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THE ENTHUSIAST

100
OF 2014

Our Top Picks of the Year
B Y T H E E D I TO R S O F W I N E E N T H U S I AST M AGA Z I N E

T

his year, Wine Enthusiast’s tasting panel reviewed more than 17,500 wines from
around the globe, covering myriad regions, styles and prices. In the last two issues, we celebrated the wines that offer the most bang for your buck (Top 100
Best Buys) as well as the ones that you need to invest in today for enjoyment
tomorrow (Top 100 Cellar Selections).
So now, here’s your ultimate shopping list: The Enthusiast 100.
The Enthusiast 100 is the kingpin of our yearly roundups. This list of high-scoring gems
showcases the incredible diversity in the market, with wines from 16 countries representing
nearly every style, from dry white and red wines to sparklers, rosés, sweet and fortified selections. Beyond just numerical ratings, these wines boast excellent drinkability, availability and
quality-to-price ratios, with an average rating of 93.6 and an average price of $37.80.
This year’s top spot goes to an Oregon Pinot Noir, the first time the state has topped the list.
The Pacific Northwest is at top of mind for wine lovers, thanks to an attractive grape-growing
climate and accessible land prices compared to its southern neighbor. This year’s Number One
wine—a single-vineyard Pinot Noir from Carlton-based Ken Wright Cellars—illustrates the remarkable balance, finesse and beauty that the wines of Oregon can exhibit.
All of the selections on this list are not to be missed and are sure to be snapped up quickly,
so find your favorites, grab a glass and enjoy!
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develop more complexity for several years at least.
Drink through 2021. Empson USA Ltd. Editors’
Choice. —K.O.
abv: 13%
Price: $31

3
97

Ken Wright 2012 Abbott Claim Vineyard Pinot
Noir (Yamhill-Carlton District). From first
sniff this exquisite wine grabs you and won’t let go.
Brambly berries, redolent with rich umami notes of
spice and pine needle cascade into a wine densely
packed with fruit and herbs. It lingers, opens and
becomes more and more expressive, with soil-generated flavors of forest floor. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14%
Price: $65

2

96
93

José Maria da Fonseca 2011 José de Sousa
(Alentejano). Fermented partially in old clay
amphoras, this is a rich wine that has managed to
retain freshness as well. The blend includes Grand
Noir, a grape with red juice, as well as Trincadeira
and Aragonez. Its density is revealed as it opens up,
giving ripe red fruits, solid tannins and a dry core.
Drink from 2017. Palm Bay International. Editors’
Choice. —R.V.
abv: 14%
Price: $16

94
95

Pieropan 2011 La Rocca (Soave Classico).
This stunning single-vineyard selection is
one of Italy’s most iconic whites and helped kick off
Soave’s renaissance. It delivers pressed yellow flowers, golden apples, citrus, melon and mango alongside mineral and toasted almond notes. Already delicious and well balanced, it will age beautifully and

94

5

Domaine Marcel Deiss 2011 Blanc (Alsace).
This wine is made from a mix of 13 different
grape varieties in a field blend. It’s a totally terroir
driven wine, full of mineral and gritty textures in its
youth. Behind this structure is a wild range of flavors—spice, apples, pears and apricots—waiting to
show through. It needs to age, so drink from 2016.
Multiple U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 13%
Price: $20

6

Guido Porro 2010 V. S. Caterina (Barolo).
Leather, blue flower, black berry, tilled soil
and allspice scents leap from the glass. The juicy
palate delivers crushed black cherry, mint, thyme
and sage alongside bracing but polished tannins and
fresh acidity. The ripe fruit makes this almost accessible already, but hold for more complexity. Drink
after 2020. Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant. Editors’
Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $46

7

4

SonVida 2012 Malbec (Mendoza). This gorgeous Malbec gets it right. Compact, minerally aromas of blackberry are deep and a bit feral.
The palate is juicy and pulses with ribald berry fruit
and acidity. Blackberry flavors are beefy, salty and
a touch roasted, while the finish is baked, rich and
perfectly oaked. Drink through 2020. Kysela Père et
Fils. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14%
Price: $23

94

Sparkman 2013 Birdie Riesling (Columbia
Valley). Once again the Bacchus Vineyard
provided the fruit for this wine, with 20% fermented in neutral oak. It’s lightly spritzy and immensely
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Average Rating

31
California (17)
New York(1)
Oregon (5)
Washington (8)

93.68

Average Price

$

37.80/750 ml

refreshing. Orange peel, apple, fig and pear fruit
flavors are accented by a hint of toasted coconut.
There’s also some beeswax in the mix, and the length
of the finish is superb. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 13%
Price: $18

93

finish that leans herbal, the acidity dialed perfectly
right, gentle on the palate and memorable. Editors’
Choice. —V.B.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $42

11

8

Gruber Röschitz 2012 Hundspoint Grüner
Veltliner (Weinviertel). Grapefruit zest dominates this wine right now, but ripe honeydew melon
also is shining though. As the wine opens up, it also
reveals peppery, tangy spice and a refreshingly clean
finish. Total Wine & More. —A.K.
abv: 13%
Price: $17

9

95

Luis Duarte 2011 Rubrica (Alentejano). One
of Portugal’s top reds, this is a richly endowed wine. Ripe fruits are cut with fresh acidity,
dark tannins and signs of judicious wood aging. It
shows elegance, style and a rich aftertaste. Drink
this great wine from 2018. Laurel Importers. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $40

back layer of black tea, savory herb and exotic spice
meshing in magical ways. The majority of the grapes
came from the Sexton Vineyard; the rest from Umino and Jenkins. Editors’ Choice. —V.B.
abv: 14.3%
Price: $60

93

94

Trisaetum 2013 Ribbon Ridge Estate Riesling
(Ribbon Ridge). Both the dry and off-dry
Ribbon Ridge Rieslings are outstanding—no need to
pick a favorite. Here is an elegant, sophisticated mix
of stone fruits, mineral, sweet fruit sugar and bracing acidity. The overall balance, tension and complexity are superb. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 11%
Price: $24

94

12

Russiz Superiore 2012 Sauvignon (Collio). It
boasts classic varietal aromas of crushed
tomato vine, stone fruit and honeydew melon. The
palate delivers white peach, cantaloupe and mineral
accented with mint, thyme and rosemary notes that
give depth. An elegant, compelling wine. Dalla Terra
Winery Direct. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $26

10

13

94

Iron Horse 2010 Wedding Cuvée (Green Valley). Pinkish-gold in color, this lovely cuvée
is a blend of 74% Pinot Noir and 26% Chardonnay, the winery’s take on a Blanc de Noirs. Fruity
in peach, raspberry and blood orange, it is multifaceted and complex, dry and elegant with a long

96

Lynmar 2012 Freestone Pinot Noir (Russian
River Valley). From an increasingly intriguing sub-region of the larger Russian River Valley,
Freestone is cold and barely planted, but when it
works, it works. This Pinot is caressed in floral aromas and juicy red cherry, the wine fresh and alive, a

15

Sineann 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). Rich, ripe and concentrated, the
lush array of black fruits is enhanced with a generous
amount of barrel-generated baking spices. There’s a
chef’s pantry of cinnamon, ginger and more, along
with a vein of molasses and a whiff of coffee running
through the tannins. It’s a total yum-fest. Editors’
Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14.2%
Price: $30

95

16

Monchiero 2010 Rocche di Castiglione
(Barolo). Balsamic herbs, hay, cedar, dense
black cherry, white pepper, sage and balsamic notes
emerge from this focused, vibrant Barolo. The lingering finish is bolstered by bright orange peel laced
with Mediterranean herbs. It’s tightly tannic but impeccably balanced with tremendous cellaring potential. Drink 2020–2040. Scoperta Importing Co. Inc.
Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $40

93
95

14

Château Eugénie 2011 Cuvée Réserve de
l’Aïeul (Cahors). This wine is rich, smooth,
perfumed and opulent. It shows the power of Malbec
without completely losing its elegance. With generous black fruits that are round and dense, it’s almost
sweet in its ripeness. Conveying a dark, brooding
character, this is a wine for serious aging, wait until
2018. The Wine Company. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $20

17

Mount Eden 2012 Wolff Vineyard Chardonnay
(Edna Valley). Buttered toast, oaky smoke
and a slight mango tropicality converge for an epic
nose on this Chardonnay from a vineyard that was
planted in 1976. There are layers of flavor too, lime
citrus at first evolving toward brioche with a butterscotch finish, and some salt and cracked pepper
throughout. —M.K.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $20
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93

93

Wines & Winemakers 2011 Aguia Moura em
Vinhas Velhas Reserva (Douro). A powerfully
constructed wine, it is packed with fruit and tannins. With a leather and spice character, it shows a
dry texture while the black plum skin flavors are still
developing. The future holds rich fruitiness as well
as a solid, concentrated structure. Drink from 2017.
Best Brands Incorporated. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 14%
Price: $18

94

19

Kevin White 2012 La Fraternité Red Wine
(Yakima Valley). This blend of Grenache,
Mourvèdre and Syrah presents a lively, aromatic
mix of raspberries, Kirsch and strawberry preserves,
with pitch-perfect structure and balance. The intensity, immediately upon opening, is riveting. Drink
this now–2017 while it’s so delightfully fresh. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $28

95

20

94

23

Domaine Cauhapé 2011 Symphonie de Novembre (Jurançon). A rich, sweet wine that
maintains complete freshness. Pineapple, peach and
mango compose the fruit, while the honey and touch
of botrytis give the sweetness. It has a refreshing
youthful character, but it’s going to be a wine to age.
Drink from 2017. Planet Wine. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 14%
Price: $18/375 ml

95

24

Ashan 2012 Kestrel Vineyard Chardonnay
(Yakima Valley). This barrel-fermented
Chardonnay, from the oldest plantings (1972) in
Washington State, displays exceptional concentration and palate weight. Apple pie, pear tart, baking
spice, butter and caramel flavors abound. It’s rich
and packed with fruit, along with the seductive flavors that aging in new French oak can provide. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14.9%
Price: $45

25

Benanti 2010 Pietramarina Bianco Superiore
(Etna). This stunning, full-bodied wine is in
the running as one of the best white wines in Italy.
It’s perfumed with acacia flower, Spanish broom,
beeswax, flint and tree fruit. The delicious palate
delivers green apple, Anjou pear and mineral sensations of mesmerizing depth. It will develop even
more complexity over time. Drink through 2025.
Tradizione Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 12.5%
Price: $45

94

22

Muruve 2009 Reserva (Toro). This ripe,
modern red shows all the positives of Toro
and the 2009 vintage. Lusty, exuberant aromas of
black fruits, vanilla and pipe tobacco are highly appealing, while the palate is muscular and tannic yet
balanced. Blackberry, cassis, chocolate and lemon
flavors finish firm and bold. Drink through 2020.
United Cellars, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $21

21

Terre Rouge 2011 Monarch Mine Vineyard Syrah (Sierra Foothills). Generous in brambly
wild raspberry fruit and leather, this lush bottling
has peppery spice to spare. Aromatically it’s as fine
as perfume, floral and pretty; in texture, it’s soft, but
with just the right tension and electricity. Savory
and spicy, it will bring out similar characteristics at
the table. —V.B.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $30

50 | WINE ENTHUSIAST | BEST OF YEAR 2014

93

Sula 2011 Dindori Reserve Shiraz (Nashik).
An inky violet-red color in the glass, this
wine has a nose of cassis, blackberry and bell pepper. It’s complex yet easy drinking, with flavors of
black cherry, bacon, bell pepper, black pepper, va-

nilla and espresso bean. Rich tannins linger in the
mouth without burdening the taste buds, and there
are pleasant notes of smokiness and saline on the
finish. Dreyfus, Ashby & Co. Editors’ Choice. —M.D.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $20

95

26

Henri Bourgeois 2012 Jadis (Sancerre). From
selected, sunny parcels of vines, it’s powered
by its citrus and pear fruits along with an intensely
mineral texture and supreme concentration. It’s a
Sancerre to keep, still young and gawky, best drunk
from 2016. Slocum & Sons, Inc. —R.V.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $55

95

27

Gramercy Cellars 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon
(Columbia Valley). This thrilling wine,
sourced from the Phinny Hill vineyard in the Horse
Heaven Hills, displays all the tense power of great
Washington Cabernet Sauvignon. Deep flavors of
berry, plum and cassis are threaded with gravelly
streaks of tar, coffee and anise. Aged in 40% new
French oak, it strikes a perfect balance through a
long finish. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 13.9%
Price: $48

28
93

Sokol Blosser 2012 Pinot Gris (Willamette
Valley). This is a powerful wine, with intense scents of pineapple leading a lively interplay
of citrus, stone, Asian pear and spices. Thrilling texture, balance and length make this a standout, even
in this outstanding vintage for all Pinot Gris. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $19
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94

94

33

Dr. Loosen 2012 Erdener Treppchen Riesling
Spätlese (Mosel). An intense experience on
the nose and palate, this semisweet Riesling opens
with a gorgeous bouquet of yellow flowers, stone
fruit and musk against a backdrop of chalk and minerals. It’s richly fruity, with a sharp, honed acidity
that’s shocking and penetrating. Finishes long, with
an elegant honeyed touch. Loosen Bros. USA. Editors’ Choice. —A.I.
abv: 7.5%
Price: $34

94

32

30

Grifalco 2009 Damaschito (Aglianico del
Vulture). This structured and delicious wine
opens with aromas of tilled earth, blue flower and
mature black fruit. The savory, juicy palate delivers
notes of ripe plum, blackberry, Mediterranean herbs
and mineral, all supported by assertive tannins.
Drink 2015–2024. Multiple U.S. importers. Editors’
Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $33

31

35

Newsome-Harlow 2011 Shake Ridge Ranch
Zinfandel (Amador County). Darker and
more brooding than many of Newsome-Harlow’s
other single-vineyard bottlings in the 2011 vintage,
the Shake Ridge is mighty in black pepper and dark
chocolate, silky and voluptuous with mellowed tannins. Blended with 8% Petite Sirah, the ranch’s Zin
clones include Monte Rosso. —V.B.
abv: 14.8%
Price: $36

94

JM Cellars 2012 Chardonnay (Columbia Valley). A number of different fermentation
regimens puts these grapes through their paces,
and leads to skillful blending. The result is a wine
of exceptional complexity, depth and texture. Lively
citrus, Meyer lemon, tangerine, peach and caramel
flavors abound. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14.1%
Price: $35

95

34

Moët & Chandon 2006 Grand Vintage Brut
(Champagne). This offers great balance between the freshest fruit and toasty maturity. That
poise gives this impressive Champagne a tension, a
high wire act that works superbly. It is rich, full of
fruit but also with great depth. It will certainly age,
so drink now or hold through 2019. Moët Hennessy
USA. —R.V.
abv: 12.5%
Price: $60

94

Prospect 772 2011 The Brat Grenache-Syrah
(Sierra Foothills). Lushly rich in cinnamon
and clove on the nose, this blockbuster blend of 75%
Grenache and 25% Syrah is stellar in every way. Seductive in texture with enough bright cherry fruit
to keep the palate feeling fresh and alive, the finish
impresses with leather and pepper in just the right
combination. A gorgeous wine for the table, aim to
pair with leg of lamb. —V.B.
abv: 14.8%
Price: $36

94

93
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Efestē 2012 Boushey Vineyard Sauvage Sauvignon Blanc (Yakima Valley). This wine
bursts from the bottle with rich and appealing
fragrances and flavors of grapefruit, pineapple and
citrus. Tart and expressive, it seems to gain extra
dimensions from fermentation with wild (native)
yeasts. It holds a floral character that is most intriguing. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 13.7%
Price: $23

94

Fess Parker 2012 Ashley’s Chardonnay (Sta.
Rita Hills). This brilliant wine is dry and tart
in acidity, minerally, and supremely refined in Meyer
lemons, pears, limes and tart apples. It’s not one of
those fat Chardonnays that melts in the mouth, but
instead has firm texture and elegant complexity. It
makes a beautiful accompaniment to grilled salmon,
crab cakes, or a simple but glorious roasted chicken.
Don’t drink it too cold. Editors’ Choice. —S.H.
abv: 14.1%
Price: $36

36

Pasquale Pelissero 2011 Bricco San Giuliano
(Barbaresco). Complex aromas of red rose,
tilled earth, red berry, black pepper, balsamic notes
and a whiff of barnyard lead the nose on this structured wine. The juicy palate features ripe black cherry,
crushed raspberry, white pepper and a hint of mocha
alongside fresh acidity and firm but polished tannins.
Drink 2016–2026. Massanois Imports. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $37

93

38

Proulx 2011 Zinfandel (Paso Robles). Elegant
on the nose, it offers aromas settling between
violet, white pepper and chai tea. The 5% Petite Sirah
adds a nice touch of viscosity to the palate. The flavors
range from cinnamon to licorice with nice bitterness
and acidity, making the fruits of plum and prune almost an afterthought. Editors’ Choice. —M.K.
abv: 14.9%
Price: $24
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to develop complexity. Drink 2025–2045. Tri-Vin
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $55

95
95

Monteraponi 2010 Il Campitello Riserva (Chianti Classico). This stunning wine opens
with a multifaceted fragrance of underbrush, leather, spice, woodland berries and violets, with a whiff
of mint. The layered palate delivers a vibrant core of
succulent black cherry accented with white pepper
and balsamic herbs. It’s still young and structured
with forceful yet fine tannins so give it time to develop fully. Drink 2015–2025. A.I. Selections. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $55

94

40

Refugio Ranch 2010 Barbareno Syrah-Petite
Sirah (Santa Ynez Valley). Those who love
the smell of campfires could park their nose in this
wine all day. But this is gourmet smoke, reminiscent
of applewood, with hints of vanilla and tea-smoked
duck. On the palate, this extremely well-put-together wine is plush, expansive and tastes like blueberry
pie, adorned with the buttery crust and all. —M.K.
abv: 15%
Price: $38

94

43

Clos Troteligotte 2012 K-2 (Cahors). This
dense and dark wine is showing as much
tannin as fruit at this stage. It’s powerful, the dark
fruits ripe and seriously structured. Spice, berries,
coffee and a tense, mineral texture are all part of the
mix. It needs considerable aging, so don’t drink before 2019 Authentique Vin. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $60

44

93

Red Car 2013 Rosé of Pinot Noir (Sonoma
Coast). Light in color, this nuanced rosé is
perfectly balanced between savory and sweet. Delicate yet ripe berry notes marry harmoniously with
pink and purple flower accents. It’s refreshing and
beautiful to drink, like a freshly picked peach on a
summer’s day. —V.B.
abv: 12.7%
Price: $25

45

41

93

93

95

42

Sordo 2010 Gabutti (Barolo). This structured Barolo is still closed but already displays its impressive Serralunga d’Alba pedigree. It
delivers crushed black cherry flavors layered with
licorice, black pepper, clove, alpine herbs and balsamic notes alongside assertive but noble tannins
and brisk acidity. It’s well balanced but needs time
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Bodega Norton 2011 Privada (Mendoza). As
per usual, Privada displays qualities beyond
its price point. This version of Malbec, Merlot and
Cabernet Sauvignon is smoky on the nose, with
charcoal, minerals and toast capping crusty berry
aromas. The palate is super ripe and healthy in feel,
with baked blackberry flavors smothered in toasty
oak and chocolate. Warmth, coffee and Port notes
drive the finish. Drink through 2018. TGIC Importers. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $25

47

Anton Bauer 2011 Reserve (Wagram-Donauland). The poised, clean and lifted wild
black-cherry fruit mixed with notions of cocoa
forms the aromatic theme. A very elegant wine, with
medium body and alluring depth, it’s currently tight
and held firmly by structured, ripe tannins, while
the acidity is bright and refreshing. With its youthful primary fruit, this is charming, but even a year or
two will make this more pretty than it is right now.
Prescott Wines. —A.K.
abv: 14%
Price: $25

93

48

Dobogó 2011 Szent Tamás Betsek Vineyards
(Tokaji). This dry Furmint is a brilliant gold
color, with notes of Bartlett pear, Granny Smith apple and lime zest in the complex bouquet. These aromas transfer vibrantly onto the medium-bodied palate, with rbracing minerality. Delightful with food or
by itself as an apéritif. Winebow. —J.J.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $25

49

Domaine Drouhin Oregon 2012 Arthur Chardonnay (Dundee Hills). It’s tempting to call
this Burgundian, but it’s truly Oregonian—a lush,
expressive mix of tart tree fruits, vivid acidity, lightly applied barrel toast, and smidges of coconut and
vanilla. It was whole-cluster pressed, and fermented
half in stainless, half in 30% new French oak. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14.1%
Price: $35

93

46

Cottanera 2012 Carricante (Etna). This beautiful wine opens with aromas of peach blossom, stone fruit, citrus and slate. The structured but
refined palate delivers juicy grapefruit, green apple,
aniseed and lovely mineral alongside fresh acidity
and finesse. It’s already delicious but will develop
more complexity. Drink now through 2020. Cottanera USA. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 12.5%
Price: $25

93

Sextant 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). A unique and rich nose of clove, beet
juice, freshly turned earth and wet chalkboard lead
this wine. It’s soft and peppery on the palate at first,
with raspberry fruit, strong spice and excellent acidity. —M.K.
abv: 14.4%
Price: $25
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50

San Felice 2010 Il Grigio Riserva (Chianti Classico). Hallmark Sangiovese aromas of blue
flowers, woodland berries, underbrush, leather and
spice take center stage in this stunning wine. The
palate delivers succulent black cherry flavor accented by black pepper, cinnamon, mint and sage, with
bracing yet ripe tannins. It’s already delicious, but
hold for additional complexity. Drink 2015–2025.
Premium Brands. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $26

94

51

Joh. Jos. Prüm 2012 Graacher Himmelreich
Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). A dusting of
crushed slate accents pretty blossom and peach
notes on the nose of this elegant yet remarkably
powerful Riesling. It’s delicately textured, but accumulates rich, ripe, juicy stone fruit and melon flavors
as it extends through the palate. Honey and lemon
make the finish endlessly lip-smacking. Valckenberg
International, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —A.I.
abv: 9%
Price: $42

52

53

96

Principiano Ferdinando 2010 Ravera di Monforte (Barolo). This powerfully structured
wine offers earthy aromas of underbrush, porcini
mushroom, leather, tobacco, berry and game. The
savory palate delivers crushed black cherry accented
with clove, sage, white pepper, balsamic notes and
mineral. It’s still young and wound-up but it holds
all the key elements. Drink 2020–2045. Multiple
U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $80

92

93
93

El Enemigo 2012 Malbec (Mendoza). Alejandro Vigil’s El Enemigo wines are worth
jumping on if you like full-bodied, robust Argentinean reds. This is typically smoky and dark up front,
with molasses, marzipan and blackberry aromas.
The palate clamps down with tannic grip, while flavors of oak, blackberry, tobacco, vanilla and spices
end briary and with subtlety, which is what makes
this powerful wine so good. Drink through 2019.
Winebow. —M.S.
abv: 13.9%
Price: $28

54

Sogrape 2010 Callabriga (Douro). Part of a
range of wines made to show the strengths
of each wine region. This Douro wine certainly
brings out the tough soil and the firm tannins. They
go along with dark fruits, a mineral texture and the
spice from wood aging. Drink this serious, dense
wine from 2015. Evaton, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $16

56

93

San Simeon 2010 Estate Reserve Cabernet
Sauvignon (Paso Robles). Very elegant and
attractive aromas of deep violet, dark red rose, cedar and a perfect touch of vanilla serve as a promising entry point to this Cab, from the family estate
behind Los Angeles’s historic San Antonio Winery.
A bit of char kicks in on the palate alongside dark
chocolate, espresso and ripe plum skin, with roasted
beets in the background. Editors’ Choice. —M.K.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $25

95

57

Felsina 2010 Fontalloro (Toscana). Made
entirely from Sangiovese, it opens with fragrances that recall spicy black berries and Mediterranean herbs. The velvety palate delivers power and
finesse along with fleshy black cherry, licorice and a
graphite note. Wine Warehouse, Polaner Selections.
Multiple U.S. importers. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $62

55

58

La Chablisienne 2012 Montée de Tonnerre
Premier Cru (Chablis). Complex and rich, this
is full of tangy fruits, with a dense structure that
brings out weight, minerality and a chewy core of
zesty citrus. It very crisp and fruity at this stage and
needs to develop its many other flavors. Drink from
2017. Grape Expectations (CA). —R.V.
abv: 13%
Price: $32

96

Astrales 2010 Ribera del Duero. This could
be the best Astrales to date. Alluring scents
of plum, blueberry and spice are backed by balsam dust and briary pipe-tobacco aromas. Deep
and tannic on the palate, then packed with mocha,
chocolate, toasted marshmallow, cassis and cherry
cough drop flavors, this is fixed and firm now, with
a staunch, intense, nervy finish. Drink from 2015–
2028. Grapes of Spain. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $90
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Château Vignelaure 2007 Coteaux d’Aix-enProvence. With its ripe acidity, this is a wine
that is ready to drink. It shows strong Cabernet Sauvignon ripeness, with a structure that is now soft
and generous, along with cushioned tannins and an
opulent feel. This is a wine to savor. Blue Coast International. —R.V.
abv: 14%
Price: $30

93
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Mazza Vineyards 2010 Shiraz (McLaren Vale).
A big, bruising example of McLaren Vale
Shiraz, this is full bodied, with ample alcohol and
chewy tannins. Blackberries dominate, but hints of
licorice come through, adding interest. Any oak is
barely noticeable, wrapped in the power and density
of the fruit. Drink 2015–2023. Mazza Chautauqua
Cellars. Editors’ Choice. —J.C.
abv: 15.7%
Price: $30

cherry and apricot flavors, and a slick of wax and
honey. It’s brisk and nervy, yet finishes remarkably
long, with a swathe of green herbal tones. SchmittSöhne USA. —A.I.
abv: 8.5%
Price: $30

95

63

Brick House 2011 Evelyn’s Pinot Noir (Ribbon
Ridge). Honoring winemaker Doug Tunnell’s
mother Evelyn, this reserve bottling is a blend of
barrels and clones, and yields the most concentrated
of the Brick House 2011 Pinot Noirs. Cherry blossom
scents give way to a solidly built wine with firm fruit
flavors of plum and boysenberry preserves. A hint
of pretty chocolate shines through the extended finish, bolstered with pitch-perfect tannins. Editors’
Choice. —P.G.
abv: 13%
Price: $60

64

61

with tart, mouthwatering acidity accenting the
abundant stone fruit flavors—a thriller of a wine.
MGZ Associates. Editors’ Choice. —S.S.
abv: 11.5%
Price: $17

92

92

Byron 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Maria Valley).
Berry fruit leather, raspberry iced tea and
dark spices weave together on the intriguing nose of
this wine, which is as good if not better than similar
wines from the appellation charging twice the price.
Roasted figs and black cardamom rise on the palate, yet the wine remains light on its feet. Editors’
Choice. —M.K.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $29

68

Willm 2011 Clos Gaensbroennel Kirchberg
de Barr Grand Cru Gewurztraminer (Alsace).
From a parcel within the Kirchberg de Barr Grand
Cru, this is a structured, serious Gewuztraminer.
It has weight as well as sweetness, but it’s the potential and ageability that is so impressive. Spice
and gingerbread notes, as well as fine acidity, lend
complexity to the honeyed, yellow fruits. Drink
from 2016. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Editors’
Choice. —R.V.
abv: 13%
Price: $30

65

62
93

Bischöfliche Weingüter Trier 2012 Scharzhofberger Riesling Spätlese (Mosel). Exotically
floral and spicy, this delivers an intoxicating blend of
exuberance and elegance. While delicately framed,
the palate is rich, ripe and juicy, with sweet yellow-
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Jules Taylor 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). A ripe, lush style of Marlborough
Sauvignon Blanc, this features ample nectarine and
cassis fruit, tinged with just a bit of green leafiness.
Ample weight on the mouth gives way to a long,
mouthwatering finish. Winemaker Jules Taylor is on
a roll. Maritime Wine Trading Collective. Editors’
Choice. —J.C.
abv: 13%
Price: $17

93
93

66

Dominio de Tares 2011 Baltos Mencía (Bierzo).
Dark, ripe aromas of blackberry and cassis
are accented by tree bark, baking spice and licorice
notes. This feels ripe, loamy and borderline jammy.
Flavors of blackberry, boysenberry, cocoa and loamy
earth finish toasty and weighty. Drink through 2017.
Opici Wines. —M.S.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $17

93

Earthquake 2012 Zinfandel (Lodi). This is
Zinfandel at its richest. Boysenberry, vanilla
and maple syrup aromas meet up with jammy fruit
flavors that coat the mouth and linger on the finish.
For all its fullness, it stays balanced and dry. It does
not feel heavy in texture nor heavily oaked. —J.G.
abv: 15.5%
Price: $26

92

Cave Spring 2012 Cave Spring Vineyard Estate
Bottled VQA Riesling (Beamsville Bench).
Coming from vines ranging in age from 9–39 years,
this is an aromatically complex wine, with notes of
wet slate, orange peel and herbs. It drinks off dry,
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Pierre Gimonnet et Fils NV Sélection Belles
Années Blanc de Blancs Brut (Champagne).
A blend of wines from six different villages across
five vintages goes into this supreme example of a
Blanc de Blancs. It is so crisp, so mineral and textured. At the same time, it is elegant, fresh and lively.
Although it is nonvintage, it will benefit from some
more time in bottle, so drink from summer 2015.
Michael Skurnik Wines. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 12.5%
Price: $48

70

with a silky, slightly creamy texture and a lingering
finish that seamlessly blends citrus and stone fruit.
Broadbent Selections, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $32

94
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Michele Satta 2010 Piastraia (Bolgheri). The
wine blends Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet and
Sangiovese in equal parts. Aromas of cedar, ripe
black berries and plum almost jump from the glass.
The juicy fruit carries over to the creamy palate together with black cherry, mint and mocha alongside
soft, round tannins that give a velvety texture. Banville Wine Merchants. Editors’ Choice. —K.O.
abv: 13.5%
Price: $50

73

supple structure. Drink now–2020. Negociants
USA, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $19

95

92
94

Alto Moncayo 2011 Garnacha (Campo de
Borja). Fans of full-bodied, dark-fruited
reds will swoon over this modern-style Garnacha
from old vineyards in Aragón. Pitch black, the nose
provides a pure blast of blackberry and cassis, and
the palate is chewy yet fresh, with baked black-fruit
flavors as well as coffee, chocolate and vanilla. A
smooth, lush, layered finish with vanilla and toffee
notes is the final act. Drink through 2017. Jorge Ordoñez Selections. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 16%
Price: $48

71

93

Spy Valley 2012 Envoy Single Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (Marlborough). A tremendous effort from Spy Valley, this easily eclipses the winery’s
regular Sauvignon Blanc. Fig, melon and hints of
vanilla mark the nose, while the palate amps up the
citrus component, providing delineation to the nectarine flavors. It’s on the full side of medium-bodied,
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Simonnet-Febvre 2012 Vaillons Premier Cru
(Chablis). Rich and dense, this is full of ripe
apple and lemon juice flavors. It’s supercharged with
acidity that shoots right through the fruitiness and
gives a tight, crisp character. Delicious now, but it
will be better in 2016. Louis Latour Inc. —R.V.
abv: 13%
Price: $35

92
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Brander 2013 Sauvignon Blanc (Santa Ynez
Valley). Fred Brander and winemaker Fabian
Bravo study Sauvignon Blanc through several bottlings each year, but this Santa Ynez Valley appellation cuvée is an early favorite for 2013. Delicate flinty
notes on the nose are bolstered with honey dew and
apple. The palate leads with a lot of zing that evolves
into flavors of kiwi and pear, with a slightly buttery,
almost vanilla finish. Editors’ Choice. —M.K.
abv: 13.3%
Price: $16

92

75

Langmeil 2011 Three Gardens SMG (Barossa).
The complex herbal aromas of this wine
suggest something akin to “Australian garrigue,”
mingling elements like mint, rosemary and thyme.
That’s all buoyed by ample cherry fruit and a round,

76

Mullineux 2013 Straw Wine Chenin Blanc
(Swartland). Made from 100% air dried
Chenin Blanc, this is a remarkably well-balanced,
knock-your-socks-off effort, loaded with lush, seductive notes of honey-drizzled apricot, peach preserves, baked apple, orange oil and honeycomb. It’s
full and unctuous, but not flabby, with beautiful
lifting acidity that keeps the palate fresh. The long,
sticky finish boasts a gorgeous honeyed spice flavor.
It’s delicious now, but it’s also a wine that will easily
age another decade or more. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ Choice. —L.B.
abv: 10%
Price: $37/375 ml

77

Viña Bisquertt 2012 Ecos de Rulo Malbec
(Marchigue). This full-bodied Malbec outperforms its price. Ripe blackberry and pencil aromas set up a dense, tight, structured palate with
focused, drilling flavors of blackberry and licorice.
If you like layered, full-fruit reds with balance and
harmony, this is it. Prestige Wine Group. Editors’
Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14%
Price: $19

93

78

Abbazia di Novacella 2012 Praepositus Kerner
(Alto Adige Valle Isarco). Apricot, ripe yellow peach, juicy yellow apple, aromatic herbs and
smokey mineral sensations leap out of the glass
of this structured wine. This has it all: juicy fruit,
depth, complexity, balance, freshness and great
length. Drink through 2016. Abbazia di Novacella
USA. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $35

95
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Campo Eliseo 2009 Toro. Hailing from a
warm region and a warm vintage, this is displaying maximum ripeness on the nose via raisin,
prune, blackberry and fig aromas. In the mouth, this
is loamy, chewy, a mile deep and rich as Bill Gates.
Concentrated black cherry, blackberry, cassis, chocolate and mocha flavors conclude with baked notes,
licorice and tobacco. So smooth, yet bullish. Drink
through 2022. Diageo Chateau & Estate Wines. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 15%
Price: $85
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Michel Redde et Fils 2012 Les Cornets (PouillyFumé). Grown on Kimmeridgian chalk, this is
one of a series of wines from different soils. It’s mineral driven, while also having great fruitiness. Full and
rich, it’s likely to take a few years to mature. It offers an
impressive expression both of Sauvignon Blanc and its
terroir. Kobrand. —R.V.
abv: 13%
Price: $38

93

94

84

85

81

Cantina del Nebbiolo 2011 Barbaresco. Red rose,
balsamic herbs, red berry and baking spice aromas jump out of the glass. The succulent palate weaves
together lush black cherry, cinnamon, eucalyptus, licorice and orange peel sensations that are supported by
velvety tannins and fresh acidity. Drink 2015 through
2021. Lettieri & Co. —K.O.
Price: $32
abv: 14%

94

82

94

83

92

World’s End 2010 If Six Was Nine Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). A brooding Cabernet full of green and black olive, velvety cassis and
cinnamon spice, this is ready to enjoy now. A juicy red,
it has resolved tannins and a lingering taste of tobacco.
Power and finesse are here, along with smoky minerality and savory fruit. —V.B.
Price: $45
abv: 14.9%

94

Valderiz 2009 Ribera del Duero. This is an exemplary wine, with an ideal mix of leather,
black fruit, spice and toast aromas. The palate is freeflowing, with balance and power but also elegance.
Flavors of oaky toast, mixed spices, licorice and molasses come with ribald berry and cassis, while the finish
shows blackened toast, bitter chocolate, warmth and
length. Drink this ideal Spanish red now through 2023.
Regal Wine Imports Inc. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 15%
Price: $40
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The Eyrie Vineyards 2012 Original Vines Pinot
Gris (Dundee Hills). These “Original Vines” are
in fact the oldest Pinot Gris vines in the country. They
deliver exquisite details of earth and stone around a
solid core of apple and Asian pear. It’s bone dry, with
exceptional depth. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 13%
Price: $33

Domaine Vincent Delaporte 2013 Monts Damnés (Sancerre). From the intensely steep
Monts Damnés vineyard, this wine is rich and full of
ripe tropical and citrus fruits, with a tight line in steely
minerality. It’s still too structured and firm, so drink
from 2016. Vineyard Brands. —R.V.
Price: $62
abv: 13%

86

Lapostolle 2011 Canto de Apalta (Rapel Valley).
This Carmenère-led blend is heady, meaty and
inviting up front. In the mouth, clamping tannins are
delivered amid serious structure. Flavors of berry, cassis, chocolate and spice lead to a lasting, pure finish
that fades slowly and in phases. Best through 2019.
Terlato Wines International. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14.1%
Price: $22

94

Dutton-Goldfield 2012 Dutton Ranch Rued
Vineyard Chardonnay (Green Valley). Darker
and riper in tone than the winery’s Walker Hill Vineyard bottling, this is creamy and lush, with toasty caramel accents and spicy, tropical fruit. Balanced in acidity
and soft in tannins, it is structured and rich, highlighting the beauty and diversity of Green Valley. —V.B.
abv: 13.7%
Price: $50

92
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Boundary Breaks 2012 Single Clone No. 239
Riesling (Finger Lakes). Boundary Breaks has
proven to be the breakout producer of the Finger Lakes
this year with an excellent line up of wines, and this
off-dry wine is amongst its best. Elegantly perfumed
with notes of fresh green florals and herbs, it builds in
power and expression on the palate with pristine white
peach flavors pierced with lime acidity and a reverberating mineral finish. Editors’ Choice. —A.I.
Price: $20
abv: 11.4%

92
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Château Paradis 2010 Terre des Anges (Coteaux
d’Aix-en-Provence). Firm and tannic in structure, this is a wine for aging. Ripe, dark fruits add
power and a density of texture. Drink from 2016. Bob
Bofman Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
Price: $25
abv: 14.5%

92

90

Golan Heights Winery 2012 Yarden Chardonnay
(Galilee). A clean nose of slate and cherimoya
opens into flavors of passion fruit, caramelized pineapple, nutmeg and jasmine. This wine is sunshine-bright
yet smooth as velvet, with a finish that offers lingering
notes of citrus and spice. Kosher. Yarden Wines, Inc.
Editors’ Choice. —M.D.
abv: 14%
Price: $20
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pressed powder and cake spices. The delicious palate doles out juicy red cherry and crushed raspberry
accented with notes of cinnamon, all wrapped up in
an elegant, silky-smooth texture. Enjoy over the next
few years. Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd. Editors’
Choice. —K.O.
abv: 14%
Price: $30

93
93

Herdade do Esporão 2009 Quinta dos Murças
Reserva (Douro). A new project for the Alentejo-based Esporão, Murças was purchased in 2008. This
Reserva is impressive, structured, stylish and very rich.
It has acidity, juicy black currant fruit and tarry, tannic
texture. Although powerful, the wine shows surprising
restraint given its ripeness. Drink from 2015. Esporão
Wines & Olive Oils. —R.V.
abv: 14%
Price: $39

94

92

Gérard Bertrand 2011 La Forge (CorbièresBoutenac). La Forge is consistently one of Bertrand’s top wines, and the 2011 is simply stunning. The
dense, heady perfume offers notes of raspberry, black
plum, cherry, sweet spice and cocoa powder, which all
carry through to the lush, full-weighted palate. The
texture is like crushed velvet, with fine yet gripping
tannins and ample acidity to keep the mouthfeel fresh.
It’s a complex and layered wine, with hints of licorice,
tobacco leaf and black pepper that grace the finish.
Drink 2016–2022. Gerard Bertrand USA. —L.B.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $80

93

94

Chapel Hill 2010 Shiraz (McLaren Vale). Powerful and concentrated, this Shiraz is seemingly imbued with the essence of dark fruit, framed
by well-managed oak. Cedar, mint and cassis notes are
a bit Cabernet-like, but the structure is pure Shiraz,
broader and suppler than Cabernet, with a rich texture
and a long finish. Drink now–2025. American Estates
Wines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —J.C.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $37

96

95

Blandy’s 1998 Colheita Single Harvest Sercial
(Madeira). This bone-dry, wood-aged Madeira
is intense. Acidity vies with the old wood and spice to
give a wine that is unique. The long wood aging has not
reduced the vibrancy of the wine, leaving a lingering
and impressive aftertaste. Premium Port Wines, Inc.
—R.V.
abv: 20%
Price: $50/500 ml

93

96

Dominio de Atauta 2009 Ribera del Duero. For a
reasonably priced Ribera del Duero, this wine
is delivering the goods and more. The nose is jammy,
concentrated and sweet, with ripe berry and Graham
cracker aromas. A bold, saturated palate houses flavors of blackberry, molasses and fudge, while the ripe,
smooth finish tastes of brown sugar and chocolate.
Drink this modern, extracted red now through 2020.
Aviva Vino. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $40

92

Le Chiuse 2012 Rosso di Montalcino. Fragrant,
fresh and floral, this textbook Rosso di Montalcino offers lovely aromas of wild berries, violets,
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Klein Constantia 2007 Vin de Constance (Constantia). A well-balanced, powerful dessert
wine, this opens with an intense bouquet of fresh
peach, orange blossom, jasmine, gardenia and honeysuckle. The mouthfilling, sweet palate is loaded with
flavors of ripe stone fruit, mango, melon and orange
marmelade, but is kept bright by refreshing acidity
on the close. Secondary notes of ginger and white tea
linger long on the evolving finish. A wine of class and
strength, this is delicious now, but should also easily age through 2020. Craft & Estate. Editors’ Choice.
—L.B.
abv: 14%
Price: $90/500 ml
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Les Vins de Vienne 2010 Les Chirats de SaintChristophe (Hermitage). This special wine begins with stunning aromas of cedar, roasted meat and
ripe raspberries, then adds savory notes of espresso
and black olives to create a harmonious blend of fruity
and savory elements. It’s full bodied yet supple, with
a long, fruit-filled finish. Already enjoyable, it should
age well for at least 10 years. DHI Selections. Editors’
Choice. —J.C.
abv: 14%
Price: $120

97

Salomon-Undhof 2013 Steinterrassen Riesling
(Kremstal). Lemony lightness, coupled with
zesty spritz on the palate make this a refreshing white
with lots of focus, linearity and whistle-clean length.
Floral notes around the edges add to the intrigue. Fruit
of the Vines, Inc. —A.K.
abv: 12.5%
Price: $25

92

92
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Domaine des Diables 2013 Bonbon Rosé (Côtes
de Provence Sainte-Victoire). This rosé needs
to age. It has a zesty, crisp and mineral texture that
is tight and nervy. As it softens, more red fruits will
come to the front, although the structure will remain,
making this a serious rosé for drinking with food. Riahi
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V.
abv: 12.5%
Price: $29
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