maintain peak 
through 2025. Misa Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

89 Château de Montfaucon 2018 Lirac. Warm-
ing notes of allspice and charred cardamom 

lend spice to flavors of blueberry and black-plum 
preserves in this plush blend of 60% Grenache, 
30% Syrah and 10% Cinsault. Silky in tannins and 
plummy on the palate, it’s a softly treading, juicy sip 
best enjoyed now through 2023. Winebow. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 La Font de Notre Dame 2018 Lirac. Earthen 
notes of scorched garrigue and leather 

accent piercing black-cherry and cassis flavors in 
this rustic red. A blend of Grenache (70%), Syrah 
(25%) and Mourvèdre, it finishes long on ripe, 
softly caressing tannins. Cynthia Hurley Wine 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

LAUDUN

90 Laudun Chusclan 2019 Les Petites Parcelles 
de Dolia (Laudun). This is a plummy, con-

centrated blend of Grenache, Syrah and Carignan. 
Full bodied and framed by fine-grained, chalky tan-
nins, it balances ripe flavors of black-cherry com-
pote and plums against an earthen, stony undertow. 
At peak now–2025. Fine Terroir Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

90 Maison Sinnae 2019 Eléments Luna (Lau-
dun). This fragrant, fruit-focused blend of 

Grenache, Syrah and Carignan highlights ripe, pris-
tine blackberry, cassis and plum flavors. Full bodied 
but crisply balanced, it’s held upright by very fine, 
persistent tannins. Finishing on a kiss of violet per-
fume and gravelly minerality, this fantastic bargain 
wine should drink at peak through 2025. Cutting 
Edge Selections. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

VENTOUX

96 Château Pesquié 2018 Ascensio (Ventoux). 
Pure, pulsating black-plum and preserved-

strawberry flavors take center stage in this Gre-

nache (augmented by 5% Syrah). Matured entirely 
in cement tanks, it’s unabashedly forward but has 
a thrilling veil of salt, cut stone and earth that 
lends lift and finesse throughout. Produced only 
in outstanding vintages, this bottling spectacularly 
expresses the power, concentration and freshness of 
Ventoux. European Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $98 

96 Domaine de Fondrèche 2018 Divergente 
(Ventoux). Sourced from a single parcel of 

Syrah planted in 1955, this benchmark Ventoux red 
calibrates the penetration and angularity of Syrah 
with the intensity of Southern Rhône sun and a 
salty, stony minerality. A powerful wine, it’s also 
dazzling and fresh, with chalky, finely edged tannins 
and a piercing, crystalline finish. Delicious young, 
the wine should mature well through 2030 and hold 
further still. French Libation. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

95 Château Pesquié 2018 Silica (Ventoux). 
Breathtaking in freshness and delicate on 

the palate, this full-bodied but airy red is a marvel-
ous study of Grenache grown on sand and limestone 
soils at 1,000 feet above sea level. Don’t be alarmed 
by the 15.5% listed alcohol—this wine is power-
fully concentrated but almost ballerina-like on its 
feet. A small amount of Cinsault in the blend lends 
zest and a kiss of blossomy perfume on the finish. 
Stunning young, the wine should hold well through 
2030. European Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $50 

95 Chêne Bleu 2012 Abélard (Ventoux). 
Received in early 2021 almost a decade 

after harvest, this spicy, complex blend of Grenache 
and Syrah hits all the right notes of a well-matured 
Southern Rhône red. It’s shaded by accents of 
autumn leaves, caramelized balsamic and nutmeg 
but retains a penetrating core of blackberry and 
black-plum flavors. Cut with shards of limestone 
and salt, this invigorating, peppery wine finishes 
long on fine, feathery tannins and a murmur of 
leather. It’s delicious now but should hold well 
through 2025. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Editors’ Choice. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $90 

94 Château Pesquié 2018 Artemia (Ventoux). 
This biodynamically farmed, single-vine-

yard blend of Syrah (75%) and Grenache (25%) 
offsets rich, spicy flavors of plum pudding and black 
figs against veins of crushed earth, granite and ore. 
It’s a vibrant yet svelte red, supple in mouthfeel 
and tannins. Ready now, the wine should improve 
through 2028 and hold further. European Cellars. 
—A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

94 Domaine de Fondrèche 2018 Il Était Une 
Fois (Ventoux). Old vines of Grenache dat-

ing to 1936 take the spotlight in this rich, velvety 
red sourced from clay and limestone soils. It’s an 
unctuous, concentrated wine packed with flavors 
of dried strawberry and red-cherry compote along 
with delicate hints of leather and scorched garrigue. 

The 10% each of Syrah and Mourvèdre lend angu-
larity and freshness to the finish. French Libation. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $56 

93 Château Pesquié 2018 Quintessence (Ven-
toux). A salty rim lends mouthwatering 

refreshment to deep, concentrated blackberry and 
cassis flavors in this blend of 80% Syrah and 20% 
Grenache. While decadently fruity, it’s lifted and 
perfumed too, accented by sprays of lavender and 
smoky tea leaves along with fine, feathery tannins. 
Delicious young, the wine should hold through 
2030. European Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $26 

93 Domaine de Fondrèche 2018 Persia (Ven-
toux). Notes of blueberry and crème de cas-

sis introduce this juicy, inky blend of 90% Syrah 
and 10% Mourvèdre sourced from clay and lime-
stone soils. While matured in oak for 12 months, 
it’s unctuous and supple but pure in fruit too. Bold 
in stature yet filigreed by stone and framed by fine, 
feather-tipped tannins, the wine is ready now and 
should drink well through 2028. French Libation. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Château Pesquié 2019 Terrasses (Ventoux). 
Notes of smoked tea, lilac and black cherry 

perfume this blend of Grenache and Syrah sourced 
from gravelly limestone soils. Unoaked in style, it 
highlights ripe but pristine black-cherry and plum 
flavors accented by a firm, stony minerality. Enjoy 
this exceptionally well-priced yet luminously fruity, 
elegant wine through 2029. European Cellars. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

90 Château Pesquié 2019 Edition 1912M (Ven-
toux). Unoaked and luminous in fruit pro-

file, this vibrant, zesty red highlights pristine black-
currant and cherry flavors. A full-bodied but freshly 
balanced blend of 70% Grenache and 30% Syrah 
sourced from vineyards 1,000 feet above sea level, 
it’s a fantastic value expression of higher-altitude 
Southern Rhône wines. Certified organic. European 
Cellars. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Château Crillon 2017 Ventoux. Charred earth 
and crushed black olives juxtapose ripe fla-

vors of black-cherry preserves and roasted plum 
in this plush, concentrated Grenache-Syrah blend. 
Framed by soft tannins and a refreshingly salty min-
eral midpalate, this immediately enjoyable, supple 
red should drink at peak through 2025. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

89 Domaine de la Brunely 2019 Ventoux. Notes 
of toasted cacao and licorice accent plump, 

pristine red cherry and raspberry in this sun-
drenched but briskly structured blend of Syrah, 
Grenache and Carignan. Sourced from limestone 
soils, it’s a freshly balanced, easy-drinking sip 
rimmed by soft, chalky tannins and a subtly min-
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eral finish. At peak now–2025. Grape Expectations 
(CA). Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $14 

89 Domaine de la Pigeade 2018 Les Sables 
(Ventoux). Unoaked and pure in fruit, this 

full-bodied blend of Grenache, Syrah and Carignan 
highlights penetrating flavors of blackberry and 
blueberry preserves accented by hints of crushed 
black pepper and a bitter olive twist. Approach-
able and easy drinking, this satisfying wine should 
maintain peak through 2025. Vitis Imports. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $14 

88 Cellier des Princes 2019 Domaine de Ju (Ven-
toux). Twists of sun-dried garrigue lend 

smokiness to plump but pristine black cherry and 
plum in this bold, fruity red. Edged by touches of 
char and camphor, the juicy, opulent wine finishes 
on a sizzle of warmth. Best now–2025. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $14 

88 Emma M. Louise 2019 Les Terres Blanches 
(Ventoux). Violet candies and raspberry 

preserves perfume this stridently fruity, pri-
mary blend of Grenache (70%) and Syrah (30%). 
Streaked with black-fruit flavors and a touch of 
cherry-cola spice, it’s a plump, voluminous red 
framed by a grip of fine-grained, bitter tannins. Best 
now–2026. W. Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

87 La Réserve Saint Dominique 2019 Ventoux. 
Granite and red-cherry preserves extend 

from nose to finish in this plush, mouthfilling vari-
etal Grenache. Soft in tannin and yielding on the 
palate, it’s a juicy, intensely red-fruited sip rimmed 
by a whisper of smoky minerality on the finish. Best 
now–2024. Grape Expectations (CA). —A.I. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $14 

87 Marquis de Sade 2016 Ventoux. Charry, 
spicy notes of burnt sage and anise accent 

preserved plum and black cherry in this ripe, easy-
drinking blend of 60% Grenache, 30% Syrah and 
10% Mourvèdre. It’s delicate in concentration but 
soft, cocoa-powder tannins and forward fruit fla-
vors make it immediately approachable. All Star 
Wine Imports, LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $9 

COSTIÈRES DE NÎMES

91 Château L’Ermite d’Auzan 2019 Epicuria 
Mourvèdre (Costières de Nîmes). Mint and 

bramble etch savory, herbal inflections into black-
plum and cassis flavors in this wine. A varietal 
Mourvèdre fermented and aged in large-format 
oak vats, it’s concentrated in black-fruit flavors 
but accented by subtle hints of peppery spice and 
camphor. Supple in tannins and crisply balanced 
in acidity, this immediately welcoming yet stately 

wine should drink at peak through 2027. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

91 Château Mourgues du Grès 2017 Capitelles 
(Costières de Nîmes). Sultry notes of black-

berry, anise and menthol make this old-vine blend 
of Syrah, Grenache and Carignan beguiling from 
nose to finish. Full bodied and packed with crème 
de cassis flavor, it’s an intensely fruity yet lifted 
wine, edged by sprays of salty minerality and very 
fine, feathery tannins. The wine is ready to drink 
now but should hold well through 2025. D.B. Wine 
Selection. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

90 Château d’Or et de Gueules 2016 Trassegum 
(Costières de Nîmes). Whiffs of sun-

scorched garrigue and leather accent blackberry 
and cassis in this smoky blend of Syrah (50%) 
augmented by equal proportions of Carignan and 
Mourvèdre sourced from 80-year-old vines. Moder-
ately full bodied and elegantly shaded by inflections 
of clay and salt, it’s a subtle, slightly savory wine 
that should drink at peak through 2025. Certified 
organic. The Wine House. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

90 Château de Montfrin 2017 Á Mon Seul Désir 
(Costières de Nîmes). Bright, sun-rip-

ened blackberry and bramble notes perfume this 
juicy blend of Syrah (70%), Grenache (25%) and 
Mourvèdre. Etched by veins of graphite and men-
thol and lifted by sprays of stony minerality, it’s a 
youthful, thirst-quenching wine with a touch of 
elegance. Best enjoyed now–2025. Paris Wine Com-
pany. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Château Mourgues du Grès 2019 Galets 
Rouges (Costières de Nîmes). This fresh-

fruited blend of Syrah and Grenache offers gobs of 
bright, sunny blackberry and cassis flavors accented 
by delicate hints of black pepper and anise. Organi-
cally grown and vinified with no oak, it’s a hedonis-
tic, fruit-focused sip that’s best enjoyed young. D.B. 
Wine Selection. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Château Mourgues du Grès 2017 Terre 
d’Argence (Costières de Nîmes). This organ-

ically grown, old-vine Syrah (accented by a touch 
of Grenache) highlights sun-drenched cassis and 
black-plum flavors against inflections of salty, stony 
mineral. Supple on the palate and framed by softly 
treading, chalky tannins, this immediately enjoy-
able wine should drink at peak through 2025. D.B. 
Wine Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Château L’Ermite d’Auzan 2020 Auzan 
Organic (Costières de Nîmes). Youthful, sun-

drenched plum and black-cherry flavors abound in 
this fruit-forward, juicy blend of organically grown 
Syrah, Grenache and Mourvèdre. Unoaked and 
quaffable, the thirst-quenching, plump red offers 
baby-soft tannins and a spray of salty minerality 

that lingers on the finish. Best enjoyed now. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Boutinot 2018 RH1 (Costières de Nîmes). 
Juicy, primary blackberry and mulberry fla-

vors are accented by a salty, chalky edge in this full-
bodied blend of Grenache (75%) and Syrah (25%). 
It’s an easy-drinking, plush wine ideal for drinking 
young, but held upright by firm, sandpaper tannis. 
Boutinot USA, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 Château Beaubois 2020 Expression 
(Costières de Nîmes). Black licorice and char 

juxtapose rose petals and blackberries in this fresh-
footed blend of Syrah (70%), Grenache (20%) and 
Marselan (10%). Made with organic grapes, it’s a 
primary, fruit-focused wine balanced by crisp acid-
ity and a finish marked by tangs of salty mineral-
ity and delicate, bitter tannins. At peak now–2024. 
Natural Merchants, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Château Beaubois 2018 Denim (Costières 
de Nîmes). Hints of toast and cola accent 

concentrated black plum and cherry in this plump, 
velvety blend of Syrah (50%), Grenache (30%) 
and Cinsault (20%). Marked by fine, fiery tannins 
and a lift of minerality, this easy-drinking but solid 
wine should drink well through 2025. Natural Mer-
chants, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

88 Château Guiot 2016 MagnaNîmes (Costières 
de Nîmes). A blend of 80% Mourvèdre and 

20% Syrah, this plush, full-bodied red highlights 
brambly blackberry and cassis flavors against hints 
of leather, dried mint and char. Soft in tannins, the 
immediately enjoyable wine finishes on a savory, 
slightly earthen touch. Best now–2025. Misa 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES 
CHUSCLAN

90 Laudun Chusclan 2018 Maison Sinnae Les 
Genêts (Côtes du Rhône Villages Chusclan). 

Deep blackberry and cassis flavors are edged by 
hints of anise and crushed pepper in this rich, spicy 
wine. A Grenache-based blend augmented by Syrah 
and Carignan, it’s plush but well structured, finish-
ing on fine-grained but pert, persistent tannins. At 
peak now–2025. Fine Terroir Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

88 Laudun Chusclan 2019 Domaine de Géorand 
Cuvée Héritage (Côtes du Rhône Villages 

Chusclan). Ruffles of dried thyme and wild mint 
accent flavors of roasted plum and black-cherry in 
this plump, softly tannic Grenache blend. Edged by 
nuances of earth and char, this supple, delicately 
savory red is best enjoyed now through 2024. Fine 
Terroir Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 
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88 Maison Sinnae 2019 Eléments Sol (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages Chusclan). Scents of 

raspberry cordial and black licorice are shaded by 
sun-dried garrigue and shavings of black pepper on 
the nose of this Grenache-Syrah-Carignan blend. It 
gains richness and concentration on the midpalate, 
finishing on warming notes of roasted black plums 
and soft, yielding tannins. Best enjoyed now–2024. 
Cutting Edge Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES 
PLAN DE DIEU

92 Domaine de l’Espigouette 2018 Côtes du 
Rhône Villages Plan de Dieu. Piercing black-

berry and cassis flavors are streaked with spicy, 
earthen notes of sun-scorched bramble, garrigue 
and basalt in this full-bodied blend of Grenache, 
Syrah and Mourvèdre. While vital and fresh in fruit 
quality, it’s a deeply mineral wine that finishes 
on tangs of salt and chalk. Lovely young, the wine 
should drink well through 2030. Serge Doré Selec-
tions. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $42 

91 Château du Trignon 2016 Côtes du Rhône Vil-
lages Plan de Dieu. The Plan de Dieu is known 

for wines of intensity and power, and this rich, 
deeply black-berried wine offers both in spades. 
Concentrated yet lifted by crisp cassis acidity 
and sprays of dusty clay and limestone, the bold, 
nuanced wine is drinking well young and will likely 
hold through 2026. David Milligan Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

91 Domaine de Verquiere 2019 Côtes du Rhône 
Villages Plan de Dieu. This vibrant, fruit-

focused blend of Grenache (80%) and Syrah 
(20%) is packed with mouthwatering blackberry 
and raspberry flavors and penetrating streaks of 
salty, dusty minerality. Layered with smooth tan-
nins and approachably forward, it’s a bang-for-your 
buck wine with ample finesse. At peak now–2025. 
French Libation. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Château le Grand Retour 2018 Côtes du 
Rhône Villages Plan de Dieu. This succulent, 

mouthfilling blend of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvè-
dre bursts with sun-drenched blueberry flavor plus 
hints of smoky tea leaves, cinnamon and clove. For-
ward and fruity but structured by fine, sandpapery 
tannins, this approachable, elegant sip should drink 
at peak through 2025. Misa Imports. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

90 Domaine Martin 2018 Côtes du Rhône Vil-
lages Plan de Dieu. A smoky, granitic edge 

lends verve to this full-bodied, black-fruited blend 
of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. It’s concen-
trated in blackberry and dried-plum flavors but 
sharpened by notes of menthol, dried sage and 
thyme. Soft tannins make the wine easy drinking 

young yet it should hold through 2026. Lionstone 
International. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Gabriel Meffre 2018 Domaine de Longue 
Toque (Côtes du Rhône Villages Plan de 

Dieu). Made from equal parts Grenache and Syrah, 
this ripe, fruity red balances plush strawberry and 
red-cherry flavors of Grenache against the fresh-
ness and spice of Syrah. Forward and primary, it’s 
a juicy, youthful sip held upright by firm, pleasantly 
charry tannins. At peak now–2025. Terroir Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Bernard Chamfort 2019 Côtes du Rhône Vil-
lages Plan de Dieu. Hints of menthol, leather 

and violet pastilles accent juicy flavors of black-
cherry preserves and raspberry in this full-bodied 
Grenache blend. Opulent in mouthfeel yet gripped 
by fine-grained, bitter tannins, it’s an easy-drinking 
but nuanced red that drinks well now and should 
hold through 2025. French Libation. —A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $18 

89 Cellier des Princes 2019 Domaine Piécaud 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages Plan de Dieu). Aro-

mas of raspberries, thyme and sage are fresh and 
vital in this plump, red-fruited blend of 80% Gre-
nache and 20% Syrah. Accented by hints of cherry 
menthol and a pleasantly bitter edge of tannins, it’s 
a juicy, immediately enjoyable red best enjoyed now 
through 2025. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Château le Grand Retour 2016 Excellence 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages Plan de Dieu). This 

richly concentrated blend of Grenache, Syrah and 
Mourvèdre highlights crème de cassis and mulberry 
flavors spiked by hints of char and eucalyptus. A 
spicy, smoky sip framed by fine, silky tannins, it’s 
ready to drink now but likely to hold well through 
2025. Misa Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Domaine des Pasquiers 2019 Côtes du Rhône 
Villages Plan de Dieu. Matured just nine 

months in cement tanks, this fresh, fruity blend of 
Grenache (65%), Syrah (25%) and Cinsault (10%) 
spotlights bristling blackberry and boysenberry 
flavors. Full bodied but spry and airy in feel, the 
uncomplicated, elegant red finishes on cut stones 
and soft, feathery tannins. Best now–2025. Cognac 
One, LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 

89 Gabriel Meffre 2019 Saint-Mapalis (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages Plan de Dieu). This fresh-

fruited blend of Grenache (60%), Syrah (30%) and 
Mourvèdre is packed with bright raspberry and pre-
served-strawberry flavors. Full bodied yet airy on 
the palate, it’s a forward, anise-scented red that’s 
best enjoyed young yet should hold through 2025. 
Vision Wine & Spirits. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $19 

88 Vignobles et Compagnie 2019 Bois des 
Dentelles (Côtes du Rhône Villages Plan 

de Dieu). A breath of menthol and notes of basalt 
lend freshness to ripe but restrained black-plum 
and mulberry flavors in this briskly concentrated 
Grenache blend. It lacks the density and heft typical 
to the Plan de Dieu but the crisp black-fruit flavors 
are welcoming young. Fine-grained, slightly charry 
tannins add structure. At peak now–2025. Savorian 
Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

87 Bernard Magrez 2018 Côtes du Rhône Villages 
Plan de Dieu. The nose of this Grenache-

dominant blend is initially closed and earthen, but 
the palate offers piercing blackberry and roasted-
plum flavors braced by firm, gripping tannins. It’s 
a juicy, intensely fruity sip anchored by a peppery, 
savory edge that lingers on the finish. Best now–
2024. Misa Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 Vignobles et Compagnie 2018 Dame Guil-
herme (Côtes du Rhône Villages Plan de 

Dieu). Flavors of raspberry and strawberry leath-
ers are pert and primary in this full-bodied, fruit-
forward red. Briskly balanced in acidity, it’s an 
uncomplicated, immediately approachable wine 
best enjoyed young. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES 
SABLET

91 Château La Thébaïde 2020 Côtes du Rhône 
Villages Sablet. Bold aromas of lilac and 

raspberry jelly introduce this pure-fruited, fra-
grant blend of Grenache (60%), Syrah (30%) and 
Mourvèdre (10%). Matured just four months in 
stainless steel, it’s a minimalist’s ode to primary 
cherry and berry flavors unadorned by oak influ-
ence. Quaffable and fresh, the wine is at peak now 
through 2025. W. Direct. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Domaine Notre Dame des Pallières 2019 
L’Olivet (Côtes du Rhône Villages Sablet). 

Salty tangs of cut stone lend freshness to flavors 
of cassis and blackberry preserves in this fruity, 
lifted red. A 60/40 blend of Grenache and Syrah, 
it’s immediately enjoyable for its primary berry and 
cherry delights but elegant and mineral too, with 
a lingering, softly tannic finish. Best now–2024. 
Grape Expectations (CA). Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

89 Domaine des Pasquiers 2019 Côtes du Rhône 
Villages Sablet. Whiffs of raspberries and 

lilac petals introduce this fresh, fruity blend of 
Grenache (65%), Syrah (25%) and Mourvèdre 
(10%). Matured just nine months in cement tanks, 
the quaffable, softly tannic red highlights pri-
mary, berry-cherry flavors. It’s best enjoyed young. 
Cognac One, LLC. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $14 
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CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES 
SÉGURET

90 Domaine de l’Amauve 2018 Laurances 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages Séguret). In this 

wine, hints of brandy and raspberry coulis are 
sharpened by anise and bramble tones. A ripe, volu-
minous blend of Grenache and Syrah, it’s framed by 
ripe, dusty tannins and a lingering licorice kiss. It’s 
ready to drink now but should reward well through 
2025. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Domaine de l’Amauve 2017 Réserve (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages Séguret). This concen-

trated blend of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah 
floods the palate with flavors of muddled black 
plums and brandy-soaked cherries. Velveteen and 
weighty, it’s a full-bodied red softened by fine, furry 
tannins and a lift of crushed stone and salt. It’s 
drinking quite well now but should hold through 
2025. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

89 Boutinot 2017 Les Coteaux Schisteux (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages Séguret). Sourced from 

the schist slopes of Séguret, this Grenache and 
Syrah blend offers ripe but freshly balanced black-
raspberry flavor accented by coffee, smoke and 
char. Matured 24 months in French oak (one-third 
new), it’s a spicy, toasty sip with a pleasantly sappy, 
cherry-vanilla finish. At peak now–2025. Boutinot 
USA, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

OTHER CÔTES DU RHÔNE  
VILLAGES

91 Château Maucoil 2019 Côtes du Rhône Vil-
lages. A vein of graphite extends from nose 

to finish in this plump, blueberry-scented blend of 
Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. Fresh black-plum 
and cherry flavors are ripe but pure, lifted by hints 
of blossomy perfume and a lingering crush of min-
erality on the finish. Although at its best young, the 
wine should hold through 2025. Kinson The Future 
of Wine. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

90 Domaine de la Brunely 2019 Côtes du Rhône 
Villages Massif d’Uchaux. Notes of crushed 

gravel, lilac and plum are captivating on the nose 
of this unoaked blend of Grenache, Syrah and Cari-
gnan. Full bodied but briskly concentrated, it bal-
ances penetrating black-fruit flavors against the lift 
of acidity and lingering chalky tannins. This wine 
should show best now though 2025. Grape Expecta-
tions (CA). Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $15 

90 Pierre Amadieu 2019 Roulepierre (Côtes 
du Rhône Villages). Herbaceous tones of 

sun-ripened bramble and bursts of blackberry and 
blueberry preserves introduce this bold, fruity 
Grenache-Syrah blend vinified entirely in stainless 

steel. Ready to drink immediately, this mouthfilling 
sip finishes on hints of charred vanilla bean, laven-
der and soft, silky tannins. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 NewRhône Millesimes 2018 Romain Duver-
nay Clos des Mûres (Côtes du Rhône Villages 

Visan). Blackberry jam, licorice and charred cinna-
mon perfume this fruity but spicy, peppery red. A 
full-bodied blend of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvè-
dre, it’s an easy-drinking, juicy wine packed with 
primary berry and black-cherry flavors. Strikes of 
basalt and ripe, cacao-dusted tannins accent the 
finish. The wine is ready now, but should hold well 
through 2025. Z Wine Gallery Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

89 Cellier des Princes 2019 Domaine de la Côte 
(Côtes du Rhône Villages Valréas). This 

blueberry-kissed blend of equal parts Grenache and 
Syrah is sourced from Valréas, the northernmost 
wine region of the Southern Rhône. Ripe in black-
fruit flavors yet concentrated, the full-bodied but 
freshly composed red finishes on brambly, peppery 
accents of Syrah. At peak now–2024. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $18 

89 Guillaume Gonnet 2018 Le Hardi (Côtes du 
Rhône Villages). Sourced from 50-year-

old vines planted in red-clay soils, this full-bodied, 
fruity red highlights juicy black-cherry and plum 
flavors edged by a pleasantly bitter rim of walnut 
skins. A blend of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah 
vinified in concrete tanks, the juicy, immediately 
enjoyable wine is accented by sun-scorched gar-
rigue. Best now–2025. Misa Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

89 Lavau 2019 Côtes du Rhône Villages. An 
blend of equal parts Grenache and Syrah, 

this moderately full-bodied red juxtaposes ripe, 
juicy black-plum and mulberry flavors against lay-
ers of fresh mint, sage and basil. Matured partially 
in oak, it is supple and rounded but maintains bris-
tling freshness throughout. At peak now–2025. 
Kinson The Future of Wine. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Pierre de Fontval 2019 Roaix (Côtes du 
Rhône Villages). Roaix is a higher-elevation 

village of the Côtes du Rhône that shares a hillside 
with the better known Rasteau. Similar in style, this 
full-bodied but intensely concentrated wine offers 
rich, almost meaty, layers of preserved black-plum 
and black-currant flavors freshened by streaks of 
salt and dusty minerality. Soft in tannin, this imme-
diately welcoming red would pair well with char-
grilled steak or roasted game. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

88 Bernard Magrez 2018 Le Prelat (Côtes du 
Rhône Villages Laudun). Hints of charred 

oak and smoke shade plump black plum and cherry 
in this softly textured, juicy blend of Grenache and 

Syrah. It’s an immediately accessible, fruit-focused 
sip framed by furry, lingering tannins and a kiss of 
peppery spice. Best now–2024. House of Burgundy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

88 Boutinot 2018 Les Coteaux (Côtes du Rhône 
Villages). This svelte, medium-bodied red is 

an assemblage of wines from Côtes-du-Rhône Vil-
lages sites in Sablet, Séguret and Cairanne. Matured 
in a combination of new and seasoned French oak 
for 22 months, the open-knit wine features deli-
cately concentrated flavors of preserved plum and 
strawberry leather accented by toast and smoke. 
Soft, smooth tannins make it approachable young. 
Boutinot USA, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

87 Louis Bernard 2020 Louis (Côtes du Rhône 
Villages). Sultry notes of crème de cassis 

and preserved plums introduce this rich, softly tan-
nic blend of Grenache and Syrah sourced from the 
villages of Sablet and Signargues. Pertly balanced in 
acidity but plush, almost creamy, in texture, it’s an 
easy-drinking wine that shows best young. Boisset 
Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE BRÉZÈME

93 Domaine Lombard 2017 Eugène de Monicault 
(Côtes du Rhône Brézème). Situated between 

the Southern and Northern Rhône, Brézème has 
cool nights and limestone soils that give Syrah a 
fresh, almost transluscent quality. A flagship of the 
region sourced from organic and biodynamically 
farmed fruit and fermented by spontaneous yeast, 
this wine offers zesty redcurrant and plum flavors. 
Framed by fine, silky taninns and hints of earth and 
leather, the wine is at peak now–2030. French Liba-
tion. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Domaine Lombard 2017 Côtes du Rhône 
Brézème. Sourced from younger vines than 

Domaine Lombard’s also-excellent Monicault bot-
tling, this bristling, medium-bodied Syrah offers 
ripe, penetrating blackberry and raspberry flavors 
shaded by rustic notes of leather saddle, earth and 
ore. Vinified with a proportion of whole clusters 
fermented by indigenous yeast and aged in con-
crete tanks, it’s a joyfully quaffable, raw expression 
of Syrah that’s irresistible young. French Libation. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

CÔTES DU RHÔNE

93 Domaine de l’Espigouette 2018 Vieilles 
Vignes (Côtes du Rhône). Violets and char 

perfume this elevated Côtes du Rhône made from 
a blend of Grenache, Mourvèdre and Syrah. Black-
berry and black-cherry flavors are ripe but pure, 
accented by hints of graphite and a delicately smoky, 
peppery edge. Silky on the palate and framed by a 
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rim of salt, it’s delicious young but likely to hold 
well through 2028 at least. Serge Doré Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

92 Domaine de Galuval 2019 La Montagne 
Sélection Parcellaire (Côtes du Rhône). A 

predominance of Syrah in this brawny blend with 
Grenache lends a brambly, peppery edge to flavors 
of plum preserve and dried strawberries. Matured 
in oak, this toasty, smoky sip maintains a rich core 
of muddled black-fruit flavors. The finish lingers on 
notes of coffee grinds and char. A bold, showy red, it 
should improve through 2030. Plume Ridge. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $45 

92 Domaine Saint Siffrein 2018 Au Bord du Che-
min (Côtes du Rhône). Whiffs of tar and vio-

let perfume this fruity but smoky, mineral red. An 
unoaked blend of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah, 
it’s luminously pure in black-plum and mulberry 
flavors but shaded by layers of salty, chalky earth 
tones and fine, feathery tannins. It’s delicious young 
but should hold well through 2025. Banville Wine 
Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $24 

92 Domaine Santa Duc 2019 Les Quatres Terres 
(Côtes du Rhône). This wine incorporates 

grapes from the elite Cru appellations of Vacquey-
ras and Rasteau as well as Côtes-du-Rhône Villages 
sites in Roaix and Séguret. A piercing blackberry 
and bramble-scented blend of Grenache and Syrah 
sourced from limestone soils, it’s an approachably 
fruity introduction to Santa Duc’s majestic (and 
more expensive wines) but maintains a trademark 
vitality and finesse. Highlighting juicy cassis and 
plum flavors along with a zippy mineral finish, it’s a 
delicately tannic red that should drink well through 
2026. Martine’s Wines. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

91 Cellier des Chartreux 2019 Chapelle Saint-
Martin (Côtes du Rhône). Flawlessly ripe 

blackberry and mulberry flavors introduce this 
decadent yet elegant blend of 70% Grenache and 
30% Syrah. Pure and intent in fruit profile, it’s a 
juicy, thirst-quenching red that’s full bodied but 
fresh and sprightly. A glimpse of crushed stone and 
fine, furry tannins extend the finish. It’s delicious 
young but should hold through 2025. Terroir Con-
nections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $29 

91 Château de Montfrin 2018 Á la Rêverie (Côtes 
du Rhône). Fruity from nose to finish, this 

organically grown blend of Grenache (80%), 
Syrah (15%) and Carignan (5%) offers bold notes 
of black-cherry candy and raspberry preserves 
anchored by undertones of charred wild mint and 
ash. Full bodied and juicy, it’s a satiny, softly tan-
nic red that’s delicious young but likely to hold well 
through 2025. Paris Wine Company. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Boissy & Delaygue 2018 Lou Pontias (Côtes 
du Rhône). Mouthwatering blackberry and 

plum flavors are edged by subtle tangs of charcoal, 
black pepper and vanilla in this full-bodied red. It’s 
a succulent, fresh-fruited Grenache-blend accented 
by piquant notes of cinnamon and clove as well as 
fine-grained, persistent tannins. It’s an easy-drink-
ing wine best enjoyed young. Monsieur Touton 
Selection Ltd. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Cellier des Terres Blanches 2019 Intuition 
(Côtes du Rhône). A crush of basalt and vio-

let candy perfume this rich, plummy blend of Gre-
nache, Syrah, Carignan, Mourvèdre and Cinsault. 
Lusciously concentrated and soft in tannnins, it’s 
an immediately welcoming value sip that finishes in 
pools of blackberry nectar and a lingering licorice 
kiss. Best now–2025. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

90 Château Beauchêne 2017 Premier Terroir 
(Côtes du Rhône). Dustings of earth and 

peppery spice lend gravity to plush, juicy black-
cherry and plum flavors in this full-bodied blend 
of Grenache (70%), Syrah (25%) and Mourvèdre. 
Concentrated in black-fruit flavors and accented 
by hints of charred meat, it’s a nuanced Côtes du 
Rhône that balances accessibility and elegance well. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Château de Ségriès 2017 Clos Jean Alesi 
(Côtes du Rhône). In this wine, smoky 

veins of clove and charred vanilla bean accent 
black-cherry preserves and plum compote. A blend 
of equal parts Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre 
fermented in concrete vats and matured just nine 
months in 5% new oak, it maintains a keen balance 
between hedonistic black fruit and charry spice 
tones. Opulent in mouthfeel and baby soft in tan-
nins, it’s an immediately approachable wine that 
should hold through 2025. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $38 

90 Clos St Antonin 2018 Côtes du Rhône. 
Singed earth and preserved blueberries 

extend from nose to palate in this plump, fruit-
focused blend of 80% Grenache, 10% Syrah and 
10% Mourvèdre. While voluminous on the palate 
and richly concentrated, it’s balanced crisply by a 
fresh acidic spine and shards of salty, stony miner-
ality. Fine tannins and white-pepper notes linger on 
the finish. The bold but elegant wine is at peak now 
through 2025. DB Wine Selection. Best Buy.—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $15 

90 Domaine Berthet-Rayne 2019 Côtes du 
Rhône. This blend of 50% Grenache, 30% 

Carignan and 20% Mourvèdre offers decadent, 
juicy black-plum and blueberry flavors accented by 
whispers of lilac, crushed earth and charred cin-
namon. While moderately full bodied and volumi-
nous on the palate, it’s a freshly balanced, delicately 
tannic red that should drink well through 2024 at 
least. Elite Wines Import. —A.I. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $16 

90 Domaine de Javone 2018 La Première Pente 
(Côtes du Rhône). This is an intensely ber-

ried blend of 60% Syrah and 40% Grenache framed 
by minerality and fine-grained, bitter tannins. It’s 
approachably juicy but elegant and structured too, 
finishing long on notes of underbrush and wild 
mint. Ready now, it should hold through 2025. 
Wine Wine Situation. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

90 Domaine de Verquiere 2019 Côtes du Rhône. 
A vein of graphite runs from nose to finish 

in this fresh, juicy blend of Grenache (80%) and 
Syrah (20%). Blueberry and boysenberry flavors 
are lifted by tangs of salt and granite along with 
streaks of zesty cassis acidity. This snappy, thirst-
quenching wine should drink well through 2025. 
French Libation. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

90 Domaine des Pères de L’Eglise 2019 Côtes 
du Rhône. This plummy red is a well-

priced introduction to the producer’s consistently 
nuanced, fresh-fruited wines. Perfumed with rose 
petals and cherry confit, it’s a softly textured blend 
of 80% Grenache, 15% Carignan and 5% Syrah 
fermented and aged in concrete. Focused on young, 
juicy fruit etched by blossom and white pepper, it 
drinks well young but should maintain peak through 
2025. Integrity Wines LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $25 

90 Domaine du Grand Tinel 2017 Côtes du 
Rhône. Shavings of dark chocolate and 

charred cinnamon perfume this big, bold Mourvè-
dre-dominant blend, augmented by smaller propor-
tions of Grenache and Syrah. Packed with pepper-
corns and brambly blackberry and cassis flavors, it’s 
a piquant, concentrated red marked by fine, linger-
ing tannins. Ready to drink now, the wine should 
hold well through 2025 at least. Serge Doré Selec-
tions. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $45 

90 Domaine La Lôyane 2018 Côtes du Rhône. 
Notes of singed bay leaves and thyme lend 

contrast to pure black plum and cherry in this fruity 
but nuanced, herbal red. A softly tannic blend of 
equal parts Grenache and Syrah sourced from clay 
and limestone soils, it’s a luscious, elegant wine 
that should drink at peak through 2026 at least. 
Elixir Wine Group. —A.I. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $NA 

90 Domaine Roche 2018 Côtes du Rhône. Hints 
of wild mint lift bright black-plum and 

cassis flavors in this full-bodied blend of 50% 
Grenache augmented by equal parts of Syrah and 
Carignan. Pristine and fruit focused but ample and 
warming, the softly tannic wine is at peak now to 
2025. DJK Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

90 E. Guigal 2017 Côtes du Rhône. Hints of 
toast and charred hazelnut accent zingy 

blackberry and raspberry flavors in this full-bodied, 
brightly balanced Côtes du Rhône. A blend of 50% 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  93

Syrah, 40% Grenache and 10% Mourvèdre matured 
18 months in oak foudres, it’s a consistently well-
made, elegant red that balances plump black-fruit 
flavors against a backbone of brisk acidity and firm 
but velveteen tannins. At peak now–2024. Vintus 
LLC. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

90 Famille Lançon 2018 La Solitude (Côtes du 
Rhône). For full review see page 22. Best 

Buy. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Cellier des Princes 2020 Autenti Vin 
Biologique (Côtes du Rhône). Bright, sum-

mer-sweet black-plum and boysenberry notes 
extend from nose to finish in this perfumed blend of 
Grenache and Syrah. Made with organically grown 
grapes, the fruit-forward, quaffable sip is accented 
by hints of black spice, scorched earth and linger-
ing, velveteen tannins. It’s best enjoyed young. 
Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Cellier des Princes 2020 Grande Réserve 
(Côtes du Rhône). Wisps of peppermint 

and charred clove lend nuance to penetrating fla-
vors of black-cherry preserves and cassis candies in 
this wine. A Grenache-based blend augmented by 
10% each of Syrah and Mourvèdre, it’s a full-bodied 
sip freshened by crisp acidity and a salty, mineral 
finish. Enjoy this easy-drinking but elegant wine 
young. Serge Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

89 Cellier des Princes 2020 Hérédita (Côtes du 
Rhône). This blend of 70% Grenache and 

30% Syrah highlights juicy, deeply concentrated 
flavors of grape jelly and blackberry preserves 
accented by spicy hits of peppercorn and anise. The 
wine is bold and voluminous but youthful in fruit, 
and is best enjoyed young. Serge Doré Selections. 
—A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $20 

89 Cellier des Princes 2020 Vieilles Vignes 
(Côtes du Rhône). Crisp, juicy black-plum 

and cassis flavors are edged by veins of anise and 
graphite in this pure, fruit-focused blend of 80% 
Grenache, 15% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre. Full 
bodied and juicy on the palate, it’s an immediately 
enjoyable, succulent red framed by fine, feathery 
tannins. The wine is best enjoyed young. Serge Doré 
Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 15% Price: $16 

89 Cellier des Princes 2018 La Couronne du 
Prince (Côtes du Rhône). A bracing edge of 

granite lends structure to soft, plummy blackberry 
and cherry flavors in this fruity, forward blend of 
Syrah (50%), Grenache (45%) and Mourvèdre 
(5%). Matured 12 months in oak, it balances deca-
dent black fruit against delicate accents of cinna-
mon and smoke and a finish marked by soft, feath-
ery tannins. The wine is best enjoyed young. Serge 
Doré Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

89 Charles Pasteur 2020 Côtes du Rhône. 
Bold blackberry and raspberry notes per-

fume this deeply fruity blend of Grenache, Syrah, 
Mourvèdre and Marsanne. Accented by a touch of 
violet perfume and lingering on a plummy finish, 
this softly tannic wine should drink well through 
2024. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Château Cabrières 2017 Vieilles Vignes 
(Côtes du Rhône). Chocolate truffles and 

licorice twists lend spice to flavors of blackberry 
preserves and roasted plum in this fruity, full-bod-
ied red. A blend of equal parts unoaked Syrah and 
Grenache, it’s an immediately approachable, lus-
cious wine best enjoyed now through 2024. Kysela 
Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $22 

89 Château de Ruth 2019 Grande Sélection 
(Côtes du Rhône). A firm grip of tannins 

contrasts bright, luscious preserved-plum and cas-
sis flavors in this full-bodied blend of Grenache 
(70%) and Syrah (30%). Forward in fruit and 
warming on the finish, this ripe, ample wine should 
drink well through 2025. USA Wine West. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

89 Château du Trignon 2018 Côtes du Rhône. 
Smoke and singed earth lend savoriness to 

tangy black-plum and black-cherry flavors in this 
medium-bodied red. A brisk, invigorating blend of 
Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre, it’s an approach-
ably fresh, easy-drinking wine, with a mineral lift 
on the finish. Best enjoyed now–2023. David Mil-
ligan Selections. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Château Husson 2019 Côtes du Rhône. This 
blend of 70% Grenache and 30% Syrah 

highlights pristine blackberry and boysenberry 
flavors edged by hits of graphite and singed earth. 
Moderately full in body and concentrated and 
pure in fruit, this thirst-quenching, juicy red has a 
softly tannic, silky finish. Best enjoyed young. Misa 
Imports. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Domaine de Magalanne 2019 Côtes du 
Rhône. Ripe but restrained flavors of black-

berry and black-plum preserves are edged by savory 
nuances of roasted chestnut skins, cinnamon and 
dried sage in this medium-bodied, elegant red. A 
Grenache-dominant blend augmented by Syrah, 
Carignan and Cinsault, it balances smokier, earthen 
elements well against richly concentrated black-
fruit flavors and soft, feathery tannins. Best now–
2024. Classic Wines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Domaine des Pasquiers 2019 Côtes du 
Rhône. Piercing aromas of black-cherry 

candy and bramble introduce this berried, fruit-
focused blend of 75% Grenache and 25% Syrah. 
Cassis and blackberry flavors are intensely ripe but 
fresh and cutting, framed by fine, silky tannins and 
a hint of licorice on the finish. A fantastic value red, 

it’s best enjoyed young. Cognac One, LLC. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

89 Domaine Maby 2019 Variations (Côtes du 
Rhône). Notes of blueberry jam juxtapose 

tarry, earthen tones in this plush, almost pillowy 
red. A blend of Greanche, Syrah, Mourvèdre and 
Carignan vinified entirely in stainless steel, this 
supple, softly tannic sip finishes on a lingering 
vein of crushed peppercorns and char. Best enjoyed 
young. DB Wine Selection. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $17 

89 Florent Descombe 2020 Côtes du Rhône. 
Blossomy notes of lilac and rose petal 

accent fresh black-plum and cherry flavors in this 
easy drinking, fruity red. A Grenache-dominant 
blend of Syrah, Mourvèdre and Marselan, it pres-
ents a softly edged, immediately enjoyable kiss of 
summery black fruits that’s best enjoyed young. Tri-
Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

89 Maison Denuzière 2018 J. Denuzière (Côtes 
du Rhône). This Syrah-dominant wine 

highlights zesty black currant and blackberry fla-
vors edged by bramble and graphite. Moderately 
concentrated, the easy-drinking, refreshing red is 
ready now but should hold through 2025. Boutique 
Wine Collection. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

89 Maison Sinnae 2019 Eléments Terra (Côtes 
du Rhône). Fleshy, sun-drenched blueber-

ries perfume this fruity, freshly balanced Grenache-
blend (augmented by five other regional grape 
varieties). Flavors of preserved blackberries and 
boysenberries are juicy and bright, edged by fine-
grained, charry tannins and a hint of bitter cacao 
on the finish. Best enjoyed now–2024. Cutting Edge 
Selections. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $13 

89 Montéclair 2020 Made With Organic Grapes 
(Côtes du Rhône). This blend of 60% Gre-

nache and 40% Syrah sourced from organically 
grown grapes offers fresh, mouthwatering black-
berry, plum and cherry flavors accented by shards 
of graphite and earth. Moderately full in body, it’s a 
crisply balanced, easy-quaffing sip, with a lingering 
finish marked by violet perfume and fine-grained, 
persistent tannins. Best enjoyed young. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Ogier 2018 Artesis (Côtes du Rhône). This 
fresh-fruited, immediately enjoyable wine 

is packed with flavors of blackberry and raspberry 
preserves. Soft in tannins and marked by a kiss of 
licorice candy, the easy-drinking, freshly balanced 
wine is best enjoyed young. Folio Fine Wine Part-
ners. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

89 Père Anselme 2019 La Fiole (Côtes du 
Rhône). Whiffs of raspberry preserves intro-
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duce this bright, boldly fruity red. A rich, warming 
sip with penetrating black-fruit flavors, it’s struc-
tured by crisp acidity and a bitter espresso-powder 
edge. Best enjoyed young. W. Direct. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

88 Château Beauchêne 2018 Le Terroir (Côtes 
du Rhône). Hints of candied violet and 

toasted rye accent this plush blend of Grenache 
(60%), Mourvèdre (25%)and Syrah (15%). Full 
bodied and soft in texture, it’s a juicy red, with easy, 
approachable black-cherry and berry flavors fringed 
by ripe, yielding tannins. Best enjoyed now–2023. 
Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

88 Les Vignobles Foncalieu 2019 Réserve de 
l’Abbé (Côtes du Rhône). Sun-scorched 

bramble and mint accent plump, juicy black plum 
and blackberry flavors in this medium-bodied, 
freshly balanced blend of Grenache, Syrah and Cin-
sault. Refreshingly crisp and soft in tannins, the 
zesty wine is ideal for youthful drinking. Scoperta 
Importing Co. Inc. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $11 

88 Maison Bouachon 2018 Les Rabassières 
(Côtes du Rhône). An inviting streak of sun-

scorched garrigue extends from nose to finish in this 
freshly balanced blend of Grenache, Mourvèdre and 
Syrah. Moderately full in body, it highlights ripe but 
restrained black-plum flavors and a lingering fin-
ish of soft, chalky tannins and dried lavender. Best 
now–2024. Boisset Collection. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $13 

87 Cellier des Dauphins 2019 Les Dauphins Cuvée 
Spéciale (Côtes du Rhône). Smoky tones 

of charred brioche and hazelnut biscotti accent 
bright, juicy black plum and cassis in this medium-
bodied, fresh-fruited blend of 85% Grenache and 
15% Syrah. Supple in texture and finishing on fine, 
furry tannins, this immediately approachable red is 
best enjoyed young. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

87 Château de Ségriès 2019 Côtes du Rhône. 
Notes of charcoal briquettes and gun flint 

lend smoky, charry tones to this fresh-fruited red. 
A blend of 50% Grenache, 30% Syrah, 10% Cin-
sault and 10% Carignan matured with just 10% 
oak influence, it offers raspberry and black-cherry 
flavors with prominent strikes of peppery spice. At 
peak now–2024. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

87 Dauvergne & Ranvier 2018 12 Cépages Vin 
Rare (Côtes du Rhône). While the founda-

tion of this wine is a blend of Grenache, Syrah and 
Mourvèdre, a total of 12 grape varieties lend accents 
to this full-bodied red. Flavors of black-cherry pie 
and roasted plums are ruddy and concentrated on 
the palate, framed by ripe, easing tannins and lin-
gering notes of charry, peppery spice. Ready now, 

the wine should hold through 2024. LGI Wines. 
—A.I. 
abv: NA Price: $19 

87 Domaine des Chanssaud 2018 Côtes du 
Rhône. Scorched garrigue and hints of 

smoked meat accent flavors of roasted plum in 
this full-bodied, slightly savory red. A Grenache-
dominant blend with small amounts of four other 
regional red grapes, the full-bodied but crisply bal-
anced wine is marked by a moderately long, herbal 
finish. Best now–2024. Vintage Imports, Inc. Best 
Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14% Price: $12 

87 Gabriel Meffre 2019 La Châsse Prestige 
(Côtes du Rhône). Rich, ruddy flavors of 

blueberry and black-plum preserves abound in this 
juicy Grenache blend. Soft in tannins and supple on 
the palate, it’s an immediately welcoming sip firmly 
focused on youthful, juicy fruit. Best enjoyed young. 
Vision Wine & Spirits. Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

87 H to H 2019 Homage to Heritage (Côtes du 
Rhône). A vein of granite extends from 

nose to finish in this wine, elevating bursts of juicy 
black-cherry and preserved-plum flavors. A plump 
Grenache-blend marked by sharp hits of underripe 
cassis, this easy-drinking red drinks well young 
with everything from steak frites to pizza. Saranty 
Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Les Vignerons du Castelas 2019 Côtes du 
Rhône. Violet pastilles and sun-kissed 

brambleberries perfume this juicy blend of 60% 
Syrah and 40% Grenache. Freshly concentrated 
and just moderately full in body, the refreshing, 
easy-drinking sip finishes on soft, furry tannins and 
just a hint of scorched earth. Best enjoyed young. La 
Ville Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $15 

87 Montéclair 2020 Côtes du Rhône. Concen-
trated black-plum and cherry flavors are 

framed by hints of crushed anise and black pepper 
in this fruity, easy-drinking blend of 60% Grenache 
and 40% Syrah. Soft in tannins and thirst quench-
ing, it’s at peak now but should hold through 2024. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $16 

87 Vignerons de L’Enclave 2019 Grande Réserve 
Cuvée Benedikt (Côtes du Rhône). Subtle 

blackberry and cut-stone notes introduce this brisk 
blend of 85% Grenache and 15% Syrah. Black-
fruit flavors are juicy and fresh, accented by bitter 
coffee-grain tannins. This easy-drinking red is best 
enjoyed young. New England Wine and Spirits Inc. 
Best Buy. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $11 

87 Vignerons de L’Enclave 2019 Les Clefs de 
L’Enclave Réserve Vieilles Vignes (Côtes du 

Rhône). This blend of 80% Grenache and 20% 
Syrah features flavors of blueberry jam etched by 

coffee grounds and ripe, charry tannins. It’s an 
easy-drinking, uncomplicated wine that should be 
enjoyed young to maximize its plump, fruit-focused 
style. New England Wine and Spirits Inc. Best Buy. 
—A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $10 

86 Domaine Martin 2019 Côtes du Rhône. A 
meandering streak of granite extends from 

nose to finish here, lending smoky complexity to 
ripe red-cherry and plum flavors on the palate. 
Medium bodied and moderate in concentration, it’s 
an easy-drinking bistro Côtes du Rhône with a rim 
of bitter tannins on the finish. Best enjoyed young. 
Lionstone International. —A.I. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

86 Pierre Amadieu 2019 Grande Réserve (Côtes 
du Rhône). Shavings of dark chocolate and 

raspberry bon bons perfume this full-bodied blend 
of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah. Matured just 
nine months in neutral foudres, it’s plump with 
black-cherry and boysenberry flavors but edged 
by sharp twists of acidity and lingering notes of 
charred toast and dill. It’s a wine that drinks best 
young and as an companion to meatier fare. Fruit of 
the Vines, Inc. —A.I. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $27 

BORDEAUX
ROSÉS

90 Château l’Orangerie 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
This estate in the heart of the Entre-deux-

Mers is well placed to produce a crisp wine. This 
fruity rosé offers bright citrus flavors with touches 
of strawberry that combine with an attractive tang 
of acidity at the end. Drink now. David Milligan 
Selections. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

90 Château le Grand Verdus 2020 Le Grand 
Verdus (Bordeaux Rosé). A blend of the 

two Cabernets, this is ripe, with smoothly textured 
red fruits cut by tight acidity and bright fruitiness. 
Spice adds piquancy. Drink now. Fruit of the Vines, 
Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

90 Château Suau 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. Made 
from 100% Cabernet Sauvignon, this wine 

offers structure as well as red-currant fruits. It is 
rich and lightly spicy, with a crisp aftertaste. Drink 
now. Organic. Pacific Highway Wines & Spirits. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

90 Citran 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. Ripe and fruity, 
this wine is attractively balanced between 

crisp freshness and full red fruits. A citrus element 
makes this lively wine clean, clear and refreshing. 
Drink now. L & L International. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 
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89 Château Goudichaud 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Made from 100% Cabernet Franc, this wine 

is attractively perfumed and lightly textured. Red 
fruits balance with the minerality, giving a spicy 
and bright aftertaste. Drink now. Serendipity Wine 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Château les Ricaudelles 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. Deliciously ripe and lively, this wine 

is crisp with tangy citrus to balance the red-fruit 
flavors. The light aftertaste gives a final, refreshing 
lift. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Caves de Rauzan 2020 Fleur She Loves Me 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Mainly Cabernet Franc, 

this blend offers spice and an attractive texture. The 
wine is full of strawberry and lemon flavors, fresh 
and with final acidity. Drink now. Suitable for veg-
ans. Laird & Company. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $11 

88 Château de Belcier 2020 Fleurs de Belcier 
(Bordeaux Rosé). This estate in the hills 

above Castillon has produced a soft, rounded wine 
with gentle acidity and clean, perfumed red fruits. 
Acidity gives freshness to the generous texture. 
Drink now. Vintage Imports (Colorado). Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

88 Château de la Bouyère 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Just up the hill from the castle city of Cadil-

lac, this estate has produced a soft, smoothly tex-
tured wine. Touches of caramel go with the crisper 
aftertaste to give a balanced wine that is ready to 
drink now. Slocum & Sons, Inc. Best Buy. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Château de la Rivière 2020 Lion de la Rivière 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Very pale in color and 

with a rounded texture, this wine is light and juicy. 
Acidity gives it an attractive crisp aftertaste. Drink 
now. Onze Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

88 Château de la Vieille Tour 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. This crisp, red fruited wine is packed 

with berry flavors and acidity, giving a refreshing 
aftertaste. Drink now. Organic. Wine Traditions. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Château des Antonins 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
This estate in the eastern Graves region has 

produced an attractively fresh wine. Coupled with 
ripe strawberry fruits, that gives a wine that moves 
easily between crisp texture and richness. Drink 
now. Free Run Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Château des Tourtes 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Textured with crisp acidity and a bright, 

fresh aftertaste, this wine is immediately delicious. 

A lightly herbal character gives the wine a lively 
aftertaste. Drink now. Vivino Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $18 

88 Château la Verrière 2020 Cuvée V (Bordeaux 
Rosé). This spicy wine with a hint of pepper 

over the fresh fruits has a texture with a bite to it. 
It marches with the attractive acidity in a wine that 
is ready to drink. Wine Warehouse Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Château Lescalle 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. This 
wine is elegant, with juicy red fruits and a 

lively edge of acidity. Freshness and a tangy texture 
bring out raspberry and lemon flavors that lift the 
wine. Drink now. Canon de Colorado. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Château Thieuley 2020 Cuvée Made with 
Love (Bordeaux Rosé). This softly ripe wine 

has a smooth texture lit by flashes of acidity and 
lemon fruitiness. It has a zesty character, with a 
pinch of pepper giving bite at the end. Drink now. 
Calvert Woodley Fine Wines & Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Château Vignol 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. From 
the heart of the Entre-deux-Mers region, 

this wine has attractive freshness. Bright acidity 
and crisp red-berry fruits intertwine with a light 
texture. Drink now. OSLO Enterprise LLC. Best Buy. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

88 Dourthe 2020 La Grande Cuvée (Bordeaux 
Rosé). Owned by the Thiénot Champagne 

family, this negociant has created a fresh, light wine 
with red-currant flavors and bright acidity.It is very 
ready to drink. Champagnes & Châteaux USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château Briot 2020 Briot (Bordeaux Rosé). 
This attractive blend with a good amount 

of Cabernet Sauvignon and a touch of Petit Verdot 
is textured, with a hint of tannins as well as layers 
of bright fruitiness. Drink the wine now. Europvin 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château d’Haurets 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
This is a rounded, ripe and fruity wine. With 

acidity well balanced by the red and citrus fruits, 
the wine is both fresh and smoothly textured. Drink 
now. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Château de l’Aubrade 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Aromatic red fruits and fresh citrus flavors 

give this wine a crisp texture and spice. Bright acid-
ity brings out the fruitiness. Drink now. Profile 
Wine Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Château de la Rivière 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
This grand chateau in Fronsac has produced 

a ripe wine with plenty of rich raspberry fruit. Cut 

with citrus, the wine has a fresher character at the 
end. Drink now. Onze Importers. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Château La Croix de Queynac 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. This wine has a dark color that empha-

sizes its richness. Strawberry and spice along with 
touches of red cherry give the wine a smooth after-
taste. Drink now. Michael Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

87 Château Tour de Goupin 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Always a reliable wine, this brings out bright 

red-currant fruit and crisp acidity. Freshness is bal-
anced by the ripe fruit at the end. Drink now. Baron 
Francois Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

87 Château Vircoulon 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. Just 
on the south side of the Dordogne river, this 

estate has been in the same family for four genera-
tions. This wine with its perfumed acidity and crisp 
aftertaste is balanced and ready to drink. T. Elen-
teny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

87 Clarendelle 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. Just off dry 
to taste, this soft wine is rounded and lightly 

textured. Acidity gives a fresher edge that brings out 
lemon and red berry fruits. Drink this wine now. 
Empire Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Haussmann 2020 Baron Eugène (Bordeaux 
Rosé). In this bright, fruity wine, acidity and 

light touch of spice give a balanced character. The 
refreshing, red-fruit aftertaste is light and delicious. 
Drink now. My Houseland. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

86 Axel des Vignes 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Attractive red fruits and fresh acidity 

dominate this crisp wine. With its bright and tangy 
texture, the wine is ready to drink. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

86 Château Haut Mouleyre 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. Fresh fruit runs through this easy 

wine. Citrus and red-apple flavors are lifted by acid-
ity, touches of raspberries and pepper. Drink now. 
Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Château Haut-Champion 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. Made from Merlot, this wine is soft, 

with hints of caramel as well as fresh red fruitiness. 
Acidity carries it through, giving a bright character 
from start to finish. Contrast Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Château Haut-Rian 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Made from Merlot, this wine is softly 

textured, with rounded red-fruit flavors that are 
brightly cut with citrus acidity. The wine is well 
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balanced, packed with fruit and ready to drink. Gal-
axy Wine Company. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 Château La Gabarre 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
From vineyards north of the Dordogne river, 

this wine is ripe and soft, with red-apple as well as 
wild-strawberry flavors. The aftertaste gives crisp-
ness and freshness at the end. Drink now. Michael 
Corso Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Château Landereau 2020 La Vie en Rosé 
du Château Landereau (Bordeaux Rosé). It 

might called rosé, but the color of this wine is as 
light and almost white as possible. The texture is 
also light, just a backing for the citrus and red-berry 
fruits. The wine is ready to drink. Duclot La Vini-
cole. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Château Larroque 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Crisp with attractive red-currant flavors, 

this is a light, bright wine. Its forward fruitiness is 
immediately attractive. Drink now. BNP Distribut-
ing. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

86 Château Penin 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. A soft 
wine, warm with ripe red-berry flavors, this 

is open and generous. Acidity comes through at the 
end as a fresh lift of crispness. Drink now. Alluvial 
Beverage Company. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Château Roc de Minvielle 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. This caramel-flavored wine shows a 

smooth texture only lightly touched by citrus fruits. 
It has a crisp aftertaste. Drink now. LVC Las Vegas 
Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $13 

86 Domaine de La Tourbeille 2020 L’Esprit de 
Jeanne (Bordeaux Rosé). Produced from old 

vines, this particularly rich wine has spice and pep-
per to go with the fruit. Ripe, food-friendly flavors 
take away some of the freshness of the wine, giv-
ing a rounded, smooth aftertaste. Drink now. Bridge 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $15 

86 Producta Vignobles 2020 Les Chartrons 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Named after the quay in 

Bordeaux that was once the home of many Bordeaux 
wine negociants, this wine is soft, lightly fruity 
and ready to drink. Fresh red fruits are softened by 
ripeness that contrasts with the final acidity. Drink 
now. Hemispheres. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

85 Château Côte Montpezat 2020 Le Canon 
(Bordeaux Rosé). This is a soft, supple 

wine. Its lightness and acidity are refreshing and 
crisp. Full of red-currant fruits, it’s ready to drink. 
Saranty Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

85 Château Pertignas 2020 Rosé de Pertignas 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Blending Merlot and Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, this wine is a darker pink color on 
the spectrum. Caramel and red-fruit flavors show 
against acidity and the crisp aftertaste. The wine is 
ready to drink. Petit Vin. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Château Roquefort 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
Made from Cabernet Franc, this wine has 

fresh acidity, a spicy edge and some structure, with 
red-currant and wild-strawberry flavors. Drink the 
wine now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

85 Univitis 2020 Grand Théatre (Bordeaux 
Rosé). Named after the majestic early 19th-

century theater in Bordeaux city, this wine is soft, 
open and clean. Easy to drink, it’s just the thing 
to quaff during the intermission. Tri-Vin Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

85 Vignerons de Tutiac 2020 Lion and the Lily 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Pale in color, this wine is 

soft, with candied red fruits that finish with attrac-
tive acidity. The brightly flavored wine is ready to 
drink. Enovation Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

84 Château Cailleteau Bergeron 2020 Villa Cail-
leteau (Bordeaux Rosé). Fruity, with a touch 

of caramel, this wine is rounded and full of straw-
berry and grapefruit flavors. Drink now. Martinicus 
Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

84 Château Darzac 2020 Mister Pink (Bordeaux 
Rosé). Lightly textured and with touches of 

caramel, this wine, made from Merlot, gives clear 
red fruits and final freshness. Drink now.Wines 
Unlimited . —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

84 Château Laborde 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. Car-
amel flavored, with soft fruits and texture, 

this ripe wine misses out on real freshness. Drink 
now. Wine Cask Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

84 Château Lamothe-Vincent 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. This dark-colored wine is textured 

and feels heavy, probably because of the appar-
ent lack of acidity and peppery aftertaste. La Ville 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

84 Château Moulin De Ferrand 2020 Bordeaux 
Rosé. This wine is dark in color and soft, 

showing candied red-berry fruits. Juicy fruitiness 
and plenty of acidity give an edge to the fleshy char-
acter of the wine. Drink now. Grape Expectations 
(CA). —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

84 Jean Médeville et Fils 2020 Bordeaux Rosé. 
This soft wine with candied fruits is full 

in the mouth. It has richness while lacking enough 
freshness to be in balance. Shiverick Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

84 Producta Vignobles 2020 Arnozan Réserve 
des Chartrons (Bordeaux Rosé). An attrac-

tive, ripe and rounded wine, this is full of red fruits 
that are cut with citrus. The soft aftertaste ends the 
wine with an easy feel. Hemispheres. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

84 Producta Vignobles 2020 Mission Saint-
Vincent (Bordeaux Rosé). This is a warm, 

ripe wine touched by a caramel accent. A crisp edge 
gives the wine a refreshingly bright aftertaste. Drink 
now. Organic. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

84 Yvon Mau 2020 Yvecourt (Bordeaux Rosé). 
This is a soft, simple wine, lightly fruity and 

with a crisp texture. Freshness and a tangy after-
taste give it lightness and immediate drinkability. 
MHW, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $19 

83 Famille Dubois 2020 Secret des Chevaliers 
(Bordeaux Rosé). Soft and missing some 

fruitiness, this wine has a rounded character. Red-
berry flavors show in this gentle, ready-to-drink 
wine. Kosher. Dozortsev. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

83 Vins Chéty 2020 Un Frère Une Soeur (Bor-
deaux Rosé). This wine is off dry, with ripe 

strawberry flavors. A fresh edge gives a ljghter touch 
at the end. Elite Worldwide Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

CHAMPAGNE
VINTAGE

99 Pol Roger 2012 Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 
Brut (Champagne). The great 2012 vintage 

shows well in this rich, full Champagne. Dominated 
as usual by Pinot Noir, the wine is powerfully ripe 
and impressively full of white fruits and tight min-
erality. Ready to drink from 2022, it is worthy of 
aging and certainly drinkable even in 10 years time. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $360 

96 Pol Roger 2013 Vintage Brut (Champagne). 
Very much in the ripe Pol Roger style, this 

Champagne is just approaching maturity. With its 
balance of crisp minerality and richness, it is a great 
wine from a medium-quality vintage. Although the 
wine is ready to drink, its style says that it will age 
further and could be enjoyed when it has become 
more toasty from 2022. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $130 
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95 Arlaux 2002 Millésime Rare (Champagne). 
For full review see page 4. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $160 

95 Thiénot 2008 La Vigne aux Gamins Blanc 
de Blancs Extra Brut (Champagne). This 

Champagne is sourced from the Grand Cru vil-
lage of Avize on the Côte des Blancs. Fully mature 
while still textured, it offers white fruits, hints of 
toasted almonds and still shows strong minerality. 
Drink now. Champagnes & Châteaux USA. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $165 

94 Ayala 2014 Le Blanc de Blancs Brut (Cham-
pagne). Produced from Grand and Premier 

Cru fruit grown on the Côte des Blancs, this Cham-
pagne shows touches of toastiness and almond 
flavors. They work well alongside the wine’s fresh 
acidity, minerality and lemon fruits. Drink now. 
Vintus LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

94 Bruno Paillard 2012 Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). Just approaching its peak, 

this Champagne comes from the Côte des Blancs 
Grand Cru vineyards. Tightly mineral and with rich-
ness as well as dry, tense acidity, the wine is well 
textured and has swathes of ripe apple and grape-
fruit flavors. Drink now, but better wait until 2022. 
Verity Wine Partners. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $95 

94 Dom Caudron 2010 Sublimité 50/50 Brut 
(Champagne). In this blend of half-and-

half Pinot Meunier and Chardonnay, the fruitiness 
is right up front, bringing apple and pear flavors. 
Also textured, the wine is spicy, hinting at toasti-
ness and now just ready to drink. W. Direct. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $100 

94 Malard 2014 Millésime Brut (Champagne). 
From vineyards in Aÿ on the Montagne de 

Reims, this vintage blends mainly Pinot Noir with 
Chardonnay. It has a rich feel, showing the begin-
nings of maturity. White-fruit flavors are still there, 
giving a fresh edge to this well-textured wine. Drink 
now. Park Street Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $63 

94 Maurice Grumier 2012 Cuvée Amand Extra 
Brut (Champagne). Named after the present 

owner’s great-grandfather, this Champagne comes 
from a selection of parcels in the Marne Valley vil-
lage of Venteuil. From a great vintage, the wine is 
ripe and textured, showing some toastiness while 
still guarding plenty of white fruits. Drink now. 
Sherri’s Champagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

94 Moët & Chandon 2013 Grand Vintage (Cham-
pagne). The effects of a cool year on this 

new vintage release is impressive in its texture, 
acidity and serious aging potential. Crisp apple and 
white-fruit flavors come together with a tight struc-

ture and a pure line of freshness. Drink from 2023. 
Moët Hennessy USA. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $64 

94 Thiénot 2008 Cuvée Alain Thiénot Brut 
(Champagne). Now properly mature, this 

ripe wine has great toastiness as well as a tight 
texture and minerality. Dominated by Chardonnay 
from the Côte des Blancs, the blend is taut, with 
beautiful acidity and elegance. Drink now. Cham-
pagnes & Châteaux USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $105 

94 Thiénot 2008 Cuvée Stanislas Brut (Cham-
pagne). The Chardonnay in this mature 

Champagne has developed nutty characteristics 
allied to a creamy texture that is totally ready to 
drink. This is a very fine wine from a great vintage. 
Drink now. Champagnes & Châteaux USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $105 

93 Cuillier 2011 Extra Brut (Champagne). While 
this Champagne is bone dry, it has devel-

oped a patina of toastiness that compensates for 
that total freshness. The wine has good balance 
along with acidity and the ability to age further. 
Drink now, but the wine will be better from 2023. 
Consortium & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

93 Malard 2016 Bio Millésime Extra Brut (Cham-
pagne). The low dosage in this dry Cham-

pagne has allowed the crisp texture to shine. It 
has also revealed delicious white and citrus fruits 
in what is still a young wine. As it develops, this 
vintage wine will deepen and fill out with richness. 
Drink from 2023. Organic. Park Street Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $63 

93 Maurice Grumier 2012 Les Plates Pierres Mil-
lésime Extra Brut (Champagne). This Cham-

pagne is at its very fine peak. Named after the flat 
stones in the vineyard, this blend of Chardonnay 
with Pinot Noir is just beginning to show maturity 
and toastiness. At this moment, these secondary 
flavors add richness to the white fruits and the tight 
mineral texture. Drink now. Sherri’s Champagne. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $85 

93 Moët & Chandon 2013 Grand Vintage Rosé 
(Champagne). This latest Moët & Chan-

don vintage rosé is the product of a cool year, giv-
ing intensity to the texture as well as to the acidity. 
Combined with the light tannins from the red wine 
in the blend, the Champagne is taut, bringing fruit 
and freshness together. It obviously can age and will 
probably be at its best from 2023. Moët Hennessy 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

93 Philippe Fourrier 2014 Grande Cuvée Inti-
miste Brut (Champagne). A rich Cham-

pagne, this is full of ripe white fruits that are lightly 
cut by acidity. Just developing touches of toastiness, 

the wine is generous while keeping a mineral edge. 
Hold until 2022. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $180 

93 Roger Coulon 2012 Millésime Brut Nature 
(Champagne). A blend of Chardonnay with 

old-vine Meunier planted on its own roots has given 
a wine of great richness, and now mature after nine 
years. The dryness has softened into rich toasti-
ness and this well-textured wine is ready to drink. 
Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $88 

93 Veuve Doussot 2016 Cuvée Ernestine Brut 
(Champagne). Ernestine Doussot is the 

widow, or Veuve, Doussot who ran the company in 
the 19th century. This homage Champagne is still 
young, with bright acidity and great freshness. 
Drink this wine from 2023. Serge Doré Selections. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $85 

92 Colin 2013 Les Grandes Terres Blanc de Blancs 
Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). Grand Cru 

vines in the Côte des Blancs are the source of this 
rich, full flavored Champagne. With its relatively 
high dosage, it has a ripe character, generously tex-
tured. Always at the back, though, are acidity and an 
intense textured minerality. Drink the bottling now. 
Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

92 Cuillier 2014 Grande Réserve Extra Brut 
(Champagne). With vines on slopes north-

west of Reims, this producer has made Champagne 
since 1904. This rich wine is well poised, with acid-
ity and minerality in harmony with the white-fruit 
and lime-citrus flavors. Long aging has softened the 
fruitiness, bringing in a touch of maturity. Drink the 
wine now. Consortium & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $45 

92 Maurice Grumier 2011 Les Plates Pierres Mil-
lésime Extra Brut (Champagne). This is a 

beautifully mature Champagne. With touches of 
toast and the softness that comes with age, the wine 
is well textured, showing minerality from the Char-
donnay in the blend. Drink the wine now. Sherri’s 
Champagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $85 

91 Chassenay d’Arce 2009 Extra Brut Pinot 
Blanc (Champagne). While Pinot Blanc can 

be planted throughout the Champagne region, it is 
really only found in the Aube region. This Cham-
pagne, from the Côte des Bar, is from a fine vintage 
that shows in its richness, perfume and delicate, 
crisp white fruits. It is now very ready to drink. 
Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

91 Liebart-Régnier 2015 Excélia Brut (Cham-
pagne). This balanced blend of Pinot 

Meunier and Chardonnay emphasizes white fruits. 
Just moving towards maturity, the crisp wine is aro-
matic, with great final acidity. Vinea Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 
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90 Besserat de Bellefon 2015 Triple B Brut 
Nature (Champagne). Bone dry, this Cham-

pagne is tightly crisp, with green-apple fruit along-
side the fresh-squeezed lemon. The wine’s texture 
and minerality will allow it to age further in bottle. 
Drink from 2022. Organic. Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

90 Chassenay d’Arce 2013 Millésime Brut 
Nature (Champagne). Bone dry and with 

a definite texture, this is a crisp, citrus-flavored 
Champagne. The mineral drive and edge of tannins 
give the wine further aging potential. Wait to drink 
this vintage wine from 2022. Organic. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

90 Chassenay d’Arce 2009 Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). A blend of Chardonnay and 

Pinot Blanc, this is in the soft style of this producer. 
It has touches of minerality and an attractive per-
fumed character. Bright with white fruits, it is ready 
to drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $42 

90 Trudon 2016 Instantannée Brut (Cham-
pagne). This Champagne’s freshness comes 

from the fact it had no malolactic fermentation, 
thus preserving the citrus and green-apple crisp-
ness. The mineral edge of this blend of the three 
main Champagne grapes gives a fine bite to a wine 
that could benefit from more time in bottle. Drink 
from 2022. DJK Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

89 Maurice Grumier 2015 Les Rosiers Rosé de 
Saignée Extra-Brut (Champagne). Dark in 

color and rich in red-fruit flavor, this rosé is more 
like a dry wine than Champagne in the mouth. 
Attractive red-berry flavors give the wine richness 
and a full, ripe character. Drink now. Sherri’s Cham-
pagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $100 

NONVINTAGE

94 Dom Caudron NV Sublimité MPC Extra Brut 
(Champagne). This limited-production dry 

Champagne, is all about aging. Using a solera tech-
nique for topping up the reserve wines, it has great 
toastiness as well as a crisp texture. The wine is 
certainly dry, but is ready to drink. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $120 

94 Fresne Ducret NV Le Chemin du Chemin Pre-
mier Cru Brut (Champagne). This Cham-

pagne shows some fine maturity. A blend based on 
the 2014 vintage, it now has toastiness while keep-
ing intense freshness. Acidity and touches of miner-
ality come through the spiciness. Drink now. North 
East Wine. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

94 Maurice Grumier NV Solera Extra-Brut 
(Champagne). This Champagne is based 

on a solera created in 2005, and wines from every 

year up to 2011 were gradually added. It now shows 
maturity, with touches of toastiness and good acid-
ity at the end. Although it is dry, aging has softened 
the brisk fruit and given richness. The wine is ready 
to drink. Sherri’s Champagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $120 

93 AR Lenoble NV Terroirs Extra Brut Mag 14 
Rosé (Champagne). Following the practice 

of this producer to age reserve Champagnes in mag-
num bottles before blending, this is a beautifully 
crafted rosé. It has depth and good balance between 
age and fruit. Drink now. Massanois Imports. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $63 

93 Baron Albert NV La Pimpante Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (Champagne). From a selection of 

Chardonnay, this rich, mature wine has hints of 
the wood aging, filling out the fruit and giving deli-
cious texture and ripeness. The wine is now ready 
to drink. Votto Vines Importing. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

93 Besserat de Bellefon NV BB Blanc de Noirs 
Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). With its 

100% Pinot Noir from grand cru vineyards, this 
Champagne has great richness and good structure. 
Freshness balances with the strong mineral texture 
that gives the wine a tight edge. Drink the bottling 
from late 2021. Winesellers, Ltd. Cellar Selection. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

93 Bruno Paillard NV Blanc de Blancs Grand Cru 
Extra Brut (Champagne). Produced exclu-

sively from Grand Cru fruit grown on the Côte des 
Blancs, this is a crisp, textured Champagne. Rich 
in white fruits and structured with minerality, the 
wine has good potential for further aging, although 
it is deliciously refreshing now. Verity Wine Part-
ners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

93 Charles Coquet NV Dandy Grand Cru Brut 
(Champagne). This wine shows impressive 

bottle aging. Wood fermented and then bottle aged 
from 2014, the blend of half-and-half Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay is toasty, crisp with citrus and ready to 
drink. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

93 Charles Mignon NV Cuvée Comte de Marne 
Grand Cru Rosé Brut (Champagne). Grapes 

for this Champagne come from Grand Cru vineyards 
in the Montagne de Reims for Pinot Noir and the 
Côte des Blancs for Chardonnay. Texture and rich-
ness are balanced by tight minerality and impres-
sive layers of fruit and acidity. The wine is ready to 
drink. Serge Doré Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

93 Liebart-Régnier NV Horti Extra Brut (Cham-
pagne). This wine is a reminder that the 

Champagne blend is not just three grapes. Here, 
the blend includes Arbane, Petit Meslier and Pinot 

Blanc, all three allowed but rarely used. The result 
is soft, bringing out great fruitiness with a light, 
tangy texture. This is an attractive bottling as well 
as a curiosity, and is well worth drinking now. Vinea 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $130 

92 Arlaux NV Premier Cru Brut Grand Bourgeois 
(Champagne). From old Pinot Meunier 

vines on the northern slopes of the Montagne de 
Reims, the producer has created this softly tex-
tured, fruity and concentrated wine. It is ripe, full 
bodied and generously rich. Drink this Champagne 
now. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $78 

92 Besserat de Bellefon NV BB Blanc de Blancs 
Grand Cru Brut (Champagne). Grand Cru 

Chardonnay from the Côte des Blancs gives this 
wine vibrant minerality and delicious textured 
fruitiness. The dosage shows in the softness that 
comes through, leaving a wine that is ready to drink. 
Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $90 

92 Besserat de Bellefon NV BB Rosé Brut (Cham-
pagne). This textured Champagne is on the 

cusp between vibrancy and a sense of some bottle 
age in its toastiness. The crisper aspect still shows 
in the lime and red-currant flavors. Drink this wine 
now or wait for the bottling to age into 2022. Wine-
sellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $80 

92 Bruno Paillard NV Dosage Zéro (Cham-
pagne). While this producer’s Champagnes 

all tend toward dryness, this is the ultimate. The 
wine’s total dryness is balanced by the essential 
aging that it has undergone both before and after 
disgorgement. Even so, its fruits could still take 
time softening into the structure. Drink from 2022. 
Verity Wine Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

92 De Venoge NV Princes de Venoge Blanc de 
Noirs Brut (Champagne). In a bottle that is 

unusual and unique to this producer, this textured 
Champagne offers hints of tannins as well as spice 
and crisp apple flavors. The wine is complex, with 
potential for further bottle age. Drink from 2022. 
Eagle Eye Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $84 

92 Gremillet NV Blanc de Noirs Brut (Cham-
pagne). This is a rich, full Champagne, bal-

anced between white and citrus fruits and textured 
minerality that gives it shape. The wine is full, with 
a creamy texture and tangy, crisp aftertaste. Drink 
now. Golden State Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $43 

92 Liebart-Régnier NV Blancs de Blanche Brut 
(Champagne). Crisp, mineral and with tight 

white-apple flavors, this is a textured and bright 
Champagne. A streak of acidity cuts through the 
fruit, suggesting this bottling will age. For it to be at 
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its best, drink from 2022. Vinea Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

92 Liebart-Régnier NV Confidencia Brut (Cham-
pagne). The Chardonnay in this blend was 

aged in wood, giving the wine a spicy character and 
round structure. With acidity balanced with ripe 
apple fruits, the wine is both fresh and beginning 
to show some maturity. Drink now. Vinea Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

92 Liebart-Régnier NV Sur le Grand Marais Brut 
Nature (Champagne). From vines on a par-

cel called Le Grand Marais, this Champagne is bone 
dry, its briskness compensated by the fruitiness. 
Lightly spicy and with great acidity, it gets lift from 
the citrus and fresh white fruits. Drink now. Vinea 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

92 Nicolas Maillart NV Montchenot Bland de 
Noirs Extra Brut (Champagne). Vines on the 

northern slopes of the Montagne de Reims give this 
blend of Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier intense fruit 
and texture. The minerality and hint of tannin will 
let this bottling age further. Drink from 2022. T. 
Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $68 

92 Nicolas Maillart NV Platine Brut Premier 
Cru (Champagne). From premier cru vine-

yards on the Montagne de Reims, this Champagne 
is driven by the Pinot Noir in the blend. It is a 
dry style, packed with apple and citrus fruits and 
a youthful vivacity that might be even better after 
some more bottle age. Drink from late 2021. T. Elen-
teny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

92 Roger Coulon NV Esprit de Vrigny Premier 
Cru Brut Nature (Champagne). The first fer-

mentation in oak has given this Champagne rich-
ness that contrasts with fruitiness from the Pinot 
Meunier in the blend, which adds ripe white fruits. 
The full-bodied character contrasts with the bone-
dry aftertaste. Drink now. Rosenthal Wine Mer-
chant. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

91 Besserat de Bellefon NV BB 1843 Limited Edi-
tion Brut (Champagne). Pinot Noir and Char-

donnay from Grand Cru vineyards come together in 
this yeasty while also crisp and fruity wine. The rel-
atively high dosage gives a soft core to the wine that 
is now very ready to drink. Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $300 

91 Besserat de Bellefon NV BB Bleu Brut (Cham-
pagne). With its high percentage of Pinot 

Meunier, a house signature, this Champagne is full 
of fruit that gives crispness to the relatively high 
dosage. The wine is balanced, creamed apples work-
ing well with the acidity and minerality. Drink now. 
Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91 Besserat de Bellefon NV BB Cuvée Brigitte Bar-
dot Demi-Sec (Champagne). Produced from 

reserve wines and in an off-dry style, this homage 
to French icon Brigitte Bardot is rich with 10 years 
aging and touches of toast as well as open fruitiness. 
The Champagne is full, lightly textured and ready to 
drink. Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $300 

91 Charles Coquet NV Chic Grand Cru Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). This pale rosé is delicately 

perfumed and on the dry side of Brut. Bottle age 
has added toastiness to the fruity qualities. With 
bright apple and light citrus flavors, the wine is well 
balanced, ready to drink. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

91 Charles Mignon NV Premium Réserve Brut 
(Champagne). This soft, creamy Champagne 

has ripe apple and kiwi flavors and a subtle touch of 
minerality. It is dominated by Pinot Meunier, giv-
ing fruitiness and freshness at the end. Drink now. 
Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $80 

91 Claude Baron NV Pierre de Lune Blanc de 
Blancs Brut (Champagne). This crisp Cham-

pagne is chiseled with minerality as well as white-
fruit flavors. The wine is on the dry side, empha-
sizing fruit as well as structure. With its fresh 
aftertaste, the wine is ready to drink. Compass 
Wines & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

91 Cuillier NV Pérpetuel Brut (Champagne). A 
perfumed wine with a mineral edge and cit-

rus acidity, this is crisp and tightly textured. Fresh-
ness comes from the Chardonnay, which picks up 
the structure and taut aftertaste. Drink this Cham-
pagne now. Consortium & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

91 Cuillier NV Thanétien Brut Blanc de Noirs 
(Champagne). In a jazzy blue bottle, this 

Champagne is named after the sandy soil on which 
the vines grow. It is textured, with a perfume that 
brings in an herbal touch. The wine is tight, with a 
taut texture that will soften. Drink from 2022. Con-
sortium & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91 De Venoge NV Princes de Venoge Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). A fresh, textured Champagne, 

full of rich fruit and tight minerality, this is on the 
dry side. It stands out for its unusual bottle shape, 
while the wine inside is attractive and crisp, hinting 
at red fruits as well as citrus. Drink now. Eagle Eye 
Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $84 

91 Dom Caudron NV Cornalyne Brut (Cham-
pagne). Aged partly in oak, this Champagne 

offers ripe fruitiness underlined by a touch of toast 
that has broadened the acidity and given richness. 

The wine is beautifully textured and ready to drink. 
W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

91 Liebart-Régnier NV Instinct L Extra Brut 
(Champagne). This blend of Pinot Noir and 

Pinot Meunier from the Marne Valley is tightly tex-
tured, full of fragrant fruit. It is dry, with strong cit-
rus flavors alongside the crisp apple taste. The bot-
tling will benefit from some aging. Drink from 2022. 
Vinea Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

91 Louis Massing NV Grand Cru Blanc de Blancs 
Brut (Champagne). Based in Avize on the 

Côte des Blancs, this producer has access to fine 
Grand Cru vineyards. Aged for three years after 
disgorgement, this Champagne has a fine poise 
between fresh fruits and a more mature, nutty edge. 
The texture is taut and mineral. It will be better 
from 2022. Artisans & Vines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91 Maurice Grumier NV Instant Nature Zéro Dos-
age (Champagne). This blend brings together 

equal proportions of the three main Champagne 
grapes. Crisp green-apple and citrus flavors show in 
this dry Champagne. It is balanced, with fruitiness 
contrasting with the tight mineral texture. Drink 
from 2022. Sherri’s Champagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

91 Maurice Grumier NV Les Blancs de Venteuil 
Blanc de Blancs Brut (Champagne). A crisp, 

mineral-driven Chardonnay, this is tight, still young 
and packed with freshness. Strong citrus flavors 
combine with green apples in a Champagne that is 
taut, nervy and needs more bottle age. Drink from 
2022. Sherri’s Champagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

91 Nicolas Maillart NV Premier Cru Extra Brut 
(Champagne). This Champagne is ripe and 

full of crisp green-apple flavors. Although described 
as Extra Brut and with a suitably low dosage, the 
wine has richness from the ripe fruits that balance 
with acidity and minerality. Drink now. T. Elenteny 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

91 Philippe Fourrier NV Cuvée Prestige Brut 
(Champagne). This Aube-based producer 

has created a ripe, textured Champagne from Char-
donnay. It has good minerality along with grapefruit 
and green-apple flavors. With the freshness and 
crisp aftertaste, this wine is very ready to drink. 
Votto Vines Importing. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

91 Roger Coulon NV L’Hommée Premier Cru Extra 
Brut (Champagne). From vines on the north-

ern slopes of the Montagne de Reims, this Cham-
pagne is rich with structured Pinot Noir and tense, 
mineral Chardonnay. With natural freshness bal-
anced by apple and ripe lime flavors, the bottling 
is ready to drink. Rosenthal Wine Merchant. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 
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91 Trudon NV Magnificence Brut (Champagne). A 
year’s barrel aging has broadened the appeal 

of this rich Champagne. With its full texture and 
tight acidity from the low dosage, the wine is set for 
further bottle aging. Drink this bottling from 2022. 
DJK Imports. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

91 Veuve Doussot NV Extra Brut (Champagne). 
This is a blend of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. 

The Aube-based producer has created an almost-
dry wine that has had enough bottle age to soften 
the intense acidity and introduce toastiness and 
a ripe aftertaste. Drink the wine now. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

90 Arlaux NV Premier Cru Brut Grande Cuvée 
(Champagne). From a vineyard with 

records going back over 1,000 years, this nonvin-
tage cuvée is balanced and rounded, with harmony 
between the apple and tangy fruits and a touch of 
toastiness from bottle aging. It is ready to drink. 
Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Besserat de Bellefon NV Grande Tradition 
Brut (Champagne). A ripe style, this Cham-

pagne has a crisp interior that gives apple freshness 
to the richness. Bottle age has added complexity to 
the fruits, with bright acidity at the end. Drink this 
bottling now. Winesellers, Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Bruno Paillard NV Première Cuvée Extra Brut 
(Champagne). This is the producer’s non-

vintage cuvée, dry in the house style and with good 
balance between freshness and fruitiness. Lightly 
textured and with taut acidity and crispness at the 
end, the Champagne is ready to drink. Verity Wine 
Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

90 Bruno Paillard NV Première Cuvée Extra Rosé 
Brut (Champagne). While this Champagne 

is dry, it also has richness and a touch of age from 
reserve wines. Citrus crispness is balanced by the 
stylish red fruits and delicious final acidity. Drink 
the bottling now. Verity Wine Partners. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

90 Charles Coquet NV L’Elegant Grand Cru Brut 
(Champagne). This producer’s cuvée is 

based on grapes from the Montagne de Reims. Beau-
tifully balanced and with a soft edge, the wine is full 
of fruit and minerality, with just a touch of toasti-
ness. It is ready to drink. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

90 Charles Mignon NV Blanc de Blancs Brut 
Premium Réserve (Champagne). Produced 

from vines on the Montagne de Reims and in the 
Marne Valley, this Champagne is elegant and well 
textured, with crispness at the end. Green-apple 
and citrus flavors are closely bound with the wine’s 
taut character, with plenty of acidity and zestiness 

on the finish. Drink now. Serge Doré Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

90 Charles Mignon NV Blanc de Noirs Brut 
(Champagne). Based in Epernay, the 

producer has blended the two Pinots, Noir and 
Meunier, in this lightly textured and tautly struc-
tured Champagne. Touches of red fruits go with the 
ripe character in a bottling that could age further. 
Drink this from late 2021. Serge Doré Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $48 

90 Cuillier NV Originel Brut (Champagne). The 
nonvintage cuvée from this producer shows 

the rich style of the house and the fruitiness of the 
Pinot Meunier in the blend. This is a ripe wine, with 
a crisp edge behind the apple freshness. Drink now. 
Consortium & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Dom Caudron NV Epicurienne Brut (Cham-
pagne). The fruit and the ripeness of the 

Pinot Meunier in this Champagne is delicious. 
Although the wine is dry, layers of white fruits and 
acidity give it a rich, full-bodied character. Drink 
now. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

90 Dom Caudron NV Prédiction (Champagne). 
Pure Pinot Meunier from the western 

slopes of the Montagne de Reims has produced 
a Champagne with a smooth texture, packed with 
ripe pear flavors and a rich aftertaste. Drink now. 
W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

90 Fabienne Prié NV Brut Réserve (Cham-
pagne). Based in the southern Aube region 

of Champagne in the Seine Valley, this producer has 
crafted a rich, well-balanced wine with a streak of 
perfumed acidity. It is ready to drink. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

90 Gremillet NV Sélection Brut (Champagne). 
From a producer based in the southern 

Aube region, this Pinot Noir-dominated Champagne 
has good acidity that streams through the white 
fruits. Lively and vivacious, it is ready to drink. 
Golden State Wine Co. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

90 Liebart-Régnier NV Les Sols Bruns Brut 
(Champagne). Attractively balanced, this 

Champagne has a majority of Pinot Meunier in 
the blend, as befits its origin in the Marne Valley. 
Packed with perfumed white fruits cut by crisp 
acidity, it is ready to drink. Vinea Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

90 Liebart-Régnier NV Rubis des Grés Brut 
(Champagne). A limited-production, 

single-vineyard rosé Champagne, this has a deep 
orange-pink color and a texture that shows light 
tannin along with red-currant fruitiness. It has 

intense fruits and final total crispness. Drink now. 
Vinea Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

90 Philippe Fourrier NV Réserve Brut (Cham-
pagne). A ripe blend of Pinot Noir and 

Chardonnay, this has just the right amount of bottle 
age to preserve the apple freshness while hinting at 
maturity. The Champagne is ready to drink. Votto 
Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $65 

90 Trudon NV Monochrome Brut (Champagne). 
It is natural that this producer, based in 

the Marne Valley west of Epernay, should produce 
a 100% Pinot Meunier wine. That is, after all, the 
preferred location for the grape. This soft Cham-
pagne brings out white fruits, a touch of pepper and 
spice, finished by a gentle texture. Drink the wine 
now. DJK Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

90 Veuve Doussot NV Grande Cuvée Brut 
(Champagne). This is a rich Champagne, 

full of ripe fruits but always with an undertow of 
crisp freshness, tangy acidity and a hint of toasti-
ness. A well-balanced wine, it’s generous, perfumed 
and ready to drink. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $65 

89 Baron Albert NV L’Enchanteresse Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). With attractive citrus fla-

vors laid over red berries, this is a fruity Cham-
pagne. Freshness is supported by spice from oak 
aging of the wine before bottling, rounding out 
crispness and adding complexity. Drink now. Votto 
Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

89 Bernard Lonclas NV Blanc de Blancs Brut 
(Champagne). Deliciously mineral, this 

Champagne has delicate crispness allied with the 
apple-skin fruits and mineral texture. The wine is 
ready to drink. International Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

89 Charles Mignon NV Premium Réserve Brut 
Rosé (Champagne). This soft and rounded 

wine offers attractive ripe fruits and plenty of fresh 
acidity. With a gentle texture, the wine is open, 
shining with red-apple and red-berry fruits. This 
bright Champagne is ready to drink now. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

89 Colin NV Castille Brut Blanc de Blancs 
(Champagne). This gently textured wine 

comes from the southeastern end of the Côte des 
Blancs. With its creamy texture and ripe apple fla-
vors, it is immediately attractive and ready to drink. 
Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

89 Colin NV Castille Rosé Brut Premier Cru 
(Champagne). Hints of red fruits combine 

with fresh apples in this bright and crisp Cham-
pagne. Its light texture and zesty character are 
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immediately attractive. Drink this bottling now. 
Vigneron Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

89 Cuillier NV Rosé Brut (Champagne). The 
edge of toastiness to this wine comes from 

relatively high dosage. Full of red fruits balanced by 
bright acidity, it is ready to drink. Consortium & 
Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

89 De Venoge NV Cordon Bleu Brut (Cham-
pagne). This crisply textured Champagne 

has white stone fruits to go with the bright lemon 
flavors. With freshness assured, the wine also offers 
spice and a soft, open aftertaste. Drink now. Eagle 
Eye Brands. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

89 Dom Caudron NV Fascinante Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). A dry style of Champagne, 

this has a textured character. Dominated by the 
Pinot Meunier in the blend, the wine is ripe, with 
red-berry flavors cut through with citrus. Drink 
now. W. Direct. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

89 Gremillet NV Rosé Brut (Champagne). This 
ripe, soft, red-fruit-flavored Champagne is 

open and immediately attractive. Pinot Noir gives 
richness as well as structure to a wine that is full, 
creamy textured and ready to drink. Golden State 
Wine Co. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

89 Louis Massing NV Rosé Premier Cru Brut 
(Champagne). Based in the Côte des Blancs, 

the producer has released an attractively balanced 
rosé. Along with crisp acidity and bright apple 
fruits, it has a hint of structure and red fruits at the 
end. Drink this Champagne now. Artisans & Vines. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

89 Nicolas Maillart NV Rosé Grand Cru Brut 
(Champagne). From Grand Cru vineyards 

in Bouzy, this Champagne is rich, full and well bal-
anced. With its high proportion of Pinot Noir, the 
wine has structure and red-fruit flavors that lifted 
by bright acidity. Drink the bottling now. T. Elen-
teny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

89 Philippe Fourrier NV Rosé de Saignée Brut 
(Champagne). This rosé Champagne has a 

deep salmon-pink color and a texture that hints at 
tannins from the skins. Rich and full of red-currant 
fruits, it is bright and young, with final crisp acidity. 
Drink now. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

89 Rémy Massin et Fils NV Cuvée Prestige 
(Champagne). This Aube-based producer 

has made a rich blend of half-and-half Pinot Noir 
and Chardonnay. Ripeness is balanced by a fine 
texture that adds zestiness, minerality and the pos-

sibility of further bottle aging. Drink from 2022. 
Blicker Pierce Wagner Wine Merchants. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $75 

88 Baron Albert NV L’Universelle (Champagne). 
Ripe Pinot Meunier gives this Champagne 

smooth fruitiness and an open, easy character. It 
also perfumes the red-apple and lemon flavors of 
this attractive, ready-to-drink wine. Votto Vines 
Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

88 Chassenay d’Arce NV Cuvée Première Brut 
(Champagne). This attractive blend of 

Pinot Noir and Chardonnay comes a cooperative in 
the southern Aube region. The wine is fruity, lightly 
textured and very accessible, with bright apple and 
kiwi flavors. Drink the bottling now. Fruit of the 
Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $37 

88 Claude Baron NV Saphir Brut (Champagne). 
With Chardonnay furnishing half the blend, 

this Champagne has a fresh, tight edge to con-
trast with an apple fruitiness that comes through 
strongly. Produced in the Aube, this wine is mov-
ing towards dryness and is ready to drink. Compass 
Wines & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

88 Liebart-Régnier NV Rosé Brut (Champagne). 
With soft fruitiness and red-berry flavors, 

this is an open, attractive Champagne. Acidity keeps 
it fresh and vivacious. It is ready to drink. Vinea 
Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $50 

88 Louis Massing NV Grande Réserve Brut 
(Champagne). Acidity and a low dosage give 

a tangy texture to this fresh, tight Champagne. An 
equal blend of each of the main Champagne grapes, 
the wine is balanced, perfumed and bright with 
apple. Drink now. Artisans & Vines. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $49 

88 Marie Hanze NV Brut (Champagne). Under 
the same ownership as Nicolas Maillart 

Champagne, this label is named after the propri-
etor’s mother. This wine is freshly fruity, offering 
apple flavors with a touch of toastiness. Structure 
comes from the Pinot Noir in the blend. Drink now. 
T. Elenteny Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $39 

88 Maurice Grumier NV Blanc de Noirs Extra Brut 
(Champagne). This blend of Pinot Meunier 

and Pinot Noir comes from vineyards in the Marne 
Valley west of Epernay. It is rich, emphasizing fruit 
with the beginning of bottle age. With its ripe apples 
and lift of citrus, the wine is ready to drink. Sherri’s 
Champagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

88 Philippe Fourrier NV Blanc de Noirs Brut 
(Champagne). Pinot Noir is the most widely 

planted of the Champagne grapes in the Aube and 
this ripe, perfumed wine is typical and deliciously 

rich. Its creamy texture and depth of flavor convey 
full pear and red-apple flavors. Drink now. Votto 
Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

88 Philippe Prié NV Brut Tradition (Cham-
pagne). This ripe, textured Champagne is 

dominated by Pinot Noir. With stylish white fruits 
and great acidity, the wine is well structured. Lively 
and with total freshness at the end, the bottling is 
ready to drink. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

88 Veuve Doussot NV Tradition Brut (Cham-
pagne). This fruit-driven Champagne with 

an open texture brings citrus and green-apple fla-
vors comfortably together. Lightly textured and 
with good balance, it is ready to drink. Serge Doré 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

87 Bernard Lonclas NV Sélection Brut (Cham-
pagne). In the southeast of the Marne 

region, this producer has made a softly textured 
Champagne, full of creamed-apple flavors and with 
a lively mousse. The wine is immediately drinkable 
and attractively crisp at the end, showing a rela-
tively high dosage. Enjoy now. International Cellars. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

87 Besserat de Bellefon NV Grande Tradition 
Rosé Brut (Champagne). In the house style, 

this is a softly ripe wine. The red fruits, touches of 
citrus and layer of acidity add up to a Champagne 
that is open, fruity and ready to drink. Winesellers, 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $55 

87 Claude Baron NV Perle Rose Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). This well-balanced wine is crisp 

with fruits and acidity, all textured with mineral-
ity. A soft Champagne, it still has plenty of youthful 
freshness and vivacity. Drink now. Compass Wines 
& Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $60 

87 De Venoge NV Cordon Bleu Brut Rosé (Cham-
pagne). This wine is poised between soft-

ness from the relatively high dosage and a tauter 
texture from the red-currant and citrus flavors. The 
Champagne is very ready to drink. Eagle Eye Brands. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $72 

87 Liebart-Régnier NV Les Sols Bruns Demi-Sec 
(Champagne). An off-dry Champagne, this 

reveals a gentle aspect along with pear and kiwi fruit 
flavors. It is textured, but extra dosage has softened 
the intense fruitiness to give a wine that will work 
well as an aperitif. Drink now. Vinea Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

87 Maurice Grumier NV Coeur de Rosé Brut Rosé 
(Champagne). Young and bright, this is a 

fresh, red-fruit-flavored wine. Acidity, the backdrop 
of citrus and a dosage that softens the Champagne 
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make it very ready to drink now. Sherri’s Cham-
pagne. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

87 Veuve Doussot NV Brut Sélection (Cham-
pagne). This rounded wine offers ripe apple 

and almond flavors. With its mineral texture and 
attractive richness, this Champagne is ready to 
drink. Serge Doré Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

86 Chassenay d’Arce NV Cuvée Rosé Brut 
(Champagne). This cooperative based in 

the Aube has produced a soft rosé Champagne, 
with ripe strawberry flavors and gentle acidity. The 
rounded texture and ripe fruits make it ready to 
drink. Fruit of the Vines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $39 

86 Philippe Fourrier NV Pinot Meunier Brut 
(Champagne). This young Champagne 

emphasizes fruitiness that comes from the Pinot 
Meunier grape. Softly textured and with a hint of 
mango contrasting with the creamed apple, this 
wine is ready to drink. Votto Vines Importing. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

COTEAUX CHAMPENOIS

88 Louis Roederer 2018 Camille Hommage 
Chardonnay (Coteaux Champenois). One of 

a pair of new still wines produced by this Cham-
pagne house, this Chardonnay shows the ripeness 
of grapes as climate change affects the Champagne 
vineyards. From Le Mesnil-sur-Oger on the Côte 
des Blancs, the wine has minerality as well as ripe 
fruits and a generous character that balances the 
acidity and touches of peach as well as citrus. Drink 
this wine from 2022. Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Louis Roederer 2018 Camille Hommage Pinot 
Noir (Coteaux Champenois). This is one of a 

pair of new still wines produced for the first time by 
the Champagne house. Made as a white wine from 
Pinot Noir from the Montagne de Reims, it shows its 
wood aging and has a light touch. At the same time 
it has an ethereal cherry fruitiness that is delicious. 
Give this wine a few more months and drink from 
2022. Maisons Marques & Domaines USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

BURGUNDY
WHITE WINES

CHABLIS

96 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Blanchots La 
Réserve de l’Obédience Grand Cru (Chablis). 

Named after Laroche’s medieval head office in Cha-
blis, this wine comes from selected parcels of Les 
Blanchots. The wine is concentrated and delineated 
with acidity, white fruits and a steely textured edge. 

It needs to age, so drink from 2025. Wilson Daniels 
Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $276 

96 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Clos Grand Cru 
(Chablis). Les Clos has the reputation of 

being the most austere of the grand cru vineyards 
when it is young. Certainly this tight wine with its 
tense texture is just at the beginning of its career. 
Toast and crisp white fruits add openness to this 
structured wine. It needs to age, so drink from 
2025. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $200 

95 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Blanchots Grand 
Cru (Chablis). This wine exhibits strength as 

well as richness. With a dense texture and powerful, 
warm yellow- and white-fruit flavors, its ripe char-
acter is supported by toast and a tight structure. 
Drink from 2024. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $160 

94 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Bouguerots 
Grand Cru (Chablis). An impressive line 

of acidity goes through this wine, bringing with it 
layers of citrus fruits as well as a tightly wrought 
texture. The wine is still young, packed with acidity 
and crisp fruit. It should age well. Drink from 2024. 
Wilson Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $150 

94 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Montmains Pre-
mier Cru (Chablis). From one of the Premier 

Cru vineyards on the cooler left bank of the Serein 
river, this wine is crisp. A steely edge gives tension 
to the texture and underlines the white and citrus 
flavors. The wine needs to age further, so wait to 
drink until 2023. Wilson Daniels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $75 

94 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Vaillons Vieilles 
Vignes Premier Cru (Chablis). Old vines 

grown on a warm, exposed slope (important in 
Chablis) give this wine its richness and textured 
concentration. Ripe apple and tangy lime flavors 
complement a tight edge that will soften as the wine 
matures. Drink from 2023. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Cel-
lar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $65 

93 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Fourchaumes Vie-
illes Vignes Premier Cru (Chablis). This wine 

is both taut and generously fruity. The steely edge 
promises plenty of aging while more tropical flavors 
of mango and white peach give richness. The wine 
will age well. Don’t drink before 2023. Wilson Dan-
iels Ltd. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $95 

92 Domaine Laroche 2019 Les Vaudevey Pre-
mier Cru (Chablis). This wine offers ripe 

yellow fruit and light spice flavors. Juiciness comes 
with the citrus tang, allied to a touch of toast and 
final tight, textured aftertaste. Age the wine more 
and drink from 2022. Wilson Daniels Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $58 

86 Naudin Père et Fils 2020 Chablis. This sim-
ple, fruity wine has crisp acidity and attrac-

tive citrus flavors. The touch of pear at the end gives 
a rounded aftertaste. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

MÂCONNAIS

92 Domaine des Sansonnets 2016 Pouilly-
Fuissé. Partial vinification and aging in 

wood have allowed this wine to develop generously 
and slowly. It is only now showing apricot and ripe 
mango flavors that give it an exotic character. The 
wine is just at its peak, ready to drink. Cognac One, 
LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

86 Lupé-Cholet 2018 Les Charmes (Mâcon-
Loché). Touches of white peach come 

through the bright acidity of this wine. A metallic 
hint spoils the wine’s otherwise lively citrus after-
taste. Drink now. Europvin USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

BOURGOGNE

90 Château de la Tour de l’Ange 2019 Chardon-
nay (Bourgogne). This ripe, yellow-fruit-

flavored wine shows attractive spice from wood 
aging. Ripeness gives a generous feel to the acidity 
and tangy nature of the lightly spicy wine. Drink 
now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Domaine Saint Saturnin de Vergy 2017 Char-
donnay (Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits). 

A cool, crisp wine from vineyards to the west of the 
Côte de Nuits, this is brightly and zesty, with plenty 
of acidity to balance the spice and white-fruit after-
taste. Drink now. Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Naudin Père et Fils 2019 Chardonnay (Bour-
gogne). This softly textured wine shows 

ripe baked apple and a light tanginess that comes 
through the gentle structure. The wine is smooth, 
with attractive acidity at the end. Vinamericas 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

CRÉMANT DE BOURGOGNE

90 Doudet Naudin NV Brut (Crémant de Bour-
gogne). A refreshing, crisp blend of Char-

donnay, Pinot Noir and bright, tight Aligoté, this 
wine is light and fruity. Bursting with apple flavor, 
it is ready to drink now. Vinamericas Selections. 
—R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $33 

89 Doudet Naudin NV Rosé Brut (Crémant de 
Bourgogne). This wine has an attractive 

color, with flavors that combines citrus and acid-
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ity with red-currant fruit. Crisp and refreshing, it is 
ready to drink now. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $35 

BURGUNDY
RED WINES

POMMARD

95 Domaine Lejeune 2019 Les Rugiens Premier 
Cru (Pommard). From one of Pommard’s top 

vineyards, this wine has great richness, texture and 
dark tannins that are classics for the appellation. 
The wine should age well, knitting together the fruit 
and the structure in a richly balanced whole. Drink 
from 2025. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $135 

94 Domaine Lejeune 2019 Les Argillières Pre-
mier Cru (Pommard). This producer, with 

vineyards that are in the process of conversion to 
organic, has made a dense, richly structured wine. 
Generous black cherry fruits and ripe tannins 
promise plenty of aging. The property lies just up 
the slope from the Epenots vineyard. Drink from 
2024. Misa Imports. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

93 Domaine Lejeune 2019 Les Poutures Premier 
Cru (Pommard). Just below Les Rugiens and 

close to the village, this vineyard has produced a 
soft style for a Pommard. It emphasizes richness as 
much as structure, with full-bodied black fruits and 
a juicy aftertaste. Tannins show at the end, promis-
ing further aging. Drink from 2024. Misa Imports. 
Cellar Selection. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

92 Domaine Lejeune 2019 Les Trois Follots 
(Pommard). This Pommard village wine 

offers an open character, with rich fruits that seem 
to be the style of this producer in the vintage. It has 
density as well as plenty of concentration. Drink 
this ageworthy wine from 2023. Misa Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $52 

BOURGOGNE

90 Naudin Père et Fils 2019 Pinot Noir (Bour-
gogne). A rounded wine full of red cherries 

and smoky fruits, this is juicy and lightly textured. 
Fruitiness is enhanced by the core of dry tannins 
that will soften over the next few months. Drink 
from 2022. Vinamericas Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $32 

89 Domaine Marguerite Carillon 2019 Pinot Noir 
(Bourgogne). This wine is richly textured, 

with jammy red fruits that balance the dry core. 
Touches of spice add further interest while acidity 
offers freshness. Drink this wine from 2022. Ameri-
can Northwest Distributors Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

89 Philippe Bouchard 2019 Pinot Noir (Bour-
gogne). Fine tannins await behind the 

strawberry and red-cherry fruits of this wine. They 
give structure and a firm edge that will allow the 
wine to age. Drink from 2022. American Northwest 
Distributors Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Domaine Moillard 2019 Les Vignes Hautes 
(Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits). Black-

cherry flavors dominate this softly textured wine. 
Ripeness is balanced by clear acidity that gives a 
crisp edge to the light structure. Drink the wine 
from 2022. American Northwest Distributors Inc. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

87 Domaine Saint Saturnin de Vergy 2017 Bour-
gogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits. This mature 

wine offers soft red fruits and some perfumed 
acidity. From vineyards in the hills behind the 
main Côtes de Nuits, the wine has crisp acidity to 
complement the hints of mushrooms. Drink now. 
Advantage International. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

RED WINES

92 Lupé-Cholet 2018 Gevrey-Chambertin. The 
power of a Gevrey-Chambertin shows in 

this structured wine. Firm tannins initially mask 
the generous black fruits and acidity. As the wine 
softens and comes into balance, it will become rich 
and velvety. Wait to drink until 2023. Europvin 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $105 

92 Lupé-Cholet 2018 Morey-Saint-Denis. This 
wine is structured, showing ripe tannins as 

well as generous black fruits. This structure and the 
attendant acidity promise aging for this balanced 
wine. Drink from 2023. Europvin USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $105 

90 Lupé-Cholet 2018 Savigny-lès-Beaune. 
Often overlooked, this appellation produces 

some well-textured wines. This village wine shows a 
rounded character allied to appealing black-cherry 
and red-fruit flavors. Drink from 2022. Europvin 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $63 

89 Lupé-Cholet 2018 Santenay. From the 
southernmost of the main Côte de Beaune 

villages, this wine offers attractive red fruits. 
Backed by tannins, this rounded, textured wine will 
be ready to drink from 2022. Europvin USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $58 

87 Lupé-Cholet 2019 Mercurey. With high acid-
ity, this wine has more crispness than fruit 

at this stage. Maybe this will calm, because the 
clean line of the red cherry fruits offers hints that 
the wine will soften. Drink from 2023. Europvin 
USA. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $53 

87 Naudin Père et Fils 2020 Coteaux Bourgui-
gnons. Sourced from the Beaujolais and 

Mâcon regions, this wine exhibits light tannins and 
fresh red-cherry flavors. Simple, open and fruity, 
it likely will be ready from late 2021. Vinamericas 
Selections. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

NORTHEAST ITALY
PINOT BIANCO

94 Cantina Produttori San Michele Appiano 
2020 Schulthauser Pinot Bianco (Alto 

Adige). White spring flower, ripe white stone fruit 
and Alpine herb aromas mingle with an inviting 
whiff of freshly kneaded bread dough on this stun-
ning, polished white. It’s dry, elegant and absolutely 
delicious, delivering creamy yellow apple, citrus, 
baking spice and tangy mineral alongside fresh acid-
ity. Drink now through 2024. Winebow. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

92 St. Pauls 2019 Kalkberg Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Fermented and aged in large casks 

that lends depth and complexity, this full-bodied 
white has subtle aromas suggesting chamomile, hay, 
wild Alpine herbs and ripe stone fruits. The creamy 
palate offers mature Bartlett pear, yellow apple 
and lemon drop candy before finishing on a bitter 
almond note. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

92 Weingut Niklas 2019 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Aromas recalling warm hay, chamo-

mile, slate and a yeasty whiff of bread dough form 
the inviting nose. Elegantly expressive and savory, 
the lovely palate delivers ripe yellow apple, creamy 
Bartlett pear and toasted hazelnut before a smoky 
mineral finish. Oliver McCrum Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

91 Alois Lageder 2019 Haberle Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of toasted hazelnut, pressed 

chamomile flower and mature white stone fruit 
emerge from the glass. Matured on the lees in both 
steel and large casks, the polished palate has depth 
and finesse, offering ripe Anjou pear, creamy yellow 
apple and flinty mineral before a bitter almond fin-
ish. Thanks to the high vineyard altitude, it boasts 
surprising freshness and balance for the hot vin-
tage. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

91 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2019 Dellago 
Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). Heady aromas of 

sun-warmed hay, ripe pear and dried Alpine herbs 
waft out of the glass. With the wine having been 
made partly in oak for added depth, the smooth, 
enveloping palate delivers ripe mature apple, 
creamy white peach and hazelnut before a tangy 
mineral finish suggesting saline. Matchvino. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 
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91 Girlan 2018 Flora Riserva Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Elegant and full-bodied, this opens 

with inviting aromas of Alpine hay, mature white 
stone fruit and delicate whiffs of cedar and botani-
cal herbs. The creamy, enveloping palate features 
ripe yellow pear, apple and hazelnut alongside hints 
of fennel seed and saline. Fresh acidity brightens 
the rich flavors. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2019 Vial Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Sun-warmed hay, chamomile 

and stone fruit aromas mingle together on this dry, 
medium-bodied white. On the creamy, savory pal-
ate, tangy acidity lifts yellow pear, ripe golden apple 
and hints of hazelnut. Omniwines Distribution. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

91 St. Pauls 2020 Plotzner Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Inviting aromas of orchard fruit, 

white almond and bread dough waft out of the glass 
on this dry, lovely white. Creamy and crisp, the 
savory palate features ripe apple, yellow pear and 
hazelnut alongside bright acidity. Ethica Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

90 Baron Widmann 2019 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Fermented and aged in large aca-

cia casks, this medium-bodied white has light but 
alluring aromas recalling ripe white stone fruit, 
Alpine herbs, hay and a whiff of baking spice. Ele-
gantly structured, the rounded palate features ripe 
yellow pear, apple and a hint of hazelnut along-
side tangy acidity. Oliver McCrum Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

90 Cantina Kurtatsch 2018 Amos Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of honey, hazelnut 

and beeswax follow over to the polished palate 
along with mature yellow pear and ripe apple. Notes 
of Alpine herbs and slate lend depth while bright 
acidity keeps it balanced. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $44 

90 Colterenzio 2019 Berg Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Made in large casks and barriques, 

this has delicate aromas recalling toasted nut, 
sun-warmed hay and honeydew. Full-bodied and 
rounded, this suggests ripe pear, apple and bitter 
almond before a tangy mineral finish suggesting wet 
slate. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

90 Girlan 2019 Platt & Riegl Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). This full-bodied, polished white 

offer aromas of sun-warmed hay, ripe orchard fruit 
and Alpine herbs. The rounded palate features ripe 
yellow apple, lemon drop candy and hazelnut before 
a tangy mineral close. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

90 Kupelwieser 2020 Fritz Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Smooth and elegant, this lovely 

white has delicate but enticing scents of hawthorn, 

pear and a whiff of hazelnut. On the polished pal-
ate, fresh acidity accompanies ripe yellow apple and 
white peach before ending on a salted almond note. 
Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

90 Peter Zemmer 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Mountain hay, chamomile and ripe 

white stone fruit aromas come to the forefront. The 
elegant, medium-bodied palate features ripe honey-
dew, creamy yellow pear and a hint of bitter almond 
before closing on a saline note. Juicy acidity keeps it 
fresh. HB Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

89 Castel Sallegg 2019 Pinot Bianco (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of graphite, white spring 

wildflowers and white stone fruit slowly appear 
in the glass. Tangy and medium-bodied, the palate 
recalls ripe pear, dried Alpine herbs and bitter nut 
before finishing on an almost salty note. Aventine 
Hill LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Rottensteiner 2020 Carnol Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). White stone fruit and white 

spring flower aromas waft out of the glass. On 
the rounded, medium-bodied palate, fresh acid-
ity accompanies ripe yellow apple and pear before 
a slightly nutty finish. Buon Gusto Imports INC. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

88 Tolloy 2020 Pinot Bianco (Alto Adige). Aro-
mas of hawthorn and white stone fruit form 

the nose. Tangy and bright, the smooth palate offers 
yellow apple, lemon zest and a hint of hazelnut. 
Prestige Wine Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86 Castel Sallegg 2017 Pratum Pinot Bianco 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of French oak lead the 

nose along with whiffs of graphite and spearmint. 
Reflecting the aromas, the full-bodied, monolithic 
palate shows oak-driven sensations of butterscotch, 
coconut and salty mineral alongside a mere sugges-
tion of bitter yellow apple skin. It doesn’t have the 
fruit richness to stand up to the dominant oak sen-
sations. Vitis Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $49 

PINOT GRIGIO

92 Abbazia di Novacella 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige Valle Isarco). Aromas of white spring 

flowers, yellow stone fruit, camphor and whiffs of 
banana lead the nose on this savory white. On the 
tangy palate, bright acidity accompanies lemon 
drop candy and honeydew before a honeyed, hazel-
nut finish. Abbazia di Novacella USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

92 Alois Lageder 2019 Porer Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Racy and mineral driven, this 

vibrant white has compelling aromas of wet slate, 
Alpine wildflowers and mountain herbs. Certified 

organic and biodynamic, it’s dry and linear, featur-
ing ripe yellow pear, graphite, white pepper and 
hazelnut alongside bright, restoring acidity. Dalla 
Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $26 

92 Cantina Produttori San Michele Appiano 
2020 Anger Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). Entic-

ing aromas of Alpine herbs, white spring flowers 
and orchard fruits shape the inviting nose on this 
fantastic Pinot Grigio. Savory and full-bodied, the 
creamy palate features yellow pear, honeydew and a 
hint of spice for a saline finish. Fresh acidity keeps 
it balanced. Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

92 Kofererhof 2019 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige 
Valle Isarco). Aromas of ripe white stone 

fruit, sun-warmed hay and Alpine wildflowers 
mingle together on this savory white. On the dry, 
medium-bodied palate, hints of fennel seed, hazel-
nut and saline accent a core of yellow pear and 
honeydew. Fresh acidity keeps it nicely balanced. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

91 Colterenzio 2019 Puiten Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Hawthorn and ripe orchard fruit 

aromas lead the way on this savory white. The pal-
ate has a lovely, creamy texture that envelops ripe 
Bartlett pear and yellow apple before closing on 
notes of hazelnut and fennel seed. Ideal Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

90 Peter Zemmer 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). For full review see page 19. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

90 Tramin 2019 Unterebner Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Aged in large casks and tonneaux, 

this has aromas of toasted nut, hay and ripe stone 
fruit. On the rounded, full-bodied palate, hints of 
saline, oak and coconut accent a core of mature yel-
low apple and lemon drop candy. A hazelnut note 
signals the close. LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

89 Griesbauerhof 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Delicately scented, this has light 

aromas of hawthorn, white stone fruit and a whiff of 
Alpine herbs. On the enveloping palate, tangy acid-
ity accompanies ripe yellow pear, apple and a hint of 
saline. Amlière Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

89 Weingut Morandell 2019 Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). Chamomile and orchard fruit aro-

mas slowly take shape in the glass. On the medium-
bodied palate, soft acidity accompanies ripe yellow 
apple, creamy pear and bitter almond. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Bottega Vinaia 2020 Pinot Grigio (Tren-
tino). Fragrant white spring flower and pear 

aromas lead the nose. On the tangy palate, bright 
acidity accompanies green apple and honeydew 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  105

before closing on a hint of bitter almond. Palm Bay 
International. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Colterenzio 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Scents of white spring flowers and white 

stone fruit form the delicate nose. On the palate, 
tangy acidity accompanies ripe yellow pear, apple 
and bitter almond. Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

88 Kupelwieser 2020 Fritz Pinot Grigio (Alto 
Adige). This has aromas recalling white 

spring wildflowers and tropical fruit. Round and 
tangy, the palate offers banana, pear and a hint of 
almond. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 St. Pauls 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). 
Aromas of green apple and honeydew carry 

through to the medium-bodied palate along with a 
hint of banana. Bright acidity keeps it fresh. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Tolloy 2020 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige). White 
spring flower and white orchard fruit aro-

mas come to the forefront. Round and tangy, the 
bright palate features ripe Bartlett pear, yellow 
apple and a hint of Alpine herbs. Prestige Wine 
Imports Corp. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Confetti! 2020 Pinot Grigio (Valdadige). 
Aromas of ripe white stone fruit and a whiff 

of hazelnut lead the nose. Reflecting the nose, the 
easygoing palate offers mature yellow apple and bit-
ter almond alongside tangy acidity. Palm Bay Inter-
national. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $11 

86 Cavit 2020 Pinot Grigio (Valdadige). For full 
review see page 24. Best Buy. 

abv: 12% Price: $9 

SAUVIGNON

92 Baron Widmann 2019 Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Elderflower, ripe stone fruit and hay 

aromas make their way to the forefront. Rounded 
and full-bodied, the savory, polished palate offers 
juicy grapefruit, creamy white peach and hints of 
hazelnut alongside fresh acidity. A steely mineral 
note signals the close. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

92 Erste Neue 2020 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Classic varietal aromas of elderflower, 

gooseberry, citrus and oyster shell carry through to 
the crisp, tangy palate along with ripe stone fruit. 
Savory saline mineral notes and bright acidity ener-
gize the close. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2019 Quintessenz 
Sauvignon (Alto Adige). Classic varietal aro-

mas of elderflower and citrus mingle with whiffs of 
warm hay. On the full-bodied palate, tangy acid-
ity accompanies gooseberry, grapefruit and cedar 
before closing on toasted hazelnut notes. Omni-
wines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

90 Kellerei Kaltern Caldaro 2020 Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Aromas of elderflower, hay 

and gooseberry lead the way. On the racy, linear 
palate, crisp acidity accompanies juicy grapefruit, 
white currant and a hint of pineapple. Omniwines 
Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Mezzacorona 2020 Castel Firmian Sauvi-
gnon (Trentino). Classic varietal aromas 

of elderflower, wild herbs and citrus are front and 
center. Bright and tangy, the bright palate offers 
juicy grapefruit, gooseberry and peach alongside 
vibrant acidity. Prestige Wine Imports Corp. Edi-
tors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

89 Colterenzio 2019 Lafòa Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). This full-bodied white has aro-

mas suggesting ripe yellow stone fruit, pressed 
elderflower and oak. On the forward palate, notes 
of vanilla and toasted nut accompany ripe peach, 
grapefruit and hazelnut alongside tangy acidity. 
Ideal Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

89 Gradis’ciutta 2019 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Subtle aromas suggesting dried botanical 

herbs, hay and whiffs of white stone fruit slowly 
take shape in the glass. On the rounded palate, 
tangy acidity accompanies suggestions of grape-
fruit, peach and pineapple. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $22 

89 Kornell 2019 Cosmas Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Elderflower, gooseberry and citrus 

aromas form the expressive nose. Linear, and light-
bodied, the ripe palate offers white grapefruit, juicy 
pineapple and green melon alongside crisp acidity. 
Maritime Wine Trading Collective. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Pfitscher 2019 Saxum Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). Aromas of dried botanical herbs, 

pressed wildflowers and grapefruit slowly form the 
subtle nose. The grapefruit aroma follows over to 
the rather restrained palate along with hints of ripe 
white stone fruit and hazelnut. Vera Wine & Spirits. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 St. Pauls 2020 Gfill Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Aromas suggesting elderflower, citrus and 

a yeasty whiff of bread dough lift out of the glass. 
The ripe, tangy palate features juicy white grape-
fruit and succulent pineapple before a steely finish. 
Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

89 Tiefenbrunner 2017 Vigna Racht Sauvignon 
(Alto Adige). Fermented partly in French 

tonneaux and partly in large casks, this has aromas 
and flavors of oak, vanilla, toasted hazelnut, coco-
nut and just a whiff of burned rubber. The aromas 
carry over to the lean, austere palate along with 
roasted coffee bean and hints of grapefruit. LLS–
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $33 

89 Tramin 2020 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). The 
nose is rather restrained but eventually 

reveals delicate aromas recalling white spring flow-
ers and citrus. The crisp palate offers suggestions 
of ripe peach and grapefruit alongside bright acid-
ity before a hint of tang and saline signal the close. 
LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

88 Castel Sallegg 2019 Sauvignon (Alto Adige). 
Aromas suggesting pressed elderflower, hay 

and gooseberry form the nose. On the bright palate, 
tangy acidity accompanies grapefruit and peach pit 
before a saline close. Vitis Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

88 Weingut Niklas 2019 Doxs Sauvignon (Alto 
Adige). A rather restrained nose for the 

variety, this offers whiffs of elderflower, grapefruit 
and a hint of hazelnut. On the palate, a hint of saline 
accompanies suggestions of grapefruit and pineap-
ple. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

87 Alessandro Berselli 2020 Signature Collec-
tion Sauvignon (Alto Adige). Lightly scented, 

this has subdued aromas suggesting white spring 
flowers and white stone fruit. The crisp, light-bod-
ied palate is reminiscent of yellow apple and offers 
the barest hint of grapefruit before a bitter almond 
close. Alma Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

87 Cantina Produttori Bolzano 2018 Greel Sau-
vignon (Alto Adige). This is a big, shy white 

that has sensations of oak, vanilla, butterscotch and 
coffee. It has fresh acidity but lacks fruit richness. 
Matchvino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

RIESLING

92 Abbazia di Novacella 2020 Riesling (Alto 
Adige Valle Isarco). Heady aromas of yellow 

stone fruit and spring blossoms come to the fore-
front along with citrusy notes and Alpine herbs. 
Racy, juicy and boasting mineral tension, the savory 
palate features juicy lime, ripe apricot and pineap-
ple alongside tangy mineral notes suggesting saline. 
Abbazia di Novacella USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

92 Cantina Produttori San Michele Appiano 
2020 Montiggl Riesling (Alto Adige). Aro-

mas of white rose and yellow stone fruit lift out 
of the glass with this fragrant white. The vibrant, 
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linear palate features juicy grapefruit, ripe yellow 
peach and a hint of nutmeg alongside racy acidity. 
Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

92 Kofererhof 2019 Riesling (Alto Adige Valle 
Isarco). Racy and linear, this has alluring 

aromas of citrus, yellow stone fruit and whiffs of 
paraffin. Reflecting the nose, the linear, savory pal-
ate offers ripe apricot, grapefruit and tangy mineral 
notes recalling oyster shell. Bright acidity keeps it 
balanced and energized. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $42 

90 Kupelwieser 2020 Fritz Riesling (Alto 
Adige). Citrus, yellow stone fruit and white 

rose aromas lift out of the glass with this fragrant 
white. The elegant palate shows more restraint, 
offering ripe apricot, grapefruit and a hint of saline 
alongside bright acidity. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 St. Pauls 2020 Riesling (Alto Adige). Deli-
cate aromas of yellow stone fruit and citrus 

carry over to the palate along with hints of honey 
and beeswax. Notes of bitter almond and a hint of 
lemon drop candy are alongside tangy acidity. Eth-
ica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

OTHER WHITE WINES

93 Abbazia di Novacella 2020 Sylvaner (Alto 
Adige Valle Isarco). Delicately scented, this 

has enticing aromas reminiscent of honeydew, cit-
rus and wet stone. Vibrant and savory, the elegant, 
focused palate offers lime, Meyer lemon, pear and 
saline notes. Abbazia di Novacella USA. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

92 Abbazia di Novacella 2020 Kerner (Alto 
Adige Valle Isarco). Dazzling and elegantly 

structured, this racy white opens with aromas of 
yellow stone fruit, white spring flowers, Alpine 
herbs and crushed stone. Dry and savory, the pal-
ate has great energy and tension, delivering apricot, 
citrus and tangy mineral alongside crisp acidity. 
Abbazia di Novacella USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Gradis’ciutta 2019 Ribolla Gialla (Collio). 
Made with organically farmed grapes, this 

dry, elegant white has aromas of wet stone, white 
wildflowers and orchard fruit. The smooth, tangy 
palate offers ripe peach, lemon zest and a hint of 
ginger alongside bright acidity. Vineyard Brands. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Kofererhof 2019 Kerner (Alto Adige Valle 
Isarco). Structured and boasting restrained 

elegance, this opens with enticing aromas of elder-
flower, Alpine herbs, honey and citrus. The honeyed 
note follows on to the savory palate together with 
juicy white grapefruit, apricot and hazelnut before a 

mineral note suggesting saline. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Abbazia di Novacella 2020 Müller-Thurgau 
(Alto Adige Valle Isarco). Jasmine and yel-

low stone fruit aromas form the nose. Vibrant and 
focused, the tangy, linear palate features yellow 
pear, peach, grapefruit and saline alongside racy 
acidity. Abbazia di Novacella USA. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

ROSATO

88 Monte Zovo 2019 Phasanius Rosato 
(Veronese). Hay, hazelnut and stone fruit 

aromas form the nose. On the palate, tangy acidity 
lifts ripe peach, mature red cherry and hints of tan-
gerine drop. A hint of saline signals the close. Monte 
Zovo USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $29 

PIEDMONT
WHITE WINES
ROERO ARNEIS

93 Careglio 2016 Savij (Roero Arneis). Floral 
aromas of hawthorn mingle with ripe white 

stone fruit, citrus and wet slate. Deftly demon-
strating the aging potential of finely crafted Roero 
Arneis, the medium-bodied, focused palate is both 
generous and elegant, featuring mature Bartlett 
pear, lemon drop candy, bitter almond and just a 
hint of honey alongside fresh acidity. Energizing 
mineral notes recalling saline keep it savory and 
energized. Drink through 2026. Tamalpais Wine 
Agency. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Cornarea 2019 Roero Arneis. Wild herb, 
mountain hay, chamomile and stone fruit 

aromas slowly take shape on this savory, elegant 
white. The rounded palate has a nice depth of fla-
vors including ripe Bartlett pear, yellow apple and 
lemon drop candy before finishing on a honeyed 
note. Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

91 Chiesa 2019 Roero Arneis. Fermented with 
indigenous yeasts, this opens with aromas of 

Spanish broom, lychee, sunbaked earth and citrus 
zest. The savory palate of this intriguing wine has 
an earthy finesse and loads of personality, offering 
dried apricot, star anise and a hint of black olive 
alongside tangy acidity. A saline note lingers on the 
close. Communal Brands. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

91 Chiesa 2018 Quin (Roero Arneis). Fermented 
with wild yeasts, this has warm, inviting aro-

mas of freshly made bread dough, pressed chamo-
mile and orchard fruit. Tangy and savory, the bright 
palate offers dried apricot, Meyer lemon, star anise 

and saline before closing on a hint of bitter almond. 
Communal Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

91 Cornarea 2015 Enritard (Roero Arneis). Made 
and aged for two years in steel, this mature 

but still fresh white has aromas of pressed yellow 
flowers, cedar, vegetal notes and pressed acacia. 
On the savory, enveloping palate, moderate acid-
ity accompanies ripe yellow pear, tangy lemon drop 
candy and hazelnut before a saline close and the 
beginnings of petrol notes. Drink through 2025. 
Vignaioli Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $29 

91 Deltetto 2020 Daivej (Roero Arneis). This has 
delicate scents evoking yellow spring flow-

ers and beeswax. Made with organically cultivated 
grapes, the rounded, savory palate features ripe 
pear, apple and notes of honeyed nut. Fresh acid-
ity keeps it bright. Tradizione Imports. Best Buy. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

91 Generaj 2019 Bric Varomaldo (Roero Arneis). 
Aromas of ripe yellow stone fruit, eucalyptus 

and honey form the nose. The aromas follow over to 
the round, rather lush palate along with tangerine 
drop candy and a hint of smoky flint. Tangy acidity 
lifts the rich flavors. Wine Icons. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

91 Lorenzo Negro 2019 Sant’Anna Riserva (Roero 
Arneis). The rather restrained but inviting 

nose reveals whiffs of lime, cedar and toasted nut. 
Undergoing malolactic fermentation in barrique 
and resting in the barrels on its lees for six months, 
it has depth and restrained elegance, featuring lime, 
ripe pear, toasted hazelnut and a dollop of vanilla 
before a saline close. It’s balanced, with fresh acid-
ity. Mucci Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Bric Cenciurio 2019 Sito dei Fossili (Roero 
Arneis). This has an initially shy nose that 

eventually reveals whiffs of pressed wildflowers, 
graphite, orchard fruit and a whiff of oak. The wine 
was fermented and aged in Slavonian casks; the 
medium-bodied, rounded palate offers mature yel-
low apple, lemon zest and hazelnut alongside tangy 
acidity. Tavolo Vigneto. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Cascina Chicco 2020 Anterisio (Roero 
Arneis). This lovely white has elegant aro-

mas reminiscent of white orchard fruit, hawthorn, 
botanical herbs and beeswax. Generous and envel-
oping, the rounded palate shows ripe apricot, pear 
and bitter almond alongside fresh acidity. Vinifera 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 Cascina del Pozzo 2020 Montemeraviglia 
(Roero Arneis). Hawthorn, ripe orchard 

fruit and botanical herb aromas form the inviting 
nose. Tangy and linear, the savory palate features 
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ripe white peach, citrus and bitter almond alongside 
bright acidity. Chloe Wine Imports. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

90 Cascina Val del Prete 2019 Luèt (Roero 
Arneis). Light but alluring aromas of lychee, 

ripe white stone fruit, dried botanical herbs and 
whiffs of bread dough form the delicate, inviting 
nose. Made with organically farmed grapes, the lin-
ear palate offers ripe yellow apple, lemon drop candy 
and unexpected but enjoyable sensations recalling 
brewer’s yeast. Bright acidity keeps it fresh. Vinity 
Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

90 Deltetto 2019 San Michele (Roero Arneis). 
Aromas of white spring flowers and lime 

waft out of the glass. The lime note carries over 
to the medium-bodied palate along with hints of 
honey, toasted almond and mineral. Fresh acidity 
keeps it bright and balanced. Tradizione Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

90 Demarie 2020 Roero Arneis. Aromas of 
white spring flowers, yellow stone fruit and 

beeswax mingle together on this medium-bodied 
white. On the savory palate, tangy acidity accompa-
nies ripe apricot, peach and a honeyed almond note. 
Uva Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

90 Giovanni Almondo 2019 Le Rive del Bricco 
delle Ciliegie (Roero Arneis). Ripe white 

stone fruit, bread dough and sun-warmed hay aro-
mas waft out of the glass. On the generous, rounded 
palate, soft acidity accompanies mature Bartlett 
pear, ripe white peach and toasted hazelnut. Petit 
Pois. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Lorenzo Negro 2019 Roero Arneis. Aromas of 
dried botanical herbs, white spring flowers 

and stone fruits shape the nose. Tangy and savory, 
the medium-bodied palate offers ripe honeydew, 
juicy grapefruit and bitter almond before closing 
on notes of fennel, honey and saline. Fresh acidity 
keeps it bright and balanced. Mucci Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

90 Marchisio 2019 Anfora Costa delle Rose 
(Roero Arneis). Made with organically 

grown grapes and vinified in amphorae, this 
smooth, rounded white offers enticing aromas of 
ripe orchard fruit, hazelnut, wet stone and a whiff 
of camphor. The savory palate has a generous, glyc-
erol-like texture that envelops white peach, lemon 
drop candy and a honeyed almond note before a 
saline close. Transparent Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Marchisio 2019 Costa delle Rose (Roero 
Arneis). Aromas recalling beeswax, hazel-

nut and wild herbs form the nose along with a whiff 
of petrol. On the dry, restrained palate, honeyed 
notes accompany dried apricot and Meyer lemon 

before a bitter almond close. Fresh acidity keeps it 
lifted. Transparent Wine Company. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

90 Piazzo 2020 Roero Arneis. Light scents of 
hawthorn, botanical herbs and orchard 

fruits shape the delicate nose along with the bar-
est whiff of bread dough. Medium-bodied with an 
almost creamy texture, the palate offers ripe Bartlett 
pear, white peach and bitter almond alongside fresh 
acidity. Angelini Wine. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

89 Cascina Cà Rossa 2020 Merica (Roero 
Arneis). White spring blossom and ripe 

orchard fruit aromas lift out of the glass. On the 
tangy, linear palate, honeyed notes accompany ripe 
yellow apple and citrus before a hazelnut close. 
Ribevi Wine Int. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

89 Costa Catterina 2018 Spumante Brut (Roero 
Arneis). Aromas of ripe pear and honey fol-

low over to the foaming palate along with lemon 
drop candy and a hint of salt. Tangy acidity bright-
ens the rich flavors. DiVino International. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $70 

89 Giovanni Almondo 2019 Bricco delle Ciliegie 
(Roero Arneis). Aromas of white spring 

flowers, orchard fruits and citrus zest form the 
nose. It’s crisp and linear, offering juicy lime and 
apricot before a hazelnut close. Petit Pois. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

89 Lorenzo Negro 2014 Metodo Classico Brut 
(Roero Arneis). Bread crust, camphor, 

French oak and stone fruit aromas shape the nose. 
On the medium-bodied palate, a refined perlage and 
firm acidity accompany dried apricot, honey and 
coconut before finishing on a bitter walnut note. 
Mucci Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $35 

89 Malabaila 2019 Le Tre (Roero Arneis). Bright 
and focused, this has delicate aromas sug-

gesting ripe white stone fruit and field flowers. On 
the medium-bodied palate, tangy acidity accompa-
nies mature Bartlett pear, yellow apple and fennel 
before a bitter almond close. de Grazia Imports, 
LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

89 Malabaila 2019 Pradvaj (Roero Arneis). Dry 
and linear, this has delicate but inviting 

aromas of white flowers, orchard fruits and citrus. 
On the racy palate, vibrant acidity accompanies ripe 
apricot, Meyer lemon and bitter almond. de Grazia 
Imports, LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

89 Tibaldi 2019 Bricco delle Passere (Roero 
Arneis). Yellow spring flowers, dried aro-

matic herbs and a whiff of beeswax mingle together 
on this understated white. On the dry palate, notes 
of rosemary and fennel accompany lemon zest and 
saline before closing on white pepper and bitter 

almond notes. You’ll need to give this a few minutes 
in the glass to open up. Drink OK Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Bric Cenciurio 2020 Roero Arneis. Aromas of 
hay, beeswax and ripe yellow apple follow 

over to the tangy palate along with notes of honey 
and almond. Fresh acidity keeps it bright. Canon de 
Colorado. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Careglio 2020 Roero Arneis. Aromas of 
elderflower and ripe yellow stone fruit 

shape the nose. The tangy palate offers honeydew, 
lemon drop candy and hints of bitter almond along-
side fresh acidity. Tamalpais Wine Agency. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Costa Catterina 2019 Arsivel (Roero Arneis). 
Aromas reminiscent of a struck match, 

scorched earth and toasted nuts shape the nose. 
The rounded palate has a glycerol-like texture and 
is rather evolved in terms of vitality and fruit rich-
ness, offering honey, vanilla, toasted almond and 
notes of ripe yellow apple. DiVino International. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

88 Enrico Serafino 2020 Poggio di Caro (Roero 
Arneis). Aromas of ripe orchard fruit, honey 

and a yeasty whiff of baked bread come to the fore-
front. The aromas carry over to the rounded palate 
along with ripe apricot and bitter almond before a 
honeyed close. Fresh acidity brightens the rich fla-
vors. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Giacomo Grimaldi 2019 Roero Arneis. This 
has aromas of hawthorn, white stone fruit 

and wild herbs. On the medium-bodied palate, 
tangy acidity accompanies yellow apple, Meyer 
lemon, chopped celery and fresh fennel. It closes on 
an almond note. Giuliana Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Marco Porello 2020 Camestri (Roero Arneis). 
Aromas of hazelnut, chamomile and dried 

botanical herbs follow over to the rounded palate 
along with lemon, yellow apple and tangy acidity. 
Bitter almond marks the close. Massanois Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Pace 2011 Giuan de Pas (Roero Arneis). This 
10-year-old white has aromas recalling 

medicinal herbs, mature citrus rind and the barest 
whiffs of petrol. On the evolved palate, flinty min-
eral notes accompany lemon zest, acacia honey and 
hazelnut. From an extremely hot vintage, this has 
aged well but is starting its inevitable decline. Eno-
tria Wine Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

88 Pelassa 2020 San Vito (Roero Arneis). Fra-
grant white flower, grapefruit and canta-

loupe aromas segue over to the tangy palate along-
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side crisp acidity. It closes on a hint of lemon drop 
candy. J. Strecker Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

88 Santa Vittoria 2019 Roero Arneis. Aromas 
of honey, cantaloupe and almond follow 

through to the almost viscous palate along with ripe 
yellow peach. Soft acidity accompanies the rich fla-
vors. Trinity Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

87 Monchiero Carbone 2020 Recit (Roero 
Arneis). Tangy and rounded, this medium-

bodied white has flavors of ripe white peach, lemon 
drop candy and bitter almond. Fresh acidity keeps it 
bright. Tita Italian Import & Export. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $14 

87 Poderi Moretti 2017 San Michele (Roero 
Arneis). The subdued nose initially doesn’t 

give much away but eventually offers whiffs of 
toasted hazelnut, roasted herbs and pressed yellow 
flowers. The subdued palate is also rather inex-
pressive, with mere suggestions of citrus and nuts 
before a salty finish. Classic Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

86 Michele Taliano 2019 Sernì (Roero Arneis). 
This has a shy nose that eventually reveals 

the barest whiffs of eucalyptus and tropical fruit. 
The viscous but rather muddled palate recalls but-
terscotch, coffee bean, confectionary notes and bit-
ter almond. Bravo Wine Cellar. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $16 

86 Poderi Moretti 2017 Occhetti Riserva (Roero 
Arneis). The nose is quite shy but eventu-

ally recalls toasted oak, hazelnut and pressed cham-
omile. From a scorching vintage, the muted palate 
is also quite subdued, suggesting bitter nuts and 
coffee bean before a salty finish. Classic Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

COLLI TORTONESI

92 I Carpini 2019 Rugiada del Mattino Timo-
rasso (Colli Tortonesi). Aromas of wet stone, 

camphor, sea brine and citrus come to the forefront 
on this tangy, medium-bodied white. Fermented 
spontaneously with wild yeasts and resting on its 
lees for one year, the wine boasts a structured pal-
ate that has depth, freshness and personality, dol-
ing out ripe yellow stone fruit, unsweetened lemon 
drop candy, hazelnut and black olive alongside fresh 
acidity. It closes on a saline mineral note that adds 
to the tension. Vision Wine & Spirits. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

92 I Carpini 2019 Timox Timorasso (Colli Tor-
tonesi). Certified organic and vegan, this 

deeply colored white has enticing aromas of vine-
yard dust, pressed Spanish broom, honey and 
crushed stone. Made in ceramic amphorae, it’s dry, 
smooth and enveloping, delivering dried apricot, 

acacia honey, unsweetened lemon drop candy and 
tangy, saline and mineral notes. Thanks to the depth 
of flavors and structure, this isn’t an aperitivo wine 
but should be paired with a first courses and veg-
etarian cuisine. Vision Wine & Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $32 

92 Vigneti Repetto 2017 Origo Timorasso (Colli 
Tortonesi). Aromas of toasted nuts, cam-

phor, ripe stone fruit and a whiff of petrol form the 
subtle but intriguing nose. Full-bodied and bone-
dry, the enveloping palate delivers unsweetened 
lemon drop candy, dried apricot, hazelnut and slate 
alongside mild acidity. A honeyed note lingers on 
the close. This is a serious, structured white that 
can stand up to a number of complex first courses 
and light meat dishes. Morgan Import LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

91 Terre di Sarizzola 2018 Timorasso (Colli Tor-
tonesi). Tangy and mineral driven, this has 

subtle aromas suggesting citrus, wet stone and wild 
herbs. The enveloping palate has structure and an 
understated elegance, offering ripe apricot, flinty 
mineral and acacia honey before finishing on a 
hazelnut note. Fass Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

91 Terre di Sarizzola 2018 Derthona Biancornetto 
Timorasso (Colli Tortonesi). A deeply hued 

golden yellow, this has aromas suggesting botanical 
herbs, camphor and the beginnings of petrol. Full-
bodied and enveloping, the dry palate features sug-
gestions of dried apricot, unsweetened lemon drop 
candy and bitter almond before closing on a hint of 
honeyed mineral. With its complexity, restraint and 
structure, this isn’t your typical aperitivo white. 
Drink through 2028. Fass Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

91 Vigneti Repetto 2018 Derthona Quadro Timo-
rasso (Colli Tortonesi). Aromas of camphor, 

yellow field flowers and hazelnut form the nose 
along with a whiff of botanical herbs. The linear, 
medium-bodied palate features ripe apricot, pear, 
lemon and saline notes before an almond close. 
Bright acidity keeps it fresh and balanced. Morgan 
Import LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

90 Vigneti Repetto 2019 Piccolo Derthona Tim-
orasso (Colli Tortonesi). Light aromas of cit-

rus, Spanish broom and wild herbs form the delicate 
nose. The real beauty of this wine lies in the elegant, 
tangy palate that features Meyer lemon, apricot, 
saline, mineral and hints of honeyed almond. Tangy 
acidity keeps it fresh. Morgan Import LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $24 

ERBALUCE DI CALUSO

92 Cantina della Serra 2016 Metodo Classico 
Brut Serra (Erbaluce di Caluso). Delicate 

scents recalling hawthorn, citrus and bread crust 
come to the forefront along with a whiff of wild 
herbs. Dry and creamy, the elegant palate releases 

ripe white stone fruit, lemon zest and bitter almond 
alongside small, persistent bubbles. Bright acidity 
keeps it balanced and energized. Canon de Colorado. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $32 

90 Cantine Crosio 2019 Primavigna (Erbaluce di 
Caluso). Linear and mineral driven, this dry 

white has delicate scents of white spring flowers, 
stone fruit and dried botanical herbs. The palate 
features apricot and honeyed almond notes before 
a tangy close recalling saline and lemon drop candy. 
O & M Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

89 Cantine Crosio 2015 Erbaluce di Caluso. Aro-
mas of mountain hay and bread crust form 

the delicate nose. The linear palate offers hazelnut, 
ripe yellow apple and bitter almond alongside fresh 
acidity and a polished perlage. O & M Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $37 

LANGHE

90 Osvaldo Barberis 2020 Nascetta (Langhe). 
Aromas of dried aromatic herbs, yellow 

stone fruit and citrus shape the nose. Round and 
full-bodied, the enveloping palate offers ripe yellow 
peach, tangerine drop candy and honeyed almond. 
Yountville Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

90 Tenuta Rocca 2019 GioIr Nascetta (Langhe). 
Bright and savory, this delicately scented 

white has aromas recalling hawthorn, hazelnut 
and ripe stone fruit. Made with organically farmed 
grapes, the dry, focused palate features crisp apple, 
lemon zest and a dollop of acacia honey before 
closing a nutty, slightly bitter finish. Votto Vines 
Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Castello di Perno 2018 Gregorio Gitti 
Nascetta (Langhe). Camphor, hints of pet-

rol and nutty aromas form the nose. On the linear, 
medium-bodied palate, tangy acidity accompanies 
lemon zest, hazelnut and saline. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

GAVI

91 Enrico Serafino 2020 del Comune di Gavi Grifo 
del Quartaro (Gavi). This savory white opens 

with enticing scents of white spring flowers, white 
almond, botanical herbs and a whiff of bread dough. 
Smoothly textured, the tangy palate offers ripe 
white peach, lemon drop candy and a hint of bit-
ter almond before finishing on a saline mineral note. 
Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

90 La Ghibellina 2018 del Comune di Gavi Altius 
(Gavi). Aromas of hazelnut, citrus and 

stone fruit form the nose along with whiffs of wild 
herbs. Made with organically farmed grapes, this 
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has a tangy palate that reflects the nose, offering 
yellow pear, lemon drop candy and saline before a 
bitter almond close. Crisp acidity keeps it balanced. 
Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

90 San Silvestro 2020 Gavi. Botanical herb, 
white wildflower, almond and citrus 

notes shape the delicate nose. The racy palate has 
a refreshing, tonic-like quality that accompanies 
lime, apple and saline alongside crisp acidity. Kin-
dred Vines. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $15 

89 San Silvestro 2020 del Comune di Gavi Fos-
sili (Gavi). The delicate nose is rather shy, 

offering whiffs of hawthorn, orchard fruits and 
medicinal herbs. The palate is more expressive, 
doling out peach, lime and white almond alongside 
tangy acidity. A saline note on the close adds inter-
est. Kindred Vines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Santa Vittoria 2020 del Comune di Gavi 
(Gavi). Delicate scents of hawthorn and 

white orchard fruit waft out of the glass. Smooth 
and polished, the rounded palate offers honeydew, 
peach and lemon drop candy alongside bright acid-
ity. Trinity Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

89 Serre dei Roveri 2020 Gavi. This invigorat-
ing, dry white features lime, juicy lemon, a 

hint of peach and tangy mineral notes evoking oys-
ter shell. Racy acidity keeps it energized. This will 
definitely hit the spot on a hot summer day. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

88 Caldera 2019 Reisì (Gavi). Here’s a vibrant 
white that has aromas of hawthorn, wild 

herbs and citrus. Dry and tangy, the light-bodied 
palate recalls ripe apricot, zesty Meyer lemon and 
bitter almond alongside crisp acidity. HB Wine 
Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

88 Elio Filippino 2020 Gavi. Crisp and refresh-
ing, this tangy white has flavors recalling 

white peach, honeydew and lemon drop candy. 
Lively acidity keeps vibrant. Interbalt Products. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 La Ghibellina 2019 del Comune di Gavi Mainin 
(Gavi). This has a shy nose that eventu-

ally reveals suggestions of dried botanical herbs 
and warmed hay. Made with organically grown 
grapes, this has a palate on the lighter side, offering 
unsweetened lemon drop candy, peach and a hint 
of honey alongside bright acidity. Oliver McCrum 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Serre dei Roveri 2020 del Comune di Gavi 
(Gavi). Lightly scented, this has delicate 

aromas recalling white spring flowers and stone 

fruit. The savory palate is more expressive, offering 
peach and grapefruit alongside tangy acidity. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 La Bollina 2020 Gavi. Tangy and crisp, this 
lightly scented, fruity white has flavors sug-

gesting tropical fruit, lemon drop candy and just 
a hint of grapefruit. Bright acidity keeps it lively. 
Opera Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

87 Santa Vittoria 2019 Gavi. This straight-
forward white has light aromas recalling 

orchard fruit and toasted hazelnut. On the palate, 
crisp acidity accompanies suggestions of banana 
and citrus before closing on a bitter almond note. 
Trinity Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

87 Vite Colte 2020 del Comune di Gavi Masseria 
dei Carmelitani (Gavi). White spring flower 

and tropical fruit aromas mingle together in the 
glass. On the tangy palate, notes suggesting honey, 
confectionary and bitter almond accompany a core 
of ripe yellow peach. Opera Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $23 

86 Giribaldi 2020 I Risi (Gavi). This bright, 
informal white has fruity aromas suggest-

ing banana, peach and citrus. The aromas carry over 
to the palate along with vibrant acidity. It’s simple 
but well-made. CTS Distributing. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

86 La Toledana 2019 del Comune di Gavi Vigne 
Rade (Gavi). This simple white has a shy 

nose that eventually suggests white spring flowers 
and stone fruit. The palate is rather diluted, offer-
ing the barest suggestions of honeydew and lemon 
before a bitter close. Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

86 Malgrà 2020 del Comune di Gavi Poggio 
Basco (Gavi). The shy nose eventually 

reveals aromas of white flowers and summer orchard 
fruit. The light-bodied, simple palate recalls citrus 
and peach before a bitter almond close. Specialty 
Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Malgrà 2020 Montebastia (Gavi). White 
spring flowers and white stone fruit come 

to the forefront. Simple but well-made, the easygo-
ing palate offers cantaloupe and banana alongside 
crisp acidity. Specialty Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $12 

83 La Doria 2019 San Cristoforo (Gavi). This 
extremely simple wine has a shy nose that 

doesn’t give much away. The palate is rather diluted 
and not very expressive, with hints of citrus and 
a marked metallic taste that leaves a bitter finish. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

OTHER WHITE WINE

88 Tenuta Montemagno 2020 Solis Vis Timo-
rasso (Monferrato). Light and savory, this 

tangy white has delicate aromas of summer orchard 
fruit and white spring flowers. On the linear palate, 
fresh acidity accompanies yellow apple, citrus and 
a hint of peach. Cherio Holding & Trading. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

PIEDMONT
RED WINES

BAROLO

98 Cavallotto 2015 Bricco Boschis Vigna San 
Giuseppe Riserva (Barolo). Aromas of 

underbrush, camphor, new leather and woodland 
berries mingle with a whiff of pressed rose petal 
on this compelling red. Still youthfully austere but 
already incredibly delicious, it delivers raspberry 
compote, truffle, tobacco and licorice framed in 
tightly knit, noble tannins. Fresh acidity keeps it 
balanced. Another fantastic showing from this won-
derful estate. Drink 2025–2040. Skurnik Wines, 
Inc. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $160 

98 Massolino 2015 Vigna Rionda Riserva 
(Barolo). For full review see page 3. Cellar 

Selection. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $194 

96 Famiglia Anselma 2016 Bussia Vigna 
Pianpolvere (Barolo). For full review see 

page 4. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 14% Price: $92 

96 Famiglia Anselma 2016 Le Coste (Barolo). 
Rose petal, red-skinned berry and truffle 

aromas emerge from the glass on this classically 
crafted, elegant wine. The savory, youthfully austere 
palate offers red cherry, star anise and white pep-
per alongside fine-grained tannins and fresh acidity. 
It closes on a note of rusty iron. Drink 2026–2041. 
Crus & Stills. Cellar Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $79 

95 Fratelli Alessandria 2017 Monvigliero 
(Barolo). Enticing aromas of wild red ber-

ries, iris, pipe tobacco and camphor shape the allur-
ing nose. Full-bodied but with an almost weightless 
elegance, the palate delivers raspberry compote, 
blood orange, star anise and mineral notes suggest-
ing tangy oyster shell alongside fine-grained tan-
nins. You’d never guess the hefty alcohol content 
thanks to the great fruit, freshness and balance. 
Drink 2027–2032. North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $96 

95 Mauro Veglio 2017 Paiagallo (Barolo). Blue 
flower, underbrush, camphor and hazelnut 

aromas come to the forefront. Full-bodied and ele-
gantly structured, the palate offers ripe raspberry, 
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Morello cherry, tobacco and a hint of coffee bean 
alongside firm, close-grained tannins. Drink after 
2027. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

95 Rivetto 2015 Leon Riserva (Barolo). Under-
brush, camphor and new leather aromas 

mingle with whiffs of rose and hazelnut. On the 
enveloping palate, tightly knit but refined tannins 
frame dried cherry, orange zest, licorice and tobacco 
before a firm, almost salty finish. Drink 2025–2035. 
Volio Vino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

94 Attilio Ghisolfi 2017 Bussia (Barolo). For full 
review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $54 

94 Attilio Ghisolfi 2017 Bussia Bricco Visette 
(Barolo). For full review see page 6. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $74 

94 Fontanafredda 2017 del Comune di Ser-
ralunga d’Alba (Barolo). Smooth and savory, 

this lovely red has aromas of fragrant blue flowers, 
new leather, wild berries and tobacco leaf. On the 
elegant, structured palate, taut, refined tannins 
support raspberry compote, blood orange, licorice 
and baking spice. Drink 2022–2029. Taub Family 
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

93 Cascina Chicco 2017 Rocche di Castelletto 
(Barolo). Violet, forest floor, tobacco and 

new leather aromas lead the way. The savory, bal-
anced palate features fleshy black cherry, rasp-
berry jam, licorice and white pepper alongside 
fine-grained tannins. Drink 2023–2032. Vinifera 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

93 Diego Conterno 2016 Ginestra (Barolo). 
Enticing aromas of black-skinned berries, 

baking spice and tobacco form the enticing nose. 
The savory palate features dried black cherry, clove 
and black pepper alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Drink 2023–2031. AP Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Giacomo Fenocchio 2017 Cannubi (Barolo). 
Cedar, iris, spice and balsamic aromas of 

camphor mingle together in the glass. The linear 
palate is rather austere, offering red cherry, licorice 
and hints of white pepper framed in taut, tight tan-
nins. Drink 2025–2032. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $68 

93 Giacomo Fenocchio 2015 Bussia 90 Dì Riserva 
(Barolo). Cedar, camphor and oak-driven 

aromas dominate the nose. Reflecting the aromas, 
the full-bodied, extremely concentrated palate 
offers vanilla, coconut, tons of licorice and hints of 
coffee bean alongside, dried cherry, powdered sage 
and blood orange. Assertive, close-grained tannins 
provide the austere framework. Skurnik Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Mirafiore 2017 Barolo. Aromas of violet, iris, 
baking spice and woodland berries form 

the enticing nose. It’s full-bodied and firmly struc-
tured, featuring crushed raspberry, ripe Morello 
cherry, licorice and tobacco alongside tightly knit, 
close-grained tannins and surprising acidity for the 
scorching vintage. Drink 2025–2032. Trinity Bev-
erage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

93 Ratti 2017 Conca (Barolo). For full review 
see page 11. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

93 Sobrero 2016 Parussi (Barolo). Attractive 
aromas of violet, red-skinned berries and 

truffle take shape in the glass. The juicy, structured 
palate features red cherry, star anise and cinnamon 
notes alongside fine-grained tannins and fresh acid-
ity. Drink 2023–2031. Domenico Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

92 Ca’ Viola 2017 Caviòt (Barolo). Balsamic aro-
mas of camphor shape the nose along with 

whiffs of scorched earth and cedar. On the linear, 
structured palate, firm, fine-grained tannins accom-
pany dried black cherry, blood orange and star 
anise. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

92 Cascina Chicco 2015 Ginestra Riserva 
(Barolo). Aromas of dark-skinned berries, 

cedar and underbrush shape the nose. The full-
bodied palate offers ripe blackberry, licorice and 
tobacco alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
2022–2030. Vinifera Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

92 Giulia Negri 2017 Serradenari (Barolo). 
Scorched earth, burned rubber and toasted 

nut aromas mingle with whiffs of spice. Austere and 
firm, the linear palate recalls sour cherry, blood 
orange, allspice and hazelnut framed in close-
grained tannins that leave a rather grippy finish. 
Give the tannins several years to unclench, then 
drink sooner rather than later to catch the delicate 
fruit sensations. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

91 Diego Conterno 2017 del Comune di Monforte 
d’Alba (Barolo). Dark-skinned fruit, forest 

floor and leather aromas emerge from the glass. 
The structured palate shows ripe blackberry, clove 
and licorice alongside close-grained tannins. Drink 
2024–2032. AP Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

91 Famiglia Anselma 2015 Adasi Riserva 
(Barolo). Whiffs of camphor, new leather and 

underbrush form the nose along with a whisper of 
pressed rose. The palate is evolved in terms of fruit 
richness, offering dried cherry, orange zest and hints 
of white pepper set against assertive, close-grained 
tannins that clench the drying finish. Despite the 

tannins, drink sooner rather than later to capture 
the remaining fruit. Crus & Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $102 

91 Giulia Negri 2017 La Tartufaia (Barolo). Aro-
mas of ripe berries, cedar, truffle and euca-

lyptus form the nose. Linear and rather austere, the 
palate offers sour cherry, ground clove and a hint of 
black tea alongside tense tannins. Drink after 2027. 
Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

90 Costa di Bussia 2017 Bussia (Barolo). Aro-
mas of black-skinned berries, scorched 

earth and leather shape the nose. The savory pal-
ate offers Marasca cherry, star anise and tobacco 
alongside firm tannins. Drink 2022–2029. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

90 Costa di Bussia 2015 Bussia Riserva 
(Barolo). Violet, orange zest and tobacco 

aromas appear in the glass. The full-bodied, solid 
palate offers dried black cherry, licorice and cinna-
mon alongside fine-grained tannins. Drink 2023–
2030. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $70 

90 Diego Conterno 2017 Barolo. Aromas of vio-
let, leather and camphor emerge from the 

glass. The full-bodied palate offers Marasca cherry, 
nutmeg and white pepper alongside firm tannins. 
Drink 2023–2029. AP Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

90 Sobrero 2016 Ciabot Tanasio (Barolo). 
Earthy aromas of tilled soil, game and 

tobacco lead the way. The tight palate presents sour 
cherry, dried sage and orange zest alongside youth-
fully austere tannins. Drink 2024–2029. Domenico 
Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

90 Sobrero 2013 Pernanno Riserva (Barolo). 
This opens with earthy aromas of scorched 

soil, game and dark-skinned fruit. On the palate, 
rather grainy tannins accompany cherry marinated 
in spirits, tobacco and white pepper. Drink through 
2028. Domenico Valentino. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $115 

89 Dezzani 2017 San Carlo (Barolo). For full 
review see page 21. 

abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Villadoria 2016 Lazzarito (Barolo). Aromas 
suggesting dark-skinned berries, tilled soil 

and leather emerge from the glass. The taut palate 
offers dried cherry, licorice and toasted hazelnut 
alongside chewy tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 
2023–2032. WinesU. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

88 Costa di Bussia 2014 Bussia Vigna Campo dei 
Buoi (Barolo). This opens with aromas of 

tilled soil, spice and tobacco. The taut, linear pal-
ate offers sour cherry, sage and hazelnut alongside 
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tightly wound tannins. Drink after 2023. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

88 Gigi Rosso 2017 Bricco San Pietro (Barolo). 
This has subdued aromas recalling cam-

phor, scorched earth and a hint of blue flowers. The 
palate is tight and lean in terms of fruit richness, 
offering dried cherry, star anise and hints of pow-
dered sage before finishing on an almost salty note. 
Tight, rather grainy tannins give it a mouthdrying, 
astringent close. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $NA 

88 Giribaldi 2017 Ravera (Barolo). Aromas of 
espresso, scorched earth and tobacco come 

to the forefront. The concentrated palate offers 
prune, licorice and roasted coffee bean alongside 
tight, close-grained tannins that lead to a mouth-
puckering finish. Drink now–2028. Ribevi Wine Int. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

88 Silvano Bolmida 2017 Bussia (Barolo). The 
shy nose eventually reveals suggestions of 

cedar, spice and toasted hazelnut. The dense palate 
offers baked plum, cocoa and clove alongside asser-
tive tannins. Drink after 2024. Artisan Wines, Inc. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

88 Silvano Bolmida 2015 Bussia Riserva 
(Barolo). Subdued aromas recalling mocha, 

scorched earth and cedar slowly emerge from the 
glass. The concentrated palate offers prune, sage 
and roasted coffee bean alongside tight, rather 
astringent tannins. Drink after 2024. Artisan 
Wines, Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $102 

88 Torlasco 2016 Barolo. This has subtle aro-
mas of baking spice, tilled soil and violet. 

The solid palate offers black plum, star anise and 
hazelnut alongside chewy tannins. Drink after 
2023. Prestige Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

87 Giribaldi 2017 Barolo. Mocha, toasted oak 
and baking spice aromas lead the way. The 

dense palate offers prune, roasted coffee bean and 
toasted hazelnut alongside assertive, rather astrin-
gent tannins. Ribevi Wine Int. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

87 Rivata 2017 Barolo. Cedar, mocha and 
scorched earth aromas emerge from the 

glass. The no-frills palate recalls baked plum, 
clove and cocoa alongside chewy tannins. Saranty 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

86 Bricco Giubellini 2017 del Comune di Mon-
forte d’Alba (Barolo). The shy nose eventu-

ally reveals hay, toasted oak and spice. The dense 
palate offers espresso, bitter chocolate and bitter 

almond alongside assertive tannins, but it lacks 
fruit richness. Elliott Bay Distributing Co. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

CENTRAL ITALY
RED WINES

MOLISE

93 Di Majo Norante 2016 Don Luigi Riserva 
(Molise). This powerful Montepulciano-

based wine delivers a deep well of aromas on the 
nose: coconut, cigar box, tobacco and leather over 
a dense brandy-soaked cherry core. The full-bodied 
palate is velvety and plush in smooth tannins and 
dark fruit, all wrapped in a mix of savory and warm 
spices. Despite all that richness, there’s drive to 
it all thanks to fresh acidity. Accessible now, this 
should hold well through 2030. Winebow. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 15% Price: $30 

91 Di Majo Norante 2016 Ramitello (Molise). 
A mix of cherry coulis and brandy-soaked 

blackberries blends with a heady dose of tobacco 
and fresh thyme on the nose of this blend of 85% 
Montepulciano and 15% Aglianico. Plush and soft 
in feel yet lifted by fresh acidity, the medium- bodied 
palate delivers pure, juicy berry flavors flecked by 
plenty of sweet and savory spice tones. Winebow. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $17 

87 Campi Valerio 2017 Sannazzaro (Molise). 
Light aromas of raspberry and baked cherry 

make for an easy entry to this Montepulciano. 
Juicy flavors of spiced raspberry and cherry jam 
are framed by a dusting of tannins and bright acid-
ity. There’s not much complexity or depth to this 
red, but there’s harmony among it all that makes it 
enjoyable to sip. International Cellars. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

MONTEPULCIANO D’ABRUZZO 
COLLINE TERAMANE

90 Nicodemi 2018 Notàri (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo Colline Teramane). A cohesive 

blend of olive tapenade, baked cherry and clove 
shows lift and intensity on the nose. The medium-
bodied palate is driven by more savory flavors, 
with rich cherry filling out the core. There’s grip to 
the tannins, but the bright acidity and plush fruit 
match it well, making this a great wine for the din-
ner table. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

89 Velenosi 2018 Verso Sera (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo Colline Teramane). There’s lift 

to the aromas of tobacco, crushed mint and black 
pepper on the savory nose. Rich dark cherry takes 
center stage on the medium-bodied palate, where 
there’s grip and drive to it all. Sandy tannins and 
bright acidity lend support, with cracked pepper 

and menthol chiming in on the finish. Divinitaly 
LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

87 Nicodemi 2018 Le Murate (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo Colline Teramane). This entry-

level Montepulciano boasts straightforward aromas 
of blackberry, tobacco and chopped mint. There’s a 
gentle sandiness to the tannins on the palate, but 
a juicy berry flavor balances it out alongside zesty 
acidity. Regal Wine Imports Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

MONTEPULCIANO D’ABRUZZO

93 La Valentina 2016 Bellovedere Terre dei Ves-
tini Riserva (Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). This 

rich red offers a cohesive mix of cigar box spice, 
menthol, hoisin sauce and brandy-soaked blackber-
ries. It’s densely packed in fruit and spice flavors 
on the full-bodied palate, yet balanced well by a 
polished sheen of tannins and plenty of fresh acid-
ity. Showing ample power and concentration, this 
would hold well in the cellar. Drink through 2030. 
Dalla Terra Winery Direct. Cellar Selection. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $60 

92 Binomio 2016 Riserva (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). This luxe red blends tones of 

brandy-soaked cherries and blackberries with heady 
doses of mentholated tobacco, clove and cured meat. 
Smooth, creamy tannins and bright acidity yield a 
full-bodied palate that is rounded and polished. It’s 
accessible now but should hold well through 2028. 
Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $52 

91 Barba 2018 I Vasari Old Vines (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). For full review see page 14. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

91 Cantina Miglianico 2016 Il Fondatore Riserva 
(Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). Aged in French 

oak, this plush red delivers integrated tones of all-
spice, clove and cinnamon over a rich cherry-jam 
core. It’s creamy and full in feel yet well balanced 
by bright acidity that kicks in on the midpalate 
and lends lift through the lingering finish. Saranty 
Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $24 

91 Olivastri Tommaso 2016 La Grondaia (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). Decidedly savory on 

the nose, this kicks off with intense aromas of wet 
tobacco, chopped mint, thyme and crushed pepper-
corn. The medium-bodied palate is built by smooth 
tannins and bright acidity, with coiled red berry fla-
vors pushing everything along. There’s polish and 
drive, with a concentration that lasts from start to 
finish. Colline d’Italia. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

90 Faraone 2016 Le Vigne di Faraone (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). This well-balanced 

Montepulciano delivers ripe cherry and blackberry 
aromas perked up by crushed black pepper, menthol 



BUYINGGUIDE

112  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  OCTOBER 2021

and cigar box accents. The pure berry flavors follow 
to the medium-bodied palate, where chopped mint 
lends an invigorating fresh lift to it all. Plush, juicy 
fruit and velvety tannins yield quite an enjoyable 
outcome. Wine Emporium. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Illuminati 2018 Ilico Riserva (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). Well-meshed aromas of wet 

tobacco, menthol and dark cherry drive the dense 
nose, with an energetic lift from peppery thyme. 
Grippy red plum skin and cherry notes are fleshed 
out by juicy waves of acidity on the midpalate. Come 
the finish, everything cinches up into a neat pack-
age. Montcalm Wine Importers. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

90 Masciarelli 2017 Marina Cvetic S. Martino 
Rosso Riserva (Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). 

The fruit-driven nose offers pleasantly plump 
aromas of dark cherry and blackberry dipped in 
brandy, with pipe tobacco and warm spice accents 
lending depth. Smooth yet copious tannins frame 
the densely packed, medium-bodied palate, with a 
glossy texture lending harmony to the whole. Vintus 
LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $32 

90 Masciarelli 2016 Marina Cvetic Iskra Riserva 
(Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). Glints of wet 

tobacco, brandy-dipped black cherry and baking 
spice frame the nose, with the medium-bodied pal-
ate showing lush berry fruit in full force. There’s 
polish and sheen to the tannins, with ample bright 
acidity to match, making this a well-balanced, 
fuller-bodied red. Vintus LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

90 Torre Zambra 2016 Colle Maggio Riserva 
(Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). This dense, 

full-bodied red displays baked blackberry and 
cherry aromas on the nose, accented by asphalt and 
fig. The rich palate is bathed in warm spice tones, 
filled out by lush fruit and framed by firm tannins. 
It’s a wine for big red lovers. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Citra 2017 Caroso Riserva (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). A pleasantly rich nose of 

cherry jam melds with sweet and savory accents 
of tomato paste, brown sugar and chopped herbs. 
The medium-bodied palate brings in cocoa and cof-
fee accents to the dense blackberry and dark cherry 
core, with fresh acidity and a firm framing of tan-
nins lending support. LLS–Winebow. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

89 La Valentina 2017 Spelt Riserva (Montepul-
ciano d’Abruzzo). Rich aromas of bramble 

berry and dark cherry blend seamlessly with baking 
spice, tobacco and sage on the nose. The palate is 
smooth and supple in feel, boasting ripe dark-berry 
flavors and spice accents that show good lift and 
depth. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

89 Torre Zambra 2018 Colle Maggio Riserva 
(Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). Intense aromas 

of clove, allspice and cardamom are front and cen-
ter on the nose, with rich, brandy-soaked berries 
underneath. This full-bodied red presents as plush 
and soft on the palate in dense warm-spice-studded 
plummy fruit, while bright acidity and medium-
grained tannins lend plenty of support. Tri-Vin 
Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Umani Ronchi 2018 Jorio (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). Pleasantly ripe aromas of black-

berry and cherry cobbler remain bright and focused 
on the nose. Light to medium in weight, the palate 
shows good interplay between juicy berry fruit and 
soft tannins, with well-integrated warm spice tones 
adding nuance. Bright acidity lifts it all up, but 
never detracts from the fruity nature of this easy-
to-like red. Vineyard Brands. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Barone Cornacchia 2016 Vigna Le Coste 
Riserva (Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). 

Restrained aromas of blackberry and menthol carry 
to the full-bodied palate. Thick black cherry and 
blackberry flavors are wrapped in sparks of tobacco 
and chopped mint, where a firm brace of tannins 
meets bright acidity. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $16 

88 Cantina Miglianico 2017 Pietra Majella (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). There’s a pleasing 

depth to the aromas of brandy-soaked cherry, all-
spice and tobacco on the nose. It’s rounded in feel, 
with soft tannins and juicy fruit flavors that show 
a delicate accent of warm spices. Saranty Imports. 
—A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $21 

88 ILauri 2017 Le Pinciaie Riserva (Montepul-
ciano d’Abruzzo). Ripe cherry and black-

berry aromas blend with tar and menthol on the 
nose. There’s weight and richness to the fruit on 
the palate, with fresh acidity and smooth, envelop-
ing tannins lending support. Sweet and savory spice 
accents extend on the finish. PSP Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Talamonti 2018 Tre Saggi (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). Rich aromas of dark cherry, 

chopped mint and tobacco drive this medium-bod-
ied red on the nose. There’s a plush feel to the fruit 
on the palate, with fuzzy tannins and bright acidity 
wrapping it all up. Panebianco. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Tenuta Terraviva 2018 CO2 (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). A bright red-cherry aroma 

meets hints of pie crust, cardamom and chopped 
mint on the nose. There’s rounded, soft fruit on the 
medium-bodied palate, with lifted acidity and mel-
low tannins framing it all. Vinea, INC. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

88 Torre Raone 2018 Lucanto (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). Nicely plush aromas of black-

berry and cherry blend seamlessly with savory and 
sweet spice tones on the nose. The harmony contin-
ues on the light-bodied palate, making this a solid 
weekday red option. Skurnik Wines, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Torre Zambra 2018 Madia (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). A generous helping of baking 

spice blends with ripe cherry, leather and tobacco 
on the nose. It’s rounded and plush in feel on the 
medium-bodied palate, displaying a cohesive mix of 
lush berry fruit and cigar box spice. Well-integrated 
acidity and smooth tannins lend a supple frame. 
Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

87 Contesa 2018 Montepulciano d’Abruzzo. A 
heavy dose of baking spice initially masks 

the nose, with rich cherry fruit eventually pushing 
through with time in the glass. The medium-bodied 
palate is rounded in feel and soft in texture, with 
slightly jammy berry flavors meeting more warm 
spice tones on the finish. Vinifera Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Di Sipio 2018 Montepulciano d’Abruzzo. A 
baked cherry aroma melds with tobacco, 

tar and baking spice on the nose. Firmly medium 
in weight, the soft palate offer rich black cherry and 
plum flavors framed by mild acidity. It’s a supple 
red, with a short yet pleasant finish. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

87 Idi di Marzo 2018 Family Selection (Montepul-
ciano d’Abruzzo). A bright, zesty ripe cherry 

aroma blends with chopped mint and tobacco on 
the nose. The light palate offers a quick mix of 
cherry and warm spice flavors, making this an easy 
red to enjoy alongside pizza and pasta dishes. Tri-
Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

87 La Valentina 2018 Montepulciano d’Abruzzo. 
Slightly restrained aromas of chopped mint, 

cured meat and tobacco blend with a blackberry 
core on the nose. There’s a rounded, nearly creamy, 
texture to the medium-bodied palate, where a juicy 
black cherry flavor is housed by easygoing tannins 
and bright acidity. This is a solid choice for a week-
day red alongside pizza and pasta. Dalla Terra Win-
ery Direct. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

87 Poderi Costantini Antonio 2016 Tornese 
(Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). Heavy-handed 

oak tones of bacon grease, tobacco and warm spices 
drive the nose of this red. It’s soft and plush on the 
palate, with more oaky tones accenting the ripe 
cherry core. It’s accessible in structure and will 
please many who like oak-driven, full-bodied reds. 
Tuscan Vineyard Imports LLC. —A.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

86 Barone Cornacchia 2018 Casanova (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). Perky aromas of red 
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cherry and bramble berries carry accents of bubble-
gum spice and black pepper on the nose. There’s a 
zesty vibe to the palate, where tart acidity pushes 
along red berry flavors. Fuzzy tannins frame it all. 
Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $18 

86 Cantina Zaccagnini 2018 Dal Tralcetto (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). Rich aromas of bak-

ing spice, cherry coulis, tobacco and leather drive 
the warm, spicy nose. There’s a round, generous 
feel to the fruit and spice tones on the palate, where 
lush cherry fruit is wrapped in accents of allspice 
and clove. WinesU. —A.P. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

86 Torre dei Beati 2018 Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo. Delicate aromas of cherry, rasp-

berry and spice carry to the light, zesty palate. This 
shows quiet concentration of fruit, with mildly 
gritty tannins and slightly sharp acidity framing it 
all. Artisan Wines, Inc. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

86 Torre Zambra 2018 Colle Maggio (Montep-
ulciano d’Abruzzo). This medium-bodied 

red offers easy fruit and sweet spice tones of cherry 
pie and blackberry buckle dusted with allspice and 
cardamom. The baking spice tones rise up on the 
finish, masking the tasty fruit beneath, but it still 
holds bright acidity and soft tannins in balance to 
make it an enjoyable sip. Tri-Vin Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

85 Cantina Frentana 2017 Rubesto Riserva 
(Montepulciano d’Abruzzo). A whack of 

bacon fat and coffee aromas covers the nose. More 
oak tones arise on the medium-bodied palate, cov-
ering up the fruit beneath. There’s still balance to 
be enjoyed thanks to grippy tannins and lifted acid-
ity. Tricana Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

85 Nevio 2018 Estate Gown and Bottled (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). The nose is driven 

by aromas of allspice and clove, with raw wood 
and brown sugar riding in the background. The 
medium-bodied palate is dense in dark berry flavor, 
with jarring acidity lifting it up. While there’s some 
smoothness to the tannins, everything doesn’t seem 
to jell together. Palm Bay International. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

84 Jasci 2018 Domino Riserva Biologico (Mon-
tepulciano d’Abruzzo). Intense aromas of 

menthol, medicinal herbs and licorice meld with a 
dense cherry cough drop core. The medium-bodied 
palate shows more candied, medicinal flavors, with 
grippy tannins and bright acidity framing it all. 
Massanois Imports. —A.P. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

83 Barba 2018 Vignafranca (Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo). Dense aromas of cherry jam, 

hoisin sauce and bouillon make for an odd entry 
on the nose. There’s thickness to the fruit on the 

medium-bodied palate, with an astringent edge to 
the tannins. Total Wine & More. —A.P. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

OTHER RED WINES

89 Talamonti 2018 Kudos (Colline Pescaresi). 
Loads of baking spice aromas drive the 

nose—vanilla, allspice, clove—with a rich dark-
berry jam core. This blend of Montepulciano and 
Merlot is rounded and full in feel on the palate, 
filled out by juicy dark cherry and plum fruit speck-
led with lots of warm spices. The soft tannins and 
bright acidity mesh well to create a pleasantly oak-
forward, full-bodied red. Panebianco. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

86 Barone Cornacchia 2017 Colle Cupo Biologico 
(Controguerra). The bright, bouncy nose 

shows easy mixed berry aromas. The palate is light 
in feel, driven by explosive acidity and juicy red ber-
ries. The tannins add a bit of grit to the lean, mean 
texture. Kysela Père et Fils. —A.P. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

SICILY
ETNA BIANCO

93 Barone di Villagrande 2019 Bianco (Etna). 
Crisp, dry and savory, this fantastic white 

grown on the slopes of the tallest volcano in the 
Mediterranean hits all the right buttons. It opens 
with delicate scents recalling pressed Spanish 
broom, graphite, wild herbs and stone fruit. Taking 
up where the nose left off, the linear, elegant pal-
ate features ripe yellow pear, wild fennel, lemon 
drop candy and saline set against bright acidity that 
gives it a juicy, tangy finish. Drink now, or hold until 
2025 for even more complexity. Omniwines Distri-
bution. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

93 Barone di Villagrande 2018 Contrada Villa-
grande Bianco (Etna). Elegant and radiant, 

this lovely white has enticing scents of camphor, 
citrus, hazelnut and a whiff of wet slate. Dry, linear 
and savory, the palate features Bartlett pear, peach 
and unsweetened lemon drop candy alongside crisp 
acidity. A saline mineral note lingers on the close. 
Drink now, or hold until 2025 for even more com-
plexity. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

93 Terra Costantino 2019 de Aetna Bianco 
(Etna). A blend of 80% Carricante, 15% 

Catarratto and 5% Minnella, all organically grown, 
this radiant white has a lovely, delicate nose recall-
ing yellow spring wildflowers, white stone fruit 
and Mediterranean scrub. On the linear, medium-
bodied palate, vibrant acidity lifts lemon zest, ripe 
Bartlett pear and fennel before closing on a saline 
note. It shows great mineral tension and energy. 
Enjoy now or hold for even more complexity. Drink 

through 2029. Banville Wine Merchants. Cellar 
Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

93 Torre Mora 2020 Scalunera Bianco (Etna). 
Made with organically farmed Carricante 

grapes grown in terraced vineyards on the slopes 
of the volcano, this delicately scented white offers 
enticing aromas recalling Spanish broom, white 
stone fruit and Mediterranean herbs. On the radi-
ant, savory, tangy palate, vibrant acidity accompa-
nies yellow pear, Meyer lemon and saline. 8 Vini, 
Inc. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

92 Carranco 2019 Villa dei Baroni Bianco (Etna). 
Delicate scents of white spring flowers, cit-

rus and white stone fruit shape the alluring nose. 
On the tangy, delicious palate, savory saline and 
vibrant acidity accompany ripe pear, yellow apple, 
grapefruit and lemon drop candy. Ethica Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

92 Generazione Alessandro 2019 Trainara 
Bianco (Etna). Chamomile, hazelnut and 

smoky aromas form the nose along with citrus 
notes. Linear and elegantly structured, the vibrant 
palate offers Meyer lemon, yellow apple and savory 
saline alongside crisp acidity. Panebianco. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Girolamo Russo 2019 San Lorenzo Bianco 
(Etna). Tangy and elegant, this poised white 

has aromas of toasted nuts, Spanish broom and a 
whiff of wild herbs. Racy and linear, the focused pal-
ate delivers yellow apple, Meyer lemon and white 
pepper while saline mineral notes add to the ten-
sion. Drink through 2024. Oliver McCrum Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $70 

92 Terrazze dell’Etna 2018 Cinneri Bianco 
(Etna). Enticing, delicate scents of Medi-

terranean scrub, slate, wild herbs and stone fruit 
emerge from the glass. It’s linear and medium-bod-
ied, featuring yellow pear, Meyer lemon, wild fennel 
and saline alongside racy acidity that gives it com-
pelling tension. Drink now, or hold until 2024 for 
even more complexity. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Theresa Eccher 2018 Alizée Bianco (Etna). 
Citrus, smoke and orchard fruit aromas 

lead the way on this linear blend of 70% Carricante 
and 30% Catarratto. Dry and racy, the savory pal-
ate has tension and finesse, delivering peach, Meyer 
lemon and flinty mineral alongside energizing acid-
ity. Ready now, it also shows good midterm aging 
potential. Drink through 2025. Eleven Wine Group. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

91 Al-Cantàra 2019 Luci Luci Bianco (Etna). Aro-
mas suggesting hazelnut, beeswax and honey 

follow through to the dry, savory palate along with 
ripe apricot and Meyer lemon. Saline notes linger 
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on the crisp finish. More than an aperitivo, this is to 
accompany first courses and fish dishes. Total Wine 
& More. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

91 Palmento Costanzo 2019 di Sei Bianco (Etna). 
Made with 90% Carricante and 10% Catar-

ratto, this opens with delicate scents of beeswax, 
yellow spring flowers and hazelnut. The focused, 
vibrant palate presents ripe yellow apple, Meyer 
lemon and saline before a honeyed almond finish. 
Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

91 Tenuta di Fessina 2019 Erse Bianco (Etna). 
Aromas of ripe yellow apple, toasted hazelnut 

and Mediterranean brush form the nose. Linear and 
vibrant, the racy palate features ripe white stone 
fruit, bitter almond and orange zest alongside notes 
recalling olive brine. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Benanti 2019 Superiore Contrada Rinazzo 
Bianco (Etna). Dry and racy, this focused 

white has aromas of citrus, Spanish broom, wet 
stone and hazelnut. Poised and boasting mineral 
tension, the vibrant palate shows lemon zest and 
golden apple before wrapping up on a saline note. 
Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

90 Firriato 2020 Le Sabbie dell’Etna Bianco 
(Etna). Made with 80% Carricante and 

20% Catarratto, this focused white has delicate, 
enticing aromas of white spring flowers and ripe 
white stone fruit. Tangy and linear, the savory pal-
ate features ripe pear, apple and white grapefruit 
before a saline mineral finish. Vibrant acidity gives 
it a crisp finish. Soilair Selection. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Gambino 2019 Tifeo Bianco (Etna). Made 
with 70% Carricante and 30% Catarratto, 

this bone-dry, racy white is all about energy. With 
almost knife-like precision, the lean, radiant palate 
offers yellow pear, Meyer lemon and saline mineral 
notes alongside vibrant acidity. It’s rather austere 
and isn’t your usual white, but fans of this tense, 
focused style will love it. Drink through 2024. Total 
Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

90 Tascante 2020 Buonora Bianco (Etna). For 
full review see page 20. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Tenute Bosco 2019 Piano dei Daini Bianco 
(Etna). A blend of organically farmed grapes 

composed of 90% Carricante and 10% Catarratto, 
Grecanico, Minella and Inzolia, this has delicate but 
enticing aromas of white spring flowers, botanical 
herbs and citrus. The radiant, tangy, mineral-driven 
palate is lean but elegant, suggesting Meyer lemon, 
saline and yellow apple accompanied by racy acid-
ity. Chicago Wine Merchant. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

90 Valenti 2017 Contrada Santo Spirito IV 
Bianco (Etna). Mediterranean scrub, ripe 

stone fruit and balsamic aromas form the nose. Lin-
ear and savory, the palate features ripe yellow apple, 
white grapefruit and saline mineral notes before 
finishing on a hint of hazelnut. Vino Veritas. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

89 Antichi Vinai 1877 2020 Petralava Bianco 
(Etna). Made with Carricante and Catar-

ratto, this has delicate aromas of white spring 
flowers, Mediterranean herbs and citrus. Tangy 
and refreshing, the dry, linear palate offers Meyer 
lemon, ripe yellow pear and saline before closing on 
a hint of almond. Crisp acidity keeps it lively. Siena 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Murgo 2018 Tenuta San Michele Bianco 
(Etna). Racy and linear, this delicately 

scented wine offers suggestions of white spring 
flowers, white stone fruit and Mediterranean brush. 
Made with 60% Carricante, 30% Catarratto and 
10% other grapes, the vibrant palate features Meyer 
lemon, yellow apple and saline notes alongside crisp 
acidity before closing on a hint of bitter almond. 
North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

88 Benanti 2019 Contrada Cavaliere Bianco 
(Etna). Lean and racy, this has a subtle 

nose suggesting hazelnut, chamomile and citrus. 
On the crisp, linear palate, brisk acidity accompa-
nies Meyer lemon and a hint of yellow apple skin 
before finishing on a tangy, saline note. Tradizione 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $55 

88 Cantine Russo 2019 Contrada Crasà Bianco 
(Etna). The shy nose eventually reveals 

suggestions of brine and citrus. On the light-bod-
ied palate, crisp acidity accompanies Meyer lemon, 
saline and a hint of bitter nut. Catham Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

88 Cantine Russo 2018 Rampante Contrada 
Crasà Bianco (Etna). This deeply hued 

white has a shy nose that eventually reveals whiffs 
of chamomile, hazelnut and yellow stone fruit. On 
the tangy palate, bright acidity accompanies notes 
of yellow peach, citrus and saline. Empire Mer-
chants. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $26 

88 Donnafugata 2018 Sul Vulcano Bianco 
(Etna). Subdued aromas suggesting toasted 

nuts and yellow apple skin form the subtle nose. 
The aromas follow on the lean, crisp palate along 
with hints of Meyer lemon and saline. Folio Fine 
Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $35 

88 Murgo 2020 Bianco (Etna). A blend of 70% 
Carricante and 30 % Catarratto, this has 

aromas of honeysuckle and banana. The tangy, 
light-bodied palate offers pineapple, Meyer lemon 

and pear alongside crisp acidity. It closes on an 
almost salty note. North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

88 Tenuta di Fessina 2017 Il Musmeci Bianco 
(Etna). Fermented in French oak, this has 

aromas of toasted nuts and ripe yellow apple. The 
aromas carry over to the lean, tangy palate along 
with Meyer lemon, saline and the barest hint of but-
terscotch. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $81 

87 Emilio Sciacca 2019 Biancopiglio Bianco 
(Etna). Made mainly with Carricante, 

Catarratto and Grecanico Dorato, this orange wine 
has aromas suggesting orange peel and walnut. The 
aromas follow over to the lean, rather bitter palate 
along with brisk acidity before closing on a salty 
note. —K.O. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $NA 

87 Monteleone 2019 Anthemis Bianco (Etna). 
Aromas of French oak and citrus lead the 

nose. Reflecting the aromas, the lean, brisk palate 
offers Meyer lemon, toasted hazelnut and saline 
alongside crisp acidity. Golden Ram Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $45 

87 Patria 2020 Bianco (Etna). Scents of ripe 
white stone fruit and citrus form the subtle 

nose. Reflecting the aromas, the light-bodied palate 
suggests lemon, yellow apple and the barest hint 
of saline alongside bright acidity. Davigna Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Sciàre dell’Alba 2019 Bianco (Etna). Aromas 
of toasted hazelnut and yellow apple follow 

over to the rather lean palate along with hints of 
lemon and saline. Brisk acidity keeps it crisp. Dio-
nysos Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

87 Scilio 2019 1815 Bianco (Etna). Aromas of 
iodine, dried Mediterranean herbs and hints 

of hazelnut form the subdued nose. Reflecting the 
nose, the lean palate offers brine and Meyer lemon 
alongside tangy acidity. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $50 

OTHER WHITE WINES

95 Planeta 2019 Passito di Noto. Enticing aro-
mas of dried apricot and baking spice carry 

over to the smooth, savory palate along with lemon 
drop candy, ginger and fennel. Fresh acidity bright-
ens the rich flavors. Absolutely delicious. Taub 
Family Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $49/500 ml 

91 Planeta 2020 Allemanda Moscato (Sicilia). 
Aromas of white rose, ripe apricot and white 

grapefruit carry over to the savory palate alongside 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  115

bright acidity. Tangy mineral notes linger on the 
close. Taub Family Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 Planeta 2020 La Segreta Grillo (Sicilia). For 
full review see page 16. Editors’ Choice. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

90 Santa Maria La Nave 2017 Millesulmare Gre-
canico (Sicilia). Aromas suggesting petrol, 

dried botanical herbs and mature citrus rind form 
the nose. Linear and focused, the bone-dry palate 
offers dried apricot and Meyer lemon before closing 
on tangy, saline notes. Fans of mineral-driven wines 
with tension will be won over, but those who prefer 
fruit-forward wines may not appreciate this style. 
Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $62 

ETNA ROSATO

94 Terra Costantino 2020 de Aetna Rosato 
(Etna). Showing its Etna pedigree, this dry, 

delicious rosato opens with aromas of scorched 
soil, Mediterranean brush, ash and small red ber-
ries. The bright, savory palate features strawberry, 
pomegranate, wild herbs and orange zest alongside 
bright, tangy acidity. It closes on a saline note. So 
far, this is the best rosato I’ve had from Etna. Ban-
ville Wine Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

93 Barone di Villagrande 2020 Rosato (Etna). 
Always one of the best rosatos from the 

slopes of Mount Etna, this dry, delicious wine has 
delicate aromas of woodland berries, camphor, 
Mediterranean scrub and peach. The savory, revi-
talizing palate doles out juicy red cherry, pomegran-
ate, orange zest and wild fennel before closing on 
tangy, saline notes. Crisp acidity keeps it racy and 
tense. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

92 Tenute Bosco 2019 Piano dei Daini Rosato 
(Etna). This bright rosato offers inviting 

aromas of orchard fruit, jasmine and Mediterra-
nean brush. Made from old organically grown Ner-
ello Mascalese vines—most of them ungrafted—the 
juicy, fresh palate offers pink grapefruit and red 
cherry alongside tangy acidity. Flinty notes linger 
on the finish. Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $40 

92 Torre Mora 2020 Scalunera Rosato (Etna). 
White stone fruit, wild berry and violet aro-

mas mingle with a whiff of eucalyptus. The tangy 
palate of this wine, made with organically farmed 
Nerello Mascalese, offers white peach, sour cherry 
and star anise alongside vibrant acidity. It closes on 
a saline note. 8 Vini, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $28 

91 Irene Badalà 2019 Santo Spirito Rosato 
(Etna). Aromas of white orchard fruit, Medi-

terranean scrub and red-skinned berries emerge 
from the glass. The juicy palate offers raspberry, 

lemon zest and star anise alongside bright acidity. 
Singular Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

90 Fattorie Romeo del Castello 2019 Vigorosa 
Rosato (Etna). Made with Nerello Masca-

lese and 10% Nerello Cappuccio, this racy rosato 
offers delicate aromas of wild berries, eucalyptus 
and citrus. It’s invigorating and tangy, featuring 
raspberry compote, blood orange, wild fennel and 
saline flavors framed in crisp acidity. Louis/Dress-
ner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $28 

90 Murgo 2019 Rosato (Etna). Tangy and 
bright, this delightful rosato, made with 

native grape Nerello Mascalese, has floral, berry and 
wild herb aromas. The dry, savory palate offers juicy 
strawberry, sour cherry, fennel and saline alongside 
vibrant acidity. North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $18 

90 Scilio 2019 Valle Galfina Rosato (Etna). 
Made with organically grown Nerello Mas-

calese, this rosato has earthy, alluring aromas of 
Mediterranean brush, warm hay, truffle, camphor 
and wild berries. It’s tangy, racy and savory, offering 
pomegranate, blood orange, wild fennel and saline 
alongside crisp acidity. Deutsch Family Wine and 
Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Terrazze dell’Etna 2019 Rosato (Etna). Aro-
mas of wild herbs, forest berries and euca-

lyptus form the inviting nose. The dry, tangy, savory 
palate shows strawberry compote, blood orange, 
white pepper and saline alongside crisp acidity. 
Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Theresa Eccher 2019 Ariel Rosato (Etna). 
This opens with aromas of pomegranate, 

underbrush and cooking spice. The crisp palate 
offers red cherry, white peach and cinnamon along-
side firm acidity. Eleven Wine Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $27 

88 Cottanera 2020 Rosato (Etna). Aromas of 
banana and tropical fruit take center stage 

and carry over to the light-bodied, vibrant palate 
along with brisk acidity. It closes on a saline note. 
Indigenous Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

86 Benanti 2020 Rosato (Etna). This light-
bodied rosato has a shy nose that doesn’t 

give much away. Lean and racy, the palate suggests 
unripe cherry, citrus and saline set against brisk 
acidity. Tradizione Imports.—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

84 Sciàre dell’Alba 2019 Rosato (Etna). The 
extremely shy nose doesn’t give much away. 

The palate is also lean and unexpressive, offer-
ing the barest hints of citrus and saline alongside 

brisk acidity before an abrupt, dusty close. Dionysos 
Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

SPARKLING WINES

95 Planeta 2018 Brut Metodo Classico Carri-
cante (Sicilia). For full review see page 5. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

93 Benanti 2017 Metodo Classico Lamorèmio 
Brut (Etna). Enticing scents recalling wild 

red berries, eucalyptus, field flowers and a whiff 
of pastry dough shape the nose. Tangy and dry, the 
savory palate features tart sour cherry, crushed 
strawberry, orange zest and paper before a saline 
close. Fresh acidity and refined bubbles provide 
the backdrop. Tradizione Imports. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

93 Gambino 2014 Metodo Classico Brut (Etna). 
What a stunner! Made with Nerello Mas-

calese, this gorgeous sparkler boasts aromas of 
chamomile, Spanish broom, crushed stone and 
Meyer lemon while the dry, elegant palate features 
apricot, citrus and saline mineral notes. It features 
crisp acidity and great tension alongside a refined, 
persistent perlage. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

92 Murgo 2018 Brut Metodo Classico (Terre Sicil-
iane). Crisp and savory, this dry sparkler 

has aromas of chamomile, bread dough, Mediter-
ranean scrub and citrus. Tangy and elegantly spar-
kling, the racy palate delivers energy and tension, 
featuring Meyer lemon, yellow apple, white pepper 
and saline mineral notes framed with vibrant acid-
ity. North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Murgo 2018 Brut Rosé Metodo Classico (Terre 
Siciliane). Red berry, bread crust and Medi-

terranean herb aromas come to the forefront on 
this tangy, savory sparkler. On the crisp, dry palate, 
vibrant acidity and a continuous perlage accompany 
sour cherry, strawberry compote, citrus and saline 
before a star anise finish. North Berkeley Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Pàlici 2014 Metodo Classico (Etna). Dry 
and delicate, this has light scents recall-

ing Spanish broom, white stone fruit and the bar-
est whiff of bread dough. Linear, tangy and racy, 
the elegantly sparkling palate features ripe Bartlett 
pear, nectarine, unsweetened lemon drop candy and 
saline before a nutty close. Crisp acidity keeps it 
energized. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $NA 

89 Al-Cantàra 2016 Re Befè Spumante Extra 
Brut (Etna). Aromas of chamomile, orange 

zest and walnut are front and center. The aromas 
carry over to the tangy palate along with hints of 
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yellow apple skin, lemon drop candy and saline. 
Bright acidity keeps it crisp. Total Wine & More. 
—K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Benanti 2017 Brut Metodo Classico Noblesse 
(Terre Siciliane). Made with Carricante, this 

has a shy nose that eventually reveals aromas of 
hazelnut and ripe yellow apple. The aromas follow 
over to the reserved, dry palate alongside a continu-
ous perlage. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $40 

ETNA ROSSO

97 Graci 2018 Arcuria Rosso (Etna). Radiant 
and fragrant, this beautiful wine opens with 

mesmerizing aromas of rose petal, perfumed ber-
ries, Mediterranean scrub and graphite. All about 
energy and finesse, the delicious, focused palate 
features raspberry compote, blood orange, star 
anise and tangy mineral. Polished tannins provide 
lithe, elegant support while bright acidity keeps 
it well-balanced. Drink through 2028. Massanois 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $41 

95 Benanti 2015 Rovitello Alberello Centena-
rio Particella No. 341 Riserva Rosso (Etna). 

Underbrush, camphor and cedar aromas mingle 
with wild berries and purple wildflowers. Made 
with ungrafted vines over a hundred years old, 
it’s elegantly structured, featuring ripe red cherry, 
raspberry compote, licorice and crushed mint offset 
by an energizing mineral vein suggesting iron. Taut, 
refined tannins and bright acidity keep it balanced. 
Drink through 2027. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

95 Graci 2016 Arcuria Sopra Il Pozzo Rosso 
(Etna). Star anise, camphor, tilled soil and 

leather aromas mingle with whiffs of violet on this 
fragrant, stunning red, made entirely with Nerello 
Mascalese. The elegantly structured palate shows 
youthful tension, offering licorice and white pepper 
notes that accent a red cherry core. Blood orange 
and rusty iron linger on the close while taut, refined 
tannins and racy acidity keep it balanced. Drink 
2022–2030. Massanois Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $145 

94 Benanti 2019 Contrada Dafara Galluzzo 
Rosso (Etna). Camphor, red berry, Medi-

terranean spice and wild rose aromas are front and 
center on this fragrant red. Linear, tangy and ele-
gantly structured, the vibrant palate features wood-
land strawberry, orange zest, wild fennel and saline 
alongside lithe, polished tannins and bright acidity. 
Drink through 2029. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

94 Davide Fregonese 2016 Bugia Nen Riserva 
Rosso (Etna). Elegant and loaded with min-

eral tension, this opens with aromas of woodland 
berries, underbrush, camphor and spice. On the 
polished, savory palate, lithe tannins accompany 

juicy blackberry, raspberry, white pepper and flinty 
mineral. Fresh acidity keeps it balanced. Drink 
through 2026. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

94 Fattorie Romeo del Castello 2018 Allegra-
core Rosso (Etna). Lithe and loaded with 

finesse, this fragrant red has aromas of camphor, 
wild strawberry, pressed rose and a potpourri of 
spices. The savory, elegantly structured palate fea-
tures ripe Marasca cherry, strawberry compote, 
licorice and iron mineral notes alongside polished 
tannins. It has bright acidity and great tension that 
along with the energizing mineral notes keep it full 
of life. Louis/Dressner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

94 Graci 2018 Rosso (Etna). Wild rose, per-
fumed berries, Mediterranean brush and 

graphite are just some of the aromas you’ll find on 
this elegant, fragrant red. Radiant and loaded with 
finesse and mineral tension, the elegant palate 
delivers juicy strawberry, red cherry, star anise and 
wild herbs framed by taut, refined tannins. Saline 
notes and racy acidity keep it energized. Drink 
through 2030. Massanois Imports. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

93 Al-Cantàra 2016 Un Bellissimo Novembre 
Rosso (Etna). Aromas of camphor, wild 

herbs, red berries and whiffs of smoky flint escape 
the glass. Reflecting the nose, the radiant, linear and 
elegantly structured palate features juicy raspberry, 
blood orange and star anise before finishing on a 
tangy mineral note. Taut, fine-grained tannins and 
bright acidity provide lithe support. Drink through 
2026. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

93 Benanti 2019 Contrada Monte Serra Rosso 
(Etna). Tight, focused and racy, this linear 

red has aromas suggesting pressed rose, mountain 
hay, wild herbs and camphor. The vibrant, youth-
fully austere palate shows great tension thanks to 
flinty mineral and oyster shell notes that accom-
pany pomegranate, blood orange and Mediterra-
nean herbs. Drink 2024–2034. Tradizione Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

93 Girolamo Russo 2018 Feudo Rosso (Etna). 
Aromas suggesting wild berries, spice and 

Mediterranean scrub come to the forefront on this 
fragrant red. Savory and vibrant, the palate features 
juicy Morello cherry, raspberry and baking spice 
set against a backbone of firm acidity. Fine-grained 
tannins offer lithe support while a tangy mineral 
note suggesting oyster shell signals the close. Drink 
2023–2028. Grand Cru Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $68 

93 Girolamo Russo 2018 San Lorenzo Rosso 
(Etna). Aromas of red berries, Mediterra-

nean scrub, damp earth and floral notes waft out of 
the glass. Elegant to the point of being ethereal, the 
vibrant, tangy palate offers juicy wild cherry, blood 

orange, spice and saline alongside lithe tannins. 
Bright acidity keeps it balanced. Drink through 
2026. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

93 Tenute Bosco 2018 Piano dei Daini Rosso 
(Etna). Smooth and sleek, this luminous, 

lovely red has aromas of red forest berries, dark 
spice and mountain hay. It’s savory, focused and 
loaded with finesse, delivering ripe red cherry, wild 
strawberry, Mediterranean herbs and saline along-
side polished tannins. Bright acidity keeps it bal-
anced and vibrant. Drink through 2026. Chicago 
Wine Merchant. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

93 Theresa Eccher 2018 Passione Rosso (Etna). 
Made with 85% Nerello Mascalese and 15% 

Nerello Cappuccio cultivated 2,625 feet above sea 
level, this linear red has aromas of spice, wild rose, 
red berries and Mediterranean scrub. Linear and 
elegantly structured, the racy palate features suc-
culent Morello cherry, blood orange, star anise and 
mineral notes evoking flint and rusty iron. Thanks 
to the tangy mineral notes combined with taut 
tannins and vibrant acidity, it has wonderful ten-
sion and energy. Drink through 2026. Eleven Wine 
Group. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $23 

92 Biondi 2018 Cisterna Fuori Rosso (Etna). 
Fragrant and all about finesse, this opens 

with enticing scents of eucalyptus, rose and Medi-
terranean brush. On the taut, racy palate, bright 
acidity and refined tannins accompany pomegran-
ate, blood orange and star anise. A tangy mineral 
note reminiscent of oyster shell lingers on the close. 
Drink 2022–2028. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

92 Cantine Russo 2015 Contrada Crasà Rosso 
(Etna). Blue flowers, ripe berries, camphor 

and hints of French oak form the enticing nose. 
Smooth and medium-bodied, the elegant palate 
features dried cherry, raspberry compote, vanilla 
and tangy mineral notes alongside polished tannins. 
Catham Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

92 Donnafugata 2018 Fragore Contrada Monte-
laguardia Rosso (Etna). Aromas of camphor, 

coconut and spice mingle together in the glass. On 
the taut palate, tightly wound, close-grained tan-
nins accompany licorice, sour cherry, sage and 
roasted coffee bean alongside a backbone of firm 
acidity. Folio Fine Wine Partners. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $93 

92 Girolamo Russo 2018 ’a Rina Rosso (Etna). 
Red berry, blue flower and camphor aromas 

form the nose along with a hint of baking spice. 
Linear and savory, the vibrant palate offers juicy 
Morello cherry, blood orange and star anise along-
side bright acidity and lithe tannins. A mineral note 
suggesting rusty iron lingers on the close. Grand Cru 
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 
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92 Irene Badalà 2018 Rosso (Etna). Forest 
berry, scorched earth and eucalyptus aro-

mas shape the nose alongside a whiff of mountain 
hay. On the vibrant, linear palate, an acidic back-
bone and lithe tannins support pomegranate, sour 
cherry and star anise alongside a mineral vein of 
iron. Drink through 2026. Singular Selections. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $70 

92 Tenuta di Fessina 2018 Erse Rosso (Etna). 
Aromas of brimstone, Mediterranean scrub, 

blue flowers and eucalyptus form the inviting nose 
along with a whiff of wild fennel. The racy, linear 
palate is almost ethereally elegant, offering tart red 
cherry, blood orange, olive brine and ground clove 
alongside vibrant acidity and lithe, dusty tannins. 
It’s still youthfully nervous so give it another year 
or two to come together, then enjoy. Drink 2023–
2028. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 Tenuta di Fessina 2017 Erse Moscamento 
Rosso (Etna). Aromas of licorice, new 

leather, scorched earth, wild herbs and cured meat 
waft out of the glass. The linear, savory palate doles 
out strawberry compote, black olive, sea brine and a 
smoky note alongside taut, polished tannins. Vine-
yard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

92 Terra Costantino 2016 Contrada Blandano 
Riserva Rosso (Etna). Aromas of wild ber-

ries, eucalyptus and a whiff of French oak form the 
subtle nose. On the elegant palate, fine-grained 
tannins accompany ripe Morello cherry, rusty iron, 
vanilla and a hint of coffee bean before a drying fin-
ish. Bright acidity keeps it fresh and balanced. Ban-
ville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

92 Theresa Eccher 2015 ER Rosso (Etna). Red 
berry, rose and graphite aromas mingle with 

hints of eucalyptus. Elegantly structured and lin-
ear, the savory palate offers sour cherry, cranberry, 
white pepper and star anise before an almost briny 
mineral note. Drink through 2025. Eleven Wine 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

91 Benanti 2019 Contrada Cavaliere Rosso 
(Etna). Dark spice, dark-skinned berry, euca-

lyptus and cedar aromas lift out of the glass along 
with French oak and coconut. On the linear, austere 
palate, taut, fine-grained tannins accompany dried 
cherry, sage, star anise and raw coffee bean along-
side drying tannins. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Biondi 2018 San Nicolò Rosso (Etna). Racy 
and ethereally elegant, this opens with aro-

mas of pressed rose, hay and wild red berries. The 
linear palate offers strawberry, blood orange and 
mineral notes suggesting saline and rusty iron. Lithe 
tannins and vibrant acidity keep it light on its feet. 
While some may find this almost too ethereal and 

understated, fans of extreme finesse will be hooked. 
Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $60 

91 Contrada Santo Spirito di Passopisciaro 2018 
Animardente Rosso (Etna). Wild berry, 

eucalyptus and Mediterranean scrub aromas form 
the nose on this poised, focused red. Polished and 
svelte, the racy palate offers juicy strawberry, red 
cherry and star anise before a saline close. Lithe, 
fine-grained tannins and vibrant acidity provide 
balance. Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

91 Donnafugata 2017 Fragore Rosso (Etna). Aro-
mas of French oak, roasted coffee bean, spice 

and scorched earth form the nose. Reflecting the 
aromas, the medium-bodied, elegantly structured 
palate suggests red currant, coconut and licorice 
before an espresso finish. Folio Fine Wine Partners. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $85 

91 Gambino 2017 Petto Dragone Rosso (Etna). 
Aromas of scorched earth, coconut and 

toasted nuts mingle with dried violet and ripe 
berries. On the rather concentrated palate, close-
grained tannins accompany fleshy blackberry, 
pomegranate and licorice. Total Wine & More. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

91 Girolamo Russo 2018 Feudo di Mezzo Nerello 
Mascalese (Etna). Star anise, eucalyptus, 

toasted nut and wild berry aromas form the nose. 
Linear and racy, the medium-bodied palate opens 
with red cherry, spice and coffee bean before youth-
fully tight, drying tannins come out on the finish. 
Drink after 2023. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

91 MandraRossa 2016 Sentiero delle Gerle Rosso 
(Etna). Underbrush, new leather, rose and 

camphor aromas mingle with whiffs of game on 
this elegant, earthy red. On the smoothly polished, 
savory palate, pliant tannins accompany ripe Mar-
asca cherry, licorice and a hint of mocha alongside 
tangy acidity. Drink through 2026. Palm Bay Inter-
national. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $34 

91 Terra Costantino 2019 de Aetna Rosso (Etna). 
Lithe and fragrant, this linear red has aro-

mas of crushed herbs, juicy woodland berries and 
whiffs of scorched earth. The savory, vibrant palate 
features crushed raspberry, orange zest, cocoa and 
saline alongside polished tannins. Drink through 
2023. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

91 Tornatore 2017 Trimarchisa Rosso (Etna). For 
full review see page 17. 

abv: 15% Price: $85 

91 Torre Mora 2018 Scalunera Rosso (Etna). 
Made with 97% Nerello Mascalese and 3% 

Nerello Cappuccio, this vibrant red has delicate, 

alluring aromas of woodland berries, underbrush, 
Mediterranean scrub and whiffs of sea breeze. The 
lithe, focused palate suggests red cherry, blood 
orange and star anise alongside fine-grained tan-
nins before closing on a hint of hazelnut. 8 Vini, 
Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

90 Al-Cantàra 2018 O’Scuro O’Scuro Rosso 
(Etna). Lithe and linear, this opens with 

aromas of hay, pressed rose, wild herbs and red 
berries. Polished and medium-bodied, the fresh, 
slender palate offers strawberry, blood orange and 
a hint of wild herbs alongside pliant tannins. Drink 
through 2023. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

90 Barone di Villagrande 2018 Rosso (Etna). 
Lightly scented, this offers subtle aromas 

suggesting Mediterranean brush, camphor and blue 
flower. Smooth and linear, the ethereal palate offers 
red currant, white pepper and saline alongside fine-
grained tannins that leave a rather drying finish. 
Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

90 Benanti 2015 Rosso della Contessa Parti-
cella 587 (Etna). Made with 90% Nerello 

Mascalese and 10% Nerello Cappuccio, this has 
aromas of scorched earth, wild rose and camphor. 
Lean and linear, the palate shows blood orange, 
licorice, toasted hazelnut and saline alongside taut, 
grainy tannins. Drink sooner rather than later. Tra-
dizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $100 

90 Monteleone 2019 Qubba Rosso (Etna). Aro-
mas of dried botanical herbs, eucalyptus 

and spice lift out of the glass. The taut, linear palate 
offers blood orange, Morello cherry, licorice and cof-
fee bean alongside close-grained tannins that grip 
the close. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $45 

90 Palmento Costanzo 2017 Nero di Sei Rosso 
(Etna). A blend of 80% Nerello Masca-

lese and 20% Nerello Cappuccio, this opens with 
aromas of French oak, wild mint and flint. Reflect-
ing the nose and the hot vintage, the linear palate 
features dried cherry, blood orange, toasted nuts 
and star anise before a tangy, saline close. Tightly 
wound, fine-grained tannins provide lithe support. 
Artisanal Cellars. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

90 Tenuta di Fessina 2019 Erse Rosso (Etna). 
Subtle aromas suggesting scorched earth, 

hazelnut and hay form the nose along with a whiff 
of eucalyptus. The lithe, bone-dry palate offers 
mineral-driven restraint, showing flinty mineral, 
toasted almond, pomegranate and a hint of citrus. 
Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

89 Al-Cantàra 2018 Lu Veru Piaciri Rosso (Etna). 
Scorched earth, underbrush and camphor 

aromas form the nose. On the linear, easygoing 
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palate, polished tannins lightly support pomegran-
ate and hazelnut before a rusty iron close. Drink 
through 2023. Total Wine & More. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

89 Cantine Valenti 2016 Norma Rosso (Etna). 
Light aromas suggesting wild red berries, 

pressed rose and wet stone form the delicate nose 
on this polished red. The restrained palate shows an 
understated, ethereal elegance, with flavors of juicy 
red cherry, strawberry and a hint of star anise that 
sneak up on you on the finish. Lithe tannins provide 
smooth support. Drink through 2023. Vino Veritas. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

89 Cottanera 2019 Diciasettesalme Rosso 
(Etna). Aromas of French oak, toasted nuts 

and spearmint lead the nose. The aromas follow over 
to the linear palate along with coffee bean, licorice, 
salty notes and blood orange before close-grained 
tannins sneak in and dry out the close. Indigenous 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

89 Gambino 2017 Tifeo Rosso (Etna). Aromas 
of French oak and raspberry lead the nose. 

Reflecting the aromas, the medium-bodied pal-
ate offers mature Marasca cherry, vanilla, espresso 
and powdered herbs alongside fine-grained tannins 
that leave a firm, drying finish. Total Wine & More. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Girolamo Russo 2018 Calderara Sottana 
Rosso (Etna). Menthol, spice and rose aro-

mas waft out of the glass. On the rather lean palate, 
vigorous acidity and smooth tannins accompany 
blood orange, pomegranate and white pepper before 
a saline close. Oliver McCrum Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $70 

89 Monteleone 2019 Rosso (Etna). Lithe and 
linear, this has aromas suggesting Mediter-

ranean scrub, French oak, camphor and blue flow-
ers. On the ethereal palate, fine-grained tannins 
accompany ripe Morello cherry, fennel seed and 
saline before a drying close. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

89 Tenuta di Fessina 2015 Il Musmeci Rosso 
(Etna). Aromas of blue flowers, ripe dark-

skinned berries and tobacco emerge from the glass 
along with whiffs of game. The linear, racy palate 
offers spiced blueberry, licorice, blood orange and 
briny black olive alongside grainy, drying tannins 
and vigorous acidity. Give it a few more years to 
fully come together in the glass. Vineyard Brands. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 Antichi Vinai 1877 2020 Pietralavica Rosso 
(Etna). A blend of 85% Nerello Mascalese 

and 15% Nerello Cappuccio, this light-hearted, 
deeply colored rosato offers flavors recalling wild 
berries, Mediterranean scrub and a hint of citrus 

alongside crisp acidity. Saline notes and tang add 
interest. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

88 Cottanera 2016 Zottorinotto Riserva Rosso 
(Etna). Aromas of scorched earth, brim-

stone and French oak form the nose. On the oak-
driven palate, you’ll find licorice, roasted coffee 
bean, vanilla and prune alongside close-grained 
tannins. It closes on a saline note. Indigenous Selec-
tions. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $80 

88 Emilio Sciacca 2019 Rossobrillo Rosso 
(Etna). This opens with aromas of iris, 

violet, scorched earth and Mediterranean scrub. 
Boasting a rustic charm, the lively palate offers ripe 
blackberry, crushed raspberry and rusty nail along-
side vigorous acidity and dusty tannins. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $NA 

88 Monteleone 2019 Rumex Rosso (Etna). 
Scorched earth, sea brine and French oak 

aromas appear in the glass. Tight and austere, the 
vertical palate presents blood orange, licorice, 
roasted coffee bean and powdered sage before an 
oyster shell finish. Grainy tannins leave a drying, 
astringent close. Lyra Wine. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

88 Murgo 2019 Rosso (Etna). Forest berry, 
eucalyptus and wild herb aromas lift out of 

the glass along with whiffs of vineyard dust. Vibrant 
and poised, the racy palate features strawberry, 
sour cherry and tangy mineral notes suggesting wet 
stone. It’s made to be enjoyed young, so drink soon. 
North Berkeley Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

88 Patria 2010 Rosso (Etna). Aromas suggest-
ing smoke, hay, leather and ground clove 

shape the subdued nose. The buffed palate is quite 
evolved but still hanging in there for the moment, 
recalling dried cherry, orange rind and hints of bak-
ing spice alongside dusty tannins. It closes on a dry-
ing, salty note. Drink soon. Davigna Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

88 Santa Maria La Nave 2017 Calmarossa Rosso 
(Etna). Made from grapes of ancient Ner-

ello Mascalese and Nerello Cappuccio vines and 
aged in barrique, tonneau and steel, this has aromas 
of French oak, red plum and graphite. On the firm, 
lean palate, you’ll find suggestions of dried cherry, 
vanilla and coffee bean before astringent tannins 
clench the bracing, mouthdrying finish. It doesn’t 
have enough fruit richness or body to stand up to 
the evident oak. Omniwines Distribution. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $62 

88 Sciàre dell’Alba 2017 Rosso (Etna). Earthy 
aromas of smoke, scorched soil, leather 

and olive brine form the nose. The medium-bodied 
palate offers ripe black-skinned fruit, truffle, blood 
orange and saline alongside fine-grained tannins. 
Drink soon. Dionysos Imports Inc. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $40 

87 Cantine Russo 2014 Rampante Rosso (Etna). 
This has an unusual nose that combines 

aromas suggesting leather, wet wool, camphor and 
citrus rind. The mature, linear palate has lost some 
vibrancy, offering blood orange, rusty nail and hints 
of baking spice alongside loosely knit but dusty tan-
nins that leave a drying finish. Drink now. Catham 
Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

OTHER RED WINES

95 Buscemi 2016 Tartaraci (Terre Siciliane). 
Baking spice, wild herb and black-skinned 

berry aromas lift out of the glass along with whiffs 
of eucalyptus. Elegant, lithe and savory, the pol-
ished palate delivers ripe Marasca cherry, rasp-
berry compote and star anise set against lithe, 
fine-grained tannins. Bright acidity provides bal-
ance while cedar, mint and almost salty mineral 
notes lend depth. Drink through 2031. Massanois 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $36 

93 Franchetti 2018 Red (Terre Siciliane). This 
savory blend of Petit Verdot and Cesanese 

d’Affile cultivated on Mount Etna opens with aro-
mas of cedar, underbrush, spice and black plum. The 
structured palate features blackberry, clove, orange 
zest and tobacco alongside austere but polished 
tannins and vibrant acidity. Drink 2023–2031. T. 
Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Planeta 2018 Eruzione 1614 Nerello Masca-
lese (Sicilia). Delicately fragrant and poised, 

this focused red offers enticing scents suggest-
ing wild rose, red berries, wet stone and a whiff of 
flinty mineral. Hailing from extremely high-altitude 
vineyards, the linear, ethereal palate features tart 
sour cherry, pomegranate, white pepper and saline 
alongside racy acidity. Lithe tannins lend polished 
support. Taub Family Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 

92 Tenuta di Fessina 2018 Laeneo Nerello Cap-
puccio (Sicilia). New leather, camphor, for-

est floor and wild berry aromas race out of the glass 
along with a whiff of toasted nuts on this fragrant 
red. It’s light-bodied and elegantly structured, 
offering tart red cherry, aniseed, saline and blood 
orange alongside pliant tannins and tangy acidity. 
Drink through 2026. Vineyard Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $42 

89 Duca di Salaparuta 2017 Lavico (Terre Sicil-
iane). Aromas of scorched soil, ripe red 

plum and camphor form the nose. The linear palate 
is on the austere side, offering dried cherry, hazel-
nut and hints of culinary spice alongside close-
grained tannins. Drink sooner rather than later to 
catch the remaining fruit richness. Disaronno Inter-
national. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $NA 
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88 Duca di Salaparuta 2018 Nawàri Pinot Nero 
(Terre Siciliane). Graphite and rhubarb 

aromas shape the nose along with whiffs of Medi-
terranean brush. On the rather lean, linear palate, 
taut, drying tannins accompany prune, fig and white 
pepper before a tight, herbaceous close. Disaronno 
International. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $NA 

SARDINIA
WHITE WINES

VERMENTINO DI GALLURA

93 Jankara 2019 Superiore (Vermentino di Gal-
lura). Aromas of white stone fruit, Mediter-

ranean scrub, hazelnut and flint are just some of the 
aromas you’ll find on this impressive white. Show-
ing the serious side of Vermentino and the superi-
ority of the Gallura growing zone, it’s full-bodied, 
fresh and weightless. It delivers ripe apricot, pine-
apple, citrus and notes of honeyed almond before 
an almost salty close. Empson USA Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

93 Surrau 2020 Branu (Vermentino di Gallura). 
This savory, enticing white will transport 

you to the seaside thanks to aromas that recall 
Mediterranean brush, white spring wildflowers, a 
sea breeze and a warm, sandy beach. On the deli-
cious palate, tangy acidity accompanies ripe white 
peach, lemon drop candy and saline. Dalla Terra 
Winery Direct. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

92 Surrau 2018 Sciala Vendemmia Tardiva (Ver-
mentino di Gallura). After a few swirls of the 

glass, this full-bodied white reveals yellow stone 
fruit, fragrant white spring flower, beeswax and 
sea breeze aromas. Rounded and elegant, the pal-
ate has a weightless concentration, featuring ripe 
apricot, Meyer lemon, wild fennel and a honeyed 
almond note before a saline close. Dalla Terra Win-
ery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $37 

91 Pedres 2020 Thilibas Superiore (Vermen-
tino di Gallura). Aromas of honeysuckle and 

tropical fruit almost jump out of the glass. Medium-
bodied and savory, the palate doles out yellow stone 
fruit, juicy grapefruit and pineapple before a saline 
finish. Crisp acidity keeps it tangy and refreshing. 
Bacchanal Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

91 Surrau 2020 Limizzani (Vermentino di Gal-
lura). Fragrant and savory, this lovely white 

hits all the right buttons. It opens with heady aro-
mas of elderflower, peach and Mediterranean scrub 
while the dry, refreshing palate doles out apricot, 
Meyer lemon, tang and saline. Crisp acidity gives 
it a bright, clean finish. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. 
Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

91 Surrau 2015 Metodo Classico Brut (Vermen-
tino di Gallura). This unusual bottle-fer-

mented sparkler from Sardinia opens with aromas 
recalling beeswax, honey, Mediterranean brush and 
candied orange slice. The aromas follow over to the 
palate along with a hint of bread crust and walnut. 
Tangy acidity and an elegant perlage provide the 
backdrop. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. —K.O. 
abv: NA Price: $39 

88 Sella & Mosca 2019 Monteoro Superiore 
(Vermentino di Gallura). Full-bodied and 

rounded, this opens with aromas suggesting ripe 
yellow peach, eucalyptus and a whiff of hazelnut. On 
the enveloping palate, rather fresh acidity lifts ripe 
nectarine, fennel seed, lemon drop candy and bitter 
almond before a saline close. You’ll also notice the 
warmth of evident alcohol on the finish. Taub Fam-
ily Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $22 

VERMENTINO DI SARDEGNA

93 Argiolas 2020 Is Argiolas (Vermentino di Sar-
degna). For full review see page 9. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 Argiolas 2020 Costamolino (Vermentino di 
Sardegna). A fragrance of white spring wild-

flowers, yellow stone fruit and citrus come to the 
forefront. Savory and crisp, the tangy palate offers 
peach, white grapefruit and pineapple before a 
saline close. LLS–Winebow. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $17 

91 Argiolas 2020 Meri (Vermentino di Sarde-
gna). Aromas of jasmine and grapefruit fol-

low over to the dry, racy palate along with yellow 
peach and white currant. Saline mineral and lemon 
drop candy notes linger on the bright, tangy close. 
LLS–Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $22 

91 Mesa 2019 Giunco (Vermentino di Sardegna). 
Smooth, rounded and delicious, this dry, 

tangy white opens with enticing scents of Mediter-
ranean scrub, white stone fruit and a whiff of Span-
ish broom. On the bright, medium-bodied palate, 
fresh acidity accompanies ripe pear, apricot and 
saline before finishing on a note of bitter almond. 
Santa Margherita USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $21 

90 Pala 2019 Stellato (Vermentino di Sarde-
gna). Fermented in steel and left on its lees 

for three months, this fragrant white opens with 
aromas of hawthorn, tropical fruit and Mediterra-
nean brush. Round and full-bodied, the tangy palate 
offers banana, ripe peach and a hint of lemon drop 
candy, Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $34 

89 Bentu Luna 2020 Vermentino di Sardegna. 
Aromas of white spring flowers, tropical 

fruit and citrus are front and center. Fermented and 

aged in concrete vessels and amphorae, the wine 
delivers a linear, vibrant palate offering yellow pear, 
honeydew and lime before a saline finish. Crus & 
Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

89 Binzamanna 2020 Ares (Vermentino di Sar-
degna). Made by keeping the skins in con-

tact with the must for 24 hours, this full-bodied 
white has subtle aromas suggesting yellow stone 
fruit, citrus and crushed Mediterranean herbs. The 
dry palate offers unsweetened lemon drop candy, 
dried apricot, tang and saline before a nutty close. 
Franco Wine Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $21 

89 Cantina Santadi 2020 Cala Silente (Ver-
mentino di Sardegna). Ripe peach, tropical 

fruit and fragrant white spring flower aromas lead 
the nose. Tangy and crisp, the medium-bodied pal-
ate delivers apricot, creamy pear and Meyer lemon 
before a note of bitter almond signals the close. 
Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

89 Mario Bagella 2019 Olieddu (Vermentino 
di Sardegna). Aromas of sunbaked earth, 

chamomile, sea breeze and ripe orchard fruit slowly 
combine in the glass. Rounded and full-bodied, the 
palate recalls ripe white peach, vanilla and a can-
died note alongside tangy acidity. A bitter almond 
note marks the close. Girasole Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $30 

89 Pala 2019 I Fiori (Vermentino di Sardegna). 
This offers aromas of citrus blossom, Medi-

terranean scrub and yellow stone fruit. On the crisp 
palate, vibrant acidity accompanies pineapple, 
banana and apricot. Banville Wine Merchants. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $19 

88 Cantina Santadi 2020 Villa Solais (Vermen-
tino di Sardegna). Aromas of orchard fruit, 

citrus and white spring flowers lift out of the glass. 
Crisp and refreshing, the palate features white 
peach and lemon drop candy before finishing on a 
hint of bitter almond. Empson USA Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

88 Capichera 2019 Lintòri (Vermentino di Sar-
degna). Aromas of beeswax, geranium and 

Mediterranean scrub form the nose. The medium-
bodied palate offers pineapple, apricot and honey 
before closing on a bitter almond note. Vias Imports. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

88 Gabbas 2019 Manzanile (Vermentino di Sar-
degna). This medium-bodied white offers 

aromas of beeswax, Mediterranean scrub and a 
whiff of citrus. The tangy palate offers ripe white 
peach, passion fruit and a hint of grapefruit before a 
bitter almond close. Tellitalia Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 
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88 Mora & Memo 2019 Tino (Vermentino di Sar-
degna). Aromas of Mediterranean scrub, 

fragrant spring flowers and wild herbs lead the 
nose along with whiffs of ripe yellow stone fruit. 
The rich, tangy palate offers ripe apricot and pas-
sion fruit before finishing on a note of lemon drop 
candy. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

88 Sardus Pater 2020 Terre Fenicie (Vermen-
tino di Sardegna). Aromas of elderflower 

and yellow stone fruit lead the way on this tangy 
white. The bright, linear palate offers yellow peach 
and lemon zest before closing on a saline note. Tra-
dizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

87 Cantina Castiadas 2019 Notteri (Vermentino 
di Sardegna). Linear and full-bodied, this 

has aromas of spearmint, cedar, toasted nuts and 
vanilla. The aromas carry over to the full-bodied 
palate along with ripe yellow apple, candied notes, 
honey and a hint of sea brine. Allied Beverage 
Group. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $25 

87 Sella & Mosca 2020 La Cala (Vermentino di 
Sardegna). White stone fruit aromas form 

the nose on this crisp, enjoyable white. The tangy 
palate offers ripe yellow apple, citrus and a hint of 
banana. Taub Family Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

86 Cantine di Dolianova 2020 Vermentino di 
Sardegna. Aromas of banana and white 

spring flowers almost leap out of the glass. The 
banana note carries over to the light-bodied, simple 
palate along with a hint of ripe apricot and tangy 
acidity. Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

86 Sardus Pater 2019 Terre Fenicie (Vermentino 
di Sardegna). This has subdued aromas sug-

gesting mature stone fruit, dried chamomile flower 
and a hint of cedar. On the tangy palate, you’ll find 
suggestions of ripe yellow apple, fennel and saline. 
Drink soon to capture the remaining fruit and fresh-
ness. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

85 Cantina Castiadas 2020 Cala dei Mori Praidis 
(Vermentino di Sardegna). This opens with 

aromas of white peach and tropical fruit. The aro-
mas carry over to the extremely simple palate along 
with ripe banana and a hint of lemon drop candy. 
Allied Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Cantina Castiadas 2020 Praidis (Vermentino 
di Sardegna). Aromas of banana follow over 

to the simple palate along with pineapple, passion 
fruit and candied notes. Tangy acidity accompanies 
the rich flavors. Allied Beverage Group. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

ALGHERO

89 Sella & Mosca 2020 Terre Bianche Torbato 
(Alghero). Aromas of citrus, yellow spring 

flowers and white stone fruit lift out of the glass. 
Reflecting the nose, the crisp, refreshing pal-
ate offers Meyer lemon, white peach and a hint of 
chamomile alongside bright acidity. Taub Family 
Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

87 Sella & Mosca 2019 Terre Bianche Cuvée 161 
Torbato (Alghero). Aromas of spearmint, 

French oak and Mediterranean scrub come together 
in the glass. The linear, light-bodied palate is on 
the lean side in terms of fruit richness, suggesting 
lemon rind, saline and botanical herbs set against 
brisk acidity. Taub Family Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 27% Price: $13 

NURAGUS DI CAGLIARI

91 Argiolas 2020 S’Elegas (Nuragus di Cagliari). 
White spring flowers and yellow stone fruit 

lead the nose on this savory white. On the tangy 
palate, crisp acidity lifts ripe yellow peach, lemon 
drop candy, saline and a hint of cantaloupe. LLS–
Winebow. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $18 

88 Pala 2020 I Fiori (Nuragus di Cagliari). Made 
with native grape Nuragus, this has delicate 

aromas of Mediterranean brush, wild herbs and 
citrus. On the crisp, linear palate, bright acidity 
accompanies lime, white peach and a hint of grape-
fruit. Banville Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $15 

85 Cantine di Dolianova 2020 Nuragus di 
Cagliari. Yellow stone fruit and banana aro-

mas follow over to the light-bodied palate along 
with hints of pineapple and saline. Crisp acidity 
keeps it bright. It’s extremely simple but well-made. 
Saranty Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $13 

ISOLA DEI NURAGHI

94 Capichera 2018 Vermentino (Isola dei 
Nuraghi). Smooth and generous, this 100% 

Vermentino has inviting aromas of white spring 
flowers, stone fruit, cedar and Mediterranean 
brush. Round and full-bodied, the savory, elegantly 
formed palate doles out white peach, ripe yellow 
pear, citrus and white almond. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $47 

92 Capichera 2018 VT Vermentino (Isola dei 
Nuraghi). Aromas suggesting French oak, 

sea breeze and citrus zest shape the subtle nose. 
Full-bodied and enveloping, the rounded palate fea-
tures lemon drop candy, ripe apricot and hazelnut 

alongside a dollop of vanilla and fresh acidity. It 
closes on a saline note. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $69 

89 Mora & Memo 2018 Tino Sur Lie (Isola dei 
Nuraghi). Floral and fresh, this vibrant 

white has delicate aromas of wisteria, white spring 
flowers and white peach. The white peach note car-
ries on to the crisp palate along with tangerine drop 
candy and saline. Made with 80% Vermentino and 
20% Sauvignon, it also has hints of passion fruit. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

89 Sardus Pater 2020 Elat Carignano (Isola dei 
Nuraghi). Made by using white wine vinifi-

cation techniques for Carignano, one of Sardinia’s 
flagship red grapes, this has pretty aromas of white 
spring flowers and Mediterranean brush. On the 
tangy palate, fresh acidity accompanies notes of 
white stone fruit, wild herbs and savory saline. Tra-
dizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $21 

89 Sardus Pater 2020 Lugore Vermentino (Isola 
dei Nuraghi). White spring flower and cit-

rus aromas mingle with a balsamic whiff of cedar. 
Medium-bodied and structured, the linear palate 
features ripe apricot, grapefruit and fennel before a 
bitter almond and saline finish. Tangy acidity keeps 
it fresh. Tradizione Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

88 Agricola Punica 2019 Samas (Isola dei 
Nuraghi). Aromas of sea breeze, Meyer 

lemon, lime and botanical herbs carry over to the 
crisp palate along with a hint of grapefruit. Saline 
and a hint of honeyed nut linger on the tangy close. 
Kobrand. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

OTHER ITALY
LUGANA

94 Tenuta Roveglia 2018 Vigne di Catullo 
Riserva (Lugana). For full review see page 8. 

Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

91 Cà dei Frati 2019 Brolettino (Lugana). Aged in 
large casks, this elegantly structured, savory 

white has alluring aromas of white grapefruit, peach 
and hazelnut. The aromas march over to the palate 
along with notes recalling crunchy gooseberry and 
saline. Ethica Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $25 

90 Tenuta Roveglia 2020 Limne (Lugana). For 
full review see page 20. 

abv: 13% Price: $20 

88 Monte Zovo 2020 Le Civaie (Lugana). The 
floral, fruity nose recalls hawthorn and ripe 

orchard fruit. The tangy palate features honeydew, 
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lemon rind and bitter almond alongside crisp acid-
ity. Monte Zovo USA. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $19 

85 Montresor 2020 Campovalentino (Lugana). 
The subdued nose offers whiffs of spring 

wildflowers and orchard fruit. The extremely simple 
palate is rather diluted, recalling peach pit and bit-
ter almond alongside brisk acidity. Deutsch Family 
Wine and Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

SOAVE CLASSICO

92 Le Battistelle 2019 Roccolo del Durlo (Soave 
Classico). Boasting finesse and flavor, this 

compelling, polished white opens with aromas of 
ripe stone fruit and yeasty, inviting whiffs of bread 
dough. On the smooth, delicious palate, tangy acid-
ity seamlessly accompanies layers of ripe pear, white 
peach and almond before closing on a mineral note 
evoking saline. Harvest Moon Estate Winery. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $25 

92 Prà 2018 Monte Grande (Soave Classico). 
This structured white opens with multifac-

eted, complex aromas suggesting wet slate, hazelnut, 
dried orchard fruit and a whiffs of petrol. Smooth 
and dry, the medium-bodied palate features cedar, 
mature yellow apple, dried pineapple slice and bit-
ter almond alongside fresh acidity. Flinty mineral 
notes linger on the close and add even more depth. 
Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $33 

91 Le Battistelle 2019 Battistelle (Soave Clas-
sico). This lovely, savory white has aromas of 

ripe white stone fruit, botanical herbs and pressed 
chamomile flower. The linear, elegant palate fea-
tures creamy yellow pear, ripe golden apple and 
hints of saline before an almond close. Fresh acidity 
keeps it vibrant and balanced. Harvest Moon Estate 
Winery. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

91 Prà 2020 Otto (Soave Classico). Aromas of 
orchard fruit, citrus blossom and a whiff of 

nut come to the forefront on this fantastic white. 
Creamy and crisp, the savory palate offers ripe 
Bartlett pear, apple and a hint of saline before a 
pleasant, bitter almond close. Tangy acidity keeps 
it bright and balanced. Polaner Selections. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

BARDOLINO CHIARETTO

92 Gorgo 2020 Bardolino Chiaretto. Down-
right delicious, this tangy rosato starts off 

with enticing aromas recalling black locust flower, 
peach and a whiff of acacia honey. The juicy palate 
offers strawberry compote, ripe peach and a hint of 
hazelnut alongside bright acidity. A sheer pleasure 
to drink, one bottle may not be enough. Ideal Wine 
and Spirits. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $15 

92 Villa Calicantus 2019 Classico Chiar’otto 
(Bardolino Chiaretto). Made with grapes 

grown following biodynamic principles and fer-
mented with wild yeasts, this earthy rosato has aro-
mas of sunbaked soil, eucalyptus and ripe berries. 
The dry, savory palate is equally earthy, doling out 
strawberry compote, ripe red cherry, baking spice 
and black olive alongside tangy acidity. It’s loaded 
with personality. Chambers Street Wines. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $25 

90 Le Morette 2020 Classico (Bardolino Chi-
aretto). For full review see page 19. Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 12% Price: $16 

90 Monteci 2020 Bardolino Chiaretto. Entic-
ing scents of beeswax, Spanish broom and 

stone fruit form the delicate, inviting nose on this 
dry rosato. It’s spicy and savory, offering white pep-
per, star anise and hints of saline that accent pome-
granate and white peach. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

89 Il Pignetto 2019 Le Morandine (Bardolino 
Chiaretto). Fun and tangy, this blend of 

red grapes Corvina, Rondinella, Molinara and San-
giovese has delicate aromas suggesting wild herbs, 
warm hay and red berries. It comes to life on the 
palate thanks to juicy sour cherry, blood orange and 
white pepper notes set against bright acidity. Wine-
Makers Import. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $16 

88 Giovanna Tantini 2020 Rosé (Bardolino Chi-
aretto). This delightful rosato has aromas 

of orchard fruit, spring wildflowers and honeydew. 
On the refreshing palate, bright acidity accompanies 
sour cherry, peach pit and a hint of saline. Ethica 
Wines. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $17 

88 Monte del Frà 2020 Bardolino Chiaretto. 
Aromas of fragrant spring flowers and hon-

eydew form the delicate nose. The melon aroma fol-
lows on to the bright, light-bodied palate alongside 
tangerine drop candy and white peach. Vision Wine 
& Spirits. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $16 

87 Santi 2020 Infinito (Bardolino Chiaretto). 
Aromas of honeydew and white peach follow 

on to the light-bodied, tangy palate along with hints 
of cherry drop candy and saline. Bright acidity keeps 
it fresh. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $14 

OTHER ROSATO

89 Cascina Belmonte 2020 Costellazioni Rosé 
(Valtènesi). Fresh and savory, this charm-

ing rosato offers inviting aromas of sun-warmed 
hay, chamomile, blue flowers and berries. On the 
tangy palate, notes of wild fennel and rosemary 

accompany sour cherry and yellow peach. Lyra 
Wine. Best Buy. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $14 

VINO BIANCO D’ITALIA

90 Bentu Luna 2019 Nuragus (Vino Bianco 
d’Italia). Fermented and aged in glass 

demijohns, this unusual white has subtle aromas 
of Mediterranean scrub, citrus and yeasty whiffs 
recalling bread dough. The enveloping palate recalls 
dried apricot, lemon zest, wild herbs and fennel 
seed alongside tangy acidity. It closes on notes of 
black olive and sea brine. Crus & Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $99 

90 Renato Buganza 2019 Coclicò Arneis (Vino 
Bianco d’Italia). Fermented spontaneously 

while on the skins for 12 days, this orange wine has 
unusual but intriguing aromas of citrus, dried apri-
cot, black olive and a potpourri of baking spice. On 
the tangy palate, star anise and flinty mineral notes 
accompany a core of orange zest before a salty, nutty 
finish. This isn’t for everyone, but fans of orange 
wines will hooked. Bon Vivant Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $29 

90 Villa Guelpa 2020 Longitudine 10 Erbaluce 
(Vino Bianco d’Italia). Delicately scented, 

this has enticing aromas recalling beeswax, wild 
herbs and white spring flowers. On the linear, ele-
gant palate, crisp acidity accompanies yellow pear, 
lime and hints of hazelnut and honey before closing 
on a tangy, saline note. T. Edward Wines Ltd. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $NA 

VINO ROSSO D’ITALIA

92 Bentu Luna 2019 Be Luna Cannonau (Vino 
Rosso d’Italia). Balsamic aromas of cam-

phor and cedar mingle with Mediterranean scrub, 
leather and oak-driven spice. The powerfully struc-
tured, concentrated palate features dried cherry, 
blackberry brandy and salty notes framed in close-
grained tannins that clench the finish. Crus & Stills. 
—K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $180 

92 Bentu Luna 2019 Susu Cannonau (Vino 
Rosso d’Italia). This 100% Cannonau has 

ripe black-skinned fruit, garrigue, eucalyptus and 
spice aromas that slowly appear in the glass. On 
the chewy, full-bodied palate, fine-grained tannins 
accompany raspberry jam, baked plum, cinnamon 
and ground clove. A salty note wraps up the firm, 
mouthdrying finish. Crus & Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $99 

90 Bentu Luna 2019 Sobi (Vino Rosso d’Italia). 
A blend of Bovale, Cannonau, Monica and 

other varieties, this has aromas of just pressed 
grapes, scorched earth, violet and Mediterranean 
scrub. Rounded and fleshy, the palate recalls mature 
Marasca cherry, vanilla, black pepper and candied 
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notes before grainy tannins step in and grip the 
close. Crus & Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $59 

88 Bentu Luna 2019 Mandrolisai Mari (Vino 
Rosso d’Italia). Aromas of ripe black-

skinned fruit, oak-driven spice and wild herbs form 
the nose. Brawny and fleshy, the one-dimensional 
palate offers baked plum, vanilla and the heat of 
evident alcohol before a rather brief but extremely 
drying, salty finish. Crus & Stills. —K.O. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $39 

VINO SPUMANTE

91 Cantine Russo 2016 Metodo Classico Blanc de 
Blancs Mon Pit (Vino Spumante). Made with 

80% Carricante and 20% Catarratto grown on 
the slopes of Mount Etna, this elegantly sparkling 
wine has delicate scents of white orchard fruit, wild 
herbs, bread crust and camphor. Creamy and crisp, 
the dry, savory palate features ripe yellow pear, 
Meyer lemon, star anise and slate alongside vibrant 
acidity. It closes on a hint of hazelnut. Catham 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 
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W
hile London Dry gins get most of the 
attention, so-called New Western gins 
have grown quickly in recent years.

What exactly is a New West-
ern gin? It’s not an official designation. Port-
land bar consultant and Aviation gin cofounder 
Ryan Magarian generally is credited with coin-
ing the term to describe any gin 
that plays up botanicals beyond 
juniper. While juniper still is 
required in gin, its trademark 
pine flavor often takes a backseat 
to citrus, star anise and other 
flavorings in New Western-style 
bottlings. Sometimes it’s barely 
discernible at all.

Interestingly, New Western is 
something of a misnomer these 
days. Originally, the phrase was 
intended to contrast gins made in North Amer-
ica against English counterparts. 

But today, nontraditional gins hail from 
all over the world—including points that are 
not necessarily located west of England and 
its gin culture. Consider, for example, excit-
ing new entrants from South Africa, Australia, 

New Zealand, India and Japan. The often-local 
botanicals spotlighted in these bottlings can 
add nuance to drinks. Imagine Australia’s Four 
Pillars Olive Leaf Gin in a Gibson or the delicate 
lemongrass and spice of Jaisalmer Indian Craft 
Gin in a Negroni. 

Also of note: As gin has grown increasingly 
expressive and complex, there 
has been an uptick in gin pro-
ducers releasing multiple bot-
tlings, often focused around 
specific flavors. For example, 
Citadelle’s new Jardin d’Été 
leans on fresh seasonal melon. 
Elsewhere, Mexico’s Bruja de 
Agua has a quartet of expres-
sions (Floral, Herbal, Spiced 
and Citrus); the latter, Citrica, 
is the first to be released in the 

U.S. and features a distinct lime peel note.
Add to the mix the gins that focus on ter-

roir, ranging from sun-baked Arizona spices to 
seaweed- spiked “oceanic gin,” and it’s clear that 
bottle by bottle, New Western gin is expanding 
the definition of what the category can be.

 —Kara Newman

The new wave of New Western-style Gins

While juniper still is 
required in gin, its 
trademark pine  

flavor often takes a 
back seat to citrus, 

star anise and other 
flavorings.

95 Salcombe Gin Rosé Sainte Marie (England; 
Park Street Imports, Miami, FL). The bottle 

is tinted blush pink, but the liquid inside is crys-
tal clear. Grapefruit peel and juniper lead the nose. 
The brisk, citrusy palate offers lemon and grape-
fruit peel, plus fleeting berry sweetness midpalate, 
finishing with a floral exhale. Of note, this gin is 
inspired by rosé, but is not distilled from wine nor 
does it contain rosé wine. Martini-worthy. 
abv: 41.4%  Price: $40

94 Listoke 1777 Irish Gin (Ireland; Preiss Imports, 
Ramona, CA). Comforting gingerbread-like 

aromas channel allspice, anise and a hint of molas-
ses. The palate is a bit brighter, opening with lemon 
verbena and pine forest leading to hints of anise, 
sandalwood and shortbread cookie on the warming 
exhale. 
abv: 43.3%  Price: $39 

94 Rétha Oceanic Gin (France; Heavenly Spirits, 
Lakeville, MA). For full review see page 24. 

abv: 40%  Price: $45 

94 Yu Gin (France; Heavenly Spirits, Lakeville, 
MA). This citrusy gin, made with yuzu and 

Sichuan pepper, hails from France’s Cognac region. 
The mild aroma whispers lemon peel—the palate 
shouts it, layering on tart juiciness and a hint of 
mandarin orange sweetness. Ginger and white pep-
per heat lead into the astringent finish. 
abv: 43%  Price: $32 

93 Darnley’s View London Dry Gin (England; 
Palm Bay International, Boca Raton, FL). The 

mild, citrus aroma leads into a bouncy lemon palate 
that finishes clean, with brisk lemon-pepper heat. 
Botanicals include elderflower and citrus. Best Buy. 
abv: 40%  Price: $30 

93 Jaisalmer Indian Craft Gin (India; SG World-
wide, Edison, NJ). Nuanced coriander and 

pink peppercorn aromas are enticing. On the palate, 
delicate lemongrass, green tea and a hint of cumin 
wrap around an anise backbone. The earthy, woodsy 
finish tingles with black pepper and ginger. Made 
with 11 botanicals, seven of them local to India. 
abv: 43%  Price: $39 

93 Lifited Spirits Bold Gin (USA; Lifted Spirits, 
Kansas City, MO). For full review see page 24. 

abv: 45%  Price: $35 

93 Nolet’s Silver (Holland; Nolet’s, Aliso Viejo, 
CA). Look for a pale straw hue and floral 

aromas intertwined with a hint of fruity sweetness. 
The palate opens with bold violet and rose petal 
interlaced with anise and juicy berry, finishing with 
black pepper punch. 
abv: 47.6%  Price: $49 

92 Four Pillars Olive Leaf Gin (Australia; Park 
Street Imports, Miami, FL). A cool, lightly 

mentholated whiff leads into a savory palate featur-
ing rosemary, fleeting green olive, a hint of saline 
and a zippy juniper finish. Made as an antidote to 
citrusy gins, the producer says, this gin is made in 
the Yarra Valley from Australian olive leaf and olive 
oil. Producer recommends for Gibsons. 
abv: 43.8%  Price: $35 

92 Kaikyo 135 East Hyōgo Dry Gin (Japan; Marus-
sia USA, Cedar Knolls, US). For full review 

see page 25. Best Buy. 
abv: 42%  Price: $30 

92 North Shore Gin No. 6 (USA; North Shore 
Distillery, Green Oaks, IL). This craft gin was 

reformulated in 2020. It’s still spicy, citrusy and 
bright, though the proof has been nudged slightly 
higher. Each sip opens with brisk lemon and can-
died grapefruit peel plus a faint raspberry note, and 
lands on cubeb pepper and grains of paradise. Best 
Buy. 
abv: 47%  Price: $30 

92 Spirit of Hven Gin (Sweden; Preiss Imports, 
Ramona, CA). The mild lemon peel aroma 

hints at what’s to come. An astringent palate wraps 
brisk pine and a peppery punch around a core of 
lemon and grapefruit peel. Mix into Gin & Tonics. 
abv: 40%  Price: $43 

91 By the Dutch Dry Gin (Holland; Preiss Imports, 
Ramona, CA). Sweet aromas suggest grape-

fruit peel and raspberry. The palate is fruity and 
floral, mingling berry and rose petal. Black pepper, 
cardamom and hot cinnamon merge into a gentle 
floral exhale. 
abv: 42.5%  Price: $49 

91 Copper Republic African Dry Gin (South Africa; 
Rusty Rabbit International, Dallas, TX). Pink 

and white peppercorn lead the nose, plus a faint 
carnation hint. Those floral and spice notes are 

SPIRITS
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magnified on the palate: lavender and soapy violet 
evolve into a drying, brisk finish tinged with pep-
pery prickle and grapefruit peel. 
abv: 43%  Price: $36 

91 Gentilly Gin (USA; Seven Three Distilling, New 
Orleans, LA). Zingy, savory aromas include 

green olive and dried oregano. The palate opens 
with fresh thyme, rosemary and sweet mint, evolv-
ing into dried herb notes and finishing assertively 
with lemon pucker and cracked black pepper. 
abv: 43.5%  Price: $34 

91 Junipero Gin (USA; Hotaling & Co., San Fran-
cisco, CA). At first, this bold gin resounds 

with juniper, lime peel and anise, but soon settles 
into a subdued, lingering finish that whispers lav-
ender and white pepper. Released in 2020 in new 
packaging, a bright-blue bottle. 
abv: 49.3%  Price: $35 

91 Telluride Gin (USA; Telluride Distilling, Tel-
luride, CO). Mild citrusy aromas lead into 

a light, spiced palate. Look for a warming mix of 
aniseed, coriander and cedar moving into a mouth-
watering salt-and-white pepper finish. Mix into 
Negronis. Distilled from cane sugar, with botanicals 
including Rocky Mountain juniper. 
abv: 40%  Price: $35 

91 The Aimsir Distilling Co. Aitil House Gin (USA; 
The Aimsir Distilling Co., Portland, OR). For 

full review see page 25. 
abv: 45%  Price: $35 

90 Barr Hill Gin (USA; Caledonia Spirits, Mont-
pelier, VT). Made with raw honey, this 

unusual gin has a faint straw tinge and distinctly 
sweet palate, mixing beeswax with hints of vanilla, 
clove and cayenne. Grapefruit peel astringency lifts 
the otherwise sweet flavor profile. 
abv: 45%  Price: $36 

90 Bently Heritage Juniper Grove American Dry 
Gin (USA; Bently Heritage Estate Distillery, 

Minden, NV). For full review see page 25. 
abv: 46%  Price: $37 

90 Boone County Jail Gin (USA; Boone County 
Jail Distillery, Labanon, IN). This earthy gin 

opens with coriander on nose and palate, and fin-
ishes distinctly floral. Powdery notes of violet and 
iris are shored up with peppery heat. Best Buy. 
abv: 43%  Price: $27 

90 Citadelle Jardin d’Été (France; W.J. Deutsch 
& Sons, Stamford, CT). The name of this 

newcomer, launched in April 2021, means “summer 
garden.” Fresh aromas of honeydew and mint lead 
into a lemony palate that exits with mild vanilla 
sugar sweetness and a distinctly floral exhale. 
Botanicals include melon flesh, whole lemons, yuzu 
zest and orange peel. Best Buy. 
abv: 41.5%  Price: $25 

90 Chuckanut Bay Distillery Gin (USA; Chucka-
nut Bay Distillery; Bellingham, WA). Pun-

gent anise and black olive lead the nose. The pal-
ate echoes that olive brine note, moving into mildly 
sweet almond and cardamom. A lick of salinity gives 
a mouthwatering finish. Distilled from 100% Wash-
ington wheat. 
abv: 40%  Price: $31 

90 Fundy Gin (Canada; Northern Rose Spirits, 
Esopus, NY). Sun-dried dulse, a type of 

seaweed, is a key botanical in this Nova Scotia gin. 
Citrusy aromas combine lemongrass, lime peel and 
a whiff of fresh fennel. The palate opens gently with 
hints of violet and fennel seed, and finishes brisk 
and astringent, with anise, pine, burnt rosemary 
and peppery sting. 
abv: 40%  Price: $50 

90 Green Hat Gin (USA; Green Hat Distillery, 
Washington, DC). Bright mint and juniper 

aromas lead this gin. The palate opens with con-
centrated anise tones and a mouthwatering savory 
note, then fades into a lingering, tingly menthol 
exhale tinged with tarragon. Best Buy. 
abv: 41.5%  Price: $30 

90 Kur Gin (USA; Wildwood Spirits, Bothell, 
WA). For full review see page 25. Best Buy. 

abv: 40%  Price: $28 

90 Meridian Gin (USA; Fox & Seeker, Houston, 
TX). Lemon peel aromas are accompanied 

by savory spices. The palate mingles floral and spice 
notes—cardamom and anise flank rose and violet, 
finishing with a brisk citrusy exhale. 
abv: 43.5%  Price: $32 

90 Palm Springs Spirits Modern Love Gin (USA; 
Palm Springs Spirits, Palm Springs, CA). For 

full review see page 25. 
abv: 45%  Price: $32 

90 Starkeeper Gin (USA; The Spirit Guild, Los 
Angeles, CA). The assertive aroma chan-

nels a bouquet of basil and mint sprigs. Savory and 
spicy notes meld on the palate, unsweetened choco-
late, a hint of orange peel juiciness and earthy, fiery 
roasted habanero heat combines to suggest Mexican 
chocolate. Mix into Negronis. This gin is distilled 
from clementines. Previously named Astral Pacific 
Gin. 
abv: 47%  Price: $38 

90 Suncliffe Dry Gin (USA; Suncliffe American, 
Canyon, CA). Sweet spices are at the core of 

this “Arizona dry gin.” Fennel seed and cedar aro-
mas lead a palate dusted with nutmeg and corian-
der, finishing peppery and brisk. 
abv: 45%  Price: $38 

89 Alamere Gin (USA; Alamere Spirits, Novato, 
CA). The savory and herbaceous aroma 

hints at fennel seed and olive oil. The palate is bold 
and distinctly sweet, with concentrated pine, fresh-

cut fennel, and lemon verbena notes, finishing with 
fleeting lemon pith bitterness and peppery sting. 
Botanicals include makrut lime, lemongrass and 
grains of paradise. 
abv: 44%  Price: $35 

89 Bathtub American Dry Gin Naval Strength 
(USA; Bath Tub Distilling Company, Austin, 

TX). Look for the faintest pale straw tinge and a 
powdery floral aroma. The palate opens deceptively 
sweet with vanilla wafer, almond cake and butter-
cream frosting, with more nuanced hints of violet 
and lemon peel. But this overproof spirit packs an 
alcohol wallop, layering peppery sting on the numb-
ing finish. 
abv: 53%  Price: $35 

89 Big Sur Gin (USA; Calwise Spirits, Paso 
Robles, CA). A savory take on gin, look for 

piney aromas leading into a palate showing fresh 
rosemary, mesquite, sage, lemongrass and lime peel. 
The long, spicy finish is accented with cubeb pep-
per and grains of paradise, plus a lavender hint. 
Distilled from Paso Robles wine grapes and native 
herbs from Big Sur. 
abv: 42%  Price: $35 

89 Bulrush Gin (USA; Broad Creek Spirits, Pied-
mont, SC). This gin is light and fruity on 

nose and palate. Raspberry and grapefruit peel on 
aromas and flavors lead into a brisk pink pepper-
corn and ginger fade. Mix into Gin & Tonics. 
abv: 44%  Price: $33 

89 Caorunn Small Batch Scottish Gin (Scotland; 
Hotaling & Co., San Francisco, CA). Aromas 

are citrusy and slightly sweet. The palate offers a 
mouthwatering saline note, rounding into a mild, 
almost neutral midpalate. The finish is drying, 
woodsy and brisk with a faint nutmeg hint. 
abv: 41.8%  Price: $35 

89 Copper Republic Rooibos & Grapefruit Gin 
(South Africa; Rusty Rabbit International, 

Dallas, TX). Look for a golden hue and aromas that 
suggest lemon peel and pine. The palate opens with 
mild almond sweetness, followed by citrusy pucker 
and ginger. The drying, complex finish combines 
grapefruit pith and peel, white pepper heat and an 
herbaceous, almost minty exhale. 
abv: 43%  Price: $36 

89 Cousin Pete’s Bathtub Gin (USA; Match-
book Distilling, Greenport, NY). Bold, warm 

star anise plays on the nose and palate. The palate 
shades that note with hints of licorice, bergamot 
tea and gingersnap, then leads into a tingly lemon-
grass finish. Made with New York state botanicals, 
including Citra hops and hibiscus. 
abv: 44%  Price: $35 

89 Juniper Grove Atrium Gin (USA; Bently Heri-
tage Estate Distillery, Minden, NV). Bracing 

spearmint aromas lead into a lightly sweet palate 
laced with mint, tarragon and fennel. The bracing 
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finish is accented with grapefruit peel and white 
pepper. 
abv: 46%  Price: $39 

89 ShortCross Gin (Ireland; Preiss Imports, 
Ramona, CA). This restrained gin offers the 

faintest whiff of coconut. The palate opens with a 
white floral hint and soft brushes of coconut and 
marshmallow, finishing with a barely-there flicker 
of cinnamon bark. 
abv: 46%  Price: $40 

89 Solveig Anna’s Garden (USA; Far North 
Spirits, Hallock, MN). This garden-inspired 

gin pours a pale robin’s egg blue. Citrus and mint 
sweetness lead into an earthy core, finishing woodsy 
and warming. Angelica is the dominant botanical by 
design, and lends a mild, vegetal exhale. Seasonal 
release, available each year April-June. 
abv: 45%  Price: $38 

89 Waterloo No. 9 Gin (USA; Treaty Oak Dis-
tilling, Dripping Springs, TX). Overall, this 

Texas gin is spiced and dry. Mild cedar and cori-
ander aromas lead into a palate that layers on cin-
namon, clove and anise. Mild lavender marks the 
warming finish. Botanicals include grapefruit and 
hill country pecan. Best Buy. 
abv: 47%  Price: $25 

88 Bruja de Agua Citrica Gin (Mexico; Back Alley 
Imports, San Francisco, CA). The aroma is a 

cooling minty breeze. The palate doubles down on 
that mintiness, layering on sharp pine needle and 
juniper, finishing exceedingly long and astringent. 
Hints of lime peel and aloe ease the exit. This is one 
of four gin expressions from the producer, whose 
name translates as “water witch,” and the first to be 
imported to the U.S. 
abv: 47%  Price: $70 

88 Damrak Gin (Holland; Lucas Bols USA, New 
York, NY). Anise leads on nose and palate, 

followed by hints of clove and grapefruit pith. The 
anise note grows bolder and warmer into the pep-
pery finish. Best Buy. 
abv: 41.8%  Price: $23 

88 Hardshore Original Gin (USA; Hardshore 
Distilling, Portland, ME). A savory mix of 

cumin, aniseed and mint drives the nose. The palate 
echoes that spicy profile, heating up with ginger and 
cayenne sting, then refreshing with a rosemary and 
mint exhale. Distilled from wheat. 
abv: 46%  Price: $37 

88 High Goal Gin (USA; Grain and Barrel Spirits, 
North Charleston, SC). Backed by American 

polo player Nic Roldan, this gin is scented with 
spearmint, orange flesh and white chocolate. The 
palate is distinctly sugary, suggesting chocolate-
covered mint wafers and mint Lifesavers, and fin-
ishing with a lingering spruce and mint exhale. Mix 
into Gin & Tonics. 
abv: 40%  Price: $50 

88 Lavender Elysian Fields Gin (USA; The Bet-
ter Man Distilling Co., Patchogue, NY). The 

concentrated indigo hue is hard to miss. The aroma 
is earthy and only slightly floral, showing corian-
der and orris root. By comparison, the palate opens 
with a full-on perfumed floral blast, resounding 
with lilac, violet and lavender, and finishes with 
faint echoes of anise and black pepper, plus a waxy 
honey note. Mix into drinks that traditionally use 
crème de violette, like a Water Lily or Aviation. 
abv: 40%  Price: $46 

88 Ornamental Gin (USA; Industrious Spirits, 
Providence, RI). Bold licorice and star anise 

aromas lead, plus a hint of cardamom. The palate 
is relatively floral, opening with perfume-y violet 
and lavender, followed by mouthwatering anise and 
lemon tinged with cinnamon heat. Distilled from 
organic corn. 
abv: 40%  Price: $35 

88 Stray Dog Wild Gin (Greece; Diamond Wine 
Importers, Chicago, IL). Rosemary and mint 

freshness entices the nose. The palate is relatively 
sweet, showing anise and a candied Good & Plenty 
licorice note, finishing long with clove and carda-
mom tingle. Distilled from molasses, with botani-
cals including fennel seed and mastiha. 
abv: 43.5%  Price: $38 

88 Sunday Gin (USA; You & Yours Distilling, 
San Diego, CA). Fresh lime peel and rose-

mary focus the nose. The palate bolsters that lime 
sweetness, now reminiscent of lime lollipop, with 
lemongrass, mint and tarragon, playing through to 
a peppery finish. 
abv: 40%  Price: $38 

88 The Naturalist American Gin (USA; Still Aus-
tin, Austin, TX). Bold anise and orange peel 

aromas abound. That anise note emerges on the 
mouthwatering palate as well, framed by fiery black 
pepper and coriander. Distilled from rye and non-
GMO white corn. 
abv: 45%  Price: $32 

87 Gracias A Dios Agave Gin (Mexico; Palm Bay 
International, Boca Raton, FL). This agave-

based gin bears a strong resemblance to mezcal. Bell 
pepper, hints of tire rubber and menthol on nose 
and palate lead into mouthwatering salinity and 
burnt rosemary exhale. 
abv: 45%  Price: $53 

87 Purity Gin 34 (Sweden; Purity USA, Manhas-
set, NY). This Navy Strength gin has a rela-

tively neutral aroma, while the palate explodes with 
juniper and alcohol heat. Mild lemon peel lurks 
beneath fiery ginger, white pepper and cayenne. 
abv: 57.1%  Price: $37 

87 Dancing Sands Dry Gin (New Zealand; Ameri-
can Estates Wine, Summit, NJ). Warming 

anise notes pop from the very first sip, winding into 
milder cinnamon, nutmeg and cardamom. Sweet 
spices continue into the rounded, elongated finish. 
Distilled from a base of New Zealand Sauvignon 

Blanc, with botanicals including New Zealand myr-
tle leaves and almonds. 
abv: 44%  Price: $45 

86 Marconi 42 Gin (Italy; Winebow, NY). Can-
died licorice sweetness leads the nose. The 

palate is more citrusy and astringent, displaying 
lemon verbena, pine, lime leaf and fennel, leading 
into a peppery finish. 
abv: 42%   Price: $40 

85 Blinking Owl Gin (USA; Blinking Owl Distill-
ery, Santa Ana, CA). Made from a base of 

organic California wheat and malted barley, this gin 
opens with mild banana, berry and citrus, leading 
into a hot finish blasted with coriander and cay-
enne. Recommended to mix. 
abv: 42.5%  Price: $40 

FLAVORED GINS 

89 Indoggo Strawberry Flavored Gin (USA; Pres-
tige Beverage Group, Eagan, MN). Backed by 

Snoop Dogg, of “Gin & Juice” fame, this clear gin 
has a sweet, berrylike aroma and flavor. It’s mouth-
watering and juicy, with a bit of peppery tingle into 
the finish. 
abv: 40%  Price: $30 

88 Bimini Coconut Flavored Gin (USA; Round 
Turn Distilling, Biddeford, ME). What’s in 

the bottle is a gin that’s fat-washed with coconut 
oil, a trendy bartender technique. The end result is 
a clear spirit with mild coconut on nose and palate, 
overall it’s dry and crisp, finishing with white pep-
per sting and a hint of grapefruit peel astringency. 
Mix into coconut Negronis. 
abv: 47%  Price: $35 

87 Bombay Bramble Blackberry & Raspberry 
Flavored Gin (England; Bacardi Limited, Coral 

Gables, FL). This garnet-hued gin offers raspberry, 
dried cherry and cassis aromas. The palate suggests 
dried cranberry, along with a medicinal note and 
a hint of bubble gum. The finish offers mouthwa-
tering citric juiciness, with a subtle note of dried 
cherry ending with pink peppercorn lift. Colored 
with black carrots and blackcurrant, with no sugar 
added. Mix into Brambles and Sloe Gin-style Fizzes. 
abv: 43%  Price: $23 

BARREL-RESTED GINS 

93 Ranch Road Barrel Gin (USA; Chankaska Spir-
its, Kasota, MN). Look for a burnished gold 

hue and citrus and butterscotch aromas. The pal-
ate is bright, with loads of lemon peel and ginger 
sparkle, while a lick of brown butter adds richness. 
abv: 47%  Price: $20/375 ml 

92 Spirit of Hven Stella Nova Barrel Rested Gin 
(Sweden; Preiss Imports, Ramona, CA). This 

barrel-aged gin has a honey hue and lively apricot 
aroma. The warming palate shows stone fruit and 
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baked pear, finishing with ginger, nutmeg and lemon 
peel. 
abv: 41.8%  Price: $45 

91 North Oak Barrel Rested Gin (Hardshore Dis-
tilling, Portland, ME). Expect a honey hue 

with bold vanilla and allspice aromas. The palate 
shows oak and hints of red fruit and cocoa powder. 
The long, mouthwatering finish is dusted with cin-
namon, nutmeg and clove. 
abv: 46%  Price: $42 

90 Conniption Barrel Aged Series No. 1 2020 
Release (USA; Durham Distillery, Durham, 

NC). Rested for 10 months in barrels that previously 
held High West Bourbon, this limited-edition gin 
has a light straw hue and bracing juniper, mint and 
almond aromas. The brisk palate opens with lemon 
peel and pine, easing into mellower almond and 
coconut notes, then finishing with spicy cinnamon 
and black pepper tingle. 
abv: 47%  Price: $45 

87 Modern Love Reserve Gin (USA; Palm Springs 
Spirits, Palm Springs, CA). A rest in emptied 

Pinot Noir barrels gives this gin a tawny hue and 
juicy orange aromatics. The palate echoes that fruit 
note, though it quickly dries to astringent juniper 
and mint, finishing with a tinge of vanilla and a 
numbing blast of alcohol heat. 
abv: 46%  Price: $35 
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94 Creature Comforts Automatic (American-
style Pale Ale; Creature Comforts Brewing, 

GA). Bright with lemony citrus hops and grapefruit 
peel, this easy drinking pale ale is an easy go-to 
choice for any occasion. With bready malt, low bit-
terness, and a semidry finish this medium bodied 
ale ticks all the boxes for a hoppy, but not over-
whelming refresher. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack 

94 Russian River Citra Flash Mob (American-
style Pale Ale; Russian River Brewing Co.). 

This is a fluffy, citrus-forward pale ale, with infi-
nite drinkability as it seems to shift on the palate 
between sips. With a deft use of a grain bill, there 
is a full-body character while still being light, and 
it’s low on bitterness. Buy to share with friends, 
and then keep for yourself, just keep an eye on the 
higher-than-average alcohol. 
abv: 5.8% Price: $20/16 oz 4 pack 

94 Urban Chestnut Urban Underdog (American-
style Pale Ale; Urban Chestnut Brewing, MO). 

Golden orange in color, with slight haze and a pil-
lowy mouthfeel, this offers flavors of orange, tan-
gerine, and clementine. With low bitterness and the 
faintest bit of pine on the finish, this is a pale ale for 
lazy summer afternoons swinging in the hammock. 
abv: 4.6% Price: $9/16 oz 4 pack 

93 Liquid Gravity Pale from the Crypt (Ameri-
can-style Pale Ale; Liquid Gravity Brewing, 

CA). With a subtle fruit bouquet of tropical fruits 
and citrus, this golden pale ale leaves a fizzy sen-
sation on the tongue between sips. Malt sweetness 
with both caramel and bread crust mix with passion 
fruit and clementine for a lively experience. Bits of 
modern flair with a nod towards history. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $17/16 oz 4 pack 

92 Offshoot Drifting (American-style Pale Ale; 
Offshoot Beer Co., CA). Bronze with slight 

haze but a big fluffy head, this caramel-malt for-
ward ale has a thread of sweetness throughout that 
holds the line against the encroaching pine and cit-
rus hop bitterness that creep in early and grow with 
each sip. The West Coast loves hops, and this well-
established brewery plays into that reputation. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $14/16 oz 4 pack

91 Bissell Brothers Lux (American-style Pale Ale; 
Bissell Brothers Brewing, ME). Hazy orange, 

with a low head, the vibrant hop aroma in this ale 
is a wonderful showcase of tropical hops and sweet 
citrus. A modern interpretation indeed, but one 
with nuance and a playfulness that keeps the palate 
interested sip after sip. Brewed with locally grown 
malts. 
abv: 5.1% Price: $20/16oz 4 pack 

91 4 Hands City Wide (American-style Pale Ale; 
4 Hands Brewing, MO). With a pine-forward 

and strong citrus-hop smack, this is a pale ale that 
honors tradition with malt and hop balance. The 
bitterness never gets overwhelming and a slightly 
sweet note keeps the tastebuds engaged. The right 
beer for when the craving for hops comes on strong. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $10/16 oz 4 pack 

90 Chapman Sultan of Smash (American-style 
Pale Ale; Chapman Crafted Beer, CA). The 

brewery uses just a single malt (Vienna) and a single 
hop variety (Centennial) in this pale ale that shows 
how much can be done with few ingredients. Pale 
golden, there is a lime-zest-like aroma that veers 
into a pungent fermented citrus note towards the 
finish. The malt is crisp, like a fresh loaf of country 
bread, with a touch of sweetness. 
abv: 5.5%  Price: $16/16 oz 4 pack 

90 Good Word Face for Radio (American-style 
Pale Ale; Good Word Brewing & Public House, 

GA). This is a proper hazy pale ale that doesn’t over-
whelm with hops and lets the malt shine. It shows 
slight tropical fruit with some citrus and a kiss of 
pine, but also a soft caramel malt flavor that brings 
harmony. No static here, just a clear representation 
of a style. 
abv: 5% Price: $NA/16 oz 4 pack 

90 Proof EightFive-0 (American-style Pale Ale; 
Proof Brewing Co., FL). Orange, lemon, tan-

gerine and clementine aromas and flavors mix well 
in this citrus-forward pale ale. There’s a touch of 
malt sweetness and low bitterness that keep the 
taste buds happy sip after sip.
abv: 6.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

90 Small Change A Little Rain (American-style 
Pale Ale; Small Change Brewing, MA). This 

is a soft and inviting pale ale that doesn’t skimp on 
the hops, but never overwhelms with bitterness. 
Pineapple, passion fruit and guava come through on 
the palate, ending on a sweet finish. 
abv: 4.9% Price: $14/16 oz 4 pack 

 

T
here should be no argument: Sierra 
Nevada Brewing Co.’s pale ale is the bench-
mark for the American-style Pale Ale cat-
egory and one of the most beloved beers 

in the modern era of brewing. When it was first 
brewed and released in 1980, it was a revela-
tion: a hop-forward wonder, with aromas and 
flavors of pine and citrus. It also pushed bound-
aries. It registered in the 30s of 
the International Bittering Units 
(IBU) scale at a time when many 
of the available lagers were in 
the single digits.

For more than 40 years, it 
has been the beer that craft 
beer drinkers have celebrated 
and brewers have tried to rep-
licate in their own recipes. Other pale ales 
soon joined Sierra Nevada at the beginning of 
the microbrewery movement, and these hoppy 
ales shifted consumer tastes and made bitter a 
vogue taste sensation. The style soon grew into 
re-popularizing the India Pale Ale category, a 
boozier and more generously hopped ale. Exper-
imentation and boundary pushing continues to 
this day.

The American-style Pale Ale finds itself at 
a crossroads. There are some brewers that are 
sticking to the earlier interpretations. This 
means clear-as-a-bell light-copper-colored 
ales, with a thick head of foam, robust hop 
aroma, sweet and bready malt flavor, and pleas-
ing bitterness on the finish, all in a 5% alcohol 
by volume (abv) range.

Others have adopted the 
double dry hopped method to 
their recipes, where hops are 
added during the fermentation 
process, leaving a softer, juic-
ier, less bitter hop taste, and 
also clouding up the beer. Often 
these are vibrant with aromas 
of modern hop varieties like 

Citra and Mosaic, offering robust citrus aromas 
and tropical fruit profiles.

With this style, the modern drinker has the 
opportunity to try the whole range of pale ales. 
The category might not get the attention it once 
did, especially in today’s Mount Whitney sized 
shadow of IPAs, but it is deserving of a closer 
look and time in your glass.

Cheers!  —John Holl

American-style Pale Ales 

These hoppy ales 
shifted consumer 
tastes and made 

bitter a vogue taste 
sensation.

BEER
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89 Deschutes Lil’ Squeezy (American-style Pale 
Ale; Deschutes Brewery, OR). With a vibrant 

hop character, this gluten-reduced juicy pale ale 
delivers on a tangerine and orange-forward aroma 
and flavor. Whiffs of pine and some slight tropical 
tones mingle among the soft body before a semi-
sweet finish. 
abv: 5% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack 

89 Gigantic Sassy Pony (American-style Pale 
Ale; Gigantic Brewing Co., OR). The brewery 

calls this juicy, but there is an homage to the past in 
a slightly bitter hop profile and a big lean into the 
malts. Herbal and warming on the palate, there is a 
tea-with-lemon character that is dominant along-
side a bit of honey on the finish. It’s an intriguing 
pale ale that will bring you back to the bottle time 
and time again to unravel its mysteries. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $5/500 ml 

89 Grid City Extra Pale Ale (American-style Pale 
Ale; Grid City Beer Works, UT). The “extra” in 

the name delivers in the taste and alcohol content. 
This is really an IPA trying to act younger, but isn’t 
fooling anyone. With pine-forward hops, a thick, 
malty body and a sweet hint on the finish, this is a 
beer that will sneak up fast in a fun way. 
abv: 6.6% Price: $16/16 oz 4 pack

89 Hopworks Urban Brewery Tree Frog (Ameri-
can-style Pale Ale; Hopworks Urban Brewery, 

OR). This organic pale ale has a rustic malt qual-
ity that comes on early and stays late, bringing the 
grains to the forefront of the palate and asking the 
hops to compete a little bit. They do, with pine and 
grapefruit, and a touch of warmer-climate fruits in 
the background. A mineral water flavor ties it all 
together. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack 

89 Rosenstadt German-hop Pale Ale (American- 
style Pale Ale; Rosenstadt Brewing, OR). 

Clear copper in color, with a robust fluffy white 
head, this earthy hop-forward ale spends a lot of 
time focusing in on the bready, slightly sweet malt 
content. A session sipper, best served cold in a tall 
mug, seated around wooden tables with friends. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $5/500 ml

89 Tröegs Haze Charmer (American-style Pale 
Ale; Tröegs Brewing, PA). This is a hazy pale 

ale with low bitterness that leans heavily into can-
died pineapple aromas and flavors. Modern flavors 
abound and for lovers of popular hops, this is a win-
ner. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $12/12oz 6 pack 

88 Alvarado Street Pale Ale (American-style 
Pale Ale; Alvarado Street Brewing, CA). This 

ale is golden-yellow in color, with a floral, spicy and 
citrus hop aroma. Bitterness builds slow on the fin-
ish, leading to a pleasing pine-accented note. It’s an 
intriguing and welcoming pale ale.
abv: 5.4% Price: $NA/500 ml 

88 Grid City Pale Ale (American-style Pale Ale; 
Grid City Beer Works, UT). Cool and refresh-

ing, this citrus-forward pale also is big on tangerine 
and clementine flavors, with a medium malt qual-
ity that adds balance. With a slight bitterness, but 
a robust juiciness, it straddles traditional and mod-
ern versions of the style.
abv: 4.6%  Price: $16/16 oz 4 pack 

88 Upper Hand Upper Peninsula Ale (American-
style Pale Ale; Upper Hand Brewery, MI). 

Roasted caramel malts are front and center in this 
lightly hopped, pale ale. A low resinous character 
builds on the palate, but the malt sweetness main-
tains in the lead on the finish. Bronze and clear, this 
is a throwback to simpler times for the pale ale, and 
his a nice historical sip. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack 

87 3 Sheeps Fresh Coast (American-style Pale 
Ale; 3 Sheeps Brewing, WI). Golden orange in 

color, with a bit of haze and a cloud-like head that 
you can get lost in, this pale ale has sweet citrus 
aromas and a touch of hay. A beer that deserves to 
be drunk at the pub, even if the pub is at home.
abv: 4.8% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack 

86 New Holland Little Piglet (Session IPA; New 
Holland Brewing Co., MI). This is a hazy 

golden orange number, with a prominent citrus 
aroma and flavor. It shows flavors of orange and a 
hint of lemon, with a soft bready malt character. It’s 
easy drinking thanks to low bitterness and it will hit 
the spot on hot summer afternoons. 
abv: 4.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

86 Trophy Star Map (American-style Pale Ale; 
Trophy Brewing, NC). This is a light-bodied 

pale ale, with flavors and aromas of sweet orange 
pith and a hint of vanilla. It’s refreshing and satisfy-
ing without a lot of bitterness. An ale for lazy nights 
on the back porch after sunset. 
abv: 4.9% Price: $13/16 oz 4 pack 

86 Upper Hand Yooper (American-style Pale 
Ale; Upper Hand Brewery, MI). An unfussy, 

easy drinking pale ale that offers a light touch on 
the ingredients, lending itself to a proper session 
drinking experience. With a soft sweet-malt pro-
file this golden ale with medium head, has a slight 
pine and citrus hop flavor and aroma, and offers up 
refreshment.
abv: 4% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack 

85 Bale Breaker Field 41 (American-style Pale 
Ale; Bale Breaker Brewing, WA). An easy sip-

per of a pale ale with a soft hop profile and threads 
of caramel malt. A little vegetal and graining on the 
finish, bringing a from-the-farm feeling to the glass. 
abv: 5.2% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack 

85 Great Lakes Burning River (American-style 
Pale Ale; Great Lakes Brewing, OH). A deep 

golden ale with robust white head. Prominent cara-
mel malt aromas arrive quickly and then dominate 
early on the taste buds, but are soon replaced with 
pine-forward hop flavors that last and build on the 
finish. An assertive pale ale cut from the traditional 

cloth, ready to bring some old school flavors to the 
modern palate. 
abv: 6% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

85 Great North Tied Dyed (American-style 
Pale Ale ; Great North Aleworks, NH). With 

a vibrant, tea-like herbal aroma, this dark yellow 
colored ale with a robust fluffy white head has a 
warming, welcoming quality on the nose. A chalky 
lemon pith flavor arrives on the palate and builds 
quickly with hop bitterness. A fun diversion of the 
hop beaten path.
abv: 5.4% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack

84 Pondaseta Park Road Five (American-style 
Pale Ale; Pondaseta Brewing, TX). A medium 

golden, herbal and slightly spicy hop-forward ale. 
Bits of malt sweetness accent the burnt orange peel 
flavor that emerges mid palate. Finishes with low 
bitterness. Proceeds benefit a local cancer survivor-
ship center. 
abv: 5.5%  Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

83 Bootstrap Stick’s Pale Ale (American-style 
Pale Ale; Bootstrap Brewing Co., CO). Thin 

in spots, this pale ale has slight citrus aromas and 
a slightly aggressive finish. A pale ale for quick 
refreshment after a good afternoon hike.
abv: 5.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

82 Mispillion River Space Otter (American-style 
Pale Ale; Mispillion River Brewing, DE). A 

burnt orange, slow hop profile, grainy pale ale with 
low carbonation and a bitter finish. Faint whiffs of 
burnt sugar appear as the ale warms.
abv: 5% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack 


