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Early in the pandemic, there were questions about how the beer industry would react to bar and restaurant closings, and 
whether people would drink the same at home. Throughout 2021, themes and trends emerged that focused on both tradition and experimentation. 

As breweries strived to draw in customers more accustomed to macro-
offerings, lagers became a focus—a style that has been steadily climbing in 
the craft space for years. Today, American beers in this style rival some of 
the best traditional European offerings, and Wine Enthusiast awarded two 
100-point scores to lagers, a first. 

Tradition is alive in Belgian-style tripel, Kölsch, saison, porter and extra 
special bitter, all styles that were heavily reviewed this year. Time also plays 
a big role in barrel and wood-aged beers, where brewers let ales sit for 
months, absorbing spirit and other flavors to create complex brews. 

Although IPA remains the dominant category in craft beer, experimen-
tation is fueling innovative pale ale and India pale ale styles. In addition 
to playing with malt ratios and hopping techniques, brewers are using 
experimental hop varieties, adding adjuncts like lactose and yeasts like 
Brettanomyces and Lactobacillus.

From coolship ales fermented with ambient yeast, to sweet and rustic 
honey beers, to tart, fruited kettle sours, the global beer scene spent the last 
year pushing forward and building flavor experiences that last. 
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1

100 Heater Allen Pils (Pilsner; Heater Allen 
Brewing, OR). Both pillowy soft and as-

sertively crisp, this lager has history, patience and 
skill behind it. It shows a slightly toasted bread 
character balanced by a spicy hop note. It’s subtle 
throughout and is, ideally, the kind of lager that 
should be drank in multiples over an afternoon. Only 
then, when the brain can absorb it, like background 
music that  suddenly becomes clear, does this pilsner 
really hit its stride. 
abv: 5.1% Price: $15/16 oz 6 pack

2

100 Wibby Volksbier Vienna (Vienna Lager; 
Wibby Brewing, CO). With a luxuri-

ous mouthfeel that slowly brings on layers of nuts, 
warmed caramel and a subtle spiciness from noble 
hops, this Vienna lager is of remarkable quality. Of-
ten beers in this category are too sweet, but here the 
recipe brings bitterness into the equation for balance. 
Still, it finishes dry, with only a touch of light brown 
sugar on the finish. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

3

99 Russian River Intinction Sauvignon Blanc 
(Barrel-aged Beer; Russian River Brewing Co., 

CA). Pilsner beer is a tough style to age in barrels 
because it can quickly get run over by the wood and 
other flavors. Here, the pilsner retains both a light 
cracker malt flavor and a crispness boosted by Sau-
vignon Blanc grapes. It flicks back and forth between 
wine-forward and beer-forward. It’s a beautiful pour 
that shows a love of both wine and beer and a deft 
hand at combining both. 
abv: 8.2%  Price: $13/375 ml

4

97 Weldwerks Advanced Fluid Dynamics x Double 
India Pale Ale (Juicy/Hazy IPA; Weldwerks 

Brewing, CO). It’s OK to get lost in the aroma of this 
beer for several minutes before taking a first sip. 
Whipped vanilla and sweet coconut milk emerge 
quickly and create a tropical sensation that is accent-
ed slightly by sliced overripe pineapple. The body has 
rounded carbonation and a slightly viscous, mouth-
coating quality. If an IPA can be an indulgence, this 
is it. 
abv: 8.8% Price: $18/16 oz 4 pack

5

98 3 Fonteinen Cuvée Oude Geuze Armand & 
 Gaston (Lambic; 3 Fonteinen, Belgium). This 

is wheat-forward, with a soft, country malt aroma 
that is like getting lost in a vast field shortly before 
harvest. It is blended from seven different Lambic 
barrels and aged in oak. This was bottled in Septem-
ber 2017 and the brewery says it is best enjoyed be-
fore October 2038. Good luck waiting that long. The 
intangibles of this beer will have the mind racing and 
lulled by its grace at the same time. Shelton Brothers. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $17/375 ml

6

99 Notch Salem Lager (Helles; Notch Brewing, 
MA). There are some beers that after the first 

sip you know another one is in your immediate fu-
ture. Still, there’s no need to rush the first pint. This 
stunning helles is golden yellow in color, showing a 
slightly hazy pour topped with a creamy head. It’s 
built for leisure: long afternoons in the shade of beer 
garden trees or under an umbrella on a beach. It of-
fers deftly balanced flavors of lightly toasted bread, 
roasted corn and a hint of herbal hops that show up 
before a semisweet finish. 
abv: 4.5% Price: $14/16 oz 4 pack 

7

97 The Hop Concept Haze Pipe (Juicy/Hazy IPA; 
The Hop Concept, CA). This IPA has the juicy 

components many look for in the category. Clemen-
tine, lemon, pine, grapefruit and, as it warms up, dried 
papaya, all appear in this well-balanced, medium- 
bodied ale. It deftly showcases a clear knowledge of 
hops and how best to use them.
abv: 6.5% Price: 12/16 oz 4 pack

8

95 Good Word Analog Life (English-style Dark 
Mild Ale; Good Word Brewing, GA). Big on roast 

without the bitterness, this leans heavily into floral 
and low herbal hops that give it a bit of a perfumy 
essence. It finishes dry and readies the tastebuds for 
the next sip. 
abv: 3.6% Price: $13/16 oz 4 pack 

9

99 Urban Chestnut Zwickel (Zwickelbier; Urban 
Chestnut Brewing, MO). “Pure” is a word that 

doesn’t get used too much in the beer space because 
it really denotes something perfect and can usually be 
quantified through science or faith. This beer reflects 
the word, however. To drink this is an experience, a 
revelation in the glass. It gives the feeling that some-
thing special, crafted with care and laser-like preci-
sion, is being imbibed. Slightly hazy and deep golden 
in color, with a lasting fluffy white head that laces the 
glass, this has an herbal hop aroma, a bready malt 
character and a contemplative nature. 
abv: 5.1%  Price: $9/16 oz 6 pack
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10

98 Hop Butcher for the World Be the HBC India 
Pale Ale (Juicy/Hazy IPA; Hop Butcher for the 

World, IL). Hop growers are experimenting with new 
varieties and brewers are eager to brew with them. 
This IPA uses two—as yet unnamed—hops and the 
results are intriguing and smile inducing. It shows 
aromas and flavors of cedar, vanilla, dried flowers, 
and toasted balsa wood. It’s warming and welcoming 
while still being fresh and vibrant. Experimentation 
like this shows great promise for the whole category. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $15/16 oz 4 pack

11

94 Creature Comforts Automatic (American-
style Pale Ale; Creature Comforts Brewing, 

GA). Bright with lemony citrus hops and grapefruit 
peel, this easy drinking pale ale is an easy go-to choice 
for any occasion. With bready malt, low bitterness 
and a semidry finish, this medium-bodied ale ticks all 
the boxes for a hoppy but not overwhelming refresher. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack 

12

96 Exhibit A Goody Two Shoes Kölsch Style Ale 
(Kölsch; Exhibit A Brewing, MA). This is the 

beer, pint after pint, that delivers on the proper bal-
ance of the four main ingredients without weighing 
down the palate. Slightly fruity, with a floral hop 
character and a touch of minerality, it’s a beer for all 
occasions. It facilitates a good time and puts a jump 
in your step. 
abv: 4.5%  Price: $11/16 oz 4 pack 

13

96 Blackberry Farm Barrel Series 001 (Barrel-
aged Ale; Blackberry Farm Brewery, TN). This 

is a classic farmhouse ale that lets Brettanomyces 
take center stage while being backed by classic oak 
aromas and tannins. It takes a few sips before the beer 
hits its full stride, with wheat and hay aromas mixed 
with a peppery accent and herbal hops on the finish 
that add pleasing bitterness and earthy essence. 
abv: 7.2% Price: $20/750 ml 

14

97 Ecliptic Capella Porter (American Porter; Eclip-
tic Brewing, OR). This ale offers a smooth body 

with semiprickly carbonation and flavors that focus 
on roasted malts, with whiffs of an herbal charac-
ter mixed with dark chocolate. This is a porter that 
evolves as it warms, revealing a roasted depth to the 
ingredients that never teeters into bitter, but man-
ages to keep a liveliness going until the end. 
abv: 5.2% Price: $12/16 oz 4 pack

15

97 Jester King 2018 Spon Muscat (Spontaneous 
Ale; Jester King Brewery, TX). A harmonious 

blend of fruits emerge from this peachy orange-col-
ored ale, including nectarine, peach fuzz, white plum, 
dried apricot and blueberry. Fermented with Texas-
grown Muscat grapes, this is a remarkable ale that 
can be enjoyed anytime but will feel extra indulgent 
on a midafternoon after a morning of hard outside 
exercise. 
abv: 6.4% Price: $25/375 ml 

16

94 Jolly Pumpkin Bam Biēre Farmhouse Ale 
 (Classic French & Belgian-style Saison; Jolly 

Pumpkin Brewing, MI). A lot of little things in this 
beer add up to a big drinking experience. It’s a little 
fruity and a little funky in a gentle whiff of aged Brett-
anomyces. Notes of hay, grass and pepper bring this 
together on the dry finish, with a splash of sweet 
tones yielding a memorable drinking experience. 
abv: 4.5% Price: $11/16 oz 4 pack

17

96 North Coast Barrel-aged Old Rasputin (Barrel-
aged Ale; North Coast Brewing, CA). Sweet 

dark fudge with earthy hops and robust coffee mix 
well together on the nose and palate. A full-bodied 
imperial stout, this benefits from a kick of spicy whis-
key that comes on midpalate and stays until the finish 
and then some. This is a proper nightcap. 
abv: 11.4% Price: $17/12 oz 4 pack

18

96 The Referend Bier Blendery Mont Sainte-
Victoire Houblon (Saison; The Referend  

Bier Blendery, NJ). Each sip reveals something delight-
fully new. This is a spontaneously fermented saison 
that is aged in neutral oak and hopped with Jarrylo 
and Azacca varieties. It is medium in weight, with 
light acidity that carries wood and grape characters 
mixed with raw wheat. These tones eventually yield 
to kiwi, pineapple and other tropical fruits. It ends in 
a savory smack. 
abv: 6.3% Price: $18/750 ml

19

95 4 Noses Hop Cannon (Juicy/Hazy IPA; 4 Noses 
Brewing, CO). This is a soft and tropical IPA, 

with lots of mango, passion fruit, ripe guava and kiwi 
tones. Bright in flavor and aroma, it tickles the taste-
buds while offering just a patina of bitterness on the 
finish. 
abv: 7.7% Price: $17/16 oz 4 pack 

20

98 Fremont Morpheus Coffee Porter (Coffee 
Porter; Fremont Brewing, WA). This elegant 

coffee porter offers aromas of perfectly roasted beans 
that showcase all of the java with none of the bit-
terness. A brewery-only release, it offers a smooth 
pour with a velvety mouthfeel and displays threads 
of roasted cacao, toasted nuts and warmed fruit. It’s 
a first-class ale that makes such a strong impression 
and will stay on your mind for days afterwards. It is 
like drinking a breakfast beer from the heavens. Pour 
into your best glassware to enhance the experience—
this beer deserves nothing less. 
abv: 5.4% Price: $13/16 oz 4 pack 
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21

97 Alesong 2020 Antiquum Farm Terroir Proj-
ect (Barrel-aged Ale; Alesong Brewing &  

Blending, OR). Brewed with and spontaneously fer-
mented by the microflora on Pinot Noir grapes, this 
ruby-colored ale is tart and bright in sweet under-
tones of black currant. It shows a light funk and some 
wood tones, with a spicy kick on the finish that add 
a rustic quality. 
abv: 8.6% Price: $16/750 ml

22

92 Allagash Tripel (Tripel; Allagash Brewing, ME). 
This is a sweet, dry and malt-forward tripel 

that is simple in its execution which makes all the 
difference. It’s a jaunty little sipper with a noticeable 
alcohol heat and slight hop bitterness to keep things 
interesting. It’s a fun beer to drink and to help the 
mind wander a bit. 
abv: 9% Price: $13/12 oz 4 pack

23

96 Brown’s 2021 Beacon (Barrel-aged Ale; 
Brown’s Brewing, NY). Bright in citrus and 

herb aromas, this saison, which is brewed with lemon 
verbena, has a light fruity depth that builds with each 
sip. Fresh pear blossom, ripe apricot, soft melon and 
sweet lemon candy all mix in harmony to create a de-
lightful sipper that plays with the senses.
abv: 6.5% Price: $10/500 ml

24

95 Bonn Place Mooey Pub Ale (English-style Or-
dinary Bitter; Bonn Place Brewery, PA). The 

beauty of this medium-bodied beer is its simplicity. 
It has all the necessary components of a traditional 
grain bill, a soft hand on the hops and a clean fer-
menting yeast, so it won’t overwhelm the senses with 
bells and whistles. By the third pint you know this is 
a friend for life. 
abv: 4.8% Price: $15/16 oz 4 pack 

25

96 Dogfish Head Hazy-O (Juicy/Hazy IPA; Dogfish 
Head, DE). From a brewery that knows hops 

and how to use them comes a hazy offering brewed 
with oat milk. It hides its higher-than-average alco-
hol well, with a full, creamy body, luscious tropical 
flavors and slight bitterness. An easy drinker that’s 
a twist on the traditional, this is a modern IPA that 
hits the mark. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

26

97 Monday Night Tie X On (Barrel-aged Ale; Mon-
day Night Brewing, GA). A rich, thick combi-

nation of several different beer styles, all that spent 
significant times in various barrels, this boozy con-
coction has a strong, old ale quality to it. It shows 
fudge, sarsaparilla, grape jam, coconut, cinnamon and 
sweet herbs. The result is a fine blend that will con-
tinue to mingle and mature in the bottle for several 
years, taking on new depth. This is a masterstroke of 
proper blending. 
abv: 13.6% Price: $15/500 ml

27

96 Fullsteam Delicata (Saison; Fullsteam Brew-
ery, NC). Golden in color and clear as a bell, 

this “farmhouse lager” bursts forth with aromas of 
Juicy Fruit gum, white grape, ripe plum and minty 
lemon. So much is going on with this beer, which is 
actually a saison. From first sip to last it retains a 
crispness but also a rustic character, that it is easy to 
get lost in its complexity and moving parts. That’s OK. 
Sometimes a beer should challenge the brain, and this 
hybrid delivers. 
abv: 6% Price: $14/16 oz 4 pack

28

95 Rockwell Velour Tracksuit (Juicy/Hazy IPA; 
Rockwell Beer Co., MO). On the clearer side of 

haze, this berry-forward IPA balances between juicy 
and bitter, and does a remarkable job staying level. 
Showing a smooth mouthfeel and flavors of warm 

melon, pineapple and stone fruit, it ends with a de-
lightful dankness.
abv: 7.7% Price: $12/16 oz 4 pack 

29

94 Trillium Bees American Wild Ale with Honey 
(Specialty Honey Beer; Trillium Brewing Co., 

MA). This is an aggressively carbonated, dry and sat-
isfying American wild ale. There’s a touch of funk on 
the nose and palate that has a soft leathery flavor. 
Underripe berries, a tough of crystalized honey and a 
sweet cracker flavor are all attributes to enjoy as this 
bottle quickly empties. 
abv: 7.4% Price: $6/330 ml

30

97 Great Lakes Brewing Edmund Fitzgerald Por-
ter (American Porter; Great Lakes Brewing, 

OH). The gold standard of American-brewed porters, 
the beauty of this beer is its simplicity. Named for 
the ship that met a tragic ending, this lovely ale is a 
benchmark for the style and is never out of fashion. 
It is roast forward in profile, with pleasing coffee and 
chocolate undertones and a slightly chalky finish. 
abv: 6% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

31

95 Westbound & Down/Bierstadt Lagerhaus 
Chicago Peaks Kölsch (Kölsch; Westbound 

& Down, CO). Crisp and slightly fruity, with a sweet 
finish, this collaboration pours a pale golden yellow. 
Refreshing and thirst quenching, it is a particular de-
light on hot, humid days when only something light 
will do the trick. It is a well-appointed ale that does a 
lot with simple  ingredients. 
abv: 5% Price: $12/16 oz 4 pack 

32

90 Left Hand St. Vrain Tripel Ale (Tripel; Left 
Hand Brewing Co., CO). Notes of honey and 

flowers drive this easy-sipping tripel. It is medium in 
weight, with a depth of sweetness that builds over-
time. It’s a beer that fits most drinking occasions, but 
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it would be at home with grilled fish, soft cheeses and 
cured meats. 
abv: 9.3% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack

33

99 Dovetail Helles (Helles; Dovetail Brewery, IL). 
This is a lager of extraordinary quality that 

balances malt sweetness and richness with subtle 
hop spiciness and fruitiness. There’s a flinty charac-
ter on the nose that appears when first poured and 
quickly disappears, but a mineral water quality re-
mains, along with a joyous crispness that makes it 
widely appealing. 
abv: 4.4% Price: $11/16 oz 4 pack 

34

96 Heavy Seas Schnee Boot (Eisbock; Heavy Seas 
Brewing, MD). This is dangerously smooth 

in rich slopes of toffee, bourbon, toasted vanilla and 
warm baked plum and raisin. It is a high-alcohol beer 
that some will say is best suited for staving off a win-
ter’s chill, but could also be right anytime you’re look-
ing for a contemplative pour that will allow your mind 
to wander. Strong and boozy, yet not at all harsh, it 
offers hints of Sherry that warm the mind and soul.
abv: 13.1% Price: $16/12 oz 4 pack 

35

94 Side Project La Ruche Blend #3 (Specialty 
Honey Beer; Side Project Brewing, MO). A sim-

ple saison with great depth, this is slightly funky on 
the nose, but with a crisp water profile and flavors of 
orange peel, wildflowers and graham cracker. Brewed 
with local honey, there is sweetness to the body and 
a semidry finish that perks up the nectar a bit more. 
Refreshing and restorative, this is a beer to share with 
close friends. 
abv: 6% Price: $20/750 ml

36

95 The Bruery Portified Black Tuesday (Barrel-
aged Ale; The Bruery, CA). The lines of beer 

and wine are blurred in this blend of a rich imperial 
stout that spent time in Port barrels. It has the hall-
marks of both—aged and dignified on one hand, yet 
bright and fresh on the other. It’s a conundrum for 
the tastebuds that must be examined time and again. 
With little carbonation, this bottle can be aged for a 
spell and recorked after opening for several days to 
enjoy nips as necessary.
abv: 17.9% Price: $53/500 ml

37

97 Highland Brewing Oatmeal Porter (American 
Porter; Highland Brewing, NC). This smooth-

bodied oatmeal porter offers a full mouthfeel, with 
roasted notes and a touch of cereal sweetness. Slight-
ly nutty and less intense on coffee flavor than others 
in the style, this is an unfussy ale that blends into the 
background at gatherings but remains reliable pint 
after pint. Paired with sharp cheddar, Shepherd’s pie 
or raspberry sorbet, it’s just a delight to drink.
abv: 5.9% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack 

38

98 Green Bench Postcard Pils (Pilsner; Green 
Bench Brewing, FL). Some pilsners are light 

and airy, acing discernable flavors or aromas, meant 
as alcohol refreshment. Then there are pilsners like 
this one that bring a knowledgeable respect by a 
brewery to the bar top. This has all the hallmarks of 
classic pilsner—depth, sweet malt and slightly spicy 
hops—but it’s all tuned into a finer point. It’s for re-
laxing days on vacation or in the yard where you’re at 
ease, but not looking to drift off. 
abv: 4.7% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack 

39

94 Small Change The Future is Unwritten 
(English- style Dark Mild Ale; Small Change 

Brewing, MA). Roasty and mild, with a nutty coffee 
flavor that has cola undertones, this ale has a smart 
roast that wants to be paired with a burger at the good 
place in town or a steak cooked perfectly at home. It’s 
a porter with distinction that honors the English tra-
dition without letting American influence muck it up. 
abv: 3.1% Price: $12/16 oz 4 pack 
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40

96 Radiant Enlighten Yourself (Juicy/Hazy Dou-
ble IPA; Radiant Beer Co., CA). This is lightly 

funky and tart, with a delightful grapefruit sourness 
on the first sip. That continues and adds melon, tan-
gerine and lemon acidity to the palate. It is medium 
in weight, with swaths of sweetness and a touch of 
hop bitterness on the finish. If this is in the cooler, 
pounce on it. 
abv: 7% Price: $17/16 oz 4 pack

41

90 Sun King Touched by an Angel Belgian-style 
Tripel (Belgian-style Tripel; Sun King Brewery, 

IN). Dark bronze in color, with a full body and medi-
um carbonation, there is no mistaking that this tripel 
has been aged in spirit barrels. The brewery says it 
was bourbon barrels, but there is a coconut and tropi-
cal essence to this beer that evokes thoughts of rum. 
In any case, a turn in the wood takes this otherwise 
well-executed tripel and turns it up a notch into a 
cocktail in your beer glass. As it warms, it brings out 
wood tannins in a soft, faintly fudgy way. 
abv: 10%  Price: $20/16 oz 2 pack

42

92 Heirloom Rodeo Spritz (American Light Lager; 
Heirloom Rustic Ales, OK). This is a refresh-

ing, slightly crisp lager built for all day drinking. Fits 
into any situation from pints after the end of a long 
shift, to a wedding reception, to a lazy afternoon on 
the boat trying to catch fish. This adjunct lager has a 
slightly sweet grain quality that keeps the tastebuds 
happy, and a low alcohol that keeps sobriety in check. 
abv: 3.2% Price: $12/16 oz 4 pack

43

95 Bissell Brothers Angels with Filthy Souls (Bar-
rel-aged Ale; Bissell Brothers, ME). There is a 

mellow sweetness to this dark ale, which tamps down 
on what might otherwise be an assertive roast. Va-
nilla, booze, sweet tobacco, leather and a light brown-
sugar flavor all and mingle in a gentle tug of war on 
the palate, though the competition is friendly. It fin-
ishes with notes of fudge and maple syrup. 
abv: 11.6% Price: $15/375 ml

44

95 Wallenpaupack English Pale Mild Ale (English- 
style Mild Ale; Wallenpaupack Brewing, PA). 

The world needs more beers like this and always 
served in dimpled mug. It’s best enjoyed standing 
at a worn wood bartop that is slightly warped from 
countless pints put down upon it. Or wherever you 
can conjure up that thought. This beer carries tradi-
tion well, it is not trying to reinvent the wheel, but 
spins perfectly. 
abv: 3.5%  Price: $10/16oz 4 pack 

45

94 Ivanhoe Park Guavacation (Berliner Weisse; 
Ivanhoe Park Brewing, FL). This bright pink 

ale starts off with a sweet-tart smack and quickly re-
veals candied blackberry, raspberry and a slight green 
strawberry flavor. Refreshing and effervescent, there 
is a soft, salty finish that perks up the taste buds. 
abv: 3.6% Price: $14/16 oz 4 pack 

46

95 Crooked Stave Mountain Rain (Juicy/Hazy IPA; 
Crooked Stave, CO). This is a pale straw yel-

low and hazy ale, with a head that dissipates quickly 
but laces the glass. Aromas of berry, cannabis and 
white peach combine well and continue on the palate. 
A smart use of hops, is shows low bitterness and leans 
into the juicy characteristics of the style. 
abv: 6.2% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

47

96 Jack’s Abby Lager Ness Monster Imperial Bal-
tic Porter (Baltic Porter; Jack’s Abby, MA). 

This big, boozy beer brings in flavors of chocolate, 
dark cherry and fudge, and highlights the barrels 
used to age the recipe. An occasional release from the 
brewery, it is big on bourbon, vanilla and warming 
characters as the beer opens up. It’s lusciously full-
bodied, with just a touch of citrus hop essence on the 
back end. 
abv: 14% Price: $12/500 ml

48

93 Embrace the Funk The Lost Butcher (Specialty 
Saison; Yazoo Brewing Co., TN). There is a 

softness and earthiness to this ale. Brewed with a 
varied grain bill that includes corn, the farm in this 
farmhouse ale is apparent. A full glass of this popped 
at the end of a long day feels like a reward. 
abv: 5.2% Price: $7/375 ml

49

98 Alaskan Brewing 2020 Smoked Porter 
(Smoked Porter; Alaskan Brewing, AK). 

Rauchbier, or smoked beer, when done right can 
evoke any slew of memories: camping trips, nights 
around a backyard firepit, stops at roadside barbe-
cue joints or a few drops of liquid smoke. This is an 
American classic and has been for decades. It offers 
a medium amount of smoke where the porter’s roast 
notes are not lost. Whiffs of cherry, apple wood and 
wet campfire all come together. A Band-Aid whiff is 
there, too. With a pleasing, oily character on the fin-
ish, this smoked porter continues to be the platinum 
standard for American rauchbier. Pair with smoked 
salmon, and make sure everyone has their own bottle.
abv: 6.5% Price: $8/22 oz

50

94 West Sixth Tropical Sour (Kettle Sour; West 
Sixth Brewing Co., KY). Ripe guava, mango, 

passion fruit and all the tropical feels are in this ale. 
Cold, frothy and refreshing, it’s like a mixed drink 
poolside in a resort. It won’t weigh you down and the 
fruit character continues to build as the glass emp-
ties. It winds up being a lip-smacking, satisfying ex-
perience. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $15/12 oz 4 pack


